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“ Sanctify them tlxrough thy truth; thy Word is truth.” John 17:17.
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LEAD, KINDLY LIGHT.

LEAD, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom,
Lead thon me on!

The night is datk, and 1 am far from home ;
Lead thon me on!

Koep thou my feet; [ donot ask to sce

The distant scene ; one step’s enough for me.

I was not ever thus, nor prayed that thon
Shouldst lead me on;
I loved to choose and see my path, bat now
. Lead thon me on!
T loved the garish day, aud, spite of fears,
Pride ruled my will. Remember not past years!

So long thy powet bath blessed me, sure it still
Will lead me on
O’er moor aund fen, o’er crag and torrent, till
The night is gone,
And with the morn those angel faces smile
Which [ have loved long since, and lost awhile |
—John . Newman.
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NEHEMIAH CAUSES THE PEOPLE TO
BE INSTRUCTED IN THE LAW OF GOD.

. MRS, G. WHITE.

Wuire Nehemiah labored diligently to restore the
mater al defenses.of Jerusalem, he «lid not forget that
the God of Israel was their snre defense, and that
ouly in vbedience to his commandments would they be
secure. He therefore gave diligent attention to the
instruction of the people in the law of God.

At the time of the feast of trumpets, when many
were gathered as the holy city, the people assembled
in the street that was before the water gate ; “ and they
spake unto lizra the scribe to bring the book of the
law of Moses, which the Lord hiad commanded to Israel.
And Ezra the priest brought the law before the con-
gregation buth of men and wouen, and all that could
hear with understanding, aupon the first day of the
seventh month, And he read thercin before the street
that was before the water gnte from the morning unntil
midday.” ¢ And the ears of all the people were atten-
tive unto the book of the law.” « And Ezra blessed
the Lord, the great God. And all the people an-
swered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands ;
and they bowed their heads, and worshiped the Lord with
their faces to the ground.” Certain of the priests
and Levites united with Izra in explaining to the
people the principles of the divine law, ¢ So they
read in the book in the law of God distinetly, and gave
the sense, and caused them to understand the redd-
i[]g,”

The scene was one of mournful interest, | The wall
of Jerusalem had been rebuilt, and the gates set up;
thus far a great victory had been achieved ; but 2
large part of the city was still in ruins.  On a pulpit
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Judah’s departed glory, stood Ezra, now an aged man,
At his right and left were gathered his brother Levites,
who were consecrated to the service of God, and
whose presence lent dignity and solemnity to the occa-
sioi,  With heavy hearts they thought of the days of
their fathers, when the royal psalmist had sung :
“ Walk about Zion, and g round about her; tell the
towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider
her palaces.” * Beautiful for situation, the joy of the
whole earth, is Mount Zion, on the sides of the north,
the city of the great Kiug.” ’
Looking down froin the elevated platform, the eye
swept over a sea of heads. Frowm all the surrounding
country the children of the covenant had assembled ;
and as one man they were listening, intent and reverent,

to hear vnce more the words of the Most High,  Bat
even here the evidence of their sin was apparent. In

their mingling with other nations, the Hebrew lan-
guage had become corrupted; and therefore great care
was necessary on the part of the speakers to explain
the law in the language of the people, and so present it
that it might be understood by all. '

As the law of God was read and explained, the
people were convinced of their guilt and danger, and
with tender consciences and penitential tears they
mourned becanse of their transgressions. But as this
day was a festival, a day of holy convocation, a day
which the Lord had eommanded to be kept with joy
and gladness, they were bidden by their teachers to
restrain their grief, and to rejoice in view of the great
merey of God toward them. ¢ For,” said Nehemiah,
«this day is holy unto our Lord ; neither be ye sorry ;
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Accordingly, after the earlier part of the day had
been devoted to religious exercises, the people spent
the remainder in gratefully recounting the blessings of
God, and enjoying the bounties which he had granted
them, remeinbering also to send portions to the poor
who had nothing to prepare. And there was great re-
‘joicing, because they understood the words of the law
which had been declared to them.

The work of reading and expounding the law to the
people was continued on the following day. The solemn
services of the day of atonement were performed at the
time appointed—on the tenth day of the seventh
month—according to the command of God. And
from the fifteenth to the twenty-second of the same
month the people and their rulers kept once more the
feast of tauernacles,

When this festival was past, one day only having
intervened, the children of Israel kept a solemn fast.
This was held not merely at the command of therulers, but
by the desire of the people. As they had from day to
day listened to the words of the law, they had heen
deeply convicted of their own transgressions, and also
of the sins of their nationin past generatior s. They saw
that it was because of their departure from God that his
protecting care had been withdrawn from them, and
they had been scattered.in foreign lands.  And they
now determined to seek God's merey, and to pledge
themselves to wall hereafter in his commandments.

Before entering upon the services of the day, they
carefully separated thewselves from the heathen who
were intermingled with them. This "being dune,
¢ they stood up in their place, and read in the book of
the law of the Lord their God one-fourth part of the
day; and another fourth part they confessed, and
worshiped the Lord their God.”

The people prostrated themselves before the Lord,
humbly confessing their sins and pleading for mercy
and pardon, each for himself individually and for the
entire congregation, Then their leaders encouraged
them to believe that God, aceording to his promise,

gressions, but to trust that God had pardoned them, and
to evince their faith by recounting his mereies and
praising him for his goodness.  Said these teachers,
* Stand up and bless the Lord your God forever and
ever.,”  Then from the gathered throng, as they stood
with hands outstretched toward heaven, arose the song
of praise and adoration : “ Blessed be thy glorious
name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise.
Thou, even thou, ari Lord alone; thou hast made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the
earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all
that is therein, and thou preservest them all and the
host of heaven worshipeth thee.”

In this portion of sacred history is a precious lesson
of faith for all who are convicted of sin, and weighed
down with a sense of their unworthiness. When tley
compare their characters with God’s great standard of
right, they see themselves condemned as transgressors.
There is no power in law to free them from their guilt,
But as they confess their sins, they ean find pardon
through Christ. From him flows the cleansing stream
that ean wash away the stains of sin.  When the sin-
ner has come to Christ with contrition of soul, confess-
ing his transgressions, it is then his duty to appro-
priate to himself the Saviour’s promise of pardon to the
repentant und believing. He who seeks to find good-
ness and eauase for rejoicing in himself, will always be
in despair ; but e who looks to Jesus, the author and
finisher of his faith, can say with confidence, “ 1 live,
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.”

Before the day of fasting ended. the people still fur-
ther manifested their determination tu return unto the
Lord. With one accord, all plelged themselves fo
cease the desecration of the Sabbath.  Nehemiah did
not, at this time, as at u later date, exercise lis
authority to prevent heathen traders from coming into
Jerusalem on the Sabbath, for the sale of provisions
and other articles ; but to save the people from yield-
ing to temptation, he engaged them, by a solemn
covenant, not to transgress the Sabbath law by pur-
chasing of those venders, ltoping that this would dis-
courage them, and put an end to their traffic.

Provision was also made to support the public
worship of God. A pledge was given by the congre-
gation to contribute yearly a stated sum for the service
of the sanctuary, as well as to bring the tithes and the
« firstfruits of our ground, and the firstfruits of:all
fruit of all trees, year by year, unto the house of the
Lord, also the firstborn of our sons, and of our cattle, as
it is written in the law, and the firstlings of our herds
and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our God.”

The liberality of the Jews in their offerings for re-
ligious purposes might well be imitated by Christians.
It tithes and offerings were required thousands of years
ago, they are much more essential mow.  The labors of
God’s servants were then confined. almost wholly to the
land of Palestine ; but the apostles and their successors
were commissioned to preach the' gospel throughous
the world. The people of this dispensation are favored
with greater light and blessing than were the Jews ;
therefore they are placed under even greater obligation
to honor God and to advance his cause. _

The efforts of Nehemiah to restore the worship of
the true God had been crowned with success. 1f
Israel would be true to the oath they had taken, n
bright future was before them; for the Lord has
always magnified his law before his people, pouring rieh
blessings upon them so long as they have been obedient.
The history of God’s ancient people iz full of instruc-
tion for the church of to-day. While the Bible faith-
fully presents the result of their apostasy as a warning
to all future -generations, it porirays, as a worthy
example, the deep humiliation and repentance, the

had heard their prayers. They showed them that they

of wood, erected in one of the broadest streets, and
sarrounded on every hand by the sad reminders of

werenotonly tomourn and weep and repent of their trans-

earnest devotion and generous sacrifice; that marked
their seasons of returning to the Lord. There is
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encoragement, too, in the record of God’s willingness
to receive his backsliding but repentant people. It
would be a scene well pleasing to God and angels,
wonld his professed followers in this generation unite,
as did Israel of old, in a solemn covenant to ‘ observe
and do all the commmandments of the Lord our Lord,
and his judgments aud his statutes.”

—_————
PRAYER.

WM. INGS.

Praver connects man with Heaven, and it is just
as es<eutial to sustain the spiritual interest as food is
to build up the physical man. The definition of prayer
is “the offering of adoration, confession, supplication,
and thanksgiving,” or, in other words, it is communing
with God.

As in earthly governments petitions are made for
favors, so with the government of Heaven, favors arve
asked and received. This has been the case in all
ages from Adam to the present time. The duaty of
asking is enjoined upon all : “ Ask, and it shall be
given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knoek, and it shall
be opened unto you.” Maft. 7:7. The God of heaven
is honored by his subjects when they ask for favors,
and no honest secker will be turned away. * For every
one that asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth;
and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” Verse8.

Abraham, the father of the faithful, took delight in
approaching God. When journeying from Bethel to
Bai, on leaving Egypt, he built an altar, and called
upon the name of the Lord. Gen. 13:3,4. This
seemed to be a special occasion. During his stay in
Lgypt. he had been signally blessed of God, and had
seen the hand of the Lord in the care of himself and
hig wife, Sarah. In after years, we see the same trust
and confidence in his faithful servant who was sent to
obtain a wife for Isaac. This man of God dared not
trust to himself with so great a responsibility, and
when he had reached the country to which he was sent,
he petitioned the One who holds all power, and knows
the wants of Lis subjects. Like all the prayers recorded
in the word of God was the prayer of this servant,—
simple, yet comprehensive,—as the quotation will show:
“«( Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray thee,
send me -good speed this day, and show kindness unto
my master Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the
well of water ; and the daunghters of the men of the
city come out to draw water : and let it come to pass
that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy
pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink ; and she shall
say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also ; let
the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy serv-
ant Isaac ; and thereby shall I know that thou hast
showed kindness unto my master.” Gen, 24 :12-14.
This short, simple prayer was offered in faith, and the
Lord heard and answered it. Petitions without faith
avail nothing. This statement is verified by the
apostle Panl: “But without faith it is impossible to
please him ; for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.” Heb. 11:6. Itis sinto doabt.
His word is * Yea and Amen,” and all his promises
are sure. And why should it not be s0? He has all
power ; all things have been brought into existence by

him ; they are all his.. “ For every beast of the forest.

is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know
all the fowls of the mountains ; and the wild beasts of
the field are mine. 1f I were hungry, I would not tell
thee 5 for the world is mine, and the fullness thereof.”
Ps. 50:10-12. With this statement before us, how
could a doubt enter the mind that the Ruler of the
universe is not ahle to fulfill all that he has promised?

It is the privilege of every child of God to press his
petition at the throne of grace. The apostle says, ¢ Let
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need.” Heb. 4:16. God is no respecter of persons.
The king upon his throne, and the peasant in his
humble position, can both obtain a hearing, if humble
in heart. This fact is well illustrated in the case of
the prodigal son. As soon as he came to the decision
that he would. leave his sinful ways, and return to his
allegiance, he was met by his father, who emhraced
and kissed him, A robe was placed on himi, and the
fatted calf was killed. So it is with oar heavenly
Father ; he condescends to reach down his arm to aid
all who will approach him in humility, whether they be
great or small.

When the Assyrian army invaded Judea, and
threatened that kingdom, King Hezekiah knew in
whom to trust. He had learned that lesson, and did
not depend upon flesh alone to fight his battles, His
help was in the One that had delivered the children of
Israel from the hand of Pharaoh. Here we see that
good and holy man prostrate before God, not to display

his talent, but with. earnestness pressing his petition at
the throne of grace, telling God, in his simplicity, the

of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubim, thou
art the (God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of
the earth ; thou hast made heaven and earth., Lord,
bow down thine ear, and hear : open, Liord, thine eyes,
and see ; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which
hath sent him to reproach the living God. Of a truth,
Lord, the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations
and their lands. Now therefore, O Lord our
God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that
all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art
the Lord God. even thoun only.” 2 Kings 19 : 15-19.

Man's extremity is God’s opportunity. When all
has been done thatis in the power of man to do, then
the Lord manifests his power, as he did in the case of
Hezekiah in the destruction of his enemies. There is
nothing too hard for the Lord to do. His power is
mighty, and it is pleasing to him to have his children
lean upon his arm, and trust in his strength. But in
order to have his promises verified, obedience to his
commands is required. * And whatsoever we ask, we
receive of him, because we keep his commandments,
and do those things that are pleasing in hi= sight.”
1 John 3 :22,
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LIFE IN THE SACRIFICE.

ROBERT HARE.

ImaGINATION can paint few scenes which are asso-
ciated with more imposing solemnity, or which present
more momentous truths, than that of the Hebrew of-
fering his sacrifice. Conscience-stricken because of
some violation of the divine law, he hastens to the
fold, selects a lamb, the most perfect of the flock, and
with this seeks the sanctuary to propitiate that law
which demands a life for its-every violation. Reaching
the sanctuary with his living burden, he enters the
outer court, while the curtain-folds of the holy place
are drawnaside, and the long-robed priest passes out
to receive the life of the sinner’s substitute, The
transgressor kneels, and with his hand on the victim’s
head, econfesses the sin which left him in danger of
death.  The lamb-is slain ; and with its blood, which
God declares to be the life (Lev. 17:11), the priest
re-enters the holy place, there to vresent that life
blood before the ark which contains the violated law.
It is not possible to originate types whiech can uiore
faithfully present the mind of the great Lawgiver in
his estimate of the character and desert of sin.  Firat,
the victim chosen must be the purest and the best, in-
dienting that God requires purity of life and character
in all that he accepts ; then by the transgressor con-
fessing his sins over its head, these sins are in figure
transferred to the sinless sabstitute, whose life i< at
once taken, Next, the blood is taken, and sprinkled
beture the law contained in the ark beyond the vail, as
an acknowledgment that it is the law which demands
the life of every transgvessor. The Hebrew was thas
brought to realize the imperative truth of Heaven’s de-
cree, * The soul that sinneth, it shall die.”

But the lesson does not end here. The transgressor
is free ; yet the victim which took his place is laid on
the altar ; and as the dark cloud of smoke ascends,
the beholder is tanght, in awful symbol, the doom of
the man whose sin has not been transferred. David
was inclined to be envious at the prosperity.of the
wicked till lie went into the sanctuary and understood
their end: “They shall consume, into smoke shall
they consume away.”  Psalins 37 :20. Isaiah pre-
sents a similar picture of the sinners’ doom, coupled
with the fact that they are destroyed because they have
disregarded the law: “ As the fire devoureth the
stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their
root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go
up as dust ; becanse they have cast away the law of
the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy
One of Israel” Isaiah 5:24.

There was life in the sacrifice for the Hebrew, and
there is life in the sacrifice for the Gentile. Had
there not been a violated law, there would never have
been need for any sacrifice or atonement; and had
there been no atonement, there could have been no
life for the transgressor, because the wages of sin is
death. The offering of sacrifices did not in any way
affect the law; it was only the sinner’s relation to that
law that was affected. So with the great Sacrifice
which was offered once for all. It could not affect the
law, because it was the law which demanded such
an atonement for its violation. If the death of any
sacrifice could abolish the law, why could not such a
law have been abolished before it demanded such an

infinite sacrifice as the Son of God ? There is life in
the sacrifice which proupitiates the broken law, but

facts, as we shall see by the following : O Lord God }-

there is death, and the consuming into smoke, for those
who neglect this great salvation.
My faith, dear Lord, would lay
This trembling hand of mine
On the pure head of Calvary’s Lamb,
While T confess my sin.

New Zealand.
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“ WHERE IS YOUR FAITH ?”

R. ¥. COTTRELL.

Tue importance of faith in the plan of redemption
and salvation can hardly be overestimated.  « With-
out faith it is impossible to please” God. The prom-
ises are to those who believe. * He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved.” ¢ Being justified by
faith,” says an apostle, ¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”

It seemns that the first sin of our race arose from
doubting the word of God.  The wily tempter sug-
gested a doubt of God's veracity : ““ Yea, hath God
said,” etc. Then follows the positive denial: ¢ Thou
shalt not surely die.” Now, as doubting and unbelief
resulted in sin, it is reasonable that faith in the word
and promise of God should be made of great im-
portance in the plan of saving men from sin. Un-
belief leads us away from God ; faith leads us back to
God.

Faith is not sight. It takes hold of the naked
promises of God. It does not believe that we shall
be saved from our past sins, because we have done so
well in keeping the commandments of God, but be-
cause we simply rely upon his promise of parden. We
believe God. We believe his love toward us. We
believe on his Son, who is set forth as a propitiation
for our sin. Our sins were laid upon him, We be-
lieve it, and accept him as oor Saviour. We believe
in the efficacy of the blood that cleanseth from all sin,
and are freely justified by his grace.

But faith does not release us from our obligation to
obey God and keep his commandments. ¢ Do we
then make void the law through faith? God forbid !
yea, we establish the law.” If we simply believe for
the remission of past sins, we acknowledge sin to be
sinful, and the law which condemns it to be right. If
doubt and unbelief lead to sin, faith leads us out of
sin, which is the transgression of God's law, back to
obedience. The person that is saved by faith from his
transgressions is no less careful to obey the good law
that condemued him. He knows that it is right,
that in justice it condemned him ; and, consequently,
it should be the rule of his fnture life. It was his
transgressions of the holy, just, and good law that
nailed Him who did no sin to the cross. To take
license, then,to sin would erucify the Son of God
afresli. Those who appreciate his grace in their salva-
tion through faith in his blood cannot do this. The
law has been honored in the death of the sinless One
for our transgressions of it. It has been magnified,
lauded, praised, not only in the teaching of Jesus
Christ, but in his death for its transgression. His
teaching established every jot and tittle of the law
(Matt. 5:17-19), and his death for its transgression
establishes it ; and lie that is saved from its curse by
his death will praise, exalt, and establish it by future
obedience,

Heuce, while we realize the importance of faith in
order to salvation, we will no less realize the impor-
tance of future obedience to the commandments of the
law of God. While we rely solely on faith in Christ
for pardon, we should live as though our final salva-
tion depended upon our future obedience. The saved
in the kingdom of God will be those that have washed
their robes of character and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. * The just shall live by faith.”

There is present truth in the unfolding of the plan
of salvation. Do webelieve it ? Where is our faith ?
Are we growing strong in faith and love ? Ah, there
is thedanger.  Our faith must be made perfect by works.
Shall we be so unwise as to let our faith die, choked
by the cares and love of the world, and finally fail of
the great salvation which is so near ? Those who lay
hold on eternal life by faith, hold fast, and endure,
will be saved. We may be saved ; let us make
it sure.

U
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A eENTLEMAN called anpon a rich friend for some

charity, * Yes, I must give my mite,” said the rich
man. ‘Do you mean the widow’s mite ?” asked the
solicitor.  *Certainly,” was the answer. “I shall

be satisfied with half as much as she gave,” said his
friend. ¢ How much are you worth ?”—¢ Seventy
thousand dollars.” ¢ Give me then your check for
thirty-five thousand ; that will be half as much as she
gave, for che, you know, gave hier all.” The rich man
was cornered. Covetous people often try to shelter
themselves behind the widow’s mite,
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COMPENSATION.

THE truest words we ever speak
Are words of cheer,

Life has its shade, its valleys deep ;

But round our feet the shadows creep,
To prove the sunlight near.

Between the hills those valleys sleep—
The sun-crowned hills !

And down their sides will those who seek

With hopetul spirit, brave, thongh meek,
Find gently flowing rills.

For every cloud a silvery light—-
God wills it so,

For every vale a shining height ;
A glorious morn for every night;

A birth for labor’s throe ;

For snow’s white wing a verdant field ;
A gain for loss ;

For buried seed the harvest yield ;

For pain a strength, a joy revealed ;
A crown for every cross,

e m

A MODEIL PAPAL STATE.

~—8el,

In Ecuador, the pope still names the president, the
priests still make the laws, and, as a natural result, in
that whole country there is not a railroad, nor a tele-

_graph, nor a stage coach, nor a highway upon which a
carriage or a cart can be driven, except the great
roads built by the Incas before the Spanish invasion,
which have never been kept in repair, and are now
almost useless, When I say that there is not a rail-
road in Heuador, I should except a track ten miles
long on the sea-coast, which was laid some years ago,
but was never operated, and is now covered with trop-
ical underbrush like a jungle.

The city of Guayaquil, the only seaport of Tcuador,
is a place of some commercial importance, and the
residence of many foreigners. They have introduced
modern ideas and public schools. The seed thus sown
is bearing fruit, and is a perpetual menace to the
power of the church, so much so that the principal
portion of the army of Tenador is kept there to quell
revolutions when the papal autliority is resisted. Some
of the enterprising citizens have organized a telegraph
company, and are constructing a line to Quito, the
capital, but the wires are constantly cut, and ‘well-in-
formed people predict that the priests will not allow it
to be operated, for fear it will prove a wedge that shall
open the country to other modern ideas.

