


t o r 

i 
BAPTISM BY SNOW 

've never been one to wax eloquent on 
the beauty of my surroundings, but 
there is one day every year that grabs 

me like none other. Though I never know 
exactly when it will happen or how it will 
look, the day of this one event means 
more to me than the other 364 combined. 
I'm talking about the morning after the 
first snowfall. There is something about 
the silence and stillness brought by the 
new blanket of snow that makes my 
God seem very real and very close. 

It all started about eight years ago 
when my children were babies and I was, 
in my own estimation, overworked and 
undervalued. Having always been fiercely 
independent, I resented relinquishing 
control of my life to anyone, even my 
own children. Then, of course, I felt 
guilty for feeling resentment. Then I 
resented feeling guilty. It was a downward 
spiral that appeared to have no end. I 
was depressed, miserable, and very, very 
tired. Always incredibly tired. 

So it made no sense to me when, 
one particular morning, I leapt out of 
bed for no apparent reason at 4 a.m. 
No babies were crying; no work needed 
doing. There was just quiet darkness 
and me telling myself to go back to sleep 
while I had the chance. But I couldn't 
sleep. I felt compelled to get up and 
go outside. 

Whispering a notice to my husband 
that I was going for a walk, I slipped 
down the hall and to the back door 
without waking the kids. I felt like 
someone was rushing me even though, 
in reality, this was the only time in recent 
years when there was no one near me 
who needed my immediate tending. 
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Still, something just kept saying "hurry 
and go outside." 

When I opened the door, I immediately 
saw that my world had been transformed! 
Snow had fallen overnight erasing the 
dingy and dirty world I'd been living in 
and leaving in its place a soft, twinkling 
wonderland. Instantly, I recognized the 
voice that had woken me and urged me 
to get outside. It was my Father, and now 
He said-I'm still not sure that it wasn't 
audible-"Look what I did! I couldn't 
wait to show you! Won't you come out 
and enjoy this with me?" And I did. We 
walked and talked and sang and danced 
in the snow that morning, my Heavenly 
Father and I. And when I went back 
inside to my family, I was as changed as 
the landscape. My heart, so heavy an 
hour earlier, was as light as snowflakes. 
My outlook, previously drab, sparkled 
with a thousand lights. 

That was eight years ago, but every 
year since then on the morning of the 
first snow, my Father has awakened me 
to revel in the newness of His creation. 
It's a standing appointment to which I 
look forward all year. It reminds me that 
He who created me in the beginning 
isn't now just standing passively by 
admiring His handiwork but, rather, 
is happy and excited to recreate me 
over and over again, making me more 
remarkable every time He touches my 
life. And He wants to do it for you, 

too. ■ 

Crystal D. Holloway, editor 
cho/Joway@sdacc.org 
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RE:"Earth Talk," October 2007 
I would like to cake exception to Chad 
Kettner's article, "Turning Water into 
Grime," about the use of botcled water. 

First, human health is important, so 
how much of chat 2000% increase in the 
boccled water industry is because people 
are now caking seriously their need to 
meet their minimum daily allotment of 
H 20? A lot I'll bee. This is a good thing. 

Second, although I agree chat fluoride 
can help prevent tooth decay, fluoride 
does not belong inside the body. If one 
wants fluoride, one should get their teeth 
treated at the dentist's office. This is 
probably more effective anyway. 

Third, there is some bottled water 
chat I wouldn't give a nickel for, but 
Aquafina is considered one of, if not 
the, purest water on the bottled water 
market. Where the water came from
the tap or the lake-is irrelevant. What 
matters, is what is inside the boccie. 
Some water is so awful that only reverse 

Your Words 
... there are too many variables to indiscriminately 
demonize the bottled water industry." 

osmosis or distillation can cure the 
problem. Most people cannot afford 
one of these systems. If the water from 
the cap castes bad, no one is going to 
drink it. 

I could say more about this topic, but 
let me suggest chat there are too many 
variables to indiscriminately demonize 
the botcled water industry. Until municipal 
water treatment plants can deliver pure, 
toxic-chemical-free water with a pleas
ant caste to the faucets of all Canadians, 
the discriminating water enthusiasts will 
vote with their environmental consciences 
and their palates. 

-C l aude 8., Windsor, Ontario 

RE:"Facebook," September 2007 
As a part of the 85% of the population 
chat you have dubbed "a technological 
relic," I am actually sending you an email. 
Can you imagine that! I was utterly 
appalled that five pages (including the 

cover page) of the Messenger would be 
devoted to the tide "Facebook is our 
Future. " Facebook is our future??? 

But my dismay at that was nothing 
compared to what I experienced afrer I 
read the article. Now, I am not against 
Facebook. However, the fact that no 
cautions or warnings were included is, 
in my estimation, reckless journalism. 
No matter how policed the sight is, 
there are risks and these were not 
addressed. 

-Caro l T., Lacombe, AB 

[editor's note: Yes, there are risks attached 
to Facebook use, as there are with most 
anything. Though the article was an 
opportunity to comment on these, it did 
not simply because it was not intended 
to be a 'how-to' article on Facebook use. 
The Messenger would certainly encourage 
readers to familiarize themselves with any 
risks and act with due caution.} ■ 

E-mail comments to cholloway@sdacc.org or mail them to Editor, Canadian Adventist Messenger, 1148 King 
Street East, Oshawa, ON L 1 H 1 H8. Be sure to include your name, contact information, and the name and date of 
the article(s) you are referencing. 200 words maximum. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. Not all letters 
will be published. 

I've noticed that the Messenger is printing more articles like you'd find in the Review and less news of l 
what is happening in the conferences. What is up with that? 

When it comes to our content,Messenger's top priority is the news. Period. It is the reason we exist-to communicate Church news from coast to coast-and 
we have not forgotten that. But we cannot print what we do not have! 

The Messenger relies upon church members-that'd be YOU-to report items of interest from your region. We don't have staff writers and, even if we did, 
we couldn't possibly be as effective reporting YOUR news as YOU are. We don't ask that your prose be perfect (that's what an editor is for) . We don't ask that 
your photos be fabulous (well, it would be nice, but ... ). We only ask that you think about what you'd like to be reading in the next issue and then go write that. 

You can submit your completed articles directly to us (no need to go through your conference office) via the "Upload Centre" on our website. We're waiting 
to hear from you. 

(Check out our writers' guidelines at www.sdacc.org/messenger for help getting started. If you need more help, contact the editor at cholloway@sdacc.org) 
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Languages change, and the meaning of some 
words do metamorphose drastically as time goes 
by. Often, with the passage of time, the original 
meaning of a word tends to fall into oblivion while 
a new meaning takes over. This is not a modern 
phenomenon; it has been happening for millennia. 

Lately, I have been intrigued by the way 
Christians use certain English terms. One that 
has particularly caught my attention is 'apology.' 
This more modern and secular concept has been 
progressively replacing the Biblical concept of 
forgiveness in the Christian vocabulary. Is the 
expression "I apologize" equivalent to "I ask your 
forgiveness" or "Please, forgive me?" In modern 
usage, they appear to be used interchangeably. 

This word-apology-as well as the verb of 
the same root-apologize-both come from the 
Greek language. Its original meaning is "defence" 
when used as a noun and "to defend oneself" when 
used as a reflexive verb. It was mostly used in court 
cases when the accused presented their defence. 

In Acts 22: 1, we find the apostle Paul being 
pursued by a mob ready to stone him. Paul then 
presents his public defence, his apology, to the 
crowd. Later, when he was a prisoner in Caesarea 
(Acts 26), Paul again had the opportunity to defend 
himself or "apologize" in the presence of Roman 
governor, Festus, and the Jewish king, Agrippa. 
Indeed, the word apology is used many times 
throughout the New Testament, however it never 
expresses the notion of an excuse or a request for 
forgiveness. 

English dictionaries and encyclopaedias also 
acknowledge that "defence" or "formal justification'' 
is the primary meaning of the word 'apology.' 
However, they focus more on its secondary 
meaning-"an admission of error or discourtesy 
accompanied by expression of regret"-which has 
become part of the daily language of our time. 

Springing out of the term 'apology,' we have 
expressions like "you owe me an apology'' or "I offer 
an apology." Bue, these two additional concepts 
are diametrically opposed to the concept of asking 
forgiveness; instead of the guilty party "asking 
and receiving" forgiveness, he or she "offers" an 
apology. Generally, the one who gives something 

., 
heart to heart 

to somebody else is usually perceived as being in a 
superior position. So, that element of humility and 
contrition that characterizes the one who asks for 
forgiveness may be totally alien and absent of the mind 
of the one who offers an apology. There is no doubt 
that, in spite of the secondary meaning that the word 
'apology' has acquired, the original element associated 
to an attempt to present an explanation, justification, 
or defence (not necessarily pleading for pardon) 
continues to be present. Forgiveness and pardon are 
Biblical concepts that have a much deeper meaning 
and implication when practiced, and asking for them 
requires a certain level of humility and repentance 
that may not be present when an apology is offered. 

