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All men oﬁght to keep the Sabbath but no man
ought to be forced to keep the Sabbath. Religious
service must rest wholly upon love, not upon force..

SR

The “will of the: maJonty in religion is no more
binding upon the minority to-day, and no safer a guide,
than it was in the days of Noah, Abraham, or. Eh]ah

& 2

Christians cannot possibly be the “salt of the

" earth” at the ballot box; at such a place a Christian
counts for no ‘more than the most tingodly person on

earth, since they stand on a perfect equality in the

right to vote. One Christian can “chase a thousand.

and two put ten thousand to flight”; but not at the

polls or the primary. Christianity cannot count in-the
sphere of politics.

, oo

The Creator gave the world only. 6ne sun and one
Sabbath, and it is as possible to create another sun by
ieglslatmn as another-Sabbath, or to maintain one

' by legislation as to maintain the other. There can
be only one day s#nctified as the Sabbath in the same

--‘week ,—only one day set apart from all other days as
a®day of rést:: ‘We must take the Sabbath institution as
it comes to us from God’s hands rather than from
the legislature.

The only protect1on that is nceded from the state
is the protectlon of men in the enjoyment of natural
rlghts

g

Because a certain thing 'may be clearly for the
public good, it does not follow that its enforcement
should be attempted by law. 'Most people will admit
that the extension of Christianity is clearly for the
public good, but few would advocate its promulgation
by legislation. It is clearly for the public good 'that
men should regard the laws of health, but here'again
law is powerless to secure the end dESlred And SO
m a multitude of other cases.

Thé Decline of Sﬁnday Obser"r'ance,.

Almost every writer and speaker in behalf of Sun-
day legislation' has something to say about the “in-
creasing desecration of the Lord’s day.” “The Sab-
bath is imperiled,” we are told, “by a growing ten-
dency to secularize it, to neglect its religious privi-
leges, to substitute the vulgarities of the Sunday
press for communion with higher and sweeter themes,
to devote its sacred hours to travel, to excursions of
pleasure, and to mere social functions.” This is the
statement made by Rev. R. F. Sample, a leading Prés-
byterian; and the like lament is heard everywhere
from his contemporaries in the work of Sunday re-
form.

There is no reason to doubt that Sunday desecra—
tion is increasing. The statements made by the friends
of Sunday upon this point are no doubt substantially
true. But those who are calling for Sunday laws as a
remedy for the evil, as they view it, entirely miss the
lesson that should be learned from it touching the
preservation of the Sunday institution. The very fact
that public regard for the day is fast being lost, is
evidence that it is beyond the power of legislation to
stay the decline that has overtaken it. ‘

Regard for an institution cannot be put into the
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hearts of the peopIe by law. Human statutes andvacts

-of legislatuifes are powerless ‘to: -contrél'those influ-
-ences by which an institution—as ‘the Sunday sabbath -

——gains or loses in-the belief and-affections of man-
kind. Formerly Sunday was much more generally
observed-than:it-is to-day, because there was a more
general belief in its claims as a sacred day, and-a more
general regard for it as such; now that belief and re-
gard are on-the decline, and no law can.save the in-
stitution from the resulting disintegration.

- The only remedy for the situation must be some-
thing: that will influence the minds and hearts of the
people in favor of the claims made for Sunday as a
sacred day. How such a remedy can be found, we
do 'not know; indeed, we do not believe it can be
found at all.
a foundation for belief in Sunday as against the claims
of the seventh day, and while men can. reasonably
doubt the genuineness of its claims they cannot be ex-
pected to have any regard for it beyond that which
may arise from purely selfish-motives. With-the Cath-
olics :Sunday rests upon tradition and the authorxty of
the Catholic church, and this is the only stable foun-
dation upon which the institution can be based. FPro-

testants must either go over to this foundatlon for the.

day or see it lapse into complete decay and ruin. But
if they go over to Rome s foundation they will be no
longer Protestants

of tradition and church authority as the basis of relig-

ious obligation, which they abandoned at the Refor-,

mation? Evidently they must soon do ‘either the one
or the other; and meanwhile there is being held' out
to them the alternative of accepting the claims of the
seventh day Sabbath of the fourth commandment,
resting upon the word and authonty of 1nsp1rat1on'
alone. o \ —_— s.

Sunday Then and Now.

“Sunday labor must be stopped,” says “Sunday
Réform Leaflets.” “It is undermining our Christian
civilization; and, so long as it continues, an immense
number will be kept away from religious influences,
preparing for that mental and moral state out of which
come labor troubles, strikes, and riots; and worse
things may be expected under separations from re-
ligion.” :

This is exactly the argument used in faver of Sun-
day laws in the fourth century. . First Sunday work
kept the people away from “religious influences,” that
is from the churchies, therefore work was forbidden.

Theh the people being idle, they resorted .not to the .

churches, but to the theaters, which kept them “away
from religious influences” ; therefore the theatres were
prohibited on Sunday. The result was that the people

The Scriptures evidently do not afford -

Which course will they take?
Will they give up Sunday or go back to the ground’

aﬂ?beea:mﬁ S0 “rgood"*that ﬁha empite is called even to-

Those who refused to be “good” were kllled and
this order of things continued for many centuries. It
is true that the major portion of that time is known as
the “Dark Ages,” but there are'a good many people
who'seem anxious to see the history of the “Holy
Roman Empire;” the Inquisition, and the Dark Ages

- generally, repeated in thiseland and in the twentieth

century, soon tordawn upen-the world.

A Christian Citizenship Evangelist.

“The National Christian Citizenship League,
moved by profound spiritual passion for the coming of

-the Kingdom of God on earth, and after prayerful con-

sideration,” says its- organ, The Social Forum, “has

concluded to add to its other lines, a department of

evangelistic work. However much we may reahze the
inadequacy and deplore the partial failure of present
religious effort, we nevertheless know that in the past
there has been a deep spiritual fire associated with the
old life. Smoldering and dormant it may now be, but
as in other times in response to the soul’s intensest
yearnings and man’s supremest need the breath of
God will again fan it into a purifying flame that will
sweep over the land, and pride and vanity and the
idols of the heart will be dissolved before it hke chaff
in a furnace. * * *

“We believe that the essential weakness of present-
day methods, both in religion and reform, is the failure
to address the heart as well as the head. We believe
the heart when powerfully appealed to and profound-
ly stirred will apprehend the right with more unerring
accuracy than will the head ; that with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness, and when the emotions
are deeply agitated they will overflow, suffuse and
compel the assent of the intellect, when confession will
be made unto salvation. Believing this, the National
Christian Citizenship League propose earnestly te seek
a revival of spiritual fervor and power, assured that
only through such a revival can Christ’s righteousness
be realized, the Christ-life be incarnated in our own
and the evils that menace our collective life be abol-
ished.” S
By “our collective life” the Social Forum means
our political life. And, th1s new movement proposes
to. unite religion and pohtlcs, and to appeal to the re-
ligious sentiments and feelings of the people to move
them to political action. This can mean nothing less
than practical union of church and state, first of all in
the individual and then in “our collective life.”

We are not of those who believe that one can be

an honest man in private life and a rogue in public life;
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or-a saint-in:the chugch: anid a ‘sitiher a1 politdes.. T

one’s religion is worth havingdt wilbmake him hopest
wherever he is. But this is quite a different thing from
saying that “when the emotions are deeply agitated
they will overflow, suffuse and compel the assent of
the intellect.”

-We want no government by camp-meeting or re-
vival methods. Government by “the emotions” “deep-
ly agitated” by fervid appeals-to. religious sentiment is
just what they had in Spain-and the N. etherlands under
the sway of the Inquisition. Another form of it is
seen to-day in the Boxer uprising in China; while our

American Sunday laws are due to the same cause— .

deep religious feeling rather than sanctlﬁed common
sense, -

- The Christian Citizenship- League is pursuing
either a phantom, or the deamon of church-and-state
union. -If the first, their efforts must be fruitless of
practical results; if the second, their success could
bring only wide-spread ruin; first of American liberty
and American manhood, and secondly of the Republic
itself. - _ B. -

Christianity and Politics.

