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EARLY MINISTRY.

ROM the wilderness, Christ returned to

the Jordan, where John the Baptist
was preaching. At that time men sent by
the rulers at Jerusalem were
questioning John as to his au-
thority for teaching and baptiz-
ing the people.

They asked if he was the
Messiah, or Elijah, or *¢that
prophet,” meaning Moses. To
all this he answered, “I am
not.” Then they asked : —

“ Who art thou? that we may
give an answer to them that
sent us.”’

He said, “I am the voice of
one crying in the ‘wilderness,
Make straight the way of the
Lord, as said the prophet
Esaias.”’ John 1: 22, 23.

In old times when a king had
to travel from one part of his
country to another, men were
sent ahead of his chariot to pre-
pare the roads.

They had to cut down trees,
gather out the stones, and fill
up the hollows,.so that the way
would be clear for the king.

So whén Jesus, the heavenly
King, was coming, John the
Baptist was sent to prepare the
way by telling the people, and
calling -on them to repent of
their sins.

As John answered the mes-
sengers from Jerusalem, he saw Jesus
standing on the river bank. His face
lighted up, and stretching out his hands,

-he said :—

“There standeth one among you, whom

‘ye know not, He it is, who coming after

me is preferred before me, whose shoes
lachet I am not worthy to unloose.” John
I:26, 27. '

The people were greatly moved. The
Messiah was among them! They looked
about eagerly to find the one of whom Johun
had spoken. But Jesus had mingled with
the multitude, and was lost to sight.

The next day John again saw Jesus, and,
pointing to Him, cried : “Behold the Lamb

Chrsit and the Woman of Samaria.

of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world !’ '

Then John told of the sign that had been
seen at Christ’s baptism. “I saw, and bare
record,” he added, ¢ that this is the Son of
God.” John 1:29, 34.

With awe and wonder the hearers looked
upon Jesus. - They questioned with them-
selves, Is this the Christ?

They saw that Jesus bore no tokens of
worldly wealth or greatness. His clothmg
was plain and simple, such as poor people
wore. But in His pale, worn face was
something that moved their hearts.

In that face they read dignity and
power; and every glance of the eye, every
feature of the countenance,
spoke of divine compassionand
unutterable love.

.But the messengers from
Jerusalem were not drawn to
the Saviour. John had not said
that which they desired to hear.
They expected the Messiah to
come as a great conquerer.
They saw that this was not the
mission of Jesus, and in disap-
pointment they turned from
Him.

The next day John again saw
+Jesus, and again he cried, “ Be-
hold the Lamb of God!” Two
of John's disciples weie stand-
ing near, and they followed
Jesus. They listened to His
teaching, and became His dis-
ciples. One of the two was
Andr(;w, the other John.

Andrew soon brought to
Jesus his .own brother, Simon,
whom Christ named Peter.
The next day, on the way to
Galilee, Christ called another
disciple;, Philip. As soon as
Philip found the Saviour, he
brought his friend Nathaniel.

In this way Christ’s great
work on earth was begun. One
by one He called His disciples,
and one brought his brother, another his
friend. This is what every follower ot
Christ is to do. As soon as he himself
knows Jesus, he is to tell others what a
precious Friend he has found. This is a
work that all can do, whether young or old.
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At Cana in Galilee, Christ, with his dis-
ciples, attended a marriage feast. TFor the
~ happiness of this household gathering, His
wonderful power was put forth.

It was the custom in that country to use
wine on such occasions. Before the feast

was ended, the supply of wine had failed.

The Water 'Made Wine.

The lack of wine at a feast would be
thought to show a want of hospitality, and
this was regarded as a great disgrace.

Christ was told of what had happened,
and He bade the servants fill six large
stone jars with water. Then He said,
“Draw out now, and bear unto the gov-
ernor of the feast”’ John 2:8.

Instead of water, there came forth wine.
This wine was much better than that which
had been served before,’and there was
enough for all.

‘After working the miracle, Jesus quietly
went away. Not till He had gone, did the
guests know of the work He had done.

Christ's gift to the marriage feast was a
symbol. The water represented baptism,
and . the wine His blood, that was to be
shed for the world.

The "wine which Jesus made was not
fermented liquor. Such wine is a cause of
drunkenness and many great evils, and God
had forbidden its use. He says, “ Wine is
a mocker, strong drink is raging; and
whosoever is deceived thereby is not

wise.”” ‘It biteth like a serpent, and
stingeth like an adder.”” Proverbs zo:1;
23 32.

The wine used at the feast was the pure,
sweet juice of the grape. It was like that
which the prophet Isaiah calls ““the new
wine in the cluster;” and he
says, “ A blessing isin it.” Isaiah 65 : 3.

By going to the marriage feast, Christ

. around.

showed that it is right to meet together in
this pleasant way. He liked to see people
happy. Often He visited them in their
homes, and tried to have them forget their
cates and their troubles, and think of
God’s goodness and His love. Wherever
He might be, Christ was always trying to
do this. Wherever a heart was open to
receive the divine message, He unfolded
the truths of the way of salvation.

One day, as He was passing through the

country of Samaria, He
The Woman Y ’
. sat down by a well to
of Samaria

rest., When a woman
came to draw water, He asked her for a
drink.

