
PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY 
	THE SOUTHERN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 	AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

lo CENTS A YEAR 
	

Entered at the Post Office at Nashville, Tennessee, as Second Class Matter 
	 24TH AVE., NEAR NEW BRIDGE ROAD 

Volume III Number 7 

  

TO THE FRIENDS OF THE COLORED WORK IN THE SOUTH 
By GEO . I - BUTLER, President Southern Union Conference 

• • 
Tails Leading naturally implies that there 

Are':'peopLeinterested in the progress of. the third 
angel4 message among the negro population. 
AccoidIn& to the United States census there 
must be At about three fourths of the colored 
Teople.,of 	United $tates in the nine states 

$putbetn, Union. Conference:.-_,.  
'LquiSlart4Mississfppi, Alabama, Georgia, nor-
ida, i\lOrth C4rokina, Soulh•CarOlina, Tennes- 
see, and Kentucky, They number upward .of 

Tillions, 'the vast bulk 8f this African 
racer 60 comprise nearly two fifths of the 
whole 'population of the states covered by the 
Southern Union Conference. 

The progress of our work among those of 
African descent is far behind in proportion to 
the work among the white people. The prog-
ress of the work .among the whites has been 
"far slower than in the North, for many' 
reasons but that among the colored people 
has been exceedingly slow. It has been mak-
ing;mbre rapid progress in recent years than 
previously, and among the agencies most Con-
ATICliC to its growth has been the Southern 
Missionary Society, which has made this work 
a specialty, largely confining its efforts to this 
tinfortunate race. 

The work has been much moj,...e.-advaned in 
the" state of Mississippi than in any other 
Southern state, and the reason for this.is  easy 
to see. The steamer, Morning, iStar, in which 
tlder J. E. White, and later W. 0. Palmer, 
hide their headquarters, Came down the Mis-
sissippi River. Its field of work was along the 
coast of Mississippi, and up some of the riv-
ers, like the Yazoo and others, and through 
the means of this instrumentality, quite a large 
number of colored people embraced the truth. 
This led,ito the commencement of schools, 
where there was a favorable opportunity for 
reaching the young colored children. These 
schools have ben a great success. Of course, 
the effort was comparatively weak in financial 
strength, and the task was a great one, as  

some of the white people were very much op-
posed to it, because it interfered with their•ar-
rangements for help somewhat. 

These people did not like to have those who 
were working for them observe the seventh-
day Sabbath, and .a complexity of difficulties 
hedged them about. But, the work _has gone 
on and increased. It was gound that in nearly 
every place where a colored school was es-
tablished a church of„ „  believing parents and 
others came out. In time a modest meeting. 
house was erected, and fhe result has been that 
the 'Mississippi Conference has in it not far 
from as many colored people as white people. 
Of course, the churches are separate, and the 
colored people have Paid some two fifths of 
the tithes, which 'support the laborers of the 
conference. this is very creditable, inasmuch, 
as most of the colored people are not possessed 
of a great amount of rneans, but it shows that 
they have a good degree of faithfulness in 
paying their tiThes. 

While we are making special efforts to se-
cure at least one good colored laborer for each 
state conference, and feel very hopeful that 
this will be accomplished in the near future, 
yet the work of the society.tnust not be minim-
ized or its influence decreased. The relations 
between the Missionary Society and the Union 
Conference are now closer than in the past, 
in some respects, the whole work of the soci-
ety having been moved up to the headquarters 
of the Southern Union Conference, at Nashville. 
The president of the Union Conference is; the 
chairman of the committee of the society, a4d 
efforts are being made to make this depart-
ment of the Union Conference as strong as 
possible to carry on its beneficent work among 
this needy people; yet it would be a very 
wrong conclusion' for the friends of this work 
to believe that the society is any less needy 
of their assistance than before. 

