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GENERAL MATTER 

A NEW YEAR WISH 

As fleet the shadows, so the years: 
Each leaves its trace of joy and pain; 

But may their sorrows be forgot, 
And may their joys alone remain. 

And as we view the passing year, 
Each idle day and deed confess, 

Each empty pleasure fades away 
Before the joy of faithfulness. 

And now as loud the merry bells 
"Ring out the old and in the new" 

Accept our wish, aye, deepest prayer— 
A happy, blissful year to you. 

S.—P.—R. 

The Two Roads 
It was New-year's eve, An aged 

man was standing at a window. He 
raised his mournful eyes toward the 
deep blue sky, where the stars were 
floating, like white lilies, on the sur-
face of a clear, calm lake. Next he 
cast his eyes on the earth, where few 
more hopeless beings than himself 
now move on toward their certain 
goal— the tomb. 

Already he has passed sixty of the 
stages which lead to it, and he had 
brought from his journey nothing but 
remorse and errors. His health was 
destroyed, his mind vacant, his heart 
sorrowful, and his old age devoid of 
comfort. The days of his youth rose 
up in a vision before him, and be re-
called the solemn moment when his 
father had placed him at the en-
trance of two roads — one leading in-
to a peaceful, sunny land covered 
with a fertile harvest, and resound-
ing with soft, sweet music; the other 
leading the wanderer into a deep, 
dark cave, whence there was no is-
sue, where poison flowed instead of 
water, and where serpents hissed and 
crawled. 

He looked toward the sky and cried 
out in his agony, "0 youth, return! 
0 my father, place me once more at 

.the entrance of life, that I may choose 
the better way!" But his father and 
the days of his youth had both passed 
away. He saw wandering lights  

floating away Over dark marshes, and 
then disappearing. These were the 
days of his wasted life. He saw a 
star fall from heaven, and vanish in 
the darkness. This was an emblem 
of himself; and the sharp arrows of 
unavailing remorse struck home to 
his heart. Then he remembered his 
early companions, who entered upon 
life with himself, but who, having 
trod the paths of virtue and of labor, 
were now honored and happy on this 
New-year's eve. 

The clock in the high church tower 
struck twelve, and the sound falling 
on his ear, recalled his parents' early 
love for him, their erring son; the 
lessons they had taught him; the 
prayers offered in his behalf. Over-
whelmed with shame and grief, he 
dared not longer look toward that 
heaven where his Heavenly Father 
dwelt. His darkened eyes dropped 
tears, and with one despairing effort, 
he cried aloud, "Come back, my 
early days! come back!" 

And his youth did return; for all 
this was but a dream. He was still 
young; his faults alone were real. He 
thanked God fervently that time was 
still his own, that he had not yet en-
tered the deep, dark cavern, but was 
free to tread the road leading to that 
peaceful land where sunny harvests 
wave. 

Ye who still linger on the threshold 
of life doubting which path to choose, 
remember that when years are passed, 
and your feet stumble on the dark 
mountain, you will cry bitterly, but 
cry in vain, "0 youth, return! 0, 
give me back my early days!" 

—Selected. 

The Constitutional Convention 

Early in January a convention will 
be called in Columbus to change the 
constitution of Ohio. At the recent 
election delegates were chosen from 
every county, so that all parts of the 
state, will have a voice in any altera-
tions that may be made in this great 
document which safeguards liberty 
and prosperity in this great state. If 
only commercial changes ,were an-
ticipated it would arouse but little  

interest beyond the circles of com-
mercialism, but it is a well-known 
fact that certain aggressive religious 
leaders are pledged to bombard the 
convention with resolutions and de-
mands for a more stringent obser-
vance of the first day of the week 
instead of the seventh-day Sabbath 
divinely set apart and blessed by the 
Lord at the end of creation week, 
and observed by his faithful followers 
through the ages. No divine au-
thority ever sanctioned the change 
from the seventh day to the first as 
some are prone to believe, but after 
a series of successes all tending to-
ward national and state laws the 
leaders in this Sunday movement 
are now fearful of the results appar-
ent, and the influence following 
sports, games and amusements on 
Sunday which is getting the masses 
instead of the churches, leaving many 
vacant pews and poorly paid preach-
ers; this has so thoroughly aroused 
the leaders for a better observance 
of the "American Sabbath" that a 
movement has been started by re-
formers(?) to have incorporated in 
the new constitution a clause de-
manding the strict observance of 
Sunday as a day of national rest. 

It is very evident that this is class• 
legislation which in the end will not 
improve conditions, but will bring 
the heavy hand of the law upon 
good citizens who may have differ-
ent religious views. Religious laws 
always bring in their train religious 
persecution, and the victims are 
treated as common criminals and 
even put in the chain gang; this has 
been done in some of the southern 
states. All good citizens should now 
be on the alert and give the subject 
of religious liberty more than pass-
ing notice for the days of persecu-
tion are right upon us. Much still 
remains to be done before the Lord's 
return, so all must do what duty de-
mands and be ready to help others 
to see the evils of religious legisla-
tion. 

