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THE Sunday-law workers are quite accommodating. If in any of their conventions
there are not enough of those who openly
favor religious legislation to carry their
plans and resolutions on a religious basis,
they will very obligingly declare the whole
thing to be civil only and secure the indorsement upon that basis. Very accommodating indeed they are; but calling a
religious or ecclesiastical thing "civil " does
not make it any the less religious. Sunday
legislation is religious legislation under
whatever name it may be proposed. And
religious legislation is forbidden by the
Word of God.

••

WITH the view of raising the "standard
of morality of both sexes, and stimulating
the fervor of their religious belief," the
young emperor of Germany has, it is
stated, issued an edict intended to put
down dancing among the youth. Under
the now order dancing is not to begin until
after noon, is not to be kept up after 8 in
the evening, and none except school children are to be allowed to join in the giddy.
round.or the solemn square. Young people
who are being prepared for confirmation
are absolutely forbidden to appear at
dances or to dance; and all parents and
guardians of the young are called upon to
use every means in their power to keep
their children or pupils from dancing, and
they 'are advised to substitute games for
the popular ferra of recreation. Bismarck,
it is said, opposed the ukase, saying :—
"That p'oli'cy will be sure to Make the young
people dance aft the harder. Who knows but it may
come to pass that dances will be held in secret, like
politioal, agitatory exercises, and that the devotees
of Terpsichore will have their heads turned with
seditious"politics as well"as with the comparatively
harmless dizziness of the waltz ?"

Germany, it might be well to remember,
is a church and State country. Religion
is taught in the public schools, and in
various ways God is recognized as the
source of all power; yet with the single
exception of France, no so-called Christian
country equals it in infidelity. It requires
something more than imperial edicts, legislative action, and official red-tape to make
Christians. We do think that professed
Christians should not desire to dance; but
if they do, no amount of governmental
interference will make the matter one whit
better. There is no merit in not doing a
thing when there is no opportunity to do
it. Hot-house Christians have never been
a success.
The New Blair Sunday Bill.
DECEMBER 9, 1889, Senator Blair of New
Hampshire, re-introduced his bill for a national Sunday law..
The first thing to be noticed about this
bill is the title and the important modification of it as compared with the title of the
original bill introduced in the Fiftieth
Congress, and as compared with the title
proposed by the American Sabbath Union
a year ago last December. The title in the
original bill read :—

" A bill to secure to the people the enjoyment of
the first day of the week, commonly known as the
Lord's day, as a day of rest, and to promote its observance as a day of religious worship."
This title threw the bill so open to criticism on account of its religious aspect that
the American Sabbath Union asked that
it should be made to read as follows :—
" A bill to secure to the people the enjoyment of
the Lord's day, commonly known as Sunday, as a
day of rest, and to protect its observance as a day of
religious worship."

This however was pronounced by Senator Blair as stronger and more interfering
than the other.
By the experience of the past summer,
the advocates of the Sunday law have
themselves learned that this has a stronger
religious cast than can well be defended in
legislation, and therefore, the title of the
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bill as now introduced, is stripped of its
religious cast and is made to read simply
thus :—
" A bill to secure to the people the privileges of
rest and of religious worship, free from disturbance
by others, on the first day of the week."

If this title described the real object of
the bill it would be a very innocent measure, provided it were true that the people
have not already secured to them the
privileges of rest and religious worship
free from the disturbance of others, not
only on the first day of the week, but at
all other times. It is a fact, however, that
there are no people in all this land who
have not the privileges of rest and religious
worship free from disturbance by anybody
on the first day of the week, and all other
days and nights of the week. The workers
for Sunday law know this full well. The
field secretary of the American Sabbath
Union made a tour of all the States and
Territories the past summer in the interests of Sunday laws. In Portland, Or.,
and in San Francisco, he complained especially of the loose way in which Sunday
was observed. The writer of this article
was present at the field secretary's Sunday
meeting in Portland and twice in San Francisco, and Mr. Crafts knows that the worship of the congregations to which he
preached in those cities, and to whom he
complained of the sorry manner of Sunday
observance in those cities—were not disturbed in the slightest degree, nor was
there any disposition on the part of anybody to disturb them. This he knows as
well as we know it, and this they all
know.
This being the title of the bill let us inquire how the object of the bill, as declared
in the title, is proposed to be accomplished.
Section 1 reads as follows :—
" Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That no person or corporation,
or agent, servant, or employee of any person or
corporation, or in the service of the United States
in time of peace, except in the necessary enforcement of the laws, shall perform, or authorize to be
performed, any secular work, labor, or business to
the disturbance of others, works of necessity and
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mercy and humanity excepted; nor shall any person
engage in any play, game, or amusement, or recreation to the disturbance of others on the first day of
the week, commonly known as Sunday, or during
any part thereof, in any Territory, district, vessel,
or place subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the
United States ; nor shall it be lawful for any person
or corporation to receive pay for labor or service
performed or rendered in violation of this section."

That declares that no person within the
jurisdiction of the United States, shall perform or authorize to be performed, any secular work, labor or business to the disturbance of others upon the first day of the
week. Now secular means, " pertaining to
this present world, or to things not spiritual or holy ; relating to things not immediately or primarily respecting the soul but
the body; worldly." Therefore this bill
proposes to prohibit all persons within the
jurisdiction of the United States from performing or authorizing to be performed
on Sunday any work, labor, or business
pertaining to this" present world or to
things not spiritual or holy. It proposes
to prohibit them from performing any
work, labor, or business relating immediately or primarily to the body, (works
of necessity, mercy, and humanity excepted) ; to prohibit them from doing anything worldly,- that is, pertaining to this
world or' to this life. - Consequently, the
only kind of works that can properly
be done on Sunday under that bill are
works that pertain to another world,
works that pertain to things spiritual or
holy, works respecting the soul, and the
life to come.
Now we should like for some of these
Sunday-law folks to tell us how the Congress of the United States is going to
find out, so as authoritatively to state,
what work, labor, or business it is that
properly pertains to another world, on
Sunday or at any other time. More than
this, we should like for them to tell us
how Congress is to find out whether there
is any other world than this, and especially how it is to find this out and make
it to be so clearly discerned that the recognition of it can be enforced by law upon
all the people ? We should like, also, for
some of these to tell how Congress is
to discover what work it is that properly
pertains to the People's souls on Sunday ;
or indeed, whether the people have any
souls ? How is Congress to know whether
there is a life to come ? And if Congress
shall discover all this to its own satisfaction, then will Congress insure to all the
people a happy issue in that life to come,
upon condition that they will observe the
Sunday laws ?
These are not captious questions, they
are entirely pertinent. For when it is
proposed that this nation by legislative
acts shall commit itself to the guardianship of the affairs of the world to come, of
men's souls, and of another life;' and when
the people are asked to consent to it; it is
strictly proper for the people to. inquire,

