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ties, and a membership of 2,750,000. About 
four-fifths of this membership is represented 
in the United States. 

The young people of this organization be-
long to the flower of American youth. They 
are the young men and young women of intel-
lect and influence, of enterprise and resource. 
They are devoted to their cause; they are 
full of zeal for " Christ and the church." 

The National Christian Endeavor Convention, Washington, D. C.—View in Tent "Endeavor." 

g(W. A lill.PORT of this convention, by the 
president of the Inteinational Religious Lib-
erty Association, Mr. Allen Moon, who was 
in attendance throughout the session, is given 
on page 228. 

The past few years have witnessed the rise 
and unexampled growth of a great religioUs 
organization,—the Young People's Society of 
Christian Endeavor. To-day this organiza-
tion presents to the world 46,125 local socie- 

Their number is not the measure of their 
power. 

These facts together do not constitute the 
cloud which we view with apprehension. Re-
ligious power and. zeal are not in themselves 

"IF ANY MAN HEAR MY WORDS, AND BELIEVE NOT, / JUDGE HIM NOT:• FOR I CAME NOT TO JUDGE THE WORLD, BUT TO SAYE THE WORLD.' 
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A CLOUD, larger than a man's hand, has ap-
peared upon the national horizon. It is ris-
ing from a quarter which history tells us may 
well be looked to with apprehension,—that of 
religious zeal. It was not called up in answer 

 	to the prayers of an Elijah. 
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a menace to national prosperity; but they 
become such when directed in wrong chan-
nels. It is from this fact that an ominous 
cloud has developed out of the Endeavor 
movement. The organization is being led 
into a path which leads to no Christian goal. 
What that path is the action of the convention 
reveals. 

Our illustration presents a view of the in-
terior of " Tent Endeavor." This was one 
of three mammoth pavilions which were 
filled in like manner while the various themes 
under consideration were presented. The 
attendance from the Endeavor ranks is stated 
as in excess of 30,000, and represented nearly 
every country on the globe. 

The Endeavor organization stands com-
mitted to the use of political methods for the 
attainment of its " Christian" aims. The 
adoption of this policy marks the point of its 
departure from the pathway of Christian 
usefulness. Among the chief " planks " of 
the Endeavor platform, as defined by Presi-
dent Clark in his annual address, was " Our 
Christian citizenship plank; our country for 
Christ; but as a society, no entangling polit-
ical alliances." It is in an utterly misleading 
conception of " Christian citizenship," enter-
tained by these young people, that the threat-
ening danger lies. 

They have determined upon securing this 
country for Christ not only by means of the 
winning influence of precept and example, 
but also by the immense power of compulsion 
which they can exercise through political 
methods, at the polls, and in the halls of 
legislation. 

They have before them the view that this 
country is to be made Christian in all the 
aspects of its social and governmental life; 
that this change is to be brought about 
through the exercise of powers and the use 
of methods common to the conducting of 
any worthy human enterprise; that thus evil 
is to be driven out, righteousness established, 
and the kingdom of God set up. Stupendous 
error! Across the perspective of this view, 
the plain declarations of the Almighty inter-
pose a barrier as high as the very heavens. 

There is nothing more plainly stated in 
God's Word than that this present world is 
"reserved unto fire against the day of wrath 
and perdition of ungodly men." 2 Pet. 3: 7. 
It is not to become the abode of righteousness 
except through the most fearful process of 
purification from sin and sinners, by the 
seven last plagues (Rev. 16), the second 
coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven to 
gather-his saints and execute vengeance upon 
the wicked (Rev. 17:11-21), and finally the 
melting of the very earth itself in the fires of 
the day of God (2 Pet.3: 10-12). We are told 
that in the last days iniquity of every kind 
will abound in the church itself,—among 
those " having a form of godliness." 2 Tim. 
3: 1-5. We are told that the setting up of 
the kingdom of God as a visible kingdom on 
the earth, is to be " without hands," and that 
it is to be set up by the breaking in pieces of 
all earthly kingdoms, which are to be swept 
away like chaff before it. Dan. 2:34, 35, 44, 
45. 	See also Ps. 2: 9. This is nothing else 
than the destruction which comes in the great 
day of God, as set forth in the texts above 
cited. And to these scores of other texts 
might be added. In short, the whole testi-
mony of God's Word concerning the establish-
ment of righteousness and his kingdom in the 
earth, utterly forbids this line of thought and 
work upon which the Endeavor forces are 
now proceeding. 

To blend that which is heavenly with the 
earthly, has been the dream of the ages. Men 
have attempted this because they were un- 

willing to give up the earthly. They were 
willing to receive divine power and to embark 
both fortune and life in divine enterprises, if 
only they might use that power and conduct 
those enterprises according to their own ideas. 
But to give these up for the ideas and methods 
of God's choosing,—there is the test. It was 
much easier for the disciples to leave all and 
follow Christ, than to give up their cherished 
ideas which were directly contrary to what 
lie spoke concerning his mission and king-
dom. 

The earthly and the divine will not blend 
together; yet to-day, as of old, the impossible 
is still being essayed in the attempt to join 
the two for the working out of purposes per-
taining to the kingdom of God. There was 
a time when men thought that the earth and 
sky met,—that somewhere, on the far-distant 
horizon, terrestial and celestial things touched 
each other. To-day it is belived just as firmly 
that somewhere and somehow the plane of 
things earthly comes into touch with the 
encircling sphere of things heavenly,—the 
affairs of civil government meet and blend 
harmoniously with the purposes of the gospel 
of God. They do not meet where we now 
stand,—that is evident; but many good people 
seem to see a blending line on the hori- 
zon of the near future. The Endeavor society 
have set out to reach that place. Alas! to 
what lengths will they go, and where will 
they lead the country, in the attempt ? 

The earth and heavens do not meet. They 
are everywhere an infinite distance apart. 
Only the ladder of Jacob's dream—the Lord 
Jesus Christ—connects the one with the other. 

The Endeavorers have joined with the move-
ment represented by the " National Reform" 
party, which aims to legislate this nation 
into righteousness. At the " Sabbath obser-
vance" meeting held Sunday, the 12th inst., 
the speakers advocated the stopping of Sunday 
trains, Sunday mails, Sunday excursions, 
etc., basing such action upon the language 
of the fourth commandment, which enjoins 
the observance of the seventh day, and no 
other! In their enthusiasm for that which 
promises speedy and glorious triumphs of 
Christianity, they have become strangely blind 
to most prominent Scriptural truths point-
ing away from their chosen path. They have 
even set their hand to the enforcement of a 
law of the most high God! As well might 
men undertake to enforce the law of gravita-
tion. We may live in harmony with God's 
laws, and persuade others to do so•

' 
 but to 

enforce them is the province of the Eternal 
One alone. 

When human force enters the spiritual 
realm—for the law of God is spiritual—it can 
produce only evil results. " Whatsoever is 
not of faith is sin." Rom. 14:23. Men may 
be forced to observe the sabbath, but it is 
then not of faith, and therefore is actual sin. 
It is mocking God with an empty form. 
How careful ought man to be not to force his 
fellowman in religious observances! 