Let all pastors, elders and leaders 
keep the subject before their flocks 
and be prepared on short notice to 
petition the convention, if necessary, 
that these- delegates may give care- 
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ful consideration in this matter of 
going on record in establishing a 
precedent for future legislation 
which will deprive good citizens of 
their rights now guaranteed in the 
present constitution. The secretary 
of the department will keep in close 
touch with conditions here, and also 
with the churches, but it will be nec-
essary to use the COLUMBIA UNION 
VISITOR from time to time as the 
means of communication, and we 
trust that all our church officers.  are 
already subscribers, so as to keep 
their churches informed, and to fac-
ilitate the work of the department. 

JOHN FRANCIS OLMSTED, 
See'y. Rel. Lib. Dept. for Ohio. 

L21f THE COLLEGE 

Miss Cora Bennett is nursing a 
diphtheria patient in DanVille, 0. 

Mrs. Howard Detwiler visited her 
mother, Mrs. Sprecher, in Philadel-
phia, during vacation. 

Miss Louise Bensel accompanied 
Elder Kneeland to his home in Pitts-
burgh, to spend the vacation. 

The donation of the Sabbath-school 
for the Sabbath ending the week of 
prayer was $29.18. 

Miss de Spelder and Miss Hart spent 
their vacation at their homes in 
Michigan. 

Mrs. C. D. Christman of Reading, 
Pa., visited her son during vacation. 

Misses Annie Bennett and Hannah 
Beatty spent their vacation selling 
magazines in Columbus. 

Miss Olive Pangburn has just re-
turned from her home at Ridgetown, 
Ontario, where she spent the holi-
days. 

Miss Hazel Leach spent the two 
weeks before vacation in West Vir-
ginia making a delivery of books. 

Mrs. Galt of Wilmington, Delaware 
spent a few days last week with her 
brother, Mr. Ferguson. 

11/B.Sses Ariel Arnold 'and Myrtle 
McPeak Spent vacation in 0ohinibtni, 
selling magazines.'  

Mr. Harry Doolittle visited his 
home at Eldred, Pennsylvania, during 
vacation. 

Mr. Spencer of Mansfield Pennsyl-
vania, visited his brother and sister 
during the holidays. 

Miss Ella Talmage, a Bible worker 
of Wooster, Ohio, is visiting her 
brother. 

Elder W. E. Bidwell spent the holi-
days with his family. 

Mrs. Vernon Punches of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, is visiting her brother, 
Elder James Shultz, and her husband's 
father. 

The students enjoyed their vacation. 
Most of those from Ohio went home, 
also others from a distance. There 
were about thirty students left in the 
Home. 

The Board's visit was appreciated 
and enjoyed by the students. They 
visited chapel every day. Talks were 
given by Elders B. G. Wilkinson, B. 
F. Kneeland, W. H. Heckman, and 
R. T. Baer. The students were espe-
cially glad to see the presidents of 
their respective conferences. Elder 
Baer might be seen surrounded by a 
group of Chesapeake students, while 
Elder Kneeland's attention was 
equally divided between students 
from New Jersey and those from 
West Pennsylvania. 

We were glad to make the acquaint-
ance of two new members of the 
Board, Elder McElhany of the District 
of Columbia and Elder Sanborn of 
New Jersey. 

On Wednesday night, December 20, 
the second number of the lecture 
course was given by Elder McElhany 
on the Philippine Islands. This was a 
stereopticon lecture and many inter-
esting scenes were shown, giving us 
an idea of conditions existing there. 
Elder McElhany has spent two years 
in the Philippines, so he could give us 
a good description of the country and 
its people. The students enjoyed the 
lecture very much and felt well re-
paid for attending it. 

Mr. Howard Detwiler and his 
slater, Sadie, spent Christmas week 
at Columbus canvassing for maga-
zines. They -report excellent suc-
cess, and feel well repaid fur the 
eariiest'Slfhit they Put forth. 

1 

	
CHESAPEAKE 

Special "Ministry of Healing" 
Campaign 

At the recent council in Washing-
ton considerable attention was given 
to the question of completing the 
"Ministry of Healing" campaign. A 
committee was appointed to consider 
the matter. The resolutions and 
recommendations of this committee 
received the unanimous indorsement 
of the council, and every one present 
pledged himself to work for the 
rapid completion of this campaign. 

For some time we have been en-
gaged in this campaign with "Minis-
try of Healing." Nearly a year ago 
the conference opened the effort for 
our relief work. Considerable en-
thusiasm was created, and our peo-
ple responded to what they believed 
to be a call to duty, and the result 
was that many of our churches or-
dered their quota of books. With 
other things to occupy our attention, 
we have not prosecuted this cam-
paign as vigorously as we should. 
The result is that nearly all have 
not disposed of their quota, and of 
course the means derived from the 
sale of the books has not reached our 
treasury; consequently we have not 
been able to send on this money to 
the place where it is needed so much 
at this time. 

In harmony with the recommenda-
tion of the General Conference Coun-
cil to set apart the week following the 
week of prayer as a time for a special 
campaign with "Ministry of Heal-
ing," we asked all our workers to 
spend the week, December 18-25, 
among the people in behalf of this 
valuable work. Tne plan is not for 
our workers to get our people to take 
more books, or a certain number of 
books, but to actually get out among 
the people not of our faith and in-
terest them in the truth which "Min-
istry of Healing" contains. 

