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UnioN with the state turns religion into a moral
poison.

THE natural effect of a Sunday rest law is to make
people exceedingly restless.

Crvin legislation makes people very uncivil when it

enters the sphere of religion.

>t

THE person who is not a friend of sinners—even Span-
ish sinners—is not a Christian.

Gop created nothing human. except the individual.
In all that is human, therefore, the individual is para-
mount.

"t

SoME people have so much religion that they not
only want to be religious for themselves, but for every-
body else. But that is not Christianity.

Pttt

JEsus CBRIST said: “Every plant which my heavénly
Father hath not planted shall be rooted up.” If Sunday
be not such a plant, no one need fear for it; but if other-
wise, it will be rooted up inspite of all the legislation,
state or national, that can ever be enacted.

»——t:

TeE most dangerous -foes with which the United
States has to deal at the present time, are not foreign
ones, but those within her own borders. The disintegra-

tion which is the result of demoralizing influences at
work upon the people of the nation, is more to be feared
than the combined armies and navies of Europe.

WHATEVER practice is wrong from the standpoint of
due regard for individual rights, ought to be suppressed
by law om all days of the week; and whatever practice is
right from that standpoint, ought not to be suppressed
by law on any day of the week.

Axy person who cannot be religious without having
a law made to regulate the conduct of other people, can-
not be religious when such a law is enacted. No person
can be a true Sabbath-keeper until he is able to keep the
Sabbath independently of all human law and of thecon-
duct of all other persons.

. <t
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The Inherited Spirit of Protestantism.

REeLIGIous persecution seems terrible enough viewed
from the standpoint of physical suffering alone. But
when we think of its blighting effeet upon the morals of
those who are brought in contact with it, the case seems
yet worse, if possible. During the Dark Ages, the very
fiends who invented the most horrible tortures for those
who were accounted heretics, and even gloated over the
dying agonies of their vietims, wore the sacred vestments
of the altar, and ministered religion in thename of Christ.

To the minds of the priest-ridden people of that age,
religion became the vehicle of vengeance, instead of an
angel of love, and was the means of steeling the hearts
of its devotees against any appeal to mercy from the
suffering. Even the nerves of delicate women were trained
to endure seenes of the most diabolical acts of inhuman-
ity. A wife, mother, or sister, was perhaps called to wit-
ness the writhing, quivering body of one dearer than life,
while the slow fire of the auto-da-fe crept from limb to
limb, wresting from its vietim piercing screams of an-
guish. To comfort her, she was told that the God she
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served required such suffering from heretics in sight of
the living, as a faint shadow of what all such must endure
through the eternal hereafter.

Such a horrible doctrine, proclaimed from -every
pulpit, and emphasized by frequent burnings of heritics,
was well.calculated to freeze out of every breast the milk
of human kindness, and implant in its stead, the icy cold-
ness of distrust and deceit. Those, therefore, who had
not courage to brave the terrors of the stake, passed
their lives in studied falsehoods and hypocritical observ-
ances to escape detection, until, with minds degraded by
habitual deception, they sank, hopeless and terror-
stricken, into the grave. )

But this was not all. In order tomake it appear that
there was a desire to lift any taint of crime from the chil-
dren of these so-called heretics, a law was enacted, pro-
viding that those who betrayed their parents should
preserve their inheritance.— Prescott’s Ferdinand and
Isabella, vol. 1, pp. 262,263. Thus children were induced
to become informers against their parents, in order to
hunt heretics out of the world. This law kept parents
from teaching the doctrines of salvation to their children,
lest they let fall some word which would be reported to
the authorities as heretical, and so cost them their lives.
Parents were afraid of their own offspring, and children
were taught to antagonize their parents, until the very
ties of nature were snapped, and life became an almost

. intolerable burden. Strange as it may seem, this terrible
work was done in the name of Him who said, “By this
ghall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one for another.” _

Stch perversion of the principles of Christianity, con-
tinued through hundreds of years, could not fail to pro-
duce pernicious’effects upon the morals of even the most
gincere believers. Hence, when the Reformation was in-
augurated, it is not so strange that, where it became
strong enough, it carried out, to some extent, the same
tactics which had ever marked the career of the Roman
Church. After the withdrawal of Henry VIIIL. from the
papal church, laws were made, especially in Elizabeth’s
reign, requiring Catholics of the realm to take an oath
which would set them absolutely and irreconcilably
against the doctrines of their church. Hallam’s “Consti-
tutional History” affirms that under similar laws, Pres-
byterians also were imprisohed, ‘branded, mutilated,
scourged, and exposed in the stocks. Catholics were
tortured and hanged. Anabaptists and Arians were
burned alive. If a secret meeting of dissenters was held,
the preacher was liable to suffer death as the penalty
Some actually had their ears pulled off, while others were
branded with hot irons. And yet the prinéipal reason
given for these coercive measures, as late as the reign of
Elizabeth, was that it was an absolute sin to tolerate
those who were in error.—Bilson’s Christian Subjection,
1585. So nearly, indeed, did that church follow Catholic
methods of persecution, that one old persecuted Puritan
of that time denounced Anglicanism as being “planted in
the blood of her mother.”

When the :Presbyterians gained ascendancy in Scot-
land, no priest was permitted to celebrate, or any wor-
shiper to hear mass, under pain of confiscation of gbods
for the first offense, of exile for the second, and of death
for the third offense. “One mass,” exclaimed Knox, “is’
more fearful to me than if ten thousand armed enemies

-were landedin any part of the realm.”—McCrie’s Life of

Knox, ed. 1840, p. 246. Servetus was burned by order
of Calvin, becaunse of his opinions on the trinity. Castellio,
for repudiating the doctrine of predestination, was driven
out of Geneva; and then pursued by Calvin with such -
unrelenting hatred, that his prospects in life became
blighted, and he sank into a condition of absolute desti-
tution, from which he was relieved only by death.

One can find a slight excuse for the Catholics, who
ever denied the right -of private judgment in matters of
religion, for their intolerance of dissenters. But when we
think of Protestantism being founded on the doctrine of
the right of private judgment, what excuse can be offered
for the course of Protestants in this direction? If the
exercise of private judgment in religious matters is not
only a right, but a duty, as Protestantism affirms, how
absurd for it to brand even honest error as criminal, and
to prescribe beforehand, through the civil law, the con-
clusion to which believers must arrive. Is it not plain
that wherever such a course is taken, it reveals the same
spirit back of it that caused the best blood of past cen-
turies to be yielded upon the altar of religious.-bigotry
and intolerance? ‘

But what gave persecution its firstimpetus? Histor-
ical extracts ‘in' previous papers have shown it to be the
effort to destroy the Sabbath of the fourth command-
ment, and to put forward in its place the pagan festival
of the sum, or Sunday. The persecution started by that
effort grew into a gigantic system, which swept millions
off the earth under the most terrible tension of affairs.
Probably those who inaugurated the work had not the
least idea of the magnitude it would attain; but when
once loose rein is given to the passion of intolerance, like
all other excitements it passed beyond the control of
those who thought they had it well in hand.

But what about the present clamor for a civil law to
uphold the same day of the sun, %y which such terrible
consequences were realized? Is it not a revival of the
old controversy, aver which the church of the early ages
divided, and which since then has ever caused bitterness
to dwell in the hearts of those who held the ascendancy
in matters of religion? If the struggle then to maintain’
the Sunday festival without se¢riptural support, resulted
in such bitter persecution, is it not probable that the
same effort now, will ultimately produce a similar spirit,
with corresponding results? J. 0. ¢

e

EiTHER take Chfist in yourlives, or cast him out of
your lips; either be that thou seemest, or else be what
thou art.—Dyer. ‘
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Short Sermons on Religious Liberty.

MaisoriTies seldom have a convietion.
WE ought to obey God rather than man.—Bible.
TRUE worship springs from voluntary loving service.