There is a law in Keuador prohibiting the importa-
tion of books, unless they shall first receive the sanction
of the church, and Jesuit priests act as inspectors at
the custom house, to prevent the dissemination of
intelligence amnong the people. No records of the
finances of the Giovernment are kept. The president
of Ecuador and his finance minister were unable to
give the United States Commission the amount of im-
ports and exports, or the amount of revenues collected.
"Their ignorance as to the disbursement of those
revenues was quite as dense, but the prevailing belief
is that much of the money goes to sustain the thou-
sands of priests, monks, and nuns, that keep the people
in darkness. When the public revenues are not suffi-
clent to meet their demands, the necessary means are
raised by forced loans from the merchants of Guaya-
quil.  An officer with a file of soldiers ealls upon the
business firms and collects the assessments. This
practice has given rise to a peculiar custom j; for, to
protect themselves from such impositions, the foreign
residents put gigns on their doors to announce their
nationality.  Hence the traveller's curiosity is
‘awhkened by seeing the flags of foreign countries
nailed upon the entrances to residences or business
houses with a legend printed upon them, reading « He
who lives within is an American,” or a Frenchman, or
an Knglishman, or a German, as the case may be.
Sotetimes these warnings are disregarded, and appeal
to the minister resident is necessary for protection,

Drunkenness, indolence, and licentiousness are the
legsons taught by the priests. To attend mass every
morning, and confessional once a week, are the only
requirements of good citizenship, and vice of every
description is not only licensed but encouraged. Four-
fifths of the population can neither read nor write, and
the only knowledge they have is what the priests have
told them. Ecuador is a republic in name, but its
constitution declares that the nation ¢ exists wholly
and alone devoted to the service of the Holy Chureh,”
The army is divided into four commands, called re-
spectively : ¢ The Division of the Blessed Virgin,”
¢« The Division of the Holy Ghost,” “ The division of
the Son of God,” ¢ The Division of the Blood and
Body of Christ.” ¢ The Sacred Heart of Jesus” is
the national emblem, and the body-guard of the presi-
dent is called «The Holy Lancers of St. Mary.”
There are no Protestants in Quito, and none are al-
lowed to reside in the city. Everything is tolerated
but opposition to the church, and he who will not par-
takeof the sacrament is stoned,.—Dominion Churchman,

EVERY-DAY LIFE IN PALESTINE.

SABBATH ITEMS,

Tur following was verified during my residence in
the Holy Land. Biblical manners are to be seen every-
where among the Arabs. They are proud of their
descent from Abraham ; they are proud of their
language and of their conservatism. Their langnage
contains nearly all the roots of the Hebrew, and is, in
fact, Hebrew refined, with a verbal development border-
ing on the marvelous, it being a kind of out-branching
tree beyond any other of the scintillations from Babel.
A single root-word can be carried through its thirteen
aboowahs—doors—or conjugations, and spread out into
eighteen hundred variations. The oneness and per-
manency of pronunciation are very remarkable. Its
age and conservation of the past remind one of the
great pyramids and obelisks of Kgypt; yea, when
looked at as the museum of Biblical idioms and cus-
toms, you believe more firmly that ¢ the word of the
Lord endureth forever.”

Not any of the nations, whether Jew or Arab, name
the days of the week, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, ete. ;
nor do they call the first day of the week Lord’s day,
nor do they ever give to the seventh day the name
Saturday. But this I noticed constantly : The nota-
tion of time is by hours—twelve hours for the
night, and twelve hours for the day, and both are
called a day, ¢. ¢., a complete or perfect day. The
evening before the day belongs to that day, or the
night precedes the day. Beginning with our Saturday
night at sundown, they call it laylt-cl-had—night of
the first—the day being understood. Sunday night is
called laylt-el-itneen—night of the second—the day
being understood, and rarely if ever expressed. Those
who carried watches I often saw winding and regulating
them at sundown.

Never do they count the day from midnight to mid-
night, but always from sundown to sundown. The
first hour of the night is one hour from and after sun-
down, and the first hour of the day-time is reckoned
from and after the expiration of twelve complete hours
of the night. The first hour of the morning of June
21, it will be seen, begins some time after sunrise, and
so ending the twelve hours of the day precisely at sun-
down. When an evening appointment is made for a
meeting, or business, the langunage used is “night of
the First, night of the Seeond,”etc. The only ex-
ception is where the appointment or event is soon after
sundown or in the early part of the evening, when the
language is “such a day at evening ;*° but the former
mode of speech is the general one; yet in no case do
they understand the expression ‘the same day at
evening "'to mean that that evening belangs to that
day, but to the day following.

In some Christian liturgies there may be read in
Arabic : yom ir-rub: Day of the Lord, or Lord’s day,
for the first day of the week. But Lord’s day is not
known among the great mass of the people. W hether
any of the missionaries are trying to change gradually
the habits of the people in this respect I cannot say.
In ecclesiastical life they do try to influence their
converts to say yom ir-rub, Lord's day; buat I think
they do nat try their tongues at calling it Sabbath in
Arabic ; for that would make an awkward mess of it,
for the reason (and which is very satistactory to us)
that the seventh day is known throughout Arabdom
by yom es-sabt—or day of the Sabbath. Tven from
the mouth of the missionary you will hear as frequently
yom es-sabt as yom il-itneen—day of the Sabbath—day
of the Second, ¢. ¢., Monday.

The only exception to the Genesis mode of naming
the days of the week is with the sizth day, which, since
the rise of Mohammedanism, iz "called yom al-joomah,
day of the assembly; vulgarly called in English the
Mohammedan Sabbath. But Sabbath is a misnomer,
and the idea of rest i§ not in joomak at all.  The word
means simply assembly, and the assembling of the
assembly of the « Faithful ” amounts to no more than
an hour or two of prayer in the middle of the day of
Friday, public and private business going on as usual
during the rest of the day.

The following are the names of the days of the week,
as used by the Arabs and all who speak their

language :—

Ay-yom al-usbooah.
Days of the week.
Literally, Days of the Sevens.

Al-ahad, The First,
Al-itneen, The Second,
Al-telaté, The Third,
Al-arbah, The Fourth,
Al-khamees, The Fifth,
Al-joomah, The Assembly,

Al-sabt, or Es-sabt, The Sabbath.
As before stated, when first, second, and third are

‘1 unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”

spoken, the word for day precedes in this form : day of
the first, day of the Sabbath.

Another thing' which it is well for all Christian
Sabbath-keepers to remember is, that neither the word
seven nor any other name is given by the Arabs to the
Sabbath day. It is always the Sabbath; and the
reason for it, they say, is, that this has been its name
from the beginning. The very name for our word
week, the sevens, is suggestive that 1t would be an
offense to their sense of the sacredness of names, and
of the order of antiquity, as well as a literary blunder,
to call the seventh day of the sevens hy another name
than that of the Sabbath. Often have I seen them
shrug the shoulder at the bare wention of the change
made by the ahl-er-room—the people of Rome—
Romans, in the reckoning of time,  The Arabs affirm
of their own method of dates and names that it is from
old, old, oLp time, meaning from the beginning,

Great changes are said to be going on in Syria and
Palestine ; but I think they are chiefly of a kind not
likely to affect this style of speech, nor to obliterate
God’s order of noting time. It is exceedingly interest-
ing to hear those descendents of faithful Abraham
chat about hours, days, weeks, months, and years, and
indeed about everything that pertains to their every-
day life. So ingrained is nature’s work, so permanent
is their language, so estabiished are their home customns,
that to contemplate a change in their notation of time,
—1I sooner expect the return of the Jews to that land
than anything of the kind. While looking at and
listening to thera, I was often reminded of Topsy—
they were “ not brought up,” they < growed 1

Added to the above, mention should be made of the
fact that the Italians, in their daily life, call the
seventh day Sabbati, anl so long as Protestants are
allowed to apply Dominica to the first day, they will
not trouble themselves about changing Sabbati to
Saturne.  After all, the work of polluting hy an idol’s
name the day appointed by God as a testimony against
idolatry, belongs to the neighbors of Rome on the
north and west, the English-speakiug peoples included.

Lord, ““turn to the people a pure langunage ! ™ If it
is his will, let it be Arabic, a tongue containing two
hundred thousand words, and spoken by a hundred
miilion people. It ‘s poetic, euphonic, of shwple con-
struction, very sublime, imaginative, given 1o the
lac 'nic, and yet capable of a marvelous amplification of
expression.  And as to zeal—*“a Aot language,” as wy
teacher uwsed to say. While almost every ecivilized
western haud has been employed to rob the holy day
of God of its proper nnme, the “liand ” that has been
“against every man " has preserved and still maintains
its grasp in keeping the name Sasparu in its proper,
G «d-given place, and tv its own SEVENTH DAY.— Wi,
M. Jones, London.
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Pt

CONSCIENCE NOT A SURE GUIDE.

GHEORGE B, STARR,
“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death.,” Prov. 14 :12,

It is evident from this text that a-man’s conscience
is not, a reliable guide, as a part of -his faith or prac-
tice may seem to be right to him, while in reality he is
in the way of death. God evidently designed the con-
science for a very tmportant woik ; but he also gave
an a regulator for it, which it is as iraportant for him
to consult as it is for him to consult the sun to keep
his watch right. It watters not how good a watch may
be, the better it is the surer it is to stay wrong if it be
set wrong. So a man may have a very good con-.
science, very tender, and very faithful in its admonitions,
and yet constantly misleading him, because it has been
wrongly instrueted,

A good conscience might permit us to be careless of
very important and serious matters, simply becanse it
is ignorant of them ; but as soon as it is instructed it
still proves itself to be the same faithful monitor upon
this, as well as other subjects. :

Some may go quite in the opposite direction, and
make many things a matter of very conseientious action
which are altogether imaginary, a result of false educa-
tion. Both extremes one would think all would gladly
avoid, but they may be only faithtully instructing and
regulating their consciences by God’s unerring word.

It is necessary to concede the truth of this, in order
to explain the presence of the word of God in the world ;
for why should the Lord have been to the trouble of
giving it to us if it was all right for each to take the
course he thought was right? *Thy word is a lamp
“ Through
thy precepts I get understanding ; therefore I hate
every false way.” ¢ Thy word have I hid in mine heart,
that I might not sin against thee,”

- t—————

MeN are never so easily deceived as while they are

endeavoring to deceive others.
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Vor. 3, No. 11.

PRIDE.

Axp now abideth pride, fashion, and extravagance,
these three ; but the greatest of these is pride, simiply
because it is the root of the whole matter. Destros
the root, and the tree will die. Itis hardly worth while
to waste ammunition in shooting at fashion and ex-
travagance, as long as the root is alive. Most persons
say that it does not matter how people dress ; pride is
in the heart. Very true, but straws show which way
the wind blows. A plain exterior may cover up a proud
heart ; but, depend upon it, a fashionable exterior sel-
dom, if ever, covers up a plain heart. Some rules work
two ways, but some will not. A lady once asked a
minister whether a person might not be fond of dress
and ornaments without being proud? He rveplied,
“ When you see the fox’s tail peeping out of the hole,
you may be sure the fox is within,” Jewelry, and
costly and fashionable clothing, may all be innocent
things in their places, but when hung upon a human
form they give most conclusive evidence of a proud
heart. But is it possible that a man can be found at
this advanced age of refinement, who dares to write or
speak a word against pride and its consequences ? The
large majority of that class of men are dead, and hand-
somely buried.

Now, nearly all the pulpits have shut down on that
style of preaching. The fact is, we have passed that
age, and are living in better (?) times.
and mothers were far behind the times. They were
good enough in their way, but, dear me, that would not
do now. They wore plain clothes, worshiped in plain
churches, and sung old-fashioned hymns. They talked
and acted like some old pilgrims, who were looking for
a better country ; and they insisted to the very last that
they were going to a city where there iz no night.  And
it 1s my deliberate opinion that the vast majority of
them died with a bright hope of future immortality,
and will at last go just where they said they were going.
But they are nearly all out of the way now, and the
people have a mind to try a different route. Yes, in-
deed. We can have fine churches, cushioned seats,
costly carpets, a fashionable preacher, and have all our
singing done to order. Why, in some of our modern
churches the majority of the choir are not even mem-
bers of the church ; and they do sing so sweetly, so
perfectly and delightfully. The music rolls over the
heads of the congregation like the sound of many waters,
Not a word can be understood ; but the sound is glori-
ous. Sometimes one sings all alone for a little while,
then two, and pretty soon the whole choir will chime
in, until the house is filled with the most transporting
sounds. Now, if this is not singing with the spiris,
and with the understanding also, then what is it ? that
is the question.

The religion of Christ is pure, peaceable, gentle, easy
to be entreated, and full of mercy. All Christians are
baptized with one spirit, into one body. They mind
not high things, but condescend to men of low estate.
Their highest ambition is to honor God with all they
have and are. They are not puffed up nor conformed
to this world, but transformed by the renewing of their
minds. There is no such thing, in heaven or on earth,
:gs a proud Christian ; there never was, and never can

e.
he is managing it most successfully in destroying souls.
But who is to blame for this state of things in the
church ?  First and mostly, the pulpit is to blame.
Men who profess to be called of God to lead the people
to heaven, have ceased to rebuke this soul-destroying,
heaven-provoking spirit. But why ? First for a liv-
ing, then for popularity. Esau sold his birthright for
a mess of pottage. This was a costly morsel for him.
But now men sell out ¢ cheap, for cash or produce.”
Churches that were once powerful for good, are now
well-nigh lost in forms and fashions. We may shut
our eyes, and wink and whine, and ery, “old fogy,”
and ‘ grandfather,” and “ Moses and Aaron,” and all
that ; but the fact is before us—pride, fashion, and
extravagance are eating the very life out of many of
the heretofore best congregations in the land. The
world is running crazy. The rich lead the way, because
they can, while the poor strain every nerve to keep in
sight ; and the devil laughs to see them rush on.
Pride thrust Nebuchadnezzar out of men's society,
Saul out of his kingdom, Adam out of Paradise, and
Lucifer out of heaven. And it will shut many more
out of heaven, who are now prominent in the church.
Neither death nor the grave will change the moral
character of any one. The same spirit that controlled
in life will cling to the soul in death, and enter with it
into eternity. The angels of God would shrink from
the society of many a fashionable Christian of this day.
A few such persons in heaven would ruin everything.
Among the first things they would propose would be a
change of fashion. Those pure white robes, that the
saints are to wear, would not suit their taste at all.

Our fathers |

Pride is of the devil—it originated with him ; and |

In life they care but little about Christ and spiritual
things, and they would care no more for them in heaven
than they do on earth. If there were two heavens,
one where Jesus is ail and in all, and the other with a
Paris in it, I presume the road to the Paris heaven
would be crowded with fashionable Christians. ¢ Ma,”
said a little girl, ¢ if I die and go to heaven, should I
wear my moire antique dress?” ¢« No, my love, we
can scarcely suppose we shall wear the attire of this
world in the next,” ¢ Then tell me, ma, how the
angels would know I belonged to the best society ?”
In the views of that little girl, we see illustrated the
spirit of many a would-be Christian of this day. “Tf
ye then be risen with Christ, seek those thiugs which
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of
God. Set your affections on things above, not on
things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ in God.”—7rart by Bishop Weaver,
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UNRETURNING.

NEVER to the bow that bends
Comes the arrow that it sends ;
Spent in space, its airy flight
Vanishes like lost delight.

When with rapid aim it sprang
From the bowspring’s shivering twang,
Straight to brain or heart it fled,
Once for all its course was sped.
No wild wail upon its track

Brings the barb of vengeance back.
Hold thy hand before it go,

Pause beside the bended how;
Hurtled once across the plain,

No spent, arrow comes again.

Never comes the chance that passed,
That one moment was its last,
Though thy life upon it hung,
Though thy death beneath it swung.
1f thy future all the way

Now in darkness goes astray,

When the instant born of fate
Passes through the golden gate,
When the hour, but not the man,
Comes and goes from Nature's plan,
Never more its countenance

Beams upon thy slow advance.
Never more that time shull be
Burden-bearer unto thee;

Weep and search o’er land and main,
Lost chance never comes again,

Never shall thy spoken word

Be again nnsaid, unheard,

Well its work the utterance wrought ;
Woe or weal, whate’er it brought,
Oace far all the rune is read,

Once for all the judgment said.
Though it pierced a poisoned spear
Through the soul thou holdest dear,
Though it quiver fierce and deep,
Through some stainless spirit’s sleep,
Tdle, vain, the flying sting

That a passing rage might bring.
Speech shall give it fangs of steel,
Utterance all its barb reveal.

Give thy tears of blood and fire,
Pray with pangs of mad desire ;
Offer life, and soul. and all,
That one sentence to recall ;
Wrestle with its fatal wrath,
Chase with flving feet its path ;
Rue it all thy lingering days,
Hide it deep with love and praise;
Once for all thy word is sped,
None invade it but, the dead.
Alt thy travail will be vain—
Spoken words come not again.

—Rose Terry Cook.
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THE UNWRITTEN LAW.

W, B. HILL,

Maxy are the devices of men in these days, to evade
the good, holy, and perfect law of God. One of the
latest of these is, that Christians are free from God’s
written law, but that they have an unwritten law in
their hearts which they are bound to obey. This means
that they must follow the dictates of their own hearts,
rather than God’s written word. Such, indeed, has
been the practice of poor fallen men ever since sin
entered the world !

God tells us that the heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked. Rather a poor guide!
Yet we have lately heard it preached that the law of
God, which he wrote with his own finger, is dead, and
taken out of the way; and that we are now to be
guided by our own hearts. Qur hearts are to tell us
when we commit sin. Paul says in Rom. 8 : 20, « By
the law is the knowledge of sin.” But things have
changed since Paul’s day, and now we have it, * The
law is dead, and by our own hearts is the knowledge
of sin.”  What a difference! 1 could scarcely have
believed such doctrine was preached, had I not heard it
myself. Why is it that men will thus lightly cast
away the law of the Lord of hosts ? (See Isa, 5 :24.)

Why is it that men will persist in calling God’s r'g"t-
eous precepts a yoke of bondage ? T know of only
one sufficient reason. It is given in Rom. 8 : 7, ** Be-
cause the carnal mind is enmity against God ; for i is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can b .”
When a man is converted, this enmiry is taken ou of
his heart, and he can say with David, « The statates of
the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart” (Ps. 19 : 8).
or with Paul, ¢ T delight in the law of God after tue
inward man.” Rom, 7:22.

Years ago professors of religion were nearly nil
agreed that the ten commandments were the law .t~
God, and even at the present time the law of G-I
finds a place in the creeds of the orthodox churches:
but they are fast drifting away from the old landmark .
Why is it that ministers will to-day preach that th.
ten commandments, being a yoke of bondage, are
abolished, in direct contradiction to the tenets of their
own churches ?

Tt must be they find something in the law of Gl
which does not harmonize with their own practices,—
something they do not love! And this stumbling-
block is manifestly the fourth commandment, which
says, “ The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God.” The rest of the law is all right, but in this
commandment is where the difficulty lies.  They finl
that their teaching and practice do not harmonize with
the commandment. Instead of hringing themselves
into harmony with the divine precept, they rise up in
rebellion against it, and propose to rid themselves of
such an obnoxious requirement ; but they find that
the fouwith commandment is so entrenched in the
bosom of God’s moral law that if it is abolished, the
rest must also be abolished, So all at once the dis-
covery is made that the whole thing is a yoke of bond-
age, and is abolished ; and we are now to follow an
unwritten law, which is in our hearts. This, no doubt,
is a short and agreeable way of disposing of this trouble-
some Sabbath question; but, after all, perhaps we would
do well to be careful how we forsake God’s word to
trust in our own hearts. God has said, « He that
trusteth in his own heart is a fool.” Prov. 28 :26.
Again he says, * The wise in heart will receive com-
mandments ; but a prating fool shall fall.”

The commandments will not fail. ¢ All his command-
ments are sure. They stand jfast forever and ever,
and are done in truth and uprightness.” Ps. 111:7.
The commandments will stand firm as a rock ; it is
only the one that prates against them that shall fall.
Tt is well to have a care how we connive against the
law of God. Tt will not harm God nor his law, but it
will hurt us.

The Lord has great regard for his word. The
psalmist says, ¢ For thou hast magnified thy word
above all thy name.” How sacred the Lord’s word must
be in his sight. The Saviour says, *Man shall not
live by bread alane, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God.” Did the law of God pro-
ceed out of his mouth ? All must answer, Yes. Then
if we believe Jesus Christ, we must live by it. Do
those live by it who teach that it is abolished and done
away ? See how the Lord guards his word : * Add
thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou
be found a liar.” In Rev. 22 :18, 19, a fearful de-
nunciation i¢ pronounced against those who shall add
to or take away from the words of God. How, then,
will it stand with those who beldly cast away the pre-
cepts of Jehovah ? The Saviour, when on earth, gave
ns an example of how he viewed such teaching. He

{said to the Pharisees, ““ Full well ye reject the com-

mandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradi-
tion.” Mark 7:9. He called them hypocrites for so
doing. Verse 6. And if he called the ancient Phari-
sees hypocrites for rejecting one of the ten command-
ments, what will he call the modern Pharisees, who
seruple not to reject the whole ten, that they may be
free to keep the Sunday instead of the Sabbath of the
commandment.

As time passes, we see more and more significance
in the words of the third angel of Rev. 14 : 12 : “ Hore
is the patience of the saints ; here are they that keep
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.”
We see the professed people of God rapidly arraying
themselves against God’s commandments; and when
the Lord shall come, he will find the world divided into
commandment-keepers and commandment-breakers.
“ And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went
to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Christ.”

—_— —

I nave found nothing yet which requires more
courage and independence than to rise a little but
decidedly above the parof the religious world around us.
Surely, the way in which we commonly goonis not the
way of self-denial and sacrifice and cross-bearing which
the New Testament talks of —Dr. J. W. Alewander,
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HOW DIAMONDS ARE STOLEN.

R. 8. ANTHONY.

In the early days of diamond mining in South
Afriea, great loss was realized by mine owners through
the immense quantity of diamonds which was stolen by
the diggers. More stones were stolen than were
turned over to the legitimate owners.

