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Ix some respects’ we are the most highly favored
' people in the world. We live in the most important

time, and there never was a period in the world's’

- history when the Lord was more anxious to unfold
" himself fo his people than at this time. Itisthe
final crisis that is pending, and those that are saved
in God’s everlasting kingdom are the people that in
thiz period in which we live, receive from God those
blessings hie has for us.  And if we cannot get hold
of Christ in all his fullness here where we are, then
we shall not be saved in the kingdom of God, Now
that is true, We cannot put it by as a common
thmcr this work in which we are engaged, and then
afterwards a long time in the future, take it up.

We have reached the final crisis. It is right here
upon ug and it is for us individually to obtain an
experience in the things of God, such as we have not
had in the past and it is not for some one to give it
to us, but it is for us individually to have it, and the
Bible writers, especially-the apostle Paul, labored to
have revealed in the church individually, those
beauties in Christ that could be gotten from no other
source. He did not want to simply give it to them,
- but he wanted that they should receive it. He
preached the gospel, and he labored thai in ‘each
individual there might be a revelation of Jesus Christ
himself. Col 1:25-27: “ Whereof I am made a
- minister, according to the dispensation of God which
is given to me for you, fully to preach the word of
_ God [maargin]; even themystery which hath been hid
from ages and from generations, but now is made
manifest to his saints: To whom God would make

" hope of glory.”-

&worketb in me mlghtﬂv

~ known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery

among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the
That is the mystery of the gospel..
He would have it revealed in them individually, so
that they individually would receive the mystery of
Christ. Verse 28: “ Whom we preach, warning every
man, and feaching every man in all w1sdom that .
we may present every man perfect in Christ J ess.”
Now his labor was that each individual might re-
ceive something from our Lord Jesus Chyist, that
wouldlead him to perfection, Verse 29: “ Whereunto
Ialso Iabor, strlvmrr according fo his working, which .
Now the idea that what .
wé receive we must get from some one else, is ‘a gremt
mistake. The Lord wants to teach us 1nd1v1dua11y, ,
ourselves, and he will not open our understanding
individually to comprehend his word, unless we be-
lieve that ke will do it. We individually must be-
Lieve that Christ wants fo do this to us and that we
can have this blessing by studying the word for our-
selves. He will then enlighten our understanding,

“will speak o our hearts, and 8o each individual, as

we remavrked before, must have the spirit of divine
revelation. I do not think it a possible thing for us
to go into the kingdom of God unless we have it,

and that revelation is not to get up some new theory
and present that to the people, but it is to reveal
new beauty and glory in the plan of redemption
through our Lord Jesus Christ. This is whatit is
and we will see it ag we read the Bible. We get
the truth from Christ aceording to our owa faith and
the interest that we have in hlm !

Eph. 1: 14~17: “ Which is the earnest of our in-
heritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, unto the praise of his glory. Wherefore
I also, after T heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus,
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and love unto all the saints, cease not to give thanks
for you, making mention of you in my prayers;
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and

revelation in the knowledge of him.” Why, God

there gives you and me individually the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him, or
as the margin is, * for the acknowledgment of him!”
Then the Spiritof revelation comes to me personally
to reveal to me, in the word, olr Lord Jesus Christ and
the plan of redemption. It will open fo my under-
gtanding truths that I have never seen before, and
there will be a continued freshness, because there is
a continual opening of the truths to my understand-
ing; and, my brethren, if we ever get to a point
that the Bible in any sense seems dry to us, it is
high time for us to seek God with all our hearts. . For
there 18 no greater evidence that the Spirit of God is
leaving you, than when the Bible comes to lose its
ireshness to our souls. It will feed the soul, it cer-
tainly will. And it will elevate the soul; it will re-
fine the soul; it will increase an interest in the
individual to learn more and more of the precious
truths in God’s word.

Verses 18-20: “ The eyes of your understanding
being enlightened ; that ye may know what is the
hope of his calling, and what the riches of -the glory
of his inheritance in the saints, and what is the ex-

ceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who be--

lieve, according to the working of his mighty power
which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him
from the dead, and set him at his own right hand
in the heavenly places” The same mighty power,
and the same enlightenment that brought Christ
from the dead, should be in every one of our
hearts; and when that is in the heart it elevates the
goul, it purifies the heart. My dear brethren, it
does everything for us. There is not anything in
this world which is good, but that is found in the
g03pe1 of Jesus Christ. I feel in my soullike exalt-
ing God’s word and in this way exalting the Lord
Jesus Christ; for I feel there are perhaps thousands

that will simply get the theory, and how to present .

certain arguments from the Bible, that will never
get their souls really fed by a .revelation of Jesus
Christ in the heart; but there is something that fills
up the vacuum. I find something in an old Review
(June 4th, 1889) on this point, from the pen of Sister
White: —

4 Puul speaks of the riches of the giory of the mystery that is
to be made known to the Gentiles. There are many mysteries in

the word of God that we do not (vomprehend and many of us &re _

content to stop our mvesugations when we have just begun to
receives little knowledge concerning.Christ. When there Degins

to be a iittie unfolding of the divine parposes to the mind, and we-

begin to obtain a slight kpowledge of the character of God, we
become satisfied and thmk that we !:lave recewed about all t.he

light that there is for us in the word of God. But the truth.
of God is infinite. With painstaking effurt, we shouid work in
the mines of sruth, discovering the precious jewels that have been
hidden. Itis the mbister's privilege to have a constant supply of
fresh trath for the people. He should be in such a position that
he can Bring from the tressure-house of God not the same thing
over and gver, but new heaunty, and pew fruth.

The 8pirit of God will rest upon the diligent searcher for truth.
He who desires the truth iu his heart. who longs for the working |
of its power upon the life and charaeter, wili be sure to have it.
8ays the Baviour, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after rightecusness; for they shall be filled.” When minjaters
themselves taste and see that the Lord is good, when their minds
are filled with the thoughts of heaven; then the eternal realitivs of
the unseen world will open to their uuderstanding, and they will
be able to presext the truth of God, and it will make an impression
upon human minds. Those who seck for more and still more of
the 8pirit of God, will ot be disappointed.”

Then, if we are disappointed, brethren, and do not
receive the Spirit, who will be to blame? We will
Why .will we not receive it? DBecause we cease to
geek it. We should continue to study with the
unction that comes from heaven, and that will teach
us individually, every one. My dear brethren, we,
are coming into a time when there will be thou-
sands of voices and manifestations of different kinds
to draw the child of God from the one important
thing, the truth that pertains to this time. And
this is not a great way in the future. Where is our
safety ? 1t is in our Lord Jesus Christ, and in hav-
ing our judgment so enlightened by him that we.
can discern the truth, and then Christ will be re-
vealed to us and we shall see and understand the
way. Again another paragraph:-—

“No man ¢an have insight into the word of God without the
fliumination of the Holy Bpirit. If we will but eome into the
right position hefore God, his light will shine apon us, in rich.
clear rays. This was the experience of the eariy diseiples. The
scripturés declare that * when the day of pentecost was fully come,
they were afl of one accord in one place. And stddenly there
came & sound from heaven as of ‘a rushing, mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they Were sitiing. And there appeared-
noto them cloven tougnes like as ‘of fire, and it sat upon each of--
themx. And they were a.ll filted with the Holy Ghost, and began ko
speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance, -
God is willing to give us a similar hleasing, when we seek for it i
earnestly, :

“The Lord did not lock the reservoir of héaven, after pouting his
Spirit upon the early disciples. We, also, muy receive of the fill-
ness of his hlessing., Heaven is fuli of the {reasnres of his grace, °
and those who come to God in faith may elaim all that he has
promised. If we 40 pot have bis power, it is because of our spirit- |
ual 1et.hargy, our lndiffereoce, our indolence. Let us come out of
this formality and deadness "

Brethren, we want to come out of our deadnesa,
and have our souls stirred and have them.quickened
and come to the fountain, Christ iz the fountain,
and when We come there with that intensity of in--
terest that will not be satisfied, and will seck with
honesty of heart and purpose, -God will then open .
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. the treagure-house of his truth to each one of us.
You want to take an advance step. Now I have an-
other expression I wish to read here, it is in refer-
- ¢nce to our receiving the Spirit of God, and realizing
that our sins are forgiven. There is more to this
question than we have solnetimes thought. The
Lord wants that I, personally, should know that the
Haviour is to me to-day just as much and even niore
than he was to-the disciples when they walked this
earth, The promise of the Holy Spirit that is re-
ferred to in what T have just read, that was given to

the disciples, was given to them to take the place of,

the personal presence of our Lord Jesus Christ; and
that promise came to them because they knew
«Christ and because their sing had been forgiven, I
will read you the Bible on it. John 14:16, 17:
© “And I will pray the Father, and he will give you

another Comforter, that he may abide with you for--

-ever.  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth him wvot, neither
knoweth him; but ye know hlm for he dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you.”

‘God has promised blessings to his people. 1t is
those whose sins have been forgiven and who know
their Sawiour that have a fullness they have not
received before. This is the out-pouring of the
Spirit of God. It is the loud ery of the third angel’s
message. The first step is having the heart cleansed
from sin, When the heart is cleansed by the blood
of Christ, we will go right on in accomplishing the
work that God ‘has for us to do.
there are promises for his people.

The Holy Spirit was to take the place of Christ’s
personal presence.
personal presence with us here this morning, and

suppose that he said right here'in our midst that’

our ging were forgiven. I suppose it «ould give us
a_ joy that we can bardly describe.
coming of the Ioly Spirit for? To take the place
of this, The Holy Spirit should come into the
heartto do the sane thing, and even more than his
presence. “1 have yef many things to say unto
Fou, but ye cannot bear them now, Howbeit, when
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you
into all truth: for he ‘shall not. speak of himself;
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:
and he will show you things to come” John
16:12, 13, -
When they saw Chrlst his personal presencé lim-
ited their comprehension to grasp the things that he
spoke.  But the Holy Spirit was to' come to unfold
and keep unfolding to their minds the truth that he
tanght., Consequently that Spirit will give s a con-
fidence and assurance in Christ that his personal
presence would give, and even greater fullness than

that. There is no limit to the Spirit of God, and -

Xen, this is Christ in us.

I praise God that

Suppose we could have Christ’s.