Pure civil government never persecuted because of
religious belief. :

IT was with a kiss that Judas betrayed his divine
Master; and we should all be admonished, whatever our
faith may be, that the rights of conscience can not be so
successfully agsailed as under the pretext of holiness.—
Richard M. Johnson. ’ '

A GOVERNMENT without law is no government at all;
but it does not follow that that law should be religious
in its character.

TEE acts of faith and obedience to which the gospel
calls us is a reasonable service to which we are to be
drawn by themercies of God and not driven by theterrors
of men.—Clark’s History of Intolerance.

No buman law has a right to interfere with a man’s
belief, his freedom of comnscience, his right to worship bis
Creator when and how he will, so long as he does not
trespass on the rights of others.— 7. E. Richardson.

We can not consistently deny liberty to our fellow-
man and expect long to have it granted to us.’

TaE true doctrine of Christian liberty is not simply
our right to think and act for ourgelves, but the recog-
nition on our part of the right of the other man to think
and act for himself. W. E. C.

An English Protest Against Sunday Laws.

ONE of the leading dailies of London, Eng.,—the
Chronicle—recently in taking notice of a prosecution
under the Sunday statutes, said:—

“When will people learn that it is impossible to en-
force a religious obgervance of Sunday by law? Or when
will Parliament spare half an hour for the repeal of our
ridiculous Sabbatarian acts? Now and again some poor
old woman in a slum is summoned by a spy under a stat-
ute of Elizabeth for having sold him two kippers on a
Sunday; and now at Caversham. near Reading, three
men have been prosecuted for playing football on Sunday
afternoon, contrary to an early act of Charles I. The
magistrates, under the chairmanship of Lord Saye and
Sele (whose name in itself savors of Charlés I.’s reign), of
course, dismissed the summons, not because it was spite-
ful and ludicrous, but because the three men ‘did not con-
stitute a concourse of non-parishioners within the mean-
ing of the act” The act forbids all sports and pastimes
on Sundays to any concourse of non-parishioners, whilst
all of us, even if parishioners, are debarred from bear-
baiting, bull-baiting, interludes, common plays, or any
other unlawful exercises or pastimes such as are so popu-
lar amongst all ages and all classes to-day. It is a
strange thing that the moment we touch law we seem as
a nation to lose our sense of absurdity. Andasto peo-

ple who get upsummonses of this kind, they areundoubt-
edly the direct descendants of those Puritans who hated
bear-baiting, not because it gave pain to the bear, but
beeause it gave pleasure to the spectators.”

The Chronicle tails, however, to recognize that all ob-
servance of Sunday must be religious, since Sunday is a
purely religious institution.

Items of W. C. T. U. History.
BY MRS, 8. M. I. HENRY.

JusT one thing was presented as possible for me to
do for my friend’s husband; that was to send him a mes-
sage through the mail. I felt how unconventional it
would be, and hesitated a long time; but at last as I
could get no rest from the burden of it, [ wrote a very
brief note of gospel warning and invitation, based on
what [ had discovered, when he had compelled me to see
him at his worst. T appealed to his fatherly nature, and
entreated him for the sake of his children to stop short
in the course that was taking him to eternal ruin. I did
not “mince matters.” Irealized the necessity of saying
what I had to say in as few and forcible words as pos-
sible so that their meaning should not escape a mud-
dled brain, or beutterly lost if flung away in a flash of
anger.

‘When the note was ready for the mail I laid iton a
chair before me, and kneeling in prayer gave it to the
Lord. ‘You made me do it,”” was my trembling appeal,
“and now you must go with it, or it bad better never
have been done.” That prayer was easy,for I felt a great
sense of need. I was not yet, however, free from the feel-
ing that I had done a very strange, and perhaps an un-
warrantable thing; and as soon as the letter had gone
to the letter box, I would have given anything to have
had it back safely in my hands again. All the morning I
was harassed and unable to go on with the literary work
which was occupying me during those days; until again
T knelt and said to God, “Lord, you made me do this; I
wrote that letter to that bad man for you; now take the
burden of it away and let me go about my work, for I
must do it. I cannot be worried over this any longer. I
must depend on you to take care of this strange thing
which you compelled me to do. I give it up,—take care
of it,—I will trust it all to you!” And from that instant
I was free. When three o’clock came I found that Icould
pray with such faith and confidence as I had not had at
any time before since I had assumed this strange new re-
sponsibility.

" It was in this experience that ‘I learned the relation
between words and deeds in prayer; that prayer to be
real must have in it the elements of activity.

Two or three days thereafter as I was on my way to
the Public Library I met my friend; she grasped my hand
and said:—

“I was going to see you; come into this office; Iwant
to tell you something.”
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We entered into a sewing machine store and found a
corner where we could talk quietly, when she said:—

“The strangest thing has happened. Mr. R. came
home the other day sober, threw a letter into my lapand
said: ‘Read that’! It was your letter. I read it, he
standing before me; I knew he was watching me close; O,
but I was afraid! I thought:—she does not dream of
what she is doing to me by this letter. I did not dare let
him know when I had finished it; I expected blows; I did
nob know what dreadful thing might happen, so I kept
acting as though I could not quite make it all out; but
at last he said: ‘Well, what do you think of that?’ I
tried to answer carelessly, but I had to try two or three
times before I could say, ‘I don’t know: what do you
think?’” ‘

Then it was with tears and sobs mingled with Jaugh-
ter that she tried to repeat what he had said. It was all
so different from anything that she could have expected,
as God’s work always must be.

*‘Roxy,’ he said, ‘it 18 God’s truth, every word of it;
I am a lost man, and I want you to pray for me.” Just
think of that. He asked me to pray for him when I had
expected curses and perhaps blows. O, how I prayed!
We knelt there together for the first time in all our lives,
and I never thought of a doubt or a fear. I just toldOur

Father all about him, and us all, and how J. cried and -

prayed! I never would have believed it possible, for he
-never cries. Heis a very proud man. It was a proof of
God such as I have needed all these years. He has been
converted truly, and Ishall always be so glad it was at
‘home with me, for I thought he had no more love for me.
T thought he hated me. I'should have supposed I must
get out of the way if there had been any signs that he
was thinking of trying to do different; that the sight of
me would have driven every good thought away. God
-sent him home to me in this way,for my good I know. I
wanted to fly to you, but we have had so much talking
.and praying to do that I couldn't get .to it, until this
morning. It has made a revolution in our home, and my
boy feels the change already.”

I must leave my readers to imagine the song of praise
-that filled our hearts, and the effect which this story of
.salvation had on me. It was a lesson to me, that T have
-tried never to forget; and as I recall it, it always stands

as a demonstration of how truly the Holy Spirit has Jed
-us in ways that we had not known from the beginning of

-our work. : .
‘This man’s gareer was woven in with the development

-of our rescue work for men,and he became one of our
.strong helpers.

WaAT volumes have been written, what laborious
-“germons” preached, what ingenuity exercised, on the
-part of men, to overthrow that simple statement of Scrip-
-ture which says, “The seventh day is the Sabbath’!
What a hard work it is, truly,for puny man tooverthrow
-one of the words of God! As well might omne try to beat

.down Gibraltar with a club.

"Law Makers for the Universe.
BY T. R.-"WILLIAMSON.

Gop chose to make beings just like himself, only fi-
nite, having limited powers, while his powers are unlim-
ited. . .

His people are called “Somns of God.” 1 John 3:2.
The ‘“brethren of the Son of God.” Heb. 2:11,17. They
are said to be ‘“‘partakers of the divine nature.” They .
are called “gods,’”” and it is said-that in the future they
are to be ‘“‘equal unto the angels,”” and “as the angels.”
Now no series of appellations can be imagined which
could show to as great a degree as do these terms, the
dignity, the glory, of the position which God designed and
designs that his people shall occupy.