In the world of policies and human rights, apology 
and forgiveness are seen as two faces of a same coin. 
The guilty party offers an apology, and the one wronged 
grants forgiveness . This makes things easy. Both are 
offering something. No one is asking anything. Jesus 
however taught us to pray by saying "forgive us our 
trespasses." This is not an offer but a petition that is 
loaded with contrition and repentance. 

Just think for a moment: which is more difficult to 
say when you have wronged someone-"! apologize" 
or "I ask you to forgive me"? The first seems easier and 
is often the preferred option, but could it be that by 
offering an apology people are only excusing themselves 
and neither acknowledging nor regretting their wrong
doing? Is it because we feel that this is an easy way out? 

If Christians really believe that offering an apology 
is the same as asking for forgiveness, why don't they 
venture to use such language with God? How do you 
feel about saying, "Lord I really blew it today. I offer 
you my apologies." How does it sound? Awkward? 

We may stand to gain by going back to the original 
language and making an intentional shift on this matter. 
But this shift should go beyond the simple terminology; 
it should attempt to capture all the spiritual dimensions: 
acknowledgment of wrongdoing, true repentance, 
sorrow and contrition. All these are associated with 
the concept of forgiveness. If we capture it, we will 
become better Christians. ■ 

Ni/ton Amorim is Vice President for 
Administration for the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Canada. 

by Nilton Amorim 

" ... forgive us our 

trespasses ... " 
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iTeen talk 

Questions Advice Tips Picks 

Sex 
I'm going back home for Christmas break to see my 
family and my boyfriend. He kinda suggested that 
we make love before I return to college, and I haven't 
said "yes" or "no" yet. We've been dating for two 
years and are planning to get engaged next summer. 
I know you are going to advise me not to have sex, 
but could you give me some NON-biblical reasons 
for why we shouldn't do it now? See, he's not a 
Christian. 

I can't convince your boyfriend (biblically or not) to stop 
asking you for sex. That is something that you must do. 

You're gonna have to make some tough decisions this 
Christmas. If, after two years of dating, he's asking you 
for sex, something is not right. Either he doesn't have a 
clear understanding of your moral values or he is con
sciously putting you on the spot and testing the water for 
his own benefit. With an engagement coming in a few 
months, you two have a lot of homework to do; you need 
to communicate clearly what your moral values are. This 
is especially necessary for mixed couples (faith wise), 
although it applies to all. 

Start with yourself. Know where you stand , and then 
stand up for your beliefs. Make a list of your strengths, 
your goals, your desires. It is much easier to control 
your health and sexuality when you have plans and 
goals. A healthy self esteem will help you to not give in 
to the sexual advances of your boyfriend. Sex that occurs 
as a result of pressure from someone else is doomed to 
be quite a negative experience. Don't compromise your 
feelings and principles. 

A guy who cares about you will be willing to wait. Besides, 
if you say the word "no" and your partner doesn't respect 
your decision, try these words instead: "Good-bye!" 

, :igements contact him at Josue@JU~lSm1 e c g 
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For years, Adventists have been warning the 

world of the conditions that will be present just 

before the Lord returns. One of the signs of the 

end is economic calamity. 

by Barry W. Bussey 

Not a nice thought, but many respond with an attitude of, "Oh yeah, 
hue we go again! The sky is falling. People arc tired of hearing it!" 

Well, do not take it from me, but just look around you for a 
moment and consider the following: 

• the stock markets are becoming increasingly volatile 

• commodities arc skyrocketing ($'JO+ for oil at the time 
of printing) 

• loss of manufacturing jobs 

• the subprime financial crisis 

• Lhe government bailouts to the stock market 

• ri~ing inflation 

• the struggles in the Middle East which could eliminate 
any equilibrium we have left. 

David Walker is no ordinary man. He happens to be the most senior 
financial accountant in the U.S. congress. As comptroller-general of 
the United Scates, he runs the Government Accountability Office, the 
GAO, which audits the government's hooks and serves as the investigative 
arm of the U.S. Congress. He oversees a half a billion dollar budget. 
He is currently travelling the U.S. with one message: unless American 
(horh the eovernment and the people) immediately change the way 
they are spending money, the country will go broke. He states that 
"the most serious threat to the United States is not someone hiding in 
a cave in Afghanistan or Pakistan but our own focal irresponsibility. "1 

But nobody appears to be listening. 
Eud, Juy we wuLe up, we ope11J t11ut1cy ..1, i[ iL gtuws like d1e gr.iss 

on our lawns in the rainy season. We are the richest society known to 
modern man. We think we will always have it easy. We spend as if on 
steroids. There is no question that the fountain of funds will not flow 
i ndf'.ti n i rely. 

Financial commentator Peter Grandich recently 
wrote a damning assessment of the current financial 
situation faced in the U.S. 2: 

"\Y/e've gone from :t nation where m:rny 
of our parents and grandparents didn't 
even have a credit card to where owing 
money has become the American way. 
We've become the world's largest debtor 
nation, in part because we no lohger ask 
ourselves "can we afford it?" but instead, 
"can we make the first p,1ymf'nt' 

"1.nm11rnf'r <pf'nrling, thf' jf't fi,,,J th~t 

supplies 70 per cent of economic activity, 
has sprung a leak thanks to mounting 
credit card debt and falling home prices. 
The subprimc meltdown may have been 
the attention-getter recently, but a monster 
lurking below the surface is a credit card 
crisis." 
"The last life preserver of home equity loahs 

ha, ju,t b(;(;n rippcJ away, so families are now 
alone in a sea of debt," said Harvard Law School's 
Elizabeth Warren, a law professor and expert on 
consumer debt. "Whether they drown quickly or 
slowly is an open question, but they will drown." 
She added, "The number6 don't lie on this; there 
aren't any ocher options here." 

W/e can never predict with certainty what will 
happen, but one thing is sure: if we chink we are 
going to be able to continue our current lifestyle 
forever, we are sadly mistaken. There is no such 
thing as a free lunch. Our excesses now will be 
balanced out-painfully, probably-in the future. 
It is simply the way it is. 

Now is the time to get our financial house 
in order, hut more importantly to tend to our 
spiriLUal house. The LorJ iu His wi~Ju111 give~ 
us financial difficulty so that we may continue 
to rely on Him. ■ 

Barry W Bussey is General Counsel and 
director of Public Affqirs for the Adventist 
Church in Canada .. bbussey@sdacc.org 

December 20 07 m 1 www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/03/01 /60m ites/ma i n2 5 28226.s htm I ?sou rce~sea re h_story 
2 www.trinityfsem.com/docs/alert_ 10-14-07.pdf 



by Hearly Mayr 

ajikistan 
A Better Future 

" I want a better future for my family," 
says Mirumbek Juvoniev, gentle, 
smiling, white-bearded. He sits 

cross-legged on a rug near a large 
paneled window, where he can look 
out and see his great-granddaughter 
Sayora playing with other children. 
It is too cold here for this 81-year-old 
man to be anywhere but inside. 

"I was born here," he says . 
This is Kul, a small mountain 

village in western Tajikistan whose 
name means "lake." During chis time 
of the year, the lake is a flat sheet of 
ice buried under fresh fallen snow. 
The village itself is a loose scattering 
of homes- one or two rooms each 
-where families have lived for 
generations. Mirumbek has been 
here all his life. Born and bred in 
the mountains. He speaks slowly, as 
though the long years have caught up 
with him at last. His eyes are tired. 

Mirumbek is the patriarch of an 
extended family of three children, 
25 grandchildren, and seven great
grandchildren, of which six-year-old 
Sayora is third from last. 

"She's a wonderful little girl," he 
says. 

Every day, when her father lets 
the goats out of the stable by their 
house, Sayora runs after them until 
she has at least one in her arms. It is, 
she says, a fun game to play. 

"I like to ride the big goats," says 
Sayora. She speaks with the same 
enthusiasm chat a Canadian child 
would about a scooter or a brand-new 
bicycle. Sayora's favorite goat is a kid 
named Zardak. In Tajik, it means 
"golden." She started chasing after 
Zardak a few weeks ago, when his 
legs were still wobbly. Now he can 
spring onto a large pile of hay with 

no trouble at all, run with 
the older goats, and walk in 
the snow as long as it's not 
too deep. Sayora plops down 
on the hay and holds one of the 
small goats close to her. 

Less than a year ago, chis image 
would have been only a dream, if 
even chat, in the mind of Mirumbek. 

"When we received goats from 
ADRA," says Mirumbek, "it helped 
our family, because we had lived on 
only the earnings of my grandson, 
who is a teacher. We're very happy." 

His grandson, Khieomidin, is 
Sayora's father and a teacher at School 
38, a short walk up a hill behind the 
village of Kul, where he has taught 
for six years. Every month, he brings 
home 79 somoni, or the equivalent 
of $20, a salary chat the family must 
stretch in nearly impossible ways to 
feed and cloche 18 of its members. 
Naturally, there's little left for extras, 
such as medicines and visits to the 
doctor-the kind of emergencies that 
every family has from time to time. 
Fortunately, they have a field where 
they grow apples, pears, and potatoes, 
which they use to supplement their 
diet. 