In the first place, the Southern Union Con-
ference has all that it can possibly do to carry  

..c 
on its work successfully. Its financial strength 
is not sufficient to do more than it has been do-
ing in this direction. Indeed, it is a puzzling 
question as to how we can furnish the weans 
necessary to pay the laborers employed. .Very 
likely it always Will be. It could not, there-
fore, take on any more burdens thatt it !Ns_ 
already, so far as financial help is concernedi, 

The Testimonies have clearly taught us that 
this work for the poor colored people will al-
ways be a work of benevolence; that the time 
will never come when it will be in any full 
sense self-supporting. It is a missionary work:  
just as essentially so as it is to send mission-
aries to the dark continent. It must be so. 
This race has, to struggle against many, many 
difficulties in this great Southern cotintry. 
Though there are many colored people in the 
aggregate who are making a good living, 
and some of them acquiring valuable property, 
yet the difficulties of the race itself are far 
greater than those of the white race. The ad-
vantages of education have been far less. The 
obstacles to be met by them are far greater. 
There is still a great bulk of ignorance nec- 
essarily existing among the colored ileople of
the South, and of course, they do not realize, 
cannot realize the need of education and the 
need of the present truth even as much as 
the white people. It takes a greater effort 
to reach them. 

Hence our brethren, especially in the great 
Northern states, must continue to assist this 
branch of the work; or it will b6e.greatly re-
tarded. Donations should come in to the 
Southern Missionary Society. The Lord has,  
shown this by the strongest exhortations for 
such help. 

There are certain agencies, also, which have 
been used, and are still being used, which 
should not be neglected. That very inter-
esting and instructive little 'volume for the 
young people, the ” Story of Joseph," is worthy 
of being extensively,  circulated. It is a book 
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that any child, or grown person either, for 
that matter, can read with profit. The life 
of Joseph is one of the most beautiful and 
instructive to be found in the holy Scriptures. 
He was one of those lovely characters which 
the religion of the Bible makes possible ; true, 
devoted, sensible, faithful in all the duties of 
life under the most discouraging circumstances, 
bearing up against slavery, abuse, ill treat-
ment unjustly administered, always keeping 
humble and noble, in adversity and prosper-
ity. What a lesson his life presents! 

This little book is carefully written,' and 
should be extensively sold everywhere, with 
.the added incentive of its sale being very help-
ful in carrying the light of truth to this needy 
race. 

Two beautiful charts have also been prepared 
by Elder White, and they belong to the so-
ciety. One is " The Prophecies of Daniel and 
the Revelation," the great prophetic outlines 
of the world's history in symbols, with co- 
pious explanations of their meaning. 	It is 
really a course of lectures in miniature. It 
would be an attractive chart to be hung upon 
the wall in malty a house, and would call the 
attention of visitors to the great outlines of 
prophecy. 

The other is a chart of the ten command-
ments; a beautiful little chart in colors, of the 
law of God, with appropriate comments along 
the sides of the table of commadments. 
Both of these would be excellent to hang in 
the room. It is a constant reminder of the 

-great principles of the truth, which we as a 
People believe to be essential in the last great 
work for this world previous to the coming 
of Christ. 

We bespeak for these charts a large sale. 
The prices will be given in another column. 

Then some beautiful little boxes have been 
prepared for each family circle, in which con-
tributions can be placed for the society, where 
the children can be taught the great blessing 
of giving for some noble object, instead of 
spending their little means for something solely 
selfish, and sometimes injurious. 

Nothing can be more important in this 
world than to teach our children benevolence, 
and when our white people tell to their own 
families the great needs of the colored work; 
how the children have little advantages, poor 
and needy, need help, and need means for their 
comfort and for their instruction in the truths 
of God, these little boxes will be a constant 
reminder of these precious things. 

The servant of the Lord, our dear Sister 
E. G. White, has spoken approvingly of these 
being placed in our houses, and we know of 
no work more sacred and more blessed than 
this of leading to the truth those who are poor 
and needy and sad at heart, laboring under 
many distressing difficulties to give them the 
blessed hope of a home in the better world 
just ahead. 	By the means of these three, 
agencies much good can be done, and much 
help,received, if our people will patronize them. 