A far easier task to which the Endeavorers 
have also set their hand, is that of changing 
the fundamental law of this Republic. They 
are joining hands with the " Christian 
amendment" party, to secure an alteration of 
the preamble to the National Constitution, 
which will make it proclaim as the voice of 
the American people, that the revealed will 
of Jesus Christ is of supreme authority in 
civil affairs. This change, when it is secured, 
will mean the exclusion from " we, the 
people,"—in other words, the disfranchise-
ment—of all citizens who cannot conscien-
tiously indorse such a statement. It will 
mean the exclusion of multitudes of conscien-
tious citizens from participation in the gov- 

ernment, and the retention of every person 
who has not conscience enough to care whether 
his profession is sincere or not. And this, it 
is expected, will purify the fountain of gov-
ernment and make this a Christian nation! 

We have no word of condemnation for the 
Endeavor movement, as represented by its 
earnest work in very many departments of 
truly Christian activity. Pure motives, high 
aims, Christian integrity, enthusiasm, devo- 
tion, are features which appear upon the face 
of the Endeavor body at their general gath-
erings. All these have they possessed from 
their youth up; yet one thing they lack. 
There may be zeal, devotion, enthusiasm, 
which are not according to knowledge. How 
often has the world witnessed the same, and 
suffered because of it! Error is never so dan-
gerous as when combined with a large amount 
of truth. 

The interests of every American citizen are 
concerned in this Endeavor movement. The 
welfare of the whole country is concerned. 
For, masked beneath its Christian exterior, 
disguised even to the mass of the Endeavorers 
themselves, there moves with it the deadliest 
foe of our civil rights and liberties. In the 
proposed change in the Constitution's pream-
ble, the arm of this foe is seen uplifted to strike 
at the Magna Charta of American freedom. 
In the zealous movement for legislation to com-
pel Sunday observance, its hand is stretched 
forth to seize Upon liberty of conscience. It 
is high time that the American people were 
aroused to the peril of the situation. The 
SENTINEL sounds the alarm. And the voice 
of history utters again the warning words, 
" Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." 

s. 
	'S. 	 

RENDER TO GOD THE THINGS THAT ARE GOD'S. 

FREQUENT appeal is made to the 13th chap-
ter of Romans to sustain the assumption that 
unquestioning obedience to civil rulers is a 
moral duty; but that Scripture teaches us no 
such doctrine. We sometimes hear about 
harmonizing texts of sacred Scripture, but 
the expression should never be used. Where 
there is an apparent conflict man's duty is, 
not to harmonize passages in God's Word, but 
to discover the harmony which already exists. 

The principle so plainly stated in Acts 5: 
29: " We ought to obey God rather than 
men," is nowhere contradicted in the divine 
Word. On the contrary we find it to be the 
rule of action of the servants of God in all 
ages. It was fidelity to this principle that 
brought the three Hebrew worthies face to 
face with death in the burning fiery furnace, 
but which also on the same occasion brought 
them face to face with their Lord, whose 
form was " like the Son of God," and who 
gloriously delivered them. It was likewise 
obedience to the same unwritten law, that 
caused Daniel to be cast alive into the 
den of lions, from which he also came forth 
alive, and gloriously vindicated, though he 
had violated a law of the realm and defied the 
authority of his earthly sovereign. 

The key to the 13th of Romans is found in 
the words of our Lord recorded in Matt. 22: 
21: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things 
which are Cmsar's; and unto God the things 
that are God's." The Jews were living under 
Cmsar's government and were therefore in 
duty bound to render to °moor his due; but 
this did not release them from their obligation 
to render to God his due, even if to do so 
would bring them in conflict with Caesar, for 
it has ever been true that man's first and 
highest allegiance is due to his Creator, hence 
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he is to love God with all his heart, with all 
his soul, and with all his mind, more than he 
loves himself even; while he is to love his 
neighbor as himself. Matt. 22:37-39. 

It should never be forgotten that God's 
moral government and proper, legitimate, 
God-ordained civil government, occupy en- 
tirely different spheres, and in their re-
spective spheres a man can be loyal to both. 
No man is better qualified to render honest, 
efficient service to his country than he who 
does it for conscience' sake. 

The whole subject under discussion in the 
13th chapter of Romans is man's duty to his 
fellows. This is evident from verses 8-10: 
" Owe no man any thing, but to love one an-
other: for he that loveth another bath ful- 
filled the law. For this, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou 
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false 
witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there 
be any other commandment, it is briefly com-
prehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. Love worketh 
no ill to his neighbor: therefore love 'is the 
fulfilling of the law." 

This the divine law requires and it is more 
than the civil law can possibly exact. The 
Christian must not—yea he cannot, do wrong, 
but he can suffer and will suffer wrong, and 
that patiently. Said the Saviour: " Ye have 
heard that it hath been said, An eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth: but I say unto 
you,That ye resist not evil: but whosoever 
shal smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the other also. And if any man will sue 
thee at law, and take away thy coat, let him 
have thy cloak also. And whosoever shall 
compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain." 
And again the apostle says: " What glory is 
it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye shall take it patiently? but if, when 
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 
patiently, this is acceptable with God. 	For 
even hereunto were ye called : because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that ye should follow his steps." 1 
Peter 2: 20, 21. Even should the civil law 
strip the Christian of his earthly possessions, 
it would still be his duty to quietly submit, 
trusting his cause to God who judgeth right-
eously, and remembering that " all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God." 	Non-resistance is the rule of the 
Christian's life. 

But while the Christian is to yield to man 
everything, yea and much more than the 
civil law requires, and this for conscience' 
sake, he must not render to Caesar that which 
is God's. The divine mandate is, "Render to 
God the things that are God's. And neither 
the 13th chapter of Romans, nor any other 
Scripture, contradicts this in any degree. The 
whole subject matter of that chapter is con-
cerning the Christian's duty to render to C-
sar (the civil authorities) the things that are 
due to civil authority, and nothing else. 

• 

" WHITHER ARE WE DRIFTING ?" 

Tnis question is propounded and considered 
in a very serious tone by the N. Y. Mail and 
Express, of July 9. It contemplates the sit-
uation as revealed by the action of the Demo-
cratic National convention at Chicago, and 
declares that the strength of the forces which 
that action represents has been underesti-
mated. It concludes that the nation is drift-
ing towards anarchy, and will speedily reach it 
unless the people unite upon' certain lines of 
action which it defines. 

Making due allowance for the influence of  

political partisanship upon newspaper utter-
ances, it is evident that a feeling of real con- 
cern for the safety of the nation is beginning 
to take possession of thoughtful men who 
have the interests of the country at heart. 
Statesmen look out upon the prospect with 
feelings of fear and perplexity. There is a 
war of words about the relative merits of gold 
and silver as currency; but the real contest is 
not between metals, but between men. Nor 
is it so much a contest between political par-
ties, as a contest between those parties, or 
classes, who from time immemorial have 
stood facing each other in hostile attitude,—
namely, the laboring men and the men of 
wealth. 