Just living in Kul is a challenge in 
itself. Although the village is nestled 
in the middle of a breathtaking range, 
where the snow-covered mountains 
are rugged and wild, isolation has 
been a long-running problem. The 
15-mile muddy track that tethers 
Kul to the town of Gharm cuts over 
the treacherous topography of these 
mountains. In winter, buried under 
snowdrifts, the road becomes nearly 
impassable. To come down the 
mountain, a person must travel on 
horseback or in a Russian all-wheel 

adra canada 

drive truck. And even then, the trip 
is rough and takes hours. 

To try to bring economic stability 
to the isolated families chat have 
struggled to make ends meet, AD RA 
Tajikistan recently started a goat 
project in Kul. The project works 
like this: ADRA provides one family 
five healthy, mature goats-one buck 
and four does. Within a year, the 
family must return to ADRA six 
healthy offspring, which, in turn, are 
given to another vulnerable family. 

For Sayora's dad, Khieomidin, 
the program has been a downright 
success. In just five months, the five 
goats his family received produced 
11 offspring, including Zardak, 
Sayora's favorite goat. That's more 
than a 200 percent return! To keep 
his end of the bargain, he gave back 
to ADRA six baby goats and kept 
the rest. 

Until now, the project has only 
been able to benefit a few families 
in Kul. But there are more that need 
help, more people who want a better 
future. Many residents don't have jobs, 
or the jobs are only seasonal. And 
with the road impassable for months 
at a time during winter, it is almost 
impossible for chem to find work 
elsewhere. That is why the ADRA 
network provides help to families 
living in rural areas. 

With thanks to Hearly Mayr, 
Assistant Director, Bureau 

for Marketing and Development 
at ADRA International 

L-

1fi 
ADRA 
Canada 

www.adra.ca 
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it s written 
UPCOMING EVENTS: IT IS WRITTEN CANADA IS PLANNING A 35TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION. WATCH THE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION . 

.. . ON A WEBSITE~ 
"I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS, AND 

I HAVE COME TO GIVE YOU GOOD NEWS ABOUT 

DADDY HE LEFT THE HOSPITAL LAST SATURDAY " 

THE IT IS WRITTEN TEAM WISHES YOU A 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

10 December 2007 l!'j 

T he doctors were unsure of Sebastian's diagnosis, and, 
though they did their best, they notified his family 

that he would most likely not leave the hospital alive. Luzia was 
distressed because her father was becoming more ill each day. It 
was in this moment of desperation that Luzia found a message of 
comfort in an episode of "It Is Written." 

Interestingly, Luzia was not watching television but rather saw 
the program on the internet via our website. If it was not for this 
powerful evangelistic tool, Luzia would not have had the opportunity 
to watch the program because, in the country where she lives, there 
is no television transmission of our Canadian "It Is Written" program. 
Thankfully, the internet knows no geographic barriers. When the 
program finished, Luzia felt the desire to send a prayer request across 
the Web asking for divine intervention for her father. 

All the prayer requests sent to It Is Written Canada-whether 
by letter, email or telephone-receive special attention, and Luzia's 
petition was no different. We prayed for her father and for the entire 
family, then sent an email informing her that we had brought her 
father before God in prayer and asked for His divine intervention. 

Fewer than 48 hours after we prayed for Sebastian, we received 
a second email from Luzia informing us that the doctors could offer 
no medical explanation for what had happened to her father: he 
had completely recovered and was no longer in the hospital. Luzia 
believed that it was a miracle and attributed it to our prayers. 

This is just one of the many stories that occur each day through 
It Is Written Canada's internet ministry. We have two websites : one 
in English (www.iiw.ca) and one in Portuguese (www.estaescrito.ca). 
These websites are a practical and versatile tool, allowing users to 
check the program schedule and research the various materials we 
offer such as DVDs, CDs and books. We also are able to display 
news and a calendar of upcoming events. But, certainly the most 
popular feature of our websites is the availability of previously aired 
programs. These may be downloaded ro your computer as an audio 
or video file and then transferred ro your iPod or other mp3 player. 

It Is Written Canada is truly trying to use as many resources as 
possible to reach people and bring hope to their lives. You can be part 
of this ministry. Visit our website today and tell people you know 
about them, too. Show them how simple it is to view the program 
online. May God bless you and use you today! ■ 

Rebeca Pereira is responsible for communications at It Is Written Canada. 



Dreaming of a Green Christmas 
ith Christmas just around 

the comer, we're all looking 
add a little touch of green 

to our homes. Christmas trees have 
become a necessity for most North 
American families' holiday season. We 
all admire the beauty that the color 
green brings to our Christmas, but how 
environmentally friendly are we being 
with our choice of tree? 

There are rwo main options for the 
Christmas tree-artificial or real-and 
both have pros and cons. 

Artificial trees are easy to assemble, 
don't require water, may come pre-lie, 
tend to be a bit safer, are more affordable, 
and are also reusable. On the other 
hand, fossil fuels are required for their 
production, and they cannot be recycled 
after their typical lifespan of 7-10 years 
and inevitably end up in either a landfill 
or an incinerator-both of which are 
harmful to the environment. 

The other option is to buy a real 
tree. Real trees are beneficial to the 
environment in their growing stages as 
they produce oxygen, provide a natural 
habitat for animals, filter the air, and 
stabilize soil. When you bring chem into 
the house, however, they can be a fire 
hazard, especially if they are not kept 

properly watered. There are also concerns 
about improper fertilization which some 
growers often use to speed tree growth 
and produce a richer colour. However, 
by purchasing an organic Christmas tree, 
you can avoid chat issue. Afterwards, 
you should always be sure to recycle the 
tree so that it can be used to benefit the 
environment in another way. 

You can celebrate the Christmas 
holidays in an environmentally friendly 
way with either style of tree, artificial 
or fake. For artificial trees, you're doing 
a great job if you can limit damage and 
maintain the lifespan of ten years. For 
real trees, you need to cake the extra 
steps to ensure that you're purchasing 
an organic tree and doing a good job 
of recycling it afterwards. 

Tis the season of decisions, and there 
are many more things chat you might 
have to consider when purchasing your 
tree-but don't forget to be environ
mentally responsible at the same time. 
Have a very Merry Christmas! ■ 

Chad Kettner is a freelance writer who 
busily writes about a wide variety of topics 

from his home in Kelowna, BC. He can be 
reached at kettner@thewritechoice.ca. 
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canadians abroad 

The congregation at Willowdale church in Toronto established Project Light as a mission outreach initiative 

in 2001 . After a trip to India in December 2001 during which members helped to erect a church building 

and won many souls for the Lord, Pastor Ken Schander and the Project Light committee began searching 

for another mission experience that would allow the "light" ro shine again. They approached Dr. Valerie 

Krym, a physician with experience in overseas work. 

While working with the World Health Organization in Tanzania, Dr. Krym had visited Heri Adventist 

Hospital ("Heri"), a Church owned health care institution established in Western Tanzania in 1948. Heri 

has cared for thousands of people, and helped establish many large and small Adventist churches and 

companies. Today, there are more than 26,000 baptized members in some 500 churches and companies 

in the West Tanzania field terrirory where Heri is located. 

Dr. Krym proposed Heri as a long-term mission project ro Willowdale's Project Light committee. The 

need in this part of the world was great, and Willowdale's role ro help our African brothers and sisters do 

the Lord's work was clear. In 2 short years, the congregation at Willowdale has embraced the new mission 

project and morphed their earlier outreach program inro Project Light Africa. This exciting new work is a 

long-term partnership between Willowdale and Heri. The staff at Heri is committed to doing God's work 

in a remote part of Africa, and Willowdale shares their long-term mission. 

Willowdale's first step was to address the hospital's need for growth to better serve the region's health 

care and spiritual needs. In order to grow, the hospital needed to buy land, but at $50 per acre, the land 

was more than the hospital could afford. What to do? Willowdale member had the answer! In less than 6 

months, the congregation raised over $20,000-enough to purchase 400 acres of land. The purchase 

secured land on either side of the river, a blessing that provided Heri with hydroelectric power, fields to 

grow crops, trees for timber, as well as land on which to build. After many months of negotiations and 

government red tape, Heri secured the deeds to the new land in early 2006. 

Pictured above: Patient registration and triage at village free clinic. 
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With the land purchased, a second 
priority became very clear: Heri's existing 
buildings were in a state of disrepair, and 
building materials were expensive. The 
best solution seemed to be for Willowdale 
to purchase a block-making machine for 
Heri. The machine would use local soil, 
water, and cement to produce blocks 
to construct new buildings. The blocks 
would endure the blistering heat and 
humidity in equatorial Africa. 

By mid-2006, the congregation at 
Willowdale raised over $50,000 to pur
chase the block-making machine and 
help build a block-making plane. The 
plane would make blocks to build new 
buildings, and also generate income by 
selling the blocks locally. In Tanzania, 
the congregation at Heri expressed their 
joy for Willowdale's generosity and 
commitment. 

