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A UNIQUE BOOK.

“LiaxeUuacE in the Human Body " is
the title of a thirty-two page pamphlet,

. introduced yesterday before the dele-
gates. Its object is to teach grammar
through simple illustrations from the
human body. The author says: ‘It is
simply a correlation of two studies, in
.. tlie hope of adding interest to a branch
" of learning that is absolutely essential
“to success in any literary line.” Itisin
the form of questions and answers, 8o
simply putthat it will be asa light to the

dark minds of those to whom grammar
in the usual form has ever seemed so
dark. It is the essential part of gram-
mar in a nutshell. Price 10 cents, to
be had of the Review and Herald, Bat-
tle Creek, Mich.

Eighteenth Meeting, April 15, 10:30 A. ML

ELper A. G. DANIELLS in the chair,

Prayer by W. C. Sisley.

The Chair:” This morning we shall
give a little time to the consideration of
our literature, its circulation and its in-
fluence. We hope to be permitted to
hear not only from those engaged in
that work here in this country, but from
across the gea as well, We will first ask
Brother Ford to occupy the time.

I. A Ford: I am asked to take the
place of another in speaking on plans of
work, Irealize that this is an exceed-
ingly important question.  Our success
or failure in the work depends very
largely upon -the plans upon which we
work. From past experiences, I have
been led to think that perhaps if we
had less plans and more work, we should
have seen more done than is now being
done. Yet it is true that to accomplish
the most in any line of work, we must
have clearly defined plans, and efficient
power to execute them. In order to do
this, we must unite in perfect harmony
to carry. eut these plans.

We have an illustration of unity of-

action in the Scriptures. Tt is found in
the eleventh chapter of Genesis. After
the flood, when the children of men had
become numerous on the earth, they de-
cided to build themselves a tower, s0
that in case a flood came in the future,
they might escape disastrous results.
They were so united in their efforts, and
worked so hard,$hat very soon the tower
began to assume immense proportions.
The record says that ‘“‘the Lord came

down to see the c¢ity and the tower,
which the children of men builded.
And the Lord said, Behold, the people
is one.”
could be said of this denomination
henceforth forever! ‘They have all

- one language; and this they begin to
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do: and now nothing will be restrained
from them, which they have imagined
to do.”” Notice the tribute that the -
Lord himself pays to the unity of ac-
tion that those people put into the work.
This shows us what we may do if we
are united. I believe we may léarn
from this a very profitable lesson. They
were, of course, engaged in a wroug L
cause. We are engaged in the work of
God. Would not: this same unanimity .
of mind be a great blessing to us in our
work? ' ) .

I believe the plans originated for this
work when it began, were heaven-born,
and that we should quite largely return
to first principles. The results from the
efforts of those who went out to circu-
late our literature at that time show
that the blessing of the Lord attended .
them. Our publications of all descrip-
tions were placed in the homes of the
people. This success was not at all
pleasing to the enemy of all righteous-
ness; and he, realizing that in uniiy-
there is strength, and in division weak-
ness, sought fo bring in other things to
detract from this great work. ' The fall-
ing off in the total amount of our book .
sales shows how successful he has been
in his scheming to thwart the circula-
tion of the truth.

I believe the decrease in this sales of .
our publication is not half so much due
to hard times and financial depression
ag it is to a lack of consecration, and
unity in pushing the work that God has
given us to do. I am glad to see thiat
there is a tendency to return to former
methods.

The Spirit of the Lord has told us
that we should study the history of the

O, I would to God that this -



250

GENERAL CONFERENCE BULLETIN.

‘Waldenses, and work as they worked.
The Waldenses were publishers. It
was partly by means of their manu-
scripts placed in the homesof the people
throughout Europe, that the Reforma-
tion was promoted in the sixteenth cen-
tury. Their ministers would visit a few
families, and it was necessary for them
to have something to leave with the
people, to strengthen them in the faith,
I am glad that their ministers were can-
vassers who went from house to house
to distribute their precious manuscripts
containing portions of the word of God.
It seems to me that the plan which has
been originated ‘of all uniting in selling
¢ Christ’s Object Lessons’’ is going to
bring in harmony again, centering us
all in one common, grand work, and so
recover from the effects of disunited
efforts of the past.

There is one plan in which every in-
dividual, old or young, may have a part.
In calling the attention of the apostles
to. the field, the Lord said: ‘‘The har-
vest truly is great, but the laborers are
féw: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he would send forth laborers
into ‘his harvest.” I believe if that
plan could be indelibly impressed on all
our minds and faithfully carried out,
we would see this work rise as every
other work, and go forward with a

.power in which we have never seen it

go. When we pray for something, our
interests are in that thing, and we do
all we can, too, to answer cur own
prayers:

- To-day there is a great dearth of
workers to distribute our literature.
How shall we obtain workers? 1 would
like to see every omne of our churches
take this matter  up, and set apart at
least- two of their pumber and train
them to do this work. They will then
have a special interest in these individ-
uals, follow them with their prayers and
assist them and their families when
they come into hard places. Some three
years ago a certain brother in Indiana
told me that his church helped him to
getout into the field. After working for
a few weeks he became almost dis-
couraged, having had rather a hard time.
He received a letter from his wife one
morning when he was feeling real down-
hearted, in which-she said: ‘‘ At our
prayer-meeting last night you were the
special object of our prayers. God
came into the meeting. We are pray-
ing for your success.” This brother
said to me, ‘- When she wrote me that,
do you suppose I could have gone

home? I would have remained at my
post, even if it had been dikely that I
would die on the spot.”” That interest
which those in the home church were
taking in him, strengthened and en-
couraged him.

One plan formerly employed quite
largely was to send an experienced

worker, with one who is commencing, -

or else placing the inexperienced can-
vasser in a company having some knowl-
edge of the work. Ihad my first expe-
rience in canvassing in Georgia, far from
my home. -Ihad faithfully studied the
“canvass.” and thought I knew some-
thing about how to sell books. Fortu-
nately for me I was placed with a com-
pany whose leader was an old worker in
the field, having had several years’ ex-
perience. As we were on the train go-
ing out toour territory, he said “Brother
Ford, give me a canvass.”” I felt rather
timid about it, but began. Before T had
got very far, he began asking questions,
and soon I became all mixed up and
confused, and then he laughed at me.
I decided that I did not know much
about canvassing. I found that I must
know my book. I fear we have made
a great mistake in educating canvassers
in a sort of parrot-like way, and they do
not know, when they get into the field,
the real pith of what is in the book
which they are selling, and consequently
are not able to answer questions intelli-
gently.

Every canvasser should have an inter-
est in the book he sells. I remember
the case of one worker who had been
selling ¢ Great Controversy.”” He read
‘“Desire of Ages,’’ and said he earnestly
desired that the thoughts expressed in
that book might be revealed in his life.
He thought that was the best book in
the world, and concluded he would take
that along with ‘ Great Controversy.”
but all his orders were for ‘‘ Desire of
Ages.”
and by observation, that the man who
has a special burden for a cerfain book
because of the sanctifying influence of
that book on his life, is the man who is
going to have the besl success.

In the education of workers, it is not
a question to be left with one or two in-
dividuals. The State officers can not do
it without the co-operation of all en-
gaged. [ am glad that those who are
standing at the head of the work in the
Conferences are taking hold of this mat-
ter, and are lifting, and I expect to see
this work go forward.. There is another
plan in destitute fields, and we have them

I am sure from my experience’

all over the world. We have places in
the South where it would be almost im-
possible for any one, especially a man
with a family, to enter -the work and
make a success and keep his-family at
home. What shall we do in such cases?
These souls are as precious in the sight
of God as those in more favorable locali-
ties. How shall we reach them? I am
glad we have families scattered around
in different places. These families, if
they will open their doors, and help in
this matter, it will enable the canvass-
ers to exist in the field and support their
families and do a good work, and those
families that thus help will be sharers in
the sheaves which are brought in to the
Master’s vineyard. i

Another thought: In the past, some
of our workers who have had the best
success in canvassing have been taken
out of it to make poor workers in other
lines, or complete failures. I want to
read a line here from ‘“ Manual for Can-
vassers,”’ page 63. ‘‘Canvassers have
been called from their evangelistic work
to engage in other labor. This is not as
it should be.” I do not understand that
to’ mean that no one should be taken
from the ranks of canvassers; but the
fact is that as soon s a canvasser makes
a success of his work, some one is ready
to-suggest something else. In the case
of the Waldenses, we find that they did
not take up that work asa stepping-
stone to something better, but that was
the greatest work they bad, and I want
to read a sentence right here from the
same book, on the first page, showing
that the canvassing work to-day is just
as good as it was back there: ¢ The
canvassing work, properly conducted, is
missionary work of the highest order.”

I do not believe that we have been
conducting this work right, but we want
to reorganize it to some extent. I am
glad that this line is receiving attention
also, and I trust that it will be so reor-
ganized that we shall see many taking
hold of it who have never thought of
doing so before. In times past there
have been persons going into the work
to make money out of it, but everybody
who goes into it that way will fail
They always have failed, and they
always will fail. '

W. C. White: I believe -that the time
has come for our General Conference
and State Conferences to sound a clear
call for men who entered this work as
pioneers years ago, who were then
blessed in the  work, but who have
drifted off into other lines, to come back
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“ to the work, and take their places in the
ranks, at the head of advance columns
‘in the fields, to carry the truth in our
publications to everybody. A 'little
while ago our attention in Australasia
was called to the fact that we had four
or five strong men that had drifted off
into other lines. -Some of them were in
important positions. The matter was
opened up to mother, and the message
given her was, * Call for those men who
have had a good experience in the book
work, but who have been called to other
work; call for them to come back and
take up their place again as leaders in
this book work.”” Well, it seemed as if
it would tear our other lines of work all
to pieces, because these were strong
men, but the message was placed before
them, and their hearts were convinced.
The Lord worked with them to return
to the work, and they have returned. I
believe the time has come when we
should call for such men as Brother E.
E. Miles, Brother Fred Mead, and other
men who have left this work, and gone
into other lines, to come back and take
their places at the head of advance col-
umns; that this work may advance. and
" do its work throughout the world.

There is a great work to be done, and
this is one of the grandest agencies
through which it must be developed.
There is no need of our book work
shrinking as it has. It ought to be
doubled and quadrupled. We must
therefore keep all the old agencies and
forces good, and while we keep these
forces good, we must also keep good a
force of men who are traveling all over
the field. We must also organize com-
panies that will take charge of sections
and districts, and work faithfully and
thoroughly to prepare a people to meet

- the coming of our Lord.

H. H. Hall: Brethren and sisters, I
love our books. I believe they are one
of the grandest agencies we have for
carrying forward the third angel’s mes-
sage. Therefore I am glad tosay a few
words in regard to one way of circulat-
ing them. About three years ago the
Pacific Press Publishing Company seri-
ously considered the advisability of try-
ing to enter trade book stores with some
of our pubiications. We tried to secure
the help of some one experienced in
this line of work. We were unable
to do this. We tried fo do some
work by correspondence, but very little
was accoplished. During the time we
were making these efforts, we also
endeavored to get out some publications

that would be especially appropriate for

this class of trade.

The day before I started out; I had a
talk with the manager of the American
Tract Society in San Francisco.- He
had traveled much through the West,
and knew the situation fairly well. He
told me that though they had done
considerable work of this kind, they
had never been able to pay their
traveling expenses. They had a large
line of books also. They told me that
it would be impossible to do any-
thing. It did seem as if it ‘would be
so. We had an almost unknown line of
books on unpopular subjects to offer a
class of stores that are already over-
stocked. But our board gave me the
permission to try, and I tried. I will
not tell you of the many mistakes we
made, but the plan we finally adopted
was this: We would place some of our
books in one store only in a town.
We would supply the dealer with the
description of these books so that the
circular was distributed as his own. In
this way the people approached the
books and examined them without any
prejudice. This we thought to be some-
thing of a point ga\ined. Placing them
in but one store we would be able to tell
the dealer that he would be fully pro-
tected. This was the matter which
seemed to have weight with them, and
it assisted us quite materially. On the
first trip we placed some books on'sale.
We have not had to do that since, and
I think this plan will never be success-
ful, unless the same person who deliv-
ers the book shall make the collections
for them. [t is impossible to do it by
correspondence, at least we found it so.
Just before coming here Isupplied these
stores the second time. I found many
stores where the books had been sold,
and I found other places where they
had sold but limited quantities.

I found a number of places where the
ministers of the town had called in and
almost threatened to boycott the mer-
chants if they continued to carry our
books. I found one ¢ Desire of Ages”
that had been sold successively to the
cashier of a bank, and to a Sunday-
school teacher, and both times had
been returned because of its heretical
teachings. Of course I do not know
who will get the book next; but I hope
he will read it suficiently to find out its
teachings. .

From a financial standpoint we hav
not anything very bright to present,
although during the four months which

I spent on the road we sold about $2,000
worth, at wholesale prices, so that the

success was better than we supposed,
even though it is not as good as we
might desire. ' -

Now a few words about the outlook.
In my estimation, the outlook is two-
fold: first, the influence which the
traveling man has upon the dealérs.
This may seem to you to be a small mat-
ter; but I believe the traveling man ¢an
have just as good influence upon these
dealers as will be that of the consecrated
canvasser who goes to the homes of the
people. In fact, I believe it is stronger,
because these dealers are not accus-- .
tomed to meet Christians; at least in
men of the road. Therefore I believe
this is going to have a wonderful in-
fluence; in fact, I have definite knowl-
edge of this. I believe that if the travel-
ing man would live out the principles in -
the books he is selling, it will be recog-
nized every time; and when such a
recognition is given, then the man will
be likely to be interested in the publica-
tions, and finally he may be brought
into the light of truth.

My second thought is this:. It will not’
be long until this truth shall rise and
sweep over the world, even more than
it did in the times of Christ.
coming a time shortly, in fact it seems
to me that I have seen the beginning of .
it here, when it will rise in such powe'z" .
that the world will be thrilled with its -
power. When that time comes, there
will be a demand for the publications
which contain the thoughts that this
message is based upon; and when that
time comes, people will inquire dili-
gently for the printed truth, and deal-
ers are always glad to get anything that
the people desire, and so will have to
purchase our books.

Just think a moment. If in Jerusa-
lem, at the time of the pentecost, there
had been bookstores selling books treat-
ing on the life of Christ, do you not
suppose those stores would have been
thronged with people anxious to get
them ?7—Of course they would. It would
have been impossible to have had it
otherwise. Then what about the pres-
ent time, when people are reading al-
most continually? It is true, the class
of reading they secure is not the best.
But at any rate they are educated
to read; they secure their news in that
way. And so I say again, when people
are curious to know the basic principleﬁ ‘
of the message that has such power, -
they are going to read. Then, if these

There is.
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dealers are acquainted with our pub-
lications, even though they may not
handle them, but if they are acquainted
with the men who have brought them
to their attention, I am sure that our
books will go as they have never gone
before.

You may think it impossible for us to
secure books then. But I read some-
thing the  other day in the new volume
of the Testimony on this point that was
a blessing to me; and that isthethought
that so long as probation lasts, the can-
vasser will have work to do. If he has
work to do with the books during that
time, there must be books for him to
‘handle, so that the canvasser and the
dealer with the trade are on the same
basis, Therefore I am sure that even at
that time there will be plenty of publi-
fations for the dealers, and as surely
they will know where to get-them.

I want to give you one experience, and
then I will close. I had been unfortu-
nate enough to contract the grip, and
was not feeling well, and I came to one
of the hardest towns on the whole line,
the town that Idreaded from the time
I started out. It was a large place.

And one of the largest dealers had

curtly told me on the trip before, that
he wanted nothing to do with our publi-
cations. The next largestdealer had no
interest whatever. One other dealer
was so deaf that I could hardly get him
to understand a thing. Still another
dealer had returned a number of his
books, and another man had beenin a
hospital, and had not paid for them. It
seemed to me as if I could not go out
. the next morring, and I passed a dis-
cburaged night. But the next morning,
while at worship, I read my Bible, some
things came to me, especially strength-
ening and encouraging, and I thought 1
would take it all to the Lord in prayer.
1 remember that I took out my list of
names and wrote them down in my
' diary, and I had a season of prayer over
those names. It seemed to me that the
Lord came especially near, and I felt
when I went out that he was going to
help me.
The first place I went was tothislarge
stere, where the buyer had refused me
. before. He was a man difficult to be
found. But after I had talked with
him three or four minutes, he gave me
an order for more than $30 worth. I
went to the next store, where they were
indifferent, and the man gave me only
8 small order; but he bought a number
-of other books for his own reading. He

said he was interested in our literature;
and if he found those things what he
expected them to be, he would put in a
large stock. I went to the deaf man,
and while I had some difficulty in get-
-ting him to understand, yet he pur-
chased. I went to my other dealers,
and while I had-seme difficulty during
the day, yet every man whose name I
had written down in my book that morn-
ing bought quite a liberal quantity of
our bhooks. )

That night when I went to my room
[ had a thanksgiving season, you may
be sure. During my stop at the hotel,
another brother, Brother A. D. Guthrie,
whom some of you may know, came in
to see me. He had been working with
health foods there, and had found a lady
who had read a book he sold her, and
she was ready to come into the truth.
We then had another service, and I
praised the Lord. for the oppertunity,
and for the blessing and privilege of
working for him, even in this way.

The Chair: The brethren have asked
me to give a little talk on the relation of
religious and health works. “Is it
competition or co-operation?’— Co-op-
eration, of course. There is no competi-
tion in anything in God’s work. So 1
will not spend three minutes talking
gbout that; but I will say a few words
about the pushing of the health works
in connection with our religious books.
As I have been pressed with many
duties, and have not had time to study
the canvassing work in this country, I
shall tell you something about our ex-
periences in_Australia in the sale of
medical books, ’

About” ten years ago a brothet went
out to sell the ** Home Hand-Book.’’ He
had been selling ‘“Man, the Master-
piece,”’ but about ten years ago he went
away out to West Australia, a thousand
miles away from Melbourne, where our
publishing house was located, and can-
vassed that sparsely settled territory.
He met with great success in the sale of
the book. He also sold quite a number
of “ Home Hand-Book.”” But for many
years our * Home Hand-Book ’’ was con-
sidered too large to sell. None of the
canvassers thought they could make it
go. So we had copies on our shelves
for years and years. ‘‘Ladies’ Guide ”’
and ‘‘ Man, the Masterpiece '’ were sold,
but the ‘“Home Hand-Book’ was too
large, and the price was too high. But
the sale of ‘“ Man, the Masterpiece ’’
and “ Ladies’ Guide’’ became very
large, almost phenomenal, in fact.

Then some undertook to sell the * Home
Hand-Book;"” and during the last three
or four years our agents have had a
wounderful experience in the sale of that
large book.'

Brother Palmer has sent me some

statistics regarding the comparative
sales of the medical and religious books.
I will read them to you. Beginning with
1895, the value of medical books sold
was $18,327. I will just mention .the
thousands. The value of religious books
sold was. $25,000, making a total of
$43,000. In 1896, medical books, $17,000;
religious books, $23,000; total, $41,000.
In 1897, medical books, $26,000; religious
books, $11,000; making $37,000. Tn 1898,
medical books, $27,000; religious books,
$21,000; making a total of $48,000. In
1899, medical books, $44,000; religious,
$20,000; total, $65,000. In 1900, medical
books sold amounted to $54,000, and the
religious books,.$28,000; making a total
of $82,000. So that you see it has not
been just one year that our medical
books have been carried along, but
every year they have increased—from
$18,000 in 1895 to $54,000 last year.
. Well, you remember that our territory
is a large one, the people are scattered,
the population is small, and the agents
have just tramped that whole country
over, covering mi]]iogs upon millions of
acres, and thousands upon thousands of
square miles of territory. They have
gone out with both the religious and the
medical books, and have sold them
right along together.

Brother Palmer has given a few items
here that I think will be better than
anything I could say:—

“1. The population of Australasia is .
abouf 4,500,000, )

‘2. The number of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists is about 2,000. )

‘3. The number of canvassing agents
has varied from 20 to 70, during the last
8ix years.

‘“4. The sale of large subscription
books has amounted to a little over
ninety per cent of all the books sold.

“5. The number of religious books
sold has more than equaled the number
of medical books; but the high prices of
the medical books has made their value
greater than the value of the religious
books.” -

You get the idea? A ‘‘Man, the Mas-
terpiece ”’ or a ‘‘ Ladies’ Guide’’ would
sell for five dollars; the * Home Hand-
Book,”” eight, nine, and ten dollars;
while the ‘Great Controversy,”” ‘‘ Dan-
iel and Revelation,”’ and other books sell
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for not more than half that, so that the
number of religious books has been about
the same as the number of health books.

‘6. The medical and religious books
have been pushed by the tract societies
with equal energy.”” Co-operation;
neither one has had a black eye given
it. .
Voice: Is it customary for one man to

take both medical a,nd religious books

together?

A.G. Dame]ls That is owing to the
territory he is in. If we send a man out
into the backwoods over a scattered ter-
ritory, where he has to travel sometimes
thirty miles to come to a house, we tell
him to take along all he wants; to load
himself up, and do all he can; but if he
is in thickly settled territory, then we
ask him to take one book alone.

‘“6. The medical and religious books
have been pushed by the tract societies
with equal energy, and with gratifying
results. If'one large religious book fol-
lows another quickly in the same terri-
tory, the first is likely to injure the sale
of the second. We have found it ad-
vantageous to follow a religious book

"with a medical book, thus lessening
that difficulty. We see manyadvantages
in rupning both lines together under

. one management.”’

There has been a good deal of talk

" about having some medical canvassers
or medical men come in to take the
territory and run the medical book sales,
and the tract societies run the religious
book sales; but we have a,lWays givenan
emphatic No to that, because it would

mix up our territory. Now we have for

many - years kept clear records of our

canvassers’ work. Weknow whére they
have gone for the last ten years; we

" know what books they have put into
the territory. 'We know just where to
send agents with either the medical or
the religious books, and as long as we
keep the whole territory under the con-
trol of one management, we can keep

a clear record of everything that is

being done. If we had two manage-
ments, we would not know what was
being done. Besides, we believe that
it is the duty of our denomination to
give its'attention to these medical lines
right along just the same as to the other

" lines, and there should be no competi-

tion, no econflict or sparring in the fleld
at all.