What is the’

there is no circumseribing what it will do for the
people of God. "My dear brethreuand sisters, just as
sure as God poured out his Spirit on the day of Pen- -
tecost and it did great things for them there, and
prepared them to go to the uttermost parts of the
earth with the gospel, just so certainly will that
gospel fit his people in the closing hours of the gos-
pel to do a greater work. "This is simply the final
triumph of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Shall we say
we have this when we have Little interest to take it
in his word as he reveals it to us? My dear breth-
We come to the word, and
he gives his Spirit to unfold its light, and we rejoicé
in him. '

Here is a testimony which was written last De-
cember, “To him who is content to receive without
deserving, who feels that he can never.recompense
such love, lays all thoughts and unbelief asidé, and
comes as a little child at the feet of Jesus, all the
treasures of eternal love are the free and everlaustmg,
glﬂ:! »

The other day one brother sald after leaving the
Tabernacle, “I am about in despair; it seems that
there has never been a good thing in my whole life.”
Then he was about in the condition to come without
deserving anything. The man who can come that
way, and lay all doubt aside, and sit at the feet of
Jesus, and who says, “ Now thou must teach me,”
has all things before him. These are the treasures
of eternal love. Tt is for you and for me. The only’
difficulty that stands in the way is when we think
we deserve something. If we do nof have it, then
we do think we deserve something. May God help.
us to become undeserving, Everything that is good,
brethren and sisters, I want to repeat againif I say it
in every discourse, comes from the Lord Jesus Christ.

I spoke to you Friday about the power of God. I
want to 8ay one word more on that. The power of God
that is in his word will take care of ug physically, I
do not say by that that one will never be sick or die.
But I do say that when'a man trusts in God and has
only God’s work before him, the devil himself can-
not kill him till he gets his work done.” Then the’
Lord lets him die. [Voices: Let him rest] One of

. our gisters in New England, who died a short time

ago, who embraced the message in 1842, and who
suffered extremely, said to those who were with her,
that it seemed good to think thatshe was going to be
laid away a little while to rest In the grave. Men
may-die, and they will die right along Wwhile proba-
tion'lasts, But I tell you the Lord gives a special
blessing to the dead, ¢ Blessed are the dead that die -
in the Lord.” But on the other hand he takes care
of his servants, There is power in the gospel of
Christ to take care of those that trust in him and
engage'in his ‘work.
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“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel fo every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall
follow them that believe; in my name shall they
cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
they shall take up serpents; and if they drigk any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” Mark
16:15-18. Paul, you know, was bitten by a serpent
once, but I do not suppose he had a thought of
dying.
testify, and he simply shook the serpent off into the
fire. You remember he wag stoned once, and the
brethren who stood around him were doubtless
talking about burying him, All at once he got up
and went off about his work. There iz a power in
the gospel to take care of a man’s life, and the devil
cannot kill him. Read the 18th verse again, and if
there is not health in that promise, I do not know
where you will find itin the Bible. The bite of a
serpent will not kill you; you ean drink a deadly
drink and it will not hurt you, and if you get sick
you won't die, s0 long as the Lord has any work for
you to do. * Godliness is profitable unto all things,
having the promise of the hfe that now is and that
which is to come.”

There is something more in it than that Now if
I should ask you, Do you believe there is salvation
in the life of Jesus Christ ? you would say, Yes. Now
if I should say there was salvation in every emation
of Christ when he was a babe at his mother’s breast,
what would you say? [Voice: Amen.] Brother
Jones says, Yes.
fested through Jesus Christ from his first inception
into humanity but what there i3 salvation init. It
is true, and I would like to stop and prove it. The
vighteousness of Christ is worth something when you
getit. It goes back to the first inception of human-
ity. Do you beligve God smaply forgives your sins
and leaves you there? T tell you the righteousness
of Jesus Christ covers the life and it goes back to
the very cradle.
David in the 22nd Psalm, “when I was upon my
mother’s breast.” If you can mention one minute
of the life of Christ that does not contain salvation,
suppose a person dies at that minute, he will be
lost. If you can set aside one minute in the life of
Christ, then sotne one else can set ‘aside a day or a
week or & month and so on; but, brethren, we have

. a perfect Saviour. Thou makest my way perfect,”
says David. How longis the way? Ever since you
were” born.

You never had a good thmo in all that way, but

the Lord has been over that way before you, and he
had everything that was good, and not a single

The Lord was sending him to Rome to-

“have it, but the word of God is better,

There wag not an emotion mani-

“Thou didst make me hope,” says

mistake, and when he imputes that righteousness he
goes clear back and makes a thorough work of it,
and puts your sins where you never can find theri,
David says they shall be as far as the east is from
the west. Iow far is that on a round world? You
never can get fo it. You go around the world, and
it will always be on the other side. Jeremiah says,
“They shall be sought for and shall not be found. ”
Who will look for them ?— The devil is always pry-
ing around to find them. Why ecan they not be
found ?—Because God has pardoned them. There
is not a single act of the life of Jesus Christ but
what contains salvation.

Now read the temptation of Christ in the 4th of
Matthew. Christ had been fasting forty days, and the
devil comes to him and asks him to work a miracle
to supply his own physical needs. All the words
imply that it was his physical strength which was’
weakened by the fast. The devil said, “ You cannob
live unless you have something to eat. It is all
right for you to eat.” This was Satan’s temptation.
The Saviour answered him,« It is written, Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Verse 4, What
kind of life? — Physical life. Then does not that’
Bible sustain me physically? Bread is good if you'
Will Gods”
word then sustain me 7—Yes, o

Read Deut. 8:2, 3. Here the Lord shows that he,
fed the children of Israel in a way that they did not’
know, that they might know that man should not
live by bread alone but by the word of God. " That
was physieal life that he gave them. God leads ug ™

- by his truth into positions that would seem to cut us

off frdin every worldly prospect. This is true; butl
there is powér in the word of God "to ‘viake pro-
vision for every want in this life. God will fake
care of the man that trusts his'word. All'that God

.would have us believe is that there is power'in ébey-
ing God’s word, That power will open the way be-

fore us, and will supply our physical wants, You' '
know this Is so. I doubt not' there are scores in th1s
congregation who know this is so. .

Some time ago a Methodist minister embraced the
truth, taking hold of it thoroughly, and his' support
wag cut off. . But the Lord in various ways supplied
his need. Then he was distressed because he did
not know how to go and preach the message. He
had studied histories in scheol, but he did not know
how to put things together and preach on the fulfill-

ment of prophecy etc., as those who had studied the

truth a long time. But he had hold upon Christ. ©
Some thought that he was hardly sound in the faith
because he preached Christ so much. There came
an opportunity for him to enﬂ‘age in work, and as he
sought the Lord for help, a vdice seemed to come to
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h1m “1 W111 teach you” He did not know how
this would be done, but he began to preach on thé
prophecies, and as he preached the Lord unfolded
them before him, and as he went along everything
was made clear and plain. The Lord himself taught
him, and he has had success in the work and has
brought out a company of sixteen or sewnteen and
all of them are workers.

In the 4th verse of thiy chapter, God says, “Thy
raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy
foot swell, these {orty years” Now God would have
us s1mply tiust him. He would have us see his
promlses and his word, and see nothing else. And
as we see it and go forward 1o do God’s will, and
forget everything else, God will take care of us. If
it does not come from heaven direct it will come
gome other'way. We will get the bread all the same.

If e take his precious word and believe that there.
is sa.lva.tlon in it, he will teach us hlmself and we.

*will get the light and knowledge of his truth.. The
trouble is we have not seen these things and we have
not helleved God as we should. We have reasoned
foo much, But the very first thing and the very

last thing and the most important thing of life, is fo .

obey God and do his bidding. When we do that he
takes all the résponsibility of the poisonous.serpents
and deadly drinks and sicknesses and everything eise,
for he will carry us throdgh until we triumph in
glory.

" CHRIST'S OWNERSHIP.— No. 2

ELDER R. A. UNDERW'GOD.

ADAM SOLD HIMSELF TGO BECOMF A BLAVE,

’\IAN did not appreciate the value of life, nor his
beautiful home which had been given to him by
Christ; therefore he bartered them away for naught.
In the conquest of Batan he captured man and his
possessions, as the following seriptures show: “ For
thus. saith the Lord, ye ‘have scld yourselves for
nought.” Tsa. 52:8. “I am carnal, sold under sin,”
Rom. 7:14. “Of whom a man iz overcome, of the
same is he brought in bondage” 2 Peter 2:19.
#But one in a certain place testified, saying, What
i8 man; that thou art mindful of him? or the son of
man, that thou visitest him? Thou madest him
a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him
with glory and honor, and didst set him over'the
works of ¢thy hands: thou hast put all things din
subjection under his feet. Forin-that he put all in

subjection under him, he leff nothing that is not -put. -

under him [man]. Butsnow we seenot yeb all things
put under him.” . Heb, 2:6-8. -Man. has been

- swindled, and the glorious. gﬁt of God to himwas

lost. In this condition roan is left a s}a;ve to gl

~ kingdom of Christ is set up on earth.

and his home has passed into the hands of his con-
queror,

When Christ is about to pay the “ price ” of man’s
redemption, Satan presents man’s lost possession to
Christ, as the crowning act of his temptations, in
these Words “And the devil, taking him up into a
high mountain, showed unto him all the kingdoms
of the world in & moment of time. And the devil
gaid unto him, All this power will T give thee, and
the glory of them : for that is delivered unto me; and
to whomsoever L will, 1 give it.”) Luke4:5, 6.

Will the plan and purpose of Christ concerning
man be defeated? No, for Christ had become man’s
surely (2 Tim. 1:9; Heb. 7:22) even before Adam
wag created, when the plan was laid to create man
Jree to choose righteousness, or sin.  Therefore Christ
does not leave mar in hopeless despair, but immedi-
ately offers to

PURCHASE MAN

and his lost estate atan infinite cost, 1n these Words _

~ %1 will put enmity between thee and the woman,

and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise
thy hend, and thow shalt bruise his heel” Gen. 3:15.
“ For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves
for: nought; and ye shall be redeemed without money.”
Isa. 52:3. When this promise was made and ac-
cepted by Adam, it was (if you will allow the
expression), a promigory note, given to man by .
Christ, due in four thousand years, secured by the

MORTGAGE OF EVERY WORLD AND INTELLIGENCE IN
' THE UNIVERSE,

aside Trom the eternal Father. In other words every

“world and intelligence created by Christ was jeopar-

dized in the purchase of manand his lost home. Are
these statements too strong?  Let us see.

Of Christ’s mission to earth, he says, “ For the Sen
of man is come to seek and to save that which was
lost.” Luke 19:710. Again, “ Ye are bought with a
price, be not ‘ye the servants of men;” “and ye are
not your own, for ye ate bought with a price: there-
fore glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God’s” 1 Cor. 7:23; §:19, 20, Christ
came . into this woild, not only to redeem man’s -
body; spirit, and life, but’his home also. And he
does thig, not with “ corruptible things, as gold and
silver, .. . but with the precious blood of Christ.”

.1 Peterl 18 19.

