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AN APPEAL TO THE GOVERNMENT
To THE HONORABLE,
THE PREMIER QF THE DOMINION OF CANADA.

" Referring to the attempt which is being made at
the present time by the Lord’s Day Alliance'to in-
fluence the Dominion Parliament at its coming ses-
sion to enact a Sunday Law, we the’ undersxgned
citizens of the Dominion of Canada, beg the | prxvx-
‘lédge of presenting the following Brief for your ¢ con-
sideration as a reason whv we object to the pro-
_posed leglslanon :

?. Believing that the Fourth Commandment of
the Decalogue should be obeyed literally, we ob-
serve the seventh day, or Saturday, as the Sabbath,
and cairy on our work on Sunday the same as on
t'herther'days of the week; but such a law would
deprive tis of ome sixth of our txme, and conse-
quently ‘of one sixth of our income, - The Gov-
erument will get no pecumary benefit from this tax
upon us; aiid we will get no eqmvalent for our time.
Many of ' our people are farmers, and it would be a
great gru.vance to them, especxallv at cerlam seasons
of the year, to be deprived of one day’s work every
week; and as no pessfble good can come from it,
either to us'of to those Wwho require it of us, we do
‘most earnestly petition that such legls]anon Be not
énacled
NES It lS "Religious Lecrxslatlon and as such we
ob]ect 16 it ]

‘(@) Thatitis rehgxous leglelauon is ahown from
the language in which ' the petmon askmg for it is
¢ouched. Here is the language :—

“We respectfully pray that $uch legxslauon be
euacxed as w1ll adequately protect every one in. the
en]oyfnent of the’ Lord’s Day, commouly called
Sunday,”ete, ©

And again in the draft of "the” Bill submmed by
the Lord’s Day Alhance, in drticle 1wo we find the
lollowmg —

"«¢ It shall’not be lawl’ul for any person on the
Lord’s Day to sell, ete.”

‘Now we respectfully submit that the Lord’s Day
is a rehgxous institution, and that the cbservance of
‘thie day is a rehglous duty and wholly such, a du()
‘Which wé owe o the Lord and to him alone. "It is

the Lord’s Day; and as such it should be rendered
to the Lord, and not to Caesar, or the State.,

It is the ¢ %abbath of the Lotd thy God,” not ‘the
sabbath_of the Domxmon not_the American sab-
bath the continental sabbath; nor any. other man-
made sabbath, and we are admonished in. Scrxptum
to render to God the things that are his.

Like the Lord’s Supper, the Lord’s Prayer at
u,ndapce at the house of the Lord Baptlsm, or any
other rehglous ceremony, the observance. of. ghe
Lord’s Day is sxmply and solely an act of rellglous
worship; and we believe that its observance should
no more be enforced by civil Jaw than should .the
observance of any other forms of religious worshlp
which we hsve named .

(5) That itis Rellgxous Legrslanou is shoun stlll
further from the fact that this Lord’s. Day Act is
not intended to restrain ot prevétit ciiiné, but #is
intended to restrain or prevent what,is cqns;d.ered
to be u‘rehgmn l

The truthfulness as well as the. force of thls smte<
ment will be apparent when we come 10 consider

'that when a crime is committed on. Sunday and a

convxctxon is secured agamst the cnmmnl itis nev-
er secured under the provisions of the Lord’s Day
Act, but always under some other statute.. And a-

gain, whenever a conviction is secured under the

Lord’s Day Act itis mvanably sectu.ed for an.of
t'ence which in’itself is pexfectly civil, and _which
would be s0 regarded if performed upon some other
day of the week,

The only reason theret'ore, why a civil act is cog-
sxdereq an mdlcuble offence if commmed on Syn-
day, is because it is thought to be- lrrehglous, and
not at all because it is thought 1o be nncivil. i

(¢) That this proposed Sunday Law is Religious
Legislation is shown from the fact that, the observ.

ance of the day is not upon a civil basxsr If Sunday

is to be regarded hy this proposed law as g civil ddy .
merely, why should it not be put upon. lhe same
basis as any other recogmzed cml | holiday ?* Quiet,
civil employment or h;umless recreatlon are not con-
sxdered indictable. oﬂences if performe.d upon Em-
plre Day, New Year’s the first of July, a Civic Holi-
day, o T hankscrlvmg, any more than, they would be
if performed upon any other day Now if Sunday
is 1o he considered as a civil day, why should quiet
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civil employment or harmless reascation on that day
hecansiderediindictadiic aifemacs nayimore than they
sbaslid wpon dheae opherdeyswilitch we have mamed?
Is. Sunday any more civil thian these other days?
Notat all. ‘But it is sease weligions, and - that '8
the reason why its ohserxance s demanded. . . .
{#) ‘This proposed Sunday Law is showa 1o ‘be

Haoligions Logislation drem the charscter of the dis:.

turbance complained of, and from the nature of the
injury sustained.