I am glad that this 1sa,mlssmna,ry
Conference; that we are talking up lib-
eralities to missions, and I believe that
one of the grandest ways to help our

set them free?

mission cause will be for us to adopt
the principle of individual responsibil-
ity. If our agents must have assist-
ance to carry the business, let us encour-
age them to appeal to individual
friends to supply them with the capi-
tal, and thus make a donation to the
missions, through the publishing houses,
of this money now consumed in inter-
est. We talk of the missionary spirit
in our churches, and take donations.
That is good; but one of the grandest
donations which our churches could
make to the general cause would be
an earnest effort to pay up all their
dues to the State tract societies, so that
they could pass it on to the publishers,
and the publishers could be saved the
interest, and thus be enabled to make
liberal gifts to our missions. I know
that the managers’ of our printing
houses are more than willing. to turn
the facilities of these great plants to
the turning out of books in the for-
eign languages, thus providing the
means by which we can send-the truth
to every nation, kindred, and tongue.
Our publishers wish to do this. What
is the difficulty? It takes so much
capital to bring out new books, and
we have so much tied up with the
societies, so much interest to pay, that
they can not -make the investment.
Brethren, shall we break this yoke?
Shall we lift this burden? Shall we
Shall we tell them. to
use the amount of this interest, and
as much more each year in publishing
works to go to -every nation? I pray
God that he may impress this matter
upon our hearts, and that we shall

unitedly stand for the principle of in-.

dividual responsibility.

‘7. The highest record made in that
country during the past six years was
by a lady canvassing for ‘Ladies’
Guide.’ Her sales for one month
amounted to $1,120.” Can you beat that
in America? That was not just a flash
in the pan. I wish I had our monthly
summary to show you her sales from
month to month for two years. It is
just as wonderful; but this was the
highest record she reached. Many times
she reached nearly this. ‘‘The highest
record for one week was made by a
brother canvassing for ‘Home Hand-
Book.” His sales amounted to $345.

‘“8. For over fifteen years these large
subscription books have been pushed in
Australasia, and the last year was the
best thus far.”” Now about the condi-
tions for selling: ‘‘The times are hard,

the droughts are severe, and the popula-
tion is widely scattered, yet the work
goes on. As long as the agents can keep
the droughts and hard times out of.
their own hearts, they get on very well.

“9. A good harvest is sure to follow"
such seed-sowing. In one of our colo-
nies during the past year, fully twenty
good souls have decided to obey the
truth ag a direct result of work by our
agents and their books.”’

Yes, a nice church was ra,lsed up in
one town where a canvasser had gone and
located hisfamily. He lived right there,
and canvassed the town over and over,
and the country all around, and he raised
up such an interest in the message that
a minister was called - for, who brought
out a church, and now they are erecting
a church building.

I suppose I should not say anything .
more about this, but I believe; dear
friends, that we can do a hundred times
more with our medical books than we
are doing at the present time; and you
can see that by rotating, ‘or by alternat-
ing rather, the medical and religious
books, you can just keep the territory -
going all the time.

I believe Brother White is to speak on
methods of finance for the work, on |
compensation for the author pubhsher,'
State society, and canvasser.

- W. C. White: The method of finance
which, if adopted by each individual
canvasser, each church tract society,
each State society, will put our work on
a footing where thousands of dollars of
interest can be saved every };ea;r to the
cause, where the precious time of the
worker ean be saved from worry, is the
pay-as-you-go plan. I need not tell you
that at the present time there is a gen-
eral willingness on the part of the per-
son selling books to wait before he pays
for them until he has made his collec-
tions. Then there is a general tendency
on the part of our local church societies
to permit a small indebtedness of from
five to twenty dollars each to rest
against them. This keeps our State
societies from five hundred to five thou-
sand dollars each in debt to the printing
houses, and as a consequence our print-
ing houses are paying interest upon
thousands and thousands of dollars.
Each year, our missions, our general
cause, are robbed of thousands of dol-
lars, because of the interest that is
paid on these mdebtednesses Can we
a.ﬁord it, brethren? -

Another feature regarding finance,
and this is one which has to do. with
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our State Conferences. We should re-
turn to the principles adopted here in
the Conference of 1886. The action
taken at that Conference was based
upon the belief that obligations are
mutual. It was agreed that whenever
‘a State tract society ‘'would assume the
responsibility of thoroughly working its
territory whenever it would say, We
believe that God will help us to be the
agent of the publishing houses in
placing the truth in every family in
our territory. We will adopt the gen-
eral plans recommended. We will place
a State agent in the field, to give his
constant study to the development of
the canvassing work, to visit the
churches, to find men and train them
that they may enter the field, and to
work with them. We will give our in-
fluence to this work, we will give our
strength to it, we will accept it as the
greatest  self - supporting missionary
agency of the denomination. Upon
these conditions it was agreed that the
publishing houses would give control
of the canvassing work in that field to
that society, and would protect them in
the sale of subscription books in that
territory.

In this it was recognized that obliga-
tions are mutual. Butas time has gone
on, we have backslidden. A few socie-
ties met with marked success, so that
there was enough money received from
the canvassing work to pay the State
agent. The brethren said, * Take that
money, and pay the State agent, releas-
ing the Conference from that burden, so
that it can put other men in the field.”
The motive was good, but the plan was
bad; because just as soon as this was
done, other States began to plan, How
can we throw this burden eptirely on
the tract soeciety? Then when there
were reverses, and the profits were not
large enough to pay the State agents,
some tract societies said, ““We will
economize, we will do this work from
our office.”” And so the State agent has
gone out of the work, and our work has
shrunken, shrunken, shrunken, until
that which ought to be a great honor,
is becoming a great disappointment.
This is because we have backslidden,
because we have not stood by the prin-
ciples adopted at the beginning.

Shall we not go back to first principles?
[Voices: Amen!] Shall not our Con-
ferences say, ‘‘ We accept the canvass-
ing work as-a great evangelizing agency;
we want our canvassers to be evange-
lists: we will choose a man having good

business ability, a man bhaving wisdom
to seleet men and to direct them; and
we will pay him from State Conference
funds. We will keep him constantly in
the field, encourage him to go to our
churches, and minister to them in any
way he can; we will let him hold Bible
readings, visit families, and find the men
whom God is fitting to be canvassers ?
[Voices: Amen!] Then he must asso-
ciate these men with good agents in the
fleld, so that they may get a sound ex-
perience.

Then let us agree, brethren, that not
less than one half of the net earnings of
every society every year shall be used in
benevolent work. It should be placed
in the hands of the Conference Com-
mittee to use in benevolent work. What
kinds of bénevolent work?—First, all
our canvassers should be supplied with
tracts and leaflets, so that every family
that does not buy a book may have
something to read. [Voices: Amen!]
There are other plans that need/to be
devised to assist the canvassers. Then
there are various lines of the old-time
tract and missionary work. We must
devise various plans for following the
work of the canvasser,—by correspon-
dence, by sending literature to follow
up his work. You will find plenty of
ways to use this fund. Let us agree,
then, that the State canvassing agent
shall be paid by the Conference, and
that one half of all the net earnings of

the canvassing work shall be placed in.

the hands of the Conference Com-
mittee each year for such benevolent
work.

Let the other half of the net earnings
go into the capital account, until we
have a capital in each depository suffi-
cient to own all our books, and pay our
printing houses, and not be at all in
debt to them. When ‘that capital ae-
count is sufficiently large so we can
carry that business, then let the entire
net earnings of the canvassing work go
into the hands of the committee, to be
used each year in benevolent work.
But let your general canvassing agent
be an evangelical man, employed by the
Conference, paid by the Conference,
and let it be understood he is doing the
highest kind of Conference work in car-
rving forward constantly the effort to
get more evangelical canvassers into the
field.

I believe that this is a principle which
is vital; and I most earnestly hope that
our people will ‘make decisions at this
meeting; that they will stand firmly by

it in the future. And let us recover the
results of our backsliding.

I must now speak of the principles
which should govern our dealings with
one another, and our feelings toward one
another, in this work. If we are to
attain the greatest success, every part
of this work must have sympathy for
and rejoice in the prosperity of every
other part. Is that not so?— 1t is.

Let us consider the different parties
that have to do with the producing of
our literature and placing it before the
people. First of all, the Lord puts it
into the heart of some teacher of the
Word to write that Word, that people
may read it. That represents effort. It
takes time, it involves study, it involves
expense, and it can only be successful
where God has given that talent to the
individual. We recognize that where
God gives a talent to an individual, he
gives that individual the responsibility
of stewardship. Isthatnotso? Onthe
one to whom he gave one talent rested
the responsibility of the stewardship of
that one talent. On him who had ten
talents, rested the responsibility of the
stewardship of the ten talents. When
our publishing houses have arranged
with authors that they shall receive a
very small percentage of the earnings of
their books, let us remember that that is
theirs, and that as God has given them
the talent, he has also given them the
stewardship, and let no one begrudge
them the amount.

Do you realize that the author gets
only half as much as the State tract
society has for simply receiving the
books from the publishing houses and
passing them on to the canvasser? + The
author receives only one tenth part as
much as the agent does for carrying the -
book and selling it to the man who reads
it. If you were to write a book, would
you think it a large proportion that you
would receive for the writing of that
book,—one tenth part of what the
agent veceives for only taking the book
and carrying it out and selling 4t to
somebody? —No; I do not think you
would consider it too large. [t is about
the same amount that the publishers re-
ceive for the work of distributing the
books to the State societies,and for ad- -
vertising them. Let us not begrudge it.

We pass to the publisher. . We ought
to give much more consideration to our
publishing houses than we have done. .
Because our publishing houses have not
shown loss in their balances, and because
their business has grown, we have come
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to think that they are very strong finan-
cially; that they are getting the lion’s
share.. But they are not getting the
lion’s share. They are getting a very-
small percentage; and you will hunt a
long way before you will find other pub-
lishing houses that are receiving so little
for doing the same line of business.
Just think of it. Our publishing
houses, after meeting the actual ex-
penses of getting out a book, ordinarily
Teceive as a matter of profit on the book
" about one half of what the State tract
society receives for simply passing the
book through their hands on to the
agent. Is that too much for all the re-
sponsibility they bear? Is that too
much? ([Voices; No!] Why, no; we
. know it is not too much; and. brethren,
let us not begrudge it. [Voices: Amen!]
Let us be thankful that the volume of
business is so large that with this very
small percentage they can live and con-
tinue to do this work.” [Voices: Amen!]
" The time will come when we shall
- study this thing more fully, more thor-
oughly, than we can do to-day; and
when you read the Canvassers’ Manual,
you will find that in the same Testi-
mony to the church, which called the
attention of this people to the fact that
. plans should be laid for our books to be
more widely circulated, and far broader
plans to be laid, there is pointed out the
danger of our dealing too closely with
the publishing houses. It lays down
the principle that our books should al-
.ways be issued upon such a plan that
there will be a fund returning to the
_ publishing house with which to issue
other books. How is it now? The fund
returning from the sale of our books is
not sufficient to enable the houses to get
out the new books that are needed, and
a8 we increase our literature, we drive
-our publishing houses to increase their
borrowings. That is not right. You
will find missionary publishing houses
where the pressure is so great that the
publishing work is being done at almost
no gain at all.

If there were time to enter into it, we
might show the great embarrassments
‘that have arisen during the last few
years and the great peril that our work
has been in some fields from the fact
that some of our publishers have been
so eager to use all their earnings in
benevolent work that they have not
reserved a capital, and when demand
came for large quantities of an expen-
sive book to go to a distant field, they
‘could not: fill the orders because they

did not have the capital to do the work.
Our work has been brought to the very
brink of ruin and wreckage because ih
some of our énterprises this principle
laid down in the Testimony has
been disregarded, and there has not
been a fund reserved with which to
produce more books.

You say, ‘“ Why do you talk with us
here? Why do you not not go to that
individual house?’” Brethren, that is
2 missionary Conference, and I am talk-
ing to-day not so much for the Good
Health Publishing Company, which has
been overliberal, and has not resérved
to itself a proper capital for doing busi-
ness, a8 I am for the benefit of our breth-
ren who represent missions, and will in
the next few years be brought into con-
tact with these questions in a practical
way in their mission flelds.

The time has coime for the great en-
largement of our printing enterprises,
and we must lay the foundation of these
enterprises upon correct principles. The
time has come to lay aside the study of
policies, and study principles. We can
build on them, but policies are shifting,

What can we say about the finances
of the State societies? Our State socie-
ties should own their stocks of books,
and they should have a capital fund
sufficient to meet any emergency that
arises on account of the necessity to ad-
vance large quantities of books occasion-
ally to a successful and frusty agent.
Our societies should stand above in-
debtedness.

What are the greatest dangers of our
State societies? I will point out a few
of their perils. One is that in our
effort to do the old-time missionary
work, we shall fail to secure thoroughly
capable financial men to manage the
canvassing branch. Another is that in
securing competent men to manage the
financial branch of the canvassing work,
we shall fail to provide secretaries of
missionary experience to carry forward
the old-time missionary work. These
are two departments: why should the
one be neglected, while the other is
built up? Brethren, this ye ought to
have done, and not to have left the
other undone. We must recognize that
our societies have these two branches,
and we must provide workers who are
thoroughly capable of managing both
these branches.

Another danger of our societies enter-
ing into side issues, doing a little gen-
eral trading, or a little printing, a little
bookmaking, a' little publishing, and

this, that, and the other, that takes up
the mind and time of the sectetaries, so
that they do not have time to fhink, to
pray, to study, and to reach out in
correspondence and in sending ouf
literature as they did in the olden days.

‘We must not fritter away,our time.

Ministers should remember this, secre- -
taries should remember this. What a
shocking thing it is for a worker to let
a half-day be wasted because a-little
expense would be incurred in using
that half-day to advantage. The great-
est economy that our tract society secre-.
taries can ever exercise is to make the
best use of their time. The same is
true with reference to our canvassing
agents. I believe weare frittering away
lots of time in “* playing publisher.”” It
does not pay. There is a befter way. I
have no scourging word for local papers;
but as we organize Union Conferences,
and those Conferences knit their work
together, let us have a good, wholesome
printing-house in connection with the
school in each Union Conference. Let
our students do the printing, for the
Union Conferences.’ In this way you
will save time and money. o

Our canvassers have solid work to do,
and we should not begrudge them, their-
earnings; but our agents must also .
remember that they are responsible to
God for the use of these earnings. .
When the time comes, as it will come in
foreign mission fields, in home mission
fields, in the destitute South, and in-
the populous cities of the East, that you
come face to face with the necessity for,
low-priced books; where the only way .
to succeed appears to be to bring the
retail price of the book closer to the
actual cost of production, what shall we
do! " I believe the time is near at hand
when some of our agents who are hun-
gering for the spiritual advancement of
the people will say, ““If you will pro-
duce a book that can be sold at a lower
price, I will cheerfully work for forty. '
per cent discount instead of fifty.”
That will enable the publisher to bring
the price where the peopie feel they can
buy. In populous localities the agent-
is close to his people. It is rapid sales
that will enable him to get a living.
I believe you will find this suggestion is
consistent with the appeal made in the
Manual for Canvassers. It is consistent
with rthe statement that our agerts
have been tempted to demand the larg-
est wages because the publishers of
secular works have offered them’ large
wages.
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Some of our brethren have read this
as an evidence that all agents should
have a salary. But stop and reason a
minute. In what way do. other pub-
lishing houses pay wages to their
agents?—By their commission. In what
way do other publishing houses offer
high wages on secular books?—By offer-
ing a big commission. In what way
have our agents used their influence to
secure large compensation?—Through
demanding the large commission.
There are fields that require it. There
are fields that will support it. But,
brethren, as we advance with this work,
we shall find fields-that appeal to us for
a different way of dealing, and the
agent has it in his power to solve the
difficulty by saying, “If you will pro-
duce a class of books on which you can
.put the price lower, and only give me
forty per cent, I will take if, and I will
work faithfully at that.”” That will en-
able us to put the books where the peo-
ple will feel that they are reasonable in
price. I expect that in the providence of
God we shall see such a move as this
during the next two years arising from
the agents themselves.

That there might not be any mistake
about this matter, I asked mother what
was meant by those references to high
wages? I asked, “Is there anything in
that statement that would help us to
settle this question as to whether can-
vassers shonld have a salary, or work on
commission?’ ¢ Why,” she said, ¢ the
matter of salary or commission does not
enter intoit. It isthe matter of compen-
sation. Thatis whatImeant by wages.”
I said, ‘‘Then what is your judgment?
Is it your judgment, from that which
has come to your mind, that it would be
an advantage to our cause to pay our
agents a salary?’ She said, “I don’t
see how it can be done.”

Those who would work profitably on
a salary are not the agents who most
urge it. Those who urge it most are
those whose labors would not earn it,
and therefore our Conferences would be
brought into distress. This is a mis-
‘sionary Conference. We are broaden-
ing our plans for missionary work. We
are loosening our purse string; we are
making every plan and every provision
go that the home funds may be taken
into the mission fields. Do you believe
that the enemy of our work can see
this progress without putting forth a
special effort to raise some new issus to
absorb that means? Do you -believe
that you can return from this Confer-

ence and go forward with the organiza-
tion of your Union Conferences without

meeting a special effort to develop local

enterprises, that will absorb the funds
that you wish to pass on to the General
Conference, and through it to the mis-
sion fields? Doyou believe that you can
carry this matter into the local Confer-
ence without meeting special issues,
special pleas, that will use up all
the surplus in the State, and thus cur-
tail the foreign work? No, you must
expect to meet these things. You must
expect that in the organization of the
Union Conferences, enterprises will
arise to absorb all the funds, and to
keep the means from going out into
foreign fields. I say to our canvassers,
Do not do this by asking for salaries.
‘We have means by which men can re-
ceive compensation in accordance with
their labors, and as these have been
blessed in the past, we.believe they will
be in the future. Especially should
agents who earn large means realize
their responsibility, and use their earn-
ings in helping their fellows who are
not so successful. :

I pray God that whatever of truth I
have spoken may rest in your minds
and may be helpful in restoring this
work-and carrying it forward.

Question: I would like to ask where
each per cent of the retail price of the
book is used, or where it goes.

C. White: Fifty per cent of the
price goes to the man who carries the
book. Ten per cent goes to the State
tract society that buys it from the pub-
lishing houses, furnishes it to the agent,
keeps the accounts, and thus is respon-
sible for the work in the State. About
five per cent goes to the publishing
houses for their responsibility in hand-
ling and  selling the book, adver-
tising, getting <éirculation, supporting
the field agents, in addition to the
actual expense of printing. Five percent
goes to the author for all his responsi-
bility in work and producing the manu-
soript,;and what is left is used in buying
paper, producing plates running it
through the press, and getting it bound.

Question: Do you recommend that
the secretary be paid by the Coufer-
ences or by the State tract society?

W. C. White: I think the matter of
payment of secretaries and office help
can best be determined by the State
Conference Committee, according to the
character of the work which they are
doing and the condition in the fields,
and the condition of the funds of the

tract department. I hardly think it
would be wise for any one to enter into
the matter of giving counsel in an off-
hand way. If a Conference has funds,
or if a tract department has funds, for
building up its capital, or if it can use
a portion of this fifty per cent I have
spoken of in sending out gratuitou{mat-
ter, it should not be considered a good
investment by a Conference to pay the
corresponding secretary from Confer-
ence funds. I know it has been done
often, and often will be, but I believe
that this is a question that will be dealt
with locally.

E. E. Miles: There is one avenue for
the circulation of our literature that
has not been touched upon to-day.
That is the news company. I rejoice
exceedingly that so much progress has
been made in the matter of getting our
books in the regular bookstores. There
is a larger or smaller number of book-
stores that do not handle the class of
books that Brother Hall has been plac-
ing with the trade. You pass through
our large cities, and you will notice that
there are numerous places where they
seem to have nothing but paper-covered
books. Many of these are in connection
with tobacco stores. There are large
news companies that supply these stores.
They supply the trains, the railroad
news business, and also the news stands
we find along the lines of travel. There
is the American News Company, the
Union News Company, the Southern
News Company, the VanNoy News Com-
pany, the Chrisholm Brothers, the Rail-
road News Company, the Brown News
Company, the New York and Eastern
News Company, the Armstrong News
Company, and others that I might name,
that I have some acquaintance with, as
Tam already supplying them with books,
and have been for a bumber of years. I
am persuaded that we ought to have
workers am()ng us who would prepare
books for this class of trade. These
books would have to be especially writ-
ten, and I believe we have those who are
capable of doing this. However, I would

suggest a word of caution, and that is

that they take counsel before attempt-
ing to write a book or to publish a book
for this class of trade. I have learned
that the larger number of books fall
dead on the market. I suppose that
there are twenty-five books published
that amount to nothing at all, that do
not pay expenses, to one that is success-
ful,and there are facts and principles that
only discovered by experience, and are so

'
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again I would say, before launching out
on this, you would better seek counsel
from people who are acquainted with
the trade.

My name was mentioned here this
morning as one who should return to
the subscription book work. Iam glad
to say to you that that call has not
‘come from the brother who mentioned
my name, but it came from the Lord;
and for the last four months I have
been devoting my time to the work,
and the reason I feel free to turn my
attention again to the subscription
book work is because our publishing
houses are taking hold of the trade-
", book work. If the situation were the

same as it was two years ago, and as

it has been until very recently, I could

not consent to this for one moment. I

do not think that my work with the

trade-book business is at an end yet.
My interests are in that work; I have
an undying burden for it; but at the
. same time, now that our publishing
houses are taking it up, I feel that Ican
let this burden roll somewhat upon
them, and that I can again return to
the subscription-book line. However,

I wish to make these few remarks,

hoping that the seed would catch some-

where, and spring up, and bear a har-
vest of books that can be circulated
through these great avenues, these news
companies. For when we go to the in-
dividual bookstore, the matter ends
‘there; but when you go to the American
News Company, that means a large part
of the United States; when you go to
“the Union News Compa.ny, that means

the railroad business for p large part of’

the United States; and when you have
begun to do business with the American
News Company and with the Union
News Company, then these minor com-
. panies that I have named, and others
that might be named, will be ready also
fo take and handle those books that are
being handled by the larger news com-
panies.
And soI say that I think we shall be
negligent to our duty if we are satisfled
with simply the regular subscription-
" book business, with the work that is
being done by our colporteurs, through
our tract societies, or by even reaching
the better.class of the book trade; but
we want these cheaper books, the paper-
covered books, that will go onto the
news stands by the srde/of the .novels,
t0 be found there; for go many, many
people feed upon novels, and novels

only. I suppose that a very large pro-

portion of the people never read a bound

‘book; but they buy novels, magazines,

and newspa.peré, And so we must meet
the people where they are, and have
something that will reach all classes of
people.

At this point a motion to adjourn was
passed, and Brother C. Santee pro-
nounced the benediction.

