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GENERAL CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS.
TWELFTH MEETING.
THE meeting was opened by singing hymn No. 85,
after which prayer was offered by Elder M. C. Wilcox.
After the reading of the secretary's report, the
Committee on Finances presented reports as follows : —
To the General Conference Assembled
BRETHREN: Your Committee on Finances has taken a general
survey of the field as far as time and the facilities for obtaining information have permitted. We are happy to be able to say to this
Conference, that the financial credit of our institutions is good;
and though we have had several enterprises outside of the regular
line of our work during the past year, that have called for a considerable outlay of funds, we have, so far, been able to meet all
these obligations, and pay our laborers who are in the field, support our foreign work, etc., etc. This is due to the fact that our
people throughout the country have shown a liberal spirit in making donations and free-will offerings for the support of the Lord's
work.
The continual increase in our work will require an increase in
the funds to carry it forward ; and while Gbd has blessed the
liberal spirit shown by our people in the pEst, in sacrificing for the
advancement of his cause, the needs of the work in the future will
call for a continuation of the same spirit of liberality, and We have
confidence that they will continue to support the work.
The openings now before us for the work to go, and the demand
for institutions to prepare laborers for the great harvest field, are
such as will require a larger outlay of funds, in the aggregate, the
coming year, than the past.
The report of the treasurer bas been read and published. We
will only call attention to a few items which it contains, in order
to compare them with the same items thus far the present year.

Donations to foreign missions
General donations
Christmas Offerings
First-day Offerings
Tithes from Conferences

Eight months
Year ending
June 30, 1890. ending Marl, 01
$23,547 18
5 8,216 97
7,278 84
9,322 93
24,797 57
18,347 18
10,071 80
12,515 17
22,709 94
23,150 67
•

No. 10.

As given, the items for the year ending Jane 30, 1890, include
the amount received for the preceding twelve months ; the other
column shows the receipts on the same items for the eight months
from July 1, 1890, to March 1, 1891.
The total receipts from all sources for the year ending June 30,
1890, was $76,356.07 ; for the eight months ending March 1,1891,
it was $112,516.47.
A comparison of the above-mentioned items, which include the
principal sources of our income,—the total receipts of twelvemonths
with eight months,— shows our finances to be in an encouraging
condition, which we attribute to the loyalty and devotion of our
people to the work which God has given us to do.
Your committee can think of no plans for the raising of
funds, which would be better than those already employed. We
would recommend that the first-day offerings be continued, and
that special efforts be made to secure the more general adoption of
the plan by our people. This can be done by continuing to set the
matter before them through our periodicals, and by the individual
efforts of Conference and tract society officers, ministers, and local
elders. We would also recommend a continuation of the Sabbathschool and week of prayer offerings.
A reasonable estimate of funds needed for the support of foreign
missions, for the coming year, places the sum at $80,000. This is
considerably more than has been spent on foreign missions in any
past year ; but it is based on the fact that openings exist for work
in countries which have not yet been entered. South America and
West Central Africa present the most favorable fields at the present
time for an extension of our foreign mission work. To open up a
work in these countries will require a considerable outlay of funds.
There was also a deficit on last year's account of $12,000, which
must be made up.
We call attention also to the wants of our home institutions.
The construction of Union College at Lincoln, Nebraska, which
was begun about one year ago, has progressed steadily since that
time. The General Conference has advanced $11,000 on this enterprise. $22,352.32 has 'been received from Conferences, and.
212,285.65 cash has been realized on real estate. This, together
with some loans which have been negotiated, has served to keep
the work going until the present time. But there will have to be a
further large outlay of funds before the school can be opened next
September. Strong efforts should be made to encourage the States
to raise the sums for which they have become responsible, and alst
to secure assistance from other sources.
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The College which you have just voted to build at Walla Walla,
Wash., will also require a considerable outlay of funds for the next
two years. Both these institutions are needed to educate workers,
and should be sustained by our people.
The financial reports of missions and publishing houses in foreign countries are published in the Year Book. Brother A. R.
Henry will explain any items in these reports that may not be clear
to all.
Following is a recapitulation of the statistical reports, which appear
in the Year Book, pages 95-101, as prepared by the treasurer:—
GENERAL CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION, AMERICA.
Resources
Liabilities