This is a special effort, and in our 
plans to make it a success we would 
urge our people generally throughout 
the conference to participate in it. 
Let those who have sold only half 
their quota make another effort to 
sell the other half. Let those who 
have laid away their books until a 
more favorable opportunity, respond 
now and receive the blessing which 
is always sure to follow faithful labor 
for God. If there are those who 
have not ordered their quota of 
books, we ask them to dos so at once. 
Books can be had in the English and 
German by sending to the office 
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where a supply is on hand. 
May the Lord help us now to re-

spond to the call and shoulder the 
responsibility, and then let us pray 
that our efforts may be successful as 
we unite with our brethren and sis-
ters throughout the entire field in 
carrying the light of Health Principles 
which the Lord has given to us. 

ROSCOE T. BAER. 

The Week of Prayer Among the 
Churches 

It was my privilege to visit some of 
the churches and companies during 
the week of prayer. On the first Sab-
bath we bad the first reading with the 
little company at Thurmont. Our 
hearts were touched by the Spirit of 
God as we were exhorted by the ser-
vant of the Lord to a spiritual awak-
ening. 

I met with the Smithsburg church 
on Sunday evening; and as we noted 
the urgent appeals from the Orient, 
all were impressed to send up earnest 
petitions for a consecration of our-
selves and our means to answer the 
calls from the destitute fields- 

I also had the privilege of spending 
two evenings with the Hagerstown 
church. Here we had a good com-
pany out each evening, a deep inter-
est was manifested in the readings, 
and we believe that all received great 
benefit from the week of prayer. 
Brother and Sister Peden, formerly 
of Washington, D. C., but now living 
in Hagerstown and canvassing, are 
rendering good service to the church. 
This company is also receiving help 
in the person of Miss McKenzie, who 
has labored as a Bible worker in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., during the past sum-
mer. 

My next visit was at Cumberland. 
Here I did not have the pleasure of 
meeting all the brethren and sisters, 
as they live so far apart that it is im-
possible to come together very often. 
However, I had a very profitable 
meeting with a few who are of good 
courage in the message and its prog-
ress in the fields beyond. At this 
place I met two young ladies who 
have lately accepted the truth 
through the labors of Elder F. M. 
Fairchild. They are very earnest and 
enthusiastic. 

On my return from Cumberland I 
stopped again at Smithsburg and re-
mained over the Sabbath, holding two 
meetings here and one at Pondsville 
and arriving home at Thurmont the 
eighth day after my departure. 

It had been arranged to have a 
worker at all these places daring the 
greater part of the week of prayer,  

and, in order that this might be done, 
Brother Adkins and I arranged to 
alternate our visits among the 
churches at Hagerstown, Smithsburg, 
and Pondsville. 

At all these places that I visited 
there was manifested a desire to get a 
preparation to receive the latter rain. 
We believe that the week of prayer 
has been to many the means of re-
ceiving a new experience in this clos-
ing message. Let us not grow weary 
or become disheartened. Let us hold 
fast that no man take our crown. 
The conflict from now till the close of 
earth's history will be sharp, but it 
will be short. Our Captain is leading; 
but let us be faithful and keep step 
with God's advancing host. 

GE.o. R. APSLEY. 

Words of Cheer from the 
Field 

The great Leader of Israel is still 
guiding his people, as in days of old. 
I had an experience a short time 
since that gave me great courage. 

While visiting a good home I was 
advised not to go to the next house, 
where a very wealthy lady lived, be-
cause she would treat me in no 
friendly manner; and again because I 
would be only wasting time in going. 
Surely it did look as if my visit to 
that home would be all in vain, and I 
myself almost decided not to go, as 
the house was down a very long lane 
and it was almost night. I had a 
place engaged to stay over night. So 
I was about to pass by the gate. I 
do not usually do this, but Satan did 
not want me to go to that house. 
However, the Lord did. I shall 
never forget the experience. It 
seemed that some unseen power 
turned me around, face toward the 
house, and started me in that direc-
tion. The result was that within 
three or four minutes after reaching 
that home I had an order for "Great 
Controversy between Christ and 
Satan." I tell you I felt very glad 
and happy that the Lord lead me to 
that home, though Satan did not want 
me to go. About four years ago I 
had a similar experience. Brethren, 
I know from actual experience that 
God is leading out in this great and 
important work. The question that 
confronts us today is, are we letting 
God lead us? What are we doing as 
the days go by? 

While stopping over night with a 
family in the same territory I was 
asked what I thought about the Sev-
enth-day Adventists, and ,about the 
seventh day Sabbath, I gave them my 
views about the Sabbath, then asked  

what they thought about it. They 
all seemed to believe the Sabbath 
truth. The oldest son, a young man 
of about twenty-four years, said, "I 
have been thinking along this line for 
quite a while." His mother gave me 
an order for "Coming King." We 
are now living in the sowing time, 
O what will the harvest be? 

The same week I was describingmy 
book, "Coming King," to a woman, 
when she exclaimed, "That is a good 
book." I had a friend over in Howard 
County who was led to Christ just 
before death through reading the 
"Coming King," I very readily re-
ceived an order. 