A. G. DANIELLS, Chairman.
L. A. Hoorzs, Secretary.

MISSIONARY SERVICE.
Missionary Talks Given in the Tabernacle,
April 13, 3 P. M.

(Concluded.)

SINCE coming here, I have heaid of
four European adults of good position
who have come into the company, and
accepted the Sabbath. In the cities
throughout India, multitudes of Euro-
pean and Eurasian classes afe above the
average in intelligence, and in habits of
life; for very naturally the KEuropean
who goes out to India is a man of affairs,
and goes out to connect with the govern-
ment in civil or military life. Perhaps
he goes there to connect with some
great mercantile interests, and in that
field we find millions of intelligent, sta-
ble people, waiting for the knowledge
of the truth. So God has planted in
Calcutta a little sample of what I am
sure he designs to do in many of the
great cities of India. How we do long
to see that work taken up in great cen-
ters like Bombay, Madras, Colombo,
Rangoon, Allahabad, Lahore— great
centers of population, where we can
begin upon the FRuropeans, and Eng-
lish-speaking peoples, knowing that
from that beginning, the light may
radiate out upon many millions in the
great darkness of Hinduism and Mo-
hammedanism. But we wait, and have
waited long, after the field has been
made ready. Our paper published there
goes to hundreds of people in these great
cities, and we hear of many interested
ones, in consequence. But with only
one minister in such a field, with two
canvassers, among double the population
of North and South America together,
— we are waiting from month to month,
brethren; and the waiting time seems
long.

‘When Brother Robinson was dying, I
said to him that possibly the Lord was
taking-him and that perhaps his dea.th
would do something to ‘call attention to
the needs of that great field, and he re-
plied, ‘“Perhaps; perhaps.” DBut we

[

have waited sixteen months already, and

not a soul from this great land has

turned his face toward the East. I

seems & long time, with the people call-

ing for help,— people who should be
instructed. I say, brethren, that the.
field is open. Talk about open doors,—

doors are open everywhere. My office

door has been open, and through it has

come a continual stream of English-

speaking natives to talk with me about -
religion, about Christianity. So many

of them have come that it seemed al-

most impossible sometimes to do_the

necessary work that needed to be done,

and yet I donot know how many seeds

of truth have been sown in hearts in-

quiring after God.

And so in these cities we have thou-
sands upon thousands of English-speak-
ing natives whom we may reach .while
we are working for the English people
themselves. The sound of the truth
has already gone out from Caleutta and
the regions round about, and the natives
are saying that thisis a new thing., I
have been told that in converted com- -
munities the word has gone out that our
mission is a virgin mission, that if we
can only keep from being contaminated
by the other societies, it will be a new .
thing in India, by which the work may
be wrought by the power of God and
not by ‘the power and the wisdom of
man. :
Evenin the Hindu papers there are se-
lections from our paper The Watchman up- -
on methods of ‘missionary and all-round
work in connection with the union of
officialism with religion. Extracts have
been quoted, and Indian papers have
said, ‘‘This sounds like Christ.””

In these cities there are multitudes of
student classes, and how I have longed

to leave my work, and go down tolive . '

among the university students. It is
supposed that there are ten thousand in
Calcutta alone; the university popula-
tion of India is greater than that of
England. India graduates more young
men from its universities than does
England, and they are bright youth.
The young men there are men of thought,
buat the universities and colleges teach’ -
them the rubbish of human philosophy.
Even the theological schools teach evo- .
lution and all these things. These
young people like to read and talk Eng-
lish, even if but for practice, and so
they are ready to hear, ready to flock -
about you, to look into your eyes,—and
I believe God will give us ma.ny from
among that popula.t.mn )
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There is one young man now who has
passed his examination' for a degree.
He is at heart a Seventh-day Adventist.
Missionaries have tried to buy him with
the promise of a position if he would
only join their ranks. He told them
that whenever he became a Christian,
he would become a Seventh-day Advent-
ist. We have prayed for men like that
to come out directly from heathenism
without the mark of other societies’
work upon them, that they might be in-
structed in God, and stand as represent-
atives of the third angel’s message before
their own people. This young man has
now gone so far as to sever all connec-
tion with heathen ceremonies. His
father, a wealthy man, disinherited
him; but the young man told me that
since his father took this step, he felt
he had something much better, and so
felt richer than he ever did in his life
before. He is now awaiting his baptism
until he can go back and endeavor to
win his wife to the gospel of Jesus
Christ. There are many" others
connected with the universities and
schools waiting for the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Open doors? Mil-
lions of them everywhere! Three hun-
dred million doors, and Jesus Christ
knocking at every one of them, saying,
“Open, ahd let me come in.”” But he
wants us to go to speak to them and tell
them that he invites them to open the
door and let him come in.

Look at the millions of homes in
India to be reached only by the zenana
work. Most‘of the time we have for
this ;work onlyj Sister Burrus,. who has
gone.in and out among the people. Her
work does not shine out much in statis-
tics, but she knows of many homes
where the inmates are almost believ-
ers, though bound by social laws and
caste, by a peculiar kind of domestic
life; but I believe that when the Lord
lets the final signs appear, we shall see
them rising up, and breaking the bands
that?bind them, to meet the Lord; for
we know that his Holy Spirit is work-
ing in hearts. In one home where Miss
Burrus went just before I came away,
she told me that the woman called her
neighbors in, and said, *“Oh, come and
hear; this is the lady that says that
their Jesus 18 soon coming. She says
that the signs of his coming are in the
earth. The wars among the nations,
the famines, the pestilences, the earth-
quakes — she says that these things tell
about the -coming of their Lord.” So,
in the homes of India that work is

being done. The Lord’s Spirit calls
upon souls, and I expect that he will
give us many from among the native
classes before the final decision, to
take wup this work. = Some time ago
there was one home where there was
a poor young widow, who was kept
for years almost a slave to do or-
dinary work. This class is despised
and blamed. She did not know very
much, but she heard a little from our
work about the ‘Lord Jesus, and her

“heart was touched. She wanted to be

a Christian. Her people shut her up;
but in her little room she prayed for
Jesus to help her, and while she was
praying one day, some workmen put a
ladder up next to the room where she
was confined. They did some work,
and then went away, leaving the ladder
standing against the house. She said
the Lord had heard her prayers. She
went down the ladder, used it in climb-
ing the wall, and escaped, going straight
to the mission house. She was taken in,
and was developed into a useful and re-
sponsible worker. . )

And so in many homes I believe that
God has jewels whom he is seeking to
find. But oh, those who are looking for
them are so few! We need the help
that you can send from this land—men
and women to search for souls in the
needy East.

J. O. Corliss: As in every other enter-
prise with which men are connected, so
in city mission work the mind gradu-
ally opens up to present possibilities.
Thirty years ago we hardly dared to
enter a large city to do evangelical
work, because we feared we would not
be able to accomplish as much as we
could in rural districts, and so the rural
districts were worked to the neglect of
the cities, though in the most primitive
manner. Some of those who were in the
field in those days, remember that we
used to put up our cotton meeting-house,
and begin the task of * working up an
interest.”” If we succeeded in this in
two V{'eeks, we were doing quite well;
but I am glad that all this has changed,
because our minds have been enlarged.

Twenty-two years ago, when the work
was opened in Denver, we put our tent
on the corner of Sixteenth and Glendarm
Streets, where now there are large brick
buildings. We had a tent, one minister,
and a tent-master.

Thus we undertook the work in that
large, rich, and popular city, and when
we were through with our tent labors

that summer, we rejoiced to see that
thirty people had subscribed to the ten-
ets of the faith which we preached.
But I have thought many times since
that if we could only have had before
us the ideas and methods that we have
now, how much greater would have been
the work accomplished at that time.

It would be a far better investment to
expend five hundred dollars in opening
up work in a place, and getting a large
company of people, who, in turn, can

‘carry the megsage to others, than to in-

vest -but one hundred dollars, to get
about one tenth as many people. While
five hundred dollars looks a great deal
larger than one hundred, yet if by it the
work can be given an impetus which
will ultimately result in a hundredfold
of returns, it is by far the best thing to
do, than to expend the small outlay,
with but meager results. Work can not
be energetically pushed in large cities,
when there is only one minister to do alt
the singing, praying, preaching, vigiting,
and everything else. We could not ex-
pect one man to stand up under such a
strain, and I am thankful that we have
learned better methods.

The Saviour said, in speaking of city
work, ‘“ Ye shall not have gone over the
cities of Israel, till the Son of man be
come.”” You may say that refers to the
local work of the disciples in Palestine;
but I believe that it also has an applica-
tion down here. [ believe when our
cities have been gone over, and the work
done there that should be done, the
Master of all Israel will come to take his
people home. I believe that in these
cities are jewels, hidden, perhaps, be-
neath the surface; but if we work and dig
for them they will be found. That work,
however, must be done in a different
way from the old-fashioned method of
laboring. B

You raise the question, ‘“ How, then,
can it be done?’ There should be
Bible workers to go from house to house.
These men and women should search
out the Lord’s people, the lost sheep of
the house of Israel. Howare they going
to find them? There are ways by which
these may be searched out. This has
been done in some places by the distri-
bution of papers and other literature.
In Sydney brethren went out with their
arms full of the paper, Bible Hcho, pub-
lished in Melbourne, Australia. They
went from house to house and sold them
to the people. About the second or
third time they went around, the people
in different places said, ** What about
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this that I saw in the last paper you
left here?’ calling attention to some
article in the same. ‘It isa new idea
to me. I have never looked at it in that
way before. Can not you tell me some-
thing more about this thing?’ Then
that worker had something to do, had he
not? He had an opportunity to sit
down with these people, and tell them
more about the things they had seen in
the paper. In this way our workers in
Sydney found' out who were interested,
and in many instances the distribution
of these papers ended in bringing per-
gons to a saving knowledge of the truth.
Those who distributed the papers wounld
refer those interested to the regular
Bible workers, and thus the work was
carried on. In a little while the whole
neighborhood where those papers were
being circulated, was stirred.

The results have been similat in this
country. In Oakland we did not take
the Signs of the Times to sell, which we
ought to have done, but we had a tent
paper. During those meetings we pub-
lished the principal sermons in a little
fur-page papet, which was handed out
the following night to those in the tent.
We told the people that this paper con-
tained the talk of the previous evening,
and was given them for their study, as
no doubt there were some points which
they failed to catch, or which had
glipped their minds, and which they de-
sired to look up. In the morning our
workers would take them and go every-
-where through the city, and many eager
hands were held out for those papers.
I have since learned by correspondence
"that as the result of the short series of
papers published during that one tent-
"meeting in the city of Oakland, people
in the State of Maine embraced the
truth through reading them. I also
. found people in the Southern States who
" accepted the truth through reading
them. How did they get them? Peo-
ple in Oakland who had received them,
sent them to their friends in Maine, in
the South, and other parts of the country.
The influence of that little sheet went
almost over the United States. There
is a great deal of difference between

that sort of work, and a man standing’

in the desk and preaching a single dis-
course to a few people, having the in-
fluence of his words stop right there
within a small circle. True, it costs
-something to circulate our literature,
. but it pays in the end. We have tried
this plan in other places, and it has
been " carried out twice in the city of

Oakland. The paper was called The
Tent-meeting Review., Some had them
bound up, and are carefully preserving
them, reading them frequently fo re-
fresh their minds concerning the truth.

There is a large diversity of nationali-
ties in many of our great cities. There
are thirty thousand Chinese in the city
of San-Francisco. These Chinese peo-
ple must hear the message. Some of
them have received it, thank God. We
have Chinese brethren in the church in
San Francisco. Last year one of these
gradnated with honors from a medical
college; and still another is taking a
medical course. Three Japanese were
recently baptized,'a.nd united with the
church. One of that nationality is tak-
ing a course in dentistry. There are
from fifteen to twenty thousand Jap-
anese in San Francisco,—as nice people
as ever lived, and I believe there is a
work yet to be done among them. What
can ope minister do with such a
diversity of people? What can he do
in such a cosmopolitan c¢ity as San
Francisco ? Theré are
sand Germans, twenty thousand Scan-
dinavians, and two thousand Finns
in that city, and I might go on and
enumerate -many other nationalities.
Shall we let these people continue to
walk in moral darkness ?

I could mention some of the large
cities of the United States, where the
conditions are quite similar— Boston,
New York with its teeming millions,
Buffalo, Detroit,. Cleveland, Chicago,
Denver, New Orleans, Atlanta, Nash-
ville, Mobile, Baltimore, Cincinnati, St.
Louis, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Milwan-
kee, Washington,—1I -can not mention
them all. There ‘are fifty-two cities in
this country having a population of over
seventy-five thounsand. I believe the
time is not far distant when all of us
will feel the importance of these things,
and take hold of this city work as we
have never done before.

Dr. A. J. Read: Brethren, Ibelieve the
God whom we serve is a God of mercy
and love. I believethat every message
he has given to the world to the present
time is a message of mercyand love. I
believe the medical missionary work is
given to sound the key-note of the third
angel’s message. It is God’s design, I
believe, that as the medical missionary
work goes forth to the fields of the
world, it will impress upon the minds
of the people with whom we come in
contact the true chdractér of the mes-

’

thirty thou-

sage which God is sending to the world."

It has never seemed to me that God’s
message to the world was simply a mes-
sage to'convince men’s minds that they
were wrong and were in error. God’s.
message to the world is a message in-
viting men up to higher and holier
ground, up onto a plan of true Christian

living; and for that reason, it seems to

me, God is sending the third angel’s
message, to bring before the people the
whole truth. For this reason God has
brought together into one message all
the grand trnths that this world has
ever been taught; that at this time, as
he sends forth his truth to the world,
he wants the medical missionary work
to go in advance, as a pioneer work, in
order men may know that God’s mes- .
sage is sent to do them good. It is sent
to show them God’s true character of
love and mercy. :

I have felt sometines as if some of our
brethren who have gone ount into the °
medical missionary work have not
perhaps given the message the true
ring, not because they have failed to
present the peculiar doctrines which
we may hold; but they have failed to
give the message the true sound, be-
cause the real spirit of mercy, love, -
purity, and truth has not been lived
out in the lives of the messengers, to
impress the hearts of those with whom
they come in contact. ]

"I know of no other way in which so
quickly to come onto common ground
with the people whom we meét, of what-
ever nation, tongue, or circumstance in .
life, as by relieving their suffering, show-
ing them that we have a real, disinter-
ested kindness for them,—not that we
are using the medical missionary work
as an advertisement for the third
angel's message: the third angel’s mes-
sage needs no advertisement. ‘

God does not want us, I believe, to
parade the great work that we are doing-
as an advertisement. The truth itself
will stand as a sufficient advertisement
for itself. Men learn to love the princi-
ples of truth. The simplest principles '
God has ever given to the world, have
been to lead men on step by step as long
as they walk in the light, I am satisfied '
if I see a man drinking in the simplest

of the precious principles of truth, be-.

caunse [ have confidence to believe that
it will awaken in him hungering and
thirsting for righteousness that will not
be satisfied until his soul is filled with
the whole precious truth that God has
given. ’
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When in Tahiti, I labored with the
native brethren, even before I could
speak a word of their language. Minis-
tering to them seemed to speak a lan-
guage that was understood by us both.
I remember very well after I had been
‘laboring for over two years among this
people, I was one day called to go down
to the beach, where a man had been in-
jured. I was on horseback, and riding
as fast as the horse could go. Passing
the house of one of our native sisters,
who was one of the pillars of the church
that had been raised up, she hastened
out, and laid hold upon the bridle of the
horse, and said, ‘“ Where are you go-
ing?”’

‘“Y am going down to help that man
who is hurt on the beach.”

““Oh, don’t go to him. Don’t you
know he bas said all sorts of mean
things about us? There is nothing too
mean for him to say about the truth.
Don’t disgrace the truth by going down
to minister to that man, when he has
done ,s0 much against the truth. As
soon as he gets up, he will begin to talk
against us, and will do us all the harm
he can. I plead with you, don’t go.”

‘I whipped up my horse. and said, I
will go as fast as I can get there.”” And
I did, go; and I felt as if that day I had
had an opportunity to present truth to
the heart of that native woman, which
two years of preaching could not bring
. into her heart.

You will imagine my joy, after being
down on the beach and working for half
_ an hourover that man, to find thatsame
native sister among those bringing
water. Is not that the fruit of the
spirit of the third angel’s message?
Does it not tell us if our enemy hunger,
feed him; if he is naked, clothe him?
Not because you think it is going to win
him to the truth, but because it will
bring home to his heart the real essence
of the truth; and ifhe once gets the
real essence of the_truth, he will get the
whole truth. Has not God wrought that
way in you and .me? Did we get the
whole truth first?—No; but the precious
principles of truth, and the trath came
little by little to us, and God brought
the whole precious truth home to our
hearts. K¢ .

It seems to me that what God wants
in this world to-day is men and women
who will go forth with the honest pur-
pose to do their fellow men good,—to
do them good because’ it it good; to do
them good because it is right; to present
to them the right principles of healthful

living, because they are true, not be-
cause we know more than they do about
it. I believe God wants the spirit of
truth to go forth because it will do men
good, and will uplift them. I believe
the whole object of medical missionary
work is expressed in Paul’s epistle to the
Romans, twelfth chapter, verses 1 and
2, where he says: ‘‘I beseech you there-
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sac-

rifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which™

is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God.”

In these words the whole object of
medical missionary work is set forth,
and of the work God is going to do to
prove before the world, to open up be-
fore their minds what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God. He
says: ‘‘Is not this the fast that I have
chosen? to loose the bands of wicked-
ness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to
let the oppressed go free, and that ye
break every yoke? Isitnot to deal thy
bread to the hungry, and that thou bring
the poor that are cast out to thy house?
when thou seest the .naked, that thou
cover him; and that thou hide not thy-
self from thire own flesh? Then shall
thy light break forth as the morning,
and thine health shall spring forth’
speedily: and thy righteousness shall
go before thee; the glory of the Lord
shall be thy reward.”

If we could only lay aside that selfish
and ambitious spirit of presenting to the
world something that we have, because
it is better than they have, and present
to them the precious truth of God be-
cause it will do them good, that would
ingpire confidence in them. I believe
here is the real spirit of medical mis-
sionary work; and that God wants every
man and woman who goes forth with
this message, to carry it in that spirit.

The scope of the medical missionary
work has also lain heavily ,upon my
heart.
that this work is to reach to the heathen,
to the people in earth’s remotest bounds.
It is also to reach our brethren inour
own country. ~

I never shall forget one experience I
had. When in Ann Arbor, I met a
minister who had come from India,
where he had been laboring as a mis-
sionary for years. He felt a longing to
take up medical work, believing that it

I believe, brethren and sisters, .

would help him in his work; and so he
came to Ann Arbor to study medicine.
And when he came,one of the leading men
inhis church, who had a congregation in
Ann Arbor told me about him,and wanted
that we should become acquainted.

We did become. acquaiunted; and as we

talked about medical missionary work,
our hearts were knit together; we com-
pared notes, and gave to each other such
Helpful things as we ‘had. And that

‘man kept hungering and thirsting for

more. He inquired of some of the other
brethren for more of the light of truth,
and finally accepted it. That man was
our Brother Brown, who went back to
India as a medical missionary, and
labored faithfully there till his death.

I remember a Congregational minis-
ter I met in the East, who was very
much prejudiced against our truth. He
invited me to his house to do some work,
and told me that the only thing that he
knew about Seventh-day Adventists was
that he had heard they were people who
delighted to go out and hoe corn on
Sunday, while other people were going
to church, and thus disturb their neigh-
bors on that day. I told him he was
mistaken; that they were people who
believed in doing to others what others
should do to them.

We had some further acquaintance,
and were doing some work together,and
one day he sent a message to me like
this: ** Will you please tell Mr. Read
that as Saturday is his Sabbath, and as
Sunday is my Sabbath, that little piece
of work that he and I are doing together
can not go on very rapidly, because
there are two days in the week when it
is stopped. So if he will come down to
my house, he can go into my shop, and
carry on that work next Sunday, and
the next day, Monday, I will carry iton,
and thus we shall get the work done
quickly.” That man’s feeling had
changed. The message I sent back to
him was: “‘As I do not feel free to in-
vite you into my shop to work on the
Sabbath, I do not feel like going over
your head into your shop, and pounding
and himmeritg on your Sabbath.” And
from that day to this that man hasbeen
studying to know more of the precious
truth.

T believe the scope of the medical
missionary work is not only to reach
people whose hearts are prejudiced,
but to go to all our brethrem,— not
simply our own brethren, because
they are not living up to the light
of health reform as they should. God
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does not place me to accuse you be-
cause you are not doing that which is
right; but he does want the light of his
precious truth on health reform to shine
out, that my brethren will want it be-
cause I have it; that your brethren will
want it because you have it; that your
brethren who are not living just straight
on this principle will want to get straight
on it, because they see how much good
it is doing you.

Brethren, I hope and pray that the
true knowledge of the principles of
God’s truth may reach into every one's
heart, and that the medical missionary
work, in harmony with every other
phase of the third angel’s message, may
gain the victories God designed it should
gain, not only in the hearts of shose
without, but in each of our hearts.

H. Champness: If I could take this
whole congregation, and transport them
speedily to London, I dare to affirm
that I could scatter them so far apart
from each other that they would have
trouble in finding their neighbor; and
that while they were trying to find
their nearest neighbor, they would find
so much need about them, that they
would begin to work for the salvation of
souls in that vast city. What I want to
impressiapon you during the short time
"I bave to speak is that when you get
face to face with the need, then you go
to work. We may sit here all day, and
hear facts and figures, but if the power
of the gospel will not move you to go
out to the fields where there is need,

. facts and figures will not move you.
The word of God is the only thing that
will move us to go to a place where there

* i need.

I remember reading some time ago in

~the early days of your history over
here, that the great cry was, ‘ Young

.man, go West.”” Itseems to me that
the great cry of this Conference is,
““Seventh-day Adventists, go East.”
That you have got to turn your face
away from this country, and take a

broad view of the great harvest field,
and to know that God is calling you as
definitely and clearly as he called you
into this truth, to go io the needy
fields. And if that call of the gospel
does not reach your heart, I am afraid
that if T tell you of the forty millions of
people in Great Britain, and the five
millions of People in London, that that
will never move you. O, I wish you
could see what I have seen; I wish you
could be in a place where you could

find millions of people around you, and
walk street after street, and never meet
a Seventh-day Adventist, and never
know a person who has this message
but yourselves. Then you would begin
to realize somethlng of the need of the
field.

