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NEWS

Five Adventist representatives have 
spoken up on behalf of those living in 
poverty as part of the Micah Chal-
lenge’s Voices for Justice conference.

 More than 280 Christians from 
across Australia—representing 20 
Christian aid and development agen-
cies, including the Adventist Devel-
opment and Relief Agency–Australia 
(ADRA)—attended the conference, 
held in Canberra from September 15-
18. They spent two days in training, 
worshipping and networking, before 
spending a further two days at Aus-
tralia’s Parliament House meeting with 
parliamentarians.

“Many of the causes of poverty 
are systemic, part of the way society 
works, and mere charity and even 
development are not always sufficient 
to overcome that,” said ADRA Australia 
advocacy officer Harwood Lockton, 
who is a member of the Micah Chal-
lenge campaign steering group. 

“Political systems need to be 
nudged to do the right thing and this 
can be done through advocacy.” 

In what has become an annual ad-
vocacy event, the focus of this year’s 
conference was the progress and work 
yet to be done in meeting the United 
Nation’s Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG) by 2015. “A lot of people 

aren’t aware that significant progress 
has been made in the past 20 years 
towards lifting people out of poverty,” 
Micah Challenge national coordinator 
John Beckett said. 

“The international goal to halve the 
proportion of people without access to 
clean drinking water has been reached 
ahead of schedule, and this is just 
one example of the difference we can 
make when people work together for 
a common cause.”

Adventist artist Joanna Darby ap-
preciated the opportunity to network 
with other Christians who are pas-
sionate about justice issues. “For so 
long I have spoken about justice to 
various groups within our Church to 
raise awareness of these issues and 
God’s heart for the poor, but this was 
a chance to actually speak up as Prov-
erbs 31:8, 9 urges ‘speak up for the 
poor and helpless and see that they 
get justice’,” she said.

Mrs Darby said her participation 
in the conference had changed her 
perceptions of how progress can be 
made to combat poverty around the 
world. “I have realised how easy it is to 
approach people like my local elected 
representatives on important issues,” 
she said. “This experience has chal-
lenged me to engage more with these 

issues beyond our Church, as well as 
reignited my passion for prioritising 
justice as a fundamental part of our 
Adventist identity.”

Small “lobby groups” formed among 
the participants met with members 
of the House of Representatives and 
senators from all political parties and 
many received positive responses, 
with dozens of parliamentarians adding 
their faces to a jigsaw puzzle commit-
ting them to continue to work toward 
fully achieving the MDG, and improving 
and increasing Australia’s international 
aid commitments.

More information on this event and 
the related campaigns can be found at  
<www.micahchallenge.org.au>. 
—Nathan Brown

Adventists speak up on global poverty
Canberra, Australian Capital Territory

Adventist advocates—(L–R) Nathan Brown, 
Mark Webster, Joanna Darby, Avril Lockton and 
Harwood Lockton.

Family focus for Christian conference in Fiji 
Suva, Fiji

The first National Christian Family 
Conference for the Trans-Pacific Union 
Mission (TPUM) was held in Suva in 
August. 

The conference was attended by 
more than 100 leaders from various 
faith communities, non-government 
organisations and community-based 
groups. It was organised by Pastor 
Mike Sikuri, TPUM Family Ministries 
director, and began with a presenta-
tion on the significance of families for 
national health by Dr Willie and Elaine 
Oliver, General Conference Family 
Ministries directors. 

The key-note speaker was Maggie 

Hamilton, who presented on the issue 
of the early sexualisation of children. 

One of the attendees stated, “The 
Adventist Church in Fiji is way in front 
of so many other groups when it 
comes to resources in family ministry. 
Your leadership in this area is so much 
appreciated.”

En route to Fiji, the Olivers 
preached and led out in a number of 
workshops at Kellyville church, Greater 
Sydney Conference. 

Pastor Trafford Fischer, Family Min-
istries director for the South Pacific 
Division, said, “The Olivers provided 
excellent leadership and encourage-

ment to families and married couples 
through their ministry at Kellyville.”  
—Trafford Fischer/RECORD staff

Dr Willie and Elaine Oliver presenting together.

record.net.au • OCTOBER 6, 2012  3



NEWSEDITORIAL

INSIGHT

Dr Barry Oliver Senior Consulting Editor 
James Standish  Editor  
and communication director
Jarrod Stackelroth Assistant editor 
Kent Kingston Assistant editor
Dora Amuimuia Sales & marketing
Tracey Bridcutt Copyeditor
Linden Chuang Editorial assistant

           twitter.com/RECORDadventist

Letters editor@record.net.au 
News & Photos news@record.net.au 
Noticeboard ads@record.net.au
http://record.net.au
Mail: �Adventist Media Network  

Locked bag 1115 
Wahroonga, NSW 2076, Australia

Phone (02) 9847 2222   
Fax (02) 9847 2200

            

Subscriptions   
Record mailed within Australia 
and New Zealand  
$A43.80 $NZ73.00 
Other prices on application  
Printed fortnightly 
subscriptions@record.net.au
Cover credit: Jill Ennever

“AoZora Adventist Academy director 
Nikesh Sinha, with students from 
the school.”

Official news magazine of the South Pacific  
Division Seventh-day Adventist Church

ABN 59 093 117 689

Vol 117 No 21.

Hooray for humble hypocrites 
James Standish

I’m a hypocrite. 
In that one simple truism, I, ironically, prove myself wrong. 

You see, when you claim to be a hypocrite, you can hardly 
be a hypocrite, because genuine hypocrisy requires a level of 
public deceit.

 But there’s an even better way to avoid the perils of 
hypocrisy: adhere to nothing that is noble, remarkable or 
aspirational. After all, if you express no ideals, you can never 
violate them. 

This latter method of hypocrisy avoidance is the currency 
of today. It may be why, for example, Hollywood icons can 
act in the most reprehensible manner and never be called 
into question. After all, they haven’t aspired to anything, so 
why should they be held to standards of common decency? 
Anyone who professes ideals in the public square, however, 
stands a good chance of being hunted down like wounded 
prey at any hint of inconsistency.

 Of course, some consider that a life of iron-willed con-
sistency is also a vice; as consistency is nothing but a proxy 
for smallmindedness. Or, as Ralph Waldo Emerson put it:

 A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, 
adored by little statesmen and philosophers and divines. 
With consistency a great soul has simply nothing to do. He 
may as well concern himself with his shadow on the wall. 
Speak what you think now in hard words, and tomorrow 
speak what tomorrow thinks in hard words again, though 
it contradict every thing you said today. 
So, if consistency is a vice, and hypocrisy the one remain-

ing publicly recognised moral failing, where can we find a 
safe harbour? Adhere to nothing, stand for nothing, aspire to 
nothing, swivel with the prevailing winds, and one should be 
on solid ground.

 But it’s hardly the kind of solid ground a Christian can be 
satisfied with. And maybe that’s what makes the Bible such a 
wonderful source of strength for us today. Not only because 
it provides hope of salvation and the principles by which 
to live, but because it also provides the stories of real, live 
human beings who struggled in just the way we do. Virtually 
every character in the Bible is a hypocrite of the worst order. 
There is Noah, whose drunken antics don’t bear repeating; 
Abraham, who bedded his servant and lied about his wife; 
Moses, who killed a man with his own hands; Joseph, who 

dispossessed the starving common people of all their assets, 
including their land, and put it all in Pharaoh’s hands (Genesis 
47); Esther, who employed a methodology to rise to royalty 
we don’t recommend; and David, whose various misdeeds 
we don’t have space for. And yet, but for Noah, the hu-
man race would not have survived; it is through Abraham’s 
lineage the Messiah came; Moses was entrusted with the 
awesome privilege of giving us the law; Joseph saved an 
entire civilisation; and, not to be outdone, Esther saved her 
entire people. David gave us, among other things, arguably 
the most beautiful book of the Bible. Not bad for a rough and 
tumble group of hypocrites who would be ideal targets in the 
gotcha world we live in today.

 Of course, David isn’t our example; Jesus is. Hence, I’m 
not intimating there is an excuse for our sin. But the reality 
is everyone has done something wrong, and for many of us, 
it wasn’t all that long ago (or is it just me?) And while each 
sin we repent of is wiped off the books of heaven, they are 
not wiped off the memories of men. Should our insufficiency 
stifle our willingness to express ideals?

 The characters of the Bible all did great things despite 
their failings. And so, by the grace of God, can we. Not that 
it will be easy. Standing up for ideals—particularly biblical 
ideals—invites the world to expose our inconsistencies and 
celebrate any failings, real or perceived. But that’s OK. Life 
has never been easy, and achieving great things has never 
been simple. We need courage, perseverance, strength of 
character and a healthy perspective on the realities of life. A 
good dash of humility, accompanied by a willingness to admit 
our own human failings, also goes a long way.

There’s not a human being who has achieved great things 
who could not be accused of hypocrisy. In this life, as fallen 
humans who embrace Christ, we have a choice between 
opening ourselves up to the possibility of being called 
hypocrites or being irrelevant. Irrelevancy is, I believe, the far 
greater moral failing. So, yes, I’m a hypocrite. I’m a hypocrite 
because I am a faulted human being who has chosen to pub-
licly embrace our very highest Christian ideals. And for that, I 
do not apologise. 

James Standish is communication director for the South Pacific Division.  

I have just returned to our Wahroonga office after 
chairing an important meeting of the governing council 
of Pacific Adventist University (PAU) in Papua New 
Guinea.  I have said it before and I say it again: you 
should all be very proud of our university.  I listened 
at graduation last year as the Prime Minister of Papua 
New Guinea named it the premier university in Papua 
New Guinea.  The graduates of PAU are making a huge 
difference right across the Pacific.

Permit me to quote from the 2012 Academic Bulletin 
of PAU:

Pacific Adventist University’s philosophy of education 
affirms that true education has to do with the develop-
ment of the whole person not just the mind. Viewed 
from a Christian perspective, students are multi-dimen-
sional and are valued and gifted by God with individual-
ity and the capacity to achieve their full potential.

