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WaeN I read im the General Con-
ference Bulletin thattwenty thousand
dollars had been donated to Australia,
and that large donations had been
made to the General Conference to
help in other places, a feeling of sad-
ness came over me. [ feolt that if this
donation came to our people in fhis
way, it would deprive them of a
blessing, according to the eighth and
ninth chapters of II Corinthians, so
that rich supplies of grace might
flow in upon God’'s people, because of
their self-denial and self-sacrifice.
Christ says : ¢ He that will come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow Me.” You have
read your Bibles, and you know of
the cross the Saviour bore when He
laid aside His royal robe and kingly
crown and clothed His divinity with
humanity. He did not come to take
his position among the wealthy, where
He could have all the luxuries and
conveniences of life, For our sakes
He became poor, that we, through His
poverty, might become rich. e is
our example. We can deny our-
selves, and we can do a great deal
more of this than we have any idea of.

Just as soon as we place ourselves
where we realise that all that we have
and are is the Lord’s, it will be easy

to give. When we accepted Jesus
Christ, we accepted not only the
advantages that we are entitled to by
the Word of God, but the suffering
and humiliation also; and all the
spiritual and temporal advantages
which have come from Christ. He
bridged the gulf between heaven and
earth, and thus made finite man of
value in God’ssight. Through Christ,
our Mediator and Intercessor, the
human race has been placed on
vantage ground. Whatever our capa-
bilities, whatever our poverty or riches,
we are to show that we realise that
we are accountable to God and depen-
dent on Him. By our liberality and
self-denial we are to strive to co-
operate with Him. As labourers
together with God we have pledged
ourselves to co-operate with Him in
the advancement of His work. This is
our stewardship.

The work of God is to be carried on
by us as a people. We know how it

‘started. My husband said: ¢ Wife,

let us take only sixteen shillings a
week, We shall live very plainly and
dress very plainly, and take the means
that otherwise would come to us, and
invest it in the publishing work.”
The publishing house was then a plain,
square building, twenty-four by thirty-
six, Some narrow-minded men, who
wanted the money for themselves,
said, ¢ This is altogether too large a
building.” They brought such heavy
pressure to bear regarding this ques-
tion that a meeting was called. Iwas
asked to go and explain why, if the

Lord was coming 80. soon, the pub-
lishing work should need such a
large building. I said: ¢ You that
have ears, I want yowto hear. It is
because the Lord is coming that we
want & building as large as this is;
and more than that, it will grow
larger as the work progresses. The
Lord has a work to do in the world.
The message must go to all parts of
the earth., It is because we believe
this that we have started this work.
We are going to deny ourselves.”

My husband and I decided to take
lower wages. Others pledged them-
selves to do this also, and the money
thus saved was used in starting the
work. Some of our brethren donated
quite liberally, because they believed
what we said. In after years, when
prosperity attended the work, and
these brethren had grown old, and
become poor, we took their cases into
account, and helped them all we
could. My husband was a man full
of sympathy for the needy and the
suffering. ¢¢ Brother ——— put his
means into the work when it was in
need of help, and now we must help
him,” he would say.

There are cases where people will
give, as those did when the apostles
were unwilling o receive it, so liberal
wags the gift. There have been cases
where my husband has said: “I can-
not take your means.”” I believe
Christ will make us willing to do just
as the Israelites did when they were
building the tabernacle in the wilder-
ness. The tabernacle was te be built,
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and the Liord was very particular about
the building, as He is about anything
connected with His service. In
Egypt the Israelites had been accus-
tomed to see splendour and grandeur
connected with anything kingly ; and
God knew they would not be im-
pressed unless there was some out-
ward display. He let them have this,
and gave men of His appointment
skill and taet to do the work.

We want God to take hold of this
. work. Bulb to say we will nob receive
any loans, with or without interest,
would not be wise. There may be
those who could loan us money, while
they would not feel able to make a
gift. Newly come to the faith, they
might hardly feel that they could give
the money. We need a Sanitarium,
and we must have it. I bave not had
mueh to do with this Institution, but
I feel that it is my Sanitarium as
much as it is yours, because my
prayers and interest are in it. It is a
necessity that we bave a Sanitarium ;
but I cannot go so far as to say that
there will be no debt upon it. For
years I have been hiring money ‘from
America. Nevertheless, from those
who can make donations we shall be
very thankful to receive donations.
There are many who can give.
But to say to our brethren, ¢ You
must make a donation, because we
will not take a loan, with or without
interest,” would be unwise.

- One brother said to me not long
ago: “You are in a heavy pressure
for means. 1 will loan you sixty
pounds for one year without interest.”
We were under heavy pressure in order
to put up the Health Retreat, and I
knew this means would help us, I
felt as though it was a God-send, and
I was very grateful for it. 1 believe
the Lord stirred up our brother’s mind
to loan this money, and I felt very
thankful. I help as long as I have
any means to help with. As for laying
- up money, I donot do it; and I do
not expect to do it,

The Sanitarium, in Summer Hills
as it is now, does not properly repre-
sent the grand and ennobling work we
have to do for the Master. In the
Sanitarium we shall evect, there should
be no extravagant display. We
must locate where we shall not feel
that we have to keep up a grand ap-
pearance in order to make a right im-
pression. We must begin, as has been
stated, with a building that will
accommodate one hundred patients,
and then as the Liord gives prosperity,

we must enlarge, if His Spiritleadsin .

that direction.

But we must make
sure that we are treading on safe
ground, and then God will help us. .-

Our work is to educate men and

“women to understand their respon-

sibility to God, to understand that
everything they have comes from-Bim
through Jesus Christ. “Ye are not
your own; for ye are bought with a
price ; therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your Spirit, which are
God’s.”’ FEach one of us should stand
where we realise our responsibility and
accountability to the God of heaven.
When we realise this, Divine blessing
will rest upon us.

God declares: * Behold, I will send
My messenger, and he shall prepare
the way before Me; and the Lord,
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to
His temple, even the messenger of the
covenant, whom ye delight in; be-
hold He shall come, saith the Lord of
Hosts.” The Lord comes to His
temple to find those who ure sincere.
He measures the worshippers. He
knows those who are true-hearted and
self-sacrificing. ¢ Who may abide
the day of His coming; and who
shall stand when He appeareth?”
Who will stand in the day of investi-
gation, This does not mean the time
when the books are opened. It is a
preparatory work. ¢ For He is like a
refiner’s fire and like fuller's soap.”
To those who have felt unconcerned,
the Spirit comes as a reprover, and
shows them that they need to do some-
thing to cleanse the temple. He in-
vestigates the temple and the worship-
pers thereof. ‘ He shall sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver; and He
shall purify the sons of Levi, and
purge them as gold and silver, that
they may offer unto God an offering
in righteousness.” It will be as it
was in the days of old, when the
people were bringing their gifts for
the building of the tabernacle. Their
offerings were accepted, and they
brought so much that the word went
forth, ¢ Bring no more; there ig
enough.” Even though an offering
may be small, the Lord will receive it
as wholly acceptable; and He can
make it go a lorg way. “ Then shall
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
be pleasant unto the Liord, as in the
days of old, and as in former years.”

“T am the Lord; I change not;
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not con-
sumed. KEven from the days of your
fathers ye are gone away from Mine
ordinances, and have not kept them.
Return unto Me. and I will return
unto you, saith the Liord of Hosts.

Jury 28, 1899.

Will & man rob God ? Yet ye have
robbed Me. Bubt ye say, Wherein
have we robbed Thee ?. In tithes and
offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse;
for ye have robbed Me, even this whole
nation.”

To-day men are robbing God. For
the costly, massive structures they
are rearing, they will have to give an
account. The means thus used is
needed to send the Gospel to the dark
places of the earth. The owners are
accountable to God for the misuses of
the means God has given them.

“Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat in
Mine house, and prove Me now here-
with, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will
not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out & blessing, that there
shall not be room enough to receive
it.. And I will rebuke the devourer
for your sakes, and he shall not
destroy the fruits of your ground;
neither shall your vine cast her fruif
before the time in the field, saith the
Lord of Hosts. And all nations shall
call you blessed; for ye shall be a
delightsome land, saith the Lord of
Hosts.”

God speaks to the class who are
always complaining. ¢ Your words
have been stout against Me, saith the
Lord. Yet ye say: What have we
spoken so much against Thee? Ye
have said, it is vain to serve God ; and
what profit is it that we bhave kept
His ordinance, and that we have
walked mournfully before the Lord of
Hosts?” Who asked them to walk
mournfully ? God wants us to walk
in the light of the Sun of Righteous-
ness. He wants His people to reflect
the light of heaven. He wants us fo
lift up our heads and rejoice, because
our redemption draweth nigh.

« And now we call the proud happy;
yea, they that work wickedness are
set up; yea, they that tempt God are
even delivered,” Thus the murmurers
talk. But a different class is brought
to view, ¢ Then they that feared the
Lord spake often one to another ; and
the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and
a book of remembrance was written
before Him for them that feared the
Lord, and that thought upon His
name. And they shall be Mine, saith
the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I
make up My jewels. And I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son
that serveth him. Then shall ye
return, and discern between the
righteous and the wicked, between
him that serveth God, and him that

Bus ye said, Wherein-shall we-return?—serveth-Him-not:*-
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When God’s people show that they
realise their accountability to Him,
and their dependencé on Him, by
carrying forward His work, the Lord
blesses them. ¢ are to do the very
best we can. We must have a Sani-
tarinm, and we must have it out of
the city, in a convenient location,
where there is plenty of water, because
we use water in the place of drugs.
The Sanitarium is to be located in a
restful place, where frams are not
passing all the time. It should be
away from the smoke of the chimneys

of a city, where the atmosphere is as

pure as can be found. We can be in
touch with Sydney, anl yet be out of
Sydney. Christ prayed for His people,
“I pray not that thou shouldst take
them out of the world, but that Thou
shouldst keep them from the evil.”
We are not to leave the world, but we
are %o ayoid all the evil possible. The
Lord God of Israel is going to help us
in this matter, and we are going to
seek Him with heart and soul. We
are going to plead that God will let
His Holy Spirit rest upon us. He
will hearken to the testimony of faith,
and I believe we shall see the salva-
tion of God. I believe He will furnish
good counsellors, men who can think
in right lines, and He will work with
them. I have no confidence in the
smartest men that ever lived unless
they are under the control of God
They may have natural capabilities
and talents, but unless they are
guided by the Holy Spirit, they
will be controlled by some one else.
God has given us talents, and He
wants us to place ourselves under His
working power. And just as sure as
we do this, He will give us power to
work.

Brother Wessells is a little diffident
in taking hold in a new place, but
though he is in a new conntry he has
not a new God. He has the same God
that he had in Africa, and he can put
himself under His teaching here.
Ohrist says, “Oome unto Me all ye
that labor and are heavy laden and I
will give you rest, Take My yoke
upon you and learn of Me, for I am
meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall
find rest unto your souls.” Let us
lay hold in order that we can lift,
Let us behold the grace and glory in
the face of Jesus Christ. The Lord
God of Israel wants to work with
every man who will be worked, and I
believe that Brother Wessels is a man
who wants to be worked. Ohrist
says, “My yoke is easy, and My burden
is light.”” T have always found it so.
Ohrist’s yoke is easy because He bears

the heavy end. His burden 1s light be-
cause He lifts with us, Hesays, “Learn
of Me, and ye shall find rest.” We need
this rest. We need tofind it by living
experience, and then go right to work,
as though we knew that the God of
Israel was at our right hand to help
us.