On account of this serious trouble, which threatened
to bankrupt the mine owners, very rigid, and almost
unjust, laws were enforced. These laws are still
obligatory.  Any person found in possession of an
unregistered diamond, is sabject to imprisonnient for
not less than five years, and oftener eight years, A
very heavy fine is also liable to be attached.

All diamonds found in the vicinity of the Diamond
Fields, are, according to the present law, the property
of the mine owners, Only five per cent of the value of
any diamonds found outside of the mines is allowed to
the finder. That is, suppose when strolling in the field,
along the road, or elsewhere, you chance to discover a
diamond ; in order to comply with the law, you must
either hasten quickly to the proper authorities, and
reveal the fact of your finding the stone, under what
circumstances, where, etc., or pass the law by unheeded,
Should you take the former course, you endanger your
safety ; for before reaching the authorities, you may
be accosted with the inquiry, ¢ Have you any diamonds
on your person, siv?” and perhaps the vesult will be
imprisonment for five or eight years. Should you b2
successful in making your hazardous trip, you are only
awarded five per cent of the value of the stone.
The man who leaves the diamond as he feund it is
considered the most sensible. It is a great tempta-
tion, but the writer knows of some who withstood it.

Cases are known to have occurred in which innocent
persons have been found in possession of one or more
diamonds, but were wholly ignorant of the fact.
Some one, through envy or spite, had put the stones
in the pocket of the unfortunate individual, and
then reported that such a person was illicitly buying
diamonds, and had stones in his possession. This is
called ‘“ trapping.” It is alwost useless for the victim
to plead innocence, as it is impossible for liim to prove
how he came in possession of the stones. He is
therefore obliged to abide the consegnence, which, with
few exceptions, is imprisonment with hard labor for
five or more years, It is stated, by good authority,
that at the present time some innocent victims are
.gerving a term in the Cape Government prison. In
this respect the law is defective.

But those who are employed in the mines attempt,
and very often succeed, in concealing diamonds, As
every workman, but more especially the native man,
is thoroughly searched at the cluse of his day’s labor,
much skill is required in order successfully to hide a
stone. There i3 no opportunity te conceal diawonds
in the clothing, as every article of apparel is leit in the
¢ Searching Office,” and other clothing is worn during
the stay in the mine.

You wonder how it can be accomplished then. One
of the many devices employed, and the most common,
is that of swallowing diamonds. This is, however, a
dangerous method physically, as the following incident
shows. A short time since,a Kaffir who was in the
employ of the «“ Kimberley Mine,” was taken seriously
ill. Medieal aid was called, but nothing, it seemed,
could be done to relieve the poor sufferer, and death
ensued. A post mortem examination revealed the fact
that death was caused by a deposit of diamonds found in
the man’s stomach! This man’s sad fate has not
checked this method of concealment, however, for it is
at the present time practiced.

Another place of concealment is the nose. Some
seclude small stones under the eyelids.  Others actually
cut holes in different parts of the body, and insert
diamonds.

Parties who buy stones of such persons are termed
«1. D. B’s.,,” which signifies Illicit Diamond Buyers.
A large force of detectives are constantly on the ont-
look for these 1. 1D, B’s., but in spite of the severe laws,
the strong detective force, and the great risk imiplied,
thousands of pounds’ worth of diamohds are stolen
yearly.

How men will hazard their lives for such things,
but care not to make any effort to obtain « true riches”!
How eagerly they search for the hidden gem! Denials,
deprivations, inconveniences, are counted nothing, and
all for what 7—Only that they may become rich in this
world’s goods, which, like the morning dew, endure but
for a moment. Oh, that the hidden treasures in the
word of God were thus sought for! “ What shall it
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul 77

South Africa.

@imely Topics,

Tur Emprror or Germany’s Visirine Trip.—
Emperor William has a way of his own, as is evidenced
by the way in which he is lovking his’ neighbors over.
Some time sinee, he aunounced his intention of giving
the king of Italy a friendly call. Pope Leo XIII. felt
very much shocked that lie should contemplate such a
thing, and protested, when it was thought by many
that the Iimperor would change his mind and “go to
Canossa ™ instead. DBut the telegraph informs us that
he has been basking in the sunshine of Ttaly, a guest of
King Humbert, and receiving a most brilliant reception
from the people at Rome.

Meantime he pays a visit to the Vatican, and gives,
it is said, to the venerable pope some jfutherly advice
about abandoning his claims to temporal sovereignty.
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Tuw revenue returns of Victoria for the year ending
Sept. 30, 1888, show some interesting items, some of
them, however, not at all gratifying to those who have
the good of the people at heart. The revenue derived
from ardent spirits was £641,915 ; from wine, £50,841;
beer and cider, £49,081 ; tobacco and snuff, £220,480 ;
cigars, £52,695 ; and on spirits distilled in Victoria,
£69,395, Total revenue from intoxicating drinks for
the colony, 811,182 pounds sterling. Wae class in the
same baleful category £273,175, revenue from tobacco
and cigars, and we have the sum of 1,084,375 pounds.
When it is remembered that these official figures repre-
sent only the share which the.Government has in the
work of intemperance, and that this amount, together
with the cost of production and immense profits to the
dealers, must be paid by the consumer, we may have
some idea of the magnitude of the drink and tobacco
bill paid by the people of Victoria.

Another and sadder feature of the infernal business
is that the receipts from these sources for the year just
passed are £213,757 Bs, 2d. greater than for the year
before,

—_— et

Tur average individual who watclies the progress of
the Panama Canal with interest will be in danger of
being considerably bewildered by the reports which
come to us concerning the enterprise, The Age's
London Letter, under date of August. 17, says that

*The FEngincering  News states that, from a careful
analysis of the work to be done, it will require not less
than from £90,000,000 to £100,000,000 sterling to
complete the canal. This will increase the capital on
wirich interest is to be paid to about £170,000,000.
The interest on this will be £10,000,000 a year. The
highest estimate of the revenue from the traffic made
by M. de Lesseps himself is £4,500,000 a year, or
twice the revenue derived from the Suez Canal. Tt is
more likely to be a half or a quarter, and from this has
to be deducted . the cost of administration and main-

tenance, say £600,000,this being also M., de Lessep’s es-

timate. The clear revenue available for paying interest
is not likely to be more than £500,000, and there may
be nothing at all available for the purpose. . The pros-
pect of completing the canal is now more remote than
ever.” _

Under the date of Aug. 16, the Christian at Work
gives an extensive, illustrated account of the work.
And in another paragraph says, © At a meeting of the

-share-holders of the Panama Canal Company held at

Paris last week, M. de Lesseps promised, on behalf of
the directorate, that the canal would be finished in
1890. The report presented by M. de Lesseps was
approved amid cries of ¢ Vive de Lesseps.””

S S A——

Tue development of the phonograph by Edison is
being awalted with considerable interest by all classes.
Should that degree of perfection be attained which is
claimed for it by its inventor and [riends, a most re-
markable vevolution awaits the whole system of cor-
respondence.  Accounts of its exhibition seew to
justify all that is claimed for it. Not ouly are the
words of ordinary conversation distinetly recorded and
reproduced, but the modifications and intonations of
the voice are given with exactness. Music is repro-
duced in harmony as well as melody. The delicate
plates upon which the impressions are made, may be
mailed to any part of the world, may be used any
number of times, and may be filed away and preserved
indefinitely.  Speeches, court proceedings, testimony,
contracts,concerts, and everything that interests the ear,
occurring in any part of the world, may thus be repro-
duced in any other part of the world just asit first
sounded upon the ear.

But we need not indulge in speculations. It is folly
to predict what will be done, or to limit what may be

brought out in the future. We are living in that time
of which the angel said to the prophet, ** Many shall
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”
The first of the series of great events which have
marked this time are within the memories of those
living. 1If these mighty strides of invention and ad-
vancement shall continue a few years longer, no one
can predict where they will bring us. But as surely
as this is the time spoken of by the angel, so surely it
is “the time of the end.”

+——t
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Tur DisscrEEMENT oF Docrors.—The controversy
between Sir Morell Mackenzie, the English specialist,
who had principal charge of the late Wmperor Fred-
erick’s case, and the German physicians engaged upon
the same case, is assuming phases and prominence
which border on the scandalous. What the end will
be no one can predict. Doctor Mackenzie has replied
to the charges made by his German brethren by the
publication of a journal of the case, in which he charges
that the life of the Emperor was very much shortened
by the coarse bungling of those German tinkers.
Dr. Bergman, one of the German doctors interested,
has replied to these assertions in no gentle terms. He
emphatically declares that Dr. Mackenzie is a liar, and
that his ignorance of the case prevented the others from
making a timely operation. And it is reported he has
instituted proceedings for libel. Once in the courts,
and the case will be sure to lose none of its interest
to the scandal-loving world.

Doctors have disagreed before; but the prominence
of these men in the medical world, the respect to which
hitherto they have beeu justly entitled, and the eminent
character of the unfortunate patient, all add to the de-
plorable nature of this controversy. But the tongue
of rumor does not confine its insinuations to the
doctors.  Royal names, family dignities, and personal
feelings contribute sharpness and bitterness to the
struggle.  And if national councils escape the malign
influences which proceed from such a lamentable strife,
it will be fortunate for both empires. Whether the
sufferings of the beloved Emperor were shortened by
ignorance or knavery, and to just what extent the
personal acrimony of the physicians prevented the
successful treatment of the disease, a higher tribunal
than earthly courts will have to determine before the
minds of all will be satisfied. But to the average
onlooker, it seems an infinite pity that the peril and
sufferings of o noble a man as Frederick 1L, should
be made an occasion for the display of so much of the
spirit of venom.and vituperation, both about his dying
couch and over his peaceful grave,

.
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Tug Lavsera ConrerunNce AND Suxvay OssErv-
axcu.—The bishops of the Anglican Church at their
late council sent out a letter to all their churches which
contained the following clause :—

“'The due observance of Sunday as a day of rest, of worship,
and of religious teaching has a direct bearing on the moral well~
being of the Christian community. We have observed of late a
growing laxity which threatens to impair its sacred character,
We strongly deprecate this tendency. We callupon the leisurcly
classes not selfishly to withdraw from others the opportunities
of rest and of religion. We call upon master and employer
jealously to guard the privileges of the servant and the workimnan,
In ‘the Lord's day ' we have a priceless heritage. Whoever mis-
usés it incurs a terrible responsibility.”

There is nothing extraordinary about this clause, and
we have only chosen it because it represents a strong
sentiment which is taking possession of the minds of

| ecclesiastic bodies generally, and this shows that this

congervative church shares the prevailing impulse,
The bishops have noticed “a growing laxity ” in re-
gard to Sunday observance. Anybody can observe
that the Sunday institution is tottering upon its talse
and flimsy foundations. And why? For more than
one reason. Butb one reason is that the nature of its
obligation begins to be wunderstood by the masses.
People are beginning to inquire, Where is the sacred
authority for first-day observance ? They soon dis-
cover that there is absolutely none, Sunday observ-
ance has become associated in the minds of many
people with sacred things, and these influences deter
thousands from following their honest convictions and
embracing the true Sabbath. But the power of asso-
ciation is not sufficient to hold people long to the rigid
observance of what they discover to be unworthy of
their respect. Hence there appears “a growing
laxity.” It will continue to grow, and already the
popular churches are calling for the use of other means
to persuade to the observance of Sunday. More and
more rarely do they appeal to the word of God., The
fourth commandment, which says, «“ The seventh day
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God,” is an unanswer-
able rebuke to those who substitute Sunday worship.
There is another source to which they can look for
authority, and that is to our civil law-making bodies.
And the clamor for stringent Sunday laws begins to
be heard in the length and breaduh of the land.
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The Fome Givcle,

UNQUESTIONING.

DiNGY and old the room,

Dark with the winter’s gloom ;
Like a dusty vail, by tairies flung,
Over the windows the cobwebs hung,

And the dust lay everywhere.

Litter covered the fioor,
Smoke the low walls o’er,
And over the work-bench, brown and old,
A toiler bent, while the long hours tolled,
And from *“sun to sun” wrought on.

“ What mak’st thou, friend 1" I said.
Then raised the grayv, old head :

“1 cannot tell ; for these delicate things

From the inner room the master brings,
And I polish them one by one.

“T groove each part with care,
I make each corner square
For the master’s hand,” “But wish you not to know
Their future guise,” T asked, “and where they go!”
“ Nay, "twere folly so,” he said.

“ But,” I queried again,
“ Have you no wish that men
May tell afar of your delicate skill?”
“ Nay, I toil but to do my master’s will,”
And he smiled with a radiance rare.

Oh, lesson rare for me,
Toiling unceasingly,
Yet crying oft, with impatience sore,
Becanse my work ne’er cometh to more
Than pieces of what 1 would |

But if my Master shall tenderly take
My humble tasks,
Bidding them at last
Into fair proportions grow,
Because they were wrought for his dear sake,
Il be content to have it so,
—Clara J. Denton, in N. Y, Clarclhman.,

——————— - ————
A TRUE KNIGHT.

- “Tuxr next topic in our lesson to-day is chivalry,”
said Mr. Professor, in the history class, taking a look
through his glasses at Thomas Trowbridge, as he rose
to recite.

Tom Trowbridge never made a poor recitation ; he
was the best student at the Rexford Academy. Yet
Tom was known in school as the « great bear,” ou ac-
count of his having the fewest polite manners of any
boy in the Academy.

He began to recite the lesson as follows, in a busi-
ness-like way :—

“ Chivalry formed a marked feature of the Kuropean
civilization in the Middle Ages. A true knight of the
Middle Ages was a man trained to the use of arms;
ideally courteous, brave, and generous, he was a
secular saint. A young knight was initiated in the
following way : After enduring a severe fast and re-
ceiving the sacrament, he repaired, clothed in white, to
the church or hall where the ceremony took place, and
knelt before the presiding knight. who gave him the
accolade,—three strokes with the flat of the sword, ac-
companied by the words, ¢ In the name of God, St.
George, and St. Michael, [ make thee a knight! Be
valiant, courteous, and loyal !’ ”

“That is sufficient,” observed the professor ; ¢ the
class is dismissed.”

Miss Warne, the assistant teacher, locked her desk
that night at the close of school, and rose, with a sigh,
to leave the school-room after a day unusually trying.
Tom Trowbridge had remained in the room to finish
his next day's Latin translations, and he cbanced to
be leaving at the same time with Miss Warne, and
reached the door a little before her. He stalked out in
front of the lady, and let the heavy door go to with a
bang which set all her tired nerves jangling.

“That boy is always doing something rude!” she
exclaimed, giving way at last to the irritability against
which she, all day, had been striving.

When Thomas had left the Academy yard, he soon
met a plain-looking gray listle woman, who had served
in his home as a seamstress, and who, in Thomas's
childhood days, had done him many a kindness. The
little seamstress’s features lightened when she saw him,
for ajlandﬁhake and a word with my * young gentle-
man.

“H'do?” grunted Thomas, tramping past her with
a stolid expression which sent the seamstress on her
way with a sorrowful countenance, and doubtless with
the sad reflection that the young forget very soon, and
that the world is rather a dismal place for a poor sew-
ing woman to grow old in.

The next person Tom met was Judge Harwood.
After going through college, Tom expeeted to read law

with Judge Harwood, and to become a fine lawyer, and
some day (who knew 7) perhaps ajudge himself.

Just as Thomas reached home, he chanced to stumble
over a brick lying loose on the sidewalk. He picked
up the brick with the best of intentions, and flung it
aside, but, nunluckily, it fell in a mud-puddle, and sent a
large splash of muddy water over his sister, who stood
at the gate. Tom really was sorry for the accident,
and a hearty apology from him offered at once to his
little sister would have made all right. But Thomas,
instead, pushed ungraciously by her, and entered the
house. [Essie ran after him into the vestibule.

“You mean thing !” she screamed in a passion ;
and, snatching off one of her overshoes, she put the
muddy print of it on her brother’s overcoat, then van-
ished as the professor entered, who, unknown to Thomas,
had been behind him ag he left the school-room, and all
the way home.  The professor was Uncle Fdward to
Thomas and Tssie, when off duty at the Rexford
Academy.

“Tom,” said his uncle, a few minutes later, « the
chivalry of the Middle Ages was, at least, a noble ideal.”

“Very good for the time, sir,”” answered Thomas,
yawning, with both hands in his trousers’ pockets.

“T should like to see the ideal revived,” spoke Tom’s
uncle, leaning back in his arm-chair.

¢ The day for that sort of thing has gone by,” said
Thomas, wisely.

“ 8o I see,” said the professor, dryly.

¢ This is a practical age, sir,” spoke Thomas ; ‘“ men,
nowadays, have something else to do than to study fine
manpers.” :

“Tom,” said his uncle, ¢ will you do me the favor
to turn to the first epistle of Peter, at the third chapter
and latter part of the eighth verse ?”

Tom took a Bible from the library table, and did as
requested. '

Now what does it say there I’ asked his uncle.

“ <« TLove as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous,” ” Tom
soberly read aloud.

“ ¢ Be courteons,
is a plain direction.
you, Thomas?”

« It is, sir,” Tom acknowledged, coloring,—who had
vowed in open Christian profession, afew weeks before,
to take the Seriptures of the Old and New Testaments
as his infallible rule of conduet.

“Tom,” said his uncle, ¢ the world has advanced
since the Middle Ages, and civil law has succeeded
chivalry as the champion of the rights of liberty and
property in human society ; but there is still a eclass
of human rights which the ecivil law  does
not cover, but which religion and human nature
itself declare to be valid and inviolable—I mean
the right of all persons to civil and courteous
treatment from others, in the common intarcourse of
life. The actions involved may be trifling—such as
holding a door open, such as stopping and giving one’s
hand in the street, such as making a decent and
gracious apology where an apology is owed ; but since
human happiness depends very largely upon the pay-
ment of these small obligations, and since the ¢ pursuit
of happiness ’is counted only nextto ¢ life and liberty,’
it follows that any person who wilfully withholds a debt
of courtesy, is guilty of an act of oppression.  Tom,
within the last half hour, to my knowledge, you have
1nade three persons miserable, just by the wantof alittle
real courtesy.”

Tom muttered
amenities to more
people.

“ Ah, Tom,” said his uncle, it is eary enough to
plead natural temperament as an excuse for ungracious
manners ; but the real eause, in niun cises out of ten,
is an overbearing spirit.  You thought you could al-
ford to be rude to an academy nnder-teacher, of whom
you are independent, and to whom, [ presume, you con-
sider yourself to be quite snperior in intellect ; and to
be rude to a good old friend of yours, because she is
only a seamstress ; and to Essie,” the professor gravely
continued, ‘“ because she is—only your little sister. I
saw you give your townsman, Judge Harwood, a very
courieous salute.  The boy (or man either) who, just
because he can do it, will trample on any one’s claims
to courtesy, is—a bully,” the professor concluded.

After a pause he resumed.

“ What to the knights of the feudal ages—sad sinners as
we know they were, for the most part—wasonly a beauti-
ful ideal, it is laid upon every Christian soldier to make
a living reality ; for the only true knights-errant that
ever have been, or ever can be, are the good soldiers
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let me mention a few of
the rules for fine manners laid down in the New Tes-
tament : < Put on kindness.” ‘But I say to every
man not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think.” ¢ Let each esteem other better than
themselves.” ¢ Mind not high things, but condescend to
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the professor repeated. ¢ That
Do you think it is binding on

about
and

something

leaving the
« soulful ”

demonstrative

men of low estate” ¢ Whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, [or gra-
eious, as it reads in the margin]if there be any virtue,
and if there be any praise, think on these things.’ ‘Asa
man thinketh in his heart, so is he, Thomas ; so it
must be impossible for any one to be humble and
kindly, and lovely in his thoughts, and a bear in his
ountward behaviour. You say that men, in this prac-
tical age, have not the time to study fine manners
but those who have not time to study and to practice
these rules T have mentioned, have not the time to be
Christians.

“I would suggest,” the professor added, with a
twinkle in his eye, “ that a damsel in this very neigh-
borhood, lately carried off by a raging giant, is now
held in durance sullen, and waits to be set at liberty
by the prowess of her own true knight.”

To confirm the professor’s statement, Tom’s sister
flirted into the library, with red eyes, anddark, vindic-
tive looks in her brother’s direction,

Tom silently closed with his own surliness—for
a good knight must slay his own dragon, as every
one knows, before attempting to slay that of his
neighbor—then came forward in the beautiful, winning
way, which could make him the most charwing of
brothers, and broke a lance so gracefully with the
giant of anger which had captured Iissie, that she
broke from his clutches laughing. As she left the
room quite happy, and Tom stood with the tingling
blood in his face, the professor arose and saluted him,

“ Good, sir knight,” he said, * he that ruleth his
spirit is better than he that taketh a city.”—Helen B.
Williams.
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FAULT-FINDING.

Oxe of the easiest things in the world to dois to
find fault, and in no place are there so many opportu-
nities for indulging in this kind of work as in the home.
There are so many little things occurring among its
inmates, where there is a family of any size, such as
the misplacing of a garment, leaving a door ajar,
uttering a thoughtless word, in fact, a great many
trivial things that to people inclined to find fanlt will
give plenty of excuse. It is a disagreeable thing to
find fault any way, to most people ; yet there are some

‘who seem to like to do it simply for the sake of finding

fault. These people do not mean to be chronie fault-
finders, and it never occurs to them that they are.
They would not for the world be thought disagreeable,
and but for this one trait, would generally be very
pleasant companions. They did not acquire this habit
at once ; any of their friends will tell you that there
was a time when they were not so ; but they began by
noticing every little failing or supposed failing among
their acquaintances, and the habit grew with them,
until it appeared a part of their nature to notice and
condemn every little fault, supposed or real. They
are very far from being perfect themselves ; in fact,
they think so much about other people’s imperfections
that they have very little time to attend to their own.
They would be grieved and hurt should their friends
retaliate by noticing every little eccentricity of theirs ;
but, perhaps, had their friends the courage to do so, it
might open their eyes to the unpleasantness of fault-
finding. It certainly would be a disagreeable duty, if
duty it might be called, and few people. would care to
do it, unless of 'the same stamp as the fault-finders, in
which case it would do very little good.—Sel.
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THE LIGHT BEYOND.