“Sons of God,” “partakers of the divine nature,”
what can be greater than this? :

They are then to be able to choose between good and

evil just as independently as God himself would choose.
They are called “gods’’ in Ps. 82:6. This is no mere fig-
ure of speech or superlative expression; nothing of the
kind. “God” is the family name, the title of grandeur,
and they who are made God’s sons and daughters,
who actually partake of God’s nature, as truly become
Gods as children born into the Jones family become
Jones. .
Read Daniel 4 for a description of King Nebuchad-
nezzar’s period of lunacy and you will see that the angels
may and do demand of the central government, the gov-
ernment of heaven, the issuing of such decrees as are ne-
cessary tn the ruliag of this world, and if of this world
then of all worlds. The angels then have an important
part to act in governing and ordering the affairs of the
whole great universe, and God’s children are to be equal
unto the angels.

They too will act just such a part; for Jesus says,
they “‘shall sit with me in my throne;” and as the uni-
verse was made by and for Christ (Col. 1:16), he will,
under the Father’s direction, rule the universe; and his
People sitting with him, sharing with him “in histhrone,”
will help him rule the universe. )

The people of God will judge angels and men. 1 Cor.
6:2,3. “Him thatovercometh will I make a pillar in the
temple of my God.” Pillars uphold the building; God’s
temple is the seat of his government, of his authority, the
Capitol building of the whole universe of worlds.

To be a pillar, an upholder, there, is to have a share
in the government. “And I will write upon him the
name of my God; and the name of the New Jerusalem,
the city of my God, and I will write upon him my new
name.”’ o ‘

Have you ever seen a sailor ashore from one of the
huge battleships of the navy? And have you noted that
across his breast, or on his cap, in bold letters, was
printed the name of his vessel, ‘“‘Kentucky,” or “York-
town,” or “Illinois,” or “Indiana”? Well, just so, as the
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saints of God, paifed and twinned with angels, plant their
shining feet upon the glittering worlds of eternity, swift
winged from the grandeur of the sphere where shines the
located throne of God, bearing-in hand or by word of
mouth some gentle yet mighty decree of Omnipotence,
enacted at their request, they will show in blazing bril-
liance, on brow and breast and belt, the lustrous names
of the Royal €City, of the King’s Son, and of the King him-
self, eternal, immortal.

Such is your transcendent privilege; such may be
your magnificent destiny. O, poor delver in this world’s
hardships and darkness. And if such be my future right,
can you not, O earthly governments, O earthly courts,
allow me to take direction, even here, from the King him-
self, in all things pertaining exclusively to his service?
If I may be entrusted with a share in supervising the af-
fairs of eternity, can you not, as long as I harm no-man,
allow me to think and to act for myself with reference to
my duty to God in this world?

Tallmadge, O.

- t—

Decision Touching Religious Exercises in the
Public Schools of Missouri.

AN important decision touching the question of the
legality of religious exercises in the public schools of Mis-
souri, is that lately rendered by Attorney-General Crow,
of that State. The decision is in answer to the following
questions raised by the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, John R. Kirk:—

“lst. Is there legalauthority for such religious exer-
cises?

“2nd. 1f there is authority for suchreligious exercise
within school hours, can the teacher require pupils of the
school to give attention to the prayer if they do not vol-
unteer to do so; or, if the teacher has authority to con-
duct such religious exercise, may & portion of the children
retain their seats and pursue such studies as they prefer
to pursue during the exercise?”’

The attorney-general said ia reply:—

“Reading the Lord’s Prayer is certainly manifesting
that degree of reverence which constitutes worship. The
continuous reading of the Bible and repeating the Lord’s
Prayer cannot be done by believers in Christianity with-
out feclings of deepest gratitude and a holy sense of
honor, reverence. adoration and homage to the Supreme
Being, which is the essence of worship.

“This exercise, therefore, being a form of religious
worship, and the same being done as one of the rules and
exercises of our public schools, it necessarily and logically
follows that a public school house is therefore made a
place of worship. Referring now to that part of our con-
stitution which provides ‘that no person can becompelled
to erect, suppors, or attend any place of worship,” it must
be borne in mind that the tax paid by our citizens for the
erection and maintenance of the public schools is an in-
voluntary tax, one which they are by the provisions of
law ‘compelled to pay.” Thus he becomes ‘compelled’ to
erect, support, and maintain a place of worship, if such
religious worship is suffered in a public school.

“I am, therefore, of the opinion that religious wor-
ship ean not be indulged in any of our public schools,
and that repeating the Lord’s Prajyer, being, as sug-
gested by you, religious worship, may be excluded there-
from.

“To compel any pupil against his conscience to par-
ticipate and observe any suchexercise is a vile perversion
of the Constitution guaranteeing freedom of conscience
and religious worship. . . .

“Such practice would produce religious and sectarian
strife in every school district in the state. No matter
how innocent or honestly done, it would constitute the
first step toward a union of ehurch and state, which logi-
cally involves the last step.”

Let no one entertain the idea thatantagonism to the
conducting of religious exercises in the publicschools nec-
essai'ily means antagonism to religion. Such antago-
nism as that represented in the above decision is based
upon justice; and there is no antagonism between ' jus-
tice and Christianity. On the contrary, Christianity de-
mands that justice be done in every matter; hence it is
true that Christianity itself demands that religious exer-

" cises should not be conducted in the public schools.

When religion enters into partnership with the state
in any matter, it becomes debased and changed into &
moral poison. Out of regard therefore both for religion
and for mankind, we oppose such a partnership in the
public schools.

——
ot

The True Sign and the False.
BY C. H. KESLAKE.

THE evidence thus far given that Sunday is the mark
of the papacy has by no means been exhausted.

By studying the prophecy (Rev. 13:11-18) still fur-
ther it will be seen that while the mark of the beast
(papacy) is being enforced there are those who will not
receive the mark either in their right hand or their fore-
heads.. Instead of this they are brought to view as
receiving the “Father’s name in their foreheads.”” Rev.
14:1.

It will be apparent that the mark of the beast is a
rival institution to that which is called the “Father’s
name.”” The number who receive the Father’s name are
spoken of as being 144,000 Whether this means exactly
the number orrepresents a larger number, is not neces-
sary to be discussed in this article.

If as has been proved Sunday is the mark of the pa-
pacy and it is a rival of that which is called the ‘“‘Father’s
name,” it must be that at the very time when strong
efforts are being made to enforce Sunday as the mark
there would be another day laying claim to recognition
as the Sabbath and which really contains the Father’s
name. g .

And furthermore, if Sunday is represented as being a
sign (and this has abundantly been shown to be the case
in these articles), we should naturally expect to find that
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this particular day, of which Sunday is the rival, has not
only the Father’s name in it, but also is said in Scripture
to be a sign.

No one who is at all acquainted with the religious
movements in this country for the last half century or
more, can deny that there has indeed been another day
contended for as the Sabbath, that really does con-
tain the Father’s name and is positively called by God
himself his sign. That day is the seventh day of the
week.

For proof on this point we turn to Ex. 20:8-11, “Re-
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy,” ete.

This is the fourth precept of the Decalogue, and it
can readily be seen that it contains God’s name,—“In
six days the Lord [Jehovah] made heaven'and earth,”
ete.

Of the sanctuary that God commanded Moses to
build,and in which the Iaﬁv—the tencommandments—was
put, it is frequently said that God’s name was there.
For instance, Deut. 16:6: “But at the place which the
Lord thy God shall choose to put his name in, there thou
shalt sacrifice the passover, at even, at the going down
of the sun, at the season that thou camest forth out of
Egypt.” Also of the temple which Solomon built and
dedicated, and which replaced the movablestructure that
Moses built, it is said (1 Kings 8:29): “That thine eyes
may be open toward this house night and day, even to-
‘ward the place of which thou hast said, My name shall be
there,” ete.

