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GENERAL CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS.

"SIXTH MEETING.

Tge sixth meeting of the General Conference was
called Wednesday, February 25, at 10 o’clock, A. M.
Prayer was offered by Elder A. J. Breed.

Since last report in regard to delegates, H.
Schultz, for the General Field, and D. H. Lamson for
Michigan, had reported and taken their seats as dele-
gates in the Conference.

The committee on distribution of labor presented

the following partial report:—

‘We recommend,—
1. That Herbert Lacey go to Australia, to engage in school work
there.

No other committees being prepared to report, the
report, of the Committee on Education (See BuLre-
TIN, page 386 ) was taken np for consideration and
action.

Remarks were made upon recommendation 3, in
regard to a school in Texas, by Brethren W. 8. Greer,
R. A. Underwood, C. Eldridge, R. M. Kilgore and
W. 8. Hyatt,

Elder D. T. Robinson reported in regard to the
opening of a proposed school in Ireland. See report
of Educational Secretary, page 356 of this BuLLETIN.

The recommendation in reference to the opening
of a school in Battle Creek, Mich., for persons of
mature years, was talked of by Elders Olsen, Has-
kell, Lane, Kilgore, Prof. Prescott and others.

Upon request of Brother J. K. Graham, recomamen-
dation 2 of the report was by vote referred back to
the comamittee for further congideration.

By request the Chair appointed as a committee
for the Conference on railroad matters, the following

persons: A, R. Henry, Allen Moon, and T. A. Kil-
gore.
Meeting adjourned.

REPORT OF THE EDUCATIONAL SECRETARY.

PROF, W. W. PRESCOTT.

At the last General Conference the folllowing reso-
Iution wag adopted: —

“That an Ingtitute for the special benefit of Bible teachers, and
firose who may be calted upon o 1ill positions as Bible teachers in
our schools and local institutes, be held this coming summer at
some convenient place,”— Year Book, p. 56.

The GGeneral Conference Committee afterwards de-
cided (Year Book, p. 61), that the Institute should
begin July 15, 1891, continuing six weeks, and that
it should be held in the northern part of the State of
Michigan. Harbor Springs was selected as the place
for the institute. It was contemplated holding the
institute simply for Bible teachers in the institutes
and schools; but the more the matter was thought
of theve beganto be a demand that its benefits be
extended, and so a call was made for all the teachers
of the gchools and also for a number connected with
the General Conference work. In all 100 pevsons en-
carnped on the grounds and quite a number attended
who were living in the vieinity, or spending the sum-
mer geagon in Petogkey, A program was arranged
covering the various features of our educational
work, .

Just before the Institute began there came to me
ag distinetly as though spoken with the audible
voice the words, “ They shall be all taught of God.”
This motto was taken into the institute at the first
morning session. The motto is now in the College
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chapel here in Battle Creek, over the rostrum, so
that from day to day the students face it. That
motto is also found in Union College, and it has
been a wonderful help since that time, It was the
guide in the work during those six weeks. We ex-
pected to receive, and did receive light from God,
not only in the study of the Scriptures, but in our
plans for edueational work,

I will speak further of the changes which grew out
of that institute, which to my mind, with the plans
discussed and adepted, marked a remarkable change
in the history of our educational work. QOur minds
were inopressed there as never before with the idea
that the purpose of educational work was to teach ug
of God in his revealed word and his works, and in
his dealings with men, that all education should be
planned upon such a basis and carried out in such a
way that the result would be a more intimate knowl-
edge of God, not merely as a theory but as an expe-
rience. While the general purpose up to that time
has been to have a religious element in our schools,
yet since that institute, as never before, our work hag
been practically upon that basis, showing itself in
courses of study and plans of work as it had not
previously.

The Institute assembled at that time discussed
and adopted a Biblical course which shonld be used
as far as practicable in all the schools represented
there. The basis of this course was determined
upon as consisting of four years Bible study, four
vears history, an advanced course in English Lan-
guage, while New Testament Greck was made op-
tional, and Hebrew was suggested as optional. But
the bagis was these three lines of study.

The Bible study was put upon a somewhat differ-
ent manner. Up to that time there was in Battle
‘Creek College a course of Bible study covering two
years, one in Old Testament history, and one in
New.

In connection with this, a conrse of lectures was
delivered every year on what we termed special or
doctrinal work. It was decided to extend the work
to a period of four years, in which the Bible as »
whole should be studied as the gospel of Christ from
first to last; and in which it should be made to
appear that all the doctrines held by Seventh-day
Adventists were simply the gospel of Christ rightly
understood, and that the bagis was the proper under-
standing of the whole Scriptures, and not merely a
limited study of a few portions of the Scriptures.

This plan has been followed one and one-half
years, and the resulfs have been very favorable. I
can speak only of the work in Battle Creek College in
a definite way. It has not been the purpose to putin
the back-ground those doctrines which distinguish us,
but to make it appear that these are simply the doc-

trines of the Bible ag a whole; that the third angel’s
message is simply the gospel, and that the message
properly understood is an understanding of all the
Scriptures, and that all of our doetrines have their
basis in a proper knowledge of the gospel, and grow
out of a belief in Jesus Christ as a lving personal
Saviour.

The study of history was put upon this basis:
That the real object of the study of all history is to
learn lessons for the present. A course of four years
was prepared, and this is now being followed here
and at Union College, and I think in a general way
in the other schools. The first year is devoted to
ancient history, the purpose being to show the ful-
fillment of prophecy. This covers the period down
to the Roman Empire. From that time onward the

‘gpecial purpose is to show the relation of history fo

the third angel’s message, 50 as to be able to inter-
preb the present sitnation. This brings the history
work in very close relation to the general Bible
work, although carried on in separate classes.

I will give a brief statement of the work in those
schools already established at the time of the last
General Conference : —

South Loncaster (Mass) Academy. —Prof. G. W.
Caviness has been in charge. There are at present
nine members of the faculty. The effort has heen
to put the work upon the basis adopted at this in-
stitute, and general prosperity has attended it both
from the educational gtandpoint and from a more
specially religious standpoint. At a council of the
representatives in district No. 1, held in Lancaster,
Mass., Nov. 1891, it was voted to make the Academy
the Digtriet School in District No. 1, and it was
voted to raise funds for the payment of the debt.
New Fngland was to raise $10,000, and an equal
amount was to be raised in other parts of the district
as apportioned. I understand that this amount has
been almost wholly raised, either in cash or in good
pledges. From a recent report I learn that the
present enrollment is 120 with an average attendance

of 100.

The great need which has been pressing upon the
school for a number of years is that a proper home
should be erected. In addition to the present home
the Academy rents two other houses for the use of
students. These three buildings are now full, and if
more stidents shotld come it would be necessary to
rent another building. The inconvenience in carry-
ing on the work with the home broken up in this
way can hardly be appreciated by those not directly
connected with this line of work, and I am very em-
phatic in the recommendation that this matter
should receive attention, and that a suitable home
be erected as soon ag circumstances will permit.

Healdsburg (Cal.) Oollege.— 1 have not vigited this
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institution during the two years, but have received a
report from the President, W. C. Grainger. There
‘are at present eleven members of the faculty. The
present enroliment is 193, of which 106 are in the
home. The enrollment last year was 155, showing a
gain at the present time, with the school year not
more than half done, of 38, or almost 25 per cent. I
quote the following from the report from President
W. C. Grainger:—

“ Among our students are two bright young Japanese, who em-
braced our faith last summer under the lahors of Prof Courter
and one of our students. They have a great desire to educate
themselves for missionary work in their native couwntry. They
were Christlans before accepting our faith,

“ The spiritual condition of a majority of our students is good.
Labor is being put forth for the conversion of those whko have
made no profession. Two intelligent young ladies who knew but
little about us or our faith eame to our sehool hecause they had
heard it Was » good sehool, are now fully converted and awaiting
baptism. Several others, not of our faith, are deeply interested.

“We have had no great manifestations of the Spirit of God,
among us, but we feel assured that God is moving upon the
hearts of many staudents, whom we hope to see eonverted to God
before our school year eloses.”’

Milion (Oregon) Academy.~— A year ago last summer
Elder G. W. Colcord who had been Principal of the
Acadeniy since it was founded, was invited to educa-
tional work elsewhere. Prof C. B. Clark was sent to
Milton to take charge, with three or four other
teachers to help him. The attendance was such
ag to tax the facilities of the school, and the work
went on progperously until Prof Clark was taken
sick and Wwas unable to resume his work. After that
the school could not be carried on with the efficiency
‘which would have been possible otherwise, and its
work was discontinued before the end of the school
year. There has been no school the present year, as
the opening of Walla Walla College has provided for
the need in that part of the country. The buildings
‘have since been sold and are to be used for a sani-
tarium.

Battle Creek College— The College has been under
the general charge of W. W. Prescott, President,
with W. T. Bland as Principal. and a faculty of
twenty-seven members. The enrollment for *90-'91
was 532; for ’91-'92 it was 612; up to the present
time the enrollment is 725 for this year. Increased
facilities were needed in the home, and an addition
was made to the gentlemen’s dormitory last sunamer.
Had this not been done, it would have been impos-
sible to provide for the students in the Home.

Adopting the course of study arranged at the In-
stitate, the shorter English and Academic courses
were dropped. The Bible sfudy and history work
has been carried forward on the basis of which I

. have spoken.
Of the religious work, I might say, there has never

been a time in the history of the College when

this has been carried forward so profitably. There
have been two remarkable experiences in the history
of the religious work the present year. During my
absence in December to attend the opening of Walla
Walla College, a very remarkable blessing came to
the school in the conversion of many who had not
known the Lord before, and in the quickening of
those who had known him., Following this came
the week of prayer, and during that week the school
received a special blessing. Reports of these experi-
ences have been made to all of the other schools, and
letters have been received stating that this has been
a great encouragement to them,

The present need at the College is an addition to
the College building, to provide further recitation-
rooms. At present we are so crowded that the parlor
of one of the dormitories is used for a recitation room
all the time. The reception room is used part of
the time, and the library is used part of the
time. The Principals of the Collegiate Department
and the Preparatory Department are obliged to use
the same room, and that a small one, as an office.
We have been obliged to remove the museum from
the room designed for it and use the museum for a
recitation room. In fact we have availed ourselves
of every inch of room in the building and then we
have gone outside as I have stated. It seems abso-
lutely necessary, if we take into account the fact that
there js likely to be further increase of attendance
another year, that farther facilities be provided for re-
citation rooms. The question of home facilities is a
perplexing one, and just what chould be done in
this direction, I am not clear to say.” So pressing
has this need of an addition to the college building
become that trustees have already had some plans
prepared and the maftter will be presented in the
stockholders’ meeting.

Chicago Bible School~— A term of three months has
been held each year. The school has been under
the general charge of Elder J. N. Loughborough.
The ﬁrst year Elder E. J. Waggoner conducted the
Bible work for two months, and the third month of
the school was devoted especially to giving practical
instruction in Bible readings, and practical work.
In this work Sister Julia Parmele assisted. The
second year the plan was practically the same, and
Elder A. T. Jones conducted the Bible work. The
attendance the second year was largely increased
and the character of the work both years was very
gatisfactory.

