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RePoOrTs FrROM THE FIELD

A Testimony Meeting by the Leaders of the
Work in India

AT the first meeting of the India Union Couneil
held at Lucknow, Nov. 8-18, a devotisnal meeting
was held in which Pastor W. W. Fletcher, president
of the union, led out, and all members of the coramittee
took part. Such a decided note of couraze and good
cheer was struck by the president, and sounded by
gach member of the committee, that it seemed to me
the readers of this journal would be glad to know
something of what was said.
© “Itiselear,”” s1id one, “that a new impetus is tak-

slowly, but when we look back over the years we find
that God has been working, and the cause has grown
more rapidly than we had realized. The years have
been years of preparation. It is only recently that
we have taken up vernacular work to any extent in
India. I look now for more rapid advancement.”” :
Several of the brethren spoke of remarkable
answers to prayer, during the year especiaily. One
brother said that he had taken God at His word as.
never before, but that God had moved for him he-
yond his expectations. He thanked God for personal
vietories. Mention was made of how God has worked
on behalf of our brethren, workers, and laymen, in
giving freedom from military service on the part of
the missionaries, and in other cases, giving Sabbath
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ing hold of God’s people in this part of the Asiatie
Division to f{inish this great work, Much has been
done, and will continue o be done for India, by our
brethren in other lands, but vow has ecrtainly come
the time when the peoples of these lands must take
on their responsibilities and bear their heavy part.
I thank God that His people are beginning to realize
their burden. ™’ ‘

Pastor Burgess, speaking from a long experience
in India, said, “We have now more work in any one
“of the five divisions of India than we had in all ledia
sixteen years ago. The work seems to have moved

off in times where military training is required.

One brother said, “It is a marvel what God is
able to do for us. Wheu this war broke out we made
all sorts of conjictures as to what would happen to
to us 1n India. We thought it possible that in India
the missionaries would be cut down to half pay or
less, or perhaps sent home altogether. We thought_.
it impossibie that the work could be carried on in
the regular way. But our fears have not been real~
ized. Thank God we can remain on at our posts of
duty.”” Fears had been alluyed and faith strength-
eneds
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Brother G. G. Lowry, speaking of the work in
South India, told of the goud work that the native
evangelists are doing. Five stations in South India
“were manned by native brethren. One brother in
Pondicherry was doing good work, and had been
instrumental in raising up a good working church.
At Nuzareth, South India, the brethren had caught
theidea of self-support, and he was sure others wouid
do the same.. The work in Madras, under Brother
Poley, was going forward well, an Kunglish ehurch had
been organized, and a Tamil evangelist was gelting
hold of the interested ones: ‘

Pastor Mattison, speaking for North India, said
that there was much tolencourage. He was glad for
the help given by the brethren in Simla and
Mussoorie. He was glad for the spirit of co-opera-
tion given both by native and European workers.
He said he felt the need of specinl help from God

in this great field, and that was the desire of ali’

his co-laborers. He reported the first baptism held
in the Punjab. A start had been made, and he was
sure God would give results.

Pastor Pettit spoke encouragingly of the work
in the Bombay Presidency. This is a great field,
and there is urgent need for more laborers. There
was not a Sabbath-keeper in that great district when
Brother Pettit was called to the field ; but the work is
growing so that the tithe is now equal to that paid
by all India Sabbath-keepers, aside from workers,
at that time. Special mention was made of the in-
creasing demand for the vernacular literature in that
distriet.

Pastor C. F. Lowry gave a cheexing word for the

work in Burma. He said ali the workers werse of
good courage, and assome of them were getting the

[anguage, he looked for good resuits. He said the.

work in Rangoon City among the Engiish-speaking
people gave good promise, but he was also sure that
when the canvassing work got well started big returns
would be shown in Burma. " It takes a little time to
get up steam, and it takes a good deal of steam to
start a load, but he was sure that when we get up
steam and get the load started, rapid progress could
he expected in Burma.

