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ONLY WAIL,

WHEN-the spirit, worn and weary,
"Neath its daily load of care,
TFinds the pathway long and dreary,
And the burden hard to bear ;
Tired with hoping, faint with fearing,
Sighs to reach’ the golden gate ;
Then, in accents soft and cheering,
Paticnce whispers, ¢ Only wait ;
For a brighter day is dawning,
Joy awaits us in the morning—
In the beauty of the morning—
Only wait.”

O sad hearts, whose soundless sorrow
Darcs not let a murmaur. fall,
Only wait and trust the morrow ;
God's/great love is over all.
Only wait, O wounded spirit,
By the cares of life weighed down ;
.Thou shalt surely carth inherit—
Bear the cross, and win the crown ;
TFor a brighter day is dawning,
Joy awaits us in the morning—
In the beauty of the morning—
Only wait.
‘ —Sel,

General  Qatiches,

Conditions of Prevailing Prayer.

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE,

-WrEN Jesus was upon earth, he taught his dis-
ciples how to pray. And the assurance he gave
them that their petitions should be heard, is assur-
ance also to us. One of the fivst things necessary
in order to have our prayers answered, is to feel our
need of help from God. We may come to him just
as we are, helpless, destitute, needy, and he will not
send us empty away. The riches of the universe
belong to. God ; his are all temporal and spiritaal
treasures, He ean supply all our needs out of his
abundant fullness. We receive our breath from him ;
every blessing in nature that we enjoy is an expres-
sion of his love, We are likewise dependent upon
_him for spiritual blessings, for grace and wisdom and
strength to do the will of God. And he is more

"willing to give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him
than parents are to give.good gifts to their children,
Our great need is itself an argument, and pleads
most eloquently in our bebalf. But the Lord is to
be sought unto to do for us those things that we
desire. Oh how shametully has Jesus been treated !
He is inviting, urging us to come to him and receive
the very help we need ; yet too often his invitations
are slighted, his proffered aid refused.

We are sinful by nature, and so are commanded
to be zealous and repent. If we regard iniquity in
our hearts, the Lord will not hear us; but the
prayer of the penitent, contrite soul is always ac-
cepted. When all known wrongs are righted, we
may believe that God will answer our petitions.
We must do what we can on our part; but our own
merit will never commend - us to the favor of God.
It is the worthiness of Jesus that will save us, bhis
blood that will cleanse us.

Another element of - prevailing prayer is faith.
“ He that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.” Jesus said to his disciples, ¢ All things
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive.” “What things soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them.” Jesus said to the man who brought to him
his son that was grievously afflicted with an evil
spirit, “Tf thou canst believe, all things are possible
to him that believeth.,” Christ commands and en-
courages the prayer of faith ; do we take him at his
word? If we ask doubting and distrusting, that
prayer is not of faith; and “ whatsoever is not of
faith is sin.” ) -

“ Ask, and ye shall receive.” The assurance is
broad and unlimited, and He is faithful who has
promised. We sometimes fall in faith because
Infinite Wisdom does not come to our terms.  When
for any reason we do not receive the very things we
ask for at the time we ask, we are still to believe
that the Lord hears, and that he will give us those
things that are best for us. His own glory is a
sufficient reason for sometimes withholding what we
ask for, and answering our prayers in a manmer that
we did not expect. But we are to cling to the
promise ; for the time of answering will come, and
we shall receive the blessings we need most.

We need to examine our hearts as a preparation
for coming before God in prayer, that we may know
what manuer of spirit we are of, If we do not for-
give those who have trespassed against us, our prayers
for forgiveness will not be heard. . * Forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors.” When assinners
we approach the mercy-seat, we cannot express the
sentiment of this petition without forgiveness in our
hearts for all who have done us an injury. Upon
this petition Jesus makes a comment : “ For if ye
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men their
trespasses, neithsr will your Father forgive your
trespasses.” )

On another occasion Jesus enforced the duty of
forriveness still more earnestly. Peterasked, * How
oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive
him 7" In reply, Jesus related a parable of a cer-
tain king who forgave his servant a debt of ten
thousand talents, but.who revoked the pardon, and
commanded this servant to be delivered to the tor-
mentors, because in his dealings with his fellow-
servants he did not carry out the same righteous
principles that had been manifested in dealing with
him. After he had received so great mercy, he
would not, in his turn, forgive a small debt of a
hundred pence, but, on the contrary, treated his
debtor with great severity. .Our Lord concludes in
these impressive words: ¢ So likewise shall my
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your

hearts forgive not every one his brother their tres-
passes.” - :

“ Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.”
We must cherish a kind, forbearing spirit. It is
solemn mockery to engage in acts of religious wor-
ship with hearts full of envy, malice, and bitterness
toward our fellow-men. The God who sees every
action and understands every motive of the soul, a
Being of infinite purity and exhaustless goodness,
mercy, and truth, regards the prayers of such per-
sons with abhorrence. .

Persevering prayer has been made a condition of
receiving. We must pray always if we would grow
in faith and experience. We are to be instant in
prayer,—* to continue in prayer, and watch in the
same with thanksgiving.” Peter exhorts believers
to be ¢ sober, and watch unto prayer.” Paul divects ;
“In everything, by -prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your réquests be made known unto
God.”  * But ye, beloved,” says Jude, “ praying in
the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God.”

nceasing prayer is the unbroken union of the soul
with God, so that life from God flows into our life,
and from our life purity and heliness flow back to God, |

There is- necessity of diligence in prayer; let
nothing hinder you. You will obtain the blessing
you desire if you faint not. Keep your wants, your
jo¥s, your sorrows, your cares, and your fears before
God.  You cannot burden him ; you cannot weary
him. = He who numbers the hairs of your head, who
notices the fall of a sparrow, is not indifferent to the
wants of his people.... *“ The Lord is very pitiful, and
of tender mercy.” [I-Ie is affected by our sorrows,
and even by our utterance of them. Take every-
thing to him that perplexes the mind. Nothing is
too great for him to bear ; for he holds up worlds ;
he rules over all the affairs of the universe. Nothing
is too small for him fo notice that in any way dis-
turbs our peace. There is no chapter in our ex-
perience too dark for him to read ; there.is no per-
plexity too sore for him to unrvavel. Mo calamity
can befall the least of his people, no anxiety harass
the soul, no joy cheer, no sincere, contrite prayer
escape the lips, of which our heavenly Father 1s un-
observant, or in which he takes no immediate inter-
est.) ¢ He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth
up their wounds.” )

JThere is an individual work for each one to do.
The relations between God and each soul are as dis-
tinet and full as though there were not another soul
upon earth to share the watchful care of our heavenly
Father, not another soul for whom he gave his
beloved Son. | “Thou understandest my thought
afar off,” says the psalmist. ‘* Thoucompassest my
path and my lying down, and art acquainted with
all my ways. For there is not a word 1nmy tongue,
but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether,” ¢ Thou
tellest my wanderings. Put thou my tears in thy
bottle ; are they not'in thy book ?”” Here we have

‘a representation of the unsearchable greatness of Grod,

while we cannot but be impressed with his intimate
knowledge of all our ways, and with the great tender-
ness expressed for the vbjects of his creation. -
Jesus bas given us his name, above every name.
« Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name,” says Christ,
“that will I do, that the Father may be glovified in
the Son. If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will
doit, Ifyelove me, keep my commandments,” 1
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have chosen you, and ordained you, that, ye should
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
rentain ; that whatsoever ye dmll azk of the Father
in my name. he may give it you.” ¢ Hitherto have
ye asked nnthmg in my name ; f\sk, and ye shall
receive; that -yourjoy may be full.” At (hat day
o shall ask in my name ; and I =ay not mnto you
that I will pray the Tather for you; for the Father
ghimse]f loveth you, hecause ye have loved we, and
'h ave believed that I came out from God.”  We have
a string of precious pearls in the promises, if we will
but comply with the conditions. Bt to pray in the
mame of Jesus is something more than a mere men-
tion of that name at the beginning and ending of a
pmyel It is to pray in the mind and bpmt of
.Jesus, while we work his works, believe his pmmlseq
‘and rely on his matchless grace. )

“Giod does not wean that anyof us shall become | .

‘hermits or monks, and retire from the world to de-
“vote ourselves to acts of worship. The life must be
:like Christ’s life,—~between the mountain and the
‘multitude, e who does nothing but pray will soon
fcease to pray, or his prayers will become a formal
‘routine,  When men take themselves out of social
life, away {rom the sphere of Christian duty and
cross-bearing ; when they cease to work earnestly
for the Master, who worked earnestly for them, they
lose the subject matter of prayer, and have no in-
centive to devoticn. Their prayers become personal
and selfish. They cannot pray in regard- to the
wants of humanity or the upbuilding of Christ’s
kingdom, pleading for strength wherewith to work.,
. Let us maintain the habit of close intercourse
with Glod. _Let us lay all parts of our lives.open
“before him in gratitude for his long forbearance,
penitence for sin, and earnest faith in the promises.
The prayer of Jesus just before his crucifixion should
be intensely interesting to us; let us read lt and
enter into its spirit.
-
Keeping Clean.

Wz live in a defiling werld, and however thorough
may be the cleansing process wrought upon the heart
and life at the time of the most genuine conversion,
no one becomes . absolutely .spotless.
air as ecoal-smoke discolors the atmosphere of a great
city. The Christian who imagises that he can keep
a clean character simply as the result of “conversion,
makes as absurd a mistake as if he neglected to
wash his face or his linen because they had been
washed a month ago. There must be constant
quhmg off of spiritual defilements, as well as con-
* stantwatehing to keep away from the dirk.  The
. apostle is dr:vmg at this duty when he tells us that

we must ** ¢leanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit.”

What is the Bible given to us for, except to teach

. us the nature of sin and how-to avoid it, as well as
the natnre of holiness and how to attain it? What
is conscience given to us for, except. to detect sin in
ourselves, and to warn us to put away its deadly
defilements 7 We fear that in the popular preach-
ing of the day there is not enough stress laid upon
the damnable nature and danger of sin, and not
anough prominence given to the office of conscience
in tho spiritual life. Loose.preaching may lead to
looge practice. *If ye never had a sicknight and a
pained soul for sin, ye hiave not yet lighted on Chuist,”
said quaint old Rutherford. And ¢ again he exhorts,
“ Keep your garments clean, if ye would walk with
the Lamb clothed in white.”” An mtense abhorrence
of sin, as committed against a holy God, is one of
the clearest and most mdtqpensable requisites of

- genuine g godliness,

We must long for purity with a deep and fervent
longing of heart. Grant that the difficulties in our
way are very great, and the temptations to sin. are
very strong, we must strive towards purity as the
climber strives for the mountain-top, and. as the
swimmer, though often beaten back by the surf, still
struggles for the shore. This honest, fervent desire
should be constantly erying out unto God, « Wash
me thomughly from my iniquity and (Ieanse me
from my sin.”  Lhis longing for purity and praying
for it will not avail unless we are continually watch-

Sin taints the|

ing and continually washing. Therefore we shr»uhl
be over and over again betaking ourselves to that
fountain which Jesus Christ has opened for us. We
should also embrace Christ as a- power, enshrining
ourselves ag'much as possible in him, and growing
purer by initating his example. ~Has he ot also
richly promised us the help of his Holy Spirit ?
Sanctification is not a sudden, magical process, once
for all, as some addle-pated theologians now-a-days
teach ; it is a continual work (Stlff work, too) by

which we arc enabled more and ‘more to die unto
sin, more- and more to live unto righteousness.
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after right-
ness ; they shall be filled.—7". L. Cuyler.

- e
THE YEA R’S LAST MOMENT.,

THE crowd sweeps onward still ;
And we with it move on,
Part of the ever-rushing multitude,
" Till the great goal be won,
And for the last time sinks the ever-setting sun.

Another hour has struck, .
With solemn note, and slow ;
Another fragment of Time's cliff has rushed
Into the vale below ;
Another of earth’s streams this moment ceased to flow.

Another lamp of Time
Has flickered into gloom,
And Jeft us lonelier in our lonely watch,
Waiting the light to come :
Not <rto, but beyund, the life-dev onrmg tomb.,

Another of Time's stars
Has vanished from bhe eye ;
Ah'! now the light of the Immortal dawn
fs coming up the sky,
Andlquﬁlmhmg, one by one, these midnight gems on
high,

Another headland turned,
While bends the quivering mast ;
Another beacon of the lone, lone sea
Our vessel has shot past,

The shore, the shore is near! Is that the haven at last?

Another bridge of life .
Has now been crossed : few more .
Remain for us; another bridge of time
We've reaehed from it to explore
- The far- outﬁpreaxhne; green of the not distant shore.

Another p:llar falten
In Time's old temple | See
How fragment upon fragment darkly lics;
And hear how hea.vily ~-
The echoes wind along by the slow-swelling sea |

Another song has closed,
A true but varied strain,
And the deep-turret chime I hear afaxr
Has echoed out, Amen,
Swelling the long-drawn fall of the well-known refrain

Oh, well for us to watch |
Our night will soon be o'er;
The day of mortal doom approaches fast,
The Judge is at the door; ’
Awakel arise, my soul, and sleep thy sleep no more !
— Hoyatius Bonar, D. D.

-
>

The Two Covenantg.

IS THE DECALOGUE THE FIRST CbVENANT?

It may be asked how the ten commandments
can be called “the covenant.,” We answer, That is
just where the people are misled. They are never
called ‘“the” covenant, referring to the first or old
covenant. That the ten commandments are called
“ 8" covenant, we admit ; but what kind of a cove-
nant ? and in what sense are they so called ?  Please
read again Ex. 19:5: “Now therefore, if ye will
obey my voice indeed, and keep -my covenant,” ete.
Then God had “something which he called Zis cov-
enant, which antedated the covenant made with Is-
rael. It was already in existence before any formal
agreement whatever was made with that people.
And this explains Deat. 4 :13. Those. who read
that verse should be critical enough to observe that
Moses does not call the ten commandments the cov-
enant, nor a covenant, but Ais--(God’s) covenant.
“ And he declared unto you Aés covenant, which he
commnanded you to perform, even. ten command-
ments.” These, then, are what God referred to in
Ex. 19:5, in the words my covenant; and these

were' already in e‘clstence when the covenant was
made with Israel; Tt should be noticed further that
thie covenans of’ Deut. 4 : 13 is not a covenant made,
but a covenant commanded ; and sutely any one can
see the difference between an arrangement established
upon the voluntary and mutual promises of two
pn?tles, and that which one party has power to en-
join with authortty upon another party. But the
covenant here mentioned, God did thus enjoin upon
them without recard to any action on their part.

It is now easy to De seen why the ten command-
ments are called a covenant, and what kind of a cov-
enant they were. They were simply the basis of that
agreement recorded in Ex. 19 :3-8; for .the very
first condition God proposed was, “If ye will keep
my covenant.” It is simply the use of the figure of
metonymy, by which one thing is put for another
with which it is closely related. We say aman sets
a good table, when we do not mean the table at all,
but only the food which the table contains. So the
ten commandments are called God's covenant, be-
cause they are the condition on which his agreement
with Israel vested, and upon which all his promises
to men in every age are suspended. In this sense
is Deut. 9 : 9 to be understood. In this sense,and
this only, are the ten commandments ever ealled a
covenant, '

And this brings us to the seeondary definition of
the term covenant, which {s “ a writing containing -
the terms of agreement between parties,” Thus thq
conditions upon which an agreement,-or covenant,
rests are, in a secondary sense, called also a cove-
nant. This may be illustrated hy the relation which
all good citizens sustain to their respective govern-
ments. They are all in covenant relation with the
governent, The government says, «“If you will
obey the laws of this commonwealth, you shall be

proteeted in your life, liberty, and propecty.”  The
¢itizens respond, ¢ We will obey.” Thisis the mutual
agreement, the covenant, virtually exisiing every-
.where between the citizen and the government.
‘But when we speak of the government alone, iis
covenant would be its laws which it commands its
" eitizens to perform. These are the conditions of the
agreement, and hence may be called the covenant.of
“thve government, becanse npon obedience to these are
suspended all the blessmcrs which it pxoposes to
cotfer, |

Such was the relation established between the
Lord and his people. He had a law which the very
circamstances of our existence bind. us to keep ; yet
he graciously annexed a promise to the keeping of it.

Obey my law, and I will secure you in the posses-
sion of certain blessings above all people. The
people accepted the affer. The matter then stoo.l
thus : The people said, We' will keep God’s law.

God said, Then T will make you a kingdom of priests,
a peculiar treasure unto myself. This was the agree-
ment or covenant made between them. But so far
as God was concerned, his law was his covenant, be-
cause it was the basis of the whole arrangement,
and upon the keeping of that by the people, all the
blessings were suspenrled which he proposel to
confer.

1 Kings 8:21 may still present a dliffienlty to
some minds. Does not Solomon, here say that in
the ark, where the ten commandments alone were,
was the covenant which God male with the fathers
of his people, when he brought them out of the land
of Bgypt? The key to the explanation of this
passage lies in the antecedent of the word wherein.
Solomon, speaking of the temble, says: ¢ And [ have
set there a place for the ark, wlievein is the covenant
of the Lord.” Does the worl wherein mean in -
which ark, or in which place ?  Hebraists tell us that
the grammatical construction refers it unquestionably
to the place. For the ward wherein we have the
Hebrew, asker sham, literally ¢ which there,” and
hence by a Hebraism, ¢ where.” *“1 have set therc
a place for the ark, where, that is, in which place,
not in which ark, is the covenant of the Lord,” ete.
Was the covenant always in the place where the ark
was ?  See Deut, 81 :26 : *“ Take this book of the
law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant

of the Lord your God.” That this book of the law
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is the same as the book of the covenant, see 2 Kings
22 :8 and chapter 23 : 2. And the expression, “ in
the side of the ark,” means in a coffer or receptaele
expressly prepaved for it, and placed by the side of
the ark.  See Prideaux, vol. 1, p. 152.  Wherever
the ark was, there was this book of the covenant by
its side,  Hence Solomon could say, referring tothe
place where the ark was, that there, in that place.
was also the covenant which the Lord made with
that people when he led them out of Tgypt.

Thus the strongest texts claimed to prove that
the ten commandments constituted the old covenant,
are found o contain not one shade- of evidence in
that direction.  We have found in what sense the

ten commandments arc callel a covenant : simply
in the sense of being God’s covenant, the basis of
the agreement \\nnd he entered into with Israel

In the same sense the tables are called the tables o!
the covenant, and the ark, the ark of the covenant.
because they contained this covenant ; but none of
these expressions refer to the covenans made with
JTsrael by 'the mutual pledges which the Lord and
that people made to each other, as recorded in Ex. 19
We now return to that chapter, and rvesume the
examination of the covenant then made.  When the
people agreed to obey God’s voice (verses 5, 8), they
had not hemd his voice, and knew nt wh(\t eon-
ditions it wmight timpose,  Dut on the third day alter
this. the Lord came dnvn in fearful majesty, and
with a voice that shook the solid eavel from pole to
pole declared she ten comnandments.  Here for the
first time the people heard God's voice, which they
were to obey.  Then the Lord took Moses into =
private interview with himself, and g gave him sowme
_instraction which the people were to follow in civil
and relig;iom matters, wuder this arrangement.
This instruction is found in the latter part of Ex.
20, and chapters 21, 22, aud 23 entire, and is an
epitome of the c¢ivil and ceremanial laws given to
the Hebrews.

In chapter 24 is resnmed the narrative of-the
steps taken in the formation of this crvenant.?
Moses appeared before the people a secmd time,
and rehearsed in their hearing all the words which
the Liord had communieated to hini.  And here the
peaple, after having heard for themselves God's viice,
-and being told all that he had sald to Moses, had

an opportunity to answer again whether they would

enter into this arrangement vr not, At bheir first
answer, ix. 19 : 8, they did not know what would
be required of them ; now they understood all the
conditions, and what will they answer now ?—Ex,
24 :8: “And all the people answered with one
voice, and sand, All the wmds which the Lord hath
said, will we do.”

1t would seem that this was all-sufficient. But
the Lord moved vcry cavefully in the matter, so that
the people might have no oppor tuuity to plead in’
after-years that they did not know what they were

“doing i eutering int this covenant with him.  So'
he causéd Mcses to write oub in a boolk all the words'
he had told hin. that all points might be again care-’
fally aonsideved, and then to read it all over to the
people.  Verse 7: “ And he took the book of the
‘govenant, and read in the audience of the people.”