No less plainly and more so if there is any difference
at all, is the seventh day called a sign. In Ex. 31:13 we
read: “Speak also unto the children of Israel, saying,
Verily mySabbaths ye shall keep; for it is a sign between
me and you.”” The same thing is stated again in verses
16,17. And yet again in Eze. 20:12, 20 we have the
same truth uttered, “Moreover -also I gave them my
Sabbaths to be a sign between me and them, that they
might know that I am the Lord that sanctify them.”
“And hallow my Sabbaths, and they shall be a sign be-
tween me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord
your God.” ’ ‘

Let it be remembered that it is not simply man who

. thus speaks of the seventh day as the sign of God, but it
is God himself who says it. And because God says it,
the seventh day is now being set forth as the sign of the

Creator, and the people of this country—yes, and of the .

whole world—are asked to recognize it as such.
But just here it is proper to state most emphatically
that under no consideration is governmental recognition

and aid asked for the seventh day as is the case with"

Sunday. Being the sign of God’s eternal power in crea-
tion and redemption, it could not in the very nature of
things ask such aid; while it is perfectly consistent that
for Sunday, being the sign of the papacy which has never
used any other power than that of the governments of
earth, such help should be asked.

No, indeed; the seventh day as the sign of God ap-
peals to the individual conscience, leaving to the individ-

ual himself the decision whether he will recognize the day
or not; leaving him to answer before God’s tribunal and
not man’s, for his action, whether for or against. And
this is in perfect Harmony with the principles recog-
nized in the American Constitution, as explained by those
who framed it.

The two days—the Sabbath and Sunday-—are now
and have been for years, before us; the prophecy is being
fulfilled, and we are called upon to choose which we will
accept. And be it ever remembered that it cannot be
both at one time. That important results hang upon
the issue before us will be pointed out int future articles.

Meanwhile the reader is asked, Which day will you
accept—the seventh day, the true Sabbath, which con-
tains the Father’s name, and is God’s sign? or the Sun-
day, which is never in the Scripture called the Sabbath
or Lord's day; is not nor ever can be God’s sign; but"
is and always has been from the first the sign of the
papacy?.

What Is the Kingdom of God?

It is the fond dream of many that the kingdom of
God is to be ushered in, or at least hastened, by political
action. It was Miss Willard who said some years since:
“The kingdom of God must enter the realm of law
through the gateway of polities.” But what is the king-
dom of God?

In the epistle to the Romans, the apostle says, “The
kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness
and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.”” Certainly in this
senge the coming of the kingdom of God could be in no
way hastened by political action. Politics is not a means
of grace.

Wherever Christ reigns there is his kingdom. To his
disciples he said, ‘“Verily I say unto you, there be some
standing here which shall not taste of death, till they
have seen the kingdom of God come with power. And
after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James,
and John, and leadeth them up into a high mountain

“apart by themselves: andhe was transfigured before them.
And his raiment became shining exceeding white as snow;
80 as no fuller on earth can white them. And there ap-
peared unto them Elias with Moses and they were talk-
ing with Jesus.” And again he said, “The kingdom of
God is within you.”

In the transfiguration, they saw the kingdom of God
in miniature; saw it as it will exist when all God’s people
shall be gathered home. There was Christ the King, all
glorious in his royal apparel; there, too, were Moses and
Elias; the first representing those who, having fallen
asleep in Jesus, will be raised to immortality at his ap-
pearing; the second, representing the living saints who
shall be changed to immortality and be translated with-
out seeing death, even as was Elijah.

But the heart subdued by the love of God, cleansed
by the blood of Christ, changed by the transforming
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influence of the Spirit of God, is also a fit type of the
kingdom of God, for there is the new man, the subject to
Christ the everlasting King. There is a throne in every
heart and Christ is thelawful king. Too often theusurper
sits enthroned where Christ should reign, but the kingdom
belongs none the less to God; so that it is true of every
man, whether he recognizes the fact or not, that the
kingdom of God is within him. But the ushering in of
the kingdomn of God in this sense is beyond the power of
earthly rulers.

Our Lord said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”
And when some would have taken him by force and made
him a king he hid himself from them. Had he come
bearing the symbols of a princely lineage, had he sought
honor ‘of men, had he courted political preferment, in
short, had he coveted an earthly throne, doubtless.the
multitudes who scorned him and who joined in the cruel
ery, Crucify him, crucify him! would have united in
crowning him king of the Jews.

But Jesus Christ received not honor of men., They
could add nothing to him. Each can for himself give to
his Lord that which is already his—A sinful, wayward
heart;”’ and this once given, Christ will cleanse it, making
it a fit temple for his own abode; but men can never give
to Christ any other kingdom than their own hearts. He
receives his kingdom from the Father, who says to him,
““Ask of me and I shall give thee the heathen for thine in-
heritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession. Thou shaltrule them with a rod of iron; thou
shalt dash themin pieceslike a potter’svessel.”” Ps. 2:8,9.

Our Saviour likened himself to a nobleman going
into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and
to return. Cf. Mark 13:34 with Luke 19:11,12. He re-
ceives that kingdom as promised in the second Psalm, at
the conclusion of the judgment described in Dan. 7:9,10.
‘This judgment decides who are to be the subjects of that
kingdom. The giving of the kingdom is described in
verses 18 and 14. Following this comes the ruling with
a rod of iron, the breaking in pieces like a potter’s vessel.
“According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury
to his adversaries, recompense to his eneﬁnies; to the
islands will he repay recompense.” Isa.59:18. “Out of
his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should
smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of
iron; and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and
‘wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and
-on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS.” Rev. 19:15,186.

This earth was not created to be forever the abode
of sin and rebellion against God. It was created to be
peopled with a raceloyal to their Creator. “For thus

.saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself
that formed the earth and made it; he hath established
“it, he created it not in vain; he formed it to be inhabited;
I am the Lord and there is noneelse.”” Isa.45:18. Of
‘the character of those who are to inhabit the earth, the
psalmist says: “The meek shall inberit the earth; and
shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.”

“The Lord knoweth the days of the upright: and their-
inheritance shall be forever.” Ps.87:11,18. The apostle
Peter, also, speaking of God’s purpose concerning the
earth, says that notwithstanding the fact that it is to
be destroyed by fire, even as it was onee overthrown by
water, ‘Nevertheless, we, according to his promise, look
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:13.

The future glorious kingdom of God for which our
Saviour teaches us to pray, saying, “Our Father which
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth,” is,
then, nothing less than this earth purged by the fires of
the last day, and restored te its Eden glory by the power
of him who sits upon the throne, when he shall say in the
presence of all his redeemed people, “Behold, I make all
things new.” Then from the' ashes of the present world
shall come forth the new earth, promised long; the hope
of saints and sages, of patriarchs and prophets; and as
before the astonished gaze of the saved of all ages it
springs at once into verdure, as they see it ‘“‘rejoice and
blossom as the rose,” as ‘“the excellency of Carmel and
Sharon’ are given unto it, from the lips of that throng
“which no man can number,” will burst that glad shout
of praise, “‘Blessing and honor, and glory, and power be
unto him that sitteth upon the throne and unto the
Lamb forever and ever.”

The work of preparing subjects for this glorious king-
domisnowgoing on inthe earth. This gospel of the king- ‘
dom is being preached “in all the world for a witness”
(Matt. 24:14); and soon the end will come. But only the
gospel can prepare men to enter this kingdom; and only
its preaching in the demonstration and power of the
Spirit of God can hasten the coming of that day. “Not
by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.”
“The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” Human
governments are powerless in this matter. God alone
‘“can bring a clean thing out of an unclean.”

c. P. B.

Inconveniences of Royalty.

Ax English paper says that the other day, when
Queen Victoria was seated in her drawing-room, with
several of her household in attendance, the lamp placed
close beside her began to smoke. To the horror and as-
tonishment of the company the Queen promptly raised
her august hand and turned down the flame.

“Your majesty,” said thelady in waiting inawestruck
tones, “why did you trouble to do that yourself?”’

