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The Year in Review

admit that I am a sucker for those ‘year in review’ programs that overtake the

media channels at this time of year. So many blogs, news services and television

and radio programs offer up their opinion of what the highlights were of the
past year! Whatever your hobby—music, politics, movies, current events, sports,
etc.—you can be sure that someone somewhere is preparing to take you through
the “top 20” moments of it for 2009. Barbara Walters is especially good at it, of
course. Billboard magazine, too. And there are many others who have a knack
for looking over the past 12 months and picking just the right moments to string
together so that they do somehow, often in an odd patchwork-y way, define who
we have been as a community this year.

There is another ‘year in review’ that I've come to look forward to recently. It is a
litctle-known gem but one the Messenger is going to be promoting more in years to
come. I'm speaking of the “Report of the President to the SDACC Board of Directors.”
I know, it doesn’t sound like much of a page-turner, but I assure you that, as members
of our denominational community, it is something you should read.

In this year’s report, titled “Collaboration,” SDACC president Dan Jackson
comments that “all of our work is linked to and dependent on collaboration with
others. We are, in fact, interdependent, and if we hope to continue accomplishing
great exploits for God, we will not lose sight of this.” An example of the inter-
dependence is given over the next several pages as he talks of the nearly $3
million that the union gave to its conferences for various purposes in 2009:
$1.8 million to fund the retirement plan, nearly $1 million for evangelism
and $50,000 for outreach during the 2010 Olympics. The SDACC
didn’t only disperse money to the conferences, either. Entities also
were supported, among them 7 Is Written which can now be viewed
nationally on CTV thanks, in part, to the $50,000 appropriated to
them by the union.

Like any good ‘year in review’ piece, Jackson ends by looking
forward. He surmises what the major points of 2010 will be and
includes on his list the establishment of a prayer initiative across
Canada, a drive to promote media channels like VOAR and the
HOPE channel, the improvement and inciease of a web presence
for the SDACC, harnessing the youth groups across Canada,
discussing the significance of literature ministry in our country
and many other important items.

Most heartening is Jackson’s acknowledgement that “no work
can remain static” and that we no longer exist in the world that
was 1953 or even 2007. To those of us who long to see our
church change and grow, these words are encouraging. More
encouraging yet, however, is his constant reminder that “God
and God alone is responsible for the growth and movement of His
church” and his gratitude for the ongoing collaboration that we

have with God and with each other. m

Crystal D. Steeves, editor
steevesc@sdacc.org
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(A copy of the report may be obtained from the president’s office.)
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my'dad wpuld set up a camcorder on
Christma§morning and videotape us
kids ru g down the hall into the

'Iivin% to open our gifts. Oh, the
excitément of it all!

The video camera my dad originally
used has been obsolete now for
about 15 to 20 years. It recorded
the video onto something called a
VHS tape. As the years went by,
camcorders changed (VHS to
mini-VHS to Hi-8 to DVD
to HD), but the images they
captured changed as well. The
video revealed something
very interesting.

Comparing the gifts we
received back then with

the gifts kids receive today, it
is easy to see our transition into the
technological age.

Technology has changed many
other things about Christmas. Take,
for example, the digital Christmas cards
you can create on the computer. Insert
a picture of the family from your digital
camera, enter as many email addresses
as youd like and press send. Gone are
the days of having to write a personal
message on multiple paper cards with
an ink pen. Gone are the days of having
to buy Christmas stamps and sending
a Christmas greeting and family photo
by snail mail.

And what about Amazon.com?
Amazon has changed the way many
people do their Christmas gift planning.
One simply creates an account and
begins adding to a “wish list” or buying
for someone else. It might look like

WISH LIST:
? A new iPhone (the old model

doesn’t take videos, and the

internet connection is too slow).
? A blu-ray DVD player (with

full HD 1080p output and the

ability to decode the latest HD

audio formats . .. for the ultimate

entertainment experience.)

? A new digital camera (with 10.2
megapixels, image stabilization
and 10x optical zoom)
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Others can look at your wish list on
Amazon’s website so they know what
to buy for you. Or, as Amazon puts it,
“to make sure it's something you really
want.”

Amazon might have perfected the
wish list, but they didn't invent it.
Christmas wish lists have been around
for a long time, and no doubt techno-
logical gadgetry will be at the top of
most lists this December. Putting aside

all the technology and gizmos for a
moment, however, we must not forget
what Christmas is about. We must never
let technology stand in the way of our
personal relationships with loved ones
or distract us from our focus on Christ.
Don't be like the innkeeper who
missed Jesus because he was too busy.
Turn off the cell phone for a while and
power down the computer. Make time
for the Lord.
And don’t run your life like
the Roman Empire which
Ap missed Christmas because
4 other gods took the place
of Christ in the citizen’s
lives. Put down the Xbox
and Wii; switch off the TV.
Allow nothing else to take

the place of worshipping
Jesus Christ.

On my wish list this year, I wish
you Jesus, because when I wish you
Jesus, I wish you everything;: joy, peace,
forgiveness, salvation, abundance,
purpose, prosperity and eternal life.
When He’s the Lord of your life, His
presence is all you need. It is my prayer
that you not only connect with Jesus
this Christmas season, but that you
cling to Him the rest of your life.

On Christmas morning, we will
unwrap our presents, but eventually
the novelty of all the stuff will wear
off. The present that was once so
precious to you will end up in the
closet or handed off to someone else.
A newer version of your latest gadget
will arrive that has more megapixels
or is smaller or faster, or has better
battery life. In time, your Christmas
gifts will mostly be forgotten. But
God has given us the ultimate gift—
the gift of His Son Jesus Christ who
will “save His people from their sins”
(Matt. 1:23 NKJV).

Don’t miss Christmas by wishing
for too much stuff. Prayerfully consider
what is on your wish list. m

Troy McQueen is the communication spe-
cialist for the British Columbia conference
and the pastor of the Kelowna church.



The Best Car Wash on the Planet

" ...areally refreshing attitude in a world that

Photo: Insignia Photography.

while back, I happened to be in San

Francisco for some meetings. As I was

driving through one of the nearby com-
munities, I noticed a car wash that specialized
in cleaning cars by hand. The sign out in front
said “European Detailing—the best car wash
on this planet.” I like that sign.

I have never met the folks who run the car
wash in San Anselmo, but I like their attitude.
They're aiming high. They've decided that they
are going to be the best. And that’s a really
refreshing attitude in a world that seems to
think that being average is a good thing.

As Christians, believers in the Adventist
faith, we can have the same attitude. Oh, I
don’t mean that we ought to go around with
our noses stuck up in the air, thinking that
we're part of an exclusive club. That’s not what
I’'m saying. We can be conscious of the fact
that Christianity is thrilling! It has something
of really great quality to offer. If this is true,
we should have the best friendships and treat
others in the best way possible. In short, we
can and should be the neatest people to know,
the most enjoyable people to be around and
the best that this planet has to offer.

How can we have the best relationships
and be the kindest folks alive on the planet?
It won't happen by chance. Jesus summed it
up very simply. “Love God with everything
you have, then love and treat everyone else the
way you would like them to love and treat
you.” What a key to healthy relationships!
What a wonderful place the church can be if
all its members were to live this principle
every day. Indeed, we are called to keep this
picture of love ever before us, relying on
Christ to change us and live through us.

Our communities are filled with people
who need to understand that religion is more
than doctrine and theological argument.
Christianity is a living reality based on the
character and life of Christ being imitated
by you and me. Please don’t misunderstand

seems to think that being average is a good thing.”

me. I am not saying that the Sabbath, the
Second Coming and all the other doctrines
are not important. They are. Yet, in spite of
that, Christ says, “Here is how everyone will
know that you are my followers, if you have
real love for each other.” There is a balance
between doctrine and practical life. Life is
where the action is. What you are on a daily
basis is the real you. What you do when you
are not forced to or expected to is a window
into what you really are deep down inside.

When Jesus was here, deeply religious
people were frequently His greatest challenge.
They knew their Bible from cover to cover.
They were in church every Sabbath. They
paid tithe in the most precise fashion known
to human-kind. But for all they knew and did,
they did not love either God or their neighbour,
and when Jesus came into the world, they
were ready to kill the kindest, most thoughtful,
considerate person the world has ever seen.

It could have been different. They could have
practiced their faith both in life and in doctrine.
They chose not to.

You and I have choices to make. What
place will we permit Christianity to take in
our lives? Will we keep true Christianity at
arm’s length, aware of its importance yet
afraid of what it may do to us if we truly and
fully let it define who we are? Or will we live
it, relying on Christ to continually change us
in ways that make noticeable differences in
how we live? Better still, will our families and
neighbours, work associates and others notice
that something is different? Jesus said it well,
“The things which are humanly impossible,
God can do.”

May God help each of us to be a part of
the warmest, kindest, most thoughtful places
of worship in all of Canada. m

Mark Johnson is the president
of the Alberta conference.
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teentalk

Josue Sanchez prefers real relationships.

7
N

New Moon
December, 2009

My friends and | went to see New Moon and loved it. Did you see it?
What do you think about it?

Josué Sanchez
Answer

Yes, | saw it. Wait, let me rephrase that: | endured it. The movie’s
target audience is teen girls and, well, I'm definitely not in that
demographic sector! LOL

If | had to summarize it by characters, this would be it:

“Hi, my name is Edward and I’m a vampire. | love you but you’re
better off without me.”

“Hi, I’'m Jacob, your Native American friend. Don’t listen to the
vampire. | love you more and will never hurt you. Oops, | just
found out I’'m a werewolf. | may actually hurt you!”

“Hi, my name is Bella and I’'m confused.”