By self-sacrifice the work was started
in America, and now the Lnid has
seen fit to send us here to commence
the work. Even in my old age I have
come. The Lord has given me strength,
and I call upon you to-day to help us.
I have been sick, but you have been
praying for me, and He has heard your
prayers. I did not think that I could
have talked as I did yesterday. The
Lord God of Israel is the hope of His
people. He has said, ‘* Build a Sani-
tarium,” and a Sanitarium we are
going to build. He is going to help
us to do this, We are going to call
upon all to take hold and do what
they can, The Lord’s blessing will
rest upon the work if we only have a
willing mind, God has always helped
us, and He will continue to help us, I
praise His holy name.

—
-

Health Reform.

(G. 4. Irwin.)

—_—————

Friday Morning, July 21.

Brrore the commencement of the
study, Elder Irwin gave opportunity
for any who wished to express them-
selves on the subject that had been
under consideration to do so. Several
availed themselves of the privilege,
and spoke of the benefits that health
reform had brought to them, both
physical and spiritual. Among others
Dr. J. E. Caldwell, spoke as
follows : —

¢« T feel constrained to speak a few
words this morning. It is well known
that narcotics have a distorting effect
on the system. For instance, if a
man should take opium, there would
be two effects; the first would be
goporific: his mind would become
beclouded, and finally he would drop
off into unconsciousness. The other
effect would be the opposite one: his
mind would be stimulated; some
things would be enlarged to his
vision, while others would be far
below their normal condition; thus
his judgment would be perverted, and
he would be unable to form correct
conclusions in any particular. Now,
the effect of poisons taken with the
food, in the form of tea, coffes, to-
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baceo, or liquor, is exactly the same.
Also, in the case of fermentation in
the alimentary canal, these poisons
are absorbed into the blood and carried
to the nerve centres, where an effect
is produced similar to that caused by
narcotics. A man in this condition
cannot exercise faith, or see spiritual
things as they are. These are the
natural physical results of bad habits,
rendering it impossible to exercise
faith or spiritual discernment, while
indulging one’s appetites instead of
repressing them in accordance with
the glorious truth that we have re-
ceived.  Since ptomaine poisoning
from fermentation of the contents of
the alimentary canal has a similar
effect upon the mind, we are able to
appreciate some of the spiritual
benefits of a correct dietary. A man
who, from bad habits or indigestion,
lives in a condition in which hig
highest mental faculties are constantly
benumbed by narcotics, cannot aftain
to that high spiritual experience it is
his privilege to enjoy.”

Elder Irwin then proceeded as
follows :—

A question was asked yesterday
morning about man being a little
lower than the angels. I answered it
by the text, saying that he was made
a little lower than the angels, or “a
little while inferior’’ to the angels.
Yesterday morning there was put into
my hands this Testimony: ¢ There
was to be imparted to the human
beings striving for conformity to the
Divine image, an outlay of heaven’s
treasures, . an excellence of power,
which would place him higher than
the angels who had not fallen.”

Thus humanity will be made higher
than the angels who have never fallen.
So it says that he was made for “a
little while”” lower than the angels,
but hereafter he will be made
higher than the angels who have
never fallen. God has wonderful
things in store for us; but sin has so
blunted and marred our vision that we
cannot see them. Occasionally we
get a little glimmer of what is pro-
vided for us. But I am sure that if
we will live upto the light that He has
given us, we will be able to compre-
hend more and more.

While Dr. Caldwell was talking,
my mind reverted to a passage in
Luke: ¢ And take heed to yourselves,
lest at any time your hearts be over-
charged with gluttony.”” Luke 21:
85. I have read the Syriac version.
Now, the doctor said that continued
wrong habits produced a benumbed
condition of the mind. If any people
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in the world ought to be intelligent on
these matters and have every faculty
of the mind bright and clear, it is this
people. We are told that the devil
has come down and is working with
all signs and lying wonders, insomuch
that, if possible, he would deceive the
very elect. You know we are in a
time when winds of doctrine are blow-
ing from every quarter, and we should
have our spiritual discernment in the
best possible condition that we may
not be deceived. It seems to me that
when we view things in that light,
the matter of health reform becomes
of very great importance.

Again I read: ¢“Man was the
crowning act of the creation of God,
made in the image of God, and designed
to be a counterpart of God. . . .
Man is very dear to God, because he
was formed in His own image.”
Brethren. that is a precious thought
to me—that man is very dear to God.
And we know that it is so, for if if
were not, he would have perished long
ago. There is the foundation of all
our love to God. A man may practice
health reform from selfish motives,
because he wants the best physical
health he can havefor the prosecution
of his selfish projects, and not realize
his obligations to God ai all. But
that selfish standpoint would not
benefit us in the long run. We must
be careful to preserve our health and
to form right habits, because we are
very dear to God ; and to live to His
glory rather than for the purpose of
having strength to pursue our selfish
interests.

¢ Man was the crowning act of the
creation of God, made in the image of
God, and designed to be a counterpart
of God. .. Man is
very dear to God, because he was
formed in His own image. This fact
should impress us with the importance
of teaching by precept and example
the sin of defiling, by the indulgence
of appetite or by any other sinful
practise, the body which is designed
to represent God to the world.” « Let
not sin, therefore, reign in your mortal
body, that ye should obey it in the
lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your
members as insfruments of "un-
righteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that are
alive from the dead, and your mem-
bers as instruments of righteousness
unto God.” Romans 6: 12, 18

With these thoughts that we have
been studying for the last few morn-
ings before our minds, is there not an
incentive for us to yield ourselves to

-God?- Doesnotthe loveof God,in-what -

we have gone over, draw you more
towards God ?—Yes ; it is the good-
ness of God that leads us to repent-
ance. Is there any inspiration to
yield ourselves now, more than before,
since we have known the goodness of
God ? The last clause of this quota-
tion is a wonderful statement: ¢ This
fact should impress us with the im-
portance of teaching by precept and
example the sin of defiling, by the in-
dulgence of appetite or by any other
sinful practise, the body which is de-
signed to represent God to the world.”
What ! My body designed to represent
God to the world? That is God’s
design. Our bodies are to represent
God to the world. He is the owner of

_the whole man, soul, body, and spirit.

Then, if our bodies are marred and
scarred by sin, and give evidence,
right in the countenance, of debauchery
or evil practise, we are misrepresenting
God. ¢ The results which Satan has,
through his specions- temptations,
brought about, he uses to taunt God
with. He presents before God the
appearance of the human being whom
Christ has purchased as His property.
And what an unsightly representation
of his Maker! God 1s dishonoured,
because man has corrupted his ways
before the Lord.”

We learned in our lesson yesterday
that through sin the human family
has deteriorated, until, from a race of
giants in the beginning, beautiful
men and women, made in the image
of the Divine, both in form and
feature, we have deteriorated until we
are just a world of pigmies in stature,
and full of disease. God has under-
taken, from the rest of this world’s
history, to call out men and women
who will obey the light that He is
giving for this time, and place them-
selves in harmony with the laws of
their being, to fit them for translation
to heaven, and to bring back to its
original condition what God has in
His mind. And we found that by con-
forming to this we could have the
image of God restored, in a measure,
in the soul, and that our features
would bear the Divine credentials in
their countenances; and we found that
the thing to do it is the living prin-
ciples which are as the tree of life for
the healing of human woes. And
that work can be begun in us in a
measure. Our bodies can represent
God to the world even in this day and
age of the world, by conforming to
the laws of our being; and the Lord
will work wonderfully for peop'e in
this age of the world who will conform
to-His laws.. ’

Jury 28, 1899,

The Avondale School for
Christian Workers.

[Report of the Board of Managers,
for twenty-one months, ending June
80, 1899. W. C. White, President.]

In behalf of the managers of the
Avondale School, I take much pleasure
in presenting a brief report of the
workings of the school, since the last
meeting of the Union Conference at
Stanmore, in October, 1897.

" At that time, the first year’s work
of the school had just closed, and we
were full of rejoicing at the good work
that had been accomplished amid
numerous difficulties. )

In the meetings at Stanmore, three
resolutions were adopted regarding
the school. One expressed gratitude
to God for the rich blessing that had
rested upon the teachers in their work,
and upon the people, leading "them to
furnish means for the support of the
work. A second, acknowledged what
the churches had done in sending
students of mature age, and asked
them to continue this good woik in
the future. And a third called for
the immediate erection of the Boys’
Hall, and pledged the Conference, in
behalf of the people, to raise, during
the year, £1,000 for the most neces-
sary improvements.

At this time it was arranged that C.
B. Hughes should take charge of the
agricultural work, and endeavour to
raise as much as possible of the pro-
ducts that would be usable during the
next school year. And he was asked,
with the assistance of Mrs. Hughes,
to board several of the workmen, train
a company of boys in agriculture, and
put up a liberal supply of fruit for the
next school year. It was a trying
position, because of the variety of
enterprises, and the scarcity of tools
and possibilities for the work, but it
was carried through, and we all felt
that the work was blessed, especially
the farming operations.

As soon as sufficient means were
in sight, the work on the Boys’ Hall
was begun, and by earnest effort this
building was ready at the day ap-
pointed for the school to open, March
16, 1898. Although the burden of
financing the enterprises that have
followed rapidly, one after another,
has fallen heavily upon the Board,
and especially upon Bro. Metcalfe
Hare, who was both builder and
treasurer; although we have sometimes
been forced to ask large credit with
our timber merchants, and to ask our
faithful workmen to wait many weeks.
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for their pay; yet, when each school
term has opened, and we found our
buildings filled wikh students and
every facility taxed to the utmost, we
all unite in rejoiciog at the breadth of
the plans and provisions for the
accommodation of students.

Thus far in our experience the
capacity of our buildings has been, fo
a large degree, the measure of the
attendance of students. My observa-
tions in the several colonies led me to
think that at the beginning of each
school year there were in our churches
from twenty to thirty young people
who were thinking of coming fo
school, and who might have been per-
suaded to attend, had not our build-
ings been so nearly full that we felt
little need of asking for more students.

Daring the first school year, a family
of from forty to fifty, and a total
attendance of from sixty to seventy,
were ctowded info the two buildings
first erected. During the next summer
we built the Boys’ Hall, and fitted up
the Dining Hall; and when the
students came in, the family grew to
seventy, and the attendance to one
hundred. Then we built College
Hall, and finished off the old chapel
into living rooms, and this year the
family grew to ninety, and the attend-
ance t0 one hundred and twenty-five,

WORK OF THE BOARD.

There has been no vacation for the
School Board during the year and
nine months covered by this report.
During this time we have held
seventy-six meetings, in which we
have weighed and discussed questions
large and small, regarding land,
buildings, furnishings, finance, and
farming, as well as the more weighty
matters regarding the employment of
teachers, the government of the
School Home, and the general prin-
ciples upon which our work is estab-
lished.

THE SCHOOL FACULTY.

During the school year of 1898, the
faculty numbered seven, namely,
Pastor and Mrs. S. N. Haskell ; Mr.
and Mrs. C. B. Hughes; Mr. and
Mrs, H. C. Lacey, and Miss N. Whit-
tenberg. Besides these, there were
three young ladies in the Normal
Training Department, who assisted in
teaching the children in the primary
department.