The Seventh-day Adventist philosophy of education 

is unique.  We are committed to the devel-
opment of the whole person.  We are 
vitally interested in the physical, social, 
intellectual, emotional and spiritual 
growth of our students.  To the extent 
that our schools and tertiary institu-
tions are fulfilling the mandate to of-
fer a holistic education experience and 
environment, they deserve our support.

Come to think of it, not only our 
schools but everything we do as a 
Church can be described in terms of this 
holistic development.  It sounds to me very 
much like the process of becoming a 
disciple of Jesus Christ.  Educa-
tion and discipleship: two 
ways of looking at a similar 
process?

A whole person . . . a disciple?

Students teach, minister 
and serve overseas 
Cooranbong, New South Wales

Three Ministry Of Teaching Overseas (MOTO) trips organised by the 
School of Education have returned from practicums in Cambodia, India and 
Nepal.

Each trip, led by an Avondale College of Higher Education lecturer during 
semester recess, focused on teaching, with additional components includ-
ing building, community service and evangelism.

The annual trips are part of Avondale’s commitment to prepare students 
for lives of service. 

Experience a little of each trip in this photo feature.—Josh Dye
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The group of 18 students hike from Lukla 
(2860 metres) to Everest base camp (5364 
metres). The ascent took eight days—due 
to the risk of altitude sickness—while the 
descent took three.

Vinod, a teacher at AoZora Adventist 
Academy,  publicly commits his life to Jesus 
after six years of Bible study.

Orphans from Wat Preah Yesu display 
drawings they created during kids’ clubs run 
each afternoon by the MOTO Cambodia team.

Second year BEd (Primary) student Lara 
Steele helps locals plant rice.

Dr Barry Oliver is president of the South Pacific Division of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Official pressure 
Concerns for religious freedom in Russia are 
increasing, after a Pentecostal church was 
bulldozed and fines for unauthorised religious 
gatherings were increased tenfold. Religious 
services conducted outside recognised places 
of worship or private homes need official 
permission. Christians in rented halls have been 
targeted as well as Jehovah’s Witnesses, Muslims 
and Hare Krishnas.—Forum 18 News

Lost in translation
The 2011 edition of the New International 
Version has come under criticism for the 
changes it has made in the interest of 
gender equality. Both Southern Baptists and 
Missouri Synod Lutherans have officially 
rejected the new NIV. They say the changes 
are inaccurate and sometimes confuse the 
message of the text.—Christian Today

Number one
For only the third time in history, a Christian 
album has topped America’s Billboard 200 
music charts. Last month, TobyMac’s “Eye 
On It” debuted at number one. TobyMac says 
he hopes the songs will remind people that, 
although we are flawed, God offers us love, 
hope and refuge.—Assist News Service

Saturated  
Doctors have accused the alcohol industry 
of using Facebook and Twitter to target 
young drinkers. The Australian Medical 
Association is calling for the Federal 
Government to establish an inquiry into 
alcohol marketing, saying self-regulation has 
failed and marketing to young people is at an 
unprecedented level.—ABC

Freedom
After three years on death row in Iran, Christian 
pastor Youcef Nadarkhani has been released 
from prison. Pastor Nadarkhani was convicted 
of apostasy for leaving Islam and had his death 
sentence upheld by higher courts. The case 
prompted international campaigns, with millions 
calling for his release.—Open Doors International

Blue suede news 
Elvis Presley’s Bible has been auctioned in the 
UK for $A$91,600, more than twice the expected 
value. The Book contains handwritten notes, 
thoughts, annotations and underlining, including 
Luke 9:25. The buyer is believed to be an 
American living in the UK but has refused to be 
identified.—Christian Post

eGiving website ready to go 
I can remember getting my early pay packets as little 

envelopes with pounds, shilling and pence—admittedly 
not many pounds but it was still notes and coins tucked 
into a little envelope. Along came dollars and cents and it 
sounded better but did not buy more than before. Today 
my pay notice comes as an email. It tells me that money 
has been electronically transferred into my bank account. 
This is safer and the transfer is secure and fast and with 
the degree of automation, it is more efficient. 

Now we also can give our tithes and offerings by elec-
tronic transfer through an internet connection. It is similar 
to how we set up our payments for electricity, water, 
phone accounts or council rates. We understand that this 
may not suit everyone, but it does give a very helpful op-
tion that can be advantageous for you and your church, 
including your local church treasurer. Giving your tithe and 
selected offerings through a bank transfer does not bypass 
important stewardship principles. In some ways it may 
even be able to enhance your considered response to God 
and His work in our world.

Stewardship principles
I asked Pastor Roger Govender (AUC Stewardship direc-

tor) how he would describe Christian stewardship. He said: 
“Stewardship is a partnership with God that touches all 
aspects of our life. We are God’s agents working on His 
behalf. We are managers of His gracious gifts to us. We 
exist because God has given life to us and Christ gave His 
life for us (2 Corinthians 9:16). Stewardship is our response 
to Him. Everything we are and have is really His.” 

Pastor Govender also pointed out that there are more 
than 2300 Bible verses that talk about various aspects of 
stewardship. The Bible gives instructions on how we can 
manage our time, talents, treasure and our body temple. 
Paul speaks highly of the early believers from Macedonia  
(2 Corinthians 8 and 9) who gave so generously for the 
support of those involved in ministry. It is in the context of 
his commendation that he says, “Remember that the per-
son who plants few seeds will have a small crop; the one 
who plants many seeds will have a large crop. You should 

each give, then, as you have decided, not with regret or 
out of a sense of duty; for God loves the one who gives 
gladly” (2 Corinthians 9:6,7 Good News Translation).

Treasury challenges
Giving tithes and offerings back to God’s treasury is an 

act of worship and a very important aspect of steward-
ship. For some it’s a share of a crop; for others it means 
cash in an envelope, but today it can also be by electronic 
transfer. Too often our “free will” giving is determined by 
what we happen to have left in our wallet or purse on the 
Sabbath day. Funding key projects is a constant challenge 
for our Church’s treasurers. There is real value in following 
what the early believers, commended by Paul, were doing. 
They were thinking, planning and giving in a systematic 
way. 

Information technology assistance
A number of local Australian conferences have devel-

oped their own system for the automatic lodgement of 
tithes and offerings. Recently, the IT Department at the 
South Pacific Division has put a lot of work into enhanc-
ing one of these systems into the new eGiving website 
that can be used by conferences across Australia and New 
Zealand. 

It’s as simple as registering on the Australian (www.
egiving.org.au) or New Zealand (www.egiving.org.nz) web-
sites. Why not take a look now and explore the “How to 
section”? All payment arrangements are entered through 
your local church web portal so it’s not bypassing your 
local church. All lodgements are then transferred directly 
into our Church’s tithes and offerings accounting system 
and a receipt is automatically generated for your records. 
This provides a secure, state-of-the-art giving option that 
will suit busy church members and lighten the load of local 
church and conference treasurers. In a slight paraphrase 
of the words of Matthew 10:8, “You have received freely—
now give freely”.	                                                            

Pastor Kevin Price is Stewardship liaison officer for the South Pacific  
Division.

by Kevin Price 

Giving made easy:  
www.egiving.org.au and  
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Partnership changes lives in PNG
by Braden Blyde

A stone’s throw from Australia’s northern shores lies the 
country’s closest neighbour and one of the world’s least 
developed countries—Papua New Guinea.

Despite its close proximity to Australia’s prosperous 
shores, more than 40 per cent of Papua New Guinea’s 
population lives below the poverty line; the majority living 
in remote mountain and coastal villages. Sadly, almost 50 
per cent of the young population are illiterate. But things 
are changing, thanks partly to the long-term commitment 
of the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA).

“ADRA’s Church Partnership Program (CPP) is just one 
of many of ADRA’s activities that are bringing safe drinking 
water, health care, education and empowerment to those 
most in need,” said ADRA Australia 
CEO Jonathan Duffy. And as the CPP 
project approaches its 10th year of 
operation, ADRA’s work is now mak-
ing an impact in every province of the 
country. 

“The Church Partnership Program 
is a uniquely powerful project,” Mr 
Duffy said. “By utilising and strengthening the structures of 
churches, church departments and church members, ADRA 
is bringing hope to the far corners of the country.”

From drugs to rice
Samson is one of the beneficiaries. When his wife died 

he turned to drugs to cope. His life fell apart, haunted by 
the memories of his wife and his father’s death. All this 
changed when he began attending ADRA’s rice training  
as part of the CPP. He received guidance and support to 
establish a small rice farm—and instead of spending time 
drinking, Samson decided to make something of his farm 
and his life.

With just his second crop Samson harvested six bags of 
rice—two were kept for his family with the remaining four 
sold for 1.50 kina per cup. Now he has money to buy his 
family the essentials, and can trade with his neighbours for 
taro and other vegetables. 

CPP, which is funded by ADRA Australia through AusAID, 

the Australian Government’s aid program, currently in-
cludes train-the-trainer activities for HIV and AIDS  
education, teacher training, administrative capacity build-
ing, and agriculture and small business training.

It has taken 10 years of hard work and commitment on 
behalf of both ADRA staff and supporters to get to this 
point; a point where not only is ADRA changing the lives of 
individuals, but also empowering others to spread ADRA’s 
message of life and hope. People just like Matson.  

Ending AIDS
Matson is a natural leader; he is tall and athletic, and 

when he talks the other young men listen. They especially 
listen when he grabs a banana and demonstrates how to 

put on a condom, or talks to 
them about the disease that 
spreads like an evil spirit, HIV. 
Matson has been trained by 
ADRA as a volunteer HIV peer 
educator. He works alone, walk-
ing from community to com-
munity with his kit of posters, 

games and other resources. 
His aim is clear—to undo the misconceptions about sik 

aids and ensure the correct information about HIV is shared 
effectively with young people. With the counselling skills 
he has been taught, he can also support young men when 
they realise they may have been exposed to HIV and trav-
els with them to the HIV Voluntary Counselling and Testing 
Centre ADRA has established. 