Ministerial Institutes— At the last General Confer-
ence provision was made for Ministerial Institutes
for each General Conference District, and during the
fwo years such an Institute has been held in each of
the six Districts. That for Disfrict No. 1, was held )
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at Lancaster, Mass., under the general charge of
Elder A. 1. Robinson; that for District No. 2, at
Austell, Ga., under the charge of Flder R. M. Kil-
gore; for District No. 3, at Battle Creek, Elder E. W,
Tarnsworth in charge; for District No. 4, at Des
Moines, Ta., Elder E. W. Farnsworth in charge; Dis-
trict No. 5, Moline, Kan., Elder R. A. Underwood in
chargé; District No. 6, Healdsburg, Cal.,, Elder D. T.
Jones in charge. The instruction in these Institutes
was given largely by Elders A. T. Jones, E. J. Wag-
goner, O, A. Olsen, S. N. Haskell, and the Bduca-
tignal 8eeretary.

Tor the present year the General Conference Com-
mittee recommended that the Institute which has
just closed, should be held to cover a period of three
weeks, and that all ministers and delegates should
be invited. And I am sure at the close of this Insti-
tite we can feel that the time hag been well gpent.

NEW INSTITUTIONS.

A number of new Institutions have been opened
since the last General Conference of which I will
now speak.

Umion College, Tincoln. (Neb.) — At the time of the
last General Conference the work of erecting build-
ings wag under way. The buildings were dedicated
Sept. 24, 1891. Elder O. A, Olsen presided at the
exercises, the address was delivered by the Educa-
tional Secretary, and the dedicatory prayer wag of-
fered by Elder Uriah Smith. The first term &pened
Sept. 30, 1891 Of the faculty, W. W. Prescott is
President, and J. W. Loughhead iz Principal. The
faculty numbers in the Engligh department thirteen
members, in the Scandinavian seven, in German,
three ; total twenty-three. In his report the Princi-
pal says: —

“The English department of Union College opened Sept. 30,
1891, seventy-three students presenting themselves for admission,
Two months later the Scandinavian 2nd German departments
opened with an attendance of twenty-three in the former, and ten
in the latter. In the meantime the attendance in the English de-
partment had inereased to 140, making a tolal attendance of about
175, There were many perplexities to meet because of the unfin-
jshed condition of our buildings, hut none of the students with-
drew on this aceount.

“Qur enrollment constantly increased during the winter, and
the enrgilment for the year was 301. Of these, twenty-five were
Germans, aud fifty-seven were Scandinavians. It was fertumate
for the school that our members were not large at the opeuing, as it
would have heeu impossikle to properly care for a large company;
and a failure to do this would have had an injurious effect upon
the Ipstitutinn.

“The present year opened with an attendance of 223, and the
eprollment to Qate is 553, Of these geventy-one are in the German
department, and eighty-five In the Scandiuavian. The actual at-
tendance is 515, There ia room for only twenty nr iwenty-five
more in the Home, but this will probably accomodate as mauy as
may desire to enter duriﬁg the remainder of the year.

_portion of the Howe desigped for the Germans.

* Constant effort has heen made to provide facilities for carrying
on ihe work, and we can do much more for the studenis {han lasi
year; still much more remains to be done before we can accomplish
all that can be reasonahbly expeected, or thai must be done if the’
school accomplishes what it bad in view when it was esiablished.

‘A library of pearly 1000 volumes has heen provided. These are
nearly all siandard works, and have been bought with great care,
ouly such books being selected as are of the greatest practical
value to the school. A small outlay tas heen made for philogophi-
cal and chemical apparatas, but the ouifit i totally inadequate
to the needs of the school at the present time. A considerahle
effort has also been made to build up a museum, apd in this
matter, ag in all others, the first thought has been to collect suchk
articles as are of value in class work.

“Did any one douht the fact that God planted this school, i
would only be uecessary to examine carefully its growth, to remove
all such misgivings, for his fostering care can he seen sll the way
back to its very ineeption. Tt is his power which has built up and
sustained the institution, and his mind which has guided it to the
present, time.”

“ Quite a large number have heen converted, and the experience
of many others has heen deepened; and the prospect now is fhat
for every one who has left the field to spend a litile time here,
three will éenter the work next summer.

i A gpirit of earnestness, and of hearty co-operation pervades all
the departments, and the outlook for the school was vever go flat-
tering as at the present time. Many of the students are writing to
their friends, and using tiem to make arrangements for attending
next year, and-the most serfous question which coufronts us now
is how to provide for the inerease which we may reasonably expect
next year.

“We have from 290 to 300 more students now than a year ago;
ahout 150 of these are in the College Home, and quite a number
of those who are not at present in the College Home, are planning
to be next year. We do not look for so large an increase next
£all, still the indications are that the sehool will continne to grow.
Should this he the case, our Home facilities will be tQtally inade-
quate unless some provision shall be made for the erection of an-
other dormitory. In fact we are mow unable to give to our Ger-
man students all that they expected to have, because we are
obliged to place the young meu of the English departmeut in the
The hest results
cannot be obtained under this arrangement, bot our German
hrethren have very kindly aud willingly yielded some of their
interests for the benedit of the Rnglish students. A building large
ennugh to accommodate 200 or 250 students will be none too
large to meet the demands which wil! be made on the institution
in the near future.

“Yn closing this brief report, we desire tn express our deep
gratitude to God for what he has done for us as a school, and we
trust that his Spirit may continue to guide and monld the work till
all his purposes are fulfilled.”

1 think three years ago, or thereabouts, when the
idea of establishing another college in the west began
to be talked about, there was on the part of many a
feeling that such an ingtitution would result in a divi-
sion of the work and thus weaken it. That is, that
there would be simply two schools with about the
same attendance ag in the one. There were then
500 enrolled in the Battle Creek College. To-day
there are 725 in Battle Creek, and 550 in Union Col-
lege. These figureg are a sufficient answer to any
who feared that we moved too fast in establishing
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thisinstitution. And before the close of the second
year an earnest demand i sent in for more facilities,
and at the same time in Batfle Creek we are de-
manding more facilities to meet the requirements
here. .

I cannot forbear to say that the establishment of
Union College has been one of the greatest missionary
enterprises upon which the denomination has ever
entered, and that the money expended and the
effort put forth there has done more to put the
character of the work upon a solid basis in the
minds of the public than any other enterprise
undertaken west of Battle Creek, and this side of
the Rocky Mountaing. I might relate many in-
cidents in confirmation of this. Men of standing
as educators, and of standing in public life in various
capacities, have called to see the College, and to
enquire the secret of its wonderful growth. The
Wesleyan University of Lincoln, Neb., has been in
operation now about five years, and the Cottner
University (established by the Christian denomina-
tion,) four years. Union College now has 100 stu-
dents more than both of them fogether. It is a
wonder to all that section of the country how the
institution has had such a remarkable growth. It
is not a wonder, however, to those who have felt
from the first that the hand of God was in the
planting of it aud in the upbuilding of it, and
carrying it forward to the present time,

Walle Walle, College, Walln Walla, Wash.— At the
last session of the General Conference it was voted
to establizh a college in Walla Walla, Wash. I need
not refer to the perplexity which attended the be-
ginning of the work, which will more properly come
in connection with the financial report of the Asso-
ciation. The building was brought.to such a stage
of completion as to be dedicated Dec. 8, 1892, the
school having been opened the day previous. At
the dedication the address was delivered by the
Educational Secretary, and thie dedicatory prayer
wag offered by Elder R. 8. Donnell. The attend-
ance the first day was 101; the present envollment,
I learn by a report from the Principal, is about 165,
W. W. Prescott is President, and E. A. Butherland,
Principal, with a faculty of nine members. In this,
as in Union College, the great burden of directing
the work has fallen on the Principal. From fre-
quent reports received, I am glad to be able to speak
in the highest terms of the prosperity of the work.
The character of the work from an educational stand-
point has been satisfactory; the character of the
work from a religious standpcing has been more
than satisfactory; it has been highly gratifying.
The last letter received from the Principal speaks of
recent meetings held in which there was a special
awakening both among the students and in the

+
.

church, and a most cordial sentiment is growing up
among those located near the College toward it and
its work,

It is remarkable that before the close of the first
term of this institution, a call is made for more room,
and we are confronted with the statement that it will
be utterly impossible to take care of the students
who desire to attend that institution next year unless
we provide further facilities. So cordial is the senti-
ment toward the institution, both on the part of cur
own brethren, and the citizens of Walla Walla, that
only recently offers have been made of further dona-
tions to enlarge the building. Four of the citizens
have come forward, voluntarily, and have signified
that they were ready to help, if help is needed.
They have said that more has been done than was
agreed, and they are ready to help further. This
will probably be appreciated the more when I state,
not by way of invidious comparison, but simply as a
statement of fact, that Whitman College, located in
Walla Walla for twenty six years, hag an attendance.
of about one hundred. It has a debt of $5000. An
earnest attempt was recently made by the finanecial
agent of the institution to secure help from the citi-
zens to pay off this debt: and no help was granted.
Thus it seems remarkable indeed, that after helping
our college with donations of land, and with a cash
subscription of almost $5000, that they should come
forward veluntarily and say, “If you need further
enlargement we are ready to help you again.”

We can see again in the establishment of this in-
stifution, an indication of the value of such institu-
tions as missicnary enterprises in bringing before
those not acquainted with the dencmination, the
character of our work. There is nothing which
gives more stability to the work than to put it upon
a sound educational basis. When citizens in any
part of the country see that we are genuinely inter-
ested in education and establishing and maintaining
these institutions, they feel much more favorable to-
ward the work, and are much more ready to help
than otherwise. Another fact I might mention.
Walla Walla College ig, so far as I know, the first
college established on a purely vegetarian basis.
Not a pound of meat has been inside the institution
since it was established.

The following additional report of the Walla Walla
College was given by Brother Greenville Holbrook
who has had charge of the work of building the
College: — \

“It has been a little less than twelve months since permanent
plans and arrangements were made to erect a college at Walia
Walla, Washington. The actual work, begianing the latter part
of March, proceeded very micely up to the seventh day of
December, at which time the school was opened, with resuits as
you have heard in the report of the Educational S8ecretary.



354

GENERAL CONFERENCE DAILY BULLETIN:

‘The building, with but a few exceptions, is practically com-
plete. We are in great need of more water supply. We have de-
veloped a spring that will iill an eight inch pipe. There is a fall
of about fifty six feet from the spring to the building, the build-
ing being erected on arise of sixteen feet, ten feet being taken
up by the carriage of the water, leaving us thirty feet pressure.
This will give us sufficient water for the building and lawn, and
leave vs as much more to dispose of, which will afford ns a con-
tinual revenue. This we must have, as we now only have a com-
mon pump, and necessarily have to employ a man to pump the
water to supply the Home, thus enduring great inconvenience on
account of not having a sufficient supply. Thus we feel that a
suffieient water supply is the one great thing needed.

‘ Another thing immediately required isa baking oven. The
fact is that while we raise an abundance of grain in Washington,
we are obliged to ship it to the East at an exorhifant freight rate in
addition to the commission demanded by the “middle men,’ have
it prepared into bealth food here in Battle Creek and shipped back,
agaip encountering the said freight rates and middle men, which
makes the food cost us very heavily, namely, granola fifteen cents per
pound, and ecrackers from ten to twenty-five cents per pound.
Thus, while there is guite an inclinatiou on the part of our people
to adopt and practice the health reform, many of them are too
poor {o secure these foods at such prices, and they are thus obliged
to use other cheaper and ohjectionable foods. Our school has
adopted the purely vegetariau system, no meat ever having been
used in thehouse. 8o, taking all these things into consideration
we feel that baking facilities ought to he provided for this college.