_ Here they had opportunity for the third time. o re-|
consider the matter, and change their decision if;
they so desired. And what was their answer tlns
time 7—¢ And they said, Al that the Lord hath'
satd will we do, and be vbedient,”

Moses then tonk blbod which had been offered for
the purpose (verses 5, 6), and sprinkled if on the,
people, and said, « Behold the blood of the covenant
which the Lmd hath made with you concerning all
these words.” Vevse 8. Here the covenant was
closed up, sealed, and ratified by the shedding of
bload. :

.Keep this scene in mind while we pass down fif~
teen hundred and fifty-five years to the days of Paul,
and notice his remarks upon this event. Heb. 9:
17-20: “ For a testament is of furce after men are
dead ; otherwise it is of no strength at all while the
testator liveth.  Whereupon neither the first tests-
ment was dedicated without blood. Ifor wher.

*could be given, but it was not satisfactory.

Moses had spoken every precept to all the people
according to the law, he took the blood of ecalves

and of goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop,
and sprinkled both the book and all the people, say-
ing, This is the blood of the testament which God
hath enjoined unto you.”

Paul here plainly states that the first covenant
was dedicated with blood, the words testament and
covenant meaning the same thing, being from the
same original word. And to what scene does Paul
refer 7~—To the very one recorded in Ex. 24 : 8, just
described, Moses says, Behold the blood of the
covenant ; and Paul says that the covenant then
and there ratified was the first or old covenant.

Now to settle the fact, once and forever, that this
covenant was not the ten commandments, we have
only to remark that neither Moses nor the people
had the tables of stone containing the ten command-
menis in their hands at that time,  This will appen:
from the further record of ix. 24, In verse 12 w
read : *“ Aud the Lovd said unto Moses, (Jomo -
to me into the mount, and be there, and I will giv
ghee tables of stone, and a law, and commandment.
which T have written, that thou mayst teach. tham.”
Bus before Moses was called up to receive this lan
of ten e mmandments which God had written, th
first covenant had been made, clsed up, finished.
and ratified by the shedding of blood,

These facts throw a fortification around this poin:
which it is not possible either to surmount or break
down. The first covenant was dedicated with blood,
Bat when that dedieation touk place, the tables o
stone hal not been put into the possession of the
people ; hence they were not dedicated with blood,
Therefore, the ten commandments were not the ol
covenant, U, s.

>
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The Atoning Saviour.

I 5avE been a Bible reader from my childhood.
and I remember that very early I was surprised that
so many evil things were writtea about the bes:
men ; that the portraits of -some of them, -thougl:
commaiding as a whole, were drawn with exceed-
ingly dark colors. There were even passages which.
it seenied to me, might as well have been omitted.
It did not seem to me that they added either to the
glory of God or to the real instruction or edification
of humanity. When I-asked my teachers why they
were there, I was danswered : It was to show the
truthfulness and impartiality of the divine writers ;
it they had drawn thesc characters without shadows,
the portraits would not have been true, and their
narratives would have been eulogies rather than
histories,

I suppose the explanation was the best which
I could
not help saying to myself that had I written the
life of Noah I would have omitted that so mmutely
described scene of his drunkenuess and disgrace.
Had I written the life of Judah, I should not have
dwelt on his association with Tamar. Had I been
" writing a sketch of David, I should have passed
more rapidly over the story of Bathsheba; and I
woald not have made so prominent the sins of Solo-
mon, Then I was told that these incidents were
related that the wonderful mercy of God might be
exhibited, and that hope might be given to sinners
in every age, when it was seen that, notwithstanding
these vices and crimes, God pwrduned and honored
his servant still. That view gave me more comfort,
but not perfect satistaction.

[ was reading one day, when it occurred to me
that nearly all these dreadfnl things were recorded
of the ancestors of Christ ; that Nosh was not the
only man who had used strong drink, nor Judah,
and David, and Solotion, the only men who had
gone astray. They were, after all, picked men;
while around and beneath them was a mass of the
degraded and corrupt. Those were passed by, while
fhe faults of these men, ancestors of Christ, were
carefully recorded. Then there opened before me
what seemed a new range of thought. The Roman-
ists have been trying to geb the human nature of
Clrist as far away from our humanity as possible,
and hence have taught the immaculate conception
of Mary.

Not so with the Seriptures. They show that on

lLis human sile Jesus was the descendant of ances-
tors no better than other men ; that among these an-
cestors were those who had been guilty of every vice
and erinle p -saible to humanity ; that the blood which
from the human side coursed through his veins had
come down for centuries shrough the vilest of the
sile.  Yet tn that hwmanity he had dwelt; his
presence made and kept it pure and holy.  And that
humanity, thus representing the whole race, he has
exalted to the highest heavers, Then came to my
heart the consoling thought, Whet if T have heredi-
tary tendencies ? whu; it my nature has been derived
from sinning ancestors?  That Jesus who dwelt in
a hu:an {rawe eigliteen Lhundred years ago can dwell
in my hamanity, and can make and keep it pure.

Then I thonght of his wonderful condescension,
and I read with new light that passage : * For what
the law coull not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and fov sin, condemned sin in the
flesh.”  This view has seemed to bring the Saviour
nearer to we than” ever before, He is the Son of
man, and as such he not only knows our weaknesses,
bat as our great High Priest he is “touched with
the feeling of our infirmities,” and “ was in all poluts
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.””  How log-
ically and how beautxtullv the exhortation follows :
« Let us therefor come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.”

The depravity of ‘the human heart, the inherited
tendeney to go wronz, is so fully ah()\vn by both
observation” and experience, that it would seem as

“though there ought to be no difference of opinton as

to the fact. I think all men everywhere have pretty
fully believed that in other men the hmman heart is
“deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.”
There may be differences in specalation as to how
that depravity .comes, to what extent it reaches, and
how it way be removed ; but unless man s so de-
praved, he needs no Saviour. Butif that depravity
tnheres in his very natuve, he neels o divine Saviour
who can create him anew.

To man thus sunk in gu'ti, the doetrine is preached
of an atoning Saviour, who died in his stead, who
magnitied the law and made it honorable, and who
made it pos-ible for God to * be just, and the justi-
fier of him whieh believeth in Jesus.,” These are to
me the cardinal doctrines of the gospel.—a divine
Saviour making an atonement for sinful maun, and
thereby restoring him o the divine favor. On these
doctrines, and their collaterals, every joung minister
should gather such Seripture proofs and arguments
an.d ilustrations as shall make his gospel glad tidings
to the sons of men.—Yale Lectures on Pmachzng,
by Bishop Simpson.

— e
Talleyrand’s Death-Bed.

For nearly half a century the veteran diplomatist
acted a prominent part in the affairs of Kurope.
As the prime minister, or wmbassadm, of the direc-
tory, the consulate, the empire, and the monarchy of
Louis Philippe, he negotiated the important treaties
which determined the boundaries of empires and the
fate of kingdoms, and formed plans which made
Napoleon an emperor, and the emperor an exile.
Such a man’s view of an eventful lite of fourscore
years farnishes instructive lessons to men who are
wasting the energies of being on political ambition
or worldly aggrandizement. = Just before his death,
a paper was found on his table” on which he had
written, by the light of his lamp, such lines as these :—

« Behold, eighty-three years passed away !  What
cares | © What agitation!. What anxieties! What
ill-will!  What sad complications! And all with-
out results, except great fautigne of mind and body,

‘and o profound sentiment of digcouragement with

regard to the future, and disgust with regmd to the
ast "’

¥ Contrast with this the exclamation of * Paal the
aged ” as he was aboub closing his earthly career :
“T have fought a good fight, “have kept the faith ;
henceforth there is laid ap for me & crown of mght—
eousne-s, which the Lovd, the righteous Judge,
shall give me at that day.”
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FAME AND DUTY.

© 4WHAT shall T do, Jest life in silence pass?”
) “And if it -do,
© And never prompt the bray of noisy brass, _
" What need'st thou rue?
Remember, aye the ocean-deeps are mute ;
, The shallows roar ; .
Worth is the ocean--fame is but the bruit .
. Along the shore.”

% What shall I do to be forever known ¢
_ % Thy duty ever.” .
“ This did full many who yet sleep unknown,”
“Oh! never, never!
Think’st thou perchance that- they remain unknown
~ Whom thou know’st not !
By angel trumps in heaven their praise is blown—
‘Divine their lot.”

“ What shall I do to gain an endless life!”
“ Discharge aright
The simple dues with which each day is rife,
Yea, with thy might. :
"~ Bre perfect scheme of action thou devise,
: Will life be fled, ‘
© While le who ever acts as conscience criés,
Shall live, though dead.”
—Sehiller,
[N

The Future of Our Earth.

: (Continued.)
. Ir'has been shown that our earth is to be restored
- to its Hden beauty and become the home of the
gaints, The promises of God on this point were
very dear to Abraham. Paul says he “embraced
them:” . Aceording to these promises, Abraham
‘(knew that the time would come when Satan, sin,
_and sinners would be banished from the earth. = He
‘knew that the earth would bé moulded over; that
‘its face would be renewed, and that it would then
appear in all the beauty and loveliness that it did at
“the close of creation. And more, he knew it would
:then be his home, and not only his, but the home of
“all the saved, from righteous Abel to those who are
-living when Jesus comes.
~ With all this before him, it is not at all strange
- that he embraced. the promises, The only wonder
" {s that we, to whom these promises apply as well as
to Abraham, can be so indifferen@ to them, * That the
promises to Abraham respecting the earth are equally
applicable to all the followers of Christ, is clearly
stated in Gal. 83:29: «If ye be Christ’s, then are
ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to to'the
promise.” Whoever ig a true follower of Christ is
a child of Abraham, and an heir of the earsh in ite
repewed state.” Because of these promises, Paul
- says: ‘“We might have a strong consolation who
" have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set
- before us ; which hope we have as an anchor of the
soul both sure and steadfast, and which entereth
into that within the vail.” )
From the considerations presented in the previous
‘urticles-on this subject, it is with interest that we
turn our attention to the #me and manner of the
fulfillment of these promises. When, and how will
they be carried into effect ? It is certain that they
“will not be fulfilled until after the close ‘of probation.
We have already shown that all who will be saved
afe to receive their reward at the same time. To
confirm this we quote the following : ¢t He that is
unjast, let him be unjust still ; and he which is
filthy, let him be filthy still ; and he that is right-
eous, let him be righteous still ; and he that is holy,
let him be holy still.” Rev, 22:11. This certainly
marks the close of Christ’s mediatorial work; it
marks the point where the destiny of the human
race is sealed, The next event to transpire is stated
thus: “ And behold I come quickly; and.my re-
ward is with me, to give every man according.as his
work shall be.” Hence we see that the reward of
the saints is not bestowed uniil the coming of Christ,
which immediately succeeds the close of the gospel
work, As the inheritance of this earth Ly the saints
is a part of the reward t6 be bestowed by the Sav-
“iour, it follows that the fulfiliment of these promises
does not take place until after the close of probation
and the second advent, . -
All this will appear still more evident as we notice
the events that transpire in counection with the return
of Ohrist to this earth, At his coming, the right-

eous dead are called from their graves and made
immortal. ¢ For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the tramp of God; and the
dead in Christ shall rise first.” - 1 Thess, 4 :16.
At the same time the people of God who are alive
are changed to immortality, ¢« Behold, I show you
a mystery © We shall not all sleep, but we shall “all
be changed, in a moment, in thetwinkling of an eye,
at the last trump ; for the trumpet shall sound, and
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed.” 1 Cor. 15:51, 52. Then are ful-
filled the promises of Christ to his disciples, that
they should at some future time go with him to
heaven, the dwelling place of the Father.
18:86 we read: “Simon Peter said unto him,
Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered him,
Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now-; but
thou shalt follow me afterwards.” Jesus here plainly
promises that at some time his followers shall ac-

company him to the place where he was then to.go.’

In Heb. 8 : 1 Paul tells us Jesus went to the Father.
In John 14 :1-8 the Saviour not only confirms
this, but declares that he will come agam and re-
ceive his people unto himself and take them to those
mansions above.. For further proof that the saints
are to go to heaven, we refer to the statemeats of
the apostle John in Rev. 15:2: “And T saw as
it were a sea of glass mingled with fire ; and them
that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over
his image, and over his mark, and over the number
of his nanie, stand on the sea of glass, having the
harps of God.” This company, after they are re-
deemed, are to *“ stand on the sea of glass.” When
it is remnembered that the sea of glassis immediately
before the throne of God in heaven (Rev. 4 : 1-6),
none can deny that at the second coming of Christ
all who have overcome, and washed their robes in
the blood of the Lamb, will be taken to heaven.
This would leave the devil and his followers in
possession of this earth, if no other event transpired
in connection with the return of Christ, But by
reference to other portions of Secripture we find that
Christ’s coming has a terrible effect ‘on the wicked.
In Rev. 6 :15-17 they are said to be filled with
terror at” the presence of Christ, and they call for
the rocks and mountaius to fall on them, and hide
them ““from the face of Him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb ; for the
great day of his wrath is come, and who shall be
able to stand " Speaking of this event and this
class, Paul says: “ And to you who are troubled,
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
2 Thess. 1 :7, 8. Thus we see that at the second
advent the wicked are destroyed. - :
* Of theextent and severity of God’s judgments on
the earth at this time, we have ample testimony.

The prophet Isaiah says: ¢ Behold, thn Lord maketh -

the earth empty,; and maketh it waste, and turneth
it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants
thereof.” “The land shall be utterly emptied, and
utterly spoiled ; for the Lord hath spoken this word.”
“ The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants there-
of ; because they have transgressed the laws, changed
the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.
Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and

they that dwell therein are desolate ; therefore the.

inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men
left.” Isa.2f:1, 8,5, 6. This testimony shows
that at the presence of the Lord -the earth will be
“utterly emptied.” How ?'—The wicked will be do-
stroyed and the -righteous _translated. Jeremiah
also speaks very plainly on this noint : “ I beheld
the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void ;
and the heavens, and they had no light. I beheld
the wmountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the
hills moved lightly. T beheld, and, lo, there was no
man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. T be-

_held, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and

all the cities thereof were broken down at the presence
of the Lord, and by his flerce anger. For thus hath
the Lord said, The whole land shall be desolate ;
yet will T not make a full end.” Jer. 4:28-27.

In John'

According to this, the coming of Christ depopulates
the earth, e says: ‘I beheld, and, lo, there was
no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled.”
« The whole land shall be desolate.”” “I beheld the
earth, and, lo, it was without form and void, and the
heavens, and they had no light.” It seems the de-
struction will be so complete that the earth will
appear very much as it did at the first day of crea~
tion, before God gave it form, light, beauty, ete.

Tt is thus that Satan is cast -into the bottomless
pit and bound for one thonsand years, If the reader
will turn to the nineteenth chapter of Revelation, and
read from the eleventh verse, it will be seen that the
coming of Christ as “King of kings and Loxd of
lords ” is brought to view. We have already scen
that at this time he talkes all his saints to heaven
and destroys all the wicked nations. The destruc-
tion of the wicked is graphically portrayed in the
closing verses of this chapter. The subject is con-
tinued in the next chapter, the first verses of which
speak of the binding of Satan. In the fourth verse
the saints arc brought to view in heaven, sitting
with Ohrist on thrones of judgment. This 1s in ful-
fillment of his promise, as recorded in Matt. 19 : 28.
The binding of Satan, then, appears to be accom-
plished by removing from his presence and power
every human being, The object for which he is
bound is that he should ¢ deceive the nations no
more till the thousand years should be fulfilled.”

Next month, the Lord willing, we shall conclude
this subject by an examination of those texts which
explain the time and nature of the millennium, and
the establishment of the saints on the renewed
earth, ' A. G. DaNIELLS.

(Concluded néxt month.)
—_——————————
God Speaks to Us,

“Therefors . also mow, swith the Lord, turn ye to me with all your
heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning.”
Joel 2; 12

It makes no difference to what page we may open
the sacred volume, we will there find God speaking.
to us. It may be in words of -warning, reproof,
entreaty, or by the example of others. In all there .
is manifested a love that cannot be appreciated by
the finite mind of man. We may go farther, and
say that it is not comprehended by the angels. It
may seem strange that Christians, with God speak-

ing to them every day if they will let him, get in

that condition which calls forth the words of our
text. Fhey -cannot be living as God would -have
them, Privileges must have been and are being
slighted, which alone can fit them to abide the day
of his wrath, There may have been a formal rend-
ing of garments, but that heart work which God re-
quites has been neglected. It is only the pure in
heart who will see God. -No amount of ritnalistic
service will win for any one an entrance in through
the gates of the heavenly city, If the peaple were
living as near to God as it is their privilege, if their
whole heart, mind, and strength were centered on
things above, we wonld not find the above words in
the Bible.

“God s gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and of great kindness,” and notwithstanding the
cold indifference of the people, still his heart of love
yearns for his wayward ones. He is not willing that
any should perish, but calls on them to turn unto
him. "The door of mevey is still open, and all who
manifest a godly sorrow, will not have it closed
against them. It is exceedingly dangerous for God’s
people to presume on liis mercy and love. He has
gaid, “I will not.always chide, neither will I keep
my anger forever.”  Yes, solemn though thé thought
may be, the time will come, and that shortly, when
our High Priest will lay off his priestly robes - and
cease his intercession for the human race. Then no
mercy will be mingled with God’s dealings with -
man. Rev, 14 :10. None will be able to abide
that day, only those who have made a covenant with
God by sacrifice. Ps, 50 :5, There must be a
sacrificing of worldly pleasure and ambition, and a
turning unto God with the whole heart.

There is.something more than ordinary in the
circamstances that call forth the words of our text.
What is it that causes God to so earnestly entreat
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his people to turn unto him ? The question is an-
swered by the words of the first verse of the chapter:

“ Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an. alarm |

in my holy mountain : let all the inhabitants of the
land tremble ; for the day of the Lord cometh, for
it is nigh at hand.” Tts deeper significance.is now
apparent. The pleading words are addressed fo
those who are living when the day of the Lord is
mgh at hand ; that ¢ day of darkness and gloomi-|T
ness,” when « all faces gather blackness.” Velseg
2, 6. Probation is rapidly drawing to a close, and
Godis anxious to have his people perfect characters
which will stand the searching test of the Judgment.
He is about to utter his voice before his army, and
send Jesus to execute his word (Joel 2:11; John
5:27), and he desires his people to avert the threat-
ened calamity,

That the chureh in the last days will need exhor-
tations and entreaties is evident from John’s words
to the Laodiceans. He says: “ I know thy works,
that thou art neither cold nor hot; I would that
thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art

lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of- my mouth)’ Rev. 3:15, 16. However
much we could wish this was otherwise, our experi-
ence confirms the word. Satan has come
down with great power, and will work with in-
‘creasing determination until the struggle is finally
ended by Christ’s coming for his people. If
he cannot deceive the Christian in any other
"way, he will endeavor to cause him to repose
all in the theory of the truth, and make him think
that he is “rich and increased in goods, and has
need of nothing.,” No watter how strong the argu--
ments for the truth are, Christians must not trust
alone in them ; the spirit must be coupled with the
theory, Without it we are * wrefched, and miser-
able, and poor, and blind, and naked.” But thanks
be to God, the vietory can be gained through Jesus.

It matters not how foreboding the clouds of circum-
stances are that settle down around the chiid of
God. The eye of faith may penetrate the darkest
gloom, and see beyond the Sun of Righteousness, and
know that if faithful he will soon be basking in the
light of his presence.

_ The day of the Lord spoken of by Joel will soon

be ushered in with all its terribleness, and we ask, in|-

the words of the prophet, «Who can abide it
Joel 2:11. The provisions of God's mercy are
ample, and an answer to the question may be drawn
from the counsgel of the true Wltness, who says : «1

counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that |

‘thou mayst be vich ; and “Wwhite raiment, that thou
mayst be clothed, and that the shame of thy naked-
ness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-
salve, that thou mayst see.” - Rev. 8§ :18. ¢ Ho,
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and
he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat;
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price.” Isa, 55:1. The price of the riches
of God’s grace has been paid, and the Christian has
only to come and clain it as his through the merits
of Jesus. No oue need be poor. The heavenly
riches are placed within the reach of all. "'I'he Giver
is now at the door knocking, and his voice is heard
in the words of our text, pleading to come in, If
any man will hear this voice, and open the door, the
Son of God will conie in to him and sup with him.
Rev. 8:20. What condescensionis here manifested!
Waat o privilege granted fallenman ! Shall we not
heed the earnest call, and turn to the Lord with our
whole heart ?
“"is the last call of mercy ; oh ! turn not away,
For now swiftly hasteth the dread veugeance day !
The Spirit invites you, and pleads with you, Come ;
OhT1 come to life’'s waters, nor thirstingly roam.

“"Tis the last call of mercy ; -oli! steel not thy heart !
For now she Is rising from earth to depart !

‘The bride now-is calling, Ye thirsty soul, come!
Oh| come with the ransomed ; in heaven there’s room.”

