«IF ANY MAN HEAR MY WORDS, AND BELIEVE NOT, I JUDGE HII!I NOT*—Jdesus Christ,

Vor. 12, No. 48.

NEW YORK, DECEMBER 9, 1897.

Single copy 3 cents.

The American Sentinel is published in the interests
of religious liberty—Christian and Constitutional.

&~ Any one receiving the American Sentinel without having ordered it
wmay know that it is sent to him by some friend. Therefore those who have
aot ordered the Sentinel need have no fears that they will be asked to pay
for it.

(Entered at the New York Post-office.)

CONSCIENCE is made to dlrect man, and not man to
direct conscience.

“Ir the Son therefore shall make you iree, ye shall be
free indeed.” You will be free seven days in the week.

P i

WHEN the church allies herself with an earthly power,
sheldemonstrates that as a church she is fatally weak.

»

HeMmaN law cannot be ‘‘based upon” God’s law, un-
less it can be thathuman law rises higher than the divine
law. -

P A

. Tae principalfthing that is learned by the children
from the religion that is taught in the public schools, is
irreverence.

-«

WaEN the church sets out to reform the world, the
usual result is that the world reforms the church. Not
the world, but individuals, are to be reformed.

\

Tr this be a Christian nation, why is not citizenship
in this country synonymous with Christianity? and
why may one not depend upon such eltlzenshlp for sal”
vation?

To say that a thing whieh is proper and right on one
day of the week can be a crime because done on some
other day, is to say that there is no dlstmetlon between
crime and sin.

Human government and divine government are two
vastly different things, both in nature and purpose; and
it is a great mistake to look upon the former as supply-
ing the place, in this world, of the latter.

HuMman government demands the prompt execution of
legal penalties upon the transgressor of the law. God’s
government names death as the penalty for every viola-
tion of law. God’s government provides merey for every
offender; human government demand’s only justice with-
out merey. Without merey for all transgressors, God’s
government would fail; and with mercy for all trans-
gressors, human government would not survive a day.

-4t

The Letter Killeth.

“Tug letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.”
3:6.

This is a plain statement of the inspired Word, and
ought to be believed by every Christian, at least.

And that it is a fact, and one which is capable of
practical illustration in human affairs, ean, we think, be
demonstrated to all candid people, whether Christians or
not.

It is just the danger that we shall have a practical
illustration of it in this government, that now démands
the attention of every American eitizen.

What letter is it that killeth? The verse in which the
words occur says that it is the letter of the New Testa-
ment, and there is also a Spirit; a.nd it is said that the
“Spirit giveth life.”

The apostle in this chapter of his epistle to the Cor-
inthians speaks of the ministration of the letter, and
the ministration of the Spirit, and says (verse 6) that
Christians had not been made ministers of the letter,-but
of the Spirit. : ‘ ‘

In the following verse he speaks of the “ministration
of death”-~the ministration of the letter, which ‘“‘killeth”’ -
—as being that which was ‘“‘written and engraven in

2 Cor.
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stones” in the days of the children of Israel. That was
the law of God—the ten commandments.

In that law there is death, but no life, for the sin-
ner; and this truth embraces every individual on the
earth.

Yet that law is an essential part of God’s govern-
ment. It is the standard of righteousness, and could
not be altered, even to save the life of the Son of God.
For it was the penalty of the violation "of that law which
the Son of God paid in man’s behalf, upon the cross.

The ten commandments are the letter of righteous-
ness; but they only condemn the sinner to death. “It is
the Spirit that quickenéth,”” or giveth life.

Now it is proposed by a very large part of the reli-
gious population of this country, to “put God into the
Constitution,” by inserting in that document—which is
the fundamental law of the land—a clause recognizing
God as the ruler of the nations, and making his Word the
basis of national and State legislation. This change in
the basis of our government has been attempted several
times already, and is about to be attempted again.

This, then, if it succeeds, will be to put into the fun-
damental law of the land the letter of righteousness. But
inseparable from this will be the térribly significant fact,

—“the letter killeth.”

Let us see. The letter of r1ghteousness—»—the deca-
logue—demands the death penalty for every violation of
it. This is the penalty which God himself has fixed, and
it can no more be separated from his law than God him-
gelican be. = '

But this law, with its death penalty, all people, even
the best, are prone to violate. Since this is so, therefore,
how long will it be after the letter of righteousness has
been put into the fundamental law of the land, before
every man, woman, and child in the land will be under
sentence of death?.

God’s government provides a means by which this
death sentence is suspended, and an opportunity given
the transgressor to escape it altogether; but human gov-
ernments cannot proceed upon this basis. Their laws
must be executed; and the only delay that can iutervene
is that necessary to establish the guilt of the violator.
Everybody knows that this is the plan upon which all
human governments are, and must be, conducted.

What, then, do these religious people want by their
scheme to “put God in the Constitution’’? Do they want
to kill off all the people of the country, themselves in-
cluded? This is the only logieal result which the success
of their scheme could have. )

No; it cannot be that they want to put themselves
under sentence of death; for no ‘“reformer,” even of the
most fanatical sort, ever wanted to reform himself in
this, way. It will be necessary to exempt themselves,

and all who are willing to be reformed to their standard

and scheme of righteousness. But they will have enough
appreciation of the logic of the situation to bring the
.penalty upon such as stand out against it; and persecu-
tion, imprisonment,—yes, and even death, will assuredly

be the lot of some. -In this, the promoters of the like
scheme have never faﬂed in the past.

Civil governments canappropriate the forms o_f right-
eousness, and the forms only. Andwhenever this is done,
it becomes literally and visibly true that “the letter kill-
eth.” But life, not death, is the objeet of government;
and only the government of God can provide the Spirit
which ‘“is life, becausé of righteousness.”’

The Sund‘ay Law on Trial in Ohio.

For the first time within recent years, it notin our
national history, a judge on the bench has declared that
a Sunday law is unconstitutional on the ground that it
is contrary to the principle of American government
which demands the complete separation of church and

. state.

The case was that of a man who was a proprietor of
a bowling alley in Columbus, O., and had been arrested
for having violated a city ordinance against giving pub-
lic exhibitions on Sunday. This step was taken at the
instance of the Sunday-law element in the city, who de-

- cided to make a test case for the purpose of establishing

a precedent.  The case was tried in the police court, the
presiding judge being Samuel J. Swartz. The latter dis-
missed the case on the ground of the unconstltutlonallty
of the ordinance.

The Cincinnati Enquirer, of November 28, from which
these facts are gathered says of Judge Swartz’s ruling in
this case:—

“He based his decision upon the sweeping ground
that the measure was contrary to the consgtitutional
principle of a completeseverance of church and state, and
reasoned that anything which is not a erime on a week
day‘ is not a erime on Sunday.”

Yes; this is “sweeping ground,” for itlogically sweeps
every Sundaylaw in the land out of existenee; but it is
solid grouud, for it is the ground of a broad constitu-
tional principle of American government. It is the best
ground upon which any decision against Sunday legxsla.-
tion ean be based.

The Enquirer adds that,—

‘“The decision really depends for a precedent upon the
holding of Judge Ong, of the Cuyahoga courts, who re-
cently took the ground in a prosecution against Sunday.
baseball that all laws prohibiting amusements of a moral
character upon the first day of the week were unconstitu-
tional. Judge Ong’s decision has been taken to the Su-
preme Court, where it is now pending. In the event of its
being affirmed by the highest tribunal, it is difficult to see
how the Sunday saloon laws, or almost any other Sun-
day prohibitory measures, such as are now on the stat-
utes of this State, can be longer effective.”’

This decision certainly marks a most 1nterest1ng and
critical stage of the Sunday-law movement in Ohio.

»

» Ot
» O

THE time to strike for liberty, is now.
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The Congressional Sunday Bill Again.

THE promoters of the scheme to secure from Congress
the enactment of a Sunday law for the District of Colum-
bia, by which they hope to insert into the government
an entering wedge of Sunday legislation, are on hand to
introduce their project in the present session of Congress,
at the first favorable opportunity. The bill which they
hope to have enacted into law was introduced in the
House last March, but was laid over as unfinished busi-
ness. Itis thisi—

“A BILL

“To further protect the first day of the week as a day of
“rest in the District of Columbia.

*“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled, That it shall not be lawful for any person to
keep open any place of business or maintain a stand for
the sale of any article or articles of profit during Sunday,
excepting vendors of \books or newspapers, and apothe-
caries for the dispensing of medicines, and undertakers
for the purpose of providing for the dead, or others for
the purposes of charity or necessity ; nor shall any public
playing of football or baseball or any other kind of play-
ing, sports, pastimes, or diversions, disturbing the peace
and quiet'of the day, be practiced by any person or per-
sons within the District of Columbia on Sunday; nor
shall any building operations or work upon railroad con-
struction be lawful upon said day; and for any violation
of this Act the person offending shall, for each offense, be
liable to a fine of not less than five dollars nor morethan
fitty dollars, and in the case of corporations there shall
be a like fine for every person employed in violation of
this Act laid upon the corporation offending.