Pastor Friedrich Naumann, who is a prominent
figure in the ranks of practical Christian workers in
Germany, has published a book on “Democracy and
the Impérial Power,” in which he shows that Christ’s
teachings furnish no rule for guidance in politics.
Consequently the publication has produced “a deep

and disappointing sensation” among those within the

circle of his influence, who were looking for an oppo-
site view to be set forth. “The author,” we are told,
“has been one of the most active representatives of
the Christian Socialist agitation, which has seen in
the application of the teachings of Christ to the social

and political problems of the day the panacea for all

the ills that affect humanity.” Now the former “Chris-
tian Socialist” has withdrawn from the position he held
as such touching the application of Christ’s teaching
to politics, and states the conclusion at Wthh he has
arrived, in these words:—

“Jesus Christ was not a politician. The attempt
has often been made to extract from the never-failing
fountain of his Word the rules that should control po-
litical thought and action. Protestants, too, have made
such attempts, and in former years the author of this
book has joined in these efforts. But the result of
all these studies has been the conviction that-the moral
ideas of the Master are of such a gemneral character,
being intended for application to .all manners and con-

‘ditions of men, and are so purely ethical and abstract

in their nature, that they do not furnish a gu1de to
coniduct in specific cases nor answer such guestions
as,, What should be our politics in the period of in-

dustrialism, or our attitude toward social democracy,.

‘or evenrtowardzaristocracy ?- - Jesus thereby does not -

decrease in value for us; but we are not- able o deduce
our political tactics from him.”

“Jesus Chrlst ‘was not a poht1c1an ; that states the
whole truth of the matter in a nutshell. And because
he was not a politician, he did not enter into the arena
of political strife, and his words and example furnish
no-rule by which to guide political activity. And as
the life of Christ is Christianity, now as well as nine-
teen centuries-ago, it follows that Christianity knows
nothing of politics. The aims of Christianity are: not
to be attained by political means. Chri\st’.s‘king.,dom
is mot of this world. '

We commend the results of Pastor Naumann’s
study of this: subject to all those in this country who
are trying to set up the kingdom of God or establish
righteousness .in the earth through political reform
parties or by .any political agency. An-earnest and
candid investigation of the question in the light of the
words of Jesus ‘Christ, will, we trust, be the salvation
of ‘many-from one of the most: dangerous of modern
delus10ns T S S-S

Chr1st1ans should hold their c1t1zensh1p on hlgh A
country is not safe till the citizens are seekmg the Bet-
ter Country. The supreme loyalty to one’s fatherland
is loyalty to’ one’s Father in Heaven As the spirit:
of mammon is the ruin of the land SO the spirit of.
other-worldlmess is its salvatlon It prevents undue-
wealth, It checks ambition. It avoids fr1ct1on be--
tween worker and worker. It makes men faithful. It:
empties saloons and _builds up homes—Amos R..
Wells.

Duty of Civil-Magistrates Towards Religion.

The civil magistrate either respecteth that religions
and worship which his conscience is persuaded is true, .
and upon which he ventures his soul, or else that and:
those which he is persuaded are false.

Concerning the first, if that which the magistrate-
believeth to be true, be true, I say he owes a three-<
fold duty unto it:

First.. Approbatmn and countenance, a reverent.
esteem and honorable testimony, according to Isaiah
xlix, Revelation xxi, with a tender respect of truth
and the professors of it.
~ Secondly. Personal submission of his own soul
to the power of the Lord. Jesus in that spiritual gov-
ernment and kingdom, according. to Matthew xwiii,
I.Cor. v.

Thirdly. Protect1on of such true professors of
Christ, whether apart, or rnet together as also of their
estates, from. violence and injury, according to.
Rom. xiii, . . '
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Now, secondly ; 'if it be a false rehgmn (unto wh1ch
the civil magistrate dare not adjoin, yet) he owes:

First. Permission (for approbation he owes not to
‘what is evil), and this accordmg to Matthew xiii, 30,
for public peace and quiet’s sake.

Secondly. He owes protection to the persons of
his subjects (though of.a false worship) that no injury
be offered either to the persons or goods of any.
Rom. xiii—Roger Williams.

" The Ontario. Sunday Law.

As perhaps most of the readers of the Sentinel
know, the Ontario Sunday law has been before the
‘Court of Appeals of the Dominion of Canada to test
its conmstitutionality. - The most.of the time May 22-28
‘was devoted to the hearing of the case by that court
in Osgood Hall, Toronto. Some very interesting facts
‘were brought out during the hearing, and some very
strange positions were taken. The question is, wheth-
-er the provincial government of Ontario has the right

to enact a Sunday law, or whether this power rests

solely with the Dominion government (of Canada).
By the Act of Federation, all criminal laws belong to
‘the Dominion government, and the provinces have
‘no right to make or alter criminal laws. Sunday laws
have recently been: classed in Nova Scotia as criminal
laws. If this decision is correct, then the Sunday laws
.of the provinces are evidently unconstitutional.  So
ithe matter was carried up for a final hearing.

‘The Lord’s Day Alliance made a véry strong effort
:to have the constitutionality of the law established.
“Two eminent lawyers argued the case for three days
‘before the court in behalf of the Sunday law. The
lawyer for the other side of the questlon used but one
half day.

It was very persistently affirmed by the lawyers
:for the Lord’s Day Alliance that the question is not in
.any wise a religious one, also that it is not a question
-of morality. It was stated that the name of the insti-
tution as it appears in the law, the Lord’s-Day Act,
‘might give to the matter a religious appearance, but
‘that was misleading. Though the day is called the
Lord’s day, yet the law concerning its observance is
;pu'rely a civil statute, regulating the conduct of men
with each other. It was also stated that the violation
-of the law did not embrace anything immoral. When
-asked by the judge how this could be shown, or why

‘the speaker took this position, the reply was “because .

rthere is nothing in the violation of the law that affects
‘a man’s conscience.”

This is certainly a very interesting statement, and
“we wish it might be proclaimed in the ears of men
-everywhere, that there is nothing in the violation of
*Sunday laws that need disturb any man’s conscience.
iBut this would be strange doctrine for Sunday law ad-

" with their customs and ‘ideas.

vicates across the'line from ds, Surely. But the state-
ment is just as good there as here. o

Another very interesting position that was taken
by the Sunday law advocates was that it would be an
impracticablé thing to have a national . Sunday law,
that each province should be allowed to make its own
Sunday laws. The argument in favor of this position
was that it would not be fair, for illustration, to ask
Quebec to conform to the ideas of Ontario people
in regard to Sunday observance, that these French
speaklng people had vety different ideas of Sunday
observance than we of English extraction have, and
they should be allowed to have laws in conformity
On thé other hand, it
would not be right for Quebec to ask Ontario to adopt
her ideas of Sunday observance, and that as there are
variouts notions about Sunday observance in the vari-
dus provinces, therefore each province “should be aI-
lowed to make its own Sunday laws.

"This is again very important information for Sun-
day law advocates everywhere. Hear, all of you. A
national Sunday law—the very thing Sunday law agi-
tators are clamoring for—is an impracticable thing.
Then, forever abandon the project. Different races
and different provinces-and states differ in their ideas
of Sunday observance, and -so it would be unjust to
make a law bringing all to a compulsory observance
of the same law.

*But why stop with the State or Province? Sup-
pose in two adjoining counties men differ in their
ideas of this matter, why is it any. more just to have
a Sunday law applying alike to both counties? ~And
further. Suppose that in two adjoining sieighborhoods
the sentiment is different, yes, suppose two families
living side by side differ in their ideas concerning the
rest day. Shall we have a law applying alike to both?
Provinces are only neighborhoods grown large The

rights of one man are of precisely the samie nature as

those of a collective body of men. The ‘f‘dlly':and ab-
surdity of any government, state or nation, présuming
to establish a Sunday law was most clearly evident
to the attentive listener to the above arguments.

Let these two points be remembered, that Sunday
observance is not a matter of conscience (of a-well-in-
structed conscience at least), and that the idea of a

-national Sunday law is a farce, on account of its mani-

fest injustice. F. D. Starr.

Recently, Lord Minto, Governor-General of Can-
ada, was in Toronto on Sunday. ~According to news-
paper reports, early in the day he attended service
at St. James Cathedral, and after that entertained
guests at lunch. When the time for Lord Minto’s de-
parture arrived a guard of honor, consisting of the
Forty-eighth Highlanders, with their band, escorted
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the viceregal party to the tram which left ‘Sunday
evening for Ottawa.

