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A “‘8ECULAR” government is simply one that does
nos interfere with any man’s religion.

S ot

No RELIGION ever becomes so bad by itself as any
religion when it is forced upon people by law.

S S

TrE “divine will in civil affairs” is that we should
not render to Cesar the things that belong to God.

St

No MAN can save the Sabbath while he is lost him-
self; and no man while he is saved can lose the Sabbath.

E >

THE rights of men are preserved by the laws of men;
but a higher law is necessary to preserve the rights of
God.

S ot

THE civil law is not designed to supplement the will-
power of any person, or to supply a moral deficiency in
the makeup of his character.

&2t

THE representatives of the people that are chosen
in civil government, are not chosen to represent the
people in religion.

I

Gop has promised to write his name upon men, and
his law in their hearts; but he has never promised to
write either of these in the Constitution or any other

document of state. Men may write God’s name there;
but it will be a forgery unless written by God himself.

A

TaAT which is human can be upheld by that which
is divine; but human things cannot serve as a founda-
tion for things divine, nor do the latter need the sup-
port of the human arm. ‘

S S

It is useless for the legislature to say, ‘“Let there
be goodness in the place of evil in this community,” by
enacting “moral” laws. Fiat morality is a far worse
humbug than fiat money. There is One who alone has
power to say, “Let there be righteousness in the place
of iniquity;”’ and that One is He who by His word cre-
ated light in the place of darkness.

-+

N. R. Convention Notes and Comment.

In our report of the National Reform conventicn
given last week,some things were merely recorded which
should not be passed over without comment. So we
give this week the following additional notes, which will
outline more fully the nature and scope of this ‘‘reform’’
movement, as revealed on this occasion:—

“We must aim to make our new possessions Chris-
tian states. There has been in those places a union of
church and state, and this has been most harmful to
both the church and the state.”—Rev. D. B. Willson.

Yes; “our new possessions” have had in them a
union of church and state, which hag been ““most harm-
ful,” as such unions always are. And under this union
they have been Catholic “Christian states.” Is this
therefore a reason why ‘“‘we” should make them some
other kind of “Christian states?”” Which religion would
you rather the state would enforce? Is not onereligion,
when it is forced upon people by law, just as bad as
another?
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“ALL the reforms we seek are in the political sphere,
and require the action of the state.””—Rev. R. 0. Wylie.

But religious reforms do not require the action of
the state; and when the state doesundertake a religious
reform there ig of necessity a union of church and state;
which is what the National Reform movement will eer-
tainly bring.

ANoTHER strange thing the Rev. Mr. Wylie said was
that a constitutional recognition of God and of
Christianity ‘“‘would guard against a union of church
and state.” The National Reformers, he said, had been
charged with seeking & union of church and state; but
they had never wanted any such thing. So he proceeded
to show how, as he had stated, the National Reform
movement really sought to guard against a union of
church and state, and provided the only effective way of
preventing it. If the state remained secular, he said, as
the church and religion grew more prominent, the time
would come when a bargain would be made between the
church and the secular state, and that would be a union
of church and state, and very harmful. (They were all
agreed that & union of church and state is a bad thing.)
But if the state would acknowledge God and make his
law the basis of civil legislation, and set up a standard
of morality and have national and state legislation,
and court decisions, conform to it,—if in short the
nation should enforce by itslaws the moral standard
which is maintained by the ehurch and enforced by
chureh discipline,—that would not be a union of church
and state. Do you see the point? We don’t.

“Ir is a scientific fact that the physical system re-
quires one seventh of the time for rest.””—Rev. D. J.
Burrell.

Advocates of Sunday laws are very fond of making
this assertion, but they never spend any time in demon-
strating that it is a scientific fact, or quote scientific
authority in its support. If it is a scientific fact, it
ought to be susceptible of conclusive proof.

But they claim still more than this; for not only
does the physical system demand rest one day in seven,
but that particular day must beSunday! They have no
use for this ‘“‘scientific fact’’ only so far as it will sup-
port a Sunday law.

“THE nation is a moral being, responsible to God
for its character and conduet.” —Rev. J. M. Foster.

This idea is fundamental in the National Reform
coneeption of government. And it is altogether false
and misleading. ‘“But,” some one may ask, ‘“does not
the Bible say, ‘The nation and kingdom that will not
serve Thee [God] shall perish’? And how can the na-
tion be responsiblefor serving the Lord, if it is not a
moral being ?”’

We answer, The nation is accountable to God, only
in the sense that all the people composing the nation
are individually, and each for himself, accountable to
God. As a political personality, exereising authority
over all individuals within it and having relations with
other political powers, the nation is not a moral being,
for the simple plain reason that, as such, it must act
through representatives of the people, and one person
cannot represent others in religion. Moral responsibil-
ity cannot be delegated. The official of the civil gov-
ernment, so far as accountability to God is .concerned,
represents only himself. To their representatives the
people delegate their power to enforce respect for their
rights. They cannot delegate their accountability to
the moral law. In religion, we have one Representa-
tive; we can have only one and we need but one; and
that one is the ‘““one Mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus.”

“THE first Colonial Charter, issued by James I.,
expressed the Christian character and purpose of the
colony; it declared the relation of the civil government
to God.””—Rev. R. C. Wylie.

/ And that is precisely the reason why Baptists were
whipped and Quakers hung, under those Colonial Char-
ters, by law. We want no charters or constitutions
now under which it will be legal to follow the example
set by the early Puritans.

“I wisH God’s name was in the Constitution. That
is what we all wish. But the next best thing is to see
that hig name and his love and his law are in the hearts
of the people.”” (Italics ours).—Rev. D. J. Burrell.

-This hardly needs any commeént. The idea that to

. have God’s name in the Constitution would be better

than to have his name, his law, and his love in the
hearts of the people, is one that speaks volumes against
the movement for which Mr. Burrell was speaking.

“IN one New England colony theré¢ was a law fining
all people one shilling for absence from the second Sun-
day service, and if they were absent from both gervices
on Sunday, they were fined one pound; and for being
absent'a whole month the fine was twenty pounds. If
we had a similar law in force to-day we would soon have
the coffers of the churches filled.””—Rev. J. M. Foster. .

No doubt; but we say the churches must fill their
cofiers some other way.

“TgE Sundayzpaper is strongly influential in de-
creasing attendance from Sunday worship.”’—Rev. H.
H. George.

Thig may be true; but if so, is it the fault of the
Sunday paper, or of the Sunday sermon—which is deliv-



AMERICAN

SENTINEL. 787

ered in the fashionable church of to-day? Is it not a
tact that the “progressive”’ church of this day tries to
compete with worldly institutions in providing attrac-
tions for world-loving people? And has such a church
any right to complain if in the competition it is beaten
by the Sunday paper, or by any other of its rivals? Has
the church any right to demand Sunday laws to shut
off eompetition?

“TaE divine will is supreme in civil affairs.””—Rev. R.
C. Wylie.

Very well; the divine will, as expressed by Jesus
Christ, is, “Render unto Cessar the things that are
Ceesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.”

“WE must refuse to buy any paper during the week
that publishes a Sunday edition, and we should
refuse to trade with people who advertise in Sunday
papers.”’—Rev. H. H. George.

““And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and
poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right
hand, or in their foreheads: and that no man might
buy or sell,save he that bhad the mark, or the name of
the beast, or the number of his name.” Rev.13:16,17.

“Tue written Constitution should be in harmony
with the unwritten constitution, which holds to the
kingship of Jesus Christ.”’—Rev. R. C. Wylie.

There is no “unwritten constitution” in the Ameri-
can Government. Congress—the nation—can take no
action not warranted by the written Constitution. This
is a plain fact of American Constitutional law.

Ir the national Constitution contained a recogni-
tion of the kingship of Jesus Christ, said the Rev. Mr.
Wylie, “it would furnish a basis for righteous decisions
by the courts,” and would also ‘‘furnish a basis for ex-
cluding immoral men from Congress.”

Urndoubtedly it would furnish a basis for decisions
of the courts, and we would have religious court deci-
sions. And that would make this a religious instead of
a civil government. And as to excluding immoral men
from Congress, this proposed change in the Constitu-
tion would exclude all dissenters not only from Con-
gress, but from any place in the Government. ‘“We, the
people of the United States,” would not include them at
all.

“WE must hold up a moral standard and let every-
thing be conformed to that standard.”—Rev. D. J.
MecAllister.

What moral standard must be held up,—man’s
gtandard? or God’s standard? We say God’s moral
standard is[the only right moral standard, and that

this standard is not to be interpreted by oneman for
another, or for the people by the legislatures or the
courts; but for each individual, by the Word and Spirit
of God.