$168,218 59
42,348 03

Net worth

$125,870 56

SCANDINAMIT PUBLISHING COMPANY
Resources
Liabilities

$ 57,660 34
40,235 19

Net worth
Resources
Liabilities

$ 17,425 15

CENTRAL EUROPEAN PUBLISHING COMPANY.
$ 75,894 49
22,961 86

Net worth

$ 52,932 63
HAMBURG MISSION.

Resources
Liabilities

$ 5,558 66
4,031 94

Net worth

$ 1,526 72
ECHO PUBLISHING COMPANY.

Resources
Liabilities

$ 46,208 55
36,820 93

Net worth

9,387 62
BRITISH MISSION.

Resources
Liabilities

$ 14,820 16
10,024 78

Net worth

$ 4,795 38
SOUTH AMMAN MISSION.

Resources
Liabilities

$ 10,086 18
687 77

Net worth

$ 9,378 41
GRAND TOTALS.

Resources
Liabilities
Net worth

$210,208 38
114,762 47
$ 95,445 91

There are other points upon which the Committee will report
before this session of the Conference closes.
Respectfully submitted,
D. T. JONES,
A. R. HENRY,
H. W. DECKER,
R. C. PORTER,
Committee.'
W. C. WHITE,
S H. LANE,
L. C. CHADWICK, ,
R. 8. DONNELL,

The same committee also presented the following
;report, touching the memorial from the church at
Washington, D. C., which was referred to the
Finance Committee : —

Your Committee on Finances have bad under consideration the
memorial from the church at Washington, D. C., asking aid of the
General Conference to build a church at that place, which was
referred to us.
1. We find that the enterprise would call for the outlay of over
$30,000.
2. We believe the plan proposed by the Washington church for
raising money would have the effect to greatly diminish the first-day
offerings for foreign missions.
3. For the General Conference to assume this responsibility
would be to establish a precedent, and thus others situated in important centers would be encouraged to make like requests, which
would call for a large aggregate expenditure of means.
4. As the General Conference has many demands upon its resources, to carry on the work already begun ; and as it will be
necessary to enter upon other enterprises during this Conference
year, calling for an additional outlay of funds, we would not deem
it advisable to grant the petition of the Washington church.