“Spe. 2.- That it shall be a sufficient defense to a
prosecution for labor on the first day of the week that
the defendant uniformly keeps another day of the week
as a day of rest, and that the labor complained of was
done in such a manner as not to interrupt or disturb
other persons in observing the first day of the week as a
day of rest. This Act shall not be construed to prevent
the sale of refreshments other than malt or spirituous
liquors, or to prevent the sale of malt and spirituous
liquors as now provided for by law, or tobacco, cigars,
railroad and steamboat tickets, or the collection and de-
livery of baggage.”

The promoters of this ‘bill are willing that, for the
present, people who observe another day than Sunday
as the Sabbath shall be allowed to work on Sunday, pro-
vided they.can do so without disturbing people who keep
Sundajr. Now it is a matter of commmon observation
that Sunday work can be performed without disturbing
anybody, by people who do not keep the seventh day.
But it bas also been frequently demonstrated that any
kind of Sunday work by people who do not keep the
seventh day is extremely liable to disturb some person
who keeps Sunday. In fact, it is practically certain that
. in the average community such disturbances would be
inevitable, and- if the disturber escaped prosecution, it
would be only because the disturbed parties failed for
some reason to bring the charge against him.

From the standpoint of morality, also, it may welj
be queried why a bill which allows the sale of whisky and
tobacco on Sunday should prohibit the sale of clothing.
The latter is certainly more essential to warmth and
comfort in the winter months, in this latitude, than are
the former.

Of course, the object in the preparation of this bill
has been to eliminate as far as possible everything which
would bring opposition to it. But will not those whose
opposition is thus supposed to have been eliminated,
look deep enough into the matter to see that if this bill
is passed, the principle of Sunday prohibition of business
is established, and no logical barrier will remain to the
extension of the law till it shall include all classes of peo-
ple and every kind of business whatever? If they do not
see this in it, they will be strangely blind to very obvious
truths which concern their interests.

o

The Way They Argue.

. Tue December issue of The Defender, the organ of the
‘“New England Sabbath Protective League,”’ published,
some “arguments” in favor of Sunday laws, from two
well-known advocates of the same,—the Hon. John Charl-
ton, M. P., and Rev. S. M. Dick, of Loweli, Mass. A com-
parison of some of the statements made by these two
authorities on the subject, reveals the real force of the
“arguments’ upon which the cause of the Sunday law
depends. ‘

For instance, Mr. Charlton, among other statements,
says this:—

“I might be asked to point out, ag a justification for
the enactment of this law, some beneficial fruits or résults
of rest from labor on the seventh day of the week, and I
shall very briefly refer to a few facts, which, I think, war.
rant me in asserting thatbeneficial results-do follow from
Sunday rest. One of the great economic evils of the day
iS OVER PRODUGTION. '

We have too much food produced, too many textile
fabrics, too much of everythlng. Our markets are glut-
ted, prices are cheapened, the whole course of business is
deranged from over-production, and the employment of
labor during seven days in the week iscalculated to make
this evil greater. The employmentof labor sevendays in
the week is calculated to enlarge the volume of over-pro-
duction, which in six days in the week is already too
great. And for that reason, on economic grounds, the
adoption of this system of securing a rest day for labor
would produce important and beneficial results.”

And almost side by side with this the Defender prints
the following from Rev. Mr. Dick:—

“The second source of authority is found in the phys-
ical laws of the universe. It is a scientific fact,—time for-
bids giving the proof,—that if two men, equal in every
sense, begin the same kind of work, one working six days
in the week and resting one, the other working seven days
in the week, that the one resting one day in each week, at
the end of six months, will produce twice as much of the
product that they are making, in one week’s time, as the
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one who works seven days in the week. Thelaw.is rest
one day in seven, and he who violates that law pays for
it in the value of his products.”

And thus it appears that the result of allowing Sun-
day work will be a disastrous over-production, while at
the same time the result of Sunday rest will be, in the
course of six months, the production of twice as much as
would be possible with Sunday work. You can argue
with an individual for a Sunday law on theground of the
evil of over-production, and if this does not convert him,
you can tell him that withSunday rest a factory can pro-
duce twice as much inside of a year as would be possible
without it; and both arguments will be equally good!

If we enforce the Sunday laws, we will have over-pro-
duction, according to Rev. Mr. Dick; and if we fail to en-
foree such laws, we will have the same result, according
to Mr. Charlton. Hence it appears that we are bound to
" have over-production anyway!

The advocates of Sunday laws sometimes lose much
by failing to compare notes before giving their “argu-
ments’” to the public.

——— e ——————

The Church and Politics.

CONSIDERABLE coutroversy has arisen in some quar-
ters over the relation the late Henry George sustained to
the churches of New York City. Everybody knew Mr.
George as a politician of the most pronounced type. But
now it i8 being made to appear that he was also adevout
Christian. On thisground a minister in Omaha, it seems,
took oceasion publicly to npbraid the churches of Mr.
George’s city for not better sustaining him politically in
his fatdl canvass for the mayoralty, alleging that pluto-
cratic influences were behind their actions.

‘Whether such charges eould be fully sustained or not,
is neither here nor there. It is well known that Mr.
George held peculiar views regarding rich men and their
estates,und these probablyinﬂuenced the actions of these
men. more or less, in their attitude toward Mr. George.
But church members, whether rich or poor, are not bound
to sustain a man politically because he is friendly to the
Christian religion. The mission of the church is one
thing, that of political organizations entirely another.
The church is a divine institution, political systems are
entirely earthly. The work of one is to preach the gos-
pel of peace, the other to maintain pa)rty preéminence.
The church has nothing in common with the various
opinions relating to civil polity, but is, or should be
wholly engaged in matters pertaining to the kingdom of
God, which Chrigt has assured us is not of this world.

The more church organizations affiliate with politics,
the less zealous they become in the work laid out for them
by the divine Master. Before his return from earth to
heaven, the Lord prayed earnestly that his followers
might be one in their work, even as he and the Father are
one. But when politics are permitted to become an es-
gential feature in the welfare of the church, confusion and

disunion quickly follow. The reason for this is plain.
No affinity whatever exists between the two concerns.
The work of the church is aspiritual one,set in order and
conducted by divine instruction, which all are supposed
faithfnily to adhere to, while political affairs are planned
and maneuvered by human minds, not infrequently for
sordid purposes.

The members of the church were to be united through
a divine fellowship.  This breaks down every barrier of
political distinetion, or class preference; the high and
low, the rich and poor, are expected to stand together in
Christian companionship, bound by the sacred ties of
holy love. In their common warfare against the wiles of
sin, this complete union is necessary to prosperity. By
this complete uaison of sentiment and action the world
also will be apprised that the purpose of the church is a
true and noble one, and that its mission is a success.

In politics the tendency is to class distinetion. Men
of wealth usually enjoy the highest civil diserimination,
by being placed in position and authority, whe in turn
reward with place and power those who have contributed
to their elevation.” Worldly policy and worldly schemes
obtain in this work, and quite often any device that may
tend to defeat an opponent is justified as expedient.

With such work the church can rightly have nothing
to do. Its members are registered as citizens of the king-
dom of Goa, in which Machiavelian tactics are unknown.
Its adherents have been by the gospel called “out of the
world,” hence are ‘‘no longer in the world,” so far as its
strife for honor and power iseconcerned. While rendering
to Cesar the things that are his, as sojourners-in an
earthly government, members of Christ’skingdom should
never betray their Master by giving the streﬁgth of the
church to political intrigues, thus uniting the church and
the state only to corrupt the former, and make the latter
an engine of intolerant bigotry. J.0.¢

A Significant Incident.

Tre following incident, the account of which comes
to us from a correspondent in a Western town, is signifi-
cant of the spirit of the times.

In this town, which is in the State of Washington, a
number of people have recently been converted to the
observance of the seventh day as the Sabbath. Among
these were two—father and son—whose business was that
of box-nailng. They were employed in a box factory
with seven other men, the latter being Methodists, Pres-
byterians, and Episcopalians. Our correspondent says:—

‘Preceding the third Sabbath theykept, the manager
of the box factory received an order for 5,000 boxes,
which was to be filled by sunset Sundayevening. He told
the two they would have to work Saturday. They told
him they could not do that, but they would come back
and work for him after sunset Saturday, and nail as
many boxes as they would nail if they should work on
the Sabbath; and they would work again for him on Sun-
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day with the rest of the men. The manager said that
would be all right.

*So they did as they had agreed. But on Sunday
. morning, when they went to work, the rest of the men
said, ‘We wont let those Adventists work here anymore.’
So they went to the manager and said: ‘If you don’t dis-
charge those Adventists we will quit.” That meant he
would not be able to fill his contract. So the Adventists
. were discharged. This comes pretty near being a boy-

cott.” )

Note the point in this proceeding. These other men
—Methodists, Presbyterians, and Episcopalians—were
perfectly willing the two Adventists should work on Sun-
day, as they did themselves, provided they would also
work on Saturday. But because the latter would not do
this, the others said, If they wont work on their Sabbath
they shall not work on ours. Out of their antagonism to
the Adventist belief they suddenly developed a great re-
gard for Sunday.