Dr. Alvin Rocero, Heri's chief of staff, 
spent a weekend in Toronto during his 
annual leave in September 2006. Using 
pictures and stories, he made it abundantly 
clear that Willowdale's partnership with 
Heri was a blessing and an answer to 
prayer for chose working hard in the 
West Tanzania mission field. Dr. Rocero 
accepted the congregation's cheque for 
$50,000 to buy a block-making machine 
and build the block-making plant. But, 
most important of all, Dr. Rocero brought 
a proposal to share with Willowdale. 
After many years of worshipping in a 
run-down temporary building, hospital 
workers and the community longed to 
have a permanent place of worship. It was 
their wish to build a new church with 
additional assistance from Willowdale 
and with blocks from the block-making 
machine. 

The proposal was ambitious, but 
Willowdale accepted the challenge. In 
4 months, the congregation raised an 
additional $50,000 to help build a 400-
seat church for Heri. The church would 
include a baptistery and offices for pastors 
and deacons, and everything would be 
built by hand with local labour. In addi
tion, Heri invited Willowdale to send a 
mission team to help build the church. 

As Heri prepared to receive the block 
making machine and build a church, plans 
were underway to send the Willowdale 
mission team to Tanzania. Dr. Russell 

MacDonald was chosen as the project 
leader in lace 2006, and the 17-member 
team was selected in February 2007. 
The team would travel to Tanzania in 
August to help build the church, run a 
free clinic in a local village, conduct 
Bible studies, and much more. 

The block-making machine arrived 
at Heri in June 2007, and the hospital 
hired new staff to start producing blocks. 
As fast as bricks could be made, staff 
used them to build a permanent building 
to house the machme. W1thm weeks, 
the block-making plane was built and 
producing over a thousand beautiful 
blocks each day. The hospital also hired 
a local builder and started preparing the 
site for the new church. By early July, 
the site of the church was cleared and 
the foundation dug-entirely by hand. 

Willowdale's mission team arrived in 
Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania on August 6 and 
arrived at Heri on August 8. The team 
visited the church construction site and 
the block making plane the following 
morning. The visit to the block making 
plant was a moving experience for every
one. As the team entered the plane, 
everyone stopped working and moved 
toward the team. Without hesitation, 
the staff began hugging the team. Within 
minutes, the staff demonstrated how the 
block making machine turns out beautiful 
blocks in less than a minute. What the 
team saw with their own eyes amazed 
them. For the first time, they witnessed 
how Willowdale's generosity will help 
Heri build and become self-sufficient. 

The following day, the mission team 
settled into a routine. The evangelical 
team helped at the construction site each 
morning, did village visits or special 
prayer services after lunch, and conducted 
an evangelical outreach each afternoon. 
The outreach typically reached over 600 
people each afternoon and over 2000 
each Sabbath. The result was a baptism 
of over 80 new church members. 

The medical team spent their mornings 
in the hospital helping the local health 
care staff. In the afternoon, they conducted 
a free medical clinic in a nearby village. 
Medical supplies and equipment for the 
clinic were donated or purchased from 
funds raised back home in Canada. 
People would walk for hours and even 

days to attend the clinic-some even 
come from as far as Burundi, the country 
to the north. Working alongside local 
healthcare staff, the team saw as many 
as 80 patients each day. Those who need 
hospital care or surgery were transported 
to Heri afrer the clinic. The team was 
also committed to helping people from 
the clinic receive treatment at the hospital, 
so they established a fund at Heri to care 
for those too poor to pay for care. In all, 
the medical team referred 24 people to 
hospital and also raised enough money 
to provide free hospital care for these 
people. 

The construction team worked 
alongside local labourers to build the 
church and produce blocks. In the two 
weeks spent at Heri, the foundation 
was completed, concrete floor poured, 
and pillars to support the roof set and 
poured. There were also enough blocks 
produced for the church's walls. Although 
the church was not finished by the time 
the team lefr, the mission team held a 
stone-laying ceremony to celebrate the 
progress made. When the church is 
complete (scheduled for lace 2007), the 
hospital staff, pastor, and local village 
will have a magnificent house of worship 
only steps from the hospital. 

It has already been our privilege to 
bless our brothers and sisters at Heri 
Mission Hospital, and our commitment 
remains strong and clear. The Willowdale 
church continues the Lord's work and 
supports our Tanzanian brothers and 
sisters. The Project Light Africa committee 
is exploring the possibility of another 
mission trip to Heri in early 2009. 
Though plans are still tentative, there 
is an abundance of work to be done; 
future projects may include construction 
of new staff housing, an orphanage, or 
perhaps a school. The partnership with 
Heri has rekindled the mission spirit at 
Willowdale, allowing the "light" to shine 
brightly once again. ■ 

Russell MacDonald is an assistant professor 
in the University of Toronto's Department of 
Medicine and a member of the Willowdale 
church. He was privileged to serve as team 
leader for the Project Light Africa trip. 

m December 2 007 13 



I 

It was a solemn yet electrifying moment. Gathered in the centre of campus, students, faculty, and staff all joined hands 

and took a few minutes out of their busy day to pray together-a statement of community and faith. Some prayed 

silently while others shared openly their burdens and praises to God. As the minutes passed, life at the University 

College campus carried on. Yet, even as teachers and students hurried to their classes, individuals and small groups 

carried on, heads bowed, not quite ready to end their conversation and relinquish the calmness of the moment. 

Dubbed "See You At The Sun Dial," Friday afternoon prayer provides the campus community time to share with 

each other. It began with a burden that became a passion and began again as a campus ministry. 
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"I have a deep passion for making prayer a 
bigger part of campus," shares Sandra Koch, 
a first -year elementary education major and 
worship coordinator for Campus Ministries. 

"It's an easy way to get closer to God and 
to show our faith ." Prayer is so important . .. 
we need to give students every opportunity to 
pray," continues Sandra. "See You At The Sun 
Dial" is one of the many programs run by 
Campus Ministries. Led by Paul Antunes, 
CUC chaplain, and Rob Zama, fourth-year 
religious studies major and Campus Ministries 
director, the Campus Ministries team is a group 
ot students that carry a burden and passion 
for God . Discipleship, evangelism, m issions, 
service, :md worship are the five branches of 
Campus Ministries, each with their own student 
coordinator and countless student leaders. Their 
ability to lead and influence change is connected 
to their own desire to improve not only the lives 
of those around them but their own as well. 

(L-R) Landon Sayler, Missions Coordinator; Sandra Koch, 

Worship Coordinator; Rob Zama, Campus Ministries 
Director; Konstantine Neikours, Discipleship Coordinator; 

Paul Antunes, Campus Chaplain; Eric Anderson, Evangelism 

Coordinator. Missing: Marcus Heisler, Service Coordinator. 

The reach of Campus 
Ministries travels well past 
the CUC campus. Landon 
Sayler, a fourth-year sec
ondary education major, 
le~cls rhe missions hr~nch 
of Campus Ministries. 
Mission trips in the past 
have focused on either 
evangelism or building 
construction, but as a 
University College with 
different schools and 
departments, a diversified 
m1s&1ons program was a 
natural fit. 'Tm going to 
be a professional (reacher)," 
shares Landon, " . .. and 
we need our protessionals 
to be micsionariec." Boch 
faculty and students have 
welcomed the move to 
more discipline-specific 
trips . Plans are underway 
for the education, English, 

psychology, and science departments, with 
others to follow, to be involved in mission 
trips that will benefit and enhance what the 
students are learning in class. "We need ro 
give everyone on campus a chance to go on 
a mission trip," says Landon. 

While the Missions aspect of Campus 
Ministries works in a more global stage, the 
evangelism and service branches serve the 
more immediate community of Canadian 
University College. The community programs 
range from sunshine bands, soup kitchen, and 
food drives to prison ministries, and kids' church. 
"! love to work with kids and to be able to share 
the gospel in the community," shares Frie 
Anderson, a second-year adventure-based 
counseling major, and evangelism coordinator 
for Campus Ministries. "This gets students 
excited to help and we get more help than we 
thought we could." 

Students are excited to get involved, and 
Campus Ministries, with all its programs, gives 
them an avenue to share their time. "There 
are a lot of students doing things for God on 
this campus." states Zama, "the more involved 
I j!;et the more I see people wantinjl; to be 
involvecl ." 

Students at CUC are encouraged to par
ticipate and develop as leaders. Every student 
has the option to be involved in all these 
ministries. "We have a responsibility to reach 
out and feed others," shares Antunes, "We 
need to push them in how they think as leaders. 
We can't wait for someone to spiritually charge 
us, we have to go and charge ourselves through 
scripture, service and prayer. " Students are 
getting involved. They are connecting their 
education with the needs of their local and 
global communities. They are not just staring 
ac the big picture bur being a pan ot it. Students 
are discovering God's calling for their lives and 
they're excited. ■ 

JR Ferrar is the director of 
Communications for Canadian 
University College in Lacombe, Alta. 
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of Canadian Adventist members and churches in action 

Maritimes 

Maritime Conference Welcome New Administrators 
We are happy to welcome Carl Koester 

to the Maritime conference. Carl has 
taken up his duties as treasurer, replacing Richard 
Novlesky who accepted a call to the Middle East 
Union Mission in Beirut, Lebannon. 