“The circumstance,” it is said, “has caused much
pain among the strict ‘Sabbath-loving’ people of Can-
ada. Rev. Dr. Milligan, pastor of St. Andrew’s Pres-
byterian church, took occasion to administer a rebuke
from the pulpit, and in many quarters Lord Minto’s
action has been condemned.”

The Catholic Standardvand Times on the
Philippine Situation.

Mention is made in our “News, Notes and Com-
ment,” of Bishop McFaul’s recent utterance concern-
ing the duty of Catholics to make their influence felt
“whenever bigots attempt the invasion of our rights.”

Still more recently the Bishop has written to the
editor of the Catholic Standard and Times (Philadel-
phia), saying: “No Catholic political party is intended,
neither are we to act as Catholics in obtaining our
rights, but as American citizens—and employ the
means guaranteed to citizens. Qur people are asked
to imitate representative non-Catholic laymen, who go
before local boards, State Legislatures and the Na-
tional Congress in behalf of their rights as citizens or
for the redress of grievances, * * * This is a
campaign of education—mnot only for Catholics, but
for non-Catholics as well. Bigots have too long
dragged our religion into politics for their own selfish
ends. We propose to put a stop to this mixing up
of our religion with politics, and to prevent discrimi-
nation against us as American citizens simply because
we are Catholics. It cannot be doubted that the griev-
ances we are suffering at home and in our new pos-
sessions would never have occurred, at least they would
soon have been removed, if we had made known our
sentiments in legitimate channels with that strength
of purpose which would have made an impression up-
on those in authority.”

As intimated elsewhere, the Catholics lock at such
things in a very different light from that in which most
Protestants view them. For example, a few years
since when the Protestant churches that had been re-
celving’ governmental aid for their Indian schools, vol-
untarily relinquished it, the Catholics refused to do so;
and the act passed by Congress at that time, pro-
viding that after a certain date no more such appro-
priations should be made, is one of the'“grievances”
of which they complain.

Taking Bishop McFaul’s letter as a text, the Cath—-
olic Standard and Tlmes says:

“The present is ,not a time for irresolution. It is
not enough that Catholics consider their position, pass
resolutions and speak through the newspapers. They
have voices and votes. .. These they must use with the

earnestness of men who know what they are about
and determined to carry their resolve. They are
American citizens, and they have the same rights un-
der the Constitution as all other classes of citizens.
When they see other citizens banding together for
the purpose of making an attack on Catholic institu-
tions and Catholic principles and Catholic property,
they would not deserve the name of American citizen-
ship to stand idly by -while such an outrage on the
Constitution was being contrived.”

It will be remembered how active certain Catholic
prelates were at the conclusion of the Spanish-Amer-
ican war to secure the “rights of the church.” These
“rights” had reference of course to the condition of
affairs under the church-and-state regime in Cuba,
Porto Rico, and the Philippines.

Referring to this phase of the question, the paper
we quote says: “There is confiscation in the air. Many
portents point to an assault upon the property of the
religious orders in the Philippines, in breach of the
treaty with Spain.”

The Standard and Times then quotes the Brook—
Iyn Eagle, “one of the best informed papers,” which
“gives, on the authority of its Washington correspon-
dent, a statement made to him by ‘an Administration
official high in authority,” to this effect”:

“The friars are to be gotten out of the Philippines,
but at this time it is impossible to say how their ex-
pulsion is to be effected. Navy and army officers have
reported that much of the trouble and discontent in
the islands is the result of the influence of the priests.
While we know that this sect has been violently op-
posed to our government and that efforts were made
by its members to aid and encourage the rebellion
against the authority of the United States, we regard
the friars as more menacing to the interests of the na-
tives than to the United States. The whole subject of
their future is to be decided by the Philippine Com-
mission, which has full power to dispose of the mat-
ter. Of course, we are being kept advised as to what
is being done and the final decision will have approval
of the Washington authorities.

“Numerous complaints have been received by the
American authorities, to the effect that grounds and
buildings have been seized in the past by representa-
tives of the Church in the Philippines. The titles thus
involved are to be searched by officials at Manila and
an attempt made to restore to the rightful owners all
property-that has been wrongfully confiscated. Adter
this has been done the sericus task of determining
what shall be done with the friars in regard to theic
future occupation of the Philippines will still remain.
Owing to their great number and the wealth of their
possessions, it will not be practicablé to do as Captain
Leary did at Guam—imerely to ship them out of the isl-
and. Some scheme will be devised, however, by which
the power of the friars will be greatly lessened.”

* Upon this the Standard and Times says:

“When we bear in mind the composition of the
Philippine Commission, there can be little wonder that
Catholics should feel the deepest apprehension. Meth-
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--odist and Baptist and Presbyterian ‘are. howling -like
famished. wolves for the spoils of the. monasteries.
* % % Not one of them a Catholic, not one of them
a man in whose impartiality a Catholic can have im-
plicit confidence. * * * Catholic interests in
the islands which were until lately colonies ‘of Spain
have no defenders now but the Catholics of the United
States. Let the full meaning of this fact be grasped

- by every Catholic here worthy'of the name.
be borne in mind how difficult it is to get any news of
a reliable character from those places on any subject,
.and then it must be seen how little chance there is of
the Catholics in Porto Rico and the Philippines at
least of getting their voices heard or their wishes re-
spected. We say nothing of Cuba, which is not alto-
gether in our power—as yet—Ilike these other terri-
itories. If there were never a howl for confiscation
from the disinterested (?) Christian sects, it would be
an imperative duty of the free Catholics here to come
to the aid of the millions of their co-religionists thrust
-outside the palisade of the Constitution while deprived
~of the protection of the friendly government of Spain.
‘"They are groaning under the evil of taxation without
representation. They are neither American citizens
nor Spanish colonials. They are tongue-tied and re-
«duced to the position of the dumb animals without the
benefit of a philanthropic society such as that which
‘interposes between the quadruped brute and the biped
‘brute. They cry to their fellow Catholics here to stand
‘between them and an irrisistible power whose force
is being utilized, and may be still more crushingly util-
ized, for the purposes of a conscienceless and hypo-
critical propaganda of bigotry. This is the most im-
mediate subject of concern for American Catholics.”

It must be evident to everyone, that the govern-
ment at Washington has some very difficult questions
with which to deal in its recently acquired colonies.

The treaty of peace with Spain provides that “the
inhabitants of the territories over which Spain relin-
«quishes or cedes her sovereignty shall be secured in
the free exercise of their religion.” And again: “Tudg-
‘ments rendered either in civil suits between private in-
»dividuals, or in criminal matters, before the date men-
tioned [Aug. 12, 1898], and with respect to which
there is no recourse or right of review under Spanish
Taw shall be deemed final.” And yet, again: “The rights
of property secured by copyrights and patents ac-
«quiired by Spaniards in the island of Cuba, and in Porto
Rico, the Philippines and other ceded territory, at the
time of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty,
-shall continue to be respected.” o

Much as justice may demand it, we do not see how,
-wunder this treaty, there can be even any review of
titles of property in the Philippine Islands; to say
-nothing of the expulsion of the friars and the confisca-
tion of property held by them prior to, and at the
time of the signing of the treaty of peace.

It has been asserted that much of the property held
‘by the friars was acquired something after the manner
of Ahab’s acquisition of Naboth’s vineyard (See 1
Kings 21). ‘““Whenever a man had a desirable planta-

Let it

.fien, they ‘would trump wp? some charge against: him,

have him arrested;: and; without - investigation, shot;
and the property was turned over to the monks.”

But this was done under color of law; and accord-
ing to the treaty, which is “part of the supreme law
of the land,” there is now no recourse that did not
exist under the Spanish regime.

The fact is that by the war with Spain, and by the
treaty of peace, the United States have been brought
face to face with some very perplexing questions. We
do not impugn the motive of the Philippine Commis-
sioners, nor of the representatives of the United States
who framed the treaty, but we do seriously question
whether, within the provisions of that treaty, substan-
tial justice can be done as between friars and Fili-

pinos. : B.

The State as the Protector of Liberty.

(From “‘Religion and the State,” by A. Hovey, D. D.)