How shall the State make that thing a ready to have the government regulate
success ?
their observance of that day ? Are they
The truth is, that the State can never ready to have the State assume the prehave anything to °do with the world to rogative of deciding what is the due obcome or with the question as to whether servance of that day as a day of worship
there is one to come at all. The State can and rest ? This is what they do when they
never have anything to do with men's consent to the enactment of such a law as
souls or with the question as to whether the Blair Sunday Bill is. Every man who
men have any souls. The State can never believes in keeping Sunday, when he conhave anything to do with the life to sents to this bill, resigns his religious libcome or with the question as to whether erty. He resigns his right to worship
there is any life to come. No State will according to the dictates of his own conever reach the world to come nor will science and yields to the government the
any State ever, in the least degree, be right to dictate how he shall observe that
partaker of the life that is to come. The •day as a day of worship. The fact is, that
State is of this world wholly, it has to do in this thing the people who desire to keep
only with the affairs of this world, and Sunday and who believe that it should be
with men as they are in this world. The religiously observed, have more at stake
State has to do only with men's bodies, than any other people, and it is a mystery
and to see that the lives which men lead that they cannot see this. It is a mystery
are civil.
that the leaders in the movement cannot see
Nor do we raise these questions because that they are deliberately robbing themwe doubt that there is another world or that selves of the dearest rights known to man.
there is a life to come. We are fully per- The mystery is solved, however, by the
suaded that there is both another world and fact that the lust for power has blinded
a life to come. But the discerning of this them to the consideration, not only of the
is a matter of faith, and that on the part rights of other people, but of their own
of each individual for himself alone. No- rights. It is in behalf of the rights of
body on this earth can discern or decide those who believe in keeping Sunday and
this for anybody else. We thoroughly of worshiping according to the dictates of
believe that there is both another world their own consciences, no less than in beand a life to come, and anybody in this half of the rights of all other people, that
world has an equal right not to believe it the SENTINEL carries on its uncompromis,
if he chooses so to do. We have the right ing opposition to all manner of governto believe this without the sanction of the mental sanction or . interference in the
government; and any other man has a matter of Sabbath observance.
State regulation of the religious observright not to believe it, and that without
any interference by the government. We * ante or worship, of the day, is the inevitdeny the right of any of the Senators/ or able outcome of the legislation that is
Representatives in Congress to decide any proposed, yet it is not intended by the
of these matters for anybody but himself. managers of this movement that the State
SEC. 2. "That no mails or mail matter shall hereafter shall do this of itself. They intend that
be transported in time of peace over any land postal- the church shall assume the supremacy
route, nor shall any mail `matter be collected, as- and dictate the action and wield the power
sorted, handled, or delivered during any part of the of the State. Thus a union of church and
first day of the week : Provided, That whenever any
State, the rule of the despotic tyranny of
letter shall relate to a work of necessity or mercy,
or shall concern the health, life, or decease of any a heirarchy will be the inevitable outcome
person, and the fact shall be plainly stated upon the of this legislation. It cannot be escaped
face of the envelope containing the same, the Post- when once the legislation is begun.
master-General shall provide for the transportation
of such letter or letters in packages separate from
other mail matter and shall make regulations for
the delivery thereof, the same having been received
at its place of destination before the said first day of
the week, during such limited portion of the day as
shall best suit the public convenience and least interfere with the due observance of the day as one of
worship and rest : And provided further, That when
there shall have been an interruption in the due and
regular transmission of the mails it shall be lawful
to so far examine the same when delivered as to
ascertain if there be such matter therein for lawful
delivery on the first day of the week."

Upon this, under its first proviso, we
would ask : How many letters would be
stopped on Sunday after the thing got into
good working order ? Under this same
proviso there is another clause that is of
more serious moment, especially to those
who observe Sunday. That is the clause
which refers to "the due observt.nce of
the day as one of worship and rest." Are
the people who believe in keeping Sunday

SEC. 3. "That the prosecution of commerce between
the States and with the Indian tribes, the same not
being work of necessity, mercy, or humanity, by the
transportation of persons or property by land or
water in such way as to interfere with or disturb the
people in the enjoyment of the first day of the week,
or any portion thereof, as a day of rest from labor,
the same not being labor of necessity, mercy, or
humanity, or its observance as a day of religious
worship, is hereby prohibited, and any person or
corporation, or the agent, servant, or employee of
any person or corporation who shall willfully violate
this section shall be punished by a fine of not less
than ten nor more than one thbusand dollars, and
no service performed in the prosecution of such prohibited commerce shall be lawful, nor shall any
compensation be recoverable or be paid for the
same."

With such a penalty upon the exercise
of honest occupations and such a premium
upon idleness,- the government ought to be
able soon to create enough evil to ruin itself, which it surely will if the thing shonla
be carried into all the States,
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SEc: 4. "That all military and naval drills,musters,
and parades, not in the time of active service or immediate preparation therefor, of soldiers, sailors,
marines, or cadets of the United States on the first
day of the week, except assemblies for the due and
orderly observance of religipus worship, are hereby
prohibited, nor shall any unnecessary labor be performed or permitted in the military or naval service
of the United States on the first day of the week."