“Ir the Sunday newspaper were discontinued, 200,-
000 newsboys in the United States would be freed from
Sunday toil.”’—Rev. M. B. Kneeland.

The newsboys do not have to sell papers on Sunday
unless they want to. If we are not much mistaken, the

average newsboy is glad of the opportunity to earn
something by selling papers on that day.

>t

An Experience.
BY A. F. BALLENGER.

It has been some time since the writer communi-
cated through the AMERICAN SENTINEL with the readers
of this ever faithful watchman. Once as a member of
its editorial staff I wrote in defense of a free gospel—the
religion of Jesus and his apostles unaided and untram-
meled by civil law. “Not by might, nor by power, but
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts,’”” was often writ-
ten as a rebuke to those who were seeking municipal
might and police power to enforce their convictions of
Christian duty on other people.

Since that time I have not lost interest in the gospel
principles of complete separation of church and state
advocated by the SENTINEL, but I have enjoyed the
blessed privilege of experiencing some of the power
promised for practical work in gospel lines, to him who .
will invoke the throne of grace for the Holy Spirit rather
than the hand of civil law,

One argument put forth in favor of Sunday laws,
and a common complaint entered by prosecuting wit-
nesses against those who have been imprisoned or
driven in the chain-gang for doing common farm labor
on the first day of the week, after having observed the
seventh day according to the commandment, is that
such laws are necessary for the protection of Sunday
worshipers from disturbance by those who work or
play on that day. The following experience had last
summer at a camp-meeting in North Dakota will speak
for itself in answer to this argument.

A small city park, the only available grove in the
community, had been secured from the city anthorities,
for a site for the camp. Later the authorities, forget-
ting the time in which the park was promised to the
campers, promised it also to the county superintendent
of schools for a county school picniec to be held on the
same Saturday promised to the camp meeting.

Both the camp-meeting and the picnic advertised
their gatherings to be held at the same time on the
same bit of shady soil. )?Vhen the campers arrived the
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city authorities informed them of the mistake and ex-
pressed deep regret, but as it was too late to correct it
the city authorities asked whether it would be possible

“for the camp-meeting and the picnic to dwell together.

The camp-meeting managers thought it would and
so the authorities,with every apology for their mistake,
left, somewhat relieved, to await results. The ministers
sought the Lord to be saved from what seemed to all
human appearanee inevitable disaster to the important
interests of the meeting. .

Not until Friday night was I made aware of the
situation. My first impression was that of consterna-
tion, but it was soon dispelled by the assuranee that
“a]l things work together for good to them that love
God.”

Saturday morning broke fair and beautiful. The
campers assembled for service. Forgetting all about
the picnic, [ was drawing the discourse to a close and
was just about to make an appeal to sinners to seek the
Lord. and especially the young: people, many of whom
were in the congregation, when suddenly the brass band
pealed forth as it led the picnic procession into the park
and passed within thirty feet of the tent. Wagons dee-
orated and filled with young women gayly dressed in
the interest of the picnic proper or some enterprising
business house, passed slowly by. The band played,
the girls sang and the boys shouted.

But it had no effect on the meeting, though the au-
dience sat facing the procession. The Holy Spirit was
present. This tells the story. Sinners, young and old,
came forward and knelt in prayer apparently oblivious
to their surroundings. The tearful eyes and the sub-
dued sobs in sorrowfor sin as theycame from the young
people, were in striking contrast with the sentiments
of the passing procession. All the ministers present
- recognized the presence of the Spirit in mighty power,
and one remarked that he could scarcely refrain from
shouting aloud at the sight of the victory which God
gdve over all diverting influences. All day the picnic
remained and did what picnies usually do, within g
stone’s throw of the audience tent. But the camp-
meeting was not disturbed. The young people took no
_interest in the picnic performances, while a few of those
in attendance on the picnic came and took part in the
gervices of the day.

Christ and his apostles never complained to the
¢ivil authorities that they were disturbed in the prac-
‘tise or promulgation of their faith by the religious
practise of their opponents. He who complains to the
civil authorities that he is disturbed in his religious
' efxperieﬁce by some one whose religious practises do not
harmonize with his, thereby advertises that his religion
fails to furnish that perfect peace promised to those
whose minds are stayed on God. The religion of Jesus
Christ lived and preached in the Spirit always has and
always will call forth a complaint of disturbance from
the devil, but never enters such a complaint itself.

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith
the Lord.” _
1234 Duncan St. N. E., Washington, D. C.

Tried and Convicted for Breaking Sunday.

TaE following letter is sent us by Mr. J. T. Eaffbn,
of Rome, Ga., who, our readers will remember, has been
under indictment at that place for having done secular
work on Sunday:—

“Rome, Ga., Dec. 15,°99.

“EDITOR AMERICAN SENTINEL: My ease was tried
to-day before T udge Reese in the county court. The
jury after being out about ten minutes returned a ver-
dct of ‘Guilty,” with a recommendation to the court
for mercy. Judgment has been suspended for the pres-
ent.

“My attorney used some scripture in his argument,
but the court charged the jury that they were not trying
me by the Bible, but by the laws of the State of Georgia.

““Just one witness for the prosecution was examined.
He swore that he saw me on the 14th day of May
(Sunday) hoeing corn. The officers of the court treated
me like a gentleman.

““Thus for the present I am permitted to enjoy free-
dom. Yours,

“J. T. EaToN.”

Evidently the majority of the people among whom
Mr. Eaton lives are kindiy disposed toward him and do
not wish to see him suffer hardship on account of his
religious belief. It is natural that they should feel
bound by the law of the State; yet it is to their eredit
that in refusing to inflict its penalty in this case, they
have acted in barmony with the higher law of the Gol-
den Rule. This is a law by which all men, everywhere,
are sacredly bound.

Mission Work and the Sunday Institution.

SoME zealous advocates of Sunday enforcement, it
appears, are unalterably opposed to any work, however
purely philanthropic it may be, which in any way repre-
sents opposition to the Sunday sabbath. In Portland,
Me., there has been established recently the ‘“Open Door
Mission,” for the rescue of the fallen and unfortunate
from lives of sin, poverty, or degradation. It is con-
dueted, as such missions are elsewhere, upon undenomi-
national lines. But the people in charge of it are Sev-
enth day Adventists; and this is enough to cause the
advocates of Sunday enforcement in Portland, to see in
this enterprise something to be opposed and put down
it possible. The facts of the case are thus stated by
The Vineyard, a journal which speaks for the Adventist
interests in that State:—

““The following irom a Portland paper of recent date
will show what spirit the Open Door Mission is awaken-
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ing in the hearts of some, simply because it is under the
direction of a class of people who profess to keep the
commandments of God and to have the faith of Jesus:—
“‘Next Sunday at 10.80 A. M., the pastor of the
Second Advent Church, Congress Place, at the request
of the Sabbath Protective League, will speak on ‘“The
Christian Sabbath, its necessity, its obligation, the
reagons for its present decadence, and the relation of
the Open Door Mission to its possible downfall.” The
questions addressed to H. C. Basney, in The Portland
Press, of November 28, and answered by him, will be re-
gstated and answered in discourse. The speaker will
claim and endeavor to prove that this subject vitally
concerns the very existence of Christian civilization.
The public are very cordially invited to be present.””

“It would seem,” The Vineyard adds, ‘“that the
Sunday-sabbath rests on a very insecure foundation
when ministers of the gospel are alarmed that a work
for the uplifting of fallen humanity will be likely to lead
to the possible downfall of that institution.”

The Papal Principle.
BY GEO.A B. WHEELER.

TaE subject of the Dudlieian lecture at Harvard,
delivered recently in the Fogg Art Museum, by Professor
Toy, of theSemitic Department, was “Leo XIII. and the
Errors of the Church of Rome.” He said:—

“The underlying, coloring doetrine of the infallibil-
ity of the church which has been applied by Pope Leo,
is where the evil lies. From 1878 to 1890 he issued
encyclicals to the following effect: The neglect of the
church’s authority has resulted in the social evils of so-
cialism and in Masgonry, which tries to separate church
and state, a condition contrary to divine law. Liberty
of worship, speech, and teaching, is impossible, and 1ib-
erty of conscience also, as real liberty that lies in choos-
ing the good will not then be present.

*‘Thus the pope,” he continued, ‘claims an author-
ity over the religion and morals of the peoples. But
weakness is shown by the fact that the church decides
what is to be the final authority.’”