These are only a few of the many 
good experiences that we are having 
in the canvassing field. Many more 
await us if we will only go forward in 
his name, bearing the message of 
truth to the world; surely there is 
much to be done yet. Brethren and 
Sisters, pray for the canvasser. 

JOSEPH E. JONES. 

Elder Baer was at Mount Vernon 
the week ending December 23, attend-
ing a session of the College Board. 

Elder Prener, our German worker, 
is preparing to carry on aggressive 
work among the Germans of Balti-
more. We feel sure that Brother 
Prener will find some honest souls as 
he takes up this work. 

Elder It. H. Martin of Wilmington 
called at the office on his way to 
Rock Hall where he expected to hold 
meetings during the week of prayer. 
He reported excellent meetings at 
Wilmington and other places visited. 

Brother F. E. Hankins has been out 
with the churches in the interest of 
church missionary work. We hope 
that all of our churches will send in 
their reports to the office, as these 
are of great importance and will add 
interest and encouragement to the 
work. 

Word has been received from Cum-
berland that the brethren are mak-
ing preparations for the general meet-
ing to be held at that place the last of 
the month. 

Let all remember the "Ministry of 
-Healing" campaign. Do not stop 
with a week;-keep up this, work until 
your quota of books is sold.. 
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Encouraging reports are coming in 
concerning the successful meetings 
held during the week of prayer. We 
hope the churches were strengthened 
spiritually. 

The, general meeting and church 
officer's convention, which opened at 
Smithsburg Friday evening, Dec. 22, 
was an important occasion. We shall 
look for a good report of this meet-
ing. The president of the conference, 
the secretary-treasurer; and other 
workers are expected to be in at-
tendance. 

Elder R. T. Baer visited the 
churches at Cambridge, Church Hill, 
and Millington during the week of 
prayer. Good meetings were held, 
and the people signified their desire 
to press on until the message tri-
umphs. 

Newark. 

We are glad to report that the work 
in Newark is still onward. All are of 
good courage and rejoicing in the 
hope of a soon-coming Saviour. 

We feel that we have great reason 
to thank God as we look back over the 
three years that have passed, and 
take a kind of a spiritual inventory of 
the many marked manifestations of 
God's favor, and of his guiding hand 
that has been with us. 

The past year has been one filled 
with hard labor for our company at 
Newark. About one year ago our 
minds were deeply exercised over the 
council of God through his chosen 
servant, that in every city where the 
truth of God is being proclaimed, a 
memorial should be built, that 
-would stand as a monument, and a 
constant reminder to all passers-by, 
of the message of warning to this sin-
cursed earth. Accordingly in the 
early part of the past summer we be-
gan work on our new church. We 
purchased a lot and began work in 
harmony with the council given. 
And we all feel to praise the Lord for 
the wonderful way that he has blessed 
us in every right effort that has been 
put forth. 

Our church building is forty by sixty 
feet, and twenty feet high to the 
roof. We have the body of the 
church now completed, and are ar-
ranging to work both night and day 
for the next four or five weeks, until 
we have it enclosed, ready for the 
winter. So far, we have only ex-
pended $24.00 for hired help, and we 

have always had money in the treas-
ury to pay every bill when it has 
been presented to us. The largest 
amount of work done upon the church 
has been done at night, after the 
day's work of our brethren was 
ended. A good many nights during 
the summer and fall it has been as 
late as midnight when we came home 
from work. Yet all are of good 
courage and are still bent on pressing 
the battle hard, until our monument 
shall be completed. 

We wish to say by way of encour-
agement to many of our churches 
throughout the Union, that if all will 
exercise the same zeal and determi-
nation that the Newark church has 
manifested in the erection of its build-
ing, many more companies would 
have places of their own, where they 
could worship God in buildings 
wholly dedicated to his service. 

We earnestly ask the prayers of all, 
that the good work in Newark may 
go on unabated, until the last honest 
soul in this great city shall be 
reached. 

Yours in the Master's service, 
W. H. SMITH. 

OHIO 

Plans to be Operated 
in 1912 

By unanimous vote at our last con-
ference we are pledged to endeavor 
to raise for missions in all of our 
churches during 1912 an amount equal 
to fifteen cents a week per member. 
The various funds to be included 
in this fifteen-cent-a-week plan 
are, Sabbath-school, weekly or 
first day, annual, mid-summer, 
harvest ingathering offerings, and 
the offerings for the colored 
and blind work, and all money 
paid on pledges or otherwise on the 
$300,000 Fund after July 1, 1912. A 
church with a membership of one 
hundred will raise $15.00 a week, or 
$780.00 for the year. It must ever be 
in mind that many whose names are 
on the church book are either unable 
or disinclined to give anything. 
Those who are able and willing to 
give will have, this to make up. To 
reach this high mark will call for lib-
erality and a united and constant ef-
fort. Let us begin it with the begin-
ning of the new year. Some churches 
will reach and far exceed the mark, 
and possibly some will come short of 
it. Many of our best churches will 
need to go much higher if, as a con-
ference, we swing clear next Decem-
ber. 

