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MONDAY MORKING SOCIAL MEETING.

Ar the ministers and delegates 8:30 morning
meeting, Monday morning, February 27, the follow-
ing testinnony from Sister White was read : —

Grores’s TeRRACE, 87. KiLpa Roab,

MELBOURNE, Jan. 9, 93,

The time of peril is now upon us. It can uno lenger he spoken
of ss in the future. And the power of every mind, sanctified to
the Master’s work, is to be employed, not to bedge up the way he-
fore the messages God sends to his peopie, but to iabor unitedly in
preparing a people to stand in the great day of God. It is not the
inspiration from heaven that ieads one to be suspicious, watching
for a chance and greedily seizing npon it to prove that those bhreth-
ren who differ from us in some ipferpretation of Scripture are not
sound in the faith. There is danger that this course of action wili

_ produee the very result assumed; and to a great degree the guilt

will rest upon those who are watching for evil, Had our brethren

heen free from prejudice, and walking in humility, they would

have been ready to receive iight from whatever source; recogniz-
ing the 8pirit of God and the grace of Christ, they would be in-
deed channels of light, and their long experience wouid make
them couns‘eliors, men of sound judgment.

The opposition in our own ranks has imposed upon the Lord's mes-
sengers a laboripus and soul trying task; for they havehad to meet
diffieulties and obstacles which need not have existed. ‘While thig

“lahor had to be performed among our pwn people, to make them

wiliing that God should work in the day of his power, the light of
the glory-of God has not been shining in clear eoncentrated rays to
the world. Thousands who are now in the darkness of error, might
have been added to our nnmbers., All the time and thought and

. labor required to counteract the infiuence of our bretbhren who

oppose the message has been Just so much taken from the world
of the swift coming jndgments of God, The Spirit of God has been
present in power among his peopie, but it could not be hestowed
upon them, hecause they did not open their hearts to receive it.

It is not the opposition of the world that We have to fear; but
it is the elements that woyk among ourselves that have hindered
The efficiency of the movemants for exfending the
truth depends upon the harmonions action of those who profess to
believe it. Love and confidence constitute a moral foree that

would have united our churches, and insured harmony of action:
hut eoldness and distrust have brought disunion that has shorn us
of our strength,

The Lord designed that the messages of warning and instruction
given through the 8pirit to his people should go everywhere. But
the influence that grew out of the resistaunce of light and trath at
Minneapoifs, tended to make of no effect the iight God had given
to his people through the Testimonles. ¢ Gireat Controversy,?’
Vol. 4 bas not had the elreuiation that it should have had, heeanse
some of those whd oceupy responsihie positions were ieavened with
the spirit that prevailed at Minneapoiis, a spirit that clouded the
discernment of the people of God.

The work of opponents -t the truth has heen steadﬂy advancing
while we bave been eompelled to devote our energies in o great de-
gree to counteraciing the work of the enemy through those who
were In our ranks. The dullness of some and the opposition of
others have confined our strength and means iargely among those
who know the trath, but do not practice its principles. If every
soldier of Christ bad done his duty, if every watchman on the wails
of Zion had given the trumpet a certain sound, the world might
ere this have heard the message of warning. But the work is
years behind. What account will be rendered to God for thns
retarding the work ¢

While the angels were hoiding the four winds that they shonld
not biow, giving opportunity for every one who had light to let it
ghine to the world, there have been infiuences among us to ery
peace and safety. Many did not understand that we had not time
or strength or inflnence to be lost through dflatory actipn. While
men slept, S8atan has heen stesling & march upon us, working
up the advantages given him to have things after his own order.

The Tord has revealed to us that the Laodieean message appiies
to the chureh at this time, and yet how few make a praeticai appii-
eation of it to themseives. God has wrought for us; we have no
eompiaint to make of heaven, for the richest blessings have been
proffered us, but our people have been very reluetant to aceept
them. Those who have been so stubbora and rebeilious that they
would not humble themselves to receive the light of God sent in
mercy to their sonls, beearne so destitute of the Holy Spirit that
the Lord comld not use them. Unless they are eonverted, these
men will never enter the mansions of the blest. Bome have been
preaching the word whose labors have been %aj nted with impurity
and licentiousness. They have done far more harm than good.
Unless they shall turn from their cvil ways, they Will perish with

S
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the wicked. Others have carried the truth in a’very indifferent
mwaoner; they have had no real burden of tbe work; they have
gone backward rather than forward. It is high time for these to
retrace their steps; for they have lost their first love. The Lord’s
injunction to them is: —

‘ Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent,
and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, execept thou repent.”

A great work is before us. There are a few who carry the
heavy burden of responsibility. They feel that God bas committed
‘t0 our American churches s solemn trustin the fuessages of truth
to he given to the world. From all nations the Macedonian cry is
heard, “Come over and help us.” God in his providence has
opened fields before us, and if the buman agents co-operate with
the divine agencies, mapy souls may be partakers of a pure and
saving faith. For years the appeal has been made, but the Lord’s
professed people have been sleeping over their allotted work, and
it remains almost untouched. God has selt message after mes-
$age to arouse our churches to do something, and to do it now.
But to the call of God, ** Whom shall I send? > there have been
few voices to respond, “Here am I, send me? Through this
neglect, many souls will jose the opportunity the Lord desired to
give them. -

“ A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: and sent
his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come;
for all things are ready. And they all with one consent began to
make excuse. The firet said unto him, I bave bought a piece of
ground, and I must needs go and see it; I pray thee have me ex-
cused. And another gaid, [ have hought five yoke of oxen, avd I gn
to prove them, I pray thee have me excosed. And another said, I
have miarried a wife, and therefore I eannot come, So that servant
came, and showed his Lord these things.  Then the master of the
house being angry sald to his servamt, Go ont quickly into the
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the
maimed, and the halt, and the blind. And the servant, said, Lord,
it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is rcom. And
the Lord said unto the ‘servant, Go out into the highways and
hedges, and compel them to come in, that 1y house may be filled.
For I say unto yeu, that none of those which weve bidden shall taste
of my supper.”

When the message of Godis brought to them, many will thug
excuse themselves. But the work must be pressed wherever there
is an opening. Men and money are needed to carryit forward,
Rtill there is opportunity for us to share the Raviour’s self-deniat
and sacrifice for the salvation of souls. The necessities of the
work now demand far greater outlay than ever before. The Lord
calls upon his people to make every effort fo cnrtail their expenses,
Again I plead that instead of spending mosey for pictures of your-
self and your friends, you shonld turn it into another channel,
Let the money thai bas been devoted to the gratification of self
flow into the Lord’s treasury to sustaip those who are working to
save perishing souls. Let those who have houses and lands give heed
to the message, ** Sell that ye have, and give alms.>* * Bring ye all
the tithes into the store-house, that there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me lerewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
thatthere shall not be room enough to receive it.

The Lord is soon to come. We must work while the day lasts;
for ‘the night is eoming, in which no man cap work. O, many,
many have lost the spirit of self-denialand sacrifice. They have
been burylog their money in temporal possessions, There are men
whom God has blessed, whom he is testing to see What response
they will make ic his benefits. They have withheld their iithes and
offerings until their debt to the Lord God of hiosts has become so
great that they grow pale at the thought of remdering to the Lord

his own,— a just tithe. Make haste, brethren, you have now the
opportunity o be honest with God; delay not. For your soul’s
sake, no longer rob (God in tithes and offerings.

The Lord calls for every talent and ability to be put to use.
‘When the reproach of indolence and slothfulness shall have heen
wiped away from the chureh, the Spirit of the Lord will be gra-
ciously manifested; divine power will combine with human effort,
the church will see the providential interpositions of the Lord@ God
of hosts, the light of truth will be giffused, the knowledge of God
and of Jesus Christ whom ke has sent. As in the apostles’ time,
many sowls will turn unto the Lord The earth will ke lighted
with the glory of the angel from, heaven.