¢ An addition to the school huilding is now greatly needed. We
have at preseut only enough room for 132 students iu the home.
This is all filled with the exception of eight rooms in the girls’ dor-
mitory, sufficient room to accommodate sixteen persons. We feel
that we must have an addition to the building during the coming
year, otherwise we shall be ohliged to turn students away. The cost
of the propesed addition, according to estimates furnished by nur
architeet, Brother W. C. Sisley, for sufficieut room to accommodate
forty-eight more students, and comprising twenty-four more rooms,
finished in the same style and mauner and furnished the same as
the present home, will be six thousand dollars, This we need very
much, but ecan get along without by turring students off should
more apply than we can accommodate, which we would necessarily
have to do.

“ Thebuilding is wired for electric lighting, with le;mps for the
same in every room. Everythiug is complete for lighilng except
the dynamo and power to run it. This we can of course get along
without, but it would be cheaper and better in every way if we
could put in the dynamo and power. We are at present using
kerosene ofl for lighting purposes, which is dear, dirty and dan-
gerols.

“We want to say of the preseni Facuity of the College that
-everythiog has moved witbont the least frictinn or jar, and we
most respectfully ask this Confereuce to allow us to retain the
preseat corps for aoother year, and to give us the same cook also
for the same time.

“ The establishment of the Coliege at Walla Walla has done
much to strengthen the interest of the hrethren in that vieinity.
The differences haretofore existing are being fully barmonized, and
there seems to be a gemneral ceniral pull being made for the up-
building and maintenance of tbe school. Even the towns people
of Walla Walla are interested in it. They never bave been more
interested in our work than at present, Sowme have voluniarily
offered an additional swhscription to the hujlding fund if we would
make an addition to our home or college, and this in consideration
to what tbey have already done is generous indeed. They are glad
at what we have already done there, and desire to lend a hand in

every good work, claiming that we have done more for the place
than any other denomination that ever came into their midst.”

Graysville Academy, Graysville, Tenn.— At the last
session of the General Conference it was voted that
a school should be established in District No. 2.
{(Year Book, page 57.) At the institute in Austell,
(Ga., a committee wag appointed to take charge of the
school interests. The committee consisted of R. M.
Kilgore, O. A. Olsen, H. Lindsay, C. L. Boyd, G. W.
Colcord, L. H. Crisler, and W. W. Prescott. ~ The
committee met in January 1892, at Chatianooga,
Tenn., and after looking over the situation, and hear-
ing a report from KElders Kilgore and Colcord, the
committee appointed H. Lindsay and W. W. Pres-
cott as a sub-coromittee to recommend as to location.
Brother Lindsay and T afterwards visited Atlanta,
Ga., to study the educational gituation there: and I
afterwards visited Nashville, Tenn., for the same
purpose.  After looking over the field thoroughly
the majority of the committee, meeting at Batile
Creek, decided that for the present, local schools
would best meet the sitnation in the South ; that the
time had not corae for establishing one central insti-
tution.

Under the counsel of this conomittee Elder Coleord
openeéd a school at Graysville, Tenn., Feh. 20, 1892,
Twenty-three were in attendance the first day, and
the enrolimeent the first term was thirfy-two. The
second term opened in September, 1892, with an
enrollment of thirty-two, and a report from Elder
Colcord, dated January 16, states that the enroll-
ment at present is sixty-two. At the beginning of
the work Hlder Colcord wag assisted only by his
wife; at present three teachers give their full time
to the work, and there are three who give partial
time. The growth of this school, and the character
of the work done, and the high value that is placed
upon it by those who have the privilege of attending
it and know of its work, open a way not only for
increased facilities for this school, which is now
held in a rented building with really very poor
facilities, but also suggests the need of establishing
other schools of a similar character in other parts of
the South.

The School in Australin.— Referring to the Year
Book again (page 56), it will be seen thai at the
last General Conference it was decided to open a
school in Australia as soon as practicable. In ac-
cordance with this action Elder L. J. Rosseau and
wife sailed for Australia last June. The firsf ferm
of the school opened in Melbourne, Aug, 24, 1892,
in a rented building with a faculty of five members,
L. J. Rossean is Principal, and assisting him are
Elder G. B. Starr, W. L. H. Baker, Mrs. L. J. Ros~
seau, and Mrs, G. B, Starr.

At the beginning of the term, twenty-four were in
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attendance, and up to October 1, thirty had been
enrolled. The number was still further increased
before the close of the term. The brethren in that
field write very positively of the value of thé school,
and the need of further facilities.

In a letter just received from Elder W. C. White,
he sends the report of the meeting of a committee
whoge duty it iz to locate a permanent school, the
feeling being that instead of renting a place there
should be grounds and buildings provided belonging
to the Conference. More helpers will be needed
for this field. They ask again in this letter for one
more helper to be sent for the opening of the school
vear in May next. The school has been favored in
having the presence of Elder W. C. White and Sister
White in the opening of the enterprise. In a letter
received last evening the brethren speak of the en-
couragement which they have derived from a state-
ment made by Sister White that she had seen rays
of hight shining upon them in their class work.

The School in South Africe.— No action was taken
by the General Conference in reference to a school
in South Africa. The first thing we knew we re-
ceived a letter from Elder A. T. Robinson saying
that twenty-three acres of land had been purchased
and a schoo!l building was under way, and agking us
to gend them four teachers for the beginning of the
school year, Feb. 1, 1893. Following this came the
request from the committee there that the Hduca-
tional Secretary should purchase in this country and
ship to them practically all the furnishing needed
for such a school.

As stated, the grounds congist of twenty-three
acres. One building has been erected, so planned
as to be used both as a home and for school pur-
poses, but so located that when necessary a college
building proper can be erected. The total expense
of grounds and building and furnishing has been
apout $35,000. Of this amount all has been sub-
seribed by friends in South Africa with the excep-
tion of about 81700. This is the extent of the debt
on the Ingtitution now.

In accordance with the request, four teachers
were sent from this country, Prof. . B. Miller, who
had been for several years principal of Battle Creek
College, Mrs. Miller, Miss Sarah B. Peck, and Har-
mon W. Lindsay, the last two were just complet-
ing the classical course here. I have received the
first calendar of this institution — Claremont Union

College — which reads very much the same ag our,

calendars here with the exception of some variation
in detail. In-the last report received from Prof
Miller he states that they were busy preparing for
opening of the term Feb. 1. At that time the pros-
pect for a full attendance was good, and I learn from
a letter wust received by Brother P. J. D. Wesgels

from Elder Robinson, that they have beén obliged
to fit up a cottage to provide suitable rooms for their
students. It seems to be the same story in every
land. I suppose that in South Africa, as in Amer-
ica, there were some who felt that the brethren weré
moving too rapidly, that they would not have a
sufficient teaching force or a sufficient number.of
students to make a school. The facts and figures
are sufficient answer, and as usual, we have already
heen served with the notice that more help will be
needed.

These institutions have been open sgince the last
General Conference in accordance with resolutions
adopted by the Conference, except in the case of the
South African school. Tet me now speak of the de-
mand for the coming year,

A Sehool in Idaho.— While at Walla Walla I was
told of the demand for a school at Mount Idaho,
Idaho. I immediately wrote tothe address given me,
reguesting full particulars of the situationto be for-
warded to me at Battle Creek. I have since learned
the following facts: Mount Idaho is a small town
of a few hundred inhabitants, located about four or
five miles from a similar village, both being in a
valley in the mountaing of northern Idahoé

They have never had a permanent school. They
have rented a room here and there and held a school.
They now make the following offer: They are ready
to deed to the denomination ten acres of ground, and
will turn over to the denomination nine hundred
dollars in subscriptions which they think cam be
somewhat increagsed. All they ask in return is that
the denomination shall erect a building to cost not
less than $1,500 in which there shall be two-rooms,
and that two teachers be furnished for the school.
They will then turn over for our use all the school
money that comes to the distriet. This is at pres-
ent only two or three hundred dollars,

But the question is, How canSeventh-day Adven-
tistes establish a school and receive State money ?
I wrote them that if we took up the enterprise on
such a basis our plan must be to have a district
school, for attendance upen which no tuition should
be charged to those living in the district, and in
which no religious teaching would be done; but in
the same building, in an adjoining room, we would
have a denominational school of a bigher grade, and
all who attend the denominational school would pay
tuition, and in that school religion would be taught
the same as in any of our denominational schools.
This plan seemed to be acceptable to them. Af
least they are walting our decision, with the earnest
request that at once after the close of this Conference
a legal representative be sent there if possible. = Just
as soon as we decide not to undertake it, the Episco-
palian Church stands ready and anxious to enter
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the field. The sister with whom I have corres-
ponded is herself a Sabbath-keeper, and there are a
few others in the vicinity. There seems to be no
prejudice against our denomination, and all under-
stand fully that if the school is started in this way
it will be under denominational control.

A School in Tevas.—The Texas Conference has
adopted a memorial requesting that a Conference
school be established in that State. To give force to
their request they send the minutes of meetings which
have been held,in which $3000 have been subscribed
unconditionally and $2000 more on certain conditions
as to its location. It would seem that such a de-
mand, based upon such subsecriptions, was worthy of
careful consideration. Those who are acquainted
with the situation know that the brethren in Texas
feel that although there is a college at Lincoln and
an academy at Graysville, yet for every practical
purpose these institutions are so far away that they
are not in any degree benefitted by them more than
by the school in Battle Creek. When they have to
2o so far, a few miles farther makes little difference.
They earnestly request that this Conference act upon
the matter.

A Genggal Conference School in Battle Creek. - With
the progress of the work and with the feeling which
we find now almost everywhere that older persons
desire to connect themselves more closely with the
work, the demrand comes that some gpecial pro-
vision should be made for preparing such persons
for the work. One of the greatest embarrassments
which the General Conference Committee will have
to meet in this phase of the work will be the fact that
many persons will offer therselves who are zealous
and consecrated, and desirous to assist in the work,
but are unfitted to enter upon it. It has seemed to the
Committee that it wonld be necessary to provide for
the coming year some facilities to meet this situation.
It has therefore seemed to them that provision
should be made for a school under the management
of the General Conference Committee, in which the
special purpose should be to give the best possible
practical preparation in the shortest possible time
to middle aged persons. In this the study of the
Bible and the I'nglish langunage in reading, writing,
and speaking, should be the leading topics of study.

This enforces the demand for more room here, as
the Committee would like to have this school estab-
lished in the College building and under the general
supervision of the Hducational Secretary and the
faculty of the College, but still under the direction
of the General Conference and not a local board of
trustees. To meet this demand would require at
least three or four rooms, including an assembly
room with a capacity of at least two hundred per-

13

sons. This not only demands further facilities, but
makes a demand for further teachers.

More Local Schools in the South. This is another
demand. One or mere schools should be opened in
the South for the colored people, and the demand
will come also for more schools for the white popula-
bion.

Summarizing the demands in the home field we
shall be called upon to furnish more help for Union
College and Walla Walla College, and for new
schools, if taken up, in Idaho, Texas, in the South
for both white and colored people, and in Battle Creek
for the General Conference school.

NEW 3CHOOLS ABROAD.

We will consider the demands for new schools
abroad.