The work in England has moved
slowly. The English people have that
characteristic, they tell us, of being
slow to move. Well, I expect that is true;
but I will tell you this, that when they
do move, they move, and they move
surely, and when they are once moved,
it takes a great deal to turn them back

again from the principles they stand.

upon. But I am not so sure that it is
perfectly true that the English ‘people
move 80 slowly. In my experience I
have found that the people of England
are coming to move as quickly as the
people of America when they get the
right message. To illustrate: I had the
privilege of putting up the first tent
that was ever used in London, two years
ago. Before that time it was thought
that it would take twelve months, or
probably eighteen months, for people to
come into this message,~— that a long
series of addresses had to be given,—
but we are beginning to find out that
the people of England will move out
just as quickly as the people of America,
or even quicker, when they get the real
gospel message to move them.

What did we find there? We found
in northeast London that within the
three weeks' time that the tent was
pitched, fifteen took their stand for the
Sabbath, and the fourth week, ten more
took their stand, and now there isa
church g‘f about fifty members, includ-
ing some who have moved in from dif-
ferent parts. This gives me courage to
believe that there is to be a great and
quick work done in England when we
have the real message to give to the
people.

We have one worker in England who
has done more to carry this gospel
message to the people of Great Britain,
and not only there, but to all parts of
the world, than any other worker. That
worker has proved very efficient. He is
a very quiet worker; he does not.make
much noise, he does not make a great
stir about his work; but he does his
work effectively.” 'You know what his
name is,—Present Truth. I always pre-
fer to go to work in a field where Prosent
Truth has preceded me, for I find the
ground is well prepared. Here are some
facts concerning the circulation of this
, L]

paper: In 1895 the circulation of Present
Truth was 598,050, the average sale per
week during that year, being 11,520." In
1896 the circulationwas 681,400; the aver-
age sale per week was 12,856 during that
year. I will give the figures consecu-
tively: 1897, 607,300 sold, averaging
11,679 per week; 1898, 578,340 sold, av-
eraging 11,122 per week; 1899, 692,100
sold, averaging 13,310 per week; 1900, .
799,400 sold, averaging 15,373 per week.
Now this year that we have just started,
1901,the average sale per week is 17,000,
and we are beginning to see some good
results.

You have doubtless heard about our
plan in England. Even as was men-
tioned of the Bible Heko in Australia, we
have our workers take the paper around
to the homes of the people from week
to week, and by so doing, they have the
opportunity of meeting the people, and -
speaking and praying with them, and -
helping them into the message. And
when the people read anything in the
paper, the worker has the opportunity
of conversing with the person, and open-
ing the Bible right there in the house.
1 believe that is the Lord’s plan. I be- .
lieve the Lord wants just such work as
that done in our large cities; that is how
we are going to reach the masses.

As I say, Present Truth has an average
circulation, per week, of about 17,000.
I might say that nearly the whole of .
this number is taken out by our work-
ers to the homes of the people. We want.
to see this paper going by leaps and.
bounds. We were greatly encouraged
when we got out the Christmas number,
of which 87,000 were disposed of in that
week. That shows what can be done.’
Our.churches took hold of it, and we
took that paper and circulated it among
the mass of the people. All of us worked
with a will, and we found great blessing
in doing so. ’

Now, brethren and sisters, it seems to
me when I come here to Battle Creek, .
and see you all seated here so comfort-
ably, and think of London, with its five
millions, I would to God that the Spirit

of the living God would fall upon this ' .

congregation to-day, and that you would
yield yourselves to the Lord, and say,
‘“Here, Lord, I am willing to-go, whether
it be to England, or India, or China, or
Japan, I don't care where.” It seems to
me jt is time for you to move, and you
don’t want to wait until you are sent by
some Conference. The time is coming,
— 1 believe it is here,— when the Lord
wants families to go out to these distant
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fields, and settle there, and work there.
You can work in England just as well
as you can here. You say, ¢ The cir-
cumstances are not so good.”’” But we
have got a great God, and he is able to
overrule all our circumstances, and he
can take you and your. family, and can
find you employment, and he can settle
you among the people, and you may live
the truth right out there, We have one

" family in Scotland ‘who are living the
truth out in that way. The brother is
working in the mines, and his wife is do-
ing self-supporting medical missionary
~work among her neighbors, and their
influence is good. They are doing a
good work.

Let me refer to just one fact in clos-
ing. In the New England Conference,
I understand, the tithe is about the same
as it is in Great Britain —$10,000. Now
put the English on the same sort of a
scale, and you can understand our needs.

" If the New England Conference had
half the United States to work, they
would understand something of our
needs in England. Now they have more
workers than we have in Great Britain;
but they would need to take in half the
population of the United States to un-

. derstand something of our need in Eng

land.

Brethren and sisters, if you think that
we have enough workers in England,
and enough help, then I say, God pity
you here; but if you see their need, and
if you can not go yourselves, then do
what you can, give of your means to
* help forward this glorious work of cir-
culating the present' truth. I hope
there will come a call in this Confer-
ence here for means o circulate the
Present Truth; and if the call does not
come from this platform, let the Lord
give the call to your heart; and you
give freely of what the Lord has given
you, and you will be the means of send-
ing forth the truth into that much neg-
lected country.

“Ir we go through life timidly,
weakly, ineffectively, thé fault is . . .
with ourselves. When one sets himself
to live a grand life, man can not inter-
rupt him, God will not! "’

" “ProeRESS and improvement are ev-
-ery man’s duty. Itis not right to remain
as we were, OT a8 we are.”’

Sy has many tools, but a lie is the
handle that fits them all.—ZHolmes.

SERMON
By A. T. Jones, April 13, 10:45 A. M.

First chapter of Galatians, last verse:
““And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to
the promise.”” In the 26th verse of the
same chapter, it is said, *‘ Ye are all the
children of God by faith in Jesus Christ.
And from this the conclusion is, ‘‘ Then
are 'ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs ac-
cording to the promise.”’

Nobody in the world can ever have
more in possession, or can ever have a
higher position, than to be Abraham’s
seed, Abraham’s child, for he is the
father of all them that believe. They
who are born of the flesh, these are not
the children of God; but the children of
promise are counted for the seed.: And
since those who are of the promise, the
seed, are Christ’s, they are the children
of God, and heirs according to the
promise. They are heirs of the promises
of God, and heirs with Abraham accord-
ing to the promise of God.

Therefore, to know what these things
are, of which we are heirs, it is proper
to study the life of Abraham, and this
is given us principally in Genesis. Gen-
esis introduces us, in the first chapter,
to creative power, makes us acquainted
with the Creator, and the working of
his power; and the further record in
Genesis shows to us what the working
of that creative power produces. Itis
children of God—heirs according to the
promise of God to Abraham.

In the twelfth chapter of Genesis,
first verse, it is written that God ‘‘had
said”’ to- Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred,

from thy father’s house, etc. Calling

.us back beyond the twelfth chapter, to

the latter verses of the eleventh chapter,
the record is that Abram’s father took
Abram and Lot, and their wives, and
went out of Ur of the Chaldees, and
came unto Haran, and dwelt there.
There Abram’s father died, and then he
came on into the land of Palestine.
Abram was to get out of his country,
and do these things that God told him,
so that he might receive that which
God had to give him; therefore for us to
know what the things are of which we
are heirs when we are the children of
Abraham, it is essential that we know
what these things are that Abraham re-
ceived from God. When we know what
these things are that Abraham received,
we know what things there are that are
ours when we are children of Abraham;
2

and-

and when we know how Abraham re-
ceived these things from God, we know
how we shall receive them from God,
being children of Abraham.

What was it, then, that God has said
to Abraham? ‘‘Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father’s house, unto a land
that I will show thee: and I will make
of thee a great nation, and I will bless
thee, and make thy name great; and
thou shalt be a blessing: . . . and in
thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.”” Accordingly, the first thing
that Abraham did was to get out of his
country. Yet when he got out of his
country, his kindred was with him,
and his father’s house was with him.
‘When his father died and Abram went
onward, his kindred was still with him.
He went into the land of Palestine, and
down into Egypt, and the kindred was
still with him. He came back into the
land, bis kindred was still with him;
and God had not yet showed ] him the
land that he said he would him. But
the time comes when his kindred are
separate from him. ¢ Then God. said
to Abram, after that Lot was separated
from him,” ‘‘Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou art
northward, and southward, and east-
ward, and westward.”” Abraham is
to look in all these directions. He is to
look to the north and see what
he shall see; he is to look to
the south, and see what he shall
see; he is to look to the east, and see
what be shall see; and he is to look to
the west, and see what he shall see..
And all that he sees is his for an ever-
lagting possession; for ‘‘to thee will I
give it, and to thy seed forever.” All
that Abrabam saw then is ours to-day;
and God wants us to be where Abrabham
was, in the position where we can look
at all points of the compass and see that
which is ours. He wants us to be a
people who shall be able to look all
around us, and see what God shows.
Abraham would have seen very little if he
had looked only to the north; but he
must look in every direction, and see
all, that he may have an idea of what
belongs to him; and so must we. -

What did Abraham see that day when
he looked? It is written that the prom-
ise that he should be the heir of ‘‘the
world”’ was not to Abraham or to his
seed through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith. The promise is
that he should be the heir of the worid.
Then when Abraham looked, at the
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command of God, to the northward, to
the southward, to the eastward, and to
the westward, he saw the world,—the
world which is, and is to be, his,—not
the world as it is, but the world as it is
to be, the world to come. Abraham saw
the world to come that day, when God
told him to lift up his eyes and look;
and Abraham saw more when God told
him to lift up his eyes look, than if he
had lifted up his eyes and looked with-
out God telling him,

When God tells a man to look, God has
more for that manto see than the man
who would see if God did not tell him
to look. The Lord had said for Abraham
to get out of his country, from his kin-

- dred, and from his- father’s house,

“unto a land that T will show thee.”
Abraham had been through the land
and visited Palestine long before this.
He had walked from the northern end
unto the southern, clear into Egypt.

" He had come again-out of Egypt, and

dwelt in the south of Palestine, and then
onward to the northward again of Pales-
tine; and yet he had never seen what God

~ was to show him. God had not-yet

shown him what he was to see; but now,
when he stands in the place where God
called him to,— out of his courntry, from

. his kindred, from his father’s house,—

© true light.

he ‘stands where God had called him.
And now God says, I will showyou what
I said I would show you. Now he shows
him that country which was to be his,
and that countryis the world to come.

More than this, the Lord said to Abra-
ham, ‘“Lift up now thine eyes, and look

Jrom the place where thou art northward,.

and southward, and eastward, and west-
ward.”” You are not to lose sight, Abra-
ham, of where you are, when I turn
your eyes to that which you are to see;
so that in looking to that other world

. which God showed Abraham, he was not

utterly to lose sight of this world; but
to get a better view of this world than
he could have if he never should see the
other one. ‘

It is only by seeing the world o come,
that anybody can see this world in its
It is only by looking at the
world to come that any soul can measure
the true value of the world that is.
Therefore when God called Abraham to
Jook, I repeat it, he said, ‘‘Look from
the place where thou art.’” Forget pot
the. place where you are. Look from
there. Let your horizon enlarge until

. it reaches over all this where you are,

and then out into the glorious field
which God shall cause you to see, so as

to make this world in its interests and
in its value before God reach out unto
the world to come, and into the breadth
of the wisdom and the knowledge of
God. This is what God caused Abraham:
to see, and Abraham saw it, and from
that day forever he saw it, and he saw
all that belongs with it.

But it was said to Abraham, not only
““to thee will I give it;" but to thee
and ““fo thy seed’ willl give if for an
everlasting possession. Abraham was
not to have it without the seed; theseed
is mnot to have it without Abraham.
“Mothee will I give it, and to thy seed.”
So when Abraham looked, he looked
through Christ; what Abraham saw he
saw in Christ; and therefore forever
after, at whatsoever he looked; he locked
at it through and in Christ Jesus. And
so when Jesus came, he said to those
who thought they were the children of
Abraham, who prided themselves about
being the children of Abraham, who re-
jected the promised seed of Abraham
on account of their pride of being them-
selves the children of Abraham—to
these he said: ‘ Your father Abraham
rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it,
and was glad.”” Abraham in his day
saw Christ’s day, and was glad in the
seeing of it, as every one is who sees
Christ’s day as Abraham saw it.

Therefore in the eleventh of Hebrews
it is written further of Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob and Sara: ‘‘These all
died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afaroff,
and were persuaded of them, and em-
braced them, and confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth. . . . And truly, if they had been
mindful of that country from whence
they came out, they might have had
opportunity to have returned. But now
they desire a better country, that is, an
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God: for he hath pre-
pared for them a city.”

The Scripture says that only those’

who walk in the steps of that faith
which our father Abraham had, can re-
ceive that which is Abraham’s. Abra-
ham, the first of all things in order to
see what God had to show him, was
called out of his country. ‘Get thee
out of thy country.”” That is the first
of all things for anybody in the wide
world. to do who will ever see what
God showed to Abraham, or what God
has to show-him. The first of all things
is to get out of your country. That can
be done only in the way that the Scrip-

ture has pointed out,— the way that
Abraham did indeed,— becduse of the
fact that there is a country into which
we are to go. ‘‘Get thee out of thy
country, . . . unto a land that I will
show thee.”” Notice, when Abraham
saw the land which God was to show
him, he did not enter into it immedi-
ately; for when God promised that he
would give it to him, while Abraham
lived he never had so much as to set his
foot on; but yet God said he would give
it to him and his seed after him.

Then the situation is this: God called
Abrabam out of his country, showed
him the country unto which he was to
bring him, but he did not bring- him -
into that country while he lived in this
world. Consequently Abraham, being
called out of. his country, and not yet
having got intothe country which is his |
own, really is left in this world without |
a country in this world. Mark, I do
not say he was left in this world without .
a country; he was left in this world
without a country. en this world.

That is what it means to.get out of

your country at the call of God, into

the land that he shows and will show;/‘
this for the reason that no man ever
yet made a success, and no man c¢an
make a success, in the effort to have
two countries, I repeat, no man ever
made a success of the effort to have
two countries. And even the countries
of this world recognize that principle.
All the countries of this:world recog-
nize the fact that no man can have
two countries; consequently, each man
is counted as belonging to the country
of his birth and allegiance. If he
chooses to have another country, he
must renounce the country of his birth;
and his allegiance to all other kings
lords, potentates of any kind whatso-
ever, and especially the one where he
was. That is recognized here among
men who hold and govern the coun-
tries of this world.

When that is true among men and
in the countries that are alike, how can
it possjbly be otherwise than altogether
true as to countries that are utterly
unlike? When a man c¢an not be a
citizen of two countries, can not have
two countries in the world, which are
exactly alike, how can he have two
countries, and in two worlds, which
are utterly unlike? When you can not
have two countries in this world, how
can you have 4 country in this world
and the world to come? It simply
can not be done, and he who at-
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- tempts it loses both. Therefore
Jesus called all men to a better

way than that. Make your choice.
Do not try to go both ways at once.
Either make the tree good and his fruit
good, or else make the tree corrupt and
his fruit- corrupt, and be done with it.
It was told in old time, *How long halt
ye between two opinions? if the Lord be
God, follow him: but if Baal, then fol-
low him.”” Do not try to follow God
and to follow Baal. Do not try to follow
God in the following of Baal. Do not
try to follow Baal, and think that it is
all right with God. The two things will
not mix, and you are worse off when
trying both than to take either, no dif-
ference which. It is better to try to have
Baal and Baal alone, than to try to have
Baal and God; for whosoever tries to have
Baal and God has only Baal alone.
And whosoever tries to have two coun-
tries,—a country in the world to come
and a country in this world,—has only a
country in the world, and will fail with
this world.

So much for the principle. Abraham

- got out of his country, and never got
homesick, for the blessed reason that he

- was going home all the time. The
country which had been his was a
strange land, when he had seen the land
which is the glory of all lands. And so
it is forever. No man can get out of his
country in this world unto that other
country, because of himself, because it
is the country of his birth. He was
born here, and he naturally belongs
here; but thank the Lord! a man can be
born again. The only way that we can
ever get into that other country is by
being born again. Mark it, there are
other things that come, that belong to
us in Abraham when we receive him;
but those other things can never come
while we are of this world, while we
have a country in this world.

Listen: “I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and make
thy name great; and thou shalt be a
blessing: and I will bless them that
bless thee, and curse him that curseth
thee: and in thee shall all families of
the earth be blessed.”” That blessing of
God comes only upon those who have
got out of their country, from their kin-
dred, and from their father’s house.

It is not that God especially manufac-

tures a new blessing, and lays it upon
a man because he has done so and so.
No; but when we have separated our-
selves from these things, that puts us
out into the place where the blessing

is; that brings us to the blessing,— it
places us where the blessing abides.
This is illustrated in Isaac’s life. All
that Abraham had, Isaac inherited; and
went down into the land of the Philis-
tines, and the wells which Abraham
had dug, belonged to Isaac, of course.
The Philistines did not want them, and
to show tha,t}hey‘ did not want them,
they had filled them all up. Isaac’s
servants digged again one of the
wells. The Philistines came and said,
That well is ours, and the water is
ours.

Isaac moved off, and digged another
well. The Philistines said, The water
is ours. Isaac went on - very well —
digged another well; ‘‘and for that they
strove not.”’ And the same night God
appeared unto him and said —so and
so. If Isaac had stayed there, God
could not have appeared to him. To
stay there, you see, he would have to
stay in spite of the Philistines; and he
would have had to defend his wells and
his lands, and say, This is mine. The
Philistines said, It is ours. Very good,
said Isaac; you can have it while you
stay; I can wait. Now said Isaac, we
shall dwell in the land, for the Lord
has made room for us—the Lord has
made room for us in the land. And
when that room was made for him, even
the Philistines came and said, We have
seen that God is with you. Now let us
make a covenant together that we will
just deal together in peace.

Do not think that when the Lord asks
you to separate from something, he is
seeking to deprive you of what is val-
uable. He may want you to have that
same thing. But here is the principle;
Nobody in this world is ever able to ap-
preciate what he receives from God
until he knows that he gets 7t from God.
The Lord wants you and me to separate
even from the things which we have, so
that if he wants us to have those very
things, we shall receive them from him,
and so shall appreciate them, and know
how to use them to the glory of God.
Very well. .

Get out of your country, from your
kindred, and from your father’'s house,
and you will find the blessing of God
that nobody ever can. have in his coun-
try, with his kindred, and in his father’s
house. And what, then, will it do?
Oh, that blessing that comes makes that
man himself a blessing: that blessing is
such that it makes the man a blessing
wherever he goes, and wherever he is to
go. Whether he goes to all the ends of

N

the earth or not, God makes him a bless-
ing to all the world. And in him all
nations of the earth shall be blessed.
That is a thing that Christians lose
sight of much. They do not realize
that each Christian, each child of God,
is but a center of heavenly influence,
which God will make to reach the ends
of the earth. It is not essential that I
go, individually, to the ends of the
earth; it is not essential that you pass
around in each place; but God has made

you a center of blessing, a center of a_

tide of influence that shall never cease —
shall never cease their impressions until
the world has ended, and all the fruits
of God’s glory are found in the king-
dom. 8o that whatsover you do, in
word or deed, doing all to the glory of
God, it isnever lost. Its force is never
lost: it can not be lost, for being
wrought in God, it abides in God.

And now all this belongs to you and
me, who are Abraham’s seed. And we
must rise: you and I, Seventh-day Ad-
ventists particularly, must rise to the
height of Abraham’s calling; we must
rise by the power of God, in the light of
God, to where we shall see what God
gave to Abraham; what Abraham re-
ceived; what God made him to be in
the world in his day; and then, we shall
be what God intends us to be in the
world in our day. But not till then. It
can not be done. ’

Now note again. Abraham, looking
at what God showed him, saw the world
to come, and he saw it by looking from
the place where he was. Then no man
sees what Abraham saw, no man can
realize what he has in Abraham, until
he not only is able to, but until he does,
look from the place where he is, and
sees this whole world and the world to
come, and sees this world in the light of
the world to come. And that is the one

'thing, more than all others, the Seventh-

day Adventists now need to see. That
one position, that one place, that one
calling, is the one thing of all to which
Seventh-day Adventists need to rise this
day. Each one must find himself stand-
ing in the light of God, separate from
all. alone with God, standing under the
blessing of God so great that it makes
him, himself, a blessing to the ends of
the earth. We must stand, and look
from the place where we are out over all
that stands between us and the world to
come. We must look into the world to
come, and then in the radiance of that
shining back upon the world where we are
see the importance of the world where

M
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we are and the work that is to be done
in the world where we are.

- That is what we need now. And then
what? Then every soul will be looking
at the whole world. Every soul will be
contemplating this whole world in the
light of the world to come: and then he
will see this world as it is indeed. And

what will that do?— If all the Seventh-

day Adventists in the world would just
now break loose from the things of this
world, and rise to where Abraham stood,
and in Christ see that which is for us to
see, it wonld make a total revolution in
the whole form of organization, plans,
and everything of the whole Seventh-
day Adventist cause in the world.
' At is the truth that Seventh-day Ad-
ventists are looking almost altogether fo
thé place, af the place where they are,
and not jfrom that place out into the
world to come; and, in the light of that,
over all this world. Seventh-day Ad-
ventists generally in the United States
are not looking each one from the place
where he is, northward, and southward,
and eastward, and westward, taking in
the whole thing; but each is looking
rather at af the place where he is—this is
the place; this is all there is; and I am
in this place, and so I am all there is: I
* must be provided for, and the cause in
" my field must be helped; it must be pro-
vided for, and if there is anything left,
then those outside can have it.
This is not a burlesque, and I am not
speaking disrespectfully nor anything of
- the kind, nor to condemn. I am simply
calling attention to the facts. * It is the
truth, that the cause for the world has
been caused to take the leavings after
everything else was supplied. The Con-
_ference would provide for all its affairs
before the world was thought of; conse-
quently the church would provide for
its affairs before the Conference was
thought of; consequently the individ-
ual would provide for his affairs be-
fore either church or Conference was
thought of. ) .
It is the truth, and not an isolated
truth, that I am going to tell you now,
an instance only that is -illustrative.
‘When it has been known that one who
was to speak for the foreign mission
work, at a general camp-meeting of the
‘State, it has actually occurred many
times that plans have been devised, and
Conference men have hurried around
- and got to the people to get what money
they could before the Foreign Mission
Board man got there. And thathaseven
been.boasted of as a very nice thing.

It has been so that when a general
call was made to all the States for a gen-
eral contribution—after that call was
published, local Conferences would put
in a call between the general call and
the date when it was to be collected for
a general collection for State purposes.