We believe there are thousands of our people 
in the North wfio will feel that it is a priv-
ilege to help us still in the carrying on of this 
great work. Our constant struggles, and our  

greatest perplexities arise here in the South 
from the 'lack of means to carry forward the 
work in all its branches. To those benevo-
lently inclined, and we hope every Seventh-day 

THIS branch of the work is really divided 
into two leading features, conference and edu-
cational work. By conference work we mean 
such work as is usually carried on by the 
state conferences ; namely, the preaching of 
the truth, Bible readings, canvassing, etc, 
Educational work is largely represented by 
our schools. " These are intimately connected 
together, and all conduce to the same general 
object, and yet there is an important difference. 

The conference labor is supported by our 
system of tithing. This system originated far 
back in the history of this world. It is first 
distinctly mentioned in the case of Abraham, 
and his descendants. After the law was pro-
claimed the Scriptures speak of it time after 
time as the real support of the cause of relig-
ious laborers throughout the nation; and it 
was brought over, as we see by the New 
Testament, in principle, into this dispensa- 
tion. 	Doubtless the same. existed in prin- 
ciple clear back to the creation. ' Wherever 
God has a cause, and laborers especially de-
voted to that cause, he has designed that they 
should be supported by those who are benefited 
by their labor, through the tithing of their 
income. 

We see no reason why there should be any 
distinction in this particular, whether the labor 
is bestowed upon white, black, yellow, or red 
complexioned people. rt is all the same in 
principle. Each class, when the truth is 
preached to them, should be taught to help 
forward the work of saving souls by tithing 
their income, and paying it into the confer-
ence treasury, and supporting such labor out 
of it. This is God's plan in brief. 

While the distinctly educational work must 
he supported from other sources, God's plan 
of supporting this branch of his work is 
through tithes and offerings; and robbing God 
consists in refusing to help the cause by these 
two sources. " Will a man rob God? Yet 
ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed thee? In tithes and offer-
ings." Mal. 3: 8. Some think if they pay a 
tithe, that is all that is required, but neglect-
ing to make offerings to the Lord is also rob-
bing him, as saith the Scripture. Tithing is 
devoted to a specific purpose. The offerings 
are used for a variety of purposes, the sustain-
ing of our schools, the building of meeting 
houses, the purchase, of tents, and various other 
outgoes must be supported by offerings. While 
the conference receives the tithes, and super-
intends the gospel ministry and laborers de-
voted especially to that class of work, our 
schools should be sustained by,. offerings, do-
nations, etc., that the beneficent work of true  

Adventist will be such, we will say, assist us 
in this noble work in this field, which the serv-
ant of the Lord says is the hardest in the 
world. 

Christian education should be advanced in 
the earth. 

Therefore there is a branch of the colored 
work that should be sustained by our confer-
ence, and another branch by the donations to 
our Missionary Society and other purposes. 

As president of the Union Conference, the 
writer feels that it is exceedingly important 
to, have at least one good devoted minister 
of the gospel in every state conference, to 
look specially after this colored work. 	We 
have not yet reached that point in this South-
ern Union Conference. There are several of 
the conferences where a large number of col-
ored people live that have no laborer directly 
at all; that is, no fully equipped minister. 
Individuals have labored. Some devoted sis-
ters have taken hold of the work and done- 
what they could. 	It has been the writer's 
effort for some time to try to provide suitable 
ministers for each one of these different con-
ferences. 

One very encouraging instance has recently 
been brought about. The great state of Ala-
bama, with nearly a million colored people, 
has located in it the great colored school of 
Booker T. Washington and also the Colored 
Normal School of Professor Council. There 
must be a large number of colored young 
people who ought to receive attention at our 
colored school in Huntsville. 	It has been 
a great source of sadness to the writer that 
until recently we have found no colored min-
ister of ability to enter earnestly into the 
work lying undone in this important state, but 
through the kindness and generosity of the 
state conferences of Missouri and Kansas, and 
the recommendation of the General Confer-
ence and the Union Conference, Elder Syd-
ney Scott, who received his education at the 
Huntsville school, has consented to come to 
Alabama and enter into the work there under 
the direction of the state conference. This 
has been Elder Haysmer's strong . desire, the 
president of that conference; and the writer's 
also, and it is a great source of satisfaction 
that this is brought about. 