The complaint s not -made because some one has
syffered a physical ‘injury to his person, nor a pecu-
Titary ‘injury to his property; but it is made because
‘he ‘thir’ks thut the ome who did the work on Sunday,
«ar those-who are irfluenced by t, suffered -a spiritual
injury. But the Goveroment of the Dominion of
Tanaflle is not a spiritual government. It is a civil
government, and therefore it 'has no Jjurisdiction
over spirimal offences such as ‘Sabbath-breaking
is. S
From all these considerations it is clear that this
attempt on the part of the Lord’s 'Day Alliance ‘to
uecure a Domiinion Sunday Law, is an attempt to
secure Religious Legislation; and against it all we
wish to efter our most earnest protést.

3. Tlis legisiation is not needed by the people of
Canada.

.{&) This.wit] appear from the language of your
petitioners, who ask that ‘‘such legislation be en-
acted ws will adequately protect everyone in the en-
joyment. of the Lord’s Day.” This Tanguage im-
plies thxt thare are some.at Jeast in the Dominion
of ‘Canada who are not adeqnztéiy protected in the

evjoyment of the Lord's Day.
The question arises #s 10 what is meant by “‘ade.

gmate protection in the enjoyment of the Lord’s
Daty® Are these petitioners merely asking for Taw

- that witl grant a holiday—a day d!—-ance a week

to these who are not “adequately pto‘wctcd in the
enjoyment of the Lord’s Day”? If thisiswhat they
are asking for, then why in the mame of reason do
they mzke the additional demand that the proposed
taw dhafl pml'n’ml “the doing on that day of bumsi.
ness, labor, or. work™?. Such. things are 0t ,p:o-
#ibited or any other legal holiday.

€ there are those in this Dominion of Camdzwho
reafly are not protected in the enjoyment of the
Lor®s Day as a hofiday, such protection can be af-
forded them withont resorting to the extreme meas-
ure of prohibiting all business on that day.

On the other hand, if this proposed law is de-
signed to protect any one in the enjoyment of the
Lerd’s Day as.a holy day, no one won!d fail to see

that 7t would be Religions Legislation, pure and .

simpie : and not only so but it would be class legis.

lation as well; for it would prohibit the employers,

- fhose wito constimte fe bone sndl sinew of our na-

sion’s material weliare, from doing buwsiness 2t a
time which the best interests of their business ap-
‘pemrs 30 thum, that &t onghs 1o de done.

Jnstead of protecting the peaple, this Sunday law
weilld enly pretect the Religious Institutéon of the
Trord's Day. - It-world fmoposeFmes and Tmprison-:
ment upon those who would not conform théir busi..
aess xo this form .of Rdligious Worskip. -

(4) ‘Labor, business, or work,” even though it
be performed in a field or factary adjaiving & house
of wosship, dwes Dot disturb ‘Use worship unbess it is.
intentionally and unnecessarily baisterous; and in
that case the provisions of the Lord’s Day Act would
not be invoked to restrain the disturbance, but the
statute would be appealed to which forbids the dis-
turbing of a religious.meeting.

Again, the sittings of Parliament, or the courts of
justice, the running of the Public Schools and other
institutions of learning, are not. disturbed by civil
employment or harmless recreation on other days of
the week. Nor is the Religious Worship of the
Jews, and uthers who observe the Sabbath, disturb-
ed by the noise of business which is carried. on on
that day, and which is greater if possible.than un
other days of the wqck No one ever beard 3 com-
p1amt being made by these people on account of the
disturbance ot their Religious Worship-on the Sab-,
bath Day. We repeat that this distuthance is of 2
mental character merely, and is occasioned solely by
non.conformity to an act of Religious Worship.

(<) Restraining people from ,Z:ivi,l employment sn
Sunday does no good to_the one restrained, nor to
the one who restrains him. The one restrained is
not made cirll by the restraint, because that from
which he is restrained is not uncivil. And he cer-
tainly is not made religious by the restraint; for

people are not made religions in that way. “If
rightousness come by the la\v, says the Sc.npmxe,
“then Christ is dead in vain.”