This is what gives the situation its serious 
aspect. Under the impetus of a great politi-
cal demonstration, the forces have been swung 
into line for a renewal of the old struggle be-
tween wealth and want,—a struggle which it is 
well known will not be confined in its con-
duct to political methods. The workingmen 
feel that they have just grievances which must 
be settled by a readjustment of the relations 
between capital and labor. And whether they 
are right or wrong, wise or foolish, in their 
choice of methods for a solution of the diffi-
culty, without doubt the party of wealth 
are largely responsible for the danger which 
now threatens the nation's prosperity and 
peace. The workingmen have been oppressed, 
and if their proposed methods for relief and 
redress seem to savor of madness, it is only an 
indication of the climax which is being reached 
in the controversy. 

Truthfully has the prophet spoken in the 
words, " Go to now, ye rich men, weep and 
howl for your miseries that shall come upon 
you. Your riches are corrupted, and your 
garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and 
silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall 
be a witness against you, and shall eat your 
flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure 
together for the last days." James 5:1-3. The 
source from which these words come is a source 
of truth to which the statesmen of this day 
would do well to turn for light. 	s. 

THE GOSPEL AND CIVIL LIBERTY. 

THE gospel is not against civil liberty. On 
the contrary it promotes civil liberty, and 
reveals by its light what perfect civil liberty 
is. 

Civil liberty has been often denied in the 
name of Christianity. But this is not an in-
dictment of Christianity any more than is a 
counterfeit dollar an indictment of the money 
system which it is made to represent. For 
the real teachings of Christianity on this as 
on every other point we turn to the words of 
Christ. We find that he said to his disciples: 
" Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles 
exercise dominion over them, and they that 
are great exercise authority upon them. But 
it shall not be so among you : but whosoever 
will be great among you, let him be your 
minister; and whosoever will be chief among 
you, let him be your servant." Matt. 20: 
25-27. 

This is the spirit of Christianity; and though 
the Saviour was not here speaking with ref-
erence to the conduct of civil government, his 
words are a condemnation of that dominion 
of man over his fellows which is so naturally 
sought by those who have been raised to posi-
tions of eminence. The Christian will not 
seek, under any circumstances, to make any 
of his fellows his subjects. He will seek to 
be the servant of his fellowmen, but not their 
master. 

LEO'S REPLY TO GLADSTONE. 

THE Roman pon,oi, heo X111., is again be-
fore Christendom with an encyclical on Chris-
tian unity, which it is understood, is intended 
as a reply to the appeal from Mr. Gladstone on 
that subject. 

In this encyclical the pontiff flatly denies 
not only the validity of Anglican orders, but 
every ground upon which a recognition of the 
same might be sought from him, by declaring 
that Mr. Gladstone and the party for whom 
he speaks, and all others outside the papal 
fold, are schismatics having no connection 
with Christ; and that there can be no Chris-
tian unity without assent to "an authoritative 
magisterium," which, he says, was lodged in 
Peter and transmitted through him to his suc-
cessors, the popes. There must be, he de-
clares, a recognition of papal pi imacy,--of the 
pope's authority as superior to every other man 
or to any council of men. 

In the " light " of this encyclical the papal 
system stands clearly forth as a religious despot-
ism. Its " Christian unity" is the unity of 
submission to man. It is a unity which ex-
cludes reason and liberty. It is the unity of 
mental and spiritual slavery. 

Christianity, on the other hand, means per 
feet liberty. It stands for individualism; it 

And this will be the spirit of that govern-
ment under which the citizen enjoys perfect 
civil liberty. It would be the spirit of this 
Government if it were in fact what it is in 
theory; for it is the theory that in this Re- 
public, public office is a public trust, and that 
those in office, from the President down, are 
the servants of the people and not their rulers. 
We find, as a matter of fact, that the arbi-
trary exercise of power by those in govern- 
mental positions, is almost as common here as 
elsewhere; but in principle this Government 
proceeds upon the Golden Rule,—" Whatso-
ever ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them." Matt. 12:7. In no 
other way could it be, what it is in theory, a 
" government of the people, by the people, 
and for the people." 

God himself, in his government of all his 
creatures, does not exercise arbitrary dominion. 
Whatsoever his creatures have, they possess 
by their own free choice. The very principles 
upon which his government is established 
are principles of their own choosing. The 
very decrees of heaven are their own decrees. 
God might decide the destiny of every case by 
his own omniscience, and pronounce judg-
ment upon every transgressor who rejects his 
mercy; but he will not do so, but on the con-
trary has committed the judgment of wicked 
men and even of angels, to his saints. The 
books of record will be examined,—not by the 
Lord, for he knows all that they contain—but 
by saints and angels, in order that the sen-
tence pronounced in every case may be their 
sentence. 

God will not proceed to the final settle-
ment with sin without the concurrence of 
every righteous being in every step that is 
taken. Thus the very government or heaven 
itself is, in a sense, a government of the peo-
ple, by the people, and for the people. 

Would that this generous spirit might ani-
mate every move in the conduct of civil at-
fairs! Then every one in office would remem-
ber that he is a servant and not a ruler of the 
people, and would strive to do to others that 
which he would wish done to hhnself. We 
should then have a government far better than 
anything which assumes shape in the dreams 
of "national reform." 	 s. 
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means that the individual shall be complete 
in Christ,—that through the Spirit of Christ 
which is to dwell in him and animate him, he 
will enjoy that perfect freedom which means 
the liberty to fulfill every desire, with the ap-
proving judgment of a perfect mind. It 
means independence for each one, yet perfect 
harmony for all, because all are animated by 
that one Spirit which proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. 

Who that loves the freedom which God has 
given to him, as to every man, would wish for 
" unity " by incorporation with a religious 
despotism? Who that values those mental 
powers with which the Creator has endowed 
him, can be willing to surrender to a man the 
right to use them,—in other words, the right 
to think for himself, when the Almighty him-
self demands no such surrender? The fact 
that the Creator has endowed man with reas-
oning faculties, is prima fade evidence that 
it is not in his purpose to forbid the exercise 
of the same in all that which concerns man's 
highest interests. He himself says to man, 
" Come now, and let us reason together." 
Isa. 1:18. He came down and reasoned with 
Job. The Christian faith is not unreason-
able. 

He who surrenders his right to think, sur-
renders his very soul; for without the liberty 
to think and believe God's word for himself, 
no individual can have faith, and without 
faith he cannot be saved. The papacy invites 
all men to be joined to a human god, in the 
bondage of a spiritual slavery which involves 
the surrender of the soul. Christianity, on 
the other hand, invites every man to think, to 
believe, and to come into that Christian unity 
which is the unity of love for God, and for 
our fellowmen. 	 s. 

WHERE " REFORM " SHOULD BEGIN. 