AUGUSTA W. HEALD,

Ix our sunny living-room there is a simple shadow
picture cut irom white paper and fastened to the
window-shade. At evening when the lamp is within
the room the picture is perfectly meaningless, but
when daylight shines through there is revealed a
lovely head of « St. John asleep on a pillow.” Every
one does not discern this immediately. Sometimes a
friend says, “ I have often wondered what that is in
your window.” We reply, ¢ There is a pretty picture
there, if you can discover it.” Then upon a closer
examination some will very soon see it, while others
say, “I do not see any picture; it is only a queer-
looking piece of paper.. Is it some kind of an animal?
Is it an elephant?” And so puzzled will they become
that I point to the outline of the head and shoulders,
to the forehead, eyes, and nose, and say, “ Now look
through it to the light outside.” Some look in vain
for a time, when suddenly the picture flashes upon
them, and they exclaim all in a breath, * Oh, I see it
now! I ecan’t help seeing; it is just as plain as day.
Oh, why didn’t L see it before 7 ”
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Thus it is with the truths of God’s word. It is
needful to study every passage of Scripture attentively,
‘and to make use of all the light we can obtain from
the wisdom and experience of others ; but after all our
study, the truth is not clear, and we are in doubt ; the
light is all on this side. But when the Holy Spirit
enlightens the understanding, and the light from
beyond shines through, we see—we cannot help seeing
—and wonder at our former blindness.

We read, « The prophecy came not at any time by
the will of man ; but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Pet. 1:21,
margin. And again we read the words of Jesus,
“ Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guide you tnto all truth.” John 16 : 13.

How important, then, that we have the Holy Spirit’s
gnidance whenever we contemplate the sacred page!
and how blessed it is to know that we may receive it
as a free gift from our dear Father in heaven! <If ye
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your children ; how much more shall your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”
Luke 11 : 18,

- ——4
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WHY SAD?

Unsprr the heading,  From the Shadow into the
Light,” the Golden Gate, a Spiritualist paper, says :—

« The sad news reaches us from St. Cloud, Minne-
sota, of the transition to the higher life of the writer’s
elder brother.” ) }

Now we should like to know why that writer should
call that sad news which announces that his brother
liag gone from the shadow into the light ? - Is this
writer sorry that his brother has gone into the light?
Would he have him always remain in the shadow?
Would this writer count it sad pews if he were in-
formed that his brother had had a transition from the
sphere of a common citizen to the higher sphere of a
Senator or President of the United States? Assuredly
not. Then why does he call it sad news when it is
announced to him that his brother has made the transi-
tion to the higher life, which, according to the doctrine
of the Golden Gate—Spiritualist—is as much wore
excellent than to be a Senator or President as eternity
is greater than time 7 If this Spiritualistic transition
to the higher life, and from the shadow into the light,
is such a glorious thing as the Spiritualists try to make
out, then it seems to us one of the queerest things
about the phenomena of Spiritualism that they should
be sorry when it happens to one of their friends, and
sad when they get the news. The truth of the whole
matter is that human nature is stronger thau all their
finely-spun theories. And the very consciousness of
every human soul bears witness that death is an enemy,
however it may be dressed in the fine-flowing robes of
rhetoric, to be passed off as a friend.—Signs of the
Times.
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CLEANSETH FROM SIN.

Ax old blind man, who was very ill, was taken to a
hospital in London to die. He had a litsle grand-
daughter, who used to go in every day to read the
Bible to him. One day she was reading the first
chapter of the first epistle of St. John. Presently she
came to these beautiful words, and read them out, « The
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin.” .

On hearing this verse read, the old man raised him-
self in his bed, and said to his little granddaughtber with
great earnestness, *“ Is that there, my dear

«Yes, graridpa.”

¢« Then read it again. I never heard such blessed
words before.” .

She read the verse again, ““ The blood of Jesus Chris
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”

«You are quite sure those words are there ?”

« Yes, quite sure, grandpa.”

¢« Then take my hand and lay my finger on that
wonderful verse. I cannot seeit, but I want to feel
it,”

So she took the old blind man’s hand, and placed
his bony finger on the verse, when he said, « Now read
it to me again.”

With a soft, sweet voice she read, « The blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”

« You are quite sure these words are there.?”

“ Yes, grandpa, quite sure.”

¢« Then if any one should ask you how I died, say I
died in the faith of these words, ¢ The blood of Jesus

Shrist his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” "—Sel.

Ir royal courts justly demand royal court manners,
so childhood, with its more than royal possibilities,
justly demands manuers appropriate to the presence of
children.—Sunday-School Times.

Maelul and Guvions,

TuE largest empire in the world is that of Great
Britain, comprising 8,567,658 squaré miles—more than
a sixth part of the land of the globe, and embracing
under its rule nearly a sixth part of the population of
the world. In territorial extent the United States
ranks third, containing 8,581,243 square miles, includ-
ing Alaska. In population it ranks fourth, with its
60,000,000 of people. Russia ranks second, having
8,852,940 square miles.
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Amoxe the most remarkable natural echoes are that
of Eagle’s Nest on the banks of Killarney, in Treland,
which repeats a bugle call until it seems to be sounded
from a hundred instruments, and that on the- banks of
the Naha, between Bingen and Coblentz, which repeats
a sound seventeen times. The most remarkable artifi-
cial echo known is that in the castle of Simonetta,
about two miles from Milan. It is occasioned by the
existence of two parallel walls of considerable length.
1t repeats the report of a pistol sixty times.
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Tue new steamer, the City of New York, is an ocean
wonder. This ship, belonging to the EInman and Inter-
national Line, is the largest ocean steamer afloat. It
is 560 feet' long by 63 feet wide. Its tonnage is
10,500 gross, one-fourth more than either the Servia,
the City of Rome or the Etruria. Its saloons and
suites of apartments are of the largest, and are decora-
ted in the richest style. Baths of salt and fresh water
are provided without stint. Thereare five decks, which
comfortably accommodate 550 first, 300 intermediate,
and 600 steerage passengers. Omu a. pinch she total
number of passengers for whon accommodation yuay be
found is 1,700, making, with the crew, 2,000 souls, the
population of a fair-sized country town. The vessel is
so constructed that two of its fifteen watertight com-
partments might bedestroyed withoutseriously lessening
its floating capacity. A speed of twenty-three miles was
attained for a short distance on the trial trip. A sister
ship is still under construction on the Clyde.

—et—
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Tug Paris Figaro furniches some interesting data in
regard to the «Peter's Pence.” This source of income
for the papal court was originally an English idea, and
was at the start a voluntary tribute paid by the Eng-
lish kings to the pope. After the pope began to lose
his domains, the French began to contribute to his
needs by what they called the denier de St. Pierre, and
in France the greatest sums are yet collected for this
purpose. The French in general are very liberal in
their response to the appeals for help from Rome, and
since 1822 have given to the Propaganda Society alone
the sum of 220,000,000 franes. In the year 1887, of
6,648,000 francs contributed to this Society, France
alone sent 4,355,000, or wore than two-thirds of the
whole sum. In addition to these sums the regular
Peter’s pence is also collected. ~ Between 1860 and
1870 the papal income frowr this source was on the
average 7,117,000 annually. Just after 1870, for
reasons explained, this average rose for several years,
but then sank again, never, however, getting below six
million. Of the sum given last year, France furnished
over four million, while Italy, significantly enough, gave
only fitteen thousand ! Poor Ireland gave twenty times
as much as [taly, namely, 300,000 francs. There is
no special organization in France for collecting the
pence ; only that two collections are regularly taken
each year for this purpose. The Papal jubilee has been
a boon for his treasuries, the value of the presents
given being over one hundred million francs. The
expense of the papal court is about 7,000,000 ayear.
Figaro reports that the pope has informed his rela-
tives that of these gifts they can expect nothing, since
the valuables go into a museum or are presented to poor
churehes, while the ready money is laid aside to be used
on a rainy day. The pope, however, has given his
nephews the rank of nobility, and thus enabled them to
contract rich marriages.-—Sel.
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THE INVENTION OF THE SAW.

Traprrion has it that one Talus, having found the
jaw bone of a snake, employed it to cut through a piece
of wood, and formed an instrument like it, which we
call a saw. Saw mills were erected in Madeira in 1420,
In England these mills met with great oppesition, and
one erected in 1663 was forced to be abandoned. The
same opposition was made to printing when first intro-
duced generally, but both of these, as the thousand and
one other labur-saving devices, have proved a very
large factor in the forming of modern civilization, and
the inventors ave still hard at work.

The smallest circular saw in use is one used in
slitting gold pens. It is a dise about the size of a
five-cent piece, and has the thickness of orlinary paper.
Its velocity tends to keep it rigid enough for use, £000
revolutions a minute being the ordinaty rate of speed
for such diminutive saws.—Sel.
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THE RUSSIAN ARMY.

A CORRESPONDENT of an evening paper furnisbes
some interesting statistics of the military organization
of Russia, of which so little is known, but which will
unquestionably prove to be a most important factor in
the liuropean war of the future. The writer says :—

“ By the law anuary 18 y i Y v
to for;?cy years o?cg imilgel%aﬁ’e 1t8(17ﬁ;1£e1¥§afgrlzlelf‘\s}izg ;flzglmd mae!fl tl)sr

tantamount to saying that he may be called upon to serve for
twenty years.

“ During the fivst year of this law being in operation, in Furo-
pean Russia alone 693,700 recruits were enrolled. Thus it will be
seen that the aggregate number for even ten years, were it pos-
sible to keep the men together, and allowing for the average death-
rate during each year, would reach the enormous figuve of
6,000,000 men, or thereabouts ; and it is scarcely necessary to add
that it would be absolutely ruinous for any country to attempt
to place such a multitude on a war footing.”

This estimate merely indicates the possibilities of the
military strength of the country with its one hundred
millions of inhabitants, 1Itis even assumed that the
possible strength of the territorial militia in European
Russia to-lay is from eight to nine millions. But aside
fl:O'H} all assumption, and all possibilities and proba-
bilities, the present force of the Russian army is thus
stated :— ‘

- “ As a total, thercfore, taking the whole available force of the
first line of troops which Rassia could bring into the field within
a given time, we find an army of 3,037,000 men, together with
4,000 cannous and nearly half a million of troop and commissariat
horses. The majority of the rank and file are armed with the
needle-gun, but some regiments have been supplied with the re-
peating rifle.”

This force is composed of 880,000 men in active
service, commanded by 21,000 officers ; 1,800,000
reserve, with 36,000 officers ; and 300,000 Cossacks and
irregular troops. It would not be at all surprising if
a country holding in hand such an army, with an aver-
age annual enlistment of 100,000 men, and with such
vast, unknown resources, were allowed eventually tosettle
the Turkish question much after its own liking.—S., in
Present Truth.
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HINDU CHILD MARRIAGES.

It is essential for the honor of a Hindu family of
good caste, says a writer in a contemporary, that it
should contain no unmarried daughter of mature years.
The existence of such a daughter is not only a social
disgrace, but a religious crime. When, therefore, a
female infant is born, the first idea of her father’s mind
is not one of pleasure, nor perhaps of very active regret,
but simply how to find a husband for her, It is not
necessary that she should become a wife in our sense
of the word. It suffices that she should be given in
marriage, and go through the ceremony of the seven
steps, which completes the religivus rite. Aged
brahmans of good family still go about the country
marrying, tor a pecuniary consideration, female infants
whomn they sometimes never see again. Within the
memory of men still living, this abominahle practice
was a flourishing trade. A Kulin brahmin, perhaps
white-haired, half blind and decrepid, went the round
of his beat each spring, going through the ceremony
of marriage with such female infants as were offered,
and pocketing his fee, and perhaps never returning to
e child’s house. So long as he lived, she could marry
no other man ; when he died, she became a widow for
life. The Hindu child-widow is looked upon as a
thing apart and accursed, bearing the penalty in this
world for sins which she has committed in a past exist-
ence, Her hair is cut short, or her head is shaved
altogether ; she exchanges her pretty childish clothes
for the widow’s coarse and often squalid garment.
She is forbidden to take part in any village festival or
family gathering ; the very sight of her is regarded as
an ill omen. Her natural woman’s instincts are
starved into inanition by constant fasts, sometimes pro-
longed to seventy-two hours. Amid the genial and
bright-colored life of the Hindu family she flits about
disarrayed, silent, shunned, disfigured—in some parts
of India a hideously bald object—forbidden all joy and
hope. There are hundreds of thousands of widows in
India who have acquiesced in their cruel lot. They
accept with a pathetic faith and resignation the priestly
explanation which is given to them. Theyv penitently
believe that they are expiating sins committed in a
past life, and they humbly trust that their purifying
gorrows here will win a reward in the life to come,—
London Standard.
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CHARITY.

Ix ever a beautiful word has been misused and abused,
this one has. Etymologically, it means high esteem or
affection. It is defined to be, “That disposition of heart
which inclines men to think favorably of their fellow-
men, and to do them good; love; benevolence; gond-
will,”

is “love ; as the love of God to man.” And the Revised
Version recognizes this fact by always calling it “love.”

In the common use of the word, it has come to have
different meanings, more or less remote from the true.
The worst perversion of the term is in the way it is made
to apply to wrong principles or practices. And this
perversion claims for its authority a false interpretation of
those familiar words of Peter,  Charity shall cover the
multitude of sins.” It becowmes in the popular sense
little else than a hypocritical covering for that which is
evil ; a specious excuse for the wrong-doer, based upon
no valid reason whatever, except a supposed obligution-to
look with favor upon the motives and deeds of others, no
matter how erratic they may be. And he who fails to do
this exposes himself to the charge of being uncharitable,
narrow, and cynical.

Optimism sees good in everything. Charity is by
many supposed to go much farther by not only ignoring
the presence of evil, but transforming it into good
by a sugar-coating process by which people are in-
duced to swallow many a nauseons dose without con-
sidering its true nature. Iniquity ceases to be iniquity, if
some one says, ** He meant well.” Wrong practices arising
from erroneous doctrines cease to be wrong if a man is
only “honest.” Persistence in serving error and apposing
the truth must be covered with the elastic blanket of
this kind of charity, * because, you know, he is sincere.”

The same fuulty idea leads many who stand high in the
Christian churches to-day, to seek affiliation with the
Rowmish Church—a church whose soul and spirit consist of
the most abominable dogmas and wisleuding heresies,
whose characteristic tenets are opposed to God and his
plan of grace; a systein described by inspiration as
“antichrist,” *that man of sin,” a blasphemous “ beast,”
and “Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and
Abominations of the Earth ;" and identified by all Bible
students.

Her history reeks with the blood of martyrs and saints;
and her utterances, many of them, “speak great words
against the Most High” And while she yet pursues, as
far-as permitted to do so, the same policy, with no word
or sign of repentance for the past or reformation for the
future, there are plenty of Protestant apologists whose
“charity” is so ample as to cover all these sins and
deformities and give Catholicism a place in the front
ranks of evangelical Christian churches. A charity for
which they get no Catholic thanks, however.

But let us suppose that all this untempered daubing
succeeds ; differences of faith and practice are ignored,
crimes are ‘‘hushed up,” errors and sins in private life, or
in a denomination, are passed over in silence, or lightly
alluded to, and the wrong-doer is called well-disposed,
and made to think lightly of his offenses, what is the
result? Oh, a very pleasant time. Truth and error join
hands, sin becomes the profege of charity, it loses its
chiaracter and hideousness, while its seductive charmns are
enhanced, its victims are niultiplied, and it is left for the
Judgment of the great day to reveal the secret things.
The hand of God strips off the frail refuge of hypocrisy
called charity, and corruption and death meet the
astonished eyes of those wlio had flattered themselves
that all was fair.

[s this the work of charity ? Nuy, a thousand times!
What is the nature and office of this chiefest grace ? Let
the Scriptures tell : ¢ Charity shall cover the multitude of
sing,” 1 Peter 4:8. How it covers sin is shown in
James 5 :19,20 : “ Brethren, if any of youdo err from
the, truth, and one convert him, let lim know that he
which converteth the sinner from the error of his way
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a muléitude of
sins.” Any attempt upon our part to cover one sin in

In its use in the New Testament, it is invariably’
taken from the word vgapé, of which the only signification |

ourselves or in another, is a long step towards eternal
death. The only way sin can be successfully covered is
brought to view in the following : “ Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is cuvered. Blessed
is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity.”
Ps.82:1,2. “Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy
people ; thou hast covered all their ¢in.” Ps. 85:2, All
other covering is worse than vain. Charity, then, or Jove,
leads the sinner from his errors and sins, through repent-
ance and reformation, to the foot of the cross, to the
blood of Christ, and to the forgiving mercy of God,
Thus and thas only can the:dreadful nature of sin be
canceled, and its consequences averted. TLove for a
person or a church in error or transgression, will not lead
us to flatter them to destruction, nor to compromise our

own sense of right; but, true to our conscience, and

armed with the spirit of méekness, it will impel us to

seek their restoration. B

HOW DO WE KENOW WHICH DAY IS THE
) TRUE SEVENTH DAY?

I is not difficutt for indst“f)'eople to see that the seventh
day of the week is the Sabbath of the Lord when once
their attention is called to the fact. A careful search of
the Scriptures reveals that there is not un iota of evidence
to sustain the dogma of Sunday sacredness. A question
then arises in the mind of the inquirer after this manner :
Do we know that the day called Saturlay is the true
seventh day ? Others, perhaps with greater boldness and
less candor, assert that we. cannot know ; that time was
lost, ete. N co '

It may be that some of our readers are especially
interested in the points-suggested. The supposition that
time has been lost, if true, must rest upon the fact that
at some point in the past the thread of chronology has
been diopped, and never recovered. The loss of the
weekly cycle would involve necessarily the loss of the
knowledge of every definite period and date at the same
time, For, to preserve the accurate knowledge of the
annual ¢ycles, would require an ability to locate definitely
every inferior division of those years. No one could be
certain about the definite closing of any year while he
was confused as to the number of days which the year
contained. Hence the integrity of the records of the
past depends upon-this question. And if “time has been
lost,” then since that loss every date is unreliable, and all
history is at fault. .

When, we inquire,:did such a calamity huppen? In
the face of astronomy and numerous well-authenticated
records, it is absurd to attempt to locate this supposed
confusion this side of the famous era of Nubonassar,
This date, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 747 . ¢., was definitely
fixed as the beginning of the reign of the Babylonian
King Nubonassar by certain astronomical events which
are recorded by Ptoleiny as having transpired on that
day. Prior to that date, points in history are more or less
indefinite as to date, owing to the want of u distinct basis
from which to compute.

But it is not necessury for Bible students to go so far
back as that. We know that Christ and his apostles
observed the Sabbath. Luke says of the women who
ministered at Christ’s burial: “ And they returned, and
prepared spices and ointinents ; and rested the Sabbath
day according to the commandment.” Luke 23:56. Then
they rested on the seventh day, and the true seventh day
too. To deny this would be to impeach the truthfulness
of the New Testament and the knowledge of the
Saviour. Since that time tlere has been no difficulty in
determining definitely the number of years and days
which have passed. It is true that upon the adoptior of
the (rregorian calendar, in present use, in 1582, in order to
rectify a gradual displacemnent of the seasons, which had
taken place under the former or Julian calendar, ten days
were dedncted fromn the year by the order of Pope
Gregory. 'Thie 5th duy of October was called the 15th.
But this does not disturb our record in the least, nor
interfere with the recarrence of the days of the week, as
all can plainly see. It is silly to say that because ten
days were thus taken out of the year, the whole world
lost sight of the day of the week, and our historians have
been unable to extricate themselves from the confusion.

To answer all possible conjectures upon this question of
the preservation of the knowledge of definite time, it is
necessary to allude to but a few decisive facts. 1. Since
the early ceunturies of the present era both the seventh
and the first day of the week have been religiously
observed by professed Christians. Now is it possible
that an emergency could arise by which the knowledge of
the day should be totally and suddenly lost to each party

and to all of Christendom? We say suddenly lost,
because it is not possible to lose this knowledge by
degrees, a few minutes at a time. The idea is most pre-
posterous,

2. In the year A. ». 70, by the destruction of
Jerusalem, the Jews were scattered, and their existence
as a nation effectually destroyed. Ina miraculous manner
their identity as a peculiar people has been preserved,
though they have penetrated to every part of the world.
They have had no organization as a body and no special
communications between those living in different parts of
the globe. But it is a well-known fact that were a Jew
to be taken from Australia, one from Palestine, from
Englund, Portugal, America, and Africa, and brought
together, they would be found to be keeping the seventh
day, and this woull in every instance be Saturday.

3. It is a fact that the weekly period was known by
the earliest nations, und is expressed in the languages of
the remotest times and localities. It is stated in Cham-
ber's Encyeclopedia that the name of the Sabbath day was
anciently applied to Saturday,* and still continues to be
given by every nation but the English and its offshoots.”
This important fact is aubundantly sustained by a volum-
inous chart prepared by Wum. Jones, London, illustrating
the names which are given to the different days of the
week in nearly all the languages of IKurope, Asia, and
Africa. In this chart it appears that the last day of the
week is called Subbath, rest-day, or by some synonemous
title, in nearly every language except some branches of
the Saxon family,

This proves indubitably that the Sabbath is a primeval
institution existing before the separation of peoples and
languages ; and at the same time incorporated into the
habits and tongues which lie at the very foundation of
Liuman history. It proves also that since that early epoch
there has been no serious interruption in noting the weekly
p riod and preserving it in its original form.