ADRA is committed to seeing real change in PNG. 
From the highlands to the coast and into the cities of Port 
Moresby and Lae, thousands of lives are being touched by 
ADRA’s long-term, sustainable and empowering develop-
ment projects.

If you share this commitment and are interested in join-
ing ADRA’s regular giving program, Hope Nation, contact 
ADRA. Just $20 a month can help the organisation grow 
more communities of hope across the world.
Braden Blyde is communication coordinator for ADRA Australia.

A number of South Pacific Division 
departments have worked together 
to create practical resources that will 
help to educate church leaders and 
members, and combat social prob-
lems across the South Pacific. 

South Pacific Division Women’s 
Ministries director Erna Johnson and 
Family Ministries director, Pastor 
Trafford Fischer, have jointly over-
seen the production of a number 
of pamphlets dealing with domes-
tic violence for the Pacific Islands. 
Four posters have been prepared in 
English, French and Pidgin and sent 
to the Trans-Pacific Union Mission, 
Papua New Guinea Union Mission 
and the New Zealand Pacific Union Conference for distribution to all the 
churches, as well as “End it Now” brochures, and a training manual for 
pastors and administrators. 

“We trust these resources will play some part in ensuring our homes, 
schools and churches are safe places and free from any form of domestic 
violence,” Pastor Fischer said.    

He has also prepared a document that will be sent to Family Ministries 
leaders highlighting ways to take a strong stand on this issue as well as to 
minister to those who may need assistance in dealing with sexual addic-
tion.  

“Pornography is insidious and soul-destroying and sadly becoming a 
major concern for the Pacific Islands,” Pastor Fischer said. “Mobile phones 
and access to the internet are becoming a regular part of everyday island 
life, and so too, has the risk of pornography. Family life leaders have 
requested material to help inform pastors and church members of the 
dangers of pornography.” 

Some of these resources have come through an initiative of the SPD 
administration involving a number of departments working together in 
ministry and resourcing the unions, conferences and missions in more ef-
fective ways. The Church and Life Ministry Team includes the directors for 
Youth, Women, Children and Families, as well as the director for Partners 
in Ministry, and Dr Lyell Heise, director for the Institute of Worship. 
—Trafford Fischer/RECORD staff

Pastor Fischer and Erna Johnson look over 
the new resources. 

Practical resources developed 
for the Pacific  
Wahroonga, New South Wales

ADRA’s work is now 
making an impact in 
every province of the 
country.

Signs of the Times is given out door 

to door by Literature Evangelists. 

People may not buy a book,  

but they still get “the message.”

Sponsor Signs for literature 
evangelists to share with 
customers and contacts

Donate online to  
Literature Evangelism (LE): 

a Signs 5-star Project 
www.signsofthetimes.org.au/donations

Single Signs subscription: $A25 ($NZ30)

Multiple copies: $A23 (NZ28)

Signs 5-star Projects: $A20 (NZ$25)

Signs of the Times 

PASS IT ON!
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Call and speak to one of our qualified nutritionists at Sanitarium Lifestyle Medicine Services on 1800 673 392 
(in Australia) or 0800 100 257 (in New Zealand). Alternatively, email us at nutrition@sanitarium.com.au 
(Australia) or nutrition@sanitarium.co.nz (New Zealand). Don’t forget to order our free cookbook, Food for 
Health and Happiness, by visiting our website www.sanitarium.com.au or www.sanitarium.co.nz
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HEALTH FEATURE
with Cathy McDonald

MY STORY
Rimon Shaul 

I grew up in Kirkuk in Iraq. As a boy, I 
used to play in the church yard of the local 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Yes, even back 
then, there was an Adventist church in our 
city. But I never dreamed that one day I would 
become an Adventist.

 I moved to Australia about 10 years ago. I 
love this country—the freedom and the peace. 
But I wasn’t satisfied with my spiritual life. You 
know, sometimes you can enjoy all this world 
has to offer, but there is something more than 
this world.

I got on the internet and started looking for answers to some of my ques-
tions. I came across the Amazing Facts website. I was surprised by what I 
found. As I studied it, I realised I had found what I was looking for. So, a few 
months ago, I walked into the Cabramatta Adventist church and asked to be 
baptised. The elders were surprised—but also delighted.

I love my new church family. This church is full of beautiful people. They 
are very welcoming. I feel very much at home.

BEVERLY HILLS, Vanuatu
Reynolds Boeson (and Lawrence Dick)

Our church is built in a new area of Port 
Vila named Beverly Hills. I suppose the 
developers wanted a name that would get 
attention—and it certainly has. The area 
is growing rapidly as lots are sold off to 
families to build homes.

We purchased four lots for our church. 
When we bought them most of the lots 
hadn’t been sold—we were the first in the 
area. We bought four lots so that we’d 
have a little space to grow over time. After discussing it, we decided to buy 
two more lots across the street from the church. Our hope is to build a clinic 
there as a practical outreach as the community grows. 

We want our church to be a resource to the community. As people move 
here, we’ll welcome them and let them know that we are here to serve 
them.  

Being first in the area has its challenges. The road isn’t paved yet and 
gets very muddy in wet weather. Also, we don’t have electricity or piped 
water yet—those services are scheduled to be installed soon. In the mean-
time, we improvise. 

To buy the land we had to take out a bank loan. We are meeting in a 
variation of a one-day church. When we’ve paid off the land, we’ll build 
a permanent structure. Currently rain can come in during storms so we’re 
planning to put up temporary walls. 

We are making do, but also dreaming big. Buying good land when it’s 
available is very important as land around Port Vila is becoming scarce. We 
pray God will inspire us, lead us and use us to reach this growing community. 

MY CHURCH

Eating seasonally 
Often when we do grocery shopping 

it’s not unusual to see a wide variety 
of fruit and vegetables, including those 
that are not in season. While it can be 
convenient to have whatever we want 
available all year round it can also have 
negative impacts, such as reduced taste.

Benefits of buying in season:
It’s easier on the wallet: As many 
of us will have experienced throughout 
the year, buying fruit and vegetables 
when they are in season is often cheaper 
than buying them out of season. This is 
because it’s easier and less labour inten-
sive to grow in season and the produce 
may not have to travel as far to reach us. 
Additionally, when grown in season there 
is often an abundance of the produce, 
which helps drive prices down. 

Better flavour: When fruit and 
vegetables are harvested is important to 
their flavour. Non-fruiting vegetables (eg 
broccoli) are best harvested when they 
are slightly immature, while fruits and 
fruiting vegetables (eg eggplant, tomato) 

taste best when they are harvested 
fully ripe. But many fruits and fruit-
ing vegetables are harvested before 
they are fully ripe as this helps them 
withstand handling, transportation and 
prolonged storage. This may result in 
a bland taste and undesirable texture.

Nutrition: The topic of the nutri-
tional content of fruit and vegetables 
is not so straightforward. There 
appear to be variations not only 
between specific nutrients, but also 
between different produce. With an-
tioxidants, for example, some pro-
duce have increased levels the more 
they mature (eg tomato, mango) 
whereas others (particularly green-
leafed vegetables) show a reduction in 
some antioxidants as they mature. 
With regard to mineral content this 
appears to be mainly dependent on 
the soil quality and growing procedures. 
Also, if there is any post-harvest treat-
ment with minerals (such as calcium 
chloride) to improve storage life, this 
may slightly increase mineral content.

Asparagus with wasabi mayo
Preparation time: 20 minutes  Cooking time: 5 minutes  Serves: 4

1. Wash and cut off the dry stalk end of the asparagus 
(about last 1cm).  Get a bowl of cold water ready to place 
the asparagus in after boiling.  

2. Place asparagus into boiling water and blanch for 2 min-
utes. Put asparagus straight into the bowl of cold water.  
This stops the cooking process, helping to retain the bright 
green colour of the asparagus. Drain.  

3. Add desired amount of wasabi to mayonnaise. Add 
1 teaspoon for a subtle flavour and 2 teaspoons for an 
intense taste.

4. When you are just about ready to serve, warm the serv-
ing dish. Heat olive oil in a frying pan. Heat the asparagus 
through for 2-3 minutes.

5. Place onto serving dish and add grated lemon rind.  Driz-
zle with wasabi mayonnaise and sprinkle with almonds. 

Tip:  
Serve hot 

or cold.