To be honest, even though the storyline may seem inoffensive, |
see a danger in feeding your mind a diet of this kind of movie.
Why, you ask? Because they focus on extremely unreal situations

and expectations that totally clash with your daily life relationships.

I’m not even touching on the vampire and werewolf aspect of it
here—that’s obviously pure fantasy. But supercharged romantic
movies (or novels and cheesy soap operas, if you ask me)
contribute to an unhealthy detachment from reality.
They make us compare our day-to-day relationships to
fictional ones. After seeing Jacob, the buffed-up dude,
and Edward, the oh so-cool guy, you yo back home

and you wonder why nobody loves you the way Bella is
loved. The guys at your church don’t even come close
to Jacob and Edward. They seem so dull compared to
the guys from these kinds of movies!

You think I’'m exaggerating? OK, probably, if you only
take this movie as an example. But the problem is
when that's all we walch and feed our minds with. TV
shows, magazines, novels and movies all sum up to a
quite powerful negative influence in your set of values.

On the other hand, try this recipe | found on a Facebook profile:
“A woman’s heart should be so lost in God that a man needs to
seek Him in order to find her.” You won’t find this kind of advice
in those movies, of course. But if you follow it, your soul will
forever be in harmony with God. Yeah, that same soul that Bella
was willing to lose for Edward.

Join the conversation on this topic at www.TeenTalkPage.com

TeenTalk Online

www.TeenTalkPage.com

Now you can join the
conversation on TeenTalk's
- brand new page on
Facebook where you can
submit questions, share
E \ stories and make new

= ®  friends!

Become a fan of TeenTalk to keep updated (you'll
need a Facebook account)

Josue

www.JosueSanchez.com
Josué is a youth pastor with a passion to share Jesus

with teens. He currently lives in Hagerstown, MD with
his wife and small daughter.

Make sure you add him to your Facebook, MySpace,
Twitter or FlowWith.me friends list!




“A gracious woman retaineth honour.”

Proverbs 11: 16

[

Bighorn Sheep

A band of Bighorn Sheep stood grazing on a strip of lush lawn on a city boulevard as we
were looking for a gas station one day. While Randolph re-filled the gas tank, the rest of us
sat on tha honlevard watching the sheep.

The babies nibbled and leapt about while the adults grazed. Then, for no apparent
reason, an older fernale stopped eating and walked slowly out onto the busy highway. And
just stood there.

The wralflic stopped. Like the children of Israel following the priests into the middle of the
Jordan, the rest of the sheep crossed the road to the other side and resumed their feeding.

o if
Get to know a godly older woman in your church or
neighbourhoad. What can she teach you about life and

godliness? Surprise her with a gift to honour her contribu-

tion to your community. For Bible study, make a list of godly

older women and nete thair spiritual contributions. You
can learn more about Bighorn Sheep at http://nature.ca/
notebooks/english/bighorn.htm.

While the horn-crashing male bighorn sheep
get a lot of attention, it’s really the quiet, old
mothers you need to watch. They’re the real
leaders. Thougli older women In olir society
don’t often get the kind of respect they deserve,
the Bible gives us a different example of how older
women should be treated. Godly older women
like Timothy’s grandmother Lois, are recognized
as heroes of faith and virtue.

—Tammie Burak has recently published a children’s activity book called

Creatures of the Boreal Forest, which is available as un ebuuk ut
www.creationuctivitybuuk.corn or from the Alberta ABC,
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Top left: Associate professor for Religious Studies Bruce Boyd and wife Loma Boyd cross the finish line. Top right: Associate professor Klaus Irrgang, running club
sponsor and chair of the CUC Wellness Department crossing the finish line. Bottom: Azalea Lehndorff and third-year Psychology major Jared Webb pose at the

finish line.
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t was a cold and wet day in late October when participants eagerly waited for the inaugural Lacombe
in Motion Walk/Run event. Runners and walkers stretched while volunteers registered and distributed
race numbers—all waiting for the start of the race. And then they were off. Some darted off the line
quickly, while others were more calculated, but all in their own way eagerly moved ahead.

Azalea Lehndorff, a fourth-year Biology
major and running club founder had,
since the club’s inception in the autumn
of 2008, wanted to host an event. She
quickly gathered support from campus
leadership and the Lacombe community,
and, a year later, the Lacombe in Motion
Walk/Run event was reality. Lehndorff,
along with Associate Professor Klaus
Irrgang, running club sponsor and chair
of the CUC Wellness Department,
partnered with local runner Bill Nielson
and other community members to
organize the event. The run would
promote the local trails that wind
through Lacombe and the lakes around
the CUC campus. The goal was to

raise money for developing new trails,
improving existing ones, as well as
building a parcourse (exercise stations)
on the trails.

The event was a success, as two
hundred runners registered—double
the number organizers expected.
Participants were given the choice of
four distances: two, five, 10 and 21

kilometres. All age groups were repre-
sented, from elementary students to
ninety-two-year-old Alma Reimche,
who walked the five-kilometre route.
For Irrgang, it was important that
everybody was able to participate. “We
wanted to raise awareness for health
and fitness at CUC, Lacombe and the
surrounding area. We wanted to promote
fitness and not just speed, but running
and walking, as well. It is very important
on our campus not to just grow intellec-
tually and spiritually but also physically
...and sometimes this is neglected,”
remarked Irrgang. The event raised more
than $4,000.

For Lehndorff, the success of this
one project only fuels the fire for the
next. This time the run is a bit more
ambitious than the 21-kilometre route
she ran for Lacombe in Motion, but
only by about 5,000 kilometres! Inspired
by humanitarian efforts to build schools
in Central Asia, Lehndorff has started a
new project—Freedom Run 5,000. Her
plan is to raise money to build schools

for Afghan girls by running from St.
John’s, Nfld. to Vancouver, B.C. But
she doesn’t want to run by herself.
Beginning on May 28, 2010, a group
of five runners, each running just more
than 24 kilometres (15 miles) a day,
will travel from St. John’s to Vancouver.
The hope is that local runners will join
in and run parts of the race in their
area. As for Lehndorff, she wants to run
the whole way. “I want to run with the
group the whole time ... Hopefully it
can work out that I can,” she states.
Lehndorff started running two
summers ago. All she wanted to do was
see how far she could go. For Lehndorff,
running to make a difference makes
sense. It’s what she loves to do. “I enjoy
running because I can get out and
think, pray and clear my head.” She
continues, “running a marathon isn’t
easy, but it’s an amazing journey.” ®

JR Ferrer is the communication director
for Canadian University College.

Anthony Eisses, Matt Muehlhauser, Jared Webb

(I-r): Marcus Heisler, Tyson Phillips, Elizabeth Ley, Chéfia Hunter, Mandy Klinger, Azalea Lehndorff,

Third-year Secondary Education major Tyler Ferguson, posing

with a fellow runner.

/ For more information about the Freedom 5,000 Run and information on how you can participate, visit the CUC website at www.cauc.ca/freedomrun. /
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The 2010 Olympics: Sh

O Canadal Our home and native land! True patriot love in all thy sons command.

With glowing hearts we see thee rise, The True North, strong and freel
From far and wide, O Canada, We stand on guard for thee.

God keep our land glorious and freel O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

ur national anthem, written in 1908, is sung with pride by

Canadians from Victoria to Halifax, Nunavut to Saskatoon.

And it’s exciting to think that our national anthem will be even
more meaningful when we sing and share it with the world at the 2010
Winter Olympics, February 12-28 in British Columbia.

The 2010 Olympics can provide ways for you to be the hands and feet
of Jesus! Whether it’s knitting scarves to be distributed as gifts to young
guests or organizing a torch relay celebration with your local community,
the Olympics provide many ways for you to connect with and serve others

in acts of gracious hospitality:

10 December 2009 /\r[
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aring MORE Than Gold

Canadian Adventist Youth Summit (CAYS)

Plan to be in Vancouver during the Olympics and
share in an experience of a lifetime. The Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Canada will be hosting its bien-
nial Youth Suuuuit, February 18-21, in Vancouver.
This will be an opportunity for thosel6 to 29 years of
age to connect with 300 young adults from across
Canada and the United States.

This exciting three-day summit will fearure mare
than a dozen workshops focused on outreach, with
topics such as Connecting in Your Workplace,
Launching a Campiis Ministry and Engaging in
Spiritual Conversation. Sabbath will include an out-
reach activity around rhe Olympics in Vancouver,
with a special cvening celebration [eaturing speaker
and musician José Rojas, singer/songwriter Naomi
Stricmer, and a First Narions dance troupe from
Hamilton, Ontario.

e .
i~
ha -
e { aAm
L =i . .
e
“|'<. i I MRS :

Mission Teams

Imagine you and a team of people from your church coming to
Vancouver to connect with international visitors and local community
through serving! You might

® Distribute handmade Olympic gift scarves and Insight
magazines to tourists

® Serve heverages ar rransit sites or hospitality centres

* Volunteer ar concerts or open crowd festivals

® Coach kids at Kids” Games (sport-themed VBS) activities
* (50 on prayer walks around the city

* Hand out at pin trading stations and connect with tourists

Mission reams will Lie working wyether with Christians from various
denominations at venues and projects around Vancouver. Being part
of a missinn ream gives you an opportunity nut vuly w serve loeal and
international guests but also 10 connecr with and learn from Christians
from around the world who have served at previous Olympic games.

Canada, get ready to host the world in 2010!

has produced 10,000 copies of a
special Olympic edition in 2010 for distribution during

the games! The magazine will contain interviews with
athletes about life issues such as faith, discipline and
goal setting.

about the Youth Summit,
mission teams or other outreach opportunities,
" visit www.adventistyouthsummit.ca,
www.morethangold.ca, or www.gothedistance.org.