Derra.
____.~.’___—’~
Waex you have learned to submit to do faith-
fully, patiently, duty that is most distasteful to you,
God may permib you to do the work you like,—Pro-
JSessor Riddle. -

¢ Let Not Your Heart be Troubled.”

“ Lt not your heart be troubled ; ye believe in
God, believe also in me. I go to prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto xayself ; that where I am there ye
may be also,” How many tired, troubled Christians
have read these precious words ; and as they have
read, have found them like healing balin to the
weary spirit,
“Jesus knows thy sorrow; knows thy every care,’
and not only knows, but sympathizes also, and in-
vites us in such lovmg terms : “ Come unto me, all
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest,” )

“Liet not your heart be troubled.” If we are
trying to serve him faithfully, following in the path-
way he has marked out for us, loving him above all,
trusting in him alone forsalvation, then we need not
be troubled. The promise is ours : * All things

work together for good to them that love God.”}

Yes, all things. 1 will come again.”” Thisis our
hope ; this is what we are waiting for,” hoping for,
Iongmg for. The constant cry of our heart is,
Even so, come, Lord Jesus; come quickly. We
have come to the last month of 1887. Another
year is gome, with all its hopes and fears, with its
record of good and evil. His coming is a year
nearer. Arve we better prepared to meet him than
we were a year ago 7 -Remember we are not only to
wait, but to watch ; wateh and pray. As time
grows shorter, the cnnﬁmt will be more severe, and
we shall need to keep very close to God, need to be
ever on the watch, lest we are overcome by the
enemy, _

« Let not your heart be troubled.” ¢ Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”
With us always! *this same Jesus,” a living,
loving, personal Saviour! What a comfmt to know
that our dearest and best friend is with us contin-
vally, What need is there, then, to be troubled?
But let us be careful that we grieve hinm not, and
let us strive to be worthy of his companionship
now, so that bye and bye we may be *forever with
the Lord.”

“ Swift to its close ebbs oub life’s 11ttle day ;
Barth’s joys grow dlm, its gloriss pass away ;

Change and decay in-all around 1 see ;
0 Thou who changest not, abide with me.’

« T need thy presence every passing hour ;
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud andsunshine, Loxd, ahide with me.”

Melbourne, Victoria. - A, M, -
—— el
Whoop Easy.

THIRTY years ago there was a band of Indians
going about the country, giving exhibitions of their
peculiar customs, manuers, and dress (or undress))
ffom the “balkmg up ™ of the baby, to the national
dance and war-whoop. I cannot be sure, at this dis-
tance of- time, whether they were bona fide Indians,
or make believes, like the so-called negro minstrels ;
but that is quite aside from my_story.

Upon reaching a certain town, inhabited by a quiet,
thrifty, and pious folk, they found that there was no
public hall ¢f any description in the place. There
was, however, a lécture-room, lelonging to one of
the churches, a commodinus and- comfortable build-
ing, used for Sunday-school and prayer-meetings,
and sometimes for concerts and fairs. The Indian

-troupe applied for this lecture-room, and grave was

the debate of the perplexed deacons, torn by their
contending desires; they would be faithful to their
trust, but they much wished to see the Indian show !

A comical compromise was at last agreed- upon ;
the Indians were to have the lecture-room, upon con-
dition, that, in their painted war-dance, they would
“whoop easy !”

We have been laughing at those absurd old church
wardens all these thirty years, but verily we sit upon
the same bench with them, some of ns. How often
do we weakly indulge ourselves in what is inconsist-
ent with our Christian profession, secretly promising
ourselves the while that we will whoop easy 7 Leav-

“ Let not your heart be tloubled 7

ing out of consideration such worldly amusements
as may (or may not) be innocent within moderate
bounds, consider, for example, the matter of unchar-
itable gossip. Inits rude extreme we all dislike such
gossip, calling it slander. But day after day we
allow in ourselves and encourage in others that small,
unnecessary criticism, spiced with ridicule, which we
call social chat ; we make room for the savages, pro-
vided they will « whoop easy.’

And so with many another evil plactwe we stand

back with uphfted hands from the side on which it

runs into vice, while dallying carelessly within its
bounds, ~

Yet it is a fact of solemn significance that one of
the few contemptuous expressions in God’'s word is
directed against these middle-course people : “ Be-
cause thou art neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee
out of my mouth,”—Christian at Work,

<
- i

The Total Motive Force of the World.

Tur Scientific American gives the following very
interesting figures, just published by the bureau of
stabistics in Berlin, showing the wonderful results
which have been attained in less than three decades,
through but one of the wonderful discoveries of this
“age of knowledge

« Four-fifths of the engines now workma in the
world have been constructed during the lasb five
lustra (25 years).

-« France has actnally 49,590 stationar§ or loco-

motive boilers, 7,000 locomotives, and 1,850 boats’
boilers ; Gelmany has 59,000 boxlers 10 000 loco-~
motives, and 1,700 ships’ boilers ; Austria, 12,000
boilers and 2,800 locomotives.
. ¢ The force equivalent to the working steam en-
gines represents in the United States, 7,500,000
horse power, in England, 7.000,000 horse power ;
in Germany, 4,500, 000 m France, 8,000,000 ; in
Austria, 1,500,000. " In “these the motive power of
the locomotives is not included, whose number in
all the world amounts to 105,000, and represents a
total of 8,000,000 horse power. Adding this to
the other figures, we obtain the total of 46,000,000
horse power,

“ A steam horse power is equal to three actual
horses’ power ; a living horse is equal to seven men.
The steam engines to-day vepresent in the world
approximately the work of a thousand millions of.
men, or more than double the working population
of the earth, whose fotal population amounts to
1,455,928,000 inhabitants, Steam, therefore, has
trebled man’s working power, enabling him to
economize his physical strength while attending to
his intellectual development.”— Review and Herald.

.
-

The Christian’s -Influence.

“ WuEN a man’s ways please the Lord, be’
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with Biro.”
Who of us have not been in the presence of a true
follower of Christ, and felt the influence of the
spirit of meekness and love that swrrounds him ?
The unconseious influence of such a man is a power
for good. He has so mortified the flesh, and brouglt
his affections and desives into subjection to the will
of God, that our hearts seem to open to him at
once. We take him into our confidence, feeling
sure that he is like his Master, true and unselfish,

Such a one is a spiritual father, and ther¢ are not
many such,—not many, who, like the yenerable
apostle John can address the household of faith as
« My little children.” These are sxmpl ,words, but
what a depth of meaning there is in them! What
a long life of conflict and victory niust pass before
one can say, “ My little children!” All may ot
reach this high standard; but let us be grateful that
we.may all walk in the path of obedience to God's
holy law, and so order our lives that our hearts will
not condemn us. Then shall we have confidence
toward God that whatsover we ask we shall receive
of him, because we love him and keep his command-
‘ments. W. J. E.

Melbourne, Vzctona
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IMPORTANT BIBLE LESSONS.

hie object of the following lessons is to bring out points of truth
fiot commonly studied by the majority of Bible readers. They will
te found of great benefit to those who will give.them careful study.

’Ifhe lessons were written especially for Sabbath-school classes. but,

are also designed for the family circle. Let the proof texss be well
sbrlied.

First Sabbath in Deccmber.—Feast of Tabernacles.

: 1. Where did Jesus and his disciples rema’n for some
time after the transfiguration? Matt, 17 :22.

© 2. What did Jesus seek t¢ impress upon his-followers
doring this time!? Verses 22, 23.

© 3. Why did they remain in Galilee?
4. What feast of the Jews was at hand ?

Joh 7 :2.

John 7 : 1,

. 5, Where do we fiud the law concerning this feast?
Lev. 23 : 34, 35, 30.

I 6. What was its object ?

- 7. When held? Lev.23:34

8. Where was Jesus just before the feast ? Matt, 17:24,

9. Who came and spoke with him? John 7:3, 4.

10. How did Jesus resp m:l ! - Verses 6-8.

: 11, Where did he tarry for a few days?

- 12." Where did he'afterwards go?  Verse 10. .

13, Who was the subject of a great deal of conversation
the feast?- .

14, When did he appcar and begin to teach? Verse 14:
15. How did his words affect the Jews!

: 16, What did he boldly declare in his teachings?
‘John 7-:26, 28, 2.

17.  When he declared himself to be the Son of Gait,
-what did his enemies seek to do! Verses 30, 32,

18. What effect had his teaching on others? - Verse 31.
. 19, What did Jesas say during bis teaching on the last
‘day of the feast? Verses 37, 38.

: 20. What did Jesus mean by this? Verse 39.

¢ 21, On the return of the officers who were sent to take
:Jesus, what did the Pharisees say to them ! Verse 43.
;22 What did they want to know ! Verse 48.

23. What did he say about Lis being the light of the
world ? John 8:12,

24, What was the effect of the sermon? Verse 30.

3 25, What did he say to those who believed? Verses
1, 52.

26. How did some of the Jews respond?  Verse 83.

27, How dud Cirist explain the true mecaning of his
words ? © Verses 34-36,

28. While admitting that they were the literal seed of
Abraham, how did he prove that they were not his chil-
dren? -Verses 37-40. ’

29. When they claimel to be the chil tren of God, how
did he show they were not ! Verses 4!1-44,

30: Who) then, ave really childrenof God ! Rom. 8 : 14.

,:at

NOTES ON LESSON

As we have ounly four more le<sons allotted us on
the Lite of Christ, we of necessity leave out many
exceedingly interesting and {mportans lessons found
in our Saviour’s teachings. ,

After the trans'iguration, Jesis and his disciples
remained in Galilee until the fall of the year, He
did not go to Judea, because the rulers sought to
iput him to death, and he did not wish to unneces-

arily incite them. He improved this time in teach-
ing, and preparing his followers for his betrayal and
death.-

The feast of tabernacles was the last of the three
great [lestivals convected with Hebraic rites and
cerémonies.  We find the law concerning this feass
in fiev. 23 :34-36. It was held on the seventh
monith, Tisri, corresponding with the latter part of
our September and the first of Gctober. It followed
the gathering of the harvest, lasting for seven days.
It opened with the fifteenth day, and properly closed
with thé twenty-second, though a solemn convocation
was held on the day following, which is sometimes
called the eighth day, Neh, 8:18. The objeet of
the feast was to ‘express gratitude and to keep in
mind the deliverance from Kgypt and the wandering
in the wilderness. The people were required to live
in bouths made of the green boughs of trees, as in-
dicative of the temporary homes of their fathers,
whom Moses led out of Igypt. The flat, Eastern
haouse-tops, and the hillsides around Jerusalem, were
on this occasion dotted with theseleafy bowers. All
the male portion of-the Hebrew population were re-
quired to attend this feast, and as many of the
women and children accompanied them as eunven-
ience would permit. The first evening all were re-
quired to stop within the walls of Jerusalem, but on
aniy other evening they were permitted tof go wher-

ONE,

“ver they wished. It appears from John 8 : 1,2

that Jesus stopped on the Mount of Olives, going
into the temple early every morning. = He may have
been the guest of the family at Beéthany of whom
we hear so huch from this on. Moare sacrifices were
made at this feast than at any other during the year.
There are two services mentioned by New Testament
writers which are omitted by those of the Old Testa-
ment. At the blowing of the trumpets in the morn-
ing, a priest took water from the Kidron, and at the
sound of music, marched to the altar in the court, on
gither side of which were two silver basing. Into
one was poured the water and into the other, wine.
These ran down pipes mingling with each other, into
the Kidron, representing the water that came from
the rock at Horeb, and typified- Christ,  Another
was the burning of ligh*s In the court of the women
at night, which lit up the whole court. Some think
it was this eeremony which caused Jesus at this time
to declare that he was the light of the world. Al
can see the force the circuinstance would give to his
words. It is thought that his sermon on the last
day was (John 7 : 37-39) suggested by the former
service. = - ’

Second Sabbath in December.—Resurrection of Lazarus.

I. What family at Bethany was greatly loved by Jesus?
John 11 :1, 2, 5.

2. When Lazarus was taken ill, what did his
Verse 3. :

3. What did Jesus say ‘when he heard of Lazarus’ ili-
ness?
- 4. Did be go to Bethany at once?

5. What did he afterwards say to his disciples? Verse 7.

6. What did he say concerning Lazarus?. Verse 11.

7. What did the disciples understand ?

8. What did Jesus then say?

9.-Do other Bible writers speak of death as a sleep!?
1 Thess. 4 :13.

10. On Jesns arriving at Bethany, who went to mect
him? John 11 : 20. .
11, What did she say to him? Verses 21, 22,

12. What encouragement did Christ give her?
13. What does her response prove? -
14, What truth did he theu teach her? Verses 25, 26,
15. When Jesus called her, who came to him? Verses
28, 29.
16, What did the Jews say who followed

sisters dof

her? Verse
36,
17, What question did some agk? Verse 87,
5 18, On reaching the comb, what did Jesus say? Verse
9. :
19. How long had Lazarus been dead !
20, After praying, what commagnd did Jesus give?
Verse 43,
Zdl. What did the resurrection of Lazarus cause many
to do!
22. What did others do? ) :
23, What did Caiaphas state? Verscs 49, 50.
24. What did the council then seek to do?
25, How did Jesus avoid them?

NOTES ON LESSON TWwWO,

The little village of Bethany, so intimately asso-
ciated with the last days of our Savicur’s life on
earth, is situated cast of Jerusalem, and . separated
from it.by the brovk Kidron, It standson the east
slope of the Mount of Olives, near where the road to
Jericho begins its rapid descent to the Jordan ; dis-
tance from Jerusalem about two miles, "This was
the home of Mary and her sister Martha, and their
brother Liazirus, where Jesus was {requently enter-
taiied. The first tie that he was made the recipi-
ent of thewr hospitality was when he and his disciples
were weary from walking up the steep incline from
Jericho on their way to Jerusalem, TLuke 10:38-
42, Their kindness and faith.in Jesus as the
Messial, won for them a warm place in'the S wivur’s
heart, and it was not because of any lack of interest
on his part that he did not go immediately to their
home when he learned of Lazarus' illness.

The death of the one ¢ whom lie loved ™ was per-
mitted that God might be glorified, and a crowning
proof given of the divinity of Jesus. The grief that
was manifested by the Saviour as lie beheld the
weeping sisters and friends, was not caused alone by
the scene before him.  The sorrows of the world were
upon him, He looked down through ages, and
realized the sorrow that death would cause, and he
sympathized w'th all.  So those whose Learts ate now
well-nigh broken by the loss of loved ones, may find

in Jesus a sympathizer as verily as did the bereaved
sigters. . . -

Although Jesus had delayed his coming until her
brother had been in tlie grave four days, Martha’s
faith and love were as stroug as ever. Mark the
confidence exprassed in her words,  Lord, if thou
hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I
know, that even now whatsoever thouwilt ask of Gad,
God will give it thee.,” Such confidence will always
be rewarded, and Jesus said to her, ¢ Thy brother
shall rise again.” She did not realize the full mean-
ing of his words, but her response showed that she
was acquainted with the doctrine of the resurrection,
and Christ directed her m'nd to himself as the one
through whom it wauld be aceomplished,

The doubting unbelief of the Jews manifests
itself again in the thirty-seveuth verse, and they
hardened their hearts against the miracle performed
before their eyes,and went and told the Pharisees, A
council was called, to which neither Nicodemus nor
Joseplt was invited, and it was decided, after a state-
ment from Caiaphas, to put the Saviour to death.

Third Sabbath in Decémbel'.——M-«mry’s Offering, and Jésus’
. Ride into Jerusalem.

1. Where did Jesus and his disciples go t) avoid the
Pharisees? John 11 : 54, :
2. What feast drew on while Jesas was here!
3. What did many of the psople do?
4, Whom did they seck, and talk about while in the
temple ?
5. What command had
John 11 : 57, )
6. Where did -Jesus come six days before the feast?
John 12 :1. —
7. How was he entertained! Verse 2,
8. In whose house was this suppzr given? Matt. 26 : 6.
9. While the meal was being eaten, whatdid Mary do?
John 12 : 3. -
10. Who complained of this as a great waste? Verse 4.
11. Was it because he had any regard for the poor?
John 12 : 6.
12. How did Jesus respond to them ?
13. What called many peoplc o1t to Bethany ? .
14, What did the riders wish to do with Lazarus?
John 12 :10. )
13. What did the poople d) on the following day !
John 12 :12, 13.
16. What did Jesussay to two disciples !
17, What prophecy was this to fullill/
Isa. 62 : 11,
18. When Jesus ws seated on the colt, what did the
people do! Matt. 21:8, 9.
19, Did the disciples understand this at first?
12 : 16.
20. Had the time for Jesus to be glorified arrived !
John 12 :23.
21. Who especially desired tosee Jesus? John'12 : 20, 21,
22, How did this demonstration affect the priests aud
Pharisees! John 12:19. :
23. 'What did it foreshadow !

Verse 55.

the priests aud Pharisecs given?

'

Matt. 21:2,3.
Matt. 21 14, 5;

John

NOTES ON LESSON THREE.

Eplraim, the little village to which Jesus and
his disciples retired to escape the rage of the priests
and Pharisees, is in the land of Ephraim, just across
the line fromt Benjamin. It is about twenty miles
north ot Jerasalew, in the neighborhood of Bethel.
It is the opinion of commentators that Jesus re-
mained at this place about two months before return-
ing to Bethany. Duty now called hin to Jerusalem,
and he did not hesitate, notwithstanding the threat-
enings of his enemies, He arrived in Bethany the
week beifore the Puassover, remained in the quiet
howte of Lazarus cver the Sabbath, had supper at
Simon’s house, was anointed by Mary, and on the
first day of the weck proceeded to Jerusalemn to at-
tend the feast. Some of the disciples: especially
Judas, objected to Mary’s action as exceedingly waste.-
ful. T& was not a care for the poor, but the selfish
promptings of Judas’ heart that influenced him.
Avarice had crowded 'out spirituality, and he was
unacquainted with the feelings of love and reverence
that actuated Mary, She had heard it whispered
around that Jesus would be crowned king at the
feast, and was-only too gladto believe it, Herlove
for the Master prompted the desire to be first to pay
him honor. -

On the phrase, *“ And bear what was put therein,”
Dr. Adam Clarke says : “ Or rather, as some eminent
critics contend, And stole what was put init, This
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Drcexprr, 1887.
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seems the proper meaning of Aebastazen ; and in
this sense it is used in chap. 20 : 15 :  If thou have
stolen him away. In the same sense the word is
used by Josephus when speaking of the pillage of
the temple by Antiochus, he says, He carried off,
or stole,also the vessels of the Lord.”
The scene that transpired as Jesus, seated upon
a colt brought from Bethpage by his disciples,
entered Jelubalem, cannot be realized. All nature
seemed rejoicing in the light of that spung morning
and the hearts of the people were full of joyous ox-
pectancy as they vied with one another in doing him
homage, whom they hailed as Messiah and King.
He had never permitted such demonstrations béfore,
and this confirmed their hopes that he was about to
pr. sclaim himself king, and assume wliat they con-
sidered to be his uofht Glad hosannas echo and
re-echo through the Kidron valley as the procession
approaches the holy city. Hundreds join the trium
phal march as it proceeds, and the enthusiasm
knows no bouuds. Churist’s followers have forgotten,
in their present joy, that h e has said his kingdom
is not of this world, and they little realize the signif-
icance of the scene. Prophecy was fulfilling. Never
before had the world witnessed such a sight, nor will
such a scene again be seen until the ransomed throng
tharch through the gates of the New Jerusalem,
which arise at the words from the Saviour, ¢ Lift up
your lheads, O ye gates: and be ye lifted up, ye
everlasting doors ; and the King of glory shall come
in.” Read chaptel thirty-three of Spirit of Prophecy,
vol. 2. —
Fourth Sabbath in December.—The Betrayal, Trial,
and Cruncifixion.
1. Where did Judas go immediately after the supper ab
Simon's? Mark 14:10, 11,
. 2, When the day of the Pas~30ver ca’ ne, what question
dil the disciples ask Jesus 7 Mark 14 :
3. While ab this supper, how was 1t determinej who
should betray him? John 13: 26.
4. What ordinances were ingtituted a,t this supper?
Luke 22 :17-20; John 13 :5-15,
At the close, where did Jesus and h1s disciples go?
Luke 22 : 39,
6. Describe the scene that followed ! Matt. 206 :37-45,
* 7. Describe his betrayal and arrcst? Mark 14 :42-46.
8. Where was he first takeu? John 18 :24,
9. After he was condemned by the Sanhedrim, where
was he taken ! Matt, 27 :2,
10. What conversation took place between Pilate and
the Jews? John 18:29-31.
ll.{ Deseribe his trial before Pilate,  John, chap. 18, 19,
What was Pilate’s decision? Jobhn 19:6; Luke
23 22
13. Where was he senb by lea,be ! Luke 23:7-9.
14, What treatment dil he receive at Herod’s hands?
Liuke 23 : 113 [sv. 53 :38, 4.
15, After his return, how did Pilate try to release him ¢
Matt. 27 : 17-21.
16. What trea.tmcut did Jesus receive at the hands of
the soldiers ! Mark 15 ; Matt. 27.
17. How dld Pilate make a final a'temapt to release
Jesus! John 19:1-15,
18, What was then done? Matt, 27 : 31, 32
19. Describe the place and manner of cracifixion,
Mark 15 :22-28. -
20. Deseribe his painful death on the cross, - Mark 15
35--349, -
21. Oun what day was ‘this ? Mark 15 1 42,
22. Who took the body of Jesus and buvied it?
4345, 7, ,
23. How was the scphulcher secured 7 Matt, 27 : 6266,
21, When some of his followers wenbt to the tomb early
on the first day of the week, what did they discover?
Mark 16 : 1-6.
25, Tell how he was raised?