In this present life the gospel of Jesus Chmt is
the power of God to.change or redeem the life &nd -
spirit of man, but the body and the “purchased
possession ” will fot be' réstored to man in ifs re-
deemed glorlﬁed condltwn “until the. everlasting
“For the
ereation was subjectsd to vanity, not of its own will,

- but:by reason -of him.who subjected it, in hope that

1,o. TR ha o
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the creation itself also shall be delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory
of the children of God. For we know that the whole
ereation grooneth and travailsth in pain together until
now., And not only so, but ourselves also, which
have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting for our adoption, to
wit, the redemption of our body.” Rom. 8:20-23
(R.V.).

We now enquire, What was the price paid for
man’s redemption? Was it gold or silver, or the most
costly sparkling diamonds of earth 7—Oh no, it was
the #fe of the only begotten Son of God. And this not
‘only embraced the death of Christ, but he must five
for man, and conguer for man with all the disabilities
. of the fallen race upon him. In doing this he runs
the risk of lusing Ais own ewistence as well as the existence
of all he had created and upheld. In proof of this over-
whelming truth, I will present the “ Testimonies”
and the Bible, with but little comment. “For he
‘hath made him to-be sin for us, who knew no sin;
. that we might be made the rightecusness of God in
him.” 2 Cor. 5: 21. ¥ For what the law could not do,
in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
dondemmned sin in the flesh.” Rom.§: 3,

“Tor it became bim, for whom are all things,.and
by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto
glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth
and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which
cause he is not ashamed to ¢all them brethren. . . .
Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, Ae also himself Likewise took part of the
same, wherefore in all things it behooved him to be
made like unto his brethren, that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertain-
ing to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that he himself hath suffered being
tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted.”
Heb. 2: 10-18. “¥or we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our in-
firmities; but was in all points tempted lke as we are,
yet without sin.” Heb. 4:15

From “Temptations of Christ” I read: —

“ Many bold that from the nature of Christ it was impossible

for Satan’s temptations to weaken or overthrow lim; then Christ

conld mot bave been placed in Adam’s poshion to go over the
"ground where Adam stumhbled and fell; he couid not have gained
the victory that Adam failed to gain, If man has in any sense a
more tryiog conflict $o endure thao had Ci.u-ist. then Christ i3 not

able to succor him when tempted. Christ teok humanily with il

its linhilities.  He fook the natwre of man cnpable of yaeldmg o temp-
oo, and with thre same aid that men may obtam, he withstood
the temptations of Satan and conquered the same a8 .we may con-
quer. . .- For'four thousand years the race had ‘been decreasmg
in size aud physicai strength and deteriara.tmg 0 meral Worth,

and ia order to elevate fallen mae Christ must reack him Wwhere
he stood.  He assumed human noture, bearieg the infirmities and
degeneracy of the race. He humiliated himself to the lowest
depths of human woe, that he might sympathise with man and
rescue him from the degradation into which sin had pluaged him.
It is not true that humanity has trials to bear which the Son of
God has not experienced. Christ’s victory may he ours, by faith
we conguer in him,”?

TEMPTATIONS OF CHRIST.

1 cannot explain Aow the divine Son of God, who
was the Creator and the upholder of the universe,
could do this. That is the * mystery” that “the
angels desire tolook into.” 1 Pet.1:12. But when the
Bible declares it to be so, I believe it. We can see
better the meaning of the apostle’s words, “The
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain fogether until
now,” when we understand that every world in
space was jeopardized in the humiliation of Christ to
live and die for man with all the liabilities of a fallen
race upon him, The unfallen worlds are deeply
concerned in the great problem of disposing of sin.

‘t All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study of
God’s redeemed. Unfettered hy mortality, they wing their tirelezs
flight to worlds afar,— worlds that thrilled with surrow at the
speetacle of buman woe, and rang with songs of gladness at the
tidings of a ransomed soul.” — “ @rest Controversy,” page 677.

Again T read from “Great Controversy,” p. 508: —

“In the Saviour’s expiring ery, * Tt is finished,” the Geathknéli
of S8atan was rung. The greai controversy which had been so
long in progress was then decided, and the final eradication of evil
wag made certain.”

It is clear from these statements that Christ, in or
der to purchase man, must take man’s nature, capa-
ble of yielding to j;empta,tion, and that he must be
“tempted in all points like as we are.” In this he
takes upon himself the risk of a possible failure, for
man had failed. You see at once that this inveolves
the possibility of losing his own existence and alf
that he upheld. It was not till the Saviour’s expir-.
ing ery, “ It is finished,” that the long (:ontroversy
was *“ decided ¥ and Christ’s victory made © certain.”

“ God so loved the world” that with the gift of Christ.
the whole ereated universe was placed in the balance
against one tiny speck of the creation! This unfath-
omable love of God to man Christ wants us to know.

In his prayer to the Father he said, “That the
world may know that thou hast sent me and Aast
loved them, as thou hast loved me.”  John 17:23.

Eternity alone can reveal the infinite “price™
paid for man’s redemption. When the saved shall
have the privilege of visiting the untold millions of”
worlds and beholding their glory (Ps. 91:1; Jsa.
40: 26), and fally realize that the price of their. saii’a—
tion included ol these, then the depth of the w_rsdom,
know]edge, and the love of God will appear in a hew
light. * IHe that spared not his own Son, but delivéred



GENERAL CONFERENCE DAILY BULLETIN.

141

him up for us all, how shall he not with him also
freely give us all things?” Rom. 8:32.

Man having lost his possessions, God does not restore
.them to him at once, but places him as a steward
over another man’s goods, giving him ample oppor-
tunity to test his character and to show his appre-

- ciation of so valuable a gift. “ For the kingdom of
heaven is a3 & man traveling into a far country, who
called his own servants, and delivered unto them his
goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to another
two, and to another one ; to every man according to
his several ability; and straightway took his jour-
ney.” Matt. 25:14, 15,

“He that is faithful inthat which is least is faith-
ful also in much; and he that is unjust in the least
is unjust also in much! And if ye have not been
faithful in that which is another man’s, who shall
give you that which is your own?” Luke 16:10,12.
Through the fall man became morally and tem-
porally bankrupt The moral image of Christ can
“be, and must be, if ever, restored to man in this pro-
bationary life. Christ has promised to refurn to the
faithful steward the * possession” man lost. Christ
has “purchased” it, and his promise to resbore
the whole earth to his faithful servant is found in
Gen. 22:17,18; Rom. 4:13; Dan. 7:27. “And if
ve be Christ’s, then are yé Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise.” Gal. 3:29.

-+ Through the mercy and love of God man is given
a'second trial. The same test of character is brought
to bear upon the race, but under less favorable cir
eumstances so far as man’s condition is concerned.
Man is no longer that free ruler, holding dominion
over all theearth. No; hehas become a bond-gervant
to the one-that has overcome him, and the earth is
no longer his, yet, “ by reason of him, who subjected
it in.hope,” man is permitted to wander upon the
earth as'a stranger-and pilgrim. After many years
of man’s pilgrimage, Jacob states the condition of the

whole human family on this earth since the fall as

follows: “Few and evil have the days of the years
of my life been, and have not attained unto the days
of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of
their pilgrimage.”

In Heb. 11:9-16 we learn that Abmham and his
children acknowledged themselves as strangers dwell-
ing in a land of promise, and that they all died in
. faith, not having received the promise. Abraham
‘and the royal line of faith confessed that they had ne
title to this earth, but by fiith they looked: forward
to its final redemption through Christ.

-.Man is on trial now, as a steward of another man’
goods, il ib is {fully determined whether hewill re-
cognize Christ as the rightful owner of the earth and
all therein, Satan disputes Christ’s .title—he is
ealled— . .- L -

“THE DISPUTER OF THIS WORLD,” 1 cor. 2: 20,

Has Christ bought this world? Does he own it?
The great question for each one fiow to settle is, “On
which side of this controversy do I stand?” Many
suppose that they own considerable of this worldand
boast of their possessions, but what says the Lord up-
on this important question? “I will take no bullock
out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds, For
every beast of the forest is mine, and the caifle upon a
thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains
and the wild beasts of the field are mine. If I were
hungry I would not tell thee: for the world is mine,
and the fullness thereof.” Ps. 50: 9-12. Again,
* The silver iz mine and the gold s mine, saith the Lord.”
Hag. 2: 8. Again, “ For the Lord your God is God
of gods, and the Lord of lords, & great God, a mighty
and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor
taketh reward ; he doth execute the judgment of the
fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in
giving him food and raiment.” Deut;10: 17,18,

Of a fallen church the Lord says: ¥ For she did
not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and

multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared - -

for Baal. Therefore will I return; and take away my
corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the season
thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax given to
covar her nakedness Hogea 2:8, 9. My brethren,
those broad acres of corn, rve, and wheat, are the
Lord’s. That vineyard of grapes, that ﬁeld of flax
and cotton, is the Lord’s. Your “clip” of wool,
yaur manufactured oil, your butter and milk, are
the Lord’s. Yes, your multiplied merchandise,
silver and gold, those fine herds of horses, cattle,
and sheep are all the Lord’s. The beautiful birds,
the flowers, the golden grain, the luscious fruits, and
our raiment, yea, all are the Lord’s.

Then what has man of which to boast? Some
persons boast of thewr wisdom and strength, but if
man has wisdom and ability of mind or body, has
he occasion for Boasting of these? Tlear the word
of God upon thié point: “And thou’ say in thine
heart, My power and. the might of my hand hath
gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt remember the
Lord thy God; for @ is he that giveth thee power to get
weaith, that he may establish his covenant which he
sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.” Deut. .
8:17,18. “ Every man's fudgment cometh from the
Lord.” Prov, 29:26. We may well inquire, What
have we that we have not recelved? and if we have
nothing, why do we glory im it, as though we had
not received it? - Is'it not because we are unwilling
to glory in the cross of Christ, and recognize Chnst
as the rightful owner of the earth and the fullness
thereof?,

This is the truth that God was seeking to teach
Pharaoh .and -his people: “And Moses said unto
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him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will
spread abroad my hands unto the Lord, and the
thunder shall cease, neither shall there be any more
hail; that thou mayest Enow Avw that the earth s the
Lord’s” Ex. 9:29. David proclaims the same
. truth, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.”
Ps. 24:1. The Apostle Paul repeats the same:
“ For the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.”
1 Cor. 1:26. Let the people say “Amen” and
“Amen.” Oh, why should we deny Christ’s claim
when we have been purchased at such a © price”?
Let us acknowledge with joy, by word and deed that
the earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.
Before closing this lesson, let us call to mind a few
points already considered. ’

1. The position which God had given to Christ was
coveted by Lucifer, and he dlsputed Christ’s przonty
of ownership of the world.