IN a denunciation of the Sunday newspaper, 
by Hon. John Charlton, member of the Ca-
nadian Parliament (published in the Christian 
Work, of June 18, 1896), the following ref-
erence is made to the responsibility of 
church members for the Sunday paper's in-
roads upon the religious interests of the 
day :— 

It is a question of deep importance as to the extent 
of the complicity of professing Christians in this great 
and growing evil. How large a proportion of church 
members in the United States in good and regular 
standing, habitually buy and read Sunday newspapers? 
How large a proportion of them put aside the Bible 
and all religious reading matter in order to wade 
through interminable columns of gossip, slander, de-
scriptions of crimes, sporting news, police court news, 
and the prurient and filthy incidents that are served 
up to meet the demands of prurient and filthy tastes 
on the Lord's day? How large a proportion of the 
professing Christians in the United States gradually 
fall from the standard that the Bible prescribes down 
to the moral standard of the Sunday newspaper, and 
while they have a name to live in the churches, are 
morally and spiritually dead. 

No church member who is a reader of a Sunday 
newspaper is free from the great crime of being a 
supporter and abettor of the most pernicious and un-
christian influence that exists in the United States, 
and sad as the case may seem, it is unquestionably a 
truth that the Sunday newspaper depends for its ex-
istence upon the support of professing Christians. 
If every church member in the United States would 
refuse to buy or read Sunday newspapers; if every 
Christian man in the United States would refuse to 
advertise in the Sunday newspapers, the Sunday 
newspaper evil would speedily die an inglorious 
death. 

Then is it not perfectly evident that the 
reform movement which seeks to eliminate 
" the Sunday newspaper evil " should begin 
with the members of the church? The Hon. 
Mr. Charlton is not the only Sunday advocate 
who has broached this (to the churches) dis- 

agreeable topic. We have been told that but 
for the Sunday patronage of street railways 
by church members, this form of Sunday des-
ecration would soon cease; and the patronage 
by the same class of Sunday-desecrating enter-
prises at camp-meetings and other religious 
gatherings, is a fact which is not infrequently 
brought to public notice. Why then do not 
the churches begin at home the work for re-
form in Sunday observance? 

What kind of Christian reform work can it 
be which instead of seeking to work a change 
of heart, passes by the heart and endeavors to 
eliminate wrong-doing by legislating tempta-
tion out of the world? That is not the means by 
which Christ sought to make men righteous. 
If our "reformers" of to-day would preach re-
form to the Church as much as they do to the 
State, if they would first seek to heal their 
own households before administering their 
medicines to those outside, their course would 
be much more reasonable and commendable 
than it is. 	 s. 

FACTS VS. RIDICULE. 

A GOOD deal of ridicule has,, by the advocates 
of Sunday laws, been heaped upon all consti-
tutional arguments against Sunday legislation; 
but why not answer the constitutional objec-
tions rather than ridicule them, if they can be 
answered? 

It has been said that the various Supreme 
Court decisions touching this question are a 
sufficient answer. But are they? Of course 
such decisions show clearly the strength of re-
ligious sentiment and its influence even upon 
Supreme Courts; but they by no means prove 
that such legislation is constitutional in the 
sense of being in harmony with the purpose 
and intent of the Federal Constitution or of 
the State constitutions containing similar 
guarantees of freedom of conscience. 

To understand the real purpose and intent 
of any constitution, we must, as Chief-Justice 
Waite remarked in 1878, go, not to recent 
decisions, but to the history of the times in 
which it was adopted, and give to the lan-
guage of such constitution the meaning that it 
had at that time. By this rule we shall find 
that the First Amendment to the Federal 
Constitution was designed not only to make 
impossible the setting up of a State Church, 
but to forbid religious legislation, i. e., legis-
lation upon religious questions. 

The term " religion " is not defined in the 
Constitution, but the Virginia Declaration of 
Rights, adopted in 1776, furnishes us a defi-
nition as follows: " Religion, or the duty we 
owe to our Creator, and the manner of dis-
charging it, can be directed only by reason 
and conviction," etc. This, then, is what 
the men who were largely instrumental in se-
curing the adoption of the First Amendment 
to the National COnstitution meant by "relig-
ion," and in the light of this definition that 
amendment would mean just what it was in-
tended to mean, if it read, "Congress shall 
make no law regarding the duty which we 
owe to our Creator, or the manner of dis-
charging it." 

That this is the meaning of the First 
Amendment is evident also from the fact that 
the exact language of the Virginia Bill of 
Rights was used in the form of the amend-
ment proposed by three of the six States which 
proposed an amendment on this subject, 
namely, Virginia, North Carolina, and Rhode 
Island; while New Hampshire used equally 
unmistakable language, namely, " Congress 
shall make no law touching religion, or to in-
fringe the rights of conscience." It was evi-
dently the purpose of the several States to  

utterly prohibit to Congress all legislation 
upon religious questions, and no number of 
decisions, even by the Supreme Court, can 
make it otherwise. This is not so much a 
question of law as of fact, to be tried by the 
jury of the people rather than by the Justices 
of our Supreme Courts. 

That the First Amendment to the Consti-
tution was designed not only to keep Church 
and State separate in the sense of preventing 
an ecclesiastical establishment, but in the 
sense also of separating religion from the 
State—making the Government absolutely 
secular, is evident not only from the facts 
cited, but also from other considerations. In 
fact, this seems to have been the universal 
opinion until in recent years degenerate sons 
of noble fathers have sought to subvert the 
grand charter which those sires gave to their 
posterity. 

In 1797, Washington and his cabinet and 
the United States Senate declared in the Treaty 
with Tripoli: "The Government of the United 
States is not in any sense founded upon the 
Christian religion." It is, perhaps, not saying 
too much to assert that President Washington 
and his advisers were in a position, at least as 
to the point of time, to understand the intent 
of the Constitution very much better than the 
Supreme Court of to-day. They knew what 
it meant, for they helped to make it, and were 
familiar with the reasons for its adoption and 
for the adoption of the First Amendment; 
and it is perfectly evident that they did not 
see in it much that the Supreme Court has 
professed to find there. 

THE GREAT " ENDEAVOR " CONVENTION. 

BY ALLEN MOON. 

THERE is no denying the fact that a great 
deal of enthusiasm is displayed at these con-
ventions, which, with the majority of people, 
would pass for true Christian zeal. Nor can 
the fact be concealed that the Endeavor Soci-
ety consists of the very best element of the 
church of to-day. 

It is evident that many are seeking a higher 
spiritual life and character, and that this great 
movement is the result of the arousing of the 
nobler impulses of the soul by the touch of 
the Spirit of God. 

The Author of our divine religion and the 
Founder of the Church on earth, does not for-
sake his people, although the Church through 
the errors brought into it from the heathen 
world, has lost its power in large measure, 
and is living on traditions rather than the 
living word of God. 

The Young People's Society of Christian 
Endeavor movement in its inception was an 
effort of the soul to break the chains of creed 
and ritual in which it had been bound, and 
soar into the free atmosphere of God's word 
and love. But alas, the work was not thorough, 
and those whose business has ever been to 
make merchandise of the church, seeing in 
the Endeavor movement an element of power, 
were filled with a desire to possess it. 