Nutrition Information  
PER SERVE: 474kJ (113cal); Protein 4g; Fat 10g; Carbohydrate 2g;  

Sodium 21mg; Potassium 261mg; Calcium 36mg; Iron 0.7mg; Fibre 1.9g

2 bunches fresh  
asparagus

1-2 tsp wasabi
2 tbsp mayonnaise 

(store bought or 
homemade)

25g sliced almonds, 
toasted
1 tsp oil
2 lemons (rind)
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FLASHPOINT

70th anniversary 
Frank and Olive Slade celebrated their 70th 
wedding anniversary earlier this year. Family and 
friends gathered at Rangiora Adventist church in 
South New Zealand for the celebration, which 
featured a meal, cake and a special sermon. Frank 
and Olive met at Longburn Adventist College and 
were married at Papanui Adventist church in 1942. 
The couple regularly attends Rangiora church, 
where Frank serves as a deacon.—Gordon Gosset

Cooking for Christ 
Waitara Adventist church was abuzz on a 
Sunday morning in June, as the Health and 
Temperance team held a Nutrition Evangelism 
Workshop (NEW). Forty participants from Great-
er Sydney Conference churches took part in the 
event that focused on equipping and inspiring 
people to take the health message and God’s 
love to their communities by running cooking 
demonstrations.—GSC

Giving thanks 
Gold Coast Central Adventist church 
(Qld) has acknowledged Judy Lansdown, 
Joan Perez and Esme Robbie for their 
years of energetic and creative service 
to Children’s Sabbath School. Gifts were 
presented to the women, and Pastors 
Colin Renfrew and Sean Berkley led the 
congregation in a prayer of thanks. 
—Faye Garrick

Beacon on the border 
Albury and Wodonga Adventist churches held a reunion at Bor-
der Christian College in Thurgoona (NSW) to celebrate 75 years of 
Adventist presence on the border of New South Wales and Victoria. 
About 300 people attended the event, which featured speeches, a 
historical slide show, activities and a potluck lunch. A timeline of 
the history of the local church was also recorded—it subsequently 
revealed the Adventist presence being closer to 89 years!—ImPrint

Father and son authors 
The father and son team of Adam and Sven Schott (members of Weth-
erill Park and Warrimoo Adventist churches, respectively) have written 
a 260-page science fiction novel to introduce God to non-Christian 
readers. Kentash tells the story of David, a 13-year-old boy who has 
endured much physical and emotional pain, and his journey to the is-
land of the Stone Cathedral. The fall of man, the Flood and the problem 
of sin, among other topics, are all addressed in the development of the 
story. Kentash is currently available at Amazon.com (English only). 
—Rubi Schott

Dying for a dunny 
A giant toilet challenging their classmates to give 
poverty the flush was featured as part of a student-
led Social Justice Week at Avondale College, NSW, in 
September. The toilet represents the importance of 
sanitation to so many lives. International poverty and 
development studies students organised the week, 
which also included a 12 km walk for water. The 
aim was to raise money for a well in Narayansthan, 
Nepal.—Josh Dye

Leading the blind 
Lee Dunstan has been appointed man-
ager of Christian Services for the Blind 
and Hearing Impaired (CSFBHI). CSFBHI 
provides weekly Bible study podcasts 
to thousands of people across the 
world. The ministry also sends audio 
books and other programs in the mail 
through a partnership with Vision 
Australia.

Keeping the tradition 
During the 1970s, a group of young married 
couples from Adventist churches in South 
Brisbane (Qld) decided to spend time together 
by organising activities on a regular basis. 
More than 40 years on, and although some 
members of the group have passed away, the 
“not-so-young” couples are still making the 
effort to spend time together, gathering on 
August 5 for an evening out.—Glen Woosley
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Shadow of death

On April 6, 1994, a plane carrying the 
president of Rwanda was shot down by persons 
unknown. The death triggered 100 days of 
genocidal massacre in the unstable country, as 

Hutu extremists and government troops turned their rage 
on Tutsi civilians. 

Within a few days, all foreign nationals were evacuated. 
Even the United Nations forces pulled out after 10 peace-
keepers were killed.

ADRA Rwanda director Carl Wilkens was the only 
American and one of the few foreigners who stayed in the 
capital, Kigali, despite the pleas of friends, church leaders 
and his government for him to leave.

“There are people here; they’re depending on me. I 
can’t go,” he told US embassy staff. His initial concern 
was for two Tutsis who worked at his home—a house-girl 
and night watchman. Carl knew that if he left, they’d be 
slaughtered like his neighbours had been just days before. 
He’d agreed with his wife, Theresa, that she and their 
three children should evacuate while he stayed behind.

“I watched my family drive away down the road,” Carl 
recalls. “I walked back up to the gate, closed it and locked 
it, but as I went back up there and knelt down on the floor 
with our house-girl and night watchman, and we prayed 
for the safety of my family, it was a pretty empty feeling.”

Carl and his two staff stayed locked down in the house 
with a Rwandan pastor and his wife who were also seek-
ing refuge. Together they tracked the slaughter via radio 
and prayed.

“People in the neighbourhood knew we had Tutsis in 
the house,” Carl says. “They’d seen them and threatened 
us: ‘Next time your white man comes out we’re going to 
kill him. We know he’s keeping people there.’ For three 
weeks we didn’t leave our house.”

When the curfew lifted for heads of organisations, 
Carl ventured outside. “There were so many roadblocks 
manned by drunken men armed with machetes. Their 
hands were so stained with blood.” Due to ADRA’s repu-
tation, he managed to get free passage at the roadblocks. 

Carl discovered groups of frightened Tutsis afraid to go 
into the streets. At the Gisimba orphanage 400 people 
were in desperate need of food and water. 

Carl promised to return with supplies.

Orphanage director Damas Gisimba remembers: “Carl 
came back the next day with water and lots of goodies. 
And the next day. There were some days he could not 
reach us because the militia blocked him or let the air out 
of his tyres, but Carl kept his promise. He was fearless.”

Some days later, 50 militiamen surrounded the orphan-
age and a massacre seemed imminent. Carl received 
a message from the panicked orphanage workers and 
headed for the government offices in the hope of finding a 
sympathetic ear. “Listen Wilkens,” he was told by an offi-
cial he knew, “the prime minister is here today. Why don’t 
you ask him for help?”

“What?! The prime minister? That’s like asking the devil 
for help!” responded Wilkens. But when the prime minister 
walked past with his entourage, Carl introduced himself. 

“Yeah, I’ve heard about you and your work,” said the 
prime minister, “How’s your work going?” 

“Not well sir, all the orphans are going to be killed.” 
After conferring with his advisers, the prime minister 

turned to Carl. “I’m aware of the situation and we’ll see to 
the security of your orphans.” And he was gone.

When militiamen entered the orphanage and roughly 
ordered everyone onto buses, it was tense. No-one knew 
where they were going, until they pulled up at a church 
in a safer part of the city. Carl had somehow organised a 
miracle.

Carl Wilkens also ensured safe passage for 100 children 
at another orphanage, and 12 people who had been hiding 
in an Adventist church.

When the Tutsi rebel army finally took over Kigali, 
the genocide was at an end. It’s estimated that around 
800,000 people were massacred.

Carl Wilkens stayed on for some time, helping distrib-
ute food, water and supplies to traumatised survivors. 
Later he joined his family and worked as a chaplain at 
an Adventist high school in Oregon. He has now begun a 
full-time ministry, telling his story and working to inspire 
and equip people to stand up against genocide, racism and 
intolerance.	  
Sources: <worldoutsidemyshoes.org> National Public Radio. 

Carl Wilkens’ 2011 book, I’m not leaving, is available through Adventist Book Centres. 

Kent Kingston is an assistant editor of RECORD.

by Kent Kingston 
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       On being 
beautiful

I was watching a documentary about body image 
on ABC iView recently. The 30-year-old presenter, who 
was blonde, beautiful, with an amazing figure to go 
with it, confided to her viewing audience that she had 

suffered from a low body image for over 15 years, and now 
was her time to deal with it.

Low body image? How does a woman like that feel 
anything other than wonderful about the way she looks? It 
turns out she’s not alone. Many women feel ashamed of 
their bodies. Is it any wonder when society bombards us 
with the idea that our value as women lies in being beautiful 
and to be beautiful we must be Barbie thin, have perfectly 
symmetrical faces, thin waists, impossibly lustrous hair, and, 
depending on the ever-changing fashion, a bottom that 
looks like Kate Moss’s or J-Lo’s? Let’s face it, the ideals of 
feminine beauty expressed in 18th century masterpieces 
are a lot closer to reality than the emaciated, photoshopped 
images of today.

Most adults have become accustomed to dealing with 
society’s constant and pervasive body image pressure, but 
how young girls handle the idea that their value lies in a 
distorted view of beauty and sexuality is troubling.

The National Institute on Media and the Family reports 
that 53 per cent of 13-year-old girls are unhappy with their 
bodies, and that increases to 78 per cent by the age of 17. 
Apparently three out of four teenage girls feel depressed, 
guilty and shameful after spending three minutes looking 
through a fashion magazine.1 

These are troubling statistics, but even more troubling are 
the ramifications we see among teenage girls’ responses to 
low body image. These can include eating disorders, prom-
iscuity, drugs and alcohol abuse and, most tragic of all, girls 
resorting to suicide.2 

As a mother of two girls under nine, I don’t want my 
daughters to suffer low body image like so many girls before 
them. I want them to see themselves as they do now—beau-
tiful, smart and confident. So I have searched to find some 
preventative resources to help my daughters navigate their 
tween and teenage years without the unnecessary guilt, 
depression and shame society inflicts on women. These are 
some of the preventative steps I’ve found:

by Leisa Morton-Standish

Step 1: Mothers, be confident in your own beauty
Our daughters see us very differently than we are 

conditioned to view ourselves. My girls, when faced with a 
supermodel and their mum, will always assert that mum is 
much more beautiful. So if we continuously disabuse girls 
of the fact that we are beautiful, it becomes a reflection 
on their views of themselves—and what beauty looks like. 
It also starts them on the path of focusing on flaws rather 
than embracing the beautiful girls they are.

So mums, grandmas, aunts and significant women in 
girls’ lives—love who you are and let the girls know. Sure, 
none of us are perfect—but God has 
made all of us beautiful. So let’s give 
ourselves permission to know it, 
and let’s not be ashamed to let our 
daughters know we accept ourselves 
and are confident just the way we 
are. I am beautiful. There, I said it. 
And so can you. 

Step 2: Dads, keep on cuddling
I love to see my husband walk-

ing hand-in-hand with our girls or them sitting on his lap 
reading stories or running through the house playing tickle 
monster. These are very typical activities for dads and their 
young daughters. However, often when girls hit puberty, 
dads back away from physical contact with their daughters. 
It makes many men feel awkward to hold their teenage 
daughter’s hand or cuddle them on the sofa when they 
are watching TV. And many dads are not quite sure what 
society expects of them.

Girls notice the change, and it hurts them. They have 
a hard time understanding what has happened in their 
relationships with their dads.3 Dad is the first man in their 
lives to love them and tell them they are beautiful and now 
he is backing away from physical contact with them. Girls 
wonder, “Does that mean there is something wrong with 
me? Am I not beautiful to him anymore?”

