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What Can I Do Through Christ ?

I. H EVANS

| VERY worker for God should know his own strength in Christ Jesus.
¢l Christ 'was conscicus of His strength in God. “Of Mine own self I can
do nothing,” He declared ; but there ever followed these statements about
His own weakness the assertion that He could do the work which the
Father had sent Him to do. : K
) The apostle Paul ofttimes felt his own utter helplessness. “For I
think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for
" we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and tomen. . . . Even
unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted,
and have no certain dwelling place; and. labor, working with our own hands : being
reviled, we bless; beihg persecuted; we suffer it: being defamed, we entreat: we are
made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things.” . 4

The worker for God must ever-bei conscious of his personal weaknesses and
his lack of wisdom and strength ; but li€ too is to look to God to supply all he lacks
through Christ Jesus. The apostle was only human.  He had far less of life’s
comforts than we;yet he was content. His sofrows, his poverty, his persecutions -
and troubles, were all sources of temptation and trial; yet he knew that he could
conquer every foe in Christ. He never lost sight of what Christ could dothroiigh
him. This confidence buoyed him up through. life, and led him to write that -
immortal saying, “ I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”"

, Every worker ought to know what Christ can do through him. We are never
to reckon on ourselves as possessing strength. Of ourselves we ¢an do nothing.
Our strength is in God. Is it possible for us to become conscicus of what God can
do through us when we are filled with His Spirit? Surely we can say with Paul, “1I
can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” To know that God
possesses us and dwells within us is strength.itself. DU ‘

If one should purpose in his heart that 1930 would be a time in Christ Jesus
when he would be a new creature, could it be made possible? If oné should
resolve that during 1930 he would lead fifty souls, one hundred souls, to Christ, -
could God do this through him ? :

One’s consciousness of what he can do through Christ is the measure of his
ability. Thus God is limited by our faith. He could do a hundred . times more
through us, but He can do little when we hedge Him in by thinking, “I can do only
this tiny task.” We are to reckon with God’s power. Moses could never have led
Israel out of Egypt without knowing that he could do this great work by God’s help.
David could not. have defeated Goliath had he not known what God could do
through him. The prophets of Baal could have gone on in the days of Ahab
through his whole reign with their idolatry and opposition to the Jewish religion
had it not. been for Elijah’s valiant stand against them, and the mighty reformation
that he wrought in Israel through the help of God.

The year 1930 ought to find us all humble and penitent before our God, with
renewed determination to do great things in His name. What can God do
through you? All things? Or only a few things, and they of small import ?

- What can you do through Christ ? :

Shanghai, China, December 4, 1929
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General Reports from
the Field

RESOLUTIONS

1f you’ve any task to do,

Let me whisper, friend, to you.
Do it.

If you’ve anything to say,

True and needed, yea or nay,
Say it.

If you've anything to love,

" Asa blessing from above,

Love it.
1f you’ve anything to give,
That another’s joy may live,

Give it.
1f some hollow creed vou doubt.
Though the whole world hoot

. and shout,
Doubt it.
If you know what torch to light,
Guiding others through the night,
Light it.
If you've any debt to pay,
Rest you neither night nor day,—
Pay it.
If youw’ve any joy to hold,
Next your heart, lest it grow cold,
) Hold it.
If you've any grief to meet,
At the loving Father’s feet,

Meet it.
If you're glven light to see, .
‘What a child of God should be, -

Seet.
Whether life be brxght or drear,
There’s a message sweet and clear
Whispered down to every ear;
Hear it.
—Selected-
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FROM PASTOR I C. SCHMIDT

Brother Schmidt, who formerly
labored in the Far Eastern Divi-
sion, but who, at the time of the
transfer of the Netherlands East
Indies to the Central European
Division, was transferred to that field,
visited several stations in the Far
Eastern Division on' his return from
furlough. From his observation he
passes on the following word: “I
believe the world offers no better
field for the medical work as an
avenue for this third angel’s message
than in these eastern. lands, where
the physical needs stand on a par

with the spiritual.”

He reports progress in the work
in Semarang, Java.

FROM SOUTHERN LUZON,P. 1.