We will help you all that we can 
from the office and otherwise. The 
conference treasurer will keep you 
supplied with any information you 
may desire, and will aid you as he 
may. The officers of the Sabbath-
school and Missionary departments 
will co-operate with the church offi-
cers and conference laborers in this 
effort. The conference workers and 
church officers are much to be de-
pended upon in this undertaking. 
An extraordinary effort is required. 
Let us make January 1, 1913 a new 
year's day doubly happy to the Ohio 
churches by our having acco m-
plished the great task for missions 
that we are now beginning. 

E. K. SLADE 

Toledo 

A short series of meetings was con-
ducted in Bowling Green by Dr. Jump 
of Toledo, and the writer. Some of 
the young people were converted and 
others were interested in present 
truth. 

The church school at Toledo is do-
ing good work. The financial burden, 
which threatened its success, was re-
moved, and funds were provided for 
the school year. A young lady whose 
heart was touched, and who could 
pay no cash, passed in her locket to 
be sold that the money might be 
given to the church school work. 

The week of prayer was a precious 
season to this church. The Holy 
Spirit was present, melting hearts and 
causing some, to confess their unbe-
lief and sin. Sabbath, December 16, 
witnessed the consecration of nearly 
all present. We have reason to be-
lieve these meetings have brought 
strength and encouragement to this, 
the oldest church in the Ohio Confer-
ence; which has members who were 
pioneers in the message, and who 
saw the stars fall. May they live to 
see their Saviour come in all his 
glory! 	 J. J. MARIETTA. 

Zanesville 

Since our last report two new Sab-
bath-keepers were added to this 
church and there are prospects for 
more. We raised $100,00 during the 
Week of Prayer for missions. We 
have found that the Third Angel's 
Message is awakening the honest in 
heart here as well as in heathen 
China. We are of good courage in 
the Lord. 	F. H. HENDERSON. 

Miss Ella Talmage spent her Christ-
mas-vacation with 'relatives in-Water-
ford. 
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On a recent Sabbath the Derwent 
church added to it's membership a 
lady 'who had recieved the truth 
through reading a copy of "Bible 
Footlights" purchased from Brother 
Harley Forsythe, one of our faithful 
canvassers. Brother Forsythe held 
several Bible readings with her in the 
evening after his day's work was done, 
walking two and a half miles each 
way in order to do so. Brother For-
sythe is now in Elm Grove, W. Va. 

We are about to lose one of our 
magazine workers, Sister Rachel Rigby 
of East Liverpool, whose husband has 
just gone to San Antonio, Texas, to 
settle on a farm. Sister Rigby will 
follow in the spring. 

A lady has just stepped out to obey 
the truth as a result of Bible work done 
by Sister Ella M. Talmage in following 
up the tent effort at Wooster. This 
makes four who are keeping the Sab-
bath at that place. Others are trying 
to ar^ange their business so that they 
can do so. Those of our people who 
attended the camp-meeting, and who 
can furnish the names of interested 
persons in and about Wooster should 
write to Sister Talmage at 49 South 
Buckeye Street, Wooster,O. 

Elder Bidwell has been making an 
extensive tour of his district, investi-
gating the opportunities for holding 
public efforts during the winter, and 
visiting all the churches. 

Sabbath, December 2, Elder J. W. 
Shultz conducted the quarterly service 
in the Delta church. At the close of 
the service the congregation repaired 
to the water's edge where a young 
sister was buried in baptism. 

Brother Minesinger of Empire, 0., 
devoted the week of prayer to mis-
sionary work. He recieved in dona-
tions about six dollars for missions, 
and sold nineteen copies of "Ministry 
of Healing." 

Miss Lelia Clough, a graduate of the 
Mount Vernon Normal Course, who 
is teaching this year at Pleasant Hill, 
spent the holidays with her parents 
at Delta. Her brother Carl from the 
College also spent the vacation at 
home. 

Professor C. F. Thrasher, who in 
visiting Dr. Hillburn at Akron, very 
1rdndly gave his services as chorister 
.at the recent Sabbath-school conven-
tion held at that place. 

For the quarter ending September 
30, the Sabbath-schools of Ohio gave 
$1106 to missions. 

Calls for public efforts are coming 
in from all parts of the state. The de-
mand is far beyond our ability to 
supply workers to answer the calls. 

A man representing himself as a 
converted Jew has been securing sub-
scriptions to our missionary period-
icals from some of our people in this 
state and failing to remit to the office 
the money thus collected. Our people 
are warned not to be decieved by this 
person. 

WANTED.-A woman experienced 
in culinary and general house work 
for a family of four, two adults and 
two children aged fourteen and six-
teen. Must be a Sabbath-keeper. 
Permanent home given to the right 
person; church privileges. Best of 
reference required. State age, and 
wage expected. Address Dr. Ernest 
M. Woolgar, Clyde, 0. 

WEST PENNSYLVANIA 

Courage, Brother! 
The week of prayer being over, let 

not your prayers cease ascending to 
God for the continuance of his bless-
ings. My brethren; instead, let us 
press our petitions more fervently be-
fore the throne of grace, that we may 
unite in pleading for more power and 
a greater manifestation of his Holy 
Spirit. Let us make our requests 
known to our heavenly Father, by 
crying for the "latter rain in the time 
of the latter rain." 