That is the papal prineiple, the right to use the
power of the state to compel every one to conform to
what they decide to be right, thereby trampling over
the individual right to be his own judge in those things
that pertain to his own good, which right lies at the
basis of civil and religious liberty.

Sunday laws are the embodiment of the papal prin-
ciple, as the sentiment that made them, and is now sup-
porting them, claims the right to decide which day is
the Sabbath, and to use the power of the state to com-
pel every one to conform to their decision, regardless of
their own belief, wishes, or interests. If Sunday laws
are right, the papal principle is right, and if that is car-
ried out to its logical conclusion it follows that the reli-
gion of the people instead of depending upon what is

right, depends upon the ecclesiastical power that has
the greatest influence with the state; and as that is
subjeet to change it follows that religion itself becomes
a football of contending factions.

It is also a significant fact that the 1uet1ﬁca,t10n of
the papal principle in cur Sunday laws, by the different
States of the Union, is already finding its natural fruit-
age in a great theocratic movement that is rapidly
rigsing in this' country under the names of “National
Reform,” “‘Chiistian Citizenship,” ete., and which are
combining the religious organizations of the country
for the purpose of compelling our national Government
to give them power to enforce their decisions of what is
right, and what is wrong, in both civil and religious
matters, upon everyone. That is the natural outgrowth
of the papal principle embodied in our Sunday laws,
and is in exact harmony with the statements in the
encyclicals issued by the pope; and it means the sub-
vertinu of the liberties of the nation.

Our Sunday laws therefore instead of bemg as is
claimed for them tbe foundation upon which the liber-
ties, the civilization, and the welfare of the nation rest,
are instead their most dangerous and deadliest foe. Ob,
that the nation might be awakened to this fact before it
will be too late!

South Lancaster, Mass.

The Selfishness of *‘Sunday Polities.”

BY S§. B. HORTON.

THAT selfishness in undisguised and naked form is
at the bottom of persistent efforts made for Sunday
laws by Congress, legislatures, and municipalities, is
apparent to the mind of any who study the question.
Sitnations and circumstances arise from time to time
which justify this allegation. A recent case in Texas is
to the point.

A barber in Galveston cut a customer’s hair on a
recent Sunday and was prosecuted for it on the ground
that he violated the statutory law prohibiting Sunday
labor. His attorney in demurring to the prosecution
contended that a shave or hair cut is a necessity to
cleanliness, and that as the higher courts have held
bath-houses to benecessities in theexemptions provided
by the statutes, his client was not guilty as charged.
The court took the case under advisement and subse-
quently handed down a written opinion sustaining the
demurrer, dismissing the prosecution and discharging
the defendant. This barber evidently desires to labor
on Sunday as well as upon other days, and so far as
right in the matter is concerned he emjoys this from
higher law and should be proteeted in his right rather
than be deprived of it by legislative enactment.

But here comes a lot of barbers from Houston who,
not wishing to work on Sunday, propose to test the
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constitutionality of the opinion held by the Galveston
judge. They will “willingly contribute toward a fund

_to thoroughly test this case.” And yet they admit that,

the decision may be right. Still ““the [some] barbers
don’t want to work on Sunday.” It does not require
much mental strain to acknowledge that these barbers
have the undoubted right to refrain from work on
Sunday.

But why are these Houston barbers so concerned
about the judge’s decision in the Galveston case? Is it
because, forsooth, the health of the Galveston barbers
will be impaired if they work too many days? Is it
because of a tender regard for their fellow-beings wel-
fare?

Ah,no. They see in this decision the possibility of
some one securing the opportunity of adding more
pennies to his coffers. Those who do not wish to reap
the benefit of such opportunity demand that all others
shall either have the same mind on the subject as is
theirs, or be compelled to desist from following the
mind of opposite tendencies, In otber words, ‘“‘we are
the people, and you must not work when we don’t
work. You must not make money while we are rest-
ing.” It brings to mind that which is related of a
father and son who seeing the great West in the pos-
gession of Indians, the one said to the other: ‘“Let us
adopt two resolutions; first, resolved, that all this
land belongs to the peo‘ple; second, resolved, that we
are the people.”

Put the matter as you may, clothe the arguments
with all the high-sounding paraphernalia of the lan-
guage as you may, the conclusion is irresistible that
self and selfishness lies at the bottom of proposed Sun-
day laws.

New Orleans, La.

Salvation by Sunday Laws.

IN a sermon delivered by the pastor of a Portland,
Me., church, recently, against some people of the city
who observe the seventh day, the speaker said:~—

““We should eo-operate with the Sabbath Protective
League of Boston, which has done much. I am only
waiting for them to get a hand into Maine for them to
stop some things; for example, the electrics which run
regularly, the drug stores in full blast, restaurants, ete.
On the streets we see men at work on Sunday. We are
drifting, drifting. The time is coming when no Sunday
man will be sure of his rest.

¢“If the Christian Sabbath goes then the church goes;
and when the church goes civilization goes. We better
hold on to the Sabbath.”

And how does this clergyman propose to 'stop all
this? Oh, he will invoke the arm of the civil power;
he will have the laws enforced, shutting up the drug
stores and restaurants, stopping the electric cars, ete.
This will save the Sabbath; and the Sabbath in turn

will save the church, and the church will save civiliza-
tion.

All then that saves. the.church, or that saves civili-
zation, according to this clergyman’s conception, is the
law of the State for the observance of Sunday. Isnot
this the conclusion that must be drawn from his affir-
mations?

But what sabbath will be saved by the Sundaylaws?
and what church will be saved by the saving of this
sabbath? What sabbath and what church will be saved
by this man-made instrument of salvation? Willit not
necessarily be a man-made sabbath and a man-made
church? Certainly it cannot be the Sabbath of God’s
eternal law; for if that Sabbath should be lost the
fourth commandment would be lost, a great breach
would be made in the Decalogue, and Christ would be a
false witness for declaring that not a jot or a tittle of
the law should ever fail. Nor can it be the Christian
Church that would be lost; for that church is declared
to be the “body of Christ;”’ and surely the body of Christ
is not joined to the Head by the state laws.

The true Sabbath and the Christian Church are es-
sential to the highest civilization; but as the former
are independent of Sunddy laws,so likewise is the latter.
Nowhere in history is thiscontradicted by the testimony
of events. )

>

-+

The True Place for Religious Reform.

N
New York ** Sun.”

A “NATIONAL Reform Association’ held its conven-
tion in New York last week. It seems to be amovement
of recent organization and its aim, as defined by one of
our correspondents, representing it, is ‘‘to preserve the
Christian features of the institutions of our country,”
“the Bible in the schools, the sacred rest of the Sabbath
and the defense of the family from a wrecking system of
loose marriage and easy divoree.”

Now, as to the Bible, would it not be more appropri-
ate to undertake a specific reform in the theological
seminaries and among the clergy who teach that it is
human, fallible, ‘‘literature’” only? Of course, if that
view of the Scriptures is accepted the obligation of keep-
ing Sunday as a Sabbath has no divine or supernatural
foundation. If the Bible is the faulty and more or less
spurious book made up of documents of unknown au-
thorship, which Dr. Briggs, of the Episcopal Church,
teaches it to be in the Presbyterian Union Theological
Seminary, for example, why should it be read in the
public schools more than any other book of religious
literature? If, as the Rev. Mr. Schermerhorn, another
Episcopal clergyman, contends, “portions of the Bible
are indecent, inhuman and false,” unfit to beread in
churches, are they suitable for reading to school chil-
dren? Moreover, these expressions of opinion come
from clergymen who continue in good standing in the
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<hureh, in spite of them. Ounght not, then, the work of
reformation to begin in the chureh itself, for upon the
divine authority of the Bible depend all the arguments
wused by this association? If it falls the Sabbath must
fall with it and its observance become nothing more

than a purely human institution of the Jews; and mar- -

riage and divorce must be relegated to the category of
purely human conventions.

It seems to us, therefore, that the ‘“National Reform
Association” ran away from the true source of the
trouble when, on Thursday,it went outside of the church
to search for it and in its vain quest passed a resolution
attributing the cause to the publication of newspapers
on Sunday. The Sunday newspaper, asserted ope of
the speakers, is the foe of “the church, the Sabbath
school, and religious services.”” *I charge upon the
Sunday newspaper,”’ said another, ‘‘the crime of being
one of the greatest agencies in evercoming the fear of
the living God.” Now, allthis might be true of a news-
paper of evil purpose and influence, but, surely, the
harm done by such a journal is not confined to the sev-
enth day only. Every unprincipled paper is the foe of
its readers on all days; its lies, its perversions, its vul-
garity,its low morality are constantly harmful, and
the mischief it does, the degradation it encourages, is in

-cultivating during the week a taste for the debased which
<raves more of its stuff on Sunday.