But here is the principle: When the
Conference thus gets in its work at the
expense of the world’s work, and it
must do its work before that can be
touched or provided for at all; then
why should not that example be fol-
lowed by the church, and it look after
its own work before the work -of the
Conference; and the individual look
out for himself before the church is
provided for? Thus you have ‘got
everything simmered down actually to
the little end of the horn, and the only
way in which anything can be got
through ‘is by immense pressure of
some kind. The individual has been
cramped and bound about by the
schemes of men, and God has had no
show at all; self has put itself in the
place of God; and the abomination of
desolation—self-deification—in the holy
place is the curse of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists to-day. May God save us from
ourselves, and may Seventh-day Ad-
ventists to-day take their stand with
Abraham, under the call of God, and
lodk from where they are, out upon
all the world, to'the northward and the
southward, to the eastward and the
westward, into the world to come; and
all that you see, it shall be yours, with
the blessing of God upon it.

‘When we shall thus take hold, looking
at the whole world, every Conference will
be working for the whole world; the
world will be its care, its first interest,
and then our own local interests will
take care of themselves. Then every
church will be looking out for the Con-
ference interests and the world’s inter-
ests, and all other things will take care
of themselves. And each individual
will be looking to the church and to
the Conference and to all the world,—
to all interests except his own, and these
he will uplift in sacrifices to God. That
is the revolution that needs to be
wrought to-day in the whole world-
work of Seventh-day Adventists.

But that revolution never can be
wrought in this work of Seventh-day
Adventists until it is wrought in the
individual heart of each Seventh-day
Adventist. And that revolution ean be
wrought only by the power of God, by
our heeding this call of God, and stand-

ing under that call, and locking from
the place where we are, out upon all
that God shows.

Now there is another thing that be-
longs here. The United States does
have a place in the world; that is true.
It did have a place in the world that it
does not have now. 'The United States
did have a place in the world that was
thehighest. God set it so; set it to be
the light of the world in the principles
of Christianity, for all people, all nations.
But the nation has stepped down from
that high place, unto the lowest. It has
forsaken its high calling, has abandoned
its principles; which were set to be the
light of the world; and now it will lead
the world the other way from that
which it has led when it stood in the
light of God. .

Now there is another thought that I
must call yourattention to in this matter
of getting out of your country. God
has been calling, calling, calling, for the
people of this country to get out into
the waste, desert places of Europe and
to other countries. There are enough
in this country to fill the calls every-

where in all places on the earth. There .

are enough Seventh-day Adventists in
the United States to go out of  the
United States into all the countries, and
fill all the calls of the cause of God in
all the world. And if Seventh-day
Adventists would rise up and go where
God calls, into all the world; then the
witnesses that they would leave behind
them would multiply their numbers in
a little while in the place where they .
were. But are we doing it? B

Our people are not going to the
nations, they are not moving out of the
country. They are not going abroad.
They are not going to the islands of the
sea. lnstead, many are getting more
land to raise more produce, to get more
money, to buy more land, to have more-
produce, to get more money to buy more
land, more houses,—ever increasing
what they have. And yet everyone pro-
fesses to believe that the day is coming
when he can neither buy vor sell, and 1~
which he ought not to have anything.
Why, then, buy more property and keep
on thus when you expect the time to
come when you canneither buy nor sell?
Is it not the proper thing to sell all that
you possibly can?

The day is coming when every Sev-
enth-day Adventist in the United States
would give everything that he has, and
his life almost, if he could be outside of
the United States. Let me say that
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again. I am speaking something now
that interests every Seventh-day Ad-
ventist. The day is coming, and is not
far off, when every Seventh-day Ad-
ventist will wish to the depths of his
soul that he were out of the United
States; and multitudes will condemn
themselves, and will fret themselves
under the condemnation, that they did
not go out of the United States when
they had the chance. You know that
this sign is given us, “ When our coun-
" try shall repudiate every principle of its
- Constitution as a Protestant and repub-
lican government, and shall make pro-
vision for papal falsehoods and delusions,
then we may know that the time of the
marvelous working of Satan is at hand,
and that the end is near.”” Have you
seen anything of that kind? Has any-
‘body here ever seen anything that sug-
gested the repudiation by the United
States of the principles of its Constitu-
tion as a Protestant and republican gov-
“ernment? Then you have seen some
indications of the sign.

“Testimonies for the Church,” No.
32, page 207: ‘“ As the approach of the
Roman armies was a sign to the disci-
ples of the impending destruction of
Jerusalem, so may this apostasy be a
sign to us that the limit of God’s for-
bearance is reached, that the measure
of our nation’s iniquity is full, and that
the angel of mercy is about to take her
flight, never to return. The people of
God will then be plunged into those
scenes of afflicltion and distress which
prophets have described as the time of
Jacob’s trouble.”” Your attention was
called to this two years ago, in the week
of prayer. Now I want to go on from
this point to what comes next. These
signs have occurred. The principles of
the Constitution as a Protestant and a
republican government have been re-
pudiated. The only thing that remains
is now for the nation to make provision
for papal falsehoods and delusions. But
what?— ‘“As the approach of Roman
armies was a sign to the disciples of the
impending destruction of Jerusalem,”
* go this is a sign to us. ‘

Now what says the Scriptures? Luke
21:20: ““ And when ye shall see Jerusa-
- lem compassed with armies, then know
that the desolation thereof is nigh.”
The armies had passed onward; the
approach of the Roman armies was a
sign to them of the surrounding of the
city, and when the city was surrounded,
they were to flee without waiting to take
a coat. ‘‘Then let them which are in

Judea flee to the mountains; and let
them which are in the midst of it depart
out; and let not them that are in the coun-
tries enter thereinto. TFor these be the
days of vengeance.”” The approach of
the Roman armies was the sign by which
they were all to be soready that when
the city was surrounded, they could go
without even coming down from the
honsetop. '

Now then, we see that which corre-
sponds to the approach of the Roman
armies. What then? Listen! ‘‘Let them

" which are in the midst of it depart out;

and lef not them that are in the countries
enter thereinto.”” After Jerusalem was
compassed with armies, God’s word was
to people of other countries, Enter not
into Judea. Judea with Jerusalem, its
center, had been set as the place of the
light of the world from God. Judea
‘had rejected God. She had subverted
all the principles which God gave her,
the light of the world. Now Jerusalem
and Judea are to be destroyed, and here
is the sign. When this rejection of
God has brought its fruits,—the Roman
armies coming to Jerusalem, then ‘‘let
them which are in Judea flee to the
mountains,”” and those in the countries
outside- go not in. Jerusalem was not
destroyed for three years after it was
surrounded. The city was surrounded;
then the Roman armies went away; and
three years afterward the city was de-
stroyed. But between the going away of
the Roman armies from Jerusalem, and
its destruction, all Judea was the most
unsafe place on the whole earth for any-
body to be. That is why the Lord sent
the word to the nations that are out-
side: When this has occurred, enter not
into Judea. )

God set this country of the United
States as the light to the world, with the
principles of God, for all mankind, and
the nations particularly. Since these
principles have been cast away, the na-
tion has descended from its high place,
the judgments of God come also; and
whereas this nation has been the place
of refuge forall peoples to come hitherto,
the place of the land of liberty and
light, and blessing to mankind, the ef-
fect will be directly to the contrary
hereafter, and the message of God is
now to all the nations, Enter not into
the United States; and those that are
in it, get out. And this is God’s-call to
Seventh-day Adventists, to get out, cut
loose, sell out, leave here; for the day is
coming when you can not sell, and can
not leave. And even as this nation has

been thelight and blessing of the world,
and stood at the height of all the world
in blessing, in goodness to mank ind, in
the light of the world as the freest—
when it has cast away all these princ i-
ples, it 'will be the most despotic.

That prophecy in the Scriptures of
Rome was written for the last days,
and it is not in vain; it was writ-
ten for us in the last days, the
history of Rome was written in the
yrophecy, closed up and sealed until
the last time, and you know it. Why
was the history of Rome included

in that prophecy before it occurred,_

and closed up and sealed until now, S0
long after it occurred ?—So that itshould
be a light upon what is occurring in’
these last days, because history re-
peats itself, and that which occurred
then, occurs now again. And
that republic,— the great ancient repub-
lic,—which stood at the head of the
world in enlightenment and in all that
went to make a nation,— degenerated
into the greatest despotism that ever
was upon the earth —Rome. And when
this last great republic, this latter-day
single great republic, having stood as
the light of - the world, goes over the
same course exactly as Rome did, it will
end exactly where Rome ended. And
that is written in the twenty-fourth of
Matthew and the twenty-first of Luke
2§ a warning to the people in this time.
When the time comes,— you have all
spoken, and thought, and looked, and
studied about the time coming when we
should have to flee from the cities,—we
are to flee into the mountains, to get out
of the cities. HEverywhere it says the
same thing: Flee from Judea, leave the
country, and those that are not in the
country, enter notin toit. That is writ-
ten for us in this time. And those who
will walk in the light of the Lord need to
study uyp on this, and see where God is
calling them, and go to the ends of the
earth, and give God’s message.

One other question: Suppose all the
Seventh-day Adventists who can leave
the United States, who are able to sell
out and go, would leave the United

States, and go where God would call -

them, how long would it take to give the
message to all nations, and kindreds,
and tongues, and peoples? How long
would it take thus for the gospel of the
kingdom to be preached in all the world
for a witness to all nations? Honest
now! How long would it take? And
that is the way it is to be done. That
is why we are here. That is why yo
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are Seventh-day Adventists,—not to
stay in the United States forever, but
‘to go to all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.

Here is the word: ‘‘ Ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghostiscome
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in .Jerusalem, and in all
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the egrth.” That is
the word of God to us now. To each
Seventh-day Adventist where he is;
God word now is, * Get thee ount of thy
cc}untry, from thy kindred, from thy
father’s house, unto a land that I will
show thee.” “Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou art,
northward, and, southward, and east-
ward, and westward: all that thou seest,
to thee will I give it.”” ‘‘ And ye shall
receive power’’ that it shall be done;
and ‘“‘ye shall be witnesses unto me ™’
where you are, and then beyond that,
and then farther beyond, and to the
ends of the earth.

~May the Lord deliver us from our-
selves, make us such as he would have
us to be, and then send his message by
us to all nations, and kindreds, and

tongues, and peoples, fulfill the loud-
voice of the third angel's message, and.

gather his own unto him.

¢

AN APPEAL TO OUR MINISTERS.

Talk to Ministers by Mrs. E. G. White
April 15, 1g01.

THERE is' much that must be con-
sidered, which can not be /touched this
morning, and I hardly knew what to
bring before you, because there is S0
much to say.>The light that has been
given me for the past fifteen years has
' been a representation of the great re-
" sponsibility which is attached to the

work of the ministry. The work of the

minister should be regarded in a far
higher light. It is the low estimate
placed on this work that leaves our

Conferences in such a weak, feeble con-

dition. We can not afford this. Those

ministers who place a low estimate on
the work intrusted to them neither do
justice to themselves or to the church.

Just as long as our ministers fail to

feel a sense of responsibility propor-

tionate to the greatness of their work,’

there will be a deficiency in our Confer-
. ences, :

We can not, as a people, allow things
to go on in this way. Those who are
'placed in charge of Conferences should

¢

be men who understand the movements
of the Spirit of God upon the human
heart, so that when the Spint is ab-
sent they will /know-that something is
wrong. Before they give the word of
God to the people, they are to under-
stand what it means to talk with God.

In many minds principles have be-

come so confused that it is difficult for
them to grasp correct principles.
great is the dullness of conception that
many know scarcely anything of what
it means to be witnesses for Christ in
these last days. If they only knew, if
they only understood, if they could only
see- what might be in comparison with
what is, there would be such an awaken-
ing, such a breaking down before God
as we have never seen before.

There is a great necessity for in-
dividual examination. You may very
intelligently examine your brother-min-
isters and very closely judge them, while
you yourself are in far more need of
closer exathination and judging than

iyou bestow on them. %\‘Ma;ny lay bur-,

dens on their brethren, weakening and

.discouraging them by their eriticism,

instead of uplifting and strengthening
them. God wants us to take ourselves
in hand, Examine yourselves, whether
ye be in the faith or not. Prove your
own selves. Just as soon as you fasten
the mind on Jesus Christ, the Saviour
who made a complete sacrifice for every
one; just as soon as you see that you
must be a complete man because he has
made a complete sacrifice for you, you
will seek earnestly for help from above
to overcome your own failings. ‘
I am not going to specify any one in
particular as being in the wrong. There”
should be a genéral reformation, a
closer examination of self. Ask your-
selves the question, “ What should I
be?” Christ says, “ Without™ me ye
can do nothing” -z
“#My heart has been filled with sadness
as I have looked over the field and seen
the barren places. What does this
mean? Who are standing as represen-
tatives of Jesus Christ? Who feels a
burden' for the souls who can not re-
ceive the truth till it is brought to them.
Our ministers are hovering over the
churches, as though the angel of mercy
was not making efforts to save souls.
God holds these ministers responsible
for the souls of those who are in dark-
ness. He does not call you to go into
fields that need no physician. Establish
your churches with the understanding

So”

that they need not expect the minister.

to wait upon them and to be continually’
feeding them. They have the truth;:
-They should. -

they know what truth is.
have root in themselves. These should
strike down deeply, that they may reach
up higher and still higher.

Very thany will get up some test that
is not given in the word of God. We
have our test in the.Bible,— the com-
mandments of God and the testimony of
Jesus Christ. “ Here are they that keep
the commandments of God and have the
faith of Jesus.” This is the true test,
but many other tests will arise among
the people.
tudes, springing up from this one and
that one. There will be a continual
rising up of some foreign thing to call
attention from the true test of God.

These things make it necessary that
the /minister who meets these tests
should have a discerning mind, - that
he may not give credence to any false
doctrine. Voices will be heard, saying,
Lo, here is Christ, when there i$ no
Christ there at all. It is some human

notion which they wish men to accept

and believe.
_ But the saddest thing is that prin-
ciples become perverted. Not that there

is no one who tries to carry out prin-
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They will come in in multi-

They must
be rooted and grounded in the faith.=’ /f/

ciple, but that principle has become so

daubed -with untempered mortar that it
will need the closest investigation from
the word of God to see if all is ih ac-

cordance with the principles of true

godliness, founded upon a “ Thus saith
the Lord.”

>+ God wants those who have come to
this Conference to wake up, that they
may not be sleeping on the walls of

Zion. » There should be an investigation
When you begin this work, you

of self.
will find that you have your hands full,
Too many who have entered the min-
istry have not had that thorough, cleans-
ing, refining influence upon mind and
character that takes away the chaff, en-

abling them to bring to the foundation

Stone only gold and silver and precious
stones. Here is the great need, the great
lack. God wants us to come to him just
as we are, throw our helpless souls
upon Jesus Christ, and be born again.
The fact is, many have entered the
ministry with a babyrsn, childish, pet-
tish, and self-willed spirit, just as their
mothers allowed them to grow up. This
is why I am speaking so often to fathers

and mothers about realizing the great -
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responsibility that rests upon them.
Every particle of this childishness must
be left behind. You have grown lo the
full stature of men, therefore the child-
ish things you entertained, the disagree-
able traits of character which you know
are not after Christ’s order, your im-
petuous words, must be put away.
Words are a talent, and you have no
right to use God’s talents in any way
but for his glory, for the benefit of every
one around you. There must be a thor-
ough conversion of the soul, that there
may be a conversion of the tongue and
lips. Then the treasure house of the
soul will be full of precious truths, be-
cause Christ’s character is studied. Then
you will be blessed as overseers and
shepherds. And when you as shepherds,
exemplifying the traits of Christ’s char-
acter, come before the flock, they will

see the importance of having practical-

religion, practical godliness, not merely
‘the accepting of a form or a theory.
Some think that they must be so won-
derfully orthodox, but they are nob
torthddox at all after Christ’s order.
!They eatch some little point and dwell
;upon it, magnifying it above all else.
" Of those who do not see as they do
‘they say, “ We do not want this man
to preach because he does not see this
‘point,” and, “ We do not want that man
_to preach beecause he does not see that

point.” But they do.not know what
they are about. Leave that man with
-~ God.

It is not for you to dissect the ideas
of :this one and that one. We served
our time at this at Minneapolis. Let

. there be no more of it in the work of
\God.'f God wants us to realize that
judgment is right upon us. Let us be-

ware lest before we are aware of it,

the thief comes upon us with stealthy
tread. Let us stand where we look not
at the defects and errors of others, but
at Jesus, saying, “I have an individual
case pending in the heavenly courts. It
means everything to me whether I shall
be weighed. in the balances of the sane-
_ tuary and found complete in him, or
whether T shall be found wanting.
Provision has been made for every
one of us to be saved. Those who do not
accept the provision made by the shed-
ding of the blood of the Son qf the in-
finite God place their minds on little
items, to the neglect of the great truths
essential for salvation. They are di-
verted from the great Pattern, diverted
grom the study of the character of

Christ. Failing to see him, they are
not changed from glory to glory, from
character to character.

God wants us to look to Jesus: But
we are not Bible-keepers, We do not
obey the commandments of God. A
lawyer came to €hrist with the question,
“What shall I do to inherit eternal
life?” Knowing what was in the mind
of the lawyer, Christ placed upon him
the burden of the answer. “ What is
written in the law?” he asked. “ How
readest thou?” 1 wonder whether you
do not need your attention called to this.
** How readest thou?”

The question asked by the lawyer is
a decided one, and with the answer
comes sounding down along the line to
our time. The lawyer answered, “ Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy strength, and with all thy mind;
and thy neighbor as thyself.” This in-
cludes the whole man. 'ihe powers of
the body as well as of the mind are to
be used in the work of God. The whole
being is to be consecrated to the service
ot the Master.

There are many things 1 wish to say
which I shall touch at another time.
1 want now to say to you, Look unto
Jesus, and see in him what you should
be. 1In order to have eternal life we
must love God supremely and our neigh-
bor as ourselves. On thesé¢ two great
arms hang all the law and the prophets.
These principles take in the entire Bible.
We may have faith, hope, and confi-
dence; but these will do us no good un-
less we have the love of Christ in the
soul. The love that the Saviour has
expressed for us we are to express for
our brethren. This love will exert a
vivifying influence upon the life and a
reformative influence upon the charac-
ter. This is what God wants to see.

As I have seen the flelds ripe unto

the harvest, and as I have seen the lack

of Interest manifested in them, 1 have
wondered how you could do as you have
done. I can not understand it. If you
are connected with him who gave his
life to save the world, how can you seé
the purchase of his blood perishing in
their sins without making any efforts to
save them? Christ says, “I came not
to call the righteous, but sinners to

something original. He brings in little
fables which are not worth a straw.
These he brings forward as tests God
has given, when Satan has originated
them to divert minds from the true
tests God has given./Thou shalt love
supremely the God of heaven. This is
your first work. And when you do this,
you will love your neighbor as yourself.
You -will treat human beings as souls
Christ died to save. Put away all pet-
ti shness and fretfulness, All these
things are to be purged from the heart.
You are to be purified through belief im
the truth.- God wants us to have the
sanctification of the Spirit.

The truth is to be borne to those who
know it nol. Labor for souls as they
who must give account to God. Every
one of you will be called to account
for what you ought to have done and
did not do. God wants you to be faith-
ful stewards. He wants you to seek for
the lost sueep of the house of Israel,
he wants you to be hunters and fishers
for souls. He wants to see manifested
in you the living faith which knows how
to labor for souls. He will use men who
will seek earnes.y for sinners, who will
get down on their knees and pray with N
them, “God wants you to make more ¥
earnest efforts than ever before to go E
into the regions beyond, then when the
next Conference is held, it will be found
that churches have been established -in
many places. Angels of God are wait-
ing for am opportunity to work with °
you. '

Christ came to save that which was
lost, and he calls you to go forth to
labor for those who know not the truth, .
instead of only sermonizing and doing a
little work for the churches. You would -
then do fifty wimes as much in encourag-
ing the churches and setting them a )
right example. -"God wants you to know
how to wrestle, to know what it is to
labor for souls, and to carry the burden
of souls on your heart. When you are
educating them, Christ is educating you.
When you are giving them lessons,
Christ is giving you his lessons, and
these are of the greatest value. To
those who have placed stumbling-blocks
in the way 'of their brethren, who have
felt it their solemn duty to hold back
men who have the truth, and who could '

repentance.”*'We are not to give. the/gwe the trumpet a certain sound, I

call to those who have received the!

truth and understand it, to whom it:
has been repeated over and over again,

would say, Take your hands off quickly.
Feel that you have a work to do for
your own souls, and that it is best for

till some one thinks he must bring in' you to be about it, lest you lose the

\
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chance of so growing up into Christ
and be complete in him.

This is all I feel it my duty to say
this morning. This is all you can work
upon at present. I have other things to
say later on. 1 will only add, Let us
seek the Lord, and let us confess our
sins. :

TFollowing this solemn testimony the
meeting was continued, for a short
time, in which the following ministers
responded: —

G. A. Irwin: It seems clear to me
this morning that God has spoken to
ats. The great moral looking-glass has
been laid before us, and I for one have
seen myself as I believe the Lord sees
me. I want to say that everything that
‘has been said this morning fits my case.
And I mean by God’s help to fall on
the Rock and be broken, and to confess
my sins that I may receive his forgive-
ness. I feel that I have been one of
those who have lost their first love, and
that the burden for souls has not rested
upon me in the past as it should have
rested, that T have not had that tender
spirit that was prominent in the life of
our Lord and Master. All I can do
this morning: is to confess my sin and
ask God to forgive, and I believe that
he will forgive. It is my determination
from this time to be a different man by
God’s help. 1 presume there are a great
many who would like to speak this
morning. We have some time yet, and
any one who feels a burden to say some-
thing can press right in.

0. A. Olsen: It must be very evident
%o us all, brethren, that we have reached
a point where there must be a decided
turning, a decided change in our atti-

" #ude and in our experience. And I have
been exceedingly anxious both for myself
and for my brethren since we came to
this meeting that we should not here
pass along like the door upon its hinges,
swinging back and forth, without any
decided change in ourselves. Now the
Lord has spoken to us decidedly, point-
edly, pointed out our errors, onr sins,
our wrong doings, and is it not time
that we, as we have been exhorted this
orning, bring ourselves to such a close
-examination that we may see and sense
these things with a yeal repentance,
turﬁing to the Lord? God means what
‘he says. Brethren, T take the word of
the Lord to my heart, and I pray most
earnestly that God will comfort my soul,

and make me to be just what he would
"! -

_have me be, and I know he is willing to

thus work. But to let the matter pass
along in an easy way will never do.
God wants earnest work, and God help
us to fall upon the Stone that we may
be broken, that everything of self may
be broken up, that God may come in
and regenerate us and organize us and
shape us after his own divine pattern.
1 praise God for what he is doing. We
are so complacent, we are so easy, and
we pass along so smoothly. May God
break up the fallow ground of my heart
and of every heart. It is time for ear-
nest work, and may God help every soul
of us to fall prostrate at his feet, as
we have been told this morning.