A church elder writing to Pastor
W. B. Riffel, states that fifteen per-
sons in his territory have become
interested in the truth, and he is
calling for a preacher. One man
among this interested group is one
bundred thirty-five years old. This
old man believes that the Lord has
spared his life so long in order that
he, together with his sons, might
hear the gospel.

FIRST GENERAL MEETING IN
NORTuH KIANGSU
K H. Woobp

THE first general meeting to be
conducted for the believers in the
North Kiangsu section of the Anhwei
Mission, was recently held.at Ching-
Giang-Pu. Some in attendance tra-
veled more than 125 li, and on Sab-
bath the chapel was seated to its full
capacity. Those present gave in-
spiring testimonies concerning their
faith in the third angel’s message,
and their desire to have a part in
heralding to others the news of
Christ’s soon return.

The Lord has blessed the workers
and believers in witnessing for Him,
and now there are several interested
groups calling for an evangelist to
teach them the. truth. Six of these
companies will be organized into
Sabbath schools within the next few
months, and evangelistic help has
been sent to follow up the interest.
Plans were laid for following up and
developing other new interests and
for extending the work into here-
tofore unentered districts.-

As the present force of mission
workers in North Kiangsu is very
small, throughout the meeting em-
phasis was laid on the importance
of developing lay workers to carry
responsibility in the local inter-
ests, and make possible a continuous
advance. With this in view; the
Sabbath school and Home Mission-
ary departments were each given an
hour daily for practical instruction
and convention work.

Pastor. Swen Tsung Gwang, who
for some time was associated with
the South Chekiang Mission, is lead-
ing out in the work in North Kiang-
su, and has laid large plans for dev-
eloping a similar work, with the help
of the Lord, in that field. He has
promised us a good report for the
annual meeting of the Anhwei MlS-
sion next spring.

—_——————

THE YUNNAN MISSION
C. B. MILLER

(Synopsw of report of the Yunnan Mission,
made during the West China Union Session,
Chungking, Szechwan, Sept. —Oct., 1929) .

Our work in Yunnan is only a
little over a year old, and this is the
first public report that has been
made of what with God’s blessing is
being accomplished in the very out-
skirts of this great nation.

When we arrived in Yunnanfu
with Elder Warren in March of 1928,
we found some who were receiving
our papers and tracts and were anx-
ious to know more of our doctrine.
‘We also met those who had become

OUTLOOK

acquainted with Elder Warren and
Dr. Andrews some ten years ago
when they visited the city.

A month after our arrival Broth-
er Dallas R. White and his family
came. He and Sister White are both
nurses from the St. Helena Sanitari-
um, and they immediately under-
took some dispensary work. During
the past year they have treatedsome
four thousand patients. Thus many
friends have been made. Asyet we
have had no suitable place in which
to treat patients, and have been o-
bliged to use the entrywayand porch
of our own house.

The West Kweichow Mission
kindly sent Pastor Feng Deh Sen to
help us. He has been doing efficient
work, and when Elders Warren and
Ho visited us, six were baptized.
The Sabbath following the baptism
the first Seventh-day Adventist
church in the provincz was organ
ized.

The opening of work in Yunnan
has not been without difficulties.
Not only have we had difficulty in
finding a chapel, but the rents on a-
vailable places have been beyond
our reach. so we have done withou*.
We have had to wuse rooms
in our own house for chapel, until
recently, when we secured the Kwei-
chow Guild Hall. The’ dispensary
work has all been done at our house.

In the middle ¢f March Pastor
Feng left us to go to Hwangtsaopa,
there to meet Mrs. Dora Lee, who
was to become his wife and join him
in his work in this field. Brother
Smith and Sister Lee left Kweiyang
the latter part of March to meet
Pastor Feng. There was no trouble
until the day prior.to the date they
were to have reached their destina-
tion, at which time they encountered
the bandits by whom Brother Smith
was slain, and the other members of
the party were robbed. Our deepest
sympathy is extended to Sister
Smith and the East Kweichow Mis-
sion. We feel that the sacrifice was
made in behalf of our mission.