Our own correspondents and many other ministers
and lay etudents of society have discussed lately the
ause of the decline in church attendance at the present
time; but how can there be any doubt on the subject?
No coincident decline in the intellectual ability of the
wministry is discoverable and there is no decrease in the
attractions offered by the churches in the way of music
and their services generally. Rather has there been an
unexampled effort to increase their popularity by the
dnvention and adoption of many devices, sgome of them
repulsive to good taste and grossly offensive to genuine
religious sentiment. Sermons are made as distinetly
secular and sensational as the most catch-penny news-
papers are, and not less offensive and mischievous by
reason of loose and superficial and fallacious reasoning.
Now, the competitor of such pulpits is not the seli-
Tespecting newspaper, which appeals to the intelligent
People, but the debased newspaper of kindred cheap and
tawdry and sensational methods.

Naturally, such devices fail as a permanent attrac-
dYion of church attendance; they simply lower popular
xespect for the church. Nothing can induce men tv go
%0 divine service as an imperative religious duty except
@ hearty and profound faith in God, in their need of sal-
vation, and in the teaching of the church as an authori-
%ative exposition of divine truth. If they regard the
services and sermons simply as they look on the theater
or the opera, or as inviting only so far as they appeal
Yo their fancy, they are likely to seek other means of

<ntertainment, for, apart irom faith in it, a church is a

dull place for the run of people. Men who will sit out a

‘play for two or three hours or tire themselves out with

a day’s golfing or bicycling are wearied beyond endur-
ance by an hour in church, unless they enter it in a wor-
shipful spirit and with unquestioning faith that in it
alone the way to salvation can be pointed out to them.
But if they are told by even their own ministers and
theologiang that the Bible is only fallible human litera-
ture, how can they be expected to go on believing in a
church which preaches it as a guide to salvation?

That, reverend reformers, is the cause of the trouble
which vexes your souls; the Sunday newspaper has
nothing to do with it. Believe yourselves deeply and
genuinely and create such belief in men, and neither the
newspaper nor any other outside influence will distract
people from going to you to learn the way to everlast-
ing life. That faith is a magnet whose attraction no
other can overcome or even lessen. No church having
it and inspiring it has ever any reason to fear competi-
tion. But if the faith departs and grows cold and doubt
begins to displace it the vitalforce goes from thechurch,
and there is no possibility of its revival except by re-
kindling that fire.

Pt

Since The Outlook has been defending the tolera-
tion of slavery in the Sulus in plain defiance of the 13th
Amendment its attention should be directed to that
part of the President’s message which relates to the
Bates compact with the honored sultan. The President
announces that ‘“this agreement isnot to be deemed in
any way to authorize or give the consent of the United
States to the existence of slaveryin the Sulu archipel-
ago.” The President, therefore, isn’t so much of a law-
breaker as The Outlook, since he cannot ignore the 18th
Amendment. It follows that The Outlook must now
disapprove of the President because he pays some heed
to the fundamental law of the land. As for the Presi-
dent’s statement that the Bates agreement will not au-
thorize or recognize slavery, it should be said, further-
more, that according to such an interpretation of it,
Article X becomes a nullity. That article, to quote the
message, ‘‘provides that any slave in the archipelago of
Jolo shall have the right to purchase freedom by pay-
ing to the master the usual market value.”” For, if
slavery is not recognized in the islands, every slave is
free and cannot be made to pay a ‘“market price” for
his liberty. It would certainly be unlawful and wrong
to make any slave buy a freedom that is already his. It
is to be hoped that this aspect of the situation will be
fully explained to the sultan.—Springfield Republican.

et

O~E of our subscribers in Iowa writes:—

“I received the ‘Post’ in due time, and am much
pleased with it; think it all that youclaimforit. ITam
using it now, and like it very much.”

See Yad’’ on page 799.



792

AMERICAN SENTINEL.

STaTE Superintendent of Schools Jackson, of Lin-
coln, Neb., has decided that the Bible may be read in the

public schools.

»*
* *

Or the governments which participated in the Peace
Conference at The Hague last summer, twenty five have
ratified the treaty formulated by that body for the cre-
ation of a permanent tribunal of arbitration.

*
* *

SuNDAY golf will be prohibited on the links of the
Homewood Country Club, Chicago. This golf elab is
one of two in Chicago that has placed itself on record as
opposed to Sunday goli.

* * »*

A FoOND has been raised by the Christian Endeavor
Union of Mount Vernon, N. Y., for a general crusade
against the immoral conditions of the city. We hope
they will not mix up religious questions with those mat-
ters that should be attended to by the eity eouncil and
the police.

-
* *

Mavor Maybury, of Detroit, having failed to en-
force the law against Sunday liquor selling in that city
a8 certain of the Detroit elergy thought he should have
done, a delegation of the latter called reecently upon
Governor Pingree with the request that he take steps
to oust the mayor from office.

*
* »

THE annual meeting of the Woman’s National Sab-
bath Alliance was held recently in the Fifth Avenue Pres-
byterian Church of this city, and was well attended.

’Mrs. D. R. James i8 president of the Alliance, and sev-
eral women of social prominenee are upon its list of
vice-presidents. In its work the alliance is clogely iden-
tified with the National Reform Association.

*
* *

It is proposed in Virginia to call a constitutional
convention some time in 1901, for the primary purpose
of withdrawing the franchise of eitizenship from the
negro. In a press statement from Richmond it is re-
ported that a bill “along the line foreshadowed here”
will soon be introduced in the legislature. The object
of the bill will be to get rid of the ‘‘illiterate negro
vote,” in order to insure ‘‘white supremacy.”’

TeE English people are paying the price of empire,
and are finding it exceedingly costly. What they can
receive that will compensate for the terrible Joss _of life-

" and other items of the heavy priee that is being exacted

from them to-day, must be stated by such as are wise'
enough to know. But it is plain to all that empire is a
costly thing for the common people, and the lesson is
not untimely for the people of the United States.

*
» *

An empire always feels bound to grow and keep on
growing, with every opportunity for expansion, legiti~
mate or otherwise. And the eommon people are ex-
pected to furnish the men and the money necessary to
this eostly process.

-
- »

At the present time it would seem that the British
empire has in this endless process of expansion reached
a condition dangerously near the limit of its power of
cohesion. It may have to fight its hardest battles to
keep from being broken up and obliterated as a world
power. The worst effect of its reverses in South Africa,
is not the loss directly oceasioned to its forees there, or
even the prolonging of the war; but the impression of
weakness that is conveyed by them to the other nations
of Europe. Russia and Franee will now be much more -
likely to begin some aggression on Great Britain’s Afri~
can or Asiatic possessions than they were before.

*
* -

Tais candid statement concerning the conquest of
the Philippines is made by the New York Journal of
Commerce:—

“We appropriated Porto Rico and the Philippines for
our own interests. We have pretended nothing else.
Civilization is not charity or philanthropy, but it is
good for the world; it is even good for people who.
aceept it with reluctance and at the point of the bayo-
net.”

*
* *

A rEsoLuTION of sympathy for the Boers in their
struggle for independence was introduced in the Senate
of the United States by Senator Mason, of Illinois, and
in the House ofRepresentatives the following resolution
to the same end was introduced by Congressman Jett,
of the same State:—

“WHEREAS, the people of the United States are, and
have been from the time of gaining their independence,.

_a patriotie and liberty-loving people, and at all times -

opposed to oppression, and have regarded with'sympa-
thy the struggles of other people to free themselvesfrom
domination and oppression, therefore, be it

““Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the
TUnited States watches with deep and abiding interest
the heroie struggle of the people of the South African
republic against cruelty and oppression, and it is our
desire and hope that they may achieve their independ-
ence in the present struggle in which they are engaged.”
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The passage of these resolutions by Congress at
this time would be a heavier blow to GreatBritain than
the loss of a great battle. But that action is hardly to
be anticipated in the face of the rising tide of American
sentiment favoring the joining hands with Great Britain
and other land-hungry empires for the purpose of stak-
ing out the earth.

>
P

“Adviee to the Clergy.”’

“Ir ministers will remember that they are not in
the pulpit to attraet audiences, or to entertain those
whom they may attract, but are there to convey to
those who hear them the power of the gospel ‘as it is in
Christ Jesus’; in short, if ministers will forget every-
thing but the one purpose that they are to tell the
‘good news,” which is the interpretation of the life of
this day, so that the Golden Rule may be applied to it
as a living principle, they will not need to resort to
anything.”

