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REPORT OF WEST PENNSYLVANIA 

CONFERENCE 

Elder B. F. Kneeland, president of 
the West Pennsyvania Conference, 
made the following report:— 

Beloved fellow-workers: The breth-
ren and sisters of the West Pennsyl-
vania Conference wish to tender a 
most hearty welcome to the dele-
gates of the various conferences that 
form the Columbia Union. We are 
glad that you have this opportunity 
to get a clearer insight into the con-
ditions that we have to meet in this 
field, and to form an acquaintance 
with our workers and people. We 
sincerely trust that our joy that you 
are here may only be equaled by 
your pleasure in being here. Our de-
sire is that this meeting may greatly 
encourage and help us all, and thus 
hasten the finishing of the work. 

The West Pennsylvania Conference 
has had a varied career. Many 
changes have been made since its or-
ganization in 1903, taking from this 
field many of its strongest workers. 
Few conferences can show so long a 
list of strong evangelists and admin-
istrators who have been removed 
from the field to fill positions of re-
sponsibility elsewhere. This, taken 
in connection with the failure to re-
place or develop workers to take the 
vacant places, partially explains the 
downward trend of the work here. 

The present report will necessarily 
be brief and rather unsatisfactory, 
since the present president has been 
connected with the conference but a 
few months, and the method of book-
keeping used during the first part 
of the biennial term and before that 
time was one that makes the gather-
ing of statistics a very difficult task, 
which is made harder by the absence 
of official conference statistical rec-
ords. During the last year the con-
ference headquarters has been re-
moved from its former country loca- 

tion near the New York state line to 
a very conveniently located office in 
Pittsburgh, which will bring it much 
more closely in touch with thegr eat 
part of the people of the conference. 

The West Pennsylvania Conference 
has 23,104 square miles of territory, 
and contains a population, according 
to the 1910 census, ^f 3,152,044. -The 
ten year period showed a gain in pop-
ulation of 630,989, which alone is con-
siderably in excess of the entire pop-
ulation of the District of Columbia 
Conference. In fact there are in the 
United States fifteen conferences 
whose population is less than the in-
crease in ten years of West Pennsyl-
vania. This increase is almost ex-
actly equal to the combined popula-
tion of the four states of Delaware, 
Arizona, Nevada, and Wyoming. 

However, the growth of our mem-
bership has not kept pace with this 
increase of population, and the pres-
ent ratio of one Seventh-day Advent-
ist to 4,230 persons is very low, be-
ing but one third of the average for 
the whole United States, and only 
seventy per cent of the average ra-
tio for the Columbia Union. These 
facts show very conclusively that 
there are large unworked areas in 
this conference, and they should stir 
us to increased activity. 

EVANGELISTIC WORK 

We greatly regret that we are com-
pelled to report a decrease, both in 
number of churches and membership 
during the biennial period. There 
have been several causes that have 
contributed toward this condition, 
such as the removal of a large num-
ber of members to other states, and 
the almost constant drafting of the 
best workers for other fields, while 
very little was being done to replace 
them. The number of churches De-
cember 31, 1909, was reported as 
thirty-three, with three companies, 
the total membership being 821. De-
cember 31,1911, the records show 
twenty-eight churches and six com-
panies, with a total membership of 
735, a loss of five churches and 86 
members, and a gain of three compa-
nies, during the biennial period. A 
large part of this apparent decrease  

has come from the elimination from 
the church records of the names of 
those who had left the message in 
previous years, a work that has not 
yet been fully accomplished. How-
ever, we thank God for the seventy 
souls that were baptized into the 
faith during the past year, and we 
hope, through the grace of God, to 
show a growth in our next report. 
There were, January 1, 1912, 328,000 
persons in West Pennsylvania for 
each minister and Bible-worker em-
ployed by the conference. We can 
only pray that the Lord will raise up 
more laborers for this neglected and 
needy field. We have a large pro-
portion of foreign population, for 
which almost nothing has been done. 
Our German work has passed through 
very unfortunate experiences, but we 
are glad that the prospect at the 
present time is much brighter than it 
was a few months ago. A small be-
ginning has been made among the 
Swedes, but the throngs of Italians, 
Bohemians, Hungarians, Slavonians, 
Poles, Russians, Finns, and other 
nationalities that swarm around our 
mines and mills call loudly to us for 
the light of the last gospel message. 

There was an increase of $147.33 in 
tithe receipts during the biennial per-
iod; but an increased faithfulness on 
the part of the members was shown 
in the gain of $1.01 in the annual per 
capita tithe, which now is $13.65. 
There was a falling off of $687.27 in 
the amount raised on the ten-cent-a-
week plan, during the two years just 
closed, as compared with the pre-
vious period. There is a good in-
crease in the amount of Sabbath-
school offerings to missions; though 
the records show a decided loss in 
the number of members. 

A good showing has been made by 
our faithful canvassers, and the total 
sales of our literature reported for 
the biennial period 1909-10 were 
$17,412.12, while during the two 
years just closed the sales amounted 
to $23,878.04, a gain of $6,465.92. 