2. ‘The laws of God are the outgrowth of principles
of righteousness, and the well-being and "happiness
of all intelligences depend upon obedience to the
game. ]

3. I seeking for the control of that which he
had not the power to uphold, Lucifer was asking for
that which could only work his ruin. Death was
in it -

4, Chms’s created the world and all therein, and
gave it to Adam, with one exception,

5. Man sold out for nought to Satan and became
a slave.

6. Christ purchases man at the infinite cost of the
life and existence of himself and all the universe
which he upholds.

7. Man is given a socond trial, but no lnn-rer as
the ruler of the earth, but as a st;ewa,rd of Chnsts
goods.

8. By miracles through Moses the prophets, and

‘ apostics the Lord has been teaching man that this
world and all therein ig the © purchased possession ¥
of Christ. - ) )

9. The Spirit of God through the “ Testimonies ”
has said that no means should be spared to make
plain the fact that the world and all therein 4 the

 Lord’s.

10. Andthat, when we areall constantly impressed
with this thouwht that we have been bought with a
price, and are only stewards of Jesus Christ; then

there will be no lack of sympathy with Christ in the.

sa.ivatmn of souls. .

We now 1nqu1re By what are we to be censbanfsiy
led to a recognition of the fact that all we are and
have 43 the Lo'rd’_s, not our own ?

“Q Lord, our Lord, how exeellent s thy name in
all the ea.rth »

R e -

20 to waste.

STATE AGENTS’ CONVENTION.—No. 6.

TIME.

Tar sessions of the State Agents’ Convention of
Friday and Sunday were devoted to the consider-
ation of the above topic, which was presented by
E. E. Miles. . )

The fourth commandment tells how to use all of
our time and God’s time. Therein we are charged to
remermber the Sabbath to keep it holy, and we must’
remember it all the week in order to keep it holy
when it comes. This commandment says wo should
labor six days in the week. Now withdut doing
any violence to the text, I will render it for the can-
vassers, in accordance with the laboring part,
leaving the Sabbath idea untouched : —

Remember the canvassing time to keep it sanctified;
evenings, mornings and Sundays shalt thou study
and attend to all preparatory work, but the hours in
which canvassing may be done belong tothe people
whom thou hast been sent to save; in them thou
ghalt not sleep, nor do any preliminary work, theu
nor any member of thy company; for ve are not
vour own, ye have been bought with a price, and ye
are debtors both to the Greeks and the Barbarians;
both to the wise and the unwise; wherefore the can-
vassing time shall be sacredly guarded, and none of
it squandered nor taken for other work:

First, I would remark that the word sa,nctlﬁed
implies that a certain portiog of time has been defi-

. nitely set apart, and this the canvasser should do.

He should have a program, or-a definite division
of time, and as much time as his strength and the
circumstances will permit should be devoted to
actual canvassing, This time must be remembered
constantly,.so that it shall not be encroached upon
in any way. It will be observed that no time is to
Some ig to he used in study, and some
in preparing for work in the field. If you ask me,
How much tinre should be devoted to the canvassing

. busingss, my answer is, Twenty-four hours in the

day. Rest and recreation is a part of the business,
and the canvasseranust have his hours for sleep, and
he must see to it that he retires on time. As one
writer puts it, he must use the night in manufacturing
snap and sparkle for the next day.

Note the reason assighed why the canvassing
hours shall be guarded. : .

A commandment,—a law. To what extent is it
divine? It is made up partly of scripture: Divine
law i3 a transcript of God’s character. This is a law
of action, or of life i action, and life and action are
attributes of Deity. Our God is the trie and iving
God. Said Christ, the Word, the Living Law, “ My
Father worketh hitherto and I work.” He who.wag

_God and who came to represent God, was impatient
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to begin his work, before the time even, and we are
told that all heaven iz impatient now to see the
work of God move more rapidly on earth. Af the
age of twelve we hear him saying, “ Wist ye not
that T must be about my Father’s business?” And
after entering upon his public ministry his tfesti-
mony is, “T must work while the day lasts, for the
night cometh when no man can work.”

Action ig agtendant upon life; where there is life
there is action, and there-ig no action where there is
no life.  Man was created a living soul; hence he be-
came an aective being, and he wag given work to do-
“ Patriarchs and Prophets” says that God made no
provision for the stagnating practice of idleness.

Since the fall of man he is dead to the work of
God, but Christ came that we might live again. TIie
says, “T am comethat they might have life,and that
they might have it more abundantly.” John 10:10.
“Created in Christ Jesus unto good works,” iz an
expression of the apestle Paul in Eph. 2:10; and
the “law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” he says,
made him free from the law of sin and death, or, if
you please, from the law 0f inactivity in the things
of God. Every Christian is a Ilively stone in the
temple of God. He rests upon the great corner
stone, Jesus Christ, and he is made alive and active
by being in touch with him. Keel. 9: 4

What the canvasser needs most of all iz a thorough
conversion. If he will but climb Peter's ladder, he
will be active in the work of spreading the knowl-
edge of Christ. Note the exhortation to diligence in
adding these Christian graces and the reason as-
signed for it. (Read 2 Pet. 1:5-8)

God first gives us a new life, and then he commits
t0 us his work. 2 Cor. 5:17,18. We are t0 be a
lwing sacrifice. Rom. 12:1. In Christ’s stead. 2 Cor.
5:17-20; John 17:18. Notice how Christ laboved.
Mark 8:30; John 4:31-34. We should not, lose
sight of the vastness of the work, the shortness of
time, and the small number of workers. John
10:85, 36; Luke 10:1, 2. There is no time to be
lost. Luke 9:59-62; 10:3, 4; Neh. 6:3, 4 Our
great lack is executive ability, or wisdom. 1 Kings
3; Prov. 6:6-8; 24.:24-28,

In setting forth the necessity of improving the time
diligently while engaged in the canvassing business,
consider the effect of a waste of time. Prov. 6: 9-11;
24:30—34; 23:21;20:4;, 2 Thess. 3:10. Read
what diligence will do. Prov. 22: 2. We should
study to be approved unto God. 2 Tim. 2: 15 ; Prov.
10: 3-5.  Our service should be hearty. Col. 5: 22-
24. TFaithfulness should characterize our work.
Matt. 25: 21, 23, 26. The canvasser should have
some standard of success.-— What the year should
bring forth. Put in full time, now and all the time—
heat and cold and stormy weather. Eecl 11: 4-8.

“Our probation is about ended.” Eternal riches
are soon to be ours; cannot we wait a little for our
conveniences and luxuries, that we may give more
time to the work? “All heaven is impatient.”
Love shows itself in service. Love Christ and you
will love the work. Time is lost by too frequent and
irregular deliveries; by roaming about taking orders;
by changing fields of labor; by having too many
workers in the same ferritory, or working from the
same center; by unnecessary correspondence; walt-
ing for the mail; by being only fair weather work-
ers; by staying in to entertain friends; by going fo
see the sights; going to meet people at the trains,
or {o see friends who are passing through town; by
carrying the progpectus in a trunk when moving; by
missing the car, or the train.

Put the fast and the slowtogether; make uge of the
example set by the few diligent ones. In teaching
canvassers how to -meet specific difficulties, give
them line upon kine and precept upon precept, heve
a little and there a little, again and again, and just
when it is needed; It is not enough to teach things
once in a general way, but the State agent must be
a watchman. He must see the danger coming and
give the warning just when needed.

The canvasser must feel that he has been called of
God to the work —that they have.a work to do and
that they must do it, else they can nevet say, “1
have finished the work thou gavest me to do;” “T
have fought a good fight.” ‘ o

Teach by example. Stir yourself, and they will
stir. Locate canvassers” where they will not be
tempted to go home, or to visit relatives or friends. .
Teach them to stay out weeks and months at a timé,
and not to come back to headquarters too often.
Teach them to work alone in thickly populated ter-
ritory and to be independent of others in their work,
Get Gentile help at home. Tsa.61. Teach them the
importance of the proper care of health.

Many canvassers lose much time before, during,
and after deliveries that might be saved. This also
applies to holidays, show days, etc. Work steadily,
but do not over-do. Patronize street cars and use
horse and econvevance When such can be done to
advantage! Keep in motion and leave dread be-
hind. Dont spend time and strength in needless
talk about experiences of the day, nor in visiting or
correspondence.

Many forcible flustrations were presented, also
important stalistics, emphasizing the necessity for
canvassers to use the utmost economy in the matter
of time. None should be allowed fo run to waste;
wasted time results in serious detriment to the work
of the canvasser in numerous ways,

At the meeting of the convention held on Monday,
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an interesting paper was read by ¥. W. Morse, on
the subject of
RE-CANVASSING TERRITORY,

which cannot be ingerted in the Bunreriv for lack
of space.

THE MIND OF CHRIST.— No. 5.
ELDER R. C. PORTER,

At 7 ». m. Elder Porter gave his fifth lesson upon
“The Mind of Christ.” He said: In the study of
the word of God, we should remember that Christ is
the great Teacher, and all who wish to learn ghould
come into close relation to him. Then we have the
blessed assurance that we shall know the truth. We
should take it upon us to carefully seek the Lord for
light.

The last time I spoke 1 was, at the last moment,
answering the question as to who would take the
place in the purpose of God, made vacant by the
fall of Satan and his angels. I suggested that the
special company, the 144,000 will take their place.
Elder Porter then read from “ Patriarchs and Pro-
phets, ” where it says of Christ that —

“Tt was the marvel of all the universe that Christ should
humhle himself to save fallen man, That he who had passed
from star to star, from world to world, superintending ail, by hia
providence supplying the needs of every order of being i his vast
creation,— that he should consent to leave his glory and take upon
himself man’s nature, was a mystery which the sinless intelli-
genees of other worlds desired to understand.”?

We gee by this that Christ goes from star to star,

and we read of the 144,000 that they follow the
Lamb whithersoever he goeth. They go into his temple
and are continually in his presence. They sing a
song that no others can sing. The reason why no
others can sing that song is made clear by the fol-
lowing statement from “ Testimony, No. 32,7 p. 228,
229: —
' “The remnant chureh will he trought into great trial and dis-
tresg. Those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesns, will feel the ire of the dragon aud his hosts. Satan num.
hers the world as his subjects, he has gained contrel of the apostate
¢hurches; but here is a little company that are resisting his
supremacy. . . . Their only hope is in the mercy of God; their
only defense will he prayer.”’

This will be what the people of God will experi-
ence just before the coming of Christ. They will
have a fearful struggle with the powers of darkness.
The weapons of their warfare are not carnal, but
they are mighty through God. At that time, when
all the powers of the earth are arrayed against them,
what is to be their defense? “Their onfy defense
will be prayer.” Is it not $ime then that we should
he offering to God daily, sarnest and effectual prayer?

