VOL. 6 SHANGHAL,

CHINA, JANUARY -

15, 1517

 ORGANIZATION OF THE CENTRAL SOUTHERN LUZON CONFERENCE o

* First Local Confere*xce Orvamzed in Asm

. On the arr;va] in the Plnhpplnes of Pastors Dan-
1ells and Knox, president and treasurer, respectively, of
the General Conference a meeting of the Asiatic Divi-
Asion Commlttee was held at Manila, together with the

above men’uoned brethrer, and also members of the.

Joeal zmsswn. Some consideration was. given to the
mteresim,5 and important work which. _has developed
in the Plnhppmes espeelally in the Tagalog field, that
s, that portion of the Island of Luzon of which Mamla
ds the. eapltal and center. Some study was given. to

the neeecsxty for a fuller organizationto meet theneeds .
-As the -result-of this -

of a rapidly - growing work.
study it was. Voted that, if after visiting the churches
and making a fuller- investigation it was seen to be
advisable, a conference be organized in the part of the
field where the greatest number of Sabbath keepers are
found. Three weeks were spent in making a tour of
the churches and companies in the following places:
Ban Pablo Santa Rosa, Cavite, Malolos, Baliwag and

-Calumpit, besxdes the several companies that make up -

the church in } Nlamla As the result of these visits the
convmtlon was strengthened that there is a sufficient
membersth for a conference organization, and that the
~work would be beneﬁtea by-such a step. The native
‘brethren, as well as the Amerxean workers, greatly
appreciated the eounseI and instruction Brother Dan-
-4ells gave at this time.

~On Thursday, December 14 191b at two p. m. .
there ngsembled in the new church building at the cor-
-mer of Bambang and Oroquieta Sts., Manila, a goodly
number-of the believers from various parts of the
Philippine Islands. In response to a call from the
superintendent of. the Philippine Tsland Mission of
Seveuth-day Adventists, two hundred and forty-two
church members, representing eleven churches with a
membershxp of eight handred and e1ghty three, were
in attendance at’ this general meeting.- -

‘At the appmnted hour the meetmg was ealled td
_order by Pastor Finster, and. the sub,]ec’c of orv"amza-
‘tion was introduced.

Pastor A. G, Damells, Presrdent of the "General
Couference of the Seventh-day Adventists, outlined
briefly some reasons. thaut lead groups of believers in
‘mission territory to organize themselves into local
conferences, when conditions for such organizations
.are favorable. Among other conditions, he named the
followmg as 1mportam —

- 1. A sufficient membershlp to glve strength and
salrdamty to an organizatien.

2. The accessibility of the members in a given ter-
ritory,making it possmle for them to carry on ccn-
certed action.

3. The development of dlﬁferent lines of work to &
point of efficiency and strength.

4. The willingness and ability of the behevers to
.make such an organization effective, and a real bless-
ing to their field.

5. A readiness and an ability to aid in the ﬁnan-
cial support of a conference.

A constitution was presented, an outline of what
was thought to bea good working constitution, modeled
"after our conference constitutionsin other parts of the
world. After submitting the same to the delegates for

,consideraﬁqn it was adopted after slight alterations.
The native brethren took the greatest interest in the
-discussion of every proposition. Nothing was allowed
t0 pass. that was not fully understood. K
Pastor Finster was elected president of the confer-
.ence, Pastor Bibiano Parus, viee-president, Brother
dJ. 8. Barrows secretary and treasurer.

. We believe this marks an advance step taken in the
building up and binding together -of God’s ‘work in
cthe:East. Thisisthe first local conferencé orgamized
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‘in Asia. - Thusin.the continent where man first lived,
. where the Sayiour was born, lived and died, do we now
Sind th great closing. message finighing up its great
work iniriumph. May God bless the Central-Seuth~

ern Luzon Conference. . :
J. E. FULTon,,

fﬁltems-from Minutes of General’
% o Committee Meetings

Dummp the meetsngs of the Asiatic Division Com-

.mlttee wluch were .recently held in Shanghai, some
’ recommenda‘ilons were passed which will be of interest
'$0 the NEivs readers.

It was voted that in response to a  Tetter fr()m some
of the students. of the language school at Nanking,
arrangement be made forthe contmuance of the sehool
"at Mokanshan during the summer, thus enabling the
students to continue the study of the language during
the hot months.

T As thie dormitories of the China N[lSSIODS Tralmng
School are madequate to house all the students wish-
fmg to attend and many are turned away because of
~this, it was voted that a buil ding of sixteen rooms be
fbmlt for the boys, and an addition of four rooms ard
'la dmmo room be made to ‘the girls’ dormitory.