The woman wondered at this, for she
knew how the Jews hdted the Samaritans.
But Christ told her that if she would ask
of Him, He would give her living water.
At this she wondered the more. Then
Jesus said to her:—

“ Whosoever drinketh of this water shall
thirst again; but whosoever drinketh of
the water that I shall
give him shall never
thirst ; but the water that I shall give him
shall be in him a well of water springing
up into. everlasting life.”” John 4:13, 14.
By the living water in meant the Holy
Spirit. As a thirsty traveler needs water to

Living Water

.drink, so do we need God’s Spirit in our
~ hearts.

He who drinks of this water shall
never thirst.

The Holy Spirit brings God’s love into
our hearts. It satisfies our longings, so
that the riches and honors and pleasures
of this world do not attract us.

And it fills us
with such joy that
we want others to
have it too. It
will be in us like
a spring of water,
that flows out in
blessing to all

And every one
in whom God’s
Spirit dwells, will
live for ever with
Christ in His
kingdom. Re-
ceived into the
heart by faith, it
is the beginning of the eternal life.

This precious blessing Christ told the
woman He would give her if she asked for
it.  So He will give it to us.

This woman had broken God’s com-
mandments, and Christ showed her that
He knew the sins of her life. But He
showed, too, that He was her friend, that
He loved and pitied her, and that if she

In the Synagogue at Nazareth.
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was w11hng to forsake her sins, God would
receive her as His child,

How glad she was to know this " In her
joy she hurried away to the town near by,
and called the people to come and see
Jesus.

So they came to the well, and asked Him
to stay with them. He remained two days,
and taught them, and many listened to His
words. - They repented of their sins, and
believed on Him as their Saviour.

During His ministry, Jesus twice visited -

. His old home at Nazar-

gclazulsiat His: eth. At the first visit He

Ome - - ent to the syhagogue on

the Sabbath day.  "Here He read from

Isaiah’s prophecy about the work of the

Messiah,—how He was to preach good

tidings to the poor, to comfort the sorrow-

ing, to give sight to 'the blind, and to heal
those that were bruised.

Then He told the people that all this
was fulfilled that day. This was the work
that He Himself was doing. .

At these words the hearers were filled
with joy. They believed that Jesus was
the promised Saviour. Their hearts were
moved upon by the Holy Spirit, and they
responded with fervent amens and praises
to the Lord.

Then they remembered how Jesus had
lived among them as a carpenter. Often
they had seen Him working in the shop
with Joseph. Though-in His whole life
there had been only deeds of love and
mercy, they would not believe that He
was the Messiah.

By such thoughts as these they opened
the way for Satan to control
their minds. Then they were
filled with wrath against the
»Saviour. They cried out against

Him, and determined to take His life.

They hurried Him away, meaning to
throw Him over the steep side of a hill.
But holy angels. were near to protect Him.
He passed safely through the crowd, and
was not to be found.

The next time He came to Nazareth, the
people were no more ready to receive
Him. He went away, never to return,
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Christ worked for those who wanted His
help, and all through the couptry the peo-
ple flocked about Him. As He healed and
. taught them, there was great rejoicing.
Heaven seemed to come down to the
earth, and they feasted upon the grace of
a meérciful Saviour. -

l T

(a  Rigbteoustiess Tmparted <

By William Covert.
NLY the righteousness of Christ in the
heart will keep us in the path of obe-

) dience. Solomon says
The, :.Pa'th of that ‘the righteousness
Obedience -

of the perfect shall direct
his way” (Prov. 11:5), and again,

in a beautiful picture by the prophet’s pen:
o ‘1 will greatly rejoice in the
Rejoicing Lord, my soul shall be joyful
. God . 2 y ] y
n in my God; for He hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation,
He hath covered me with the robe of right-
eousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself
with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth
herself with her jewels.” Isa. 61:10. This
is what John calls the righteousness of
saints, in which all were arrayed whom in
vision he beheld at the marriage supper of
the Lamb. Rev. 19:7, 8. Not one of all

‘that vast multitude will wear a robe fuar-

nished by himself. This lesson is made to
conform to the custom of the Eastern mar-
riage. FEach guest was prepared with ap-
parel made for him by the bridegroom or
his father. So at the marriage supper of
Christ all guests will wear the furnished
garments of salvation, made pure and white
in His own blood.

Dear reader, let me ask you if you are
trusting in your own righteousness. If so,

. you will be speechless when
Will ,2Y°u the King comes in to see the
C,ome ) guests. All things are ready,

and the robe will be freely given you; every- '
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= Dot Swift But Sure

¢
’-[?{ERE is nothing of hurry about the
procedure of the Lord ;' said the
late C. H. Spurgeon,

“It may seem that the chariots of His
gracearelongin coming. Itisbynomeans
an unusual circumstance for the saints to be
heard crying, “O Lord howlong? Itiswrit-
ten ‘ The glory of the Lord shall be thy rear-
ward.” Isa. 58:8. Now the guard of the
rear comes up last, but it does come. ~God
may sometimes make us wait; but we shall
see in the end that- He is as surely -the
Omega as the Alpha of His people’s salva-
tion. Thomas Brooks reminds us that the
mercies of God-are not styled the szif# but
‘the sure mercies of David.’ Let us never

“distrust Him, but, though the vision tartys
let us wait for it; because it will surely
come, it will not tarry. See¢Hab. 2 :3.-

“There once sailed from the port of-
London a vessel, which the: awper called
the Swift-sure, because he hopedit would
prove both safe and speedy. Truly this
is'a fit name for the Lord’s mercy ; it is-

" both swift.and sure. ‘David may
W not have said so" in the-text: which

¢« Righteousness keepeth him that is |
upright in the way.” (Prov. 13:6).
Thus we see that righteousness is
‘not only imputed, but by faith it is

knowledge; and thongh 1T

PAUL’S LESSON ON LOVE.