The first and most pressing demand seeras to be
for a school in Ireland. The General Conference
Committee have received by the hand of Elder D.
A. Robinson a letter from Brother Isaac Bell, dated
Banbridge, Iteland, Jan. 8, 1893. Brother Bell lives
on a farm of abont seventy acres located two or three
miles from Banbridge, a city of six or seven thou-
sand inhabitants. This farm is under what might
be termed a perpetual lease. Omn it is a large build-"
ing which could be used for a home to accommodate
fifty or sixty boarding students. Another two-story
building has an assembly room which would accom-
modate two hundred or more, with two or three
rooms for recitation purposes.

He will furnish these buildings free of charge for
nse as a school. He will agree to furnish employ-
ment to the students who attend the school, in con-
ducting the work on the farm, and will pay them all
they can earn, and will also agree to furnish pro-
visions to the school at actual cost of production.
The demands made upon the Conference then would
be siraply to farnish the necessary teachers, as he
will atill hold himself responsible for the rent of the
whole place. In his letter Brother Bell states that
the people in that vicinity are unable to send their
children away from home and support them while
attending school ; that they must, at least to the ex-
tent of half their expenses, work their way. Thisis
the difficulty which has stood inthe way of establish-
ing a school there heretofore. On this plan he
thinks the students can earn at least half the ex-
penses, and in hiz judgoaent the parents can meet
the other half, and thus the school be sustained.

‘Elder D. A. Robinson is personally acquainted with

Brother Bell, has visited the place, and recommends
favorable consideration of this request.

The time is not far distant when there must be
schools opened in London and in Hamburg, and for
the next vear If we meet the demands made upon us
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more help must be furnished for the school inSouth
Africa and Australia. Therefore the demands upon
us in foreign fields is to furnish what is called for in
Ireland, to furnish more help for the schools in South
Africa and Australia, and this, even if no move is
made during the coming vear for schools in London
and Hamburg.

GROWTH DURING THE LAST TWOQ YEARS.

It is encouraging to note the growth in this part of
the work during the last two years. There are at the
present time more than twice as many students
attending Seventh-day Adventist schools in America
as were in atlendance two years ago. During that
time these schools in South Africa and Australia
have alzo been established.

Nineteen years ago Battle Creek College was estab-
lished. The conirolling board was called the Seventh-
day Adventist Educational Soclety, as being the only
educational organization then in existence among us.
The work went-on for sixteen or seventeen years,

- which brings us to the time of the last Gieneral Con-

~

ference. During the last two years there has been
more growth in the educatiomal work than in the
seventeen years preceeding that time, When I ask
myself the reason for this rapid growth (of which we
have no reason to be proud, for we ought to he
ashamed that’it had not been done years ago) I can
only go back to that institute st Harbor Springs.
To my mind the personal experience which we as
instructors gained there, the light which came to us
upon educational plans and metheds and upon the
real object to be somght in this educational work
being acted upon, has given the Lord a chance o
work more ageording to his mind, and less according
to our minds. Thus he could enlarge the work and
carry it on to his glory, and not to the glorification
of the workers. The real purpose of our school work
has been appreciated as never before.

Heretofore there has been too much of this view:
In order to prepare workers to engage in giving the
message all one needs is a limited knowledge of
grammar and some study on Daniel and Revelation.
Bo a very limited plan was laid out, and workers
were not permitied to take a sufficient tivne for their
preparation. We still hold that these schools are
established to prepare workers to give the message,
and we hold more emphatically than ever that a
knowledge of the Scriptures and good training in
langnage are essential elements in this preparation.
But we also hold that the preparation to labor in
thig wiessage is the best preparation for Life, if one
does not labor in the message, and that the proper

. preparation for life work, whatever it may he, is the

best preparation for thiz message. Therefore we
have not two classes of students, some preparing to

work in the message, some to teach or to enter other
business, but all are preparing for fields of useful-
ness, and are learning, as they can be taught from
day to day of God, that they may have a prepar-
ation for a sphere of usefulness wherever God may
call them,

We have endeavored to inculeate the idea that-
while pursuing their studies students may be work-
ers in God’s cause. Individuals have come to me to
talk about shortening their time of study, saying
that they wished to get out info the work. T have
said, Begin now. If God wants you to labor one
year i Battle Creek while attending College, well
and good, you do not need to put off laboring in
God’s cause until you leave the College. To some
who have adopted this plan there has come a very
different view of their life here. It isnot three or =
five years taken out their field of labor, but they be-
gin from the first day to labor in God’s cause where
he putsthem;and in this way while pursuing their
studies they have found themselves able to be used
of God just ag well and in some ways perhaps have
accomplished a greater work than they would, had
they been in the pay of some Conference devoting -
their time {0 the work. In our school of seven hun-
dred students there is a field of Sabbath-keepers as
large as in a number of our Conferences.

The real purpose of our educational work is to re-
store the tmage of God in the soul. It can be no
other than religious educstion. In our work we
have tried to know no such thing as velizgions eduea-
tion and secular eduecation, but it is all religious
education. This has been done without allowing
the feeling to come in that because the education is
religious education, therefore we do not need to
wark. If anyone ought to be a faithful and hard
worker it is one whose privilege it is to be taught of
God through God’s appointed means. So we have
encouragedl the idea that religious education is not a
sort of excuse for laziness, nor is it to take the place of
earnest mental work, but that every ome should
realize his personal responsibility for the use of every
opportunity to wmake the utmost of the facilities
given to fit himself for Iabor for God wherever he
may. be,

The hagis on which students should be encouraged .
to earnest work in securing an education is an impor-
tant matter. You know to what extent it is coming
to be a practice in eduecational instifutions to stimu-
late efforts by prize competitions in almost every
line. The marking system very generally encourages
a feeling of rivalry. The basis of the work is thus
made to be personal ambition, It is not so much
personal excellence, not o reach any certain idesl,
but to be ahove a neighbor.  Of two students, with
different capacities one may by much less hard work
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take the higher rank, and yet his fellow student may
do better work and be a hetter student.

The true basis seems to me to be this. BEvery ome
is endowed with certain capacifies and faculbies.
God has for him 3 certain ideal which he can reach
by the proper uge of time and opportunities. He is
not to be zatisfied with the fact that he outatrips his
neighbor. His effort should be to get what God
would have him, and suecess is to meet the ideal the
Lord has for him in view of his capacity and oppor-
tunity. His neighbor, who may have only-half the
capacity will reach the same degree of success and
will be worthy of the same commendation if he
reaches the ideal that God has for him in view of his
capacity and his opportunity. The true basis of
credit is not by comparing one with ancther to see if
one secures better standing or more prizes than his
neighbor, but to compare the actual standing of every
student with the ideal whick God intends he should
gain in view of the capacities with which he was en-
dowed and the opportunities God’s providence has
given him, '

This is & very different basis than simply the idea
of personal ambition to excel another. It is very
much easier for a feacher to impel one to earnest
work by appealing to personal ambiticn, because it
is a {rait of bhuman nature easily cultivated. So
many teachers, as being the easier method to get
work, as they say, out of students, appeal to them
on the basis of their standing, as compared with
another; but that trait of human nature needs no
cultivation. It is the same old self. When the
mind of Christ iz brought into our plans of educa-
tion, the purpose will not be to draw out and
strengthen elements of self, but it will be, as in all
other parts of the work, to empty one's self, to take
a humble position, and yet by that very means to
attain to an exaltation impossible in any other way.

THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE.— NO. 15.

ELDER A. T. JONES.

We shall begin to-night just where we stopped the
other evening, with the thought that was before us,
that we would now proceed to study this subject as
it is in the Bible. I could take the time and read it
all from the “ Testimonies” and “Steps to Christ.”
I could preach from them as well ag from the Bible
onthis. But If{ind this difficulty: the brethren seem
so ready to be content with what we read in these,
and will not go to the Bible te find it there. That is
what the “ Testimonies ” and “Steps to Christ” are
for; they are to lead us to see that it is in the Bible,
end to get it there. Now I shall avoid these pur-

posely, not as though there was anything wrong in
using then:; but what we want, brethren, is to get
at it in the Bible, and know wliere if is there. And
that s the Lord’s own way as pointed out in the
Testimonies, Let meread it here: —

“The word of God is sufficient to enlighten the most beclouded
mind, and may he understood hy those who have any desire fo un-
derstand it. But notwithetanding all this, some who profess to
ma¥e the word of God their study, are found living in direet op~
position to its plain teachings. Then, ko leave men and woren
without excuse, God gives plain apd pointed testimonies, bringing
them back to 1he word that they have neglected to follow,

“The word of God abounds in general prineiples for the forma-
tion of corrcet habits of living, and the Testimonies, general ahd
personal, have heen calculated to call their atiention more ¢specially
to these principles. . . .

“You are not familiar with the Seriptures. If yow had made
God's word your study, with a desjtre to reach the Bible standard
ard attain to Christian perfeetion yow would not have needed the
Testimonies, It is Because you have neglected-to aequaint your-
selves with God’s inspired Book that he has scught to reach you
by simple, direct testimonies. Calling your attention to the word
of tuspiration which you have neglected to obey.

“ Agditional truth is vot brought out ; bui God hag through
the Testimnonies simplified the great truihs already given, and in
hiz own chosen way brought them before the people, to awaken
and impress the mind with them, that afl may be without exense.

. . The Testimonies are not to belittle the word of God, but to
exalt it, and attract minds to if, that tbe beautiful simplicity of
truth may impress all.”

There is another reason alse why we want to get
this and see that it is in the Bible. That is because
we, from this Ingtitute and this Conference, are to
go forth to preach nothing else but just this one
thing ; and we are to preach to people who do not
believe the Testimonies. And the Scriptures have
told us that prophesyings are not for them that
believe not, but for them which believe. Tongues
are a sign to them that believe not; prophesyings
arc 4 sign to them that believe. 1 Cor, 14:22. Now
when we go and preach this message to people who
do mot know anything about the Testimonies, we
have to teach them that the Bible says it, and we
have to teach from that alone. If we were preaching
to our own people, to use the Testimonies and all
these other helps would be all well enough, but even
then, if their minds were furned fo these, and not
brought by these to the Bible itself, then #hat use of
the Testimonies is not what is intended by the Lord
as the right use of the Testimonies.

Now I have seen this same thing working another
way. There is that book that a great many make a
great deal of, “The Christian’s Secret of a Happy
Life.” I have seen people who have read that hook,
and got congiderable good out of it, as they thought,
and what was to them grest light, encouragement
and good; but even then they could not go to the
Bible and get it. Brethren, I want every one of you
to understand that there 1z more of the Christian’s
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gsecret of a happy Yfe, in the Bible, than in ten
thousand volumes of that book. [Congregation:
“Amen!”] I did not see that book for a long time.
I think it was about five or six years ago when I
first saw it. Somebody had it and was reading it,
and asked me if T had seen 1. I saild, “No.” I
was asked if I would read it T said, “VYes I will
_oread 1t;” and I did. But when I did read if, T
. knew that I had already got more of the Chiistian’s
- gecret of a happy life out of the Bible, than there is
in that book {0 begin with. I found that I got more
of the Christian’s secret of a happy life in the Bible
than she has in that book. I wish people would
learn to get out of the Bible what is in it, direct.
[Congregation: *“Amen!”] If that book helps
people to get that secret in the Bible, with a good
deal more of it, all richt. But I knew that that
book bhas nothing like the Christian’s secret of a
happy life, that every one can get in the Bible.