During the progress of the convention just 
closed, as well as those that have preceded it, 
the leaders of the Church-and-State party of 
this country have seized the reins and at-
tempted to drive the entire procession into 
their own line. But their success has not yet 
been complete, and no doubt they would have 
had less of success if the earnest people of the 
society had fully known the logical result of 
the carrying out of the plans presented to 
them. 

Early in the program for the last conven- 
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tion, provision was made for holding what 
were called Good Citizenship Meetings, and 
the time fixed was Thursday evening, July 9. 
Meetings were held at a number of places in 
addition to the three tents, and were addressed 
by the following speakers: Miss Anna Acker-
man, of Chicago--Subject, " The Christian 
Citizen's Responsibility; " Rev. Franklin 
Hamilton, Newtonville, Mass.—Subject, "The 
New Patriotism;" Rev. D. F. McGill—Sub-
ject, " A Christian Citizenship Platform; " 
S. E. Nicholson, Kokomo, [nd.—Subject, 
" Christian Citizenship in Politics; " Rev. If. 
H. Russell, Columbus, Ohio—Subject, "Chris-
tian Politics and the Saloon;" and many 
others, including Rev. C. H. Mead, of New 
York; Rev. R. S. McArthur, of New York; 
and P. S. Henson, of Chicago. The effort of 
each of the orators was to impress the young 
people with the idea that the numbers of the 
Endeavor Society ought to make politics 
the leading branch of their religious work. 

One speaker counselled that they leave the 
prayer-meeting in the hands of the women 
and children and go to the Primaries, the 
Convention and the Polls, turn the bad poli-
tician out, and put the good citizen in his 
place. Rev. Howard Russell regaled his hear-
ers with a recital of how the power of the 
" Good Citizen's League," a factor of the 
Christian Endeavor, had been exerted in the 
State of Ohio to dethrone certain officials dis-
tasteful to them, and fill the places with those 
in every way satisfactory. He urged the 
members of the society everywhere to go and 
do likewise. The evident purpose of these 
religio-political leaders is to wheel the vast 
body of would-be followers of the meek and 
lowly Jesus into line to work for the political 
elevation of some lovers of worldly honor. 

Another feature of the convention was the 
effort to secure the cooperation of the entire 
body in support of Sunday legislation. The 
Sabbath Observance Committee held meet-
ings in various parts of the city at the head-
quarters of the different State and National 
delegations in the interest of their scheme. 

On Sunday, July 12, a general meeting was 
held at Central Hall in the interest of Sun-
day observance. The meeting was addressed 
by Rev. J. E. Gilbert, of Washington, D. C., 
Mrs. Henry T. McEwin, of New York, Rev. 
J. B. Davidson, of Milwaukee, Wis., Rev. 
Alexander Alison, of New York City, and 
Wilbur F. Crafts, of Washington. 

It may be said to the credit of the Endeav-
orers that comparatively few of the thirty 
thousand in the city gave their endorsement 
to the Sunday-law movement by their pres-
ence. The small attendance of the delegates 
seemed to dampen the ardor of the projectors, 
and they contented themselves with making 
some strong addresses. 

The resolutions and petitions that were ex-
pected were omitted. One of the speakers 
declared that the Jew should be compelled to 
observe the Christian sabbath, according to 
his own law, for he is now the stranger within 
our gates. "The law for the individual 
must be the law for every man." 

Dr. Crafts urged the organization of the 
Endeavorers for local work in enforcing Sun-
day observance, and to secure the closing of 
post-offices on Sunday, by petition to the 
postmaster-general, by boycott, or any other 
means that could be made effectual. The 
tone of the oration from the public desk was 
a clear indication of an overwhelming desire 
to transform this great Christian Endeavor 
Society into a political party. 

Oh, that this mighty host might devote all 
its God-given energy to the proclamation of 
the gospel of the Son of God, and to saving  

men and women from the world and sin to 
become the followers of Him who said, " My 
kingdom is not of this world." 

" CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR," ALIAS DENUNCI-

ATION OF THE U. S. GOVERNMENT. 

No stranger scene, perhaps, was presented 
at the Christian Endeavor convention at 
Washington, than that in tent "Washington," 
on the closing day of the session, when Evan-
gelist B. Fay Mills addressed a vast audience 
on the subject of American responsibility for 
the atrocities in Armenia. The Endeavorers 
had been prepared for the occasion by the 
work of the Armenian Relief Committee, 
which had worked busily from the first to stir 
np the enthusiasm of the delegates. Three 
Armenian missionaries were present, also, two 
of them being ladies just returned from the 
scene of the barbarities. As one of these 
ladies was presented to the audience, her com-
panion missionary wrapped her in the folds 
of the American flag, which incident drew 
repeated cheers from the assembly. Then 
followed the impassioned address of B. Fay 
Mills. We quote from the N. Y. Sun, of 
July 14:— 

" Had our noble President on one of his fishing ex-
cursions," he said, " wandered into the Turkish do-
main, and had so much as a tiny little bullet from a 
Turk's play pistol passed through his sail, Americans 
would have found that it was some of our business to 
interfere in Turkish affairs. [Great applause and 
laughter.] I charge the Government of the United 
States with misrepresentation of the enlightened sen-
timent of the American people in this matter. The 
President of the United States, the Secretary of State, 
and the American Minister, have disregarded our 
broken treaties; they have permitted American lives to 
be endangered; they have permitted American prop-
erty to be destroyed without reparation, and American 
citizens to be imprisoned. 

" Our Government has stirred the passions of the 
American people to anger against England on the 
one-thousandth part of the pretext that would have 
sufficed for a destructive war with Turkey. The ad-
ministration officers have turned a deaf and almost 
scornful ear to the entreaties and representations of 
some of our best citizens, missionaries, churches, and 
moral societies, and I denounce their conduct as un-
patriotic, uncivil, undemocratic, unrepublican, un-
American, unchristian, selfish, weak, wicked, barbaric, 
and criminal in the eyes of the American people and 
of God and all men." 

Of the reception given these utterances 
by the vast audience of Endeavorers, it is 
said:— 

Every word, almost, of these last sentences of Mr. 
Mills was greeted by a loud cheer. Men and women 
on the platform behind him and in the benches before 
him rose and shouted their hearty approval of the 
denunciation of President Cleveland. In the midst 
of the solemn charge of cowardice and disloyalty lev-
elled at the Chief Executive, the Secretary of State, 
and the Turkish Minister, the whole audience arose 
spontaneously, waving flags and banners and crying 
aloud their approval. As Mr. Mills proceeded they 
kept on their feet repeating the cheer of indorsement 
at every adjective. Finally, when his voice and man-
ner indicated that he had reached the end of his pe-
riod, six rousing cheers of approval were given. Dr. 
Wayland Hoyt, who presided, arose in his seat beside 
the speaker and called upon the audience to reaffirm 
the charge. Again came the six cheers, with hearty 
enthusiasm. 