So far, then, as the one whom it is m:cnded 1o .rc-
strain is concerned, this legislation is not need-ed,
for he is made ngither cwxligp,r ;ejagugg lzy i, Agd
80 far as the one who restraing him is concerned, be,
can derive no possible benefit from the legislation
unless it be from the moiety of the fine which is al-
towed Jor entering the complaint. Aside from this
consideration, he is no better off pecuniarily, and if
that is the reason of hisentering the camplaint, he
is certainly no better for having entered it

4- We.object to this propesed Sunday Law, be-
rcause it islegislation against the Law of God. Ev-
erywhere and always the Divine Command concera-
img the Lord's Day is: *“ The Seventh Day is the
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Salbibath of the Lord thy:God.” Now #f1he Domin-
#oh Parliament -bas the vight to decide in' repard o
the manmer in wivich the Liords Dayshall be -ob-
served, as it has not, the provisions of tbe Act shonld
conform te the requirements of the Divine Statute.
But they do not, for the day which is required to be
observed in the proposed legislation is met the Sew-
enth Day.
is-enected into Jaw, it will te done in direct oppos-
ition 'to ‘the Law of God, and thus it will Tequire
every une ‘i the Dominion of Canalla either to com-
it sin, or to pay afine for not doing it. Now do
not misunderstand us on this point. We are Sev-
euth-dxy Adventists; ‘but if this proposed law were
in favor of enforcing the seventh day as the Lord's
Day, we would oppose it just as we oppose it as it
is now, for the reasan that civil government Jhas
nothing to do with whas we owe to Gud, or.whether
we owe anything or not, or whether we pay it ormot.

FROM THE FIELD

-

ToRONTO, JAN. 14, 4904.
TO THE MESSENGER :—

“We arrived &n Torento on January the 8th, und
began preparations for the canvassing work. 1 bawe
been invited to go out with new beginners and oth-
ers needing help, and assist them in getting estab-
lished in the work. We would be pleased 1o boar
from any in the Canadian Union who desire to en-
ter the work.

The Spirit of Prophecy tells us that {here showld
be one hundred canvassers in the field where sow
there is one. Surely this is especially true of the
Canadian field. We ane all more or less familiar
with the aggressive work now being done by the
Lord’s Day Alliance; any one who has read Mr.
Shearer’s article in the January sumber of their pa-
per, The Lord’s Day Advocate, showing the close re-
lation between the Lord’s Day Afliance and the
Rowman Church, must surely see the meed of spread-
ing our good litetature like the feaves of autumn.

A few days-age 'l bought a War Cry from a Sal-
vation Army gird. I asked her if she liked canvass-
ing. She answered me with all the fraakaess char-
acteristic of that people,—*‘Ob that is ene of the
joys of being a Salvationist.” I thought, what a
giorious thing it wuudd be-if ouwr people would rise
up by scores and by hundreds, and go forth in that
spirit to spread the printed page. If we coumt it
all joy to work for the Lord, we shall surely come
again with rejoicing bringing our sheaves with us.

Our address is 7 Abbs St., Torelto, Ont,

W BowLeR.

-And-therefore, if this proposed measure.

[T was my privilege to meet Elder H. E. Rickard
in Montreal January 12th in counsel relative to the
work. e el quursely mesting the following
Sabbath xnd Sendwy. hechonth members were

- not all present, but we had a good meeting, and

studied ‘briefly the mbaning of svents raiding place
among us. A full corps of officers wes slected and
assigned work. Brother G. H. Skipner was elected
elder of the church aud aas ardained to this office,

The amount-of wash pwid te the trewsurer during
last quarter was $214.64. Of this amount $155.44
was tithe, and the balance Sabbath-school und First
Bay Offerings. The groater portion &f the charch
is active in raising maney for 'the thuxwh baikling,
and success 45 artending the effon,

Of all times it is now time to be oyal and troe Yo
the cause, and to twke heed dest we fall mnder the
devices of the ememry.  Pretention wifl not atswer
the call.  *‘By their froits yve dhadl know them.™
The doers of the wark are hiessod, saith the Scrip-
mres. The work in Montsenl is advancing. :

W. H. THNuRsDON,

WE HELD our qasna-lymeeﬁng’ Fan. 6 and 7, and
the aitendance was very good.' “A brief stady was'
given on the ordinances, their sigaificance and im-
portance, the church and its work, and" the ordi-
nances were then celebrated. -

At the business meeting on Sunday the records of
the cirarch wars anrofully gotre ewr, & fall ¥et of
books was epened, the officers were @lecved and ¥n-
structed in their work, and several were admitted to
the church. The present membership is twenty-two,
and we expect that others will unite soon. =~

“I'be financial report showed the total.cash receipts
for the year tobe $304.63. “This mcludeiallmone\ s'
raised by the church during the year.