When everything shall have been for-,
bidden the soldiers, sailors, marines and
cadets, as is here proposed, except assemblies for the due and orderly observance
of religious worship, suppose that they do
not want to assemble for the observance of
religious worship, will they then be assembled for that purpose ? And how are they
to know what is the "due" observance of
religious worship in the meaning of the
laW, except they shall be instructed ? Having gone so far in religio-political chicanery after the manner of Constantine, they
might take the next and requisite step also,
according to the example set by him,•and
teach them the, "due" observance of religious worship, as he did,, by having
them to assemble and repeat at a given
signal a prayer also enacted by Congress
and adapted to the governmental authority
of the United States.
SEC. 5. " That it shall be unlawful to pay or to
receive payment or wages in any manner for service
rendered or for labor performed or for the transportation of persons or of property in violation of the
provisions of this act, nor shall any action lie for the
recovery thereof, and when so paid, whether in advance or otherwise, the same may be recovered back
by whoever shall first sue for the same."

This section is identical, word for word,
with the one in the original bill. Whenever anybody receives any pay at any time
for work done on Sunday, the first man
that will sue for the money, is to have it.
It makes no difference who he is or where
he comes from if he finds out that anybody
has received money for work done on Sunday, all he has to do is to enter suit, and
the law says he shall have it.
This section aptly befits the cause to
which this bill is committed. The only
effect the bill as a whole can have upon
those who are not really religious is to
compel them to be idle, and this section
simply proposes to put a further premium
upon idleness by compelling the man who
chooses to work rather than to be idle, to
pay the idler for the exercise of his own
honest industry. The lazy loafer who will
never do anything if he can help it, can
spend his time watching the industrious
citizen, and if he can detect him in committing the heinous crime of performing
any honest work on Sunday, for which he
shalt receive any pay, the loafer can recover from the industrious man a sufficient
amount to support him in his idleness
several days. This is a fine thing indeed,
an excellent provision of law, for the
loafers.
-Government is supposed to be founded
in justice. Courts are supposed to be
courts of justice. But we should like very
much indeed for somebody to show upon

what principle of justice this section is
founded, and by what principle of justice
any court can be guided in enforcing the
provisions of it.
SEC. 6. " That labor or service performed and
rendered on the first day of the week in consequence
of accident, disaster, or unavoidable delays in making the regular connections upon postal-routes and
routes of travel and transportation, the preservation
of perishable and exposed property, and the regular
and necessary transportation and delivery of articles
of food in condition for healthy use, and such transportation for short distances from one State, District, or Territory into another State, District, or
Territory as by local laws shall be declared to be
necessary for the public good shall not be deemed
violations of this act, nor shall the provisions of this
act be construed to prohibit or to sanction labor
on Sunday by individuals who conscientiously believe in and observe any other day than Sunday as
the Sabbath or a day of religious worship, provided such labor be not done to the disturbance of
others."

This section is identical with the same
section in the original bill down to the
directions for the construction of the act.
In the original bill the provisions of the
act were to be so construed as "to secure
to all the people the religious observance
of the Sabbath day." But the bill as now
presented is to be so construed as neither
to prohibit nor to sanction labor on Sunday
by those who conscientiously believe in
and observe any other day than Sunday as
the Sabbath or a day of religious worship.
Thus the government proposes to allow
labor on Sunday by those who observe
another day, yet it carefully refrains from
adding to the permission any such sanction
as would imply that it is right for such people to work on Sunday.
Yet nobody Can be partaker of this permission, unless he conscientiously believes
in, and observes another day than Sunday
as the Sabbath or a day of religious worship.
The conscientious belief in and observance
of a day, therefore, as a day of religious
worship, is required by the government in
those who do not want to keep Sunday;
and as the other sections of the bill require
that Sunday shall be duly observed as a
day of religious worship ; that nothing
shall be done that day except that which
pertains to another world; to that which is
sacred and holy; to the souls of men; and
to the life to come; it is manifest that the
object of the Blair Sunday-Rest Bill is the
enforcement of THE RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE
OF A DAY.
Consideration of the whole bill makes it
plain that the modification of the title, to
which we called attention at the.beginning
of this article, is so utterly disingenuous
as to be fairly open to the direct charge of
' fraud. The object of the bill is not to secure to the people the privilege of rest and
worhip upon the first day of the week. It
is to compel them to rest and to religiously
worship on the first day of the week, or
else on some other day if they do not
choose to do it on Sunday. The modification in the title is simply to disarm suspicion; and the exemption of those who

conscientiously observe another day as a
day of religious worship, is put into the
bill for no other purpose than to checkmate the opposition of the seventh-day
observers. This would be manifest from
the bill itself, even without anything further, but they have not left it td be' gathered from the bill only. Mrs. M. E. Catlin, superintendent of Sabbath Observance
Department of the W. C. T. U. for the
District of Columbia, has distinctly declared it in these words : " I think that we
have taken the wind out of their sails by
giving them an exemption clause." During the past summer Dr. Crafts has denounced the Seventh-day Adventists as
the chiefest opponents of the bill, and
they propose now to check this opposition
by this provision in the new bill. But
from what we know of that people, we
hardly think they can be caught by any
such chaff as that.
Nor is this the only effort that is made
to disarm suspicion and check opposition.
In some places the organizations that are
formed auxiliary to the American Sabbath Union, take the name of " Civil Sunday " associations. And in conventions
where they cannot carry resolutions indorsing the Sabbath as a religious institution, they will modify them so as to
carry them' in favor of Sunday as a civil
institution. By such modifications and
compromises, they hope at last to succeed.
But whatever turn they may take, now or
in the future, will not relieve them from
the just charge of desiring the enactment
of a national law for the enforcement of
the religious observance of a day; because
their real intention has been clearly revealed in the first steps taken ; and whatever
modifications they may afterward adopt,
will not in the least change the original
intention, but only the appearance, and
that simply for policy's sake.
The only safe and consistent position to
occupy in relation to Sunday laws is the
position maintained by the AMERICAN SENTINEL, that of uncompromising opposition
to every form of Sunday law that may be
invented. Such legislation means only
mischief, and let the opposition be carried
on everywhere more vigorously than ever.
A. T. J.
Religion and Law.
[This article from the American Standard,
San Francisco, Cal., is a good illustration of the
beauties of governmental interference in matters of
religion, and religious education.]