You might stumble across him as he sleeps on the sidewalk or in a park, but you probably won't see him
lying behind the dumpster or in an abandoned vehicle or building unless you are intent on finding him.

e S

oe* is ane of Toronto’s homeless. He wakes cold and

shivering uncontrollably, soaked to the skin with rain

and snow. He stiffly pulls himself upright, stamps his
feet and beats his arms across his chest as he tries to get his
blood circulating.

Survival necessitates combing through dumpsters for discarded
food, begging for money from passers-by and finding shelter
from the cold. Joe well knows the dangers of frostbite. He
drank too much one night last year and fell asleep without
protecting his hands from the cold. When they turned black,
he realized he needed treatment, but by then the damage was
irreversible and the doctor at the clinic had to amputate a
couple of fingers.

Joe is very grateful for the Touch of Love volunteers who
come by with food, clothing and positive support once a
month. He's still homeless, but his life doesn’t seem quite so
hopeless when someone cares.

Walking Tall used to live in a cardboard box, his days passing
in a drunken haze. His “wake-up call” came when the doctor
gave him just two months to live. When the volunteers at the
Friendship Outreach program in Merritt, B.C. learned about
Walking Tall’s illness, they encouraged him to change his
lifestyle and give up drinking. Now usually sober, a bathed
and groomed Walking Tall has moved out of his box and into
an apartment. Although his life is still not perfect, the lifestyle
changes have given Walking Tall an extended life expectancy
and hope for a better future.

Clarence, a university-educated man with a young child
and a pregnant wife, was hit hard during the economic
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downturn and struggled to provide for his family. When there
was literally no more food in the house, Clarence decided to
check out the local Adventist Community Services Centre
(ACSC). With no idea about what to expect, Clarence
entered the building with trepidation, but his fears were
instantly dispelled by the friendly greeting he received.

Clarence feels that the respect, love and compassion he
experienced from the centre during his time of temporary
poverty were exceptional, and the encouragement and under-
standing greatly lessened his emotional distress. Receiving
high-quality fruits, vegetables, juice and yogurt made him
realize their value, and he has since incorporated many
low-cost but healthy foods into the family diet.

Clarence is now gainfully employed as the director of
a counseling centre for at-risk and homeless teenagers. In
addition to counseling, his centre provides daily hot lunches
and snacks, clothing and other basic essentials for these
teenagers. Clarence networks with the ACSC on a regular
basis and is “paying forward” the compassion he received
there.

Because of the generous support of its donors, ADRA
Canada is able to provide funding to projects that give hope
to Canadians like Joe, Walking Tall and Clarence when they
experience poverty and distress. Thank you for remembering
ADRA Canada in your financial planning and for being part
of the equation that is bringing hope to Canada. m

Elizabeth Horniachek is the donor relations
assistant for ADRA Canada.

"

*names have been changed
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Alberta

Handshake: A PAA Tradition

Parkview Adventist Academy: Distinctly Academic—Decidedly Christian

timid young lady from Kelowna,
.C. arrived ar Canadian Junior
College in the fall of 1944. Her boyfriend,
Don, was fighting in war-torn Europe.
Her former school, Okanagan Academy,
only went to grade 11 thut year. Claire
Reimche Rutchey says it was the annual
Handshake event that made her feel so
excited and happy that ycar—the last
year before CJC became CUC. She still
recalls with great fondness how Lila
Eaton, Keu IToover and Ethel Blabey
madc her feel welcome at Handshake
that crisp September night. This tradi-
tional event goes back before 1927
and was even being wrirten about in
the Western Canadian Union Tidings
magazine, forerunner of the Messenger.
It seems that many community
students would always come to the
college to visit their school chums at
Handshake time whether they were
enrolled or not. Such a person was
Victor Fitch. He had been sent home
one June as a punishment for going
downtown to play competitive ball.
Then, the following year, he took time
off to work in the sawmills of B.C.,
but he just couldn’t resist the urge to
go see his former school buddies at
Handshake in late September of 1954.
It wasn't his plan to return to CUC,
but two faculty members said, “Vic,
you need to come back!” and so he did.
Who would ever think he would become
president of the university later in his
career?
The faculty and staff played a key role
in the success of the school’s enrolment
in the early years. At handshake they

The theme for this year’s Handshake was ‘robots.

wore many hats: teacher, enrolment
officer, marketing vice president and
recruiter—often making arrangements
for students to get jobs so they could
attend. Sometimes the lucky student
would only take half a class load so they
could work off their school bill. Back
then, the college band provided the
entertainment and the president of the
college gave a welcome speech followed
by greetings from the boys and girls
deans. It was a time to invoke school
spirit with faculty staff and students all
mixing in a fun atmosphere.

Today, this event is still organized by
the student association. This icebreaker
event brings PAA and CUC students to
shake a welcoming hand and have fun.
Over the years there have been many
themes. In 1927 each new student was
given a red carnation. In 1996 all the

guys wore grass skirts. In 1999, 70 years
after the decade, the theme was the
roaring twenties. There have been
superheroes, comic book characters,
wild west attire, and an Olympic
theme, to name a few.
This year, robots were the theme.
College freshman Christian Lintan
won the robot-off with his moonwalking
disjointed robot impression and was
rewarded with an iPod for his efforts.
In yesteryear the gifts were just as fitting.
In the June 1934 issue of the Messenger,
student Josephine Price noted that the
winner of a Handshake contest like
this could win a very nice prize like a
car ride, a boat ride on Lake Barnett or
a half dozen oranges. How times have
changed as the tradition continues! m
—Landon Ritchey, director
of Marketing, PAA
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Sherwood Park Care Center Turns 40

he Sherwood Park Care Center is — . ; = ~y 2
a Seventh-day Adventist facility | 1 -
owned and operated by Alberta Health, A

whose purpose is to meet the needs of
aging family members and accomplishes
their mission by providing quality care
for the individuals who reside in this
Christian care facility.

On the weekend of September 25-27,
2009, the staff, conference administrators,
residents, friends, former employees and
resident family members gathered in a
large white tent right on the property
next to the care center to enjoy words ‘
of congratulation and appreciation !
throughout the weekend. It was evident
to all how God has led in the direction
of this care facility since its inception B
40 years ago. ’

The weekend events also included tours
of the facility and grounds, culminating ‘
in a BBQ with live entertainment! It was v ' D
obvious that there was much thought, My T 3 |
planning, and efficient administration of (I-r) Kathy Fortunat, director of care, Danny Northam, financial officer and Gerald Northam, administrator,
the weekend events. It was so appreciated receiving words of appreciation from Mark Johnson, chair of the Board and conference president.
and enjoyed by all who were able to
attend. m

British Columbia

VOAR: First Radio
Station for Cherryville

On Friday, September 4, 2009 at 10:15
a.m Eugene Foisy, regional director for
region “E,” made history by cutting the ribbon
for Cherryville’s first radio station. In that
region, VOAR is located at 94.7 on the FM
dial. The re-transmitter is located on Cherry
Ridge in the community of Cherryville. VOAR
shares the transmitter shack and tower with
three other TV stations on Smoke White-
cotton’s tower. The signal can be heard with
clarity as far away as Lumby.

Seven persons were present at the ribbon
cutting ceremony Friday morning as Pastor

Terry McComb shared a bit of radio history

4 ' ,

(I-r)Eugene Foisy cutting ribbon and shaking hands with Pastor McComb, gomg, back. to Marconi and {ea.chl ng into
Smoke Whitecotton in tower, Emil Lukat. today’s achievement. VOAR’s signal comes
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from St. Johns and has been broadcasting
since the fall of 1929. This makes Voice
of Adventist Radio one of the oldest
Christian radio stations.

“Our VOAR project began about
two years ago”, said McComb, “when
the Richlands Community Seventh-day
Adventist church voted to bring VOAR

“The other key player in this project
was Smoke Whitecotton,” McComb
continued. “He and his very able
helper, Emil Lucat, while not church
members, are both married to sisters
who are members.” Whitecotton was
the one who climbed the tower and
installed the antenna. He is also main-

Christian music country gospel music
along with health, family, and religious
programs like Focus on the Family by
James Dobson. VOAR, Christian family
Radio is dedicated to sharing good news.
The Richlands Community Seventh-
day Adventist Church is sponsoring this
repeater station and is located just East of

to our area.” “Nadine Cromby,” he
said, “did all the legal work. It was her
faithful work that made this station
happen.”

tainer of the tower and transmitters.
VOAR broadcasts 24 hours a day

seven days a week. Its programming

Hwy 6 near Cherryville at the corner of
Creighton Valley and Hammond Rd. m

consists largely of contemporary

North American Division

Adventist Communicators Celebrate a Year of Excellence

ollaboration. Creativity. Inspiration. This year’s

Society of Adventist Communicators (SAC)
Convention delivered all of this and more. Newport
Beach, Calif., proved to be an inspiring backdrop
for the 20th annual conference. A total of 140 com-
municators from across the country joined together
to exchange ideas, celebrate successes, and brainstorm
strategies for improvement.

After mingling with welcomed newcomers
and longstanding veterans at the open reception,
attendees gathered for the Thursday night program.
The Communications Showcase featured exciting
new projects, highlighting the Voice of Prophecy and
the Hope Channel. The business meeting covered
numerous agenda items, including the nomination
and voting of new board members and SAC president.
Steve Vistaunet, assistant to the president for the
North Pacific Union Conference, will be replacing
Celeste Ryan Blyden, assistant to the Columbia
Union Conference president and Visitor editor,
who dutifully served as SAC president for the past
two years.

The evening closed with the SONscreen Film
Screening, highlighting young adults who effectively
use film and video to encourage social consciousness,
inspire action, and celebrate creative entertainment.