A number of the brethren spoke of their endeavors
to co-operate in working toward self-support. All
believe that we should work together to this end. God
has a great work to do in Asia, and He expects the
church in Asiatoarise and shine. A number testified
to the power of God to work throngh humble means.
(fideon and this company did not do so much, other
than to shout “the sword of the Lord and of Gideon,?’
and to break the pitchers. So God will work through
us’f we trust His power and co-operate with Him.
God was with us in this meefing.

‘ ' J. E. Fuurox.

Japan Conference and Institute

It has been a number of weeks since I reported
through the columns of the QurLoOK, and in this I
fear that I have been somewhat remiss with an
important duty, and in this respeet have not set a
very good example to my fellow workers. But I
shall endeavor to do better in the future, and I hope
my ctforts will be contagious with others.

On October 18, 1917, I left Shanghai, in company
with Prof. S. L. Frost, to attend meetings in the
Bast Asian TJnion Conference. Landing at Naga-
saki, the journey across Japan to Tokyo was one of
unusual interest. Looking at the country and its
people from thestandpoint of modern improvements,
education, thrift, and public spirit, one could truth-
fully say that Japan had stepped from the ranks of
the old Oriental nations, into those of the new and

progressive Occident. '
In Tokyo I was pleased to meet some of the Japan

workers who had already come for the meeting, and
also.to greet Prof. and Mrs. W. W. Prescott, recently
arrived in Japan to engage for an extended period
in ministerial institute work in the Asiatic Divisien.

Beginning with October 25, a week was devoted
to ministerial institute work prior to the opening of
the regular conference session. Professor Prescott
and Pastor Cottrell carried the chief burden of the
institute. The studies given were designed to inspire
the workers with a greater zeal and earnestness in
the study of the Bible principles which form the
foundation and superstructure upon which our entire
message is built, and to bring each one into a closer
personal touch with Christ, and with one another.
These studies were very much appreciated by all the
workers, and a genuine response was had in the
personal testimonies borne by those who took part
in the social services from day to day. As fthe meet-
ings progressed, a spirit of unity and brotherly love
was seen more and more to take possession of the
hearis of all. As the Lord’s people truly sense the
importance of the times in which they areliving, and
the need of revealing to the world the power of the
truths which have been entrusted to them, they will
show great earnestness and true devotion in pressing
close together, and casting out every personal dif-
ference or hindering cause that would weaken spir-
itual growth or bring in division.

Following the institute came a nine days’ session
of the Japan Mission, during which time the mission
was formully orgunized into a conference. The
work of arganization passed off in a very satisfac-
tory manner. It was gratifying to observe the ap-
preciative way in which the Japanese believers united
in this work of organization. Toa largeextent they
realized the nature of the responsibilities placed
upon them by this new step, and very loyally put
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their shoulders under the burdess, financial and
otherwise, that naturally followed.
ference has not yet reached full financial self-sup-
pori, but such a statusis possible within a year or
two, and to this end the workers are addressing
themselves with courage and zeal.

Pastor T. H. Okohira was given charge of the
Sabbath School, Home Missionary, and Missionary
Volunteer Departments, and Brother 8. Miyaki was
appointed editor of the Japanese paper, the Signs of
the Timis, assisted by Pastor Hotfman. Brother
A. B. Cole continues his work as secrctary-treasurer,
while Brother H. Stacey leads the field forces of the
Puhblishing Department. Pastor B. P. Hoffman was
chosen as president, with a strong committes of ex-
perienced workers, consisting of three foreigrers and
five Japanese, to assist him. The organization of
this conference was an important step in the history
of the work in.Japan, and will doubtless result in a
more rapid advancement of the message in that
great empire.

The prospects are good for a wide distribution of
our mes:age-filled literature in tlis prosperous field.

On three different occasions I spoke to the col-
porteur class, and was pleased to sce such a large
number of strong men and women making prepa-
ration to engage in thisimportant branch of the work.
At the close of the meeting all the workers returned
to their fields with renewed vows to the Lord and
fresh courage for the tasks before them. May God
greatly bless this new Japan Conference in carrymg
the truth to the millions within her boundaries.