Prior to coming to the Mari times, Carl and 
his wife, Beverly, and their daughter Hannah 
were in Arua, Uganda where Carl worked as 

Mogens Sorensen treasurer for the South Sudan field. We are so 
pleased chat they have joined us, and we look 

forward to many years of working together for the glory of God and the 
people of the Maritime conference. 

We also want co welcome Mogens Sorensen as secretary for the conference. 
Mogens has already been serving as the education superintendent for the 
Maritimes, and he will continue in chat capacity as he adds the duties of 
his new position. ■ 

- Ju/lie Bannister, conference secretary 

< Carl Koester and his wife, Beverly, and their daughter Hannah. 

Pastors Ordination _________ ____ ___ _ 
Three pastors were ordained to the 

gospel ministry on July 28 at Camp 
Pugwash. We recognize Stephane Beaulieu 
(of the MoncLOn dimict), now at AnJrews 
University completing the Masters in 

Pastor Stephane Beaulieu and family. 

Divinity program; Pastor Jared Browne 
of the Fredericton and area district; and 

16 December 2007 IJj 

Pastor Jared Browne and family. 

Pastor Dan Wilson of the Halifax/Fox 
Point district. Special guests who assisted 
in the ordination service included Don 
Schneider, NAD president, and his wife 
Marti; Angel Rodriquez, director of the 

Pastor Dan Wilson and family. 

Biblical Research Institute; and Lincoln 
Steed, former editor of Liberty. 

We pray chat God will continue to 
bless each pastor and their families as 
they minister to the people of their 
districts. ■ 

-Ju/lie Bannister, 
conference secretary 



Ontario 

Evangelism in Brampton 

(Left) Feeley delivering the message to a full congregation. 

(Top) Filwlwy with baptismal cnndidnt!!, . 

news 

Some new seeds were sown and some others were harvested as the Brampton Seventh-day Adventist Church and the Northwest 
Brampton Company held an evangelistic series from September 21 to October 13, 2007. For a period of four weekends, evangelist 

Mathew Feeley presented "God's Answers for an Anxious World" at the Cheyne Middle School in the northwest area of Brampton. 
For the Northwest Brampton Company, established about one year ago, chis was the first big evangelism effort, and no one could 
argue its success: 10 attendees have asked for baptism as soon as possible, and ochers continue to study coward baptism. ■ 

Bowmanville Prepares 
for Bird Flu Pandemic 
"\VJ'h.at Ontario-based event could have the potential 
W co claim 5000-12000 lives? No, it is not terrorism 

uppermost in the minds of Bowman ville church members, 
but rather a bird flu pandemic, something viewed by many 
health authorities to be a sure thing. The question is not, 
they insist, 'if,' but 'when.' 

ADRA Canada's field specialist Nick Trent conducted 
a training seminar at the Bowmanville church on July 21 
co address the issues chat could arise in the case of a global 
bird flu pandemic. He shared with the audience important 
information about who is most vulnerable (the very young 
and the very old) and how the flu is spread (by direct contact 
through nose, mouth, eyes, and hands). 

What measures should be taken to prevent the spread of 
the virus? Good hand hygiene is important. Keep a waterless 
hand sanitizer at work, home, and in the car. Cover your 
mouth and nose with a handkerchief when coughing or 
sneezing. Seay home when you are ill. Clean doorknobs, 
caps, and ocher common surfaces with a 10% bleach solution 
co kill viruses. A flu shot will not protect you. 

Pandemic flu of any sort only happens rwo or three times 
in a century, but chat is rwo or three times coo often. ■ 

-Bob Russell, member 

-Teresa Jordan, communica t ion secretary 

~1969 
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news 

British Columbia 

VOAR Now Re-broadcasting in Nakusp 
VOAR Chriscian Family Radio is now on che air and blessing 

people in che Nakusp area afcer 6 monehs of cooperacive 
efforc. 

The iniciacive began wich che Nakusp Seveneh Day Adveneisc 
Church praying for an effeccive way co reach ouc co cheir communicy. 
When che VOAR idea was presenced, members readily chrew cheir 
hacs inco che ring. The circle was enlarged when che Arrow Lakes 
Alliance Church agreed co hose che sice. The Nakusp communicy, 
boch Chriscians and non-Chriscians alike, donaced much of che 
services and macerials needed co "raise a cower." 

Abouc 50 people, including members from boch churches, 
che public, che mayor and a local newspaper reporcer accended 
che ribbon cuccing ceremony on Occober 21. The mayor noced 
chac in our world where churches are ofcen found fighcing each 
ocher, whac an example ic was co see chem working cogecher co 
help che communicy. 

The Nakusp Seveneh Day Adveneisc Church praises God for 
chis opporcunicy co share His love. ■ 

< The completed tower with antenna . 

SDA Church • ,n Canada 

Pastor Roland Gerhard Christiansen Dies at Age 79 

Roland Gerhard Christenson 

Pascor Gerhard Chrisciansen, 
a froncline worker for Chrisc, 
died on Sunday, July 1, 2007, 
afcer suffering a massive brain 
haemorrhage, resulcing from 
a bursc aneurism. He was 79 
years old. Jusc one day earlier, 
on Sabbach, he had preached 
his lase sermon ac his local 
church, che Souch River 
Sevench-day Adveneisc 
Church. 

Gerhard Chrisciansen 
was born in Saine John, New 

Brunswick, on July 28, 1927, co Arnold Robercs Chrisciansen 
and Love Parks. He graduaced from Oshawa Missionary 
College (Kingsway College) in 1945 before going co Aclancic 
Union College, MA, where he compleced his BTh (Major 
in Bible and Minor in Hiscory) in 1949. He compleced his 
poscgraduace scudies ac Andrews Universicy in 1963. 

Pascor Chrisciansen commenced his service co God chrough 
che Seveneh-day Church on June 1, 1949 in che Maricime 
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conference. Two monehs lacer, on Augusc 16, 1949, he married 
Grace Fawcecc, who lovingly remained his wife and bore him 
cwo children, Linda (Flowers) and Fred. The family remained 
in che Maricime conference for seven years. 

In 1957, Pascor Chrisciansen and his family lefc che shores 
of Canada and cravelled co che Souchern Asia Division where he 
served as pascor/evangelisc in Bangalore, Madras, and Calcucca. 
He recurned co Canada cen years lacer and began working wich 
che Oneario-Quebec conference in 1967. In 1979, he was 
appoineed as chaplain of che Branson Hospical where he served 
uneil his reciremenc in 1989. 

The funeral service cook place on Thursday, July 5, 2007, 
ac Moore's Funeral Chapel in Sundrige, One., near Souch River, 
where he lived. Pascors Derrick Nichols, Anconio Bueno, and 
Errol Lawrence, presidenc, execucive secrecary, and miniscerial 
direccor, respeccively, of che Oneario conference of Sevench-day 
Advenciscs, were among che nearly 100 accendees who gachered 
wich che family co supporc chem in cheir cime of grie( The 
service was officiaced by Pascor Anconio Bueno. 

A memorial service was lacer held on Sabbach, July 7, ac 
Immanuel Sevench-day Advencisc Church in Toroneo, where 
he accended for over 20 years. ■ 



■ Announcements 

The Victoria S.D.A. Church is looking 
for current information on the fol
lowing members: Norman Benjamin, 
John Brown, Tara Culbert, Richard 
Drean, Whitney Gleason, Richard 
Griffith, David Harlos, Erika Hill, 
JeffLetkeman, Debi McMurchy, 
Joshua Neufeld, Mike Pavlic, Rhonda 
VanDale, Robert VanDale, Tamilyn 
VanDale. If you have contact infor
mation for any of these individuals, 
please forward co the church clerk, 
Holli Rockerbie. Email admin 
@victoriaadventist.ca, or phone 
250/383-1510. 

The Harmony S.D.A. Church is looking 
for the following missing members: 
Ively Arauio, Michael Bal] , Jane 
Carol Ball, Heather Balogh, Lynn 
Binette, Janice Coverly, Raymond 
Hansen, Bech Oliphant, Yves 
Rebetez, Susan Robercs, Ryan Singh, 
Maria Tavares, Iris Zentil. If you have 
contact information for anyone on 
the above list, please forward this 
information to the church clerk, Bev 
Mariko, email bev.mac@sympatico.ca. 

Do you know where the following 
missing members are? Richard and 
Sally Williams, Jesse Yardley, Robert 
Weich, John Walton, Dari Walker, 
Jason Park, Kim Maxwell. If you 
know where any of these members 
are, please contact Calgary Central 
Church. Email centralchurch 
@shaw.ca, phone 403/289-0196, 
or fax 403/282-6955. Thank you. 

Confused by all the talk on diet? 
Attend the rwo conferences on 
vegetarian nutrition on Mar. 4-8, 
2008 at Loma Linda University in 
California. For more information on 
speakers, topics and motels, contact 
Stoy Proctor at 301/680-6718 or 
email sanchez1@gc.adventisr.org. 