OUR CITY PROBLEMS 

A very large proportion of the 
population of West Pennsylvania is 
found in the cities that crowd its 
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valleys and line its river banks. 
There are within the territory of the 
conference twenty-seven cities each 
having a population of over 10,000, 
sixty-nine having more than 5,000, 
while the census reports that we 
have one hundred ten municipalities 
containing over 3,000 souls. But the 
city of Pittsburgh presents our most 
difficult problem. Within the city 
corporation are 533,905 people, ac-
cording to the census returns, but 
this is only one-half the real size of 
the city. The United States census 
gatherers, recognizing that often a 
large portion of the population of a 
community is divided into several 
municipalities, have created what is 
known as a "Metropolitan District," 
including in its limits the area within 
ten miles of the great metropolitan 
cities. This enumeration gives a 
Greater Pittsburgh with a population 
of 1,042,855, which ranks next to Bos-
ton as the fifth in size in North 
America. This great community 
outranks in population twenty-four 
of the organized conferences in the 
United States, having nearly double 
the number of people within its bor-
ders that are found in the District of 
Columbia Conference. In fact, if we 
were to take the entire population of 
the District of Columbia, and add to 
it the people living in the state of 
Delaware, with the city of Baltimore 
thrown in for good measure, we 
would have a number of people less 
than 50,000 more than are to be found 
in Greater Pittsburgh. Yet it is a 
fact that up to the very beginning of 
the present year, and for some time 
previous, the entire force of confer-
ence workers devoting their efforts 
to warning this great community 
consisted of one English and one 
German minister, who had been la-
boring without even the help of a 
Bible worker. Then our English 
minister, Elder Ashton, was taken 
from us for Union Conference work, 
and we have been unable to fill his 
place. A veritable Macedonian cry 
for help goes up from this great 
city. Filled as the city is with almost 
every known variety of foreigners, 
and with a very large colored popu-
lation, Greater Pittsburgh presents a 
problem which we feel should have 
very serious consideration by the 
Union and General Conference lead-
ers. The end of the present period 
of industrial peace looms up too 
much in the immediate future for 
further delay to be considered. We 
must get at this problem at once. 
The field is fruitful, the harvest is 
ready to be gathered, but where are 
the workers and the funds for has- 

tening on the work? We most ear-
nestly pray that this present series 
of meetings may be the beginning of 
a work that will move on with in-
creasing power till all the people of 
every race found in this great city 
hear the third angel's message. It is 
one of the greatest industrial centers 
of the world, the headquarters of 
National Reform, and the breeding 
ground of Millenial Dawnism. It is 
one of the most important strategical 
points in our Union Conference. 
Why should it not become an impor-
tant center for our work in the 
Columbia Union? May the wisdom 
of heaven direct the plans that con-
cern the work of the third angel's 
message in this field. 

APPROPRIATIONS 

The following appropriations for 
1912 were made by the Executive 
Committee of the Columbia Union 
Conference:— 
West Virginia 	 $1,000.00 
Virginia 	 800.00 
Chesapeake 	 600.00 
New Jersey 	 250.00 
West Virginia (Special 

Appropriation) 	 200.00 
Chesapeake (Special 

Appropriation) 	 250.00 

Total 	 $3,100.00 

CAMP-MEETING DATES FOR 1912 

East Pennsylvania 	June 19-30 
New Jersey 	 June 27-July 7 
Ohio 	 August 15-25 
West Pennsylvania 

August 22-September 1 
Virginia 	August 29-September 8 
West Virginia 	 July 18-28, 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

Voted that there be held at Mount 
Vernon a summer school during the 
coming vacation period. 

APPROPRIATION TO SUMMER SCHOOL 

Voted that an appropriation of 
$200.00 be made, to apply on the ex-
pense of the summer school; and that 
the detail of billing the several con-
ferences with the expense be left 
with a committee composed of the 
following: B. G. Wilkinson, W. H. 
Heckman, E. K. Slade, and S. M. 
Butler. 

TANK FUND 

Voted that we continue to raise the 
$1200.00 Tank Fund; and that this be 
completed by the end of the year 
1912. 

RESOLUTIONS 

The following final report of the 
Committee on Plans and Recommen- 
dations was adopted:- 

8. Resolved, That the conferences of 
this Union share equally with the 
Review & Herald Publishing Associa-
tion in paying the traveling ex-
penses to the next session of the 
General Conference, and the enter-
tainment at the conference, of all 
colporters who deliver $1000 worth of 
our literature during the year be-
ginning May 1, 1912, and ending May 
1, 1913, and have paid in full for the 
same, providing such expense of 
railway fare and entertainment does 
not exceed the sum of $40. 

9. Inasmuch as it is the general 
plan of the Foreign Mission Board to 
raise fifteen cents per capita each 
week to carry the gospel to be-
nighted souls in distant lands, we 
earnestly recommend that an earnest 
effort be made to raise the full quota 
in all our conferences. 

10. Inasmuch as the next General 
Conference session is to be held 
within the United States, during the 
summer of 1913, the Columbia Union 
Conference wishes to urge the fol-
lowing reasons why this meeting 
should be held within its territory:— 

(a) The Columbia Union Confer-
ence has a larger population than any 
other Union Conference in America. 

(b) More large cities are located 
within its boundaries. 