J. 8 J.

<
-

Shandung, North China Union

THROUGH one of our native evangelists we learn of

encouraging progress in several lines of the work in
“handung province, of the North China Union Con-
ference.

“By the blessing of God, the last few months of
work here have been very successful,’’ this brother
writes from Tsinanfu.  “In theseventh month, eight
men and women whom God had chosen were baptized
here and joined the church. During the summer
season: seven men were outin the field engaged in evan-
gelistic canvassing.”’

After atwo weeks’ effort in Deng A Hsien, spent
in preaching and sclling literaturce, this worker
reports: “There are several teps of people there
who believe the third angei’s message. In two
places in that neighborhood men are willing to give
houses to the mission suitable for chapels. In two
other places men are willing to donate land.”’

Of the work in Tsinanfu he says: “This fall we
started a primary and intermediate szhool with wore
than twenty students. Sevenoreight from Shandung
are atiending the Shanghai training school fo pre.
pare to be better witnesses for the last-day message.

“In November we conducted an institute for in-
quirers here in Tsinan. At that tiwme also Brother
Hall was asked by the North China Conference com-
mittee to connect with the Shandung work.”’

\

This new con- .

‘The Literature Work in Manchuria—2

Durixg the winter months of 1916-17 our litera-
ture work was dormant because of the extreme cold.
In the spring I was called to one of our mission
chapels to conduet an institute for two fine boys
whom our best canvasser had brought to the Saviour.
This compensated us in part for the loss of our hest
eanvasser, who is pow an evangelist.  In dJduly, 1917,
an institute was heid at the Changehun station,
where six had been haptized as the result of Brother
Grundset’s lubors; and this institute gave us two
pew recruits for our field work. One of these is a
good colporteur, and gives promise of becoming one
of our native leaders in the future, if ne continues
to advance in the footsteps of Him who desires to
lead us all.

Our work has been advancing during the year
as well as =ould be expected, considering that at no
time have we had more than six men in the field, and
toward the close of the year this number Lad been
reduced to three. The dear Lord has vichly blessed
the efforts put forth. Extensive as our ficld is, and
with the larger part of it unentered by the railroad,
we have not only gone over anew most of the territory
worked last year, but have been sucressful in pushing
into the regions beyond. The fertile valley north of
Harbin has been entered, and the Signs is now
preaching several hundred sermons monthly there.
That streteh of our tield which borders ou Siberia
on the cast has been gone over. From Kirin on east
clear to the burder of Korea, the glad message has
been told. Even two cities in Mongolia, beyond the
Mauchuria boundary line, are now being visited by
ourmagazine. These papersare going to Cbinesewho
are in business at these places; yet who can say that
through these some Mongols may not hear the word
of life, and accept it?

After having gained a working knowledge of the
language, it° was my privilege to spend a few weeks
right out in the sun with the boys. 'These weeks
were rich in experience, and brought many blessings
to my soul. My first visit was to the capital of the

laek-dragon province, whick is our northernmost
provinee. llere one of our boys was faithfnlly duing )
what he could to eirculate the printed page. 1In our
eolporteur work we try to foliow tiie method of visit-
ing the higher class first, gradually working down to
the common people; but because our colporteur in
the Black-dragon province was & common man, and

feared that he might not be granted an eutr. nce to

the place, and thus be forever baried {rom planting
the messuge within, had pestpuncd his visit to the
yamen until the time of my arrival. The day after.
we reached the place we were ready to sek an en-
trance at those gates thath:d never before openced to
truth. This was a new experience to us both; y}et we
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were there to bless that dark court, and this conscious-
ness buoyed us up. God guve us favor with the
officials, and a goodly number of subscriptions to the
Chinese Signs were secured, toge' her with orders for
several books. How cheering it is to know that thus
the third angel’s message is monthly going within
that paiace, where otherwise the truth might never be
known. = After this expericree our canvasser took
three times as many subscriptions in that city, and
ingtead of “selling mostly papexr-bound books, he sold
most in cloth, which is the best we have.