In the great natural right to liberty of action is
included that of public worship, provided the same is
peaceful and orderly. This indeed is the highest exer-
cise of true liberty. Without it freedom is only a
name, or, rather, it is a misnomer. If men may not
obey their religious convictions in the worship of God,
if the highest mandates of conscience may not be ex-
pressed in action which does no violence to the rights.
of other men, it is useless to speak of liberty, for it
does not exist. | ,

When, therefore, Christians of any name ask for
protection in public worship, they seek for no espe-
cial favor or distinction, but only for that which the
state owes to all, whether Protestant or Papist, Jew
or heathen. For all men are entitled to pay their
homage without annoyance, in public or in private, to
whatever being they please. In fact, every assembly
of the people, called together for a purpose not crim-
inal or seditious, must be protected from disturbance.

A company of atheists, whether scientific or philo-
sophical, has, in the eye of civil authorities, the same
right to meet and proclaim unbelief, as any body of
Christians has to meet for the service of God. For the
state is not charged with the duty of ascertaining the
true faith and supporting it, but with the duty of as-
serting the equal freedom of all men to think and act
for themselves in matters of religion while they pay
due respect to the rights of one another.

It is a sad’confession of weakness for any body of
Christians to seek aid from the civil authorities in
maintaining religion. It is a reproach to the Saviour,
and to the agencies provided by him, when men call
for the sword to turn the crowd in his favor. Let
the friends of Christ be protected like other men in.
their natural rights, and trust to his grace and truth
for the rest! Then will they never be put to shame.
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_ Must ‘then, .the ddol wership-of. the- Chmese, who
swarm the Pacific Coast, be protected by all the power
of the state? Undoubtedly it must, according to the
view of civil government maintained in these pages;
-or, rather, the liberty of the Chinese to worship thus
must be defended, unless their worship can be shown
to violate the natural rights of other men,

The language of Roger Williams is not too strong:
“It is the will and command of God, that a permission
of the most paganish, Jewish, Turkish, or anti-Chris-
tian consciences and worships be granted to all men
in all nations and countries.” (“Blondy Tenent,” etc,,
Pp- 38. See Vol. iv. Publications of the Narragansett
Club.) '

But does not the state indorse the action when it
-protects the actor? By no means; it simply performs
its own duty in conserving the freedom of the people,
leaving at the same time with every one of them the
-responsibility of bis own conduct towards God.

There is no better reason for holding the state to

" ‘be implicated in the guilt of an idolator whose lib-
-erty it guards, than there is to believe it a sharer in
the grace of a Christian, whose freedom to worship
-God it vindicates. Indeed, a course of argument that
would make earthly rulers accountable for the abuse

'-of the religious liberty which they assure to the people,
would make the Creator and Redeemer of men respon-
-sible for the abuse of their moral freedom. A proper
-consideration of this fact would relieve the consciences
of many who seem to have a sort of confused notion
that “the powers that be” have some control over the
-religious belief and conduct of their subjects.

But this is not all. The view of civil government
-as an ordinance of God for the protection of men in
the exercise of their natural rights is the only one
that will justify Christians in claiming protection from
rthe state while they preach the gospel in heathen lands.
.For clearly it is absurd to ask the rulers of a heathen
-nation to concede to missionaries their rights to teach
-freely a religion which those rulers and their people
believe to be false, while the magistrates of a Chris-
~tian nation refuse the same liberty, as a right, to emis-
saries and teachers of idolatry.

To say that the Christian religion is true, and idol-
-atry false, is no reply to this; for if it belongs to the
rulers of one nation to decide for the people what is
-the true religion, it belongs to the rulers of every
other to do the same, and it is impossible to deny
-that, if they decide the matter at all, they must de-
-cide it honestly, that is, according to their belief.
And so, acting by the light which he has, the emperor
-of China would proclaim Buddhism or Confucianism
_ “to be the true religion, and refuse protection to Chris-
-tian teachers; the emperor of Russia would proclaim
“the orthodox faith of the Eastern Church, and deny

“protection to-Methodist- preachers the king of Swe-.

den would endorse the Lutheran creed and turn the -
power of the state against Baptists 11v1ng in his cities;
and all these rulers would perhaps adopt-the words
of John Cotton, in his letter to Richard Saltonstall,
justifying the cruel punishment of Obadiah Holmes in
Boston, saying that their “toleration” and “indulg-
ence” could not be extended to any person acting’
“against the order and government of our churches,
established (we know) by God’s law and (he knoweth)
by the laws of the country.”

It is cause for amazement that any thoughtful
American can believe that the state, as such, ought to
patronize Christianity in one place, if it may not do
the same for Buddhism in another; ot, in other lan-

. guage, that a Christian ruler is authorized to obey his

conscience, while a heathen ruler is not. Let every
one be fully persuaded in his own mind, and act ac-
cordingly, is the lesson of an apostle to the early
Christians ; and the same great teacher inculcates the
duty of respect for even the scruples of a weak con-
science.

Either, then, Christians have no right to claim pro-
tection from the state in preaching the gospel to the
heathen, or the duty of the state is simply to protect
men in the exercise of their natural rights, without
attempting to act for or against any form of religion.
That the latter view is correct, the writer firmly be-
lieves; and believing it would insist upon religious
freedom for all—in China, or Sweden, as well as in
the United States.

But though human government has no control over
religious faith or worship, it is bound to conserve
with sacred fidelity the liberties of the people against
all persons or influences that would destroy them;
and, therefore, if any religious sect were known to
deprive certain members of their personal freedom,
it would be the duty of the state to restore this to
them. If there were religious houses in which persons
who entered them freely, perhaps in early life, were
belicved, on good probable evidences, to be kept
against their will, the state would be under.obligation
to make diligent search, ascertain if possible the facts
of the case, and prevent the use of any physical re-
straint abridging liberty. By so doing it would simply
accomplish the purpose of its existence ; by refusing to
do this it would, in a measure, forfeit its right to be.
For, according to the view laid down in this investiga-
tion, the sphere of its action is well defined, including
the protection of personal freedom, the limits of its
service clearly established, and the probability of any
collision with any proper spiritual authority infinitesi-
mal. . )

Indeed, the perfect distinctness with which, on this
theory, the ends of civil government can be explained,
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and the ample scope which it leaves for the spiritual’

reign of Christ over the minds, consciences, and hearts
of men, are strong reasons for believing it correct.
When truth is discovered, it is commonly found to be
simple and harmonious. When the various duties and

relations of men are clearly apprehended they will be

seen to be self-consistent and indubitable,

Petition to the Premier of New Zealand. ‘

By People Suffering Religious Persecution in. Raro-
tonga, Cook Islands.

The following copy of a petition to the premier of
New Zealand, by natives of Raratonga, an island of
the Cook group, has been sent us by Dr. J. E. Cald-
well, who is in charge of the Medical Mission estab-
lished there by the Seventh-day Adventists.
plea for such aid as the New Zealand premier can ren-
der by his influence as a high official under the British
crown, in relieving a people suffering religious per-
secution at the hands of other people under British au-
thority. Since it was prepared a great and calamitous
change has, if reports be true, come over the situa-
tion in the island; peace has given place to war, with
its accompaniments of murder and destruction. How
far this terrible change may have resulted from the
persecution inflicted upon the natives, as the petition
sets forth, we cannot yet say; but it is directy trace-
able to the recent innovation of establishing Sunday
‘by law in the place of the seventh day, contrary to
the preferences and life-long custom of the people.
And most certainly also this armed resistance by the
natives has been altogether contrary to the teaching
and counsel of those who have stood by the natives in
their adherence to seventh- day observance :—

Raratonga, May, 1900.

To the Rt. Hon. Richard Seddon, Premier of New
Zealand:

Sir:—In my possession are a few facts familiar to
the people dwelling on Raratonga, to which I am
ready to call your attention, in behalf of humanity,
for so far as I am aware they have never been reported
outside of Raratonga either in official dispatches or by
newspaper cortrespondents.