At that fime Satan attacks the character of the
saints. Thus we read further: —

“The tempter stands to accuse them. . , ., He presents their
weakress and folly, their sins of ingratitude, their unlikeness to
Christ, which bas dishonored their Redeemer. He endeavors to
affright the soul with the thought that their case is hopeless, that
the stain of their Jefilement will never he washed away. He
hopes to s0 destroy their faith that they will yield to his tempta-
tions, turn from their allegiance to Grod, and receive the mark of
the beast. Batan nrges hefore God his accusations against them,
declaring that they have hy their sins forfeited tbe divine pro-
iection, and claiming the right to destroy them as fransgressors,
He prouounces them just as deserving as himself of exelusion
from the favor of Ged. ¢ Are these,’ he gays, ‘the people who are
to take my place i heaven, and the place of the angels who united
with me 27 While they profess to obey the law of God, have they
kept its precepts ¢ Have they not been lovers of self more than
God? Have they not loved the things of the world ¢ Look at
the sins which have marked their lives, Behold their seifishness,
their malice, their batred toward ose apother!’

But God rebukes Satan. He says, “ I rebuke thee,
O Satan. I gave my life for these souls. They are
graven upon the palms of my hands.”

We have a similar experience recorded in the book
of Jude. Satan there stood as an accuser of Moses.
He disputed the right of Christ to raise the prophet
from the dead. Christ did not bring a railing accusa-
tion against Satan. He would not do as Satan was
doing, but he said, “The Lord rebuke thee.” And
the next we hear of Moses he appeared upon the
mount of transfiguration with Elias and held famil-
iar converse with Jesus. Let me refer again to the
144,000. They are an especially favored company.
They follow Christ wherever he goes. They follow
him on the earth and they follow him in heaven.
Then they must follow him on his missions of love
from star to star, studying the beauties of every
planet he has created. I will read right here from
“ Experience and Views,” p. 83, Sister White was
given a view of a distant planet, where she saw
Enoch. Thus she says: —

T agked him il this was the place he was takKen to from the
earth. He said, ‘It is not; the city i3 my home, and I have come
to visit this place.” He moved about the place a¢ if perfectly at
home, T1hegged of my attending apgel to let me remaiu in that
place. T could not hear the thought of coming back to this dark
world again. Then the angel said, * Yon must ge back, and if you
are faithfnl, yon, with the 144,000, shzall have the privilege of
visiting afl the worlds and viewing the handiwork of God.”

This was the very work Christ was doing before
he came to this earth, and We gee by this that the
144,000 will be doing the same thing. Because of
sin Batan and his angels were cast out of Heaven
and were not allowed to attend Christ while he went.
from planet to planet. We must expect to get rid
of sin that we may stand without a mediator while
the seven last plagues are falling. Our love should
be enlarged, and we should trust implicitly in the
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strong arm of the Lord. We must learn these les-

sons, and we must learn them rapidiy. And in
view of the scenes that we soon shall have to meet,
we can see the force in this statement from the
Review of Nov. 22, 1892:—

** Let everyone who claims to believe that the Lord 1s soon com-
ing, search the Scriptures as never hefore; for Satan is determined
to try every device possible to keep souls in darkuess, and blind
the mind to the perils of the times in which we are living, Let
every heliever take np bis Bikle with earnest prayer, that he may
he enlightened by the Heoly Spirit as to what is truth, that he may
know more of God, and of Jesus Christ whom he bas sent. Bearch
for the truth as for bidden ireasures, and disappoict the eurmy.
The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third angel
has already begun in the revelation of the righteonsness of Christ,
the sin-pardoming Redeemer.”

That is the way we should study the Scriptures,
now. There is a right way to study the Bible, and
there is a wrong way. I have tried it in the wrong
way, to my sorrow. We should b® praying to God
for his Holy Spirit. We cannot go from this Gener-
al Conference and do as we did before we came here.
Are we studying the Bible with earnest prayer? Are
we praying that God will lead the minds of the in-
structors? If not, we are on dangerous ground.
The loud cry “has begun.” Bhould not that arouse
us? And I want to say that we are not only to take
the words of Jesus that he is a revealer of sin, but
algg that he is a sin-pardoning Redeemer. In that
way we can defy the enemy of souls. Let us accept
the fact that we are just as bad as God says we are
and then let us take Jesus as the Redeemer, and dis-
courage the enemy.

Now let us proceed with the mind of Christ. “ Let
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”
T hope you will grasp this point. We have seen Christ
in his exalted position where he had all the plan of
God in his mind —the eternal purpose. That pur-
pose wag a kingdom of love, with a God of love at the
head; Jesus as equal with the Father, and ruling
over all, and all a dominion of love. If we study
the nature of God’s kingdom we shail find that the
principles that underlie the third angel’s message
were the principles of God’s government back in the
very beginning. There was every principle there
that we need to stand uwpon now. God was a God
of love. All things were created for his pleasure.
He takes pleasure only in love. “ Love seeketh not
her own.” '

That is the way God purposed to rule the worlds
he had created. But what did Satan say? “ Godis
not & God of love. He is not the truth.” He im-
pugned God’s character, Was God’s law not the law
of Jove? Was Satan’s charge true? He wasg a liar,
a murderer from the beginning. Let us see how he
got the dominion froma Adsm. He was a usurper
It was originaliy Christ’s dominion. Christ was ap-

pointed heir of all things. Heh. 1:1. How many
things? Of “all things” But Christ gave it to
man. It was Christ’s by right, and it was man’s by
rigcht. Has every man who wili receive the image
of God a right to this earth? Of course he has.
Then when Satan took the dominion he took it
by fraud and deception.

As we go out from this Conference to preach to
the people, we are to tell them that God is a God of
love. We shall tell them that Satan is a usurper
and a liar. That God is right, and that his charac-
ter and hig law is-right. That his law belng right is
unchangeable. We are to tell them how Batan got
possession of the dominion by fraud, by deception;
and the third angel’s message that we are going to
preach is the same old gospel taught by Jesus back
in the Eden of God. The same gospel that was pre-
sented to Adam, the gospel of love. Will it make
people mad? T expect it will affect some in that
way, but others will receive it in the same spirit that
it iz offered to them. They must accept it or they
cannet be happy.

“The law of love heing the foundation of the government of
God, the happiness of all intelligent beings dependsupon their per
fect accord with its great principles of righteousness, God desires
from all his creatures the service of love.” He takes no pleasure in
g foreed ohedience,’’— Patriarchs and Prophets,” p. 54.

What then is to be the propelling power of the
message? It is the love of God. We are to show
God’sjlove in contrast with Satan’s malice and hate.
God manifests his great love to us through Jesus
Christ, and asks us for our voluntary service. He
asks us for a service of love to him and to our fellow-
beings. We are to contrast this with Satan’s govern-
ment, that was begun in deceit and carried on oy
usurpation, and who still holds his subjects by the
unwilling chains of force.

Eider Porter here read the following from “Sup-
plement to Experience and Views,” p. 11—

I saw that the holy Sabbath is, and will he, the separating wall
between the true Israel of God and the unbeliever; and that the
Babhath is the great question fo unite the hearts of God’s dear,

waiting sainis. 1 saw that God bad children whe do pot see
and keep the Sabbath. They have not rejected the light upon it

"Apd at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were fAlled

with the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbatk
more fully. The commencement of the fime of trouble here men-
tioned, does not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to
be poured out, but to a short period just before they are poursd out,
while Christ is in the sanctuary.”

What is there in the Sabbath to show that God is
love? It points to the creation of the earth, to the
frees, the flowers, and the mountains. Why did he
make all these things? Because he loved us. Then
when we see in the Sabbath-commandment the
evidence that God ig the creator-of all things, and
all things are for us, shall we not see his love better?
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That the Sabbath is an expression of love may be
geen in that it contains God’s name. Bible names
are expressive of character. Jacob, the supplanter,
became Israel, the overcomer. Jesus means Saviour.
God said .of Jesus, “my pame is in him.” God’s
name ig the same as Christ’s, The first we do to
get acquainted with a person is to learn their name.

Moses had a remarkable experience. He wanted
a closer acquaintance with God. So he gaid, “I be-
seech thee, show me thy glory.” Then the Lord hid
him in a cleft of the rock, and made all his goodness
pass before him. Thus 1t was done. “And the
Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him
there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And
the Lord passed by before him and proclaimed, The
Lord, the Lord God, mereiful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.” Ex.
33 and 34. That is what he wants“to do for every
one of us. He wants to shut us in with Christ and
reveal to us his glory and his name. We must each
learn it for ourselves. No one else can reveal it to
s but Christ. When we sin he wants us to acknowl-
edge it, and then believe he ig a God of love, who
forgives iniquity, transgression, and sin.

Christ is the faithful and true witness. e also
testified that God is truth. He comes to give the
game testimony upon the earth. It is that God’s
law is just, and that itis love. The greatest comn-
mandment in the law is that we should love the Lord
with all the heart. Said Jesus, “I have declared
unto men thy name, and will declare it: that the
love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them,
“and I in them.” John 17:26. What was that
name that he had declared to them? It was love.
When we have that name, and go and tell people
what it is, we shall declare him to be a God of love.
And why are they to do this? That the world
may know that thou hast loved them ag thou hast
loved me.” Then what Christ wants of us is that we
shall acknowledge him in that way, and present him
in that way. The Sabbath islove; for it hasin it the
name of God, and it points to the Creator whose love
is felt throughout the universe.

i will notice the message to the prophetic church,
the church of Philadelphia. In 1844 there was set
before the church of Philadelphia an “ open door.”
Thank God no one can shut that door. And then
he says to those of that church who do not deny “ his
name ” that he will make them of the synagogue of
Satan, come and worship before their feet and to
“know that I have loved thee”
faithful men who early embraced the message, and
who have clung to it al these long years of waiting,
God will acknowledge them. Just wait a little longer.
It iz just a little ways to the time of triumph. God
will.show the world that he hasloved them. He will

Rev. 31.9. These-

make pillars of them in the temple of God, and he
will write upon them the name of God, and the
name of the ¢ity of God, the new Jerusalem, and he
will write upon them his new name. The world has
heaped scorn, and reproaches upon them for years;
they have been regarded as the offscourings of the
earth, but God is going to recognize them by and
by, brethren.