And now the state of Georgia, the great 
Empire State of the South, with over a mil-
lion colored people in it, needs to be supplied 
with such a laborer, and it certainly ought to 
have one of the best at our command. We 
hope there will be developments in the near 
future along this line, to supply this state 
with such a colored worker as will be very 
helpful, and a benefit to the work. This will 
add greatly to the efficiency of the colored 
work in the whole Union Conference. 

GEo. I. BUTLER. 
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THE BLESSED INVITATION 

" COME unto me, all ye that labor, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest : take my 
yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls; for my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light." 

What scriptutre could be more precious to 
the colored toiler than these precious words of 
Jesus? As a rule this lowly people are all 
toilers. They,  have to toil to live. But few 
of them have riches and pleasures that poor 
selfish human nature craves. They are among 
the lowly, and in some cases, the despised. 

Christ in these words does not address the 
rich, the proud, the pleasure-lover. He ad-
dresses these words to those who need rest—
not merely physical rest, but the rest that 
those who are heavy-hearted and struggling 
against terrible difficulties specially need. 

What a comfort to the weary, toiling soul 
is rest. When a heavy stress of trouble, and 
perplexity, and wearing toil is upon us, how 
precious the thought of rest! The Saviour 
promises this. He promises it especially to 
those who learn of him; the taking of the yoke 
of our obligation upon our souls to come to a 
realizing sense of what God has given us in 
life, and all its possibilities. 

To come to Christ is the help above all oth-
ers in this world that enables us to find true 
rest and happiness, joy, and peace. Our lot 
in this world may be ever so trying, ever so 
sad; and it may cause us ever so much pain 
and anguish of heart, but there is rest and 
peace in Jesus our Lord. When we take his 
yoke upon us — that is, put ourselves in close 
contact with him and try to please him, and 
to seek him, to do everything that he wishes 
us to do—we shall find a joy and comfort 
surging in our hearts that nothing in this 
world can give. " The peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding," will rule and reign 
in our hearts. "The blessing of the Lord, it 
maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it." 
0, dear toilers; dear hardship stricken souls 
who can see but little in this world that af-
fords any prospect of true comfort and hap-
piness, let us look to Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our .faith ; let us come to him, 
and surrender• to him, and ask him to take 
us under hiS special watchcare. Then we shall 
find rest here, and rest hereafter. Then we 
shall have the promise of the life that now is, 
and that which is to come. 

Go. I. Bu'rrza. 

THE VICKSBURG INSTITUTE 
DEAR EDITOR : I will give you a brief report 

of the institute held at Vicksburg, Miss., June 
15 - 29. 	Number enrolled 21. Regular at- 
tendance, 17. Number of instructors, including 
myself. 6; two dropping in for only three days 
of the time. 

The presence of the Lord was manifest from 
beginning to end and most earnest work was 
done. Perfect harmony prevailed throughout 
the whole time among both teachers and stu-
dents. 

Real practical work was done and all ex-
pressed themselves as being greatly benefited 
by this institute. I do not know that I can 
better give you an idea of the appreciation of 
these few days' study together than to quote 
expressions taken in a praise meeting which 
closed the institute. The following are sam-
ples of the expression of all :— 

" Words cannot express the good received 
at this institute. 	I shall make it the frame 
work of my future life." 

" This institute surpasses all I ever attended. 
We have something practical to take home 
with us to our school, when we open our next 
term." 

" I appreciate this institute the most of all 
I have attended, and want the principles given 
by our instructors to become a part of me." 

" I am so thankful for this training. It is 
just what I needed. I can't express how much 
I praise God for it." 

" I praise God for the spirit of oneness here. 
Never before have I seen such manifested by 
instructors and teachers. I am determined 
to put into practice at least one principle 
learned each day." 

" I go forth from this institute willing to 
follow God's plan, to take the Bible as the 
basis for all my work." 

I will also quote here the expression of two 
•of the instructors who were with us several 
days :— 

"Impressions of the institute at Vicksburg, 
Miss.— It has been my privilege to be in at-
tendance at the institute only three days, in-
cluding the Sabbath. Those who were at the 
institute were deeply in earnest and seemed 
to appreciate the advantages offered. I have. 
never been the instructor where teachers drank 
in with more apparent interest and desire to 
improve. The occasion has been one of great 
profit; and I look forward to excellent results 
in the schools of those who have enjoyed the 
benefits of this brief period of instruction." 