“Because,” said the Queen, “if I had called out, “This
lamp is smoking!” one of you ladies would have said to
the equerry, ‘See! the lamp is smoking!” and the equerry

.would have called out to the nearest servant, ‘Here! the

Queen’s lamp is smoking!” and that servant would have
called to a footman to attend to it, and all the time the
lampwould have gone on smoking; so I preferred to turn
it down myself.”
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ArTERall that has been said about the horrorsof Ar-
menia and of India, and the profound interest that has
been awakened thereby throughoutthe civilized world, the
following words of Senator Gallinger relative to the situ-
ation in Cuba, spoken in the U. S. Senate on the 23rd
inst., need n(} apology for coming tothe ears of the Amer-
ican people.

* * *

SENATOR GALLINGER had just returned from a trip to
Cuba, and spoke from the standpoint of his personal in-
vestigations in the island. In his speech he said: “The
number of people who have starved in Cuba will never be
definitely known. It is estimated that 800,000 were
driven from their homes into the cities and towns. I had

it from Spanish authority that, according to their fig- -

ures, 225,000 have already perished, but it is said that
the Red Cross Society is in possession of figures showing
that 425,000 Cubans have died as a result of Spanish
cruelty from starvation, and that 200,000 more must
inevitably die, making an aggregate of 625,000, or al-
most twice the population of the District of Columbia or
of the State of New Hampshire. Dr. Lesser, an authority
on the results of famine, who is on the ground, says that
of the 175,000 not taken into account above, at least
5 per cent.of them will die, making a grand total of 634,-
000 deaths of men, women, and children as a result of

Weyler’s inhuman and barbarous decree. It may be that’

the Government of Spain and the cities of Havana and
Mantanzas are doing something to relieve this terrible
suffering, but if so I did not see any evidence of it. The
hope of the poor remaining suiferers is in this great Gov-
ernment, and Heaven be thanked, our people are reach-
ing out the hand of sympathy and affectionate interest
in the shape of food, medicine, and clothing.”

*
* *

FroM carefully-prepared statistics, it appears that
during the great civil war in America, 150,000 lives were
lost on the Federal side, and 133,000 on the side of the
Confederacy. By comparing these figures with those
furnished by investigations in Cuba, some idea may be
gathered of the awful magnitude of the storm of death

" and ruin that has been sweeping the island for the past

two years, while it was asserted by Spain and recognized -

as a fact by this Government, that no war existed in
Cuba at all! It should beremembered also that compar-
atively few of the casualties of our civil war were attended
by horrors greater than that of swift death on the field

of battle; and the victims were ‘for the most part brave-
men, and not women and children.

*
* "

AND why is all this appalling sacrifice of human life, .
with its attendant flood of suffering and ruin? Oh, it is-
in order that the government in Cuba may continue to -
be Spanish, and not some other government! A weighty
reason, truly, for the'killing of hundreds of thousands of-
people! Yet it illustrates the principle upon which all-
human governments proceed. Each one of them assumes.
the right to perpetuate its own existence, at no matter-
what sacrifice of human life and happiness. What then-
is government, that it should be so much more sacred
than humanity? Isthere anything. indeed, on earth, og-
more importance than human welfare?

*

. * % [l

WouLD not some other government than the Spanish:.
do just as well for the people. of Cuba? The answer given:
by the majority of Americans would be that almost any
other government would do better. But nomatter what .
a government may be—good or bad—it always holds it- -
self to be most sacred, and counts resistance against it
as the highest crime. And if the government is in dan--
ger, it asks and if necessary requires that the citizens -
under it should surrender their lives for its defen<e.

*
* *

ArLL Europe is to-day, as it has been for years, an
armed camp. Why is this? Is it because all the people -
there love to fight with one another?—Oh, no; nobody
supposes that. A great many of them have such a dislike -
for it that they are willing to journey thousands of miles
to a strange country, where they will not have to spend -
years of the best part of their lives in military service Is .
it because the people of one nation are afraid that the
people of another nation are bent’ on doing them ~ome -
injury? or because they contemplate some great misery
that would overtake them in case the government were -
overthrown?;—No; the people themselves, in any nation,
are not bent upon injuring other people; indeed, the -
spread of socialism through Europe hasdeveloped a bond
of sympathy and union between the people of the various
nations in opposition to the spirit of war. so that it has .
been a question whether the socialist movement, should
it continue to augment, would not lLe able soon to pre- -
vent war through the simple refusal of the common peo-
ple—its adherents—to fight at the dictation of their -
rulers. Nor can it be said that in most of the countries -
of Europe, the people would not be just as well off under
another government than the one which now holds their -
allegiance. There is no reason to doubt that should
England conquer those countries and set up her own
government in the place of those nowexisting, the people
would be better off than they were before; for Anglo-
Saxon civilization is the best that the world affords.
But should England attempf it, the very people who -
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would be benefitted by the establishmentof her rule would
no doubt reeist her to the last; and they would do this
to maintain the government. Such is the power that has
been acquired over men’s minds by the idea that the
preservation of the government, whethergood or bad,
- is paramount to everything else.
* * *

Bur it is not true that the government is the most
sacred thing on earth. It is not true that any govern-
ment is paramount to the people under it. Governmeént
is but the creature, and the people constitute its creator.
Government, like anything else, is of value only as it
fulfills the purpose for which it was instituted.
ever degree it becomes perverted, its value is lessened.
And it is a fact thatin almost every country on the earth,
from the time of Nimrod down to the present, human
government has perverted the object of its institution on
the earth. It remained for the founders of this Republic,
after thelapse of centuries of such perversion, to announce
to the world once more thetrue principles of government,
and to set up a government upon those principles. The
Declaration of Independence, declaring that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and
that the purpose of governments is to preserve these
rights, set forth the principles of government; and the
American Constitution came into being as thefoundation
of a government established upon them.

*
* *

GOVERNMENTS are to be preserved not in their own
interests, but in the interests of the people. When it be-
comes truethat the preservation of a governmentisnotin
the interests of the prople, the sooner it goes out of exist-
ence, the better.

* ‘* *

As regards the manner in which Spanish government
in Cuba served the interests of the people, it will be of in-
terest to refer again to the speech of Senator Gallinger.
Upon that point he said: “Let us look at the matter of
taxation. In addition to all direct and indirect taxes on
real estate, there i8 a tax on every door, every window,
and every chimney in every house. There is a tax on
every letter in every business sign. There is a tax on
every name on every hotelregister. Licenses are required
to build houses and to paint houses. There is a tax on
food animals as a whole and also a special tax on the
horns, the hoof, and the hides. In addition to all this,
the interest on the debt is a tremendous burden, the sal-
ary of Spanish officials is beyond all reason, and the
amount of money wrung from the Cubans to keep the
Madrid Government from complete insolvency is simply
enormous. What would we think of such a government
as that? No people on the face of the earth have been so
oppressed, the treasury of Spain being literally supplied

In what- -

from the revenue extorted from Cuba and the Philippine
Islands.” - o

*
* *

Tais is only one point in which the Spanish govern-
raent fails to fulfill the purposeof government,in proving
an injury rather than a benefit to the people. Another
and evengreater oneconsists in its unionwith thechurch.
For of all things that sap the vitality of nations and
bring demoralization and degeneracy upon the- people,
there is nothing that takes precedence of a union of church
and state.

et

Diamond Jubilee Memorial to Queen Victoria.

“Present Truth,”’ London, Eng.