Yerses

Matt. 28 :1-7.

NOTES ON LE33ON FOUR.

When the Aaronic priestitood was fivst instituted,
the office of high priest was hereditary.  But as
Israel departed from God, and corrupting influences
crept in, diffsrent practices crept in concerning this
sacred office. At one time it was sold to the high-
est bidder, and in the time of Christ the Herods
placed in the office whom their fancy might dictate.
Annas was a man of bigh standing among the Jews,
and it i3 stated by Dr. Adam Clarke that he had five
sons who had successively enjoyed the dignity of
higl-priesthood. At this time Caiaphas, his son-
in-law, was actiog high priest. 1t is thought by
some good auflmrltles that Annas was 1eqlly high
priest and that Caiaphas simply acted as his deputy
Annas is thought to have been ruler of the Sanhe-

drim in the time of Christ, and it was for this reason
that Jesus was brought first before him. Josephus
says that the high priest’s name was Joseph Calaphas.
He was appointed by Valerius Gratus, and held the
position during the entire plucuratorsh1p of Pontius
Pilate. -

Pilate was the s&xth Roman procarator of Judea.

He was appointed in the twelfth year of Tiberius, |

just before the Saviour commenced-his ministry, and
it was under him that Jesus labored, suffered, and
died. " He was greatly hated by the Jews. When
the Saviour was brought before Pilate, who found
nothing worthy of death in him, he was anxious
shift his responsibility. Hearing he was from
Galilee, he thought-to free himself by sending him
to Herod, who was tetrarch of that provinee, and
then in the city. There had been enmity existing
between these Roman officials, but this act made
them friends.

The Judgment Hall, where Jesus ‘wag ’mken, was
probably the residence occupied by Pilate when he
visited Jerusalem. - There is some dispute as to the
place, some’supposing 1t to be the palace of Ixmg
Herod, others the tower of Antonia,

Golgotha, the place where our Saviour was cruci-
fied, was & well-known spot.  Mr. Smith says con-
cerning it : ** By three evangelists it is interpreted
to mean the ‘ place of a skull’ St Luke's words
are as follows : * The place wlicli is ealled a skull,'—
not as in the other Gospels ¢ of a skall,” thus employ-

ing the Greek term just as they d» the Hebrew

one. Two explanations of the nameare given. (a)
That it was a spot where executions ordiiartly took
place, and therefore abounded in skalls.  (#) It may
come from the look or form of the spot itself, bald,
round, and skuall-like, and therefore a mound or
hillock, in accordance with th(, common p‘xms()’

© Fifth Smbbat,h in Decembcr._‘tevww.

1. Where did Jesus and his disciples remain for some
timne after the transfguration ’
. What feast of the Jews drew on’?
. Degeribe this feast,
Who attended this feast?
. When did Jesus appear at the feast !
What did he declare in his teaching ?
. What effect bad it on the seribes and Pharisees ?
. Give some points of his teaching ab this feast.
. What family livedat Bethany grea‘ly loved by Jesus?
10. Wuat news did Jesus get from them !
11. Relate the conversation between Jesus and his
Jisciples.
12, Give the circumstanzes counected with the resur-
rection of Liazarus.
13, Wheve did Jesus and his disciples go?
14 What fcast was hel labout two months later?
To whose home did Jesus go before attending this

wwa@mﬁwm

Eca,sb ?
16, Tell how he was entertained at-Bo sthauy.
17. Describe his eutrance.into Jerusalem.

18. When the Passover arrived, what question did the

disciples ask Jesus?

19. State what was done at this supper.

20. Where did Jesus go after the gupper?

21. Describe vhat night at Gethsemane.

22. Where was Jesus taken?

23. Outline his trial before Pilate, and state result.

24. Where was Jesus then taken?

25. What took plase ab his deabh?

* 26. By whom was he buried?
27. How was the tomb secured!
28. Give the instances connected with his resmivection,
—

TrerE is no place like home as a help to Sabbath-
geliool work. It helps niost when all its members
attend the school. Al should attend, for all need
to study the Bible. But attendance is not the only
thing thit is needed. There must be hearty co-
operation between the family and the school.

The first elenient of this co-operation is a goad
anderstanding between parents and teachers. It
should be dxstlnctly recognized that they form a
mutual-aid society, laboring for the same ends, and
using, where possible, the same means. I‘h\s co-

 operation should cover the mastter of readtng collat-

eral scriptures at home, carefully preparing every
lesson, examining children at Liome, both before and
after recitation, securing a cheerful punctuality, acd-
vising teachers as to hopeful or discouraging symp-
tonis in a scholar ; in short, it should include every
means whereby the parent can help the teacher, or
the teacher can help the parent.—Baptist Teacher,

Wonth's Department,

THE TW0 HOUSES

THERE went a wise and a foolish man,

And each to buil:l him a house began ;

One built on arock., and one on the sind.

And when the two housecs crect did stand,

While the san shone ou the'n, no man could see .
“Which of the two might the firmer be,

But when the dark sky began to frown,
And the wind, aud the storm, ant the rain came down,
The rock-built house bore the. shock right well,
While its neighbor tottered. and, cmﬂ‘mﬂ fell.
So those shall stand in the tempest %hr)ck
Who buil't on God’s promise. thc Bible rock ;
While the hope that wars against God's command,
- Shall fall with a erash, like “the house on the sand.
—Sel.

A Goed_Man’s Tenderiess.

Bovs are sonietimes tempted to think that to be
tender-hearted is to be weuk anl unmanly,  Yet the
tenderest heart may be assocated with the strongest
and wost forcible mind and will. Take, for ex-
ample, the story told of him to whom we owe our
wonderful railway systetn.  George Stephenson went
one day into an apper room of his house and closed
the window, It had been left open a long time be-
cauge of the great heat, but now the weather was
bec ming eroler, and so Mr. Stephenson thought it
would be well to shut it. He little knew at the
time what he was doing.  Two or three days™ after-
ward, however, he chanced to observe a bird flying
against the same window, and beating agaiust it
with all its might again and agaiu, as if trying to
break it. Tis sympathies and cariosity were aroused.
What could the little thing want ? He at onee went
t the room and opeuned the window to see, The
window opened, the bird flew straight to one par-
ticular spot in the room, where Stephenson saw a
nest—that little bird's nest.  The poor bird looked
at it, took the sad story in at a glance, and Hluttered
down to the f1)or, broken-hearted, almnst dead.

Stephenson, drawing near to lovk, was filled with
uuspeakable sirrow,  Ther: sat the mothier bird, and
under it four tiny little ones—mother and young all
apparently dead.  Stephenson eried aloud. e
tenderly litted the exhausted bird from the floor, the
worm it liad so long and bravely struggled o bring
to its lome and young still in its beak, and carefully
tried to revive it; but all his efforts proved in valn.
It speedily died, "and the great man mourned for
many a day. At that timo the force of George
Stephenson’s mind was changing the face of the
earth ; yet he wept at the siwht of this dead family,
and was deeply grieved bemuse he' himself had an- ,'
CJI’IS(’IOllsly been thie cause of death.—Sel.

-——
Don’t Say ‘“No” Easy.

“How is it you never go with bad boys, or get
into any serapes ¥ asked a little fellow of his play-
mate. ' '

«Oh ! said the other, “ that is beeause 1
say ‘no’ easy.” ’

We thank the boy for his secret. It is worth a
great deal more than a bag of money. I have
doubb saying “mo” as if you did not meart it, lms
rained many a boy and girl.  When any cne tries
to coax you to do a wrong thing, say “uo” ‘as if you
meant “No,” and nothing but ““ no,” and ne mistake,

When Satan whispers for you to serve him and
do wrong, and makes-you great promises, as he did
to the Lord Jesusin the mldemees do not say “no”
easy, but answer him as Jesus dld “ Greb thee be-
hind me, Satan.” That is a “no” he can under-
stand.

on't

-
(e

Tuax plate at Windsor Castle is worth, in roand
figures, nearly two million pounds. It is all Crown
property, which means, practically, that it belongs to
the nation. If a single spoon were lost, it would
have to be replacel by the queen. When thercis a
State banguet at the Castle, the plate on the table
is usually, worth at least two hundred and fifty
thousand pounds.
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Vor. 2, No. 12.

“Wh‘tt is truth?” -

: GErO. I. BUTLER,
. URIAH SMITH,
: J. H. WAGGONER,

s, N HAsnLL, )
.. EDrroms.

Melbourne, Australia, December, 1887.

Who Was That Angel ?

WHORVER accepls the Bible as the word of God
‘cannot fail to believe, not only in-the efficacy of prayer,
but in the ministration of angels. “Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvalion?” Heb. 1:14. No
class of persons talk more about angelic ministrations
than do Spiritualists. On this point they claim to be
in harmony with the Bible, which they reject, only as
.they-can claim an expression here and there to support
‘their theory. But upon this point the Scriptures afford
them no support ; for the spirits of dead men are not
‘angels. That hymn so commonly taught children,

‘I want to be an angel,” conveys a false and unseript-|

ural idea. No man ever became an angel ; but angels
have often taken the form of men, and appeared to
men ; not with rappings, and table tippings, and such
nonsensical fooler y, but with so}eum messages from
heaven.

There is order in heaven among the angelic host, ag
there are also different orders of angels, We read of

the cherubim and the seraphim, each andall having their.

work in the great plan of salvation, of which Christ
is the author and finisher. In answer to prayer, God
has often sent his angels to his servants, and not infre-
quently their names and position have been announced.
“And the angel answelmg said unto hlm, I am
Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and wn
sent to speak unto thee, and to show thee these glad
tidings.” Luke 1:19. It was Gabriel who was sent

_ to Daniel, and to whom it was said, “ Gabrie], make
this man to understand the vision.” Dan, 8:16. Tt

“ was an angel who appeared to Joshua, with a drawn

~sword in his hand, and” when asked, “ Art thou for us,
or for our advelsarles ?” replied, “ Nay ; but as captam
[prmce, margin] of the host of the Lord am I now
come.” - He then asked Joshua to remove his shoes
from off his feet, for the ground whereon he qtood was
holy. Joshua 5:13-15,

This was not Gabriel ; for in the ninth-and tenth of
Daniel, where we find two of the most remsrkable
instances of the direct answer to prayer through the
ministration of angels, he appears and refers to
angther being whom he calls the “first prince,” corre-

- sponding to the captain, or prince, of the Lord's host.
- Thege terms must be synonymous, referring to the
same person. Gabriel goes a step. further than this ;
for h says, “And there is none that holdeth with me
_in these things, but Michae' your prince.” Dan,10:21.
* See also Dan. 8:16; 10 : 10-15. . ‘
i Now, if we can ascertain who Michael is, we shall
understand who is the captainof the Lord’s host, before
whom Joshua reverently removed his shoes, as the
ground upon which he stood was made holy by the
angel’'s-presence. That it was the same being who
appeared to: Moses in the burning- bush which was not
consumed, is, to say the least, a reasonable conclusion.
“And the Angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a
flame of fire vut of the midst of a bush; and he
looked, aad, behold, the bush burned witl: fire, and the
bush was not consumned. And he said, Draw
not nigh hither ; put off thy shoes from off thy feet,
for the place whereon -thoun standest is. ioly ground.”
This angel bore the name of God ; for he said, “T am
the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his
face ; for he was afraid to look upon God.” Ex.3:2-6.
If we conclude that this is the same being, we have
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tl{x'ee characteristics which will aid us in determining
the identity of the angel. First, he is called Michael ;
second, he is captain, or prince, of the Lord’s host;

| third, he bears the name of God.. As to who Michael

is, Jude bears an important testimony: ‘ Yet Michael
the archangel, when contending with the devil he dis-

puted about the body of Moses, durst not bring against

him a railing accunsation, but said, The Lord rebuke
thee.,” Jude 9.

Moses sinned by speaking unadvisedly.with his lips,
and because of his sin he was not permitted to enter
the promised land, but was buried by unsgen” hands
in Mount Nebo. See Deut. 32:48-52; 34:1, 5, 6.
Satan claimed him as his lawful prey, as he had caused
him to sin, and when Michael came to resurrect him
from the dead, Satan contended about his body, Fol-
loewing this line, Paul tells us that the voice of the
archangel is to raise the dead at the. second coming of
our Lord. “For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the-trump of God ; and the dead'in Christ
shall rise first” 1 Thess, 4:16. But the Saviour
himself bears testimony that it is his own voice that
raises the dead. John 5:25-29. Thus it is clearly
shown that Michael is none other than our Lord Jesus
Christ,

The same.conclusion is reached by following out the
term “ captain,” or * prince,” as he i3 called in Joshua
5:14 and Dan. 10:13, 21. The same prophet Daniel
thus speaks of the first advent of Christ: “Know
therefore and understand, that from-the-going forth of
the conmandment to restore and to build Jerusalem,
unto the Messiah the Prince,” etc. Dan, 9:25, John
says: “ We have found the Messias, which is, being
interpreted, the Christ.” John 1:41, And Peter com-
pletes the evidence by - saying of the murderers of our
Lord, that they *“killed the Prince [Arckegos, a chief,
leader, prince,sovereign, author. Green’s Lexicon.] of
life, whotn God hath raised from the dead ; whereof
we are witnesses.” Acts 3:15. See also Acts 5:
30-32 ; Col. 1:13-18.

Agam. Christ above all the angels bears the name
of God. *Being made so much better than the angels,
as hie hath by inheritance obtained.a more excellent
name than they. For unto which of the angels said
he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I

begotten thee ?  And again, I will be to himn a Father,

and he shall be to me a Son. And again, when he
bringeth in the first- bevotten into the world, he saith,
Andletallthe angelsof Godwmshlphzm .+ . Unto
the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever ;
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy king-
dom.” Read Heb.1:1-14. When God brought Israel
out of Egypt, Le said : % Behold, I send an Angel before

-thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring ‘thee into

tlie place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and
obey his voice, provoke him not ; for be will not par-
don your transgressions; for my name is in him.)
Ex. 23:20, 21. Every title that the Father bears, he
has given to the Son. It was Christ that was en-
shrined in the .cloud, and who spoke to Moses, and
instructed Israel.
meat ; and did all drink the same spiritual drink ; for
they drank of that spiritual Rock that went with thein
[malgm] and that Rock was Christ.” I Cor. 10:3, 4.

Thus in Christ, and in bhim alone, do we find the
three qpeuﬁcatlonb which we have laid. down fulfilled.
It was the Spirit of Christ that ever spoke through his
prophets -after the fall of man, “searching what, or
what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was
in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the
the suﬁerings of Christ and the glory that should
follow.” 1 Pet.1:11, Christ wasaboveall the’ angels
in glory, heing equal with the Father, but to save man
he became lower than the angels. “ For verily he took
not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him
the seed of Abraham.” Heb. 2:16. He was made
sin for us, though he knew no sin. He cawme to save
to the uttermost. He can lift the most fallen, and

They * did all eat the same spiritual

exalt them, not to be angels, but above angels, clothing
them with his own immortal nature at his second
appearing.. We cannot exalt himtoo highly ; for he
that honoreth the Son, honoreth the Father also.

8. N. H.

o
D

The Seventh-day Sabbath still Observed for Several
Centuries after Christ.

AvrEr Constantine’s time there seems to have been
in a measure a revival of interest in, and reverence for,
the Sabbath in the minds of many Christians, at least
in the Eastern churches, where the influence of the
Roman Church was less powelful

Prof. Stuart, in speaking of the period from Con-
stantine to the Council of Laodicea, A, D. 364, says :—

%The practice of it [keeping of the Sabbath] was
continued by Christians who were jealous for the heuor
of the Mosaic law, and finally became, as we have
geen, predominant thloughout Christendom. It was
supposed at length that the fourth commandment did
require the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath [not
merely a seventh part of time]; and reasoning as
Christians of the présent day are wont to do, viz., that
all which belonged to “the ten commandments was im-
mutable and perpetual, the churches in general came
gradually to regard the -seventli-day Sabbath as alto
gether sacred,"—Appendiz to Gurney's History 8 b
bath, pp. 115, 116.

The church had by this timé become greatly
corrupted. When Constantine professed Christianity,
it became the popular religion. In order to serve in
the army or in the courts, or hold any official. position,
men had to profess to be Christians; and Gibbon
declares that many did this, but continued to worship
their idols in secret. Vast numbers joined the church
The bishops scught high' positions, wealth, and place,
dressing in gorgeous attire, and there was very little
resemnblance indeed between religion now and in the
days of persecution, What did this great Catholic
Church now do, when they saw the Sabbath once more
gaining some of its former sanctity, and an interest in
it reviving ?—They held a great Council at Laodicea,
4. D. 364, and among other things passed a decree that
Christians should not rest on the seventh-day Sabbath,
and pronounced a curse upon all who should do so. We
present the following statements of eminent authors
on this point —

Mr. James, in addressing the University of Oxford,
nses this language: “ When the practice of keeping
Saturday Sabbaths, which had becorne so general at.the
close of thiscentury, was evidontly gaining ground in
the Eastern Church, a decree was passed in the Council
held in Laodicea, A. D. 364, ‘that members of the

church should not rest from work on the Sabbath like

the Jews, but should labor on that day, and preferring
in honor the Lord’s day, then, if it be in their power,
should rest from work as Christians.”—Szrmons on
Sacraments and Sabb iths, pp. 122, 123.

Prynne- thus testifies: “It is certain ‘that Christ
himself, his apostles, and the primitive Christians for
some good space of time, did constantly observe the -
seventh-day Sabbath, . the evangelists and St.
Luke in the Acts ever styling it the Sabbath day, . . .
and making mention of its solemnization by
the apostles and other Christians, it being still
solemnized by many Christians after the apostles’ times,
even till the Council of Laodicea [4.D. 364], as ecclesi-
astical writers and the twenty-ninth canon of that
Couneil testify, which runs’ thus : * Because Christians
ought not to Judaize and’ to rest in the Sabbath, but to
work in that day (which many did refuse at that time
to do). But preferring in honor the Lord’s day (there
being then a greatcontroversy among Christians which
of these twodays . . should have the precedency),
if they should desire to rest they should do this as
Christians. ~Wherefore if they shall be found to
Judaize, let them be accursed from Christ. . The
seventh-day Sabbath was .. . solunnized by Christ,
the apostles, and primitive Christians, till the Laodicean
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Council did in a manner guite abolish the observation
of if. The Council of Laodicea [4. n. 364]
. first settled the observation of the Lord’s day
and prohibited . the keeping of the Jewish
Sabbath under an anathema.”—Dissertation on the
Lord’s Day Sabbath, pp. 33, 34, 44. 1633,

We also quote from an old English writer, John Ley .
“Trom the apostles’ tiine until the Couneil of Laodicea,
which was about the year 364, the holy observation of
the Jews’ Sabbath continued, as may be proved out of
many anthors; yea, notwithstanding the decree of
that Council against it.”"—Sunday a Sabbath, p. 163.
1640.