And this is Christian endeavor! 
To denounce a government and hurl at its 

chief executive and his associates in office all 
manner of opproprious epithets for failing to 
make armed intervention in the affairs of an-
other nation to protect American property 
and the lives of the missionaries, is truly an 
eminently Christian(?) proceeding! , 

We read that Jesus Christ rebuked the 
Scribes and Pharisees for their hypocrisy, but 
we find no instance where he denounced any 
government or State official for not being suf-
ficiently belligerent. We find no precept  

coming from his lips which sanctions any such 
thing. The Saviour could read the hearts of 
his hearers, and he could denounce the sin 
which was there without ever in the least ex-
ceeding the bounds of truth and justice; but 
short-sighted, sinful man is ever ready to 
denounce his fellowmen without any exact 
knowledge of either the facts or motives con-
cerned, and without any reference to the effect 
of his denunciations as regards the cause of 
divine truth. "The wrath of man," we read, 
" worketh not the righteousness of God." 
James 1 :20. 

Indeed, there is nothing more clear from 
the testimony of Scripture, than that any de-
nunciation of man by his fellowman is an un-
christian act. The Christian is to denounce 
sin, but not the sinner. And in his denunci-
ation of sin, he must be guided strictly by the 
word of God which points out sin; he must 
not assume to define sin from his own concep-
tions of right. His attitude, as a Christian, 
toward his fellows, without respect of persons, 
must be that of seeking to induce them to be-
come reconciled to God. 

As Jesus Christ came not to save govern-
ments, so neither did he denounce them, nor 
authorize his followers to do so. The denun-
ciatory address of Evangelist Mills at the 
Washington convention was no part of Chris-
tian work. And the demonstration which 
greeted his words in the name of Christian 
endeavor, betokens a misguided zeal which 
augurs ill for the success of Endeavor work, 
from a Christian standpoint. 	 s. 

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR SABBATARIANISM;* A 

PROTEST. 

[The Washington (D. C.) Post, July 13.] 

MANY persons interested in the anti-Sunday 
law movement came together yesterday after-
noon at McCauley's Hall, 209 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Southeast, to hear addresses by men 
prominent among them. F. B. Woodbury 
presided and made the opening address, after 

; the audience had sung "My Country`is of 
Thee." Mr. Woodbury said:— 

" We have gathered here once more to pro-
test against the endeavor of a minority to 
control the majority, to take from them their 
constitutional rights, and enforce Sabbata-
rianism." Mr. Woodbury referred to the 
Christian Endeavor convention, and said that 
one half or more of the young Christian sold-
iers were not Sunday extremists or " God-in-
the-Constitution" people. " We ought to 
rejoice," he said, " in the extremists being 
squelched, even in the great Methodist con- , 
ventions and the Christian Endeavor meet-
ings. More and more men realize that few 
saints are made by and through law. The 
Christian Endeavor movement has come to 
the place where it must choose one of two 
roads—that of endeavoring to compel men by 
law to do the things they choose to believe 
right, or of preaching and praying under 
the same banner. ' We mind our own busi-
ness.' If extremists are not allowed to dic-
tate the policy of the society, it has a grand 
future. We now implore the managers of 
the Christian Endeavor Societies to turn a 
deaf ear to the National Reform Association 
and all the societies of Protestant Jesuits. 
The majority of people will not criticise the 
Christian Endeavor movement if the society 
keep its hands off the liberties of the masses." 

Rev. Allen Moon, of the International Re-
ligious Liberty Association, and a Seventh-day 

* By "Sabbatariamism" is here meant, not regard for the 
Sabbath institution, but the doctrine of Sabbath enforcement 
by human law. 
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Adventist, next addressed the assemblage. 
" As Christians," he said, " my association 

believes in religious liberty for all." He said 
he had been in Toronto, " the Utopia of the 
National Reform Association," where the 
principles of the movement it advocated were 
applied in all their rigidity. Not only were 
the places of amusement and public convey-
ances empty because they were not allowed to 
operate, but the churches were comparatively 
so, and in the homes of the people there was 
general discontent because of the stringent 
laws. The Sunday-law movement was anti-
christian. Human hypocrites, not Christians; 
were made by such movements. Mr. Moon 
said the Catholic Church and the National 
Reform League, which both declared them-
selves in favor of religious liberty, really pro-
posed to do as they pleased and usurp all the 
power they could. 

Gen. William Birney made a brief address 
to the effect that if the Christian Eudeavorers 
proposed to indorse the movement to put God 
in the Constitution they must define what 
God is, and there were many conflicting views 
on that subject among the denominations of 
which the Christian Endeavorers were mem-
bers. If they wished to aid the National 
Reform Association in making the' Bible the 
law of the land, they would do well to bear 
in mind that it would take all the judicial 
wisdom in the land to determine what was 
the law laid down in the Bible, inasmuch as 
there were all sorts to choose from. General 
Birney reviewed the histories of certain coun-
tries which had endeavored to enforce relig-
ious laws, only to result in making the 

' people superstitions, hypocritical, and un-
christian. 

Mr. Maurice Pechin and Mr. D. W. Groh 
also spoke. 

Resolutions were adopted by the meeting pro-
testing against Sabbatarianism, and declaring 
that " democracy—government of the people, 
by the people, and for the people—diametri-
cally conflicts with theocracy—government of, 
by and for self-appointed, spurious agents of 
God; and that theocratic tampering with our 
laws and Constitution, with intent to over-
throw our Republic and supplant it by a the-
ocracy, is a highly treasonable conspiracy, and 
should be dealt with accordingly." 

	ate' 	 

INDICTMENT OF A GREAT " CHRISTIAN 
NATION." 

[The Christian Work, July 9.] 

UNDER the title " Our Responsibilities for 
Turkey: Facts and Memories of Forty years," 
the Duke of Argyle breaks a long silence and 
makes a confession to the world unequaled in 
the annals of public life. Yet the Duke's 
publication, astonishing as it is, is a real 
service to humanity, although a more biting 
indictment against England's foreign policy is 
not to be met with anywhere. What the 
Duke makes clear is that England's shield 
has been thrown over the Turk's butcheries 
from the meanest and most sordid motive 
that can animate the human breast, a desire 
for the money profit of the Turk's trade. 
This motive is frankly confessed by the Duke 
now writing, as he says, " as an historian, as 
a witness and to some extent as a penitent." 
It is but justice to the Duke of Argyle to say 
that of late years he has done what 'he could 
to atone for the iniquity of the Crimean War. 
He has done this by condemning both the 
Syrian massacres in 1860 and the Cretan 
massacres in 1867, when the late Lord Derby 
refused to let the captains of her Majesty's 
navy take women and children on board to  

save them from the pursuing Turks, and some 
captains to their honor defied their instruc-
tions, and in having joined Mr. Gladstone's 
earnest but resultless championship of hu-
manity on that occasion; and he exposes the 
pusillanimity and hypocrisy of two successive 
British administrations. Furthermore, Rose-
bery's suppression of the Consular reports, 
his sanction of the Turkish Commission even 
after the Sultan's declaration that its object 
was to inquire "into the crimes of Armenian 
brigands," the transparent pretenses of his 
schemes of reform and his failure in not 
having started by coming to an understand-
ing with Russia after Prince Lobanoff had 
invited cooperation, are all laid bare in their 
nakedness. But it is when we come to Eng-
land's recent course of passivity towards the 
suffering Armenians that the Duke brings up 
the course of the British Government to scorn 
and reprobation. Speaking as if England's 
own hand had drawn the scimitar across a 
hundred thousand human throats, the Duke 
declares that England " must at least give up 
at once and forever, a close personal alliance 
with perhaps the best existing representative 
of the Kingdom of Evil upon earth. We 
must seek every means of hastening its fall, al-
ways with due regard to the avoiding of bloody 
catastrophes, but not always recoiling, as a 
matter of course, from the alternative of war, 
as if it were the worst of all evils—which it 
certainly is not." 