When we undertook to organize the
faculty for this year’s work, we found
that the great interest awakened by
the Brishane camp-meeting made it
imperative that Pastor and Mrs. Has-

kell should remain with the work in
Queensland. And the deep and wide-
spread interest in Newcastle, at the
close of the camp-meeting held there,
demanded that Mr. and Mrs. H. C.
Lacey should remain for some weeks
with the work in Newcastle. Thus
we were deprived of four strong and
experienced teachers. The growing
business responsibilities of the school-
room work, and of the many depart-
ments of labor, showed us that it was
useless to continue to expect one man
to ach, as Bro. Hughes had been
forced to do, as prineipal, preceptor,
business manager, and steward.
Thierefore we called E. R. Palmer
from the management of the canvass-

ing work, to act as business manager ;

and F. W. Reekie, from West Aus-
tralia, to act as steward; and Pasbor
Daniells, for a time, from the general
work, to act as prineipal and Bible
teacher. Several new teachers were
added to the faculty, and after several
changes the faculty settled into the
following :— ’

E. R. Palmer, Principal and
teacher of elocution and missionary
class.

C. B. Hughes, teacher of mathe-
maties, horticulture, farming, bee-
keeping, and supt. of farm work.

Mrs. E. . Hughes, preceptress,
and supt. of preparatory department.

H. C. Lacey, preceptor and teacher
of Bible and liferature.

Mrs. TLillian Lacey, accountant,
and teacherof grammar night-school.

F. Lyndon, Bible and English
langunage.

O. A. Morse, instrumental and
vocal musie, book-keeping, and short-
hand.

Mrs. Edith H. Reekie, nursing.

Miss Harlow, dressmaking.

Miss N. Whittenberg, matron, and
teacher of cookery.

F. W. Reekie, steward.

Misses Tuxon, Gooding, White,
and Ward, teachersin the preparatory

department.

Miss Ray Ellis has come to take a
part in the preparatory department,
and Mr. and Mrs. John Paap have
been invited to come to help in the
future work.

We have a large faculty, and we
believe that good work is being done.
We should consider the many respon-
sibilities that rest upon a teacher in a
school like this, with which teachers
in the public schools have nothing to
do. In our school each one employed
as & teacher is also expected to act as

UNION CONFERENCE RECORD. 5

a foreman, and during two and one-half
hours each days he leads a company
of workers in some industrial labour.
Then think of the extra labour that
falls upon a teacher in the prepara-
tion of lessons that shall be a commu-
nication from heart to heart, instead
of depending upon a text-book in
hand, in which are questions already
prepared by some wise man who lived
years ago. :

Asg our work branches out, and we
endeavour to raise on the estate our
milk end honey, our vegetables and
legumes, and the feed for all our
horses and cattle; as we introduce
students more and more into the
making of their clothing, their boots,
and their rugs, as well as in the erec-
tion of the buildings that may be
required ; and as we engage in tent-
making, printing, and other branches,
we shall surely require a goodly
number of foremen, or teachers, and it
is our conviction that we should have
foremen that are teachers, and teachers
that can act as efficient foremen,

BUILDINGS.

The amount of money which was
invested in buildings in 1897, and
what is invested to-day, are shown in
the following table :—
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What we havebuilt during the time
covered by this report, therefore,
amounts to £2467 10s. 2d.
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AccounTs.

A comparative statement of our
Bills Payable, and Bills Receivable, in
1897 and at present, is shown in
Table O.*

These statements are not intended
to take the place of a balance-sheet,
but to present the leading facts, which
we thought would be of interest. We
bave found it a very difficult matter
to issue a balance-sheet in the middle
of the school year; and we hereby
‘request your assent to the proposal
that we issue balance-sheefs hereafter
at the close of the school year.- This
year it has been quite impossible to
bring out a balance-sheet at the close
of June, because of the extra work on
hand to prepare for your entertain-
ment at this session of the Qonference.

Our last balance-sheet, issued June
30, 1898, is here given :(—

BALANCE SHEET OF THE AVONDALE
SCHOOL, JUNE 30, 1898.

LiABInITIES.
£ s d
Interest Bearing Loans . 188710 0
Educational Fund (E.G.W.} .. 34114 1
Current Accounts 781 4 5
Present Worth .. 3727 9 9
£6687 18 3
ASSETS.,

Real Estate 2686 6 2
Buildings 2056 11 8
Machinery . . 500 0 0
Implements and Tools 101 011
Brick Plant . .. 5316 0
Horses, Cattle and Fowls .. 80 0 O
Apiary (23 swarms) .. . 28 14 6
Growing Crops .. .. .. 15 4 9
Furnishing . . 474 8 4
Dishes and Crockely .. .. 37 0 0
Groceries and Provisions .. 76 19 0
Books and Stationery .. .. 80 6 1
Library . .. .. 34 0 8
Current Accounts .. 29119 0
Cash in Hand .. .. .. 29 16 3
Cash in Bank .. 141 14 11
£6687 18 3

Donations from all sources to
June 30, 1898 3838 4 5
Present Worth .. 3727 9 9
Loss in operation . £110 14 8

Respectiully yours,
AvoNpare Scmoon Boarp.

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT “OF
AVONDALE SCHOOL,
For Year ending June 30, 98,

Loss.
£ s d
Balance Brought Forward 1051 4 3
0Old Garden Account . 100 0 0
Dep. Sawmill Plant 4712 9
,, Furnitare, 1897 .. 40 0 0
Set-off for Bad Debts .. 23 0 2
1261 17 2

© " *Copy not at hand.—Eb,

£ s d
Brought forward 1261 17 2
Salaries . 276 2 5
Groceries a,nd PlonSlOIlS 114 511
General Expense . 99 13 7
Dep. on Tools and Implements 15 17 10
. Furniture, 1898 7212 0
” leraly 411 9
Interest . 69 2 &
£1914 3 1

Prorr1E.
Rise on Real Estate 1207 19 4
1207 19 4
Tuition and Boaxrd 557 17 8
Dairy 18 9 4
Apiary .. 518 6
Brick Plant 7 1 1.
Sawmill . 518. 6
Loss to September, ’97 60 17 10
Loss for Year .. 50 010
£1914 3 1

In connection with the study of
this balance sheet, you may be inter-
ested in a brief statement of the
financial history of the school.

When we purchased the ¢ Camp-
bell Tract,” which we have named
the * Avondale Estate,” we obtained
it at the remarkably low figure of
£900. Surveying and perfecting the
title cost about £200. Then some
unnecessary litigation cost £400 more.
Thus the original tract cost £1500.
And at that time it was really worth
much more than that amount.

For some time we refused fo recog-
nise the fact that our land was worth
more that it cost, and in making the
annual balance sheets we reckoned
the land at its first cost, carrying not
only the expense of the unfortunate
litigation, but also the cost of many
necessary improvements, and of every
unsuccessful experiment in agricul-
ture, well-digging, and the like, to the
account of profit and loss. According
to this manner of figuring, our losses
to Sept. 80, 1896, appeared to be
£662 155 6d. To Sept. 80, 1897, it
figured at £1051 4s 8d.

‘When we came to take an inventory
June 30, 1898, we saw that in past
years we had not been figuring on a
right basis, and that it would be more
correct to charge up to real estate
these improvements which really
added o its value, and to inventory
our land aceording to a conservative
estimate of its actual value.

THE SALE OF LAND.

When we began work on the Avon-
dale Estate we thought that our school
might sometime grow to have two
hundred students; and we planned
for buildings that would accommodate
one hundred boarding students, and
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one hundred day students. We esti-
mated that the buildings with capacity
for this number of students, with
other necessary improvements, would
cost about five or six thousand pounds.
We felt that this would be considered
a large amount of money to raise by
donation, and we knew that a school
ought not to have an interest-bearing
debt. We studied with interest the
plans and methods of those who were
establishing large schools in America,
and we saw that they were selling off
numerous allotments near their school
buildings, and thus were apparently
making a handsome profit, to help
pay for their buildings.

1t was thought best by some to
adopt the same course here, not dis-
cerning that the counsel given us that
our school in Australia must not pat-
tern after the schools in America,
applied as truly to our business trans-
actions as to methods of government
and teaching. Financial considerations
prevailed, and we subdivided the tract
so that we might sell a large number
of small allotments close to the school
buildings. At that time we did not
think of the evils which would natur.
ally arise from having a large number
of familieslocated close aboutthe school.
We did not discern that the very pur-
pose for which we had located here in
the country would be largely frustrated
by the growth of a closely settled
community near the school.

W hen we came tomake final payment,
we were asked by the vendors to pay £3
rent, which was an unjust demand.
At the time I was in New Zealand,
and when asked what to do, I said,
pay the claim rather than have any
litigation. But our solicitor had begun
the suit without waiting for instruc-
tions, and then, as in many similar
cases in history, we were led on with
the perfect assurance of success to
final failure, and an expense of £400.
This put & damper on land sales, and
to a large degree saved us from & fatal
error. Nevertheless, some of our best
friends were so confident that we
would get the title all right in time,
that they made eontract for allotments,
and cleared, planted, and builded.

During the Biblical Institute held
here last September, a message came
to us regarding the development of
the School Farm, and what we may
do in improving and beautifying this
place. This also pointed out the evils
of settling families near together, or
near the school or meeting-house.
This has led us to withdraw from sale
all lands south of the Maitland Road.
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THE SAWMILL.

The sawmill, located near the boat
landing, has been used to cut nearly
all the hardwood timber used in our
school buildings, and sufficient framing
timber is piled back of the carpenter’s
shop to erect another cottage, and to
help towards erecting a suitable stable.

Nearly a year ago, when the Medi-
cal Missionary Association was looking
for a’ permanent location for their
Health Food Factory, the mill building,
with all its machinery except the
planing machine and the breakdown
saw, and two acres of land, were
offered to the Association for £400.
After due consideration the offer was
accepted, and the school was granted
permission to run the mill for two or
three months to complete the sawing of
the timber for the College Hall and
the cottages.

One of the purposes of locating this
Food Factory at Avondale has been to
furnish employment for students in
those parts of the work where un-
skilled labour could be employed, and
thereby help to provide ways by which
energetic and faithful young people
can help to work their way into an
education.

THE PURCHASE OF LAND.

When it was decided that our
school buildings should be erected
upon the beautiful ridge where they
now stand, we saw that there were
two small tracts of land lying between
the school and Sandy Creck which we
ought to purchase. The forty acres
lying east of the south portion of the
campus we purchased in 1895, for
£200. About fifteen acres of this
had been cleared, and is occupied by
our orchard and garden.

The fifty acres lying east and north
of this, forming the remainder of the
peninsula, and having about three-
quarters of a mile frontage on Sandy
and Dora Creeks, we purchased last
summer for £300.

GIFTS OF LAND.

During the last fwo years Mrs. E.
G. White has urged upon us the
necessity of providing a suitable place
for the care of the sick, and has re-
peatedly proposed that we begin to
work by the erection of a small build-
ing to be used as a hospital. Seeing
that we were so fully occupied with
our school work, and feeling that
delays must not be permitted, Mrs.
White appealed for assistance to Dr,

J. H. Kellogg, of the International’

Medical Missionary and Benevolent
Association, and to many old friends

in America, and as a result received
gifts and loans sufficient to begin the
work of building.