Elder Olsen expressed his gratitude for the encouraging report which had been presented by the
Finance Committee. He compared the present
financial condition of our work with its condition
in its early history.
Brother A. R. Henry occupied some time in explaining the different items in the statistical reports
as published on pages 92-101 of the last Year Book.
On page 92 is found the amount of tithes received
by each Conference and mission field, for the year
ending June 30, 1890. The summary by Districts
at the top of page 93, shows the total amount of
tithes received during the year to have been $225,433.98.
On the same page the report of first-day offerings
received is shown to have been $12,720.28. On the
last half of page 93 is given the amount of Christmas
offerings made by each Conference or mission field,
the total of which is $19,284.37. Page 94 shows the
amount of tithes paid by the several State Conferences to the General Conference. Under "credit,"
on page 95, it is shown where and how the funds for
the home field have been expended. For a condensed
statement , of the standing of the General Conference
Association, and the foreign publishing houses and
missions, see the report of the Finance. Committee.
Elder Holser explained that the title of the Basel
Publishing House has been lately transferred to the
General Conference Association. They now get the
exemption which is given to religious work in
Switzerland, only having to pay taxes on the profits.
Elder Olsen said that since the organization of the
Foreign Mission Board, efforts had been made to
systematize the work in our foreign missions, the
results of which can be seen in more complete financial reports than have ever been published before.
We want the people to know just where every dollar of their money which is given for the foreign
missions goes, and we want every dollar to be spent
to the best advantage. ,
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The report of the Committee on Consolidation of
Publishing Interests was taken up, and the preambles and resolution recommended in the report, were
adopted.
The hour for adjournment having arrived, the
Conference adjourned to the next regular meeting as
provided in the program.
INTERNATIONAL TRACT SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS.
FIFTH MEETING.
THE fifth meeting of the International Tract Society
convened Monday, March 16, at 3 P. M. Elder S. N.
Loughborough led in prayer.
At the last adjournment, the resolutions found on
pages 84 and 85 of the BULLETIN were under consideration, and became the ;first order of business for this
meeting
Brother Chadwick said he could not pass resolution number three without adding a few words
to what had been said at the last meeting in memory
of Sister Huntley. He said he had not known her
so long as some present had, but his acquaintance
with her bad led him to regard her very highly as a
faithful worker in the cause.
She had a capacity for projecting broad plans
which, with her faithfulness in assisting to carry
them out, makes it hard to find one to fill her place.
Her labors had taken such a hold upon the people,
that, when her death was announced, letters expressive of the most sincere sorrow were received from
her correspondents in all parts of the world.
Elder Loughborough and others also spoke words
of the highest regard for the faithful laborer who has
been called from our midst.
It was explained by Elder Wilcox that the word
" expedient," in resolution five, should have been, " inexpedient."
Captain Eldridge stated that resolutions four and
five had both been presented at the request of the
Good Health Publishing CompanyW. C. White questioned the expediency of doing
away with the office of assistant State agent. He
said the plan in appointing the assistant State agents
at the first, was to have them work up subscriptions
for Good Health and sell our smaller health works,
such as "Sunbeams of Health and Temperance,"
"Christian Temperance and Bible Hygiene" etc.
But the agents also asked the exclusive right to
sell our larger health works, and have failed to do
much with them, owing to the great effort made to
sell our regular denominational books. He would
like to see the States release the territory for the
larger health books and give the Good Health Company a chance to push them, but at the same time
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would like to have the assistant agents retained to
push the sale of such health works as are not on the
regular subscription list.
On resolution eight, Captain Eldridge said, that before we had any subscription books, our publications
were gotten out in a cheaper form, for our people.
This resolution is designed to give all in the denomination a chance, when our subscription ,hooks first
come out, to get them cheap.
Each time a new book comes out, the plan is to
have an agent appointed to sell it in each church.
The plan has been tried in some places, and it works
well.
Elder W. C. White ;said, to get our people to buy
these books at the proper time requires work, and
we must push the plan. There is great advantage
in having us read the same book simultaneously.
This is shown by our study together of the Sabbathschool lessons.
On resolution nine the Chair called for remarks
from those who have already tried the plan. Brethren
Chambers, Hoopes, and others said they had tried it
in their respective states and would recommend it to
others.
Brother White said, that what we want is to get
knowledge widely diffused among us in regard to
missionary enterprises, and a deep and lasting interest in such work will be sure to follow.
Elder M. C. Wilcox made some excellent remarks
on resolution ten, setting forth the advantages of
having all the members of our churches form the
local societies, doing away with the initiation fee
entirely.
A motion then prevailed to defer action on resolution ten till the report of the Committee on Revision
of Constitution is considered.
Resolution number 3 was adopted by a rising vote ;
the remainder of the first nine resolutions were voted
upon in the usual manner and accepted.
The Committee on Constitution and Plans presented
a partial report, but owing to the fact that it would
likely receive many changes at the hands of the society, it was voted not to have it printed in, the
BULLETIN till it should be finally corrected and adopted.
The meeting adjourned till Wednesday, at 3 P. M.
BIBLE STUDY.
LETTER TO THE ROMANS.- NO. g.
BY ELDER E. J. WAGGONER.
" Pon if when we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God by the death of his Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not
only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the
atonement." Rom. 5 :10, 11.