If the world is to be convineced of sin as transgressors of God’s
law, the agency must be the Holy Spirit working through human
instrumentalities. The church needs now to shake off her death-
like slumber; for the Lord is walting to bless his people who will
recognize the blessing when it comes, and diffuse it in clear, sirong
rays of light  *Then will I sprinkle elean water uwpoo you, and ye
shall be clezn. . , . AndJ will put my spirit within you, and canse
you to walk in my statutes.” If the wilderness of the church is
t0 hecome as a froitful field, and the fruitful field to be as a forest,
it'is through the Holy Spirit of God poured oui upon his people.
The heavenly agencies have long heen waiting for the human
agents, the members of the church, to eg-operate with them in the
great work to be done. They are waiting for you. 8o vast ig the
fleld, so comprebensive the design, that every sanctified heart will
be pressed into service as an agent of divine power.

At the same time there will be a power stirring everything from
beneath. The working of evil angels will be manifest in decep-
tions, defusions, in calamities, and in casualities and erimes of no
ordinary eharacter. While God employs the angels of mercy to work
through his buman agents, Satan sets his agencies in operation,
laying under tribute all the powers that suhmit to his control.
There will be lords many and gods many, The crywill be heard,
Lo, kere 1s Christ™ and ¢° Lo, ke is there,” The deep plotting of
Batan will reveal its workings everywhere, for the purpose of
distracting attention from present duty. The appearance of a false
christ will awaken delusive hepes in the minds of those whio will
allow themselves to be deceived. The churchk membeérs that are
awake will arize t0 the emergency, and manifestations of satanie
power are to be presented in their true Iight before the people.
There will be signs and wonders in the world of nature. The pow-
ersof earth angd hell will manifesta terrifying, destructive activity.
But theeye of faith will discern in all these manifestations har-
bingers of the grand aud awful foture, and the triumphs that will
surely come to God's people.

Let all whe belisve the truik for this time put away their
differences} put away envy and evil speaking apd evil think-
ing. Press together, press together, ‘‘Seeing ye have purified
your souls i obeying the truth through the 8pirit unto nnfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye Jove ome another wiith a pure
heart fervently.”

Work, O work, keeping eternity in view. Bear in mind that
every power must be sanctified. In yourselves you are powerless
to do anything good. Christ declares, * Without me ye can do
nobhing.” Becoming partakers of the divine natnre, you can do
all things. Through Christ you can have power with God and
with man. A great work is £o be done. Let the prayer go forth
from unfeigned lips, ** God be merciful unto us and bless ug; and
canse his face to shine upon us; that thy way may be known upon
the earth, thy saving health among all nations.”  Qur God is wait-
ing to be gracious. <“.And this is life etermal, that they might
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou bhast
sent.” Wil the chureh give to the world tie light of the knowl-
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edge of Jesus Christ 2 Shall the light shine forth to all nations,
kindreds, tongies and peoples ? .

There is no difference between the Jew and the Greek; for
the sampe Lord over all is rich unto ‘all that call upon him. For
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
How, then, shali they call’upon him, in whom they bave not
believed 2 And how shail they helieve in kim of whom they have
not heard ? and how shall they hear without a preacher; and
how shall they preach except they be sent ¢ as it is written, “ How
beantiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peate, and

" hring glad tidings of good things” “For 8o hath the Lord com.
manded us, saying, I have set thee to he a fight to the Geniiles,
that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.”

“But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compas-
sion becausevthey fainted and were scatiered abroad, a2 sheep
having ue shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, the har-
vest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his
barvest.” Our work is plainly laid down in the word of God.
Christian is 10 be umted to Christian, church to church, the human
instrumentality co-operating with the divine, every agency to be
sabordinate to the Hely 8pirit, and all to be combined in giving to
the world the good tidings of the grace of God.

: ErreN G. WHITE.

Following the reading of this, a most excellent
social meeting occurred, a number of brethren re-
sponding with hearty confessions and expressions of
determination to walk in unity and love and the
advancing light. The good Spirit of the Lord came
in in marked degree, tears flowed freely, and expres-
glons of joy and thankfuiness scemed to well up from
every heart.

-

,PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL RELfG!OUS LIBERTY
ASSOCIATION.

SECOND MEETING.

Taxr second meeting of the National Religious Lib-
erty Assoclation was called Monday, -February 27,
at 10:00 A. »., with Allen Moon, the Vice-president,
in the chair.

Opening prayer was offered by Elder 5. H. Lane,
after which Miss Nellie Ballenger sang as a solo No.
39 of “Bongs of Freedom,” “ The Southérn Night is
Sleeping,” a selection written on the Tennessee per-
secutions. Following this the Secretary read the
minutes of the previous meeting, which were ap-
proved.

The Committee on Resolutions next submitted its
report, which was adopted as follows, by acting on
each resolution separately: —

LY
1. Resolved, That Art. 6, of the Constitution he amended by
striking out all after the word ““ meeting ¥ in the second line.
8. Resolved, That Art. 1, be amended by substituting the word
“International ” for National”~ t
3. Resolved, That Art. 4, Bec. 1, be ameuded by striking out the
phrase “ap Editorial Committes of five.”

4. Resolved, That Sec. 3, Art, 4 be amended by striking out the
words by ballot »?, and suhstituting the word “biennial 7 for
“ annual.”? BN

5. Resdlyed, That the hy-laws be amended by striking out Nos. 1
and 4, and smending No. 10 by substituting the word  ferritories
for the word “ states **; No. 13, by substituting the word * bien-
nial # for annual; No. 14, by substituting the word “ regular " for
the word “annual ’; No, 15, by substituting the word * regnlar”?
for ‘* annual ** and striking out the word * regular’’ in next to the X
last line.

6. flesolved, That the appeal and remonstrance adopted hy the
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, Friday, Feh, 24,
1893 he printed in tract form, and circulated as extensively as its
importance raeriis.

The following} preamble and resolution was pre-
sented by the Committee on resolutions for discus-
gion only, and afier many favorable remarks touching
it, it was withdrawn, since action upon it involved
the co-aperation of the General Conference Cornmit-
tee: —

Whereas, A hetier understanding of the principles of religious
liberty is necessary both for an adequate appreciation of their im-
portanee, and an intelligent promulgation of them therefore,

Resolved, That we urge the several Conferences to hol@ workers’
institutes for the study of religious liberty subjects, and that we
will 2id in such institute work hy furnishieg instructors when sé
requested,

Elder Wheeler, lately a Baptist minister, but who
has been attracted to the views of Bible doctrines
held by Seventh-day Adventists throngh reading the
American Sentined and other Religious Liberty litera~
ture, was requested to speak touching the present
position of the Baptist denomination as regards re-
Jligious liberty, and responded with a few brief remarks
and quotations from Baptist periodicals and works,
ghowing how this denomination has recently departed
from its former adherence to the principles of relip-
yous liberty, and thus giving his reasons for having
to sever his connection with that people. He first
gave a gquotation from a work entitled “ The Baptists
in the United States,” pages 9 and 18, as follows: —

“The magistrate is not to meddle with religion or matters of
conscience, nor compel men to this or that form of religion, he-
cause Christ is King and Lawgiver of churck and congelence.

« After mature geliberation they resolved to present an address
to the political convention which was soon Lo assemhble in Rich-
mond. This address took very dacided ground in regard to the
necessity of the independence of the American colonies, It also
sought from the couvention some action in regard to religicus
liberty; and its Statement of the principles of the Baptists was
very clear and forcible. ‘We hold that the mere toleration of
religion by the civil government is not sufficient; that no state
religious establishment ought t0 exist; that ol religious denomina-

. tions ought to stand upon the same footing; and that to all alike

the protection of the government should be extended, securing to
them the peaceable enjoyment of their own religious princjples and
modes of worship.’”’