The School Board were asked to
donate a tract of ten to twenty acres,
and after careful study of the objects
and aims of the enterprise, it was
agreed to give to the Australasian
Medical Missionary and Benevolent

> Association about fifteen acres of its

best and most valuable land, lying
between Central Road and Dora
Creek, and fronting the Maitland
Road. The wvalue of this tract is
about £100.

About two years ago, when the
Avondale church was ready to build
a meeting-house, four lots were given
to it for church purposes; and, later
on, two chains square were given from
the corner of Lot No. 5, for a ceme-
tery. The value of these allotments
was about £40.

There is a beautiful tract lying just
east of the meeting-house, which we
are reserving till such time as the
Medical Missionary Association shall
need it for an Orphan’s Home, or
some similar benevolent enterprise.

LANDS FOR SALE.

We have a large area of land north
of the Maitland Road, some of which
is quite suitable for fruit-growing. In
the plans of subdivision this was left
in large blocks, but we believe that
the time has now come when we
ought to open up the road and sub-
divide some of these large blocks, so
that those who need to make homes
near the School or Food Factory can
secure blocks of from five to ten
acres at a reasonable price.

In consideration of the foregoing
experiences, it will be very plainly
seen that.the Avondale School has
never looked for a large income from
the sale of land, and other provision
must be made for the clearing of its
buildings from debt.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT,

From the information now placed
before you, a good understanding of
the financial position of the School
can be obtained. In consideration of
the importance and urgency of the
work, in consideration of the timesin
which we live, and in response to the
urgent messages that we have re-
ceived from time to time, we have
felt compelled to press forward the
work to its present stage, where ninety
boarding students, and as many more
day students can be comfortably ac-
commodated and instructed. We are
gorry that debts have had to be in-
curred in doing this. We have tried
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to build economically and well. Our
workmen have been content with
moderate wages, and have exercised
great patience 1n times of financial
pressure. _

It has been our aim to so conduct
the School that tuitions, if promptly
paid, shall cover the running ex-
penses. Last year this was done; our
total loss for the year being less than
the interest paid on borrowed money.
In the future we can do the same if
we can have experienced teachers on
the faculty, if our students will be
careful of the School property, and if
our brethren can see their way to lift
from us the burden of an interest-
bearing debt.

Our industrial undertakings, in
which we shall employ students just
as far as possible, will be a great help
to students, and will do much to srain
efficient burden bearers for various
missionary enterprises ; but we cannot
look to them as a source of profit. It
wou!ld not be right for us to make
money from industrial students if we
could. You will expect us to deal
with them considerately, and we shall
endeavour to do so. We certainly
must look outside of the working of
the School for the means to erect all
its buildings.

FUTURE REQUIREMENTS.

You will naturally ask—Are you
now done building? Can you now
stop increasing your investment, and
run along quietly with what youhave?
At present there are some improve-
ments required. Among the things
that seem to be imperative I will
mention :—

1. A large cistern near the laundry,
and a small windmill, ’

2. A commodious stable for our
horses and cattle.

8. A horse-power to run our chaff-
cutter, and a wood-sawing machine.

4. A large shed in which o cut
wood, and to do other work on rainy
days.

5. A ferry boat or a punt to cross
Dora Creck, so we can get straight
across t0 the Morrisett Road, and save
a mile and a half of bad road.

6. The development of a good nur-
sery of fruit and ornamental trees.

7. A brick building, which our
students gshould erect near enough to
the Food Factory to secure power,
which may be used at first as a print-
ing office below, and & dormitory for
workmen above, but which some day
will be fully utilised as a printing
office and bindery.
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OTHER FEATURES OF THE WORK.

I would be pleased to speak of the
satisfaction which we feel over the
establishment of the nurses’ training
course, the business department, and
the normal training department. Also
of the missionary spirit manifested by
some of the students since the week
of prayer in 1898. The issuing of an
illustrated calendar, and of a special
number of the Bible Echo, giving a
descriptive account of the School, has
done much to increase interest in, and
secure attendance at, the School.

We have taken the position that our
School was designed for students
from fourteen years old and upwards,
but we have not felt free to refuse to
admit the younger ones. The younger

- gbudents require more care than those
above fourteen years of age, and if it
is your wish that we continue to re-
celve them, we ask you fo consider
the great advantage to this class of
our having sufficient room so that
the younger ones may be more by
themselves, with special programme,
and agsistant matrons to care for
them.

In closing, we will request that you
select from your most experienced
ministers, persons to connect with the
School as teachers of the Bible, who
shall also agsist the principal as only
an experienced minister can, in the
Christian work of the School.

[ —

The School and Its Work.

[Mrs. B. G. White.)
Talk, Sabbath Afternoon, July 22.

Gop designs that this place shall be
a centre, an object lesson. Our School
is not to pattern after any school that
has been established in America, or
after any school that has been estab-
lished in this country. We are looking
to the Sun of Righteousness, trying to
catch every beam of light that we can.
Why? Because we want that light
in our school. Why have we gone to
such an expense in putting up build-
ings here if we are not to be separate
from the world. We are to stand in
Ohrist, learning of Him, the greatest
Teacher the world has ever known.
His word is to be the foundation of
all the education given,

Our greatest need is converted
families, parents and children who are
under obedience to God. From the
light given me by God, I know that if
the students in this school will learn
of Jesus Ohbrist, teachers can be sent
from-bere to take charge of schools

for smaller children; teachers who
have learned the greatest of all lessons,
who understand the Word of the Lord ;
teachers who will help the chbildren to
obtain a knowledge of the Scriptures.

From this centre we are to send
forth missionaries. Here they are to be
educated and trained, and sent to the
islands of the sea and other countries.
The Lord wants us to be preparing
for missionary work, But if, while
bere, the students show no aptitude
for missionary work, and are weak in
moral power, they are not fitted to go
to other countries, They are to be
tested and proved her€, that it may be

5 what " their “adaptibility is, and
whether théy have a" right hold from

above. If they have a firm hold on
Ohrist, they will have a right hold on
all with whom they come in con-
tact.

In this place students are to be pre-
pared to enter the work of God in
different places. Why were workers
sent to this country? Were there no
fields to be worked in America ? There

"was much work to be done there ; but

God designed that here an institution
should be established, from which
workers should go forth to the islands
of the sea. Persons of other languages
are to be brought here and taught the
English langnage. These will go back
to their different countries to educate
others.

This work will take money. Then
let none of us go into any extravagance,
for we cannot afford it., We must
bind about our wants, because the
Magster tells us to. We must be
laborers together with Him who left
the royal courts, and for our sakes
became poor that we through His
poverty might be made rich. He says
to us, ‘“ Follow Me.” I have been in-
structed that we need to wake up and
cut off every needless expenge. Come
right down to self-denial and self-
sacrifice, that the work of Giod may be
advanced, and places entered where
people know nothing about the truth.
The souls of those in darkness are just
as precious as our souls, and they are
to be won to God.

We are to work in these lines. This
is why light was given me that there
should be a centre here, that we should
bave a school where men and women
can be prepared to go as missionaries
to different countries. One missionary
is not to stay in the same place for
years. He is to work as a laborer
together with God, and when he has
served for a time, let him leave that
field. He is better prepared to tell
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those in the home field what is needed
in the field he has left, and to educate
workers for that field.

We are to have af this school an
office of publication. A printing press
is to be established here; not one so
fully equipped perhaps as the one in
Melbourne. An education in printing
is to be given here to those who shall
come from the Islands and other places.
They are to learn to print in their own
languages, and to translate from the
English into these languages. Then
they are prepared to give valuable help.
At the same time they can give in-
struction in the Island languages to
those who are fitting themselves to go
to the Islands.

These things can be done, and they
can be done right on this ground. God
designs that they shall be done. The
Lord wanted us to realise that we are
under responsibility to reach the very
highest standard in spirituality and
usefulness. There is a world to be
warned, This field has been presented
to me in every case as a world by
itself. We cannot always send to
Battle Oreek for our publications, or
even to the Hcho office ; écf)r we caﬁnob

et them soon enough., We must have
g rinting press here, where pamphiléts
ﬁ%‘l(’-ﬁm&ts " be printed, and more
&pecially that students may be édu-
c"a.%ea‘iﬁ the art of printing, IT there
were two or three presses it would be
none too many. I am talking of what
I know. We need to wake up. The
Third Angel’s Message is to prepare a
people to stand in the day of the
Lord.

In_this school workers are to be
educated to enter families affer "a
camp Ineeting 1s over, and give Bible-
readings. Asthese workérs learn the
meekness and lowliness of Christ,
they can enter families and give a
right impression. It is the after-work
of camp-meetings, the house to house
work, that gathers sheaves for the
Master. It is then that opposing
ministers come in with their objec-
tions ; and workers need to be on the
ground to meet these objections; for
the truth is new to the people, and
they must be taught line upon line,
precept upon precept, here a little and
there a little. In this work there is.
need of a great deal of prayer. There
must be a taking hold of God. The
people in the darkness of error can be
reached only through God.

Students are to be trained for this
work. But if those here show foolish-
ness, if they are not solid and sound
when here on the ground, where the
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influence tends to press them right
ahead, what good will it be to send
them into new fields to work for un-
believers.

God designs that every soul shall be
tested, tried, and proved, to see if he
is prepared to join the heavenly family,
o see if he can endure temptation, so
that he will not do Satan’s work.
There is a great and grand work to be
done. Some who are here may feel
that they must go to China or other
places to proclaim the message.
These should first place themselves in
the position of learners, and thus be
tested and tried. God wants us abueve
everything else to have a right hold
on Him. Eyery teacher and student
is to be linked together, and be deter-
mined £6 Press the battle to the gates,
réflising to allow the enemy to come
on 1o this ground. This is holy
ground. God’s Spirit moves upon
persons to come here, to make some-
thing of them. Those who have no
appreciation of this work might bet-
ter be one thousand miles away than
to be in the school. We want stu-
dents who will be subordinate to rule,
who will learn in the school of Christ,
-who can be prepared for the higher

"school, so that God can say to them,
Come up higher, I have lessons to
feach you. In My higher school you
shall learn throughout all efernity.

God wants to do something for each
we of us. This work is an individual
vork, a personal work. Students, do
mt depend on your teachers to form
yar character. For Christ’s sake
muke your characters individually.
Tike hold of God, and do not think
thit you have to be always with your
teahers in order to be solid workers.
We are to represent God to the world,
toshow what the truth has done for
us right on this ground. We want to
ses the moving of the Holy Spirit.
You will remember that the Spirit so
worked in the schools of the prophets
that when Saul, when hunting for
David, came in connection with one
of these schools, the Spirit came upon
him, and he prophesied. But we need
something more lasting than Saul
had. Take hold of God. You have
little enough time in which to form
characters fit for the future 1mmorta1
life. )

To those who fie up their money in
worldly enterprises, I would say, We
want that money, that we may set the
work of God in operation in places
where the people are still in darkness.
The towns from here to Queensland
are to be worked, and yet there are
regions beyond. There are those who,

when the Spirit of God comes upon
them, can go to Western Australia,
where a great work is to be done.
Get hold of God, and God will get

hold of you. Reach the people
throngh Christ; you cannob reach
them through yourself. Reach them

through the Spirit of God. God calls
upon us to put on the armour. We
do not want Saul’s armour, but the
whole armour of God. Then we can
go forth to the work with hearts full
of Christ-like tenderness, compassion,
and Jove.