So dads, keep loving your teenage daughters in your 
heart, but also give them the appropriate cuddle and hold 
their hands. As teenagers, they need you more than ever. 
Tell them they are beautiful and they are loved every day.

Step 3: Exposè on surgical and digital enhancement
When I was a teenager we were bombarded with stick 

thin models plastered in makeup. We’d look at the images, 
and then ourselves, and wonder how we could measure up. 
But now it’s much, much worse. Movie stars and models 
frequent the plastic surgeon and Botox studio as much as 
the gym, and pictures of them can be digitally retouched in 
every possible place. No real, healthy human being looks 
like they appear to. 

Dove soap has a campaign to get the message out to 
young girls that the images they are holding themselves up 
to are literally unreal. Take a minute to look at the video 

entitled Dove Evolution on YouTube. It exposes the  
extraordinary lengths the media go to, to produce the 
images we see all around us. Educate your girls that they 
shouldn’t try to emulate these images, as they are false. 
Help them to see through the illusion—and be happy being 
beautiful, real human beings, not photoshopped phoneys.

Step 4: Be beautiful on the inside
Finally, and most importantly, it’s vital to take the biblical 

model to heart: “People look on the outward appearance 
but God looks on our heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). Yes, teach-

ing girls to make the most of who they 
are on the outside by being healthy and 
taking care of their skin and hair is im-
portant, but teaching them to be beauti-
ful on the inside is far more important. 
I can hear girls groaning at this idea. 
After all, we’ve been so bombarded in 
the media with the concept that beauty 
is skin deep, many of us really believe it 
to be true. But, it turns out, life is more 
complicated—thankfully. Don’t believe 

me? Consider the following story:
A very good Canadian friend of ours has 20-year-old 

twin boys. They are the complete package: tall, handsome, 
charismatic, expert ice hockey players and snowboarders; 
they are musicians, and most importantly, they are sincere 
Christians. They were counsellors at summer camp a few 
years ago and they called their dad to tell him they had met 
the most beautiful girl in the world. In their words, she was 
“hot”. They wrapped up the conversation and their be-
mused father got back to work. 

When he picked them up at the end of camp the first 
question the dad asked was, “So how did it go with the ‘hot 
babe’?” The boys soberly told him that she was the most 
conceited, mean spirited and uncharitable girl they had ever 
met. “You know Dad, by the end of the camp she just didn’t 
even seem attractive anymore.” 

The converse is what we want to encourage our girls 
to be—beautiful on the inside. Kind, generous, loving and 
selfless—all the characteristics that God designed for us as 
followers of Him. There is no doubt that these will shine out 
of our girls as they grow into beautiful women; beautiful on 
the inside and out. And that’s exactly what God wants them 
to be, and that’s what He wants all of us to be. 	       

1. http://www.unilever.com.my/brands/hygieneandwelbeing/beautyandstyle/articles/
dovedebunksbeautymyths.aspx

 2. McKinley, N M (1999). Women and objectified body consciousness: Mothers’ and 
daughters’ body experience in cultural, developmental and familial context. Devel-
opmental Psychology Vol 35, pp 760-769.

3. James C Dobson (2010). Bringing Up Girls: Practical Advice and Encouragement 
for Those Shaping the Next Generation of Women. Tyndale House Publishers.

Leisa Morton-Standish, PhD, is a lecturer in Education at Macquarie  
University, Sydney, NSW. 

... let’s not be 
ashamed to let our 
daughters know 
we accept ourselves 
and are confident 
just the way we are.
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My entire schooling experience has been within the Adventist Educa-
tion system. Beginning in Prep at Wahroonga Adventist Primary School, to 
Year 10 at Hills Adventist College, I have been very happy, and continually 
blessed by the standards and quality of education provided. Not many teen-
agers can say that they have enjoyed nearly every moment of their school 
life but I am fortunate that I can. 

Okay, I’ll admit. Not every moment has been enjoyable. I‘ve had my share 
of exams, assessments, sleepless nights and other stressful events–every 
student has–but I wouldn’t have wanted to experience them anywhere else. 
Perhaps I have a narrow perspective. Perhaps I am biased. Nevertheless, 
it is fair to say that I am well qualified to tell you about the benefits I have 
received through the Adventist Education system. 

Throughout my school years, I have loved every single teacher that I have 
had. The hard work they have continually put into to teaching me is some-
thing I will always admire. My teachers have always gone above and beyond 
what was required to make sure that every student understood the content. 
Their caring attitudes and friendliness I will always try to imitate in life.

 But the reason, above all else, the Adventist Education system is so 
outstanding, is the focus on God. Through Bible classes, chapels, and the 
values that the schools uphold, I have learnt valuable lessons that I will carry 
throughout my life. Prayer is a fundamental part of this God-focus. At Hills 
Adventist College I have known the teachers to pray for different students 
every morning. I believe the focus that both students and teachers have on 
God, is the core reason there is so little bullying. My fellow students and 
teachers are so kind and supportive. God has guided my schools through 
tough times, to make them what they are today. 

Adventist schools have provided me with high quality education, instilled 
good values in me, provided many opportunities that have allowed me to 
grow and do great things. If you are considering sending your child to an 
Adventist school, I highly recommend it. I have not been requested to write 
this article on behalf of the Adventist school system, or asked to advertise 
them. I have written this article because I believe these schools have helped 
make me what I am today. Every child should have the opportunities and 
experiences that I have had through Adventist Education.

Maryellen Fairfax is a Year 10 student who did work experience at RECORD.

Adventist education is great! 

OPINION
Maryellen Fairfax

The wonder of forgiveness  
Forgiveness has been described as the 
breath of Christianity. It affects everyone; 
we all need to forgive or be forgiven. 
What is God’s attitude toward 
forgiveness? 
Throughout the Bible God declares His 
willingness to forgive and His delight in 
pardoning sinners. Read Exodus 34:6-7; 
Psalms 130:3-4, 7-8 and Isaiah 55:6-7. In 
the touching language of Isaiah 1:18, God 
invites us to receive the forgiveness He 
offers. 
How is forgiveness made possible? 
Jesus has made forgiveness a reality. Read 
Acts 5:31 and 13:38. Specifically, we are 
forgiven because of the death of Jesus at 
Calvary. Read Ephesians 1:7 and 1 John 
1:7. Forgiveness is free to us, but it was 
won at great cost. The death of Jesus is 
the ultimate demonstration of the principle 
that without the shedding of blood there is 
no forgiveness of sin (Hebrews 9:22). 
How powerful is it? 
The comprehensive and complete nature of 
divine forgiveness is conveyed in a series of 
vivid images. 
- Our sins are removed as far as the east is 
from the west (Psalms 103:12). 
- God promises to blot out and forget our 
sins (Isaiah 43:25; Hebrews 8:12). 
- Our sins will be thrown into the depths of 
the sea (Micah 7:18-19). 
- The debt incurred by our sins has been 
paid in full (Colossians 2:13-14). 
What are some of the blessings of 
forgiveness?  
- Forgiveness brings us peace of mind. 
Read Psalm 32:1-5. 
- We have the assurance of God’s 
acceptance and cleansing.  
Read 1 John 1:9. 
How are we to respond to God’s 
forgiveness? 
- We should praise and thank Him for His 
mercy to us. Read Psalm 103:1-5. 
- We are called to follow His example. Read 
Matthew 5:43-45. 
- We are to forgive others as God has 
forgiven us. Read Matthew 6:12, 14-15, 
Ephesians 4:32 and Colossians 3:12-13.

David McKibben is senior pastor of Parramatta 
church, NSW.

Opinion? Comment?  
Send a letter to <editor@record.net.au>. 

Opinion poll

 Never

 Only to correct a medical problem

 When it builds self esteem  

 Whenever a person wants it

When is cosmetic  
surgery appropriate? 

Light 
on the hill

I felt terrible for a few days. And it wasn’t 
the first time. For the past six months my head had 
received onslaughts from surgeons, doctors and nurses 
in Africa and Australia. I had already spent weeks in 

hospitals in Zimbabwe and Sydney. I had experienced 
probes, injections galore, scans, x-rays, MRIs, angiograms, 
two surgeries, infusions, swallowed hundreds of pills, 
potions and capsules, and listened to hours of ideas 
and prognoses from the experts. But now I was having 
terrifying dizzy spells. Did I have a tumour? Had something 
bad happened to my already tired head and brain?

 I rang the nursing service who had, only a few days 
earlier, completed six weeks of 
daily visits to my temporary home 
to change and insert the antibiotics 
needed to heal and keep the infection 
on and in my head, at bay. My local 
doctor was not available and we didn’t 
know what to do. The nurses rang 
Royal North Shore Hospital where I 
had experienced two major surgeries 
and a seizure just a few weeks earlier. 
They consulted with the doctors who 
knew my case. The doctors declared they didn’t know 
what this might be and it would be best if I found some 
“other eyes” to examine my case. 

 So I decided to admit myself through Sydney Adventist 
Hospital’s emergency service. I walked into the hospital I 
had known so well for so long. It was, after all, where my 
husband, mother-in-law and other Butler family members 
had been born and/or worked, where two of my children 
were born, where I had surgery and treatment for breast 
cancer and where I had spent four years as a chaplain. 
Besides, the great-great grandfather of my children, Lewis 
Butler from England, had come here as the first patient in 
1903 before the hospital building was completed.