I have the honor to be a representative of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Mission established in the Cook
Islands six years ago. I came here in response to an
invitation of the Parliament of Cook Islands extended
in 1893 to our society to send to this group a physi-
cian.
mention to you,—no political ambition to serve,—and
the religious principles which I hold in common with
those of nearly every member of the society which
I represent are such that Pcannot take an active part
in any political agitation either for or against the pres-
ent administration. But Saint Peter tells us in his
first general epistle that governments are instituted in

It isa

I have no personal grievances which I care to-

thé! providence of <God for ‘the“fgunishment of evil--
doers, and for the praisé of them that do well:” Im
my opinion, this government is not accomplishing that:
end for the natives, therefore, in order that the peo—
ple generally, and our fostering government in par-
ticular, may not be in ignorance of real conditions-
prevailing in this dependency, and hoping that, being
known, the evils may in some way be_ corrected, L
deem it my duty to inform you that for nearly six.
months shocking intimidations and religious perse-
cutions have been practiced on this island te such am
extent as to make it a discredit—even a cause for
shame——to the protectorate, in the eyes of those who-
know the facts.

I will here attempt to mention only a few isolated:
facts as they have come to my notice.

A house of worship erected by natives independent.
of any society, on land owned by an Ariki who was in:
sympathy with those who built it, was condemned by
another Ariki, threatened to be burned down, and:
afterward had its doors nailed up by the police, as it
remains at the present time, depriving its owners of
its use.

Six deacons and one native missionary belonging:
to the London Misionary Society’s church were fined.
for their refusal to attend the meetings of that church.
in its regular worship, and for meeting for worship in-
stead in their own home district prayer meeting houses-
on a day different from that of the L. M. S. meetings.
These services were entirely independent of the serv-
ices of any rival society. That this was religious per-
secution may be seen from the fact that the court.
discriminated between the deacons and the native pas-
tor, fining the deacons four pounds sterling each, and’
the native pastor five pounds, for the same offense.

Between thirty and forty individuals were assem--
bled in a group by court summons and fined one pound’
ten each, while a deacon in the same group was fined
two pounds ten, all for a similar offense to that above-
described.

Two mataiapos (high chiefs) were fined one pound.
ten each for giving sympathy and aid to a movement
to build a house of worship independent of the L.
M. Society’s authority, though at that time they were-
entirely independent of any rival society. When one
of the two yielded and agreed to follow the Ariki in:
matters of religion, his fine was remitted. After sev-
eral weeks the other one was excused from paying his-
fine upon his yielding to the continued demand of his-
high chiefs to forsake the assembly of those who con-
tinued to worship according to the long established.
custom of the people of the group.

Three mataiapos were berated by an Ariki not.
their own (some say that this was without precedent.
among natives) under the charge of having trampled.
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in their Ariki,;when the only. particular m which, they.

are known to have offended was in their failure to at-°

tend the religious services of the L. M. S.- when in-
vited to do so by the Ariki. )

‘More than a score of natives of all ranks were called
up by their Ariki by means of the police, and ha-
rangued for more than half an hour with threats, and
slanders, and false statements against members of a
rival society. The threats were that if they, the audi-
tors, there assembled by the police, did not cease to
attend the regular services of the rival society men-
tioned, they would be prosecuted, fined, banished to
Manuae or to a foreign country, or evicted from their
own houses, which of course stand on tribal lands.

There are four misionary societies now at work
on the Cook Islands.

The controversy which was the occasion of the
above described persecutions was the change of the
weekly rest day.

In May, 1899, the local committee of the L. M. S.
in meeting assembled at Tereora (so says the Karere,
the local organ of that society), decided to recom-
mend a change of their regular weekly services from
the seventh to the first day of the week. This, of
course, they had a right to do. The movement was
not popular among the natives of the group. Proba-
bly more than go per ¢ent of them objected to the
change, many from conscientious scruples, for the na-
tive Bibles declare that the seventh day is the Sab-
bath (Exod. 20:10).

Being encouraged by a law which Parliament
passed at its last session (it is said that there was diffi-
culty in persuading the members to.pass it), that so-
ciety effected the change named after Christmas, 1899,
and since that'time has held its regular services on the
first day of the week instead of the seventh, as before;
but for the first few weeks—until the authority of the
courts.could have time to produce an effect—the num-
ber attending in most villages was very small, indeed.

I have never heard it charged that the natives who
suffer persecution have broken any law. They have
simply claimed the right—and still claim it—to rest
and worship on the seventh day in harmony with
their understanding of their Bibles, and their practice
also for more than seventy-five years under the lead-
ership of the same society to which all their persecu-
tors now belong. Apparently every effort of their
former teachers to persuade them that the new way
is the better has only confirmed them in the belief that
the change rests wholly upon human authorlty A
great majorlty of them have never enjoyed the privi-
. lege of receiving Bible instruction from the teachers
of any other socfety.

Thus it is seen that what amounts to a new relig-

ion. has..been brought to the island and its dogmas
are being enforced by law contrary to the will of the
people; and that the new religion. includes both a’
new practice and respect for a new source of authority
in the realm of religion, not before taught the natives;
for until their confidence is established in some human
right and power to.change God’s law they cannot be
easily induced to abandon that law as taught them
for more than three quarters of a century, and which
seems so plain to them as they read it in their native
Bibles. All they ask for is relief from persecution.

I have briefly stated facts as I have observed them.

Should additional witnesses be desired to establish
the above statements they can be furnished in abun-
dance if the witnesses are guaranteed immunity from
punishment and annoyances for testifying against their
Arikis.

Under the present system of land tenure the peo-
ple hold their property at the pleasure of their Arikis. -
Many of them have told me privately in confidence
that they greatly desire freedom from the serfdom
they now suffer, by the introduction of English laws,
that they may enjoy civil and religious liberty as it is
enjoyed by the English-speaking people and Maoris
of New Zealand, and this wholly without my intro-
ducing the subject or suggesting such a change.
Without a guarantee of protection it would require
great boldness for them to testify publicly to any facts
which would compromise their Arikis. I once knew
a number of them to be prosecuted for signing a peti-
tion to His Excellency the Governor of New Zealand,
because their Arikis were then under an influence
which did not favor the petition. At that time the

sentence was suspended, and remains suspended to this
day, with the warning that if they ever dare to do so

again their punishment will be severe.

Though the Arikis are directly responsible for these
persecutions, I beg leave to say that I have much
sympathy for them, thinking it probable that since they
have neither literature nor a knowledge of history,
they have no proper conception of the enormity of the
wrongs they are doing their people, having been in-
duced, possibly, to adopt that pohcy from outside in-
fluences.

Hoping you may have a pleasant voyage and reach
your home again with renewed strength, I have the
honor, sir, to be

Your obedient servant,
J. E. CaALpwWELL,
Superintendent of Raratonga Medical Mission of Sev-
enth-day Adventists.

If the “civil” Sabbath were really a civil institution,
it would not be the source of so much unc1v11 actzon on
the part of its supporters
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In commenting upon the recent arrest and fining
in North Carolina of a Seventh-day Adventist cripple
for selling candy and peanuts on Sunday, the Amer-

ican Israelite says: “It is an acknowledged fact that
these people are the best of citizens, noted for their
temperance, industry and frugality. In almost every
instance they have not been arrested because they
were obtrusive in their Sunday labor, or in any way
disturbed people who observed that day, but simply
because they differ in their belief from the predominant
Christian denominations. There is something besides
anti-Semitism in this world.” :

Yea, truly there is “something besides anti-Semit-
ism in this world,”—something radically wrong. "It is
the same spirit of intolerance that killed Cain, sold
Joseph into bondage, crucified Christ, made millions of
martyrs during the Dark Ages. And the end is not
yet.

* L%
*

“While a minister was offering public prayer at
the opening of the great political convention on July
4,” says the Michigan Christian Advocate, “a strong
band came marching into the hall with every instru-
ment tooting or clanging. The worldly methods are
noisy, and too often drown the contemplative moods.
This is true in the case of all men. In this special in-
stance it was a great pity that the devotional moments
of skilled politicians should be at all shortened. They
are all too brief already in every party.”

We don’t want to discourage prayer, but if there is
a place where it is utterly inappropriate that place is
a political convention. There is no more reason why
a political convention should be opened -with prayer

than that the polls should be opened by prayer. The .

idea that “skilled politicians” feel any true devotion
at such a time, except devotion to party, is absurd.