Sister Feng has proved to be a
valuable worker. She is enthusias-
tic, and her untiring efforts have
brought many women to our service.
She is also a help to Brother White
in his dispensary work.

During the summer we conduct-
ed a Bible class which proved very
beneficial to the church members as
well as a means of gaining converts.
During and after its close six weré
baptlzed At the present time we
have in Yunnanfu a Chinese mem-
bership of fifteen.

The past few months the hand of
God. has been especially manifest in
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behalf of His work here. Forover
a vear we had fried to secure a place
of worship, but had failed. Then we
tried to secure a place for Brother
White and family so we could have
more room for mission work ; but for
months we were unable to accom-
plish anything. In June we found
two places,—the Kweichow Guild
Hall, serviceable for mission pur-
poses; also 2 house in the north part
of the city for Brother and Sister
White ; but we were unable to come
to an agreement on either place.
Later the owner of the place that
we desired in the north part of town
told us that he agreed to our terms,
and that the following Tuesday we
could sign the contract. The inter-

vening Sunday evening we had a-

church prayer meeting, first asking
that the Lord make us all one in
Him ;and, second, that He give usa
chapel. Monday morning we receiv-
ed a note from the Kweichow Guild
Hall committee asking us to have
- tea with them the next afternoon at
two o'clock. When we called on
them ‘they had the contract drawn
up. As we looked at this contract
we were amazed to see that it men-
tioned no deposit. Formerly they
" had asked for a $1,000 deposit and
that rent be paid in local currency.
These were the two things that we
objected to. The Iocal currency
was unstable, so we felt it unsafe to
sign a contract demanding that
money. We asked them,”“What
about the deposit?” They said, “We
have just had a meeting, and have
decided that we would not ask a
. deposit.” Then we asked them
about the rent, and they said they
would be willing to accept Shanghai
currency. )

This same afternoon we were to
sign the contract for the residence
in the north part of the city. When
we called on the man, he said he
could not rent to us. At the time
we could not understand why the
Lord would open the way forus to
have the chapel and refuse us this
place, but about a week later we
learned why. The house was near
a powder magazine. A largeamount
of gunpower had arrived and was
being stored, when one afternoon
this was in some way set off, killing
three hundred people, wounding
some three thousand, and destroying
that section of the city. After the
explosion we went to see the house
Brother White’s family would have
been occupying had the man not
refused us. It was a mass of ruins.
Had they been living there they
might have been seriously injured if
not killed. So we thank God for
both His gift and refusal.

EASTERN DIVISION OUTLOOK

In Yunnan we feel that we have
met the powers of darkness facz to
face, and that Satan has-tried to
defeat this work; but we are glad
that the battle is with One who is
mighty to deliver. The Lord is
leading us on to victory. What
more could we ask than that the
Lord finish His work?

Yunnanfu,
Sept. 3, 1929

LETTER FROM MRS. B. MILLER

Since the last of September I
have been spending most of my
time visiting stations in Anhwei and
Wenchow, holding institutes for wo-
men.

Up in the Bah Doo district one
Sabbath after givinga talk on tithing,
one man got up and wept during his
testimony. He said last year he
had five hundred and fifty gjang of
barn flour. but he paid tithe on only

‘five hundred. Still God has blessed

him this year. Crops failed all
around on the mountain, but his was
better than ever before, and he de-
termined to pay a faithful tithe
hereafter.

In many places we are not able
to follow up and establish the inter-
ested ones in the truth. When we
leave Shanghai, we have to divide
the interested ones into groups and
have various of the sisters look after
them.

Thedabors we have put forth the
past six years for one family have
seemed without result. Last summer
the mother of the family became
very ill, and they called us in to pray
for her. The woman was restored
to health, and since then they have
accepted the truth. They close their
shop from sunset to sunset. Nine in
that family, I believe, want to serve
God. Since they have accepted the
truth, they have paid $3 tithe a
month, but their business has not
been so good, and now they have
decided to pay an honest tithe at
the close of every day. They say
they are going to try the Lord on
on His promise. Please remember
this family in your prayers.