From this time onward the gencral disregard of the

ancient Sabbath was a foregone conclusion. It did
continue, as we shall show, in some localities where
the Catholic Church had not the power to put it down,
But the influence of that church was so great, and its
jurisdiction so extensive, and its hatred to the Sabbath
of the Lord so bitter, and its efforts in behalf of the
Sunday-Sabbath so active, that for centuries the ancient
Sabbath makes but little figure among Christian com-
-munities, We charge plainly and squarely upon the
corruptions of: Christianity which developed into the
Roman Catholic Church, the change of the Sabbath,
and the abolition of the ancient Sabbath of the Lord
contrary to the practice of the church of Jesus Christ,
The influences which hastened this vesult dwelt in
Rome itself in a special sense, far more than in other
sections, The bishops of Rome manifested their
emnity against the Sabbath far more than those of any
other city,

About the year A. p. 200, the Church of Rome turned
the Sabbath into a fast day. This was evidently done
to make the Sabbath disteputable. Says Mr. James,
before the University of Oxford : “ The Western Church
began to fast on Saturday at the beginning of the
third century,” Dr. Charles Hose, of Germany, says :
“The Roman Church regarded Saturday as a fast day
in divect opposition to those who regarded it as a Sab-
bath.  Sunday remained a joyful festival” etc.—
Ancient Chureh History, Part 1., div. 2, A, p. 100-312,
sec. 69. ‘

Says the great German historian, Neander : “ In the
Western church, particularly the Roman, where opposi-
tion to Judaism was the prevailing tendency, this very
opposition produced the custom of celebrating the
Saturday in particular asa fast day.”—Neander, p. 186.

By Judaism is doubtless meant the observance of
the Sabbath. TFuasting is never popular, and of course,
seeing the Sunday was made as joyfula day as possible,
the Sabbath was disliked. The Fastern churches did
not follow in this practice of fasting on the Sabbath
for a long time, and censured the Roman Ghurch for
doing it. '

The Roman Chireh made the first ediet in behalf of
Sunday. It required the observance of the Passover
on the Sunday following Good Friday, while the great

majority of the other churches celebrated it on the |
fourteenth day of the first month, no matter what day |
of the week this might be.” Victor, Bishop of Rome, !
in the year 196, tried to impose this upon all the
churches ;- that is, to compel them to observe it on
Sunday. Dowling calls it the “earliest instance of
Rowmish assumption,” The churches of Asia Minor
would not comply with his wishes. Bower says that
upon the receipt of their letter saying this, Victor gave
way “to an impotent and ungovernable passion, and
published bitter invectives against all the churches of
Asia,” ete.—History of the Popes, vol. 1, p. 18,
Constantine’s edict in behalf of the “ venerable day
of the sun,” went forth backed by the whole influence
of Rome, where, indeed, it had its source., At the
Council of Nice, A. p. 325, through the powerful
influence of Constantine, the position of the Roman
Church concerning the celebration of the Passover on
-Sunday was carried through. Thus Rome secured a
victory in behalf of Sunday. One special reason urged
by the Emperor in behalf of Sunday wasthis : ““ Let us

i
then have nothing in common with the most hostile
rabble of the Jews.” This hatred of the Jews was
one of the strongest causes why the Sabbath was sup-
pressed. Sylvester, bishop of Rome at this time, and
Husebins, the historian, were special favorites of the
Emperor, and doubtless used their utmost influence
with him to bring about these results,

We see, therefore, the Roman influence in all these
moves to put down the Sabbath. These culminated in
the Council of Laodicea, A. n. 364, when the- keeping
of the Sabbath was denounced, and those who observed
it were placed under a curse, Who can fail to see the
leading spirit in this movement?  Whenever the
Roman Church has had authority, the Sabbath has been
put down, It continued much longer in the Kastern
churches than in ‘the Western, where the Roman in-
fluence was paramount. After the removal of the
capital city from Rome to Constantinople by the Em-
peror Constantine, there was quite a struggle on the
part of the bishop of that city for the mastery ; but
to no purpose, though it finally resulted in the separation
of the Roman and Greek Catholic churches. Bug
throughout the Western churches the adberents of the
Sabbath had little favor; though we find here and
there traces of Sabbath-kcepers in vetired places all
through the Dark Ages. Of these we will speak liere-
after.

Thus we see that the Roman Catholic Cburch, with
the pope at its head, “exalted” itself “above God”
by setting aside his Jaw.  Thus he falfilled the proph-
et’s prediction, “He shall think to-change the times
and the laws.” . G. I B,
[P ——

Orthodoxy and Spiritualism.

WE charge orthodoxy with laying the track over
which the car of Spiritualism is running with its present
fearful momentum. If the teaching instilled for ages
into Christendom be true ; namely, that the dead are
conscious, and that their disembodied spirits are all
about us, cognizant of our actions, knowing vastly
more than we know of our surroundings, and able to
teach and help us, why should they not communicate
withus? Why not make known their presence and
give us the benefit of their new experience and their
large increase of knowledge? Would we willingly
excuse them if they did not ?

The following paragraph is the language of Bishop
Simpson, clipped from a Philadelphia paper. If al},
this be true, who can deny the fundamental claims of
Spiritualism ?  Under the heading, “ The Spirit World,” |
he saysi—

“The very grave is a passage into the beautiful and
the glorious. We have laid our friends in the grive,
but they ave around us. The little children that sat on
onr knees, into whose eyes we looked with love, whose
little hands have clasped our neck, on whose cheeks we
have imprinted the kiss—we can almost feel the
throbbing of their hearts to-day. They have passed
from ns ; but where are they ?——Just beyond the line
of the invisible. And the fathers and mothers who
educated us, who directed and comforted us, where are
they but just beyond the line of the invisible? The
associates of our lives that walked along life’s path-
way, those with whom we took sweet counsel, and who
dropped from our side, where are they but just beyond
us ?—not far away, it may be very near us, in tle
heaven of light and love. Is there anything to alarm:
us in the thought of the invisible *—No! it seems to
me that sometimes when our heads are on the pillow,
there come whispers of joy from the spirit land, which
have dropped into our hearts thoughts of the sublime
and beautiful and glorious, as though some angel’s wing
passed” over our brow, and some dear one sat by our
pillow. and communed with our hearts, to raise our
affections toward ihe other and better world.”

And suppose that just then a few raps were heard
upon the head-board, or some contiguous place, and it
should be niade to appear that somie intelligence was at
work producing the raps, and that that intelligence
should claim to be the “dear one ™ sitting by his pillow,
could Bishop Simpson have denied it? Could any one
holding similar views under Jike circumstances deny it ?
But not to deny it would be to expose one's self to any

seductive teaching which such intelligence might be
disposed to instill into his mind. And then, if the
agency be evil, how we are exposed to the wiles of the
devil, and how certain we are to be taken captive by
him at his will.

Now there is evidence, antounting to a demonstration,
that the agency working in modern spiritualism is that
described in Rev. 16 :14,—* spirits of devils, working
miracles.” Their teaching and their fruits, an infallible
test according to our Saviour’s instruction, plainly show
this.

And what safeguard have we against this nefarious
work ?—None whatever while we cling to that error
which the religious world has unfortunately so long.and
s0 closely cherished, that maun has a spirit which sur-
vives the death of the body, and which, in a disem-
bodied condition, but yet conscious and intelligent,
roams at will through space, and haunts the abodes of
the living. We must first of all cast this aside, and
take our stand firmly upon the inspired declaration
that * the dead know not anything ;” that they remain
in the grave unconscious till the resurrection ; and that,
till then, they have no part in anything that is done
under the sun.  We are then prepared to withstand any
deceiving denizen of the spirit world which tries to
approach us in the garb of our departed friends,

We can never be too thankful that in these latter
days the great question of man’s nature has been so
fully discussed, and the light of the Scriptures has
been so clearly presented, showing that man is a unit
in his organization, not a duality or a trinity ; that the
dead are unconscious ; that the incorrigibly impenitent
will finally cease to be ; and that Christ, the Saviour of
men, enjoys the high glory of being to a lost world the
only source of future bliss and immortality. U. 8.

.__..___..‘.___—...

The Seventh-day Sabbath not a Type of the
’ Christian’s Rest.

- Heb, 4:4,9.

Waen God made the promise to Abraham to\givé the
land to him and to his seed (Gen. 12:7), he foretold
him of the bondage of his seed, and also said that *‘in
the fourth generation they shall come hither again,”
and that they should possess the land of “the Kenites,
and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, and the Hittites
and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, and the Amorites,
and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and th{é
Jebusites.” Gen. 15 :7-21. ‘

After their full termof service in Egypt had expirdd,
God made choice of Moses to go before them, and lead
them out of the land of bondage. The Lord ‘edm-
manded Moses and the people with him thus: Gé up
“unto the Jand which I sware unto Abraham, to Isauc,
and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it.

‘And T will send an angel before thee ; and I will drive

ont the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite.” Bx. 83:1, 2.
But God was wroth with the people for having made
the golden calf, and refused to go with them ; and
Moses supplicated him, saying, “Show me now thy
way, that I may know thee.” And the Lord made an-
swer, “ My presence shali go with thee, and I will give
thee rest.” Verses 13, 14. When they came near to
the river Jordan, Reuben, (Gad, and the half tribe of
Manasseh desired their portion on the, east side, to
which Moses assented on conditioa that all the wmen of
arms should go over and help subdue the nations on the
other side, “ until the Lord have given rest unto your
brethren, as well as unto you, and wuntil they also pos-
sess the land which the Lord your God hath given
them beyond Jordan.” Deut. 3:20. After they had
passed over Jordan and come in possession of the land,
it"is written : “ And the Lord gave unto Israel all the

‘land which he sware to give unto their fathers ; and

they possessed it, and dwelt therein. And the Lord
gave themn rtest round about, according to all that le
Sware unto their fathers ; and there stood not a man of
all their enemies before them ; the Lord delivered all
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th;eir enemies into their hand” Josh. 21:43, 44,
Moses, however, was not perm’tted to cross Jordan,
and the people entered into this rest under the leader-
ship of Joshna.

: The apostle Paul said that *“ Moses verily was faith
ffx! in all Iiis house [house of Israel] us a servant, for a
téstimoqy of these things which were ta be spoken

_ after; buat Christ as a son over his own house [house-
hold of faith]; whose house are we, if we Lold fast
the confidence an 1 the rejoicing of the hiope tirm unto
the end.” Heb, 3:5, 6. In verses 7-11 he quotes Ps.
95 :7-11, as follows : © To-day if ye will liear liis voice,
Liarden not your hearts as in the provoca‘ion, in the day
of temptation in the wilderness, when your fathers
tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty yeurs.
Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and
said, They do alway err in their heact, and they have
fzot known my ways. So [ sware in my wrath, They
8hall not enter in‘o my rest.” When Moses dusirel to
know the way of the Lord, he promised him vest (Ex.
83:18, 14); but these, had not known his ways, ani
therefore could not enter into hisrest. Paul then exhorts
‘his brethren to take heed lest there be in any of them
“an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living
God ;" forif those who fell in the wilderness entered
not in because of unbelief, we should fear lest, a
promise being left us of entering into his rest, any shonld
seem to come short of it.  For unto us was the gospel
ipreachéd as well as unto thein ; but the word preached
did not profit thewm, not being mixed with faith in them
that heard it.  TFaith is the condition of eutering into
‘this rest. They could n»t enter in for want of it ; but
‘we who believe enter into the rest of Go | (Macknight's
‘translation), as the promnise was left u+v of entering
‘into his rest since the chillren of Tsrael inlierited the
"Jand of Canaan.. This rest is only to be enteredLinto by
‘the faithful, who hold fast the confistence, and the re-
'jnicing_of the hope, firm unto the end. *“He that is
entere? into his rest; he also hath ceased from his own
works, as God did from his” (Heb. 4:10); and God's

“works were finished from the foundation of the |

9

world ;7 therefore (although the promise of entering
therein extends to the future), his rest dates from that
period. This is proved by his speaking “in a certain
,place [Gen. 2:2] of the seventh day on this wise, Anl
God did rest the seventh day from all his works.”
"Heb. 4 :4. The promise that wus left us is spoken of
By David (Ps. 95) ; and if Joshua had given them the
rest contemplated in the promise made of God to the

fathers, he would not afterward have spoken of anotlier

day.

The conclusion is thercfore obvious, that ¢ there re-
maineth a rest to the people of God.” Heb,11:32-39;
Rom:4:13, 14 ; Heb. 4:9. This rest must bear the
same relation to the land of Canaan that the household
of faith does to the house of Israel (Heb.3:6), anl

* that Clinist does to Joshua; to wit, the antitype to the
type. All types aresim lar in their niture and objects ;
they a.e shadows. Heb. 10:1; Col. 2:17.

There i3 nothing in the origin or object of the Sab-
bath to muke it an appropriate type of our future rest.
Many have supposed that the scripture under consider-
ation proves il to be typical; but to infer from the
apostle’s argtument in the third and fourth ehapters of
Hebrews that God instituted a type, or shadow, of the
believer's rest in Puaradise, observed it himself, then
blessed and hallowed it, and made it a sign of the
sanctification of his peaple, is certainly stretehing an
assumption to its utmost limit. Gen. 2 :1-3 ; Ex. 20:
11;81:13, 17 ; Eze. 20 :12,20; Isa. 56 : 6, 7 ; 58 : 13,
14. The quotation in Heb. 4 : 4 praves that the seventh
day was-God’s rest-day, or Subbath, “from the founda-
tion of the world ;" and its observance was enforced
before the law was given on Mount Sinai (Ex. 18) ;
‘therefore it could not be the rest given by Joshu.

* This, according to Josl. 21 :43, 44; 22 :4, consisted

-in the peaceable possession of the land, after their

. enemies had been driven from it, or destroyed from off | -

- it, as the Lord had sworn unto their fathers. Gen. 15.

Of this we cannot enjoy the antitype until “ we, being
delivered out of the hand of our enemies, night serve
him withont fear” (Tuuke 1:74) ; which will not be
till we stand on the Mount Zion, singing “tlie song of
Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the lLamb.”
Then will the faithful p -aceably pussess the land prom-
ised to Abraham and his seed. Rom. 4 :13, 14, For
this rest we hopeand pray with ““earnest expectation ;”
“for we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being
burdened.” 2 Cor, 5:4. We *“which have the firsi-

‘| fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groin within

onrselves, waiting for the a'loption, to wit, the redemp-
tion of our body.” Rom. 8 :23. '

Praise be to Gol! the time is hastening on when
those who keep the commandments will enter through
the gates into the.city, and have right to the tree of
life, that grows in the milst of the Paradise of God.
And he shall wipe'away all tears from their eyes, and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor erying,
nor pain. .

“ Soon shall we be from the wicked released,
Soon shall the weary forever be blest,
Soon shall we lean up m-Jesus’ breast,—
Then there is rest, theve is rest,™ )
J. LW,

QO

S isatonany,

OUR FIELD IS THE WORLD,

OuR field is the world ; let us forth to the sowing,
O'er valley and mountain, o’er desert and p'ain,
Beside the still waters, through cool meadows flowing,
Q’er regions unblessed by the d:w and the rain ;
Let us scatter the seed, though in sorrow anil weeping,
Though fields should be verdureless, wintry, and bare ;
The Lord of the harvest hath still in his kecping
Eash seed as it falls, and will keep. it with care.

Our field is the world ; let us forth to the reap'ng,
The long day is waning, the eve draweth nigh,

Now omens of storm up the heavens ave creeplag,
T'he sigh of the tempest is heard in the sky ;

The work-hour is brief, but the rest is forever
Then stay not for weariness, languor, or pain,

But forth to the reaping, with earnest endcavor,
And gather with gladness the sheaves that remain,

Qur fiell is the world ; let us forth to the gleaning.
The store may be small that onr labors reward, -

Yet One from the height of his glory is leaning,
Attent to behold what we o for the Lord ;

Where, haply, some rcaper has pissed on with singing,
Q'erladen with sheaves for the garner above,

May yet be a handful that waits for our bringing,
"To crown with completeness the storas of his love,

Our field is the world ; whethe * sowing or reaping,
Or gleaning the handfuls that others have passed,
Or waiting the growth of the sead, that with weeping

On rocky and desolate plains we have cas',
Yet each for his toiling, and each for his mowrning,
Shall sometime rejoice when the hearvest is won,
And know in the flush of eternity’s morning,
That the toil, the reward, and the glory are one.
- -—Advocate and Guirdion,

-
-

Wyechitella.

A seriEs of Bible-readings was commenced in a
farming district near the abyve place Sept. 20, the
meetings being held at the farm houses, some ¢ ming
two or three'miles to attend.” One or two families
had become interested to investignte the subject of
the third angel’s message of Rev. 14:9-12, by a
friend having been there canvassing for Thoughts
on Daniel and the Revelation. One of them fur-
nished me board and residence free during my stay.
Some of the people truly emulated the example of
the noble Bereans, referred to in Aects 17:10, 11,
who ¢ searched the Scriptures daily, whether those
things were s0.” 'The writer was there twenty-seven
days, during which time thirty nine Bible-readings
were held. Irequently after holding their regular
prayer and social meetings till nine o’clock, they
would call for a reading thai would take an hour
longer. It was truly refreshing to minister to those
whao were so anxions to study the Seriptures, and we
shall remember it as an * oasis ".in our journey.
Ten signed a covenant to keep all of God’s com-
mandments (including the one that reads, *The

is clearly taught in the  Seriptures.

seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God),
and the faith of Jesus. Six were baptized. A
Sabbatli-school of. fifteen was organized, also a tract
and missionary society. Eleven copies of the Ecno,
ten of the Sabbath-school paper, and two of Good
fewlth were taken amnng the company, besides about
ten paunds’ worth of religious publications on present
truth.

While the above were anxious to study the Seript-
ures, another class were afraid to investigate and
let the light of the Seriptures shine upon their theo-
logical views, saying that thereligion of their fathers
was good enough for them’; thus victually denying
that God has any more light for the people of this
generation than their fathers of the sixteenth cen-
tury saw, and that ¢“the path of the just is as the shin-
ing light, that shineth more and more unto the per-
fect day.” Prov. 4:18. When the people go to
their teachers for light in regard to keeping God’s

commandments and the relation these bare to the

plan of salvation through Christ, they get answers
that would astonish Luther, John Wesley, or any
of the reformers, and if they were alive would cause

‘them to fight over again their battles against Anti-

romianism. I will give a few statements from one
of theni. One who has been exercised on thesn
points wrote to an accredited minister of one of the
largest denominations in the calony, one in whom he
had great confidence, and got the following : * You
have asked me two questions: 1. Do you believe
that the commandments are binding to-day? 2.
Has the Sabbath been changed, and i so, by whom ?
My reply will be twofold, first as regards the law,
and second as regarls the Sabbath, At the outset
I have to make this seemingly contradictory state-
inent, but which is perfectly true: The law is like
God himself, eternal, uncliangeable, unalterable
(neither Christ nor his apostles did away with it,
nor could they) ; it cannot be done away so long as
man is what he is and where he is, and yet the law
never was binding on a single individual.”

Thefirst part of this statement is_very sound and
Scriptural ; but we will let the Seriptures testify as
to the truth of the last, “that the law never was
binding on any individual.”  See Deut. 4 :12,13:
< And he declared unto you his covenant, which he
commanded you to perform, even ten command-
ments ; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone.”
Eecel. 12 :13, 14 : “Fear God and keep his com-
mandments, for this is the whole duty of man.”
Christ saysTMatb. 5 :17-19 : ¢ But whosoever shall
do and teach them, the same shall be called great in
the kingdom of heaven.” ** But if thou wilt enter
into life, keep the commandments.” Matt, 19 : 16,
17. A'so Rev. 22 :14: * Blessed are they that do
his cobnnandments, that they may have right to
the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates
into the city.” T would ask, in the light of these
words, emanating directly from the Father and Son,
if the statement is true, ** That they were never bind-
ing upon any individual ”?  Again he asks the ques-
tion, ** Yet after Christ has saved us and given us
life, are they not binding upon us as a rule of life ?
I unhesitatingly answer NO. The law was given
for no such purpose. To talk that way, as the
Seventh-day Adventists do, is to show that we know
not the meaning of law or grace.  We are not under
the law in any respect, either for. justification or
sanctification ; we are neither justified nor sanctified
through the law.” .

We agree with the gentleman that we are not
justified by the law, for by it is the knowledge of
sin.  Rom. 8:20. Justification is necded by sin-
ners, or law breakers. Law can never justify the
transgressor, but the werits of the blood and right-
eousness of Christ can justify the repentant believer,
but not until he determines to obey God and becomes
a servant of righteousness. But that sanctification
comes from obedience to the commandments of God
See 1 Pet.
1:22, 28; John 17:17, 19. ¢ Sanctify them
through thy truth ; thy word is truth.” The psalm-
ist says, “ God’s law is the truth.” Ps, 119 :142,
151. Thus we are sanctified through obedience to

-God’s precepts, -

There are many points in the letter referred to
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above that are as unscriptural as the ones named ;
but it was nob my intention to notice i more than
to show that, teachers and people on these subjects
ave far from taking the word of God as the man of
their counsel, awml Christ as their pattern, but
instead take many of the doctrines that have been
handed down from Paganisni, through tle teachings
of that chureh denominated in Rev. 17 as the
mother of harlots, considering them sound, becanse
our forefathers held some of these views, and were
greatly blessed of God, not considering that God
blesses those who are walking in the light as far as
they has seen it, ~ Truth is progressive, and every
generation liave found in the Scriptures mach that
was applicable to their time. The last generation
in which we live will certainly be no exception to the
rule, consequently it will be well for all to search the
Gmide Book for their rule of faith and practice.
M. C. Isramr.