TaE following petition signed by 836,250 women of
the United Kingdom, has been laid before Her Majesty
by the Secretary of State. None but women were allowed
to sign it, and all signatures were of those over sixteen
years of age. The petition, it will be seen, asks for noth-
ing that can in any way affect the petitioners personally,
but is concerned only with the welfare of others. There
is no desire to curtail religious liberty, but there is a feel-
ing that there should not be a class privileged under the
name of liberty to exercise despotism. It is no wonder,
however, if the followers of him who exalts himself above
the law of God,should treat with contempt all human
law:—

“MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY—

“We, your Majesty’s loyal and loving subjects, while
thankfully acknowledging the goodness of Almighty God
in preserving your valuable life, and extending your ben-
eficent reign to a period beyond that enjoyed by any of
your royal predecessors; and while further acknowledg-
ing the innumerable blessings which have been bestowed
upon your subjects throughout your vast dominions,
and the many humane laws which have been sanctioned
by Your Majesty for the promotion of their well being,
happiness and freedom; desire earnestly to plead on be-
half of a large number of women within these realms,
who do not share in such freedom, benefits and blessings,
as the rest of Your Majesty’s subjects are favored to
enjoy.

“Your Majesty’s memorialists venture to point out
the following facts:— :

“(a) That since the early part of the present century
865 convents have been established in Great Brit-
ain and Ireland, about 800 having been instituted
during Your Majesty’s reign. -

“{b) That no public record of the number of inmates
of these institutions is known to exist; but it is
estimated that the women in these convents must
at the present time be not less than 20,000.

“(¢) That many young persons of tender age are in-
duced in a moment of enthusiasm, and by means
of false and highly-colored representations of the
character of a nun’s life—together with the prom-
ise of celestial rewards at its close—to enter con-
vents, and find, when awakened to ‘the dread real-
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ities around them, that they are involved in hope-
less imprisonment.

“(d) That with regard to the structural arrange-
ments of conventual buildings, many of them are
surrounded by high walls, that both the entrance
and the inper doors are trebly secured, and that
underground cells are known to exist; showing
that all possible means are used for giving effect
to the canon law of the church of Rome, which
inexorably insists that nuns be made veritable
prisoners for life. This law enacts, ‘That nun-
neries be carefully closed and egress forbidden to

" the nuns under any . pretext whatever without
episcopal license,” i. e., of those who are deeply
interested in keeping them -where they are. Fur-
ther om it is stated that ‘if a nun of her own ac-
cord throws off her habit [desirous of returning
to her natural life] no allegation should be heard,
but being compelled to return to the Convent,

" they must be punished as apostates.” This law
is supreme in every enclosed convent in YourMaj-
esty’s dominions.

“(e) That the knotted cord disciplines are used more
or less in all Convents, and the more austere orders
use the steel-spiked wire whips, called iron disci-
‘plines, and other terrible instruments of torture.

“(f) That nuns, being under vows, are not free
agents. The will of the Superior is in all Con-
vents absolute, and all correspondence to and
from the Convent is read by her or by one whom
she may delegate; and all communications not
approved by the Superior are withheld, mutilated
or destroyed, as she may determine. Generally
an iron grating, built in the wall, separates the
nun from her visitor, whilst close by stands an-
other nun, to hear every word, and spy upon
every action passing between them. Thus, free
intercourse is rendered impossible, and no nun has
the opportunity of making known to her friends
without, any wrong from which she may be suffering.

“(g) That nuns have been transported from the Brit-
ish Isles against their will; your Majesty’s memo-
rialists therefgre plead that the deportation of
nuns from Enghsh Convents to affiliated institu
tions on the Continent should be made impossible
without due registration and license from the ecivil
authorities.

“(h) That private burial grounds being attached to
Convents, in which interments have been seen to
take place at night, and having regard to the fact
that there is no specific registration existing of
the names and numbers of the inmates, the Con-
vent authorities have great facilities for avoiding
the holding of coromers’ inquests, and for evading
the provisions of the burial laws.

(1) That the- inspection of prisons, lunatic asylums,
factories, workshops, ete., has brought comfort
and liberty to many thousands of Your Majesty’s
subjects; while Convents in Great Britain, unlike
those even in Roman Catholic countries, are exempt
from any kind of state supervision.

“(j) That your memorialists are mindful of the bene-

. fits conferred under British rule, upon your Maj-

esty’s Indian subjects by the abolition of a long .

established religious rite, called Suttee, whereby,
Hindoo widows, under the delusion that they

would therebv attain eternal beatitude, immo-
lated themselves upon the funeral pile of their de-
ceased husbands, causing hundreds of livesto be
sacrificed annvally, which abolition resulted in
giving general satisfaction to Your Ma]esty s sub-
jects. They are therefore absolutely convineed of
the necessity for equally stringent laws being passed
to prevent praetices not less unnatural and eruel
and withal of life-long duration inseparable from
Convent life.

“Your Majesty’s memorialists therefore humbly pray
that ‘Your Majesty may be graciously pleased, in
the circumstances above stated, to eause a search-
ing inquiry to be made into the system and prac-
tices of all conventual establishments within your
realm, and to institute such public control over
them, as shall preclude the possibility of any of
your subjects immured therein, being deprived of the
benefit and protection of Your Majesty’s laws.

“And your memorialists will ever pray.”

@t
>0t

Repudiating the Act Against Seetarian Appropria-

tions.
EDITorR AMERICAN SENTINEL ,

THE case of Ellis H. Roberts, Treasurer of the United
States, appellant, vs. Joseph Bradfield, was argued in
the Court of Appeals of the Distriet of Columbia, on the
8th inst. The remarkable feature of the argument was
contained in a printed pamphlet bound with the brief of
the appellant, and signed by Henry E. Davis. attorney of
the United States for the District of Columbia, and D.
W. Baker, his assistant, both of whom were designated
by the attorney-general to aet as counsel for treasurer
Roberts. Referring to the act of €Congress of March 3,
1897, in so far as it declares against sectarian appropria-
tions, they say:—

“The bare declaration inregard to the policy of the
government is not in itself an enactment, and really
means nothing. It was put in the act to appease certain
outgoing members of Congress, who for years had clam-
ored against so-called sectarian institutions and secta-
rian appropriations; and possibly the framers of the act
knew themselves that it meant nothing; while those who
were pleased with the declaration were not wise enough
to know its effect.”’

What De Lome said about President MeKinley was
jess reprehensible than the foregoing assertion; because
this assertion is made by the duly-accredited attorneys
of the Executive Department, imputing equivecation,
mental reservation, and moral torpitude to the latter. I
called on Treasurer Roberts this morning and asked him
to repudiate the words and the sentiment they convey;
but after reading the language in the brief, he declined to
repudiate it.” JosEpH BRADFIELD.

Washington, D. C., March 10.

“HowEVER natural veneration for ancient laws, cus-
toms, or usages may be, no man of principle can uphold
them when he knows them to be wrong in themselves.”
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The Difference.

A LITTLE boy,who in the course of some conversa-
tion of his elders, heard a good deal of talk about the
progress of civilization, approached his grandiather, who
was taking no part in the talk. ’

“Grandpa,” said the child, “what is the difference be-
tween civilization and barbarism?”’

“Barbarism, my boy,” answered the old man, ‘“‘is
killing your enemy with a hatehet at a distance of a step,
and civilization is killing him with a bombshell twelve
miles away!’—Youth’s Companion.

>
>t

Studies in French History.—I15.

“WHAT puzzles me is,” interrupted Joe Palmeter,
“why the pope had any more. right to interfere with the,
government of kingdoms than anybody else. I thought
he was the head of the church.”

“So he was,”’ said Professor Carman. “But this did
not satisfy him. 8o he wished to unite church and state,
and be the supreme head of both. He evidently thought
that all the kingdoms of the earth were his, to keep or to
give away, just as best suited him. Accordingly, he next

" offered the throne of Aragon to Philip TIL”

“Was he the same as Philip the Bold?” asked Florence -
Ray, writing busily in her nete book.

“Yes; Philip ITL. was called the Bold, and reigned
during the years 1270-1285. He was not as tender of
conscience as his kind-hearted father, Saint Louis, and so
he raised an army and went down into Spain, in conform-
ity to his ambitious vanity, where he fell a miserable
vietim to the dreadful climate and died. His son, named
after him, Philip the Fourth, and known as the Fair, took
the reins of government at the age of only seventeen.”