■ Baptisms 

ONTARIO 

Michael Hynes, sr. and Michael 
Hynes,jr. were baptized in 
Brampton, Ont. on Apr. 21, 2007 
by Pastor Reynold Hazelwood after 
studying with Annette Ferguson. 
They are now members of the Ruth 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

QUEBEC 

Maylin Villanuevill, Elenill Higuera, 
Gabriel Alvarenga, Mr. and Mrs. Joel 
Mendoza, Evaristo and Angelina 
Rincon, Gerardo and Maritza Olarte, 
and Freddy and Lenkha Gonzalez, 
were baptized in Montreal , Quebec 
on July 28, 2007. They are now 
members of the Montreal Spanish 
Church. 

ALBERTA 

Malika Griffith, Florentia 
Williamson, Sherdon Seaforth, 
Euwen Ndhlovu, and Chantel 
Hategekimana were baptized in 
Edmonton, Alta. on May 26, 2007 
by Pastor Terrence Horrell. They are 
now members of the West Edmonton 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

■ Weddings 

Ella Paul and Ken Carley were 
married July 5, 2007 in Olds, Alta. 
and are making their home in 
Bactleford, Sask. 

■ Anniversaries 

Levern and Ruth Krenzler of 
Lacombe, Alea. celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary on 

Aug. 3, 2007. The Krenzlers have 
served the Lord and their church 
across Canada. The Krenzlers have 
three daughters: Gaylene (Dan) 
Border and Donna Lee of Portland, 
Ore. , and Janice of Calgary, Alta. 
They have four grandchildren and 
four great-great grandchildren. 

Alymer and Madella (Gimbel) Toop 
of Carleton Place, Ont. celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on 

Aug. 19, 2007. The Toops have 
two children: Charles (Loralee) 
of Winnipeg, Man., and Jo-Ann 
(George) Gref of Marcintown, Ont. 
They have four grandchildren. 

■ Obituaries 

Davina (Warner) Allen was born Jan. 
24, 1933 in Chilliwack, B.C. and 
died Sept. 13, 2007 in Kelowna, 
B.C. Davina faithfully sent greeting 
cards, phoned, and wrote letters of 
encouragement to family and church 

members. Surviving: brothers David 
(Ida) Warner of Red Deer, Alta., and 
Art (Marilyn) Warner of Adams Lake, 
B.C.; sisters Christina (Clinton) 
Johnson of Christmas Valley, Ore., 
and Virginia Gonthier of College 
Place, Wash. 

Lauren Terence Bechthold was born 
Mar. 22, 1950 in Vernon, B.C. and 
died Mar. 6, 2007 in Calgary, Alta. 
Lauren will be remembered as a 
loving, kind, gentle soul with a 
wonderful sense of humour. He was 
predeceased by his son, Brandon. 
Surviving: wife Debbie (Smith); 
daughter Brittany; parents Delmer 
and Stella Bechthold; sisters Lorraine 
Hall ofWhite Rock, B.C., and 
Jackie Gordon of Estacada, Ore. 

Violeta Tio Bondoc was born Nov. 
19, 1942 in Capas, Tarlac, Philippines 
and died Sept. 24, 2007 in Calgary, 
Alea. She was predeceased by her son 
Enrique Bondoc, jr., her parents 
Benito Tio and Baldomera Guinto, 
and her sister Rosita Tio. Surviving: 
husband Enrique Bondoc; son 
Elmer (Cecerie) Bondoc; daughters 
Nympha Bondoc, Gloria (Rode!) 
Diwa, Elite Bondoc, and Dianne 
Bondoc; and four grandchildren. 

Peter Ivan Hamley was born Nov. 
21, 1932 in Watford, U.K. and died 
Sept. 18, 2007 in Torquay, U.K. 
Peter served as the physiotherapy 
manager at the North York Branson 
Hospital for 34 years. Surviving: 
wife Stephie of Devon U.K.; sons 
Graham, Russ, Bob, and Erwin; 
d2ughcer Beth Snow; and nine 
grandchildren. 

Ada (Biedler) Ho nee was born July 
21, 1920 in Steinbach, Man. and 
died Sept. 15, 2007. Surviving: 
husband Walter; sons George (Dina) 
Honke of Calgary, Alea., and Myles 
(Lilli) Honce ofKelowna, B.C.; 
daughter Barbara (Finn) Hestdalen 
of Kelowna, B.C.; eight grandchil
dren, and four great-grandchildren. 

Olga (Kneller) Kuhn was born June 7, 
1910 in Whitemouth, Man. and 
died Oct. 18, 2007 in Kelowna, 
B.C. Olga was a quiet, unassuming 
person who served her church as a 
deaconess. For many years she vol
unteered for the church's community 
services program. Her specialty 
was making quilts, and she created 
hundreds of them. Surviving: 
husband Julius Kuhn; sons Lloyd 
(!Ja) Kul111, auJ Lt:vi (Rosemarie) 
Kuhn; daughter Dorothy (Mel) 
Holm; eight grandchildren, 14 great
grandchildren, and one great-great
grandchiJd. 

Sadie (Berg) Look was born Mar. 12, 
1914 in Rabbit Lake, Sask. and died 
June 16, 2007 in Williams Lake, 

announcements 

B.C. Sadie shared her love and 
home with step-children and an 
extended family. Surviving: sons 
Elmer (Lynn) Peterson, and Gerald 
Peterson; daughters Dorothy Daley, 
Lorraine Murray, Bev (Mel) 
Basaraba; 11 grandchildren, and 
15 great-grandchildren. 

Katie (Yuros) Mandzuik was born 
May 24, 1921 in Borciatyno, Poland 
and died Sept. 30, 2007 in White 
Rock, B.C. Kacie was a deeply com
mitted Adventist and served her 
church as a deaconess. Surviving: 
husband Fred Mandzuik; sons Sam 
of Langley, ll.C., Al of Victoria, 
B.C., and George (Lou Ann) of 
Custer, Wash.; stepdaughters 
Darlene Day of Boise, Idal10, and 
Colleen Erickson of Creston, B.C.; 
brothers John (Ruch) of Lincoln 
City, Ore., Harty (Rita) of Lacombe, 
Alta., and Bill Qean) ofKelowna, 
B.C.; sister Rose Holda] of Calgary, 
Alea.; and two grandchildren. 

Gladys Elizabeth Marsh was born 
Mar. 9, 1929 in Bredenbury, Sask. 
and died Sept. 23, 2007 in Stettler, 
Alta. She was predeceased by her 
daughter Lana, and her grand
daughter Brandi Tym. Surviving: 
husband Everett; son Glyn; daugh
ters Lauri (Gerry) Larson, Vivian 
(Sherif) Elguindy, Debra (Raymond) 
Anderson, and Va.lerra (Dale) Tym; 
nine grandchildren and four great- . 
grandchildren. 

Ruby Joyce Patterson died suddenly 
at her home on Aug. 31, 2007 at 
the llge of 76. Ruby began her work 
for the church as a teacher in a one
room school in Newfoundland. She 
was a librarian at Kingsway College 
in Oshawa, Ont., served in the 
public relations office at Canadian 
University College, and as secretary 
to the president of the East Africa 
Division. At the time of her retire
ment she was working in the treasury 
department of the Ontario Confer
ence. She was predeceased by her 
son, Lyndon Wayne Patterson. 
Surviving: husband Cliff; daughters 
Judy-Ann (Paul), Cathleen (Larry), 
and Cassandra; brother David 
(Gladys); sister Hazel; seven 
grandchildren, and three great
grandchildren. 

Richard Edward Guy Robson was 
born Dec. 27, 1925 and died Oct. 
6, 2007 in Toronto, Ont. Surviving: 
wife Georgina; son Guy; daughter 
Candy; stepchildren Cheryl, M1cl1ael 
and Bruce; and ten grandchildren. 

Herb Tall was born Sept. 2, 1914 in 
Birch River, Man. and died Oct. 16, 
2007 in Fort Langley, B.C. Surviving: 
wife Jean; son Alfred (Sharon) of 
Woodinville, Wash. ; daughters 
Margaret (Ben) Foster of Richland, 
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Wash., and Linda (Kevin) McMahon 
of Barriere, B.C.; sister Elsie Dinsmore 
of Mission, B.C.; six grandchildren, 
and nine great-grandchildren. 

Nick George Tarangle was born Feb. 
15, 1916 in Slava, Alea. and died 
Aug. 3, 2007 in Hope, B.C. He was 
predeceased by his wife, Pearl. Nick 
was a caring person who was always 
ready to lend a helping hand. He 
lived true to his convictions and 
readily shared his faith . Surviving: 
son Harold; daughters Lynda (Mike) 
Weber, and Brenda Koranko; brothers 
Steven (Esther), and Tim (Myrna); 
sisters Anna (Duke) Singbeil, and 
Dolly (Nicholas) Revega; eight 
grandchildren, and six great-grand
children. 

Gordon Van Scheik was born Mar. 
30, 1928 in Edmonton, Alta. and 
died Oct. 7, 2007 in Ponoka, Alta. 
He was predeceased by his wife, 
Doris. Surviving: son Gordon; 
daughters Karen Van Scheik-Leoni, 
Betry Van Scheik, Joyce Van Scheik, 
and Colleen Palalunga of Mission, 
B.C.; brother William; sisters Thelma 
Pfiefer, Thora Van Damne, and Kay 
Johnson; seven grandchildren, and 
one great grandchild. 