In showing further how the Bapiists still hold to
the doctrine of liberty of conscience in form, -Elder

/
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Wheeler quoted from the “Sixtieth Annual Report
of the American Baptist Home Missionary Society ”
(page 10), which society convened in Philadelphia,
May 27, 28, 1892, In a memorial to Congress to
adopt the proposed Sixteenth Amendment passed
at this convention, it is stated: —

“We submit this memorial with special gratitede to Almighty
@od, that in the forefront of our denominational principles have
abways stood the principles of ahsolute independence of the persopal
consecience, and of the total separation of the practical administra-
tion of the functioas of the State from the practical administrations
of the functions of the Church, Christendom very slowly emerged
from the darkness that claimed the right to enforee religious conform-
ity by law, into which it had been plunged hy the ill-mated union of
Chureh and State under the Emperor Constantine. Even the Re-
formed church defeuded the right of the sovereign to impose his
own religion wpon his subjects. Ouly a few great thinkers were
groping here and there toward the light, apd, with more or less
vagueness and inconsistency, confusing toleration with freedorm,
were advancing the cange of mental and spiritual liberty. But it
is the unquestionable honor of our religious ancestry that, seeing
clearly the imperial dignity of the human conscience, as Christ has
made it free, under His own sole and supreme Lordship, it con-
stantly and comsistently contended that the right zf the State shall
pertain to civil things only.”’

But while the denomination still holds to the doe-
trine of religious liberty in form, Elder Wheeler
gshowed how easily and quickly they ignored this
doctrine by stating that the next morning after this
memorial just referred to was adopted, the same
convention adopted the following resolufion : —

it Resolved, That we do herehy respectfully request the Congress
of the United States to withhold the appropriation of $5,000,000
asked for by the World’s Fair Commissioners until satisfactory
assurances are given that the Fair will uot be opened on the Lord’s
day.”’— ldem, p. 13.

Then to show the character of the resolution, that
it was entirely religious, he quoted from an article
by Rev. Joseph K. Dixon, in The Watchman of Au-
sust 25, 1892. This is one of the leading Baptist
papers. The article was entitled, “Our Columbian
Sunday,” and the quotation Tuns as follows: -

“The Christian Sabbath a corner-stone of the Republic. To the
perpetual honor of Congress, the doors of the Columbian Exposi-
tion are to be bolted on Sunday. The bolts should he from the
beams of the Mayflower. Tor three or four weeks during the clos-
ing days of the pational legislature, senators and congressmen were
filling the morning hours by reading petitions from their constitu-
ency, praving for legislation against a desecrated Sabbath. It was
the best voice of the best pedple crystallized in legislative epact-
ment. Now let the churches put tbeir seal upom it by the pro-
posed service.”’

As farther proof of the avowed religious character
of this movement among the Baptists, he further
quoted from a letter written by Dr. Henson, of
the First Baptist church of Chicago, to the Watchman,
as follows ; —

“Qa Friday evening, October Tth, there was a grand gathering
in our Auditorium, of 7,000 representative citizens of Chicago, to
express their profound satisfaction at the aet of Coagress in vot-
iug to close the gates of the World’s Fair on the Sabbath, and to
render thanks to Almighty God for the signal triumph he had
thus given to the cause of truth and righteousness. . . . Itis
gratifying, in a very bigh degree, to know that the highest moral
sentiment of the American pecple iz Bere asserting itself in such
emphatic fashion.”

Speaking of foreigners, Dr. Henson’s letter further
gaid : —

#We shall net compel them to attend our churches, and listen
to our tedions homilies; but -as they have ecome to see America,
we desire to show the best things we bave got, and‘the very first
of our best things is the American Sabbath.”

With reference to the World’s Fair Directors op-
posing the Sunday-closing measare, Dr. Henson’s let-
ter states that back of all this is —

¢ A deep-seated feeling that this a fight between the religious
sentiment of the nation and that growing irreligious seatiment,
that is determined to have np master hut its own sweet will.”

This religious aspect of the guestion is also further
shown in the resolution passed by the Massachusets
Baptist State Convention, held at Lowell, October 27,
1891 :—

 Resolved, That it is the profound conviction of thisconvention,
representing more than 50,000 Baptists of Massachusetts, that the
Columhian Exposition, to be held in Chicago in 18¢3, be elosed on
the Lord’s day, thus imitating the good example of the Warld’s
Fair in Philadelphia, in 1876, and thus recognizing the working-
men’s right to cne day’s rest in seven, and thus showing proper re-
spect to the religions convietions of the millions of Christian people
in this great nation who believe that the Sahbath is oneof the chief
bulwarks of Christianity, and that the matntenance of Christianity
is of the mmost importance in its relation to property and pros-+
perity, and the perpetuity of our free institutions.”

Elder Wheeler stated that in discussing the Sun-
day law proposed by Mr. Charlton, in the Canadian
Parliament, the editor of the Canadian Baptist under
date, Feb. 9, 1893, justified legislation discriminating
between religious denominations in the following
language :—

“'While we believe such a law just amd good and necessary to
the general well-heing, we freely admit that it is productive of
hardships to those Christizns who conseienticonsly believe them-
selves bound to keep the seventh day holy. It is frue that * the
enactment of laws meaus their enforecerent,’ even by civil paing
and pepaliies, if necessary. It is patural and right that the State
should select for fts rest day the day which is most acceptable to
the largest number of itg citizems. The resuls is that the citizens
whose reiigious convictions constrain him to abstaip from his daily
avocations on the Jast day of the week finds himself ecompelled by
law to cease work also on the first dayof the week. Itis a casein
which one’s obedience to conscience costs him something. In many
cases the loss of two days in the week, so far as worldly industrjr
is copcerned, may prove a very heavy tax. But the complaini of
religious persecution is illogical and cannot be mainiained. The
Seventh-day Baptist is not compelled to reston the first day of the
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week on any religious ground. He is not punished or persecuted
either for engaging or nof engaging in any religious service on eith-
er the geventh day or the first. His hardship is that he cannoi
couscientiously work on a day which the great majority of his fel-
low citizens devote te labor and business and suffer loss in conse-
quence. He cannot ask that the great majority shall set aside their
preferences and by charging the day of rest cause the many to suff-
er the loss for the sake of the few. If he can convince the majori-
ty that an enforeed rest day is not essential to the public good, he
is at liberty to do so and secure the abolition of all S8unday laws.”

“ Whather it would be practicable to make any exceptional pro-
vision to mitigate the bardship to those who are in the position
deseribed or not, is a question for the careful consideration of our
legielators,.and of all concerned. It is clear that at hest any such
provision couid be hut very partial and uneatisfactory in its opera-
tion, ard that it would he very difficult to guard it from abuse.

““The points which we wish here to make and emphasize are,
first, that all legislation for the enforcement of a day of rest should
be hased wholly on secular, not religions grounds, and, second,
that the disadvantages and disahilities which those who ohserve
the seventh day suffer under such legislation are in no sense an in-
fringement of their religious liberty, but are purely an incidental
resuls of their religious convictions, and a result which there seems
no means of avoiding, save at the cost of the physical and social,
and we may gafely add, moral well-being of the whole common-
wealth.”

In contrast with that is this; Elder Wheeler again
called attention to the comrect and fondamental
principle laid down by the Baptists as laid down in
the first quotation given in the following words:—

“ Al religious denominations ought to stand upon thesame foot-
ing; and that to all altke the protection of the government should
be ei(»t)ended, securfug to them the peaceable enjoyment of their
own religious prineiples and modes of worship.”

Elder Wheeler stated in closing that in conversa-
tion with different Baptist clergymen, while many
of them have taken a noble stand for the prineciples
of religious liberty, some of thern were decidedly
against it, one Baptist clergyman saying, in speaking
of the persecution of S8eventh-day Adventists in Ten-
nesses, that he thought the State was justified in the
course which it had pursued toward them. Another
one, when the Baptist principles of religious liberty
were being read, said if these were Baptist principles
he thought it was time that Baptist principles were
changed. While the principles of religious liberty
were very strongly implanted in the hearts of a large
number of the Baptist people, the, fact is,.and one

. which Elder Wheeler said had greatly pgined him,
the leaders and the religious papers of the denomina-
tion are at the present fime almost a unit against it,
and the demomination is drifting away from their
fixed, long-established and well-known principles.