* *
*

Baseball playing on Sunday is unlawful in Michi-
gan, according to a decision just rendered by the
supreme court of that State. The case arose over
a game of ball at Owosso, Mich., and the prosecutor
was a Methodist clergyman. The Sunday laws are
not religious at all, we are told; but for some reason
it is always a clergyman that is seeking their enforce-
ment. The facts of this case are thus stated by the
Inter Ocean:—

“By statute in Michigan games of baseball are for-
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bidden,on Sunday, and when a. game .was announced

through the papets for a certain Sunday, the Metho-

dist clergyman called up the sheriff by telephone the
night before and notified him that the game was ad-
vertised to take place. The sheriff contends that he
made an effort to stop the game, but nevertheless it
was played. Then the clergyman published an open
letter to the sheriff in two local newspapers, charging
him, in severe language, with intentional neglect of
duty. Thereupon the sheriff began an action for libel
and recovered a verdict for $1,000—$50 damage to his
office and $950 for damage to his feelings. The su-
preme court reversed this judgment, holding that it
was the duty of the sheriff to prevent the game, and
if the players persisted in proceeding with it it was
his duty promptly to arrest them. The court held fur-
ther that a statute forbidding ball games on Sunday is
constitutional.”

£ *
*

“We are among those,” says the Michigan Chris-
tian Advocate, “who believe that an intelligent and
enthusiastic patriotism is included in our Christian
religion.”

Ii the Advocate is correct, then the Chinese Box-
ers must be, if not Christians at least “not far from
the kingdom,” for they are patriotic to the point of
fanaticism. :

Patriotism is a virtue only so far as it is love of cor-
rect principles. If it means no moré than love of a
certain portion of territory within certain boundaries,
either natural or political, it is only an animal instinct,
more strongly developed in some beasts and birds
than in man. If it means love of the society and in-
stitutions of one’s country, then it is a virtue only to
the extent that that society and those institutions are
worthy of confidence and support. Imagine intelligent
patriotism in this sense, among the common people
in Turkey, Italy, or Russia. It is impossible. But
men may be just as truly Christian there as in the
most favored lands. “Patriotism” is too often the
sentiment of fools and the bulwark of tyrants. .

* *
*

Among the inconsistencies of professedly Chris-
tian people which furnish atheists with an opportu-
nity to rail against Christianity and in their own eyes
justify themselves, not the least is the attitude of most
churches toward the restriction of Sunday traffic. The
following illustration is furnished by the Freethought
Magazine:

. “A convention of Christians recently passed the
following resolution, which we clip from the Chicago
Tribune:

“‘Resolved, That we give the weight of our in-
fluence to every legitimate movement which tends to
abolish the sale of intoxicants on the Lord’s day, and
we urge the complete closing of saloons on Sunday.’

“Now, if saloons are good things they ought to be
open on all days of the week, and if they are a bad
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thing they should:b& opeit’bn no day of the week: How
would a resolution of this kihd sound:

“ ‘Resolved, That we give the weight of our in-
fluence to every legitimate movement which tends to
abolish highway robbery on the Lord’s day, and we
urge that this crime be entirely prohibited on Sunday.’
And everybody knows that humanity suffers ten
times more from the work of saloons than from the
highway robbers.”

The M1ch1gan Christian Advocate has this to say
concerning the charges of political methods in the
late Methodist conference in this city: “One delegate
to the general conference wants to testify that there
was no cause to set afloat stories of political wire pull-
ing. He deliberately states that ‘these stories origi-
nated with persons who fail to get the recognition they
think themselves entitled to. Everything was open
and above board, and the efforts to secure the election
-of certain men were made in a perfectly fair and open
way.” Other men give an opposite report. Which
shall we believe? Which is right? Believe both.
Both are truthful. Both bear veracious testimony.
The only difference between them is that one doesn’t
know and the other does. One neither saw nor heard
anything improper, the other did.”

The charge that political methods, were used does
not mnecessarily mean dishonest methods. Political
conventions are sometimes conducted in a perfectly
“fair and open way.”

The Advocate is doubtless correct: one man saw
things the other did not see. He was not a wise
Jjustice who discharged a man accused of stealing a pig,
because while only two witnesses testified positively
‘that they saw the defendant steal the pig, twelve wit-
nesses testified that they did not see him steal it. The
ignorance of one man concerning a fact, however mon-
umental that ignorance may be, cannot offset the posi-
tive knowledge of another man, however limited that
*knowledge may be.

Some time since we made mention of the move-
#nent on foot for the federation of all Roman Catholic
~societies of this country. Recently Bishop McFaul, of
“Trenton, N. J., has taken occasion to urge that this
be done. He says that the influence of such a union
“should be felt in our State legislatures, and in' the
National Congress, whenever bigots attempt the in-
vasion of our rights.” Of course in the Bishop’s view
“bigots attempt the invasion of our rights” whenever
any attempt is made to keep the Catholic Church from
getting whatever she happens to demand. The Bishop
says that the twelve million Catholics have no influ-
ence in the country proportional to their numbers,
‘that few Catholics can get an office; while the sects
are so united that if a legislature interferes with their
smallest claim they besiege the legislative halls and

frxgh*f&%“n the lwmakers into submission.
he says, for Catholics to “rush to the front,” and awake

should take;

It is time,

from their torpor.

So far as the reports state, the Bishop did not dis-
tinctly state just what direction this new activity
but it has been suggested that one thing
he had in mind was the American public school sys-
tem—including the Indian schools. They are indig- .
nant that Congress should have decreed the end of ap-
propriations for religious schools; they think it a
great wrong to them.

“Wearied by the useless waiting for assistance from
the present government, the Catholics of Spain,” says
the Catholic Mirror, “have demanded from the min-
istry permission for the foundation in Madrid out of
their own means of a purely Catholic university, sim-
ilar to the one at Louvain, Belgium.”

And this is just what the Catholics of Spain ought
to have done in the first place. No government on
earth ought to give one cent in any way either to found
or to maintain sectarian institutions either educat1ona1
or otherwise.

It is stated that an order will soon be issued for
the election of members of an assembly to form a con- -
stitution for Cuba. The apportionment will be on the
basis of one member for each one thousand inhabit-
ants. The chief justice of the island, two of the insular
secretaries, the civil governor of Havana, and the rec-
tor of the University of Havana will sit in the conven-
tion with the elected representatives.

At a recent meeting of leading Filipinos to con-
sider the question of securing a satisfactory peace, a
paper was prepared stating a number of conditions
which they deemed essential to that end, one of which
was the expulsion of the friars. Upon this point the
whole assembly were unanimous and earnest. In the
comments elicited by the incident the general opinion
is expressed that the friars will be left undisturbed
in their possessions.

According to the latest official Roman Catholic -
census, which is said to have been “very carefully pre-
pared,” there are in the United States 10,129,677 Cath-
olics.

The religious journals of India are said to be crit-
icizing the viceroy, Baron Curzon, for disregard of
Sunday. The Church of England papers are consist-
ent, however, inasmuch as they criticize him even
more severely for travelling on Good Friday.
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Civil and Religious Marriages- Again.

“It is well-known,” says the Lutheran-Witness,
commenting upon the question of civil marriage in
Cuba, “that the Roman Catholic does not recognize the
vakdity of any marriage ceremony which has been
solemnized by any one not a priest of his church. Ac-
cordingly, in countries where the Roman Catholic is
the state religion, no civil marriages are permitted.
‘This was the case, e. g., in Cuba and Porto Rico un-
der Spanish rule. The exorbitant fees charged by the
priests for performing the marriage ceremony brought
about a great looseness in morals and a prevalence of
concubinage. When our authorities took charge of
the islands they, of course, sought for means and ways
of abolishing this state of affairs. In his endeavors
in this direction the governor-general of Cuba jumped
to the opposite extreme by forbidding all except civil
marriages.” ‘

It is denied, however, by the Catholic Standard
and Times of Philadelphia, that civil marriages were
not permitted in Cuba under Spanish rule.
as it may, however, the American governor-general
certainly made a serious mistake in decreeing that all
marriages should be civil. Those who for any reason
prefer the religious ceremony are certainly entitled to
it. From the standpoint of the state marriage is
‘ merely a civil contract. But Roman Catholics are
taught from childhood that it is “one of the seven sag-
raments of the church.”
civil magistrate might just as well assume to admin-
ister baptism as to celebrate marriage. However erro-
neous this view may be, there is no reason why the
state should interfere with it. It is all right to require
the clergyman to report all marriages to the proper
civil officer and to safeguard the rights of the con-
tracting parties by requiring them to procure a license,
etc., but to require that the vows be exchanged before
the magistrate, and that he alone shall have authority
.to declare the parties husband and wife, is an unwar-
ranted interference in religious belief and practice.