WHAT will seem to most people a strikingly unjust decision was recently handed
down by the judge of a New South Wales
court. The case in brief is as follows : A
father, professing the Roman Catholic
faith, dies and leaves the guardianship of
his daughter to his wife, also professing
the Roman Catholic faith. For ten years
the child is taught the faith embraced by
both of its parents. At the end of the ten
years the mother became a member of the
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Church of England, to the tenets of which
she held until her death, which occurred
three years later. During these three
years :the child is a professing member of
the Church of England. Upon the demise
of her natural parent the child is left to
the guardianship of two members of the
mother's church. At this, point the father's relatives step in and demand that
the child—now perhaps fifteen years of
age7---shall be brought up in the faith of
the father. The judge in equity held in
favor of the latter.
In making up, his decision the justice
claimed, unwittingly and unintentionally,
no doubt, that the jurisdiction of an English equity judge extends beyond the
grave, beyond the confines of earth and
to the domain of heaven itself. He asserted, and cited much supporting authority, that religious belief is not the result of conviction, nor developed by the
exercise of the reasoning faculties. It is
simply the practice in maturity of dogmas
instilled in youth. He piled up authority
to prove that this child's natural guardian
and teacher, its mother, had no more im' portance in the eyes of British law than
the wooden Indian in front of a cigar
store. He is, no doubt, a learned judge,
and we all know that learned judges, in
both Great Britain and the United States,
are enabled to find any given quantity of
law in support of whatever opinion they
may advance. But an intelligent, fairminded person will find it difficult to free
himself of the suspicion that this English
judge was influenced by something beside
the law in formulating his opinion."
Some Wholesome Suggestions to
Ministers.
THE drift of the age is in the direction
of " morality " by civil law, and this too
often to the exclusion, or at least to the
neglect of moral suasion. Instead of seeking to instruct people in moral duties, and
thus lead them to practice morality from
conscientious ,motives, even ministers are
too often found appealing to the civil law
to coerce men. This is a grave mistake,
for while men may, and should be required
under civil penalties to lead civil lives, it
is neither proper nor possible to make
them moral except by persuasion. This
was the method adopted by Christ and his
apostles, and it is the one which should be
followed by his ministers. Directly in the
line of that which we have said is the following from the Iowa State Register, of
November 24, 1889, which contains some
wholesome suggestions not only for ministers but to all who, though meaning well,
are committing the grave error of attempting to reform men by making it impossible,
or at least difficult, for them to do wrong.

The Register's article relates particularly
to the temperance questitm, but the principle is the same as applied to other questions, and it is for this reason that we
present it to our readers. The Register
says: —
" We want to say to the preachers of
Iowa at this crisis in public affairs, that
in our judgment they are depending too
much upon the law, and too little upon
moral effort to bring about the condition
of things we all desire. We have read
with interest their letters and the resolutions they have adopted. We sympathize
with them in their, desire to banish the saloon and suppress the evils of intemperance. But we want to remind them that
it takes more than a State statute to keep
men from drinking, and to reform those
who are slaves to the drink habit. The
law is good so far as it goes, birt when a
human appetite and passion is the subject,
it does n't go the whole distance. There
is something for the churches, something
for the preachers, something for every
good man and woman who wants to make
the world better, to db. We notice in
some of the resolutions which have been
adopted at preachers' meetings within the
last few days, a disposition to look still
more to the legislature to suppress or
or stamp out whatever drinking and violation of the prohibitory law still remain.
" We believe that is a mistake. The
law has done, and is doing all that the
law can, to close the saloons, and to keep
men from drinking. Can the preachers
truthfully say that they have done and
are doing all that they can ? We wouldn't
accuse them of willfully neglecting their
duty. But have they as ministers done
the best and the most they could to keep
men sober, to reclaim the drunkard, to
save the boys from learning to love liquor,
since the prohibitory law went into effect ?
" We have been watching the operation
of the prohibitory law ever since it was
enacted. We have been watching also
the general course of the professed temperance workers toward it. We will credit
the ministers with helping to enforce the
law. They have preached enforcement
from the pulpit. They have talked it on
the streets, most of them have voted it at
the polls. But when we have said that,
haven't we said it all ? Haven't we summed
up the aggregate work of the clergy, and
to quite an extent of the temperance
organizations of the State ? Our good
friends, the preachers, have looked to the
law to make and keep men sober, and
have expected that would do the work
which to a greater or less extent must be
done in every community by personal
effort.
" If the closing of the saloons had
stopped drinking, we should have nothing
more to say. But every well-informed
man knows that it has not. It is true,