“I wonder why he was called the Fair,”” said Milly
Brown. ‘“Washe a handsome man, professor?”

“Yes, he had a handsome face, indeed, but that was
all one could say in his favor. "He was a cold -hearted,
ambitious man, and perfectly unserupulous in his manner
of getting money. He did the dreadful thing which peo-
pler call debasing the coin,—that is, he caused inferior
metal to be put into the gold and silver,—and then when
anybody was owing him, he obliged them to pay him
pure coin. The people were in this manner cruelly op-
pressed. The workings of the Feudal system yet gave

1coi11d be determined by the length of his shoes.

the poor people no end of trouble. The rich nobles had
the poerer people who were under them -almost entirely
in their power, and it was with an iron hand that they
held them, and ground them down. The poor wretches:
were as much real bondsmen as were ever the unfortunate
and downtrodden slaves of our own country, and as
much needed a noble Lincoln, with his ‘ Proclamation of
Emancipation.” Sometimes the nobles would compel
their vassals, after working hard all day, to sit up all the
long night, and strike the surface of the pond near their
fine castles with whips to quiet the croaking of the frogs,
so that the slumbers of the fine lords and ladies should
not be disturbed.” )

“I wonder if they laid awake all night to seeif the
frog stillers did their duty,” langhed Milly Brown.

"“‘Y would never have done it!"” exclaimed Rob Billings,
with emphasis.”’ ‘

“Well, then, you would likely have received a severe
punishment. It would hardly have paid you alone to

.resist. But the reckoning time was coming when the

cruel aristocracy would reap what they had sown.

“Philip IV. was an extravagant man, and was very
expert in extracting money from the Parliament of France
—which was much the same as our Supreme Court—and
was considered by Philip as only a means by which he -
could wring money from his wretched people. He made
all sorts of cruel laws to regulate even the very diet of
hig sabjects, and the kind of clothes they should wear.
Heforbade their eating more than onedish of meat at their
dinner, and so, as the French people were much the same
as now, quite fond of good things to eat, they tried to
avoid the letter of the intolerant law by heaping several
kinds of meat on one dish.”

“T should think that somebody would have acted the
spy, and told Philip,” said Florence Ray.

“Yes, he did soon find it out, and he put a stop to it
at once. Even the trimming on the ladies’ dresses was
regulated by the word and will of the tyrant.”

“Perhaps that would be a good plan nowadays,”
suggested Julia March.

“No, indeed! it is not the business' of any king, presi-
dent, or congress to interfere with anybody’s personal
conduct in such matter+” said Joe Palmeter, stoutly.
“Do you agree with me, professor?”’

““I certainly do, Joseph,” said the teacher, “though
I have no doubt there is many a dollar nnwisely spent
for such purposes.

“The common people were forbidden to.own a car-
riage, or to wear gold or jewels. You see they were not
allowed to spend their money as they liked, after they
had earned it.. But the king’s word was law, and no one
said anything—aloud.

“In the reign of Philip, there was a very peculiar
fashion in shoes, which raged quite extensively. The
king was not satisfied without having his say about this
queer fashion also, and so the length of a man’s title
A plain,
ordinary man must not wear his shoes more than twelve
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© inches long; a knight might have them eighteen inches,
while a baron was allowed to_indulge his love of shoe-
leather to still greater extenb—bemg allowed twenty-four
inches.” :
“What did the poor fellows who were unfortunate
enough to be princes do with their feet, I wonder?”
laughed Will Barnaby. ‘

“Bless you, Will; they used to0 hobble around in shoes
two and a half feet long; while the king himself would
probably have had his four or five feet in length, if he
could possibly have moved his feet.”

‘“Well, that does surprise me!” said Edna Philips. -

“It is indeed surprising; but nowadays people are
just about as willing to follow the dictates . of fashion as
they were then,” said Professor Carman, as he rang the
bell for dismissal. A :

' Mgs. L. D. AVERY-STUTTLE.

ok

The Beast.

“IN our last talk we explained the time, times, and
dividing of time,” began Mrs. Ross, “and I think it will be
interesting to notice when and how this same period is
again mentioned. You may read Rev.13:5.”

Charlie read: ““And there was givenunto him amouth
speaking great things and blasphemies: and power was
given unto him to continue forty and two months.’

“Of what prophecy does this remind you, Charlie?”’

“Of the prophecy in Dan. 7:24 and 25, about the
papal horn. Why, mama, it is almost the same. Only
there’s nothing in it about wearing out the saints.”

“Read the Tth verse.”

“‘And it was given unto him to make war with the
saints, and to overcome them.”” ‘

“This must refer to the same power. What I wished
to explain first is the 42 months. You remember that
the time, times, and dividing of .or half a time, was 1260
years. The Jews reckoned 30 days to a month How
many days would 42 months make?”’

Charlie figured a moment and said, “1260 days

“Then as each day in prophecy is a year, you have
1260 years for the continuance of this power.”

“What power was it?”’

“That is the answer to one problem for to-day. You
may read the first verse.”

“‘And I stood on the sand of the sea and saw a beast
rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns,
and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the
name of blagphemy.’

“Now. Charlie, we have a few review questions. What
does water represent in prophecy?”

“Peoples, nations, and tongues.” (Proof, Rev.17:
15)

“What does a beast represent?”’

“Akingdom or government, an earthly power.” (Dan
7:28.)

“What do the horns on this beast stand for?”

“For the ten kingdoms of Rome, perhaps.”

“Well, as we do not deal in ‘perhapses,” youmay read
concerning them in the 17 th chapter, 12th verse.”

- “And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings
which have received no kingdom as yet.’

‘“When was John writing this prophecy?”

“In A. D. 96.”

“In his day these kings had not yet risen. But what
about the heads? Read in the Revised Version Rev. 17:
10.7 -

Charlie read: ‘““And these are seven kings: five are
fallen, and one is,and the other is yet to come; and when
he cometh he mustcontinue a short space. And thebeast
that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the
seven.’

‘““Well, mama, this is the greatest puzzle we have stu--

. died. What do you think these heads represented?’’

“The forms or heads of governments.”

“How many forms of government was Rome ruled
under up to the time of John’s writing?””.

“Five, according to prophecy.”

“Can you name them?”’

“I'll try. Let me see,——kmgs, consuls, decemvirs, ‘bI'l-
umvirates, dictators.”

“John says, ‘five are fallen.” These had passed away..
‘One is.” What form was Rome under in John’s day?”

“Emperors.”

“Then there was one to come who was to continue a.
short space. This one was called the ex-arch of Ravenna;
but it is never really reckoned among the Roman heads.
You see the prophet is more exact than the historian..
Now we come to the seventh head. What was that?”

“The papacy.”

“Yery well; we have now disposed of the heads, and
will turn to the horns. When was Rome divided into-
ten kingdoms?”

“Between the years 356 and 483 A. p.”

“But maina, this whole b ast—horns, heads and all—
gseems to be swallowed up entirely by the seventh head;.
for surely it was the papacy that warred on ,the saints,
spoke great things, and continued in power 1260 years.”

“You are right, Charlie. This beast represents papal:
Rome. The dragon of the 12thchapter was a beast with
seven heads and ten horns, and represented the pagan
phase of Rome: and as we look deeply into the spirit of’
both, we see behind them the old serpent which deceiveth.
the whole world. To whom did the dragon give his seat
and great authority? Read Rev. 13:2.”

“¢And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard,
and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as
the mouth of a lion; and the dragon gave him his power,.
and his seat, and great authority.’”

“You remember that it was through Justinian, a
pagan emperor, that the bishop of the church of Rome-
received his seat in the city of Rome, and his authority.” -

“Yes; that is clear. But I have been struck with this-
beast as with something familiar. Inotice that he has.
all the characteristics of the four beasts of Daniel—a.
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mouth like a lion, feet like a bear, body like a leopard,
and the ‘dreadiul and terrible’ beast’s power. Beside all
thege features, which point back to Babylon, Medo-Per-
gia, Greeee, and pagan Rome, he has a mouth speaking
great things, wears out the saints, and continues in power
as long ag the horn of Daniel was to continue. What a
wonderful prophecy!” :

“It is, indeed; and as these characteristics of the
old kingdoms are united in this beast, we need not be
surprised at the manifestation of the old persecuting
spirit.