" The teachers' institute held at Vicksburg 
was the most interesting I have ever attended.  
The teachers were earnest, intelligent, and de-
voted, apt to learn and to teach. A great de-
sire was manifested on the part of the teach-
ers to obtain more truth and better methods.  
The institute closed with a determination on 
the part of the teachers and instructors to 
make the Bible a basis for life and educa-
tion." 

As one who is deeply interested in the edu-
cational work in this field, I can but praise God 
for this institute and believe he gave a guiding 
hand, impressing the Southern Missionary So-
ciety to order this gathering, also in sending 
the instructors to help us. 

This will be a meeting long remembered by 
those present. We pray for divine guidance 
in our future work and that other like meet-
ings may be held. 

Yours in the work, 

F. R. Rocus. 

[RECEIPTS FOR MAY, 1906 

The following report is donations received durir g 
the month of May, 1906 
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COLORED ORPHANAGE 

California Conference $ 

RECEIPTS FOR JUNE, 1906 

The following report is for the donations re-
ceived during the month of June, 1906. 

DONAT IONS 
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L. Kline  	70 
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F. H. Schramm .. 	 5 00 
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" Practical Christianity means, not working 
for God now and then, but continuously. It 
means being laborers together with God. A 
neglect to reveal this practical righteousness 
in our lives is a denial of the faith and of the 
power of God, and makes of but little effect 
his principles of godliness." 

WE feel very thankful for the very encour-
aging report from Brother Rogers, of the in.-
stitute recently held in Vicksburg. This re-
port appears in another column of this paper, 
and speaks for itself. We are also thankful 
for the valuable assistance rendered at this 
institute by instructors from Huntsville,'Grays-
ville, and Madison. 

WE wish to call attention to the paragraph 
from Mrs. E. G. White, printed on this page 
in black type. This paragraph is not new, 
as it has appeared in print before, but the facts 
stated in it are just as true now as when it 
was first written. The schools already es-
tablished are doing good, but the work is al-
most at a standstill for lack of money to pro-
vide additional facilities and additional teach-

-ers. The Southern Missionary Society ought 
to be doing more than simply maintaining 
schools established in past years. 

Probably, not less than six or eight new 
teachers are now prepared to enter the mis-
sion school work, but we are at present with-
out means to establish schools. The present 
receipts of the society are barely sufficient to 
carry on the schools established in the past; 
but in some way or another this work must 
increase. The number of schools must be 
multiplied, but just how this is to be done 
we are not able to say at this writing. 

RENEWALS 
LAST month we called attention to the fact 

that quite a number of subscriptions were ex-
piring, and asked prompt renewals. We have 
heard from some of our readers, but not all 
whose subscriptions have expired have as yet 
sent in their renewals. We are very anxious 
indeed about this matter, as we do not want 
to drop any name from our list that we can 
possibly retain. We feel, brethren and sisters, 
that not only do we need your help, but you 
need the information that can come to you only 
through the columns of the GOSPEL HERALD. 

This, paper represents a very important 
branch of our denominational work. You 
can keep in intelligent touch with it only by 
reading this paper. The subscription price, 
which is only ten cents a year, is so low as to 
put the paper easily within the reach of all. 

This is the only paper among us devoted ex-
clusively to the interests of the work for the 
colored people. It is the only paper represent-
ing the work of the Southern Missionary So- 

ciety — a work second in importance to no 
other branch of the cause in the great South. 

We would urge upon you, therefore, the im-
portance of renewing your subscription to this 
paper. A blue cross opposite this paragraph 
indicates that your subscription has expired, 
and not only so, but that you are earnestly 
requested to send us your renewal at once. 
Please do not disappoint us. 

The mission schools that have been IÌ,, 
j established in Mississippi and in other ° 

states, are doing a good work ; and A  

o
these should receive ovr continued sup- A  
port. Hundreds of these schools must ° 
be established. This line of effort has ° 

7

A been especially presented before me as °A  
one of the most effectual and economical IVA  

methods of giving the truth to the colored °A  
0  people. But the work is almost at a 

standstill for the lack of money to provide ° 

0 

facilities and pay the wages of the teach-
ers. 