At Kirin we spent all our time working among
the yamens, of which this city has about forty. The
work among this class is slow, but it yields good
returns. Before beginning our work there the first
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leader in the various sehool districts in that provinee.
This is the largest order that :o my knowledge has
been tuken anywhere from one man. Here it is: ten
cloth; ten paper; seventeen board. Thus it is evident
that even worldly men are helping us communicate
a knowledge of the soon-coming King. A little over
a day of labor had g‘iven us a harvest of sixty-nine
orders, each averdging over $1.00, and more yearly
subscriptions to the Signs than had been taken the
previous years in these respective yamens. Truly
this is an economical method of preaching the gospel.
B Does it Pay?

Do you ask, Does it pay? Listen! From far off
Tsitsihar, where, save for the canvasser, 1o one would
have heard the glad tidings, comes the word: “We

{ﬂi&&w%

. MANCHUELA POSTAL. DISTRICT,

wish to join the home department of
your Subbath-school. Send us a quar-
terly, that we may study as you do every
Sabbath.”” At the end of the guarter
came the word: “We are sending you t3-
day $1.80 as well as the envelope with
our record on it;’’ and with this was
a testimony of praise to God for the light
He has let shine upon their pathway.

Not far from the souvce of the Yalu,
near the north-vastern border of Korea,
where we have had a man canvassing this
past summer, comes a call for someone

-to come over .apd help them to a better
understanding of the Scriptures. We
have no one to send, and no means with
which to send a man if we had one; so
our literature at present must take the
place of a living preacher.

I believe that before we can secure
men and women with which to fill the
calls that are sure to result from this
generous sowing of the good séed. these
calls will have become ¢o abundaut that
we shall consider a day incomplete when
we do not receive one or rore of them.

The accompanying map will help
convey some idea of what has been ac-
complisbed. The circles represent cities

&]

day, we prayed earnestly that the Lord would

visited that day we gained subscriptions and
in twos and threes. The next morning I asked the
Lord to give us an order of ten books to one man.
As on the day before, we were blessed with two here
and three there. , And then in one of the important
yamens we saw the head official, and enjoyed a fine
talk with him, but could not st first arrive at any
definite understanding as to how many books he
desired. After atime, however, becalled histreasurer
and told him to send a copy of our book to each

nrake .
“us a blessing to that city and its many thousands;
and our prayers were answered. We secured five
yveatly snbscriptions and orders for six health books
at the governor’s palace; and in nearly every yameén

orders

visited by our faithful boys, and the
namber within each circle shows. the number of

' subseriptions taken in each place from June, 1916, to

Gctober, 1917. The crosses, of which there are six,
represent places where we have chapels. There are
still many places that onr boys have not visited. . It
will take the earnest support of our friendsin Chris-
tian lands, if the gospel is preached threughout this
great Asiatic Division field in this age. It will take
more than your prayers and your financial support;
it will mean—it-must mean—the offering up for these
races of more of your sons and daughters. Some
must give themselves, as it were, in that boy or that
¢irl, whom they conseerate to service for God in these
great fi-1ds awaiting the reapers of the harvest.
J. G. GIORDING.
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Self-sapport in North China

SELF-SUPPORT, S0 far as our native sularies are con-
cerned, is the goal that this union expects to reach
during the year 19i9. Below we give a few items to
show that the Lord is even now preparing the way
before us along this line. -

“ On my return from Sianfu, I stayed over two
days visiting our station at Yencheng, where we have
the IHonan Training School. This school, during the
present year, is working toward a self-supporting
basis. Tkat is, we expect eaeh student to supply, in
advance, sufficient money to pay for his board and
for all the books used. On this plan of eperation we
expected but a small school, probably not more than
thirty or forty students; butl it is most encouraging
to know that no less than eighty-six had been epnrolled
at that time, and by this time the enrolment will
probably be fairly over ninety. Brother and Sister
Conger are very earnest in their efforts to make this
sehool a real sucecess; their discipline is excellent, and
the spiritual condition of the sehool is good. God

is gomng to give us a splendid school there this year..