R. F, Andrews: I am very thankitil
this morning, brethren and sisters, for
what my ears have heard. I believe
that the Lord has been’speaking, and I
feel so grateful that the Lord executeth
righteousness and judgment for all that
are oppressed. Brethren, I can see the
hand of God here at this meeting.

Elder Babcock: Whom the Lord loveth

he chasteneth, : ; \
. Elder J. G. Wood: I feel that the
words spoken this morning are ap-
plicable to me, and I want the Lord to
search my heart. I want to go out to
stand the fest the Lord inay give me,
that I may be useful somewhere in the
salvation of souls.

S. H. Lane: I thank the Lord that
when we go astray he is so willing to

invite us back to the right path, I,

was thinking as we were being exhorted
that if each and every one of us would
work in these barren fields, the Lord
would not suggest that we should do so
if these fields were unfruitful. If we
would labor in these fields there might
be several hundred churches brought
into the truth. What would that mean?
That would mean a good many laborers
to help us in this great work. 1 have
felt for a long time that if we would
go out and proclaim this fruth as it was
twenty years ago, hundreds and thou-
sands would embrace it. I am so thank-

ful that our ninds are being brought-

back to these truths that have made us
Seventh-day Adventists,—the command-
ments of God and the faith of “Jesus.
If we stick to that, all these side issues
will drop out and have no place among
us, May the Lord help us all to be
more faithful and earnest in carrying
the truths of the third angel’s message.

Elder Bordeau: I am of good courage
because ‘the Lord is in our midst. I

have not said much; I do not ‘clail“n' '
perfection, but I know that God does

love us, and 1 love him. I love his cause.

I love this people, and I purpose to

wake up to this precious instruction
given to us. I have no other object in

life. May God bless us and give us vie-

tory through Jesus Christ.

Elder G. H. Smith: I am glad to see
this family lifted up. I am glad that
we have come to that time where we
can see a much higher standard to at-
tain to, and that in the attainment of
that standard, we shall be rooted and
grounded so that we shall maintain the
good principles of God’s truth in a pow-
erful way before the people, so that they
shall be able to take hold of the truth
and be saved by it. I praise the Lord
for this reproof which he sends in love,
and I hope that through Christ 1 shall
be delivered from all that has hindered
my work in the past, that we shall
stand together, shoulder to shoulder
carrying forward the great message o
the nations of the world.

L. R. Conradi: I want to praise the
Lord for his goodness to me. This has
been the best meeting to me that we
have had thus far. This is because I .
tried to call on the Lord and have him
revealed to my heart. I have had my

struggles since I have been here, but T

thank the Lord I have had vietories. I~
find my heart is becoming softened, and
what is said this morning is for me. T .
want to leave this meeting as another
man fitted to go wherever the Loi_(l

‘wants me,

A. J. Breed: I have felt for a long
time that as far as I am concerned I
must have a _different experience. As 1
have listened to the many ecalls that
have been made, my heart has been
stirred. The things which have been
said this morning apply to me. I have
found myself growing irritable, and it
has seemed as though things which I,
have tried my best to fight against have
been coming into my nature. I see that
I must fall on the Rock and be broken.
The desire of my heart this morning is
to have a-deeper, richer experience in
the things of God. I must have a power
to attefid me jn my work. I thank God
for what is té;;king place in this Confer- |
ence. I can see that the Lord is going-
to lead his people, if they will only be
willing to ‘follow. It is the desire of
my soul to follow wheresoever he leads,
I thank, yhé Iord for the message he
has given us this. morning. I am ask-

¢
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ing the Lord to anoint my eyes with
eye salve, that I may see. Brethren,
I do not want to go out of the work, nor
be set aside, but I do desire that there
shall be a shaking of the dry bones, and
1 pray that when they come together
again, I will be reorganized through
and through.

G. A. Irwin: This work is an in-
dividual work. We are not to search
some one else, or try to right up some
one else according to our own ideas,
We shall have enough to do to get our-
selves right beforé God. = Brethren,
wherever we may be, we can seek the
Lord. Tt is not necessary that we be in
a large gathering in order to seek him.
It does seem to me, in view of what hasg
been saifd — and I am sure we shall each
say, “I am the man”— that we should
go from this place praying that God will
forgive our sips, and that this may be a
time when we shall gain a new hold
from above. Let us pray that at this
meeting we may experience a mnew con-
version, that we may be born again,
and go forth with power for service rest-

ing upen us.

SERMON
By A. G. Daniells, April 14, 7 P. M.

““For Zion’s sake will I not hold my
peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will
not rest, until the righteousness thereof

" go forth as brightness, and the salvation
thereof as a lamp that burneth. And
the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness,
and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt
be called by a new name, which the
mouth of the Lord shall name. Thou
shalt also be a crown of glory in the
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in
the hand of thy God. Thou shalt no
more be termed Forsaken; neither shall
thy land any more be termed Desolate;
but thou shalt be called Hephzi-bah,
and thy land Beulah: for the Lord de-
lighteth in thee, and thy land shall be
married. For as a young man marrieth
a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee:
and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over
the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over
thee. I have set watchmen upon thy
walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never
‘hold their peace day nor night: ye that
make mention of the Lord, keep not
gilence. And give him no rest, till he
establish, and till he make Jerusalem a
praise in the earth. The Lord bhath
sworn by his right hand, and by the arm
of his strength. Surely I will no more

give thy corn to be meat for thine ene-
mies; and the sons of the stranger shall
not drink thy wine, for the which thou
hast labored: But they that have
gathered it shall eat it, and praise the
Lord; and they that have brought it to-
gether shall drink it in the courts of my
holiness. Go through, go through the
gates; prepare ye the way of the people;

cast up, cast up the highway; gather

out the stones; lift up a standard for the
people. Behold, the Lord bath pro-
claimed unto the end of the world, Say
ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy
salvation cometh; behold, his reward is
with him, and his work before him.
And they shall call them, The holy peo-
ple, The redeemed of the Lord: and thou
shalt be called, Sought out, A city not
forsaken.”’—Isa, 62:1-12.

Those are wonderful words. They
convey a wonderful message from God
tous. It is very easy to see the time
when these words have a special appli-
cation. Notice the eleventh verse;
“Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed
unto the end of the world.”” What is
proclaimed? “Sa.}'f ve to the daughter
of Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh;
behold, his reward is with him, and his
work before him.”” The people to
whom this chapter applies will be liv-
ing just before the Lord Jesus shall come
in the clouds of heaven. Therefore, the
words of this chapter and the wonderful
facts set out in it apply especially to
that people who shall see God when he
comes in all his glory. We believe that
we are near the second coming of
Christ. We claim to be living in the
very closing scenes of this world’s his-
tory. Therefore we must believe that
the sixty-second chapter of Isaiah is
addressed to us, and, believing that, let
us give it a little study to-night, and see
what the message is.

Let me read the tenth verse. ‘“Go
through, go through the gates; prepare
ye the way of the people; cast up, cast
up the highway: gather out the stones;
1ift up a standard for the people.”” Oh,
what a work is here committed to the
people of God! The next verse says,
““ Behold, the Lord will come with his
salvation and his work before him.”’
But when we are on the very verge of
that event, when it is about to come
upon us, we have a work to do. What
is it? ‘‘Go through, go through the
gates; prepare ye the way of the people.
Gather out the stones; cast upa high-
way and lift up a standard for the peo-
ple to rally under.” :

“Go through the gates.”” That does not
mean to shut ourselves up, to enjoy our-
selves as best we can with the comforts
and blessings of pleasant homes. ¢ Go
threugh the gates.”” You see what the
expression signifies. It presents tous
the idea of labor, of going out among
the people and coming into personal
touch with them. ¢ Prepare ye the
way of the people.” That is what we
are to go through the gates for. That
is what we are to leave our homes for.
That is why we are to leave our country,
our kindred, and our father’s house to
go into a land which God shall show us.
It is that we may prepare the way of the
people of the whole world. Well, now,
what are we to do? *‘Cast up, cast up
the highway.”” People are confused;
they are running hither and thither in
dark and devious paths. They have no
knowledge of where they are going.
They have no clear way in which to
travel. There are so many roads, so
many ways, that they are all confused,
Now, God says to his people, * Go
through the gates, prepare ye the way
of the people, and cast up a highway.”
Make a platn path. ‘‘ Gather out the
stones,” the things that are causing
the people to stumble; the things that
lead the people astray. Therefore
gather out everything that causes the
people to fall. ¢ Lift up a standard for
the people. There are many false stand-
ards lifted up by the enemy. False
banners are unfurled everywhere. God
wants a true bapner unfurled for the
people. He wants us to lift up a stand-
ard that shall be so clear, so plain, so evi-
dent, that are the people of the world
will recognize it, and will find rest and
peace and gladness in rallying under
that standard. . )

God has given us'a message that will
enable us to do all that he here tells us
to do. He has given us light and truth,
has given us a grand system of Bible
truth that will enable us to go to all the
people of the world and prepare the way
of the people. *“Cast up a highway;
gather out the stones, and lift up a
standard, ‘‘so that men and women
shall know where they are. Oh, how
many times I have seen this scripture
fulfilled in my experience in distant
regions during the last fourteen years!

I have pitched my tent in a town
where no Seventh-day Adventist min-
ister had ever spoken, or ever set foot,
and have endeavored to place before the
people the third angel’s message. From
the very start, I have seen the light
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break in on their minds, so that they
would experience a sense of satisfaction,
and say to themselves, This is the word
of God, the light of heaven. As the
meetings progressed, I have seen those
individuals casting aside one error, and
then another, and finding their way
along the road, until their feet were
planted solidly upon the highway of
truth. There is no work that a man
can do in this world that brings such
large returns; no work that brings such
grand satisfaction to a man’s own heart;
nothing we can do that will bring such
unspeakable joy and riches to man.
God has committed this work to our
hands. He has givenus the privilege of
doing this work. Ibless his name for it.

I have seen those individuals, after
‘grasping the standard, with the fullest
assurance that God was leading, march
out info the realms of the enemy, and
into the dark places of his territory, to
hold the standard aloft, and point the
people to the way they had found. We
know that this is what God wants his
people to: do all over the world. There
are light enough, wisdom enough, and
power enough in God to give his people
glorious success in his effort to.do this
work. '

God is able to make our work effect~
ual. I de not believe that he wants us
to go out and labor without effect. He
is able to call out all the latent powers
with which he has endowed us, and
make them effective. He is able to en-
due us with that which we do not pos-
sess, with talents that we do not have

. by nature and inheritance. Let me tell
you, brethren, if you go out into distant,
neglected, needy fields, youmay go with
the assurance that God is able to give
you victory. He is able to cause you to
triumph always, in every place where
he may send you, and in all that he may
give you to do.

Now notice the first part of this chap-
ter. We have seen from the eleventh
verse to what time the chapter refers,
and from the tenth verse we have seen
the leading idea, the real thought, in the
chapter. But let us go back and notice
the first part of it: *“For Zion’s sake
will I not hold my peace, and for Jeru-
salem’s sake I will not rest, until the
righteousness thereof go forth as bright-
ness, and the salvation thereof as alamp
that burneth.”” '

I sincerely pray that the spirit of this
Scripture shall ‘take possession of our
hearts. It presents to us the ever-living
attitude of our Lord 4nd Saviour Jesus

Christ.” ““For Zion’s sake.” Zion is
the church. Jerusalem is the church,
the people of God. Jesus really says
that for the church’s ¢ sake will I not
hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake
I will not rest until the righteousness
thereof go forth as brightness, and the
salvation thereof as a lamp that burn-
eth.”

Jesus ever lives to make intercession.
His whole life is given up to this lost
world; and he is exerting his infinite
power to cause his righteousness and his
light to go forth to the people of the
world. In this he presents what ought
to be the spirit and the attitude of his
followers, his people. If we would only
catch that spirit, if we would only féel
that mighty power moving us we would
manifest the life that is expressed here.
For Zion’s sake, for the church’s sake—
the church to which I belong, the peo-
ple with whom I am connected, the
cause that God has permitted me
to be connected with—for the sake
of that people, for the sake of that
work, for the sake of that glorious
truth, I will not hold my peace, I will
never rest until the righteousness
thereof go ‘forth as brightness, and the
salvation thereof as a lamp that burn-
eth. What a power God’s people might
be in the world if they would take this
position; if they would take this aftti-
tude!

We are now living on enchanted
ground. We are living in a time when
Satan is paralyzing the powers of men;
we are living in a time that is spoken of
in the third chapter of Revelation, in
these words: ‘“And unto the angel of
the church of the Laodiceans write,
These things saith the Amen, the faith-
ful and true witness, the beginning of
the creation of God; I know thy works.
that thou art neither cold nor hot: [
would thou wert cold or hot. So then
because thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my
mouth.”

*‘ Because thou art lukewarm.’”’ That
isan unfeeling condition, a paralyzed
condition. This letter applies to this
time and to this péople, and yet do we
nof all feel that somehow there is par-
alysis upon us? Do we not realize that
somehow there is something that binds
and holds us? We know that we have
wonderful light, an important truth, a
mighty message. We know that it is
world-wide, and that great power is to
accompany it before it closes. We know
all this, and yet we’ are conscious of

weakness, we are conscious of some par-
alysis. We know that to-day we do not
see the power attending this message
that we ought to see attend it. Itis not’
going to the world as it ought to go, and
it is not doing the work for men that it
ought to do. We kpow it. We know
that we ought, as ministers of Jesus
Christ, to carry our credentials with us
in the work we are doing for men. I do
not refer to a piece of paper that we
call credentials given to us by some
Conference Committee. Every man
that God has made an ambassador has
the privilege of carrying with him the
credentials that God has given him. He-
has the privilege also of letting the
people of this world know that he hag
such credentials. We need to get our
credentials from God, and the world
needs to know that we have them. We
go out telling the world that we have
the last warning message to -give; that
God has sent us, and I tell you powers
and authority ought to attend our words
that will convince men and women . of
our ambassadorship.

But what is it to be an ambassador of
the King of all the kings of the uni-
verse? What is it? O brethrent it is .
the highest honor that can be conferred .
upon a human being. When God be-
stows that honor upon mamn, no other

man or set of men, no combination or ., .

organization can bestow honor upon
that man. OCould we fullly realize this,
how little and how mean the honors.of
this world would appear to us; how
mean and trivial offices would appear to
us! Do you know that no office that man
can vote upon you can confer any honor

upon you when God has given.you the .

honor of ambassadorship? ‘
Over in Australia, our greatest states-
man was Sir Henry Parkes. For many
years he battled for the rights, the liber-
ties, and the freedom of the people,.
While Premier of New South Wales, he
was called to Great -Britain for some '
state purpose. Before this he was plain-
Mr; Parkes, and as such had been a
stanch supporter of the principles ad-
vocated by Mr. Gladstone. Mr. Glad-
stone never would receive a knighthood
from the queen,—never would receive
any title. While in England, Mr. Parkes
was offered a knighthood, and accepted.
it. He canie back to Australia a knight,
and was then known as Sir Henry
Parkes. Some one asked him why he
departed from the coursé of his great
leader, the man whom he so greatly ad-
mired,— Mr. Gladstone. Well, said he,
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Mr, Gladstone and I have occupied very
'different positions. Mr. Gladstone was

enthroned in the hearts of a nation;-

and was honored by the people to such
a degree that no knighthood could con-
fer an honor upon him; no gift from the
sovereign of the people could confer an
honor upon him. I occupied no such
position, and I felt that the queen cquld
honor me.
Whether his logic was right or not,
does not matter. But here is the point:
The man upon whom God has bestowed
ambassadorship stands where no other
power; or all other powers put together,
can bestow honor upon him. God calls
upon his people to understand what he
has done for them. He says, ‘‘Thou
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot,”’
therefore, ‘‘I will spew thee out of my
‘mouth.” It is evident from this that
.we do not understand our position; we
do not understand what God has called
,us to; we do not understand the liberty
there is in Christ Jesus, and the power
there is in the gospel for us to give our
fellow men. We are on the enchanted
ground: we are in the lukewarm period
and condition, and God calls upon us to
get away from this. I have hoped with
all my heart, that a mighty quickening
would take place for this people, and at
this Conference. I believe that God
- longs to set us free, to quicken us with
~-his mighty life, his infinite power.
Why, I know it. Here is what Jesus
says: ‘I counsel thee to buy of me gold
-4¢ried in the fire, that thou mayest be
rich; and white raiment, that. thou
mayest be clothed, and that the shame
©of thy nakedness do not appear; and
anoint thine eyes with eyesalve thatthou
mayest see.”” ‘‘As many as I love, I
rebuke and chasten: be zealous there-
~ fore, and repent. Behold, I stand at
the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, I will come
in to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me.,”” That will cure the whole
thing. That will do for us all that
mneeds to be done. Now, dear friends,
what is his attitude? He looks upon us,
asinourlukewarm, weak, powerless, par-
alyzed condition, we see freedom beyond,
but do not experience it; talking power,
but failing te get it; always looking into
the- future, always almost grasping it,
but not getting it.~ He sees that, and
now he says, Come, come, and get help,
~—the gold, the raiment, the eyesalve.
Be zealous and repent. Behold, I am
standing at the door and knocking to
come in.

’

Jesus Christ is all that any man wants;
all that anybody needs. He satisfies
every desire of the human hearts, and
if he were only enthroned in the heart,
he would work out through us, and by

us, all that he wants to do. ‘‘For Zion’s
sake will I not hold my peace.”” O, that
God would break our silence! O, that

God would touch our lips with a live
coal from off his altar! For Zion’s sake,
for the sake of the church of Jesus
Christ, for the sake of God’s blessed
people and blessed cause smong men, I
will not hold my peace, I will not keep
silence until the righteousness thereof
— that righteousness we have talked so
much about during the last ten or twelve
years — go forthas a lamp that burneth.
I can not help but fear that while we
talk about that righteousness, somehow
we have notlaid hold of it as we might,
as we ought to. I fear that it has been
too much in theory! But I know there
is blessed power in it.

May I give you just a little experience
that I had in Australia when this mes-
sage began to be preached here. It was
at the Conference of 1891, when the
ministers who were preaching that
message gave such stirring sermons and
messages here in this Tabernacle. Do
you know that the mighty pulsations of
your meeting here in this Tabernacle
were felt all around the globe? We felt
them in Australia, and when we got
the BUurLLeTINs, and began to read, our
hearts were stirred, and I have seen our
brethren. sit and read those messages
with the tears streaming down their
cheeks; I have seen them fairly con-
vulsed with the power there was in the
message, even though only printed in
the BurreTin; I felt it myself. Just
before the BULLETINS came, my mind
was very powerfully called to this ninth
chapter of Romans. ‘“What shall we
say then? That the Gentiles, which
followed not after righteousness, hath
not attained to the law of righteousness.
‘Wherefore? Because they sought it not
by faith, but as it were by the works of
the law.”” That scripture was sent to
my mind for days and days before the
first BuLLETINS came. It was all the
time before me, and when the BULLE-
TINS came, and we began to read the
message, O, how that message took-hold

‘of us. Our brethren 'used to get up

very early in the miorning, long before
daylight, and take the BuLLETINS, and
study those talks and Bible studies.
Although they had not had their atten-
tion called to the message before, as

they read the BULLETINs, they went
down on their Kknees, and found the
righteousness which is of faith. Yes,
they found it, and God blessed their
hearts. They have since been rejoicing
in that glorious message all the way
along. I am glid to tell you, there are
not two classes in Australia regarding
this glorious message of righteousness
by faith. _

“For Zion’s sake will I ndt hold my
peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will
not rest, until the righteousness thereof
go forth as brightness, and the salva-
tion as a lamp that burneth.”” There is
power in'that message. ‘God wants us
to get hold of that power. He wants
us to get the righteousness, the activity,
the earnestness, the burdén of soul, that
will not let us rest until the whole earth
is lightened with the glory of this mes-
sage. Our weakness, our crippled con-
dition, God is ‘able to take away. He
longs to join himself to his people, that
they may go forth conquering and to
conquer, always bearing off a glorious
victory.

It all rests with us, whether we will
have this experience. You will say,
‘I want to be earnest, to be active,
to be on the alert, to stand where
all the fibers of my being will be quick-
ened. I want to be there, but I am not
there; I am paralyzed, I am powerless
to do what I know I ought to do.”
There are scores in this congregation
who feel that way. But it is not a ques-
tion as to whether God can do for us
what we need., It is a question as to
whether we will let God do it; as to
whether we will permit him to do it.
He is able to do it. But what can we
do to bring this change to set us free, to
quicken us into new life? God has given
wills to every ope of us. He has given
us the power of choice. He has given
us a word of life, and of infinite power,
and it is our privilege to connect with
that mighty power that isable to quicken
us into new life. We must make this
choice. I will not attempt to explain
the thing, but there is something in
that word, dear friends, that is able to.
generate in us life and zeal and holiness
and power for the service of God. It is
a mighty power.

Some weeks ago, when I was in Han-
over, Germany, some of the brethren
took” me out to a cemetery-to see a won-
derful grave. It was composed of nine
stones. Four of them were laid on the
ground for a foundation, in the form of
a square, each side of which was six
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feet. Four others were laid on top of
these, but they were shorter and drawn
nearer together, narrowing the space
which was made by the foundation
stones. On top of the eight stones was
a large block that covered the space,
weighing perbaps a ton and a half. On
the foundation stone was inscribed this
statement: ** This grave is purchased for
eternity. It shall never be opened.”’

Yet the grave is open, so that you can
look into it. It has been opened by na-
ture. In some way a little poplar seed
was deposited in the ground, before the
stones were put together. That seed
sprouted and grew up, and the little
tender twig crawled along the bottom
of the large block of stone to a little
crevice where light and air penetrated.
It then pressed its little point througha
crevice out into the light. It must have
been very small at the time. It could
not have been larger than a knitting-
needle, I judge. But it came out into
the open air, and grew up the side of
the big block of stone. The tree has
grown until it is about eighteen inches
in diameter. It has rent that tomb

" asunder. Four of the stones composing
it were fastened together with strong
iron bands. These have all been broken,
and every stone in the grave has been
moved from its original place. and the
block weighing a ton and a half has
been lifted up on its edge. so that you

~ can look down into the grave, Notwith-
standing the deflant inscription, the

_grave was opened.