Oh T did hear once, I did get the news once, that

1 got my light, cut of that book., There is the Bock

where I got my Christian’s secret of a happy life
(holding up the Bible), and that is the only place.
And T had it before T ever saw the. other book, or
knew it was in existence. And I say again, When
- I came fo read the other I knew I had more of the
Christian’s secret of a happy life than there is In that
book to begin with, Andsc will every one else, who
will read the Bible and believe if.

Now I want to ask a few questions on what we
have gone over. What is the latter rain ? [Congrega-
tiom: “ The teaching of righteousness according to
righteousness.”] What is the loud ¢ry? [Congrega-
tion: “The message of the righteousness of Christ.”]
“ The loud cry has already begun in the message of
the rightecusness of Christ. Where does the latter
rain come from? [Congregation: “From God.”]
All of it? [Congregation:“Yes”] What iz it?
“The Spirit of God.”

Now let us just put two things together. The
teaching of righteonsness according to righteousness—
the message of righteousness—that is the loud cry;
that is the latfer rain; that is the righteousness of
Chrigt. Is thatso? [Congregation: “Yes.”] The
latter rain comes down from heaven. How much of
that latter rain comes out of me? [Congregation:
“None of it.” ] How muchof it can I manufacture?
[Congregation: “ Notany.”] Nowisthatso? [Con-
gregation: “Yes”] I cannot manufacbure any of
i$?  None of it springs from me at all?  Where does
it come from'? [Congregation: “Heaven”] Will
you take it that way? Will you receive it from
heaven? [Congregation: “ Yes.”]

Now that is where we came to the other night.
Are you ready to take it from heaven? [Congrega-
tion: “ Yes.”] Tseverybody in this house to-night

willing and ready to take rightecusness from heaven?
[Congregatien: “ Amen!”] according to God, with-

out agking that God shall get some of it from us?,

Are you? [Congregation: “Yes.”] Whoever is
willing to take rightecusness from heaven can receive
the latter rain [Congregation: “ Amen!”]; whoever
is not, but wants the Lord to get some of it out of
him, he cannot have the latter rain, he cannot have
the rightecusness of God, he cannct have the mes-
sage of the righteousness of Christ.

What is the latter rain? [Congregation: “Right-
eousness,”]  Are we in the time of the latter rain?
[Congregation: “Yes”] What are we to ask for?
[Congregation: “ Rain,”] What isit? [Congrega-
tion: “The teaching of righteousness according to
righteousness,”] Where is it to come from? [Con-
gregation: “ Heaven.”] Can we bhaveit? [Congre-
gation: “Yes”] Can we have itnow? [Congrega-
tion: “Yes’] Then the latter rain being the right-
eousness of God, his message of righteousness, the
loud ¢y, it all being that, and that to come down
from heaven: we are now in the time of if, we are to
agk for it, and receive it. Then what is to hinder us
from receiving the latter rain now? [Congregation:
“Unbelief.”] ,

T will read a passage from this little book to start
with. We have read it once before, it is found on

page 8 of “ Danger in Adopting a Worldly Policy 7 :—

* As man’s Intercessor and Advocate, Jesus will lead all who
are willing to be lad, saying, ‘Follow me upward, step by step,
where the clear light of the Sun of Rightecusness shines.” But not

all are following the light. Some are moving away from the safe -

path, which at every step is 2 path of humility. God has commit-
ted to his servants 4 message for this time. . . . I would not now
rehearse before you the evidences given in the past two years [four
years now | of the dealings of God by his chosez servants; but the
present evidtence of his working is revealed to you, and you are
2ow uagder obligation to belive.”

Believe what? What message is there referred o

that God has given to his servants for this time?
[Congregation: “The message of righteousnsss.”]
The message of the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
This is a testimony that had been despised, rejected,
and criticised for two years, and two years have
passed since that time. But now the present evi-
dence of his working is revealed, and now what does
God say to every one of us? “You are now under
obligation to believe” that message. Then whoever
does not believe it simply has to answer to God,
does he not? That is all. Well, then, let us begin,

There ig, however, another word to which I wish
to call attention. You will remember that I read
Isa. 59:6 in the last lesson; it was about those peo-
ple-who were trying to cover themselves with their
works. In the fourth verse we have these words:
“ None calleth for justice.” After the lesson Brother
Starr called my attention to the German translation,
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and that, he says, is: “None preacheth righteous-
ness.” I looked at the revised version and that has
it: “ None sueth for righteousness,” or the margin,
“None calleth for righteousness” I looked af
Young’s literal translation, and that likewise reads:
“Nomne calleth for righteousness.” So you see the
thought as expressed in this verse, “ None sueth,”
that is to say, to court, to agk for, to beseech, “ for
righteousness,” None calleth for that. The same
idea ig conveyed in the German, only it is put
in other words, “None preacheth righteousness.”
Well, is not that what the Lord says? They are
trying to cover themselves with their works, and
that i3 not righteousness.

Isaiah 54, lagt sentence of the chapter: “This is

the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their .

righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.” Their right-
eousness is of whom? of themselves? [Congrega-
tion: “Of the Lord.”] Their righteousness is of
their works? No, “ their righteousness is of me, saith
the .Lord” What do you say? [Congregation:
“ Amen.”] Then any man who expects, looks for,
or hopes for, any righteousness that does not come
from God, what then? What has he? [Voice:
“ Filthy rags.”} It is no righteousness at all. Even
those who want to get it out of their own works,
will it work that way? [Congregation: “No.”] Is
that of God? [Congregation: * No sir.”]

The only way that God can get into our works is
by having him to start with, and having his right-
eougness to begin with; and our only ground of
hope is in the righteousness of Christ imputed to us,
and in that wrought in us by his Holy Spirit. This
takes up the subject exactly where Brother Prescott
gtopped. Do you see it is Christ in us, that Hving
presence that does the righteous work, and that is
by the Holy Spirit? That is what the Holy Spirit
brings; that is the outpouring of the Iatter rain, is it
not? You see we cannot study anything elge. That
is the message for us now. Shall we receive the
mesgage? When we receive.the message what do
we receive ? [Congregation: “ Christ.”] When we
receive him what have we? [Voice: “The Holy
Spirit. The latter rain.’] This will come more fully
afterward.

Now another thing, brethren. I do not want you
to put off until after the meeting, your receiving of
it. You do not need to do that at all. What the
Lord wants iz for you and me to come here each
evening and sit down and recelve that just exactly as
he gives it. Just exactly as he says it. You just
open your mind and heart to the Lord, and say,
“TLord, that is so.” [Congregation: “ Amen.”] Don’t
wait until you go out of the house. “Well,” says
one, “are we to sit down here and take everything
that is said without any question at all?” No, not

in that gense. But we are to sit down here and have
such a meagure of the Bpirit of God that we can see
what he gives through that word which is the truth,
and then take it because it is the truth of God.
[Congregation: “ Amen.”]

Elder D. C. Babcock.~— Brother Jones, please read
Job 29: 23,

Elder . Jones, — Very good, “ And they waited for
me as for the rain; and they opened their mouth
wide as for the latter rain.” All right. What shall
we do? What does the Lord want us to do? Wait
for his Spirit as for rain. Open your mind; wait as
for the latter rain. What did he say by David?
“Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it.” Brethren,
let us sit down here and open our mouths just like
Httle birds; you know how they do;—it looks as
though the mouth was all the bird there was, That
igs what he wants us to do.

Can we not trust God to give to us what he wants
us to have? Brethren, there is a question in that
that I want to ask: When we come into a place like
this, come with hundreds of people who are seeking
the Lord, come asking the way to Zion, with our
faces thitherward, do we need to sit here snspiciously
looking cross-eyed at the Lord as though we did not
dare to trust him for what he would give? Is that
honest? [Congregation: “No.”] Isthatfair? [Con-
gregation: “ No.”] Nosir. I believe this much in
the Lord; that when we come together with our
hearts seeking him, every one that lays his heart
wide open to receive what the Lord has to give, will
not receive anything but what God gives, And the
man who comes into such a place as this, with his
suspicions aroused and with a readiness fo look
askance at the Lord —that man is not treating the
Lord as a person ought to treat the Lord: he is treat-
ing the Lord just as a person might fairly treat the
devil. Is henot?

Now, brethren, let us treat the Lord honestly ; let
us be honest with him, and he will be honest with
us. “To him that showeth himself.froward the
Lord will show himself froward.” If you and I treat
the Lord honestly, he will treat us just exactly like
God treats people. So I say, we need not come into
this house with a particle of suspicion as to whether
the Lord is going to give us things straight. He will
doit; and I am going to expect he will do if, and so
I am going to receive lots of blessing out of this
thing. That is settled.

Now Rom. 5:17: “For if by one man’s offense
death reigned by ome; much more they which re-
ceive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.” What is
righteougness in that verse, then? [Congregation:
“« A gift”] Is it? [Congregation: *“Yes, sir’’]
“ Their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.” It
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ig a gift, of rightecusness. How does it come to us,
“TIt is a gift.”] '

Now put those two things together: “ Their right-
eousness is of me” — it is a gift. He who recelves
it, what does hereceive? [Congregation : “ A gift.”]
He who recetves it as the gift that it is, receives
what 7 [Congregation : “ Righteousness.”] According
to what? God's idea of righteotisness. Will he give
us anything than that which is righteousness in hisg
own sight, and according to his own mind ? [Con-
gregation : “ No.”] Do you see that point? Then
be who does not receive the righteousness of God as
the free gift of God, does hehave it? [Congregation:
#“No.”] And he cannot so have it, you see, becanse
it is a gift. It is of God. It comes from God by
the precious gift that it is. And therefore it being of
God, and he giving it of his own gift, it is left to me
to get it in his own way. e gives what is his own
and he gives it according to his own idea. That is
the genuine article ; that is the rightecusness of God
alone. ‘

Then do n’t you gee in that there can be no room

- for a single thread of buman invention? We cannot

get it 'in there at all. Don’t you see what ample
provision the Lord hag miade that we may have the
perfect robe which he himself hath woven, which is
the righteousness of God itself, and which will make
us complete now, and in the time of the plagues, and
in every other time, and throughout all efernity ?
Brethren, I am glad that that is so. T am just as
glad as T can be.

A sister told me not long ago that before that time
four years ago she had just been lamenting her

~ estate, and wondering how in the world the time

wag ever going to come for the Lord to come, if he
had to wait for his people to get ready to meet him.
For she said the way she had been at it— and she
had worked as hard as anybody in this world, she
thought — ghe saw that she was not making progress
fast enough fo bring the Lord in any kind of reason-
able time at all; and she could net make out bow
the Lord was ;:,omg to come.

She was bothered about it; but she said when the
folks came home from aneapohs and they said,
*Why the Lord’s righteousness iz a gift, we can
have the righteousness of Christ ag a gif, and we can
have it now. “0,” gaid she, “ That made me glad;
that brought light; for then I could see how the
Lord could come pretty soon. When he himgelf
gives us’ the garment, the clothing, the character,
that fits us for the judgment and for the time of
trouble, I could then see how he could come just as
soon as he wanted to.”” ¢ And,” said she, © ‘it made
me glad, and I have been glad every since.” Breth-
ren, I am glad of it too, all the time.

Now there is sense in that thing to-day.