The emergency reception took me in immediately 
when they read about my recent medical history and I 

went to a room to be questioned and wired up. I turned 
on the TV in my room, and immediately on the Hope 
Channel screen came the words in big print: “I will be 
with you—with long life I will satisfy you”. The words 
were followed by Dr Handysides, my good friend in the 
United States, praying for someone who was ill and asking 
God for restoration and healing. I was overwhelmed and 
believed God was speaking to me and the doctor was 
praying for me. Then a jovial and happy wardsman, who 
I knew from years earlier, put his head around the door 
and welcomed me back. It was then that I broke down 
and cried—I was home and safe even though I felt sick and 

frightened.
 The next day I was sent up to 

Level 9 which is the Butler Ward, in 
honour of Dr Russell Butler, a cousin 
of the family. Some staff were fasci-
nated that I was Mrs Butler on Butler 
Ward and I shared some history. 
The food turned out to be good, the 
nurses attentive and kind. Everyone 
seemed to have time to talk or listen. 
My friend Denise visited after two 

days and prayed that a doctor would come and sort me 
out. Before she left the room two doctors knocked on my 
door. They recommended I see a neurologist the next day, 
and that happened. After much discussion the neurologist 
diagnosed my problem and with magic manoeuvres on my 
head, fixed me. 

“Coming home” to the San has been a marvellous ex-
perience and I praise God for His care of me at this rather 
uncertain time of my life. I learned that there is a team of 
30 staff and friends who pray specifically for the hospital 
every day. I believe God is still at work in this place—on 
the highest spot in Sydney, Australia. Our San is still a 
light on the hill.	           

Joy Butler writes from Bonnells Bay, NSW. 

by Joy Butler

It was then that I 
broke down and 
cried—I was home 
and safe even 
though I felt sick 
and frightened.



An American tradition was incorporated into 
the first New South Wales camp meeting held in 
a pleasant grove at Ashfield, an attractive suburb 
of Sydney. The tents were arranged in village-like 
order, with streets named after the reformers1. 
Surprised people expressed how comfortable and 
pretty the accommodation looked. 

The meeting pavilion was too small to accom-
modate the people who thronged the services. 
Talks on themes relevant to the time caught the 
attention: the coming of Christ, spiritualism, theos-
ophy, the third angel’s message, the love of God, 
temperance and practical godliness.

During the morning meetings the children stud-
ied the characters of the Old Testament and in the 
afternoon they considered the life of Christ. Les-
sons were illustrated by blackboard, maps, object 
lessons and songs. Between meetings nature walks 
were taken in the bushland nearby.

Ellen White commented that a local minister who attended the meetings 
had tried to persuade the Ashfield locals to attend his church, without suc-
cess. But the very same people attended the camp meeting and could not 
be persuaded to stay away.

In spite of the blessings that flowed from the camp meeting, there was 
an element of discontent that arose between the ministerial brethren. Mrs 
White was concerned that they showed very little love for each other. 
Gathering them together one morning she presented her testimony: “There 
is a coldness of heart, an absence of love for God for those who are of the 
same faith. There is not the sweet communion and fellowship of the Spirit 
that there should be.” She pointed out the need for humility, kindness, 
courtesy, Christian politeness and fervent love for each other. One after 
another they made confession and with hands clasped together the spirit of 
the Lord came into the meeting and all hearts were softened.

Part-way through the camp meeting Mrs White was concerned that 
many people could not be accommodated. She and her helper Emily went 
home to Granville to get more bedding, mattresses and quilts to make the 
people comfortable.

From an Australian membership of 872, 170 were camped on the 
grounds. Crowds thronged the evening meetings with 600-800 people 
accommodated within the main pavilion and another 200-300 standing 
outside. Weekend numbers rose to 2500. From this camp meeting another 
Sydney church arose and was dedicated at Ashfield on October 13, 1895. 

It was in the Ashfield church on Sabbath, January 6, 1900, that Elder  
W C White (Mrs White’s son) ordained and laid hands on the elders, 
deacons and deaconesses. Ellen White, commented on the practice in the 
Review and Herald (July 9, 1895):

“Women who are willing to consecrate some of their time to the service 
of the Lord should be appointed to visit the sick, look after the young, and 
minister to the necessities of the poor. They should be set apart to this 
work by prayer and laying on of hands.”
1. Manuscript 1, 1895.
The Australian Years, chapter 15.
Diary, Manuscript 79, 1894.

Marian de Berg is administrative assistant at the Ellen White Research Centre.

Early camp makes impression

Original campmeeting flyer.
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LETTERS

SPLITTING HAIRS?
Dom Chiappalone, Qld 

Greetings in our Lord Jesus. 
I’ve just been reading “Crea-
tives connect at Manifest” (May 
5). The very first words jumped 
out at me: “Mother nature 
added poignancy etc, etc”

I ask you: mother nature? 
Who in this wide world is 
mother nature? Perhaps you 
are unaware that this term is 
totally new age, a movement 
which is very anti-Christian. 
The term mother nature 
is synonymous with pagan 
worship. Just go on the net 
and type in “who is mother 
nature?”

Would it not be better to 
say that God was involved here 
instead of a pagan goddess? 
Or perhaps the author realised 
that perhaps God wouldn’t be 
that interested in a festival that 
sounds as worldly, with awards 
being heaped on people, as 
any secular festival. This may 
sound like splitting hairs, but 
God warns us in Exodus 23:13 
to not even mention the name 
of other gods (so-called). 
Surely it’s important to watch 
our guard. 

UNITY vs UNIFORMITY
Frank Dyson, Qld 

In reading “Calls for unity ...” 
(September 15), I was disap-
pointed to find the call was 
more for “uniformity” than 
unity. And uniformity with 
harmony (on any topic), in a 
multicultural organisation, is 
an unrealistic goal, which I 
believe God Himself would not 
consider important. 

He readily adapted His ap-
proach to people as He under-
stood the cultural backgrounds 
and particular needs of those 
He was touching with His love 
and grace. It would be a good 
move for the Church to follow 

that example, but we have not 
been good at that.

Hence, on this particular 
topic, where it is rather dif-
ficult to find a biblical prec-
edent for the current practice 
of ordination to ministry within 
the Adventist Church, I believe 
it a greater priority to get our 
theology of ordination on a 
firm and clear biblical platform, 
before we continue further 
the debate about ordination 
of women. It rather disturbed 
me to read: “... rupture the 
essential bond which brings 
people from everywhere into 
the remnant church”. (I hope 
the context of that statement 
gave it a better meaning than 
appears here when on its 
own!) Have I been under the 
wrong impression in believ-
ing that it is God who brings 
people into His church, not 
the traditions or practices of 
one portion of His family? And 
I really thought we had grown 
graciously beyond the point of 
seeing our own Church as the 
remnant church. 

May the day soon come 
when we move beyond the 
restrictions of our own narrow 
focus and addiction with con-
trol of God. Let God be God 
and allow Him to move as He 
may desire to move, even at 
our own discomfort.

ONGOING SIN IS REAL
Ray Wilkie, NSW 

I refer to the letter “The 
Devil is Real” (September 15) 
and wish to refute the con-
cerns many Adventists have 
about the 1983 General Con-
ference report that was unable 
to endorse spiritual warfare 
and deliverance ministry. 

As the letter states, deliver-
ance ministries seem increas-
ing popular within Adventism. 
Why? Because many  

Adventists see the benefits 
obtained from the teaching of 
repentance and deliverance 
from sin that allows them to 
overcome the power that the 
demonic has over their lives.

The 1983 report was 
produced when healing and 
deliverance ministries were in 
their infancy. A lot has been 
learnt since then. There are no 
magic formulas to this minis-
try. It requires the Holy Spirit 
to work in each person’s life to 
enable the person to under-
stand how to be personally set 
free and overcome sin (known 
and buried).

 Unfortunately, we are 
aware that many ministries 
have been influenced by false 
teaching and false spirits.

 We should not “cower in 
fear seeing demons around 
every corner”. However, we 
must be aware of the decep-
tion and control that subtle 
demonic influences can have 
on our lives. There is a belief 
that we will be locked in sin 
until Jesus returns.

 As a person who came to 
understand the truth of the 
Bible by being released from 
sin through a healing and 
deliverance ministry, it was 
then the Holy Spirit who led 
my wife and I to the truth of 
the Sabbath and the teachings 
of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.

My wife and I have spo-
ken with many Adventists 
who have experienced similar 
blessings in their lives from 
such ministry. 

It’s a shame that many 
Adventists are locked into sin 
through the demonic controls 
on their lives by not fully un-
derstanding that Jesus through 
His teaching and ministry 
came to set them free.



appreciation

Hall, Bob. Jessie and family con-
vey heartfelt gratitude for the ex-
pressions of love and support in 
the recent death of their beloved, 
Bob. Your prayers, cards, phone 
calls, flowers, letters and visits 
have been a confirmation of lov-
ing grace during our journey of 
pain and loss. Thank you.

Oberson, Monique. Francois and 
Christopher would like to express 
their gratitude for the phone calls 
and cards received during the 
illness and after the recent loss 
of their much-loved wife and 
mother. The love, care and con-
cern you have shown are greatly 
appreciated. We look forward to 
a grand reunion in heaven.

anniversary

Whatson (nee Gray), Alan and 
Florence were married 3.6.1962 

at the Albury 
church, NSW by 
Pastor Wal Taylor. 
They have two 

sons, Richard, (Brisbane, Qld) 
and Kenneth (Toronto, NSW); 
daughters-in-law; and four 
grandchildren. They celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary 
with family and friends, the full 
wedding party, and Pastor Taylor 
in Cooranbong, where they are 
happily and actively retired in the 
Alton Villas section of the 
Avondale Retirement Village. 
They attend the Lakeside church. 
Alan and Florrie gratefully 
acknowledge God’s leading and 
many blessings on their journey, 
and look forward to their future 
years together.

obituaries

Beckett, Amy Maud (nee Sump-
ton), born 6.12.1916 in Brisbane, 
Qld; died 27.6.12 in Banora 

Point, NSW. On 21.12.1939, she 
married James Beckett, who 
predeceased her in 2009. Their 
home was always a haven for 
those in need of loving care. 
Amy is survived by her children, 
Beverley Robbie, (Kingscliff, 
NSW) and Kevin (Stroud, 
England); grandchildren, David 
and Gavin, Laura, Rebecca, and 
Alden and great-grandchildren. 
Amy was a sincere and active 
member of Albion church, 
Brisbane. On James’ retirement 
from Sanitarium, they moved to 
the Tweed Valley, where they 
attended the Murwillumbah 
church. Her loving, Christian 
witness will be sadly missed by 
all who loved her.