The above considerations are each of them certuinly
sufficient to settle ull the cavils of the lost-time theorists
or dodgers, or any queries which may arise with others.
Their united testimony forms an insurmountable barrier
to skepticism, behind which the honest in heart may
securely rest. If anything else were needed, it would be
found in the testimony of astronomy, by whose light the
loss of a single second since 742 B, c. could readily be
detected ; and ia the fact that the saime Providence
which has preserved the Scriptures, and perpetuated the
distinct existence of the Jews with all their characteristics,
thraugh eighteen centuries, during which they have had no
liome, no commdn center, and no national existence, could
easily perpetuste the knowledge of that day which He
has blessed and called his own. And could guard that
institution of which God has said it *‘shall be a sign
between me and you, that ye may know that I am the
Lotrd your God.” Eze. 20:20. '

—e el
RISE. AND PROGRESS OF PRESENT
TRUTH.—No. 10.

S. N, H.

CHURCH ORGANIZATION,

THE church organization of the Seventh-day Adventists
is very siinple. In this they are governed more by the
nature of the work itself than by any wechanical or set
forms of government. A body of believers associate
together, taking the name of Seventh-day Adventists,
and attaching their names to a covenant simply to keep
the commuandments of God and the faith of Jesus. The
Bible is their only creed. A clerk is chosen to keep the
records of the church, and an elder, elected by vote of the
church, is ordained to look afterits spiritual interests., [f
the church is large, its temnporal affairs are assigned to
one or more deacons, cliosen by vote of the church for
this purpose. They hold that the terms biskop and pastor
(Greek, presbuteros, episkopos, a'd poimen) signify the same
officer, which is a local officer, confined to a particular
church. These need not be ordained ministers. Evan-
gelists (evaggelistai) are ordained ministers, who travel
from place to place to preach the gospel, and are the only
ones competent to ordain local elders and deacons, A

The next advance in organization from single congre-
gations is the State Conference. The congregations in a
State coinbine to form a State Conference, adopting a
Constitution to regulate their auction. All the ministers in
the State are, by virtue of théir office, members of the

‘State Conference, and each congregation is entitled to

delegates according to its membership. At each annual
meeting an executive comuiittee of three or five, according
Lo the size of the conference, is clected by vote of the
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delegates, of whom the president of the conference is
chairman. This comittee has supervision of all the
ministerial and religious work of the conference between
the yearly meetings, and appoints the delegates to the
Gteneral Conference.

The next outward sweep from the State Conferences is
the General Conference. This is composed of delegates,
ministers or laymen, from all the State Conferences and
different missions in all parts. This Conference also
annually elects its executive committee of seven, to have
charge of the doings of the denomination in all parts of
the field. The president of the General Conference is
the highest officer in the body. The object of the General
Conference is to unify the work in all localities, equalize
labor, and supply destitute fields with help. They take a
supervision of the work in all parts of the world, estab-
lishing missions as fast as is consistent with the progress
of the cause. The meeting of the General Conference
held in Oakland, Cahfmma, in 1887, was the twenty-
sixth annual session.

_ At the present time, they have twenty-six State Con-
ferences in the United States, five Buropean Conferences,
and an Australian Conference, besides missions established
in various parts of the world. Their enrolled membership
is about 25,000, but from the nature of their work it is

“estimated that this is not half of their numerical strength,
there being many isolated believers who are not enrolled
According to the Year

in any organization as members,
Book published in 1886, they had 213 ministers, 166
licentiates, 798 organized congregations, the latter being
fifty-seven more than for the previous year.
report showed an inecrcase of thirty ministers and
licentiates and 2,730 members, Tach year there is an

increase in numbers, the great prevailing idea bsing not

only to retain the ground that is gained, but to enter into
regions bevond, and their efforts are to this ead.
the truth is planted, even before a congregation is
organized, a Sabbath-schoal and a tmct .and missionary
society are organized, according to the "sawme principls of
organization.

Means to sustain th: ministerial work are raised by a
plan denominated the tithing svstem, founded on the
instructions of Paul in 1 Cor. 16:2. By this system
it is designed that every one shall, upon the first day of
the week, Jay by a sumn equal, as near as may be, to one-
tenth of his income from whatever source. There is
nothing compulsory in this matter; yet all this people,
with fow exceptions, have adopted, and are acting upon,
this plan.  According to this system, contributions being
proportioned to the amount of property one possesses, or
the strength or ability with which he is blessed for
acquiring, none are burdened. It treats the rich and poor
alike in proportion to their ability, while a steady stream
is thus brought into the treasury. For the year 1886 the
amount raised in this manner in all the Conferences was
£29,387 8s. 1In 1887 it was £39,573.

Eaclt congregation appoints its collector and treasurer,
who once a month, or in rural districts once a quarier
gathiers up these contributions. These funds are sent by
the congregation treasurers to the State Conference
treasurer. At each yearly ineeting of the Conference, an
auditing committee is appointed, which examines the
accounts of all the ministers in the ewmploy of the Con-
ference, and settles with each one according to the
amount of labor performed. One-tenth of all the funds
coming into the State treasury is voted to the Genera]
Conference, and is then put into the hands of the

General Conference treasurer, to be expended under the.

direction of the General Conference Committee. The
funds retained in the State Conferences pay the inisters
there employed ; that going into the hands of the Genera]
Conference supports the ministers directly in its eniploy ;
while the missions, meeting-house buildings, etc., are
carried on by voluntary contributions. It is also the plan
that all the different institutions connected with the cause
pay a tenth of their income into the General Conference
treasury.

While thie giving of Christmas presents is not dis-
couraged, it is thought more appropriate, and more in
harmony witlr the spirit of the gospel, to encourage all to
give their offerings to carry on the work of saving souls
for whowm Christ came into the world and gave lis life,
Christmas donations are brought to the house of God,
where appropriate services are held, and. there given for
the various missions. Over £5,000 are thus annually
raised. It is thus that an interest in the work itself
becoines the bond of union between the hearts of young
and old thronghout the great harvest field ; but there is
no compulsion in any case. I'ree moral agency is God’s
ordained method of saving souls, and all forms and

In 1887 the-

Wherever

Ceremonies are but incumbrances unless actuated by the

Tove of Christ, when they cease to be simply ceremony.
“Yet all legitimate means are used to create a heartfelt
| interest in the cause itself, because of

its own merits.
With old and young, even to the children, love is a
stronger cord to bind the hearts together than outward
forms, and the people are usually found one in interest
and sentiment.

One source of union’'and strength among thein has been
the intelligent knowledge of the general interests of the
work which is imparted to the believers. This is accom-
plished in two ways: 1. By the dissemination of
publications among them, giving a general knowledge of
the plans of operation and progress of the work ; 2. By
means of their general gatherings. General meetings are
held, in which are gathered numbers varying from a few
hundreds to many thousands. At these meetings plans
are discussed and arrangements for labor made, so that
there is a general interest in executing whatever work
‘may be decided upon. In Ainerica camp-mestings are
‘very common among all denominations. The Seventh-
day Adventists hold camp-meetings in each Conference,
in some as many as five in one season, in others only one,
at which meetings the people assemble fromn various parts.
The first camp-meeting held by this people was in
September, 1868. At the present tirne there are not less
than fifty held annually in America. They are designed
to be occasions of spiritual profit to all who attend,
promoting a revival spirit and deep and vital piety.

‘Complete order is maintained, proper haurs for rest and

sleep in the tents are secured, a regular programme of

‘meetings is adopted, filling up the larger part of the day

and evening, and everything passes off with the same

decorum that would be observed in a housé of worship.-

Families usually bring their own tents, or they may be
rented upon the grounds ; the tents are pitched in regular
streets. Three hundred and fifty tents have sometimes
been pitched about the large preaching pavilion, which
varies in size from 60 x 100 feet to 100 x 150.feet. These’
weetings continue from one to two weeks, when the
people dwelling in tents retire from the cares of business,,
devoting their time to the worship of God. At times it
has been necessary to place two or three large pavilions
side by side to accommodate those who attended the
services ; or perhaps they are placed at short distances
from each other, different speakers engaging (he attention
of the several congregations.
. The number of our people gathered at the meetings
has at times been as high as two thousand, while there is
always a large outside sttendance, swelling the nnnber on
some occasions as high as twenty thousand. Scores are
converted at these gatherings, and aninterest is awakened
in the hearts of thonsands of people to investigate
further the truths taught from the desk. 1t was in 1887
in the city of Moss, Norway, near Christiania, that the
first camp-meeting was held by our people in Europe, and
as far as we know, this was the first one ever held by
any denowmination in the Buropean countries. This was a
successful meeting. The second week following, another
successful meeting was held in Stockholm, Sweden.
Tents are also used for preaching purposes during the
summer season in England, France, Switzerland, Germany,
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, as well as in America
and the British colonies; about two hundred of these
cotton meeting-honses are thus employed. There are
many people who at the close of the day would spend an
hour under canvas, listening to the word of God, who
would not go inside of a church building. Then such a
meeting-house is portable, and can be used for the pioneer
work. When a company of believers are raised up, the
tent gives place to a more permanent structure, Our
mission is to the world, and the great question with every
class of reforiners has been, How can we best call the
attention of our fellow-men to the solemnn truths of
God's word ?

PRI
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THE apostle says, “But in everything by prayer and
supplication, with th.nksgiving, let your requests be made
known unto God.” In coming to God for favors and
blessings we should not be unmindful of thuse we have
received from his hand. It is natural for us to pour out
our complaints, and express our fears and lack of faith,
and talk as thongh we were hardly dealt with, when
the facts are that God's blessings have been coming to
us in a perpetual stream since our earliest day. Kvery
prayer should be an * Ebenezer ”—* Hither by thy help
TI've come.” And by manifesting a proper appreciation
of what the Lordis doing for us our faith is strength-
ened, and our hearts ave prepared to receive new mercies
from his bountiful hand.

THE SABBATH PRESERVED DURING THE
DARK AGES.

6. I, B,

THi: gospel extended its influence all through Northern
and Central Africa in the early part of the Christian dis-

pensation. There were many Christian churches in that
continent. Africa indeed ‘““stretched out her hands to
God.” But after the conquest of the northern portions of

that country by the Mohammedans, and for a long time
before that, the Christians of Abyssinia were lost to the rest
of the Christian world. “Encompassed on all sides,” says
Gibbon, “Dy the enemies of their religion, the Ethiopians
slept near a thousand years, forgetful of the world, by
whom they were forgotten.”

But after the great discoveries of the fifteenth and six-
teenth centuries, they became known again to the Christian
world. They were found observing the ancient Sabbath,
although they were greatly affected by the pagan and
Mohammedan errors so long surrounding them, as might
be expected. Yet it is a fact of no little significance
in the consideration of this subject, that this large body
of Christians, which had been so long separated from the
influence of the Catholic Church, were found after a
thousand years still observing the seventh day. At the
time of their separation from the rest of the Christian
world, they, with others, were observing both Sunday and
the Sabbath. When found nearly a thousand years later,
they were doing thesame. Thus Mr. Geddes says, “ They
deny purgatory, and know nothing of confirmation or
extreme unction ; they condemn graven images; they
keep both Saturday and Sunday.”—Church sttoay of
Fthiopia, pp. 34, 35.

The atnbassador of ‘the king of Kthiopia at the court
of Lisbon, gave the following reasons for keeping the
Sabbath : ¢ Because God, after he had finished the ereation
of the world, rested thereon ; which day, as God would
have it called the holy of holies, so the not celebrating
thereof with great honor and devotion seemts to be plainly
contrary to God’s will and precept, who will suffer heaven
and earth to pass away sooner than his word ; and that,
espocially, since Christ came not to destroy the law, but
to fulfill it. It is not, therefore, in imitation of the Jews,
but in obedience to Christ and his holy apostles, that we
observe that day.”—Church History of Ethiopia, pp. 87,
88.

This account was given by the ambassador in 1534. In
the beginning of the next century the emperor of
Abyssinia was "induced to submit to the pope in these
words : “ [ confess that the pope is the vicar of Christ,
the successor of St. Peter, and the sovereign of the
world. To him I swear true obedience, and at his feet I
offer my person and kingdom.”—Gibbon, chap. 47. Let
the reader now mark what followed : As soon as the em-
peror had thus submitted himself, e was obliged to put
forth a decree forbidding the observance of the Sabbath.
Geddes says he *“set forth a proclamation prohibiting all

‘his subjects, upon severe penalties, to observe Saturday

any longer.”—Church History of Eiliopia, pp. 311, 312.
Gibbon expresses the ediet thus : “ The Abyssinians were
enjoined to work and to play on the Sabbath.”-—@Gibbon,
chap. 47. A

Thus we see the Roman Church never missed a chance
to give the ancient Sabbath a thrust when the opportunity
presented itself. This one desire has marked its course
throughout. After a space of time, the tyranny of the
Catholics brought a terrible strnggle, which caused their
overthrow, and the Abyssinians returned to the observance
of the Sabbath, and have continued to do so ever since.
These facts present a striking evidence of the hatred of
the Roman Church against the Sabbath. It also conclu-
sively proves the existence of the Sabbath in the church
where the popish power could not abrogate it.

We next notice the Armenians of the Kast Indies.
Here was quite a large body of Christians who had little
or no connection with the churches of Europe for many
centuries, so they were preserved from many of the
false doctrines of the great apostasy. Mr. Massie
describes themn as follows : “ Separated from the Western
world for a thousand years, they were naturally ignorant
of many novelties introduced by the councils and decrees
of the Lateran ; and their conformity with the faith and
practice of the first ages laid them open to the unpardon-
able guilt of heresy and schism, as estimated by the
Churcl of Rome. ‘We are Christians and not idolaters,’
was their expressive reply when required to do homage to
the image of the Virgin Mary. La Croze states
them at fifteen hundred churches, and as imany towns and
villages. They refused to recognize the pope, and
declared they had never heard of him ; they asserted the
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purity and primitive truth of their faith since they came,
and their bisbops had for thirteen hundred years been
‘sent from the place where the followers of Jesus were
first called Christians,”— Continental Indie, vol. 2, pp.
116, 117.

Mr. Yeates thus hints at the Sabbatarian character of
these Christians. ‘He says that Saturday among * them
is a festival day, agreeable to the ancient practice of the
church.'—East Indian Church History, pp. 133, 134.
The same fact is also again hinted at by the same writer
as follows: “The inquisit'on was set up at Goa in the
Indies at the instance of Irancis Xaverius [a famous
Romish saint], who signified by letter to the Pope John
IIL., Nov. 10, 1545, that the JuwIisH WIOKEDNESS spread
every day more and more in parts of the Eust Indies sub-
Jjeot to the kingdom of Portugal, and therefore he earnestly
besought the said king that to cure so great an evil he
would tuke care to send the office of the inquisition into
those countries.”—JIdem, pp. 139, 140.

There can be no reasonable doubt that the *Jewish
wickedness ' here referred to is the same as observing
Saturday ‘‘agreeable to the ancient practice of the church,”
spoken of above. We liere have another evidence of the
hatred of the Roman Church to the Sabbath. It must be
put down by the inquisition, if found in existence where
that church had authority. Since that time the Rast
Indies have fallen under the dominion of Great Britain.
Some years since, Mr. Buchanan, a distinguished minister
of the Church of England, visited India for the purpose
of becoming acquainted with this body of Christians.
He says that they have preserved themiselves most free
from Mohammedan and papal corruptions, and that they
have a translation of the Bible in the Armenian language,
which has been pronounced the * queen of versions.” He
says, “ They have preserved the Bible in its purity ; and
their doctrines are, as far as the author knows, the
doctrines of the Bible. Besides, they maintain the
solemn observance of Christian worship throughout our
empire ON THE SEVENTH DAY, and they have as many
spires pointing to heaven among the Hindoos as we our-
selves.”—DBuchanun's Christian Researches in Asia, pp.
159, 160.

Purchas, a writer of the seventeenth century, also
speaks of several sects of Bastern Clristians, * continuing
£rom ancient times” as Syriaus, Jacobites, Nestorians,
‘Maronites, and Armenians. It seems evident that these
are identical with those now known as Armenians. He
says, “They keep Saturday holy, nor esteem Saturday
fast lawful but on Easter even. They have solemn
service on Saturdays, eat flesh, and feast it bravely like
the Jews."—Purchas, his Pilgrimmes, part 2, book 8,
chap. 6, sec. 5. -

This writer, like many first-day authors, Catholics and
Protestants, even of the present time, speaks disrespect-
fully of those Christians who observed the Sabbath. But
this testiinony, with the others, seemns to leave no possible
doubt that the Armenians observed the Sabbatl.

Andrews, in his “ History of the Sabbath,” page 463,
says concerning other BSabbath-keepers: ¢ When the
Reformation had lifted the vail of darkness that covered
the nations of Kurope, Saubbath-keepers were found in
Transylvania, Boltemnia, Russia, Germany, Holland, France,
and England. It was not the Reformation which gave
existence to the Sabbatarians; for the leaders of the
Reformation, as a body, were not friendly to such views
On the contrary, these observers of the Sabbath appear to
be remnants of the ancient Sabbath-keeping churches that
had witnessed for the truth during the Dark Ages.” He
proceeds to cite various classes of these in the countries
mentioned, and gives the authorities to prove it. which the
inquiring reader can investigate in that valuable work.

In summing up the facts presented concerning these
Sabbath- keeping bodies which continued through the Dark
Ages, we reach the following conelusions :—

1. The Waldenses (at Jeast a large portion of them)
who sought retired places in the valleys of the mountains
to be able to worship God according 10 the ancient, prac-
tice of the church and according to the Bible, kept the
ancient Sabbath till persecuted by the Catholic Chureh and
almost exterminated.

2. The Abyssinian Church, shut away from the papal
chureh: for a thousand years, when discovered were found
observing the seventh day of the week as the early Chris-
tians did ; but as soon as the Catholics obtained power to

. do so, they at once abased the Sabbath, and would not allow
:it to be observed until they were driven froin the king-
. dom, when the Abyssinians returned to its observance.

3. The Armenian Christians, also shut away from the
jRoman Church for the same length of time, when visited
by Kuropeans, were found keeping the seventh day, or

Saturday, according to the ancient practice of believers

during the first centuries, But true to their hatred of the
Sabbath, as soon as the Romish priests could do so, they

had the cruel inquisition brought in to abolish by torture
the practice of keeping the ancient memorial of creation.
So also was it in many other countries. It is the same old
story in every instance.

We have now followed for fifteen centuries the work of
the Roman Catholic Church in its continued, persevering
effort to overthrow the Sabbath which God commanded,
and elevate the Sunday, the weekly meumorial of sun-
worship, thefirst form of idolatry, intoits place, transform-
ing it into a Christian institution ; and we see but one pur-.
pose throughout. This work always centered at Rome,
from the time the first step was taken, turning the Sabbath
into a fast to disgrace it, while making Sunday a joyful
festival, till we reach the fawmous roll * which came down
from heaven,” threatening destruction upon those who

| should ¢ fail to keep the Lord’s ddy ;" yes, continuing even

till the present day, since Protestants have joined in the
same work of elevating Sunday. We cannot question the
fact that the papal church changed the Sabbath. But lest
any should think we have unfairly judged that church in
thus speaking, we propose to give, in our next division,
the testimony of many Catholic writers themselves on this
subject.

PI
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THE PROMISE OF HIS COMING.

E. J. W,

THAT there was once upon this earth a wan called
Jesus of Nauzareth, scarcely any one will now deny.
W hatever conflicting views different ones may hold con-
cerning his *nature and office, all agree on this one fact.
That he was taken, * and by wicked hands crucified and
slain,” is quite generally conceded. All, however, are not
aware that the admission of these facts is virtnally an ad-
mission of the inspiration of the Bible, but so it is. Those
very things, which no human wisdom could foresee, were
recorded by holy prophets liundreds of years before they
occurred. This fact shows that those prophets were in-
spired, or, as Peter declares, they ‘“spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1 : 21,

But this much being true, we must admit further that
that which they wrote of the wmission of Jesus was also
true. Paul sums it up in brief when he says that “to him
give all the prophets witness, that through his name who-
soever belisveth in him shall have remission of sins.”
Acts 10:43. Christ is, then, as all Christians agree, the
“only begotten Son of God ;" he is “ the Lambof God that
taketh away the sin of the world ;" he is the divine Word,
that, having been with God in the beginning, was made
flesh and dwelt upon earth. John 1. The incidents of
his life, his subjection to his parents, his baptismn, his
temptation in the wilderness, his wonderful teachings, his
marvelous miracles showing at once his tenderness and
his power, his betrayal and crucifixion, and finally his
triutnphant resurrection and uscension to heaven—these
are familiar to hundreds of thousands.

Aside from his wonderful sacrifice, which demands the
unending lovetof all creatures, the character of Jesusasaman
wasmost lovable. His disciples who had been with him for
more than three years, bad learned to love him devotedly,
both for what he was and what he promised them. On
him all their hopes centered. Their feelings were well ex-
pressed by Peter, who, when they were asked if they would
leave Jesns, said, * Lord, to whom shall we go ? thon last
the words of eternal life.”  We can imagine, then, to
some extent, their grief when Jesus sail to them,
“Little children, vet alittle whileIam with you. Yeé shall
seek me ; andas Isid unto the Jews, Whither [ go ye can-
not come, so now L say to yon” John 13 : 33. It was
as the blasting of all their hopes. Their hearts wers filled
with anguish.  Jesus, whom they loved, was to go away,
and even though they shoult lay down tlteir lives for him,
he would not take them along.

But the compassionate Saviour would not leave lis
children in torturing suspense. Noticing their despondent
looks, he said : “ Let not your Lieart be troubled ; ye be-
lieve in God, believe also in me. In wy Father’s house
are many mansions ; if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to preparea place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto wmyself ; that where 1 amn, there ye mnay be
also.” John 14 : 1-3.