The Lutheran Witness very properly says that
“the State cannot relinquish its right to superin-
tend and guard the institution of matrimony.” Nor
should the State by any means recognize only religious
marriages. But we cannot agree that “if the govern-
~ ment of our country should see fit at any time,_to take
away from our pastors the right to solemnize marriage
and restrict it to the civil authorities, we Christians
with a good conscience might content ourselves with
holding a divine service in which the divine blessing
is implored upon the already married couple, in ac-
cordance with the word of Paul that ‘everything is
sanctified by the Word of God and by prayer.” ” While
we do not hold that the religious ceremony is essen-

tial, we do hold that to forbid it or even to make it

Be that

In the eyes of a Catholic a

secondary to.a‘civil ceremony before a civil officer is
an unwarranted abuse of civil power, an infringement
of religious liberty. The American authorities in Cuba
should hasten to correct the wrong they have done
not only to Roman Catholics but to plous self-re-
specting Protestants as well. B.

A New Origin of Labor Troubles.

The editor of “Sunday Reform Leaflets” suggests
a new cause of “labor troubles, strikes and riots.”
Strikes are not due to injustice and oppression on the
part of employers, as many have mistakenly supposed,
but to the low moral state of the working men, due
to the general laxity of the Sunday laws!.

When the labor forces come to understand this
they will of course cease to strike for better wages, for
the récognition of labor organizations, etc., and will
strike only and always for Sunday laws that will her-
metically seal everything on Sunday except the
churches, prohibit the Sunday paper, and give free
rein only to the Sunday preachers.

NOT OPPOSED TO RELIGION.

The writer is not opposed to religioh, but is most

. decidedly opposed to any and all attempts to force re-

ligion upon anybody; and that is the real design of
Sunday legislation.

Everybody ought to be religious. Everybody ought
to keep the Sabbath. Everybody ought to go to church.
Everybody ought to help to support the gospel. But-
nobody ought to be compelled to do any nor all of
these things. The gospel is not force, but love. It
does not drive men, but beseeches them. It does not
threaten punishment, but offers pardon from a penalty
already incurred. In all of which 'the gospel of the
Son of God is very unlike the gospel of the lecfally
enforced Sunday. B.

Whither Are We Drifting?

The American Law Review is the leading law pub-
lication of this country. In its issue of May-June the’
American Law Review has an editorial that should be
read by every American citizen. In this editorial the
editor of the American Law Review paid an entirely
deserved tribute to the character of the queen of Eng-
land and -concluded his remarks thus:

“Many of us feel that she is in a sense our queen;
and whenever she wants the American boys to fight
for her honor, or even for Yer political rights, they will
embark or cross the Canadian frontier for that pur-
pose in such numbers as will tax British resources to
arm and equip them—every one of them ‘spoiling for
ﬁght and they will acquit themselves as gallantly as
their Canadian cousins have done in South Africa.’
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~ Is-it-not ’significint fHat' such ‘stuiff as this“showtd -

‘appear as an editorial in the leading law publication
of America?

" Does it not behoove the plain, everyday American
to-ask himself, “Whither. are we drifting ?”’-—Omaha
World-Herald.

It is Now a State Affair.
" (From the Chicago Joursal)

The field secretary of the Presbyterian board of
foreign missions, the Rev. Thomas Marshall, has ex-
pressed an opinion upon the Chinese situation that, if
lacking the goriness and intolerance of the recent ut-
terances of Bishop Cranston, is at least unhappy in
its phraseology. “The church believes,” says Mr.
Marshall, “that the government should enforce its
treaty rights, and when it does we shall take advantage
of the opportunity to preach-the gospel.”

Religion, standing amid rice fields strewn with

Chinese sfain, calls upon the survivors to repent ere
they share a like fate.

That is the picture suggested by the words of the
field secretary; and it is an unpleasant picture.

Just at this stage of the proceedings “enforcement
of treaty rights” means shot and shell. Mr. Marshall
‘tells us that the church is watching with approving
eye the flight of the shells and the smoke of the vol-
ley-firing, ready, as soon as a -silence’ falls “itpon the
battlefield, to rush in and preach the gospel; or, as

Mr. Marshall puts it, “to take advantage of the op-.

portunity,”

This attitude of the church militant is not even
Lieroic; it lacks even'the courage of the old crusadérs,
who did not wait until the heathen host had been
soundly thrashédeand cowed by a third party before
they began their peculiar style of injecting the gospel.

Another of Mr. Marshall’s sayings is that “the Chi-

nese can not stop the work of civilization and evangeli-

zation which has stirred up the anti-foreign element of
the orient.” -The-church at large will hardly thank
‘Mr. Marshall for the frank confession contained in that
defiant sentence. - Indeed, the church at large will not
thank him for anythmg he has said that we have
quoted, any.more than it thanked Bishop Cranston

for his sanguinary utterances; for they reflect discredit’

upon the whole missionary system. :
This is an excellent time for the missionaries to re-
frain from offefifig ‘advice or encouragement to the

sword of the nation. What was mainly a church affalr'

has become wholly an affair of state. -

It is announced that Secretary of—War Root will
call upon Congress at its next session for a standlng
army -of not’ lé§s than 75,000 men, in- ‘order “to cope
successfully with the situation in eastern Asia.

What I’r‘ﬁp‘éfi”arism has Done for India.
{From the Letter of a Native Hindu, )

“God help the people of Indial” said Donald
Smeaton, a member of Lord Curzon’ s council, to
Retiter’s agent at Bombay the other day; ° Great Bri-
tain and Ireland owe a debt to the Indian peasant a
debt of millions upon millions.” We know that India
annually remits to England a sum estimated between
£20,000 and £30,000 for home charges, pensions, in-
terest and the like. We know that the people of India
are virtually debarred from the highest posts in India,

except a very small percentage, and that £15,000,000

are annually paid to European officials émployed in
India and sending all their savings to Europe. We
know that our ancient industries, like weaving and
spinning and dyeing, have been killed by European
competition, and that the land is so heavily taxed in
many provinces that the peasant cannot save in good
vears for years of bad harvest.” We know that an army
is kept in India, and paid for by India sufficient for
England’s imperial requirements over the best part of
Asia and Africa. We know that our finances are ad-
justed by executive councils in India and in England,
in which the people of India have no seat, and that
in the taxation of India we have no voice. These are
some of the burdens we bear in India, and these are

some of the causes of the famines from which we per-

odically suffer. Will Englishmen add to them the bur-

-den of paying for British forts and armies, British

establishments, and wars in various parts of Africa
and Asia—from the Suez Canal to Mozambique, from
the Tigris to the Malay peninsula? ‘Will the English
conscience reconcile itself to thus proceeding in a year
when 90,000,000 of people are affected by the worst
famine that India has ever known, and 5,000,600 are
actually attending relief centers: ? After the famine of
1770 and the desolating wars of Warren Hastings, the
great Minister Pitt brought in his Indian bill in 1784
to give us a better government. Isthere no statesman
in England at the present day who will give us a new
India bill, moderating land tax, reducing expenditure,

. opening up the higher services to the people of India,
~ and giving them some control over their finances? Is

there no Englishman-of this generation who will stand
up for justice to India?