The above from the Indianapolis News, reprinted in
the Boston Herald, is so good that we think it deserves
wider circulation, and only hope that those to whom it
speaks will do as the News suggests; that is, to tell the
‘‘@ood news’” which is the gospel, and “is the power of
God unto salvation.” Then “they will not need to re-
sort to anything,” not even to the State legislature or
either house of Congress for laws to compel men to do
by coercion what they have failed to do by and with
the gospel.

It is just as certainly a fact as that twice two are
four, that when any man or set of men will or do appeal
to ecivil government for aid in religious things, they do
by that act confess that the power they possessis in-
ferior to that of civil power; and by that confession
they do openly acknowledge that they do not have the
gospel of Jesus Christ to aid them,—which is the power
of God.

And again: If the ministers did not and would not
resort to anything savewhat the Indianapolis Newshere
suggests, there never would have been nor ever would
be another Sunday law on earth. For such a thing is
contrary to the gospel of Christ and works evil only
and that eontinually. GRANT ADKINS.

St. Johnsbury, Vt.

———t

Sunday Laws Enforced in Philadelphia.

“ New York Journal,” Dec. 11.

TrE Philadelphia Sabbath Association, several days
ago, promised that the “blue laws”” would be enforced
on and after January 7,1900. Not to be outwitted, the
police determined that theenforecement of the law should
begin at onece—that is to-day.

In certain sections of the city cigar and candy shops
were closed to day. In other sections hundreds of shop-
keepers who had received no notice to close and whohad
not even heard-of any intention of the Police Depart-
ment to carry out the ‘‘blue laws,’”” kept open, but not
an arrest was reported.

It is understood that the purpose of the Police De-
partment is to start the erusade next Sunday, and that
it will be directed against localities where Sunday is like
an ordinary week day, and where bakers, butehers, gro--
cers and other merchants conduct business openly.

g

“Blue Law’’ Revival in Elizabeth, N. J.

SALOONS, TOBACCO, AND OTHER STORES MUST BE
 KEPT CLOSED. THIRTY-ONE MINISTERS
IN THE CRUSADE.

“New York Journal.”

THE historic old town of Elizabeth is to-day agi-
tated over a temperance crusade. The clergy of the
city are at the head of it. Not a saloon or tavern is
open on Sunday, and the tipplers of the town are in
dismay. Chief of Police George Tenny, by order of
Mayor Mack, issued an ediet that every saloon must,
at all hazards, be kept closed, as well as confectionary,
news, tobaceo, butcher, and groeery stores. Bootblacks
and newsboys will also come under the watchful eye of
the mayor and police. The fight which is being waged
against the violators of the Sundaylaw has found a
champion in the Rev. E. B. Cobb, D. D., of the Second
Pregbyterian Chureh, who, with the Rev. H. H. Oberly,
rector of Christ Church; the Rev. F. S. Simmons, of the
Park M. E. Chureh, and the Rev. Everitt T. Tomlinson,
of the Central Baptist Chureh, signed a call last June
for a meeting of the thirty-one clergymen of the city at
Mr. Cobb’s church. Every one of the ministers re-
sponded, and a plan of operation was resolved on.

During the last term of Mayor John C. Rankin, two
years ago, the Citizens’ League organized, with the
avowed purpose of closing up the saloons and incident-
ally showing up the mayor, charging him with being
virtually in league with the offenders and failing to keep
his oath of office. The league hired a theater, and a big
audience was got together, ,

When the time came for Mayor Rankin to speak, he
demanded to know if any of the assembled throng had
ever heard him read his oath of office. There was no
response, and it was finally agreed that not one of the
agitators had ever seen the oath. The meeting proved
a flat failure. ‘“Not so this time,” said Mr. Simmons,
yesterday. “We know where we stand ncw, and this
fight is going to win. The matter is now in the hands
of the mayor, and we look to him to enforce the law.
If he does not, then we will go further, even to the
Grand Jury and the upper courts.”
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Sunday Closing in Englewood, N. J.

A crUSADE against Sunday opening of ice cream-and
candy shops is reported from Englewood, N.J. The
following appeared in the New York Journal, of Decem-
ber 11:—

“Mayor E. A, Brinkerhoff’s crusade against the vio-
lation of the Sunday blue laws in Englewooed, N. J., was
continued yesterday in his own peculiar way. He is a
fierce opponent of the selling on Sunday of ice cream,
soda water, candy, and other such sinful luxuries, but
winks indulgently at the noisy but fashionable golf
players who spend all of theirSabbath days on the links
of the Englewood Golf Club. .

“From time immemorial the Englewood young man
has treated the Englewood young woman to ice cream
and candy in the course of their Sunday walks. In spite
of this the criminal record of Englewood is rot a start-
ling one. The majority of the young men and young
women of Englewood are not members of the golif club,
which is an exclusive organization.

“In a burst of virtuous indignation against the
Sunday ice cream and soda selling Mayor Brinkerhoft
last Sunday caused the arrest of F. W. Bergendahl, the
leading caterer of the place. Bergendahl’s fellow towns-
men evidently did not share the mayor’s opinion as to
the gravity of the offense, for a jury promptly acquitted
the caterer.”

Another paper gives this account of the trial and
acquittal:—

“The all-important question, ‘Shall ice cream be
_sold in Englewood on Sunday?’ has been decided in the
“affirmative.

““The decision was rendered yesterday by a jury of
8ix representative men,and the town breathes easier.
F. W. Bergendahl, dealer in candies and ice cream, had
defied the order of Mayor E. A. Brinkerhoff, forbidding
the sale of ice cream and candy on Sunday, and was
arraigned for trial before Police Justice Dutton.

“The court room was packed.

“R. P. Wortendyke, city counsel, said that the old
blue law, dating back to 1789, was due to the Biblical
injunction that the Sabbath day should be kept holy.
‘Our Sabbaths,” hedeclared, ‘should not be disturbed by
the opening of candy and ice cream stores, which are
not matters of necessity or charity.’

‘‘Chief Titus, the only witness against Bergendahl,
said he had visited the store of Englewood’s leading ca-
terer on Sunday, November 26, and seen with his own
eyes a box of ice eream sold.

“Eraest Koester, counsel for the defendant, did not
put his client on the witness stand. He simply made an
address.

“‘What is icecream but frozen milk, anyway?’ he
said,and there was loud applause. ‘And we have shown
the law that allows us to sell milk, on Sunday. 1 defy
the Penal Code of New Jersey to stop this man from
opening his store on Sunday.’

“The crowd again applauded so vigorously that
Counsel Wortendyke had to ask Justice Dutton to stop
the demonstration. Wortendyke, replying, said that
he was surprised at the ignorance of counsel on the

o-her side in saying ice cream was frozen miik. ‘Six
days is enough for any man to do business,’” he de-
clared. S L

“Justice Dutton charged the jury that under the law
of 1893 ice cream wasn’t frozenmilk. The juryreturned
a verdict of ‘Not guilty’ in about ten minutes. It is
said that every ice cream store in Englewood will be re-
opened to-morrow.”

g

Sunday Clesing in Paterson, N. J.

CERTAIN BARBERS OF THAT CITY SAY THAT IF
THEY MUST CLOSE ON SUNDAY ALL OTHER
BUSINESS IN THE CITY MUST DO LIKEWISE.

UproN an answer t0 the question whether shaving is
a necessity or not on Sunday, says The World, “may
depend the success or failure of the Sunday-closing
movement in Paterson. It appears that there is but
one decision in any way bearing upon the point. A
bath on Sunday has been declared a necessity, and a
shave, the barbers who are opposed to the Sunday-clos-
ing movement argue, comes under the same rule.

“Recorder Senior, who accepted complaints last
week against a dozen barbers, butchers, and grocers,
who did business on Sunday, has asked City Counsel
Simonton for a written opinion,and the magistrate will
be guided by that opinion in disposing of the cases.
Those accused will be arraigned before him to-day.

“The barbers, who insist upon their right to modern
privileges, have arranged to form a secret organization
in the event of an adverse decision and make the repeal
of the blue laws speedy by their enforcement. They an-
nounce they will tie up on Sunday all kinds of business
unless a Sunday shave is declared a public necessity.

< “The possibilities involved are far-reaching. No

more trolley rides on Sunday, music at the public parks
to be silenced until the shave is restored, all worldly
employment must cease, swains will be denied the priv-
ilege of buying caramels for the evening, and railroads
alowed to ran but one train through the city.