This spirit is plainly not the Christian spirit; yet it
associates itself with regard for Sunday. But where was
it ever known to be associated with regard for the sev-
enth-day Sabbath?

> o 44

Clerical Intermeddling in Civil Government.

From ‘‘The Legal Sunday,” by Jas. T. Ringgold.

I~ his profound and suggestive work on “The Study
of Sociology,” Mr. Herbert Spencer shows how necessary
it is for any right and profitable thinking on public topics
that the thinker should be altogether free from bias or
prejudice of any kind. He develops here and elsewhere
the correct conception of human government or civil ad-
ministration as-a machine. Properly to determine the
purposes to whichthe proposed machinery of government
ought to be adapted, and then properly toconstruct and
manage the machinery, requires the scientific cast of
mind, that is to say, a mind which approaches the condi-
tions to be dealt with, free from preconceptions, recalling
impartially the experiences of the past, ready at any mo-
ment to receive suggestions from the phenomens of the
present. One of the most valuable chapters on “The
Study of Sociology” is one dealing with “The Theological
Bias,” under the influence whereof the clerical intermed-
dler always approaches a question of civil administra-
tion, and which as Mr. Spencer shows, is utterly incom-
patible with the scientific state of mind, and therefore
renders it unthinkable that his intermeddling should be
otherwise than hurtful.

This theological bias causes the clerical intermeddler
to take false and unscientific views of the purposes for
which the governmental machinery should be designed,
and also of the principles on which it should be con-
structed and managed. Of the purposes for which it
should be designed, because he would have it regulate
human conduct with the view to men’s happiness in the
next world, whereas its sole proper concern is to regulate
that conduet in the way which will the least interfere with

the attainment of the greatest possible happiness by the
greatest possible number of people inthis world. Because
he would have it applied to the greatest good of his own
particular religious denomination, and its members, and
its application to the greatest good of any one portion
of the community is inconsistent with that purpose of the
greatest good to the greatest number which is the true
purpose of governmental machinery. Because he would
have it “run” upon the assumption that the religion of
his denomination is superior as a religion to all others,
and to adopt such an assumption as this is to recognize
and prefer one religion to another, to establish a union
of church and state, all of which is inconsistent with the
right purpose of civil government.

But the theological bias is no less fatal to right and
serviceable thinking about the principles upon which the"
machinery of government is based, than it is toright and
profitable thinking about the purposes for which it
should be designed, and with a view to which it should be
managed. The government is a machine. Like all other
machines, to be a good machine, it must be constructed
on scientific principles. These principles require a refer-
ence to facts, not theories. One of the most important
things to be considered in the construction of any ma-
chine, is the materials of which it must be made, and the
materials upon which it is to operate. Now scientific
principles require that in the construction of our govern-
mental machinery, we shall have regard to the facts of
the materials of both kinds, and not to any theories con-
cerning them.

The scientific builder or alterer of a machine, studies
these materials as they are, and gives no thought to the
question of what they ought to be. He does not say to
himself: “Here is material out of which I am to make a
saw; the metal is very soft; but it ought to be hard, and -
so I will make the saw in such a manner that it will be a
very good saw indeed, if the metal ever becomes hard.”
He does not say:‘ “Here are certain logs which I am to
make a saw cut; the wood is very hard; but it ought to
be soft; so Iwill make such a saw as will cut it easily
enough if the wood should ever become soft.’” But the
effect of the theological bias is to produce just this unsci-
entific attitude of mind toward the construction and
alteration of the machinery of government. The material
out of which the machinery must be constructed, and
that on which it must operate, is human nature. Itis
true that the business of the clergyman is with haman
nature. But the business of the geologist and the ana-
lytical chemist may be alike with strata and ores and yet
the training and profession of one would not qualify him
to deal scientifically with the problems that lie within the
domain of the other. ‘

It is easy enough to see how the training and profes-
sion of a clergyman not only do not tend to qualify him,
but, inevitably incapacitate him from taking a right view
of the principles upon which the governmental machinery
should be comstructed. That training and profession
necessarily and rightly commit him to a view of human



s

758

AMERICAN SENTINEIL.

nature framed with reference to what it ought to be,
rather than to what it is. Necessarily and rightly, be-
cause his business is to teach men what they ought to
do. and to induce them bj sweet and soft persuasion to
doit. But the business of the government is not to teach
men what they ought to do, but what they must do, or
be punished for not doing.

Here we have another illustration of the principle

" that law or the government has nothing to do with im-
morality, but deals with incivility alone. ‘What men
ought to do, is the same on a small island where there is
no government at all, as it is in a great republic with the
most complex system of “several governments,—federal,
state, municipal, what not—that can be imaginei. The
work of the clergyman, then, is, in a sense, above that of
the government; it would exist, though no goverhment
existed; it would remain, though all government should
perish.

But the clergyman’s work is done when persuasion
and exhortation have failed. The clergyman -cannot
Judge, because the Master has declared that though a
man shall refuse to receive his word, yet he judges not
that man. The clergyman cannot punish because the
Master has said, “Put up again thy sword into his place;
for all they that take the sword shall perish with the
sword.” And here the government steps in. It has noth-
ing to do with persuasion or exhortation. It wastes no
time in trying to convince the citizen that he ought to do
this, or ought not to do that. It is perfectly indifferent
to'his views upon the subject. It simply commands him
to do or refrain, as the case may be, and ludges and
pumshes him in its own way for disobedience. The
spheres of clerical and governmental action being thus
entirely distinet; the relation of the two to the material
©of human nature is also distinet, and the clergyman is
not merely non-qualified, but disqualified, so far as gov-
ernment is concerned, by reason of his calling and pro
fession, from taking a scientific view of the material out
of which government must be constructed, and on which
it must operate.

Dr. Talmage as a Sunday Desecrator.

Dr. TaLMAGE and Sam Jones are now to be counted
as contributors to the growing disregard of Sunday, if
we may believe what is said by the advocates of strict
Sunday observance concerning their influence. For
instance, a writer in The Advance, of November 18, says
this:—

“Now we do feel that no agency is more effectively
breaking down the Christian Sabbath than the practice
of noted ministers like Dr. Talmage and Sam J ones, of
joining with the railroad companies in encouraging Sun-
day excursions.”

But in condemning Dr. Talmage and his brother
“evangelist’” for their course in this respect, it should be

remembered that there is no divine command at all for
Sunday observance, and that in the absence of this, the
doctor and Mr. Jones may well be pardoned for holding

-that it is no sin for excursion trains to bring people on

Sunday to their meetings to hear them preach.

e e - e

Thanksgiving Plagiarism.

BY M. E., KELLOGG.

TuE folly of Thanksgiving proclamations by civil
rulers, and the perfunctory way in which they are issued,
has been illustrated very clearly this year. Two procla-
mations, one by Governor Stepheus, of Missouri, and one
by Governor Pingree, of Michigan, are so nearly alike
that the question is raised, Which one of these governors
plagiarized? That one of them has done so is evident, as
portions of the two proclamations, placed side by side,

as below, will fully prove:—

FROM GOV. STEPHENS'S THANKS-
GIVING PROCLAMATION,

“QOur great common-
wealth. filled with a greater
population than belonged
to the whole country when
our fathers fought for na-
tional independence, can
look back overthe seventy-
six vears of Statehood and
see the simple industries of
the pioneers grown to the
many diversified industries
which have made us the
eighth State in wealth, and
we are the fifth in numbers

‘and political power in this

great Union.

“The spirit of philan-
thropy amgng our citizens
has been active in provid-

ing for the needs of suffer-

ing and unfortunate.

“Christian workers have
brought many to acknowl-
edge their obligations to
Iead betterhves, and count-
less. homes have been made
happier for their efforts
during the year.”

FROM GOV. PINGREE’S THANKS-
GIVING PROCLAMATION.

“Qur great common-
wealth ﬁlled with a larger
population than belonged
to our whole country when
our fathers fought for na-
tional independence, can
look back over the sixty
years of Statehood and see
the simple industries of the
pioneers grown to the di-
versified interests which
havemadeus a great State
in wealth.and in a great
mAny other ways.

“ The spirit of philan-
thropy among our citizens
has been active in provid-
ing for the needs of suffer-
ing and unfortunate. -

“Christian workers have
brought many to acknowl-
edge their obligations to
lead betterlives and count-
less numbers’ have been
made happier for their ef-
forts during the year.”