There are students in attendance from three prov-
inces; naturally most of these come from Honan,
but there are somc fine students from Shensi, and
also one or two from Hupeh. It is very encourag-
ing to see this school being operated on a systematic
plan, and the results, we feel sare, will be 110st
grati{ying. . T

During a recent visit to Shanghai, we were again
encouraged to find over seventy students enrolled
at the China Missions’ Training School. Drother
Swartout and his associates are uandoubtedly labor-
ing to make this school year the hest yet. There is
a good staff of forcign and Chinese teachers, and a
hearty spirit of co-operation exists. [t is true of this
school, also, that its discipline is excellent, and the
spiritual atmosphereis good. The school is working
toward a self-supporting basis and on a new plan, by
which it receives, in advance, the monthly expenses of
the students.

God is blessing our seirools in the North China
Union, and they eannot fail of having a molding in-
flucnee upon our workers, which will mean strengtn
to our union in the future. We regret that it is not
possible to report a similar sehool in the school build-
ing at Hankow, which, for lack of help, still remains
closed. We hope it may soon be filled with those
preparing to carry the message to the 312,000,000
peopie in the North China Union,

Excellent progress is being made in the colporteur
work. The November report from Hupeh shows
$630, Mex., for the work of eight men, an average of
nearly $80.00 a man. The average per day for each
day reporied is about $6.00 worth of business. Goed

reports are coming in from other fields, especially
Szechwan, which provinee has done splendidly dur-
ing the early months of 1917. It is being demon®
strated that what is peeded to do successful work
along this line is not a large number of poorly trained
men, but fewer men wisely chiosen and better trained
for their work. When work is done aleng these lines,
and in harmony with the policy of the publishing
department of the union conference, tiie colporteur
work will soon become the strong factor that it
should be in building up self-support among our

‘native workers.

Perhaps the most encouraging item we have 1o
record along the line of progress in self-support is
the splendid results that have come to us through
the Harvest Ingathering effort. North China pub-
lished the first edition of a Chinese Ingaihering pa-
per. Twenty thousand copies were printed, and the
Lord has given splendid success to our workers who
have gone out in faith with these puapers. Over
$4,600 have already been received through this
meaus. We set as our goul for this year $5,000,
Mexican. We are going to go well over this goal,
and hope 10 reach at least $7,000 this year. Word
has just been received from Brethren Davis and
Conger, who have made a journey to Peking, that in
a short time in that eity they received over $550 for
this fund. Brethren Lillie.and Hall, in Shantung, are
earnestly at work; #nd the last word received from
them was that tliey had received over $300, Méx. It
is needless to speak of what has been done by others:
and which has already been reported in the columns
of the OuTLooK. God is blessing Ilis servants as
they go out with these papers; for this effort is not
only bringing means to a treasury that is sorely in
need of funds, but is bringing new life and power into
the experience of our workers, as they see how worn.
derfully God can work when we give Him opportun-
ity. To Him be all the praise. F. A. Avvom.

e

First Impressions

I7 is said that first impressions are lasting; and
I sincerely trust that this will prove especially true
as regards my first impressions concerning the great
needs of the immense heathen population in these
eastern Jands, as well as of the great need for a daily
personal experience in the saving grace and convert-
ing power of God on the part of all who have been
catled to give the light of life to these benighted
people. :

As I traveled through the territory of the East
Asian Union Conference, I have also been deeply
impressed with the marvelous work Ged has accom-
plished through those who have doune the piencering
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work, and who, with the blessing of God, have had the

privilege of establishing the message in those fields.

Shortly after our arrival in Tokyo, we attended
the annual session of the mission, when the Japanese
Counference was organized. This is an advance step
whieh should prove a great blessing to the eause in
this land, It was interesting as well as enconraging
to notethe practical way in which our Japinese breth-
_ ren related themselves to the mew order of fhings.
This meeting was preceded by one week’s ministerial
institute, during which time Professor Prescoit gave
most valuable help, and the influence of that work
proved a great blessing to the meetings nnmedlateb
following.