Let us not become weary in well 
doing, but let us labor faithfully with 
the Harvest Ingathering Signs till not 
a single copy remains where we are. 
Let us continue while peace is in the 
land, and doors are still open. 

I am of good courage and Jesus has 
blessed me in all the places I have 
visited during the past six weeks. 
The week of prayer has been a con-
tinual feast. I praise the Lord for the 
good spirit in all the churches visited. 
All seemed to realize that now is the 
time to work for our neighbors, and 
they willingly purchased tracts for 
distribution. 	G. MEDALRY. 

Our church treasurers should for-
ward all tithe on hand, as well as all 
offerings that have come in for the 
various mission funds to the confer- 

ence treasurer, Brother J. S. Barrows, 
7049 Hamilton Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., 
promptly at the close of the year. 
We also hope to receive prompt re-
ports from the church clerks and 
librarians, as we wish to close up the 
records of the year in good time. 

Do not forget that the headquarters 
of the West Pennsylvania Conference 
and Tract Society are now located at 
7049 Hamilton Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
We hope that this move will enable 
us to keep in closer touch with the 
work in the conference; and we invite 
our people passing through the city 
to call upon us. 

A general meeting was held at the 
Erie church December 8 to 10. It was 
attended by a number of brethren and 
sisters from the neighboring churches. 
Elder B. F. Kneeland and Brother 
George West were also in attendance. 
A very profitable series of meetings 
was held with the church, and the 
spirit of God came very near. Follow-
ing this Elder Kneeland spent two 
days at Corry, where good meetings 
were held in spite of unfavorable 
weather. 

Elder C. Meleen who has been spend-
ing some time in the canvassing field, 
reports the sale of $98.00 worth of 
books, including Bibles, "Ministry of 
Healing," 'Story of Daniel," Swedish, 
"Life of Christ," and others. Elder 
Meleen adds to his report the follow-
ing encouraging words: "The Lord is 
blessing me in the work among the 
Swedes; and as I look back over the 
past year, it seems to me one of the 
best years of my life." 

The attendance of the Alleghany 
church seems to have increased con-
siderably during the past few weeks. 
Elder J. P. Gaede has been meeting 
with the church on Sabbath, and his 
labors are appreciated by the mem-
bers. 

Elder N. S. Ashton of Pittsburgh, 
the Union Conference educational 
secretary, and Elder B. F. Kneeland 
spent a number of days in Mount 
Vernon, in attendance at a meeting of 
the College Board. 

Several of the Mount Vernon Col-
lege students from West Pennsylvania 
returned home for their Christmas 
vacation. They will go back, we 
hope, rested and refreshed for the re-
mainder of the year's work. 
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WEST VIRGINIA 

Sabbath-school quarterlies should 
be obtained at once by any who do 
not already have them. Address the 
West Virginia Tract Society, Box 353 
Fairmont, W. Va. 

The introductory note in the quar 
terly reads:— 

"For six months the lessons for all 
divisions of the Sabbath-school will 
be topical studies, containing many of 
the doctrinal features of present 
truth. This is the first time we have 
ever had uniform studies in all divi-
sions on these topics, and these les-
sons should be a great blessing to 
our people everywhere. The dis-
tinctive features of the message 
should always be interesting to those 
who love it; and to those who have 
embraced it in more recent years 
they will be of special interest." 

A good opportunity is presented by 
the quarterly when it says: "It has 
been suggested that during the period 
covered by these lessons there be a 
general revival of missionary work 
in all our churches and Sabbath-
schools, and that these lessons be 
used as a basis for Bible studies with 
our neighbors and friends. We be-
lieve the suggestion is a good one, 
and hope that it will be put into prac-
tical operation." 

We are strongly in hope that the 
Sabbath-school department of the 
West Virginia Conference for the 
year 1912 may mark a new era in the 
Sabbath-school work; that our mem-
bership may increase and that the 
donations to foreign missions may 
reach a point never yet attained in 
this conference. 

Elder Robbins called at the office 
on his way to Morgantown from 
Canfield and Glady, where he had 
been holding meetings in school-
houses. The meetings at Canfield 
averaged in attendance about eighty 
each night. Elder Robbins spoke 
very highly of the Methodist minis-
ter, Rev. L. D. Pott, whom he met at 
Canfield; says he manifested a most 
excellent spirit; assisted in opening 
the meetings, and urged his people 
to attend. He also invited Elder 
Robbins to come again and hold 
other meetings. 

At Glady Elder Robbins met oppo-
sition from the Presbyterian minis-
ter, who attended the meeting each 
evening and asked many questions 
at the close of the service. But they 
were all met with the truth from the  

word of God. The third angel's mes-
sage shines the brighter when it 
comes in contact with false theo-
ries which are now being taught. 

Elder Robbins is very desirous of 
returning to Canfield and Glady and 
holding more meetings. He feels 
convinced there are many honest 
people at these places who want to 
hear more of the truths we hold. 

Have you received a copy of the 
"Morning Watch Calendar" for 1912? 
Only a few more left, order now if 
you have not already done so. 

The Youth's Irstructor is still being 
sold; one canvasser states he re-
cently sold sixty-five in a very short 
time. 