When the similarity of the two proclamations was
first discovered, the investigation of the matter afforded

a rich field for the inquisitive newspaper reporters, and
they at once started out to find the plagiarist—for to
hunt down a governor is no common sport. The tele-
graph was freely used, and the following facts have been
agcertained: Governor Stephens declares that his procla-
mation was issued four days previous to that of Mr. Pin-
gree. This would throw the plagiarism on the governor
of Michigan, but he has a loophole by which he, at least,
almostescapes. He says he was very busy at that time,
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and so he asked the secretary of state, Washington
Gardner, to write it. Mr. Gardner, apparently not hav-
ing the spirit of thanksgiving burning within him as it is
popularly supposed to be burning in all State officials
during the latter part of November, turned back to an
old proclamation of a former governor of Michigan and
copied it! Inthat case, both proclamations areborrowed
from the same source, illustrating in a rather curious
way that old principle that two things which are equal
1o a third thing are equal to each other.

But what shall be said of the virtue or utility of such
proclamations? That a governor of a State cannot find
time nor thought to write the annual Thanksgiving
proclamation, and that a secretary of state, when called
upon to do so, though a scholar and an orator, should
borrow an old one from any source, instead of writing
-one himself, is a striking commentary upon the hollow-
ness of the whole thanksgiving business as far as the
authorlity of the state, manifested by executive procla-
mation, is concerned.

1t is probably also safe to say that the real spirit of
+thanksgiving in these perfunctory thanksgiving procla-
mations is a very fair specimen of the amount of thanks-
giving felt by those who give heed to them. The most
important part of the American thanksgiving is the
turkey, and no proclamation of president or governor,
whether original or a plagiarism, can affect its glutton-
-ous consumption.

The moral that may be drawn from all thxs is, that
religion and religions exercises prescribed by a state,
whether suggested or commanded, are always utterly
devoid of that life and soul which makes their perform-
ance of any value.

—_— A

A Test of State Religious Schools.

I New South Wales, Australia, a practical test is
being made of the utility of giviug religious instruction
in the state schools. With a view of ascertaining the de-
girability of such a system for the state schools of Victo-
ria, the inspector-general of schools in the latter colony,
Mr. Stewart, made a two months’ investigation of the
results obtained in the New South Wales schools, and
made a report, which was printed in the Melbourne Age,
of September 20.  Of the religious lessons given in these
schools the report says:—

“‘“They are not religious in the true sense of theterm.
They were not taken at any particular hour of the day,
and might be placed between vulgar fractions and vocal
exercise, according to the whim of the teacher.” He was
much shocked to hear such expressions as ‘our Saviour’
used glibly, and without any apparent reverence; in faet,
the lessons did not appear to be of any more importance
to the children or teachers than any other lessons, seeing
that there was no test applied to teachers as to special
fitness to give this instruction. It was given, not only
by Protestants and Roman Catholics, but also by teach-
ers who might have no religious sympathy or belief. It

was said that all scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
and for instruction in righteousness. If that was the
end of religious instruction, Mr. Stewart did not think
that any attempt was made to reach it in New Sounth
Wales.”

Experience is much more valuable than theory; and
it is to be hoped that the States of the American Repub-
lic will profit from the experience of New South Wales in
this respect. There could not be a much better plan de-
vised for making the children irreverent than to teach
them religion by such a system as that which Inspeetor-
general Stewart described.

L . <

An Example of ‘ Christian Unity.”

RECENTLY, says the Living Church (Chicago) 400,-
000 “Assyrian Christians’’ have become adherents of the
Russian state church. This adherence was secured
through the influence of Russian emissaries, who prom-
ised the Assyrians the protection of their government if
they would purge their religious formulas of Nestorian-
ism and introduce a prayer for the ezar.

The Assyrians have been for centuries believers in the
doctrines of Nestorianism ; but upon the promise of Rus-
sia to maintain their schools and give the country pro--
tection from the Turks, Kurds, and Persiaus, the great
majority laid these doctrines aside and became orthodox
Russians. And this is pointed to by the religious press
as “one of the most remarkable examples in history of.a
restoration of long-broken Christian unity.”

Yes; this is one way to secure “Christian unity;” it
is a way with which history is quite well acquainted, but
not to the credit of the church. The only true Christian
unity is that which comes through adherence to divine
truth. Not by giving up truth, not by compromising
with error, not by bargaiuiug in doctrines for the protec-
tion of earthly princes, but by counting the truth of God
as more precious than all else, canthe true unity of the
faith be realized in Christendom.

Christian unity is a unity in love of the truth.

Our Clubbing Rates.

Ix another column will be found a list of excellent
publicatious which we have arranged to furnish at re-
duced prices. There is nothing iu this to us, but we are
glad to receive orders for any of them in connection with
the SENTINEL at reduced prices as a matter of accommo-
dation to our friends. The offer is being responded to to -
quite an extent. We desire to say that we shall discon-

s»tinue this clubbing arrangement after the first of the
year, and therefore those of our friends who wish to take
advantage of it will please arrange to do so between this
and January 1. -
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A ¢REAT deal of news that is worth considering comes
to us these days from across the water. In Austria, the
body politic is convulsed by a bitter race war between
the Germans and the Czechs, the immediate cause of the
outbreak being a government decree authorizing the use
of the Czech as well as the German language in the courts
and in all official business. This the Germans bitterly
yesented, and the result was that the members of the
Austrian national body—the Reichsrath—engaged in
several pitched battles, the like of which has probably
not been witnessed in the legislative halls of the nations
in recent years. When human nature breaks away irom
the bonds of reason and self-restraint, the most august
- assemblies of earth speedily descend to the level of a
mob. :

*
* *

" THE premier and his ministry were foreed to resign
but even this move seems to have contributed but little
to the stability of the empire. The great bugbear of
government in Austria is the violent race hatreds of her
“heterogeneous people, which preventany cohesion between
the different portions of the empire. Lt might be well for
the United States to learn from the experience of Austria
a lesson of caution in adding to the heterogeneous ele
ments under her sway, as for instance, in the proposed
annexation of Hawaji. It is worthy of note in this con-

nection that the people of Austria are almost wholly~

Roman Catholic. The Catholic religion claims to be the
religion of Christ; but the religion of Christ does not
go with race hatred, or with hatred of anything ex-
cept sin.

*
* ®

Bur much more important than this is the news of a

shifting of forces on the chess board of European diplo-

macy, by which old and long-established coalitions are
broken up and new ones formed in which the Vatican
holds the place of a member of the alliance. Thus, it is
stated upor good authority, that Germany and the Vat-
ican have come to an understanding by which the pope
and the Kaiser are now virtual allies. In an interview
with the pope on November 18, the German Minister of
Foreign Affairs, it is stated, assured the Roman pontiff
that hereafter regularly aceredited ambassadors would
be sent from Berlin to the Vatican, as well as to the
Quirinal. " ‘

*
* *

Bor this isnot all. ‘“Besides the German ambassa-

dor to the Vatican,” it is stated, ‘‘there are now. inm
Rome, of recent appointment, M. Paubelle, of France,
and M. Tcharykow, the ambassador of theczar. This
fact lends color to well-grounded rumors that France,
Russia, and Germany have arrived at a complete under-
standing with the Vatican as to action to be pursued in
certain Airican and Asiatic contingencies.” “Rapproche-
ment between the Vatican and these three powers is be-
coming every day more pronounced.”

*
* *

THE explanation is that the Powers have recognized
that the Vatican is a more powerful ally than some of the
weaker nations which have hitherto been included in the
coalitions of Europe; and have decided accordingly to
dissolve the old alliances and form new ones in which the
Vatican shall be included. Italy is a weak kingdom, and
demonstrated the fact in her late war with Abyssinia. In
a great defeat which the Italian army suffered in this
campaign, a large nminber of Italians were taken prison-
erg, and in the endeavors made to effect their release, it
was demonstrated that the pope possessed more “moral”
and diplomatic power than the Italian government. The
great Powers of Europe have no use for a weak ally when
they can get a strong one; and accordingly they have set
out to form a new alignment of their forces, in which the
Vatican shall be included, and Italy and Austria left out.
This is the program which is said to be foreshadowed
by the appointment of regular ambarsadors from the
Powers to the court of the “Holy See.”

* * *

WaiLE the Powers may reap some temporary advan-
tage from this new arrangement, the great’ and perma-
nent advantage will be thatreaped by the papacy. This
latest step is one of the greatest which the papacy by her
astute diplomacy has been able to takein a long and
steady rise toward her old-time position of prestige
among the nations. Upon that proud eminence her eye

‘is fixed; and, as she nears the goal, the thought of her

heart is that which the language of Seripture aseribes to
her (Rev. 18:7), “I sit a queen, and am norwidow, and
shall see no sorrow.” But a change-sudden and un-
looked for—is imminent, in which will be fulfilled the
words, “Strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.”

*
* *

MANY readers of the SENTINEL will remember the agi-
tation which was raised a few years ago by certain Prot-
estant clergymen over the disabilities imposed upon
Protestants in some of the Catholic countries of South
America. The pope was asked to intervene and secure
for these Protestants that civil and religious liberty of
which the papacy has so often declared itself the cham-
pion. He replied that he could not be expected to inter-
fere in the governmental affairs of another power; that
to do what was asked of him would be a meddlesome act
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which those countries would resent, and which would be
altogether contrary to the papal code of procedure.