‘What was there in the power of that
little twig to do that work ?—The power
of God, the life of God. But how did
that life get into that little twig? How
was power transmuted from God to the
tree?—By his word. [Voices: Amen!]
God spoke the tree into existence, and
he spoke his life into the seed, and into
the tree. The word enshrined the life
of God into that object, and there we
may see that mighty life manifesting
itself:

The life of that seed was the word
that transmuted power to the seed,
[Voices: Amen!] Thé same word has
power to roll away every stone that
Satan has built about us. [Congregation:
Amen!], and it has power to break every
band that the devil has bound us with.
[Congregation: Amen!] There is power
in the word of God to set every man

_free, and make him free indeed. [Con-
gregation: Amen!] The life of the Al-
mighty God is in that word, and that
life is in there for you and for me.

[ Voices: Amen!] One great reason why
we are so powerless in our ministry and
our battling with the enemy, is because
we do not connect as we should with
this current of life, with this mighty
power that God has placed within our
reach. ' .

There is power in this message, as
Brother .E. W. Farnsworth {many of
you know him) wrote me by the last
mail. He had just attended an excel-
lent camp-meeting in New Zealand. He
had instituted inquiry meetings, and
held them all through the large camp-
meeting, with strangers. These came
to the meeting, were stirred by the mes-
sage, and when an invitation was given
for them to come to the inquiry meet-
ing, they came, and sought God, several
took their stand for the truth before the
camp-meeting closed. In writing of it
to me, Brother ‘Farnsworth said, “Ar-
thur, there is power in the third angel’s
message when the current is turned on.”
[Congregation: Amen!].

Dear friends,.there is a mighty power
in this message, and we want to become
connected with that current as we have
never been before. But how can we
have that power, when we have so little
connection with the divine word of the
living God? Jesus Christ is enshrined
in that word; but it is a sad fact that
many of us give that word altogether
too little study. [Voices: True!] Many
will read almost anything quicker than
the Bible. Many of our brethren seem
to find time to read the daily paper,
when they-do not find time in a whole
day to read the Word of God. I do not
say that it is wicked to look into a daily
paper. Do not go away and misunder-
stand me, but I do say that every day
we need to sit at the feet of Jesus and
hear his word. ‘

Jesus said to Martha, *‘ But one thing
is needful.”” That one thing is an ab-
solute necessity. There is but one thing
without which you can not live. You
may get along without any other thing,
but this one you can not do without.
‘“ Mary hath chosen that good part. ”
‘What had she chosen? ‘Mary
sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word.”

My brother, my Fsister, God ‘has given
us the power to choose what we shall
do. Every morning when we are
awakened into life bv the Lord him-
self, we can there and then choose
what we shall make of that day. We
can choose whether we will open our
hearts to God or to the enemy; and if
every day we open our hearts to our

Lord we shall be ga.t,hermg strength, ’

more and more to fit us for his servicé.

No experience that you had last
month will do you to-day. What a.
mistake we.sometimes make! We get
a blessing by earnest prayer and care-
ful Bible study, and then settle down to
live on that experience for may days to.
come. But that is a mistake. We must
have a fresh supply every day. We are

like a plant that is growing up. The .

life that a plant absorbed yesterday has
only increased its capacity to receive
more to-day. We can not, at the begin--
ning of the summer give a plant water:
and food enough to keep it green alb
through the summer. All that we did
last month or last year was good for the
time, but the necessities and demands
only increased our capacity to receive
more, and I want to tell you that the

man who goes from this Conference,

without getting more than he ever had
before, will make a sad mistake.

My brethren in the ministry and im -

the church, shall we not lay hold of’
God’s boundless grace here to-night,
and every day from this on, and get
what we need. Bless God, it is offered
to us. It rests with us whether or not
we will take it.
us.

THE MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

A stupy of the situation of the
churches and of the remedy as pointed
out by the Spirit of God, resulted, in the
summer of 1899, in the formation. of
what is. now known as the Missionary
Reading Circle. Here are a few senten~
ces from Testimonies received about
that time: ‘‘ A crisis in missionary effort.
isuponus.”” *‘Thechurches are wither-
ing up because they have failed to use
their talents in diffusing the light of
truth to others.” ‘Well-organized work
must be done in the church; that its
members may understand the manner
in which they may impart light to others,.
and thus strengthen their own faith
and increase their knowledge.”” ‘‘Let

. -the distinct message for this time be
sent from watchman to watchman om .

the walls of Zion.”” Can not we do more
for the churches, that they may be
aroused to act upon the light already
given?”

Recognizing in these messages a direct

rally-cry to our churches to engage im ’

active service, it was felt that an earnest

effort should be made to carry out the .
‘instruction given. In studying plans by

May we let God help

“y
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~which this missionary movement might

be accomplished, the needs of our own
people came prominently to mind. In the
words of a Testimony, ¢ Many have em-
braced the truth, and yet they have not
been educated as to how they may serve
the cause of God, and thereby grow in
There is
also that other large and older class of
whom the Spirit of the Lord has said,
““The love of the truth is dying out of
their hearts.”” Then there is the flower
of our flock,— our boys and girls. Many
of them never can have the advantages
of our educational institutions, and they
must be trained in homes and churches
for the work of God. It seems clearly
evident that in order to secure a sub-
stantial, permanent, and general revival
of missionary effort, the first step taken
should be one of preparation. For this
reason, the lessons on Daniel and Reve-
lation were planned. These Bible les-
sons were afterward combined with the
geries of lessons upon the field, prepared
by the Foreign Mission Board. Thus
the Missionary Reading Circle has com-
prised two distinct lines of reading,—
the study of the principles of our faith,

-and the study of the field.

The plan recommended is a very sim-
ple one, The lessons have been designed
primarily for home study. They may
be studied by one person as successfully
as by a large company. It has been es-
pecially urged that the lessons be made g
family study, parents and children unit-
ingin it. The publication of these legssons
in both the Review and Herald and the Mis-
stonary Magazine has placed them in the
hands of the people as fully as possible:
It was also recommended that review
meetings be held where members were
so situated that they could conveniently
meet. It was not designed that these
Circle meetings should take the place
of the home study, but rather that they
should be the training school of the
church. In the Bible studies particu-
lIarly, the review meetings should afford
a training to young and inexperienced
workers, in presenting to others in an
intelligent way the truths they learn.

Those who have been laboring in the
interests of the Circle work have con-
stantly urged that the real object of the
study was to fit the members for active
service in the cause of God. The study

-of the truth for the last days should fill

every heart with a love for it, and with
a sense of the urgency of the work to be
done. Thestudy of the field should give
an idea of the needs and opportunities

for work both at home and abroad. It

would seem that the carrying out of
the true plan of the Reading Circle
should be of practical help to every
man, woman, and child in our ranks, in
doing the work. that God has given all
to do. .

It is not easy to give any exact report
of the progress of this work. We have
no -statistics representing the Reading
Circle membership. It is only possible
to judge of the general progress-of the
work in any Conference by the corre-
spondence from that State. The follow-
ing summary gives the situation as
reported by State officers.

CALIFORNIA.— A majority of the
churches have taken up the studies.
Good results.

Dagora.— The Corresponding Secre-
tary reports 800 circle members, which
is a little more than one third the mem-
bership.

MicaYeAN.— The Secretary reports 100
churches carrying the studies, and a
Cirele membership of 2,000.

MissouRrL.— A little over fifty per cent
of the churches have taken up the work.

New ENGLAND.— The Corresponding
Becretary reports that two thirds of the
churches are studing the lessons. In-
terest excellent and increasing.

New York.— Circle work fairly wel
started. Good results. :

"PENNSYLVANIA.— The Secretary re-
ports a majority of the churches carry-
ing the studies in one form or another.

Iowa.—The work is well started.
Members reporting, 325.

WesT Vireinia.— The President re-
ports that the people have earnestly re-
sponded to the call to take up this work,
and that they have been greatly blessed
in it.

Irrizors.— The Secretary reports four
fifths of the churches studying the les-
sons.

CuMBERLAND.— The Secretary reports
seventy-five Circle members, which is
one fifth the entire church membership.

Froripa.—The Tract Society Secre-
tarv reports 150 Circle members.

MinnEsora.— Through the efforts of
the Corresponding Secretary, the study
of the field began sometime before the
regular Circle work was planned. Re-
sults quite encouraging. No special
effort has been reported in behalf of the
Bible study. )

The Superintendent of District 2 re-
ports that as a result of the Reading
Circle, there has been a revival in that

district of the spirit that prevailed in
the earlier days of the message.

- In Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Maine,

Nebraska, Ohio, Ontario, and Vermont,

this work has made a beginning, and a
number of churches in each of these
Conferences are falling into line, but no
more specific report has been made.

The other Conferences have either not
reported, or else report that but little
has been done. As may readily be seen,

the progress of the work differs greatly
in different Conferences. Generally
speaking, in those Conferences where
the State officers have been able to give

it a share of attention, the work is well
organized, and has made encouraging
progress. ‘

In answer to the question, ‘“ What has

been the direct result of the study of
the Circle lessons?” the following re-

plies have been made by leading work-

ers: ‘‘ A deeper consecration of heart to

God and his work;” **An increased in-
terest in Bible Study;’’ ““ A revival of
the missionary spirit;’’ ““An increased

knowledge of, and interest in, foreign
fields; ”’ ““ A help to our young people in
many ways;’’ “Increased donations to
foreign fields;’’ “‘The Bible study has
decidedly turned the tide toward the
distinctive features of the third angel’s
message; ' ‘‘ Greater activity in the
Master’s service;’” ‘“ A deeper interest
in all lines of church and missionary
work, and a decided increase in mis-
sionary offerings; ’’ < Deeper devotion to
the work both at home and abroad;”
“The results have been all that could
reasonably be expected of an untried
work, in so short a time.”” 'These
quoted testimonies, based upon actual
observation and experience, reflect in
substance the general sentiment con-
cerning the Circle work in those places
where it has been faithfully and in-
telligently carried out. The plan has
called for too much real study and
work to catch the popular fancy, so
that it has required the most patient
and persevering effort in its behalf. A
correspondent aptly expresses it thus;
‘It is not easy to get all to see the im-
portance of the study, but that shows
all the more how much it is needed.””
And isit not true that unconscious need
is the most difficult to supply? for he
who knows not of his lack, ofttimes re-
fuses that which is of greatest value,
even when it is placed within his hand.

I have nothing to urge with reference -
to the future of this work, and gladly
leave that responsibility with you. Cer-
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taihly this Conference will not attempt
to plan for the exfension of the message
‘into the .uttermost parts of the earth,
and at the same time neglect the devel.
opment of the resources by which this
work may be done. Our home churches
must become more self-helpful, and
more helpful to the work at home and
_abroad. In some way the latent talent
. of our lay membership must be aroused,
instructed, developed, and set to work.
This not only means life to the churches,
but it means the sparing of experienced
laborers, and the hearty support of the
work in the ‘‘ regions beyond.” If the
Reading Circle plan is wholly inade-
quate as a help in the accomplishment
of what is needed, discard it. If the
plan can be so changed as better to
meet the need, change it. But what-
ever the plan adopted, it needs not
merely the passive assent of the Confer-
ence laborers to make it effective, but
their active co-operation. My only de-
gire in this matter is that we may be so
in touch with the Source of Life, that
" . the heart-throbs of this great Confer-
ence may send the life-blood flowing
richly into even the smallest arteries of
the body of Christ, which is his
: church. C )
o Mgrs. L. FLorRA PLUMMER,
Cor. Sec. Int. Tract Soc.

'BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE WEST
INDIAN MISSION FIELD.

Tais fleld includes all the islands of
the Caribbean Sea, also Central America,
and the northern coast of South America
as far as the southern boundary of
Trench Guiana. Its extreme limit from
east to west is about 2,200 miles, while
from north to south it measures not far
from 1,600 miles. Its population, num-
- bering 15,511,000, is a mixture of people
speaking the English, French, Spanish,
Holland, Danish, East Indian, and na-
tive Indian languages.

At present this field is divided info
seven mission districts, namely, Central
America (North), Central America
{ South ), British Guiana, Dutch Guiana,
Trinidad, Lesser Antilles, and Jamaica.
Our workers number 10 ministers, 3
Jicensed preachers, 16 Bible workers,
and 41 canvassers. We have 25 church
~ organizations, and 30 companies, while

the whole number of Sabbath-keepers
" aggregate 1,672. There are 9 church
gchools, taught mainly by native teach-

ers. The tithes paid during this period

-amount, to $4,800.26, and the value of
books sold at retail is nearly $16,000.

CENTRAL AMERICA (NORTH).

Work in this field was begun about
nine years ago. In this district .there
are 126 Sabbath-keepers, 41 having been
added since the last General Conference.
Two church schools are maintained, and
$998.12 in tithes has been received.
Only one minister is located here, and
other workers are greatly needed to
carry on the work in the interior.

CENTRAL AMERICA (SOUTH).

This is a new field. As the schooner
‘“ Herald ’’ has visited the different ports,
some books have been sold, and 15 are
now observing the Sabbath of the Lord
in St. Andrews and Boco Del Toro. A
school is just opened at St. Andrews,
and others should be started at Old
Providence and Boco Del Toro. The
laborers here number three,—1 minis-
ter, 1 Bible reader,and 1 canvasser. An-
other minister is needed now to assist
Elder Hutchins in developing the work
in Costa Rica, as the people seem ready
for the message.

BRITISH GUIANA.

This is a large and very important
field, with a population of 248,887, rep-
resenting nearly every nationality in the
world. . Here, as well ag in Trinidad
and Jamaica, are thousands of FKast
Indians, who have been brought to these
provinces under contrac¢t, to.work on
sugar estates for a term of years. Many
become attached to the country; and
when their contract has expired, prefer
to remain, and go into business for
themselves. Others return to the home-
land.- These people should be enlight-
ened in regard to the third angel’s mes-
sage, not alone that their own souls may
be saved, but that they may act as mis-
gionaries to their own people, both in
this field and in their native country.

'In this district we have 1 minister, 1
licentiate, and 2 Bible workers. There
are 6 churches and 3 companies, num-
bering 250 in all. These have paid in
tithes $418.45 The 12 canvassers sold
books amounting in value to $1,133.84.
There is great demand for laborers here.
Two church schools should be started
at once.

TRINIDAD.

This island has about 200,000 inhabis-
ants, over one third of whom are na-
tives. of the East Indies. As in British
Guiana, so here there is great need of

reading-matter, and devoted laborers
for this people. The missionary efforts
for the English portion of the popula-
tion is well organized, and some native
talent is being ‘trained in connection
with our tent work.
200,000 souls, there are only 1 minis- -
ter and 2 Bible-workers. We have 1

good church school in the country,
but there is pressing need of another in
Port of Spain, the capital. In this city
there should also be a church, and

‘mission building erected; for as no

proper place can berented, much labor is

lost. In this island there are 120 Sab-

bath-keepers organized into 4 churches
and 4 companies. Tithes received are
$1,154.98, and nearly $4,000 worth-of
books has been sold. _

The island of Tobago, belonging
to this mission district, has been
thoroughly canvassed, and should re-
ceive ministerial labor at once; but this
can not be dope until more help is
provided.

LESSER ANTILLES.

This field is composed of overtwenty-
five: islands, belonging to England,
France, Denmark, and Holland, Only
a few of these are as yet entered. Our
books have been sold more or lessin
most of the English-speaking islands,
and some in the Danish. In Barbadoes:
we have a good church building, and a
modest schoolhouse. There is a small’

church building in St. Kitts also. In . -

this whole field, we have 1 church
organization, and 6 companies of be-
lievers. There are 3 ministers, 4 Bible-
readers, and 10 canvassers to carry. for-
ward the work. The believers in the
third angel’s message number nearly 200.
On account of low prices for sugar,
storms, droughts, and floods, the poverty

_is very great in several of these islands,

making it necessary to remove all our
agents from them. Here we need those.’
who can labor in word and doctrine,
sell small books, and scatter smallfracts
and flleaets to those who are hungering
for truth. '

JAMAICA.

In this island the work is more ad-
vanced than in any other portion of °
the West Indian Mission Field. All
over the island our books, tracts, and
papers have been placed in the hands of
the people; and as the result, companies
are springing up in many places. In
this field we have 3 ministers, 2 licen-
tiates, 11 missionary licentiates,- and
8 canvassers. The whole number of be- -

275

For all of theése .



276‘

GENERAL CONFERENCE BULLETIN.

lievers is 961, 109 having been added
since the last General Conference. There
are 11 church organizations, 15 compa-
nies, and 10 church buildings. The tithes
received from this island amounts to
$1,024.91. The value of books sold is
$5,958.75. i

The greater portion of the West In-
dian Mission field is still practically
unentered,— such places as British Hon-
duras, Guatemala, Salvador, Spanish
Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Co-
lombia, Venezuela, the Dutch and
French Guianas, Cuba, Hayti, San Do-
mingo, Porto Rico, and the Dutch dnd
French islands. These fields are ripe,
and already precious grain has been lost
for want of reapers. .

We trust that. at this Conference,
plans will be laid to open the work in
Cuba, Porto Rico, San Domingo, and
other needy fields. Other denominations
are entering, and the longer we delay,
the more difficult will it be to start the
work. May the Lord impress upon the
minds of his faithful people the needs of
this field; and may they respond in giv-
ing themselves and their means, so these
needs may be supplied, and many pre-
cious souls gathered out and made ready
to meet their Lord when he comes in
the clouds of heaven.

A. J. HAYSMER.

MEXICO AND ITS NEEDS.
G. W. Caviness, April 14, 9 A. M.

It is a pleasure to me to see and hear
in this Conference that the minds of our
people are being turned to other fields.
It reminds me of a saying of my little
boy when he first went to South Lancas-
ter. He was then three or four years
old, and when he went there from Bat-
tle Oreek, he met a little playmate from
Vermont, and one day he was explaining
to me the amount of geography he had
learned. He said: ‘‘Papa, there is one
world, and there are three places in it
— Battle Creek, South Yancaster, and
"Mont.” I feel a little that way myself,
I have learned by actual experience. that
there is one world, and there are at least
two places in it —the United States and
Mexico. I have also heard of other
countries, and I believe there are such,
but I have never actually seen them.

You and I can never have an interest
in anything that we do not know any-
thing about. It is impossible, and so I
do.not come here* this morning to scold
or blame you or find fault with you; but

if the Lord will give me the ability to
do so, I will present to you the country
of Mexico so that you can understand
something of its condition apd needs.

Mexico is not a distant land way
around the world, but is our neighbor,
our nearest neighbor. There is in Mex-
ico perhaps as needy and neglected a
field as exists on the face of the earth.
Part of this country is under the do-
minion of the Beast, and we find that
for four hundred years this power against
which our message speaks, this power
that is mentioned first in the message,
has had almost absolute control; .and
that country is barely touched.

In the central part of the country are
the tablelands in the midst of the moun-
tains, from three to five thousand feet
above the level of thesea. In theselands
we have a climate unsurpassed, in many
respects, in the world. You would im-
agine that in Mexico, we would burn up
with the heat; but it is not so. We
have not the oppressive heat that you
have here. At any time in the house or
in the shade, one will.find himself quite
comfortable. With the sun almost im-
mediately overhead, it sometimes seems
almost to burn; but we do not sweat,
and we do not feel the oppression some-
times felt here, Furthermore, the sun
shines the greater part of the year, and
on many accounts it is indeed a good
place in which to live. All manner of
fruits will grow, and there is opportu-
nity here for some one to enter the field,
and make himself a good living and do
good to the natives. .

Passing in further toward the center,
the land rises continually until near the
center there are valleys of various di-
mensions and mountains of various
heights, ranging from five thousand feet
to nine or ten thousand. About midway

"between the east and the west and far

down toward the south is the City of
Mexico. the capital, situated in a valley
seven thousand five hundred feet above
the level of the sea, surrounded by
mountains; and off to the east are the
snowy caps of mountains about which
many of us have studied in geography
in our ‘schooldays, Popocatepet] and
Citaltepetl. In this valley isthe City of
Mexico, with nearly four hundred thous-
and people,—with its suburban ‘towns,
almost as large as Boston. The whole
valley has something like half a million
people; and scattered all through this
land in the various valleys there are
other cities large and small, filled with
people whom God has created, and to

whom, if we believe in the third angel’s
message, the gospel must be preached.
The country of Mexico; called a repub-
lic, consists of twenty-seven states, two
territories, and one federal district. The
district is where the capital is situated.

Mexico has two seasons, the rainy sea-
son, which begins about the last of May,
and lasts until the first of October, and
the dry season, which is the rest of the
year. In the rainyseason itrainsalmost
every day or night, and usually after
showers it is bright and clear the rest of
the day; so that the rainy season, which:
is summer, is a very pleasant time to be
in Mexico. The dry season comes in
the winter time, but in reality there is
no winter. In some higher altitudes
there is a little frost and a little bracing
atmosphere, but really there is no win-
ter. .
In this republic there are something
over seven hundred and fifty thousand
square miles. 'There are more than
thirteen millions of people. These we
may divide into three classes by saying
that about one fifth of them are white,
European, or-American people. Two
fifths of them are the mixed race, a mix-
ture of Spanish and Indian. The other
two fifths are the native Indians, some
of whom are uncivilized as yet. In
reality there are but two classes, the
servants and their masters, the employ-
ers and the employed. One fifth are
those who control the entire republic,
and the other four fifths are their serv-
ants.

As to the condition of these people
morally: For more than four hundred
years they have been under the com-
plete domination of the Catholic Church,.

Thus they have been without the
truth of God, without the Bible. They
have simply changed the names of their
old heathen customs and forms of wor-
ship, and now have the same thing with
another name.