+

As amended, the Constitution and By-laws of the
International Religious Liberty Association reads as
follows: —

CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE L. —XAME.

This Society shall be called the InTERNaTIONAL RELIGIOUS LIB-
ERTY ARSOCIATION.
ARTICLE IL.—oBJECT.

The object of this Assoectation shall be to protect the rights of
conseience; t0 maintain a total separation between religion and
the civil government; and by means of the platform and the press
to educate the public mind on the relations that ghould exist be-
tween the Church and the State.

ARTICLE [II,—MEMBERS.

All persons approving these objects, and who will subseribe to
the Declaration of Principles, may be memhers of this Association
by ithe payment-of one doliar, and an annual due thereafter of one
dollar.

ARTICLE IV.—OFFICERS.

8rorron 1. The officers of this Assoclation shall he a Pregident,
first Vice-President, Recording Sceretary, Corresponding Secretary,
Treasurer, an Editorizl Committee of five, of which the President,
Vice-FPresident, and Recording Seeretary shall be memhers.

8gc. 2, The Executive Commities shall have power to appoint
one or more General Field Secretaries, also to appoint in each State
and Territory a Vice.President, a District Secretary, and = Press
Agent, all of whom shall work ander the direction of the Executive
Committee.

8ec. 3. The officers of this Association shall be elected at the
biennial meelings of the Association, notice of which shall he pub-
lished at least three weeks hefors such meetings are held, and the
members present shall constitute a quorum, )

BEC. 4. Vacancies oceurring in any of the offices of the Associa-
tion may be filled by the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE V.—FUNDS.

S8gorroN 1. All funds arising from membership fees and annual
dues shall be nsed according to the discretion of the Executive
Committee in defense of members who may be prosecuted in conse-
quence of religious intolerance and unjust and oppressive legisiation,
and for the publication and distribution of literature upon the
principles of the Assocfation, and for the support of lecturers in the
field. . N

8ec. 2. The Executive Committee may call for contributions, and
aceept donations for special enterprises and emergencies that may
arise as funds are needed.

ARTICLE VI.~—AMENDMENTS.

This Constitution may be amended by a three-fourths vote of
those present at any regwlar mneeting,

BY-LAWS.

1. This International Religious Liberty Association shall have
an organ thropgh which to advoecate fis principles and advertise
and mold its work. .

2. Noliterature shall be publighed or circulated under the name
of thig Society by ahy of its officers or members until it has been
indorsed by the Executive Committee of the Association.

3. The duty of employing legal counsel, and defending members
indicted for violating religious laws, shgll devolve upon the Exeen-
tive Committee; but this power may he delegated to the Vice-
Presidents in the several States when necessary.

4. No act or deciston involvingxgreat expense, or change in the
working of the Association, shall be valid unless, st the time the
act is voted upom, or a decision is made, a majority of the Exeeu-
tive Committee shall be present,
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5. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Association
and of the Executive Committee, and see that the will of the Com-
mittee Is faithfully executed.

6. The Recording Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings
of the Associntion and of the Executive Committee.

7. The Corresponding Seeretary shall maintain a regular corre-
spondence with the Vice-Presidents, District Secretaries, and State
Press Agents, and execute al other correspondence ordered by-the
Executive Committee.

8. Tt shall be the duty of the V:ee—Premdents to enlist the co-
operation of ministers, lawyers, school-teachers, and husiness men
in the work of the Association; to assist, under the direction of
the Executive Committee, in the defense of any members of the
Society who may be prosecuted for non-compliance with religious
enactments, and to take the general supervision of the work in

. their respective territories.

9. District Secretaries shall lecture on the subject of religious
liberty in all its phases, secure signatures to the petitions opposing
religions legislation, and aiso obtain all possible co-operation in
such work, and in the distribution of literature in harmony with
the aim of the Association.

10. Press Agents shall he ampowered, with the concurrence of the
Vice-Presidents and District Secretaries of thejr respective States, to
select and appoint in each county seat and city of their States, re-
ponsihlepersons who are insympathy with the ohject of the Associa-
tion, and who will act in its behalf by working with local editors to
bring to their attention the .nportanceof the question of religious
livertyand to get their influeuces in bebalf of the aim of the As-
sociation,

11. The general meetings of the Association shall be held bien-
nially at such time and place as may be agreed upon by the Execu-
tive Committee.

12. The Executive Committee shall andit the accounts of the
Treasurer, and make a report of the same at the regular meetings
of the Association,

13. These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the
members preseut at aoy regular meeting of the Association, or at
any meeting called for that purpose, due notice having heen given
of such meeting.

The tfollowing report of the nominating committee
was stubroitted and adopted :—

For President — Allen Moon.

Vige President — A. T. Jones.

Recording Secretary — A F, Ballenger.

Corresponding Secretary — A, 0. Tait.

Treasurer — Miss Lena Steinel.

Eyecutive Committee — Allen Moon, A. T. Jones, (. A. Olsen, A.
F. Ballenger, A. O. Tait, C. P. Bollman, W, A. Colcord. '

On motion, the meeting adjourned sine dte.

INTERNATIONAL SABBATH-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
PROCEEDINGS. )

BECOND MEETING,

THE second meeting of the Association convened
Feb, 27, 3 p. M. The president in the chair. Hynn

- 1255 was sung, and Elder Mc Cutchen invoked the
divine blessing upon the meeting, and the Sabbath-
school work. The minutes of the last meeting were

read and approved. Brother C. H. Jones referred to-
the fact that the plan of using a portion of the Sab-
bath-school contributions for missionary work origi-
nated in California, where in 1886 over $700 of the
Sabbath-school donations were appropriated for the
Australian mission. The delegate from South Af
rica, Brother J. J. Wessels, read a report of the South
African Association: —

- REPORT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN SABBATH-
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION.

The interest in the Sabbath-school work in South
Africa has been consgantly srowing, each guarter
showing a marked improvement on the preceeding
one.- At the beginning of each year we resolved by
God’s help to make the schools more instructive,
interesting and attractive, than they were the year
before.

‘When we first began to have Sabbath-schools, it
was thought that we could not keep pace with the
schools in the United States, in the matter of lessons,
donations, etc. We experienced great-trouble- by
not receiving our mail promptiy, consequently our
orders for lesson books etc., could not reach us for -
at least one year from the time they were issued.

Owing to our isolated position as a mission, we at
firat deemed it best to apply the money raised by
our schools for the furtherance of local work.

Each school decided for themselves what lesson
books they would use, or what portion of Seripture
they would study. Thus almost every school had
different lessons. During the year 1890 much
thought and attention was given to this matter, and,.
as a result of our deliberations, the majority agreed
that it would be more in harmony with the mind of
the Spirit of the Lord, and would tendin no small
degree to the furtherance of the 8. 8. work in South
Africa, for us to work in concert, as far as possible,
with oui Sabbath-schoels all over the world, and
hence, we adoptéd the lessons and plans as recom-
mended by the International 8, 8. Association.

As we thought how other schools had donated
their offerines to send the truth to us, we felt that it
would be a great privilege for us to fall into line and
try to infuse the same missionary spirit into the
South African schools.