TOUGH I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and-have not
charity, 1 am become as sounding brass, or a tinkhng cymbal. And
% though I have the g4/t of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all

Rave all faith, so that I could remove mountains,

Brooks quotes, but he often said as
much and even more in cthers.
Did he not say, “He rode upon

also imparted, to the children of
God. This is why Paul could say
that if any man is in Christ, he is

and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods
to feed the poor, and though 1 give my body to be burned, and have not
charity, it profiteth me nothing.

Charity suffereth long, azd is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunt-
eth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not
her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity,

a cherub, and did fly ; yea, He did
fly upon the wings of the wind’’ ?
_The Lord is not slow to hear the
He has a set

a new creature. 2 Cor. 5:17. It
is litérally true as far as the mind
and the will of one in Christ is con-
Christ will through faith
control the mind. If this is not
done, our works will be sin. In
order -to be accepted, our works

cerned.

thought as a child: but when

in part; but then shall I know even as also
faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.—s
Corinthians X111,

but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth
all things, endureth all things
Charity never faileth: but whether #kere be prophecies, they shall fail;
whether #kere be tongues, they shall cease; whether ¢here be knowledge,
it shall vanish away.
But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be
done away. :
‘When I was a child, I SFake as a child, I understood asachild, I *
became a man, I put away childish things.
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know
And now abideth

Tor we know m part, and we prophesy in

I am known.

cries of His people.
time to favor Zion, and ‘when that
set time is come, there will be no
delay.

“The date for its fulfillment is an
important part of a promise. The
Lord is prompt to the moment in
carrying out His gracious engage-

art.

must be wrought in God. Jesus dem
does not take the past of our char-
acter or life and cut out the soiled and
filthy parts, and then fill up the rents and
heal up the scars, and in this way patch
up an old life in order to justify the
yentent believer and make him righteous,
byt He renews it all. He takes the old
afl away, as something' wholly offensive
and utterly unfit to be repaired. The
filthy rags of man’s own righteousness are
removed. Jesus washes him with His own
blood in that fountain that has been
opened to the house of David for sin
and uncleaness. This places upon him
that change of raiment that the king in
the parable of our Saviour prepares for
those guests who are invited to partake of
the supper at the marriage of his son.
Matt. 22:11-13.

The putting on of these garments is given

UL U e

thing has been done that infinite love can
do. God’sword, His Spirit, and the bride
invite you. A bright home, eternal life,
infinite joy, and the dear Saviour all are
calling you, Will you come?
B
It requires no great skill or wisdom to
criticise. True genius is constructive not
distructive. Do not be content to find
fault with what others have done .or are
doing. Do something yourself.
¥ ¥ ¥
License is not liberty. The sinner is
not free but in bondage. Only in obedi-
ence is true liberty found. “I walk at lib-
erty,” says the psalmist, ‘“for I seek thy

precepts.”
¥ ¥ v

No man can be true to himself while
false to others. i

ments. The Lord had threatened to

destroy the world with a flood, but He
waited the full time of respite until Noah
had entered the ark ; and then, on the self-
same day, the fountains of the great deep
were broken up. He had declared that
Israel should come out of Egypt, and it
was so: ‘And it came to pass at the end
of the four hundred and thirty years, even
the selfsame day it came to pass, that all
the hosts of the Lord went out from the
land of Egypt.” Ex. 12:41. According
to Daniel, the Lord numbers the years of
His promise, and counts the weeks of ‘His
waiting, As for the greatest promise of all,
namely, the sending of His Son from
heaven, the Lord was not behindhand in
that great gift, ‘but when the fullness of
the time was come, God sent forth His
Son.” Beyond all question, the Lord our
God keeps His word to the moment.”
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“‘T{E heavens declare the glory of
God; the firmament showeth his
handiwork,” says the psalmist. And this
revelation of the divine Being all may read.
But how many are there who ever give
these things more than a passing thought?
The beauty and glory all around us are so
common that we fail to see God in His
works. ’

.This is not as it ought to be, nor is it as
.God designed it to be, Itis sin that ‘““has
darkened all the mind, and veiled the
heavenly light,” so that men do not see
God in His works.

“For the invisible things of Him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen,
‘being understood by the things that are
made, even His eternal power and God-
head ; so that they are without excuse.”

This is a wonderful world. We are con-
.stantly surrounded by things that are truly
marvelous and which human wisdom is ata
loss to. explain. 4/ these things should
-lead .our minds up'to God.

How does the grass grow? Why does
one seed produce corn, another wheat, an-
other oats, etc.? Why does the giant oak
produce the tiny acorn, while upon the
insignificant vine grows the mammoth
pumpkin —who ordered it so?

" The plants all grow from the earth.
Why are they not all just alike? How is
it that one takes from the soil and air cer-
tain elements, while another takes some-
thing else? How does the plant discrimi-
nate and take only that which it requires
to produce certain results?