(c) There are several excellent lo-
cations with beautiful grounds and 
up-to-date buildings, especially suited 
for this great gathering of people; 
large spacious buildings such as as-
sembly hall, dining room, and apart-
ment buildings for housing such a 
vast number. 

For this and other reasons we be-
lieve this session of the General Con-
ference ought to be held within this 
Union. Furthermore, this Union, be-
ing in open session and believing the 
above facts to be of the greatest im-
portance in locating this meeting, 
hereby earnestly extends a most 
hearty invitation to the General Con-
ference Committee to come within 
our borders and receive at our hands 
a practical expression of Christian 
love and fellowship. 

11. We, the Columbia Union Con-
ference, feeling deeply the value of 
the Ingathering Campaign as a source 
of revenue, aiding our Mission Board 
in carrying on its important work, do 
hereby endorse this plan, and recom-
mend that greater care be given to 
educate our people in the best meth-
ods of handling this means of income. 

12. We recommend, That when a 
conference wishes to secure laborers 
or canvassers from a sister confer-
ence, satisfactory arrangements first 
be made with the officers of the con- 
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ferences concerned. 
13. Resolved, That we express our 

thankfulness to the General Confer-
ence for the way in which it has 
helped to forward the work in the 
needy fields of this Union by the 
liberal appropriations made. 

14. Resolved, That in harmony with 
the action of the General Conference 
Committee, "That three commercial 
teachers be chosen from our schools, 
who shall have the privilege of 
attending the Auditors' Conven-
tion to be held in Takoma Park, 
May 21-28," we in conference as-
sembled respectfully request that the 
commercial instructor of Mount Ver-
non College, Professor C. C. Pulver, 
be chosen as one of this number. 

15. Resolved, That we hereby ex-
press our deep gratitude to the West 
Pennsylvania Conference for the 
liberal manner in which it has pro-
vided for the comfort and entertain-
ment of the delegates and friends to 
this session of the Columbia Union 
Conference. 

16. Resolved, That we adopt as our 
rallying cry, "Two hundred and fifty 
students for Mount Vernon College 
for the school year 1912-13." 

17. We recommend, That the reli-
gious liberty secretaries of the Union 
and local conferences take a special 
responsibility in supplying to the 
press news items concerning the 
work in their respective conferences; 
and that workers generally seek to 
utilize the press as a means of get-
ting our work and message before 
the masses. 

Whereas, There is need of a still 
greater interest in the work for our 
young people,- 

18. We recommend, That all of our 
churches throughout the Union ob-
serve Young People's Day, May 25. 

19. Realizing to some degree the 
high calling of the gospel ministry 
and the need of a better preparation, 
we request the General Conference 
Committee to take under considera-
tion the matter of preparing for pre-
sentation to the next General Con-
ference an outline expressing:— 

(a) The preparation that should be 
made by those who desire to enter 
the ministry. 

(b) The general standard of at-
tainment that should be made the ba-
sis of examination of applicants to 
the ministry. 

(c) The courses of reading and 
study that should be followed by li-
censed preachers. 

Whereas, The Testimonies have 
for years been urging the necessity of 
combining the medical feature of our 
work with the evangelistic; and— 

Whereas, We appreciate this sa-
cred counsel from the Lord; and— 

Whereas, A practical demonstra-
tion of this combined work has 
proved the wisdom of this plan as 
outlined in the Testimonies;- 

20. We, therefore, heartily endorse 
this combined work, and recommend 
that great efforts be put forth on the 
part of our local conferences to se-
cure qualified medical workers to be 
associated with our ministers in pub-
lic efforts. 

Whereas, the Ohio Conference 
has signified its willingness to pay 
the salary of one member of the fac-
ulty of Mount Vernon College; there-
fore,- 

21. We recommend, That the Colum-
bia Union Conference pay the salary 
of the Bible teacher during the next 
biennial period. 

In view of the rapid development 
of movements having for their ob-
ject the enactment of laws that will 
result in persecution; and the great 
need of properly trained religious 
liberty secretaries to lead out in the 
campaigns against these move-
ments;- 

22. We recommend, That an in-
stitute of religious liberty secreta-
ries of the Columbia Union Confer-
ence be held as early as possible, as 
may be arranged with the General 
Conference Department; and that we 
invite the Atlantic Union Conference 
to unite with us in this institute. 

CREDENTIALS 

Credentials were granted the fol-
lowing ministers of the Columbia Un-
ion Conference: Elders B. G. Wilk-
inson, S. M. Butler, N. S. Ashton, 
J. E. Shultz, 0. F. Butcher, and I. G. 
Bigelow. 

DISTRIBUTION OF LABOR 

The Committee on Distribution of 
Labor submitted the following recom-
mendations, which were adopted:— 

We recommend, (a) That Elder F. 
W. Paap, of Riverside, California, 
make the Chesapeake Conference his 
field of labor. 

(b) That Elder J. E. Smith, of 
Ohio, make Virginia his field of labor. 

(c) That G. Medairy, of the West 
Pennsylvania Conference, make New 
Jersey his field of labor. 