Keynote speaker Ryan Bell, pastor of the Hollywood
(Calif.) church, and young adults from his congregation
blessed Friday morning attendees by sharing their
inspirational—and artistic—approach to ministry.
The morning address opened minds to the importance
of artists, filmmakers, writers, and actors serving
the Lord.

The remainder of the day was spent in breakout
sessions addressing the diverse needs faced by commu-

sy WA 8" W,
!

Newly -elected Board of Directors for
the Society of Adventist Communicators.

nicators. Award-winning filmmaker Martin Doblmeier
closed the evening with a moving presentation of his
film The Power of Forgiveness. Clips of his upcoming
film 7he Adventists was also shown. The production
focuses on Seventh-day Adventist’s unique approach
to the interconnected relationship between faith and

December 2009
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Her prolific rendering reinvigorated and charged
the congregation as she urged worshippers to
serve and praise the Lord “excellently.”

The evening’s award banquet and farewell
was drenched in humor by the program’s
guest emcee, Jimmy Phillips, including the
surprising performance of The Three Waiters.
However the heart of the evening was focused
on celebrating efforts of high-reaching and
high-achieving individuals and teams. Roland
Scalliet from Southern Adventist University
won the Student Award; Jessica Lozano from
Southwestern Adventist University won the
Young Professional Award; the 2008 Offering
Campaign for Adventist World Radio was
awarded the Excellence Award; the Southeastern

it

= N 2 Lo 4 .
Attendees of the 2009 SAC Convention in Newport Beach , California

science and is scheduled for release December 2009.
Blessings continued pouring Sabbath morning
with a touching testimonial from Christian Iordan,
associate pastor of the Campus Hill church in Loma
Linda, Calif. Campus Hill senior pastor, Hyveth

Williams, DMin, presented the morning’s sermon.

“Just Claim It!"—2nd NAD World Youth Prayer Conference

he Seventh-day Adventist Church

in North America will host its second
World Youth Prayer Conference on
April 7-11, 2010 in Columbus, Ohio.
Themed “Just Claim It: Experience the
Power of Prayer—Claiming Communities
for Christ,” youth from all over the world
will participate in this power packed
experience to claim the power of God
in their lives.

Crime, violence, drugs, and sexual
immorality have plagued all homes,
communities, schools, and even churches.
“The purpose of this Prayer Congress
is two-fold. First it will draw serious
attention to the challenges of senior
youth by reintroducing them to a love
relationship with Christ. Second, it
will empower them to reclaim their
cities through service to others while
bringing a message of hope,” said James
Black, Sr., director of youth ministries
for the Seventh-day Adventist Church
in North America.

This new and unique spiritual expe-

December 2009

rience will draw over 15,000 attendees

to begin a 5-day prayer journey to “Just
Claim It” in the name of Jesus. In
addition to the 120 hours of organized
prayer, organizers have coordinated 15
workshop tracks (180 workshops), a
special community mission project called
“Just Make-Over,” speaking opportunities
for teens called “Youth Preach-Out”,
drama presentations focusing on Biblical
prayer encounters, Biblical floats parade,
and a music festival with a special feature
of the 300 voices JCI Mass Choir
accompanied by a 250 piece orchestra
and Recreation (translations provided
for international attendees).

To ensure the JCI impact in every

California Conference website redesign was
awarded the Reger Smith Jr. Cutting Edge
Award; Daniel “Don” A. Roth received the
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Communicators left rejuvenated, inspired,
and revving to fulfill this year’s theme: “Ride the Wave
of Communication Excellence.” Save this future
information: October 14-16, 2010, Rochester, N.Y.
For more information about SAC, visit adventist
communicator.org. B

—Julie Zaiback

community, special invitations have
been sent to the President of the United
States, his cabinet, members of Congress,
the Senate, Governors, State Legislatures,
Mayors, City Councils, Community
Activists, and world leaders of every
nation. “We want leaders to come and
have our youth lay hands on them and
pray for their leadership,” said Black.
“Also, delegates are encouraged to bring
non Adventist relatives and friends to
JCI—cthis voids the “it’s just for us”
mentally. It’s time our youth know that
their prayers can literally impact the
entire world,” he said.

To raise seed funds for this unique
youth experience, organization have
established a donation initiative called
Dreamers 100.

For more information on the confer-
ence, registration, schedule details, or to
be a volunteer, please visit www.jci2.org
or send an email to info@jci2.org or call

(301) 680-6420. m



General Conference

Adventist Media Center Receives Top Awards in Russia

he Voice of Hope Media Center

in Russia received two highly-
prestigious awards on September 16 at
the VII Ceremony of “The Elite of the
National Economy” in Moscow. Voice
of Hope speaker/director Sergey Kuzmin
attended the illustrious event at the
President Hotel.

On behalf of the media center—
which is located in Tula, Russia—Kuzmin
accepted the award for “Socially Aware
Enterprise.” The center was also given
the annual international award for
“Best Company of the Yew—2009,"
which was established by the Duma
(the lower house of the Russian Feder-
ation’s parliament).

“In such a way, the government and
the state acknowledged the successful
work of the media center in the last
19 years and its active participation in
the development of Russian society,”
Kuzmin says.

“Adventist World Radio is very
proud of the Voice of Hope Media
Center in Tula, Russia,” adds Benjamin
Schoun, president of AWR. “At the
same time, we are humbled that leading
organizations in Russia have recognized
these efforts and granted these special
honors. It reflects the quality and faith-
fulness of the staff. We are planning now
to increase the number of broadcasts so
that even more people will benefit from
the programming that is offered.”

The Voice of Hope Media Center
was the first Christian group to begin
official broadcasts in the territory of
the former Soviet Union. The first 20-
minute program was broadcast on
October 19, 1990. The Voice of Hope
programs have remained popular, as
proven by the statistics of the Bible
Correspondence School, where the
number of students is constantly growing,.

Today, the programs are broadcast
on Adventist World Radio, Radio of
Russia, Family Radio, Radio Theos, and

Sergey Kuzmin accepts awards for the
Voice of Hope Media Center in Russia.

Tula Radio. They are also available on
the Internet. Kuzmin says, “In such a
way, Christian radio programs in Russian
can be listened to not only in the territory
of the former Soviet Union but also in
the most remote parts of the world.”

He continues, “Since we were first
on the air, we have received a great many
letters. In order to help our listeners
find answers to numerous questions, we
established the Bible correspondence
School, whose number of graduates
is tens of thousands of people. The
employees of the Voice of Hope receive
and send a lot of correspondence on a
daily basis. It needs to be pointed out that
not a single letter—Dbe it a complicated
Bible question or a request for Bible
classes—has remained unanswered.
There are listeners who have been
corresponding with the media center
for many years.”

The staff recently received a letter
from Volchina Alevtina of Yurkino in
the Nizhniy Novgorod region. She
wrote, “Thank you for your beautiful
programs. They are just what we need—
both adults and children. In our village
there is no library, no school, no post
office, and no medical station. The
nearest church is many miles away, so

the only source of spiritual nurture is
the media. We are so grateful that there
is such a radio as the “Voice of Hope’.”

Since the Internet is becoming one
of the most popular sources of informa-
tion, staff at the media center created a
Bible Internet Course in 2006 that is based
on the Bible Correspondence School.
People can go to www.golosnadezhdi.ru
and not only make theiselves acquainted
with news of the “Voice of Hope” but
also take any of the suggested Bible
course on line. On this web site, people
can also listen to the latest radio programs
and ask various questions about the Bible.

Kuzmin describes another initiative:
“At the “Voice of Hope,” we have begun
publishing an informational newspaper
with the same name. We publish it once
every two months and send it to everyone
who has subscribed. We publish this
newspaper as a sign of gratitude to those
who empathize with the ministry of the
‘Voice of Hope,” support it, and want
to know more about its activities. In
the newspaper, there is always the latest
news about the media center’s projects,
news about the programming, interesting
articles on spiritual topics, and fresh
stories in the column “Wonderful Power
of Prayer’.”

During its 19 years of operation,
the media center has created countless
radio programs, developed and carried
out many projects, and become very
popular with its audience. Kuzmin says,
“All of it would have been impossible to
do without the blessings and the guidance
of our loving Heavenly Father, without
the daily prayers and committed ministry
of the staff, and also without the support
of many of our friends and fellow brothers.
The friendly team of the media center
is looking into the future with faith and
is making every effort to ensure that the
saving message of Jesus Christ is available
to many more people, so that they will
find joy and peace in their Savior.” =
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. eartwarming
A heartwarming > - tories th hol
holiday story F stories tne wnote
Jor the whole family % famzly will love!

It’s Christmas Eve and Dad is stuck at
the airport. His unit has been
overseas for a year and he wants to
get home. Will he make it?

Starring: Joseph Campanella, Patty Cabrera,
Marilyn McCoo & Billy Davis, Jr.

. : A stand-alone sequel to the
‘ award-winning special, All Is Bright!
On Christmas Eve, a
widower’s life is changed by
an unopened gift his wife
gave him five
years ago.
B o T ——" 8 Starring: Joseph Campanella, Patty Cabrera,
An unexpec ted road trip to find : Deniece Williams & Ruta Lee.
a long-lost daughtet: becomes ]an
unfmgettable Christmas Lve.

Join Joe and Rose for a heartwarming,
freshly p}'epar'ed serving of love, reconciliation
) and forgiveness.

Starring: Joseph Campanella, Ruta Lee, Talia Shire, Joey
Mclntyre, Mary McDonough, & Patty Cabrera.

presented by
the Seventh-day Adventist Church
in North America

Check www.nadadventist.org or call 805-955-7681 to find a station in your area.
Watch it on TBN and Hope Channel. Check local listings for dates and times.