Archbishop Chapelle announces that he has care-
fully studied all points of the religious question inithe
Philippines, and will soon make a report on the’ sub-
ject to the pope. His report to the Filipinos o the
same matter seems already to have been made

A “Better enforcément of the Sunday laws s re-
ported from Palmer ‘Mass.
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Our New Publications |

> ° ° ° ° )
Christian Patriotism
A study of the principles that should govern the true Christian patriot in his relation to earthly
. governments; 104 pages. Paper, 15 cents; cloth, 40 cents

Ghe Glad Tidings
A verse-by-verse study of ‘the book of Galatians. By Dr. E. J. WAGGONER

265 pages. Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 60 cents
. Also publzslzed by the Review and Herald

House We Live In

A book designed to assist mothers in teaching their children how to care for their bodies
By MRS VEsTA ]J. FARNSWORTH 218 pages. Cloth, 75 cents o

Marshallng of the Natlons

" How the five great nations of the world—Bntam, Russia, United States, Germany and France—
are fulfilling prophecy. Illustrated by a spec1a1 series of maps. Price, 10 cents

Testimonies on Sabbath—School WorK

A compilation of the writings of Mrs. E. G. WHITE on Sabbath-School Work
128 pages. Cloth, 25 cents; limp leather 35 cents

Why Are You Not a Chrlstlan

An eamest appeal to those who are out of Christ. By W. N. GLENN
8 pages. Price, 50 cents per 100 o

L.abor and the Money Power

An intensely interesting description of the present relation of capital and labor from a prophetic
standpoint. By Gro. W. RINE, B. L. 32 pages Illustrated. $2.00 per 100 -

An Astronomer’s View of Our Fafher’s House

An account of an imaginary journey among the heavenly bodies. By a Fellow of the Royal
Astronomical Society. 24 pages. Illustrated. $1.50 per 100

Pacific Press Publisping Co.

,OAKLAND, CAL A 39 Bond Street, New YorK City
‘18 West Fifth Street, Kansas City, Missouri
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What lS as to what is the proper rela-

* tion of the Christian patriot|

(: 3 t3 -  tohis government. The true

hr ‘Stlan- ‘ principles are, of coutie, to
* - f

Patrl()tl Sm? be found in the Bible, but a

‘new booklet has just been
prepared by Alonzo T. Jones,
entitled “Christian’ Pa.triot1sm,” that plainly and
foreibly points out the right position for all to assume.

It is a Biblieal, original, and thoroughly com-
mon sense treatise on this important subject, and

is of vital interest just now. Every SENTINEL reader
should have a copy.

“Price in Paper Covers, 15 cents

‘ADDRESS,
PACIFIC’ PRESS PUBLISHING (CO.,

Oakiand, Cal. 39 Bond St., New York City.

Kansas City, Mo.

TRADE EDITION, PRICE $1.50.
© “Desire of Ages.”

In answer to an urgent demand we have gotten out
an edition of “Desire of Ages” without illustrations, in
small compass, on light paper, for the convenient.use of
those who want to carry a copy with them when travek
ing. There is also a class who do not feel that they can
afford to pay $3.50 for the beautiful subscription edi-
tion. To all these this plain edition will appeal. .

-It contains all the text of the subscription edition,
fncluding General and Scriptural Indexes and Appendix,
but no illustrations except the irontlsplece

THE TRADE EDITION is 5%x7% inches in size,
and econtains 1042 pages.

~ PRICES: g
Cloth, - - - . - $1.50
Full leather,round corners, - 2.00

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLlSHlNG CoO,

) 39 Bond St., New York City.
Kansas Clty, Mo.
Oakland, Cal. - ;

PAGAN COUNTERFEITS 3 St

A vivid presentation of the pagan festivals, rites, aud usages whxch
the author finds in the Christian churches of to-day, ether with
two chapters on Freemasonry, which ought to be read by every
Mason who professes to be a Christian. - 187 pages;.paper covers,,
Price 25 cents,  Address House nearest to you. E)

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO

OARLAND, CAL,
Kaxsas City, Mo.

39 Bovo St., NEW YoRK, N--?r
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SENTINEL

.8 e OF. . o

IBBRTY

‘A paper set for the defense of liberty, both

Christian and Constitutional, and opposed
to everything tending toward a union
of church and state, either
in name or in fact.

o Neeﬂ i e

- Your Neighoors Nﬂﬂﬂ It

It you are not familiar with this subject you will
be surprised, not only at what is proposed,
but at what has. been already done
in the direction of nullifying the
constitutional safeguards of
liberty of conscience.

Single copy of the paper:

ONe Year... o neeeerecriessvnnaanns.

$1.00
SixX MONThS covvivieeiriecnr e .50
Three months ..cceeceeeieeiiviriieniinnenn. .25

In clubs of five to twenty~-four, to )
ornie address, one year.iccveuien.. 75 cents

In clubs of twenty-five to forty-
nine, to one address, one year, 60 cents

In clubs of fxfty' to ninety-nine, to
one address, one year -------------- 585 cents

" “One hundred or ‘more, to one ad-
. dress, one year.._..‘.'.;..,.x.‘ ........ ....50 cents

ADDRESS;

SENTINEL OF LIBERTY

324 Dearborn street, - - CHICAGO, ll..l...
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CHICAGO, JULY 19, 1900.

u@“’Any one retezzng " The Sentinel qf Liberty without
Izaz/mg orderved it, may know that it is sent by some friend.
Those who have not ordeved The-Sentinel need have no fears
that they will be asked to pay for it.

The Illinois State Epworth League, in session last

week at Peoria, very sensibly tabled, with only one .

dissenting vote, a motion to send a telegram of greet-
ing to President McKinley. The fact that the Presi-
dent of the United States is a member of some church
should give that church no mortgage on him as a
public official; nor should it give the, President any
mortgage on the vote of the denommatlon to . which
e belongs “The League did Ltself credit.

0

The presence of a‘formivdable army of U. S. troops
in China, joining with the armed-forces of Europe in

putting down the “Boxer” movement and exacting

satisfaction for the fearful outrages perpetrated in
Peking, is to be looked for at an early date. It is re-
ported that troops are now being dispatched from this
country and from the Philippine islands, for this pur-
pose. The United States will thus join the “concert
of Eurepe’ in China; but will it be as easy a matter
to withdraw from that concert as to.join it?
fact, a difficult thing to foresee a time in the near fu-
ture when United States territory'in Asia will lie side

by side with that of the powers of Europe; so that =

American isolation from the territory of European
nations, and from the political strifes of the Old World
will be-a thmg of the past?

o

“The popular fury,” says the Catholic Mirror,
“which has broken loose in China is expected by some
to advance the cause of Christianity and civilization
by the opening which it affords to the nations of the
West to divide and conquer. Had the dealings of these
same nations with the heathen empire been founded
upon principles of equity and justice, religion might
have had opportunity to diffuse itself by its own sweet
pervasive way, instead of relymg upon armed force
for an ineffectual conquest.”

Nothing is-more true than that the progress of
the real gospel has been hindered rather than helped

Is it, in “often” successfully.

7

by appéal to force. Iti 1s true that conquest has opened
the'way for m1551onar1es to go wheré they could not
otherwise have gone. But were not the very obsta-
cles Wthh have been removed by force, due in the
first place, in very large meastre, at least, to the use of
force? ‘ . .

~ The first missionaries of the cross had absolutelyno

- human power to which to appeal for protection. They

were not followed by traders greedy of gain.  No

~“Christian” nation stood ready to annex the territory

they penetrated. The ships that carried them to for-
eign lands in their cabins did not have their holds
filled with death and destruction in the form -of intox-
icating liquors. These are a few of the things that
have hindered the progress of the gospel far more than
armed force has ever helped it.

2%

The Sunday School Times has a note which states
a truth that should be borne in mind by every Chris-
tion. It is this: “If we could only present-Christ as

. he really is, how surely men would be drawn to him

without the pressure of our clumsy urging! Says
Mr. Sankey, out of his lifelong experience, People
come to Christ, I find, in a very simple way.” - Not
through argument or persuasion, so much as through
s1mp1e presentation of Chrxst as he is, do men accept
him.” :
Oof course that Wthh is true of “the pressure of our
clumsy urging,” is doubly true of our, brutal - attempts

to compel

‘ Tk
" “The liberties, civil and re11g10us says the Vul-
can (Colo.) Tlmes, “lor which the founders of ;this
great republic insisted, are being assailed to-day and
It is the present danger and
menace of this people. 1 \

bR

How few see it!
F ]

Apropos of the Indian famine and of the utter
inadequacy of the relief measures, the Springfield Re-
publican says: “What a melancholy reflection it is
that so many millions of pounds sterling and-Ameri-
can dollars should be expended on unrighteous war;
instead of in relief of the greatest human distress by
starvation and cholera.”

2

Do not forget about those maps offered in ast
week’s Sentinel, illustrating the present “Eastern
Question,” for the nominal sum of 15 cents. Send in
your orders now; the supply is limited. '

»

Truth may be held by a sect, but can never become
sectarian.
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