136

GENERAL CONFERENCE DAILY BULLETIN.

The eleventh verse states one of the fruits that
must follow from a knowledge that we are " saved
by his life." When men have a well-grounded assurance that they are saved by the life of Jesus
Christ, when they realize it is so till it becomes a
part of their very being, they will "joy in God"
through Jesus Christ their Lord. There can be
nothing but joy in the heart of an individual when
he knows that he is saved by the life of Christ.
That is the secret of joying in tribulation.
" Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin ; and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned."
This verse contains a partially stated proposition.
You will notice that commencing with the thirteenth
verse, and continuing down to the end of the seventeenth, there is a parenthesis. Then in the eighteenth verse, the proposition is taken up again and
completed. The first part of the eighteenth verse is
merely an equivalent to the first part of the twelfth ;
it is the same truth expressed in other words,—
" Therefore as by the offense of one, judgment came
upon all men to condemnation." Then the closing
portion of the verse completes the proposition :
"Even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift
came upon all men unto justification of life."
We can notice but briefly the intervening verses.
They contain rich truths ; but the time allotted for
this subject is so limited that our remarks must be
confined to the major points of the chapter.
In the fourteenth verse we have reference to the
"reign of death." What is the reign of death?
What was this passage of death upon all men? The
apostle says that " death reigned from Adam to Moses." He does not mean by this that it did not
reign at any other time, and that it does jnot reign
at the present time. The part of the verse referring
to Adam and Moses is a part of a great argument,
which has its starting point back in chapter four.
It is a part of his argument on Abraham.
The argument in a nutshell is, that the entering in
of the law did not in any way interfere with the
promise to Abraham. In Rom.'4: 13, 14 we are told
that the promise "that he should be heir of the
world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through
the law, but through the righteousness of faith.
For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is
made void, and the promise made of none effect."
In these verses the apostle is proving in a practical
manner that the law does not enter into man's justification at all ; that justification is solely by faith,
and not by works. Why is it that the law does not
enter into the justification of man? "Because the
law worketh wrath."
If Abraham had been left to be justified by the
works of the law, there, would have been nothing to