“With the barbers it is ‘seal up the city or shave.’

“The Barbers’ Association declines to consider the
question whether or not a Sunday shave is a necessity.
The opposition insist on keeping open shops, and a
number of them were open yesterday.

“Within four weeks the legislature will convene and
a fight for the repeal of the blue laws will be begun.”

4+

‘BrsHOP ARNETT, of the African Methodist Episcopa
Church, has a poor opinion of white chaplains. He has
called at the White House to offer the services of negro
clergymen as army chaplains in place of those who have
sought to escape service in the Philippines. Here is a
ease of black men offering to carry ‘the white man’s
burden.’’—Springfield Republican.
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Papal Victory in Russia.

ParaL diplomacy has won a great triumph in Rus-
sia. In return for the help of the pope inreconciling
Polish Catholics to the czar’s government, the pope is
to be permitted to establish a special ““mission” at St.
Petersburg. The N. Y. Sun prints a dispatch dated at
Rome, November 18, which says:—

“The czar of Russia has now taken a final decision,
the religious and diplomatic importance of which can
be misunderstood by no one; it is to allow the estab-
lishment at St. Petersburg of an extraordinary papal
mission. The history of this affair is peculiarly interest-
ing. At the beginning of the year the czar understood
perfectly how fruitiul would be a closer collaboration
between Russia and the papacy.

““The national appeasement of Poland, the reaction
which a policy of intimacy with Rome would have on the
Slav races and on the Balkan peoples, the close connec-
tion between ecclesiastical questions and foreign poli-
tics, the subordination of former struggles and internal
revolutions to a gradual realization of Russia’s mission
in history, his deep admiration for the pacifying spirit
of Leo XIIL, the identity of the Roman questions with
the aims of the Franco-Russian alliance; all thege inter-
ests induced the sovereign to cultivate the friendship of
the Holy See.”

—_— >

Cuba to Be Annexed.

THE eventuality of the annexation of Cuba, which
at first was but a distant and shadowy possibility, is
steadily looming up nearer and clearer upon thehorizon
of coming events. This, for illugtration, is what is now
said by Washington correspondents of the New York
papers:— v

“WasmiNgTON, Dec. 18.—Major-General Leonard
Wood, U.8.V., was to-day appointed military governor
of Cuba. The order making this assignment relieves
General Brooke, a major-general in the regular army,
both as commander of the division of Cuba and as mili-
tary governor of the island. ’

“This move is specifically intended to utilize General
Wood’s popularity with the Cubans for the purpose of
paving the way for the ultimate annexation of the
island. .

*The incumbency of General Wood, in a word, is the
beginning of a Republican programme which has for its
aim the assimilation of Cuba. This is the opinion of
both Republican and Democratic higher officials and
legislators here.”

Elections are to be held in the island in April next,
by which time the census will have been completed; then
a convention of Cuban’s representatives will be called,
to frame a constitution as a basis of government. Then
legislators will be chosen and ‘it is possible that the
question of annexation will be submitted to the inhab-
itants of Cuba at the same time.”” So this word from
Washington informs us.

The new Cuban government, we are further told, will
not in any case beindependent; but “will be adminis-
tratively establiShed with American supervision and
authority.” And “a year thereafter [if not before] the
question of annexation is expected to beanswered in the
afirmative.” '

—e—gt

Opportunity for Home Expansion.

IN conunection with the statements received from
time to time showing the enormous price that is being
paid for the acquisition of Asiatic island territory al-
ready thickly populated, it is interesting to note the
extent of the opportunity that still remains for peace-
able expansion at home.. We quote from the New York
World:—

“Mr. Hitchcock, the Secretary of the Interior, re-
ports:—

“First—That the United States still have on this
continent 1,562,500 square miles of public lands that
have not been taken up for settlement or development—
about one third of our total area, a domain greater

than that of the Roman Empire at the height of its
glory.

“Second—That there arein the United States, on
this continent, in the most favorable parts of the tem-
perate zone, 115,625 square miles of arid lands ‘which
would be highly productive under a proper system of
irrigation.’ Mr. Hitchcock goes onto say, ‘That this
area should remain a desert is not in keeping with the
progressive spirit of the age. These 115,625 square
miles constitute a domain greater than the entire
Philippine group, & domain capable of maintaining a
population of intelligent white American citizens of not
less than 20,000,000.

‘““Here is a chance for expansion that will cost little
money and no lives, that will be an addition to the
wealth and the power of the American people. But then
there is no ‘glory’ in that kind of expansion.”

Pt
Pt

Glorying in Murder.

New York ‘‘ World.”

THE massacre at Elands Laagte cannot be palliated
by pleading that the British were so intoxicated with
the divine afflatus of the “strenuous life of glory” that
they could not bring themselves down to the level of
commonplace, everyday life before they had butchered
sixty human beings, on their knees, pleading for mercy.
Neither can it be excused on the plea that the Boers
are brutes, unfit to live. For if that is so, how could
Gen. York leave the dying Gen. Symons and the other
wounded and dying British to the care of the Boers at
Glencoe?

And further, for several days after the massacre,
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when all the excitement of battle had died out, these
British gentlemen sat about thecamp writing of the
massacre not as of a deed of shame but asa “most
- excellent- pig-sticking,”’-a rare bit of sport in" which
they gloried. ‘

In and by their letters officers and men admit not
only the deliberate intent to assassinate but also their
thorough approval of their deeds of murder, in defiance
of the laws of war as well as of the laws of civilization
and humanity.

Thus far the only notice the British Government
has taken of this massacre is to ordera strict censor-
ship upon the letters from the front. That is, it has in
effect indorsed the murder, but mildly rebuked the
assassins for indiscreetly boa.sﬁng of their prowess.

But does not every warfurnish many an occasion
of just this kind? And is not this terrible thing an in-

dictment of war in general, as much asof the British

regiment which perpetrated the deed? We think so.

Sunday and the Trade Unions.

TeE Sunday-closing law is being invoked in New
York City, in bebalf of certain interests of some of the
. trade unions. The following from the N. Y. Sun, of
December 13, is of interest as showing the motives
which often come into play in cases of this kind, and
the use made of the law by those who have no reverence
for Sunday at all. .

Mr. J. P. Hand, an organizing delegaté of the Book-
binders’ Union, made complaint against John Carey, a
foreman in a bookbindery, before a city magistrate,

charging him with Sabbath breaking. The Bookbind-

ers’ Union, says the Sun, “‘sometimes objects to Sun-
day work, and sometimes doesn’t, according to circum-
stances. ’

““Hand told Magistrate Mayo that he visited Gen-
eral McKibbin’s bindery at 11 o’clock last Sunday
morning and found five meun at work in the gilding de-
partment under direction of Carey, whose arrest he sub-
sequently caused. Hand then began to talk very glibly
about a fight between his union and General McKibbin
some time ago, which he did not want to connect with
the case before the court. In conclusion he said that
it wae necessary that the union should win, because the
employers otherwise would be sure to encroach on the
rights of their workingmen.

“¢All we demaud,’ he said, ‘is that the laboring man
gets a day of rest. To ensure it to him, these employers
should give work to some of the men that are now walk-
ing the streets.’

‘T beg to call your honor’s attention to this fact,’
interposed John A. Borthwick, who is general manager
for McKibbin. ‘We have to pay double wages for all
Sunday work, and consequently we try to avoid such
work in all but extreme cases. We have advertised

three times recently for extra men, and we could not get
a man.’

*‘Our union will give you six_ men to-morrow,’ said
Hand. - - o

““Well, that is news, indeed,” replied Borthwick.
‘But send them up. We can use every one of them. In
the present case,” he added, turning to the magistrate,
‘urgent necessity compelled us to order some Sunday
work for which the workingmen get $6 a day. We have
certain holiday books that must be turned out at once,
if they are not to be a dead loss to thepublishers. And,
let me add, that, at present, there is not a single book-
binder who is not doing extra work on Sunday with
union men. The very men who make this complaint are
doing Sunday work, and I can prove it.’ (Italics ours.)

‘I shall have to reserve decision in this case until I
have looked up the statutes,’ said Magistrate Mayo.

““The case wasadjourned until to-morrow afternoon.
Section 266 of the Penal Code says:— R

“All trades, manufactures, agricultural or mechan-
ical employments upon the first day of the week are pro-
hibited, except that when the same are works of neces-
sity they may be performed on that day in their usual
and orderly manner 8o as not to interfere with therepose
and religious liberty of the community.”

i

A Proposed Christmas Truce in South Africa.

“Present Truth” London, Eng.