B Announcements

PROCESS:

¢ All announcements (non-
profit events, new member
notices, birth announcements,
weddings, anniversaries,
obituaries and tributes)
should be emailed to Lori
MacDonald Imacdonald
@sdacc.org or faxed to her
attention at 905/433-0982.

* Every individual named in
the announcement must be
aware of the submission and
have granted the submitter
approval for printing.

* Obituaries must be submitted
on the appropriate form,
completed and/or approved
by a family member of the
deceased.The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable) are available at
www.sdacc.org/messenger.

* The Messenger assumes no
liability for typographical
errors or responsibility for
inaccuracies originating in
submitted material.

e For more information about
Messenger announcement
policies, go to www.sdacc.
org/messenger, click ‘writers
guidelines’then click
‘announcements.’

m Announcements

Grandview SDA church and North
Okanagan Junior Academy would
like to invite all former pastors,
members, teachers, students and
supporters to celebrate our 100th
anniversary with us. There will be
a weekend of special services and
programs commemorating the event
as well as highlighting our history.
Join us Sept. 17-19, 2010. More
info and updates can be seen at
www.grandviewadventist.ca.

mNew Members

ONTARIO

Dwight Patrick Rey, Rainon Robes,
Jessica Gamez and Florence Alconcel
were baptized at the Pathfinder
camporee in Oshkosk, Wis. on
Aug. 15, 2009 by Edwin Martin.
They were baptized as a result of
the Pathfinder Evangelism week
2009 at the Mount Zion Filipino
church in Downsview, Ont. They
are now members of the Mount
Zion Filipino church.

MARITIMES

Taylor Burke, Emma Cummings,
Heather Totten, Jake Totten,
Samantha Totten, Terrance Totten,

and Debera Sabean were baptized
in Hampton, N.B. on June 6,
2009. Taylor, Emma, Heather,
Jake, Samantha and Terrance

were baptized by Ron Henderson.
Debera was baptized by Jacques
LeBlanc. They are all now members
of the Barnesville church.

Isabelle Goguen and lona Reeder
were baptized on June 6, 2009 in
Moncton, N.B. by Ron Nelson.
Carl Reeder and Brigit McLaren
were also welcomed by profession
of faith. All are now members of
the Moncton church.

Taylor Purvey was baptized in
Moncton, N.B. on July 4, 2009
by Ron Nelson. He is a member
of the Moncton church.

Craig Kelemen and Mark Pentz
were baptized on July 30, 2009 at
Camp Pugwash, N.S. by David
Asscherick. They are now members
of the Barnesville church.

David LeBlanc and Janelle LeBlanc
were baptized at Camp Pugwash
on Aug. 1, 2009 by Jared Browne.
They are now members of the
Fredericton church. Their mother,
Amanda McGivery, was rebaptized
that same day.

Amanda Conliffe was baptized at
Camp Pugwash in Pugwash, N.S.
on Aug. 1, 2009 by Jacques LeBlanc.
She is now a member of the Saint
John church.

Eric Carpenter was baptized at Camp
Pugwash in Pugwash, N.S. on Aug.
1, 2009 by Glen Corkum. He is

now a member of the Truro church.

Glynis Hubley was baptized at Camp
Pugwash in Pugwash, N.S. on Aug.
1, 2009 by Pedro Graga. She is now
a member of the Tantallon church.

Evans Monyoncho and Margarita
Bettran Lopez were baptized at
Camp Pugwash in Pugwash, N.S.
on Aug. 1, 2009 by Bob Lehmann.
They are now members of the
Charlottetown church.

Ryan Fraser and Adam Hubley were
baptized at the Tantallon church in
N.S. on Aug. 22, 2009 by Pedro
Graga. They are now members of

the Tantallon church.

MANITOBA/SASKATCHEWAN

Chalisse MacDonald and Helena
Twigge were baptized in Weyburn,
Sask. on Mar. 7, 2009 by Darren
Godsoe. They are now members of
the Weyburn Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

Tom Langley was baptized in
Rosthern, Sask. in Dec. 2007 by

Terry Sparks. He is now a member
of the Rosthern church.

m Births

Joshua David Allen was born
Sept. 8, 2009 to Michelle (Hossack)
and Brian Allen of Victoria, B.C.

Titus Cole Dubyna was born
May 7, 2009 to Mandy and
Michael Dubyna of Lacombe, Alta.

Cole Connor Gallant was born
Aug. 9, 2009 to Darla (Holm)
and Blaine Gallant of Watson, Sask.

Lenie Adriana Liina Hannes was
born June 3, 2009 to Rachel
(Adema) and Stephen Hannes of
Ancaster, Ont.

Julienne Meagher was born Aug. 1,
2009 to Jielrose and Sean Meagher
of Springhill, N.S.

Zara Mai Roberts was born Aug. 25,
2009 to Laura and Yuri Roberts of
Edmonton, Alta.

m Weddings

Kellie Donovan and Mark Jackson
were married July 18, 2009 in
Sydney, N.S. Kellie is the daughter
of Wayne and Eva Donovan of
Sydney, and Mark is the son of Ken
and Mary Jackson of Georges River,
N.S.

Emily Hepburn and Ryan Fraser
were married August 23, 2009 in
Tantallon, N.S. and are making
their home in Halifax, N.S. Emily
is the daughter of Brian Hepburn
of Bruce Mines, Ont. and Francine
La Pointe of Owen Sound, Ont.
Ryan is the son of Ivan and April
Fraser of Glen Margaret, N.S.

Amanda LaLonde and William
Ennest were married on July 5,
2009 in Moose Jaw, Sask. Amanda
is the daughter of Mike and Janet
LaLonde of Mississauga, Ont., and
William is the son of Don and
Sherron Ennest, also of Mississauga,
Ont.

Rose Movilla and Chris Ryan Ganzon
were married on Sept. 7, 2009 in
Toronto, Ont. where they are also
making their home.

m Anniversaries

Margaret (Penner) and Thomas A.
Davis of Creston, B.C. celebrated
their 60 wedding anniversary on
Sept. 18, 2009. They celebrated
twice: once with their church family
and again with most of their children,

grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren. Pastor Davis ministered to

the Sault Saint Marie and Ottawa
churches in Ontario, and spent
several years as editor-in-chief for
publishing houses in the Philippines
and India as well as with the Review
and Herald Publishing Association
in Maryland. The Davises have three
children: Arlen (Sherry) of College
Place, Wash., Cheryl (Edward) Dunn
of Anchorage, Alaska and Lorna
(Daniel) Dreher of Priest River,
Idaho. They have five grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.

Doreen and Vernon Gimbel of
Lacombe, Alta. celebrated their 60
wedding anniversary on Aug. 25,
2009. They were married in the

CUC chapel in 1949. The Gimbels
have two children: Ivan (Sharon)
of Lacombe and Sherry Lee (Rob)
Olynick of Quill Lake, Sask. They
also have five grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

m Birthdays

Gertrude MacDonald celebrated her
100 birthday on Sept. 5, 2009 in
North Sydney, N.S. Gertrude has
three children, seven grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.

(photo top of page 26)
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Julia Pyke celebrated her 100*
birthday on July 10, 2009 in North
Sydney, N.S. Julia is a founding

member of the North Sydney
church. Julia has three daughters,
five grandchildren and one great-
grandson.

Sheila Regan celebrated her 90
birthday on Aug. 30, 2009 in
Tantallon, N.S. Sheila celebrated

with more than 70 family members
and enjoyed a detailed family histo-
ry that was on display—one that
included Sheila’s great-grandfather,
Sir William Henry Pope, one of the
founding Fathers of Confederation.

m Obituaries

Edgar Bowes was born Feb. 16,
1932 in Richmond Hill, Ont. and
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died Sept. 4, 2009 in Toronto, Ont.
Surviving: wife Ilah (Janes); son
Scott (Katherine Szamko-Bowes)
of Oshawa, Ont.; daughters Susan
(Paul) Coulombe of Brampton,
Ont. and Kelly (Paul) Bowes of
Cookstown, Ont.; sisters Nancy
(Harry) Bisson of Brampton and
Dorothy Bowes of Orillia, Ont.;
and seven grandchildren.

Nicholas Dudar was born Dec. 20,
1919 in Myrnam, Alta. and died
Sept. 5, 2009 in Kingston, Ont.
Nick served as head cook at Kingsway
College providing meals for students
and conference functions. He also
served as head deacon at College
Park church in Oshawa, Ont. for
several years. He is predeceased by
two brothers and three sisters.
Surviving: wife Lovely; son Richard
of Kingston; daughter Rachel (Tim)
Arner of Knoxville, Tenn.; two
brothers; two sisters; two grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren.

George Egolf was born Sept. 30,
1919 in Canora, Sask. and died
Aug. 25, 2009 in Trail, B.C. George
served his church as an educator,
coastal mission worker, church elder,
Sabbath School teacher, a member
of the B.C. conference board and

a member of the CUC board of
directors. Surviving: wife Joyce
(McGee); sons Chris (Debbie) of
Armstrong, B.C., Richard (Susana)
of Abbotsford, B.C. and Dan (Val)
Egolf of Trail; daughter Joy (Fred)
Vandenboer of Sidney, B.C.; brothers
John, Fred and Chris; sisters Dorothy
McLauchlan, Lillian Earl and Kate
Postoloski; 9 grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.