Our first offerings for the year 1890, amountmg tor
about $185.00, weére for the “ghip mlssmn,” this in-
cluded an exira gift made at Christmas by nearly ali
our schools. The following year-$70.00 of our offer-
ings were given to the “ship mission,” and about
$72.00 to the “South American Mission.” It now
became apparent that the members of the schools
became more and more interested in the missionary
ship, and missionary work generally; and we notice
that the geography of the countries to which our
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contributions were going was being studied by many
with great interest. Many were the earnest prayers
that ascended daily for the ““ Pitcairn ” and its crew;
also for the work and workers in South America.
We found it true in our case that “ The liberal soul
shall be made fat; and he that watereth shall be
watered also himsel£” Prov. 11:25.

The next year the Orphan’s Home found a tender
spot in all our hearts; even the children saved their
pennies for the enterpmse The school that gave the
most was at Cathcart. It is a family school held in
the house of Brother Tarr. Several of the members
of this school are orphans; and all the rest are doing
what they can to make their home pleasant for the
orphan members. We had about $190 for the Home,
about $100 for the European mission, and $85 for the
South Sea Islands. The next report we hope will
show over $150 for Central America and Mexico.
The report and offering must be on the way by this
time. Ourknowledge of the wants of these countries
and our interest in their people has wonderfully in-
‘creased, since we have had our attention directed to
them through our weekly donations.

At the general meeting of our people, held in the
new college building, Dec. 2-12, 1892, we had the
pleasure of having a united school for our hrethren
on two oceasions. -The school numbered 138, which
was the largest Sabbath-school of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists ever held in South Africa. The donations
amounted to $10, and were voted to be sent to Cen-
tral America and Mexico.

Our récords show that we have contrlbuted in all
about $1,300. Of this amount $130 has been paid
as tithe to the Mission treasury ; $13 has been paid
on account of tithe to:the International Sabbath-
school Association; and $875 donated to the several
objects mentioned. We hope now as we have de-
cided to all work together, both ag regards our les-
sons and our donations, as nearly as we possibly
. can, that we will be able to show a marked increase
in future in the amount of our donations, and above
all; that our growth in grace and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ may be much
more apparent, and that each member of our schobls
may have the true missionary spirit.

Some of our brethren had the most decided objec-
tions to the plan of our all studying the lesgons as
arranged for the International Sabbath-schoo! Asso-
clation; and it was not until afier many trials had
been made, and such determination and perseverance
exercized by those who were leading out in the mat-
ter, that the plan was finally adopted. It often
seemed as if it would be impossible for some of our
brethren to fall into line, but they finally didso, and
now we all study the same courses of lessons, and
are only one month behind the schools in America.

It doesnot seem to us that we are behind at all, as
the Review, Signs, Sabbath-School Worker, and other
papers,'reach us about a month after they are is-
sued ; 50 that the notes on the lessons come to hand
in good time and are quite fresh and interesting to
us; and in fact itappears to usthat we are all study- -
ing the same lessons at the same time, both in Africa
and thé United States. Not only are we studying
the same lessons, but our prayers ascend with yours
and those of our brethren inall parts of the world,
for light on the Scriptures we are studying together,
and that God would bless the work of present truth
all over the great harvest field, and especially in
those countries to which our minds are directed by
our donations. -Surely God bleszes ug in answer to
our prayers as we study our lessons. We rejoice
that the Sabbath-gschool has been instituted ; and we
know that the study of the lessons during the past
year has indeed been “ meat in due season™ to us.

So far, we have had little or no instruction in how
to conduct Sabbath school work. At our general
meetings there has been so much other business to
transact that the Sabbath school work has received
merely a passing notice. At our last meeting
Sister Hurd read a paper on “reward and prizes be-
ing given in Sabbath-schools.” It brought out the
fact that these things do more harm than good and
did not convey to the minds of the scholars the true
motive by which they should be actuated. Sister
Druillard also rvead a paper, which was much ap-
preciated, on “ unity and harmony of action in our
Sabbath-school work.” Ome thought brought out
wag, that as God had order in everything it must be
that there was a Heavenly Committee, or Executive,
to have the care of this branch of the work as well as
of other branches. She also gave prominence to the
tmportance of attending the teachers’ meetings.in
which to plan and pray for the school ; and showed
that if all worked in harmony, and r:c-ucrht God’s
presence and help the school plan would be heaven
born, and all would be guided by the Heavenly Ex-
ecutive.

At first it seomed that the cost of postage would
make the papers Fstructor and Liitle Friend so ex-
pensive that we would be debarred from taking
them, but we are pleased to say that this diffcnlty
has been in a meagure overcome, by our having them
gent in ctubs via Lohdon, and thus we have been
able to reduce the expense. We feel that our schools
need these papers very much and we are thankful
that such valuablé helps can be afforded us. Our
clubs have grown until at present we take 120
copies of The Little Friend, 40 copies of The Youth’s
Insiructor, and 38 copies of The Subbath-Schoo! Worker.
These papers are taken by every school and by
nearly every family of our people\ n South Africa,
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and are a real source of blessing and help. We very
much wish, however, to have some such belps in the
- Dutch language, but it is a question whether the
circulation of a Dutch paper would be large enough
to make it profitable. We trust that the time will
soon come when such a paper can be published.

We have at present six organized schools, besides
the State school which is compoged of the canvass-
ers. There are on the rolls 218 members; of this
number 110 are church members. As our church
membership is only 140, and many of these are in
America, it is encouraging to note how generally our
people attend Sabbath-school. Both old and young
prize the Sabbath-school very much. The grandpar-
ents, parents, and children, all unite in the Sabbath-
school, to study God’s word, and praise Him for
everything they enjoy,

I have been requested to tell you how much the
members of the Sabbath-schools in South Africa
appreciate the help sent to our country by the Sab-
bath-school army in 1887. This effort on our be-
balf will ever be held in the most grateful remem-
brance by us, andthe judgment will alone show the
amount of good it accomplished and the many souls
that have been brought from darkness {o light as the
result of your efforts. We feel convinced that the
time ig not far distant when the Dark Continent will
be lightened with the glory of the “ third angel’s mes-
sage.” When that time comes, may we all be found
faithful and enter into the joy of the Lord.

Brother G. C. Fenney spoke of the Sabbath-school
work in Australia. It is quite well organized under
the labors of Brother W. H. L. Baker. They bave
twenty-two schools, nearly twice ag many as the
number of churches, and the membership is propor-
tionally large as compared with the churches, there
being 420 church members and nearly 800 in atten-
dance at the Sabbath-schools.

Brother Lewis Johnson from the Scandinavian
countries gave an account of the Sabbath-school
work in that field and of the interest in Bible study
in Finland.

Brother L. R. Conradi spoke of the cause in the
Central Kuropean field, and the influence of Sister
White in establishing the Sabbath-school work there.
He also referred to the difficulties which are met in
that important field, in carrying forward this branch
of the cause. Some of our brethren have already
been imprisoned because they kept their children
from the day schools to attend the Sabbath-school.

The Committee appointed to audit the books of
the Treasurer submitted the following report which
was accepted : —

Your committee appointed to audit the books of the Foterna-

tional Sabbath-school Association, for two years from Jan. 1, 1891
to Dec. 81, 1892, beg to report as follows: —

We have carefully examined the bocks for the period named
above; have drawn off a trial balance, hdve compared the vouch-
ers with the cash book, and the printed balance sheet with the
ledger; and have found all the accounts to be correct.

The books are well aud ueatly kept.
Ixo. 1. GIBsox.
Committee {M JH, Brown,
L. C, CHADWICK,

The Committee on Plans for Work presented the
following report : —

Whereas, The plau for furnishing the Sabbath School Worker to
the State Associations that would agree to take a sufficieut number
to supply a1l officers and teachers Iu the State with a copy, has
given general satisfactiou, were adopted, therefore,

We recornmend, All the associations to adopt and coutinue the
plau devised by the International Association.

We recommend, That all divisious of our Sahbath-schools study
the same subjects aft the same time ; aud to this end,

We further recornmend, That as soon as possible a series of
lessong be provided for the intermediate and primary divisions
adapted to their needs from the lessons that may be prepa.red for
the senior division.