A VOICE FROM TENNESSEE. 

[Nashville (Tenn.) Banner, July 131 

" RELIGIOUS LIBERTY " was the subject of 
Dr. J. B. Hawthorne's sermon at the First 
Baptist Church yesterday morning. He took as 
his text the passage from Matthew which con-
cludes, " Render unto Cmsar the things that 
are Cresar's, and unto God the things that are 
God's." 

The preacher said it was never Christ's 
purpose to have any conflict with civil gov- 
ernment. 	His kingdom was not of this 
world. Jesus did not claim exemption from 
taxation either for himself or his followers. 
He never undertook to force people to adopt 
Christianity, and when Constantine established 
Christianity as the religion of Rome by impe-
rial edict he was more an enemy to the king-
dom of Christ than was Nero, who burned the 
bodies of Christian believers. 

The people of this country believe that it is 
the duty of the State to protect every human 
within its bounds in the exercise of his relig-
ious faith. If they were consistent in their 
principles the nation would be free from the 
discords and religious contentions which now 
disturb its peace. Believing in the absolute 
non-interference of the State in all matters 
pertaining to religious faith and practice, 
there are millions of Americans who yet seek 
the help of the State to propagate their relig-
ious doctrines. 

With this form of introduction Dr. Haw-
thorne stated the following propositions:- 

1. 	There is a great organization in this 
country composed of men professing to be 
Christians and lovers of religious freedom, 
whose purpose is to secure an amendment 
to the Federal Constitution recognizing the 
divinity and Messiahship of Jesus Christ. 
While I would not charge the members of 
this organization with intentional disloyalty 
to Christianity and to our system of gov-
ernment, I will say that their movement is 
radically incompatible with the spirit of 
Christ and with the system of government  

which the fathers of our Republic sought to 
establish. 

2. That secret, oath-bound political organ-
ization known as the American Protective 
Association, in proposing to establish a relig-
ious qualification for citizenship and office, 
is at war with the true doctrine of relig-
ious liberty. I do not regard these disguised 
and dark-lanterned crusaders as willful ene-
mies of the religion of Christ, and willful con-
spirators against individual freedom; but 
as the friends of Christ and the unflinch-
ing advocates of the rights of conscience, 
they want the American people to declare 
all Roman Catholics ineligible to citizenship 
and office. 

3. The appointment of chaplains to Con-
gress, to the Army and Navy, and to State 
legislatures, is a violation of the rights of 
conscience, and indicates very clearly that 
even in this " land of the free and home of 
the brave," religion is not divorced from the 
State. 

4 Conscience is violated, and the principles 
of religious liberty ignored, when our Federal 
Government makes appropriations for de-
nominational schools. 

5. The exemption of houses of religious 
worship, parsonages and the property of de-
nominational schools from taxation, is incom-
patable with true religious liberty. 

To perceive perceive . a clear dividing line between 
the spheres of Christianity and of civil gov-
ernment, it is only necessary to remember that 
the official of civil government necessarily acts 
in a representative capacity, while in the 
sphere'of Christian activity he can have no 
representative capacity whatever. Keeping 
this distinction in mind, it will be clear that 
force, that is, coercion, can have no proper 
place in Christian work. Any religion which 
involves action by any human being • as the 
representative of his fellows, is a false relig-
ion, and naturally has dictation and coercion 
as outgrowing features of it. The one true 
and proper representative of humanity in re-
ligion is the " one Mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus." And it is to 
the Christian a glorious thought that the 
Almighty Father sees him, not in his human 
weakness and unworthiness, but in the person 
of that risen and glorified Man—the Son 
whom he sent to earth—who stands before 
him as our Advocate. 

IN England, on a recent Monday, some 
Cornish fishermen made a raid on the fishing 
boats of some Suffolk men, and threw all 
their fish into the sea, because they had been 
caught on the previous day; and this was but 
the inauguration of a course of molestation 
and intimidation on the part of the Cornish 
men, which shortly necessitated the sending 
of troops, with two gunboats, to protect the 
Suffolk men, the power of the police having 
proved inadequate. The incident illustrates 
the disturbing and lawless nature of zeal for 
compulsory Sunday observance. The Sunday 
statutes of England do not forbid fishermen 
from pursuing their avocation on the first day 
of the week. 

THE "Christian citizenship" idea is spread-
ing over the country with the rapidity of an 
epidemic. As interpreted by the action of 
" Christian citizenship" unions thus far, 
the idea seems to be nearly synonymous 
with zeal for the enforcement of the Sunday-
sabbath. 
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She'lah begat rber. 
19 And unto E'b5r were born two sons : 

the name of the one was 4  Pelf.* ; because 
in his days the earth was divided: and 
his brother's name was Jok'tan. 
20 And Joletan begat_ Al-me'ditd,  

She'bal, and Zib'e-on, and A'nah, and 
DI'shon, and E'zar, and DI'shan. 
39 And the sons of Lti'tan ; Ile'ri, and 

7 11o' mam: and Tim'na, was 1.5.1,tan' s sister. 
40 The sons of ShO'bal ; A-lian, and 

Miln'a-hath, and E'bal, 9  She'phi, and 
O'nam. And the sons of Zlb'e-on ; A-I'-
ah, and A'nah. _ 
41 The sons of A'nah; Drshon. „,And 

the sons of Di'shon ; IcAm'ram, and Esh'-
ban, and Ith'ran,and Che'ran. 
42 The sons of E'zer ; Bi1'han, and za:- 

van, and 11  Ja Ian.. The sons of Di'shan; 
Uz, and A'ran. 
43 I Now theso are the Ski/1gs that 

reigned in the land of E'dom before (My 
king reigned over the children of Is'ra-el ; 
Bela the son of Be'or : and the name of 
his city was DIn'ha-bah, 
44 And when Be ht was dead, JO'bilb the 

son of Ze'rah of Boz'rah reigned in his 
stead. 
45 And when Raab was dead, Hil'sham 

of the land of the Te'man-Ites reigned in 
his stead. 
46 And when Hu'sham was dead, lia'dtid 

stthe son of Be'dad, which smote Midi-an 
in the field of MO'ab, reigned in his stead: 
and the name of his city was A'vith. 
47 And when Ha'dad was dead, Stimlah. 

of Mas're-kah reigned in his stead. 
48 And vwhen Samdahwasdead,Sha'ul of 

R6-ho'bothbytheriver reigned in his stead. 
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ANY one receiving the AMERICAN SENTINEL without 
having ordered it may know that it is sent to him by some 
friend. Therefore, those who have not ordered the SENTINEL 
need have no fears that they will be asked to pay for it. 