[A question was asked regarding
the connection of the health foods
business and the school.]

The light given me is that it will
not be very long before we shall have
to give up using any animal food.
Even milk will have to be discarded.
Disease is accumulating rapidly. The
curse of God is upon the earth, be-
cause man has cursed ib. The habits
and practices of men have brought
the earth into such a condition that
some other food than "animal food
musgt be substituted for the human
family. We do not need flesh food at
all. God cangive us something else.

When we were talking about this
land, it was said, “Nothing can be
raised here.” ¢ Nevertheless,”” I said,
¢ the Lord can spread a table in the
wilderness.”  Under His direction
food will go along way. When we
place ourselves in right relation to
Him, He will help us, and the food
we eat In obedience to Him will
satisfy us. We can subsist on very
much less than we think we can, if
God's blessing is on the food; and if
it is for His glory, He can multiply it.

We need to understand that God is
in the health reform movement.
When we put Christ in if, it is right
for us to grasp every probablllty and
posgibility. -

The health food business is to be
connécted” with our school, and we
should make provision forit. We are
erecting buildings for the care of the
sick, and food will be required for the
patients. Wherever an interest is
awakened, the people are to be taught
the principles of health reform, If
this line of work is brought in, it will
be the entering wedge for the work of
presenting truth  The health food
business should be established here.
It should be one of the industries
connected with the school. God has
instructed me that parents can find
work in this industry, and send
their children to school. But every-
thing that is done should be done
with the greatest simplicity. There
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is to be no extravagance in anything.
Solid work is to be done, because
unless the work is done solidly, a slip-
shod experience is the result. We
need solid, well-developed workers in
every line. The work must be solid.
Just as soon as the belpers in this line
of work are controlled by the Holy
Spirit, the Lord willgive them tact and
intelligence in the manufacturing of
foods, just as He gave the workers
on the tabernacle understanding and
ability. He will enable them to do
the right kind of work in building up
the tabernacle of the body.

I would say to you—In all the work
here keep out criticism™and accusmg
This will naturally creep in, but it is
to be overcome. Get your hearts filled
with the Spirit of God, and then you
can be placed in positions of trust.
Each one of us should seek to excel in
the grace of Christ. I would warn
you now against the spirit of criticism,
that you may guard against it. TLet
us put the enemy out of the camp, and
let each one of us try to do his best.
First let us give ourselves to the Lord;
then we can make our offerings o
Him, and He will say, ye are laborers
together with Me.

———————e

Union Conference Proceedings.

TENTH MEETING.

Tuis meeting was called at 9 a.m.,
July 23, A. G. Daniells in the chair.
Prayer was offered by S. N. Haskell,
and the minutes of the two preceding
meetings were read and approved.

The Chair stated his thankful ap-
preciation of the circumstances under
which we were situated, and of the
blessings and privileges of this session.
He was sure the occasion would live
as a green spot in the memories of
those present, and in time to come we
would learn to appreciate even more
than we now can do the opportunities
we are now enjoying. We are, he
stated, handling great questions,
second in importance to none which
are engaging the atiention of man-
kind. He had hoped that the busi-
ness would have been disposed of be-
fore this stage of the meeting was
reached, and that we might have had
the last day for meditation and part-
ing counsel. Bub as we still had a
large amount of business to transact,
he hoped that we should be able to
attend to it with all the dispatch con-
sistent with its importance.
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Besides the businéss that must be
attended to to-day, there remained a
large volume of details which it would
be impossible to reach. Arrange-
ments had therefore been made to
continue the Conference for several
days in the form of a special council,
composed of the Conference committee,
and such representatives of the various
Conferences as could remain. ‘

W. C. White asked the privilege of
introducing an appeal and resolutions
in behalf of the Sabbath-school work.
Permission being granted, he stated
that he had been requested to formu-
late and present a plan for the re-
organisation of the Sabbath-school
work. The discussion of this having
been necessarily crowded out, he had
condensed his suggestions into the fol-
lowing form. The appeal aund reso-
lutions were read as follows :—

AN APPEAL, IN BEHALF OF THE SABBATH-
SCHOOL WORK.

Believing that the Sabbath-school
is one of the agencies blessed of God
for the upbuilding of His Church, we
desire to call the attention of the dele-
gates assembled to the fact that the
Sabbath-school work in the Australa-
sian colonies does mnot receive an
adequate share of the attention and
labours of the ministers and officers of
the~Union Conference.

Both its plan of organisation, and
the history of the Sabbath-school
work, show that it may be made
a most efficlent training-school
for OChristian workers, as well as
the nursery of the Church, and a
centre in which to generate zeal and
power for all kinds of Christian effort.
Therefore it is to be regretted that
during the last two years but little
time and aftention has been given to
the Sabbath-school work, and that in
some of the colonies it has been
treated as a matter of secondary im-
portance. There is every reason to
believe that the only reason for this
neglect of one important agency of
our grand and glorious work is, that
the multitude of cares and responsi-
bilities that have come upon leading
workers because of the necessity of
organising and developing other im-
portant lines of work, have so absorbed
their attention that Sabbath-sechool
interests have been forgotten. This
very naturally comes about in a work
like ours when any of the work is left
without the appointment of some one
to give it special attention.

And in this appeal for the proper
recognition of the Sabbath-sehool
work, we do not ask for an ‘establish-

ment of a separate organisation; but
we ask that the Sabbath-school work
shall be recognised by the Union Con-
ference as a distinet and important

" department, and we plead that this

department shall have its share of

‘attention and support.

For the furtherance of the Sabbath-
school work in all the Australasian
Colonies, we request that the Union
Conferer.ce shall :-—

1. Clearly recognise the Sabbath-
school department as an important
branch of its general work.

2. That it shall appoint, annually,
through its executive commifttee, a
general superintendent and a corres-
ponding secretary, whose relation
toward the Sabbath-school work in
Australasia shall be similar to that
borne by the president and secretary
of the International Sabbath-school
Association to the Sabbath-school
work throughout the world.

8. That it shall encourage and
assist the Colonial Conferences and
missions to secure efficient Sabbath-
school workers, and to plan for their
effective work.

4. That it shall make provision for
a Sabbath-school department, to be
maintained in the Union Conference
Record, in which the superintendent
and secretary of the department, and
the Sabbath-schcol workers through-
out the Colony, may speak to all our
schools.

Resolutions on  Sabbath-school
offerings : — v

Whereas, the chief objects of the
Sabbath-school offerings are the cul-
tivation of a spirit of benevolence,
and the stimulation of the interest in
missions, and,

Whereas, at the last session of the
General Conference the fact was
recognised that this can be best ac-
complished in the several great
continents and divisions of the world
by encouraging the -workers in each
field to administer its own Sabbath-
school Missionary offerings, therefore,

Resolved—*¢That the offerings of
the Australasian Sabbath-schools for
the third quarter of 1899 be devoted

to mission work in Fiji; the offerings.

of the fourth gquarter, to work among
the Maoris of New Zealand; the
offerings of the first quarter of 1900,

to the issuing of Raratongan litera--

ture; and from the second quarter of
that year, to the bringing out of much
needed books in the Tongan lan-
guage.” :

Whereas, we believe. that it would

be a valuable means of education in-

benevolent and philanthropic work,. if
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the work and needs of the methods
and the accomplishments of our
various home missionary enterprises .
were brought directly to the attention
of all our Sabbath-schools, therefore,

Resolved—¢¢ That we recommend
that during each quarter, general in-
formation be laid before the schools
regarding one of these benevolent
enterprises, and that a special collec-
tion be taken up in its behalf;” and
further,

Resolved—¢ That among the first
enterprises presented, attention be
given to the Melbourne Helping-
Hand Mission, the Avondale Health
Retreat, the charity work at the
Christchurch Health Home, and
charity work at the Sydney Sani-
tarium.”

Brother White followed the reading
of this paper with some remarks
upon the necessity of ministers being
interested in the Sabbath-school work.
This interest should not be con-
fined to the school-room, bubt should
be carried by the ministers into the
home and his association with the
children. And he would admonish
the meeting that no form of re-
organisation would remedy the defects
of sheer neglect to which he feared
the Sabbath-school work had been
subjected, in some localities at least.

A. T. Robinson moved that the
appeal be accepted and the resolutions
be referred to the Committee on Resolu
tions, and that the executive con-
mittee have discretion in arrangirg
the order in which the funds shoud
be dedicated to missions.

D. Steed seconded the motion, aid
stated that he strongly favored the re-
solution, and that it was necessary tlat
some definite steps be taken in belf
of the Sabbath-school cause.

The motion prevailed.

The discussion of the resolution 14
was then taken up, and was read
by the secretary, as follows :—

14, That the Union Conference
Record be enlarged, issned monthly,
and made a subscription paper; and
that assistant editors be secured to
maintain the several departments:
COhurcb, Sabbath-school, Tract and
Missionary, Canvassing, Educational,
and Medical Missionary.

This resolution called for extended
discussion. W, 0. White spoke of the
utility of such a:paper as a represen-
tative of the different enterprises, and-
a medium for keeping those enterprises
before the people. In answer to a
question as to where such a paper
should be published, he replied that it
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should be published at the nearest
point to the officers of the Conference.
The Ohair spoke of the necessity of
giving this guestion fuller considera-
tion than it was possible to at such a
meeting. He thought that the time
had come for a full understanding as
to what the policy of our papers should
be, and was not in favor of our leav-
ing this ground until we had settled
the points which were now at issue.

[ S —

Union Conference Proceedings.
ELEVENTH MEETING.

The 11th meeting of the Union
Conference met according to adjourn-
ment. Prayer was offered ky G. A.
Irwin.

The consideration of the balance-
sheet was made the special order of
business, and was adopted.

By vote, the Executive Cominittee
was authorised to appoint an auditor
of the accounts. An interesting and
profitable discussion of the various
statements of the financial question
then ensued, and the Conference ad-
journed for an intermission until 9
a.m.

At the hour named the Conference
again assembled, and prayer was
offered by K. H. Gates.

The resolutions already before the
meeting were then taken up for con-
sideration, and elicited considerable
diseussion, many points of interest
being brought out. They were finally
adopted as given in the records.

The business of the Conference
having been finished, the chair stated,
in a few closing remarks, his gratifi-
cation at the degree of the blessing of
God which we had enjoyed, and his
earnest desire that the steps taken
might result in the furtherance of His
eause.

The Conference was then led in
prayer by E. W, Farnsworth and W.
C. White, after which an adjourn-
ment was taken, sine die.

—————m

Our attention has been called to a
book entitled, “Through the Atolis
and Islands of the Great South Sea,”
by Frederick J. Moss, This book is
highly spoken of by our missionary
from Raratonga, J. E. Caldwell, M.D.,
as a faithful exponent of conditions
and matters in general in that most
interesting part of the world. The
volume contains over 300 pages, and

may be had of Wildman, Lyell, &

0o., Auckland.

The Close of the Conference.