Whereas, It is desirable that our youth and children, be sup-
plied with good books, aud with good books onty; and

Whereas, Many pareuts have not opportunity to make suitable
gelections for tireir childreu; therefore,

We recommend,—

1. Thai the Executive Committee of thiz Association make ar-
rangements with one of our publishiug houses to Keep in stock a
line of carefully selected childrew’s and youth’s books for the pur-
pose of supplying our people with good literature to place ia the
kands uf thelr children.

2. That no bool shall be placed upon this list or recommeuded
to our people uutil it shall have been approved by the Execntive
Committee, either upon their own careful reading or the written
report of some competent person sppointed by said Committee to
assist them in the critical examiuation of said books.

3. That these bodks be. furnished at a cost uot to exceed the
regular retail price of the puhlishers.

Whereas, Many of our Zabbath-school workers believe the pres-
ent term of office of the Sabbath-school officers too short to serve
the best interests of the Sabbsth-school; therefore,

We recommend, That the term of office in our Sahbath-schools
be six months instead of tirree months as heretofore,

We recommend, That the selection of field secretaries be Ieft to
the Executive Committee of the S8abbath-gechooi Association.

Elder M. C. Wileox moved that the recommenda-
tion be considered and acted upon separately.

The first one was explained by the chairman and
remarks were made upon it by Brother C. P. Boll-
man and Brother C. H. Jones, and carried. The
second and third were discussed by Brethren Wileox,
Wakeham, Bollman, Lane, and Gibson, and passed.
Remarks were made upon the fourth recommenda-
tion by Brethren Miles, C. L. Kellogg, Wilcox,
P. J. D. Wesgels, and Bollman, and adopted.

Recommendations five and six were adopted with-
out remarks. The seventh was dizcussed by Breth-
ren Warren, Bollman, Wake‘nam, Sharp, and Parme-
lee, and passed. )
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The eighth recommendation was adopted without
discussion, .

On motion of Brother Shireman the meeting ad-
" _journed to the call of the Chair.

ERRATA. -

In the comparative  statement of the lasgt three
years made by the Recording Secretary of the Inter-
national Sabbath-school Association, published in

. the BUOLLETIN on page 305, second column, the items
in the column headed Sept. 30, 1892, should agree
with the totals found in the table at the bottom of
the previous colump, and the last column in said
statement headed Increase should be changed accord-
ingly ; also the statement of the donations made
during the third quarter of 1892 and the total for
that year, as found on page 306. The whole amount
donated to missions as stated on page 306 should be
. $85,741.41 instead of $85,740.06. On page 305 of the
" BULLETIN, in said report, the donations during the
first quarter of 1891 are reported as being $2,399.85.
It should read $3,299.85.

THE SERMON.

ELDER J. H. DURLAND.

“MY brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptations,” James 1: 2,

There are very foew individuals that have bad any
Christian experience, but what know something about
the joy there is in knowing Jesus Christ. But, some-
times, we are robbed of a'great deal of joy that we
might have, by anticipating some of the trials that

* may come in the future, and the possibility that we
may yield, or be led from the position we occupy
when we are rejoicing in the love of God, and there-

" by live in fear. 1 umderstand that the Christian life,
as brought to view in the Scriptures, is one in which
there should be joy, the very day that we enter into

- it and it continues to be joy all the way through.
There is no place in the Christian life for discourage-

~ ment. The Lord does not provide for discoutrage-
ments. e does not lay plans for us, that we can
say, To-day I rejoice in the blessing of the Lord, but
to-morrow I fear that I shall be discouraged. My

‘brethren, the Lord wants us to make up our minds

at the very beginning, if we have joy this morning, we
¢can have joy all the way through the Christian life,

This morning we will talk a litte while on this one
point connected with the Christian life. How we
can have joy when temptations come. Individuals
have said to me, I would not come short 8o many
times and have to confess so often if I did not have
guch great temptations. They have asked me, Do

you have such temptations as I? That does not
matter. It is not for you to agk any individual-
whether he has temptations or not. It is for each
individual to go to the word of God and see what the
Lord telis bim to do with his temptations. The idea
is not how severe the temptation is, or how often I
fail; for the Lord in his word has given us the as-
surance that we need not be discouraged under times
of the severest temptations.

The first question I want to ask you is, Is it a fact
that every time you have been tempted you have
counted it joy? Have you taken the instruction of =
the Scriptures in the time of severestirials, and had
perfect joy and peace? Then if you have not, the
next question is, Why not 2

Perhaps you say, I feel so much like a sinner and
feel ag though God hadleft me. On this pointlet me
read the following, “ For we bave not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our in-
firmities ; but was in all points tempted like as we
are.” Heb.4:15. How many points? All Then
he was tempted in all points just as T am; and yet,
IDow? (4ns. Without gin.) Then is temptation
gin? (Ans. No.) Then you may meet with severe
temptation, and the first thing that God wants you
to do when that temptation comes, is to remember
that that temptation is not sin; but it is the saying,
Yes, to the temptation, that is sin.

But you say, If 1 only knew just when the tempta-
tion was coming I would know how to meet it; my
case ig a little peculiar; it is a little different from
any other person. Certain individuals seam to be
ready for the severest temptations when they come.
They seem to have some indications beforehand, so
that they can be ready to meet it; but my tempta-
tion is so peculiar; it comes upon me unawares. -

Last evening in our meeting, the Spirit of the Lord
was present and there was a great deal of rejoicing,
and I hope we may see more of it in the future. Let
us read on this point a little from our lesson: * And
Jesus when he was baptized, went up straightway
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened
unto him, and he saw the Spirit of (God descending
IiKe a dove and lighting upon him.” Matt. 3:16. If
that should bave been witnessed last evening, in ad-
dition to what was witnessed, would there not have
been still more rejoicing? Well, brethren, the idea
is not that we may see something visible. God would
have us learn that he is willing to be present by his
Spirit, and that we by faith may realize that he is
there. .

Now notice the next'expression: “ And lo, a voiee
from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.” Verse 17. TIf that voice
should speak to every soul here this morning and
say, You are my son, or you are my daughter, and I
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am well pleased with you, would not each heart be
much rejoiced? But notice, following this wonderful
blessing, following this testimony of acceptance,
comes the severest temptation that Christ ever passed
through in his life,

Then, brethren, when you enjoy the greatest bless-
ing that-God ever gave you, make up yourmind that
you will probably have to meet the geverest temp-
tation, immediately after,.that you have ever met in
your life. Perhaps you say, Now I have had such a
wonderful blessing that I will never have any trouble
with the old trials; I will never have to meet what T
have met; I never have had such an experience as
this before. Brethren, when you come to that place,
you will be using the blessing that God gives you in
a wrong manner, and thus you are preparing your-
self to be overtaken by temptation. Ifit is such a
wonderful blesging, it ought to keep you close to God,
to trust him more than you have ever trusted him
before.

How WILL THE TEMPTATION coME? If such temp-
tations will probably follow great blessings, how will
these temptations come? Well they will come to
you just as they came to Christ. Satan will test you,
and you need not expect anything else; because
Christ passed over the same road in order to be tried
like you are; that he might succor and care for you
when you are tempted. The admonition is, © Count
i all joy when you fall into divers' temptations.”
The revised version says “manifold temptations.”
Sometimes we think we cannot have joy when we
have been tempted on one point; yet we have all
agreed time and again that we are to helieve the
word just as it is. -The word says we are o rejoice
when we_have many temptations; manifold termpta-
tions; when they come by multitudes. - Then joy and
rejoice still. "Do not get discouraged, but rejoice.