What is Christ’s new name? Turn to Jer 23:5:
“ And this is the name whereby he shall be called.
THE Lozp ovr RieHTROUsxEss.” What is to be our
success in prayer? It is to ask in his name. But
his name is righteousness. The Jesus I look to is
a (God of righteousness, I am all weakness, but my
plea is that he is all righteousness. That is the name
that will be successful.  Shall we plead hisrighteous-
ness? That is the name that will be upon every
saint of God which goes to compose the 144,000, when
they go from woxld to world. And will they not be
a testimony to all the worlds on high that Ged is
love? That will be the seal of the living God, the
seal of what he has been doing for six thousand
years. When the inhabitants of unfalien worlds see
the contfidence that Christ has in thoge whom he has
saved from sin they will say that God is love. And
the redeemed will say it, they will testify that it was
his love that restored them to his favor.

We want to learn this love vight now; then we
can go to all the worlds and bear the name of
Christ’s righteousness. I can say that God is love,
When he says, “ Be zealous and repent,” I want to
do it. Christ is my righteousness. That is the testi-
mony I expect to bear as I go away from this Con-
ference. Shall we all begin to bear this new light
of the message? May God fill us with the message
of love. I never sensed it as I do to-day. We must
be rid of every sin. We must put them all away.
If we do not accept the righteousness of Christ Jesus
as the sin-pardoning Redeemer, we are lost.

How does that testimony from the first page of
“Experience and Views” read? What kind of a
time of frouble was it? It was a time like this,
when this world 3 sold into the hands of the
churches. Let us praise God, for he has given us
light. The words from the testimony apply right
now. Let me read them:-—

“8ome of us have had time to get the truth, and to advance
step hy step, and every siep we have taken has given us strength
to take the next. But now time is almost finished, and what we
have been years-learning, they wiil bave to learn in a few months..
They will also-have much to unlearn, and much to learn ‘again.-
Those wbo would not receive the mark of the beast aud his image
when the decree goes forth, must have decision now to say, NAY,
we will not regard the institntion of the beast.” ’

Then we must give up everything. .How much
did Christ give up? He gave up everything. Letus-
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let everything of earth go and cling to Jesus; for.

there is everything in him. I am glad my blessed
Saviour is soon coming, glad God has spared me to
gee Christ as my righteousness. Let us sacrifice all
to God, let us have all upon the altar,—a living
sacrifice. It is time for us to give up everything in
the interests of the one great work. Are we upon
the sltar, self and property? I am with you fo go
forward to vidory; a few more trials, a few more
struggles and it will be over. Lef us go forth in that
natne, The Lord our Righteousness.

=

:THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE.— No. 7.

ELDER A. I, JONES,

Some of the folks wondered lagt Friday night
whether I was not making things rather str ong; but I
‘think after what Brother Porter read from the “Tes-
ttmonies ” just now, all will agree that it was just
atraight. 1 doneotwant you tothink, brethren, that I
arn making up things to say here just because it is you.
If T had been preaching since last Monday night to
a pebple who never heard of a Seventh-day Advent-
ist, nor the third angel’s message, I would preach to
them just exactly what I have to you; because Ido
not know what else to give now than the third an-
gel’'s message.
people wherever T do preach than tobring them face
0 face with their need of the power of God. S0 I am
not gaying anything to you yet that I would not have
#aid to’ anybody It might come after a while that I
shall say something to you that [ would not to other
people, because may be some of us have been doing
things that other people would not do; but that is
the only reason.

Now let us glance again ata Summary of the less-
<ns we have had. We have found that there i3 noth-
ing that will hold us up in this time but the power of
God. We have found that nothing will satisfy us,
nothing will do for us, but the character of God. We
have fouundin the matter of means and business af-
fatrs so far as this world is concerned, that we can
not depend upon any of these any more, but only
wpon the things that God gives. We have found that
as to life itself, we can not count on that any more;
the only thing that will satisfy, the only thing that

we can depend upon, the only thing that will meet’

our demand — the demand of the peop]e who will’
now stand for the Lord—Iis that life that 'is better
than this one, — the life thatis eternal, the life of God.

Well,-then, first, Dothing will support us but the
power of God And where do we find the power of
God? To Fesus Christ.

and the wisdom of God 2 that is wha.t he is. Where

! - . -
b - " 2

T do not know what else to do to

“ Christ the power of God

do we find the character of God? In Christ Where
do we find all .things, the great things of God?
In Christ. Where do we find a better life than
this ? — The life of God, in Christ.

Well, then, whatin the world have we to preach to
the world, but Christ? What have we to depend
upon, but Christ? Then what is the third angel’s
message but Christ? Christ the power of God;
Christ the unsearchable riches of God; Christ the
righteousness of God, Christ the life of God; Christ’
is God! That isthe messagethat now we are to give
tothe world. Isitnot? Then what does the world
need? Christ. Do they need anything else? No.
Is there anything else? No. “In him dwelleth all
the fullness of the godhead bodily, and ye are com-
plete in him”

As T said a while ago, if T had been preaching to
a people that had never heard anything about the
third angel’s message,.if I had been preaching to
them since Monday night, I would preach just as 1
have, and bring them face to face: with Jesus Christ
just as we have. And by the way, there is a whole

“congregation of infidels that are just in that place,

waiting now to gwe me an 1n/v1tat10n sometime to |
come and- speak the nexi time, and that is what I
am to tell them. A whole congregation — profess

to be nothing but infidels — have given me the

opportunity to speak to them three times already,
and I have spoken on these things just as they are
right before men’s faces; and they have already
asked, “What are weto do?” And one of them
said, “ Well, he has told us all these things, and it is

all plain; but he has not told us What to do.”

“Well,” gaid I, “ I did not have time to tell you
what to do to-night” Give me a chance, and 1 will
tell you what to do.” They said,“ All right;” and ¥
will do it. '

When that time comes I propose to tell them just

"what to do: I propos? to set before them just what

T'have set before you; that if they are going fo op-
pose this Church and State movement they have
got to set aside all ideas of earthly dependence they
have got to set agide all thoughts of riches or posses-
siops or anything of that kind, and all ideéas or
thousrhts oflife. And they cansee it. And then Ishall
tell them they can not afford to do that unlessthey get
something better, and the thing better is Jesus Christ,
and they must have him or else they can not stand
at’all. Why, brethren, the world is ready to hear
the message, when we get the message; the world is.
ready to hear it, and they will hear it.
Well, then, Christ the power of God; Christ the

'w1sdom of God Christ the unsearchable riches of

God; and Christ the life of God. That is what we
are to preach Well, what is that all summed up in
one thing ? What expresses it ?—The Gospel. Whab
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is it to preach the gospel? It is to preach the mys-
tery of God, which is Christ in men the hope of glory.
What has God given to us to give to the world but
“the everlasting gospel to preach unto every kindred
and nation and fongue and people”? Rev. 14:6.
Is not that what the message starts with? Andthen,
when men will not receive the everlasting gospel nor
worship him who made heaven and earth and the sea
and the fountains of waters — whom do they worship ?
The beast and. his image. “Babylon is fallen, is
fallen;” and then the third angel’s message says
they will worship the beast and his image. So that
now, men worship the beast and his image, or else
they will worsbip God. That is settled. According
o the message as 1t is, and the time in which we are,
the only thing that people in this world can worship
is Him that made heaven and earth, the sea and the
fountains of water, or else the beast and his image;
there is no halfway place. The three messages are
gimply one three-fold message.  In the special testi-
monies, in one that is addressed, “To Brethren in
Responsible Positions,” we read on page 15: —

* While you hold the banner of truth firmly, proclaiming the law
of God, let every soul remember that the faith of Jesnsis conneeted
with the commandments of God. The third angel is represented
as fiylng through the midst of heaven, symbolizing the work of
those who proclaimed the first, second, and third angel’s messages;
all are linked together,”

- 8o that the opening thing, and the one thmg of
all, that which covers all of these messages, is the
everlastmg gospel.

+ Now we have referred a time or two to.the Jewzsh
-Church, as an illustration of the situation in which
we are.. We found there that that church turned its
back upon God, and joined itself to Ceesar, in order
to put Christ out of the way, and to execute their
mind concerning him. Then the Lord called out of
that church and nation all who would obey him, all
who would serve him, before the nation was de-
stroyed, and he did that work by those few disciples
that believed in Jesus when he ascended to heaven.
They had been with Jesus three years and a half;
they had preached. They had even performed
miracles in bis name. He bad sent them to preach,
saying “ The kingdom of heaven is at hand;” and
go important was their message that if the place did
not receive them, they were to shake the dust off

from their feet before they left.

" Yet hefore they could preach the gospel whieh he
gave them to preach; when he ascended to heaven he
gaid, “Tarry ye at Jerusalem unidil ye ‘be endued
with power from on high.” Would not we have
thonght that their being with Christ three years and
& half, hearing him, loving him, studying him and
Wwith him, having been tanght by him this length of
timid, and having even preached— it Would naturally

be supposed that they were fitted to carry the gospel
tothe world? But no; said he, “ Tarry.ye at' Jerusa-
lem.” “Behold I send the promise of my Father
upon you; but tarry ye at Jerusalem until ye be en-
dued with power from on high.” Luke 24: 49

How much power was there enlisted against them
and the message they were to preach? All the
power of the world. For the church of God, the
professed church of God, that whole nation, had
joined itself to Cwmsar, whose power filled the world:
A1l the power of the world was allied against them.
The professed church and nation. of God bad allied
themselves to power and had arrayed it against God,
and the name of Christ. And yet this Christ whom
they had crucified, and whom they bad done their
best to take away from the world and the minds of
men — his disciples weré to go and preach that very
name, and that very person; and that faith only in
him could gsave them. And they had to preach thig:
in the face of all the power that the world t:hen
knew.

Well, not very long before that, only about twelvée
days or two weeks hefore Jesus told them this;
Peter got scared -at-a girl; and denied that he knew
Christ. There twas 4 girl that began to say, “1 saw
you with that Galilean.” ¢ No, you did not; no;
I don’t know him.” e came closer to the firé and
shegot a bef:ter ook at Inm, and she said, “ You are
one of them.” No,I am net; no; I never knéw
him ;» and then to' prove it, he cursed and swore.
Was he prepared to face all the power in the world?
No. He needed to bé acquainted with 4 kind of 1ifé)
and have hold of something that a girl cduld not.
scare him out of, before be could face the world:
Did he not? And Jesus has told them all, “You
will all forsake me and flee this night” “No; we
will not,” they all said; and Peter said, “Though
they all forsake you, I 'will not.” Jesus said, “ Be-
fore the cock erow you will ‘deny me three times,
Peter.” “ Though I'should die with thee, I will not
deny thee.” “ And'so likewise said they all.” But
they did forsakehim, did n’t they ? Matt. 26: 31- 35,

Well, then, we see that so far as themselves and
their work was concerned; and so far as the’ power
that was opposed their work was concerned, we
stand exactly in the situation in which they- stood at
that time when Jesus ascended to beaven. Weé
stand exactly in that place where all thé power of
this earth is allied against the message which’ we
are to give to the world; and thereforé we need; just
as they, {0 be endued W]t.h power from on high. St
it is & literal fact that we stand exacthy where they. .
did when Jesus ascended to heaven, and told: t}iem
to tarry until they got that power.