Suspay, July 23, was the last day
of the fourth session of the Union
Conference, according to the formal
appointment. The day was filled with
important matters pertaining to vari-
ons enterprises. At 5 o’clock in the
afternoon Mrs. White took the plat-
form, and spoke for forty five minutes.
Her words of admonition and en-
couragement were laden with grace
and with the unctirn of the Spirit of
Truth. As the address will be pub-
lished, we will not undertake to outline
it here. At the close of the remarks
a most profound impression was rest-
ing upon the audience. There was a
spontaneous response to the deep
feelings of praise and gratitude in
testimonies that followed in constant
succession. We condense a few of
them. :

R. Hare: I wish my life brought
into that position where God can work
out His own counsel and will.

A. Mountain: I thank God for the
blessings of these meetings. I know
I will get trials when I get home. I
believe God brought me here to give
me strength to meet trials.

W. D. Salisbury: I feel like prais-
ing the Lord tonight for His bless-
ings to me. I have felt much of His
Spirit while I have been here with
you.

J.H, Camp: I desire to bless the
Lord for His goodness to me, I
realise that He has been with me, I
love my blessed Redeemer more than
I ever have,

J. Johanson : I thank Him because
the light of His Spirit has shone into
my heart. I realise that God’s heart
of love goes out to me.

D. Steed : I am deeply thankful to
the Lord for His goodness to me. I
have known of His presence since my
boyhood up, but I never remember a
time when I have enjoyed greater
privileges than I have at these meet-
ings. God has given me victories
here, and I find no words in which to
express my feelings. * Bless the Lord,
O my soul, and all that is within me
bless and praise His holy name,”

W. A. Oolcord: I want to express
my thankfulness for being hereat this
Oonference, and for the blessings I
have received. I can say, I know I
have a personal Saviour. I wanfthat
the truth shall be to me a living
reality,

Miss Ellis : My heart seems to be
filled with love to God. I am so giad
that it is possible to be completely rid
of self,
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J. E. Qaldwell: It appears to me
that there are very few here to-night
who have as much to thank the Lord
for as I have. I thank the Lord that
I am permitted to take back with me
a record of the meeting, and the good
things that we have had in the Con-
Jerence Record.

E. H. Gates: I have never seen a
time in my Christian experience when
I have been so absolutely certain that
God is willing to pive us the victory,
I am especially thankful for the meet-
ing of yesterday, and bthe words that
were spoken by Sister White.

W. C. White: I thank the Lord, I
praise Him with a full heart for the
experience of this meeting. I have
had evidence that the Lord is willing
to fill us with blessings. I long to be
enlarged that I may share much of the
blessing that He is providing for us.

J.J. Wessels: I desire to express
my gratitude for the blessings of God."
When I came to this place I was
hungering and thirsting after righteous-
ness. I asked the Lord to bless me,
and I bless Him that He has fulfilled
His promise.

D. A. Owen: This has been a very
precious time to me. It is one of the
best meetings I have ever been per-
mitted to enjoy.

W. Knight: I am thankful for the

_responsive thrill that passes through

my being at the mention of the name
of Jesus. It seems to me we have
had an experience we have not before
enjoyed. I want to realise more what
Jesus said, that His Spirit will be a
well of water springing up within us
to everlasting life.

C. P. Michaels : I want to especially
thank the Lord for the words of en-
couragement and counsel I have re-
ceived to-night.

Mrs, Wilson: I feel a desire to
praise the Lord for what He has done
for me during these meetings. My
heart is set to glorify Him, and teo
please Him in all my ways,

Miss Mills: I am thankful for the
good courage 1 have to-night.

H. Hughes: It is not our feelings
that are going to do the work for us,
because when we feel happy we feel
in ourselves that we have nothing to
overcome. When we have darkness
to overcome we can experlence that it
is faith that is the victory.

J. Redward : I want you all to know
that I belong to the Lord. I have
been a recipient for the blessings that -
have been prayed for.

V. J. Farnsworth: “ When I com-
plained, my spirit was overwhelmed
within me.”” I have taken this as my
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motto, “I will praise the Lord at all
times.”’
Mrs. Haskell: This has been a
precious season to me.
J. Mills: ¢ O, happy day that fixed
my choice,
On Thee, my Saviour and
my God.”

Mrs. Braucht : I praise God for the
light I have got here.

E. Hilliard : I bave never attended
any meetings where I have received
the good that I have here. ‘We have
come to the time when Calebs and
Joshuas want to come to the front.

A. T. Rosinsoxn: I desire to intro-
duce a matter which is of interest to
all. I feel that I have a special claim
to the privilege of “presenting this
resolution. Ever since my connection
with the cause of present truth, I have
regarded Elder Haskell as my father
in the Gospel.

Resolved—¢ That this Conference
be given the opportunity to express
its heartfelt appreciation of the valu-
able labors and liberal gifts of Elder
S. N. Hagkell in connection with our
work in this field. Also of the timely
visit and counsels of Elder G. A.
Irwin, President of the General Con-
ference. Further, that our sympathy
and prayers be extended to Brother
and Sister Haskell, and Brother Irwin,
that the rich blessing of God may
accompany them on ftheir ocean
voyage to America, and their
labors in that country.”

I feel more than my words can
express the feeling of my gratitude to
God for all His kindness and counsel
to me, and I feel very deeply Elder
Haskell’s leaving us at this time, and
I believe that I voice the sentiment of
the delegates from our Conference.
We had built our hopes very largely
upon having Elder Haskell’s labors
and counsel with us for a fime. I
feel that this resolution does not ex-
press—words cannot express—but the
heart only can feel, that we shall
miss the labors and counsel of Elder
Haskell from our midst. I have
greatly appreciated the visit of Brother

Irwin to this country. We greatly .

enjoyed his few days’ visit in Mel-
bourne. We distributed him round
just as far as we could while he was
there, and his talks were greatly
appreciated. I thank God for this
precious Conference which we have
enjoyed together, and hope that God’s
blessing may rest upon us here, and
that it may accompany those that
leave us for distant fields.

N. D. Favtkarap: I know that it
must cause Brother Haskell’s heart to
rejoice to see here some of the very
first Sabbath-keepers in the colonies.
I know Brother Haskell was the
means of bringing me into the truth.
I praise God for the associations we
have had together. I praise God for
the light, love, and truth we had in
Albert Park. Several of us met
together for a Bible reading and the
devil got in among us and created
quite a disturbance, but as usual he
overstepped himself, and instead of
convincing us against the truth, he
convinced us for the truth. I trust
that the name of Brother Haskell will
ever live in my mind.

S. N. Haskerr: These remarks
place me in an embarrassing position
—these personal expressions. I was
thinking what God had wrought.
When we came over to this country
about fifteen years ago, there was not
& Seventh-day Adventist in Australia.
And now we can only say, See what
God hath wrought. The message
has been a success, and it will be a
success. If the message could have
failed, it would have failed years ago.
We can only say, as expressed in the
Bible, that the long-suffering of God is
our salvation, and it is that the work
may be accomplished in the world as
God purposes it should. I am thank-
ful to God that I had the privilege of
coming to Australia. In a testimony
given in 1874 by Sister White in the
Battle Creek Church, she described
the things that would take place in
the message, and said the time had
come that the truth should go to
other countries, and that she had seen
in other countries publications were
issued and a great work was accom-
plished. Brother White asked her
what countries. She thought for
awhile ard said, ¢ I cannot think of
but one name now, and I remnember the
angel said Australia.” And it was no
credit to us-- we simply believed God,
and then began to talk about Aus-
tralia to our brethren, and they sent
over some hundreds of papers every
week. The time came finally when it
was thought best for a company to
come over here, and so Elder Corliss
and his wife,
his wife, Brother Arnold, Brother
Scott, and I, came. I was gone from
Amercia at that time about one
year. When I got back, Brother
Robert Hare had gone to Healds-
burg. We were with Brother Cor-
liss when he organised the first
church in Vietoria. I think I was
with Brother Tenney wher the first

Brother Israel and .
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church in this colony was organised.
We organised a church in New Zea-
land, where some of the brothers had
never kept the Sabbath. They bad
decided that week to keep it. When
we had got them together to have the
ordinances so that they might have a
fair start, we met together that night
up in Kukuparere, Brother Joseph
Hare, who is here to-night, and who
did not keep the Sabbath then, came
in just as we got to the ordinance of
humility. Next morning, when I
went out, I saw him a good way off.
He was riding to town, and so was L
I went up and rode beside him. T
could not think of anything to say to
him for a long time. At last I said
to him, ¢ Well, Brother Joseph, what
did you think of the meeting. last
night?” He said, “If we are going
to be Christians we ought to be
Christians.” We rode. along again
for a long while before we spoke.
Finally I spoke about business. I
said, “I think if you keep the Sab-
bath the Liord will take care of your
business.” ¢ Well, business or no
business, I am going to keep the Sab-
bath,” said he. I am thankful that
he iz here tonight. T am thankful
for what God has wrought in the
colonies, and for our associations
during the past three years, 1 am
thankful for what the. Lord has
wrought, and for the institutions that
have been planted here in Australia.
‘We were here about five months when
we had a paper started, and I remem-
ber very well after we became ac-
quainted with Brethren Woods and
Miller, how we talked the matter over
with Brother Corliss. ¢ Now,” said
I, “we must have a paper.” How
were we going to print it ? We would
pray together that those two young
men would be converted to the truth,
and come over and help us run the
paper. We began to pray for that
printing office, and we got it, and He
gave us the two men to come with if,
and the Lord prospered us and we had
a paper started. How well God has
led in it all, and now the future will
be short comparatively because we are
almost through ; and how soonthe work
will close will depend largely upon our
relation to God. We have nothing to
fear, for it is a partnership with the
Almighty, May the Lord give us His
Holy Spirit, to give faith and courage,
that you may realise special help of
God in the battles which are to be
fought. It will be a battle and a
march all the way through. ButI
am glad that the vietory has been
settled before the world was. It has-
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been fixed and Christ has come and
died. He brought the infinite power
of heaven right down to this earth.
May His blessing rest upon you.

G. A Iswiv: I very mueh appre-
ciate the meeting that we are having
here to-night, and whi'e with Brother
Haskell I do not believe in praising or
flattering men or anything of the
kind, T do not believe you have in-
tenled it in that way. While you are
rejoicing to-night over the fourteenth
anniversary of the preaching of the
message in this country, I rejoice that
it has been fourteen years sinee the
message came to me. "And I have
thought what an advancement the
message hags made in these fourteen
vears. It is marvellous in our eyes;
surely the Lord is in this work. Since
that time the message has gone to
many of the islands of the sea, to Aus-
tralia, and New Zealand. All over this
country, elear down through America,
the Islands of the Carribbean Sea, and
up to leeland and Alagka, the message
has gone sinee it was preached in this
country. The message has encircled
the world, until almost every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people has heard
the joyful sound. One year ago ab
this time I was in Furope at the
European Union Conference, and
there were delegates from Siberia,
Turkey, and other places representing
ten different languages. As we
preached there was an interpreter each
side of us, and all through the room
were knots of people that did not an-
derstand either of us, and they had
somebody speaking to them in their
language. You do nobt know how I
appreciate this visit. I am sure it
has been more benefit to me than ts
you. My mind has been enlarged as
I have seen more of the magnitade of
this work. And, brethren, while the
work is large, and there is much to
do, I am fully persuaded that if we
will properly relate ourselves to the
Lord at this time He will soon cut
the work short in righteousness. 1
am sure of it. We have passed
through a Conference of about three
weeks, questions have eome up for
consideration, and all seemed to unite
in what was done. [ believe that this
is a happy omen. God istaking out
of us that spirit of selfishness. Now,
as we shall leave to return to America,
I do sincerely ask the prayers of this
Conference to follow us. I am glad
that you have acceded so readily to
the request for Brother Hagkell's re-
turn, because I believe that it shows
that you have a love for the cause in
its entirety, and you are willing to

_prineiples.