be placed to his account but wrath, for that is all
that the law can work. But on the other hand,
when he is not justified by the law, which could only
be the means of imputing wrath to him, and is justified by faith, then there is We placed to his account.
And life is what he wanted, not wrath. Life is what
all men desire, not wrath. Whoever seeks to be justified by his works will reap only wrath. Abraham
will receive the inheritance only by the virtue of the
promise, and he will receive his righteousness only
by the faith that he had.
Some think that there are two ways of being
saved, because the Lord gave the law at Sinai, and
death had reigned till that time, so of course that
means that the law brought life. It is true that the
Lord gave the law at Sinai ; but the law was in the
world long before its giving at Sinai. Abraham had
the law, and through the righteousness of faith he
was able to keep, that law. So the entering in of the
law at Sinai did not militate against the promise of
God to Abraham. There was no different phase of
the plan of salvation introduced at Mount Sinai, or at
the time of the Exodus There was no more law
after that time than there was before it. Abraham
kept the law. If there had not been any law there,
Abraham could never have been justified ; but he
kept the law by his faith. Death reigned through
sin before the time of Moses, but righteousness was
imputed unto life. This shows that the law was all
there already, although they did not have it in that
written, open form, that they had it afterwards.
In regard to the reign of death, I am persuaded
that we lose much of the good and the encouragement that there is in this fifth chapter simply by the
misapplying of these words, — " death reigned," and
also the expression " death passed upon all men, for
that all had sinned." Why did death pass upon all
men ? Because that all had sinned ! By one man
sin came into the world. There are many who will
stop at this point, and philosophize. and question, as
to how this could be, and try to figure out for themselves the justice of it. They will query why it is
that we are here in this sinful condition, without
having had any choice or say in the matter ourselves.
Now we know that there was one man in the beginning, and he fell. We are his children, and it is impossible for us to be born in any higher condition
than he was.
Some will shut themselves out of eternal life because they cannot figure that thing out to a nicety
and see the justice of it. The finite mind of man
cannot do this, so it is better for him to leave it
alone, and devote himself to seeking for the proffered
salvation. That is the important point for all to
consider. We know that we are in a sinful condition,
and that this sinful condition, is a lost condition.
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Seeing then, that we are in a lost condition, is it not
best for us to devote our energies to seeking to
attain to that state whereby we may be in a saved
condition.
What would you think of a man drowning in the
ocean, who, when someone throws him a rope, looks
at it, and then says : " I know that I am drowning,
and that the only hope I have lies in my getting hold
of that rope ; but I will not take hold of it unless I
know that it has really been my own fault that I fell
into the water. If it was my own fault, then I will take
it, because I am the only one who is to blame for my
being in this condition. But if, on the other hand,
someone pushed me into the water, and I could not
help myself, then I will have nothing to do with that
rope." Such a man would be considered devoid of
common sense. Then, acknowledging that we are
sinners, and in a lost condition, let us take hold of
the salvation that is offered to us.
"Death reigned," it "passed upon all men." The
twelfth and eighteenth verses tell us what this death
is. Why did it pass? Because that "all have sinned." "Judgment came upon all !" What for?
What to?—Condemnation. We are familiar with
death ; we see people being placed in their graves
every day. But is that the death referred to? Good
men die; with only two exceptions, all the good
men that have ever lived upon the earth have died.
Do they die under condemnation ? No, certainly
not_ Do they die because they are sinners? No, if
they were sinners, they were not good men. There
has been no man in this world upon whom the death
sentence has not passed, for there never was a man
in this world that was not a sinner, and if he became
a good man so that he walked with God as Enoch
did, it was by faith.
If we say that the death which comes to all men
—good and bad, old and young alike — is the carrying out of that judgment which "came upon all men
to condemnation," then we take the position that
there is no hope for any one who has died. For
there is no such thing as probation after death, and
therefore the man who dies in sin can never be accounted righteous. If it is said that the good do
not die in sin,' but only because of sins previously
committed, the justice of God is impugned, and his
imputed righteousness denied. For when God declares his righteousness upon the one who believes,
that man stands as clear as though he had never
sinned, and cannot be punished as a sinner, unless he
denies the faith. Jesus said : " Verily, verily, I say
unto you, lhe that heareth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me, bath everlasting life, and shall
not come into condemnation, but is passed from death
unto life." John 5: 24.
When Adam was placed in the garden of Eden,