*
* *

Now, however, comes the news from Rome, upon the
authority of the Italian journal Roma, that “the pope
has demanded that Don Carlos [of Spain] should post-
pone the issue of his manifesto to his adherents, at any
rate for the present, under pain of his displeasure. This,
it is thought, will avert the danger of a possible over-
throw of the present Spanish dynasty by the adherents
of Don Carlos. But whyshould the pope make use of the
‘‘pain of his displeasure”’ tosecurecertain political results
in Spain, and refuse to make use of the same to amelio-
rate the lot of Protestants in Peru? The reason is evi-
dent, but it is onewhichfails tc accord with papal claims.

*
* *

- Socian circles in Kentucky are in a state of violent
agitation over the settlement of one of the greatest ques-
tions which it could fall to the lot of real “‘society’ to
consider. It seems that two Kentucky belles have been
designated in a more or less official manner to perform
the important act of “christening” the new battleship
“Kentucky,” whose launching is a prospective event in
naval affairs. As it requires only one person to attend
to this eeremony, the question arises as to which one of
these two shall be accorded the honor.

*
< *

It is required by a time-honored custom that on the
occasion of the launching of a battleship, the vessel shall
be “christened” by breaking over her bow a bottle full of
a well-known kind of liquid,—but not water; and this
must be done by a young lady, the selection of whom
falls to the secretary of the navy, or to some other offi-
cial whom he may. designate. One of the two young
ladies in question claims the honor by virtue of the ap-
pointment of ex-Secretary of the Navy Herbert, and
though the christening is to take place under a new ad-
ministration,—Mr. Herbert having served under ex-Presi-
dent Cleveland,—she is not disposed to let the honor slip
easily out of her hands. It is reported that sh& had
counted on performing an unusually effective piece of

christening, as regards the style, having confided to her .

friends that she meant to break over the ‘“Kentucky’s”

bow nothing less than a bottle of real Kentucky whiskey,

forty years old! Generally, the christening of a battle-
ship is accomplished with the sacrifice of only a bottle of
ordinary wine or champagne. :

*
* *

ALTHOUGH it properly belongs to the present admin-
istration to select a christener for the new battleship,
there seems room for regret, upon grounds of propriety,
that the honor should (as it now appears) have fallen to
.the lot of one who will, perchance, fail to appreciate
the value of Kentucky whiskey for christening pur-

poses. For there can be no doubt that, for putting an
individual ingood fighting trim,a bottle of real Kentucky
bourbon that is forty years old is far superior to a bottle
of ordinary wine. And as it is the businessof battleships
to fight, the propriety of using whiskey for the christen-
ing will at once be apparent. However, 1t is announced
that Secretary Long has officially settled the matter ‘in
favor of the daughter of Kentucky’s governor, and with
his decision the warring social factions will, we suppose,
have to be content.

The Church Controls Elections in Utah.

“The Outlook,” November 27.

Tue elections in Utah demonstrated that a large ele-
ment among the Mormons still retains an intense respect
for the revelations of the church leaders. That President
Wilford Woodrufi’s demand at the October conference
that Mormons should unite in politics was taken as more
weighty than the light talk of an old man was shown in
the results in Salt Lake City. John Clark, the candid.te
for mayor of the citizens, but a very devout Mormon and
the undisputed church candidate, was elected by a small
majority. The Gentile vote and the Independent vote
were divided among three candidates—all Gentiles. Mr.
Clark was supported by the politicians whose names are
always associated with church politics, and the conclu-
sion that the church elected him is well supported. Every
Gentile who was on the ticket with him was defeated.
Every Gentile who was on the other tickets was seriously
“scratched,” and every Mormon running received a com-
paratively large vote. ]

The same result was seen all over Utah. Ogden’s nd-
ministration, as well as Salt Lake’s, will be in the hands -
of Mormons, though in ‘each case the Gentiles form the
bulk of the population. The City Council in each case,
by a majority of Mormons, shows a result of religious
voting. The tendency of Mormons to vote for men of
their own faith has an important bearing on national
affairs. It is not improbablethat next year a legislature
may be eleeted in Utah which will be so overwhelmingly
Mormon that a United States senator will be chosen who
will give his chief allegiance to the church leaders.

- % ——

It may well be that a merciful Providenece allowed
the development of Mormonism in this country to the
church-and-state system which we now see virtually es-
tablished in Utah, in order that the peoplein this country
might, by having this object lesson before their eyes, be
saved from the fatal folly of setting up a like system
which would embrace not one single State merely, but the
whole nation. - Certain it is that it is high time the peo-
ple of this country should take warning from the situa-
tion in Utah, and repel the efforts of the religious organ-
izationswho are working with might and main to compel
this government to profess religion.
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TeE Christian Citizen (Chicago), for November, re-
" marks coneerning the late political contest in New York
City, that ‘‘the Citizens’ Union has fought a good fight
and-kept the faith, but has by no means finished its
course.”

Perhaps not; but it has been defeated, and thereby
conclusively demonstrated that it was not fighting the
battle of Christianity; for “the good fight of faith” is
always victorious. The defeat of faith would mean the
defeat of God himself. ‘

The World’s Hope of Peace.

IN a recent speech, the English premier, Lord Salis-

bury, touched upon the world’s outlook for peace, in the

following words:—

“You notice that on all sides the instruments of de-
struction are piling up—armies become larger, the Powers
who concentrate them become greater, the instruinents
of death become more effective and more numerous, and
are improved with every year, and each nation is bound
for its ownsafety to takepart in thiscompetition. Those
are the things that are done, so to speak, on the side of
war. The one hope that we have to prevent this compe-
tition from ending in a terrible effort of mutual destruc-
tion which will be fatal to Christian civilization—the one
hope we have is that the Powers may gradually be
brought together, to act together in a friendly spirit on
all subjects of difference that may arise until at last they
shall be welded together in some international constitu-
tion which shall give at last to the world as the result of
‘their great strength a long spell of unfettered commerce,
prosperous trade, and continued peace!”

Sueh is the statement of the world’s hope of peace, as
made by one whose position eminently qualifies him to
speak understandingly upon the subject. It is not a
bright outlook; in these days the world’s outlook isnot
bright, in any direction. “The one hope,”’ says this emi-
nent statesman, “is that the Powers may gradually be
brought together in a friendly spirit,” “until at last they
‘shall be welded together in some international constitu-
tion,” etc.,—a consummation which evidently lies at-the
extreme limit of vagueness, uncertainty, and improba-
bility.

Yet now, as ever, it is true that “Thou wilt keep him

" in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee.” That is
the Christian’s hope of peace,—a sure hope, which no

commotion of earthly forces can overthrow. And this is -

the hope which remains for the individual.

Ot
Mgzs. H. H. GEORGE, wife of the well-known advocate

of “National Reform,” reports in the December issue of
the Christian Statesman her suecess in enlisting the State

W. C. T. U. of Pennsylvania in the Natlonal Reform cause.

She says:—

“The National Reform movement has many warm
friends among the ranks of the W. C. T. U. Many of the
delegates expressed their sympathy and interest in this

The “critic” is abroad in the land!
Have you not often heard him say
somethlng that grates upon your ear
and misrepresents this paper and { the
cause it has espoused? If so, why not
send in his nameand invest twenty-five
cents in bringing before him the work
of the AMERICAN SENTINEL as itis
and as it is not? It will be missionary

effort that cannot fail to yield excellent
results. What do YOU say to this?

cause. The convention itself gave support to the work
by making the National Reform a separate department
and appointing a superintendent. Heretofore, the de-
partments of Sabbath Observance and National Reform
were united under one superintendent, Mrs. R. J. George,
who sent in a request asking that National Reform be
made a separate department. Already a letter has been
sent to each county president asking that a superintend-
ent be appointed in each county of our state.

“The convention also passed a resolution that five
delegates be appointed to represent that body at the
coming National Reform convention to be held in Phila-
delphia.”

—_— -t ———

WHEN it comes to the question, “Is ours a Christian
nation?” we are compelled to pause. The Thanksgiving
proclamations of governor and president do not stamp

-us ag such; they merely show the spirit of the people in
its annual recognition of the sovereign Ruler of the skies.
They do not lift the veil of positive crime or of neglect of
God, contempt of church privileges, and a life of more or
less unblushing infidelity as led by some. They do not
tell of the oceans of insidious literature with which too
many presses groan in our land, in which the character
and misgion of Jesus Christ on earth are minimized and
his sacred claims upon us reduced to the mere question
of our acceptance of him as an historic model of a ro-
mantie legend. Indeed, the alleged Christian pulpit itself
has contributed to this pernicious stream which is help-
ing to make us a nation of practical skeptics..—New York
Observer.