Daryl Groves, Clive Butcher

Burgess, Doreen Phyllis (McK-
ean), born 21.1.1919 in WA; died 
25.5.12 in Leongatha, Vic, aged 
93. In 1977, she married Keith 
Burgess, who predeceased her 

in 1984. Doreen was a carer 
and spent many years caring 
for families and elderly who 
needed help. Doreen was active 
in the Church for many years at 
Warrnambool and Leongatha. 
She was the much-loved sister 
and aunt to the McKean family 
from South Gippsland. She is 
survived by her sister, Heather 
Underwood (Yarram); and was a 
special aunt to Noreen Williams 
(Leongatha), Val Kane (Bena), 
Lorraine Bentley (Leongatha) 
and Helen Mathewson (Yarram). 
She died in the faith and now 
awaits the return of Jesus.

Phil Gager, Andrew Jasper

Clifton, Basil William, born 
25.4.4932 in Richmond, NSW; 
died 26.5.12 in John Hunter Hos-
pital, Newcastle. On 31.5.1958, 
he married Gwen. He is survived 
by his wife (Forster); and his 
daughters and their families, 
Lyn Clifton-Price (Sydney) and 

positions vacant

 Registered nurse—Adventist Aged Care, Wahroonga (Wahroonga,NSW). Adventist Aged Care is located in a peaceful, natural 
bushland setting and provides a high standard of care in a Christian environment. Our Wahroonga facility is looking for experienced aged 
care registered nurses for part-time and casual positions. For further information and applications please contact: Asmitra Rumahorbo, 
Human Resource Officer Phone: (02) 9487 0658 or email <asmitrarumahorbo@adventist.org.au>. Applications will close once filled so if 
interested, apply now!

 Lecturer in accounting—Avondale College (Cooranbong, NSW) seeks applications for the position of a lecturer focusing on 
accounting. The successful candidate will be required to primarily undertake teaching, with some research and consultancy in the Faculty 
of Business. The successful candidate will hold a higher degree qualification as well as an appropriate professional designation, will be 
able to demonstrate an ability to teach and the ability to engage with students in the learning and teaching arena. The position is available 
from January 1, 2013. For more information, a copy of the job description and the application procedure, please visit <www.avondale.edu.
au/jobs>. For further enquiries please phone Dr Keith Howson on (02) 4980 2168. Applications close October 19, 2012.

 Lecturer/senior lecturer in English—Avondale College of Higher Education (Lake Macquarie Campus, NSW). Avondale College 
seeks applications for the position of lecturer/senior lecturer in English. The successful candidate will be required to undertake teaching, 
research and consultancy in the School of Humanities and Creative Arts. They should hold a Doctoral or Masters (Research) degree, 
will have demonstrated experience in inspiring and motivating student engagement, and be able to commence early 2013. For more 
information and a full job description, visit <www.avondale.edu.au/jobs>. For further enquiries please email <employment@avondale.edu.
au>. Applications, addressing the selection criteria, with contact details of at least three referees, should be emailed to <employment@
avondale.edu.au> or posted to HR Officer, PO Box 19, Cooranbong, NSW, 2265. Applications close October 12, 2012.

 International development internships–three Positions—Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) Australia is seeking 
expressions of interest from professional applicants of different ages (two positions) as well as recent graduates (one position) considering 
a career in international development. ADRA Australia supports community development programs in overseas partner offices and wishes 
to place interns in ADRA offices in Zambia, Timor-Leste and one other country for up to two years. The successful applicant may have 
previous cross-cultural or volunteer experience and demonstrable commitment to ADRA’s mission, values and goals. Applicants must hold 
a valid Australian or New Zealand passport. For more information and an application form, contact Alison at ADRA Australia at <ayoung@
adra.org.au> or phone (02) 9489 5488. Applications close October 21, 2012.

 Manager—ADRA Sunraysia (Mildura, Vic). Specialists in new and used office furniture since 1993, we seek the services of a motivated 
professional for our Mildura warehouse, aged 30—50 years, who can handle sales, direct staff, coordinate deliveries, and liaise with 
suppliers, carriers and clients. Applicants must ably demonstrate a commitment to the ethos of ADRA Australia and the beliefs of the 
Adventist Church. An attractive salary package is offered. Sunraysia is known for excellent weather—one day terrific, the next fantastic! 
This may be your chance to ”escape to the country”. For more details please contact Darcy Malycha on 0418 596 240; or mail your resume 
to PO Box 5072, Mildura, Vic, 3502; or email <adrasunraysia@ncable.com.au>. Applications close October 31, 2012. ADRA Sunraysia 
is a separately incorporated entity that operates under licence from ADRA Australia.

For more vacant positions or to advertise, go to <adventistemployment.org.au>.
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Staniland, Shirley Marie, born 
4.2.1938 in Gosford, NSW; died, 
29.6.12 in Cooranbong. She 
is survived by her sister and 
brother-in-law, Barbara and 
Don Roy (Cooranbong); neph-
ews, Robert Roy (San Diego, 
US), James Roy (Hazelbrook, 
NSW); and Michelle Gibbons, 
(Beaumont Hills). Shirley was a 
teacher and an active leader in 
church, particularly at Woy Woy 
and Avondale Memorial. With 
a special gift for ministry to the 
aged, she served quietly for a 
number of years in voluntary 
chaplaincy at the Adventist 
Retirement Village and Sabbath 
School. Of the many tributes 
and accounts of previously un-
known acts of unselfishness and 
service, the tribute that summed 
up her life was, “She was one of 
God’s angels”.

Don Roy, Kenn Duke

Stewart, Bernice Melba (nee 
Grosser), born 11.6.1931 in Mil-
licent, SA; died 17.7.12 in Kings 
Langley, NSW. Bernice married 
Milton Stewart on 6.10.1952. 
Milton misses his beloved wife 
of nearly 60 years, as do her 
children, Kaye (Adelaide, SA), 
Marlene (Melbourne, Vic) and 
Andrew (Sydney, NSW); along 
with their families, including 
eight grandchildren; and three 
great-grandchildren. Bernice 
always loved having her family 
holding hands together and 
praying. Her loving maternal and 
spiritual influence on all family 
members will linger through the 
current and future generations. 
While being deeply missed, 
her family and friends have 
confidence in God’s promise of 
Bernice’s resurrection upon the 
soon return of Jesus.

Ken Vogel

Tarling, Roland Ewart, born 
6.8.1916 in London; died 20.2.12 
in Bodington Nursing Home, 
Wentworth Falls, NSW. He is 
survived by his son, Lowell; 
grandchildren, Amber, Joel and 

Zoe; and great-grandchildren, 
Rosie and Elroy Mackenzie, 
and Liberty (Libby) Tarling. As 
a school teacher he served as 
language master at Glendale 
Grammar School in London, 
Sydney Girls’ and Sydney Boys’ 
High, Narrabeen High and St 
Ives High schools. Roland loved 
languages, playing piano and 
chess. He is buried at Avondale 
cemetery beside his wife, Liesel. 
He was a man of strong faith 
and looked forward to the return 
of Jesus.

Claude Judd

Watson, Garry Ernest, born 
14.2.1967 in Texas, Qld; died 
24.6.12 unexpectedly as the 
result of complications from a 
severe asthma attack. He spent 
his working life at Sanitarium’s 
Moorooka factory–a total of 27 
years. He was baptised, along 
with his mother and brother, 
Allan, on 27.3.1982 at Dalby. 
He was a faithful member at 
South Brisbane church where he 
was a reliable deacon. He was 
predeceased by his brother, Al-
lan. He is survived by his father, 
Bill (Dalby); mother, Norma 
(Brisbane); brothers, Peter (Mo-
zambique) and Jason (Dalby). He 
awaits the resurrection morning.

Mark Pearce

Advertisements

The Wodonga English 
church is holding a reunion 
and celebrating the 11th 
anniversary of the opening 
of its building. We would 
enjoy having you with us for 
this special time on Friday 
evening, October 26 and on 
Sabbath, October 27. For more 
information contact Jimmy on 
0413 719 983. Hope to see you 
there!

Chartered Accountants And 
Registered Tax Agents. For 
all your accounting, taxation 
and financing needs. Services 
include: individual tax returns; 

all types of business entity 
accounts and tax returns 
prepared. Tax planning advisory 
services; self managed super 
funds; mortgage broking 
services. Contact David Savage 
on (02) 9238 6623 or email 
<advice@dmsavage.com.au>.

Coming Ready or Not DVD 
Set. Jesus is coming real soon! 
Five powerful sessions by Pastor 
Geoff Youlden, three sessions 
by Dr Allan Lindsay, one by 
Pastor Bruce Price. Exciting 
literature evangelist stories and 
inspirational singing by Gaven 
Chatelier—complete set just $35 
post paid Australia and New 
Zealand. Email Losena Sirilo at 
<lsirilo@adventist.org.au> or 
call (03) 5965 6314.

Medical practitioners needed 
for the Logan Adventist Health 
Centre. Full-time and part-time 
practitioners needed. Contact 
0428 486 455.

Reduced price quality satellite 
kits for Adventist television 
and radio. Full instructions for 
easy DIY installation, photos, 
technical support. $235 + 
freight. Australia only (02) 6361 
3636.

Projectors, screens, wireless 
microphones, amplifiers, 
speakers etc. Lower prices 
for Adventist institutions. 
Australia only. Contact Trish, 
<greenfieldsenterprises@
bigpond.com> or (02) 6361 
3636.
 