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the Lord told him, "in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die." That does not mean
"dying thou shalt die," as the marginal reading has
it. That expression is neither Hebrew nor English.
It means just what it says, that in the day that Adam
ate of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and
evil, in that day he died. In the very day that Adam
ate of the fruit, he fell, and the death sentence was
passed upon him, and he was a dead man. Sentence
was not executed 'at that moment, and for that matter we know that Adam was a good man, and that
the sentence never was executed upon him Christ
died for him. But he was in the same condition,
after he had eaten of the fruit of the tree, that Pharaoh
was in, after the first-born of all the Egyptians had
been killed, when he arose by night, and said, "We
be all dead men."
When sentence has been passed upon a murderer,
he is to all intents and purposes a dead man. But
it was more than that in the case of Adam ; he was
dead, and the Son of God was to make him alive. It
was only a matter of time till he should be blotted
out of existence. But Christ comes in to give man a
probation, and to lift him up. All that Christ has to
give to man is summed up-in that one word,— LIFE.
Everything is comprised in that. This fact shows
that without him men have no life. Said Christ to
the unbelieving Jews, " Ye will not come to me that
ye might have life." Probably they replied, " We do
not need to come, because we have life already."
In Eze. 13 : 22 we read : " Because with lies ye have
made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have
not made sad; and strengthened the - hands of the
wicked, that he should not return from his wicked
way, by promising him life." There is no life to the
wicked; they have no life ; they are dead. Said
Christ : "He that believeth not the Son shall not see
life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him." Christ
came to give life to the dead. He gives life only to
those who conscientiously lay hold of that life, who
bring his life into their lives, so that it takes the
place of their forfeited lives. He that hath the Son
hath life, and he that hath not the Son hath not life.
He is dead.
So Adam died ; and because of that, every man
born into the world is a sinner, and the sentence of
death is passed upon him. Judgment has passed
upon all men to condemnation, and there is not a
man in this world but has been under the condemnation of death. The only way that he can get free
from that condemnation and that death, is through
Christ, who died for him, and who, in his own body;
bore our sins upon the cross. He bore the penalty
of the law, and suffered the condemnation of the law
for us, not for himself, for he was sinless.
"As by one man sin entered into the world, and
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death by sin ;
. even so by the righteousness of
one the free gift came upon all men unto justification
of life." What is the free gift? It is the free gift
by grace, and it appertaineth unto many. The
work of Adam plunged man into sin ; the work of
Christ brings men out of sin. One man's single offense plunged many into many offenses ; but the one
man's obedience gathers the many offenses of many
men, and brings them out from beneath the condemt
nation of those offenses.
Then the free gift is the righteousness of Christ.
How do we get the righteousness of Christ? We
cannot separate the righteousnes of Christ from
Christ himself. Therefore in order for men to get
the righteousness of Christ, they must have the life
of Christ. So the free gift comes upon all men who
are justified by the life of Christ. Justification is
life. It is the life of Christ. " FOr as by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners, even so by
the obedience of one many shall be made righteous."
These are simple and positive statements. No good
can come to man by questioning them. He only
reaps barrenness to his soul. Let us accept them
and believe them.
" The free gift came upon all men to justification
of life." Are all men going to be justified? All
men might if they would ; but says Christ : " Ye
will not come to me that ye might have life." All
are dead in trespasses and sins. The grace of God
that brings salvation hath appeared unto all men.
It comes right within the reach of all men, and those
who do not get it are those who do not want it.
"As by one man's disobedience many were made
sinners, so by the obedience of one many shall be
made righteous." That settles the whole question,
as to whether you and I can do works that will
make us righteous. It is by the obedience of one
man. Now which man shall that be ? Can I do
righteousness that will do you any good 2—No. Can
you do righteousness that will do me any good ?—No.
Suppose that one man could do righteous works that
would be set to his account as making him righteous,
—who shall be be? I cannot do it for you, and you
cannot do it for me. Then who is the man ? Jesus
Christ of Nazareth
This settles the question as to whether justification
by faith comes by the law. By the obedience of Christ
are many made righteous or obedient. Righteousness
is obedience to the law. Did you ever read or hear of
any human being who kept the law perfectly ? Or did
you ever hear of anyone, however high his standard
was set, who did not find something beyond, that he
had not attained to ? Even worldly men often have
an ideal of their own ; but the nearer they can come
to that ideal, the greater lack they see in themselves.
Anyone who is sincere in trying to reach a high