—_—— >

In Newbern, N.C., an ordinance is now enforced which
prohibits both employés and employers from going in or
out of a place of business during the twenty-four hours
from midnight of Saturday to midnight of Sunday.

— -t

TrE Board of Directors of the chief public library in

‘ Chicago have voted that the library shall hereafter be

open on Sundays. The Methodist Ministers’ Assomatlon
has decided that this action is wrong.
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The Four-Headed Leopard.

“Tms is the queerest beast we havestruck yet, mama.
Let me read you aboutit.”

‘*After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard,
which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl;

the beast had also four heads, and dominion was given |

to it.””’

“Yes; this is a strange beast.
asked Mrs. Ross.

“Like a leopard.”

“Now tell me what a leopard is like.”

“Something like a cat,” said Charlie.
wildcat.
woods. Isaw one at the menagerie. Heran up and
down in his eage, and O how his hungry, yellow eyes did
glare! Leopards are very cunning and crafty. They
creep along slyly, and then suddenly pounce upon their
prey. They are very ravenous and cruel, and do not
know the'meaning of mercy.”

Charlie grew quite animated in speaking of the leop-
ard, and made some gestures that made his mother
langh.

“Dear me, Charlie; you almost ifrighten me. Yon
can look a great deal like a leopard yourself, and some-
times I have seen you act like this very beast of prey. O
Charlie, let us ever remember as we read these prophecies
that unless God’s love continually controls us and
subdues our fierce passions, we shall show the very
charaeteristics we abhor. The kingdoms represented by
the beasts were made up of human beings like ourselves

~when the grace of God is lelt apart from our lives.”

“I see,” said Charlie, soberly. “But God made leop-
ards.” ’

“Yes; but at first you remember they were harmless,
subject to man’s dominion, even as our passions serve us
well when they are-under the rule of love. But nowto
the kingdom. What was the third universal kingdom?”’

“Greece,” said Charlie. :

“Yes. Greece grew in power during the latter part of
the Medo-Persian reign, and an occasion for war was
sought by the Persians, but they went home completely
discomfited. The Grecians displayed great bravery,
add some of the most thrilling incidents of history
cluster about their struggle to evade the Medo-Persian
yoke.” )

What was he like?”’

“More like a

I would not like to meet one at night in the

“Yes, mama. Of all the people I have read about in
history I like the Greeks best.” :

“There were many attractive features in the Greeks.
But with all their grace, we can see the leopard charac-
teristic. Do you remember how the Greeks looked upon
the feeble and deformed?”’-

“They despised them, and left the feeble infants and
the aged, and infirm, and deformed to die on the moun-
tains.”

‘“How did they treat their children?” p

“They made them suffer hardships. They trained
them to run races, and set before them the Olympian
games as the most desirable goal. They taught them to
suffer pain, and if they winced under it, they ridiculed and
punished them.”

“This kind of an education made them very agile,
graceful, and unfeeling. We have the best examples of
physical grace from Grecian sculpture. If they had also
given their children the proper mental and spiritual
training, what a race they would have been! Even as it
was, Greece developed some of the greatest poets, artists,
philosophers, and teachers of the world. The grace of
God did work among the Greeks, and here and there we
see a flower in the midst of the poisonousherbs. But
we are not here to look up the exception, but the rule.
What man among the Greeks is known as ‘“The Great’?”’

“Alexander,” said Charlie. “My Reader says—

. “How tall was Alexander, pa,
That people call him great?
Was he like old Goliath, tall,
His spear & hundred weight?
O no, my child, about as tall
Ag I or Uncle James,
"T'was not his stature made him great, |
But the greatness of his fame.’ ‘
Then the little boy goes on asking questions till he finds,
out that Alexander was not very great in God’s sight.”

“Well, tell me, Charlie, what you havefound out in
regard to Alexander’s fame.” '

“He was a wonderful general. He marched the Gre-
cian armies against Medo-Persia as soon as he thought
them strong enough to overthrow this kingdom. He
traveled over 51,000 miles in seven years, or a distance
more than twice around the earth. He fought three bat-
tles that were disastrous to the Medo Persians, and every
battle was a surprise. He would march up, and fall
upon the Medo-Persian armies-very much after the man-
ner of a leopard; and the cruelty practiced by the Greeks
was certainly asbloodthirsty as the action of theleopard
on its prey. There were three great battles at Granicus,

‘Issus, and Arbela, and Alexander was ack nowledged the

conqueror of the world in 321 B. ¢., and Greece put in
power as the third universal kingdom.” ) :

“Well, Charlie, you have brought out the character-
istics of the leopard-like kingdom in the swiftness, the
strategem, and cruelty of their warfare.
point we have not yet touched.”

“] know,” said Charlie; “and it is the very pointin
which I am mostinterested —the four heads. What does
that mean?” '

There is one,
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“We shall soon see. What happened to Alexander
after his conquest of the world?”

“T know. Helaid a wager that he could outdo his
generals in drinking, and he drank the Herculean cup
twice full. It was said to hold eleven quarts. The feast
must have lasted some time.
rible wager, Alexander died in the very prime of his life
and power.”

“Right here, Charlie, you majy read the 21st verse of
the eighth chapter.” ‘

Charlie read, “‘And the rough goat is the king of
Grecia, and the great horn that is between his eyes is the
first king. Now that being broken, whereas four stood
-up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation,
but not in his power.””

“What position did Alexander hold in the newly-con-
quered world?”’

““He was the first king.”

‘“When the hornrepresenting the first kinyg was broken -

off, how many horns rose in its place?”’

“Four,” said Charlie.

“And what did this indicate?”’

“That four kingdoms should rise.”

“That’s right. The Grecian kingdom was divided
into four parts, and this explains the beast with four
heads.” V

“Yes, I remember now,”. said Charlie, “that t'here‘

were four of Alexander’s generals that divided the king-
dom among them. Wait; here is my history. T'll find
out who they were. Lysimacus, Cassander, Seleucus, and:
Ptolemy.” "

“After we are through, take your map and trace out
the territory each one occupied.”

“You remember that Babylon was to be entirely over-
thrown. In Alexander’s march he came- to the ruins of
the great city, and determined to rebuild it. His horses
were stabled in some of the palaces of thecity. = As he
tried to investigate the palaces he found them full of ven-
omous creatures, and though the work was begun by
Alexander and his workers, his death put a stop to the
rebulldmg of a city that God had said shouldnever again
be inhabited.”

“We have spoken in regard to the intolerant charac-
ter of other governments, but Greece was not at all be-
hind them in trying to order the religious thought of the
world.  The Greeks were a very religious people. You
remember what Paul says in Acts about their altars and
‘their gods. Long before his time Socrates lived among
the Greeks. He was very liberal in his thought, and did
away with their gods, and died a martyr for his faith, or
rather, for his lack of faith in their prescribed religion.
All through the history of Greece, both before and after
the coming of Jesus, are evidences that it was no friend
to civil and religious liberty. Exceptions were found
among her statesmen and thinkers, but the whole gov-
ernment carried out the leopard-like spirit. I would like
you to read from the 17th to the 20th of Acts, and you
will find incidents that will help you to understand the

But as a result of this ter-

_ness; it makes my neck ache.

spirit of the Greeks, both when they would and when they
would not see Jesns.”

" “And now, dear, our next talk will bring us to the
great and terrible beast that represents the fourth king-
dom.” F. B.

Unele Will’s Story.

THERE was a great uproar in the nursery. The day
was so stormy and disagreeable that Mrs. Blanchard
had decided that the children should play in doors, after
their lessons had been recited. This happened quite
often, and they had played so quietly and agreeably be-
fore, that Uncle Will was surprised to hear thecommotion
this morning.

“T tell you, Jennie Blanchard,”’ yelled Charlie, “you’ve
got to do as we say. Jack and me are older’n you an’
lots bigger, an’ there’s asmany again of us; so it’s no
more ’n right; is it Jack?”

“Course not,”” agreed Jack. ‘See here now, Jennie,
you be the horse, and we’ll show you how Joe Simpkins
drives his bus. This is the bus; get om, Charlie; I'll
cateh the horse. Whoa!” yelled the determined young
driver.

But unfortunately this scheme did not seem“to meet
the mind of the “horse,”” who protested loudly:—

“I tell you the bits hurt, and I won’t wear that har-
It -isn’t any fun to be a
horse, anyway. I’d good deal rather be a little girl,”
screamed Jennie.

‘“But you shall! Jennie Blanchard, you shall "’ _

Uncle Will thought it was high time that this kind of
fun was stopped; so he stepped to the nursery door and
called out: “Don’t you want to hear a story, children? if

_you do, just step into my room here.”

In a moment Uncle Will had Jennie in his arms, and
two very éager little boys on his knees. They looked a
trifle ashamed for fear their uncle had heard the row,
but as he did not mention it, they soon began to breathe
easier.

0, Uncle Will! tell a giant story.” )

“A fairy story,” suggested Jennie. But Uncle Will
was not in a mood for either. “I’ll tell you a true story,
and you may see if you can guess whom it is about.