You

know we have all been in that same place. You
know the time was when we actually sat down and
cried because we could not do well enough to satisfy -
our own estimate of right doing; and as we were
expecting the Lord to coms soon, we dreaded the
news that it wds so near; for how in the world. were
we poing to be ready? Thank the Lord he can get
us ready. [Congregation: “Amen”] He provides
the wedding garment. The master of the wedding
feast always provided the wedding garment. Heis
the Master -of the wedding supper now; and he is
going to come pretty soon; and he says, “ Here is
clothing that will fit you to stand in that place.”
Now there will be some folks that cannot attend that
feast, because they have not on the wedding gar-
ment, but the Lord offers it as a free gift to all, and
as to the man who does not take it—-who is to
blame?

Another thing: Do you belisve now—let us have
that settled before we go any further. 1 want to
know how many people in this house actually be-
lieve, right down bounestly in their hearts, that God

‘is able to say what he means when he says it? .

[Congregation: * Yes.”] Then when you and I read
what he says, just as be says it in the Bible, I want
to know whether it is any use for you and me to go
over to some other part of the Bible and hunt up
some other text to see whether that does not confra-
dict this? Is the Lord able to tell his own story in
his own way without contradicting himself? [Con-
gregation: “VYes”] We have been at that long
enough. 8o I do not propose to harmonize any texts
of Scripture in all the work that I shall-have to do
here in this institute. I think the.Tlord has every-
thing straight, exactly as it is. I do not think he
needs any of my help. I think rather that I need
his help to see that there is no contradition at all
And I think that if there appears to me to be a con-
tradiction, then I need more of his Spirit to see that
there is none. Andinstead of trying to harmonize
the supposed contradiction, I am going to say that
the Lord knows all about that; and I am going to
wait until ke gives me breadth of mind encugh to
see it is no contradiction there at all.

So what I waut here to decide now, and forever, iz
that when you read anything in the Bible, that that
means exactly what it says, and you need mot hunt
up anything in the Bible to see whebher that tells
the other side of it. There is no other side; it iz all
one. “Well, then, how are yca going to explain
everything in the Bible when people ask you?”
There is the difficulty ; mén go out preaching the.
gospel, and they think if they cannct explain
everything that people ask them it is going to be a
great digcredit to their ministry. No, sir; it will be
well for you to acknowledge that there are some
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things even in the Bible that you have not grasped
fully yet.

What the Lord asks of you and me is stated in
2 Tim. 2:7, and it is the key of all Bible study; it is
God’s-directions for Bible study: * Consider what I
say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all
things.” The only things he asks of you and me to
consider is what he says; and if we have to consider
it for ten, fifteen, or twenty years to find out what
it means, we will find that it was worth twenty years
of waiting; we need not be disappointed at all
Bear in mind that the longer you have to consider a
text to find out what is in it, the more it will be
worth when you get it. So there is no place for
disconragement, ever. Therefore if I cannot meas-
ure the depths of it, I am going to be glad that it is
so deep that when I do get it, I shall rejoice as long
as 1 live.

All we have to do In these lessons is to consider
what He says, and depend upon Him to give us the
understanding of it. That is all. That is all I can
do, and every ome that will do that will get more
out of it than the one who does not consider what he
says.

Then “their righteousness is of me, saith the
Lord” That is what he says. [Congregation:
“Yes”] Ttisa gift of righteousness; it is a gift; is
that so? [Congregation: *“Yes”] Now how do we
receive a gift? * The rightecusness is of me;” he
gives it, a free gift; how do we get it? [Congrega-
tion: “ By faith.””] By faith. By faith. Let us bear
in mind also the definition which we havestudied, of
what faith is: not a satanic belief; that is not fith
at all: but a submission of the will to God, a yield-
ing of the heart to him, the affections fixed upon
him,—there is faith. That is God’s idea of faith,
And when we read of faith, and get his word of be-
lief which he has spoken in his word — that is what
he means.

Mark this: it is received by faith; it is known by
falth : but let us read the text and see that it is so.
Rom.1:17. The 16th verse is talking about the gos-
pel. “For therein is the rightecusness . . . revealed
from fadth to fadth,” What alone can obiain it, then?
[Congregation : “Faith.”] Not from faith to works;
but from faith to feith. But what is faith? Sub-
mission of the willito him; yielding of the heart to
him, the affections fixed upon him. That is sur-
render of self, and takes what God says as the fact;
in other words, faith is just simply this: that when
Gtod says a thing, and you and I read it, we say,
“That is s0.” That is faith.

Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God. Rom..10:17. What is the source of faith,
then? [Congregation: “The Word of God.”] How
does faith come to us? [Congregation: “ By hearing

the word of God.”] Faith comes to us by the word
of God. That is the source, the fountain of faith.
Then when that word isread, vou yield to that and
say; “ That is so.” I take that as it says; with no
attemnpt to explain it even to myself. T take it as
God says it; I receive it just as he says it:; T rest
upon it just as he says if; he giving me understand-
ing of it, — then I want to know whether | do not
receive in that word and from it just what he has in
it to give to me. Assuredly. That also precludes
our getting any thread of human invention into it

Then it is of faith ; it comes by faith; we receive
it that way. Then do n’t you see, that with the man
who does not understand, and begins to question
rightecusness by faith alone, the trouble is that
his soul 1s not submitied to God, his heart is
not yielded to God, the affections are not fixed
upon him? That is the difficulty. All the trouble
that ever comes to anybody in this world over
justification by faith is in the heart; in the refusal
to submit to God ; and that is the carnal mind; as
we read the other night, the carnal mind cannot
comprehend it; does not know it.

Now let us turn to the third chapter of Romans,
and begin reading with the 20th verse: “ Therefore
by. the deeds of the law thare shall no flesh be justi-
fied in his sight.” Justified is made righteous; so
whenever we read it here, you can just puf the
words, “made righteous,” there instead, and you
have the same thing always. “ For by the law is
the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of
God without the law is manifested, being witnessed
by the law and the prophets; even the righteous-
ness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto
all and upon all them that believe,” and then do
their best. [Congregation: “ No, sir; ‘for there is
no difference.’”] Unto all and upon all them that
believe ; for theve is no difference: for all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God.

Now the verse I am after: —

“ Being justified ” (made rlghteous) How? [Con-
gregation : “ Freely.”]  Being made rightecus freely.”
Isitso? [Congregation: “Yes.,”] Isitsc? [Con-
gregation: “ Amen.”] Let us thank the Lord that it is
s0. Let us take it right now. [Congregation: Amen.]
“ Being made righteous freely by his grace.” Now
let us stop here with that word “ grace ” and turn
over to Rom. 11: 6, where we read as follows: “ And
if by grace, then it is no more of works: otherwise
grace is no more grace.” And when grace is no more
grace what in the world then are the people in this
world going to de? When the grace of God is gone
what are we going to do? [Voice: “We would be
gone too.”] Yes. Brethren,let vy submit, Let us
submit. “But if it be of works, then it is no more ’
grace; otherwise work is no more work.”” A man’s
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works is all gone if there is no more works. Dow't
you see, then, what becomes of a man who takes
that course?

Now Romans 3:24: “ Being justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness.”
Whose righteousness? [Congregation: * God’s.”]
God has set forth who to declare it? [Congregation:
“Christ.””] Yes. “For the remission of sins that
are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare,
I say, at this time.” Whenisthat? [Congregation:
“Now.”] Is that.right now, just mow, to-night?

[Congregation: “Yes.”] Just now, four minutes of

nine o'clock? {Congregation: “ Yes””] His right-
eousness 7 [Congregation: “ Yes”] To you? [Con-
gregation: “ Yes”] Thank the Lord. “For the re-
mission of sins that are past, through the forbear-
ance of God; to declare, I say, at this time.” Will

" you go out of this house realizing that? T want to

ask, if any man goes out of this house without that
what in the world is the matter? [Voice: “Unbe-
lief”] 'Who is to blame? [Voice: “The man him-
seif”] Then let us not do it. The Lord wants us
to receive the latter rain. And shall we ask for it,
and then when it comes, not take it as he gives it
because it does mnot come quite as we thought it
would come. It is none of your business how it
comes. ltis for him fo give it, and for us to have
discernment to see that it is he who gives if.

“To declare, I say, at this time his rightecusness:
that he might be just.” That he might be righteous.
Oh he ig all right then; it is not going to tangle
bim; it is not going to disgrace him. “That he
might be just, and the justifier of him which beliey-
eth in Jesus.” And when God justifies I want to
know what business in the world anybody bas to
condemn. He does it; he is able to do it; he has
fixed the thing so he can do it, and be just all the
time; be just in the doing of it. Well then let us
let bim have his own way. The law of God is satis-
fied; let us be delighted. [Congregation: “ Amen.”]
I can tell you when I found out that in the doing
of this the Lord was justified, and that the law of
God was satisfied, I was delighted. .

Now we will read right on: “ Where is boasting
then? It is excluded. By what law? of works?
Nay : but by the law of faith. Therefore we con-
clude that a man is justified [made rightecus] by
faith without the deeds of the law.” Is that a right
conclusion?  [Congregation: “Yes”] Now igit?
[Congregation: *““Yes™] Who drew it? Whose
conclusion isit? [Congregation: “ God’s.”] Let us
tet him have his own way. Isnot he able to argue
straight ?  “What shall we say then that Abraham
our father, as pertaining to the-flesh, hath found?

For if Abrabam were justified by works, he hath -
whereof to glory; but not before God.” What good
is a man’s glorying, then, if he cannot glory before
God? We want,something to glory in, when the
heavens split open, and the face of God shines into
the hearts of men: we want gsomething that we can
glory.in just then. T tell you God gives us some-
thing that we can do it with, too, and that is his own
righteounsness.

“For what saith the Seripture? Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.”
What does that say? Abrabam believed God, and
it, it, i, i-t; what? [Congregation: “Faith.”] It;
what? [Congregation: * Believed God.”] His be-
Heving God —what did that amount to? [Con-
gregation: “ Righteousness.”] Who counted it to
him for righteousness? [Congregation: “God.”]
Well, did God make a mistake? [Congregation:
“No.”] Whether we understand it or not; the Lord
did it; and he did right in doing it. He was per-
fectly just: he said so. We were not in the doing of
it; we did not have the plan to lay; we could not
have done it if we had tried anyway. Let us let
him have his own way, I say again, brethren; and .
when we let him have his, own way, and we are in
his own way, it will be all right, and we need not be
a bit afraid.

What was counted to Abraham for rlghteousness‘?
—THe believed God, and God said, “You are right-
eous, Abraham.” Now that is said three times in
that little short space. What was it that was
counted to him for rightecusness ? — His believing
God. It i-t—it.

“Now to him that worketh ig the reward not
reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that
worketh nof” — Tg that what it eays? [Congregation:
“Yes] Did the Lord say it that way? [Congre-
gation: “Yes””] “But believeth on him that justi-
fieth the ungodly.” But that is the Laodicean mes-
sage again,—miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked ; that is the kind of people that the Lord jus-
tifies  “ His faith is counted to him for righteons-
ness.” The ungodly, his faith is counted for right-
eousness. What is counted to him ? | Congregation:
“His faith for righteousness.”] And that is believ-
ing that God is justifying ungodly men? Will that
bring righteousness to a. man? {Congregation:
“Yes.”] To confess that he is ungodly, and then
believe that God makes that kind of man righteous.
Yes, indeed.