- devil,

sink your local interest and needs and
preferences for the great field at large.
Iam so glad that in the last days,
when sin and iniquity are sweeping
over the land like a great tidal wave,
when we through years of transgres-
sion have beeome so deteriorated, that
God is gathering out a people who, by
yielding obedience to Him, can have
the work of restoration that will
finally bring us back to Eden re-
stored, begun in this life. Now, my
earnest prayer is that the good work
begun may be confinued in every
heart till we are made white.

Sister Warre: [ feel very thankful
that we have got the Word, and I
have read this over and over again :
¢« Put on therefore as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, bowels of merecies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meek-
ness, long-suffe-ing.” Now, what kind
of a people would we be if we were to
do that always? ¢ Forbearing one
another, and forgiving one another, if
any man have a quarrel against any:
even as Christ forgave you, so als> do
ve. And, above all these things, put
on charity, which is the bond of
perfectness.” Now, 1 thought if all
this ecompany here would just carry
out these words that are here, why,
we should be ready for franslation;
we certainly would be ready for the

work of God to go forward in the.

world. And now here is some-
thing that I want you to consider :
“And let the peace of God rule in
your hearts, to the which ye also are
called in one body ; and be ye thank-
ful.” What an infloence you ecould
carry if everyone would carry out these
But there is something
more. * Liet the word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom ; teaching
and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to
the Lord. And whatsoever ye do’in
word or deed, do all in the name of the
Liord Jesus, giving thanks unto God
and the Father by Him.” Well, now,
is not that very precious; I think it is
very precious. Then we read in
Ephesians, ¢ And be not drunk with
wine wherein isexcess.” Here is
something you can be filled with; it
will restore the moral image of God
in man: ¢ But be filled with the
Spirit.” Then we can be, that is a
possibility. Then let us let it ; let us
let the Spirit of God dwell in our
hearts, and give mo place for the
Here it says again:  Speak-
ing to yourselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your hearts.”

nected with the school.
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Do not you think that we should do
this, and if we should sing more fo the
glory of God, and if we should be
cheerful and nnt appear as if we were
a band of mourners going to the
cemetery ; do you not think that if we
lifted up our heads and rejoiced because
our redemption draweth nigh there
would be altogether a different atmos-
phere surrounding our souls? Now,
I felt very thankful indeed that
Brother Haskell came just at the
time of the first term of our school,
and we had a blessed school. Every
soul that came to the school for that
term was converted. The Bible was
opened, and there seemed to be a
treasure house that Brother Haskell
could draw from and present it to the
people, and it was of the greatest value
to us, I thank the Liord to see this con-
gregation here, a large company. I
feel sorry we cannot have the labours
of Brother Haskell here and have
them in America, but we cannot have
both, and the Liord will give us
the strength if it is his duty to go
there. I am very thankful to meet
Brother Trwin. It has seemed like
having a little pieece of America here,
and here we can speak and pray
together, although 1 was ill for a week
and could not get out. I thought I
would have to take time to r-cover,
but the Spirit of the Lord strengthened
me and blessed me. Now I thank
God I have the pleasure of saying
these few words, and the Lord will
bless every one of us that wants to be
blessed.

W. C. Wamre: The Apostle says
that we have many teachers, but not
many fathers, and while we -all frel -
that we are losing a father in the
departure of Brother Haskell, I think
it is especially so with those con-
I have often
thought how appropriate it was that
he should have been connected with
the first term of this school. He,
with Elder Butler, united in raising
the fund that built the first college;
and they too were also with my father
and mother in planning about that
school. Then, years later, when the
time ecame to build in California and
Massachussets, Brother Haskell was
president of both these Conferences.
When our Healdsburg College cpened,
he spent several weeks with us out-
lining the policy, laying down the
foundation prineiples much nearer to
the principles which we are operating
on than when the policy of other
schools came in and the foundation
principles upon which we started
were, to a certain extent, forgotten.
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Then he opened our school here, and
was with us. I have wondered what
will be next. I pray God that Ilis
blessing may add health and strength,
and years of usefulness, that he may
help in the establishment of other
schools.

Brother Wammax : Iam very thank-
ful to-night that these brethren came
here with this truth. I was the first
that was baptised into this truth on
this side of the world. I remember
nearly all the circumstances that our
brethren " have been relating of our
first experiences. Well, I do thank
God to-night that I have been fourteen
years in the Seventh-day Adventist
ship, and thank God it is as firm to-
night as it ever was. All my friends
said: ¢ Don’t take any notice of them
men. They have come from America
to get a good cheque, and away they
will go and leave us.”” But they are
here yet ; thank the Lord for this. 1
cannot express my feelings to-night.
I do bless the Liord for the hope that
I have of soon seeing Him as He is,
and enjoying that rest which He has
gone to prepare for all those that love
Him.

- i, W. Fanxswortn : I would like to
notice a few reminiscences of my ex-
periences since I have been connected
with this cause. You that take the
Review and Herald, noticed, perhaps,
a few weeks ago, an obituary notice of
the death of C. K. Farnsworth, of
Washington, New Hampshire. He
was an uncle of mine. He was the
first man that commenced to keep the
Sabbath among Adventists. He and
my father began to keep the Sabbath
at the same time, in the spring of
1844 ; g0 that he is the last of those
old first Sabbath keepers at Washing-
ton, New Hampghire. There has
been a church there ever since, and
God has greatly blessed them, They
began to keep the Sabbath without
ever hearing a sermon, by reading the
Bible. After they had kept the Sab-
bath two or three times, others united
with them, so that in the course of a
few months there was quite a little
company of Sabbath-keepers there in
that place. But, as I said before, the
last one of those that first began to
keep the Sabbath is now dead and
gone. But their children and their
grand-children have grown up, and I
am glad to report that almost every
one of them, with scarcely an ex-
ception, is still in the truth,
It is thirty years ago this present
year that Brother and Sister White
came to our place. They turned their

youth. Fourteen children, all about
the same age, started in the Christian
life. There are seven out of the four-
teen now engaged in the work of God.
Some are in Africa, some are here,
and some in different parts of the
United States. I think four of that
number are dead, and only two out of
the number ever apostatised and went
away.

While the brethren were talking, I
could not help thinking of some
things connected with Brother Has-
kell’s labors, and Brother Irwin’s. I
remember the second time I ever saw
Brother Irwin. Elder O. A. Olsen
and I went down to attend the confer-
ence in Ohio, and there was a rather
peculiar situation of things. They
did not know whom to select for pre-
sident. There were quite a number
of preachers there, but they did not
know, hardly, what to do. Finally
the last day of the meeting came
along, and Brother Olsen wanted to
know if I had got a president picked
out yet. I told him ¢ Yes,” and asked
him if he had one picked out, and he
said ¢ Yes.” ¢ Well,” I gaid, ¢- who
have you got?” ¢“He said, ‘“ Who
have you got?’ I said, “I have
Brother Irwin.” ¢ Well,” he says,
¢ that is the man I have selected.”
Then he remarked——* The man that

-can pull off his coat and drive tent

stakes all day will make a pretty good
president.”” Brother Trwin was not a
preacher ; he was just a farmer. The
only rocommendation we had, the
only thing we knew about him was
that he was all over the camp ground,
looking after everybody and every-
thing, Tt was that circumstance that
placed him where he was. And per-
haps some of these young men might
take a hint from that.

I remember the first time I saw
Brother Haskell. He was a young
man, and vigorous, He came to our
house with a horse and sleigh. The
snow was so deep that all the horse
could do was to draw the sleigh, and
Brother Haskell walked along on foot,
behind the sleigh. »

I was thinking this evening of the
first camp-meeting I ever attended. I
volunteered to go down and clear up
the camp-ground. We went down
and worked away ; and by the way, we
did not expect any pay, either. But
Brother Haskell fed-us at his house,
and we worked and cleared off a circle
in the ground. We carried all the
brush off, and packed it around the
circle. But Brother Haskell thought
the circle was not large enough, so we

_attention to. the conversion--of- the--carried-it-back-alittlefarther. Then
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Brother Haskell said he did not be-
lieve we had got it far enough back,
so we had to carry it further still,
until finally he did consent to let it
remain. But I remember that the-
entire ground that we cleared off was
filled with people, and I do not know
but it would have been if we had
cleared twice as much. I bless God
that I have been acquainted with
Brother Haskell.

A. T, Roeinson : When I came up
here a fow weeks ago I was told that
the buildings were full of students,
and you were saying that if any more
came you would have to have more
buildings, but somehow we have had
nice rooms, well furnished, and all the
comforts and conveniences we could
ask for. I know there are a good
many delegates here, and everyone
would like to speak on this, but we
have not time to do this, so we have
framed a resolution. The students
have given up their nice comfortable
rooms, and in the dining-room they
have waited upon us, and they have
done it well and cheerfully, and I
want to read this resolution that you
may all have an opportunity to give
expression to your feelings,

Resolved : * That the delegates and
visitors to this Conference be allowed
to express, as fully as may be done by
a resolution, their thankfulness for
the more than hospitable manner in
which they have been entertained at
the Avondale School Home. While
thus thanking the management in
general, it is desired to make especial
reference to the excellent bill of fare
provided, and the kind and courteous
attention on the part of all connected
with the dininghall; also to the students
who have generously given up their
pleasant rooms, and made many other
sacrifices for the convenience of visit-
ors, and who bhave so cheerfully done
all in their power for our comfort.”

This resolution was seconded by G.
B. Starr, and others, and ecarried
unanimously.

E. R. Paruer: I want to say, on
behalf of the students, that I am sure
I voice their sentiments when I say
that it has been the most pleasant
event of the school year to have the
privilege of welcoming the laborers,
and in some cases the parents of some,
of our students, It hasbeen a delight
to act as rowers in the boats, ete,, and
to do our best to make them com-
fortable, = We greatly appreciate
the blessings that these Conference
workers have brought to the school,

and the blessings have been mutual.
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The Principles of True Educa-
tion Applied in the Study of
Geography.

{Miss 8. E. Peck.)

“Tre Lord has been greatly dis-
honoured in our institutions of learn-
ing, whérs His Word has been made
only a book among books. The very
book that contains infallible wisdom
has scarcely been opened as a study
book.”—(U.T., 9:4.)

“The instruction given in our
schools should be in distinet lines,
and should differ materially from
the instruction given in any other
school in the land. The truth of
God is to give shape to each dis-
tinet branch of education. The work
of every teacher should be to fasten
the minds of the students upon the
gra,nd truths of the Word of inspira-
tion.”—(U. T., 10: 1.)

“The work of teachers in our
schools is not to be of the same order
as the work done in the colleges and
seminaries of the world. The great,
grand work of education is not to
be of an inferior order in the scien-
tific branches, but that knowledge
must be imparted which will prepare
a people to stand in the great day
of God’s preparation.”

It is the work of teachers to * res-
cue’’ the facts of science * from the
rubbish of error,” and, resetting them
“in the framework of truth,” pre-
gent them to the student.