Mayme Lorraine Gerber was born
Jan. 23, 1937 in Sidney, B.C. and
died Oct. 5, 2009 in Langley, B.C.
Lorraine was the Primary Sabbath
school leader and librarian in the
Langley Adventist church for many
years. She is predeceased by her
mother Esther Diminyatz Andrews
and her son Calvin Marshall Andrews.
Surviving: husband Henry; daughters
Sherry and Heather, both of Surrey,
B.C.; father Ted (Pat) Andrews of
White Rock, B.C.; sisters Cheryl
(Fred) Paliniuk of Yakima, Wash.
and Shirley (Robert) Smith of
Montrose, Colo.; half-brother

Cary Thorne of Surrey; and half-
sister Jill Rhynard of Vernon, B.C.

Doug Knopp was born Nov. 17,
1955 in Burnaby, B.C and died
July 8, 2009 in Grande Prairie,
Alta. Doug was a member of the
only floating church in North
America, and he served his church
as Sabbath school superintendant,
social committee member and
greeter. Doug is predeceased by an
infant son. Surviving: wife Glena;

daughter Cheri of Grande Prairie;
parents Ernst and Alna; brother
Ken of Port Hardy, B.C.; and sister
Laverne Knopp-Brown of Port
McNeil, B.C.

P. Marilyn (Emery) Lorenson was
born May 8, 1937 in Los Angeles,
Calif. and died July 20, 2009 in
Portland, Ore. Marilyn served as
academic secretary in Loma Linda
University’s School of Public Health,
teacher in Heri and Arusha, Tanzania
and as registrar at Weimar College.
Surviving: husband Reuben; sons
Lester (Lyla) of Maple Ridge, B.C.,
Ronald (Stephanie) of Portland,
David (Esther) of Florence, Wis.
and Donald (Heidi) of Gladstone,
Ore.; brothers Larry (Linda) Emery
of Saratoga, Calif., Thomas (Peggy)
Emery of Graham, Wash., and
Michael (Nancy) Emery of Mollala,
Ore; sisters Cathy (Frank) Hammond
of Springfield, Ore., Cheri (Lothar)
Varady of Honalulu, Hawaii, Cindy
(Arnie) Estipona of Glendale, Calif.,
Lindy Emery of Springfield and
Jacee (Mark) Gergozy of Vancouver,
Wash.; and 10 grandchildren.

Ruby (Uren) Lowry was born Aug. 7,
1916 in Strathroy, Ont. and died
Sept. 25, 2009 in Bowmanville,
Ont. She is predeceased by her
husband M. Scott. Surviving: sons
H. Maynard (Jean) of Loma Linda,
Calif. and Cecil W. (Valmae) of
Apopka, Fla.; daughters Frances
(Ken) Schander of Toronto, Ont.
and Janis of Apopka; four grand-
children and one great-grandchild.

Nick Matiko was born Sept. 22,
1917 in Rabbit Lake, Sask. and
died Oct. 9, 2009 in Creston,

B.C. Nick served his church as
elder, deacon, treasurer, young
people’s leader, Sabbath school
leader and as a literature evangelist.
He is predeceased by his wife
Evelyn, his brother Pete, and his
sisters Mary and Sandra. Surviving:
daughter Bev of Toronto, Ont.;
brother Edward of Millet, Alta.;
half-brother Lawrence of Edmonton,
Alta.; sisters Nina Hinton of Creston
and Ann Whitley of Auburn, Wash.;
and half-sister Ruby Babcock of
Black Diamond, Alta.

Monte Myers was born July 14,
1923 in Brantford, Ont. and died
Oct. 4, 2009 in Ajax, Ont. Monte
was a charter member of the Albert
Street church in Oshawa which he
also helped build. Monte also helped
build the Kendalwood church. He
is predeceased by his wife Nina and
his half-brother Gordon. Surviving:
son Monte “Sonny” (Colleen);
daughter Carolynn (Ken) Maclean;
six grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

Robert Daniel Pifer was born Apr.
13, 1935 in Harrisburg, Pa. and
died on Aug. 16, 2009 in Surrey,
B.C. Robert worked 14 years in
East Africa and the Middle East.
Surviving: wife Gerd; son Rob
(Lara) Pifer of Chilliwack, B.C;
daughters Linda (Dave) Moyer

of Portland, Ore., Randi (Tony)
Silva of Orlanda, Fla., Lisa (Terry)
Fraser of Kelowna, B.C. and Shirley
(Russ) Robinson of Abbotsford,
B.C.; brothers Chalmer (Joyce)

of Apopka, Fla., John (Jackie) of
Gainsville, Fla. and Don (Lin)

of Lakeport, Calif;; sister Darlene
(Bob) Rowand of Glassboro, N.J.;
and seven grandchildren.

Reinhold Frederick Schlecht was
born Jan. 28, 1917 in Germany
and died Feb. 6, 2009 in Simcoe,
Ont. He served as deacon in the
Simcoe church for many years. He
is predeceased by his wife Hedwig
and son Reinhard. Surviving:
daughters Ursula (Joe) Tofan of
Vittoria, Ont., Renate (Joe) Arnold
of Cleveland, Ohio, Christine (Bob)
Salmon of Portage, Mich. and Linda
(Tom) Moore of Marlington, W.Va.;
daughter-in-law Lois Schlecht of
Lacombe, Alta.; eight grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren.

Audrey (Haughland) Scott was born
Oct. 16, 1946 in Vancouver, B.C.
and died Sept. 27, 2009 in Hamilton,
Ont. Surviving: husband Don; son
Ted (Lisa) of Dundas, Ont.; daughter
Cindy (Jeff) Adema of Dundas;
sisters Beverly (Rick) Bell of Santa
Clarita, Calif. and Shirley (Rudy)
Reinhardt of Georgia; and six
grandchildren.

m Tributes

Dariene (Stickle) Dalke was born
July 6, 1933 in Rossland, B.C. and
died Oct. 8, 2009 in Oshawa, Ont.
at home, surrounded by her family.
Darlene was a graduate of CUC
where she made many lifelong
friends. After living in Calgary,

Alta. she and her family moved to
Oshawa where she worked for many
years at College Woodwork and was
an active member of College Park
church. Surviving: husband Denis
Dalke; daughters Sherry Dodson,
Lori (Jim) Bradley and Lisa (Erwin)
Hamley; grandchildren Teresa
(Peter) Mulvihill, Kyle and Kristyn
Bradley; and sister Carolyn Serrato.

Ruth lola Holder was born on May
29, 1916 and went to rest on May
2, 2009 in Montreal, Que. She was
four weeks shy of her 93rd birthday.
She had been an active member

in the church since becoming an
Adventist decades ago, giving of her



talents and her means. Ruth was an
inspiration to so many. She had an
irrepressible spirit and a cheerful
disposition. Her constant refrain of
“Praise the Lord” and those special
hugs were her trademark. She is
sadly missed, but we are comforted
knowing that before long we will see
her again. She is survived by daughter
Veronica, son Joshua, granddaughter
Karen Ruth and many friends.

Leo Eelis Marttinen was born Aug.
5, 1920 in Vihanti, Finland and
died Sept. 16, 2009 in Oshawa,
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Ont. Beloved husband of Irene.
Dear father of Andrew and his
wife, Mia. Cherished grandpa of
Andrew Jr., Annya, Sarah and
Nicholas. Survived by his brother,
Timo Martin, and his sister, Leila
McTavish. Dad was imprisoned
during World War IT because he
refused to carry a gun. After a
daring prison escape, he fled to
Sweden, where he convinced King
Gustaf V to accept conscientious
objectors who crossed the border
from Finland. He was an elder and
taught Sabbath School after moving
to Canada in 1950.

m Advertisements

www.adventistcontact.com
Successfully matching single
Adventists since 1974. Adventist
Contact is the original dating ministry
for Adventists. We endeavour to be
the very best! Will you be our next
success story? Don't spend Christmas
alone. Join now to see what's free!
Tell your friends. Married through
Contact? Send your story to: suc-
cess@adventistcontact.com. (3/10)

Obtain a diploma in Nutritional
Consulting through distance
learning at the Total Health School
of Nutrition. An SDA-based 1V2
year licensed program. Graduate
opportunities include consulting
services, corporate wellness programs,
health food stores, weight manage-
ment clinics and fitness centers. For
more information email rdblaney
@telus.net, phone 403/746-5388
or visit www.totalhealthschoolof
nutrition.com. (11/09)

W Advertising
Policies

PROCESS:

¢ All advertising should
be submitted with local
conference approval.

¢ Payment must accompany
your ad, or it will not be
published.

* The Messenger assumes
no responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, nor liability
for the advertisements.
Acceptance of ads does not
constitute endorsement of
the products or services by
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada.

RAILS:

Classified advertising —
$20 for 50 words or less; 35
cents for each additional word.

Display advertising (camera
ready) — $20 per column inch
(b/w) $25 (colour).For larger
display ads, please contact the
Messenger for a rate sheet.