One flower is white, another red, another
orange, another pink, another blue, etc.,
and often several colors are seen in the same
flower and even in the same petal; why is
this? Who thus delicately and in perfect
taste paints the rose, the violet, the honey-
suckle ? ‘

A Christian worker in New York City
called on a very poor woman who lived
in an attic. Growing in a broken saucer
in the window of the poor room was a
.strawberry plant in bloom. Observing the
plant the visitor said, “Your strawberry
‘blossom will soon turn from flower to fruit
and you will enjoy its sweetness after wait-
ing so long.” O, sir,”’ replied the woman
“it is not for the fruit that I keep it, but

it is the only living thing that I can keep,

- and by its daily growth it reminds me that

God is near.”’

Oh that every one had the same beauti-
ful faith of this poor woman who cherished
the humble strawberry plant ‘because it re-
minded her of God’s presence! If men
would think more about these things, and
think in the right way, their minds would
be led up to Him “who created all things
by Jesus Christ.”” Ephesians 3:9.

THE GOSPEL HERALD.

SiN is the wrong use of God-given
powers or opportunities. Had man a

. single faculty or opportunity, not a gift

from heaven, he might innocently use it as
he would. But since all that we have is a
gift from God we are under sacred obliga-
tions to use all that we have and are to His
glory.
L4 ¥ w -

“What shall a man give in exchange for

his soul ?”
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HEN God created this earth and-

placed man upon it, it was in pursu~
ance of His divine purpose to fill it with
free moral agents, loyal to their Creator.

_“TFor thus saith the Lord that created the

heavens; God Himself that formed the
earth and made it; He hath established it,
He created it not in vain, He formed it to
be inhabited : T am the Lord ; and there is
none else.”’ Isa. 45;18.

The divine plan necessarily involved

human probation; and so when God had.

created the world and fitted it for human
habitation, He created man also and gave
him dominion over the earth. Gen. 1:
16-28. says: “And God said, Let Us make
man in Our image, after Our likeness ; and
let them have dominion over the fish of
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth, So God created man in
His own image, in the image of God

“created He him; male and female cre-

ated He them. And God blessed them,
and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and sub-
due it; and have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and fowl of theair, and over
every living thing that moveth upon the
earth.”
This dominion was, of course, to. be ex-
. ercised subject to the
The,Pnnce of will of 'GO(Ji,' the earth
this world was, SO to speak, to be
simply one of the States of the universe.
But Adam lost his dominion by sin, and
this not in the sense that it reverted to
God, from whom he received it, but in the
sense that by his own act man exchanged
the service of God for theservice of Satan,
and both himself and his dominion passed
to the arch enemy, by whom he had been
overthrown. “For of whom a man is over-
come, of the sameis he broughtin bondage,”
says the inspired word. 2 Peter 2:19.
And again: “Knowyenot,thatto whom ye
yield yourselves servants to obey, his serv-

ants yeare to whom ye obey ?’ Rom. 6: 16.
Satan is, by our Lord Himself, three times
called “the prince of this world.” John
12:31; 14:30; 16:11. :

That the earth will be finallv taken from
Satan was foretold in the curse pronounced
by the Lord upon the serpent: “I will put
enmity between thee and the woman, and

- between thy seed and her seed; it shall

bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel.” 'This seed was Christ; for He is
mentioned repeatedly in the promise to
Abraham (Gen. 12:7; 13 : 135, etc.), and in
Gal. 3:16 we read : “Now to Abraham and
his seed were the promises made. He
saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but
as of one, And to thy seed, which is
Christ.” - :
The promise made to Abraham was a
promise of this earth. So faras the record

- in Genesis goes, it might b
The world goes, 1t might be

. understood to apply only
for Christ to the land of Canaan ; but

in Romans 4:13 we have this testimony:
“For the promise, that he should be heir
of the world was not to Abraham, or his
seed, through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith.” This inspired
commentary upon the Mosaic record is too
plain to be mistaken. Coupled with the
text already quoted from Galatians, it
means that the world was promised to
Abraham through Christ. “And if ye he,
Christ’s,” says the apostle, “then are Y
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according t
the promise.”” Gal. 3:29. So that the
destruction of Satan’s power and the estab-
lishment of the everlasting kingdom of
God in the earth is a matter of vital in-
terest to every child of God by faith in
Christ. .

But Satan’s unsurped dominion will not
be wrested from him until by the preach-
' ing of the gospel.a
sufficient  number of
thesons and daughters
of Adam to people the world have been
persuaded to return to allegiance to their

God wants
willing service
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Creator. God will have a willing service.
It is “'the willing and obedient, that shall
eat the good of the land.” God is now
-visiting the nations “#o fake out of them a
people: for His name” When this work
shall have been accomplished, then, and
not till then, will Christ receive at His
Father's hands the kmgdom, and come,
crowned ¢ King of kings, and Lord of
lords.” .
¥ ¥ W

Tempted As-We Are.

NE of the most precious texts in all the

Bi‘bl(e is Heb. 4:15:
high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was
in all points tempted like as we are yet
without sin.”

" This is the same as saying that we have
an high priest who is touched with the
feeling of our “infirmities. Of the Isra-
elites. in the wilderness it is written:
“In all their afflictions He was afflicted ;”
and He identifies Himself even more

. .closely with His people now than He did
then,

Do you ask -how it is possmle for the
Sakut to be touched zodv with the feeling
of our infirmities? For answer go to the
mothet bendmg low over the couch of her
suffering child. You know she feels every
-pang that racks its little body. “And just
as shé-is touched with the feeling of the in-
firmities of her child so our Saviour is
touched with the feeling of the infirmities
of His chlidren. ‘

“Behold, I stand at the door; and knock,”
says the Saviour: “if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in
to him, and will sup ‘with him, and he with
Me.” .