Several of our student canvassers 
who late in the season took orders 
for a Christmas delivery have been 
in their field delivering. They re-
port it not a very easy matter to 
persuade the people to receive the 
books so long since sold. Though 
they are finding the roads difficult to 
travel and the weather cold and disa-
greeable, still they are meeting with 
ordinary success, and will have 
something to show for their severe 
hardship. 

VIRGINIA 
---------------- 

Richmond 

There is great rejoicing in the Rich-
mond church because of the high 
prospects before them. Long have 
they hoped and prayed that more 
might be done to bring the truth be-
fore the people of dear old Richmond, 
the capital of the state. 

At our recent conference Brother 
W. J. Stone of Indianapolis, Indiana 
was elected president of the Virginia 
Conference, and in October he with 
his family located in Richmond. He 
has spent much time in thought and 
prayer concerning the work in Vir-
ginia, and his attention has been espe-
cially brought to the needs of the city 
of Richmond. So later on through 
his influence Elder J. H. N. Tindall 
and Brother Chas. E. Garnsey came 
here also. These brethren came 
highly recommended,having had good 
success in Indiana, where they con-
ducted a series of meetings in the 
manner given us of God, that of com-
bining the medical work with the 
evangelical. The Indiana Conference 
was very reluctant to release these 
two brethren, but they were per 

to do so, and also willingly 
agreed to pay the salary of one of 
them for one year. 

On December 7, Brother R. C. 
Gardner and his wife arrived to assist 
in Brother Garnsey's line of work. 
Brother Gardner will also take some 
advanced work and instructions from 
Brother Garnsey, thus making him-
self a more efficient laborer. 

Elder W. D. 1VIcLay, who has been 
with us since June, is now conducting 
a series of meetings in the east end of 
the city, where he has a good inter-
est. Five persons have already ac-
cepted the truth, and others are 
greatly interested. 

Besides these laborers we have our 
Bible workers. Sister Anna C. Rice, 
who has been with us about four 
years, is an energetic worker and has 
been a great help to the Richmond 
church while it was without a pastor. 

Miss Gertrude Johnston, late of the 
Foreign Mission Seminary, came to 
labor in this conference at the open-
ing of the tent season and Miss 
Florence N. Swan, a last year's grad-
uate of Shenandoah Valley Training 
Academy. 

With this corps of laborers work-
ing together in harmony with the 
light given us and with the united, 
earnest prayers of the church, we 
look for an abundant harvest of 
souls. 

The Richmond church feels that 
this bright prospect is in answer to 
the many earnest prayers to our 
heavenly Father, and those who have 
carried the burden on their hearts 
from the beginning, feel like rejoic-
ing now. 

The church building is undergoing 
some needed repairs. A partition is 
being removed, thus enlarging one of 
the rooms which will be used for a 
church school. The entire building 
will be given a fresh coat of paint. 
It is hoped that within a few days 
the church school will be started. 
This will be taught by Miss Florence 
N. Swan. 

The meetings in the church will be-
gin soon after the first of the year. 
Let us have the prayers of our 
brethren and sisters throughout the 
conference that many will be led to 
know more of the love of God, and 
thus willingly walk in His ways. 

MRS. A. M. NEFF. 

Guinea Mills 

Last June. Brother Lillie . and the 
writer- began- meetings at Guinea 
Mills, Va. The first: night there were 
present twelve persons, the- second, 
forty; and the -attendance increased 
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the tent. Some came distances of 
ten or fifteen miles. 
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members. Still others are interested, 
and we believe that when a short se-
ries of meetings is held on the com-
pletion of the church a few more will 
decide to obey the truth. 

L. 0. GORDON. 

Does it Pay 
"A few days ago I picked up the 

paper 'Signs of the Times' dated Octo-
ber 31, 1911, on the floor of a railroad 
waiting-room near Boston, Massachu-
setts, and I think I can truthfully say 
that I never read so much real 
Christian logic in any other paper 
outside of the Bible. Please send me 
the paper for one year, and as soon 
as I am sure of your address, I will 
send you a post-office order for the 
subscription." 

The papers were sent, and in a few 
days more, the following, with a re-
mittance of $2.25 for both the weekly 
and the monthly "Signs," was re-
ceived: 

"There is a saying that 'you are a 
man after my own heart;-' but lam 
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"Now by your readings in the 'Signs 
of the Times,' I note that you take the 
Old and the New Testament as your 
teacher. Now please advise me what 
denomination you are. You surely 
can't be a Baptist, Methodist, Con-
gregationalist, Episcopalian, Christ-
ian Scientist, or any of the other 
'isms' that are trying to expound the 
Scriptures, and knowingly select some 
few parts of the Mosaic laws that suit 
their purpose, and ignore the bal-
ance, especially the teachings of 
Christ. Whatever you are, you must 
be right. 

To Sabbath-school Teachers 
The memory verse cards suggested 

in the Sabbath School Worker for the 
lessons to be studied during the year 
1912 will be one of the most interest-
ing features of the lesson study. 
Every teacher of children should 
have them. The designs are original, 
and the cards may be colored by the 
children or used without coloring, as 
the teacher may choose. 