I cannot tell how; I cannot understand it. I
know it is so, and I am so glad that it is so, that I
do not care whether I ever find out hew or not.
The Lord wants us to have what he gives. Let us
take it. The time has explired, and we will begin
right there again. But do not forget what- was
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counted to Abrabam for righteousness; and “if we
be Christ’s, then are we Abraham’s seed.”

Bt e e —————

THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.—No. 7.

PROF. W. W. PRESCOFT.

Ix the fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth, chap-
tors of John we have instruction that was given o
bis disciples by our Saviour just before he left them ;
and in these chapters we find some most precious
lessons. The promise is the gift of the Spirit. I
will first sketch through these chapters somewhat
briefiy, and then take up more particularly some of
the ingtruction given in them. In the early part of
the fourteenth chapter our Saviour spoke of his
going away, and of his promise to return again.
Then he gpoke of the fact that those who saw him,
really saw the character of his Fatherin him, and that
they were to believe him for the very work's sake,

Beginning with the fifteenth verse, I read, “If ye
love me keep my comumandments, and I will pray
the Father, and be shall give you another Comforter,
that he may abide with you forever.” That is, I will
- ask the Father, I will make a request-of him ; and
there is the promise, “he shall give you another
Comforter.”” Christ is speaking to them of a second,
or another Comforter. 'Who was the first Comfor-
ter? If there was to be another, there must have
been a first one.

There is, perbaps, a general misapprehension asg
to the real meaning of this word Comforter. It is
not simply one who comforts in distress, although he
does all that. The idea is more that ofa helper. So
the Revised Version suggests as -a rendering, this
word, “helper.””  “Iwill pray the Father, and he will
give you another Comforter, another helper, another
advocate.”

The same word exactly is found in this seripture:
“My little children, these things write I unto you,
that ye gin not. If any man sin, we have an Advo-
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
1 Jobn 2:1. We have an Advocate, we have a
Comiforter, we have a Helper with the Father. Now
this was written after Christ had ascended, but it
was after the gift of the Spirit in that special way,
after the Comforter had come to the disciples on the
earth. The idea of a counselor, a helper, on ad-
viger, is all in this word, and you may look at it in
this way: that Christ sitteth at the right hand of the
Father ; he is an Advocate, or Helper, or Comforter
there. The Spirit is with us here. That is our Com-
forter, Helper, Advocate here. If we take up the
legal figure of an advocate; “ he ever liveth to make
Not in the sense that his work

is to incline the Father to be favorable to us when
he otherwise would be unfavorable, but he ever
Liveth at the right hand of the Father ag our Advo-
cate, our Helper, our Comforter, to talk. with the
Father about us. That is the idea of it.

But we have an adversary who is falking also.
He says, How can you save such sinful creatures as
these are? they are all covered with sin. 'We do not
deny the charge; we cannot do that; but we trust
in Christ and his blood to cleanse. When the
adversary stands in the presence of God and makes
that charge, as represented in the third chapter of
Zachariah, when Joshua stood hefore God clothed
with filthy garments, and Satan stood there to ac-
cuse him, and oppose him,—when Satan makes
that charge in the presence of the angels, we have
an advocate there who speaks just as our advocate
speaks, “ The blood of Christ cleanseth.,” He speaks
that word to us when Satan opposes here. When
Satan opposes us there, we have an advocate who
ever liveth and talks with the Father about ug; and
when the adversary says, How can you save such
sinfal creatures? they have sinned, they have re-
belled, they have disobeyed, the advocate says, True,
but, My blood! my blood! my blood |

So we have an advocate there, a counselor who is
always at court, who is always watching, as it were,
to see whether.the enemy would suddenly bring up
our case and cause it to go against us. We have an
advocate right there who ever liveth to speak to the
Father about our cases when they come up. But
besides that, we have, ag it were, an advocate right
with us, a kind of confidential counselor who stays
right by us, who speaks the same words of comfort,
the same words of hope, the same words of instruc-
to us as are gpoken in our behall in the heavenly
courts, when our cages are considered there.

8o the promise is, He shall give you another com-
forter, another helper, another advocate, another
counselor; that he -may abide with you forever;
that he may be with you forever. It is interesting
to notice that this is just the promise of Christ be-
fore he went away : “ Lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the emd of the world” He shall give you
another Comdorter that he may remain with you,
abide with you, be with you forever.

Christ is going away, but the Comforter that he
sends to take his place, to be the other Comforter,
the other advocate, the other helper, was not to go
away. He wag to be with us forever, to the “ end of
the age,” all the time; “even the Spirit of truth;
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth bim: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not
leave you comfortless: I will come to you.” The

Dbetter word is, I am coming. We use our present
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tense in that Way-—-I am commg, 11: gwes & more
emphatic idea of the suddenness or nearness of the
thing. 8o, we might say, I will not leave you com-
fortless; I will not leave you bereft of a Comforter,
a helper, an advecate, a counselor; I am coming to
ou.

7 “Yet a litile while and the world seeth me no
more: but ye see me; becaunse I live, ye shall live
also. At that time ye shall know that I am in my
TFather, and ye in me and I in you.” Verses 19, 20.
Now that is the union by the Spirit of Christ.
When that comes you will know that I and the
Father are one, and you will know that you and I
are one.

I noticed an Ulustration the other day which
gseemed to me very striking for a simple one, how
it was that we can be in Christ and Christ in us at
the same time. It was this: You fill a boftle with
sea~-waber and drop it in the sea. The botlle is filled
with the seqa, and the sea is in the bottle, and the
bottle is in the sea; but the sea that is in the bottle
and the boitle and all are buried in the sea, and
there is room for lots of bottles full in the sea. Of
course you do not want to carry that figure too far
and say, Bottle it up and keep it there,

The idea iz simply, Christ in us, and we in hzm
and all lost in him, so to speak; he in us, and we in
him; that closeness of union. “He that hath my
commandments and keepeth them, he it is that lov-
eth me; and he that loveth me shall be loved of my
Father, and I will live in him, and will manifest
myself in him.” Verse 21. We can render it this
way I am about to manifest myself, or I am going
to manifest myself to them. * Judas saith unto him,
not Iscariot, Lord, how i3 it that thou wilt manifest
thyself unto us, and not unto the world?” You see
he had been with them in the world, and the world
could see him just as plainly as the disciples could
see him. Now he says, 1 ar going away ; but I am
coming again, and I will manifest myself to you, and
the world shall not see me.

That was a very natural questlon for one Who did
not understand the spiritual meaning of it. ITow ig
that going to be? how is it that he will manifest
himself to us and others cannof see him? “Jesus
answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he
will keep my word : and my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my
sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine,
but the Father’s which sent me” Verses 28, 24,
Notice, through all that the idea is that the Spiritis
in his word and the word is Christ and “ ke that
loveth me and keepeth my words, and I come ; ™ and
then the word of Christ dwells in him richly in all
wisdom.

« These thmgs have I spoken unto you bemg yet
present with you; but the Comforter, [the helper,
the counselor,] which is the Holy Ghost [Holy
Spirit], whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance whatever I have said anto yeu.”

The Father was to send another Comforter.
Christ has been a comfort, a help, a counselor and a
friend to his disciples. Now he would send the
Holy Ghost, another Comforter, Christ is still an
advocate, a helper, a counselor right now; and he
shall teach you, shall instruct in all things, and
bring to your remembrance all things whatsoever 1
have sald unto you. Now notice that the charac-
teristic of the Spirit that I spoke of the other even-
ing begins to come in here ag & natural result of the
promise of the Spirit. You will remember that
when Christ had passed into the holiest, and the
faith of those who were looking for him there,
reached him, they prayed, “My father give us thy
Spirit. Then Jesus would breathe upon them the
Holy Ghost. In that breath was life, power, and
much love, joy and peace” Having given the prom-
ise of the Spirit, he begins to tell right away what
would be the consequences of receiving it. There
would be peace and joy. “Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give unto you ; not as the world giveth
give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.”

Now understand this principle that pervades the
thole Scripture, that what Christ says to his diciples,
he says to every disciple of his from that time to the
present. When he spoke to his disciples, he saw all
of his disciples, to the very last one. So he saw us.
Hence his words to them are just as muach to you and
me as to them. 8o he says, Peace, and this comes
when we receive the Spirit.  The fruit of the Spirit
ig love, joy, peace, etc.  And he says: “ Let not your
heart be troubled, neither lef it be afraid. Ye have
heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come
again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice,
becanse 1 sald, I go unto the Father: for my Father
is greater than I.  And now I have told you before
it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye
might believe. Hereafter I will not talk much with
you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath
nothing in me. But that the world may know that
Ilove the Father; and as the Father gave me com-
mandment, even so I do.  Arige, let us go hence.”

Now comes in the instruction with reference to
the union of Christ and his disciples, that wonderful
lesson based upon the vine and fthe branches. But
that union is the natural result of the Spirit. These
chapters really all deal with the gift of the Spirit
and the result of receiving it, and these explanations
that come in between the passages where the Spirit
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is -spoken of are only showing the resulfs of its
reception. Therefore, these lessons are upon the
union of the disciples with him. This same Spirit
which brings a union between the disciples and him
brings a union also between the disciples themselves.
On this point I read from this little * Testimony to
Ministers,” page 32: —

“The people of God can be united only through the power of
‘the Holy Ghost, and this is the union‘which will stand the test.”

You see we are dissimilar in tastes and purposes,
and thoughts, and all that. And the meaning of
this is, that it brings us into harmony. There must
be the power of the Holy Ghost which unites us to
Christ, which brings his mind, his likeness to us, and
which brings us near together, into union and har-
mony one with another.

“If ye keep my commandments, ve shall ablde in
my love; even as I have kept my father’s command-
ments, and abide in his love.” Verse 10, chapter 15.
The first fruit of the Spirit is love, and so he is

¢« gpeaking about abiding in love. *“ These things have

I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in
you, and that yvour joy might be full”” Verse 11.
You will remamber that with the manifestation of
the Spirit there is not only light and power, but
much joy, much love, much peace. 8o then this
comes in naturally about this instruction concerning
the gift of the Spirit and its offices. “This is my

. commandment, That ye love one another, as I have

loved you. Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are
my friends, if ye do whatzoever I command you.”
Verses 12-14,

“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me
before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the
world would Iove his own: but because ye are not
of the world, but I have chosen you cut of the
world, therefore the world hateth you.” Verses 18,
19. Why does this instruction about the world
hating one come in here? To my mind the reason
is this: The gift of the Spirit separates one from the
world ; gives him a character entirely different from
the character of the world. Now the one thing that
gtirs up a feeling againgt the Chrigtian more than

anything else iz that he shall manifest the character -

of Christ. The devil does not care how much we
profess Christianity : in fact, he likes to havea goodly
number merely professing Christianity ; he likes to
have them nominally accept the Sabbath and this
message, becauss they do more harm in that way
than as though they rejected Christ.

But one who really receives Christ and his Spirit
in his heart becomes at once an aggressive disciple of
Christ; and an aggressive disciple of Christ will stir
up. opposition always. It does not mean that he
goes out in a fierce, defiant spirit; but there is this

controversy between light and . darkness, between
Christ and Satan, and.just as soon.as anyone mani-
fests any zeal in behalf of Christ, just that moment
the opposition is stitred against him. So when one
receives the Spirit of Christ, and is endowed with it,
and goes out as an aggressive disciple of Christ, he
will at once meet with opposition, and the world will
hate him; hence this instruction. This is frue of
all genuine disciples of Christ. “ The friendship of
the world is enmity with God.” “ Ye cannot serve
God and mammon.” Itis to “ come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing”-—sin in any form. Then
there will be a mark of distinction, and the world
and the flesh and the devil will hate guch an aggres-
gve diseiple of Christ, who iz endowed with the
Spirit.