So when he ascended, he said, 4s recorded’ ik
Acts 1:8: % Ye shall riceive power after that the
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Holy Ghost is come upon you.” Then what were
they to tarry for? For the Holy Ghost. What was
he to bring to them? The power. What was to
‘endue them with power? The Holy Ghost. Now'I
do not need to read the references from the little
special testimonies and from * Gospel Workers,”
‘that Brother Prescott read here, which are on the
same things; how that the words of the Lord tell
ug that just as the disciples Wwere doing that, so we
now should be doing the same thing; how we should
‘be gathered in companies praying for the Holy
Spirit; and how it required ten days of seeking God
‘to bring them into the place where they could offer
effectual prayer, and receive that which they asked
because they asked in-that abiding faith that would
receive what was agked,

. Nor do I need fo read again those passages that I
read from Testimonies in manuseript, that when the
people of God individually seek for his Holy Spirit
with all the heart, there will be heard from human
Tips the testimony that fulfills that word, * I saw an-
other 'angel come down from ‘heaven, having great
power, and the earth was lightened with. his glory: ”
and™ Prayers are ascending dally for the fulfillmerit
of this promise ” of being endued with power. Then
we have the word of the Lord that prayers are ascend-
ing daily. Are yours amongst them? Are mine
amongst them? Now the day is going to come when
the last prayer that will be necessary to bring that
‘blessing will have ascended: Then what? Itwill come.
The flood will burst, and out will pour the Holy Spirit
the day of Pentecost. Now, notice, the word is, as
“ Prayers ave ascending to God daily ” for this prom-
igse, “ not one of those prayers put up in fa1th is
logt.” There is the blessedness of that promise, you
‘gee. Yes; when God tells us to pray for a thing,
why, that opens the door wide for us to pray for that
. thing- with the most perfect confidence that we'shall
réceive it. When he fells us to pray for a thing, that
* throws open the  door wide, and there is not a single
thing to hinder that prayer from finding a lodgment
there. What is his word to 'us? That not one of
those prayers put up in faith is Iost,

Well one of these days the last prayer needed will
be lodged there, and out the blessing will be poured.
‘And -who will receive it? —Those whose prayers
‘have ascended to God for it. I do not care whether
‘that man is in the center of Africa, and that outpour-
‘ing is here in Battle Creek, he willreceive it; be-
cauge by our prayers for it, the channel is .opened
between us and the source of the blessing, and.
just as certainly as we keep that channel open
“by our prayers, whenthe 8pirit is pouved-ont it will
¥each the place where the pravefs stirt from just'ss
‘Bure as:can.be, because the channel i open.

“Then,:brethren, could-we possibly have more en-

v

couragement for the prayers which we see by every-
thing around us, we must offer? Could-there possi-
bly be more encouragement for us to offer those
prayers with all the heart and with perfect coufi-
dence ?

There is a word in “ Gospel Workers ”’ that 1 want
to tead, which speaks plainly upon this question,
page 370, 871. Speaking about the apostles, it
says =—

“They were walting in expectation of the fulfillment of bis
promise, and were praying with special -fervency. This is the very
eourse that should be pursued by those who act a part in the works
of proclaiming the coming of the Lord in the cloazds of heavensy
for a people are to be prepared to stand in the great day of God.

-Althotgh Clirist had given the promise to his disciples that they

should receive the Holy Spirit, this déd not remove the necesslty of
prayer.t

Why, of course not. That opens the way tg}
prayer. When God has not promised a thing, am
I free to pray for that thing? No; because we are
to ask acéording to his will. But when God has
promised, should I do anything else than pray?
That is the beauty of it.

¢ They prayed all the mote earnestly: they continued in prayer
with one accord. Those who arc now engaged in the solemn work
of preparing a people for the coming of the Lord, should also eon-
tinue in prayer. The early disciples were of one accord. They

“had no specnlations, no curions theory to advance as to bow the

blessing was to come.?”

Now the thought I am after is this, “ They had no
speculations, no curious theories to advance as fo
how the promised blessing was to come” That
means us now. We are to-have no' carious theories
ds to just how it is going to come. Ifany one be~
gins to say, ¢ O itis coming as on the day of pente-
cost; the sound of it as the rushing mighty wind
will be just so and so; the tonguwes of fire will look
just so; ete, etc..; and so settle it thus and say, * That

‘ig the way it is going to come the next time, and

thus I shall know when it comes” The one whe
meagures up this matter in any such way, will never
receive it. What they needed was to get their hearts
right before God, and it was none of their business
how the Lord wouldfulfill his promise. And thatis
exactly what we need, and it is none of our business
how the Lord will fulfill his promise. He does not
propose to have us dictate to him, and say “ The
Holy Spirit must come in such a way or else it wil}
not be the Holy Spirit.” Then if you have had any
theory about it, just apnihilate that theory to-night,
and let your theories always stay annihilated. We
have no right to fix up in our minds the way the
Lord is going todo things. That was their situation;
that is our situation ; and brethren, just as certainky
‘a8 the promise was fuIﬁl]ed to them, -s0 certamly 21
will be fulfilled now to those who are praying for the
samething, * We de not know how long it will-take,
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Another thing— They wereto preach. What?
“The gospel. And Paul defines the gospel over and
over to be the mystery of God which had been hid
from ages and generations, now made manifest to
bis saints. They preached that gospel, that mystery
.of God; and what is that?—“Christ in you the
hope of glory ”; “ Christ the power of God and the

- wisdom of God ;" “The unsearchable riches of God.”
“Christ and him crucified.” That is what it was;
nothing but that.

And Panl defined it in the 6th chapter of 2 Cor.,
_you remember, “as having nothing and yet posses-
ging all things.” Verse 16, Don’t you see the poor,
poverty-stricken condition of the man that holds to
what he has in his hands in this world? Don’t you
.see the poor, poverty-stricken condition of that
Seventh-day Adventist that will now bold to what he
has in this world? Xe must have more than that,
or he will never get through the time of trouble.
But when we let everything go, and count ourselves
a3 having nothing, then what? Then what will we
have? ¢ AIl things.” Then they cannot take any-
-thing away from us; the people who are in that con-
dition, nothing can be taken from them. Now-is
-that s0? [Congregation, * Yes”] Of course it is.
They cannot take power from us, can they? They
-cannot take the character from us. Then they can-
not take our riches from us; and they cannot take
.our life from us; for Christ is our life, and they can-
not take him from us. So when we are in this
position we have the victory over the World and all
its power, to start with.

Now another phrase in that same connection,
“ Having nothing and yet possessing all things;

~ as poor yet making many rich” That is our work in
the world, to make' people rich. ~ Ay Jesus became

poor that we might be made rich, o we become -

poor that many others may become rich. And so
when we have Christ, Christ only, nothing but the
unsearchable riches of Christ, we can make every-
body rich who will take the free gift of the riches.

They preached the mystery of God—* Christ in

you the hope of glory.” But there arose another
mystery; it began to appear while they were preach-
ing. This mystery that they were to preach “had
been hid from ages and generations;” now it was
manifested as never before in the world. But while
-they were preaching that mystery, there appeared
the working of anocther mystery, and that mystery
‘of iniquity arose and hid again the mystery of
-God — after the apostles died that mystery of
1n1qu1ty arose and spread over the world and hid
-again the mystery of God from ages and from gen-
.erations. Didn’t it? But when we come to the
10th chapter of Revelation an angel is there repre-

“gented as standing with one foot‘on the & ged and the

-y

other on the land, and crying with a strong voice,
“and sware by him that liveth forever and ever,
who created heaven, and the things that therein
are, and the earth, and the things that therein are,
and the sea and the things which are therein, that
there should be time no longer: But in the days of
the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin,
to sound, the mystery of God should be finished.”

I have wondered lately whether that is not inten-
tional that it is put in that way, that the mystery
of God should be finished, instead of shall be finished.
It gshould bave been finished long ago. The “ Testi-
monies ” have told us that. But by our dilatoriness.
our slackness, our slowness to believe God, it is not
finished; yet he sald it should be finished. Now,
thank the Lord itisto be finished indeed. If he would
speak now he would say, it “shall be,” of course.
But the point s, that when the voice of the seventh
angel shall begin ‘to sound, the mystery of God

stands forth to the world. What is that? “ Christ
in you the hope of glory.” That is the everlasting
gospel; that is the third angels message. Then

don’t you see how it is that God has settled it that
the third angel’s message, the mystery of God,.shall
triumph over the mystery of iniquity; and that ag
certainly as the mystery of iniquity has heid the
attention of the world, and has attracted the gaze of
the nations, and the wonder of men, just so 'certainly
the ‘mystery of God will attract the attention of
nations, and the wonder of men? It will do it

Now let usturn to the book of Joel and read that
second chapter again. There are some things that
we want tostudy. The firat part of it you remember,
up to the twelfth verse, not including the twelfth, is
a picture of the coming of the Lord. If you turn to

‘that Testimony (Vol. 1, p. 180) that tells about *“ The

Shaking,” you will find this chapter there given by
the Spirit of the Lord as the reference on whicl is
based that idea. It applies to the time of the shak-
ing, and the shaking prepares for the loud cry.
“Blow ye the frumpet in Zion, and sound an
alarm in 1oy holy mountain: let all the inhabitants
of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord cometh,
for jt is nigh at hand; a day of darkness and of
gloommess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as
the morning spread upon the mountains; a great
people aud a strong; there hath not been ever the
Jike, neither shall be any more after it, even to the
years of many generations. A fire devoureth before
them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land .
is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind

‘them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall

&scape “them. The appearance of them is as the ap-

_pearance of horges; and as ‘horsemen, so shall they

run. Like the noise of chariots on the ‘tops of mount-
aing shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire
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that devoureth the stubble, as g strong people set in
battle array. Before their face the people shall be
much pained: all faces shall gather blackness.
They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb
-the wall like men of war; and they shall march
every one on his ways, and they shall not break
their ranks: neither shall one thrust anotlier ; they
shall walk every one in his path: and when they
fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded.
They shall run to and fro in the city ; they shall run
upon the wall, they shall elimb upon the houses;
they shall enter in at the windows like a thief The
earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall
tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and
the stars shall withdraw their shining:
Lord shall utter bis voice before his army: for his
camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth
his word : for the day of the Lord is great and very
terrible; and who can abide 7”7 The parallel is
Rev. 19:11-18. ’

- Therefore also now, saith the Lord, tumn ye éven
to me with all yeur heart, and with fasting and with
weeping, and with mourning: and rend your heart,
and not your garments, and turn untothe Lord your
God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.
Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave

‘& blessing bebind him: even a. meat offering and a
drink offering unto the Lord your God ??