Some of you will meet it; perhaps you have al-
ready, after your wonderful experience. ~You will
have to meet just these things. Before the next
twenty-four hours the devil will come and say, What a
fool you made of yourself last night; didn't you see
somebody was laughing at you? You will fall as
you always have failed. He will say it is all fanati-
cism. Let us rejoice because we have God’s word.
Brethren, lef us rest on the word of God. Turn with
me and read James 1:12. *‘Blessed [happy] is the
man that endureth temptation” Then there is a
blesging in having temptations, isn’t there? And
the man that never has any termptations will never
have any blessing. Isn’t that so? Then let us not
ask God to take away the temptations, but let us
agk him to come near and strengthen us to endure
ternptations. Let us not shrink from them" but

. trust in him.
“ But every man is tempted when he.is drawn

‘about that same place.
My appetite wants this or it wants that, and God

away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when
it is finished, bringeth forth death.” Verses 14, 15.
The word “ conceived ” literally means “ to grasp with
the hand,” “to reach out for,” “ to take.” That is to
say, I want that object, or thing. The temptation
comes, and you say, Now I wounld like to have that
if it was not wrong. I would like to have 1t Ifit
were not wrong, young man, you would like to go to
that place of amusement, wouldn’t you? If it were
not wrong, young lady, you would like to go to that
entertainment. There is the danger. When your
desires conceive, and you let them lead you out to
grasp the desired object; it shows that your hearf
and your being are not yet surrendered to God
God wants to bring you into that place and show
you your weakness, that the temptation shall be a
blessing to you, because with it he will give you
strength. That is what he wants to do. .

Now let us notice the Saviour’s temptation. The
devil came and said, “ If thou be the Son of God.”
Had not the Lord already told Christ that he was
the Son of Ged? He had said, © This is my beloved
Son.” Was there any question about his being the
Son of God? Had he not the evidence of those
words that had been spoken, if nothing else? Would
not that have been sufficient? But Satan came and
said, “If thou be the Son of Gaqd, command that
these stones be made bread.” You are very hungry.
Now I want to know how many people have been 1
They say, I am hungry.

does not want me to starve to death. He does not
want me to suffer these things, therefore, it cannot
be very wrong to do this. “Making stones into
bread.”” Try to make loaves oub of stones.

My brethren, many of ug in this very congregation
have been led into this very place. God’s word sayshe
will care for you. e says he will direct your paths.
But still you say, If Idonot have this thing in just this
way, I am afraid this work will be a failure. Is it possi-
ble that the Lord wants me to do that thing, or this
thing, in the way this man in authority may say?

T amafraid if I do this thing the result will be disas-

trous to the cause of God. Every time you do this
way you will meet with defeat. God will take care
of his work, and if you have given yourself into his
hand, and he wants you to starve to death, then,
gtarve to death. Brethren, let us stand like the Sav-
iour stood, and say, “Itis written that man shall not
live by bread alone but by every word.” Let us rest
on the word of God, and put all these trivial things,
and all temptations in the background, and stand
for the right, and heaven will shine upon us.

There i¢ a temptation T will refer fo. Sometimes
individuals come to me and say, I wish you would
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tell me how T can get so that I will not have so
much trouble, and fall intc darkness and discourage-
ment? I have such a temper. So many asked that
" at one or two camp-meetings that I thought I would
test the matter and see how many there were, who
were troubled on that point. Tt seemed that nine-
tenths of those who had difficulties to speak of were
troubled right there. I want to kunow how many of
you ever get out of patience at something you do not
care anything about? If I do something that you
do not care anything about, would you get out of
patience about it? What is the trouble then? Itis
this, We get out of patience over those things we
think we cannot give up. And sometimes those are
the very things God wishes us to give up. What
" does the Bible say? “ Be careful for nothing; butin
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanks-
giving, let your requests be made known unto God.”
Phil. 4:6.

“Btrengthened with all might according to his
glorious power, unto all patience and long-suffering
with joyfulness; giving thanks unto the Father.”
Col. 1:11,12. This is an excellent antidote for im-
patience. If you are willing to leave it with God,
you will not have half the trouble you have been
having, * If you will just believe tha} the Lord will
do thework, and do not try to carry all the responsi-
bility yourself, vou may be assured of this one thing
" that God will do the work that you have been iry-
ing todo.

. But the Saviour was not let off with that one pomt
The devil took him up on the temple, and told him
that if he was coming as the Son of God it would be
better to show some miracle, that the people might
believe.  That was the sin of presumption. That is,
to put yourself where the Lord does not want you, to
prove to the world that God is with you. I believe,
brethren, if I should put wy finger in the fire, it

 would be burned, although this congregation might

get down and pray that it should not beso. But, if
like the Hebrew children, the rulers of the nation

should cast us even into a flery furnace, i it is for the.

sake of the truth of God, and God wants usto go
there, the fire will not burn us. So do not put yourself
in a place to tempt the devil to tempt you, but put
yourself where God can wuse you, and then with
heaven fo help you, you can have joy.. “I can do
all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
Phil. 4+ 13

I want to read a little right here from g Gospel
Workers,” page 871 :—

“He whe ungerstands well his own character, who is ac-
quainted with the sin that most easily besets him, and the tempta-
tions that will be most likely to overcome him, should not expose
" " himself needlessly, and invite temptation by placieg himself upon

@he enemy’s ground.” '

-nob get employment.

Brethren, keep off the enerny’s ground. The Lord
does not want youw there. I knew a young man
about a year ago, who was a drunkard. The Lord
convicted him of gsin. He gave his heart to God, and
was just as sincere as anyone here this morning, and
rejoiced in the Lord. There came a time when it
seemed that he could not get employment and keep
the Sabbath. e felt that his family would soon
suffer, and that something must be done. 8o he
went amohg his former associates to see i he could
It had been several moonths
since he had tasted liquor, and hé said to me one
day, God has given me pardon and has helped me;
I do not think now I shall have any more trouble on
the point of appetite. T said, My brother, wlien one
thinks he is safe on one point, he is sure to be
tempted there. He went into that place without
asking the Lord to show him whéther he was to go
or not, and before two hours time he was under the
influence of drink, and had fallen. What was the
reason? He had put himeeli on the enemy’s ground.

On this point 2 text comes to mind. The Lord
sends his angel to encamp round zbout them that
fear him, and delivers thern. But if we do not fear
God, and then put ourselves on the enemy’s ground
can the angel of God go there ?

I received a letter from a young giri a few days
ago wishing to know what I thought of her going to-
parties. She said she had received an . invitation to
a party,—a very nice party. The people who would
be there were not rough, and all they did was stmply
to pet together and have a pleasant time. She
wished to know if I thought there was any harm in
that. Let me tell you how you may settle all ques-
tions like this. When the temptation comes, Get
right down on your knees before God and say, Lord,
will you go with me there? Can I fake you along ¥
When you have gone to such places, did you not find
that you had lost that love for the seeking of God
that you had before? Keep off the enemy’s ground.

Brethren, when the devil comes with that tempta~
tion, count it all joy that you do not have to go there.
Count it a joy that you have better society than that.
I would rather have the society of an angel of
heaven and be in a dark rodm with no friends on
earth, than to have all the society of the earth in
pleasant-places, and have to enjoy what they seek to-
enjoy, and know that the angel of the Lord had de-
parted, and that I was left alone. Do ‘not let the
devil lead you to think, that you can go to such
places and represent Christ and convert souls, You
will never do it. -