- He sups with us, is touched with the
feeling of ,our infirmities, shares our sor-
rows, feels our pains. And we sup with
Him, being made through Him partakers
of the divine nature, “Accotding as His
divine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through
the knowledge of Him that called us to
-glory and virtue: whereby are given unto
us exceeding great and precious promises:
that by these ye might be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corrup-
tion that is in the world through lust.”
2 Peter 1:3, 4

“O the depth of the riches both of the

wisdom and knowledge of God ! how un-

searchable are His judgments, and His ways -

‘past finding. out ”
¥ @ \:?

Ourt of Christ the sinner is Satan’s slave ;
after his conversion to Christ, he is the
Lord's freeman, “I walk at liberty,” says
‘tbe psalmist, ‘“for I seek thy precepts.”

“We havenot an-

] KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED.”

!OU> ask me how I gave my heart to Christ?’

I do not know.
There came a yearning for Him in my soul
So long ago; .
I found earth’s flowers would fade and die;
I wept for something that would satisfy;
And then—and then soniehow I seemed to dare
To lift my broken heari to Him in prayer.
I do not know—
I cannot tell you—how ;
I only know
He is my Saviour now,

You ask me when I gave my heart to Christ?
" T cannot tell.
The day, or just the hour, I do not now =~
Remember well. ‘
It must have been when I was all alone
The light of His forgiving Spirit shone
Into my heart, so clouded o’er with sin;
I think—1I think ’twas then I let Him in.
I do not know—
I cannot tell you—when;
I only know
He is so-dear since then,

HAT the Lord Jesus Christ is coming

to this world again in like manner as

He went away is too plainly taught in
the Bible to admit of doubt on the
part of any Christian. See Acts 1:9-11.

The purpose of the Lord’s second
coming is to take his people to Himself.
John 14:1-3. He will raise to eternal
life, the righteous dead and change to im-
mortality the righteous living. 1 Cor. 15:
51, 52. In short, ‘unto them that look for
Him, shall He appear the second time with”
out sinunto salvation,” Heb. g 28.

The facts are beyond controversey. The
part of the subject not so fully understood
is, Can we know anything about our Lord’s
coming, except the glorious truth that He
will come?

Let us see.
these words:

““But of the times and the seasons, brethren,
ye.have no need that I write unto you.

For yourselves know perfectly that the day
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night,

For when they shall say, Peace and saftey;
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with chlld ; and they
shall not escape.

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that
that day should overtake you as a thief.”

God’s people will not be overtaken by
that day as by athief. They will be watch-
ing and will not be in darkness,

In Hissecond letter to the Thessalonians
(Chap. 2:1-5) Paul told them that they
need not expect the coming of the Lord in
their' day. Hereferred them to the coming
of the “man of sin,” fulfilled later in the

_In 1 Thess. 5:1-4 we read

rise and reign of the papal power, and ~

told them that Christ would not come
until that wicked powerhad done its work.

But more important even than these testi-
monies are the words spoken by our Lord
Himself to His disciples, and recorded in
Matt. 24: 33: “When ye shall see all these
things, know that it [margin, He] is near,
even at the doors.”

These text make it very clear that before

the Lord comes a message will go forth to
prepare the people for His coming ,similar
to the message that John the Baptist
preached calling upon the church of that
day to prepare for.our Lord’s first advent.

This is clearly implied in 2 Peter 3: 3, 4:
“There shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, and saying,
Where is the promise of His coming ? for
§ince the fathers fell asleep, all things con-
tinue as they were from the begmmng of
the creation.’ -

Men would never talk in this" way if
some were not saying that the Lord is com-
ing. The same may be said of 1 Thess.
5:1-5. Some cry peaceand saftey, because
others are sounding an alarm.

As God’s word has been fulfilled in the
past so it will be in the future. In Zech.
9:9 we read this prophecy of Christ’s
entry into Jerusalem:

“‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion ; shout,
O daughter of Jerusalem: behold,. thy ng
cometh unto thee: he is just, and havmg salva-
tion ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon
a colt the foal of an ass.”

When this was fulfilled “some of the
Pharisees from among the multitude said
unto Him, Master, rebuke thy .disciples.
And He answered and said. unto them, I
tell you that if these should hold their
peace, the stones would immediately cry
out.”” Luke 19: 39, 40.

The prophecies which speak of the
second advent and of the warning message
which immediately preceeds it and just as
plain asany prophecy even written concern-
g the first advent. In Joel 2:1 we read :

‘“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an
alarm in my holy mountain : let all the inhabi-
tants of the land tremble: for the day of LorRD
cometh, for it is nigh at hand.”

The question, “Can we know ?”’ must be
answered in the affirmative, and not only
s0, but while the people of God will not
know the day nor the hour of their Lord’s
return they will know when ¢ He is near
even at the doors.” :
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Mearly Wrecked by a Rivet.

A SIGNIFICANT story is told by a New
York agent who has just returned from
*South America. He was on board a
steamer that ‘was new and. apparently
sound. Yet during the voyage she filled
rapidly with water, and it was only by the
greatest exertions that she reached the
harbor of Callao. When the ship went into
the dock and was examined, it was found
that-one of the plates about the center had
worn through. Further investigation dem-
onstrated that the damage had been done
by a little copper rivet, which had been

OME time ago I received from a friend
in a distant place a few fragrant violets.
What a wealth of power and beauty is

wrapped in these little blossoms !