Actlon .was passed that a medical book be prepared
"for use in the Phﬂlppmes - A comnittee cons1st1ng of
‘Dr Selmon, Brother Weaks, and Brother Crisler was
‘“appomted to, take up. the preparatlon of thls book.
An. abrxdoed ed1t10n of ‘Practmal Gmde” w111 be
“made addmo" some chapters that wonld make the work
of pracmcal value for that field.

There is such an urgent eall coming from the field
“for readers in the Chinese language; and as the 1eaders
at present available contain so much matter “diamet-
ricaily opposed to the fundamental truths of the mes-
,_sage,_Dr Selmon was asked to undertake the prepara-

.tion of readers for the first five years of school work,
-and Brother Swartout, Sister Brines, Sister Kuhn,
Kung 8. 8., and Wu 8. S. were asked to assist him in
the preparatlon of these books.
. It was voted that a publication i m casy Wenli be
made of Elder Danielis’ new book, “The World War
and Armageddon 7 adapted to the needs of the Chxnese
field; that Pastor O. A. Hall be asked to come to Shang-
‘hai, and assist Brother Shultz in the preparation of
this work. y

Action was taken that Sister Jessie Fulton be asked
to connect with the Chxna stsxons Training School
as preceptress and teaeher tolive in the girls’ dorm1—
tory, this to take effect as soon as satlsfactory arrange-
‘ments can be made to SuppIy her place as stenographer,

-That Miss Osborne be invited, on her return to
Cliina, to take up editorial work in the Signs of the
“Pimes Publiskiiig House, ‘and to teach one class in the
China Missions Training Sehool. -« . ¢ . ..

and beo‘an te@chlna it. hey wer
soon dismissed from ‘missin employ, but i‘-ﬁQt tmtil

Th'lt the mi ss;ons ‘be asked to take under conc;&era~

tion the advxsabxhty of sendmg § Toapy Wi kers'to»

to the General ‘Meeting as' theit “fiancial’ 'condiﬁon
will permit:

Inasmuch as Brother Frrost ‘has decided to' attend
the language school at Nanking, it was voted that Mrs.
Henderson. be asked to be thé a(saocw,te edltor of ’the
ASlatlc D1v1swn Mission NEws.

-

;i’n Giangci ls-rovihc&é‘
(Conclided.) ~~

'At prQs:éirt'wé- have two church organizations: im
Gigngsi, one” at the capital, Nanchang, and 'the other-

-inthe far south at Gandjou, while we have another:

strong company of ‘believers, several of whom have
been' keeping the Sabbath for more than three years:
among the aborigines at Sin Shui.- The location of

'these churches was determined by mterests awakened

by our canvassers who were the pioneers in ‘the ‘field.

Plantxng the seeds of truth among the monntameers
of Siu Shm they went eastward to Ndnchang, where
results ‘were seen ; then followxng the water eourses-
southward to their sonrces they finally reached' the
southern provmcml metropohs of GandJou, where they
found a very intelligent company of Chrlshans who
were seekmg for addmondl Hght: Two of the strong—
est evangelists of the place accepted the Sabbdth truth )
The result:was-th

after th'e'y’ﬁad gathered out a.company of eighty-five
who were xOyally keeping all of God’s commandments.

One of these evangelists had been preaching: forten
years, the other six, Of the latter, his forx_ggr forexvn
superintendent said to us, “In all my thirty years

‘experience Bvangelist Liis the most meek, devoted,

dependable man I- ever met. - Of h]m, although now
leaving us, I can say as did Christ of Nathaniel of old,
‘Behold an [sraelite indeed,in whom is no guile.”’”
As the resunlt of the interest there Djo Wen Sun 8. 8.,

a former employee of the press, and who recleved hls
training in the Shanghai school, was sent to look after
the work. Hemnow hasa church of more than twenty
substantial members, dﬁd more than 81xty are keepmcr
the Sabbath and awaiting baptlsm ' -

This company largely’ ‘consists of the meérchant class.
who are comfortably situated and will eventually be a.
financial strength to our work. But this is largely
true of all our believers throughout the province. Itis
evident that the Signs is at present réaching‘a"cls'ss
that are able' to ofier us financial assistance for ihe-
future, and while we recognize that all must be reached
with-the message, yet this moneyed class will aid us by
their financial assistance to reach the masses all the
more readily. In a ¢all made by Pastor Gottre]l for a
special offering to assist iii the educatwnal 'work iz
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. Qiangsi, $123, Mexican, was raised. . I. was told that