“What power did the prophet see this beast exercis-

ing? Read the last of the 3rd verse.”

“‘All the world wondered after the beast,” read
Charlie. .

“Now read the last of the 7Tth.”

“¢And power wasgiven him over allkindreds, and na-
tions, and tongues.’

“How many shall worship him?”’ .

“!And all that dwellupon the earth shall worship him
whose names are not written in the book of life of the
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.’

“This used to puzzle me very much, and I have often
prayed to be saved from worshiping the beast. Now I
know that it means more than having reverence for the

papacy. To worship the beast is simply to worship and

" serve selfl. The beast is only the full outcome of the self
principle. So still I pray with growing understanding
to be saved from dependence upon men, to be saved from
leaning to my own understanding, or from resting upon
the opinions and traditions of humanity. Jeremiahsays,
‘Cursed is the man who trusteth in man and maketh flesh
his arm.’ .

“Now read in the 8rd verse what was to happen to
the head of this beast.”

“‘And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to
death: and his deadly wound was healed.””’ -

“With this you may also'read the 10th verse.”

“‘He that leadeth into captivity shall go into cap-
tivity.”

“When was the papal head wounded, sent into cap-
tivity and into death?”’

“In 1798, when the pope was taken to France, and
died in exile.”

‘“‘His deadly wound was healed,” it says; and yet the
pope, who is the head of this power, is still called the

. ‘prisoner of the Vatican.’”

“Do you think, mama, the papacy will ever again
have power to persecute the people of God?”’

“We’ll talk about that another time, Charlie. There
is one more verse I wish to explain to-day. It is the
18th.”

Charlié read: *“‘Let him that hath understanding
count the number of the beast; for it is the number of
a man; and his number is six hundred threescore and
gix.’

“Now we are to reckon the number of a man, whose
number is the number of the beast. Two men have been

pointed out in the Scriptures. One is the ‘Son of man,’
the other the ‘son of perdition,” or the ‘man of sin.
“One day a traveler was visiting the city of Rome,
and down the street came a papal procession with flaunt-
ing banners. Amid the images of saints and apostles,
omn 4 high throne sat the pope, wearing hisblazing crown.
In jewelled letters upon it the traveler saw the words,
‘Vicarivs Filii Dei,’ and the words came to his mind ‘the
number of the beast.” Hasgtening home he counted the
numerals of this title, thus: v, 5; i, 1; ¢, 100; i,1; v, 5;
i,1; 1,50; i,1; i, 1; d,500; i,1; and found that the
sum of thenumerals in the title is 666, the ‘humber of the
beast.’”’ ’ ‘
“Well, mama, that seems queer no matter what it
may mean; but I ghall never see the picture of the pope’s
hat again without thinking, 666.” F. B.
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Something new. Designed especial-
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ArMENIA—India—Cuba; not very
lustrous gems are these in the ecrown
of the nineteenth century.

THE terrible and utter destruction
which in a moment overtook the
great warship “Maine” in Havana
harbor, affords the first conspicuous
example of the results which will fol-
low the use of modern high explo-

-gives and *“‘improved” implements of
warfare.

_WHILE the people of this country
are clamoring for war with Spain on
account of her atrocities in Cuba, let
them not forget that Spain is a
“Christian nation.” And who knows
but that a union of religion with the
state here, might do as much for this
gountry as it has done for Spain!

A crUsADE for Sunday enforcement
was recently begun in the city of
Plainfield, N.J. The first Sunday
“raid”’ by the policeresulted ineleven
arrests. Three of these pleadedguilty
and were fined $5 each, the alterna-
tive of paying being twenty days in
jail. The others were held for trial.
The result was, however, when the
matter was tested in court, that the
jury disagreed; and the crusadeseems
likely not to prove the success that
was anticipated.

By the signature of the President,
recently affixed to the measuregiving
compensation for war damages to
the Methodist Book Concern of Nagh-
ville, Tenn., that institution has re-
ceived$288,000 which does not belong
toit. It is strange that an institu-
tion which professes to be established
in the interests of Christianity and to
Test upon Christian principles, is will-
ing to go onrecord as dishonest be-

fore the world. The moral influence’

of such action must certainly be a
minus quantity. It is said, by the
way, that $288,000 is more than the
-entire plant was worth, which was
mot destroyed, bus only damaged,

by its occupation by the Federal
troops.

A RESOLUTION against Sunday golf

" playing was reeently voted down in

the town of Barustable, Mass. This
led to an agitation of the question
of Sunday enforcement, conducted
through the local paper, and which,
as usual, did not tend to strengthen
the claims of Sunday as the proper
day for rest and worship.

,Ox Sunday, January 9, says the
Indian Witness, of Caleutta, there
was a. collection taken in all the Ro-
man Catholic churches and chapels
of that city ‘for theextermination of
slavery in America,”’—this being one
of two collections in the year pre-
ecribed by the pope. There being no
slavery in America save in the Cath-
olic portion of it, we are left to won-
der at the consistency of taking up a
collection in one part of the papal
household for theabolition of slavery
in another.

THE town of Greenport, L. L., is
agitated over the question of mail
delivery on Sundays. Two promi-
nent church workers of the place, it
is said, want the post office closed on
the ground that some persons go
there for mail on Sundays when they
ought to go to church. Of course(?)
these individuals will go to church
as soon as they find that they can-

not go to the post-office on Sundays,

and especially.when they learn that
it was the church that closed the
post-office against them.

ONE can hardly keep track of all the
organizations that are springing up
these days upon the idea of the en-
forced application of the divine law
to political and gocial life. The latest
that we havenoticed is the‘‘Christian
Social Union,” the objects of which
are: “1. To claim for the Christian
law the ultimate authority to rule
gocial practice. 2. To study in com-
mon how to apply the moral truths
and principles of Christianity to so-

"cial and economie difficulties of the
present time,” etc. How difficult it

seems to be for some people to realize
that God himself knew of but oneway
in which the Christian law could be
made applicable in a beneficial way
to human affairs, and that required
of him an infinite sacrifice; that God
made this sacrifice in the death of his
only Son on the cross; and that this
one way provided by him is the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ! There is no sal-
vation foranything in this world but
by the gospel. ‘ '

THE prospect of war between this
country and Spain is increased by the
*¢“Monroe doctrine,”” which would
oblige the United States to protect
Cuba against Spain, in case the inde-
pendence of Cuba should be recog-
nized by the American Government.

TrAT was not a very conspicuous
success which was scored by the W.
C.T.TU. on the occasion of the launch-
ing of the battleship “Kentucky.”

, The W.C. T. U. of the State had in-

terposed a strenuous objection to the
custom of breaking a bottle of cham-
pagne over the bow of the vessel at
the launching, and had prevailed
upon the governor’s daughter, who
was chosen to perform the ceremony
of ““christening,” to substitute a bot-
tle of water for the customary bottle
of liquor. But no sooner had the
bottle of water been broken over the
ship’s bow, than bow and sides were
bombarded with innumerable flasks
filled with the “genuinearticle,” from
the hands of the hundreds of assem-
bled Kentuckians, who were bent on
being loyal to the traditions of their
State. So that never before was a
ship’s bow so drenched with intoxi-
cating liquor on the occasion of a
‘“‘christening.” After all, however, we
do not. think the W. C. T. U. ought
to feel very bad about it. It is a
much better way of using up whiskey
than to drink it, and as everybody
knows the close connection there is
between whiskey and fighting, it
really seems that no person - 3ht to
object to such use of it on theground
of propriety. The “Kentucky’’ ought
now to become the best fighter in
the navy.
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