All who desire to get these cards on 
cardboard may obtain them from 
Mrs. Edith Cummings, College View, 
Nebraska. The price is seven cents 
per set. Order one set for each 
child. Very many teachers have 
used these cards in the past, and 
they report them as being a very 
successful help. The lessons this 
year are very interesting, and the 
cards will be a great help in illustrat-
ing the memory verses. Remember, 
children learn more by seeing than by 
hearing. Give these cards a trial. 

The new book, "The Acts of the 
Apostles," by Mrs. E. G. White, fur-
nishes the church today another link  

in the great chain of light designed 
to strengthen it for the work for this 
time. The publishers' preface thus 
describes its mission: 

"To her wonderfully instructive 
volumes in this series, 'Patriarchs 
and Prophets', 'The Desire of Ages', 
and 'The Great Controversy', the au-
thor has added 'The Acts of the 
Apostles', a record of God's witnesses 
subsequent to the life of our Lord. 

By this Spirit-aided book, a flood of 
light is thrown upon the apostolic 
church and its momentuous meaning 
to us of this time." 

The book contains 630 pages; it is 
divided into fifty-eight chapters, and 
has Scriptural and general indexes. 
Its price is within the reach of all, a 
beautiful thin paper edition, bound 
in red flexible leather, costing but 
$2.00; in durable cloth binding, $1.50 
postpaid. 

The publishers inform us that more 
than three thousand copies have 
gone out during the past four weeks. 
You will surely want this new book 
to include in your new year's study. 
Order of your tract society. 

OBITUARIES 

SPENCER.—Jane Spencer was born near 
Delta, Fulton County, 0., Oct. 4, 1842; and 
died at her home in Delta, Nov. 28, 1911. 
The most of her life was spent on the old 
homestead near Delta. About four years ago 
she attended a series of meetings conducted by 
Elder Bidwell and the writer. At that time 
she avowed her faith in the third angel's 
message, and was afterward bapitzed and 
taken into the membership of 'the Seventh-day 
Adventist church. Her delight was in meet-
ing with those of like precious faith and in 
speaking to others, in her modest way, in 
commendation of the message which she had 
learned to love. After all was done that lov-
ing hands could do, to minister to her needs 
and relieve her suffering, she died in bright 
hope of life beyond the tomb. The funeral 
service was conducted by the writer. 

J. W. SHULTZ. 

SMITH.—Mrs. Mary Whitman Smith 
was born March 3, 1872, and died Sabbath 
Oct. 28, 1911. She was united in marriage 
with Samuel IC. Smith to which union were 
born three daughters and one son, all living. 
Sister Smith was taken seriously ill on Friday, 
October 20, and on the following day was 
operated upon for appendicitis. She became 
very ill, but seemed to rally fora few days 
until a sudden change brought the end, one 
week after the operation. Sister Smith was a 
member of the Reading church. While we 
keenly feel the loss of this.siater, yet we. are 
confident that in the day„when he shall come 
to bring life to the dead, this sister will know  

his call and will come forth clothed in eternal 
youth's beauty. Words of comfort were 
spoken by the writer, assisted by Brother J. 
Rhoads, the elder of the Reading church. 

C. S. WIEST. 

MOHLER.—Mildred Mohler, two year 
old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Mohler 
of Akron, 0., was born Dec. 16, 1909, and 
fell asleep November 8, 1911. Her gentle, 
loving nature endeared her to all, and her 
presence is greatly missed,but we mourn 
not as those who have no hope. May the 
heavenly Father help those dear parents to 
prove faithful and meet their loved one where 
there is neither pain nor death. Words of 
comfort from Jer. 31:15,16 were spoken by 
the writer. FRANCIS M. FAIRCHILD. 

WHITE.—William M. White was born 
Dec. 6, 1835, near Grove City, and died at 
the home of his daughter north of Columbus 
Dec. 15, 1911, aged. 76 years and 9 days. 
Brother White was married November, 1865, 
to Elizabeth Seeds; two sons and two daugh-
ters were born to this union. Many years 
ago the deceased became a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and a year ago 
last October he was baptized with his daughter 
and granddaughter by the writer, and re-
ceived into the Columbus Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church. He always enjoyed being 
with Christian people and mingling with those 
of like faith. He was kind, courteous, and 
good; we all feel that we have lost a father in 
Israel. His death came rather unexpected, 
but he fell asleep with a prayer on his lips; and 
we trust that he will come forth glorified in 
the resurrection of the righteous. The funeral 
was at his late home, and burial took place 
near Grove City. Text Heb. 2:6. 

My brother, now your hand is cold, 
Your voice is silent too; 

The smile that oft bath welcomed us 
Was filled with friendship true; 

But now your ey es in slumber sweet 
Are closed to sorrow here, 

Our grief and pain doth not annoy 
The one who slumbers near. 

He lived a noble Christian life 
And sought to e'er be right, 

He loved the Lord and walked with him 
From darkness into light; 

So we would thank the Lord to know 
That we may faithful be 

In all the trials, then at last 
His matchless glory see. 

Then let us look to God above, 
As did our Brother White, 

And trust the Lard in time of need 
To keep us ever right. 

So courage take, and wend your way 
E'en through the vale of tears 

For Christ the Lord will lead his own 
Till joys shall conquer, fears!' 

JOHN FRANCIS CiLMSTED. 
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