The following recommendation was 
presented from the floor and 
adopted:-- 

23. Resolved that a special rally in 
behalf of the "Ministry of Healing" 
campaign for the relief of our sani-
tariums be conducted during the 
months of October, November, and 
December, beginning immediately  

after the close of the Harvest Ingath-
ering campaign. 

The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and approved. Voted to 
adjourn sine die. 

E. R. BROWN, Secretary. 

An Easy Way to Sell "Minis-
try of Healing" 

For those who say they "can't can-
vass" a way is now provided whereby 
they can have a part in the sale of 
"Ministry of Healing." A leaflet has 
been prepared that does the canvass-
ing. It gives a brief description of 
the book, and sets forth the plan of 
its sale, telling of its dedication to 
the sanitarium work. 

This leaflet is to be placed in the 
book, and should project a little so 
as to attract attention. It is to be 
signed by the person presenting the 
book. Calling on the prospective 
customer, it is only necessary to 
leave the book, stating that you will 
call in a few days. Ample time 
should be allowed for examination of 
the book; probably it could be left 
over Sunday. 

Copies of the introductory leaflet 
may be had from your tract society 
or from the Medical Department of 
the General Conference, Takoma 
Park, D. C. The leaflet is free. Get 
a few, place one in each book, call on 
a few neighbors, and leave the 
books. Then, about a week later call 
again. You will find the way open 
for you to say anything that may be 
in place. Some may be ready to 
purchase the book without anything 
more being said. The plan is already 
being worked, and good success is 
reported. Try it. 

L. A. HANSEN. 
o.  

The third number of the Wash-
ington Foreign Mission Seminary 
Record, which has just been issued, 
gives considerable information con-
cerning the development of the work 
at the Seminary. Some of the fea-
tures of this school are quite unique, 
such as its emphasis on practical 
Christian work as a part of the train-
ing, the elementary dentistry class, 
the post-graduate nurses' course, 
comprising practical dispensary and 
city mission work, and the lecture 
courses. 

A copy of the third number of the 
Record may be had free by address-
ing the tpresident of the Seminary, 
Professor M. E. Kern, Takoma Park, 
D. C. 

"Holiness is not to be measured by 
perfect joy but by perfect resignation." 
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AT THE COLLEGE 

The Call to Be a Missionary 
For my part, have never ceased 

to rejoice that God has appointed me 
to such an office. People talk of the 
sacrifice I have made in spending so 
much of my life in Africa. Can that 
be called a sacrifice which is simply 
paid back as a small part of a great 
debt owing to our God which we can 
never repay? Is that a sacrifice 
which brings its own best reward in 
healthful activity, the consciousness 
of doing good, peace of mind, and a 
bright hope of glorious destiny here-
after? Away with the thought in 
such a view, and with such a thought! 
It is emphatically no sacrifice. Say, 
rather, it is a privilege. Anxiety, 
sickness, suffering, or danger now 
and then, with a foregoing of the 
common conveniences and charities 
of this life, make us pause, and cause 
the spirit to waver and the soul to 
sink; but let this be for only a mo-
ment. All these are nothing when 
compared with the glory which shall 
hereafter be revealed in and for us. 
I never made a sacrifice. 

—David Livingstone. 

The passing of the thirty-ninth an-
niversary of the death of David Liv-
ingstone was noticed by the history 
of missions class in a short program 
rendered during a recent chapel ses-
sion. Mr. Harvey Gauker and Miss 
Ariel Arnold briefly outlined his life 
and travels, which proved the sin-
cerity of his statement, "I am ready 
to go anywhere provided it be for-
ward." 

Last week our school enjoyed a 
visit from Elder and Mrs. B. F. Knee-
land of the West Pennsylvania Con-
ference. Elder Kneeland's chapel 
talks were appreciated by all. 

On the last Sabbath of the College 
institute for canvassers Mr. Raleigh 
French and Mr. J. H. McEachern 
spoke to the young people in their 
Sabbath afternoon service, on the im-
portance of the book and magazine 
work. Their earnest appeal for work-
ers was listened to with eager atten-
tion by the young people. 

Last Thursday was a holiday at the 
College. All seemed to thoroughly 
enjoy it, especially the members of 
the primary department who held 
their annual outing in Hiawatha Park 
on that day. 

Mrs. Luta Ross Holden, and child-
ren, of Townshend, Vermont, are 
spending a few days with friends in 
Mount Vernon. Mrs. Holden is a 
former student of Mount Vernon. 
She will visit during the summer at 
her old home in southern Ohio. 

Last Friday morning Elder Butler 
told the students of some of the im-
provements which it is hoped may be 
carried out at the College this sum-
mer, and which will add greatly to 
the facilities of some of the depart-
ments, as well as to the appearance 
of the building and premises. The 
chemical laboratory will be moved 
to the building now used for church 
school purposes, and the commercial 
department will be enlarged to take 
in the old laboratory and will be fitted 
up with bank and other business of-
fices. There will be a complete reno-
vation of the dining room and 
kitchen. A new cement walk will be 
laid around the building and down to 
the road. And finally, a new engine 
will be installed in the boiler room. 
These improvements have been defi-
nitely planned for, and there are 
others which the school management 
hopes to see carried on this summer. 