“Ye believe in God, believe also in me.” What can
these words mean, but that the words which he was
about to utter were the words of God lLimself, true and
unchangeable ? Whatever this promise means, then, it

will as surely be fulfilled as that God is a God of truth,
We can rely upon it implicitly.

And now as to the meaning of the promise. How could
it be made more clear > The gist of it is contained in
these simple words: “I will come again.” He was hers,
then, a real being. The word ‘“again; ” meaning * once
more,” implies a repetition of the same thing. That is,
that he would come in the same form in which he then
was—glorified, of course, as we sball see—bnt a real,
tangible being, Jesus of Nazareth. There is a great deal
contained in the three verses which we have gnoted, but
at present we are concerned only with the simple fact that
Christ has pledged his word to come again.

The time which Jesus spent on this earth, from his
birth in Bethlehem until his ascension from the Maunt of
Olives, is known as the first advent (or coming) of Christ.
There is no question but that he had been upon the earth
many times before, but that was his first appearance in
connection with the great plan of salvation. And so,
although he has since been on earth continuously by his
representative, the Holy Spirit, his second coming must
be limited to that one mentioned in the promise, *I will
come again.” This promise cannot be “fulfilled by any-
thing except by his personal presence in glory. It will be
his second coming in connection with the great plan of
salvation—this titne to complete the work by taking his
people to himself.

That we are not mistaken in saying that Christ, in com-
forting his disciples, gave promise of a second coming, is
proved by the words of Paul in Heb. 3 :27, 28 : *“ And as
it is appointed unto men unce to die, but after this the
Judgment, so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of
many ; and unto them that look for him shall he appear
the second time without sin unto salvation.” This places
the matter beyond dispute.

Thie text also settles another much-mooted gquestion,
that of a future probation. “It is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the Judgment.” How long

-after death the Judgment takes pluce must be determined

by other texts. The general truth is stated that men die
but once, and that after that their future fate is deter-
mined by the Judgment. “So Christ was once offered
to bear the sins of many.” That is, since men have but
one life—one probation—which ends with their death, so
Christ was only once offered.  His offering had reference
only to men in this present life. If man were to bave
two or more probations, then it would be necessury for
two or more offerings to be made in his behalf ; but there
was only one offering. At his first advent, Christ was of
fered “ to bear the sins of many.” The Lord ¢ laid on
him the iniquity of us all.” Isa. 53 :6. “In his own

body ” he bore our sins on the tree. 1 Peter 2 : 24, In
order to save us from sin, he was made to be
sin (2 Cor. 5 :21); the innocent Oune was

counted as guilty, in order that the guilty might be
accounted innocent. The benefits of this sacrifice are
now free to all who will accept it, while Jesus is pleading
its merits before the Father. But when be comes the
“second titne,” it will be ¢ without sin.” He will then
no longer act as substitnte for sinners ; no longer will he
assume any responsibility in their behalf. The sins of
the righteous will have been blotted out, and those of the
irnpenitent rolled back upon their ownheads, Therecan then
be no wore probation for them unless Christ should again
take upon himself their sins and make another sacrifice ;
for there is no salvation in any other. Acts4:12. And
since Christ makes but one offering, it follows that their
sins remain upon them, to sink thewm into perdition.

In the texts already quoted, there is sufficient proof that
the promised coming is not at the death of the saints,
neither the conversion of sinners, He appears‘‘to them
that look for him ;” to those who “love lis appearing.”
And this coming is not death, for it is only the “second”
coming ; if death were tlat comning, then there would be
many millions of comings, for not an instant of time
passes in which men do not die. He said that he would
come “ again ;" now we submit that this can with no pro-
priety be applied to death, unless his first coming was
death, and they were all dead when he was speaking, for
“again” signifies repetition.

But we have an inspired comment on this point in the
last chapter of John. Christ had just signified to Peter
by what death he should glorify God, when that d'sciple,
turning about, saw John following, and asked : “ What
shall this man do? Jesus saith unto him, If T will
that he tarry till I cowe, what is that to thee? tollow
thou me.” Verse 22. Now if the coming of Christ is at
the death of his saints, these words of Christ are equiva-
lent to this: *“1f I will that he live until he dies, wlit
is that to thee?” But such a substitution makes utter
nonsense of the passage. Then when Christ spoke of his
coming. he had no reference whatever to death.
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- Bible Student,

{ Ix this department we design to take up those passages of Scripture the
explanations of which will shed light on the pathway of those who are
truly seeking to know the will of God and do it. We shall be glad to re-
ceive from our reders questious upon such passages as are not clear to
their minds. In answering we reserve thé option of doing so by letter,
or through these columns ; or, if, perchance questions are evidently sug-
gested by an unworthy motive, of ignoring them.]

THE APOCRYPHA.

VeNerasLE as the Apocryphal books are, nearly the
whole of them being unquestionably older than any
part of the New Testament, and considerable as is
their value, whether for historical and critical uses, or
in a less degree for religious edification, they are not
Holy Seripture, and are severed from it by an impas-
sable line of demarkation. Their range of excellence
- is a wide one, aseending from very low depths in the
additions to Hsther and Daniel, to a fine height in
Lcelesiasticus and Wisdom; yet even in the last-named
book, which Dr. Farrar calls “in many respects the
most valuable of the Apoeryphal writings,” he vent-
ures also to affirm, and we think with justice, that
“ the book of Wisdow 1s, as a whole, far inferior to the
humblest of the canonical writings.,” And this being
so, we cannot but admit that for ordinary readers,
amidst the-hurry and pressure of the modern conditions
of life, the Bible placed in their hands for familiar use
is “well rid of the encumbering element of the Apocry-
pha. The canonical Scriptures alone make up
a very large volume; and are, as Jerome says,
a ‘“sacred library” in themselves. They cer-
tainly are sufficient to engross as much leisure,
and satisfy as much desire, as the majority of busy
Christian people have for devotional reading. . . .
In the Apocrypha we have, apparently, survivals of
three different streams of Jewish thought. One, which
originated among the exiles in Babylonia and Persia,
and was somewhat tinged by Oriental conceptions ; a
second, which sprang up at Alexandria, and exhibited
a Hellenized version of the faith of Lsvael; a third,
the largest, which flowed with the greatest directness
from the original fountain of Mosaicism, namely, the
Palestinian development under Pharisaic guidance. Iu-
asmuch as each of tliese streams of thought, embracing
liistory, philosophy, aud prophecy, brought some con-
tribution to the great sea of Christian opinion and sen-
timent into which they all ultimately flowed, it becomes
a matter of considerable interest to the student to
ascertain in each case the measure of the contribution,
and the influence exerted by it on the growth and
expression of the churcly’s theology. But in order to
work out adequately the subject thus hinted at, it
would be necessary to include an examnination of other
works, besides those in our Apoeryplia, which have
escaped the general wreck suffered by the Jewish
literature produced in the centuries immediately pre-
ceding the Christian era. It will be recollected that
in the Epilogue to Kcclesiastes, which modern ecritics
incline to ascribe to the second, ov at the earliest the
third, century s.¢., complaint is made of the weari-
some abundance of books already. eurrent at that
period. It is certain that long before the Maccabees
the Jews had a rich literature, which has almost en-
tirely pevished. Of this pre-Christian literature, how-
ever, - a few specimens are known to us besides the
books which have had the good fortune to get into the
Apocrypha, such as the Psalter of Solomon, the older
Sibylline verses, the book of Iinoch, and two or three
more books of the Maccabees.—London Spectator.

1.
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THOUGHTS ON JOB 14: 21, 22,

Tue fourteenth chapter of Job is a wonderful testi-
mony to the sleep of man in death : **So man lieth
down, and riseth not : till the heavens be no more, they
shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.”
Verse 12. This plainly declares that the sleep of man
shall continue till the heavens pass away, which, Peter
says, shall be with a great noise. 2 Pet. 3:10.
David said he should be satisfied when he should awake
with the likeness of the Lord. Ps.17:15. So David
is yet asleep, and the time for him to be satisfied has
not come. Acts 13:36; 2 : 34

But does not she close of Job 14, forbid the sleep of
the real man in death ? His soul within hém shall mourn.
Does not this plainly indicate consciousness in death ?
Let us rvead the last two verses of the chapter :—

“ His sons come to honor, and he knoweth it not;
and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of
them.,” Verse 21. This is the sleep of death, cer-
tainly. Now does the next verse coutradict this ?

‘ But urs rLESH upon him shall have pain, and his
soul within him shall monrn.” Verse 22. The first
clause of this verse.shows that the condition of man in
death is not the subject matter of the verse, while his

soul within him wourns, his fesh upon him has pain.
This text, if it relates to man in death, proves that his
flesh is in a state of consecious suffering, an idea that is
absurd, and that no one believes.

What, then, do the words of verse 22 signify ? It
relates to man before his dissolution, and is deseriptive
of the pains of death. It pertains to mankind in gen-
eral, i. ¢., to both the righteous and the wicked. It
is the whole man that is conscious ; his flesh suffers, as
well as his mental nature.—J. N. Andrews.
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MARK 2:27, 28.

NEW TESTAMENT AUTHORITY FOR SABBATH-KEEPING,

Tue enemies of God's rest-day, who delight to
stigmatize it as  Jewish,” ** shadowy,”” *“ a yoke of bond-
age,” etc., invariably put on an air of triumph, and
call upon its defenders to show where we are required
by the New Testament to observe the Sabbath.

This is not a difficult task when the one to be shown
is an honest inquirer after trath. In the first place
the Sabbath precept is embosomed in the ten command-
ments,of which the Saviour says, « Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass frow the
law, till allbefulfilled. "Whosoever therefore shall break
one of these least commandments, and shall teach men
so, he shall be called the least in the kingtdom of heaven.”
Matt. 5:18,19. We know he is speaking of the ten
commandments, because he refers to the sixth and
seventh in this immediate connection. How any one
can deny that the fourth commandment is hereby en-
forced by the Saviour is a puzzle. When Christ was
accused by the Pharisees of breaking the Sabbath, what
an excellent opportunity presented itself to tell them
that the Sabbath law was soon to be abolished if that
were the case. DBut instead of doing so he told themn
that ““itis lawful to do well on the Sahbath days.” Matt.
12 : 12. Lawful,“agreeable to law, constituted by law.”
( Webster.) Thus he recognizes the existence of a Sab-
bath law,

But Cirist speaks more emphatically on this point.
In Mark 2 :27 we read, ¢ The Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sabbath.” That the term
“man’ refers to the race at large, no one will deny.
But what is man to do with the Sabbath ? What is
signified by this expression ? Was it made for man to
violate, ignore, stigmatize, or to change and modify at
pleasure 7 Or was it made for him to remember and
keep holy ? This question would not be a very difficult
one for our friends, if we could change the Saviour’s
words and substitute the following : « The first day of
the week, the new-covenant Sabbath, was made for
man.”  Would any one deny that we had a New Tes-
tament precept for keeping that day ? It could not be
denied. How is it then when an identical expression
is made in reference to the Sabbath already enforced by
the command of God?

But sume people excuse their course in setting aside
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment thus recog-
nized and enforced by the Saviour, by a pretended zeal for
Lonoring Christ. What, then, is the relation which he sus-
tained to this institution? Didhedisownit, and condemn
itas Jewish ? No. - The Son of man is Lord also ol
the Sabbath day,” he says. In order to understand
this, we go back to the time when the Sabbath was
instituted, the creation week. Of that work Paul says
in Col. 1:15-17, “ Who is the image of the invisible
God, the firsthorn of every creature; for by him were
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers. All things were
created by him, and for him ; and he is before all
things, and by him all things consist.” And in Heb.
1 : 2, speaking of the Son of God, “ by whom also he
[the Father] made the worlds.” In St. John 1:3 it
1s said, ** And without himn was not anything made that
was made.” From the Scriptures we learn that Christ
was with the Father * before the world was ;” that he
was the one by whom all things were made. He it
was who wrought during the six days of ereation’s
week, The same who created six days rested upon the
seventh. He who rested upon the seventh day blessed
it *“ because that in it k¢ had rested.” And, having
blessed the day, the same authority *‘sanctified” it.
Thus we see that without a particle of doubt Christ
was the one who rested upon, blessed, and sanctified the
Sabbath in Eden. In the light of these facts only can
we properly understand the expression, * The Son of
man is Lord also of the Sabbath day.” Isit honcring
Christ to trample the sacredness of this day under our
feet 7 Oh,no. If we wish to keep the day which will
bonor Christ, let us keep that day upon which he has
placed his blessing, which he declares is his day, and
which he says was made for all mankind,—the seventh
day.

BIBLE READING.

THE NEW EARTH.

1. God designed the earth as the eternal home of
his people, and he will carry out his purpose.

But Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting
salvation ; ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world withe
out end. For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens ; God
himself that formed the earth and made it ; he hath established
it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited : I am
the Loxd, and there is none else. Isaiah 45:17, 18.

2. He has given it to his children.

The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s; but the earth
hath he given to the childrven of men. Psalms 115 ; 16.

3. The earth was marred by sin and fell under the
curse.

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I com-
manded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it; cursed is the
ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days
of thy life. Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ;
and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. Gen. 3:17, 18.

4. The curse rests heavily upon is.

. For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth
in pain together until now. Rom. 8:22.

5. Under the weight of sin and the cnrge, the earth
is fading away, and will at last be destroyed.

The earth mowmneth and fadeth away, the world langunisheth
and fadeth away, the haughty people of the earth do languish.
The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof ; because
they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken
the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devomred
the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate ; therefore
the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left. . . .
The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean diszolved,
the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro
like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the
transgression thereof shall be heavy uponit ; and it shallfall, and
not rise again. Isaiah 24 :4-6, 19, 20.

6. The earth will again become ¢ without form and-
void.” ‘

I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void ;
and the heavens, and they had no light. I beheld the mountains,
and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld,
and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were
fled. I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all
the cities thereof were broken down at the presence of the Lord,
and by his fierce anger. For thus hath the Lord said, The whole
land shall be desolate; yet will L not make a full end. For this
shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black ; because
I have spoken it, I have purposed it, and will not repent, neither
will I turn back from it. ~ Jer. 4 : 23-28.

7. What is the testimony of the New Testament on
this subject ?

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the

elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the
works that are therein, shall be burned up. 2 Peter 8 : 10.

8. But God’s purposes concerning this earth as it
was created in Eden beauty will not thus fail.

Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Verse

9. After the apostle and prophet John had been
carried 1n vision several times over the period of human
history, and had witnessed over and over again the
sufferings of the people of God, his book closes with a
scene of glory,

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth : for the first heaven
and the first earth were passed away ; and there was no more sea.
And I John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned For her
husband. And T'heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Be--
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with.
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with:
them, and be their God. "And God shall wipe away all tears.
from their eyes ; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow,,
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the foriner
things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new. Rev. 21:1-5,

10. Thus the future abode of the people of God be-
comes a real, tangible place; and they will dwell
there, and engage in pleasant pursuits, and live in
houses (‘ mansions,” Christ).

For, behold, T create new heavens and a new earth; and the
former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. But be ye
glad and rejoice forever in that which I create: for, behold, I
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will
rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people; and the voice of
weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.
There shall be no move thence an infant of days, nor an old man
that bath not filled his days; for the child shall die an hundred
years old, but the sinner being a hundrved years old shall be
accursed. And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and
they shall plant vineyards,and eat the fruit of them. They shall
not build, and another inhabit ; they shall not plant, and another
eat, for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine
elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not
labour in vain,nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed
of the blessed of the Lord,and their offspring with them. And
it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and
while they are yet speaking, I will hear. The wolf and the lamb
shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock ;
and dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They. shall not hurt nov
destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the Lord, Isa. 65 :17-25.

11. OQur Saviour says, * Blessed are the meek ; for
they shall inherit the earth,” Matt. 5:5, We now
see how this will be fulfilled, not in the present time,
but in the renewed state.

12. Then will be fulfilled such texts as the following :

But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory
of the Lord. Num. 14 :21.

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder : and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government
and peace there shall be 1o end, upon the throne of David, and
upon his kingdom, to order ity and bo establish it with judgment
and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the,
Lord of hosts will perform this. Isa. 9:6,7.
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THE BEAUTIFUL.

BEAUTIFUL hands are those that do
Work that is earnest and brave and true,
Moment by moment, the long day through.

Beautiful feet are those that go
On kindly ministry to-and fro.
Down lowliest ways, if God wills it so.

Beautiful shonlders are those that bear
Ceaseless burdens of homely care
With patience, grace, and daily prayer.

Beautiful twilight at set of sun,
Beautiful goal with race well run,
Beautiful rest with work well done.

— Chureh Union.
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CHINA.

Tun last American mail brought news of the spread
of present truth to the Chinese empire. The pioneer
in this work is Bro. A. La Rue from Oakland, Cal.,
and Honolulu. He writes that there are difficulties in
introducing the work there. So far, it consists only
in colportage work. But publications sell well, and he
labors in hope of seeing souls gathered in for the
kingdom of God. .

3t
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PITCAIRN ISLAND.

Tu1s lonely island, situated about three thousand
miles east and north of New Zealand, possesses a
peculiar history as the home of the ship Bounty’s crew
and their descendants. The inhabitants of this little
island bave for years past dwelt in peace and union
under the influence of simple Christian principles, un-
defiled by contact with the world. Three years since,
they were visited by Mr. J. L Tay, a Seventh-day
Adventist, who placed before them the truths held by
our people. ‘Being free from the prejudices and re-
gtraints of popular society, they were prepared to look
into the subjects with candor, like the Bereans of old.
The result was that the entire community accepted the
truths of the third angel’s message, and have since
observed the Sahbatl of the Lord.

There is no means of regular communication with
Pitcairn, and casual ships call there only as they are
taken by favorable winds, and upon no other condition
will shipmasters promise to call there, so that a pas-
senger starting from San Francisco for the island is
more than likely to be landed in London or New
York, and will have to make his way back as best he
can. Brother Tay, after remaining a short time, found
an opportunity to return home. Since then there has
been an earnest desire upon the part of the General
Conference to send further help to those lonely Chris-
tians. Last April, Mr. A. J. Cudney, a minister of
experience and well-known perseverance, was directed
to endeavor to make his way to Pitcairn as best he
might. Elder Cudney proceeded to San Francisco,
but no favorable opportunity there presented itself for
carrying out his design. 8o he sailed to Honoluly,
and, after spending a few weeks with the church there,
a small vessel was offered for sale at a very reasonable
price, which one of the brethren purchased and devoted
to the missionary enterprise. ILlder Cudney was not
long in hiring a suitable crew and fitting out the vessel.
At last accounts, he had sailed for Tahiti, minding
there to take in Bro. Tay, and from there they will
proceed to carry the light of truth to Pitcairn and
other islands of the sea. We wait to receive other
news from them with. much interest.

The following is from the Signs of the Times :—

“In a letter written at Honolulu, H. I., July 81,
Elder Cudney says: ‘ We sail at noon to-day, going
first to Tahiti, where I expect Bro. Tay is waiting for
me ; then we will go direct to Pitcairn, as fast as the
wind will carry us.” After speaking of the vessel,
which, in the providence of God, one of the Honoluln
brethren had generously provided, Brother Cudney
continues : * An KEnglish captain, of extensive experi-
ence, whose wife is a Sabbath-keeper, goes as sailing
magter. He speaks the principal languages of the
South Seas. A Swede goes as mate. He can speak
five languages. Two men go before the mast as far
as Tahiti, free. One goes for £2 per month, and
another for £3; so our help is costing but little.
Besides this, we have had several substantialdonations.
The crew aré strangers ; but most of them seem to be
exceptionally nice men, and I trust that some of them
will learn to love the truth before the voyage is over.””

THE FIRST CAMP-MEETING IN EUROPE.

TuE first camp-meeting ever held by S. D. Advent-
ists in Central Europe has lately closed at Tramelan,
Switzerland. And as far as we can learn, this, and a
similar meeting held in Norway in 1887, are the first
regular camp-meetings ever held in Kurope by any
religious people.  They have both proved eminently
successful.

Fromour German paper, Herold der Wahrheit, welearn
that the meeting proved a grand surprise both to its
friends and those unfriendly to it. Large numbers
were in attendance from the city and also of our people
from different parts, so that their capacity for accom-
modations was far exceeded. The best of order pre-
vailed throughout, and the citizens extended many
courtesies which called forth resolutions of thanks from
those encainped, of whow there were about two hun-
dred. Many had said beforehand that it would be im-
possible to hold camp-meetings in Europe on account
of the disturbing elements. But never were prophets
farther from the trath. For, although large crowds
were in attendance, many more than could enter the
pavilion, not the slightest disturbance oceurred dnring
the entire meeting. The writer of the article has at-
tended similar meetings in the United States for twenty
years, but never attended a meeting where better order
prevailed, or where more respectful attention was paid
to the word spoken.

0. A. Olsen, president of the Scandinavian branch,
accompanied by a delegation from Norway, was in at-
tendance. The services were in French and German.
On Sunday, thirteen were baptized.

We are glad to hear of the successful termination of
this first attempt at a camp-meeting in the heart of the
0ld World, and we look forward with anticipation to the
time when here in Australia we can engage in & similar
meeting.

PR —_—
gt

IN AMERICA.

Amone many interesting reports from the American
field which were brought by the last mail, we have
selected a few brief ones :—

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA.

Ouxr meetings are well attended in this place. Some
persons come several wiles to attend our preaching
services, or to talk with us in regard to scriptural mat-
ters. In spite of bitter opposition, several families have
taken their position on the side of God's command-
ments. A Sabbath-school of twenty-five members has
been started, and I have recently baptized nine adults.
The work is still progressing, and I shall doubtless re-
main here for several weeks longer.