■ AdVt!flising 
Policies 

PROCESS: 

• All adverti:;inq :;hould 
be submitted with local 
r qnfpn .. nrP ;ipprnval. 

• Payment must accompany 
your ad, or it will not be 
published. 

• fhe Messenger assumes 
nn tP,pnn,lhlllry for ryro
graphical errors, nor liability 
for the advertisements. 
AcceptancP nt ;irl, rlnP, nnt 
constitute endorsement of 
the products or services by 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Canada. 

RATES : 

Classified advertising -
$20 for 50 words or less; 35 
cents for each additional word. 

Display advertising (camera 
ready) - $20 per column inch 
(b/w) $25 (colour). For larger 
display ads, please contact the 
Messenger for a rate sheet. 

Discounts - 1 0 percent 
discount for three or more 
consecutive insertions 
without copy changes. 

February issue: 
March issue: 
April issue: 

Dec.3 
Jan.2 
Feb.4 
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■ Tributes 

Lauren Bechthold (Calgary, Alberta) 
passed away unexpectedly on March 
6, 2007. Friends are asked to send 
stories and pictures of their memories 
of Lauren over the years to his sister, 
Lorraine Hall (lorral1m@shaw.ca). 
These sto ries and pictures will be 
put together and given ro Lauren's 
daughter Brittany and to his mother, 
Stella Bechthold in honor of his 
memory. (2/08) 

■ Advertisements 

Canadian University College is 
developing an interdisciplinary 
program in Internacional Studies 
which would include emphasis in 
the areas of history, political science, 
international busi ness, development 
studies, languages, philosophy, 
anthropology and/or sociology. 
Responsibilities include instructing 
students, engaging in research and 
participating in Lhe life of the insti
tution. If you have an earned PhD 
in one of the above-listed disciplines 
and are interested in helping develop 
this program, please contact Dr. 
Loren Agrey, Vice President for 
Academic Administration, Canadian 
Unlverslry Colle11e, 5415 Cullefl~ 
Ave., Lacombe, AB T4L 2E5. Phone 
4u3/ / 82-3381, fax 403/782-3170, 
email lagrey@cauc.ca. Further infor
mation ar www.ca 11 c.ca. (2/08) 

Caho San Lucas vacation rental
NPwly-h11 llr an.-i ti1tnl,shP<i m~,sr~I 
vill a nvprlnnk-ing Cahn San ] ,11cas, 
BSC, Mexico. 2-storey, 3 bdrm., '.lY2 
bthnn. with marble Aoor and ocean 
view. Downstairs, 2 king-size beds 
aaJ 2 Lwia GcJ,. Uf.>>L<iiB, full 
kitchen (incl. dishwasher), living 
rm. J.nd dining rm. Enjoy NC or 
upc11 l"'t;~ , liJing d00r, and enjoy 
the veranda. Villa has 24 hr. gated 
security with communi ty pool and 
BBQ area. Located 5 min. from 
downtown and 4 blocks from Costco. 
Secluded for great relaxation, yet 
close to all activities. Call Brent 
Hardy at 805/207-7084 for special 
rares and reservations. (10/08) 

Adventist bricklayers needed in 
the spring of 2008 to help with the 
completion of renovations. Please 
contact Calgary Central Seventh
day Adventist Church via email at 
centralchurch@shaw.ca, phone 
403/289-0 I 96, or fax 403/282-
6955 . Thank yo u. (1/08) 

A home-based health-related 
business helped me reach financial 
freedom in 15 months. Anyone 
can do this! www.LifeEnhancement. 
goldenkeys.net or call Viv ro ll -free 
at 866/270-6019. (12/07) 

C.H.E.R. Canada is an approved 
lndependent Supporting Ministry 
of the Seventh-day Adventist J Church in Canada. 

When you sponsor a child, your 
monthly donation provides 
education in an Adventist school 
(tuition, books, uniforms, etc.), 
a daily nutritious meal and 
medical care to a needy child. 
You can get to know your child 
through regular letters and 
pictures. 

Hundreds of children are wailing 
for a loving sponsor like you. 
Please contact our office today 
and brighten a child's future! 

Children's Health, Education and Relief International Canada 
888-520-7474 • 905-434-7474 • www.chercanada.ca • info@chercanada.ca 

Malawi • Bolivia · India· Bangladesh · Mexico · Brazil• Sri Lanka• Philippines 

Silver Hills Lifestyle Centre 
Hope & Heallng • Since 1982 

5 & 12 Day Live-in 
Lifestyle Programs 

www.silverhills.org ~ 
Toll Free 1.866.304. 7070 s1cv•• HILLS 

CANADIAN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HISTORY BOOK 

Changing Lives: The Hilltop Story 
ON SALE! $35 EACH OR 2 FOR $50. 

PADDED HARDCOVER, 200 + PAGES 

Makes a great Christmas Gift. 
For more in formation about the centennia l book. 
Cltw,iri,11( Lives. Th e llillwp Swry, contact the 
CUC A lum ni office at 1.800.661.8 129 or email 
jwillium@cu uc. ca 

Organic farm-New Brunswick 
won1a..n, nearing retirement age, 
seeking partner or roommate ro 
work farm (easy, laid-back style) 
and share household expenses. No 
up-front cost ro you. No income 
yet. Sixth year in operation. Planning 
on U-Pick berry farm. Located in 
quiet country setting on beautiful 
lake. Phone 506/327-8109, leave 
message. (1/08) 

QuickVerse Bible study software. 
Student discounts avai lable. Free 
delivery anywhere in Canada. To 
request free catalogue, make inquiry 
or place orders, write QuickVerse, 
Box 400, Rocky Mountain House, 
AB T4T 1A3. Phone 403/845-
2611, fax 403/845-3138, or email 
donjohn@relusplaner.net (subject 
QuickVerse). (3/08) 

AdventistSingles.org or 
ChristianSinglesDating.com 
Free 14-day Trial! Join thousands 
and thousands of active Adventist 
singles online. ftee chat, search, 
derailed profiles, match notifications! 
2-way compatibility march, 10 
photos, confiden tial on line mail. 
W itnessi ng opportunities to the 
world through articles, friendships, 
chat, forums. Since 1993. Adventist 
owners. Thousands of successful 
matches! Top ranked. (4/08) 

Attention moms/dads! Are your 
children getting the nutrients they 
require to function and feel their 
best' MannaBears and GlycoBears 
can help and they taste grearl Website 
www.mannapages.com/LifeEnhancer 
or call Vivian roll -free 866/270-
6019. (12/07) 



The Division of Science at Canadian 
University College invites qualified 
individuals to submit curriculum 
vitae for a position in the Department 
of Wellness. Preference will be given 
to candidates who hold a doctoral 
degree in public health or related 
fields. Areas of teaching emphases 
include health education, public 
health and wellness management 
as well as the ability to teach other 
courses in the degree. Responsibilities 
include instructing students, engaging 
in research and participating in the 
life of the institution. Qualified 
candidates should send a letter of 
application, a curriculum vitae 
and names of three references along 
with contact information to Dr. 
Loren Agrey, Vice President for 
Academic Administration, Canadian 
University College, 5415 College 
Ave., Lacombe, AB T4L 2E5 . Phone 
403/782-3381, fax 403/782-3170, 
email lagrey@cauc.ca. Furrher 
information at www.cauc.ca. (12/07) 

Got diabetes? Imagine freedom 
from both symptoms and drug side
effects. Free DVD with valuable 
information for blood-sugar 
conditions. Up-to-date, professional 
information on natural means of 
prevention and treatment. New 
product with more effective form 
of chromium, and other natural 
ingrediems important fur blood 
sugar regulation. Free health news
letter. Toll-free 888/707-3663, email 
ray@abundanrhealrh. info, website 
www.abundanthealth.info. (12/07) 

The secret for qreat health? Get 
good nutrition in, toxins out and 
your magnificently-designed body 
heals itself Free DVD. Research 
shows BarleyLife to be the ri chest 
nutritional source. Other natural 
products for bone health, colon 
detoxification, high blood pressure, 
lymphatic cleansing and antioxidant 
protection. Enzymes, rebounders, 
charcoal, free health newsletter. 
Toll-free 888/707-3663, email 
ray@abundanthealrh.in fo, webs ite 
www.abundanthealth. info. (12/07) 

FREE MISSION AVI TION 

STORIES!! ~ Ao/~ 
For free newsletter W 
write: Adventist World Aviatio , 
Box 251 , Berrien Springs, Ml 
49103, or e-mail : info@flyawa.org, 
or register online: www.flyawa.org. 