This one fifth of whom I have spoken
are well-to-do, many of them living in
luxury, and having as fine places and
fine living as any one need to wish in
this world. But the othersare poor; and
I think that in Mexico, one half or more
of the people that you meet are more
poorly and shabbily dressed than the
raggedest newsboy you ever saw in New
York or Chicago. They have but a lit~
tle cotton'clothing—a shirt and a pair of
trousers made of very coarse cotton;
and over these they wear the blanket.
Some of them have sandals, alittle piece
of leather which they tie on the bottom:
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of their feet; but many of them are en-
tirely barefooted. At night they simply
roll up in their blanket, and sleep,
many of them wherever they happen to
be; as the climate is not as. it is here,
they can do this; and as they can live
on a very little, they manage to exist in
this way.
The huts in which ‘many of them live
—are barely one room,— made of sun-
_ dried brick or mud, with no floor.
They live there on the dirt and in the
dirt. They need to be tanght cleanli-
ness, which is next to godliness, and
brought to a higher plane of living.
There are not; as in the United States,
~ small farms tilled by many well-to-do
people; but there is one large Aaciendq,
©owned by one man or a company, and
.. quite a number of. the poor people ‘live
- wpon it. These people are called peons,
and are like the chattels of the prop-
-erty, And while I have heard with
interest our brethren speak of the condi-
tion of the colored man in the South, I
believe that here in our neighboring
country of Mexico there are from eight
-to ten millions: of people, many of
" whom can not read or write, as ignorant
and as superstitious as any of the col-
ored people of the South, as helpless,
and in a worse condition, because for
:all these years they have had nothing
- ‘but that which the Catholic Church has
been pleased to give them, which is
~very little indeed.
A particular instance will illustrate
«many. Just before coming to this
wplace, 1 took the train from Mexico
.. «City to Querandaca, went up over the
mountains, into the va.)ley, and then
~into another valley — four ‘or five hours’
"ride from Mexico City. There I was
:met by a native with a mule; and in
‘this way we proceeded into the country
:about eighteen miles. OQutside of the
-city there were no roads whatever, sim-
ply a bridle path; and we went over the
-»hills, and .down into very deep galleys.
At last we reached the foot of a moun-
stain, and here was this man’s home.

.Here he had lived all his days, as had"

‘his father and grandfather before him.
.Around his house were the huts of the
matives. He told me that there were
:something like thirty. families living
ithere. These huts were made of twigs,
branches, and thatched over with straw.
~ I went to see the place because he
- wanted tosell it, and I wanted to know
something .abeut the country and the
people and :the land, thatI mlght tell
_you something.about it.

This ranch is composed of over five
thousand acres of land. On this land
the man raised sugar-cane, beans, trees,
various fruits of the country, and
almost anything that will grow in a
tropical country. I asked him about
the peons. He said there were enough
of them for the cultivation of the land;
and that if the land was sold, these
wouldstay and work. You are supposed
to pay them a small sum, which runs
from thirty-seven to fifty cents a day in
Mexican money, and Mexican money is
now worth about half what our money
is worth. He took me around back of
the mountain, and showed me a large
valley, and one place where the two
mountaing came near together, some two
hundred feet across, and said, ‘“ We are
putting a dam in there. Water could
be got in the rainy season to irrigate all
that land, and if that could be done,
then several hundred families could be
used here.” It seemed to me that some
one might purchase a {place similar to
this, and employ these natives.

There is no church there, nor any
priest; but the man who owns the land
has’ full control of these people, and
they would be children wunder his
charge.. He might teach them the

truth of God, might open a school for

the children; and thus, in a few years,
several hundred people, the very lowest
and humblest classes, might be reached.

The country having a warm ciimate,
one can raise one crop with the rains
of the rainy season. And if you can

‘have a dam, and preserve water, so that

you can irrigate the land, you can raise
crops the year round. In Mexico one
can have continually, if he so desires,
fresh vegetables and fruits of almost all
descriptions every day in the year. So
much with reference to that.

Voice: What is the price of this land?

G. W. Caviness:” The price of this
land was 312,000, or $6,000 of American
money. That is a little over a dollar an
acre. There are a good many large
cities in the country, and railroads are
now being built through various parts
of the republic, and there is market,
and will be more, for almost anything
you can raise there.

Perhaps I ought to'speak more-directly

‘of the work that we are trying to do;

and as many have asked me with refer-
ence to the work I went there to do,
perhaps a few ‘words with reference
to this matter will not be out of
place. About four years ago, the Gen-
eral Conference Committee and the For-

eign Mission Board, after hearing 4 plea
from Mexico with regard to a-definite *
matter, invited me to go and represent
them. This was the revision -of the
Spanish Bible. The committee con-
sisted of one member from each of
the denominations at work in Mexice.
After I had reached the place, the com-
mittee had a meeting, organized and
prepared for work. The plan was that
we should have two years: for -studying
the original — the Spanish, and then we
should meet as a committee and go
through the whole Bible, making the nec-
essary suggestions for changes in the
Spanish Bible. We were to work on
what is called the modern version. I
spent the time in the study of the lan-
guage, and with the assistance of a na-
tive professor, translated the greatfer
part of the New Testament from the
Greek into Spanish, and some of the
0Old Testament from Hebrew into Span-
ish. I did this for two reasons: One was -
that I did not wish to.present myself be-
fore a committee of men chosen to revise
the Bible, and not be conversant with
the Greek, knowing exactly what the
best and most correct texts were, and
also without knowing the Spanish; se
my work was to learn the Spanish, and
to study the original, and understand
how to put the one into the other. Af-
ter our study, we had a meeting, and
began work, but from one cause or other
the matter has been allowed to rest,and .
is in that condition now. The commit-
tee has never disorganized, but is sim-
ply waiting. :

After this, a little over a year ago, we
went to a suburb of Mexico City, and

‘there thought to open up the work with

a few workers. We were strangers, and
knew not how to go about our work; but
started out to visit the people, going
from house to house to talk with them,
and see what could be done, and what
they were interested in. 'We found one
thing that they were interested in,—
that was a school where the children’
might learn English. And that seeming
to be the interest just then, we hoped
that through it we might be able to do
something else, to become acquainted
with the people, get into their homes,
and accomplish some work.

We opened a little school, and it grew
slowly,” but surely, and we were sur-
prised to find that we had in it childrenof
the highest officials of the government.
At present we have a school of more
than forty children. They are the
children of generals, judges, doctors,
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and people of this class. And the school
is growing. The day before I left, a
lady who had two children came to see
me about the school. She said her hus-
band had died recently, and she wanted
the children to be educated. She did
not want to send them to the public
schools, which intellectually are not very
good, and morally are very bad, and she
said she cared not to send them to -the
parochial schools; but she had heard
that our school was a good school, a
moral school, and that the children
were cared for, and she wanted to put
them into school, and asked our terms.
‘When we told her, she said she would
gladly pay that, and more.

The school paid, during the Ilast
months of last year, something over
one hundred Mexican dollars a month in
tuition, and is doing more than that this
year so far. More than that, it has
brought us into connection with the
people of this class. Before I came
away, the professor of the higher math-
ematics in the military school asked us
to give Bible readings to himself and
wife. Of course we have never covered
up the fact that we are Protestants, or
that we are Seventh-day Adventists; and
these people know this, and yet they
send their children to our school, and

‘some of them want us to give them
‘“ Bible Readings.”” We have a Sabbath-
school, and the last Sabbath before 1
came away, some twenty of these chil-
dren came into the Sabbath-school; and,
brethren and sisters, if you knew what
it was in Mexico, where Catholicism is
supreme, to get into the homes of the
people, and to find them willing to listen
to the Bible, it would seem as if this is
almost miraculous. I gave a number of
readings to this man and his wife, and
they seemed deeply interested, and we
hope that others will also be reached
through this method.

Last August Dr. A. A. John .came to
Mexico, and opened up 2 medical office
in the ecity. His practice is mainly
among the missionaries of different
denominations,and he has had good suc-
cess. Under his direction, a small mis-
sion has been opened in the city, where
we can give some treatments, and where
we can bring in the people, talk with
them, read the Bible to them, and give
them literature..

But we need literature. And just-a
word about that: We have at pres nt.a
fe w books,~*‘ Patriarchs and Prophets,”
““Steps to Christ,” ‘ Christ our Sav-

_iour,” “Gospel Primer,” and a few

tracts.
published before any one of our people
knew very much about Spanish, as they
show at the present time. One of our
books, ‘‘Patriarchs and Prophets,”” in-
forms us that as they went through the
field on Sunday, the disciples plucked
the ears of corn; and other things of
that kind.

One thing is certain, that no amount
of religious truth or enthusiasm will
make a person a scholar in a language,
but he must devote a great deal of hard
study to it. And if we are to publish
the truth in any language, we ought to
know that language before we publish
very much in it. Otherwise we shall
disgrace the truth. I hbpe to see the
time when we shall have a printing-
press established in Mexico, and when
we can have the truth pi'esented in
clear, simple language so that the peo-
ple can understand and learn it. They
are beginning to read. There are pub-
lic schools now throughout the land.
For ihe last thirty years there has been
a stable form of government, and schools
established, and many of the people
now, even of the poorer class, are begin-
ning to read.

‘When the American army went down
there in the war with Mexico, colpor-
teurs went with it, and scattered some
Bibles, and in this way a few Bibles
were brought to some of the people of
that country, and a few learned some-
thing of the truth. After the war, the
church gathered up the Bibles and
destroyed them, as far as she could.
But she did not destroy them all, nor
all the influence of them.

About thirty years ago, in 1870 or
thereabout, the different denominations
began to work in Mexico. They have
been at work ever since, but they have
a very small following indeed, and prac-
tically nothing has been accomplished
in comparison with what is to be accom-
plished. The Dbeginning was made
there by a lady who had been in Browns-
ville, Texas, I think. studying Spanish.
She employed some Mexicans as colpor-
teurs, to carry the Bible into Mexico.
She removed to Montaville, Mexico, and
opened a school, in which she taught
the Bible as well as the ordinary stud-
ies. Her students went out to the field
round about, and in a little while about
fourteen companies were raised up.
‘When her health failed, and she left the
work, it was turned over to the Presby-
terians, and from this they took their
start. ‘

But these books were certainly

Those who go to a place where it is
necessary to learn the language should,
of all workers, be those who go for life;
because'it will take some time to learn
thelanguage, and when you have learned
it, then to go away is to spoil a work.
I had thought that this school that we
had opened might be a place where
some could come and teach while study-
ing the language; that they could al-
most, if not quite, pay their expenses
and earn theéir wages in teaching, and
be learning the language at the same
time, so that they could go out into the
work; for while we believe we can, and
must, bring in native help just as far as
possible, yet it will always be necessary
that there be some who understand and
know the truth, and who can be de-
pended upon to lead out in all lines of
work. In Mexico we speak the lan-
guage of old Castile; they call it the
Castilian language. There is very little
difference between itand theold Spanish
Castilian language. In writing, as it
appears in the printed pages, it is the
same. The Spanish Academy dictionary
and grammar is the standard text-book,
and this book is published by a body of
learned men in Spain called the Spanish
Academy; and we follow that as a text-
book, so that in writing the language is
the same. In pronunciation there isa
little difference in a few letters, though
it is slight. We learn just what that is,
and soon, with a little practice, we can
pronounce the word either way. I
think there is not much more difference
between the language of Mexico and
that of Spain than there is between the
English of the United States and the
English of England. Some words have
a different pronunciation, but in writ-
ing, and on the printed page, the words
are alike.

There are other lands than Mexico
where Spanish is spoken, and I find
that the greater part of all the people
in the countries below us—Central
America and South America,—except
Brazil, speak Spanish. Of course not
all the colonists that come from other
lands speak it, but it is the national
language. There are also the West
Indies. Then there is Spain, with its -
eighteen million people speaking this
language. Recently the Philippines .
have been brought under control of the
United States, and there Spanish is the
national language. As best I can judge,
there are about seventy-five or eighty
millions of people who speak this
language. These are all, and have been
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for ages, under the almost absolute con-
trol and sway of the Catholic Church.

It seems to me, as I read even the
history of the recent past, that Geod in
his providence is bringing this people
to us, and showing us that we have a

_ Quty with reference to them.

I hope and trust that God in his
providence, as he is leading all this peo-
ple, and calling their attention to the
‘‘regions beyond,”” while looking afar,
we shall not overlook this vast multi-
tude near at hand. My Bible reads that
there is to be a song sung by people

" gathered from every kindred, tongue,
and pation. These will be gathered
from the Spanish people, too.”

The Spanish is a beautiful language
in many respects, and I long to see the
day when a goodly number of those who
speak and sing this language will here
on earth be singing the praises of God
and freedom from the power of the
‘the beast, as you and I sing it now. May
God move upon our hearts, and send
forth those who should be able to carry
"the light of truth to those who know it

. not,

THE HAWAIIAN MISSION FIELD.

Baxrrr L. Hows: There is hardly
" any nationality that is not represented
in the Hawalian Islands. These are
constantly coming and going from all
parts of the world. As they stop there,
we have the oppertunity of simply
meeting them, and then they pass on.
But there are many with whom we
have more than this passing contact.
'Perhaps you know that we have a Chi-
nese school established on the island of
. Oahu, also one in Hilo, and that we are
endeavoring to do what we can for those
people whom God has permitted to be
there in such large numbers. Since
coming to this Conference, I have re-
ceived a letter from home stating that
one of our workers, an earnest, energetic
young man, had decided to leave the
island and return to the mainland. I
felt very sad over it; and when the news
came, it seemed to me for a time that I
could hardly endure the thought. You
know we are in need of help down there,
but the only consolation that I am able
to get out of it is the thought that we
-shall look upon him as Hawaii’s first
missionary sent to the heathen on the
mainland, and we shall follow his work
with a great deal of interest.
One time when Israel was in trouble,
because the plague had begun in

the camp, Moses and Aaron fell on
their faces before the Lord. What
was the result? The Lord appeared
before them, and the commission was
given to Aaron to run into the camp,
and he ran. The plague was stayed,
and the people were satisfied. " So if
any of us get into trouble for the love
of God, let us turn our faces so that
we can see the glory of God revealed,
and our trouble will cease.

We are needing help in these islands.
‘We hope to change the policy of our
school. We want to see it a means of
carrying the truth to all the Chinese
on the island instead of putting so
much work and so much energy upon
the few who may be gathered in a
schoolroom. We have, however, some
promising boys. There are now six or
eight of them who have been baptized,
and united with us. Several of them
are now in China. Others who have
gained some knowledge of the gospel,
have gone.  We have perhaps in the
neighborhood of twenty-five boys in
China who know of our work, and they
want some one to go there and carry for-
ward the work there. The young man
whom Brother Corliss referred to the
other day, is an exceptionally bright
young fellow, and Sister Brand writes
me that he is leading his class m a San
Francisco college. We ought to go to
these people and help them where they
are. We are not to depend on some in-
stitution or organization, to get hold of
those that they may carry the gospel.
When the LJrd really gets hold of young
men they get to work where they are.
But, brethren, God -wants us to go to
these people where they are. That is
oune burden we should have.

But as to the Japanese people: You
heard the earnest appeal that Brother
Daniells made yesterday morning for
Japan. China with its millions is hold-
ing out its hands to us, Japan with its
thousands is open to the gospel. There
are men upon whom [ am sure the God
of heaven will lay the burden to go and
take charge of the work in Japan, and
carry it forward as God would have it
carried forward. But in our own island
field we have thousands of these poor
people with notone worker among them.
We have endeavored to do what we
could with the paper that Brother W.
D. Burden is publishing over at Tokio,
We found the people eager to receive
it, and started out to obtain subsecribers
for it, Ifirst visited the Japanese consul.
He is a bright, intelligent young man,

and I found him interesteq in our work.
I next went to a doctor, as intelligent a
man as we have on the island; a very
skillful prysician. He looked over the
paper, and said, ‘I want that paper,” and
as I wrote his name, he said, “1 will take
three of them.”’ Hepaid me the yearly
price for three subscriptions. I wanted
to do a little missionary work, so I got a
list of all the leading Japanese in the
town, physicians, and leading mer-
chants, and we expect with God’s help

to go to them from time to time and,

find out what influence these things are
having upon their minds. i

A word in regard to those who may
come to work ameng this people, es-
pecially those who may connect with
our school. Some one will surely come,

because the field is now vacant.” The,

young man of whom I spoke Ileft his
work to one of our sisters, who is now
doing all that two women ought to do
for the Master. I hope you will pray
earnestly that God’s Holy Spirit may
give life and strength to those who have
to step in and do the work, as these
workegs leave. Do not forget that part

of it. I do.mnot censure anybody for:

leaving. I do not say a word in regard
to our brethren’s interest for the field
at home; but, O brethren! do not forge‘ta
to pray for those who are left, and are

doing all that they ought, and many

times more, with the strength they have.
But God loves and blesses us, and he fits
us for the work for the time being.

If there is one thing in all the islands

of Hawalii that touches my heart more

than others, it is the condition of the
poor native people. The gospel has
been brought to them. Some have ac-
cepted it with all their great, free, lov-
ng nature. But what was given them
was not the true gospel of Jesus Christ.
I know of nothing that describes the

condition of that people, better than to .

cite you to the condition of the people

who occupied the land of Palestine after

Israel was taken away. These feared
God, and worshiped idols. We have
many professed Christians in the islands

to-day who are exactly in that condi-.

tion. They fear God, and worship idols.

‘We have had quite a good -deal of
literature prepared for the native peo-
ple. But a sad feature of it is that in
the first place a great deal of it was
translated by men who knew not the
gospel of Jesus Christ. They knew not
the message, the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus, which binds

men’s hearts together with the heart of
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‘the Eternal. Men translated those tracts
.containing the precious truth thak we
love, who did not know the spirit of the
message. Then, tracts were translated
that the poor natives could not under-
:stand if they had-been properly trans-
lated. What we need to-day for the
. mative peoples more than anything else
is a little simple literature that will
meet them where they are, and teach
them, in a simple way, the gospel of
Christ. We must have such-a literature
for this people. The enemy is binding
his bands about them more and more
all the time. They now stand in a “con-
dition to be swept into the bonds of
Spiritualism. We must, in God’s name,
arise and do something for this poor
people.

I would say to-day, and say it with all
respect for our brethren who did, in the
fear of God, what they thought was
right —the most of this literature was
prepared by local brethren, and a large
part of it paid for by them on the
.ground, because of their .interest for
this people. But, brethren, it was a zeal
not according to knowledge. Ig“s sad,

 but it is true. i

Now I say that we must have some-
thing for these people, something that
we can take to them, and that they can
.comprehend, that will lead them step by
Step out of this condition into the glori-
.ous light of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Our work among the English-speaking
‘people has been most encouraging to us.
It has not shown very largely in reports;
but I want to say that there is an open
-door in thevhomes of the English-speak-
‘ing people in the islands of Hawaii to-
-day. I can do'no better than to relate a
little incident whereby the way was
.opened into some of the families there.
‘One Friday evening upon returning from
‘the city, I stood under the porch of our
‘house. I soon saw alady coming across
the street, and running across our yard.
‘T recognized in a moment a look of dis-
‘tress and anguish upon her countenance.
‘Bhe said to me, ‘“ The people just across
the way are in trouble. They would
like to have you come over immedi-
:ately.”” I went with her to the house,
and found there a poor boy, who was
addicted to the habit of liquor drinking.
He had been away from home on one of
his sprees for two or three weeks, and
had come home. There was no one there
except the mother and daughter and he,
undexr the influence of liquor, acted so as
to frighten his mother and sister. The

sister, a married woman, with a fainily
of her own, asked me to he seated. The
mother and daughter lahored with the
boy, and finally succeeded in getting
him to bed. The younger woman then
came into the room where I was. A
Bible was lying on the table. We soon
began reading it. 1t seemed that our
hearts were immediately knit together
in the common gospel. From that there
was a fast friendship opened up hetween
this family and the lady who came and
brought the word to me.

We have been able, in the fear of God,
to help these two families. In a liltle
while, without any special effort on our
part, but just taking the blessed in-
fluence of the gospel to them, they dis-
missed their Japanese cooks, accepted a
health diet, and have been living it
faithfully ever since; and they realize
that they are receiving good from it.
God continues to keep the hearts of the
one family. The mother and daughter
have returned to Canada, while the
seeds of truth are still working in the
home of the other family.

1 could tell you of many experiences
that we have had in getting into the
homes of the people. If we had two
more Bible workers to engage in the
work there, we could set them to work,
any they could have all they could do
from house to house with these people
who are hungering and thirsting for the
truth. These people are intelligent.
Most of them are wealthy; they are
people of broad and liberal minds. We
have, perhaps, as fine a cld%s of English-
speaking people to work with, taking
them all in all, as you will find any-
where in tnis world; and they are
hungering for God’s truth. And God, I
know, will help us in giving it to them.

I want to call attention to another
incident in connection with one of our
nurses there. She was called to a case,
that of a lady who, it seemed, could
not live long. She had a complication
of diseas2s that the physicians said cer-
tainly would take her life. My soul
was much burdened for the woman, that
she should know the Lord Jesus Christ
before being called to lay down her life.
I talked with the nurse about it. She
said she did not know how to get at it.
I said, “ You pray, and we will pray.”
1 called her attention to several stories
of the Bible, if the opportunity offered,
suggesting that she read them. One
was the story of the prodigal son. A
day or two after I went down, the lady

asked to have the Bible read {o her,
and she has since been reading. to her,
One night afterward it seemed that the
wolnan could not live much longer. The
husband was not a professor of Chris-
tianity. But the nurse went into the
adjoining room, and talked with him
about his wife’s condition. She said, “ It
seems that there is no human possibility
of your wife’s recovering, and it seems
to me as if the end is very near. I
feel sure that God would be pleased to
have us seek him earnestly that she may
be relieved from this awful suffering.”
The man was hroken down. He wept
and prayed, asking God-to relieve his
dear wife from her suffering.

The next thing they went into the
room, and clouds of darkness seemed to
shut them in so as to envelop every-
thing., The mother, who was a Catholie,
was by the side of the bed, counting her
beads. A number of other relatives
were present, Two brothers had had
trouble, and had not spoken -to each
other for nearly two years. The sick
woman called her husband by pame,
and said, “It seems as if the/clouds
of darkness are shutting in upen us. I
can not understand it. The Lord has
heen so good to us. We must pray.”
And they did pray. She asked her hus-
band if he would sing *“ What a Friend
We Have in Jesus; ” and the nurse said
that the man sat in his chair, the tears
running over his cheeks, and sang that
blessed song over and over. He then
took those two brothers, one by each
hand, and led them around to the side
of the bed, and placed their hands to-
gether, and they were reconciled. The
nurse came home early in the morning,
with her face shining. She said, “I
never was in such a place in my life.
The presence of God came in, and just
literally filled the room.”

(Concluded in next issue.)

“ A cOPPER cent passes for more than
a counterfeit dollar., Coenduct is the
great profession; behavior is perpetu-
ally revealing us; what a man does
tells us what he is.”

“DrePER than chords that search the
soul and die,
Mocking to ashes color’s hot array,
Closer than touch, within our hearts
they lie—
The words we do not say.”
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