After the meeting ia Japan we attended district
meetings in Chosen, held at Keisan, Soonan, and
Seoul. These were ali well attended, and we were
mueh encouraged as we saw cur Korean brethren
gaining a newexperience in the saving grace of God,
and claiming vietory oversin by faith in Jesus. In
Chosen 1 also had the privilege of spending a week
with the brethren in committee work, whieh gave me
the opportunity of obtaining a better knowledge of
the work in that conference, as regards both its prog-
ress and its needs.

Special consideration was given to the work at the
Soonan school. The outlook for the cducational work
in Chosen appears to me to give promise of continued
good success, 1ot only in the scholastxc work, but also
as regards self-support.

In Manchuria, although the work has heeu started
only a short time, as eompared with other parts of
China, good progress is being made ; and we sincercly
trust that as a result of -the earnest labors of onr
brethren in this provinee, it will not be long hefore
the Hast Asian Union will counsist of three fully
organized conferences.
opportunity afforded me by my short visit to Man-
churia, of becoming better acquainted with the work-
ers and work in that field.- It was most eacouraging
to me to note that although the force of workers is
necessarily small, suceessful efforts are being made
50 as to exiend the work. This fleld gives promise of
rapid development, and we sincerely trust that as
calls are made for men and means to meet the imme-
alate needs of the work, there wiil be such a response
as will enable our brethren in Manchuria to take the
fullest advantage of present opportunities for suceess-
ful work. J. M. JoHANsON.

>

“Being perplexed, | say, Lord, make it right;
Night is as day to Thee: darkness as light.
[ am afraid to touch
Things which involve so much;

My nerveless hands may shake;

My faltering hands may break;

Thou cans’t make no mistake.

Lord, make it right.” —Selecled,

I greatly appreciated the.
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Northern Luzon, P. L.

Tae first gencral meeting of the believers in
Northern Luzon was held October 5-12, 1917. We
were glad to have Pastor Finster with us during the
nteetings. Six meetings were held each day besides a
children’s meeting. “The Spirit of the Lord came
near, and as meecting after meeting was held and
day after day wen: by, it was felt by all that the
forces of evil were being overcome. This culminated
in a blessed_experience of victory and the presence of
God’s Spirit on the last Sabbath.

The imissionary investment scrvice held on the
last day of the meeting, was of special inferest.
Some five months before, five pesos had been disbri-
buted among the members of the chureh at Amarao,
as a loan, to be invested, the profit to go to the mis-
sion work. At this service the believers brought
their gifts and increase in money and in produce.
There were bundles of rice, shickens, eggs, vegetables,
pineapples, and other fruit. A number of the chil-
dren of those not of gur faith, brought their gifts of

a few handfulls of rice tied in their handkerchiefs.

In most of the ¢ilts the spirit of sacriSee was marked.
And though the gifts were small, yet [ could not help
but feel that His eyes were upon them, and that e
who took notice of the widow casting her two mites
into the temple treasury, would mark the offerings
brought, and ieave a blessing for the giver.

After the cash had been counted and the produce
valued, the total amounted to P.14.57 (not includ-
ing the original investment). To close the serviee all
drew near and bowed in prayer, giving themselves
anew to Godand His work; thls was the greatest gift

of all.
During the first eleven months of the year, fifty-

three have been baptized, making vur total mem-
bership sixty-four. Seven of those baptized this
year are the first-fruits from among the Tingian
people, one of the mountain tribes of Northern Linzon.
One church has besn organized, and a neat chureh
building, valued at eighty pesos, was ereeted by our
brethren, and dedicated free of debt.

The Sabbath-school offerings for the first three .
quarters was P.60.60. This, with the missionary in-
vestment P.14.57, makes a total of P.75.17 offerings.
The tithe for the first eleven months was P.418.80.
Our colporteurs have sold four thousand, three hun-
dred and sixteen books valued at P.4,678.15.

At present our mission forece consists of one
ordained minisier, L. Z. Roda, two evangelists, one

‘Bible worker, tea colporteurs, and the superintend-

ent and family.
The prospects are bright for a harvest of souls.