Discounts — 10 percent
discount for three or more
consecutive insertions

without copy changes.
February issue: Dec.1
March issue: Jan.4
April issue: Feb.1

Health for children—Could your
child be feeling or functioning better?
MannaBears for immune support
and GlycoBears for vitamins/minerals
in a natural food complex can help.
Kids love them! www.mannapages.
com/LifeEnhancer or call Vivian
866/270-6019. (01/10)

Andrews University seeking a
qualified individual to join the
faculty of our Communication
department. Must have a broad
spectrum of communication skills
with a minimum of a Master’s in
communication or related degree.
Two years teaching experience
preferred. Interested candidates
apply at: www.andrews.edu/

HR/emp_jobs_faculty.cgi. (12/09)

NEWSTART Lifestyle Program at
Weimar Institute of Health and
Education—Our 18-day NEW
START Lifestyle Program reduces
the risk of and reverses obesity,
diabetes, neuropathy, heart disease,
fibromyalgia, high cholesterol,
hypertension; stress and other
degenerative diseases. For more
information call 800/525-9192
now! Read testimonies on our
website: www.newstart.com (01/10)

Andrews University, an international
Seventh-day Adventist Christian
University with more than 3,500
enrolled domestically and more than
4,000 enrolled offsite, is seeking a
new provost. The provost reports to
the president of the University and
is responsible for all the academic
programs, educational services,
quality/program review, student
success, teaching & learning resources,
faculty development, outcome
assessment, university accreditation
and providing Christian leadership
to the seventh most diverse campus
in the natinn

The preferred candidate should
hold an carned doctoral degree
and have experience in mobilizing
and leading a complex academic
structure to demonstrated levels of
achievement. The successful candidate
will have significant academic/man-
agement experience in institutions
of higher learning. This candidate
will also possess academic vision,
problem solving skills, collaborative
style, strong interpersonal skills,
and an ability to champion positive
change. Andrews University encour-
ages applicants with diverse back-
grounds to apply at: www.andrews.
edu/hr/emp_jobs_salaried.cgi.
(1/10)

Andrews University has a unique
job opportunity for an Aviation
Airframe and Powerplant instructor.
Duties include teaching/developing
curricula, materials, projects and
instructional aids for an FAA
approved Part 147, Aircraft
Maintenance Technician Program.
Interested candidates apply at:
www.andrews.edu/HR/emp_jobs_
faculty.cgi. (1/10)

Homeschoolers, awaken the book-
worm in your child with the familiar
Bible stories in the A Reason For
Guided Reading® curriculum.
These ability-based levelled readers
teach kids reading strategies for
success. Now available at your local
Adventist Book Center, online at
www.adventistbookcenter.com, or

by calling 800/765-6955. (10/10)

BANKCR O

ONTRACK REALTY

C 4 3344
7.7930

UNIT G, 2085 - 50 AVE., RED DEER, AB T4R 124

Jon: 403.302.0800
Denise: 403.302.9498

www.coldwellbankeronfrack.com

Gateway to Elmshaven! Affordable
Napa Valley lodging at Vineyard
Vista Inn at St. Helena Hospital,
part of Adventist Health. Just five
minutes to Elmshaven, Pacific Union
College and other attractions. Our
hotel-style rooms feature double beds,
private bathrooms and balconies
that provide sweeping views of the
beautiful Napa Valley. Guests have
convenient access to the hospital
cafeteria, gift shop and all the Napa
Valley has to offer. Visit www.
sthelenahospital.org/vineyardvista or
call 707/963-6365 for information
and reservations. (1/10)9

New—Excluslvely for Canadian
Singles 30 to 90+, Be a pen pal or
phone buddy to a shut-in, find a
new friendship, or even meet that
someone special who is looking for
special you. No website; user friendly
for all. Administered by either
regular mail or email. Membership
fee for operating costs only. For
information contact: “COAST to
COAST Pals ‘n More,” c/o Box
389, Mirror, AB TOB 3CO0, or
email ab.rosecountry@gmail.com.

(2/10)

A dventist
Health

Our Mission:
To share God's love by providing
physical, mental and spiritual
healing.

17 hospitals in:
California
Hawaii
Oregon
Washington

Live the Dream
The journey begins with us.

For job opportunities, visit
www.adventisthealth.org

“Nichols*”
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Vacation on Kauai, Hawaii—"“The
Garden Island”—XKahili Mountain
Park is a scenic mountain getaway
located at the base of Kahili Ridge.
Just minutes from popular Kauai
attractions, the park has an assortment
of 1-4 room cabins with sleeping
for 2-6 persons. See pictures and
rates at www.kahilipark.org. Info:
info@kabhilipark.org or 808/742-
9921. (6/10)

Mission Project—Canada. Yes,

you can reach every home in your
neighbourhood with the Gospel.
Fifty nine cents gets the full edition
Steps to Christ, a mail-in reply card
with free offers and Bible study.
Request a copy for each home on
your block. Let’s “Tell Canada” now!
stepstochristcda@aol.com 905/380-

Visiting Niagara Falls, Canada—
Niagara Fallsview Services can arrange
accommodations, meetings venues,
ground transportation, wheel chair
accessible mini-vans, transfers to
/from Toronto, Hamilton and
Buffalo airports, daily tours in
Niagara and Toronto. Ideal business
and ministry convention location.
Looking for investment properties
in Niagara region? We can help.
niagarafallsview@aol.com. (1/10)

For a $2 donation, you can get a 28-
song CD of original country gospel
music by Bonnie and Jim Sharpe.
For your copylies, call 905/720-2662,
email bonjim@rogers.com or send
to Bonnie and Jim Sharpe, 32A
Varcoe Road, Courtice, ON L1E
2T7. (12/09)

Florida Living—Where friends
become family! Senior community
one hour from Disney/Beach.
Ground level apts. and rooms for
lease; transportation/housekeeping
available. Church/pool/shopping/
activities; 3ABN, Loma Linda,
HopeTV. Short-term rentals—
Fully furnished 2 bdrm apts. $48,

$75/night (minimum stay 3 nights);
$300 or $450/week. 800/729-8017:

407/862-2646 x 24. Website:
floridalivingretirement.com. Email:

JackieFLRC@aol.com (1/10)

A home-based health-related
business helped me reach financial
freedom. If you have a heart for
‘wellness’ this is for you! www.manna
pages.com/LifeEnhancer or call Viv
toll-free at 866/270-6019. (01/10)

Now Online: Nedley Depression
Recovery Program and Training the
Trainer. Director and facilitator
training. 1.6 units of CEU available.
Register at drnedley.com or call

888/778-4445. (12/09)

3499. (12/09)

Ken Health Care (Jamaica)

* Residence for seniors

e Long Term Care
and Respite

e Minutes from Mandeville
and Northern Caribbean
University

Call: Sonia Brown 416-992-0358
Email: kenhealthcareja@yahoo.com
Web: www.kenhealthcareja.com

Confidential, Personal Service! Working for you in
Abbotsford, Aldergrove, Langley, Chilliwack, & Mission, BC

“| sell a home every 7 days on average, yet
I'm never too busy for you or your referrals!”

vy Alan Hamiltontean™®
Yem,e? FraserVaileyHomeSelier.com

"It's the Experience!"

REMBX Little Oak Realty

#9 2630 Bourqum Cr. W Abl)otsford BC V2S 5N7

CaII Alan Now! 604-859 2341 or 1-800-668-8661
Fax: 604-850-2325 Email: alan@alanhamilton.com

Alan Hamilton, eea
Realtor

E_clucatc O hans in
| African Advcntlst Schools!

Free African Children thru Education
helps orphans live at home, not in
orphanages! $65 per year provides school
fees, uniform, pencils, pens, paper and
a blanket for a child orphaned by disease,
poverty and war. 100% of your donation
ie eent to Uganda by FACE volunleers!

FACE c/o Marta Roffey

1338 French Line, Lanark, ON KOG 1K0

Phone: 613/259-5545, (5 p.m.-9 p.m.)

www.FreeAfricanChildrenthruEducation.blogspot.com

Music & FiLM MASTERCLASS witH FOUNTAINVIEW ACADEMY
If you're 9-19 years of age and you love to sing or you play an instrument this master-
class is for you! Train under qualified teachers, Okanagan Symphony’s concert-
_ master and assistant, Denis’ Letourneau and Susan Schafer, feature artists

. un Caiiadian Nativigl Radiu—CBC Ui juit us L sy, Liaisiing uider the
world-known founder of the Northwest Institute of Voice, Thomas R.
Blaylock. Then, share music in live concert and vse your talents for
God'’s gloryin a wint Smile—
you‘re on camera as the horses' hooves crunch and the train whistle

. blows!
www.fountainview.ca

C.H.E.R. Canada is an approved
Independent Supporting Ministry
of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada.

When you sponsor a child, your
monthly donation provides
education in an Adventist school
(tuition, books, uniforms, etc.),
a daily nutritious meal and
medical care to a needy child.
You can get to know your child |
through regular letters and
pictures.

Hundreds of children are waiting
for a loving sponsor like you.
Please contact our office today
and brighten a child's future!

A thtle Sacrlflce Makes a Big Difference.
Sponsor a Child in an Adventist School for $25/Month!

SN
s‘( %

Children's Health, Education and Relief International Canada
?u 888-520-7474 « 905-434-7474 » www.chercanada.ca * info@chercanada.ca

==~ Malawi * Bolivia * India » Bangladesh * Mexico * Brazil » Sri Lanka « Philippines |
CanpD>
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Dietary Manager: Heritage Green
Nursing Home in Stoney Creek,
Ont., a 167-bed long- term care
facility, is looking for experienced
dietary management staff. Responsi-
bilities will include managing the
operation of the Dietary department
to include staffing, food ordering
and preparation, food delivery and
clean-up in accordance with facility
policies, physician orders, resident
care plans and appropriate regulations.
Current certificate from Canadian
Society of Nutrition Management
required. Competitive wages. Ex-
cellent benefit package. Interested
candidates please contact: Rosemary
Okimi, administrator, Heritage Green
Nursing Home, 353 Isaac Brock
Drive, Stoney Creek, Ontario, L8]
2]3. Fax 905/573-7151 rokimi@
hgseniorcare.com (11/09)

AdventistSingles.org Free 14-day
trial! Join thousands of Adventist
singles online. Free chat, search,
profiles, match notifications!
Adventist owners since 1993. Visit
www.ElliotDylan.com for the
Undercover Angels series of novels
for Christian teens that build on
Biblical principles and reinforce
integrity. Great for Sabbath reading,
church and home schools, and gifts!
(06/10)

Turn your ‘fat switch’ off for life
with O-So-Lean patented Peptide
technology! Helps metabolism
prefer to burn body fat for energy.
No stimulants.. . . only healthy fat
loss while protecting lean body
mass, bones and sleeping well.
www. mannatechosolean.com;
www.mannapages.com/LifeEnhancer.