No combination of civil force with religion, 
—let this be the motto of every liberty-loving 
American. 

THERE is no theme more important, and 
scarcely any more prominent, before the 
American public than that of " Christian cit-
izenship." The SENTINEL will thoroughly 
discuss this subject in coming numbers. 

IT seems to be thought nowadays, even by 
religious people, that there is not power 
enough in the simple word of God to accom-
plish any great reform. But the truth is that 
there is no power outside of that word to ac-
complish any genuine reform from evil to 
righteousness. 

IN the time of the Ceesars, Jesus said, " If 
my kingdom were of this world, then would 
my servants fight." John 18:36. In this 
day of republics, he would say, If my king-
doms were of this world, then would my 
servants vote,—for the same object, of course; 
namely, his enthronement as this world's 
king. 

CHRISTIAN reform always attacks evil in 
the individual heart,—at its very citadel. 
But there is a spurious sort of " Christian 
reform" which does its work outside the 
heart, by legislation and other human means 
which cannot affect the heart. The avenue 
of true Christian reform is faith; its weapon 
is the word of the living God. 

THE Christian Endeavor Society announces 
that it will engage in politics, but will avoid 
any " entangling political alliances." We 
can assure the society that when it steps into 
the jungle of American politics, it will soon 
find itself in a very " entangling " situation. 
This country is in no more need of a new po-
litical sect than of a new religious sect; and 
especially has it no use whatever for a politico-
religious party. 

THE N. Y. Christian Advocate, of July 16, 
speaking of the increasing tendency to worldly 
practices among the masses on the "sabbath" 
day, well says:— 

How may these tendencies be arrested? Physical 
force will not avail. Arguments drawn from mere 
expediency or physical health or present advantage 
are insufficient. The arm of civil law will utterly 
fail. Truth lodged in the soul—truth moving the 
conscience—will be effectual, and only this. Chris-
tians who have fallen into wrong habits can be recov-
ered only by divinely-wrought convictions in respect 
to sabbath observance. To produce such convictions  

is the important work of the home, the school, and 
the church. 

And yet "the church" of to-day is diligently 
seeking, as if it were her most important 
work, for the help of that very " arm of civil 
law " which " will utterly fail," in pronloting 
"sabbath " observance among the people. 
Does the church expect to secure "divinely-
wrought convictions " on this point by the 
means of civil enactments? 

IF the noble, God-fearing and Christ-loving 
army of young men and young women who rep-
resent "Christian endeavor" in this land, shall 
be fully led aside from the path of Christian 
usefulness upon which they have so enthusi-
astically entered, into the antichristian course 
of favoring and working for religious legisla-
tion, by the designing spirits which are seek-
ing with might and main to influence them 
to this course, it will be the collossal sin of 
the century. 

BALLS AND CHAINS. 

THE following telegram was received just 
before going to press:— 

" Tiptonville, Tenn., July 19, 1896. 
"AMERICAN SENTINEL : Conviction in three 

cases. Penalty $1 and costs, which are heavy. 
Numerous unnecessary witnesses. All jailed. 
County provided balls and chains." 

" C. P. BOLLMAN." 
This announces the result of the trials of 

four Seventh-day Adventists for the crime(?) 
of doing honest labor on the first day of the 
week, which injured no one in person or 
property, and which disturbed no one's public 
or private devotions on that day. Others 
before have been condemned to the chain-
gang, but while they have been compelled to 
march and work with those who were chained, 
they have not been compelled to wear chains 
themselves; but it would appear from the 
above that these honest, harmless, industrious 
Christian men are to actually carry balls and 
chains for the offense of keeping the com-
mandments of God, one of which commands 
men to rest on the seventh day, or Saturday, 
and gives them the privilege to work the other 
six. What next? 

THE Roman pontiff has aroused the resent-
ment of English Protestants, by an attempt 
to defeat the deceased wife's sister bill, which 
is now in the hands of Parliament. The 
English canonical law which forbids a man to 
marry his deceased wife's sister, is an anamoly 
which finds support only among the party 
which cling blindly to the church traditions, 
and as such it not unfittingly finds an ally in 
the pope. 

The latter's position in the controversy was 
disclosed by Lord Dunraven's production of a 
" whip " sent to the Catholic peers, in which 
Cardinal Vaughan declared that he had the 
authority of the pope to call upon all Catho-
lics to oppose the bill. Referring to this, the 
Daily News said : "The impudent attempt of  

an Italian priest to interfere in the decisions 
of the British Parliament has no parallel 
since Pope Pius lX. procured the defeat of 
Mr. Gladstone's Irish University bill, in 
1873." 

The pope seems to find less opposition in 
this country when he dictates the course of 
American Catholics in political affairs. 

A VICTORY! 

THE International Religious Liberty Asso-
ciation won a notable victory for the cause 
of religious liberty at the Christian Endeavor 
convention held at Washington, D. C., last 
week. Previous to the assembling of the con-
vention, an officer of the National Reform 
Association publicly announced that his asso-
ciation would control the convention in the 
interest of "National Reform." The Inter-
national Religious Liberty Association, per-
ceiving that this convention of 60,000 dele-
gates and visitors would furnish an excellent 
opportunity to disseminate the truth regard-
ing the present "good citizenship" move-
ment, and the crusade for national Sunday 
legislation, laid plans to circulate religious 
liberty literature among the assembled thou-
sands. Accordingly, a four-page leaflet, es-
pecially adapted to the occasion, entitled, 
"How Shall We Reform Society," was pre-
pared. The tract, " Congress and Sunday 
Laws," was revised, and nearly 240,000 pages 
of these tracts were circulated at the conven-
tion. The leaders of the convention early 
realized the influence of this literature, and 
dared not introduce their resolutions, fearing 
the result of 'a discussion. And besides all 
this the meeting, engineered by Dr. Crafts, 
which was to have been the climax of the 
convention and a great demonstration for a 
national Sunday law, was attended by only 
1,500 delegates. 

Allen Moon, President of the International 
Religious Liberty Association, had charge of 
the distribution of the literature, and all the 
members of this Association and the friends 
of liberty of conscience should rejoice at this 
victory. Reader, are you a member of this 
Association? Are you aiding it to accomplish 
these victories? If riot, why not? 

THE Pope claims to be the vice-gerent of 
the Son of God,—that is, the earthly repre-
sentative of Christ as moral governor of the 
world. The same claim, whether made for 
the whole world or on a smaller scale, will 
support a papacy anywhere. The Italian pa-
pacy is not the only one in existence. 

AMERICAN SENTINEL. 

Set for the defense of liberty of conscience, and is therefore 
uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending 

toward a union of Church and State, 
either in name or in fact. 

Entered at the New York Post-Office. 

Single copy, per year, - - - $1.00. 
Address, 	AMERICAN SENTINEL, 

39 BOND STREET, NEW YORK. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