Experience in all HR areas... 
solutions for all HR issues. 
We are a human resources 
consultancy (Adventist 
owner/consultant) providing 
professional expertise 
throughout Australia. 
Employment law compliance 
assessments, grievances, 
simple HR systems covering 
the employee “life-cycle” and 
also a secure, externally-hosted 
records management system 
to meet legal obligations. Your 
HR business partner (via phone/
email) or your outsourced HR 
team. <www.hrinbusiness.com.
au> 0448 888 644 <info@
hrinbusiness.com.au>.

Finally
Never let a prob-
lem to be solved 
become more 
important than 
a person to be 
loved.  
-Barbra Johnson 

Next Record  
October 20

Narelle Amato (Tuncurry). Basil 
was a faithful, loving husband 
and father. He faithfully served 
the Forster/Tuncurry church for 
many years as head elder, treas-
urer and all other positions. He 
was much loved and appreciated 
by his family, church and their 
community. He will be dearly 
missed.

David Kosmeier

Fowler, Walter James, 
born 2.3.1917 in 
Sydney, NSW; died 
28.6.12 in AdventCare 

Whitehorse, Nunawading, Vic. 
He married Dorothy Hart on 
22.4.1941. He was a valued 
employee of Sanitarium from 
1943 until retirement in 1983. 
Wal was manager at Coronella 
Retirement Village, Victoria, for 
10 years before managing the 
Adventist school bus system for 
the Victorian Conference. In 
recognition of his contribution to 
AdventCare Whitehorse, a new 
building at the facility has been 
named the Walter Fowler Wing. 
Wal is survived by his wife 
(Melbourne); his children and 
their spouses, Lawrence and 
Louwana (SA), and Tasma and 
Oliver Lofton-Brook (Ontario, 
Canada); four grandchildren; and 
nine great-grandchildren. Wal 
was a person of great hope and 
has touched many lives. He 
always encouraged his family 
and friends to meet together in 
God’s eternal kingdom.

Trevor Rowe

Hall, Robert (Bob) William, 
born 13.2.1925 in Adelaide, SA; 

died 24.6.12, in Sherwin Lodge, 
Perth, WA. On 30.4.1946, he 
married Sarah Jessie Chapman. 
His daughter, Glenise Hardy, 
predeceased him in 2011. He 
is survived by his wife, Jessie; 
two children, Daryll and Dorothy 
Hall (Inverell, NSW) and Merlene 
(Perth, WA); six grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchildren. 
Bob was a true pioneer who 
created opportunities for oth-
ers. He was instrumental in the 
development of the Maida Vale 
campground, Sherwin Lodge 
retirement village, Karalundi and 
Wiluna missions (all in WA) and 
Sonoma College (PNG). Follow-
ing mission service he taught 
at Carmel College, WA. Perhaps 
his greatest joy was serving in 
pastoral ministry. Bob lived to 
give his life for the kingdom of 
God. He was a man of great 
vision and commitment, leaving 
a profound heritage in the life of 
many people.

Norm Hardy, Richard Reynolds

Hiscox, Phyllis Irene (nee Pal-
mateer), born 14.1.1913 in Perth, 
WA; died 7.7.12 in Brisbane, Qld. 
On 11.12.1935, she married Au-
brey Reul Hiscox. She was pre-
deceased by Aubrey and Lynn. 
She is survived by her children 
and their families, Ken and Jill 
Hiscox (Lord Howe Island), Barry 
and Olive Hiscox (Mt Tamborine, 
Qld), Wiladelle and Ewen Brown 
(Terrigal, NSW), Wynona and 
Ian Harrison (Millicent, SA) and 
Annise and Bob Peak (Bunbury, 
WA). Phyllis and Aubrey were 
dedicated missionaries in PNG 
and Vanuatu for many years. On 

their return to South Australia, 
she worked tirelessly for the 
Church until 1989 when she 
relocated to the Victoria Point 
Adventist Retirement Village, 
Qld.

Ken Hiscox, Bob Possingham

Hunter, Joan Audrey Evelyn, 
born 30.6.1921; died 8.7.12 in 
Princess Alexandra Hospital, 
Qld. She married Wilfred Doug-
las Hunter, who predeceased her 
on 24.12.08. She was a faithful 
and loyal member of the South 
Brisbane church for many years, 
bringing her children to age-
related church activities. She is 
survived by her sons and their 
spouses, Grahame and Trish 
(Bangladesh); Peter and Rachel; 
Lloyd and Carol; Paul and Irena 
(all of Brisbane, Qld); and nine 
granddaughters, Tamara, Kris-
ten, Rhiannon, Tegwen, Brogan, 
Tryphena, Jaime, Amanda and 
Megan.

Mark Pearce

Lineker, Yozefa Teresa, born 
8.6.1945 in a concentration 
camp in Germany; died 3.7.12 
in Harbison Care, Bowral, NSW. 
She married John Lineker in 
1986, and was baptised in 2004 
by Pastor Nicu Dumbrava. She 
and her husband devoted much 
of their time to volunteer work 
for disadvantaged and needy 
people. Yozefa is survived by 
her husband; her three children, 
Wayne, Sharon and Brendon, 
and their spouses; her grand-
children; and her brother Mario 
Bajszczak. Yozefa awaits the call 
of the Lifegiver on the resurrec-
tion morning.

Athal Tolhurst

McFarlane, Betty Lorraine 
(nee Hunt), born 18.3.1930 in 
Sydney, NSW; died 9.7.12 in 
Gosford Public Hospital. She 
is survived by her husband, 
Milton; sister, Elaine and Elaine’s 
husband Cecil Toepfer. She was 
a much-loved aunt to Narelle 
Brothers (US), Peter Dixon and 
Karen Noble. Betty and Milton 
were married for 59 years. She 
faithfully served in numerous 
capacities, including secretarial 
responsibilities and also several 
teaching appointments in the 
Pacific islands. Betty and Milton 
ministered for 17 years in the 
mission fields. Upon returning to 
Australia she worked as a school 
librarian, followed by another 14 
years of service at the Kressville 
Hostel in Cooranbong. Betty was 
a genuine, loving and caring 
Christian who now sleeps in 
Jesus.

Roger Nixon, George Drinkall

Oberson, Monique (nee Lam-
bert), born 15.8.1956 in Neucha-
tel, Switzerland; died 27.6.12 in 
Branxholme, Vic. On 19.4.1979, 
she married Francois Oberson. 
She is survived by her hus-
band and her son, Christopher 
(both of Branxholme). Monique 
worked in various health retreats 
and took her interest for the 
mission of souls seriously. She 
worked earnestly in her personal 
ministry to spread the Gospel. 
She did her best in life with her 
son, teaching him all about the 
love of Christ. Monique stood 
continually by her husband’s 
side in his personal ministry 
work wherever he was needed.

Paul Fenech

Sparks, Allan Theodore, born 
26.2.1924 in Auckland, NZ; died 
1.8.12 in Brisbane, Qld. On 
28.3.1951 he married Thelma 
Stone. He was predeceased 
by Gary in 1980 and Denise in 
2002. He is survived by his wife; 
and his daughter and her family, 
Carolyn and John Cosgrove (all 
of Brisbane). Allan worked for 
Sanitarium as an accountant for 
45 years. He was a faithful serv-
ant of the Lord and served the 
Church as a treasurer for many 
years. Like His Saviour he was 
gentle, loving, humble and went 
about the work that his heavenly 
Father assigned to him. He loved 
his family greatly and will be 
deeply missed.

Judy Fua, Alvin Coltheart, 
Bob Possingham
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volunteers
 Qualified builder/s needed 

for a Fly-n-Build project to 
Batuna Clinic in the Western 
Province of the Solomon 
Islands. The preference is for 
builders to be available for 
three weeks at a time. This 
project will be running from 
mid-October 2012 to June 
2013 and volunteers can go 
when it suits them.

For further details contact 
AVS <volunteers@adventist.

org.au> 
 or (02) 9847 3278
–Anna Downing

Signs Ministry presents another 
in its Goodwill Flyer series. “The 
Marriage Act,” extracted from 
Signs magazine, presents the 
biblical-religious origin of marriage 
as a God-given institution. To view 
content (and order online): www.
signsofthetimes.org.au/marriageact

For more information: ph 02 9847 2296 
<leedunstan@adventistmedia.org.au>

To order direct (freecall): ph 1800 035 542
<subscriptions@signsofthetimes.org.au>

Packs of 100 1 2-9 10+

$AUD $22 $20 $18

$NZ $28 $25 $22

       the marriage       act      

CEDARVALE HEALTH AND LIFESTYLE RETREAT 
 Traineeships in health ministry. Two positions (female) exist 

for a one-year program. Includes several nationally accredited 
courses as well as on-the-job training in a health retreat setting. 
Be mentored alongside a team of dedicated professionals includ-
ing a doctor and dietitian. This is a great opportunity to become 
actively involved in health ministry. Positions commence January 
2013. For more information visit <www.cedarvaleeducation.com.
au>, or email <info@cedarvaleeducation.com.au> or phone (02) 
4465 1362. Applications close November 25, 2012.

 Maintenance/handyman position. This position is available 
for a well-motivated person to use a wide range of practical skills 
while at the same time contributing to the development of a 
health retreat ministry. This is a full-time position available from 
January 2013  For more information on this position see <www.
cedarvaleretreat.com.au/vacancies.php> or phone (02) 4465 
1362. Applications close November 25, 2012.

Cedarvale Health and Lifestyle Retreat is independent of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church organisation but is supportive of the Church.

Signs Ministry has another goodwill 
brochure for sharing. “Money 
Meltdown” looks at the current 
financial crisis from a biblical 
perspective, based on Revelation 18. 
To view content and order: <www.
signsofthetimes.org.au/meltdown> 
Stock limited.

Further information: phone 02 9847 2296 
<leedunstan@adventistmedia.org.au>

To order direct: phone 1800 035 542
<subscriptions@signsofthetimes.org.au>

Packs of 100 1 2-9 10+

$AUD $22 $20 $18

$NZ $28 $25 $22
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