standard, when he gets there, will see something beyond it.
There is one spotless life. There is one man,' the
man Christ Jesus, who resisted successfully all the
powers of sin, when he was here upon earth. He
was the Word made flesh. God in Christ reconciled
the world to himself. He could stand before the
world, and challenge any to convict him of sin. No
guile was found in his mouth. He was "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made
higher than the heavens ; " and by his obedience
shall many be made righteous.
Then comes the question, how can this be? It is
the same question that the Jews propounded to
Christ, when he said, "Except ye eat my flesh and
drink my blood, ye have no life in you." Said they,
" How can this man give us his flesh to eat ? "
There are many to-day who may be found asking
the same question when they say how can I have his
life or his righteousness ? Could Jesus explain to
them how he could give them his flesh? He could
not do it except by the words he spake unto them,
— They are spirit and they are life. The plan of
salvation cannot be explained to man. It was made
by an infinite being, and we cannot understand it.
As to how it takes place we are ignorant. Through
all eternity we will not understand how it was done.
It is only infinite power that can or could do it ; it
is only infinite wisdom that can understand it.
If we will eat the flesh of Christ, and drink his
blood, we will have the life of Christ. If we have
his life, we have a righteous life ; his obedience works
in us, and that makes us righteous. This does not
leave any room for the statement that Christ obeyed
for us, and that therefore we can do as we please,
and his righteousness will be accounted unto us just
the same. His obedience must be manifested in us
day by day. It is not our obedience, but the obediof Christ working in us. By those ";exceeding great
and precious promises," we take the divine life into
us. The life we live is the life of the Son of God.
He died for us, and loved us with a love that we cannot fathom. The righteousness that we have is his.
THANKS BE TO GOD FOR THIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT. He
lets us get all the benefit of that obedience, because
we have shown our intense desire for obedience.
That is why he gives it to us.
When you go to God, take these Scriptures on your
lips: " We shall be saved by his life." "By the obedience of one shall many be made righteous." Take
them to God in prayer.. They are true, for the Lord
himself has said so. How can these blessings be obtained ? By faith ! Take it by faith, and it is yours,
and no one can take it from you. Then you will
have it, although you do not understand how it can
be done. When, you have it, you have life. What
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life? The divine life. Then when you come up to
the time of temptation, the time when.you have usually
fallen, you can tell Satan that he has no power to
make you fall beneath -that temptation, for it is not
yon, but Christ that dwelleth in you.
There never was a time in the life of any man
when of himself he had power to resist temptation.
We cannot do it. That proves that we must have a
life different from our natural life in order to resist
sin at all. That must be a life that sin has never
touched and can never touch. Repeat the glorious
words over and over again, "His life is mine, 1
cannot be touched by sin. His strength is my
strength ; his obedience is my obedience, and his life
is my life. That was a sinless life, and by faith I
have it. I hold to it because it is mine, and sin cannot touch it," That is the only way to resist them,
and that will be successful every time.
" Moreover the law entered that the offense might
abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound. That as sin bath reigned unto death,
even so might grace reign through righteousness unto
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord."
The time of the entering in of the law was the
time when it was spoken from Sinai. It enteredthat the offense, or sin, might abound. But where
that sin abounded, grace did much more abound.
There was sin in the world before that law was
proclaimed from Sinai. Therefore the law was
there before it was proclaimed from Sinai. But God
spoke it in that awful way, and in those thunder
tones from the mount, for the purpose that sin
might seem to be a greater sin. It was done that
the people might see sin more as God saw it.
These things were written for our benefit. The
speaking of that law in thunder tones, with such a
solemn scene of grandeur all around it, is to have the
same effect on us that it had on the children of Israel. We are to see the thunder clouds and the
lightning, and they are to strike terror into our
hearts.
Still further : Whoever touched the mount was to
die. What is meant by that? All that was intended
to show the awfulness of the law. It was given in that
way that the people might see the wonderful majesty
that it had, and that by it no man could get life. It
was so great that no man could keep it. Everything
connected with its giving, conspired to show man that
the only thing he could get by it was death. It was
so great, so inexpressibly great, that they never
could reach to the heights of it. It was given in that