May we be led daily to know more of the power and

fellowship of the Master, is our prayer,
Roy E. Hav.
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A Teachers’ Institute in Hankow, China

TaE meeting recently held at Hankow for the
workers of the North China Union was a profitable
meeting, bringing into the lives of the assembled
workers a new experience which can not fail of giving
a new tmpetus to the work in this field.

It was 2 source of great anxiety to the laborers to
see the work in the provinces apparently about to
suffer for lack of leaders. In every province there is
need of more foreign help to marshall the native forces
for aggressive, soul-saving work. The brethren
already in the field are carrying burdens far too heavy
hecause the fieid is too short manned.

While the workers in the field feel that they
miust call earnestly for increased help from the home
lands, they recognize that they must also turn their at-
tention more fully to the truining of the native work-
ers; for these pme
men must carry
thegreat burdens
in the onward
progress of the
message. That
this need was rec-
ognized by those
in charge of the
work in this un-
tonwasevidenced

- inthe progran of
the Hankow
meeting, which
was made up to
accomplish as
much as possible
along this line.
Open meetings
were held for all
workers, where
spiritual, devotional, and educational subjects were
presented, and wherepractical problems were brought
up and studied. Besides these general meetings,
‘he different departments gathered their forces
together for special consideration of matters pertain-
ing to the progress of their various lines of work.

The meetings for the tenchers were attended by the
seventeen church school teachers from the ecentral
part of the union. (A picture of the group accom-
panies this artiele.) At these meetings for the
teachers practical subjects were presented, and an

effort was made to have the teachers recognize the

sacredness of their calling, and the need of careful
study and preparation in order to become really
efficient. As some teachers are ill-equipped bhecause
of lack of training, the fundamental principles of a
Christian edueation were emphasized.

A demonstration in teaching methods was given-
by Sister G B. Kuhn, which was well received. There
is a real desire on the part of the teachers to improve
and to secure the help that the foreigner can give.
They ask that the foreign teacher come right into the
school room and show them how to put these ideas
into operation. We believe this is what is needed.
Theory and demoustration must go togcther in order
for permanentgood tobe accomplished. We trust that
plans may soon be laid to give this individual help.

Brother A.G. Conger, Educational and Y.P.M.V.
secretary for the union, is entering upon his work
with real interest; but, being principal of the Yen-
cheng school, will find it difficult to give tite personal
help that he should like. We shall hope aud pray
that more help may soon be at hand, making possible
a more personal supervision, not only to the thirty-

-

A Group of Church School Teachers in the North China Union

five church schools in this union, but to the other

.great interests tuat must advance but slowly, because

of lack of workers.

The prospects for the school work in China are
very encouraging. Weare left free to pul in opera-
tion the principles of Christian education, and with
God’s help we can make our schools here in deed and
in truth Christian schools, places where angels will
desire to iinger and to minister. Bufin order to ac-
complish this we must get the right conception of
God’s plan for our school work; we must receive the
Spirit of God in our hearts; we must live and walk
with him day by day. May He help us to make the
advances now that need to be made, that the work
may not sutfer loss, but that these blood-bonght chil-
dren and youth may “be all taught of God.”’

S. L. Frost.
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Tae amount of book sales'in the Hunan Province
for the'month of December amounted to over $700,
Mexican.

NEARLY all the members of the Asiatic Division
Confeience Exccutive Committee are now in atten-
dance at a council meeting which opened January
31, and which will continue until about the niddle

- of February. The needs of the entire ticld are being
surveyed, and plaus laid for the prosecution of our
work with renewed zeai along 'he liues that experience
has proved to be the most successful

‘WE are favored with the presence in our Division
Comuittee couneils of Professor W. W. Prescott, of
Washington, D. C., and of Brother J. J. [reland of
the same place. Brother [ieland is presenfing some
of the principles underlying mission firance. Two
Bible studies are given cach week-day hy Brother
Preseott. The'evening Bible studies are based on the
Episile 1o the Hebrews, "with particular reference
to the econtinual mcdiation o! the Son of God both
in nature and in grace. In lands of heathen dark-
ness there is special need of a clear revel:.tion of the
l.ord of life aud light and glory, even Jesus the
won of God, as our Creator and Redeemer.