there is not as much, drinking as there
was when the saloons were open; but there
is far too much now. It is idle to deny
that a great many boys are learning to
drink; that a great ,many men are drinking who would be far better off, and their
fainilies be far happier, if they would let
liquor entirely alone. These are facts and
stubborn ones, too. It will not do to ignore them; for they have a very disagreeable and painful way of forcing attention to themselves. Now what is being
done to teach these boys to leave liquor
alone ? What is being done to show these
men the folly and the harm of their
course ? What is being done to stir up
public sentiment against the use of liquor ? Not one single thing so far as we
know except the single exhortation to enforce the law and keep the saloons closed.
" When was there a temperance meeting held in Des Moines to plead with men
to sign the pledge and leave their drinking ways ? When have our honored clergy
held gospel temperance meetings to bring
all the power of Christian influences to
bear upon the drinking habit ? When did
a blue ribbon club or any other organization start out its members to find the old
soaks and induce them to sign the pledge
and become men again ? Was any such
personal work done in the last year, or
the year before that ? All of these good
people headed by the ministers have been
relying upon the law to do the work which
the law never can do. They have preached
sermons and held public meetings to demand that the law be enforced, but all
this time there were poor fellows sinking
lower and lower, and there were young
men fastening the chains of appetite about
their necks, and hardly a word of public
protest or private entreaty has been heard.
" We do not single out Des Moines as
exceptional in this respect. We do not
believe its honored ministers are any more
deserving of reproach or criticism than
the ministers of other cities. We mention
Des Moines because it is the nearest example of what we have in mind, and because
it has more effectually perhaps than any
other large city in Iowa, closed the open
saloon. In calling attention to this neglect of moral effort, we are not asking
for the return of the saloons, or pronouncing prohibition a failure. But we want
to say that there is too much tendency to
let the law supplant the rightful work of
the pulpit and the church. Our friends,
the, preachers, in some of the resolutions
that have been adopted recently, demand
that the Legislature shall pass additional
laws to enforce prohibition in counties
where it is not now enforced. . . . But
if the brethren will permit the Register
to say it, there would be a good deal
of work for the preachers in the river
counties, even if the next Legislature
should devise some scheme for closing
the saloons. The saloons there are open
because a majority of, the people in those
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counties believe that it is not a crime to
sell liquor and not a sin to drink it,
If every saloon were closed to-morrow,
they would still think the same, and
would seek at onge some way to evade
the law and satisfy their appetites.
" Now if our friends, the preachers, will
allow us, we will tell them a way to close
the saloons in every river county without
any help from the Legislature. . . . Let
them turn a phalanx of their best workers
loose in those counties, and start an oldfashioned temperance revival. Preach
temperance, sing temperance, talk temperance, reach out the hand of kindness
and love to the poor drunkard, teach men
that the saloon is the enemy of their
homes, show them that the path of sobriety is the way to happiness, and just
as quick as a majority of the people have
been , conVerted, the saloons will be closed,
will stay closed. We would recommend
that the district conference that demanded
more legislation stop passing resolutions
and move over into Scott county and go
to work.
" As we believe in short sermons, we
will practice what we preach. But we
would urge upon the ministers of Iowa
that they must not expect the law to make
men good, and pure, and noble. . . . Don't
expect the Legislature to do what a higher
authority than man has laid upon human
hearts and hands to do. We are disposed
to look to the Legislature too much to reform society. As Francis Murphy says,
they have an idea in the East that the
people of Iowa are trying to change the
Lord's prayer so as to make it read, ' Our
Father who art in the Legislature.' That
won't do. Don't leave moral work to be
done by the law. We don't want to see our
ministers acting as searchers and informers. Others can do that. They have a
work which others can't do. It is theirs
to do the work which their great Example
did. He saved men from their sins, but
but not with the sword of Caesar."
.♦ •

No Compromise.

THE Baltimore American thinks that
progress in religious liberty "has been
great during the present century—greater,
perhaps, than in all its predecessors combined; and it has logically followed the
spread of general knowledge." "But,"
remarks that journal, "there must be more
progress—very much more, too—before
men learn to respect those who differ from
them in religious matters, and to refrain
from damnatory criticism."
This point, it intimates, is to be reached
by compromise. But this is a mistake ;
there can be no compromise in religion, as
there can be in politics. Nothing can be
hoped for in the direction of greater religious liberty, or even the preservation of
the degree of religious liberty which now
exists, except as it comes through the recognition of the divinely-established prin-

ciple that in matters of faith men are answerable, not to their fellows, but to God
alone. The true doctrine is that all men,
no matter what their faith, are entitled to
equal rights, both civil and social. The
man who sits in judgment on another in
the matter of his religion, and then attempts to punish him for what he is pleased
to term "heresy," simply usurps a prerogative of God.
The Province of Law.
[ This article which is an abridgement of a sermon
on "The Province of Law in Distinction from that
of Truth" is from a discourse delivered by Rev. Benjamine F. Clark before the Executive and Legislative Department of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, upon the occasion of the meeting of the
Legislature of that State in 1869. It is equally well
adapted to the national Legislature and to questions
now before that body.]