‘The church is now in good working order, and
all the members are doing something 20 spread the
trath.  Thitre are severasd desiring buprism; and they
were taken imto the church salyjoct o baptiem.
This ardinance will be celebrated in early summer
in the beautiful waters of the Ottawa,

’ W. H. THURSTON.

THE PETITHON WORX
THE petitions are coming im from varicss par of
the Dominion. Let the good workgo om. We se-
cursd about fifty games éa four hours yesierday in
Otiawa. The average common man does ant wish
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to have more Sunday legislat'i'cm. We find the pe.
tition work is.one of the best means of distiibuting
the reading matter. Let us continue to scatter it.
Send to B. B. Noftsger, Box 178, Toronto Je,
Ont., for price hsts, if youdo not have what you
want. " - A. O. BURRILL.

dmom NOTES

" We hear nothmg but goed wuh re[erence to the
petmon work.

‘Early Wntmgs” is' temporarily_out of print. A
new edmon will be pubhshed soon.

Our report of tithe and offerings is late thls month
omng to so much. work in the yearly balances.-

- Elder Thurston writes that the petitions aré’ com-
g in fast. Do tiot let this u-oub]e you—~therc is'a
month to work yet v ; .

Our Specml Tcstxmomes, Sen:s B No. 6 \»ere
ordared Jan. 4, but none reached us unnl the 25th,
and then: only half our order. ‘

The lmle compapy at Coldstream Om is- takmg
up-the Jitergture vgork in a sysiematic way. -We
hope Lo hear a report of their work soon. : -

: We are sorry to learn of the death of Brother
Chatles Beresford,.of London, Ont. Ne-doubt we
will hear more with reference to.this sad death,

We: sometimes get’ orders like the following,—
“Please send me the Revirw of Jan. 9.” Please
note thatwe do not keep the perlodlcals in stock
and ‘cannot fill such ordcrs

So far but few donandﬁs for the" expense of the
Religious leerty work have come'in. Our breth~
ren from Canada who are living in the States havu
sent all the donations received so far. .

Report ot '1‘1thes and Oﬂerings Received

During December
“Tithes Offerings

INDIVIDUALS * $116.24 $4.50
MUskoKA ) 8.23 - T $ .74
LYNDEN = 12.83 - 1.~ .70
GaALr 34.20 12.85 3.46
TORONTO 28.40 .. 15.55 .
OTTAWA 22, 16, 520
HaMIiLTOR 35.37 14.30 7.85
GUELPH 12.75 1.26
LONDON 129. 77,
BRANTFORD 35.79 16.17 - " -6.58
ALBUNA": - 20.05 14.78 - .45
LINDSAY 26.79 5.42° c
OIL SPRINGS 9.13 - 2. : '
INGERSOLL 317 ¢ 8.
S1. THOMAS - 66.85 33.15
Bouck’s HiLL 42.99 23.79
WocpsTocK - "10.66 1 1.50
PALMERSTON® R R
Iroquors’ . e 305

. . $614.39 "$253-32
SABBATH-SCHO'OL'OFFEMNG” LT
‘Orfawa 7 §4. 30 o
Bouck’s HILL ~ 1.30"
ﬁu&ps_yu.ui ALABAMA -SCHOOL,;-GUELRH $100.
SOUTHERN MISSIONARY SOCIETFY,

" GALT ~ "$ .20
HAMILPON ¢ 13837

Toxomo . A8

Repoi‘t of ‘the Oanvasslilg Work for Week Endmg Ja.n 19 1906

- Orders

Name ' < Place Book Vam ¥alue Miscellancous-Opders Deliveréd
Grant Priddy, Markham; Odé " D.R. L6 -+ $6.- S
Mrs. C. O. Hickok, Bracebridge, Ont. G’rt Cont. “ o " 26, R W 11
Mrs: R..Barnett, Woodstotk, Ont.’ €: K. 10 1F.25 " 5.
H. D: Carr, Lorne Pirk,. Ont. - _ -D. R. 1 I T 1. 35
John :McEachern, Lorne Park, Ont. C. K. I 1.25
-Totals, - -+ 5 Agents, " s © $45.50 Sn 50
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