-
-

Meolbourne.

Frow Castlemaine we came to Melbnurne, and
gpent ten days in getting settled in our new home,
and preparing for the swumer’s work,

Oct. 28, I went to Ballarat, where 1 remained
antil Nov, 1. This was my first visit to that church.
I tound the brethren of good courage in the Lord,
aitd was much pleased with the earnesthess they
manifested, at the beginning of the meetings, in
huanting up and putting away their sins, Thisis a
work which will always bring the blessing of Gd
upon his people.  Our meetings increased in interest
and spirituality to thie last. The Spirit of the
Master was with us, and all hearts were softened and
subdaed under its gentle influcnce.

It is blessed to sit, as did Maty, at Jesus’ feet,
and drink deeply of his Spivi.  This is the only
position the Christian can occupy with safety. If Le
leaves it but for a moment, he is sure to find himself
confronted by the eremy, 45 did Eve, when she left
Adaw’s side.  May God lelp the dear brethien and
sisters of Ballarat, that they may never wander from
the side of their Master, Time is too precious, and
we are too near its close, to make istakes, There
are greater blessings in store for all God's people
than we liave yet attained to. Let us seek them
wmore earnestly.

Nov. 1, I returned to Melbourne, and although it
has been unusually storiny, we succeeded in pitehing
the tent, and on the evening of the 7th, I began a
series of meetings in it. The attendance and inter-
est was quite good at first, and has been steadily
increasing since. Pray for us, brethren, that all the,
work may be approved by Heaven.

Melbourne, Nov. 10, 1887. Wine D. Curris.

———
Will It Pay ?

Wz wish to speak of our w'ssionary enterprises.
That these can be carried on without cost, no one
‘will affirm ; but the question to be decided is this:
Wil the results which fullow be sufficient, and of a
caaracter, to repay the investment made? Appli-
ances, such as periodicals, tracts, stationery, ete.,
are necessary to a succssstul proseeution of the work,
and these cost mioney. In localities where it is
practicable, meetings should be sustained. These
‘not only consume the time of those who attend them,
_but if they are interesting and profitable, somebody
must give special thought and attention to the mas-
ter. DBrain labor is required. Plans must be laid,
and means sought for carrying forward the work.
Persons must be educated tn this as in other matters.
All these things require time, labor, and pains-
taking. DBut what are the returns 7—Iirst, they
consist in the benefit derived by persons upon whom
labor is bestowed. The truths of God’s word are
powerful.  They will accomplish that whereunto they
are sent, and when presented in an acceptable man-
ner, honest liearts will yield obedience to their
claims. Hundreds who have enibraced the truth,
and entire churches that have been raised up wholly.
or partially througlh the labor of missionary workers,
testify to this fact. Here and there a person has
becomse interested, and has been the means of inter-

<

esting others, and so the labor first performed has
multiplied itself, and will continue to multiply until
the work is done. The missionary worker who sent
the first paper or tract has an interest in all this
labor and the fruit resulting from -it. In the day
of final reckoning, like the widow who gave her two
wités, and the faithful servants in the parable,
guch persons will be astonished above measure at
the greatness of their reward. ¢ Lord, when saw
we thee an hungered, and_fed thee? or thirsty, and
gave thee drink? When saw we flies a stranger,
and ook thee in? or nakeld, and clothed thee ?”

Then from our adorable Redeemer comes the gracious

answer, ¢ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of
the least of these my brethren, yo have done it unto
me.”
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdowm pre-
pared for you from the foundation of the world.”

Another consideration, and one that is frequently
overlooked, is the influence which an association
with the real missionary spirit has upan the young.
Like begets like. If the older memnbers of the church
or family possess the spirit of self-sacrifice and labor
for others, the younger members partake of the same ;
and thus young men and women who otherwisé would
yield to worldly inflnences and be lost to the cause,
are led to devote their whole lives: to the work of”
God.  The same principle is true wherever people
associate together.  Students, while preparing
themselves for future usefulness, may oftentimes
accomplish more by inspiring others with the mission-
ary spirit, and leading them to devote their lives to
Ghod, than during many years of wearing labor in
after life. They thus, as it were, multiply their owu
life-work. To do this may, at the moment, require
a sacrifice of time and personal interests; but in
what way could time and labor be better expended ?

Tvery person must decide what shall be the course
oF his life.  In many cases, there are times when
she scales seem evenly balanced between: a life of
nsefulness and one of worldly ambition and self-in-
terest. At these crises, how potent the influence of
1 teacher, a follow-student, or some kind friend,
aither for good or evil.  But for an interposition of
Providence, the influence of a sehoolmate would
have made Adoniram Judson a confirmed infidel.

"When afterward he entered Andover Seminary, it

was as a special student, on accunt .f having made
no profession of religion. - There his case was made
a spocial sabject vf prayer, and the world, although
perhaps not recognizing the means, has seen the
result. The religious experience of George Dana
Boardman, whose missionary zeal was fully equal to
Judson's, and whose success in India, during the
time he lived, exceeded his, dated back to his asso-
clation with a devoted roomwmate while at college,
The anticipated golden years of future usefulness
we may never see, and more bhan this, the spirit of
benevolence, of self-sacrifice for others, unless culti-
vated and strengthened by acts worthy of it, will die
out of the heart. The Wesleys, while attending the’
Uuiversity at Oxford, regularly devoted a certain
anunt of time to visitiug the sick and instructing
prisoners in the prisons.  They were als) aimong the
firgt to visit the wilds of America as missionaries to
the Indians; and although this enterprise was un-
suecessful, and accompanied with much suffering
and many hardships, it did not extinguish their
missionary spirit. The case of John Knox and
hundreds of others might be mentioned, whose his-
tory bears testimony on this point.
. But there is still another consideration. Nothing
in this world presents better opportunities fur the

cultivation of the moral and intellectual faculties

than the work of God in its several branches. It
disciplines, elevates, and expands the mind. It
lifts the soul neaver to God, and brings sweet peace
and contentment to sad and weary hearts. = By
beholding we become changed.”  The mind is taken
from worldly objects, selfish considerations, and
placed on those which pertain to the eternal. We
beconie agsociated with Christ and ‘the holy angels
in the work of man’s redemption, and thereby fitted
for their society in the world to come. Surely
nothing can pay better than investments in the
cause and-work of God. M. L. HuwrrEy.

To them are addressed the worls: “Come,

to keep the Sabbath have given up.

land to_which we could go.

- New Zealand.

Durixa the last month or two, the cause in Auck-
land has assumed a very encouraging aspect.” Our
revival meetings proved a greater blessing thaa we
at first anticipated. We have been brought closer
together in the bonds of Christian love and union ;
a deeper love for the message has been planted in
our hearts, and a greater anxicty to spread the truth
has talken hold of us. )
~ As we began to draw near to God, we began to
desire baptism and church organization. This led
£ a careful consideration of the object of the churcli,
and the duties of officers and members. I endeav-
ored to se’. the crosses and duties before all, that
they might seriously consider them, and decide
whether they were willing to unite with a people who
proposed to walk in the humble, self-sacrificing path
we ag a people have chosen. (

When we met for organization, Sabbath aftel;noon,
Oct. 15, sixty-seven presented themselves for mem-
bership. Four of this number, Bro. and Sister Hare,
Murs, Daniells, and the writer, were already members
of Seventh-day Adventist churches. These were
taken as a nucleus, and the rest, one by one, were
taken in by vote. The Lord came very near by his
Holy Spirit, and the day will long be remembered by
many present. We had looked forward to such an
occasion for some months. Sonie were desirous of
having the organization some time ago; butb it

seemed best to wait, and give every one an oppor-

tenity to learn more about us as a people and the
truths we teach, that they might calmly and delib-
erately take a step of such hmportance. Since the
tent-meetings closed, twelve persons who then began
Had there
been no additions. owr nwnber would have been re-
duaced from fifty-five to forty-three ; but by the bless-

ing of God twenty or more have, ddving the same

time, accepted the trath, s, that instead of but fifty-
five, the original number, we have sixty-five new
ones. Sincethe organizatiou, three niore have united,
making seventy on the roll at present.

While we are grateful to lave so wany, we would
not have it understood that we put wuch confidence
in nurnerical strength alone. It is our union with
Christ the living vine that will give us power and .
vitality as a church. Iver since the cluse of the:
tent-meetings, we have endeavored to impress every’
one with the idea that a few humble, devoted mem<
bers would du far more good than a large chureh of
lukewarm, half-hearted professors. This truth seems
to e felt by the most of those who liave united’ in
church felluwship here. /

We have had baptism on three different occasjons.
Forty-nine have been immersed, and others will go
forward in the ordinance soon.  We used the/ bap-
tistery in owr awn chureh.  We would vrefer 4 river
or lake, but there iz no place of the kind near Auck-
It was a pleasing sight
to see so many families united in taking tlis step.
Husbauds and wives, and parents and children would
walk down into the water together, to be buried with
their Liord and be raived to newness of life, This
truth uever scented dearer to us than on these.
oceasions, : /

We uniteid the best we could with our/Australian
brethren and sisters during the week of prayer, in
seeking the Liord for more of his Spirit to ald us in
the work in this colony. There is mudh to be dune,

1 and bus few to do it, though a numnberof young men

are feeling the burden of the work, and will doubtless
be of tise ere long. Our Bible-workers are meeting
with great encouragement, We expect they will do
a good work during the eoming tent season. The
weather is so backward that we shall not be able to
begin tent work as early as we had intended.

It is now about one year since we left our home in
America for this colony. As we look over the work,
we cannot but praise God for what he has done for
us.  Notwithstanding our unworthiness, he has
greatly blessed our efforts.  More than ever before
do we long for trueé consecration to this solemn work,
“And let us not be weary in well doing, tor in due
season we shall reap if we faint not.”

Auclland, Oct. 28, 1887, A. @G, DamieLs;
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Lealth andl Temperanse,

FroM only one word many guarrels begin,
And ¢ only tlus once " leads to many a sin.
“QOnly a penny’ wastes many a pound.
% Only once more,” and the diver was drowned,
“Only a drop” many drunkards has made,
“Only one Flay many gamblers have said.
“Only a cold” opens many a grave,
- “Only RESIST ” many evils will save,

- >
@

The Human Body: It's Object, and the Attention It
~ Should Receive.

THE BONES, OR THE HUMAN FRAME-WORK.
¢ Ix the few brief articles to appear on this subject,
no attempt will be made to enter into the details of
the science, Our aim shall be to present what we
¢onceive to be some of the most practical and im-
portant facts relating to the human body, and the
laws by which it should be governed. We wish to
state in a plain way, the structure and functions of
the various organs of the body, and the treatment
these organs should receive. We wish to direct
attention to important fachs which, if properly ob-
served, will promote health and happiness, and
which, if neglected, will surely result in disease and
misery.

" We will direct attention first of all to the bones,
which form the skeleton, or frame-work, of the
body. In the human body there are about two

hundred bones of various shapes and sizes, all of
which are so arranged and connected as to give form,
support protection, and motion. It is well known
that the bones are the firmest and most stable parts
of the body ; yet they have not the degree of life and
vital activity possessed by many other tissues of the
gystem.  Still, they have sufficient life to enable
them to perform their functions, and repair injuries
which they sustain. As one has said, “Mere
lifeless sticks would come far short of performmg the
functions of the bones.”

" Like other parts of the body, the bones are
dependent on the food we eat for life and develop-
ment, This being true, it is very important that
our food should contain all the nutritious elements
necessary to produce healthy bone-tissue. By a
careful analysis of the bones,- their composition is
determined with considerable accuracy ; and by this
we know just what food should be taken to “secure
the healthy development of the bones in early life,
:and their maintenance in adult life,” As this comes
_under the head of food and diet, we will reserve
further remarks on this point unt11 we reach that
'phase of the subject.
: Thg manner in which the bones are supplied with
food is very interesting. The solid part of the bone
is covered with a tough membrane, which supplies
blood-vassels to the bone. ILong bones are hollow,
‘and the canals are filled with what is commonly called
‘marrow, a sSubgtance comprised of bload vessels,
:nerve, fat, and other tissue. The food elements,
‘which are absorbed from the stomach and carried by
ithe blood to all parts of the body, are nicely
‘separated, and those elements designed to make
‘bone are-deposited in and around the bone, by the
blood vessels, thus repairing the waste constantly
taking place, and causing growth and development.

We have intimated that one object of the bones is
to serve as a support to the softer parts of the body ;
a frame-work on which to build membranes, muscles,
nerves,-and other tissues. Were it not for this
frame-work, the body would possess no more
desirable form than the oyster or jelly fish. This
fact alone should lead the reader to give the bones
just-the food they need to enable them to do this
part of the work.

Another object of the bones is to zud in producing
the motions necessary in the various duties of life.
This is ‘well stated in the following: ¢ The bones
are the passive agents in the production of motion.
The muscles, being excited to action by the nerves,
employ the bones as levers. In . walking, the bndy
is, by means of the muscles acting on the bones,
pried from place to place.” Without the bones, our
power to produce motion, and move from place

to place, would be as ciroumsoribed as-that of the
worms that crawl upon the earth. In proportion as we
value our ability to perform the various dutieg and
participate in the pleasures of life, involving the use
of the bones, in that proportion should we care for
and develop those useful parts of the body.

The bones are also designed to protect from ex-
ternal injury, many of the vital organs of the body.
The shape and construction of the skull combine to
form a.wonderful protection for the most delicate and
vital tissue of the body—the brain. The vertebrae
of the spinal column are so constructed as to form

a bony canal for the protection of the delicate spinal”

eord, which extends its entire length, The thorax,
or chest, is admirably adapted to tlie protection of
the heart, lungs, blood-vessels, stomach, liver, and
other organs located within it. Thus we see that
our wise Creator has so formed, arranged, and
united the bones of the body as to jealously guard

‘and protect the delicate vital organs so necessary

to perform the functions of life.

From the above considerations, and others which
might be mentioned, it is plainly evident that every
person should scrupulously observe two things.
First he should supply the body with food containing
those elements necessary to build up the bones ; and
secondly, he should carefully preserve the natural
shape of every part of the physical form.

It is much to be regretted that the masses of
humanity are so indifferent to these matters. In
choosing a dietary, the taste is consulted instead of
the real demands-of the body. Those articles which
are the most stimulating, which excite the nervous
system the-most, are taken, although they may be
valueless or even injurious. The wheat meal con-

taloing the nutritious gluten of the wheat must give-

way for the superfine white flour, which contains
little more than starch, and on which dogs have
starved to death in less than two months ; and the
healthful, nutritious grains, fruits, and vegetables
are largely displaced: by flesh, highly seasoned sauces,
rich pastry, and stimulating drinks. It is not to be
woundered at that indigestion, with its long train of
ills, is the complaint of nearly every one you meet.
Let us cease to violate the laws of.our bodies, let
us supply them with wholesome, unexciting foods,
and many of our ills and troubles will disappear.
In another article we shall endeavor to state more
definitely the nutrltlve value of various articles of
diet.

Next to supplying the body with nutritious food
is the importance of maintaining its proper form. The
vertebree of the spinal column are so constructed
and united in order to allow the back- to move in
the necessary directions, that care must be exercised
lest spinal curvatures and deformities be produced.
An earnest writer on this point says : * Almost a
volume might be written on the evil results of im-
proper posxtlons assumed in lying, sitting, standmg,
and walking.” These evils begin with children in
the school-rooms.  Well do we remember the long,
irksome days we were compelled, when a child, to

sit on a bench in the school-room with the feet]-

dangling several inches from the floor. This weight
allowed the various muscles to draw the shoulders
forward, thus causing a slight curvature of the
spine, or round shoulders. We should rejoice that
the leading educators are now paying some attention
to the human body, and these evils are being

remedied. Another cause of spinal deformity is the,

prevailing eustom of bolstering the head up with a
number of pillows upon retiring for the night. This
is an evil which could and should be remedied by
all.  The head should be elevated but very little, if
any, during sleep. When lying upon the back, only
a very thin pillow should be used. When lying
upon_the side, the head should be elevated just
enough to keep it parallel with the central line of
the body A number of other reasons could be
given to show the importance of this, but a word to

the wise is sufficient,

The deformity of the feet, caused by fashionable
foot coverings, should not be paqsed by. On this
point, a physxclan of much experience speaks in the
following vigorous style : “'Nothing could be more
absurd than the modern mode of dressing the feet.

If some of the shoes and boots which we-have seen
worn, and which seem to be highly prized by the
wearers as being in the height of fashion, had been

-constructed by the inquisition, and the same persons

compelled to wear them in punishment for some
real or alleged crime, they would have been regarded
as diabolical instruments of torture ; and so they
are.” ¢ The narrow soles, and high, narrow heels, set
forward near the middle of the foot, ave qualities
most worthy of-being heartily despised; and the
man or woman who invented the foot covering
possessing these properties, so finely adapted to
torture the feminine foot, is respomsible for an
amount of discomfort and misery, individual and
domestic unhappiness, and possibly of sactual vice,
which certainly entitles him to the dishonor of being
heartily despised and abundantly reproached by the
whole human kind.” It could be hoped that good
sense would get control of senseless fashion, and
lead us to provide boots of ample size and proper

‘construction to assist the feet in bearing their heavy

burdens.

Bat the most injurious custom of distorting the
human bodv, is. tight lacing. We have seen that
the thorax incases and protects the lungs, heart,
stomach, liver, and other important organs. A few
minutes’ reflection must convince any candid person’
that great injury is done these organs by compressing
the sides by ¢ vices of bone or steel,” as is done in
modern fashionable dressing. Let it be remem-
bered that inclosed by the ribs. are about two
thousand square feet of delicate lung tissue, the
heart with its large blood-vessels, and_the stomach

and liver so necessary to life and health ; then let

it be remembered that tightlacing preventsexpansion
of the chest so as to allow the lungs to fill with
life-giving oxygen to purify the blood ; that it
presses the heart, stomach, and liver agamst each
other, thus greatly crippling them in their work ; let
these facts, and others which exist, be lemembered
and appreciated, and astonishment will be felt that
the evil continues as it does.

We write with the hope that some, at least, who
peruse these plain statements- will be led to treat
their bodies with more consideration than they have
been accustomed. to do. May the following from:
Aristotle be the reader's rule: “He who knows
what is good and chooses it ; who knows what is
bad and avoids it, he is both learned and temperate.”

) A. G. DaNizLLs.
_—————————————
The Ligquor Traffic in London.

Som= people call the liquor business an industry
which it is-shameful to destroy. Well, a great
distillery in Scotland turns over £1,500,000 a year
and only employs 150 men. If th ab amount was
expended on the iron works in Sheffield, it would
employ 1,500. men, and at the cotton works in
Manchester such a sum would necessitate 11,000
hands. Any one who calls it an industry lies—
under the greatest mistake he ever made in his life,

England is blighted under the liquor curse; a

nation rendered wealthy by the degradation of its

people.  The liquor excise yields £39,000,000
yearly ; but England’s hereditary pauper olass coste
£10,000,000 a year, another £10,000,000 is dis-
tributed by private charities, and the police force
costs £5,000,000, making the pauper fund more than
the cost of the army and navy put.together, and
all drained out on aceount of the liquor traffic.—
Canon Wilberforce.

————
_ Ancient Sanitary Laws.

TuAT sanitary regulations are not wholly the in-
vention of the present generation,is evidenced by
the historical fact, which perhaps is not generally
known to most people, that more than two centuries
ago the father of Shakespeare was fined by the
authorities of Stratford-on-Avon for depositing gar-
bage in the street in front of his cottage.—Sel.

- e
A surm way to lose your own health is fo keep
drinking the health of other people
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OULR PATHER'S CARE,

THE golden lights of the summer
Lie on the laughing land ;

The voice of song id borne along
By the breeze on every hand,

The flowers spread out their beauty
Above the vivid green,

And the water’s rush and the forest’s hush
Make tender the glowing scene.

But the cooling kiss of the summer air,

And the joy and beauty everywhere,

Are proofs of almighty, loving care ;
For our heavenly Iather knoweth
We have need of all these things,

There are sounds of a gathering tempest,
And the clouds are black as night ;

O’er the earth is spread a shade of dread,
And all things sigh for light ;

The leaves of the green woods quiver,
And a silence falls around,

Till over the hills with a haste that thrills,
The thunder peals resound ;

And . angrily falls the pelting rain,

And sullenly roars the mighty main, :

And the heart grows sad with a fear of pain ;
But our heavenly I"ather knoweth .
We have need of all these things.