Sometimes our young people think that in matters
of matrimony they can join with those who are not
Christians, and be the ingtrument of Christ fo con-
vert them. Be careful, my young friends, lest you
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.are stepping on the devil’s ground. May the Lord
help the young, when this temptation comes, to cast
-themselves on the side of right, and then it will be
seen that you are of God. Youwill say, as did Christ,
-“ Thou shalt not tempt the Lord, thy God.”
After this, the tempter told Christ that he would
give him more than he was golng to get by coming
-to this earth if he would only fall down and worship
him. Yes, and he will tempt Jou to do the same
rthing, If we do not wish to worship Satan, let us
enter into the worship of God with our whole heart.
I know in such a large congregation as this the
-enemy of all souls will bring in his ‘temptations and
he will geek to lead you astray. ILet mesay to you
this morning, If your hearts are given to God when
-the tempter comes you can say, No sir. You can
gay as did Jesus, © Get thee bekind me, Satan.” Then
-why not yield all to God, and lsave all trouble
there.
Well, now we see how the temptation comes. We
.see where Satan will seek to overthrow nus. But you
say, If [ were always sure that I would gain the vic-
-tory, then I would rejoice when the temptations
.come; but my past experience teaches me that
about half the temptations that T have had to meet
I have yielded to, and T am afraid that in the foture
it is going to be just like it has been in the past.
Ligten a moment, I want to tell you something.
* There never has been a temptation that you have met
whether you yielded or not, to which you need to
. have yielded. Let me read you a text: * There
hath no temptation taken you but such as is com-
mon to man.” 1 Cor. 10:13. What is the use of
-any one coming around and talking about his temp-
-tations being so much greater than those of others?
I have heard individuals taik as though every
body else had a great deal better time in this life
-than they had, and they have wished they might
be in some other person’s -place. Such people are
never happy. I will continue reading: “ There hath
'no temptation taken you but such ag is common to
man; but God is faithful, and will not suffer” a
minister to be tempted ? [Congregation: “ No.”] Will
not suffer you, or me, to be tempted, above what 7
.am; or you are able to bear? Then have you ever
had a temptation that you could not meet? Did
. -not God say he is faithful? and his word says: I
will not suffer you to he tempted above what you
.are able. -If you believe his word, you may know
he .will not allow a temptation to come upon yom
but what you-can meet. e says, “ Blessed is the
.man that endureth temptation.”
If we would always meet every temptation that
-comes just as God wante ns to meet it, brethren, we
would be happy when they are coming; we would re-
_joice. Indeed, he says this very thing. *“In the

world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer ; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33.
Then, brethren, Jesus Christ met every temptation
you have ever met, and he has overcome it. Then
should you fear? I will read again from “ Gospel
Workers,” p. 374: —

#The name of Jesus has powér to drive back the temptations.of
Satan.”

Why? Because he overcame. Supposing you are
afraid of some man; but a certain other man has de-
feated the first man in every contest. Now the sec-
ond man is your friend. Would you be afraid to meet
the first man in your friend’s company? The one
we want with us when we meet temptations is

Christ,

“Now; when Jésus has power to drive back the temptations of
Satan, and lift up a standard against him; solong as the soul rests
with unshaken confidence in the virtue and power of his atone-
ment, we wilt stand firm as rock to prineiple, against the power of
Satan.”

How much of the power of Satan? All of it.

¢« And his angels cannot sway it from its integrity. The truth
as it is in Jesusis a wall of fire around the soul that elings to him.
Temptations will pour in npon us; for by them we are to be tried
during our probation upen esrth, Thisis the proving of God, a
revelation of our own hearts. There isno sin in having itempta-
tions; but sin comes in when temptation is yielded to.”

Then, brethren, let us stand where we will not
yield. This is the vietory that overcometh the
world, even our faith. O, says one, I wish I had
faith enough to overcome the world. ILet me read a
little to you. “Ye are of God, little children, and
have overcome them: because greater is he that is
in you, than he that is in the world.” 1 John 4:4.

We have that remarkable instance referred to in the
book of Hebrews concerning the fall of Jericho. T
will not take the time to read it; but you will re-
member how the children of lsrael marched around
the walls of Jericho once every day for six days, and
the seventh day they marched around it seven
times. :

Do you not think if you were told to go out and
march around the city of Jericho you would look to
see something done during the six days? Let me
tell you, they had the city before they started. Let
us refer to the account in Joshua 6:2. “ The Lord
said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand
‘Jericho, and the king thereof and the mighty men of
valor.,” That was before they had started. Breth-
ren, when the Lord sends you out against Satan, he
has given you the victory before you start. He says
you have overcome. Then the word of the Lord
says, after they had marched around the city thir-
teen times, the word came to shout. But there is
the trouble. Herethey had marched around already
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- twelve times, and the walls did not seem to be

“touched at all, and they did not even seem to be
shaken. If they had only seen the walls tumbling
down, or shaken even, they would feel like shouting
when the last time came. Brethren, the men that
shonted there, shouted because they believed God’s
word.

We have a remarkable instance in 2 Chron. 20:12,
where Jehoshaphat says: “ Oh, our God, wilt thou not
judge them, for we have no might against this great
company that cometh against 18, neither know we
what to do.” *

You can read this chapter at your leisure. Note
 the thought in the 17ih verse: “ Ye shall not need
to fight.” Brethren, if we would stop our fighting,
we would gefalong a good deal better. We shall not
need to fight They had already seen the great host,
and saw thab it was no use to fight. Then the Lord
said, You shall not need to fight this battle. *“Stand
ve still and see the salvation of the Lord with you,
O Judah and Jerugalem: fear not.” I do not need
to fight, and T do not need to fear. DBrethren, if we
were in the fight, we would bave need to fear; but
when 4 man has no fighting to do, and has nothing
* to do but to look on, What need hag that man to be
in fear?

If there were two great armies down in the valley
. and T was on the mountain top and was having
- nothing to do with the battle except to look at it as
the great forces came together, would I have any
" fear about myself? But if I shonld go down there
and take up the contest, the moment I came into the
heat of the battle I would be fearful of the result for
" my personal gafety. Nine-fenths of fhe “men and
women to-day would not need to fear to doanything
themselves, if they would just think that the victory
has already been gained, and that they might con-
tinually rejoice in light and life.
But let us see how the. battle came out with
them :—

“ And they roge early 'in the morning, and went
forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went
forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hearme, O Judah
and -ye iphabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the
Lord your God, so shall ye be established.
yhen they began to sing and praise, the Lord set
. ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab
and  Mount Seir, which were come against Judah,
and they were smitten.”

Brethren, when y'ou go out to-day, do you expect

And

that the enemy is going to bring any temptations?
You have every reason to expect them. He will
surely come, for we have no promise that we ghall
have one day without temptations. Then are we
going out against him? What shall we do? “Go
forth and believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye
be established.” i

There is an additional thought to which I wish to-
call your attention. “Believe in his prophets,
so shall ye prosper. And when he had consulted
the people, he appointed singers.” What is under-
stood when people are singing? [dns. Victory.}
“Count it all”joy when ye fall into divers temp-
tations.” Did they have any. fear when they went
into that battle? Brethren, shall we take God at
his word and believe that the victory has been
gained by Jesus Christ, and have him with us, and
look to him, and go forward, shouting, Victory?
Shall we do it? Shall we go forward from day to
day? The idea is not that we shall be happy to-day
and in darkness to-morrow. No. There is joy and
victory in Jesus Christ when everything seems-
against you. When, even your friends are against-
you, remember that the angel of God encampeth
round about you to deliver you. Then you can
rejoice.

I have noticed that when those in the Conference ’
are very full of faith, and say they are ready to
give up all, the devﬂ will come around and say,
“Don’t you think possibly the Committee on Dis-
tribution of Labor may want t0 send you to some
place to which yon do not want to go?” You say,
1 hope they will not.” Then you talk about what.
this or that person is going to do, and you say if the
report should come in this way, or that for you, that .
you do not think it s the will of the Lord that it
should be thus. Supposing, for instance, that it is
not the will of the Lord ; if you trustin him, will it
ever come that way? It does not make any differ-
ence, then, what men may say about us. If you
trust in God, you need not fear, because if you hold
on to God, ke will give you the victory and bring it
out his way. And if your way is not his way, then
the sooner you get rid of your way the better it will
be for you. |

Then, brethren, count it all joy when the devil
cormes mght before us and arraigns his army. Say, I
thank God for the victory there is in Christ Jesus,
May God bless and lead by his tender Spirit, and
save us by his word of truth, is my prayer, for Jesus”
sake. Amen.
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