“Once, a great many years ago, there was a man who
had twelve boys.”

“Didn’t he have any girls?”’ asked J ennie.

“Yes; but it’s the boys I’m going to tell you about.
These boys were not always good and kind. Sometimes
they quarreled among themselves; but it was with one
of their littlest brothers that they had the most trouble.
They were afraid that their father thought more of him
than he did of*them. One day the boys’ father gave him
a real pretty present, and that only made his brothers
all the more wicked and cruel toward him. So they tried
to get rid of him in every way.

“At last, when the big brothers were a long way from
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home, taking care of their father’s sheep, the father sent
this boy to see how they were getting along. The poor
boy becamebewildered on the road,and got in the wrong
path,and spentquite a while wandering round andround
in a field. Finally,a man found the lad and directed him
on his journey. At last he found his brothers, but in-
stead of going to meet him, and being glad to see him,
they began to wonder how they could get him out of their
way. Ishould have thought they would have been glad
to see their brother; for they hadn’t seen him in some
time.”

“So should 1,” said Charlie, ‘““when Jack was gone

\ only a week, last summer, I was so lcnesome that 1 was
glad enough to get him back again.”

“Well, they were not; and they made up their minds
to put him in a deep hole in the ground, and leave him
there.” )

“Why, Uncle Will! till he died?”

“Yes, of course; you see he didn’t act to suit them,
and there were ten times as many of them as there were
of him, so of course they decided that they had a perfect
right to make him come to their terms.”

“The mean fellows !” said Charlie.

“They ought to be hung!” exclaimed Jack excitedly.

“But, my boys, don’t be too sure. Don’t you see?
they were older and larger than he was,and there were so
many more of them, of course”

Charlie glanced uneasily at Jack, and said nothing.
“Come, Uncle Will, go on,” said Jennie.

“Well, they did n’t put him in the hole, but they sold
him to some merchants who came along, and then they
thought sure they would bave no more trouble. But
really, their trouble was just beginning. When Satan
leads any one to do a wrong act, he doesn’t care how
much trouble they have onaccount of it. Thesebrothers
told a wicked lie to their poor old father when he asked
them where the boy was.”

0, I guess I know who that boy was,” said J ack “ig

* was Joseph.”

“Well, can you think now why I have told you this
true story?”

<0, 1 ’spose you heard us boys try to make Jennie
play what we wanted her to,” said Charlie.

“But we didn’t put her in a hole, nor we didn’t sell
her to wicked men, nor tell a lie to papa,” said Jack,
looking very seli-righteous and virtuous.

“No,” said Uncle Will, seriously; ‘“but, my children,
the very same spirit which prompts you to use force in
any way to bring those who are weaker than yourselves
ander your power, is the same as that which caused these
wicked brothers to do so bad a deed. Never forget, my
dear children, that this is the spirit of murder, although
it does not always lead directly to it.”

“Wag that what made Cain kill Abel, Uncle Wiil?”’

“Yes; it was the same wicked spirit. He was older
than Abel, and I presume he reasoned that he ought to
know best; and so when he talked with his brother ‘in the

field,” and couldn’t make him believe as he did, nor see
things as he did, he became so angry that he killed him.

. “Hereis a little prayer that I want you to learn and
repeat every day:—

‘O Saviour, make me more like thee,

Peaceful and good and mild,

And may I daily grow to be
A harmless, gentle child.

Lord, may my deeds be kind and true,
And though I may be strong,

O may I never seek to do :
My weaker brother wrong.”

Mrs. L. D. AVERY-STUTTLE,
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College Vie

College View, Neb.

w Sanitarium Bakery,

The prepared foods from this establishment have from the first taken rank with the

VERY BEST MADE ANYWHERE,

And any one who uses them enee is ever afterward a patron. Theyare all prepared from the choicest selected grains,
and the greatest care is exercised in securing the proper scientific combination of all the ingredients entering into
their composition. Among the leading foods are the following:—

trave ers.

Granola.
(Crackers.
Wafers.

easily digested. None better.

Made from the best portions of wheat. oats, and -corn,
cooked ready for use—excellent for infants, invalids, and

Graham, Oatmeal, and Fruit.

Whole wheat, gluten, rye, oatmeal, and carbon. Just what
dy speptics and those with weak digestive organs are looking
for.

Delicious, toothsome

Pure Wheat Gluten.

Zw elbaCh (6r toast). Specially prepared and will keep like crackers.

(Cereal (Coffee.

The nitrogenous part'of wheat, espe-
cially recommended for those in a
debilitated condition.

A charming substitute for tea and coffee. De-

licious and strictly healthful.

Agents for the Sanitarium Health Food Co., and the Sanitas Food Co., Battle Creek, Mich.

2P

Send for catalogue.

Sample package of fo'ods 25 cents.

International
Dictionary

Successor of the «Unabridged.”/
The Omne Great Standard Authority,
8o writes Hon, D. J. Brewer, .
Justice U. 8, Supreme Court.
’ Standard

} of the U, S. Gov’t Priuting
{ Office, the U. S, 8
Court, -the

Warmly
Commended

13‘ State Superintendents
Schools, College Presi-

dents, and other Educators
almost without namber.

Invaluable
in the household, and to
the teacher, scholar, pro-
fessional man, and self-
educator. D

THE BEST FOR PRACTICALUSE.

-It is easy to find the word wanted. .
It is easy to ascertain the pronunciation.
It iseasy to trace the growth of a word.
- It is easy to learn what a word means.

The New York Tribune Says:—

The latest edition comes from the press with a
co:mileteness that implies the most thorough edi- ¢
torial and _typogra%»hlcal supervision. * * * The
wide public, too, finds this a work to which, it is

Q@ constantly usefulto refer.—April8, 1896, v

GET THE BEST.
P& Specimen pages sent on application to
G. & C. MERRIAM CO., Publishers,
Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.

"His Glorious Appearing.
"An Exposition of Matthew 24..

REVISED, ENLARGED, AND ILLUSTRATED.

Contains ninety-siz pages, with twenty full-page
. illustrations. work takes up Christ’'s
great p'r%zhecy of his own second com-
i'nlg, and the signs of the times are
clearly pointed out in relation to
that greatest of all events.

JUST THE BOOK FOR THE TIMES.
Instructive,
25

Interesting, Timely, and

Price, attractive board éover,

" PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond st., New York City, '

TRADE MARK REGISTERED.

CRYSTALS

prac Cereal. Endorsea
and irritable Digestive
K. Emollient, attractive,

Awhole range of cereals.

by physicians in c X
Organs, and Kidney
palatable. Unsurpafse

PAMPHLET
Turivalled in A

e Ask Dealers, or
Write to Farwel & 2

wn, N. Y., U.S.A.

NUT BUTTER MILLS.

Something new. Designed especial-
ly for converting nuts into butterfor
table and culinary purposes. Valu-
able recipes for the use of nuts.
Shelled and unshelled nuts of all kinds -
at reasonable prices. Send for de-
scriptive eireular and priee list.

JOSEPH LAMBERT,
Battle Creek, Iich.

 THE WHIRL of e CYCLONE CONTINUES.

The people are looking for a
perfect washing machine. It is
\ found only in the Cyclone, and it
o0 is 50 easy to demonstrate the fact

o™ ( intending purchssers that
agents for it are reaping arich harvest. Write
for terms aud territory to Coon Bros., 18-20
Hanover 8t., Battle Creek, Mich.

Stepsi to Christ.

In twelve chapters are presented in a simple
and beautiful manner-the steps by which a sin-
ner may be made complete in Christ. It contains
a wealth of counsel and encouragement for those
who are laboring with the difficulties that beset
a growing experience.

Price (Fleming Revelledition) - -

75

“l am surprised,”

Says Pror. E. A,

Y SHELDON, President

¢ of the State Normal

}l' School, Oswegzo,N.Y.

§ ‘‘that so much that

i is valuable for one

to know is brought

into 50 small a com-

pass and sold at se
¥ small a price.”’”

THE NEW

Webster Dictionary
AND
Complete Vest-
Pocket Library

is full of bappy sur-
Drises. Itsuccessinlly
E combines a Dietion-
ary of 45,800 words;
& complete Parlia-
mentary Manual;
Literary Guide, etc.
Positively the only
‘giogketh dictionary

. ving e pro-
uunciation of words.
Quer 300,000 cop-
ies sold.
“I shall give this

book a gla.ce in my
vest pocket, & place

that ne_ other book thus far has had.”—C. O.
QGaines, Pres. of Eastman Business College.

192 Pages, 5% X 2% in., Weight, 2 ounces.
Should be owned by every Student, Business
Man, and Person of Intelligence.
Cloth, 25 cents; Moroceo, 50 cents; Extra Qual:
ity with Three Years’ Calendar, Perpetual
Memorandum, and Safety Postage-Stamp

Holder, 60 cents, ‘

Address all orders to

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond St., New York City,

You want to succeed in life; you should be trained for sucecess.