way to show the people that there was only death
and condemnation to them in it.
Then was not the law just given to put discourage.
ment into the hearts of the people? No; go back
to Abraham, and we shall see what else was taught
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by the giving of the law. There was a promise to
Abraham and to his righteous seed, of a righteous
inheritance. That promise was sworn to Abraham
and to his seed by God himself. God had pledged
his own existence that there should be righteous men,
— men whose righteousness should be equal to the
righteousness of the law. But here was the law in
such awful majesty that there could be no righteousness gotten out of it. It was to be the sole standard.
Now put two things together : The law is so holy
in its claims that no man can get any righteousness
out of it, as was shown in the giving of it; but God
had sworn that there should be men who would have
all the righteousness that it demands ; therefore the
very giving of the law served to show the people
that there must be and was another way of getting
that same righteousness.
So in giving the law, he was giving the gospel in
thunder tones. Righteousness and peace dwell together in fullness in Christ. So in him is life. Condemnation is in the law ; but the law is in Christ ;
and in Christ is also LIFE. In Christ we get the
righteousness of the law by his life. The voice that
declared the law from Sinai, was the voice of Christ,
the voice of the very one who has this righteousness
to bestow.
Now see the force of the words of Moses in Deut. 33 :2, 3. "And he said, The Lord came from Sinai,
and rose up from Seir unto them ; he shined forth
from Mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands
of his saints : from his right hand went a fiery law
for them. YEA, HE LOVED THE PEOPLE."
The giving of that law was one of the highest
manifestations of love that could be ; because it
preached to the people in the strongest tones that
there was life in Christ. The one who gave the law,
was the one who brought them out of Egypt. He was
the one who swore to Abraham that he and his seed
should be righteous, and this showed to them that
they could not get righteousness in the law ; but
that they could get it through Christ. So there was
a superabundance of grace ; for where sin, by the
giving of the law did abound, there grace did much
more abound. That thing is acted out every time
that there is a sinner converted. Before his conversion he does not realize the sinfulness of his sins.
Then the law comes in and shows him how awful
those sins are ; but with it comes the gentle voice of
Christ, in whom there is grace and life.
How precious it is to have that conviction of sin
sent to our hearts, for we know that it is a part of
the work of the comforter which God sends into the
world to convict of sin. It is a part of the -comfort
of God to convict of sin ; because the same hand that
convicts of sin bolds the pardon, that as sin had
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign
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through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus
Christ our Lord. In this grace we have again those
precious, words—much more. Where sin abounds,
grace much more abounds.
The Lord searches the heart, and he knows our
sins. Shall we go about mourning and sighing, and
saying our sins are so great, that God cannot forgive
such sinners as we are ? Some people seem to
fancy that God never knew that they had any sins.
Then they say that they are not worthy that he
should take their sins away. They cannot see how
he can save them. Who is it that makes us feel
sinful? Who shows us our unworthiness? Bow do
we come to find out that we have sinned ? It is God
that shows us our sins. He had known them all the
time. We do not consider this, — that God has
known all our sins beforehand, and that he it is who
shows them to us for the first time, when we are
convicted of sin by him.
When God made the plan of salvation, be knew
what he was doing. He knew the human heart. He
knew the depth of degradation, to which humanity
would fall, as no man has ever known it. Now,
by his law he drives the sins home to our hearts, and

then that sin abounds in the proportion that it
should. It was small in our eyes before; but he
makes us see it as he sees it.
Remember it is the COMFORTER that convicts.
Remember that where sin abounds in your heart, or
in your mind, that there grace does much more
abound. It is your firm belief of that that makes
the grace effective in taking away the sin. Christ is
able to save to the uttermost him that cometh to
God by him. You cannot ask anything of him so
good or so great, but what he is able to do it and —
MUCH MORE.

God does not have to take the measure of grace,
and look over the world to see how many there are
among whom it will need to be divided, and then go
to work to portion it out so that there will be enough
to go round. He gives us scripture measure, pressed
down, and shaken together, and running over. No
matter how great are the sins to be covered up, there
is grace much more than enough to do it. Mortal man
may be covered with the righteousness of Christ as
with a garment. Then let us take the life of Christ
by faith, and live a new life.