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House
of Representatives : As agents of the public
in this commonwealth, you are called to
fill honorable positions and to perform important work. In the capacity of legislators, it is highly important that you have
clear and correct views respecting the
province of law, that you may avoid the
mistakes of others, and make your own
legislation effective for good.
Among our citizens there are those who
seem to think that most of "the ills that
flesh is heir to" can be removed by legislation. These ask for impracticable laws,
in conflict with well-established principles
in political economy and in human nature.
They demand legislation which will regulate the habits of the people. They demand legislation which shall force others
to adopt their views and practices, and
shall bring them into conformity to their
standard of right. 'By this class of reformers, who are laboring to renovate the world
by legislation, you will be apprOached, as
your predecessors have been, with earnest
petitions to frame their impracticable
views into legal enactments. These impracticable men and women may urge you
to pass laws to effect ends which are not
within the province of legislation.
, In the capacity of legislators, you will
find it profitable to keep this province distinctly in view; bearing in mind that,
while in a despotic government the habits
of the people can be regulated by law,
backed by military force, in a free government, like ours, having a sovereign in each
of its subjects, this cannot be done. A
despot may decide by law, which is the
mere expression of his own will, what his
subjects shall eat, drink and wear, and how
they may talk and act; but such legislation
in, a republic will always prove a failure
and a disaster. Understand, that the law
is good, if men use it lawfully; if they employ it in a sphere to which it is adapted,
and for an end it was designed to accomplish. Guard against the fallacious reasonings of men who demand of law what law,
in its weakness, cannot do.
If asked to remove acknowledged moral
evils and to effect desired moral improve-
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ments by legal enactments, refuse compliance, saying to your petitioners, It
is impossible to legislate men into holiness,
to force them to cultivate the Christian
graces, or even to practice the common
virtues. These ends must be effected, if
at all, by the potent agency of truth kindly
applied to the rational in man. Christ and
his apostles, and their immediate successors
in the Christian Church, never invoked the
aid of law in their reformatory work.
They were content to use the truth in their
endeavors to reform men; but when the
church became corrupt, its members, like
some modern reformers, became self-right_eons, belligerent, cruel, denying the right
to think, much less to speak, in opposition
to their standards.
•The men trained by the great Teacher
were model reformers, and eminently successful in their work. They wrought
wonderful changes in the views and habits
of the people whom they converted to the
belief and practice of Christianity. They
erected the standard of the cross, and made
it attractive. Multitudes of Jews and
Gentiles were effectually drawn to it by
the magnetic power of the truth it contained. In proportion as persons, professedly desiring to improve human society,
have imitated these model reformers, in
spirit and in action, have they been successful.
What is the condition of the temperance reformation in our country to-day ?
Like the Christian Church, when united
to the Roman State, this reformation has
yielded to the embrace of politicians and
been paralyzed; and the demand is felt for
some bold reformer to rescue it from this
polluting embrace, and bring it back into
the field in which it made such great and
glorious conquests, where it may make
others still greater and more glorious.
Temperance societies now, instead of being
institutions for moral reform, are political
organizations; and temperance lectures
and temperance sermons are, in many
stances, mere political harangues, which degrade the pulpit and desecrate the Sabbath.
If asked to enact laws to compel men to
be virtuous, direct your petitioners to the
great Reformer, and bid them imitate him.
Let them be told that the law is good if
men use it lawfully, in its appropriate
province, which is not to reform, but to
protect. Let them be told that legal protection in the use of moral means for
effecting their objects is all the aid which
legislation can properly afford. Let the
history of the Pharisees of the Christian
Church after its adoption by the Roman
Emperor, of Catholic Mary, of Protestant
Elizabeth, and of all other persecutors who
have cruelly compelled persons to adopt
their views and practices, influence you to
resist importunate demands to frame laws
for the regulation of men's habits, remembering that habits have opinions for their
basis, and that opinions cannot be rationally
changed by law and force.
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You may be asked to frame laws to make
men virtuous, which may be successfully
used in connection with the truth, thereby
combining force with persuasiox. Our
subject proclaims against such legislation,
declaring that force and persuasion cannot
be equally yoked together, and that law,
being good only when used lawfully, is out
of its province when forcibly employed to
regulate either the opinions or the habits
of the people. With the Judaizing teachers in mind, you cannot consistently yield
to the demand for such legislation, knowing that, constituted as men are, if they
attempt to use law and force instead of
truth and persuasion in the work of reform,
they will rely upon the former two to the
exclusion of the latter. Force and persuasion nominally combined will generally
constitute simple force in its most objectionable form; therefore legislators should
resist demands for their combination.
Intent upon employing force in the reformatory department, some of your constituents, with more zeal than knowledge,
demand legislation which will afford them
indirect aid in bringing men to the adoption of their views and practices. It is a
principle of law and of morals that men
cannot rightfully do indirectly what they
have not a right to do directly. This kind
of legislation is not only impracticable,
but often exceedingly mischievous. It not
only fails to accomplish its object, but not
unfrequently it increases the evil it was
designed to lessen.
Law has an honorable and useful province, and is efficient for good when used
lawfully, in accomplishing ends for which
it was designed; and efficient for evil when
improperly used to force changes in the
peculiar province of truth. Keep these
two provinces distinctly in view, and let
the view influence your legislative action.
Let professed reformers in our commonwealth understand that, whether in the
capacity of organized churches, or of voluntary societies, formed for specific purposeA, they can only receive from you
protection in their work, while, in imitation of the great Christian Reformer and
those trained by him in person, they may
call upon sinners to repent, and persuade
the vicious to change their habits and
their characters,by proclaiming the terrors
of the law, and describing the excellencies
of virtue.
If you yield to their demand for legal
authority to compel men to adopt their
standard of right and propriety, you will
make them like Saul of Tarsus, self-righteous, belligerent, and cruel, who breathed
out threatenings and slaughter, under such
authority, in the capacity of a persecutor.
Saul of Tarsus undertook to reform people
by force; Paul the apostle persuaded men
to abandon sin and practice the Christian
virtues. Saul of Tarsus was a self-righteous, cruel Pharisee; Paul the apostle was
a bright ornament of the Christian Church.
Saul of Tarsus was a destructionist; 'Paul

the apostle was a true benefactor. If you
would have the reformers in our commonwealth resemble the benefactor and Christian, rather than the destructionist and
Pharisee, withhold from them legislation,
except in the form of protection, bearing
in mind that the law is only good when
used lawfully.
The National Reform Theory Reduced
to Practice.

THE National Reform doctrine as set
forth by Rev. J. M. Foster, a secretary of
the association, is that —
"According to the Scriptures, the State and its
sphere exist for the sake of, and to- serve the interests of, the church." " The true State will have a
wise reference to the church's interests in all its
legislative, executive, and judicial proceedings,"
" The expenses of the church, in carrying on her
public aggressive work, it meets in whole, or in
part out of the public treasury. Thus the church is
protected and exalted by the State."