THE incongruity of two “Christian nations” engaged
in deadly conflict at the same time celebrating what
they suppose to be the birthday of the Prince of peace,
and listening to the message, “ Peace on earth, goodwill
to men,” appeals very forcibly to some people, and
accordingly it has been suggested to the authorities in
South Africa, both at Cape Town and the Transvaal,
that ““on that day, at any rate, there should be peace
from midnight to midnight.”

It is sad that any Christian should have so little
knowledge of the gospel as not to see the incongruity
of such a proposal. What a caricature of peace it would
be, what a travesty upon the gospel of peace, for two
armies to cease all hostilities at midnight of the 24th of
December, expecting to resume them at midnight of the
25th, and in the meantime solemnly to announce that
they were celebrating the birthday of the Prince of
peace! It would be awiul mockery.

The propcsal, evidently made in all sincerity, shows

+ how much the gospel has come to be considered as mere

form and ceremony, as satisfied by the observance of
certain days and certain ceremonies. Such religion is
essentially heathenism, differing from that which is
ordinarily known as such only in kind. If thesuggestion
wereadopted,itwould doubtless be hailed asan evidence
of the hold that Christianity has-on the people of the
world,whereas it would simply show how greatly people
are controlled by superstition in spite of centuries of
gospel preaching. We are reminded of the man who
reckoned himself a good Christian, for while he would
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uinally swear till the air was blue with oaths, he never
swore on Sunday!

Evensupposing that the 25th of December were the
day on which Jesus was born in Bethelhem, which it
mo3t certainly is not, the mere observance of that day,
in any way whatever, would have no element of Chris-
tianity in it. Cuaristianity is a life, and if it exists at all
in any person, must be the whole of his life. People
often have enough perception of the fitness of things to
say that it is useless to give one day of the week to God
and all the rest to the world and the devil; but the fact
is, such a thing is impossible. Such an idea is on a par
with thestories of dead men who on certain occasions
come out of their graves and walk about. It is just as
impossible for a man to render real accountable service
to God on only one day in the year, or in the week, and
to serve himself and the devil all the other days, as it
would be for a man to come from the grave in full vigor
one day in each year or each week, and lie lifeless all
the rest of the time. ’

God can raise the dead, but when He does it, it is to
the end that death shall no more have dominion over
them. The Spirit of God can quicken into life those
who are ‘“dead in trespasses and sins;’”’ but he does
not do this periodically. Christ ‘“‘ever liveth,” but his
life is nothing to us unless he lives in us; and while he
is longsuffering, and will come back even after having
been received and again thrust out, it is not conceivable
nor possible that any soul should open the door at mid-
night to receive him, with the express understanding
that he must leave at the next midnight, to come again
if called for at any time. That would be but to make a
plaything of the Lord.

The birth of Christ must be regarded, but not by
celebrating a day. We are left in utter ignoranée of the
day when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, so that there
need be no temptation to substitute the celebration of
it for real acceptance of him; just as God did not allow
the Israelites to see any form when he talked with them
from Sinai, so that they could not attempt to make a
likeness of him, and substitute that for him. Deut. 4.
15-19. Yet men have presumed to do both. The birth
of Christ is to and for each individual. If Jesus be not
born in a man’s heart and life, it will be of no avail to
him that He was born in Judea nineteen hundred years
ago.

Tae New York Sabbath Committee has determined
to put a stop to Sunday theaters in this city. This re-
port is given by The Independent, which indorses the
organization and its work:—

“The New York Sabbath Committee is undertaking
a hard fight in its endeavor to secure the enforcement
of the law forbidding Sunday dramatic performances in
theaters. One New York theater:has been an especially
flagrant offender, and last week one of its proprietors
was arrested. A warrant was also out forjanother,

State Senator Timothy D. Sullivan, well known as ‘Dry -
Dollar Sullivan,’ a barkeeper and local politician. He,
however, avoided arrest by going to Hot Springs, Ark.
The law is very clear, and the society should have the
full support of the community.”

N

NotEe the ‘“‘ad” on page 799. Can you not secure
some subscribers among your circle of acquaintances?

TRADE EDITION, PRICE $1.50.

“Desire of Ages.”

LB Tt ST T

Ix answer to an urgent demand we have gotten out
an edition of ‘“‘Desire of Ages” without illustrations, in
small compass, on light paper, for the convenient use of
those who want to carry a copy with them when travel-
ing. There is also a class who do not feel that they can
afford to pay $8.50 for the beautiful subscription edi-
tion. To all these this plain edition will appeal.

Tt contains all the text of the subscription edition,
including General and Scriptural Indexes and Appendix,
but no illustrations except the frontispiece.

THE TRADE EDITION is 5%x7) inches in size,
and contains 1042 pages.
PRICES:
Cloth, - - - - - $1.50
Full leather,round corners, - 2.00

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO,,
389 Bond St., New York City.

TO OUR PATRONS:
1. Write Names Plainly.

2. Remit by P. 0. Money Order, or Express Order, or by Bang Draft
on New York., Personal checks are not desired.

3. Make all Orders and Drafts payable to Pacific Press Publishing Co.,
not to the editor or any other individual.

4. We will receive Postage Stamps in small quantities and any kind of
good money. Defaced coins will not be taken. 1f paper mouey
or cein is sent, register the letter.

AMERICAN SENTINEIL,

Set for the defense of liberty of conscience, and therefore uncom-
promisingly opposed to anything tending toward a union ot
Church and State, either in name or in fact.

ORGAN OF THEE

INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION.

PUBLISEED WEEKLY BY

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY.

Single Copy, Per Year - - - #1.00,
s ¢ Six months 50,
“ ¢ Three monthg . - - 25,
. ADDRESS, AMERICAN SENTINEL,

39 Bond St., New York,
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'DAINTY PRESENTATION BOOKLETS.

A series of short, practical, and interesting volumes,
daintily bound, and intended to fill the wants of those

desiring inexpensive booklets of real value for gift pur- |

poses. Bound in white leatherette, handsomely deco-
rated. Price, 35 cts. each.

Secrets of Happy Home Life. The Christ-Filled Life.
Take Heart Again. Golden Rule in Business.

Young Men: Faults and Ideals. The Marriage Altar.
Girls: Faults and Ideals. Ideal Motherhood.

What a Carpenter Did With His Bible.

The Everlasting Arms. Miss Toosey’s Mission.

Address,
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
- 39 Bond Street, New York City.

OXFORD BIBLE FOR $1.25.,

A new center column reference, clear type, Bible,
with maps, leather bound, divinity circuit, linen lined,
round corners, red under gold edges. Order our style
A-8. Size 4%x6%x1Y inches. -

Address,
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bonp St., NEW YORK, N. Y.

A Dainty Gift Book.

Batile Hymn of the Kingdom.

An illustrated poem of un-
usual merit depicting in a fore-
ible way the present day con-
dition of affairs in the world.

The 15 beautiful half-tone
engravings which it conmtains
were reproduced from the
drawings of a prominent New
York artist, and were all spe-
cially designed for this book.
Printed on heavy coated paper
and attractively bound.

Art Vellum, gilt top, - - 350c.

Leatherette, delicate tints, 235ec.

Per d0z., by mail postpaid, $4.50
and $2.50 respectively.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond St., New York City.

- “Sent on Suspicion.”

We offer to send to-readers
of the AMERICAN SENTINEL &
copy of “A Friend in the
Kitchen” on 10 days’
approval. At the end of
that time, after opportunity
for thorough examination,
send us 60 cents for the book
if it pleases you. If you do
not want it, wrap it carefully
and mail it tp us. Can any-
thing be fairer?

Others have ordered the
book “on approval” and in
most instances thus far have
| sent their remittance saying

that the book ‘““was as repre-
sented” and pleased them. If wedid not have confidence
in the book, we would not dare make such an offer,
would we?

If you prefer, send your 60 cents when you order,
for we are confident you will like the book.

It would not make a bad present to a friend who
needs suggestions for healthiul living.

400 Recipes, without meat, for - - 60e.
Address
"PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
389 Bond St., New York City.

NATURAL FOOD OF MAN.

Part I.—MAN’S PRIMITIVE DIET.
By Milton 0. Wilcox,

Part IL—HOW TO PREPARE IT.
By Mrs, Flora Leadsworth,

Part IIL.—F00D FOR THE SICK.
By J. B. Leadsworth, M. D,

his new book does not contain untried recipes, for a first edi-
tion of the book was gotten out by the author about a year
ago. It met with such a favorable reception that we have now
arranged to issue this revised and enlarged edition.