As the result of this and much
other gimilar instruction given us
throungh the Spirit of Prophecy,
efforts have been made to apply these
important prineiples to the work of
theclass-room. Among other branches
of study where great light and rich
blessings have come both to students
and to teachers as a result of this
effort, was the work done in omne of
the advanced geography classes.

That time might not be lost in
unsystematic effort, the work was
first divided into the four divisions
usually made by geographers—mathe-
matical, physical, political, and de-
seriptive ; and, while the facts found
in ordinary text-books (provided they
were facts) were not ignored, these
books were used chiefly as reference
books, a large portion of the study
being drawn from the Bible and the
Testimonies.

As geography is a description of
this earth, we recogmised at the out-
set that ¢ the whole natural world
is .designed to be an interpreter of

the things of God,”—(8.T.);
that ¢ our little world is the lesson
book of the universe.”

In the study of mathematical geo-
graphy, geographical terms, such as
diameter, circumference, poles, axis,
7ones, circles, latitude, longitude, &e.,
were learned either from the diction-
ary or some geography; but as far as
we were able we found texts of Scrip-
ture and quotations from the Spirit of
Prophecy which gave the desired in-
formation. The difference between
our world and the unfallen worlds,
the effects of sin upon the earth, and
the love of God as shown in the plan
of redemption were specially dwelt
upon. To illustrate:—In the lesson
concerning the size of the carth,
while we learned that the earth’s
diameter was about 8,000 miles, and
its circumference about 25,000 miles,
we failed to comprehend how much
of God’s universe this included until
Is. 40: 15 was read, ¢ Behold, the
nations are as a drop of a bucket, and
are counted as the small dust of the
balance.” We then considered the
fact, that of the known planets of this
solar system our earth was but a mere
speck, truly but a drop in a bucket;
but when we read from G. C. not
merely of one sun and one system, but
of “suns and systems, all in sheir
appointed order, cireling the throne of
Diety,” in our vain attempt to grasp
the infinity of God, this «“drop in a

backet”” grew smaller and smaller,

until it sank almost out of sight. And
this was the one lost sheep, for the
redemption of which, though ap-

parently so insignificant, Christ and

the Father had risked all. More than
this, had we individually, though so
small a part of that one drop, been
the only being on earth in need of
salvation, just as much would have
been risked for us. This fact magni-
fied the love of God far beyond our
comprehension, and never before were
we so well prepared to exclaim with
the Psalmist, ¢ What is man that
Thou art mindful of him 2 We also
read extracts from E.W. and G.C.,
from which we learn that, if faithful,
we should have the privilege of visiting
all the worlds, and viewing all the
handiwork of God, and that there, with
immortal minds, with every faculty
developed, and every capacity in-
creased ; there, where the acquirement
of knowledge will not weary the mind
nor exhaust the energies, we would be
able to carry forward the grandest
enterprigses, reach the loftiest aspira-
tions, realise the highest ambitions ;
and still there would arise new heights
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to surmount, new wonders to admire,
new truths to comprehend, fresh
objects to call forth the powers of mind
and soul and body. As we read these
thoughts, our hearts burned with a
desire to be saved that we might share
the joys of the redeemed.

Further, the various worlds of our

system revolve around the sun in the
same way that the leaves of a plant
are spirally arranged around the stem.
The number of turns made on fhe
sbem, and the number of leaves passed
before reaching the leaf directly above
the one from which we started, form a
regularly ascending series 1,2, 8, 5, 8,
18, ete., of which any two added
together would make the third, So
likewise the planets revolve around
the sun, and complete their orbit in
periods which exhibit precisely the
same succession of numbers, a series of
threes. This wonderful similarity and
simplicity of -arrangement surely
proves that the same Hand adjusted
the leaves of the herb of the field
which set in motiod the stars of
heaven ; that the order of the whole
system is repeated in the smallest of
its contents. By this and other facts,
which may be connected with the
study of mathematical geography,
God’s order and mathematical exact-
ness may be appreciated.
- Which do you thivk is of the
greater value to the student in fhis
study—the bare facts of science, or
thege facts ¢set in a frame-work of
truth”? Do you think that the
bringing into the class-room the light
which the Lord has given us caused
the study to be of an inferior nature,
or led the student to regard less
sacredly the Word of God ?

The second divigion is that of
physical geography. It was not our
aim to make anything like an exhaus-
tive study of this branch, but because
of its close relation to the general
subject of geography, it became neces-
sary to give it some notice, We spent
several weeks in this department, con-
sidering it under six heads.

First, the creation of the earth,
using as a starting point Gen, I, and
this quotation from the Testimonies :
¢ The assumption that the events of
the first week required thousands of
years strikes directly at the foun-
dation of the fourth command-
ment. The principle object gained
was the vindication of the character -
of God in the manner and time
He took to bring the earth out of
its condition of being in darkness,
without form,-and void. ‘He spake
and it was done, He commanded and
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it stood fast.’” Here also was laid the
foundation stone for the observance of
the Sabbath.”

The second section was that of the
land, with its various divisions, con-
tinents, islands, ‘mountains, deserts,
etc. Here we tried to make our
methods in harmony with the methods
of Christ; for ‘¢ the lake, the moun-
tains, the spreading fields, the sun-
light flooding the earth, all furnished
objects to illustrate His lessons”
(D’A., p. 244), and ‘ He studied the
lessons which His own hand had
written in earth, and sea, and sky.”—
(S.T., p. 158.) In dealing with each
division of land we considered, as far
as possible, their general appearance
as they came from the hand of the
Creator, how each had been affected
by the work of sin, and what each
would be in the earth made new. We
also drew from them many spiritual
lessons, for,  in earth and sea and sky
He wrote the message of His Father's
love.”

The third division was that of the
water in its various forms; the ocean,
the waves, tides, and currents; the
rivers, brooks, and streams ; the dew,
mists and fogs, vapor, frost, clouds,
snow, hail, rain, and the rainbow. As
an illustration of how we dealt with
these various topics, we will take the
subject of clouds. Here we may
- learn the various kinds of clouds, and
of what they are composed, and so
forth ; but there are other lessons of
much greater value which God has
given in His Word. For instance,
God uses clouds to represent a false
profession (Prov. 25: 14), as a sym-
bol of His presence (Nahum 1:3;
Lev. 16 : 2), as a sign of Christ’s
coming (Math. 24 : 80; Rev. 14:
14), as a representation of God's
favor {Prov. 16 : 15), as a revelation
of God’s knowledge (Job 87 : 16), as
a representation of companies of
angels (Ps. 104 : 83; 68 : 17); their
relation to God’s throne (Eze. 1 : 28),
to Christ’s ascension (Acts1: 9), to
the resurrection of the just (I Thess.
4:17). Dark clouds represent sin
(Is. 44 : 22), while bright clouds re-
present God’s presence and blessing
(Zach. 10 :1). These verses show
some of the lessons which God has
written in the clouds for our instruc-
tion, and He designs that whenever
the eye rests upon the object, the
mind will. recall its spiritual sig-
nificance.

Under the fourth division of
physical geography, the atmosphere
was considered. We commenced with

thejthought that the atmosphere sur- .

rounding our earth and breathed in

by us every moment of our lives was
the symbol of prayer, ¢ the breath of
the soul.” For of Enoch i is said in
P.P.: «“To him prayer was as the
breath of the soul: he lived in the
very atmosphere of heaven.” This
showed us how we were to ¢ pray
without ceasing.” We also learned
that a lack of prayer would result in
spiritual death as verily as ceasing
to breathe meant physical death. In
considering the condition of the air
before affected by sin, the following
quotation from science was read :—

“ A warm and more uniform climate
once existed over the whole earth.
Remains of vegetation are now found
in Spitzbergen, Greeunland, and other

"cold countries, of kinds similar to those

now growing in warm regions. The
climate seems to have been more
uniform then than it is now. Fossils
of trees and of animals found in the far
north—in  Greenland, Spitzbergen,
Nova Zembla, New Siberia, and else-
where —show that a mild climate and
great forests extended far beyond the
Arctic Circle. ~Species of sequoia,
much like the red-woods and big trees
of California, are found fossil from
Italy to Great Britain, and in Siberia
and Nova Zembla, as well as in
Greenland and British America, In
these forests lived many kinds of
animals, some gigantic in size and of
strange forms.”

These facts were found amid the
““rubbish of error,” and we are told
that it is the work of the teacher to
“ rescue’’ such facts and present them
to the student after * re-setting them
in the framework of truth.”” This we
tried to do by reading from the
Testimonies the same fact in these
words :—

“ After their sin, Adam and Eve
were no longer to dwell in Eden. In
humility and unutterable saduess they
bade farewell to their beautiful home,
and went forth to dwell upon the
earth, where rested the curse of sin,
The atmosphere, once s0 mild and
uniform in temperature, was now
subject to marked changes, and the
Lord mercifully provided them with &
garment of skins as a protection from
the extremes of heat and cold.”—(P.P.)

After considering the condition of
the air before affected by sin, we noted
the change which sin had wrought,
showing the use God makes of the
extremes of heat and cold, of winds
and sterms, etc, and completed the
study by quotations and references
concerning the atmosphere of the new
earth,

vegetable lite. This study was based

_the secrets of its life.”
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upon such quotations as the following:
“Consider the lilies of the field.”
“Oun every leaf of the forest God’s
name was written.”” “They (Adam
and Eve) held converse with leaf, and
flower, and tree, gathering from each
“He (Jesus)
studied the life of plants and animals,
and the life of man,”

Of the vegetable world before
affected by sin, we read that * as the
earth came forth from the hand of its
Maker, it was exceeding beautiful; . .
the fruitful soil everywhere produced
a luxuriant growth of verdure. .
Graceful shrubs and delicate flowers
greeted the eye at every turn. The
heights were crowned with trees more
majestic than any that now exist. . . .
The order and harmony of creation
spoke of infinite wisdom and power.”
—(P.P.,p. 32,39)

Of the vegetable world after affected
by sin, we read that “as they (Adam
and Eve) witnessed, in drooping
fower and falling leaf, the first signs
of decay, Adam and his companion
mourned more deeply than men now
mourn over their dead. The death of
the frail, delicate flowers was indeed a
cause of sorrow ; but when the goodly
trees cast off their leaves, the scene
brought vividly to mind the stern
fact that death is the portion of every

living thing.”—(P.P. 50.)

-Of the vegetable world of the new
earth we read : *“And I saw another
field of all kinds of flowers, and as I
plucked them, I cried out, They will
never fade! Next I saw a field of
tall grass, most glorious to behold; it
was living green, and had a reflection
of silver and gold, as it waved proudly
to the glory of King Jesus. . . . Then
we entered a wood, not like the dark
woods we have here; no, no; but
light, and all over glorious; the
branches of the trees waved to and
fro, and we all cried out—*We will
dwell safely in the wilderness and
sleep in the woods.’ Mount
Zion was just hefore us, and on the
mount was a glorious temple, and
about it were seven other mountains,

on which grew roses and lilies. And
I saw the little ones pluck-
the never fading flowers, There were

all kinds of trees around the temple
to beautify the place; the box, the
pine, the fir, the oil, the myrtle, the
pomegranate, and the figtree bowed
down with the weight of the timely
figs,—-these made the place all over
glorious.”—(E.W.,p 14.)
(To be Concluded in Special No. 10.)
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