This being the •National Reform view,
and it must be, for these are Mr. Foster's
own words just as they appeared over his
own name in the Christian Cynosure, it
follows that Trinidad, the " pearl of the
Antilles," is a model National Reform
country. It has no established sect, but
the State provides the whole church,
Protestant and Catholic, " funds out of
the public treasury for carrying on her
public aggressive work." A correspondent of a New York paper writing from
Port-of-Spain,. Trinidad, British West Indies, says
" Last year the government gave the Roman
Catholics $13,550 and the Anglicans $5,815 for the
upkeep of their respective scholastic establishments.
The government also pays for four exhibitions or
scholarships of $750 each per annum, tenable for
three years. And boys from the Roman Catholic
College of the Immaculate Conception are permitted to compete for and obtain these scholarships.
In addition to this, the government contributes
$5,000 a year toward the support of this Catholic
college. We next find that the sum of about $17,500 a year is paid from the public treasury toward
the maintenance of the Church of England in Trinidad, and $30,000 to the Romanists."

The same correspondent continues : —
" And what has been the result of all this pam-"
pering by the government of the religious bodies ?
Has it achieved any good ? I say, ' No,' emphatically. The lower classes are as ruffianly and blackguard a lot as any country was ever afflicted with.
Concubinage is general, and only twenty-six per
cent. of the births are legitimate. Thrift is almost
unknown. Prostitution and vice are rampant, especially among the younger females. Gambling in
its worst form is the order of the day. Burglaries
have been of late very prevalent. And yet there
is not one of these people who is not an adept.
at making the sign of the cross, and who cannot,
read off " Hail Mary's " and " Pater Nosters " by
the ell. The young girls, after making what is
known as their first communion, lapse into dreadful profligacy."

And this is the condition of a country
in which they have that which the National Reformers propose for this land,,
namely, to use their own term, " a union
of religion and the State." But does this
show that Christianity is a failure By
no means, it simply shows that which has

been demonstrated in much the same way
wherever it has been tried, namely, that
Christianity fostered and supported by a
civil government ceases to be Christianity,
and loses its power either to elevate people in the moral scale or to prevent them
from sinking to even greater depths of
vice than that in which it finds them.
Many and dark have been the crimes
committed in the name of liberty, but
they are no more numerous, nor of deeper
dye than are the abominations practiced
in the name of the religion of Him in
whose mouth was found no guile, and in
C. P. B.
whose life there was no sin.
A Baseless Basis.

THE second article of the American Sabbath Union declares that,—
"The basis of this Union is the divine authority
and universal and perpetual obligation of the Sabbath as manifested in the constitution of nature,"
&c.

The Sabbath is not manifested in the
constitution of nature. The statement that
it is so manifested is false, and the members of the American Sabbath Union know
it to be false. Rev. Dr. Herrick Johnson,
of Chicago, is a member of the American
Sabbath Union, and not by any means an
insignificant member. If they have any
such thing as representative members, Dr.
Johnson certainly may be named as one.
In the Congressional Hearing, in behalf of
the national Sunday law, December, 1888,
held by the American Sabbath Union, Dr.
Johnson was one of the speakers, and in
his speech he said :—
" This appointment of one day in seven is arbitrary.
There is nothing in nature to indicate that division
of time. There is the day of twenty-four hours,
there is the month, there is the year, all these are
natural divisions; but there is nothing in nature to
indicate the weekly division—the observance of one
day in seven. It is arbitrary, and we regard that as
an evidence of its divine origin."

These statements of Dr. Johnson are
evidently true upon their face, and they
just as evidently prove that the statement,
as to the basis of the American Sabbath
Union, is false. The divisions of time into
days, months, and years, is natural; there
is that in nature that clearly defines these
divisions. But there is nothing in nature
to mark even the weekly division of time
much less is there anything in nature that
would mark one of the days in the weekly
division as a day to be religiously observed.
The State exists and has its basis only upon
the plane of the, natural. It has to-do with
things only upon the plane of the natural.
The Sabbath is based only in the action of
God and is manifested only in the revealed
will of God. Both of which are pre-eminently supernatural. Therefore, the State
existing only in the plane of the natural,
and having to do only with the natural,
can never of right have anything to do
with the Sabbath, or with the weekly
division of time which is caused by the
Sabbath. That much of the basis of the
American Sabbath Union is a fraud. And
as the Sabbath Union exists for the purpose of securing religious legislation in behalf of the Sabbath, it follows that the
basis of the American Sabbath Union rests
upon nothing more tangible than does the,
"baseless fabric of a dream."

THE ANIERICA_N SENTINEL.
The Logic of It.

IF a man should ask to be admitted into membership in a
Christian church while asserting
his unbelief in Christianity there
is not one of the ministers of the
American Sabbath Union who
would admit him to membership.
If anyone should ask to be baptized while maintaining an attitude of positive unbelief in Jesus
Christ there is not ono of these
ministers who would administer
to him Christian baptism. They
would deny his right to have any
share whatever in it. It is so
also in the matter of the Lord's
supper. It is logically so also in
the matter of the Christian Sabbath. But instead of standing
logically to their proposition,
they inconsistently demand laws
by which men, who glory in infidelity and atheism, and in their
hatred to Christianity, shall be
compelled to observe the Christian Sabbath as a day of rest. In
other words, they demand that
the United States Government
shall enact- laws by which all the
people who are not Christians
and who do not want to be, shall
be compelled to act as though
they were Christians. If it be
the Christian Sabbath, these people have no right to consent that
anybody but Christians shall keep
it; and far less have they any
right to compel people to keep it
who are not Christians.
If the church has the right to
use the power of the Government
to compel men to observe the
Christian Sabbath as a day of
rest, has she not an equal right
to use the same power to compel
the same persons to observe the
same institution as a day of worship? And has she not an equal
right to use the same power to
compel all men to observe Christian baptism, and to belong to
the Christian church ? In short
if she has the right to use the
power, where is the limit to the
exercise of that right, except in
her own arbitrary will? The results here suggested will follow
as surely as the power is obtained. For, although the church
is always illogical and inconsisttent in demanding the use of the
civil power, she is always strictly
logical and consistent in the use
of that power to the utmost limit.
The only safety is in not allowing her the use of the civil power
to the slightest extent.
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voted againsir a Sunday law, and declared
that every one of them " ought to be in
the penitentiary." Mr. Crafts is rather
too prodigal -with his denunciations properly to represent a minister of the gospel
of ChriSt. Christ came not into the world
to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved.