The daylight calls to labor, .
And the work we have to do
Claims all our powers for flying hours,
And we must each task pursue,
Although we are often weary,
And the aching hands hang down,
There is much to be done ere the rest be won,
And we wear the victor's crown.
But the toil that comes to us day-by day,
And even the troubles that throng our way,
Do more proofs of the love of God display ;
For our heavenly Father knoweth
We have need of all thesc things.

We joy in the radiant season,
The time that we love the best,
‘When the sea’s calm flow and the sunset glow
Are bringing the needed rest.
0, sweet is the summer golden,
And glad is the early morn ;
And soft. is the light that falls at night
Upon the whispering corn.
For all the world sings happy lays,
And our hearts arc s‘oirreéJ to songs of praise,
And God comes near in the holy days;
For onr heavenly Father knoweth
We have need of all these things.

Yes, need of the light and shadow,
Need of the loss and gain,
Nced of the rest and the labor,
Need of the ease and pain;
Tor some great useful lesson
1s taught by all that falls
On our spirits here, till the rest be neay;
And the voice of the angel calls.
Praise unto God ! His love shall guide
To the sheltered place by the Saviour's side,
And all is good whate’er betide ;
For our heavenly Father knoweth
We have need of all these things. .
—Sel.

-
-

A Quiet Mind.

Most of us have found how much easier it is to
bear up bravely under a great misfortune than to
act with paticnce, good temper, and courage when
little things go wrong. How many times a day are
we tried and harassed in the family ! One person
is apt to be irritated at trifles, and to speak petu-
lantly and hastily when provolked. Nothing spreads
more quickly than such an infirmity. It is as subtle
as malaria, and as hard to overcome. If father or
mother have the habit of speaking ina harsh, rasp-
ing voice, or of magnifying little faults into great
crimes, the children will soon learn the trick of
scowling brows and cross words. We never hear a
little girl scolding her doll, in uplifted toues, nor see
her striking and shaking it, without a suspicion that
in that way she sees the home government adminis-
tered. And when we observe gentleness, sweetness,
and unselfishness predominating in the conduet of
children, the inference is natural that they live in
a sunny atmospherg, and have beautiful examples set
betore them daily. '

How often we mothers have gonefrom our rooms,

where we have had a tender season of communion
with God, have read precious promises in his Book,
and been strengthened against need, and then, secure
as we thought against temptation, have had all the
peace banished by some untoward occurrence! To
enter the parlor, and find that Jennie is playing with
the china which is your pride, or that Tommy has
made a horse of your frail Japanese chair ; to have
a favorite book, which you loaned in the goodness
of your heart, come home stained and torn ; to go
to the kitchen and be confronted by the stupidity or
obstinacy of an ignorant servant,—these are com-
mon experiences, and how often your self-control
flies before them ! It is as humiliating as it is com-
mon to find that when we are on the level of our
highest moods, we are apt to be swept down to our
lowest.

How can we exercise ourselves so as to have a
quiet mind ?  In two or three ways.

‘We cannot invariably control our thoughts and
impulses, but our words and our tones ale in our
own power.
when we are exasperated, till we feel calm, and never
to elevate our tones when annoyed. A low, clear
voice is a great charm in a woman ; and when it is
a mother’s, it has an almost magical influence in the
maintaining of harmony in the household.

It we would have a quiet mind, we must give fair
play to this house in which our mind dwells. Often
the temper is uncertain, and fortitude breaks down,
because the body is worn out by illness or sleepless-
ness, Let us resolve to secure needed repose, and
some small space of solitude every day. There
should be one room-to which, morning or afternoon,
we may retire, and be safe from intrusion while we
read, nieditate, or pray. .

Let us make daily and practical use of our Bibles.
They are full of help, of instruction, and of comfort.
We can open them nowhere without finding some

thought of God, outshining like a star, and dispen-

sing its brilliant light for our cheer and guidance.
The way of perfect trust is the only peaceful way in
this world, and they have most of its joys who dwell
nearest the heavenly Father.—Christian at Work.

-
.

Picnie Dinners.

Tue picnic lunch-basket should contain ample
provision for fresh-air-sharpened appetites, but the
food soould be as simple in character as possible, and
of not too great variety.
some form, with milk, eream, or some vegetable soup,
which can, with the aid of -a-small alcohol or kero-
sene stove, be readily heated, and plenty of fruit of
seasonable variety, will constitute a very good bill of
fare. If cake is desirable, lat it be of very simple
kind, like the buns for which we give directions be-
low. Lunch biscuits and rolls are serviceable for
picnic dinners.  Fruit sandwiches prepared by
spreading slices of light whole-wheat bread with a

| Little whipped cream and then with a fresh fruit jam,

sweetened only sufficiently to be palatable, are most
relishable.. These, however, should be prepared on
the ground, just before serving.

Prary Buns.—Dissolve half a small cake of com-
pressed yeast in a cupful of thin eream whish has
been previously warmed to blood heat, add two cup-
fuls of warm flour, and beat thoroughly together.
Put in 2 warm place, and let it rise till very light.

- Add three table-spoonfuls of sugar mixed well with

a half cup of warm flour, one-half cup of zante cur-
rants, and sufficient flour to make of the consistency
of dough. Buns should be kneaded just as soft as
possible, and from fifteen to twenty minutes. - Shape
into rolls a little larger than a walnut, place them
on tins far enough apart so they will ot touch each
other when risen. Put in a warm place till they
have risen to twice their first size, then bake in a
moderately quick oven., = If desired, the currants
may be omitted, and a little gratedlemon rind added
tor flavoring at the same time with the sugar, or a
bit of citron may be placed in the top of each bun
when shaping it. When taken from the oven,
sprinkle the top of each with moist sugar, if desired.
—FE, E. K., in Good Health. -

We may resolve to preserve silence|-

Gtood whole-wheat bread in |

My Prayer.

Maxy years ago, before there were any grey hairs
in this head of mine, I made up a simple prayer,
which you may like to copy and touse. Here itis :—

“Do thou bless me, and make me a blessing,
Do thou make me a daughter of consolation ; and
do thou so order my life that thou, in all things,
mayst be glorified. For Jesus’ sake. = Amen.”

I have used that prayer constantly, and have
taught it to many. It has been printed on a small
card and inclosed in letters. And I only hope cthers
have found comfort in it, as I have.

You remember God’s beautiful promise to Abra-
ham ; “I will bless thee, and thou shalt be a bless-
ing” ?  And as the very same God is ours, we may
ask for the very same thing.

To have the good blessing of our Father on us is
to be truly happy. He will prosper all that we do,
and we shall see how he gnides every change for the
best. ‘

And then how bright to de a blessing! To be
made useful, and earnest, and true. He will do all
this for us, if we ask him for Jesus’ sake.

T always like the name given to the apostle Barna-
bas,—* A son of consolation.” It sounds asif he
went about making peoples’ troubles lighter with
kindly Christian words and deeds.- So, ax T am not
a son, but a daughter, I long to share in that sweet
name, and to be “ a daughter of econsolation.”

There are so many ways of cheering. If we
pray .to be taught, we shall soon find them out.

It is grand to live for the glory of God. Thus
we seem only a-little lower than the angels. And
it gives a great rvest to feel sure that all that seems
strange and trying in the life of those who pray, is
working for God’s glory.—Sel.

<
o

A Cure for Gossip.

Waar is the cure for gossip ?—Culture. There
is a great deal of gossip that has no malignity in it.
Good-natured people talk about their neighbors bé-
cause, and only because, they have nothing else to
talk about. -- As T write, there come to me pictures
of different persons. I have seen them at home 3/
have met them at the library ; passing to and from
the bookstore with a fresh volume in their hands.
They are full of whal they have seen and read.
They are brimming with questions; and one topic
of conversation is dropped only to give place to an-
other in which they are intevested.

After a delightful hour with such people/ one
feels stimulated and refreshed; and during the
whole time, not a neighbor’s garment was soifed by
so much as a touch. They had something to talk
about. ~They knew something, and were anxious to
know more, They had no temptation to gossip, be-
cause the doings of their neighbors formed a subject
very much less interesting than those which grew
out of their knowledge and their culture,—Sel.

——e et e
Wanted—an Easy Place.

Hexry Warp BEECHER some time since re-
ceived a letter from a young man who recommended
himself very highly as being honest, and closed with
the request, * Get me an easy situation, that honesty
may be rewarded.” To which Mr. Beecher replied :
“Don’t be an editor, if you would be ¢easy” Do
not try the law. Avoid school-keeping. Keep out
of the pulpit. TLet alone all ships, stores, shops,
and merchandise. Abhor politics. Keep away from
lawyers. Don’t practice medicine. Be not a farmer
nor a mechanic; neither a soldier nor a sailor.
Don’t study. Don’t think. Don’t work. None of
them are easy. O my honest friend, you are in a
very hard world! T know of but one real ¢easy’
place in it. That is, the grave.”—Sel. :

-
Q-

A LITTLE bit of patience often makes the sunshine come,
And a little bit of love makes a very happy home ;

A little bit of hope makes a rainy day look gay,

And a little bit of charity makes glad a weary way.
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Vor. 2, No. 12.

Bibte Student,

Redeemed from the Curse of the Law.

1. From what has Christ redeemed s?

¢ Cheist. hath rédeemed us from the curse of the law.”
Gal. 3 :13. . )

2..What is the keeping of the commandments ?
~ ¢ [or this is the love of God, that we kecp his command-
ments ; and his commandments are not grievous.” .1 John
5:3. '

3. If keeping the commandments is love, can it
also be the curse of which Paul speaks ?——Certainly
not ; a thing cannot at the same time be love and a
curse.

4. Upon whom does the curse of the law fall ?

“For as many as are of the works of the law are under
the curse ; for it is written, Cursed is every one that con-
tinueth not in 611 things which are written in the book of
the Jaw to do them.” Gal. 3:10, Sce Jer. 11 :3, 4.

5. What is the curse for disobedience ¢

“For the wages of sin is death ; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Rom. 6:23,

6. How many people have been perfectly obedient ? |

“ What then? are we better than they? No,in no wise;
for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that
they are all under sin; as it is written, There i3 none
righteous, o, not one,” “For all have siuned, and come
short of the glory of.God.” Rom. 3:9, 10, 23..

7. Then umpon how many does the curse of the
law cowne ?

“Now we know that what things soever the law saith,
it saith to them who arc under the law ; that every month
may be stopped. and all the world may become guilty
before God.” Bem. 3:19.

8. How many, consequently, stand in need of
redemption 7—All the world.

- 9. How has Christ redeemed us from the curse of
the law ?

“ Christ hath redecmed us from the curse of the law,
being made a carse for us; foribis written, Cursed is every
one that hangeth on'a tree,” Gal. 3:13.

10. How was he made a curse for ns? 7b.

11. What does this prove the curse of the law

to be ?~—Death.

12. Having suffered the curse of the law, death,
what does he give to those who believe in him ?

“Jor God so loved the world, that he gave his ouly
begotten Son, that whosocver believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life,”  John 3 :16.

13. For what is the blessing of life promised ?

“ And the law is not of faith ; but, The man that doeth
them shall live in them.” Gal. 8:12. “And hesaid unto
him. Why callest thou mec good! there is nonc good but
oie, that ig, God ; but it thon wilt enter intolife, keep the
cemmandments,”  Matt, 19:17.

‘14, And what is inseparably connected with faith ?

A\ Do we then make void the law through faith? God
forbjd ; yea, we establish the law.” Rom. 3:31. Here
is th's patience of the saints; hers are they that keep the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” Rev.
14 :12.

151 How only is it possible to keep the command-
ments, and thus gain the blessing of life ?

“ Abide in me. and [ in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no wmore
can ye, exeept ye abide in me. T am the vine, ye are the
branches, He that abideth in me, and 1 in him, the same
bringeth forth mach frai6; for without me ye ean do
nothing.” - John 15 :4, 5.
possible to please him ; for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that

* diligently seck him.” Hehb. 11:6,
S S —
. The Resuwrrection.

Tuis glorions doctrine is one of the c¢hief corner-
stones of the. Christian’s hope. Dr. Clarke, the
well-known commentator, says the subject of the
resurrection of the dead was dwelt on much more by
the apostles and carly Christians than in modern
times. The reason is obvious. The hope of the
apostolic church lay in the reswrrection of the dead,
ot its equivalent, the change to immortality when
the Lifegiver should appear, But the sentiment
that men go directly to hoaven when they die, has
dimmed this glorious subject of the resurrection.
“When Jesus would comfort the weeping Martha, he
said, ¢ Thy brother shall rise again”.(John 11:23),
not, Thy brother has gone to heaven! And when
he would correctly impress the mind of one who had

invited him to a feast, he said, ¢ When thou makest

a feast, call the poor, the maimed. the lame, the
blind : and thou shalt be blessed 5 for they cannot

“ But without faith it is im-

recompense thee, for thou shalt be recompensed at
the resurrection of the just” (Luke 14 :13, 14), not,
Thou shalt be recompensed when thou diest! Ra-
~chel, personating the church, weeping for her chil-
dren slain by the bloody Herod, is thas comforted
by the prophet Jeremiah : « Refrain thy voice from
weeping, and thine eyes fiom teafs; for thy work
shall be rewarded, saith the Lord ; and they shall
come again from the land of the enemy.” Jer. 31 :
16. It does not say that these infant martyrs are
now in the presence of God as little cherubs ; but
the cheering prospect held out is, that ¢ they shall
come again from the land of the enemy.” Most of
the Scripture writers have spoken in glowing terms
of the vesurrection. The patriarchs, the prophets.
the sweet singer of Israel, Christ, himself, who is
“ the resurrection and the life,” all the aposties and
writers of the New Testament, have dwelt in eestatic
language on the resurrection of the dead. Verily
it is a bad omen for the church that the resurrection
is so little spoken of in these days of grace.—
Glospel Srekle. :
e - —
The Transfiguration ;
OR, THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN MINIATURE.

EacH event in the mission and ministry of Churist
has a marked significance. The transfiguration, and
the wards of our Lord yelative to that mountain
scene, were designed to- teach a lesson of vast im-
portance to the church. And for want of a clear
understanding of the subject, many conclude that
the second advent of Christ oceurred in the days of
the apostles.

The miniature exhibition of the kingdom of God
at the transfiguration is designed to show the nature
of the kingdom of glory, and that the immortal
kingdom is to be set up at the perivd of the second
advent of Christ. Our Lord connects his second
coming in glory with the transfiguration in these
words : “ For the Son of man shall come in the
glory of his Father with his angels ; and then he
shall reward every man according -to his works.
Verily T say unto you, There be some standing here
which shall not taste of death till they see the Son
of man coming in his kingdom.”  Matt. 16 : 27, 28.
Or, as it reads in Luke, © Till they see the kingdom
of God.” Chap. 9:27. This promise was soon
fulfilled on the mount.

« And alter six days, Jesus taketh Peter, James,
and John his brother, and bringeth them up into a
high mountain, apart, and was transtigured before.
them ; and his face did shine as the sun, and his
raiment was white as the light. And behold, there
appeared unto them Moses and Lilias, talking with
him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus,
Lord, it is good for us to be here ; if thou wilt, let
us muake here three tabernacles; one for thee, and
one for Moses, and one for Flias. While he yet
spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them ;
and behold a voice outof the cloud, which said, This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ;
hear ye him.” Matt. 17 : 1-5. Notice the follow-
ing points :— . i -

1. Jesus Christ appeared in his own personal
glory. His countenance shone like the sun, and
his raiment was white as the light.

2. The glory of the Father was there. It was a
“bright cloud” of the divine glory out of which
came the Father’s voice.

3. Moses and LElias appeared ; the one, the repre-
sentative of those saints who shall be raised at
Christ’s coming and elothed with glory ; the other)
Elias, the representative of those who will be alive
and be changed at the appearing of Christ.

‘matter.

-cions warmng,

4, The use the apostles made of the scene. Peter
was one of the witnesses ; and his testimony shows
that the design of the transfiguration was ‘to illus- |
trate Christ’s second, personal, glorious coming and |
the future kingdom of glory, and that this kingdon:
will be set up at the period of the second advent,
and the resarrection and change of the just to im-.
mortal lite. He says : “ For we have not followed |
cnnningly devised fables, when we made known unto
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,

but were eye-witnesses of his majesty. Ifor he re-'

ceived from God the Father honor and glory, when
there came such a voice to him from ‘the excellent
glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom T am well
pleased. And this woice which came from heaven
we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.”
2 Pet. 1 :16-18.—James White.
- -
Nature of an Unquenchable Fire.

Tur action of fire is nat to preserve, bat to destroy,
Tt'lives upon that which is cast into it, upon which
it preys. It dissolves substances into their original
elements, and changes them mainly into gaseous
The great and terrible conflagration of the
last day will differ from every other n this grand
fact, that in consequence of such chemical changes
as the Creator will make, even the water shall burn
as piteh and the dust as brimstone. That fire will
devour every element, and then cease to burn for
lack of fuel. Tt iz not the property of fire to annihi-
late matter, but to dissolve it, and change its form
of existence. The fire of the great ilay will do this
to the whole substance of our globe.

Bugt if it be an unqueunechable fire, must it not
burn to all eternity 7 One thing "is very certain in
that case, if the fire never ceases to burn tlhere must
be an eternal creation going on ; for the fire is con-
tinually devouring, and however vast the pile of fuel,
unless it be abzolutely unlimnited and infinite, it must
at last all be devoured. Indeed, this is precisely the
work of an unquenchable fire. It is to burn till it
has utterly consumed all the fuel.  Take the following
as an illastration : God told the people of Jerusalem,
when that city was threatened by Nebuchadnezzar,
that if they would keep the Sabbath, their city should
stand forever ; but if they would not, in this, hearken
to his voice, he testified thus : “ Then will T kindle
a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the
palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.”
Jer. 17 1 27. ’

The people of Jerusalem would not heed this gra-
Thev put the Lord to the test to
show whether he was in earnest. The last chiapter
of Jereyniah gives us the fulfillment of this waruing.
For we are told that Nebuzaradan, the servant of
Nebuchadnezzar, came to Jerusalem, * and burned
the house of the Lord, and the king’s house ; and
all the houses of Jernzalem, and all the houses of
the great men, barned he with fire.” Jer. 52 ;13.

Thus we see that this unquenchable fire did usterly
levour everything that could burn. But that fire is
not in proeess of action now. It did its work; it
could not be arrested ; but when that work was done,
the five ceased. Such 15 the nature and. the work
of an unquenchable fire.—J. N. Andrews.

—
- Did the Law Exist Before It was Given at Sinai ?

It is becoming quite common among the pro-
fessedly religious teachers of the present time who
argue against the Sabbath of the Lord, to take the
position that the law'of ten commandments did not
ex'st priar to the time it was given on Mount
Sinai.  This position, when viewed in the light of
both reason and revelation, i3 found to be not ten-
able, Il it was true that we were without law for
twenty-five hundred years, then it follows that sin
was unknown ; for Paul says, ** Where no law is,
there is no transgression.” But was it a sin for Five
to partake of the forbidden fruit, or for Cain to slay
his brother?—7Yes.  Then there must necessarily
have been a law in existence.

Again, in Rom. 5 : 13, Paul says that “sin is not
impoted when there is no law.” Did God impute
sin to the antediluvians 7—Yes : it was because of
their sins that they weve destroyed from off the
earth, as all are aware. Every imagination and
thought of the heart had become corrupt. Gen. 6 :
5. By what standard did God evidently measure
sin >—By the law ; for “sin is not imputed when
there is no law,” Ifrom this no candid person can
take exception.

But we have more postive proof, if possible, than
this, in the case of Abrahan. God, in renewing to
Tsaac the covenant that was made to Abrahani, gave
as his reason : ¢ Because that Abraham obeyed my
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voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, ny
statutes, and my lows.”  Gen. 26 : 5. This estab-
lishes, beyond a doubt, the fact that there was a law
in Abraham’s time ; forhe obeyed it. ¢« But,” says
one, “how do you prove that it was the law of ten
cormmandments ?"—Why from these facts : 1. Mur-
der (Gen 4:8-12), adultery (Gen. 39:9), and
every other sin was prohibited ; 2, We have a plain
and postive command for the Sabbath (Gen. 2:2,
3); 3. The ten commandments cover cvery sin ;
4. God has never had any other law ; for he says of
himself, “I am God, I change not;’ and 5.
John, the beloved disciple, exliorts his brethren to
walk in the commandinent which they had heard
fram the beginning. 2 John 6. The only hegin.
ning of which we have any account, is when ¢ God
created the heavens and the earth.” Gen. 1:1.
Thus John recognizes the fact that the same law
which was binding in his day had existed fromn
creation,

Vain, indeed, are the efforts of man to aholish
the law of Jehovah, Ile hath founded it forever.
Ps. 111:8, 9 119:152. As is expressed by Mr.
Klliot in his work entitled ** The Abiding Sabbatl,”
“ Liong shonld pause the erring hand of maun before
it dare chip away with the chisel of human reason-
ing one single word graven on the enduring tables
by the hand of the infinite God.”—Geo. Thompson.