I believe as we are nearing the
end that God is calling His people
out from among the tares. May
God help us to gather them in and
establish them in the truth, for [
fear many of these souls God gives
to us are not instructed in this truth
as God requires of us. May God

‘help us to be faithful.

WITH THE BELIEVERS
IN CHENGTU

Brethren J. J, Strahle, M. C. War-
ren, C. A. Woolsey, and the writer
spent a happy nine days with our
brethren and sisters of the West
Szechwan Provincial Mission, attend-
ing. the annual meeting held in
Chengtu. About sixty were in reg-
ular attendance. Pastor Alton
Hughes, the director, in his annual
report referred to providence after
providence attending the labors of
the evangelists, and declared his faith
in the ultimate proclamation of the
third angel’s message throughout the
West Szechwan Mission.

Among those in attendance were
several men well on in years. Their
testimonies were an inspiration to
usall. One good brother eighty-eight
years of age had walked for two
days to get to the meeting, and
seemed very happy with his brethren.
It is a precious privilege to many of
our believers to get together once a
vear and unite in seeking the Lord
and in studying the Word.

Many volunteered for colportage,
and several are to attend an institute
for colporteurs appointed for early
January in Chungking. Others re-
quested baptism, and afte}‘ careful
examination thirteen were recom-
mended by the ministering brethren,
and received this rite at the close of
the forenoon service on Sabbath, the
ninth of November. During the
closing hours of the Sabbath, we met
for our farewell meeting held Sab-
bath afternoon, when the thirteen
were admitted into church fellow-
ship, and bore testimony of their
Christian experience and their de-
sire to remain faithful. Delegates
and church members united in the
celebration of the ordinances; and
thus closed the Chengtu meeting.

Plans have been laid for a strong
advance in literature ministry and
in the preaching of the Word. The
Lord has been blessing, and prospects

‘are good for a year of seed sowing

and of reaping. The believers in
West Szechwan Mission are few in
number, but their faith is firm.
Seldom have we been in any series
of meetings day by day, where more
quietness prevailed and where so
many seemed eager to hear every
word of instruction that could be
given.

. Since early October, fifty have
been baptized in East and West Sze-
chwan. We rejoice in the steady
advances being made in various
parts of this great field. C.

Tienchuen, Sze.,
Nowv. 15, 1929 -
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Statistical Report of the Far Eastern Divisipn

+ Estimated
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pERBREBRIABHEHAR

ARRIVALS

Of late, the following persons
coming from the United States, have
joined the corps of workers in the
Far East:

Dr. and Mrs. Martin Vinkel, at
present in the language school in
Peiping, to open medical work in the
*anchurian Union;

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pickett, to
open a mnew station in Annam,
French Indo-China;

Mr. and Mrs. O. A. Blake and
Mrs. W. J. Blake, to join the teaching
staff at the Philippine Junior
College, Manila, P. 1.

GOD'S LOVE

I CAN measure parental love

How broad, how long, and strong,-

and deep itis! It is a sea—a deep
‘sea,— which parents only can fathom.
But the love displayed on yonder
bloody cross, where God’s own Son
1s perishing for us, no man nor angel
has a line to measure. The circum-
ference of the earth, the altitude of
the sun, the distance of the planets
— these have been determined; but
the height, depth, breadth andlength

of the love of God pass our knowl--

edge. Such is the Father against
whom all of us have sinned a thou-
sand times! Walk the shore where
the ocean sleeps in the summer caim,
or, lashed into fury by the winter’s
tempest, is thundering on her sands;
and when you have numbered the
drops of her waves, the sands on her
rounding beach, you have numbered
God’s mercies and your sins. ‘Well,
therefore, may we go to him with
the contrition of the prodigal in our
hearts, and his cornfession on our
lips; “ Father, I have sinned against
Heaven and in thy sight” The
Spirit of God helping us to go to
God, be assured that the father who,
seeing his son afar off, ran to meet
him, fell on his neck and kissed him,
was but an image of Him who, not
sparing his own Son, but giving him
up to death that we might live, in-
vites and now awaits our coming.
— Dr. Guthrie -