Commencement Week 
First musical recital, Sunday, May 

12. 
Second musical recital, Tuesday, 

May 14. 
School picnic, Wednesday, May 15. 
Class Day, Thursday, May 16. 
Baccalaureate sermon, Sabbath, 

May 18, Elder E. K. Slade. 
Reception, Saturday evening, 

May 18. 
Church school closing exercises, 

Sunday, May 19. 
Commencement, Monday, May 20; 

address by Elder A.G. Daniells. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Last week Elder F. H. Robbins vis-
ited Brother Shingleton, of Grafton, 
who had undergone a very serious 
operation. We are glad to report 
that he is making a rapid recovery. 

Brother Burgess Ross, who has 
been assisting in the conference of-
fice during Brother Hamer's illness, 
has returned to his home in Parkers-
burg. 

Brother I. D. Richardson of Elm 
Grove has gone to Little Grove to 
conduct a series of meetings there. 

The tithe and offerings of our con-
ference are increasing steadily each 
month; but more is needed as new 
workers are planned for during the 
tent season. Wethope that our breth-
ren will be faithful in returning to 
the Lord his own, and that all the 
church treasurers will be prompt in 
remitting to the conference treasurer 
at the end of each month. 

Elder J. F. Steele is continuing his 
meetings at Martinsburg, and reports 
a very good interest there. 

The camp-meeting, which is to be 
held in Fairmont, South Side Park, 
July 18-28, should be attended by all 
our people in the conference. All 
those who desire a tent should send 
in their orders to the conference 
office at once, as we wish to provide 
the very best for you. We are sure 
you will not regret the sacrifice you 
make to attend this meeting. 

CHESAPEAKE 

Workers' Convention 
The workers of the Chesapeake 

Conference are holding a convention 
at Cambridge, Md., May 3-12, Elder 
Roscoe T. Baer presiding. The fore-
noons are occupied by conference 
committee sessions, in planning with 
the workers for the summer cam-
paign. In the afternoon instructive 
papers on the vital points of our mes-
sage are read and discussed. This is 
interesting to all. In the evening is 
conducted a preaching service, to 
which the public is invited. The fun-
damental principles of our message 
are being presented by the ministers 
present. All of these meetings are 
well attended by the members of the 
local church, who are showing their 
appreciation of our visit among them 
in a very tangible way, by entertain-
ing all the workers. 

The city newspapers are giving us 
from one half to one and one half 
columns for our reports daily, which 
enables us to place a synopsis of the 
Bible studies and sermons before the 
public. 

The keynote of the opening meet-
ing was a higher standard of spiritu-
ality, which has been adhered to so far 
in the meetings; and we expect that 
by the time the convention closes, 
every worker will be better equipped 
for aggressive work through the 
summer, that souls may be won to 
the truth. God grant that it may be 
so. 	 R. H. MARTIN. 
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During the absence of Elder Sand-
born, the Trenton church has had the 
pleasure of listening to some excel-
lent sermons by Elder M. C. Whit-
marsh of Camden. Although on a num-
ber of occasions the weather was very 
disagreeable, the attendance has been 
quite fair, and there were generally 
some present who are not members 
of the church. 

Elder Sandborn, president of the 
conference, and his family, arrived in 
Trenton this week from their former 
home in Holly, Michigan. They have 
secured a pleasant residence on Cham-
bers Street in this city. 

Miss Anna Cately, who is engaged 
in Bible work in Trenton, has just re-
turned from a short vacation spent 
with relatives in Pennsylvania. 

The Trenton Sabbath-school has 
adopted a plan of having each mem-
ber of the school repeat a verse of 
scripture beginning with a certain 
letter of the alphabet. Next Sabbath 
each member will have a verse be-
ginning with the letter "D," It is in-
teresting to hear these verses re-
peated by all the members of the 
school, from the oldest in the senior 
department to the wee members of 
the kindergarten department. Try it 
in your school. 

Morrison once said, "What you do 
thunders so in my ears that I cannot 
hear what you say." How careful 
one should be when he knows that 
"actions speak louder than words" 
that his actions should speak as those 
"who shall give an account of the 
deeds done in the body," that in 
these actions his neighbors may see 
that he "has been with Jesus and 
learned of him." 

We are glad to note the good re-
ports that have come in from our 
workers recently. We note the fol-
lowing experience of Brother Arthur 
Samuel, who sells "Glorious Appear-
ing" exclusively:— 

"A lady opened the front door, 
and seeing me she slammed the door 
shut before I could state my case to 
her; so I went around to the back 
door and knocked. Coming to the 
door, she said, 'I saw you showing 
books, and I don't want any. Didn't 
I stop you at the front door?' I said, 
'Yes, madam, but you didn't stop me 

at the back door. I just want to ask 
you to please take this book for a 
few days and read it, and see if it 
appeals to some member of your 
family, as I see you are busy now, 
and I don't want to take your time. 
I will call for it Sunday.' She asked 
what sort of book it was, and I 

-told her briefly; then she asked the 
price, and going for the money, she 
said, 'I may as well buy it, or you 
will come up the cellar way.' 