It is the power of God’s love in the
flowers, that draws us to them, for to see
them is to desire them. And when we
possess them, they shower 'us with blessings
'in sweet odors and fresh beauty, which we
were unable to see when first attracted to
Thets~ And the more closely we look, the
more wond'e‘fous‘\ the beauty we behold,
until we become changed, as we desire to
be more like them,

Some, in their endeavor to search out
the depths of beauty, construction and
power of theselittle manifestations of God’s
love, sever them piece by piece, even prob-
ing to their very heart; but who can find
out the heights or depths of the unsearch-
able riches of Christ, even in a tiny flower?

- Yet, even by this process some are led to
the great Fountain-Head of love; while
others see but the torn remains of that
which was perfect, and while it once had
power to attract, is now trampled with in-
difference or contempt beneath their feet.

Christ is the Heavenly flower, “The
lily of the valley,” “the chiefest among
ten thousand,” and “altogether lovely.”
If we look. at Him, He will draw us to
Himself, we will then desire Him, and He
will adorn us with His own character, if we
wish to be like Him. “For in Him dwell-
eth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”
The closer we look the more we shall see

of His beauty, and by beholding we shall

become changed, “for we shall see Him as
He is.”
As we ‘take the life of this heavenly
flower, wearing it in our hearts, we are filled
* to over-flowing with its fragrance, which,
going out to others, attracts them, being in
us a sweet smelling savor of Christ.

~ A l:csson from the Flowers/ a

By F. H. Schramm.

accidentally left in the bottom, and had
rolled back and forth over the same spot
so often and so long that the iron plate
had been worn thin, and the pressure of
the water had broken through. This is
only another proof that a very small cause
méy lead to a very great disaster. That
fact is often forgotten when men wonder
at a life being wrecked for time and eter-
nity. They do not remember that a sin,
considered trivial, may do it.

“Whosoever shall keep the whole law,
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of
all.””  James 2:10.— Christian Herald.

Many, trying to look into the mysteri-
ous depths of this wonderful flower, are
filled with the sweetness of its life; that
which. they would have failed to see in the
perfect flower they now see in the bruised,

“torn and lifeless blossom.

Others, tossing the heavenly gift aside,
adorn themselves with flowers and odors
of their own manufacture, which time will

~ destroy, failing to see that in the rejected

flgwer is life everlasting, and that its seed’

"¢ in its self” 1In giving its life it’brings

forth many more beautiful blossoms, and
these heaven-born flowers, “created anew

~in Christ Jesus,” are true witnesses of the

first. flower which died to give them life.
And shall they not give their lives that
others may-live?. Verily, for if we seek to
save our life we shall lose it.

“Hereby perceive we the love of God,

because He laid down His life for us, and we-

ought to lay down our lives for-the breth-
ren.””  “He that saith he abideth in Him,
ought himself also so to walk, even as He
walked.”” May we see His great love for
‘us as manifested in all His works.
¥ ¥ ¥

“SincE the lofty spurt of the Beaumont
oil gusher, numerous other alleged oleag-
inous discoveries have been made,”’ re-
marks the American, and continues: “The
whole earth appears to be growing greasy.”
And why may it not be really so? ¢ By
the word of God the heavens were of old,
and the earth standing out of the water
and in the water: whereby the world that
then was, being overflowed with water,
perished: but the heavens and the earth,
which are now, by the same word are kept
in store, reserved unto fire against the day

of judgment and perdition of ungodly

men,” 2 Peter 3:5-7.
v ¥ ¥
By beholding we become changed.
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@Gertie _Grabam’s @onversion,

““T WONDER if Jesus would love me?
I would so like to have some one to
love, now little Willie is dying. When he
is gone, I will be left alone, but surely this
Jesus that the rich folks here love would
never look at a ragged little girl like me.”
These were the thoughts of Gertie Gra-
ham, a little newsgirl, as she sat in a revi-
val meeting one cold November évening,

. and heard the evangelist preach to children

from the text, “Suffer little children to
come unto Me, and forbid them not; for
of such is the Kingdom of God.” He told
them that Jesus wanted every little girl and -
boy, no matter whether they were beauti-
ful or homely, rich or poor. He wanted
all to love and serve Him. For this reason
He had left His home in Paradise and had
come down here and died on the cross for
us that we might dwell with Him forever.
Gertie devoured every word he uttered,

‘and she could hardly believe that anyone

could have loved us enough to have died
forus—¢“ surely not for-a little newsgirl.”
But did not the evangelist say He died for
the poor as well as the rich, for the homely

‘as well as the beautiful? And surely he

must mean her, as she was not rich, and
often the bad boys made her cry by calling
her “red-headed woodpecker.”

At last the evangelist had finished ex-
horting and pleading, and was now inviting
the children to go forward and seek the
“best Friend in the world,” to use his own
words. .

Gertie hesitated a moment; but a kind
lady, sitting near by, had been watching her
earnest little face during the entire service.
She had seen the different emotions chas-
ing each other in rapid succesion across
her countenance, and she knew a great war
had commenced in that tiny soul. She -
now stooped and encouraged the little one
to go forward.

“But, ma’am, do you think Jesus would
want a freckled faced, red-headed little girl
like me?”

“Yes, dear, He does not look whether
you wear good clothes, or are pretty —but
He does look at your heart, and He wants
that wholly for Himself.”