PasTor W. W. FLETCHER, president of the India
Union Mission, brings word of the unity of spirit
and aim that characterizedthe recent commitiee coun-
cils at Liucknow, the beadguarters oi our. work in
that part of the Division field. During 1917 a goodly
number have been added to the faith, and workers
have been diligent in service. Our constituency in
India, although comiparatively small, contributed
about Rs. 64,000 (upwards of $20,000, gold} during
1917 for the support of certain lines of the work in
that tield, for which no funds have been asked from
the Mission Board. Calls are being made for the
sending out, during 1919, of twenty new families,
all but two of whom are fo envage In vernacular
work among India’s millions. It is proposad that

these recruits unite with the present laboring forces
in the Bengal, Bombay, Burma, North India, and

South India ‘mission fieids.

BrorHER R. T. Sistey, for many years a self-
supporting lay- worker in'the Austra’asian Union and
in Java,-is spending a month with friends in

purpose of attending the conference.

- famm’ly of -Shandung.

" to spare even this numnber,

Shanghai. Brother Sisley i en route to the United
States for a few months of rest and change. He
hopes to be in attendance at the General Conference
session. During his sojourn in the East, his health
has been uniformly good, and although he iz round-
ing out his seventieth year of life, his zeal is unab:ited,
and he plans to return svon to his chosen field of
labor, where so meny precious souls are awaiting
the wo-ds of life and salvation. --

o e e b

Friznps at Division headquarters are glad fo
greet once more Pastor and Mrs. F. H. DeViuney,
who have been spending many montls in the India
Union and in Malaysia. Despite their sojourn in
trying climates and the hardships incident to travel,
their health has been preserved. The good hand of
God has been upon the general laborers all through
thefieldsduringthe past year. PastorsF. A. Detamore
and J. W. Rowland, president and vice-president
of the Malaysian Union, testify of the good health of
the workers in the East Indies. Surely the mercies
of our God are especially manifest in behalf of those
wbo are dedic.ting their lives to tae proclamalion
of the gospel message. To Him be all the praise.

As the time for holding the next General Confer-
ence session draws near, representatives frow the Far
Bastern field are beginning to leave for the States—
some on regular furlough, and some for the special
Pastor B. P.
Hoffman, president of the Japan Conference, is al-
ready on the way. e plans to return within a very
few months, »n time to be present at theearly fallmeet-
ings in the Kast Asian Union. Itishoped that Sister
Heffman, who is at present under the care of plhysi-
cizns in the States, will by that time be able to return
with him, with heslth and strewgth renewed for con-
tinued service. ,

" Furloughs have recently been granted to Pastor
B. L. Auderson and wife, of the South China Union,
Pastor J. M. Comer and family and Pastor W. R.
French and family, of the India Union, Brother
0. J. Gibscn and family, of Fonan, Sister, Helen
May Scolt, of Chosen, and Pastor C. P. Lillie and
It is probuble that these
workers will be present at the coming General Con-
ference session. Brother and Sister B.A Mecker, who
arereturning because of ill health, will also bepresent.

Recanse of the pressing demands for continuous
field service on the part of those bearing heavy admin-
istrative burdens throughout the Asiatic wsivision
field, ibe Executive Comuittee has thought best to
advise a very smail delegation to represent the inter-
ests of the Division at the coming Gereral Conference.
Under ordinary circumstanees provision wouid be
made for adequate representation from every union
field. The present scarcity of workers, however,
makes this impossible; and so only a few have heen
spared for the few wecks necessary to make a quick
trip to the Conference and return.. Among theseare:
Pastors J. E. Fulton, J. S, James, C. H. Watvon,
W. W. Fletcher, and C. E. Weuks., It is difficult
These brethrven will be
returning within a very few weeks foliowing the ejose
of the Conference, for service at the summer and fall
meetings. ' €. C. CrisLER.
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