"I also stepped into a club house 
where six young men were playing 
cards and asked for three minutes of 
their time, and while they held their 
cards I canvassed them, and sold 
three fifty-cent books and one at 
twenty-five cents. So with the as-
surance of Jer. 1:8-17 and Isa. 41:10, 
and a little persistence ourselves, we 
must succeed." 

W. B. WALTERS. 

VIRGINIA 

Action of Virginia Conference 

Committee 
During the Union Conference ses-

sion at Pittsburgh, as the majority of 
the members of our conference com-
mittee were together, we spent sev-
eral hours in counseling regarding 
the work in Virginia. 

While there we considered quite 
fully the matter of our Academy at 
New Market. Also the advisability 
of hiring Brother Smith of Ohio as 
principal. After due consideration 
we voted to secure his services, as 
already reported through the Mes-
senger. 

Our summer's work was also con-
sidered, and it was decided to hold 
at least four tent efforts, if help can 
be secured to do this. There will be 
an effort at Richmond, headed by 
Brethren Tindall and Garnsey. One 
at Lynchburg, with Elder Kime and 
Brother Raymond Gardner in charge. 
Brother Mallory will hold a tent ef-
fort at Richmond for the colored peo-
ple, with such other help as can be 
secured, Sister Warnick and some 
of our institute workers assisting. 
Brother Gordon and perhaps Elder 
Hottel or Brother Smith will hold the 
fourth tent effort, the location of 
which has not yet been decided. 
Three of these companies will make 
a special effort in combining the 
medical and evangelistic work, as 
outlined in the Testimonies. 

In order to carry forward this 
work, a new tent must be pur-
chased. This we voted to do, and we  

trust that our brethren will in due 
time render us the needed assistance 
in raising means to pay for the same. 

As Elder Muntz has quite an inter-
est at Norfolk, it was thought best 
for him to continue his efforts there 
for the present. 

The matter of camp-meeting was 
also considered, and as a good work 
has been begun at Richmond, it was 
thought, that, unless there are other 
developments, it might be well to 
hold the camp-meeting at Richmond 
again this year. 

In considering this matter, desiring 
to accomplish the most possible good 
for all concerned, we thought that if 
arrangements could be made, and 
help could be secured, it would be 
well to hold two camp-meetings at 
the same time, one for the white and 
one for the colored. It was believed 
that more good could be accom-
plished for both races by holding two 
camp-meetings and holding them 
separately. 

The date of the camp-meeting was 
also considered; and, in order to 
close the tent efforts and bind off the 
work, it was thought that we could 
not hold the camp-meeting before 
the latter part of August. This date 
was also thought to be the time 
when our farmers would have the 
most leisure time,—perhaps August 22 
to September 1, or one week later. 

It was thought best not to call to-
gether the whole conference commit-
tee and workers, to plan the sum-
mer's work, although we should 
have been glad to meet them and 
have their counsel; but it would have 
incurred considerable expense, which 
we felt could be saved. 

May God greatly bless the work in 
Virginia the coming summer. 

W. J. STONE. 

From Our Workers 
"Praise and thanks be unto God for 

the many blessed experiences which 
he gives me in this work. It is the 
Lord who sells the books, and who 
gives me the orders. He alone can 
touch the hearts of the people, and to 
him be all the glory and praise." 

"I have had many experiences the 
past week in visiting while it was too 
rainy to canvass. I can remove the 
friction I spoke of in my last letter to 
you, in regard to hard times; this I 
can overcome on my knees." 

"We realize more and more each 
day that the mighty hand of God is 
guiding in each instance of life, if 
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only we leave all to him. Sometimes 
we have dark experiences, but all 
comes out well in the end." 

Canvassers' Reports 

New Jersey, Week Ending May 3, 1912 

    

    

"We are glad to hear such good re-
ports from the work in Richmond, 
and hope that every honest soul will 
be reached. We should like to see 
many unite with us to help carry this 
truth to the world. I shall be glad 
when the work is finished." 

A. M. NEFF. 

Our Duty 
The words of the apostle were true 

when he said, "If in this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable." But thank 
God, we have a better hope, a hope 
"both sure and steadfast," that if we 
are faithful we shall receive a crown 
of righteousness when Jesus comes to 
make up his jewels. 

But the question with some may be, 
How can I be faithful? The answer 
is so simple "that the wayfaring 
men, though fools, need not err there-
in." It is this: "Fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man." Eccl. 12: 13. 
If we are obeying God and keeping 
his . commandments, and we know 
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do all in our power by the help of 
God to give to the world the last 
message of warning. 

Now we know that [Jesus is soon 
coming, that the wrath of God is 
soon to break upon this world. 
What then is our duty?—Go and teach 
all nations. Carry the message of 
warning to every nauion, kindred, 
tongue, and people. But some will 
say, I cannot preach, I cannot be a 
Bible worker. But listen, brother, 
you can canvass, even if you cannot 
do those other things. From my own 
experience I know that there is no 
better way of putting the truth before 
the people. But in this work, as in 
any other, you will have trials. You 
will have dark hours. At times there 
will seem no possible way of escape 
for you. But keep pushing ahead, 
putting, your trust in God; and soon 
the way will open for you as clear 
as the noonday sun. 