••

LET none be deceived by the plausible
cry of "a civil Sabbath." There is no
such thing as a " civil Sabbath," and nobody wants such a thing. A "civil Sabbath could be nothing else than a weekly
notices
the
reTHE Christian Nation
moval of the AMERICAN SENTINEL to this holiday, when public business would be
city, and remarks that "the firing will now suspended and the people be left free to do
be at closer range." Possible the Nation as they please so long as they are civil,
will now be able to shoot a little closer to just as they are upon any other holiday.
the mark. Hitherto its failures to hit any- But that would be the "Continental Sunthing have been unparalleled by any day" with a vengeance; and that the
journal with which we are acquainted, Sunday-law advocates do not want. "Take
with the possible exception of the Christian' the religion out and you take the rest out,"
says Mr. Crafts, thus showing that, in his
Statesman.
opinion, a Sabbath to be.of any value must
THE ministers of Xenia, Ohio, have is- have a religious basis ; and that is the
sued an address to their people, urging truth. But when that is admitted where
them to cease desecrating "the Sabbath" is the civil Sabbath " ? The fact is, as
by refraining from burying the dead on before stated, that there is, and in the
that day, going to the post-office, reading very nature of the case, can be no such
secular papers, compelling servants to do thing as a civil Sabbath. It is simply chaff
household work, and traveling on Sunday, used to catch sparrows.
especially by railroad. This is all right;
if the ministers of Xenia believe that SunTHE field secretary of the American
day should be so strictly observed it is per- Sabbath Union should take the president
fectly right for them to persuade their of that association aside and instruct 'him
people, or any other people, to keep it; but in regard to the real object which they
there the matter should end; they have no have in view. Mr. Crafts has been
right to coerce people in such matters.
"swinging around the circle" explaining

to the people that the Sunday movement
A READER asks, " Can the Sunday bill
is in the interest of the working men, a
become constitutional without being voted
sort of sanitary measure as it were. But
on by the people ?" There is no way in
Mr. Shepard is continually saying some-,
which the people can ever have an opporthing which, to say the least, excites a
tunity to vote directly either for or against
suspicion that the field secretary has been
the proposed Sunday law. If Congress
keeping something back; in short, that
passes the bill and it is sustained by the
the real object of, the movement is someSupreme Court, it will then be, for all practhing else than that which he has repretical purposes, constitutional. Of course
sented it to be. One of these unfortunate
we do not think that a Sunday law would
'breaks" on Mr. Shepard's part was
be constitutional in the sense of being in
made in the recent meeting of the so-called
harmony with the intent of the framers of
Union in this city, when that gentleman
the Constitution, but it is not at all unoffered some resolutions to the effect that
likely that the courts would sustain such
the day Of the inauguration of the presia law as that proposed by Senator Blair.
dent of the United States should be upon
the
first Wednesday of March, instead of
IN the late convention of the American
upon
the . fourth day of that month. The
Sabbath Union in this city the field secreason
for the change, as set forth in the
retary denounced certain base-ball leagues
resolutions,
is that it would do away with
as "bands of criminals " because they
the
desecration
of Sunday by enabling
play ball on Sunday, and the same conpersons,
east
of
the
Mississippi, and those.
vention asked Congress to pass a " civil
living
even
farther
away, to leave their
Sabbath law." Now if the Sunday laws
homes
on
Monday,
attend
the inauguration
are " civil " statutes and forbid only that
ceremonies,
and
return
home
by Saturday
which is uncivil, then we should like very
of
the
same
week:
This,
says
,the resolumuch for someone to tell what there is in
tions,
would
-prevent
their
"
dishonoring
the playing of base-ball on Sunday that
is so intensely uncivil as to turn all who the Lord's day for the purpose of honoring
play it, into bands of criminals. In Cal- the president of the country."
Now the question naturally arises what
ifornia also last summer the field secrepossible
connection this proposed change
tary denounced as criminals all members'
in
the
day
of the inauguration has with
of thelegislature of that State who had

a movement in the interests of the working
men ? It certainly looks very much as
though Mr. Shepard's object is to honor.
Sunday, and to promote its observance nS
a sacred day. And inasmuch as the American Sabbath Union adopted the resolutions
without a dissenting vote, it would seem
that the Union is in perfect accord with
its president. And thus it appears that
unless Mr. Crafts is mistaken as to his real
motive, he stands alone in his efforts to
preserve the health of that large and
respectable class which he professes to
serve.
THE object of the American Sabbath
Union is declared by article 3 of its constitution to be, " To preserve the Christian
Sabbath as a day of rest and worship."
This object the Union proposes to effect
by legislation. It makes no other effort
than by law to do this. And granting just
here, for the argument's sake, their claim
that they do not propose to compel anybody to worship, they do propose.to compel everybody to rest, on what they
themselves call "the Christian Sabbath."
Now Christian institutions and Christian
ordinances belong only to Christians. The
Christian church is for Christians only;
Christian baptism is for Christians only;
the Lord's supper is for Christians only.
If Sunday be the, Christian Sabbath, it
likewise is for Christians only; and they
not only have no right to compel those who
are not Christians to observe it but those
who are not Christians have no right
voluntarily to observe it.
THE fathers of our Constitution builded
wisely when they inserted the provision
that liberty of conscience must remain inviolate. To maintain that bulwark of liberty there must be a continuous and absolute separation of State and church and
public schools from all religion. To guide
the public-school system to its destiny it is
absolutely essential that religious influence
be far removed from the schools, and that
sectarian doctrines be forever eliminated.
The blending of popular education with
religion has been fully illustrated by the
present condition of Germany, where the
fatal effects are now shown. Atheism and
infidelity exist there to a larger extent than
in any other civilized country.—'Merced
(Cal.) Express.
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