Anong the new converts are two gentlemen and |

their wives from one of the large denoinations. One
of these gentlemen, who is a brother to a minister in
the Northwest, went to his pastor in this city to get
some Seripture information in regard to the sanctity of
Sunday. But as the pastor could not find a certain
magazine in which his knowledge on the Sunday ques-
tion seemed to be concentrated, he did not even attempt
to gratify the inquirer’s desire.  But, thank God, the
Bihle is found, if that magazine is not, and the good
work goes on.

As usual, there are many persons who say that we
teach the truth, and that they are greatly interested
and enlightened by our meetings, but who have not
courage to step out upon these unpopular teachings.
Yet some of these also will doubtless live out the truth
in the time of the loud voice of this message.

k. A. Briaes. .

COLORADO.

Wz closed our meetings at Del Norte, July 8.
Twelve signed the covenant to keep all the command-
ments of Gtod and the faith of Jesus. We organized
a Sabbath-school of fifteen members. We came to
Monte Vista July 10, and are having quite a good in-
térest. Several are almost persuaded to keep the Sab-
bath of the Lord. We hope to see a good work done
here. G. W. ANGLEBARGER.

Guoree O. SraTs,

AMONG THE FRENCH IN WISCONSIN,

Last Sanday ten persons were baptized in Green
Bay, six miles from our tent. Between 300 and 400
Roman Catholics were present, and were addressed on
the subject of baptism. It was shown that for over
1200 years it was the rule with the Catholic Church
to haptize by immersion. Ispecially were our hearers
interested in the fact that St. Amand, the apostle to
the pagans in Belgium, in the seventh century, bap-
tized by immersion in rivers, etc. Having given a brief
historical sketch of the ancient mode of baptism in the
Catholic Church, we presented a pointed scriptural argu-

ment on the objects, mode, and subjects of baptism,
and showed that Christ's second coming and the resur-
rection of the righteous dead were near. Then the
ceremony passed off quietly, and apparently to the edi-
fication of all. We were thankful for the privilege of
speaking to so many who would not otherwise have had
an opportunity of hearing. D. T. BourpEAvD,

MISSOURI.

CarTHAGE.—As was stated in the report of the
Carthage camp-meeting, we remained at this place to
follow up the interest. This we have tried to do. both
by preaching and visiting. The Lord has wrought
through us, and we have been permitted to see some
fruit of our labors. The congregations were not large,
but we were encouraged by seeing many of the same
faces at almost every meeting. Eleven united with
the church, four of whom were buried with their Lord
in baptism, on Sabbath afternoon. Liast Sabbath and
Sunday also were good days. Fonr more were added
to the church, one of whom was baptized, and one, in
addition to these, signed the covenant. Others are
convinced, and bade us Godspeed as we closed the
meetings on Sunday evening. R.'S. Dox~ELL.

J. B. BECRNER.

SAN DIEGO, CAL,

Tux work hereis onward. We have held meetings
in the tent for six weeks. Hleven adults have signed
the covenant as the result of this and. the Bible-read-
ings. Others are interested. Our church and Sab-
hath-school are quite prosperous.  Pray for the cause
here. W. M. Heavgy.
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THE BRITISH ISLES.

8. N. H.

TroueH we have to meet many difficulties peculiar
to this country, it is evident that in many respects the
truth is gradually advancing. It has been finding its
way to the hearts of many in various parts of the king-
dom. In London the success has been quite apparent ;
the interest has not at all abated, hut has seemed to
increase as a stream increases in volume as it approaches
the ocean.

There has been nothing sensational in the work in
London, or, as far as we know, in the kingdom. We
sometimes lose sight for weeks of individuals with
whom we have been holding Bible-readings, but when
we see them again, we find that instead of their having
lost what interest they had, it has increased.

Circumstances demonstrate the fact that we did not
move our work to London any too soun, nor did we
open on Paternoster Row sooner than we should have
done. Our health publications are doing. a good work.
But seed-sowing is not harvest. The truth seems to
be breaking out in different parts of the United King-
dom. At Leeds, one of the largest cities, a young man
embraced the Sabbath by reading Present Truth in a
public reading room, and a letter received a few days
since states that another man has embraced the Sab-
bath ; and thése two desire baptisin, while others ave
investigating.

At Southampton, where the message was first
preached, a number have taken their stand, and quite
recently three have been baptized. Several soldiers
have also embraced the truth, and quite an extensive
interest has been awakened among them. Now the
question with them is what they shall do. Can they
get away from the army? While they are not in
active service, they can manage to observe the Sabbath
quite well, as when duties come on Sabbath their com-
rades will generally take their places.

Brother John is having some success in Hull. A
few there have taken their stand on the truth. In
Grimsby and Ulceby the interest has not abated, but
the friends are of guod courage, and at each place steps
have been taken to erect a brick chapel. A few weeks
since two girls went to the city of Birminghawm to can-
vass for Present Truth and Good Health, preparatory
to opening the work by public effort this autumn and
winter. The following is a letter just received from
Elder Durland :—

“ Binminauan, July 25, 1888,

“Dear Bro. Hasgenu: I have been in this place
since Monday. I found and doing
real well considering the weather. sells ten or
more Good Healths per day, and does as much
with Present Truth. They are both in good spirits,
and I think they will soon get up a list that will make
it pay for them and the office. They have found friends
who have spoken to them about my preaching in the
Wesleyan chapel in about a week. I have met with a
lady to-day who has been a Bihle worker and preached
some. She is an intelligent person, and seems to be &
devoted Christian. I spent about two hours with her.
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She had never before heard the Sabbath was changed,
and was surprised.  She said she would accept it if it was
the truth far this time. T think she can see that her
theory is not quite so strong as she thought it was.
If fully converted to the truth, she might be a help in
the work here, as she is well acquainted in the town.

«T went to a Bible-clags at the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association rooms last night. [ was received
very well, and the leader wished me to come again and
take part with them. I think I can do something
there, with the blessing of God. T think the way is
opening up here for a good work, if we can only have
wisdom to know. how to work, I shall want to re-
turn either next week ar the one following, to stay over
Sunday, for I think I shall get an invitation to preach
in some of the chapels soon, One man spoke of in-
viting me and paying my expenses. If they want to
do g0, I shall not hinder them.”

We speak with a strong convietion of truth, when
we say there is a cloud larger than a “man’s hand ™
seen, which to us is a sure indication of the trath re-
ceiving a fresh impetus in this kingdom at no distant
date.
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THE ISLE OF LEPERS.

Tug following article, arranged from an exchange,
will be of interest to our readers. It possesses a par-
tieular interest to us, since Father Conrady was a fel-
low-passenger from San Francisco to Honolulu. He
is a gentleman of culture, and, above all, of a tender
Ohristian spirit.  He entered upon his mission volun-
tarily, with a full sense of the terrible danger to which
he would be expused, and realizing that he was bidding
adieu to the world and all it held that was dear to him.,
Such examples of sacrifice are rare. G. C. T,

In Molakai, one of the Hawailan Islands, there is a
populous leper settlement, oceapying a secluded tract
of land about three miles long by half or three quarters
of a mile wide. This place is shut in from the rest of
the island by very high cliffs, so high that clouds most
of the time cover their tops. Hverything here is done
and handled by lepers ; cattle are killed, meat is cut
up and distributed, and bread is baked by them. It is
constantly necessary to handle things bandled by the
lepers. The disease has a peculiar smell, very offen-
sive, and this is believed to be more injurious than
simple contact even.

Leprosy does not work on all in the same way. In
each victim some part is particularly affected. Usnally
the ears, nose, lips, eyes, cheeks, neck, throat, hands,
or feet are affected, but in different ways. For instance,
some are blind because their eyes rot away, or because
they double,

Since Father (Jonrady came to the island, a few

months ago, there have been ninety deaths. As many
as eleven deaths have occurred in one day. There are
some very bad cases among the lepers. Some are

without lips or noses, have but a portion of their hands
and feet, and the rest of their body is in a very bad
condition. There are eighty boys here, some of them
under ten years of age, and it is a sad sight to see
them, perhaps with crippled and mangled hands, wash-
ing their clothes or trying to mend them. On seeing so
many deaths, one of them remarked, ¢ We shall die if
we stay here ; if we were at home, we should not die ;"
not realizing that they had been taken there to die,
and would never again see home, father, mother,
brothers, or sisters, The two priests who are there,
and a layman who assists them in their work, are do-
ing what they can to replace these friends; and two
Sisters of Charity from Syracuse, New York, have
volunteered to devote their lives to the care of the
female patients. The Hawaiian Government provides
food and clothing for these wretched creatures, and is
~on the point of securing the services of an eminent
German physician.  Steps have also been taken to
employ lay brothers as nurses for the male patients.
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THE TRACT AND MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Tuis is the name of an organization which exists
among Seventh-day Adventists, having for its object
the performance of all branches of Christian work in
behalf of others. The field of usefulness will at once
be recognized as a very wide one. The organization is
subordinate and auxiliary to the church, and is carried
to all places where the church exists. All members of
our churches are earnestly invited to identify themselves
with this enterprise, as it represents the working force,
and the snccess of the work in our hands depends upon
the efforts put forth by each individual. It is con-
sidered that every genuine Seventh-day Adventist will
actively engage, according to bis opportunities and
ability, in working for others, and to spread abroad a
knowledge of the precious truths he has learned.

One of the principal features of this work is the dis-
semination of our denominational literature, either in
books, tracts, or periodieals. This work can be much
more effectually done by organized efforts, hence this
society has been created. Although its importance and
scope were not at first fully realized, by successive steps
it has been brought to a good degree of perfection and
effictency.

The plan of organization is as follows: First, an In-
ternational Tract and Missionary Society formed by
the union of what may be known as State societies.
This society takes the general supervision of the entire
field, and carries on operations where State societies do
not exist, by means of agents and secretaries. Next,
is the State society, generally limited to the bounds
of the conference whose name it hears. These have
supervision of the work within their own limits. They
are composed of local societies, which comprise gener-
ally a church or such a portion of the members of a
church as can work together advantageously. Thus,
for convenience, the Melbourne church has lately been
divided into three societies,

The conditions of membership are a good standing
morally, and the payment of five shillings. Tracts for
judicious free distribution are furnished to the members
gratuitously, and all the benefits which are obtained by
the society to assist in the work come to the members.
The officer of the local society is named the Librarian.
He keeps the records and funds of the society and an
account with all who do business through it, and re-
ports quarterly the amount of work performed in his
society. To enable him to do this, each member of the
society is expected to keep an account of all work done
by himself, and report the same by items recorded on
a prepared blank, to the librarian at the end of each
quarter. The librarian also keeps a good stock of tracts
and other reading matter for the use of the members,
and to which they have access.

A number of societies are generally grouped together
into a district, over which an officer called a director is
placed. The director frequently visits his societies to
encourage and instruct in the work, The directors, and
the president, vice-president, and secretary of the State
society form a hoard who oversee and direct the work
for the State society.
annual meeting of the State society.

It is through the medium of this organization that
our reading matter 1s being scattered abroad. We
have grand provisions in the way of printing establish-
ments located in all parts of the globe. But these
wonld be powerless without the co-operation of an in-
terested and devoted people. Through this instruinen-
tality many millions of pages are being circulated each
year. It was thus that the light of present truth first
reached Australia, and by these means it is now pene-
trating every part of the earth and being placed in the
hands of many thousands of people.

The time is short, the harvest great. Efforts are
being put forth in this newly formed conference to give
the society a thorough organization, and to enlist as
far as possible the interest and efforts uf all our people.
The address of the Secretary is Mrs. Josie L. Baker,
Bible Echo, North Fitzroy. Sister Baker will be glad
to hear {rom any isolated believers or interested persons.
Any information desired will be cheerfully given. Any
who may desire reading matter will be supplied. We
bespeak for this society the hearty efforts of all our
people, that when the Master eomes we may hear from
his lips, ¢ Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

A coal strike, involving 300,000 employés, is threatened
in England.

Great Britain and the United States expend £1.626,000
annually in foreign nissions.

There are in the United States 6,800 Cathalic churches,
with 3000 parochial schools.

In Indix last year, 988 miles of railway were eompleted,
making the total mileage 14,388.

A good authority states that there is a deficiency of
16,000,000 quarters in the wheat crop of 1888. :

Mr. Jones, postmaster at Bairnsdale, Mrs. Wilson and
two sons were drowned in Lake Vietoria, Oct. Tth, by the
upsetting of .a yacht.

Mormon enterprise is extending into Mexico. Agents
of the charch have contracted for the purchase of 400,000
acres of land in that country,

Alderman Scarr estimates the earnings of the people
of Kngland at £500,000,000 & year. Of this summ pub-
licans receive about £130,000,000.

The proposal that the European nations should prohibit
the sale of spiritnous liquors and fircarms in the Pacific
is weeiing with approval. Spain has signified her
willingness to prohibit all trade in both arms and alcohel
in the Pacific, providel the whole of the Powers are
unanimous on the subject.

These officers are elected at the.

Telegraphic communication between Australia and the
rest of creation was cut off October 9 by the severing of
‘ihehsubmarme cable, and we were without news until the

4th.

The import of opium into China during 1887 was
73,877 piculs, each picul weighing 138 lbs., being a total
of 9,725,641 pounds, an increase of over 6,000 piculs on
that of 1886.

Under the act of disincorporation, £160,000 worth of
Mormon church property has been turned over to the
United States Government. This suin goes to the school
fund of Utah Territory. ’

The Melbourne Age clains that its issue of a recent
Saturday was the largest penny paper ever publiched in
the world, The leugth of paper used in the issue was
384,250 yards, or 218 miles.

Buropean nations have appropriated about 6,500,000 of
the 11,000,000 square miles of Africa. The Great Desert
occupics 2,000,000 square miles, leaving only about
2,500,000 to be serambled for.

An extensive fire has taken place at Glasgow, vesulting
in the destrnction of property to the value of upwards of
£200,000. There were no casualties, and the cause of
the fire is reported to be unknewn.

The foreign tonnage entered and cleared at Chinese
ports during the year was the greatest ever recorded, viz,,
22,199,661 tons, of which two-thirds were British, one-
fourth Chinese, and one-sixteenth German,

“There are,” says the Swedish missionary at Castle
Gardens, New York, “600 Swedish Lutheran congrega-
tions in America, comprising fully 125,000 members.
This body has general control over the Scandinavians in
the country.”

The reduction from 6d. to 4d. of the postal charge on
letters directed to be sea-horne the whole distance between
England and the colonies, or wice wersa, will tuke effect
from the Ist January next. The postage on letters carried
viu Brindisi will remain as at present.

A great sensation has been created by the discovery
that a very precious book, containing full details regard-
ing the Hinglish torpedo service, has been stolen from the
dockyards at Portsmonth. Tt is feared that the book has
been obtained by another power through corruption
amongst the officials.

The Governor of Greenland gets a year’s daily papers
from Copenhagen by the ship which brings annual supplies
to the colony. He arranges them in the order of their
dates, and ealmly reads one a day, though sometimes
strongly tempted to read ahead. " He is thus a year
behind in his news, but says he is quite happy.

The jubilee session of the Congregational Union, which
has just been held in Melbourne, was largely attended.
(Juite a pleasant sensation wus created in the meeting by
an offer from Mr. G. W. Taylor to contribute £10,000 per
year for live yeurs, towards the establishinent of a college
and grammiar school in Melbourne for the youth, provided
a like sum’would be raised by others.. :

A daring attempt to rob a bank was made in S8ydney, on
the afternoon of the 15th ult. It was undertaken by one
man, who walked boldly in and ordered the teller to throw
up his hands, which he did. The manager and clerk were
placed in the sane situation, when a customer came in
and wade one more than the fellow could handle, After a
lively chase he was captured, and turned over to the
police, )

Sir Anthony Musgrave, Governor of Queensltand, died
very suddenly in-Brisbane on the night of Oct. 8th. At
seven O'clock in the evening, while dressing for dinner,
he wus seized with violent pains in the abdomen, from
the intensity of which he several times fainted, and from
which he could find no relief until relieved by 'death at
12:15, IHis funeral occurred on the 10th, with imn-
pressive ceremonies.

In the United States a bill to enforce the better ohserv-
ance of Sunday, known as the Blair Sunday Bill, is
engaging the attention of Congress and the people. A
circular has been sent to all the ministers in the country,
asking them to take, in their respective congregations, a
vote endorsing this bill. By this means it is hoped that
a heavy pressure may be brought to bear upon Congress
in favor of a national Sunday law.

Representatives of M. Pasteur have been éxperimenting
in N. 8. W. for the preveniion of the disease called an-
thrax, or Cumberland disease, in sheep and cattle. The
experiments were wade on a very extensive scale with
very satisfactory results. The process is by inoculation
with virns, similar to vaceination for small-pox. A board
composed of health officers and stock inspectors irow the
different colonies have fully approved of the process, and
recommend its adoption.

A terrible railway accident happened October 11, in
Pennsylvanian. A Roman Catbolic excursion, which in-
cluded a large proportion of wotnen and children, was be-
ing carrie | to the scene of the day’s festivities in a long
train, which was divided into five sections. The three
leading sections ran the journey safely, bu: owing to nxis-
management of the signals the fourth section was over-
taken by the-one behind, and a violent collision took place.
The carriages were telescoped, and several which were
crowded with women and children were thrown over the
embaukinent, and toppled into the river alongside, where,
being unable to get out of the carriuges, the occupants
were drowned. The scene is described as most appalling.
It has been ascertained that sixty of the excursionists losg
theiv lives, and forty more were serionsly injured.
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Fioalth aud Tempermnee.

A FANATICAL MAN.

K1ND friend, put your glass on the table
Untouehed, and listen to me,

You say I’'m a temperance fanatie—
Mayhap I have reason to be.

It is years since we parted at college ;
Let us talk over times passed away,

And see of companions and class-mates,
Who's dead, and who’s living to-day.

There were ten of us came off together ;
Here are two, now what of the eight ?
But a few days ago I saw William,
He who beat us all in debate.
He was rich, you know ; now he is needy.
1 asked where his fortune all went ;
He tipped up a glass as he answered,
« I drank it down so—every cent.”

Then Ralph, who bore the first honor,
He took to the bar, as you know ;
But another bar claimed his attention,
And business progressed rather slow,
He died of the tremens. poor fellow !
His talents would 1ank with the first,
And to think of his dying ere forty,
A prey to the demon of thirst.

Then Bob, irrepressible Robert,
Who always took lead in our fun.
The gayest and wildest of fellows,
Yet the kindest and best-hearted one.
Well, he went to prison—Ilife sentence ;
He took too much liquor one day,
And a spree. that began in good feeling,
Ended up with a stabbing affray.

Then there was that young prince of topers,
That high-headed Archibald West ;
He never was known to be tipsy.
Yet he drank more than all of the rest.
Ah ! he’s reaping the crop of his sowing ;
His son loves the cup, and has not
A stomach of steel like his father,
And already the boy is a sot,

I made Tom a visit last summer ;
You remember Tom—quiet and mild.
Well, he makes the most fretful of husbands ;
T pity his wife and his child.
He’s pleasant enough in the evening,
As he sips his hot toddy and ale ;
But all the forenoon he's a terror—
Cross, headache, snappish, and pale.

And George, who was called Claus Adonis,
Who turned women'’s heads with a smile,

That straight-limbed and graceful Apollo,
‘Who took a “‘dram once in a while.”

O Charles, you could scarcely believe it,
But the fellow's a sight to behold ;

His nose is as red as a lobster,
He’s bloated, and blear-eyed, and old,

Then Herbert—he’s traveling somewhere.
But one more remains—Henry Lee ;

And you know, from the deck of a steamer
He fell, and was lost out at sea.

A friend, who was with him, since told me
That Hank was light-headed from drink,

And that’s how he so lost his balance ;
"Twas the general opiuion, I think.

S0, Charles, when I name o’er our class-mates
Who all tipped the glass now and then,

I think what woes might have been saved them
If they had been temperanee men.

You, I own, seem untouched by drink’s dangers ;
Yet your future we neither can sean,

And 1 really feel safer for being
A very fanatical man,

——reere el e ———

WINE AND THE BIBLE.

—Nel,

I. H. KELLOGG, M. D,

USE OF WINE BY BIBLE CHARACTERS.

Ir it is still persisted that wine of an intoxicating
nature was used by some of the most eminent charac-
ters of the Bible, we have only to glance at the effects
to see the absurdity of making such a course an ex-
ample to be followed. Tt will be found that the ef-
fects were notably evil, whenever any effects are re-
corded.

Noak’s Drunkenness.—* And Noah began to be a
husbandman, and he planted a vineyard ; and he drank
of the wine, and was drunken ; and he was uncovered
within his tent.” Gen. 9:20, 21. This is the very
first mention of wine in the Bible. Its effects upon
Noah show that it was intoxicating. Tt so con-
fused the brain of this great and good man that he
lost all sense of propriety, and fell into a state of in-
sensibility in his tentin aconditionofindecent exposure.
This unfortunate oceurrence also becamne the occasion of
national misfortune to one line of Noah’s descendants,
through thedisrespect of one of hissons. Nodoubt the first
clfect of the wine was exhilarating. Doubtless it dis-
pelled from Noah’s mind all anxiety about the future pros-
* perity of hisextensive plantation, which wasto be re-peo-

pled, re-subdued and tilled by himself and his descendants;
but that it also blunted those other finer sensibilities of
his nature, which should always be acute and active, is
quite apparent. Surely, then, there can be nothing
here to recommend the use of wine.

Lot’s Shame.~The next undigputed mention of wine
is in Gen, 19:81-86. Inthisinstance the wine employed
was doubtless of the kind called “ mixed wine,” which pos-
sessed most power{ul intoxicating properties. The effects
in this case were anything.but such as would recommend
the use of wine ; for they led the righteous Lot, who
had dwelt in Sodom so many years, surrounded by
wickedness, yet preserving his integrity—to commit a
crime even worse than that for purposing which the
lecherous Sodomites were smitten with blindness.