Those who engage in this work will 
not be left without a reward; for "he 
that goeth forth and weepeth, bear-
ing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing 
.his sheaves with him." Oh how 
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sweet are the many precious prom-
ises to the faithful child of God. I 
shall feel fully paid for all my work if, 
when I get to the kingdom, there is 
one soul who was saved through 
reading the literature that I sold. 
I love this work. Often when walk-
ing alone along the road, looking 
back over my work, and seeing 
where I have found those who were 
honestly seeking after truth, which I 
was able to put into their hands, my 
joy knows no bounds. I can say with 
all my heart, Thank God for the privi-
lege of carrying the printed page to 
the people. I ask the prayers of all 
God's people, that he may use me 
as seemeth best in his sight. 

C. E. OVERSTREET. 

Norfolk 
"Henceforth medical missionary 

work is to be carried forward with an 
earnestness with which it has never 
yet been carried. This work is the 
door through which the truth is to 
find entrance to the large cities." 

"Sanitarium work is one of the 
most successful means of reaching 
all classes of people. Our sanitari-
ums are the right hand of the gos-
pel." 

"Let the Lord's work go forward. 
Let the missionary and the educa-
tional work go forward. I am sure 
that this is our great lack,— earnest, 
devoted, intelligent, capable workers. 
In every large city there should be a 
representation of true medical mis-
sionary work." 

"Let our ministers, who have 
gained an experience in preaching 
the word, learn how to give simple 
treatments, and then labor intelli-
gently as medical missionary evan-
gelists."—Testimonies for the Church, 
Vol. IX., pp. 168-172. 

We thank the Lord for these in-
structions. We also thank him for 
the effort put forth in Richmond last 
winter by the leading brethren of our  

conference. Already we see some of 
the results of it, as some of our sis-
ters who took the nurses' course are 
with us again in Norfolk. We hope 
to have a good force of these trained 
workers with us in our tent effort 
this summer. 

Our work in Norfolk is progressing. 
Some are awaiting baptism. We are 
doing Bible work from house to 
house. Every night is occupied, and 
we cannot fill all the calls. 

Our temperance rally held a few 
nights ago was a grand success. We 
hope to have another one soon. 

Sister E. V. Manners, who has ren-
dered us invaluable service in our 
Bible work, is called to join Elder 
F. H. Seeney in his summer tent ef-
fort at Wilmington, Del., where she 
labored last summer. We shall be 
sorry to lose Sister Manners, but 
pray that many souls will be won for 
the Master through her efforts. 

We hope the readers of the VISITOR 
Will pray for the work at Norfolk. 

LESLIE MUNTZ. 

EAST PENNSYLVANIA 

Colporters' Testimony Corner 
Miss Lucy Dicks: My work has 

not been very encouraging the past 
week; but I can assure you that I will 
not give up. I can never again feel 
satisfied doing housework for stran-
gers after having tasted of the rich 
experiences there are in the canvass-
ing work. I have been cheered by 
the news that the coal miners are 
soon to return to their work. Books 
will soon sell more readily here, and 
I am encouraged by the outlook. 

We are glad to report that Brother 
Fred Willruth has improved in health, 
and is again pressing the battle to 
the gates. His associate laborer, 
Brother J. M. Smith, is also making 
advancement in the work, as may be 
seen by his reports.  

little church, where he can have the 
advantage of a church school. He is 
now in condition to pursue the can- 
vassing work with earnestness and 
zeal. 

Miss Daisy Ott has begun work in 
Williamsport. We feel that her col-
porter work in that city will be a 
great help to Brother Hirlinger in 
his Bible work. 

J. H. MCEACHERN. 

OHIO 

Workers Wanted 
In our canvassing work we have a 

plan second to none as a means of 
placing the truth before the people; 
and it has been clearly demonstrated 
that persons of no special ability can 
earn splendid wages handling our 
books. We have a vast and fruitful 
field in Ohio. There is no limit to 
the number who may take up this 
work. We should have fifty regular 
canvassers in the field right along. 
I should like to see a good number 
take up resident canvassing. This 
plan offers a most flattering opening 
to any who may wish to have a part 
in helping to finish the work which is 
yet to be done. I should like to cor-
respond with men and women within 
the state who have a desire to enter 
the Lord's work. There are many 
who should heed the voice that calls 
them into the harvest field. Pray 
for workers, and that the way may 
open for you to enter the work. 

E. K. SLADE. 

Elder E. K. Slade and Elder 0. F. 
Butcher attended the recent session 
of the Lake Union Conference at 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

Mr. J. Irvin Cassell, our tract so-
ciety secretary, is laying the founda-
tion for his new home near the tract 
society office. 

Mr. Henry Spohn and Mr. Ray 
Chapin recently left Mount Vernon 
for Alberta, Canada. 

*Two weeks 
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May 17-19 the Pleasant Hill church 
will hold a Sabbath-school conven-
tion, with a temperance rally on Sun-
day night. The church school picnic 
will immediately precede, marking 
the end of another year of school 
work. Miss Nellie Underwood, who 
is taking a much needed rest at the 
home of Miss Rebecca Miller, is ar-
ranging the program. 