-the deacon and his foe of ‘the Nanchang chureh, who
-have three stores in the cxty, regularly donate the pro
rata amount preseribed by the Sabbath-school . Depart-
. ment for the Thirteenth. Sabbath offering. -
j Pastor Hwang, Who has been leading ouf in the
. work in Glang51, has. been forced to leave Nanchang
because the dread white plague has fastened itself
upon him. Fortunately the timely return of Brother
Gillis enables him to fill the place of director of this
promising mission, and he has already located his
family at Kukiang. " Nine students, including the two
converted evangelists from Gandjou, are receiving a
. training for future work in the school in Shanghai,
‘while Brother Gillis has two.young evangelists associ-
~ated with him in labor. Provision is being madeto
send another strong- man ‘to fill the vacancy at Nan-
‘chang. Morehelp must be sent him soon tv care for

the growing work. In the meantime he and histwo .
assistants must care for a workin a territory having

‘a'population in excess of many of our union confer-
-ences at home,

That the workers there are alive to all opportuni-
ties presented for labor is illustrated by the following :
‘When Djo Sien Seng entered the feld last summer, he
thought to improve his time while en route from the
north to his station at Gandjou in the distribution of
our literature.  He acwrdmg]y provided himseif with
'a large number of magazines which he sold in all the

- important cities through which he passed.  Digressing
r#rom this direct route he visited Lninghushan, where
~dwells in regal state, Djang Tien Si. This heavenly
teacher is said by the Chinese to bea “shen’’ and is far
and away the greatest man in China today. Nothing
daunting, Djo S. S. approached his yamen at Lunghu-
shan, which is by interpretation the dragon and tiger
‘mountain, doubtless according with the character of
the saint much more accurately than he would be
‘willing to admit, and asked admission. He found that
the heavenly teacher had been invited to Peking,
Whence he had gone toadvise Yuan Shi Kai on the
best. method of supporting his tottering imperial
‘throne, and for which he in return received a handsome
reward. His advice proved as useless as past centuries
«demonstrate that Taoist advice has.ever been, but a
real providence isseen im his absence, since it permitted
‘our evangelist to sell twenty copies of the Signs with-
in the yamen itself. “Who knows what the end will
be since the message 0f God has entered doors that
have stood the assaults of centuries, and has been
received by the members of the household .of the
‘high priest of one of the greatest sophletrles of the
\East?
Jaurs B, SHULTZ

-y
3. ,—————_—-—-—(a‘,

The Sabbath is the golden clasp whmh bmds to-
g,ether the volume of the week. 7.Longfel}awg

upon His Work.

. Anhwei Mission

On the seventeenth of ‘October, {11 compahi wit
Brother Jossf Hall, Evangelist Had, 665" Bi
worker, and my wife, we' left Naukin, 5'5fér ‘611?"‘ all
itinerating trip through the interior of 'the“Ahhwei
province. .

Our first stop was Beng Pu, oii the railway, where
we found the work making steady pregréss. At the
close of a five days meeting five persons were baptised.
From this place we proceeded to our second statlon,
which was opened but lastspring by a senes of ‘tent
meetings. During the tent mectlngs a spIendxd in-
terest was manifested, and a good’ company of believ-
ers were led to obey the truth. We. found the work
here in a prosperous condition, and eight were felt
to be ready for baptism. They Were recommended'
for baptism at the general meetmg, wh1ch foIlowed a
httle later.

At this place we rented a house boab for the
remaining two weeks of our tr1p among the. statlons.
The weather was bad and rainy most of the tiwe, and
with a boat whicli leaked from the top and from the
bottom. as well as from both sides, we were kept ’
quite busy trying to keep dry, which eﬁ?ort proved to
be in vain. During the two weeks we visited four
stations, holding a short series of meetmgs ‘at_each

‘place, returning to Ying Shang Hsien'in trme for the
'opemng of the general meetmg \lovember 10. Up to

within "two days of the opening of the meetmg the
heavyram con‘mnued ‘#nd it appeared fhat our. meetmg

wWould be broken up, as the people wou]d not be able to

come. At the Wednesday n1ght prayer meetmg our
brethren all joined in seeking ‘the Lord for favorable.
weather and for the success of the meetmg Th]a pray er
was answered, and at the opening of the meeting 1 Nov-
ember 10most of the brethren and sisters in that section -
of the province were in attendance. The attendance
was better and more representative than at previous.
meetings, and all took a deep interest in the studies
held. The tent was used for the evening ‘services'in
order to accommodate the large attendance from the
city. :
We were glad to have Brother Lillie W1th us
throughout the meéeting. A1l were sorry that Pastor
Fulton was prevented being present by illness.

“The last Friday of the meeting thxrty persons fol.
lowed their Lord in baptism. At the Sabbath morn-
ing service a liberal thank ‘offering was ‘given in
expression of the good meeting all had enjoyed."

