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Reaching the 
river people of 
Brazil for Jesus

GLOBAL MISSION

A N N U A L  S A C R I F I C E  O F F E R I N G



Meet Gabriela, a 25-year-old church plant-
er who helped start a group of believers 

in a village called Piraí nestled along the 
Amazon River in Brazil.

Adventist medical workers had paved the 
way for Gabriela’s work by ministering to the 
villagers’ physical needs. But when she arrived 
to share God’s Word, some villagers eyed her 
with suspicion.

“They thought I’d come to deceive them,” 
Gabriela said. “So I started visiting them in their 
homes with my big smile. I’d sit and talk with 
them about all kinds of things, offer to pray 
about their concerns, and help them in any way 
I could.” In time, the villagers grew to love her.

One day, Gabriela and her church planting 
partners, Anna and Carol, distributed pencils 
and paper to the villagers and asked them to 
write their names if they were interested in 
studying the Bible. When they collected the 
papers, they discovered that 60 people had 
requested studies!

“Coming to Piraí was the best decision 
I ever made,” Gabriela said. “It was such a 
privilege to be used by God to help bring 
people to Jesus.”

Two of those people were Jane and Zilma, 
young women who drank heavily. Gabriela 
made friends with them and noticed that, 
over time, their lives began to change. One 
day, Jane and Zilma saw Gabriela giving Bible 
studies and asked if they could study too.

Gabriela studied with Jane and Zilma for 
several weeks and then invited them to join 
her for Sabbath worship. They had to canoe 
to another village to attend an Adventist 
church because a church hadn’t been built 
yet in Piraí. The women enjoyed the experi-
ence and began attending every week.

One Sabbath, Jane and Zilma learned that 
there would be a communion and foot-wash-

Gabriela, front, loved to help the villagers with 
their work. Here, she’s fishing with Jane.

Gabriela, right, and Anna, left, with five brothers they helped prepare for 
baptism. The floating church is in the background.



ing service the following week. They were 
eager to take part although they had no idea 
what the service meant. 

The next Sabbath, Gabriela explained 
every detail of the service while the women 
joyfully participated. Two months later, they 
were baptized, and they have been active 
members ever since!

Gabriela placed a high value on develop-
ing relationships with the villagers. “I fished 

with them, planted with them, and helped 
them grind cassava flour, a typical dish in this 
region. We spent a lot of time together, and 
that helped us become good friends.”

Gabriela was instrumental in helping oth-
ers experience close relationships too, such 
as two brothers who hadn’t spoken to each 
other in years. The men used to fight when 
they drank, and one day, one brother cut the 
other’s face, leaving a long scar.

Some of the people who were baptized in Piraí. Kneeling in the front row 
are Anna and Gabriela on the left and Carol, second from right. Pastor Reno 
Guerra and his wife, Natalia, are to the left of Carol.

Gabriela roasting cassava flour, a popular staple in the Amazon.



The brother who’d been struck occa-
sionally joined Gabriela’s Bible study. He 
never commented during the study and 
didn’t answer Gabriela’s questions when 
she tried to engage him. But Gabriela didn’t 
give up. One day, she handed him her Bible 
and asked if he wanted to know God. He 
nodded, and after that, he began attending 
regularly.

During this time, Gabriela became ac-
quainted with the other brother and invited 
him to join the group. He hesitated when 
she mentioned that his brother was a mem-
ber, but he agreed to come.

“When the brothers met, they stood and 
stared at each other for some time,” Gabri-
ela said. “Then everyone sat down, and we 

began a study that I’d selected on the topic 
of forgiveness!” At the end of the study, the 
two brothers hugged, and soon the man 
with the long scar gave his heart to Jesus.

“I love it when I see people recognize the 
work God is doing in their lives,” Gabriela 
shared. “And I love this ministry because 
I get to see God work in my life too. He’s 
making me a better person, changing my 
character as He works through me to help 
others.”

During their year of service, Gabriela, 
Anna, and Carol were able to establish a 
group of believers in Piraí and prepare them 
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Jane, right, and Zilma, beside her, teach Gabriela, 
left, and Anna how to create a Brazilian treat.

Carol surrounded by village children who love her.



for the arrival of a team of missionaries who 
live aboard a floating church.

This large boat was made possible by your 
support of a previous Thirteenth Sabbath 
Offering. Operated by the Northwest Brazil 
Union, it houses several missionaries, includ-
ing Pastor Reno Guerra and his wife, Natalia, 
and a church that can seat 100 people. This 
mission team travels from village to village, 
holding evangelistic meetings and baptizing 
those who have accepted Jesus through the 
ministry of church planters.

One afternoon near sunset, Gabriela, 
Anna, and Carol brought the baptismal can-
didates with whom they’d studied to Pastor 
Guerra for baptism. One hundred people 
were baptized that day!

“There are no words to describe how it 
feels to walk with that person into the wa-
ter,” Gabriela shared, her voice breaking as 
her eyes filled with tears. “It’s incredible!”

Once the floating church team leaves for 
their next destination, many of the church 
planters feel that the real work has just 
begun. They will stay to disciple the church 
plant and train its new leaders.

Please pray for the young church in Piraí 
and for all our church planters around the 
world. And thank you for supporting their 
ministry!

Carol visits her neighbor.

Carol and some of the village 
children pose in front of the 
Seventh-day Adventist church 
building that was built during 
the ministry of the church 
planters.

THE NEED
Global Mission pioneers are sharing the 
gospel and God’s end-time message in 
many countries of the world, but they 
need your help! Please support their min-
istry with your prayers and donations.

WAYS TO GIVE

ONLINE
To make a secure donation quickly, visit 
Global-Mission.org/giving.

PHONE
Call 800-648-5824

MAIL
In the United States:
Global Mission, General Conference
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904-6601

In Canada:
Global Mission
SDA Church in Canada
1148 King Street East
Oshawa, ON L1H 1H8



General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904
Global-Mission.org 
800-648-5824

A N N U A L  S A C R I F I C E  O F F E R I N G

Taiwo and Onifade are Global Mission pioneers working in a city in 
southwestern Nigeria. Each day, they meet people, share food when 
they can, and help the sick get medical care. Then they tell the people 
that Jesus has sent them to love and serve them in His name.  By 
following Christ’s method of ministry, they have raised up a strong 
group of believers, but now they need more Bibles and literature. 

Global Mission pioneers continue to make great sacrifices to be 
laborers in God’s field. On November 10, your sacrificial offering 
will help equip them with much-needed resources to reach even 
more people with God’s love. Mark your envelope “Annual Sacrifice 
Offering” or Visit Global-Mission.org/giving.

“…We don’t have 
many resources, but 
we do what we can 
to help meet the 
people’s physical and 
spiritual needs. We 
want them to know 
that we love them.”   
— Onifade

Global-Mission.org/giving