Pows  Summavy,

Seenlar,
News has been received of an uprising in Zululand,
South Africa,

There are 6,000,000 women in Brazil, only 500,000 of
whom can read and write,

The population of the earth is increasing at the rate
of about 10,000,000 a year,

The cotton crop of the southern section of the
United States is larger than usual this year,

M. de Lesseps is conflident that the Panama Canal
will be partially open early in the year 1890,

Madate WJenny Lind Goldschnidt, the celebrated
operatic prima donna, died recently at the age of 60
years. )

It is said that the soldiers of Demmark are to be
armed with rifles capuble of deliveriug six shots per
second.

A verdict of wil{ul murder has heen returned against
the police who were called onin the recentriot at Mitchels-
town, Ireland.

Phiylloxera  has appeared in the vineyards of New
South Wales, and the Government is taking measures
to eradicate it.

Tt is said that locomotives now runin Jernsalem, and
the steam whistle is heard in the streets once trod by
King David.

The police of London have on several recent occa-
sions been called out to check the demonstrations of
the unemployed of that city,

The Spanish Government has decided that the
Philippine Islands shall officially participate in the
Melbourne Exhibition of 1888,

The Emperor of Brazil has jnst recognized the inde-
pendence of Counani, a small republic lying between
the Amazon and French Guiana,

The Italian Premier has expresscd a determination
to be avenged on the Abyssinians for thewr rccent
attack on the Italian scttloiment at Massowal.

Trade and business intercsts generally have not been
s0 good in the United States for several years us at
present, and manufacturers have all that they can do,

The 20,000 teachers of France have recently hell a
conference to diseuss professional subjects. Some of
their suggestions are said to be practical and invalnable,

The German military authovities are trying n serics
of experiments to test the practicability of harling
wasses of dynawite fram bulloons ento fortifications
below,

Four guns are in process of construction for ihe
New York Pnenmatic Dynamite Gun Company, of a
kind which it is believed will revalutionize modern
naval warfare. They ave 40 feet in length, made of
bronze, and are capable of carrying a dynawite shell
weighing a ton one mile, 0 500-1h, shell threc iles, and
100-1b. shell six miles,

Plots for the assassination of the Czar are no novelty,
and no one will be surprised to learn that a new one
has been nncarthed by the Governmeut agents at St.
Petersburg,

A proposition has been made in favor of aunexing
the Tiji Tstands to the colony of Vietorta. This would
add to the territory of Victoria a tropical province 7000
miles in extent,

The Dritish Islands woere visited by an exceptionally
severe gale an the first of November, There was some
loss of life, and much danage was done to shipping
and to property inland.

The discovery of a plot to assassinate Prince Ferdi
nand, the new roler of Bulgaria, tagether with two
wetbers of the Regency and the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, has been reported.

Mr. Chamberlain, the represcntative of Engiand on
the Anglo-American Comwission that will attempt to
adjust the fisheries dispute between the United States
and Canada, has reached New York.

The Compte de Paris, who represents both the Bour-
bon and Orleanist houses, has issned a Manifesto to the
people of Trance, setting forth the advantages of a
monarchy, and his claines to the throne.

A syndicate of British capitalists has been formed,
with a capital of £250,000, with a view to developing
the rerources of British New Gtuinea. They propose to
secure and work 500,000 acres of land.

New Zealand has just passed through a political erisis ;
the colony is also suffering frow a financial depression.
The new Preumtier, Major Atkinson, proposes to save
£300,000 in the annual Governiment expenditure.

In a recent specch to officers of the French army,
General Bonlanger said : * Gentleinen, it wonld be fally
to bulicve, it would be a crime ta say, that the time has
come when Exrope can aflord to think of disarmament

The Government bonus of £5,000 for thefirst 10,000
vardg of tweed of colantal manufacture, made froni
Vietorian-grown wool, has been awarded to Messrs. K.
and W. (aunt of the Alfrod Woollen Mills, Williants-
towi.

The aged Rmperor William of Germany is said to
be quite fechle. The Crown DPrince also, who is
spending the winter in Italy for his health, has become
s el worse that bis condition is cousidered seriously
alarniing.,

A recent strike in Belginm wasnot aga'nstlow wages
or long hours, but for universal suffrage, the separation
of Clitwoh and State, equality of military service, and
labor legislation.  Very worthy objects, but how could
a strike aflfect them ?

A very successfal experinent was tried near London
recontly, showing the valne of electricity as a motor
for tram-cars. The Agents-Gencral of some of the
Australasian colouies and several gentlemen from
Anwcrica were preseut.

In every Russian hotel or boarding-house where
foveigners are received, it is said that sonte person is re-
quire:l, under penalty of a heavy fine, to act as spy over
the guests, and to report to Government officials the
results of such surveillance,

Sir Liyon Playfair has presented to the (Govermment
a mamorial from the British Peace Association in favor
of a system of international arbitration, inaking Great
Brituin and the United States the world's peace mukers.
A very beautiful drecam, but one never to be realized.

Tt is announced that the dispute between Great
Britain and France respecting the New Helrides has
finally been scttled. The convention, which has been
signed by both nations, makes no mention of the
réeidiviste question ; hut assurance has been given that
no more criminals will be sent to these islands,

e
Religious.

The United States has 700 religious and denomina-
tional papers.

A general conference of Protestant missionary socie-
tios is tn be held in T.ondon in 1888,

Mr. Spurgeon, the well-known London preacher, has
withdrawn from the Baptist connnunion,

Daring the past cighty yecars, over forty languagos
liave been reduced to writing by missjonaries,

The esthmated cost of the new eathedral to be erected
in New York City is from £1,200,000 to £2,000,000,

The Turkish Glovernment has promised to contribute
yearly to the support of a hospital for lepers, recently
opened in Jerasalei under the auspices of evangelical
misslonaries,

At the close of n wission for children recently held
in Melbourne by the Redemptorist Fathers, five hundred
children were conlirmed by Bishop Moran of Dunedin,
Neow Zealand.

The Papal Nuncio at Vienna is respcnsible for the
statement that negotiations are pending for a modifie.
recognition of the temporal sovereignty of the Pope by
the Italian Government.

Japan is said to be rapilly becoming Christian ; but
when 1t is considered that there are in that country
16,000 Protestants to 40,000 Roman and Greek Catno-
lics, the outlook is not so assuring as it otherwise would
be.

This is the Papal idea of what constitutesa Catholig,
as expressed by Pope Pius [X.: “I alone, despite my
unworthiness, am the successor of the apostles, the
vicar of Jesus Christ. . They who are with me
are with the church ; they who are not with me are not
with the church.”

Tlhe Sunday cause is gaining strength in Germany.
The Christian Union mentions the following evidences :
“In Stuttgart 600 shop-keepers have engaged to close
their shops on that day ; in Curlsrule a second distribu-
tion of letters has lhecn stoppea ; in Alsace-Lorraine
public houses are legally closed till noon.”

A wissionary to Corea writes to the New York Inde-
pendent 1 * Christian work is moving farward in the
hermit nation. A Bible conunittee, for the translation
of the Bible, las been formed by the missionaries at
Seoul. Several Coreans have been baptized, and others
are studying the word. This, at present, is done ina
private way, because of the existing laws against the
mtroduction of Christianity.”

An American paper says: “Since taking possession
of the Cameroon country on the west coast of Africa,
Gerany has sent there 1.524,028 liters of ram, 37,800
bottles of gin, 1,688 oll wnskets, 1,000 eartridges, and
56,039 kilograms of tobacco.  As an offset to the per-
mcions intluence of these things, the futherland las
alsosent o few wissionaries to take the place of the
BEnglish Baptist missionaries, whose presence in the
district was not wanted.”

Two missionaries who have been engaged in cireu-
lnting the New Testament in Hebrew among Hebrew-
rending Jews, say that very few have expresscil any
objection to reading the New Testament. They have
been sending copies to 300 rabbis, many of whom cir-
culaic these Scriptures among their  co religionists,
The bitter hatred that has for so many yeurs existed
between Jew and Gentile is di~sappearing, and many of
these sons of Abraham are accopting Christ as their
promised Suviour. [t is unfortwnate that at the same
time they so generally exchange far the Sunday the
ancient and honorable S8alhibath of the Lord, of which
they have been for so many centaries the custodians.

Lublishers” Depavtnvent,

EHE GREAT CONTROVERSY

BETWEEN
Christ and Satan from the Destruction of Jerusalem
to the Iind of Tume.

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE,
Author of “The Life of Christ,” ** Sketches from the Life of Paul”
“Bible Sanctifiention,” and other popular works.

9,000 COPIES SOLD IN FOULR MONTHS.

Tle period of history which it covers is one of decpest interestto
every Christian, and the fact that the closing chapters relate to tl.xe
presnt duty and the future experience of the people of God adds still
greater interest to the volume.

Earnest Christians of all denominations will find in itencourage-
ment and instruetion in the delineation of the struggle maintained by
men raised up of God in each successive age to preserve the pureand
true religion, and they will see that the world has been led to aceept
one after anotlier of Satan's devices, till her teachers are corrupted
with false doctrines and with infidelity.

Over 500 pages. Price, illustrated, 8s

BIBLE ECHO, North Fitzroy, Viotoria

SKETCHES OF THE LIFE OF PAUL,

BY MRS. E, G. WHITH.
Author of Great Controversy, Life of Christ, Min-
istry of Peter, ctc,

A nicely bound book of 834 pages ornamented in gold and black,
The incidents in the life of the great apostle are made to stand out in
great promience, and the reader eannot fail to be interested in the
subject, as treated by this author, Price, 25 6d.

EAOTS FOR THE TIMES.

BY GEORGE 1.

BUTLER,

This is & valuable work for reference. It is a compilation of facts,
bringing togetlier a mass of testimony showing the fulfillment of
prophecy, and the present condition of society. It contains valuable
statistics on many subjeets, religious and moral, By these is shown
the alarming increase, on sea and land, of discase, varthquakes, ¢y-
clones, and other disturhances, 780 pp. Price, 2s 6d.
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Melbourne, Australia, December, 1887.

The Echo for 1888.

WirH this number, the scecond volume of the Ecro
closes, TFor twelve months it has visited you regnlarly,
trying to call your attention to timely Bible truths and
the importance of holy living. How well it has done
its work, will be disclosed in the Sudgient, whose de-
c¢isions will soon be made known

With the next issue another volume of the Licuo
commences, The publishers will send it out enfarged,
and they trust improved in appearance. Let us recap-
itulate some of the features of the new volume, The
Sabbath-school and Youth’s departments will be
dropped. The work of these depactments will be taken
up more fully by the new paper, Our Australasion
Youth and Subbath-school Guide; a paper which you
will all find a very attractive visitor at your homes,
But all the other departments ace to be kept up, and a
new one added which is to deal with current ovents in
the social, political, and religions world, It is expected
that a series of articles on the rise and progress of the
reformatory movement with which we are connected
will commence with thie new volume. These articles,
from the pen of Elder S. N. Haskéll, one of the cditors
of this paper, who is now in London, will be of special
interest. The valuable articles on the Sabbath and first-
day will be continucd, also those by Mrs. E. G. White,
and the series on the “ Human Body,” etc., in the Health
and Temperance Dopartment.  There will be other live
original articles ; and, in short, a constant effort will
be made to keep the columns of the paper filled with
first-class matter, Do not fail to renmew your sub-
geription, and judge for yourselves how well this
purpose is carried out.

Therc is another point. Our Saviour says: “No
man lighteth a candle and putteth it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick, and it giveth light unto all that
are in the house.” The publishers are confident of
sending out a paper that will benefit its readers, and
they would like its light to shine in as many homes as
possible. Will you not aid them by getting all the
snbscribers you can? The tract societies especially
are requested to remember that they are ez officio ugeants
for the Ecuo. Just before the famous battle of
Trafalgar, Lord Nelson displayed the signal :  England
expects every man to do his duty.” A word to the
wise is sufficient.

“Tuu entrance of thy word.giveth light,” is the
appropriate motto of a roll entitled, «Family Bible
Readings,” published by the New Kngland Tract So-
ciety at South Lancaster, Massachusetts. The roll,
which is something entirely new, contains readings on
fifteen different Bible subjects. It is accompanied by
a key, and contains three diagrams illustrative of the
signs of the end as given by our Lord in Matt. 24, the
2,300 days of Dan. 8:14, and the millennium, with the
events that precede and follow it. The size of the
roll is 14 x 23 inches. It is printed on linen paper, in
Jurge bold-faced type that can easily be read across the
room. The roll can be hung in any convenicnt place,
and presents a very neat appearance ; and it is im-
portant ag a means of keeping the mind fixed on Bible
themes of practical intercst. One hundred of these
beautiful rolls are now on sale at this office, und they
should immediately find their way into as many homes.
Price, with key, 3s., post-paid.

It is no now thing for ministers to find the law of
God in the way when the claims of the Sabbath of the
Lord are presented. Some of the absurd positions
they will take under such circumstances are ilustrated
and answered in the report from Wychitella, Another
very inportant question on the law is discussed in the
Bible-reading, “ Redeemed from the Curse of the Law,”
originally publislied in the Signs of the Times.
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Tire tent-meetings, at the corner of Newry anl
Station strects, commenced Nov. 7, with a very en-
couraging interest, and thus far there has been a steady
increase in the intevest and attendance. May the Lonld
consinue to bless the word spoken.

h

.G, White are always
interesting and profitable : but the first-page article
this month is of especial interest to those who desire to
live a we!l-ordered Christian life, and prize the privilege
of communion with God in prayer. <7

Trw articl3s on “The Human Body ; Its Object and
the Attention It Should Receive,” commenced in tle
Hoto for November, are on a very interesting and im.
portant suliject. They deal with elewentary principles,
and are casily understood. Do not fail to read them
From the first.

A Lirree received by Elder M. C. Israel from the
older of the church in Adclaide states that the Lord
blessed in the mectings there dnring the week of
prayer. A mid-day prayer-meeling was held, and was
a source of prolit to those who attended. Two more
have recently signed the covenant.

THERE is comfort in the assurance of Holy Writ:
“We have not an higlt priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling cf onr infirmities, but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet withont sin.” “The
Atoning Saviour,” on another page, gives some light as
to how it is that he is “touched with the feeling of
our infirmitics,” How true it is that “Ile knoweth
our frame ; he remembereth that we are dnst.”

Tue General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
will be in session in Oakland, California, when this paper
reaches its readers, as it was to meet Nov. 13. The
condition and wants of the cause in all parts of the

. . . !
field will be considered, and its proceedings will be

watched with great interest. It is possible that some
news may be received from that body in time for
publication in the next issue of the Ecmo.

Tur article, “The Seventh-day Sabbath still Ob-
served for Several Centuries after Christ,” brings out
sonte important facts on Sabbath history that are not
gonerally kuown., The references are given, and ench
reader can, if he chooses, verify the statements for
himself. The Sabbath question is becoming more and
more a live question all over the world, and it is well to
be intelligent npon it.

Tui canvp-meeting season in the United States closed
in October. Not far from forty camp-ineetings were
lield in tweaty-five different State Conferences. These
mectings, which are attended by many thousands of
persons, exert a great inflnence, and accomplish a vast
amount of good, At the New England camp-meeting,
held this year ut New Bedford, Massachusetts, there
was o large attendance, even for that Conference,
They were favored with the presence of Sister White
a part of the time, this being the first camp-meeting
she attended after her return from Hnrope last August
The important meetings held at Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, and Oakland, California, have been signally blessed
of the Tord. Fnller particulars next month.

Tk Inborers sent to South Africa at the time of the
last General Conference have reached their new field,
They are pleased with the outlook, and feel confident
that the Lord is opening the way before them. A [etter
received by Bro. [Ienry Scott from one of the young
men connccted with that mission, states that a ehurch
of thirty members has been organized at a place some
distance north of Cape Town. Tent-meetings in Cape
Town were to commence aboat the first of November.
A letter from Elder Butler says: “Bro.C. L. Boyd has
been np to the Diamond Fields, and fonnd many earnest,
faithful people there, Sonte were keeping the Sabbath.
OFf coarse they need instruction ; but they are earnest
and iutelligent, and of good influence. One ol gontle-
man of considerable wealth was keeping the Sabbath ;
he is a member of an influential faimily of high officials.
There seems to be every prospect of great success for
the truth there.”

Gospel in the Old Testament,

Tiw Old Testament Student is doing & noble work in
enconraging the sindy of the Old Testament, and like
all who study the Old Testament, it finds in it many
things whiclt arc popularly supposed not to be there,
We heartily conunend the following from the November
Student.  We do not see how anybody who ready the
book of Isaiah can come to any other conclusion than
that which follows below,—that it is just as much gos-
pel as is the book of Matthew. Iear it is; read it :—

“Should oae be inclined to think that the Old Testa-
ment contains only law and no gospel, or an insuoiflicient
amonnt of gospel to bring light and life to erring souls,
let him read the Psalns with open eves. The instinet
of the best Christians of all ages of the chmrch has led
them to sec in the Psalms the richest expressions’ of
every phase of Christiun feeling, from the deepest
humiliation caused by a consciousness of sin, to the
highest exaltation resulting front a recognition of bless-
ings already given and in store for the redeemed, who
are acceptad by Jelovah, It is for this reason that the
Psals have always been the fuvorite soarce for Chris-
tian hymnology. The singers in Israel have drank
deep draughts at the fountain of divine mercy, and
gratitude inspired thein to utter that of which the heart
was full.  Christians in troubles, trials, and temptations,
find the Psalms a never-failing source of comfort ;
those weak in faith find strength there ; those who
are strong find there words and thonghts which only
others equally strong were able to utter. The Psalms
are replete with the gospel.

“Nor is Isaiah lacking in this regard, Frow the
fourth Christian century he is frequently called ¢the
evangelist of the Old Testament. The name is well
chosen and the honor well bestowed. An ‘evangelist’
is one who heralds the evangelium, the good news con-
cerning the salvation achieved for man. No other man
in the whole pre-Christian period has done this better
than has the son of Amoz. In many regards, his pro-
phetic eye seemed brighter and more penetrating, and
to him the future seemed more transparent than to his
brethren ; and to none other was it given to speak so
clearly concerning the consmmmation of the plans of

. God and the fnliillinent of his promises in the person,

words, and works of the Messiah. While the others
speak niore of the Messianic kingdom in general, Isainh
dwells more largely npon the person and the personal
work of Him who was to establish this kingdom. The
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, the central jewel in the
Old Testament crown of prophiecies found in Isa, 40-
66, reads not as a prediction written seven hundred
years before the advent of the Nazarene, but like an
historical record penned under the cross upon Calvary,
and inspired by a full conception of the significance of
the event."—Signs of the Times.

O~ Sunday, Nov. 13, the unemployed of London at-
tetnpted to hold a meeting in Trafalgar Square, in direct
defiance of a recent official edict forbidding such dem-
onstrations, Large crowds assembled, and made earnest
work for the police, many of whomn were severely
wounded, until a late hour at night. Four lundred

arrests were made, inclnding Mr. R. C. Grahawm, M. P,
and seventy-five persons were so badly injured that it
was necessary to remnove them to thehospital. Consid-
erable damage was done to property. The police did
their duty nobly.

TeLEGRAMS up to date (Nov. 16) express the gravest
apprehensions respecting the health of the Crown Prince
of Germany. It is now conceded that the disease from
which he is suffering is of a cancerous nature, Some
of the consulting pliysicians at San Remo advised the
entting away of the entire larynx of his throat; but the
Prince has refused to subnit to this operation. Hmperor
William is aged and feeble; it seems impossible that
the Crown Prince should ever gnide the ship of State.
It is no wonder that anxiety is felt, that the ¢ entire
nation is plunged in the deepest gloom.”

Four of the anarchists who were recently condemned
to death as the leaders of riots in Chicago, were hanged
Nov. 11. Of the remainder, one comiuitted suicide in
his cell, and two had their sentences commuted to im-
prisonment for life,

TuE Reichs Bank of Germany, probably instigated by
Prince Bismarck, has refused to advance money on
Russian securities, The Russian Minister of Finance
is trying to negotiate the rejected securities with private
banks ot Berlin.

Printe and published by J. O. Corliss and M, Q. Israel, for the In-~
ternational Tract and Missionary Society, at the Echo Publishing
House, Rae and Scotchmer Streets,North Fitzroy, Vietoria.
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