«But if I go up there, what shall I say
to Jesus?” (Thelittle girl had never been
taught to pray; her parents being slaves to
the terrible habit of intemperance.) )

The lady looked surprised for a moment,
and then said, with a sweet smile :—

“ Just tell Jesus that you heard He loved
little girls, and that you want to give Him
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your heart. Then ask Him to forgive you
for every naughty thing you have ever
done in your whole life, and make you a
good little girl, even one of His own
children.”’

“And is that all I have to say? and do
you really think Jesus would love me?"’

“Yes, dear; He loves every little girl
and boy. That is why He said, ¢Suffer
little children to come unto Me.”

Little Gertie sprang to her feet and
almost ran forward, carrying a bundle of
evening papers under one arm.

In a few moments the evangelist knelt
down at her side, and'inquired if she had
found Jesus. ¢ Oh, yes,” she replied, “and
He makes me feel so happy away down in
my heart. I never felt so happy in my
whole life before, and I am eight years old

now.”’ — Revivalist.

¥ Following a Will-o’-the-Wisp.

J

HIS is one of the names popularly ap-
plied to. the ig-nis-fat-u-us, a “light
that appears, in the night, over marshy
grounds, supposed to be occasioned by the
- decomposition of animal or vegetable sub-
stances, or by some inflamable gas.”’

Jack-a-lantern is another name
applied to"the same phenometion.

It is said that men have been
lured into swampy places and have
even lost their lives following such
lights ; hence each of the names
given has come to be used to
signify something unreal or mis-
leading.

To say that one is chasing a
will-o™~the-wisp, an zgnis-fatuus, or
a jack-a-lantern, is to say that he
is indulging false hopes, that he is
visionary, etc.

Tgnis-fatuus is a Latin word, or
rather a compound of two Latin
words, Zgnis meaning fire, and
Jatuus, signifying foolish. Zgnis-
Satuus, means, therefore, fools’ fire.

A'great many people in this
world spend their whole lives fol-

- lowing fools fire.

In Isaiah 55 : 2 the Lord speatks
of this principle but using another
figure to make it plain, He says: ‘¢ Where-
fore [or why] do ye spend money jor that
which is not bread ? and your labor for that
which satisfieth not 2"’

Satan tempts to sin by making some evil
thing appear very attractive, but the ex-
‘pected pleasure is never realized. The
promised happiness is like the will-o’-the-
wisp or the end of the rainbow, always just
beyond one’s reach, and at last the sinner
finds that “the wages of sin is death.”

But the Lord Jesus came into this world
that every one might have that which is
real. “I am come,”’ says the Saviour,
“that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly.”” ¢ For
God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have ever-

lasting life.”  John 3:16. “And the Spirit
and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that
is athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely.” Revela-

.tion 22 : 17.

Be a Missionary at Home.

FTER an enthusiastic missionary meet-

ing a young lady went to the
speaker and told him that she would like
to become a missionary. ILooking at her
earnestly, the missionary said:
“I suppose you have been working in
the Sabbath-school, and seeking to win the
scholars there for Christ?’’

“No,” answered the young lady, “1

never felt called to teach children. I am
not suited to them.”

“Well,”” said the missionary, ‘perhaps
you have been helping in mothers’ meeting,
and trying to bring those at home to
Jesus?”

“No,” answered the young lady, “I can-

not say that I have done any of this work,

5 )
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Dbut if I went abroad I might be able to

begin there.”

 Believe me, my dear young lady, if you
cannot work for Christ at home, you will
not find it easier to do abroad. We want
as missionaries those who have proved
‘themselves’ soldiers of the Lord Jesus.”

Scotsmen.
@ @ @

One Step at a Time,

TrE cause of much distressin the Chris-
tian way is the fact that so many not only
have on them the burdens of the present,
but also the burdens of yesterday and the
anticipated burdens of to-morrow. Is
that best? We expect that the sinner will
have all these loads; the plaguing memory
of misdeeds past, and the forebodings of
the final outcome, to pack themselves on
top of the burden he must carry to-day.

- "T'hat is to be expected.

But is it right for the Chrlstlan
to bear such added loads? The
burdens of yesterday, where are
they? Taken up in the strength
and grace of God, borne by His
help, discharged for His glory. and
laid now at His feet.

And this bright vmorning as the
Christian awakes, he is thanking
God for the gracious mercies of
yesterday, for strength, for love,
for the deep purpose of good, for
victory, so that, mingled as if in
the deep undertones of the piano
which respond in full, exquisite
harmonies to the one clear note of
the voice, the voice of prayer for
to-day is set in the rich harmonies
of praise. The Sabbath song,

¢ Safely through another week

God has brought us on our way ;

Let us now a blessing seek,
Waiting in his courts to-day

becomes in reality the song of
every fresh day. Why strap on
our heavy hearts the burdens of yesterday,
and reach for those of to-morrow?

Is-it. not an act of ingratitude for the
mercy of yesterday and of distrust for the
grace of to-morrow? Isnotthe burden of
yesterday laid at the Master’s feet? We
are not sufficient, soul, we are not strong
enough, to bear the wholé burden of life at
once.—Central Christian Advocate.

L A
" THE purpose of the gospel is to save men
from sin,; and ‘““sin is the transgression of
the law” of God.
¥ ¥ ¥

Jesus CHRisT came to save Sinners, To
save a sinner is to set him free from the
service of sin. : :

¥ ¥ ¥

“Love is the fulfilling of the law.”
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“Tur carnal mind is enmity against God:
for it is not subject to the law of God
neither indeed can be.” Rom. 8:7.