The recipes discard meat, eggs, milk, and all animal pro-
ducts, and furnish a variety of palatable substitute dishes
containing the necessary food elements to properly nourish
the body.

Heavy illuminated paper covers, - - price 25¢.

Address, PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bond St., New York City.

S

FIGHTING AGAINST GOD. A striking little brochure showing in
prose and verse the futility of man’s “fighting against God”” by attempting
to dictate to his fellowmen in matters of conscience. Beautifully illus-
trated with half-tone engravings. Price - - - - - 8e

DUE PROCESS OF LAW AND THE DIVINE RIGHT OF DISSENT.
An interesting and instructive work upon the ‘Process of Law.” “Chris-
tianity and the Common Law,” “Individual Right of Religious Belief,”
“The Divine Right of Dissent,” etc., in review of Judge Hammond’s deci-
sion in the King case. By A. T. Jones. 120 pages. Price - - 15¢

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,
39 Bonp Sx., NEW YORK CIry.
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The King of Fountain Pens.

THE POST.

There are fountain pens and FOUNTAIN PENS, but the POST FOUNTAIN PEN
leads them all, being the only self-filling and self-cleaning pen manufactured in the world.

No More Inky Fingers.

e TP e

SHIELD

No More Bothersome Fillers.

Filling the «<Post.””

All you have to do to
fill the “Post” is to
dip the nib into the
ink bottle, draw out
the plunger, and the
pen is ready for use.

Cleaning the ¢‘Post.”’

It can be done in five
seconds. Dip the pen
in a glass of water
and work the plunger
backward and for-
ward a few times.

The prominent men and women whose testimonials are given herewith
witness to the merits of the “Post.”

General Lew Wallace, Author of “Ben Hur,” says: “I have
tried every pen of the kind on the market, and now pnhesm_atmgly
give the preference to the Post. It not only feeds itself with less
care, but has the immeasurable advantage of re-supply without
inking the fingers. I do allmy work with it.”

Dr. Josiah Strong, than whom few men are better known in
America, says: “A perfect fountain pen at last! I have hunted
for it upwards of twenty years. Ihave tried many, and I can as-
sure you they have #ried me. I have had little satisfaction even
from the best, but the Post leaves nothing to be desired. Iam de-
lighted with it.”

Dr. Lyman Abbott, editor of “The Outlook,” and until re-
cently pastor of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., says: “To me
1t is a great advantage to have a fountain pen which reguires no
filler and can be filled at any time, and at any inkstand, without
the possibility of inky fingers or blotted paper or desk.”

Hon. Alva Adams, Governor of Colorado, writes: “The Post
pen is an ideal fountain pen. . It requires little more trouble
to replenish than to dip an ordinary pen in an inkstand.”

Commander Booth Tucker says: “1hbave used fountain pens
for the last ten years, almost every description, and have no :hesi-
tation in saying in my opinion the Post is the best.”

% Ira D. Sankey, the world's great singing evangelist, writes:
“I have used the Post pen for some time and have had great satis-
faction with its use. It never fails or gets cranky. Ore can at
L?ﬁt have cleap hands by using the Post, whatever the lkeart way

| p——— - - - o — e

Hon. Luther Laflin [lills, Chicago’s celebrated criminal law-
yer, writes: ‘““Your Post Fountain Pen is the best I have ever used
—simple, reliable, durable—and I thank you for having brought it
to my notice.”

The price of the “Post” is $3.00. It cannot be purchased under this price anywhere. The paten-
tee has a settled understanding with the trade and agents that $3.00 shall be the minimum price at
which it retails. But by a Special Agreement we are in a position to make the following

Remarkable Offer.

We will send the Post Fountain Pen, postpaid, and the American Sentinel

one year for - - -

$2.50

If you want a really reliable pen, now is your chance. If desired, we will send the ‘“Sentinel’’ to one

address and the pen to another.
Address

$566586FEFBIEIFIBBSSISISSSIEPPBIESEH 2 &

In ordering, state kind of pen desired—medium or fine.

AMERICAN SENTINEL,
39 Bond St.,, New York City
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No paPER next week. The next
SeENTINEL Will be issued January 4.

S

AnxorHER arrest in the South for
working on Sunday. We learn that
a Mr. Little, of Citronville, Ala., an
observer of the seventh day, has
been summoned to appearbefore the
grand jury to answer to this charge.

o

WitH the new volume of the SEN-
TINEL there will begin a series of ar-
ticles treating of the relation of the
National W. C. T. U. to the question
of Sunday legislation, as fixed by
the action of thelate W. C. T. U. na-
tional convention touching it. And
these will be articles which no per-
gon who reads this notice can afford
to miss. Do not forget this, and do
not forget to mention it to your W.
C. T. U. and other friends.

&%

TaroveE the kindness of Mr.
Joseph Bradfield, of Washington,
- D. C.,‘ we have received a copy of the
text of the Supreme Court decision
mentioned lastweek, with other pub-
lications relating to the same.

The first issue of the new volume
will contain an article by Mr. Brad-
field quoting the decision and point-
ing out its dangerous character as a
departure from the principles laid
down by President Madison and
others separating church and state
in this country.

S

Tue state is not a personality
- bound by the moral law,and cannot
be, for the reason that the state is

bound to execute the law. We, as

moral beings, are bound to keep the
moral law, but to execute it—never!
Yet the state, if it should attempt

to keep that law, would necessarily
attempt to execute it; since to exe-
cute the law is the special purpose
for which the state exists, and the
only way in which the state can deal
with law at all. Individual keeping
of the moral law and state keeping
of that law, are two vastly different
things.
&

“NoT by might, nor by power, but
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of
Hosts.” This is what the AMERICAN
SENTINEL has been saying to the
people who have been and are yet
calling for legislation to reform so-
ciety. And this week we print an
article showing what we mean by
quoting thisScripture text,and that
we are not talking impracticable
theories. It is the SENTINEL’s de-
sign not only to talk this text, but
to illus&rate it; and the article in
this issue is only the first of many
which it hopes to publish to thatend
the coming year.

o

THE supreme court of Italy has
. given a decision declaring that the
popeis not a sovereign, but is sub-
ject to all duties and obligations of
a civilian, and that he is not enti-
tled to the privilege of inviolability
of his mails, such as the representa-
tives of sovereign powers in Rome
enjoy. Italso disputes the right of
the pope to receive deputations, am-
bassadors, or envoys from the vari-
ous courts of Europe. It is consid-
ered possible that King Humbert
may enter a protest against such
recognition of the pope as a sove-
reign by European courts.

o

“LeT the work of reform begin
within the church,”” is the response
of the N.Y. Sun to the voice of the
National Reform convention lately
held in this city. And the Sun forti-
fies its position by valid reasons.
See p. 790.

&

TuE command to observe the Sab-

bath was not spoken to govern-

ments, but to individuals. National
Sabbath-keeping depends wholly
upon individual Sabbath-keeping.

“He that regardeth the day [the
Sabbath], regardethitunto the Lord;
and he that regardeth not the day,
to the Lord he doth not regard it.”
So wrote the ApostlePaul. In either
case, the responsibility is to God
and not to the man.

“It is All That I Want in a
Bible.”

SAYS one of our subseribers who
has recently received one of our
Premium Bibles:—

““Permit me to acknowledge the
receipt of the Bible you sent me with
the SENTINEL. To say that I am
pleased with the Bible, but feebly
expresses it. I am really surprised
at the book. I have been trying for
years to get such a Bible. It is all
that I want in a Bible. If I could
not get another like thisone, I would
not take tem dollars for the Bible
that I obtained of you.”

It is not too late yet to secure
this fine Bible in connection with the -
SENTINEL. :

Our Premium Bible is the
““Self-Proncuncing’’ kind; that is,
the difficult Secripture names are
divided into syllables, the vowels
have their diacritical marks,and the
proper aecent is given. Both King
James and revised versions aregiven
and the Bible is no larger than the
ordinary one, Size is 5%x8 by 1¥%
inches thick.

It is printed in large, clear type,
contains the most used ‘““helps’’—
the concordance and maps—and is
bound in Tampico Morocco, divinity
circuit, leather lined to edge, round
corners, red under gold edges, and

. has silk book mark.

Furnished with the SENTINEL one
year for $3.50. Bible may be sent
to one address and the paper to

-another. This offer is made to both

old and new subscribers.

This offer will soon be withdrawn,
as it will not be continued after our
present stock is exhausted. So or-
der at once. Address,

AMERICAN SENTINEL.
39 Bond St., N. Y. City.
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