“ Remember the word that I said unto you, The
servant s not greater than his Lord. If they have
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they
have kept mwy saying, they will keep yours also.
But all these things will they do unto you for my
name’s sake, because they know not him that sent
me.? Verses 20, 21. “ But when the Comforter i3
come, whom I will send unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the
TFatherhe shall testify”of me.” Verse 26.° Then the
servant of Christ, in whom the Spirit dwells will
have just one theme, and that is to testify of Christ,
to preach Christ. That will be his whole theme, be~
cause when that Comforter is come * He shall testify
of me” He will festify to us of Christ, and then
through us he will testify to others of Christ. He
will bear witness of Christ.

“ And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have
been with me from the beginning.” Verse 27. Do
you bear witness also? He shall bear witness of
me; he shall instruct you about me. Now when he
instructs you about me, and he dwells in you, Do
you also bear witness of me, because you have been
with me {rom the beginning? *These things have I
spoken unto you, that ye should mnot be of-
fended.” “They shall put you out of the syna-
gogues [the church]: yea, the time cometh, that
wheosoever killeth you will think that he doeth Ged
service.” They shall be put to dsath unless they
yield obedience to the beast and to his image; and
they will think that in doing that they are doing
God service. “ And these things will they do unto
you, because they have not known the Father, nor
me.” John 16:1-3. * Nevertheless, I tell you the
fruth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for
il go not away, the Comforter will not come unto
yow.” Verse 7. That is, it is for your advantage
that I go away, so that the Comforter, the helper,
the counsslor, the advocate, should come.
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“ And when he is come, he will reprove the world
of gin, and of righteousness, and of judgment;” or,
He will conwince the world concerning sin, snd con-
cerning righteousness, and concerning judgment.
% (Of gin, because they believe not on me; of right-
eousness, becatse I go to my Father, and ye see me
no more; of judgment,” because the prince of this
world ig judged. I have yet many things to say
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth; is come, he will guide
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself;
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:
and he will show you things to come.” Verses 8-13.
You will remember that Christ did not speak of
himgelf: * As the Father said unto me, g0 I speak.”
“ For I have given unto them the words which thou
gavest me” “He shall glorify me: for he shall
receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.”
Verse 14.

Now notice that these are definite promises to you
and to me. We have read these scriptures over too
easily altogether, and now we want to get them as
definite, personal promises. Is he showing usthings
to come? “All things that the Father hath are
‘mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine,
and shall shew it unto you. A little while, and ye
shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye
shall see me, because 1 go to the Father” Verses
15, 16. Then they began to make inquiry of him
and ask questions; and he answered them and told
them that he was going away, and the last words
of this chapter are: “These things have I spoken
unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world” Verse 33.
Be of good cheer; be of good comfert; cheer up!
cheer up! Almost his last words with them were,
I am going away: ve shall have tribulation; but,
cheer up! It's all right; be of good courage. Do
not let your heart be troubled. T am your comfort.
I am with you always. Go on!

Then comes this remarkable prayer of the seven-
teenth chapter. I will not take time to read it all.
You are familiar with it. I begin ai the twentieth
verse: “ Neither pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me through their word.”
I want to think, every time I read that prayer, that
Christ prayed for me just as much as he did for
those disciples, and had me in mind just as much ag
those disciples who heard him in prayer, and that I
can take the comfort to myself that Christ prayed for
me, and that that prayer is still for me. He prayed
not alone for them, but for all, “ That they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they also may be one in us; that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me.” Verse 21. That is

the result of receiving the Spirit. It brings unity.
He gave gifts unto men. It was that they might get-
into the unity of the faith.

There is 2 bond of union in the Spirit that binds
together as nothing else will do. And this pmyer
of Chrigt for us,— for you and me, wag that we
might be one, just as he and the Father were one.
If that were so, brethren, there wottld not be the
least bit of bickering, there would not be the least
bit of suspicion about one another. What a blessed
condition of things that would be; that oneness be-
tween brethren that was between Christ and the
Father. Why! He delighted to do his Father’s
will. They were one in thought; one in purpose;
one in act; theirs was the perfection of union. Hs
gaid to Philip, “ He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father” Their characters were the same exactly.
He manifested the character of God.

Now we are to manifest the character of Christ;
for he said fo his disciples: “ As the Father hath
sent me, even so send I you,” and the Spirit of Christ
the mind of Christ, dwelling in the hearts of the be-
Hevers draws them together and binds them together
in the bond of Christian love and fellowship, God
wantg all estrangement, all alienation, all suspicion,
all questioning, all bickering, and everything of that
kind to be put aside. That is not the fruit of the
Spirit; it is the very opposite of it. It isthe devil
working to bring in strife, to bring in differences; it
ig the devil working to bring in anything and every-
thing that will turn us away from Christ, and what
Christ is for us. And anyone, and I say it plainly,
who allows himself to be used to speak words of sus-
picion, words of estrangement, words of accusation,
words of alienation, is simply a mouthpiece for the
devil. That is just what he is. Anditisever 80
much worse for one to do that who has known God
and the pardoning love of Christ. If iz worse in
him, and the results are worse. Let us not do it
any more.

Now let ug go back a little, because these chapters
bear a very close and careful study. Chapter 14 :16.
The first promise is, “ 1 will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide
with you forever.” Now let us see in this study
that the promise of the Spirit is the promise of Christ
himself; that it is through the Spirit that Christ is
with ug. Remember that expression in “Early
Writings " to which I call attention again, that when
the Spirit was given, that is, when Christ breathed the-
Holy Ghost, there wag much love, joy, and peace
with it. These are the fruits of the Spirit. Turn
with me now to “Steps to Christ,” p. 84. Speaking
of the disciples after the ascension of Christ and of
their bringing their requests in the name of the:
Father, we read: —
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“ And Pentecost brought them the presence of the Comforter, of

‘whom Christ had safd, ‘heshall be in you.’ Andhe had further

said, - It is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away,
the Comforter will not come unto you; hut if I depart I will send
him unto you.’ Henceforth through the Spirit, Christ was to
abide continualty in the hearts of his children.?

Let us read Eph. 3:16,17. “That he would
grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by
faith.” With that scripture put this thought:
Henceforth through the Spirit Christ was to abide
continnally in the hearts of his children. Their
union with him wag cloger than when he was per-
sonally with them. Have you ever thought that if
you could have lived when Christ was here upon
earth it would have been a very easy thing to be-

Jieve on him? and it would have been a wonderful

experience if you could have seen right there with
him; butif we only receive him through the Spirit
the union is closer now than it was then. The truth
is; we do not believethat it is so and that is the reason
why it is not fulfilled to us. The way to believe
that is to thank God that it is true, and then we can
rejoice in i,

Let us read the next sentence in this Testimony:
“The light, and love, and power of the indwelling

-Christ shone out through them, so that men, behold-

ing, marveled.” The light, and love, and power is

“the Spirit that is fo be given to us. There was to be

much light and power in it, and also much love, joy,
peace. Here it says: “The light, and love, and
power of the indwelling Christ shone out through
them.” This is true, and the union i to be cloger
than when he was upon the earth. Now ig that so
in our experience? Is he with us always? We do
not have to go to Jerusalem to see if he will come to
the feast. He is at this feast; he is with you at
home and abroad ; no matter where T am, he is with
me. Now that is a beautiful theory, but what we
want to do in order for it to benefit us, iz to open the
door and let him in, and believe he i3 there and does
abide with us continually.

Then his indwelling presence will appear in our
lives. When he comes to dwell with us he wants to
malke use of us as insbruments of rightecnsness. He

ds not the minister of sin. Every word thatis spoken

should be a word of Christ ; every act that is per-
formed should be an act of Christ. O, well, then,

yousay, we are to be infallible, and that is fa,natlcal

and so I cannot go with you on that theory. I do

not want you to go with me on that theory; T want
You to go with me on that practice.

You just let the
Lord take care of that, and see how nicely he will

-do it.

It is a fact, now, that we stand and wait for every-

thing to be explained, when it cannot he explained,

It is utterly useless for me to take time to try to ex-
plain these things, “The natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God,”  because they are
spirttnally discerned.” The only way to learn these
things is by experience, and that experience comes
by believing them before we understand them ; and
the way to understand them ig to believe them ; it is
the only way that has ever been known. You find
a person who has known the spiritual life and ex-
perience, the blessed experience of Christ’s dwelling
in him, and he is not around asking you how it can
be so. No. He is around praising the Lord that it
inso; ibis 2 great deal better experience to praise
the Lord that it is true. Do not ask how these
things can be so.. I cannot understand it, do not try
to understand it ; let Christ come in himself.

You will remember that the Tabernacle did not
have any windows at all, and the covering cutside
looked black, almost ugly. Suppose someone had
come along in the wilderness and seen the Tabernacle,
and said, What a homely, dark object that is, I would
not think the priests would like it. But, when they
went ingide it was all filled with light and beauty.
Come ingide, brethren, it is all light, beauty, joy,
glory inside. But, if we stand outside and look at
it, it does not look that way. Don’t stand outside;
come inside. There are mysteries connected with
the indwelling of Christ in the heart that we shall
study to all eternity, and we shall just praise God to
all eternity for the wonders of his grace. Yet, so far
ag this is concerned it I8 just as simple as that two
and two are four, because we enjoy the experience
when we cannot explain it when we are not ealled
upon to explain if.

Why, if we were obliged to explain everything
which we enjoy before we enjoy it, we should never
enjoy many things, becaunse When we come right
down to try to explain to 4 man how it is that when
ne puts bread and graing, fruit and milk, and other
articles in the mouth, and they hecome ﬂesh bone,
etc., he could not do it.  When you come to me and
say you will not eat again until you understand how
that is, it will be very inexpensive board for you,
brethren, for some time to come. It ig the same
thing with the spiritual., Why should anyone stand
outside, and refuse to receive the light and power
and blessing of Chrigt dwelling in him, because he
cannot explain that power and cannot answer every
objection toit. Go right on eating, even if you can-
not explain everything. Christ dwells within by the
Spirit that comes to us.

We can have enough in that one promise that we
took up there, to make our hearts glad to all eter-
nity. It has seemed to me as we have taken up this
gtudy, that some of us were waiting for something
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beyond, without taking the blessings that are right
here. They are just as full of light and glory and
power as they can be. Now, the Lord wants us to
receive his Spirit right now; he wanis our hearis
open all the time to receive it. The heart is opened
by confession and repentance of our sins, by a spirit
of contrition, by a permanent sense of unworthiness,
and not being lifted up when he gives us of his
grace and his power. And we are to receive the
Spirit in that fullness that we are fo rejoice in the
Lord all the tire.

“ My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the
humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.” “Heismy
rock, and there is no unrighteousness inhim.” 1 can
gay that all the time; if anyone askes me, Have you
lived s0 many years without sin? T will lay hold of
the Lord: “He is wy rock, and there is no un-
righteousness in him.” “Be strong in the Lord.”
“ Rejoice in the Lord.” Everything is in the Lord.

Let us receive the light and receive everything in the
Lord.
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