 
— Mrs. E. G. White. 

THE -STORY OF JOSEPH" 
WE have been corresponding with the pres-

idents of conferences in regard to the sale of 
the " Story of Joseph," and have received a 
number of very encouraging replies. The 
brethren who have written to us feel like co-
operating with the Southern Missionary So-
ciety as far as possible. 

But presidents of conferences are depend-
ent upon the co-operation of the membership 
of the various churches in their fields. They 
cannot themselves turn aside from their special 
-Work to sell the books. They can only bring 
this work before the people. Some of the 
presidents have already done this and others 
will doubtless do it in a short time. And 
now we come, through the columns of the 
GOSPEL HERALD., asking our readers to co-oper-
ate with the conference presidents and sec-
retaries of tract societies in pushing the work 
of selling this book, the proceeds of which 
are devoted to the support of colored mission 
schools. 

Remember that there are two plans foi: 
selling the " Story of Joseph." 	First, it is 
sold as a relief book; the canvassers donating 
to this branch of the cause all their time spent 
in selling it. 

The other plan is for the regular canvassers 
and others who are not so situated' as to be 
able to donate their time spent in this work, 
to sell the book on a commission of forty 
per cent., the extra ten per cent. to come 
into the treasury of the Southern Mission-
ary Society for the colored work. `. 

We are informed by some of the secre-
taries that it is almost impossible to get can-
vassers to handle a forty per cent. book, but 
it seems to us that this should not hinder the 
sale of the " Story of Joseph,"— a book which 
practically sells itself. 	And especially is this  

true since the extra ten per cent. goes into 
that branch of the work that ought to, and we 
believe does, appeal more strongly to our peo-
ple than any other department of the cause. 
We feel sure that there are no canvassers 
among us who would not be *willing to do 
that much for the work of the Southern Mis-
sionary Society, if they only understood the 
matter correctly. 

We beg of the canvassers not to discrimin-
ate against the book " Story of Joseph " be-
cause it pays only a forty per cent. commission, 
for in so doing they discriminate against one 
of the most important lines of. work in the 
great, needy Southern field. We feel that we 
ought to have the canvassers with us in this 
work, and we believe that we shall have them 
with us as soon as they understand that the 
extra ten per cent. goes directly into the work 
for the colored people. 

ONE OF THE CALLS 
WE have several times spoken in these col-

umns of " open doors " and urgent calls for 
new mission schools. The following letter 
speaks of one of these calls:— 

Vicksburg, Miss., June I, I906. 
SOUTHERN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

North Station, Nashville, Tenn. 
DEAR BRETHREN : I wish to remind you 

again of the opening at Canton, Miss., and 
the importance of stepping in now while much 
can be accomplished in a short time; at least 
this is the way I look at it at present. 

You remember that Willie Cobb offered us a 
good large lot there. He is ready to make the 
deed to the Southern Missionary Society at 
any time .we say we will put up a school build-
ing and open a school. 

I will just name some of the advantages 
there at present: The location is in the sub-
urbs, two thirds of the population of Canton 
is colored, and in this particular locality they 
largely own their own homes. There is no 
school within two miles of this place. The 
colored public school of Cantbn is on the op-
posite side of the town, and the country school 
is three and one half miles the other way. 
Again, there is no church within two miles 
of the place. 

I do not know where we could have a more 
favorable opening to raise up a church of be-
lievers in the third angel's message. If we 
do not step in soon some one else will. Are 
there not some of our churches in the North 
who would be glad of the opportunity to help 
us build here before next September? May 
the Lord help us and impress hearts to respond 
to the work of the society that they may re-
spond to these calls. 

Sincerely yours, 
• P. R. ROGERS. 

" God will not permit selfish adoration of 
some, while others, striving with all their ca-
pabilities, are left unhelped, and are deprived 
of the blessings that more favored ones have. 
I call upon all to arouse to their responsibil-
ities." 
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