Nadab and Abihu.—These two sons of Aaron,
while under the influence of drink, wereso presumptuons
as to directly disobey the command of the Almighty, by
offering strange fire upon the sacred altar.  In conse-
quence of this daring act of disobedience, they were
suddenly smitten with death by the hand of the Lord,
who evidently designed by this summary act of justice
to render them an example to succeeding generations,
This is a most striking illustration of the influence of
aleohol to render the mind incapable of distinguishing
between sacred and common things. It has an unmis-
takable influence to blunt the moral sensibilities of
wen. [t certainly will not be argued that in any of
these instances the use of fermented or intoxicating
wine was beneficial.

—_——
THE PITY OF IT!

“ No. 251"

¢ Bring in No, 25 !”

“The court is waiting for No, 25!”

There was a little hanging back on the part of the
usually prompt official ; but in a moment more a tall,
fine-looking woman was brought in, and awaited the
usual questioning.

There was something so piteously desperate in the
prisoner’s appearance, and her great, haunted eyes had
such a look of fmguish, that the judge, accustomed to
all sad sights and sounds, hesitated before asking with
unwonted gentleness,

¢ What is your name, my good woman, and where
were you born ?”

“ Me name is Aleen Byrne, yer honor, an’ I were
born in Aberdeen, off the Scottish coast land.”

¢ And you are charged with striking a man?”

“T am, yer honor.”

“ And you meant to ?”

« T did, indeed, yer honor. He's kilt me, yer honor.”

The woman spoke with a low, impassioned wail which
caused respectful attention,

“ McGinnis testifies that he never laid a hand on
you,” returned the judge.

“ He stabbed me to the heart, yer honor.”

« Stabbed you! Suppose you tell me about it.”

“I will. Ye might no ken wha’ it is, yer honor, to
hev one bonnie laddie, an’ none else. I lef’ the gude
father o’ my lad a-sleepin’ in the kirkyard when I
brought my wee sonnie to this land. For many a year
I toiled in sun and shade for me winsome Robbie. He
growed so fine an’ tall that soon he were ta’en to a
gentleman’s store to help.  Then this mon McGinnis
set his evil eye on the lad. T was forced to pass his
den on me way to and fra’ the bread store, an’ he minded’t
was messel’ hated the uncanny look o’ the pluce. An’
one morn, as I passed by, he said I needn’t be so
grand about me b’y ; he were no above ta'en. a sup ‘o
the liquor wi’ the rest. I begged me chilt for the love
of God to let the stoof alone. Me Robbie promised io
bide me wishes ; but the mon MeGinnis watchet o’ the
nights when’t were cauld an’ stormin’, an’ gave the lad
many a cap o his dreadful dhrinks, to warm him, he
would say. I got on me knees to me chilt an’ prayed
Lim to pass the place no more, but to gang hame by
some other road. Then I went messel’ to the man, an’
p’raps yer ken, yer honor, how a mither wud beg an’ pray
Jor the bone 0’ her bome an’ flesh o’ her flesh; but he
laughed in me face. Last night, yer honor, the noive
at me door frightened me; I runned wi’ all me micht
to see wha’ were the trouble, an’ me Robbie swayed into
the voom an’ fell at me feet—nhe were drunk, yer honor!
Then McGinnis poket his face in at me door, an’ asket,
‘Wha' think ye now, Mistress Byrne?’ Did T mean
to strike the mon, yerhonor?  An'I could, I'd a struck
the breath fra’ his body! Ye'd better keep me wi’
lock an’ key till me gloom dies out; but, O jedge,
jedge, I wish messel’ an’ me lad were in the kirkyard
aside the gude father !

¢ They tell me if I could prove the mon sold liquor
to the bairn under age, the law could stop him. I tell
ye, jedge, there’s naught but God’s vengeance can stop
his ik, ~ 1t's well enough to a’rest the mither as strikes

the mon as ruins her chilt; but wait ye tll the Lord Al-
mighty strikes—aye—wait ye for that.”

As the threatening voice stilled, the woman was pro-
nounced dischargéd, and upon his re-appearance in
court McGinnis was lodged in the county jail on charge
of having wiltully sold or given intoxicating drink to a
minor, His comrades declared the evidence on which
he was convicted to have been legally slight and uncer-
tain ; but the clerk of the court was heard to remark
that he believed from his soul the judge dare not wait
Jorthe Lord Almighty.—The Methodist Advance.
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PAIN ; ITS USES AND TREATMENT.

From the earliest ages there has been an earnest
search for a universal panacea for pain. It is uni-
versally regarded as an enemy which should be con-
tended against and subdued as quickly as possible.
The physiologist, however, regards pain as a friend,
since 1t gives warning of danger, and thus in many
cases gives opportunity for averting the threatened
calamity to the physical organizm. Pain is a sentinel
which stands on guard to protect the citadel of life.
‘When the faithful sentinel is lulled to sleep by the
devices of anwsthesia, a limb may be severed from the
body and the most exquisitely sensitive organs may be
subjected to violence without any remonstrance on the
part of outraged nature. If anaesthesia were the
natural condition, life could not long be maintained,
for the body would soon be destroyed by the various
destructive agents with which it comes in contact. In
view of these facts, it is evident that before seeking a
remedy for the relief of pain in any particular case, the
question should be asked, What is the nature and
cause of the symptom ? In the majority of cases the
treatment should be applied not directly for the relief
of the pain itself, but for the purpose of removing the
cause upon which the pain depends. When this is
done, the pain ceases of itself ; whereas, when the
opposite course is taken, the sensibility to pain may be
obtunded by depriving the nerves of their power of
remonstrance while the canse still remains. As a
general rule, the large elass of drugs which are so ex-
tensively used for the relief of pain are utterly worthless
as a means of cure, being simply temporary palliatives.
In many instances, too, the very drug which relieves
the pain temporarily, really increases the difficulty by
paralyzing the efforts of nature to remove the morbid
canse from which the pain arises,

Cold is generally the most efficacious remedy for the
relief of pain when it is produced by active congestion
or inflammation. Pain accompanied by a great amount
of heat generally calls for the application of cold.
Some-cases of neuralgia are best relieved by ice or cold
compresses. The best remedy for the relief of the pain
of a felon before it reaches maturity is immersion of
the hand and arm in water as cold as can be borne.
Probably there is no one remedy of so universal appli-
cation as a means of relieving pain as heat, It may
be applied in connection with moisture by fomentations,
or without, by means of bags filled with hot water,
heated sand, corn meal, or some similar sabstance, hot
bottles, bricks, ete. Either moist or dry heat is almost
always efficacious in the pain of neuralgia, Pain
arising from deficient circulation is also generally best
relieved by hot applications. The pain of passive con-
gestion yields to heat quicker than to any other remedy.
The severe pain of a felon approaching maturity will
often be relieved, as if by magie, by a hot spray or a
fomentation. Bowel pains are invariably relieved by
hot fomentations and by large hot enemas. Severe
nervous headache is often best relieved by fomentations
or sponging the head with hot water. Fomentations
to the bowels are mast effective in sympathetic head-
ache. The pain of rheumatism, acute sciatica, neuralgia,
pleurodynia and pleurisy, yield best to hot applications.
Excruciating pain arising {rom piles or a fissure of the
anus may be often dissipated by sitting over a vessel
nearly filled with very hot water. The terrible itching
of pleuritis and the intolerable pain of earache and
toothache also yield to the application of heat. The
pain accompanying inflammation of the veins, and the
extreme pain and soreness arising from bruises, lacera-
tions, fractures of bones, and many other accidents, are
relieved, generally, more readily by the application of
heat than by any other means. The warm-blanket
pack, and the Turkish, hot-air, vapor, and Russian baths
are the most effective means of applying heat. They can
be utilized to the greatest advantage in the treatment
of cases characterized by pain of a general character.
Poultices of various sorts are generally no more effect-
ive than fomentations, in some cases less so. Their
efficacy is wholly due in the wmajority of cases to the
heat and moisture of the application.

Rubbing, gently stroking the part which is the seat
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of the active pain, will not infrequently secure prompt
velief from suffering. This is especially true in the
case of headache, pain in the joints, and in some cases
of neuralgia and muscular rheumatism. Many popular
liniments owe their efficacy almost wholly to the friction
with which they are applied. It is well known that a
linimenit does no good unless it is well rubbed in. A
remedy which many years ago was very popular for the
relief of pain consisted wholly of olive-oil with the
addition of a little beeswax. Gentle stroking of the
head and spine will often give more complete relief in
severe nervous headache and general nervous irritability
than any other remedy which can be applied.—Home
Hand-Book of Hygiene and Medicine.

et §.
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CATCHING COLD IN FEVYERS.

Tue danger of taking cold in fevers is greatly over-
estimated. The principal symptoms of all febrile
diseases indicate the- presence of an unnatural degree
of heat. The proper remedial course to pursue, then,
is one which will reduce the unnatural temperature,
The normal heat of the body is 985 degrees. A rige
of four or five degrees is indicative of fever. It is not
usual for. the temperature to rise above 103 or 1056
degrees in fevers. A temperature of 107 degrees or
over is very likely to be fatal,

The popular idea is that a person in a fevered con-
dition must be very carefully housed, and every breath
of fresh air éxcluded from the room, and the utmost
care taken in moving the bed clothing, lest some fresh
air should reach the person. This is utter nonsense.
It is not well for the patient to be exposed to a strong
draft of air.  Sn much for precantion. Now open wide
the windows and doors. Sponge off the entire body
every few hours in tepid water, allowing the air to come
to the body and to evaporate a good portion of the
water applied. Clothe the patient lightly, and keep
the roown at a steady low temperature, and from time
to time expose the entire body to the air, giving it a
cool air bath., Let the patient have bits of ice to
swallow. And one of the most effectual means for
reducing a fever is the adniinistering of the cold enema.
This last measure may be employed when the extreme
weakness of the patient causes chilliness in sponging,

The above measures.should be used with due cantion,
and in respect to the patient’s strength and to prevent
a chilly sensation. And yet the clully sensation is not
necessarily the opposite of fever, for the tewmperature
frequently remains unchanged. DBut fresh air, and the
rational application of water for the reduction of fevers,
are coming to be recognized by many advanced medical
men at their true value.

_—_———————————
TEMPERANCE FIRST.

No one form of evil is so defiling 1 its effects as in-
temperance. It not only leads to drunkenness and
revellings, but it “sets on fire the course of nature.”
It exalts and strengthens the evil and the base, and
weakens and enslaves the gond.  But intemperance has
a broader nieaning to the conscientious Christian than
the habitual use of intoxicating drinks. The baleful
effects of aleoholism are but the climax of a long train
of evils, many of whicl are fostered in the homes and
cireles of respectable society. Aleohol is but one of a
large class of stimulants and irritants, whose effects
upon the individual, morally and physically, are un-
wholesome. The indulgence of any injurious habit is
intemperance, aud the effect of sach indulgence is to
break down the moral sense by duing vinlence to it, to
undermine the physical strength and soundness, and to
pave the way for deeper transgressions. A diseased
mind frequently attends bodily infirmity, and habits of
intemperate indulgence will always produce the former
while causing the latter, Paul says to the Carinthians,
¢ He that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all
things.” Peter places temperance before patience and
godliness in the acquirement of the Christian graces,
where it logically and necessarily belongs.—Sel.

U Y
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It is said that in Paris thousands of women tare
cutting short their careers by the use of morphine.
Morphine disks are dissolved in a small bottle of
water, and this iz placed in a case which includes a
tiny syringe. The whole apparatus is of a miniature
description, and can be conveniently carried inside the
smallest muff. The vice has become so fashionable
that women actually fill their syringes before starting
for the theatre, and thus have the means at their dis-
posal, any moment. of injecting themselves with the
drug while lounging in the fauteuils or in their boxes.

Ax authority says that 15,000 children are killed
annually by the use of soothing-syrups and other
similar preparations.
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Minton, 24mo., size 6 x 4 x 13 inch, at 6s. - ’

Brevier, 16mo., size 62 x 5 x 1}, ranging in price from 8s. to 10s.

Bourgeois, 8vo., size 93 x 63 x 1 inch, ranging in price from 21s. to 94s..
fnterleaved, ’

Pica, 16mo,, size 83 x 63 x 1} inch, at 188,

GO0D HEALTH,

An itlustrated thirty-two page monthly, devoted to physical, mental, and
moral culture, to temperance principles, and the art of preserving health.
Good Health enjoys the largest circulation of any journal of its kind in
existence. Published in London. United States, and Metbourne.
" Specimen copies sent free on application, Sent, post-paid, one year,
or Bs.
With premium, 6s,
Address Good Health, 46 Little Collins Street West, Melbourne; or
North Fitsroy,

AUSTRALASIAN YOUTH & SABBATH-SCHOOL
GUIDE,

A four-page monthly, illustrated, designed for Sabbath-schools and
the home circle. Price one year, post-paid, 2s, 6d.

Address BIBLE Ecoo, North Fitzroy,

THE BIBLE ECHO,

A Monthly Religious and Home Journal of sixteen pages. advoeating
The Soon Coming of Christ, The Sabbath of the Fourth
Commandment, Salvation through Faith and Obedience,
Immortality through Christ, eto.

Besides these specific ideas, it presents each month a
SELECT VARIETY OF MORAL AND RELIGIOUS READING,
In an attractive form, calculated to interest an! benefit

THE FAMILY, THE CHURCH, AND THE INDIVIDUAL READER.

It will be the carnest endeavor of the Publishers to prodnce a paper
of
Superior Excellence in Every Particular,

3s, 64,
Address Brauk Ecso, North Fiteroy; or 46 Little Colling Streeg

Sent, p. st-paid, one year, for

, West, Melbourne,
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THE annual meeting of the General Conference of Sev-
enth-day Adventists is now in session in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, U. 8. A. The importance of these annual
meetings is increased each year. We look with great in-
terest for a report of its proceedings.

THE last of the interesting articles on “The Rise and
Progress of Present T'ruth,” appears in this number of the
Eono, Althongh brief, they have given mach inforination
respecting the early history of the Sabbath movement, and
the development and practical workings of the various in-
stitutions and organizations among us. These are subjects
upon which all should be intelligent, and we are sure the
articles have been appreciated. '

WOoRK on the new buildings for our publishing work is
already under way, and we hope by the beginning of the
year to issue our paper from new and more commodious
quarters. We look with courage to the future, trusting
in God, in whose work we are engaged, and in the faith-
fulness of his people to stand by the work with heart,
hand, and their prayers.

TrE last quarterly meeting of the Melbourne church
was held Sabbath, October 6. The Sabbath-school, which
met at 9:30 A, M., has a membership of 164, with an
average attendance of 148. The meeting of the church
was held at eleven o’clock, and as the roll was called, one
hundred and forty of the one hnndred and forty-eight
members responded to their names. Five were taken into
the church, and four had previously joined. During the
quarter eleven letters have been granted to members re-
moving. Several othiers are awaiting baptism., The oe-
casion was one of intereést and encouragenent,

Tue following resolntion was adopted by the Anstralian
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists at their recent
session :—

“ Resolved That we literally carry out the instruction of the
apostle Paul in 1 Cor. 16:2: “Upon ihe fivst day of the week let
every one of you lay by h1m in store as Grod hath prospered him,’
for missionary purposes.’

This is in barmony with the action of onr people in
America, and the recommendation of the General Confer-
ence. The plan pursued is this : each one who will, promises
to give each first day of the week an offering for mission:
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ary work, The sum is not specified in the promise, but is
in proportion to the prosperity or circumstances of the
preceding week.. Of course the sums are not generally
large, but range fromn a very few pence, or even a penny
a week, up to larger amounts. These offerings are de-
posited in a box for the purpose. The box is opened at
the end of the quarter, and the money paid to the church
treasurer. This money is, in America, wholly devoted to
foreign missions ; but as thie is yet considered a mission
field, it bas been decided to devote this money to mission-
ary purposes in this country. TFor the present it will be
used to purchase and equip tents We recommend this
enterprise to all our friends, even the children. We
have prepared a large number of very neat little boxes
which we will send free in any nnmber to any place. The
boxes will be presented to those who will sign a promise,
which is printed on the box, to make each week an
offering. The object is a most worthy one, and the tent
fund will soon be called upon to meet large demands, if
we carry out the work before ns. Those who wish the
boxes, address this office.

Tue work of canvassing for our denominational
subscription books, received a good degree of atten-
tion at our late Conference. The services of Brother
Jesse Pallant of Auckland, a canvasser of experience, have
been secured as general agent over this branch of the
work. Bro. Pallant is already with ns and at work, and
he carnestly desires to correspond or confer with any who
may think of engaging in this work. Liberal terms are
made to agents, and those who are now engaged are meet-
ing with a good degree of success, and have the
satisfaction of knowing that they are assisting effectually
in spreading a knowledge of the present truth.

“ Hg that saith he abideth in hini ought himself alsn so to
walk, even ashe walked.” 1Jno.2:6.- Itisoftenand truly
said that it is a great thing to be a Christian. To make
pretensions and arrogate claims and to flaunt a name is
indeed easy enongh. But none of these things avail if
the Spirit, and character, and daily walk of the Master
are wanting. Some are very fond of congratulating
themselves upon the name they have taken. One such
individual pressed us to know if we “subscribed” our-
selves “in the name Tsrael” It makes not a whit of
difference with our character how we write our nawes.
“Tsrael” means one who prevails with God. It is for us
to do the prevailing, aud God will bestow the name
according to the character we develop. Others boast the
name “ Christian,” or similar titles generally applied to all
who “love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity,” and with
astounding self-complacency monopolize the titles of the
followers of Jesus to the exclusion of all whe follow not
them. Sad would it be for the rest of usif any self-
conceited sect should obtain a copyright to the only name
through which we could enter heaven.

As it is, we rest content if we can only be found
exhibiting the characteristics of Christ. We believe that
to be a Christian is to be Christ-like. Christ says of him-
self, “T have kept my Tather's commandments.” And,
“Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
comnnandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called
least in the kingdom of heaven.”  And yet many self-
styled *“ Christians™ are doing that very thing. The Bible
says, “ Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my
disciples.” In the face of this, many kick the law of
God in contempt, tread it in the dust, and cover it with
reproach, and think they must be the people of God
becanse they style themselvés “ Disciples.” The Saviour
told his followers to rejoice that their names were written
in heaven, This is the great gunestion with us. And to
the final overcomer it is promised, “I will give unto him a
white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which
no wan knoweth, saving he that receiveth it.”

" ThE following advertisement was lately inserted in one
of the city papers :—
¢ SABBATH QUESTION.

“ As the Mosaic Sabbath morning was after the evening of the
seventh day of the week, while the Sabbath morning obsewed by
Christians in general is before the evening of the first day of the
week, if the adventists, or anybody else, will prove that the morn-
ing after the evening of the seventh day of the week is not the
morning before the evening of the first- day of the week, and dem-
onstrate it by Matt. 12th ch. and 40th verse, I will glve them £5,

“J. ATTENBOROUGH.”
Now it is our turn. Here it is: As Holland was taken
by the Dutch in 189, and as nobody knows when Aus-
tralia was discovered, if j. attenbotrough or any other man
will prove that Capt. Cook discovered England, and that
he was not a Frenchman by birth, and demonstrate it by
Job, 38 :2, we will give—it up.

THE ATONEMENT ;

AN EXAMINATION OF

SYSTEM, IN THE LIGHT OF NATURE
AND OF REVELATION.

By ELD. J. H. WAGGONER.

THE REMEDIAL

Tris book, a volume of 368 pages, is for sale at this
office. It isa critical anil exhaustive treatise on the plan
and work of human salvation and redemption. Th
subject is taken up logically and seripturaliy, and treated
in a ntanner which cannot fail to arrest and retain the bést
interest of the reader. As an exponent of the important
subject with which it deals, we doubt if it has an equal in
the range of theological writings. We would be pleased
to have all our readers read this book. It will be sent,
post-paid, to any address in the colonies, for 4s. 9d.

<5 THE BIBLE ECHO =%
FOR 1889.

—— T A A R O

E are nearing the close of another Volume.

We are glad to be able to say that under
the blessing of God, and the efforts of our friends,
this Journal has hitherto enjoyed an

INGREASING PROSPHRITY.

It has been decided to take a step in advance,
and publish the BiBLe Ecro semi-monthly instead
of monthly. This will impose upon the Publishing
House a financial burden which they are not able
to bear without the help of all our friends.

It is only upon our Reliance on this that we Go Forward.

The publication of such a paper as the EcHo,
in the best style of the art and of first-class
material,

WITHOUT PAID ADVERTISEMENTS,

At the low price for which it is furnished, is, we
venture to say, the most generous terms upon
which any periodical is placed before the Austral-
asian public.

It is proposed to start out to maintain the present
size, and still to reject advertisements, a large
number of which await us, and to endeavor by
gvery possible means to improve the standard of
excellence heretofore attained.

To do this it is absolutely necessary that our

Subscription List Shall be Increased
And subscriptions promptly paid.

THE FOLLOWING
LIBERAL SCALE OF PRICES
Has been determined upon :—

For Single Coptes, per year, mn alvance,  5s. 0.1,
For clubs of five or more per }’Lal’, quarterly

or yearly in advance T 4.
Single Copies 3d.
76 the United States, ]ﬁmf year 1.50

These prices include postage.

Thus it will be seen that for an advance of 2s.
on single subscriptions, and of 1s. and 3d. on
clubs, we send twice the number of papers that
we did before.

This will afford a good opportunity for those
who wish to engage in missionary work to take
clubs and sell the single numbers or obtain yearly
subscriptions.

Until the first of the year, we will date all
subscriptions January first, and will send the
December number free.

NOW IS THE TIME TO WORK.
Qe U Commence i GOnee!

d and published by M. Q. Isnel nnd W, D. Curtis, for the Interna
tiggln'i“raot Sé)mety, at the Echo Publishing House, Rae and Scotchmer
Streets, North Fitzroy.
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