Who here knows that when s ‘person ‘seeks the
Lord with all the heart, whether or not the Lord will
return and leave a blessmcr behind bhim? If.we
Know he will, then let us go at it. There is all the

encourafrement in the world’, Just as certainly as we

know he will do that, there is nothing to hinder us
from: seeking him with all the heart, becanse we
know be will give the blegsing. Tetus have it.

“Blow the trumpet in Ziqn, sanctify a fast, call

a solemn assembly : Gather-the people, sanctify
the congregation, assemble t.he elders, gather the
children and those that suck the breasts: let the
bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride
out_of her closet » N

How many people in Zion does tha.t mclude‘? The
people, the congregation, the children, the elders, the
Labies, the bridegrooms, and the brides. How many
does that call? [Audience—“All”"] Yes, 2ll. What
doesit callusto? To seek the Lord with all the heart
Then let us do it. We arein the time.

“ Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep
between the porch and the altar, let them say, Spare
thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to
reproach, that the heathen should rule over them:
“Wherefore should they say among the people where
is their God?” '

. Have not the hea.then got things in t,helr own

‘and the.

hands, so that they propose to rule over us‘? And
they propose to blot out the ®abbath of the Lord and |
to rule over the world.

I think I have a word here that I had better read
on that, perhaps. On page 17 of the testimony en--
titled, “T'o Brethren in Responsible Positions,” I read
these words: “ The false sabbath is to be enforced.
by an oppressive law. ~Satan and hisangels are wide-
awake and intensely active, working with energy
and perseverance through human instrumentalities
to bring abount hiz purpose of obliterating the knmuledge
of God.”

What is the Sabbath a sign of?-— That he is the
Lord our God, and the Lord that sanctifies his peo-
ple. Well then, when that sign by which he is
known to the people, is taken out of the way, they '
take him away from the Enowledge of the people.  That
is what they are after. And that thing is now
done. I read before, “God’s memorial has been
torn down, and in its place a false sabbath stands
before the world.” All the power of the earth is
now enlisted in that business. So they propose to
blot out the knowledge of God from the world
Therefore we meed to seek the Lord with all the
heart, that the heathen shall not rule over us. Now
let us see what he is going to do:—

“Then will the Lord he jealous for his land, and
pity his people. Yea, the Lord will answer and say-
unto his people, Behold, I will send you corn, and
wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewﬂ:h ”

What is that that be will send? What is the
“0il”?—“The oil of joy for mourning,”—“joy in
the Holy Ghost” What is'the “wine”? Jotham
told us “wme that maketh glad the heart of God
and . man.” Gladness, then, he will give. And.
what is the “corn”? The Wheat, the grain, from
which comes our bread, to sustain life and supply
strength. Strength, then, also, will he give. Oh,
then, thank the Lord. He will send us strenoth,
and gladness, and joy.

But to whom will he send it? When will he send

it ?—When the people are gathered and the congre-'

gation assembled, and the children and the habies;
the elders, the bridegrooms and the brides, and the
ministers — when we are gathered together as the
testimony says, “in companies ” seeking God with
all the heart — then 4t 45, that he will do what he says,
Let us go at it as never before. It is a wonderful
thing when the Lord promises that we shall be satigfied
with what he is going to give. Tt is not according to-
our measure. How much is God satisfied that we
should be satisfied with? — Nothing short of every-
thing he has, for he gave just that in Jesus Christ;
arid he does not want us to stop short of every thing
be has.” Just as Brother Haskell read in that blessed
testimony this morning— you remersber what won-
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derful thing that was,— that when we come us beggars,
having no deserts of our®wn, then all is ours in one
‘everlasting gift.

#¢And I will no more make you a reproach among
the heathen : But I will remove far off from you the
northern army, and will drive him into a land bar-
rer and desolate, with his face toward the east sea,
.and his hinder part toward the utmost. sea, and his
stink shall come up, and his ill savor shall come up,
because he hath done great things.”

The margin of this verse says, “ He hath magnified
to do great things.” ~ Who is it that “has magnified
to do great things ”? Who has all the pewer of the
avorld in his hands? - Satan. It is he whe thinks
he is going to do great things. Now let us see what
ihe Lord will do just then,

“Fear not, Oland; be glad and rejoice: for the
Lord will do great things.”

Why, brethren, we ought to be the gladdest people
in the world that Satan Aas.to do great things; for
it follows inevitably that. when: Satan has got to do
great things God is doing such great things, that
Satan has to exert himself to save his credit. But
even then he cannot save hig credit, even though he

has boasted before the world and the nations that he '

has all the power, his case gets so desperate at last
that he has got to come himself. But we can be
gladder than ever, because then Jesus comes himself.
But when is it that the Lord will do great things? —
When this one, Satan has magnified himself to do
great things.

“Be not afraid, ye beasts of the ﬁeId for the
-pastures of the wﬂderness do spring, for the tree
‘beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield
their strength. Be glad then, e children of Zion, and
rejoice in the LORD your God!”

Why should we be discouraged? What is the use
of it? Whatis the sense of it? Jesug said “ Lift up
your heads! ” and thissays *“ Be glad — and rejoice;”
and then says it over agaln “ Be glad then, ye chil-
dren of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God.” Let
-ug do it. Brethren, I just tell you I don’t know how
to do anything else than be glad; for the Lord tells
me to. And thisis just as much the word of God as
any other part of the word of God. And the creative
power igin these words just ag much as any other to
put the gladness there and to put the rejoicing there,
and it is gladness — it is rejoicing in the Lord.

“For he hath given you the former rain moderate-
ly, and he will cause to come down for you the rain,
the former rain, and the lotier rain, in the first month,”
or, as at the first, as some versions read.

Was that at Pentecost a moderate thing according
to what God is going to do? Yes. He gave the
former rain moderately

But there ig goingto be a double portion at this

time.” If that was moderate, - what do you suppose
this s going to be? We can’t imnagine what that was,
Let me read you a word in Vol, IV, p. 611:—

* The Advent movement of 1840—44 was a glorious manifesta-
tion of the power of God; and the first angel's message was carried
to every missiondry station in the world, and in some countries
there was the grandest r.ligious interest which has been witnessed
in any land since the Reformation of thesixteenth century; but
these are o be far exccedcd by the mighty movement wider the last
warning of the third engel.”

Another testimony that has nmever been printed
says, that this will come as suddenly as it did in 44,
and with “ten times the power.”

But now about the Pentecost, we read from the
same page (611, of Vol. IV) as follows: —

“The prophecies which were fulfilled in the ourpduﬁng of the
former rain at the opening of the gospel, are agaia to be fulfilfed
in the latter rain at its close.”? :

Now you see there are prophecies perta.lnmo only
to, the latter rain; but the prophecies pertaining to
the former. rain are to be fulfilled fop, in the giving
of the latter rain. Then you see it is going to be
donble, .

¥ Here are the times of refreshing to whick the apostle Peter ©
looked. forwsrd when ‘he said, ‘ Bepent ye therefore and be con-
verted, that your sins may be blotted out Tfin the investigative
3udgment) when the times of Tefreshing shall -come Irom. the
presence of the Lcsrd and he shall send Jesus.”

Does that mean that we shall repent and be con~"
verted? “ Well,” says one, “ I was converted twenty
years ago.” All _right, be converted now, too. I
was converted nearly nineteen years ago; but it doesw
not amount to that (the snap of the fingers) if I am
not converted right now. It is no good to look ' way
back there. Says one, “ Do you mean to say that I
was not converted?” Oh no, I do not mean anything
of the kind. But I mean that if you depend upon
that conversion *way back there, it does not amount
to anything. If you do not know how fo repent any,
more, just take Jesus Christ and you will knew.
Any man who receives the Lord Jesus Christ is'a
new creature.

“ And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the
fats shall overflow with wine and oil. And I will
restore to yon the years that the locust hath eaten,
the cankerworm, and the caterpﬂlar, and the palmer-
worm, my great army which I sent among you.
And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and
praise the name of the Lord your God, that hath
dealt wondronsly with you: and my people shall
never be aghamed.”

Then praise the Lord. They will reproach us;
they will call us names; they will make us as the
filth. and the off-scouricg of the earth, and the des-
pised of the despised ; but God has said, “ My people
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shall never be ashamed.” And it means just that.
Bat it does not stop there, He says it over:

“ And ye shall know that I am in the midst of
Israel, and that 1 am the Lord your God, and none
else: and my people shall naver be ashamed.”

Why, T tell you, brethren, what is it that the Lord
has not put into that chapter for us? See the en-
couragement, the blessedness; the promises! And
when it is necessary for him to.repeat that *“ we shall
never be ashamed ” that means on the face of it that
it will be the purpose of everything on earth to put
us to shame. But God has pledged his word that it
shall not be done, and we shall never be ashamed.

“ And 1t shall come to#pass afterward, that I will
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see
visions!?”

Thank the Lord, he is not going to be content
much longer with one prophet! He will have
more. ‘He has done a wonderful work ‘with one.
And having done such a great work with one, what
in the world will he do when he gets a lot of them ?

“ And also upon the servants andupon the hand-
maids in those days will T pour out my Spirit.
And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the
earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. -The

sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon-
into blood; before the great and terrible day of the

Lord come. And it shall come to pass, that whoso-
ever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be

‘show at all.

delivered: for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall
be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, cmd in the
femnant whom the Lord shall call”

Where is going to be deliverance? —*In the rem-
nant whom the Lord shall call” But who is.
Satan making war against? — The remnant. Who
hag Satan rallied all the powers of earth against?—
The remnant. Where is he directing all his force -
and efforts? — Against the remnant. And right
there is deliverance. Brethren, the best place in
the world to be, is right where the devil is spending
all his efforts, because there is deliverance. That is
where the grace and power of Jesus Christ ave, and
Satan has got to rally all his hosts fo make any
That is the best place on earth to be,
becanse Christ is there; God is there; and “my
people shall never be ashamed.” -

Brethren, I am awfully glad of these things. I am
just as glad as I can be of what the Lord says in that
chapter, because it is all present truth you see.
Every verse is right now, and tells such wondrous
things. Heis going to do such wondrous things;
and all he asks of us is to seek him with all the
heart that we may have it all. If we seek him with
half the heart we cannot have it all. We want to
seek him with all the heart to get all he has. Let
us do what the Lord says, and “ Be glad and rejoice,
ye children of Zion;” for “the Lord will do great
things; 7 and “ye shall never "be ashamed;” and
there is deliverance “in the remnant ” that the devil
is warring againgt with all his might,
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