EASTERN

A YEAR OF PROMISE

THE new year upon.which we
are entering may well be designated
a year of promise, because of the
facilities with which we are supplied
for the propagation of the third
angel’s message. In evangelistic

leaders, in trained Bible. women, in .

earnest and successful colporteurs,
and in consecrated teachers, we
have never been as well supplied as at
the opening of the year 1930. Our
working forces in the Far East now
number nearly two thousand. These

include institutional employees not a-

few, and increasingly large groups of
evangelistic colporteurs. What prom-
ise these give of soul-winning ad-

-vance, and of 2 streugthening of the

faith of those already won! May
the Lord add His blessing as every
worker stands in hisappointed place
as a representative of the Lord Jesus
and of the truth forthis time. Thus
the year before us may be made the
very best we have ever had as indi-
viduals and as laborers with God. c.

— -
A STUDENT’S EXPERIENCE

L. E. REED

“Yes, I will take two boaoks.”

“ But, Colonel — we have but
three books with us. I am sure that
would not be a hit too many for
your regiment.” =

“Very well.
nine dollars.”

Such was the conversation that
placed three “ Hope of the World”
in a Chinese regiment and finished
up two student scholarships «all at
the same time. But the young colo-
nel was extraordinarily friendly,
and seemed to have other things to
talk over. He ~ontinued:

“You are preachers of the Chris-
tiandoctrine I know. Iaminterested
in your good work.”

Corporal — bring

“Fine, ” I rejoined, “then you
will be interested to know that you
have bought the last books these two
students need to sell in order to ob-
tain scholarships. Tomorrow they
return to their Christian college at
Chizao Tou Djen.”

“Oh, ” he broke in, “I know that
place. My troops were stationed
there for several months.”

What an encouraging co-incident,
we thought as we passed out between
the heavily guarded columns. One
year they spent in tearing up a
Christian school, cursing everything
it holds sacred, and the next year
they buy three copies of “ Hope of
the World,” thus helping two stu-
dents to return to that same school.

DIVISION ‘OUTLOOK

NOTICES — 1930 ANNUAL
MEETINGS

ANNUAL MEETING (SPRING
COUNCIL) OF THE FAR
EASTERN DIVISION OF THE
GENERAL CONFERENCE

- COMMITTEE

The annual meeting of the Far
Eastern Division of the General
Conference Committee, usually
spoken of as'the “ Spring Council,” is
appointed for April 10-22, 1930, at
the Division office, 25 ngkuo
Road, Shanghal, ‘China. The first
meeting is called for 9 A. M,
Thursday, April 10. = Members of
the Far Eastern Division of the
General Conference Committee are
expected to be present in time for
the opening meeting.

(Signed) I. H. Evans, Chairman.
* C.C.Crisler, Secretary.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
CHINA THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY

The regular annual meeting of
the Board of Directors of the China
Theological Seminary is called to
convene at Chiao Tou Djen, Kiangsu,
China, on Thursday, April 3, 1930,
at 7 P. M, for the transaction of
such business as may properly come
before the meeting, the rendering of
reports, etc. A full attendance of
the Board is urged. ]

(Signed) 1. H. Evans, Chairman.
D. E. Rebok, Secretary.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
SIGNS OF THE TIMES
PUBLISHING HOUSE

The annual meeting of the Board
of Directors of the Signs of the Times
Publishing House is called for April
7, 1930, at 9 A. M. in the Division
Committee Room, 25 Ningkuo Road,
Shanghai, China. The usual reports
will be rendered, and necessary busi-
ness transacted.

(Signed} I. H. Evans, Chairman.
E. R. Thiele, Secretary.

ANNUAL CONSTITUENCY AND
BOARD MEETING OF THE
SHANGHAI SANITARIUM AND
HOSPITAL

Notice is hereby given of the
annual constituency and board meet-
ting of the Shanghai Sanitarium and
Hospital, called to convene at the
Sanitarium chapel, 150 Rubicon
Road, Shanghai, China at 10 A, M,
April 8, 1930, at which time annual
reports will be rendered and the
usual business transacted.

(Signed) 1. H. Evans, Chairman,
A. Mountain, Secretary.
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