Vivian 866/270-6019. (01/10)

Swine flu, antibiotic-resistant
bacteria and other threats to your
immune system mean you need to
take action now to defend yourself.
Learn how at www.natural-pain-
relief-guide.com/immuneboost or
call Ray at 888/707-3663. While
there are many good products, there
are also natural lifestyle factors you
can use to increase your immunity.
Take responsibility and act now.
(12/09)

Paraben free skin care—no preserv-
atives, colours or fragrances. Restores
hydration 80% first use. Collagen
improvements which reduces and
prevents lines 31% in 8 weeks.
Restores youthful radiance in days
while nourishing your skin. www.
hydratedskin.com. Phone Viv at
866/270-6019 or email thegood
life@littleloon.ca (01/10)

LLBNS% % (lifeTalk) RADIOZa

British Columbia Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church

Stan Jensen, Director Estate Planning & Trust Services ph: 604-853-5451
Alberta Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church

Carolyn Osmond, Director Estate Planning & Trust Services ph: 403-342-5044
Man-Sask Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church

Graham Glover, Director Estate Planning & Trust Services ph: 306-773-8776
Ontario Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church

Alvin Ram, Director Estate Planning & Trust Services ph: 905-571-1022
Quebec Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church

Paul Musafili, Treasurer & Director Estate Planning & Trust Services

ph: 514-448-9122

Maritimes Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church

Ed Sharpe, Treasurer & Director Estate Planning & Trust Services

ph: 506-857-8722

Seventh-day Adventist Church in Newfoundland & Labrador

Gary Hodder, President & Director Estate Planmng & Trust Services

ph: 709-745-4051

www.WillPlan.org

Single-room Satellite Packages
Standard Receiver System

5289
+tax & shipping

Digital Video Recorder

%359
+tax & shipping

Multi-room Satellite Packages
Standard Two Room System

474
+tax & shipping

Two Room System with DVR

544
+tax & shipping

Family Safe Christian TV makes a great gift to friends, ez
loved ones or a charitable donation for your church! i
Order now just in time for the holidays!

www.adventistsat.com

call now: 866-552-6882

Adventist Satellite 8801 Washington Blvd., Ste 101 Roseville CA 95678 Working hours: Mo-Th 8am-5pm, Fri 8am-4pm PST Local Phone 916-218-7806
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Gospel Ovutreach Canada

People Introducing People to Jesus

PO Box 21024 Vernon BC V1T 9T7 Ph 250.545.2212 Em canada@goaim.org

* Helping missions spread the gospel
through indigenous evangelists

* Dramatically increased costs due to
world economic conditions

* Special focus on Africa:
14 countries
227 workers
hundreds of baptisms
multiplied call for help

A Supporting Ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
“Member of the International Gospel Outreach Network”

All Administrative staff are volunteers

For more information or to subscribe to the free GO newsletter, contact
GOC using the information above. Please mention this ad, thank you. Registered Charity #89437-4198-RR0001

"o into all the world and preach
the good news to all creation.”

Mission Opportunity in Korea
Jesus is calling you to come to Korea as

a missionary to teach Bible and English!
You will love it!

If you do, it’s time tol§€t
acquainted withidv@htSource,

the place for all youlministry
needs. As the leadéfship
resource center fofthe
Seventh-day Adventist
Church in North America,

it's your one-stop destination
for ministry resources and
information. ==

Together we can share the
light of a wonde! )

one name ® onemdh‘lber ® one source

‘k adventsource.org

24 December 2009

Requirements:

= Fnglish as a first language - Bachelor's degree
« Baptized member of the Seventh-day Adventist Churcl

Benefits:
« Starting monthly stiperd eyuivalent t U551,700, plus overtime
+ Round-trip airfare with a one-year contract
* GC AVS Sickness and Accident Insurance plus local
Korean health insurance
+ At least 14 government holidays per year
« Bi-monthly term break of 3-14 days

_ *Free housing, utilities and many more fringe benefits

..mmmw S
s B e

Call for more information or visit our
www.koreasda.org
Korea Phone: 82-2-2215-7496 (call collect)
E-mail: comesda@yahoo.com
“'m Phone: 1-866-567-3257 (KOREALS)
E-mail; wowsda@yahoo.com

v
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REACH Canada

(Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.)

-REACH International organized in 1973

-REACH Canada Incorporated as a registered charity in 1994.

« Tax exampt #895034189RR0001

« Member of Adventist-Laymen’s Services and Industries

« An idependent ministry supporting the mission of the SDA
Church

« Administered and managed by volunteers

- Operates schools, orphanges, hostels, and feeding centers

« Operates in 26 countries

- 8 branch offices

+ 0.04% from each sponsorship is used for administration

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY

O Yes! | will sponsor a child for $25 per month.
[IBoy [1Girl [CINo preference

(O do not wish to sponsor a child, but | would
like to make a donation of $

[Joy Fund[CGreatest Need[_lOther

Name

Street

City State Zip
Telephone Email

REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E
Whitby, ON, L1N 9G3, Canada (905) 720-1624
www.reachcanada.org « info@reachcanada.org

PROJECT: Steps to Christ, Inc.
" i c:qmzounaanwmf i

e
«£inding Peace” has gon
mFan32 gage abndged versmn,
to a 64 page ful
of Steps

Over 100,000 Finding Peace 1 mailed

to Canadian homes and now
the rest of Canada to receive
the full edition

For .60¢ donation per home PSTC will...
- ... print and mail the books

- ... fulfill the free offers on the response card

- ... return the cards to you, your church or conference

What'’s in your mailbox?

Find out how you can introduce Jesus to Canadians with this
full edition of ‘Steps to Christ’.

More information at www.projectstc.ca

or contact us at: PROJECT: Steps to Christ, Inc.
16593 Cedarvale Rd
Newington, ON KOC 1Y0
R 613-346-PSTC (7782)

info@projectstc.ca
PSTC is a registered Canadian Charity, # 85780744RR0001

Programs include: 3ABN, LLBN (Loma Linda),
A Hope Channel, ATN TV in English, French, Spanish and
Portuguese, with 3ABN radio; Live Talk Radio, and Radio 74

View NET Sessions « Music and Choirs « Youth and Children’s
programs « Healthy Living  Cooking Classes« Sermons and more
www.intersat.ca
Have your system professionally installed
On,y $ 4 6 7 m%shﬁisers receiver, dish, LNB and
installation (most places in Canada).

Topfield PVR4000 (Personal Video Recorder)
Watch one channel while recording another. Self-installation system.

Plus t
Dﬂly . 497 lnucslua(fes receiver with recorder, dish,
LNB and cable. Shipping included.

I*I |nteI'S at Canadian owned and operated by Adventists
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VANCOUVER 2010

Visit www.adventistyouth.ca or talk with your Conference Youth Director
for more information and to register for this event.

This event is being hosted by the SDACC Youth Ministry Advisory



ATreasury of Old-Fashioned

hristmas is upon us once again. It is

amazing how, when I was a child, the

days dragged until this special holiday

yet now that 'm an adult they fly by
too quickly. Perhaps that is due to the times in
which we live: hectic days filled with deadlines,
appointments and schedules. Perhaps it is also
due to changes in focus and priorities. Whatever
the reason for the shift in perception about the
holidays, a delightful pause in my daily routine
was afforded when I opened a packet from
Pacific Press and discovered Christmas in my
Heart, a collection of Christian-themed
Christmas stotics. Not only was I grateful for
that pause, but also for the newfound moment
of purpose I received by pondering the words
within the little book.

This book is complimentary with the hectic
schedule of most people today. It is composed
of 18 short stories that each are three to five
pages in length—digestible within an hour or
less. Especially in the Christmas season when
multiple engagements monopolize our calendars,
a book like this aids in bringing the family
together for an old-fashioned storytelling
around the fireplace. The stories are diverse and
stylistically unique yet are thematic enough that
one may choose to use this book as a worship
supplement during the December month.

Being honest, I read a lot of assignments,
papers and work related materials; reading for
pleasure seems to have disappeared by the
wayside until recently. It was refreshing to divert
15 minutes of my morning to read “The
Missionary Barrel” by Carolyn Abbot Stanley,
the sixth chapter of Christmas in my Heart. It
was more than engaging. | telt compelled to
read, not just skim, to the end. What was most
interesting about this particular tale is that the
plot’s direction takes a twist to provide the
deeper insight, rather than simply preach it

Christmas Stories

directly at the reader. The culmination of events
and dialogue was satisfying and gave me new
material to ponder in my morning worship hour.
I immediately started turning pages looking for
the next morsel to enjoy.

This is the eighteenth book in a long-running
series of compilations of old fashioned Christmas
tales to warm one’s heart. I feel like a treasure
has been discovered, one that I can share with
my family and with our readers. Like the
Chicken Soup for the Soul series, this book has
depth and relevance beyond the pages upon
which the ink is printed. One might think
these styles of stories to be cliché and overdone.

I disagree. In our non-stop media-ridden world,
we need to have these vignettes to keep us
steady, anchoring us to our true purpose and
goal as a Christian: to live the Christ-filled life.
Whether it is Christmas when you read this
book or a balmy, sunny July day on your deck,
Christmas in my Heart vol. 18 has the potential
to aid your Christian walk year-round.

Merry Christmas, and “may God bless ns,
everyone!” m

J.Scott MacDonald is an English teacher
at Kingsway College.

Christmas in My Heart/ 18, A Treasury of Old-Fashioned Christmas Srories; Compiled and edited by Joe L.Wheeler

Pacific Press Publishing, 2009 * ISBN:978-0-8163-2360-9
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