' ¥ ¥ ¥ ‘

To save from sin is to 'save from viola-
tion of the law of God.
mitteth sin transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the law.”” 1

ohn 3:4.
! ¥ ¥ ¥

THE salvation which Jesus Christbringsis
not alone salvation from the penalty for sin

but salvation from the powér ofsin. “Thou -

shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save
His people from their sins.” Matt. 1: 21,
L . A 4

SoMmE trust in faith, some in works, and
some in faith and works; but what every
one needs is a faith z4as works. If sap is
_in the tree leaves, blossoms, and fruit will
be seen. Even so, if faith is in the heart
the life will be full of good works.

' v ¥ ¥

TrHe Lord requires no impossibilities;
‘therefore, what He commands we can per-
form by His grace; and His command is-a
pledge of the grace.

When the Saviour bade the man with the
withered hand to stretch it forth, His com-
mand was an implied promise that power
would be given him to obey. The poor
man’s faith laid hold upon this promise
and he was made whole.

¥ ¥ @

THE gospel is not'a scheme of pardon,
merely, but of righteousness and justice.

All have sinned. ¢ Therefore by the
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be jus-
tified in His sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin. But now the righteous-
aess of God without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by thelaw and the prophets;
‘even the righteousness of God which is by
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all
them that believe : for there is no differ-
ence. ” Rom. 3: 20-22.

To declare a man righteous who is not
such would be unjust; and the Lord

‘“ Whosoever com-

does not do this. He forgives the past
only that He may make the pardoned soul
righteous in deed and in truth; that his
life may be in harmony with the divine
law ; or as the appostle expresses it, ““ that
the righteousness of the law might be ful-
filled in us, who walk not after the flesh
but after the Spirit.”” Rom. 8: 4,

b
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Are you a subscriber to the GOSPEL
HERALD ?
subscription at once, We need your help.
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If not piease to send us your
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THE price of the GospeL HERALD now,
while we are issuing it monthly, is twenty-
five cents per year. We hope soon to issue
it weekly, and when this change shall have
been made, the subscription price will be
fifty cents per volume of fifty numbers,
All unexpired subscriptions for the monthly
will then be completed at the same rate,
one cent per copy.

¥ ¥ ¥

~ All persons having business with
the Southern Publishing Associa-
tion are requested to address their
correspondence to the Association
and not to any individual. Indi-
viduals may be absent, thus occa-
sioning delay. |
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TuerE is only one wdy whereby any
man can be free to do as he pleases, and
that is by pleasing to do right — by govern-
ing himself in harmony with the divine law.
To do this is to “know the truth” and
to be made free and kept free by the truth.
See John 8: 32.

Not to know and obey the truth is to be

subject to the worst form of bondage; for .

“ whosoever commiteth sin is the servant of
sin.”  John 8:34. ‘““Know ye not that to
whom ye yield yourself servants to obey,
His servants ye are to whom ye obey;
whether of sin unto death, or of ebedience
unto righteousness?” Rom. 8: 16,

¥ ¢ @ |
TuE purpose of the gospel is to save
men from sin and unite them to God.

God calls upon sinners to “cease to do
evil and learn to do well.”.

““Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a

new creature: old things are passed away ; be-
hold, all things are become new. And all things
are of God, who hath recontciled us to Himself
by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the minis-
try of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God did beseech you by us: we pray
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you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. *
2 Cor. 5:17-20.

It is not God who becomes reconciled to
man, but man to God. God is pleading
with the sinner to return to the Father’s
house. There is no enmity in His heart.
“ God is love.” )

LA A

THE excessively hot weather of this sum-
mer should make everyone think of the
time forseen by the seer of Patmos and de-
scribed in Rev. 16:8, 9:  ¢“ And the fourth
angel poured out his vial upon the sun;
and power was given unto him to scorch
men with fire, And men were scorched
with great heat, and blasphemed the name
of God, which hath power over these
plagues: and they repented not to give
Him glory.”

But we have the assurance that “he that
dwelleth in the secret place of the most
High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty.” ‘Ps. 9g1:1. And in that day
“the man Christ Jesus’’ “shall be as an
hiding place from the wind, and a covert
from the tempest; as rivers of water in a
dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in
a weary land.” Isa, 32:2.

LA R

RECENT tests of French submarine tor-
pedo boats proved so successful that the
French papers are boasting that England’s
naval supremacy has vanished. The British
press retorts that ih event of war between
the two powers the French fleet would very
soon be all submarine — meaning that it
would be at the bottom of the sea.

There is a strong under current of ill
feeling between England and France that
bodes- ill for the future. It is said that
France now feels strong enough not to en-
dure at the hands of England another
humilitation similar to the Fashoda in-
cident.

Such indications are in perfect accord
with what the Bible says about war in.the
last days. Men are talking of “ peace and
safety.”” The Lord warns of war and dis-
truction.

v v ¥

Discussing recent discoveries by ex-
plorers. in Egypt, the London Saturday
Review says: “'T'he lifting of the veil by
the explorers is showing us day by day
that we have all along been inclined to
believe too little, not too much. It should
give pause to our skepticism of traditions
which cannot be established, for the facts
which have now been brought to light
would have been facts none the less, though
they had never been proved.” All of which
is only saying in other-words that ¢“if we
believe not, yet He abideth faithful: He
cannot deny Himself.” ‘
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