After returningto Nanking we went' immediately
to the Kiangsu general meeting held at Kadmg "We
are thankful for the ev1dences of the Lord s b]essmg

O A H&LL

A ,._..‘___._._._._;_ TR ¢ ‘

The World turns a‘ndeto let any man pass who
knows Whlthel‘ he is gomgﬂfvya:wel Stare Jorddns
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Asxahc Dlvmon Conference -

The Asmtzc D1v1510n Conferenee of Seventh- day
Adventlsts will hold its first ‘regular ‘session, April
5-26, at Shanghai, China, for the election of officers,
making changes in the constitution;and the transaction
©f other necessary business. -

‘R. C. PoRTER, Presidsnt.
"d. E. Fourow, Secrelary.

» " New Fields Entered / )
Four new journals have recently come 'n:o my desk

as additions to, our. magazine family in the Asiatie
D1v1s1on Conference. These all come from India, and

represent the followmg great language areas with their -

combincd population of approxlmate]y 60,000,000
Telegu, Malayalam, Marathi, and . Gujerathi. With
the exceptlon of Marathi, this is the first regular effort
in these languages. . Institutes have recently. been
held in these various fields, and the brethren report
that an enthusiastic company of colporteurs has gone
into the field as pioneers among these unwarned mil-
lions, We watch with interest for early reports from
these new workers.

. Two of the above magazines bear the name Present
Truth, and two the familiar title Signs of the Times.
May God bless these silent messengers as they go on
their Amportant mission.

More and more as we see these new lano'uave areas
being ploneered by the colporteur do we realize the
truthfulness of the statement that “to a large degree
through our publishing houses is to be accomplished the
work of that other angel who comes down from heaven,
and who lightens the earth with his glory.”” May the
good work continue until * ‘earth’s remotest nation has
heard Messiah’s name.”’ C. E. WgAKs.

<>

N OTES

Brother 8. L. Frost and wife left Shanghai Jan-
uary 11 to attend the language school at Nanking.

Dr. Selmon and Brother-O. A. Hall returned to
Nanking January 6, after attending a session of the
Asiatie Division Committee durihg the week.

A Ietter from Sister Petra Tunheim, from Java,
says: “All is moving forward here in the work, and
we have over $400, gold, for the Harvest Ingathering.
The Lord has blessed us very much in this work.”’
¢ ‘On the evening of December 30 the “Empress of
Russia’’ brought a party from the south. Elder and

10 hear Elder Daniells.
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-Mrs. Daniells, - Elder’ Fulton, - Brother CLE.: : Weals,
-and Brother C. C. Crislel’coming from meetings inthe
-Philippines; and Sister Blunden'aud ehildren returs-
ing from a visit with her brother in Hongkong, . .75
The new Miehle press, presented to the Sighs of 1he
“Times Publishing House by “the Pacific Preéss; has
'arnved and Brother Henderson is very busy mstalhno'
. This is a valuable addition to the plant; and:fills’a
-_long—felt.need. " The workers here feel very grateful
forthe generosity of the Pacifie Press in: making this
gift. o L
"December 31 our Shanghai workers and visitofs
gathered around a table of good things in the Press
chapel prepared by the ladies. Although the cold was
sharp outside, inside was warmth and good cheer,
During the repast Elder Daniells told of the workthat
‘was onward in the fields from which he had just come.
‘Dr. Selmon, Brethren Allum; and Shultz also: gaves
few words concerning the Work i then- respeetlve de-
partments. chee

On the evening of January 1, in the China- MlS-
sions Training School chapel, an interesting prograin
was given by the students of the school. Thé room
was tastefully -decorated with many pretty colored
‘paper flowers against a background of evergreen. The
program consisted of vocal and instrumental musie,
given by the music students, and short talks and reci-
tations, by other members of the school The e'véniug
was enjoyed by all. :

Sabbath morning, J anuary 6, a eompany sof two
‘hundred people gathered in the Training School chapel
The mission workers 33“.@
‘members of the Shanghai church were present, and
the chapel was filled to its ntmost. Elder Daniells
spoke of the conditions in the world at the present
time, and of the nearness of the end, Dr. Selmon in-
terpreting for the Chinese. All were inspired to pub
forth a greater effort than ever before to the finishing
of the work. Inthe afternoon a company of thxrty
foreign workers gathered in the Press ehapel where
Elder Daniells gave an inspiring talk on the ‘needs of
the Holy Spirit in the life of each worker. .

From a recent letter from Brother Mecker we
gather the following interesting items concerning the
Harvest Ingathering work in Hongkong: “We have
used about five hundred Harvest Ingathering Signsin
Hongkong, and with the help of the Lord have colieeted
upwards of $700.. All the papers are given out, but.a
few dollars continue to come. I have been promlsed

denatlon after the first of the year. It is indeed
good to feel that two great ob;jects have been rea,hzed<
peopleare having an opportunity of learning about the
truth, and we are receiving financial help, which is so
much needed at this time. I liketo leave the paper
xyith the people as a reminder to.themof the cause to
which they contrlbuted ”
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