Sabbath and Sunday, May 25 and 26, 
Elders E. K. Slade and W. C. Moffett 
will meet with the companies at 
Camden and New London, holding a 
baptismal service during this time. 

The Mount Vernon members are 
glad to welcome to their church 
Brother Moy and family from Indiana, 
who have settled on a farm five miles 
from Mount Vernon. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Sanitarium Notes 
The patronage at the Washington 

Sanitarium during the month of April 
was fifty on an average; and it is 
still keeping up. 

Mrs. M. D. Wood of the Seminary 
is for a few weeks entertaining the 
patients on Thursday evenings by 
very interesting travel talks on 
India. 

The Branch Sanitarium in the city 
has had an excellent patronage for 
the past two months, the resident 
physician on several occasions giving 
up her own room for the accommo-
dation of guests. 

The Washington Sanitarium Medi-
cal Dispensary on 43 Street, S. W.,  

in the city of Washington, was dedi-
cated on Wednesday evening, May 1. 
Elder McElhaney gave the dedica-
tory address, and appropriate music 
was rendered. An emergency call 
came even during the service. We 
are greatly encouraged by the num-
ber of patients that have been in at-
tendance for the first few days the 
dispensary has been open. 

Dr. Menkel, who is for a few weeks 
staying at the Foreign Mission Semi-
nary, gave a very interesting talk to 
the patients on missionary work in 
India. 

Dr. Bourdeau-Sisco is in New York 
City for a few weeks doing post-
graduate medical work. 

H. N. &sec), M. D. 

WEST PENNSYLVANIA 

Mrs. Daisy Swartout of the For-
eign Mission Seminary has been very 
successful in selling the Life and 
Health magazine in the city of Pitts-
burgh during the last two weeks. 

Elder B. F. Kneeland visited Elder 
W. D. MacLay at Butler this week, 
and they made a short trip to New Cas-
tle. This section of the state should 
be entered at once, and it is planned 
to pitch a tent in Butler this summer. 

Some of the West Pennsylvania 
students will work for scholarships in 
their home field the coming summer. 
Among these are Mr. Harry Doolittle, 
Mr. Delano Reese, and Miss Floy 
Humphrey. 

Elder and Mrs. B. F. Kneeland 
made a short visit to the Mount Ver-
non College last week, and report a 
very pleasant trip. All of the West 
Pennsylvania students are planning to 
return next year and will try to bring 
some more young people with them. 

The West Pennsylvania Conference 
has purchased the treatment room 
business formerly conducted by T. 0. 
McCutchan in the Keenan Building, 
Pittsburgh, and is planning to carry 
on a strong medical missionary effort 
from this center. Brother J. G. 
Hanna is temporarily in charge of 
the rooms. We hope that the effort 
along this line will prove a great help 
to our Pittsburgh, work. The rooms 
are well equipped for all kinds of 
baths and electrical and massage  

treatments. The address is West 
Pennsylvania Treatment Rooms, 1001 
Keenan Building, Liberty and Sev-
enth Avenues, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The Allegheny German church is 
again holding separate Sabbath ser-
vices. During the winter they met 
with the English church. Meetings 
are held each Sabbath morning in 
Rogers Hall, Federal Street, near the 
bridge. Elder J. P. Gaede is in 
charge. 

Married 

In the presence of many guests 
Charles L. Ashley and Phoebe A. 
Trott were united in marriage at the 
home of the writer on Thursday, at 
8 P. m., April 25, 1912. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ashley will make their home at.  
Ford's Store, Maryland, where Mr. 
Ashley is at present employed. They-
are the recipients of the best wishes 
of a large circle of relatives and 
friends. 	 _RoscoE T. BAER. 

Sabbath, May 25, has been ap-
pointed as Young People's Day. At 
that time make a careful study of the
work which is helping to save and 
train young people everywhere. 

OBITUARIES 

MEEK.—Joseph L. Meek, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. H. J. Meek, was born in Par-
kersburg, W. Va., August 4, 1906, and 
died in Grafton, W. Va., March 31, 1912, 
aged 5 years, 7 months, and 27 days. His 
death was caused by typhoid fever and 
other complications. Words of comfort 
were spoken by the writer. Interment was 
made in Cedar Grove Cemetery, Wood 
County, W. Va. 	F. H. ROBBINS. 

ENGLAND.— Sarah Ann England was 
born Sept. 28, 1856, in Bristol, England, 
and died at Philadelphia, Pa., April 23, 
1912. She was married Aug. 16, 1882, 
and became the mother of two sons and one 
daughter. She was a member of the Bap-
tist church when the third angel's message 
came to her notice. It was under the labors 
of Elder W. 3. Fitzgerald that she accepted 
the truth and united with the North Phila-
delphia Seventh-day Adventist church. Sis-
ter England was a loyal, faithful member, 
always ready to extend a helping hand in 
time of need. The church very keenly feels 
the loss sustained by her removal, and yet 
we have every reason to believe that he who 
died that we might have life will in the great 
day of his coming bring this sister with him 
to crown her with life immortal. She leaves 
a husband, two sons, and many friends to 
mourn their loss. Words of comfort were 
spoken by the writer from 2 Tim. 4:7. 

C. S. WIEST 
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