Successful computer 
dating exclusively for 

Adventists since 1974 

ADVENTIST CONTACT 
PO Box 5419, Takoma Park, MD 
20913-0419 • 301/ 589-4440 

www.AdventistContact.com 

Forget winter! It's rime to play in 
the Florida sunshine. Call Luell a 
Clausnitzer at 407/306-7740 or 
321/946-1034. Emai l luellarealty 
@yahoo.com. Ontario native living 
in Orlando, Florida. Licensed 
Florida Realtor at Exit Real Estate 
Professionals, Orlando, Florida. 
(5/08) 

Project Steps to Christ-Canada. 
Now you can reach every house in 
your neighbourhood with the good 
news. 75 cents gets a Steps to Christ 
with mail-in reply card for free 
offers/bible study. Get one for every 
home on your block. Emai l step
stochristcda@aol. com. Why nor Tell 
Canada now! (1 /08) 

Karen Ritchey releases new gospel 
album called: "Going Home." If 
you enjoyed her first rwo albums, 
''I'll Meet You in the Morning" and 
"Because He Promised," You will 
want to order her brand new CD, 
"Going Home." This is a lovely 
compilation of music designed 
to soothe the soul. Her songs are 
beautifully arranged in three part 
harmony. You can order her songs 
of comfort, hope and peace by 
emai l at karenritchey@shaw.ca or 
call 403/782-2415. To know more 
about Karen's ministry or to book 
for concerts: www.karenritchey 
ministries.com. (1/08) 

Revolutionary Skin Care-no 
preservatives, colours or fragrances 
and really works! Restores hydration 
80% fi rst use. Collagen production 
generated to reduce and prevents 
lines and restore yourhful radiance. 
For 1nore information, visit 
ww.youngerskinnatural ly.com, 
phone Viv at 866/270-6019 or 
email saccucci@sasktel.net. (12/07) 

..,Adventist 
Health 

Our Mission: 
To share God's love by providing 

physical, mental and spiritual 
healing. 

19 hospitals in: 
California 

Hawaii 
Oreqon 

Washington 

Live the Dream 
The journey begins with us 

For Job Opportunities, visit 
www.advenlisthealth.org 

Canadian University College is invit
ing qualified individuals ro submit 
a curriculum vitae for a position in 
rhe Department of Psychology and 
Behavioural Science with an emphasis 
in Sociology. PhD preferred; MA 
degree may be considered. Areas 
of emphasis include social issues, 
marriage and family, comparative 
sociology as well as the ability to 
teach other courses within the 
discipline. Responsibilities include 
instructing students, engaging in 
research and participating in the 
life of the institution. Qualified 
candidates should send a letter of 
application, a curriculum vitae and 
names of three references along 
with contact information ro Dr. 
Loren Agrey, Vice President for 
Academic Administration, Canadian 
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University College, 5415 College 
Ave., Lacombe, ABT 4L 2E5. Phone 
403/782-3381, fax 403/782-3170 
emai l lagrey@cauc.ca. Further 
information at www.cauc.ca. (12/07) 

Come home to Florida living! Senior 
community near Orlando; Adventist 
lifestyle, ground-level aprs. and 
rooms for lease. Transportation/ 
housekeeping available. Church 
on sire; pool; shopping/activities. 
Website: floridalivingretirement.com. 
Vacationers-Short-term rentals, 
$30, $40, $75/per night, fully 
furnished. Snowbirds-I bdr./1 
bath/sun porch, $300/wk.; 2 bdr./ 
I bath, $400/wk. Call Jackie at 
800/729-8017; or 407 /862-2646, 
ext. 24, or email JackieFLRC@ 
aol.com. (12/07) 

You Can E_ducate Orphans In 
Adventist Schools In Africa! 

Free African Children thru Education 
Helps "FACE Kids" live with surviving 
family at home, not in orphanages! 
$65 per year provides school fees, a 
uniform, pens, pencils, paper and a 
blanket for a child orphaned by war, 
poverty and disease. 100% of your 
donation is sent to their school in 
Uganda. FACE has no paid staff! 

Email facekidscharity@yahoo.com 
FACE c/o Marta Roffey, P.O. Box 89, Minett, ON. POB 1GO 705-765-1618, evenings 

Music Master Class 
at FountainviP.W Ar.ademy 

If you're 7- 19years of age and 
play the violin, viola, cello, clarinet, flute, French horn, this masterclass is for you. Learn 
technique and performance tips one-on-one with violin virtuoso Jaime Jorge. 
Rehearse, perform, and tour together. Be inspired by Jaime's amazing testimony! Join Jaime in 
using your talents to glorify God! Relax with Jaime and other young musicians on a unique 
dinner ride with a real 1912 steam locomotive through the pristine countryside of British 
Columbia. Free Airport pick up In Seattle or Vancouver, accomodations, keepsakes and morel 

Call today. Space is hmited www.fountainview.ca Parents welcome/ 

phone: (250) 256-5400 or email: music@fountainview.ca 

~ ~ 
Alan Hamilton,,a .. 
RF/M~ L 
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View NET Sessions • Music and Choirs • Youth and Chi ldren's 
programs• Healthy Living • Cooking Classes• Sermons and more 

www.intersat.ca 

Have your system professionally installed 

only$ 4 6 7 i~~1JJ[s receiver, dish, LNB and 
installation (for most places in Canada). 

Topfield PVR4000 (Personal Video Recorder) 
Watch one channel while recording another. Self-installation system. 

only$ 4 9 7 i~~1~'iles receiver with recorder, dish, 
LNB and cable. Shipping included. 

I♦ 11 nt e rs at Canadian owned and operated by Adventists 

Free Christian Television 
USA • Canada • Mexico • Caribbean 

/ .L . .C.- BN ,::., ~~ tG.°ralk/ ADIO 7~ 
~ "'r- LL - ~ -.,./ ._ 

Hope Channel, Esperanza TV, LLBN, 
3ABN, 3ABN Latino, LifeTalk Radio, 

Radio 7 4 and 3ABN Radio 
with No Monthly Fees! 

Single Room System 
$179 + ship 

Personal Video Recorder 
$329 + ship 

More than 35 additional 
Christian Channels 
for just $20 more! 

*when ordering new system 

Adventist Satellite · Official Distribution Partner for the GC. IAD. Hope Channel and Esperanza TV 

www.AdventistSat.com Call: 866-552-6882 
Se Habla Espanol tel 916·218-7806 • M-F8am to 5pm PT 

Adventist Satellite 8801 Washington Blvd .. Ste 101 Roseville CA 95678 
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REACH Canada 
(Render Effect ive Aid to CH ildren Inc.) 

•REACH International organized in 1973 
,REACH Canada Incorporated as a registered charity in 1994. 
• Ta x exampt #895034 l 89RR001 
• Member of Adventist-Laymen's Services and Industries 
• An idependent ministry supporting the mission of the SDA 
Church 

• Administered and managed by volunteers 
• Operates schools, orphanges, hostels, and feeding centers 
• Operates in 26 countries 
• 8 branch offices 
• 0.04% from each sponsorship is used for administration 

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY 
0 Yes! I will sponsor a child for $25 per month. 
D Boy D Girl □No preference 

QI do not wish to sponsor a child, but I wou ld 
like to make a donation of$ __ _ 

□Joy FundDGreatest NeedO Other ___ -i 

Name __________________ _ 

Street. __________________ _ 
City ________ _ State Zip ___ _ 

Telephone _____ _ Email _______ _ 

• REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E 
J:\ Whitby, ON, L 1 N 9G3, Canada (905) 720-1624 
~ www.reachcanada .org • info@reachcanada.org 



■ BY JOHN FISCHER 

Priceless Gift 
Gift of service-warm a cold heart with a blanket. Price: $35.00. 

Gift of encouragement-take flowers to a friend battling cancer. Price: $50.00. 

Gift of leadership-throw a Christmas party for your small group. Price: $100. 

Gift of Christ to your next-door neighbor: Priceless. 

Christmas is all about gift giving- making lists of gifts, purchasing gifts, wrapping 
gifts, giving gifts and opening gifts (and probably returning some, too). All of 
this is because of one priceless gift given to the human race two thousand years 
ago: the gift of God's Son. And this gift came about as the result of God's 
unfathomable mercy and grace. He did not have to do this. Nothing in us 
required it. He decided to be merciful to His own creation made in His image 
-all of us having turned our backs on Him and gone our own way. 

Somehow we got fortunate. It's definitely not because we're cute. There is no 
merit here, nothing we deserve. Grace is getting what you don't deserve; mercy 
is not getting what you do deserve. We have been given both. We don't deserve 
anything from Cod except punishment for our sins, and what did He do? His 
mercy up and cancelled the punishment so His grace could give us life. 

Two priceless gifts; one awesome God. 
What can we do except be filled with gratitude and mimic His gift-giving 

to the extent of our creativity and our resources? 
And while we're at it, let's think of a spiritual gift we can give, based on 

what has been given to us. Regardless of our material resources, we are all 
rich in spiritual gifts. Give this some thought. Think of your spiritual gift 
(encouragement, wisdom, administration, mercy, service, teaching, etc.) and 
how you might turn it into a real present for someone this Christmas season. 
Make it something you can plan and accomplish as a deliberate act. Put a bow 
around it, if it's appropriate. 

Christmas is spiritual, full of gifts and gift giving. Let's not forget to give 
the gift of Christ this Christmas. It's the one gift among all the others that is 
truly priceless. ■ 

John Fischer is a well-known Christian writer who has shared his work in many venues, 
including as senior writer for purposedrivenlife.com for many years. 

His current work is shared mostly via his website at www.fischtank.com. 

Reprinted with permission from www.purposedrivenlife.com. 
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