) The CAPITAL OITY COMMEROIAL QOLLEGE and the
CAPITAL CITY SCHOOL OF SHORTHAND, Y.M.C.A. Building,

Dest Moines, Iowa, ave among the leading business fralning

schools of this country.

Board from $1.75 to $2.00 per week. All expenses,reasonable. Competent graduates are assisted in

securing positions. The best of everything.

Moines, Iowa.

Send for catalogue to Mehan & McCauley, Des
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AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE

TO SELL OUR

Splendid Seli-Pronouncing 3. . Teachers’ Combination Bible.

Our price on the Bible to égents is so very low that we must have
cash with the order, but perfect satisfaction is absolutely
guaranteed. Send at once for terms, etc.

Paaflc Press Publlshmg Company, 39 Bond Street, New York City.

The Stomach

Its Disorders and
How to Cure Them

By J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.,

SUPERINTENDENT OF THE BATTLE CREEK (MICH.) SANITARI™N,

AAAAANA N ANAAANANAAN

This book presents in a nutshell what every person ought to kaow abou:
the stomach, its funetions in health, the symptoms produced by diseasc
and the best methods of cure. The long experience of the already well
kxnown author in the treatment of stomarh disorders, in his supervision o
the Battle Creek Sanitarium, makes this & work of inestimable value. no?
only for the sick but those who desire to keep well.

THE FOLLOWING ARE LEADII?G CHAPTER HEADINGS:

Fhe Qrgans of Digastion, The Maladies of the Modern Stomach,

The Hystematic Treatment of Indigestion, Foods, The Digestive Fluids

Important and New Discoveries Relating to Digestion, Treatment of Dis

Remedies for the Home Treatment of Dyspepsia, pepsia,

Greneral View of the Digestive Process, The 8ymptoms  Dyspepsia
Quacks and Nostruins,

The work is illustrated with more than one hundred and thirts cuts
nacluding eleven full-page plates, three colored plates, ete.

This work ought to be in the hands of every dyspeptic..
PRICE, Cloth, $1.50. - - Half Buffing, $2.00.

MODERN MEDIGINE PUBLISHING COMPANY.
Battle Creek, Mich.

SOMETHING
NEW, NEAT, NICE,

And necessary, if you would
know,and have others know
the COMPLETE DECALOGUE as
God spake it from Sinai's [§
flaming summit. '

A CHART 12x18 INCHES.

On thick paper, mounted attop
andbottom withmetal and ready
o hang on the wall.

Postpaid, 25 Cents.

Postage stamps acceptable.

lnvaluable to Bible and Hlstory Students,

THE EMPIRES OF THE BIBLE

FROM THE TIME OF THE FLOOD
TO THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY.

By ALONZO T. JONES.

Recent research in Babylon and Egypt has brought to light many valu
able higtorical records that were inseribed in stone by the very men livin
those ancient times. These records and the Bible history ol the same tlme
are woven together in one connected story. Another important feature of
the book ig the tracing in a series 0of twenty-one maps, the course of those
am ires, The design of the book is unique, and every student either of Bible

story will find it invaluable.

- 410 Pages.  Cloth, Post-paid, $1.50.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY,

39 Bond Street, New York City, N. Y.
Kansas City, Mo. Oakland, Cal.

“It is the Grandest Book Sevs @ lady vhe

has read the book
| Ever Read,” entitled,

“Christ Our Saviout,”

By Mgrs. E. G. Wuaire.

We have in this book the life of ““ Christ Our Saviour’
from his birth to ascension, given in simple and direct
langnage. Itis printed in large, clear type, and is finely
illustrated by engravings made especially for it. . The
simplicity with which this “Old, Old Story’*is told, the
aptness of the illustrations, and the general appearance
of the better bound styles will attract and hold the
reader’s attention to the very close. It makes an excel-
lent birthday or holiday gift to a friend, either
young or old. 160 largeoctavo pages, bound as follows,

and will be sent postpaid at prices given.
Presentation edition, two colors, vellum cloth, embossed in jet,
green and gold, "beveled edges it 60D e, .

Fine English cloth, émbellishéd a.lummum cover.
Cloth back, board €OVers, IR COlOTS.uuvumenirianiireiceaes
Heavy tag-board covers. Bible Students -Library, No. 1

Also published in board and cloth at 50c and 75¢ in:
German, Swedish, Danish, and Spanish languages.

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUB. CO, ,
39 Bond Street, New York.

Kansas C1ry, Mo.

25
75
.50
.35

OARLAND, CaL.



768

- AMERICAN SENTINEL.

OUR

B
=0

NEW : PREMIUM : BIBLE

By special arrangement with the manufacturers of our

SELF- PRINUUNClNG S. S. TEACHERS . CUMBINATI(]N BIBLE'

S
N

We are able to give our patrons a benefit.

Premium Blble Open.

Régular price of
Bible $8.00,
with Sentinel,

1 Ye¢ar, $3.50.

Premium Bible Closed.

This Bible is bound in Tampico Morocco, Divinity Clrcult Leather Lined to Edge, Round

Corners, Red under Gold Edges, Silk Headband, Silk Marker. Ithas large, clear type (seespecimen),
sixty-four illustrations, fifteen spléndid Clear Maps, Concordance, Subject Index, Vocabulary of
proper names and foreign words with their meaning, etc. ‘

But the most unigue and important feature of this Bible is the “Combination.” This consists
in the blending of both old and new versiomns in one volume without increasing the size. The “ Com-
bination” is prized highly by those using it. The book is 1¥%x6x8Y inches, and weighs 2 pounds, 14 ounces,

and is listed at $8.00. Our offer, which we consider UNPRECEDENTED, is this:—
THIS FINE BIBLE, POSTPAID, AND THE “‘AMERICAN SENTINEL,” ONE YEAR, ﬂNLY $3.50!

The Bible may be sent to ome address, the ‘“SENTINEL™ to another.
To any one sending eight new subscriptions, with $8.00. we will present a copy

as well as new subscribers.
of this Bible as a gift.

This offer is extended to all, old

@’ For 25 cents extra we will mark on the Bible in gold letters any name desired.

SPECIMEN OF TYPE USED.

They that sealed the covenant. NEHEMIAH, X. The points of the covenant, This Bible makes a most
they have 7?/dominion over our bod-| B. . 448. [all they that had separated them-

ies, and over our caftle, at their plea- m selves from the 7% people of the lands ACCEPTABLE HOLIDAY

sure, and we are in great distress, 4. unto the law of God, their wives, their —OR—

38 And ”"?because of all this we%

sons, and their da.ughters, every one

BIRTHDAY GIFT

9make a sure covenant, and write it; gz 5 031 ™ having knowledge, and "?having s

and our ;rmces, v Le’wt%, and| .3 understanding ; to a husband, to a wife, to a child

TV priests, 2% geal unto it. e sarmar| 29 They clave to their brethren, . ’
. CHAPTER X. omsealed.” |thoin mobles, Yand entered into a | PO @ parent, to a moredistant rela-

1 The names of zhem that sealed the covenant. 29
nis of the covenani.

NOW 3those that sealed were,
@ Né-hg-mi’ah, “4the Tir‘sha-|c

tha, ® the son of Hich-g-li’ah, and |30y

Zid-ki/jah,

b cl
2 ©Sér-a-Vah, Xza-ri/ah, Jér-e-mi’- 3

ah,
3 Pish’iir, Am-ari/ah, Mil-chi’jah,
4 Hit/tiish, Sheb—afm’ah Mal/luch,
& Ha’rim, Mér’e-moth, O—ba,-dl’a.h,
6 Din‘jel, Gin/ng-thon, Bi‘ruch,
7 Mé-shiillam, A-b¥/jah, Mij/a-min,

3 Heb. at the
sealings,

curse, and into an oath, 2to walk in
God’s 1aw, which was given 5by Mo/-
geg the servant of God, and to ob-
serve and do all the commandments
of the LorD our LorD, and his judg-
ments and his statutes ;

30 And that we would notgive ¢ our
daughters unto the " people of the
land, mnor take theu' daunghters for
our sons :

81 % And if the "?people of the land
bring ware or any victuals on the
sabbath dayto sell, that we would not

37 power 38 yet for all this—our—our 9 namely,
Jeshua. etc. -14 chiefs 28 Nethinim,—peoples—that

had —(haviog) 30 peoples 31 peoples— (it) —a—

forgo 33 mesal—(an) 34 (the)—(among)—acoorditeg
to our fathers’ houses, 35 manner of trees,

tive, to anyone. It is a thing of
beauty, a joy forever.

This Remarkable Offer holds
good only during December, 1897.
After Jan. 1, 1898, the price will be
advanced.

DONT MISS IT.

Send momey by Postal Order,
Express: Order, or Bank Draft on
New York, drawn payable to the
undersigned.

Address,

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,-

39 Bond St.,

New York.
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