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THE MANLIEST MAN.

Tue manliest man of all the race,

Whose heart ig open ae hie face,
Puts forth his hand to help another.

“I'15 nol the blood of kith or kin,

*T'is not the color of the skin;

T ig the traeheart which beate within
Which makes the man a man and brother.

e }ifte the fallen from the ground,
And puts hig feet upon the round
Of dreaming Jacob's starry ladder,
Which lifts him higher day by day,
Townrd the bright and heavenly way,
And further from the tempter's sway,
Which stingeth fike the angry adder.

He strikeg oppression to the dust,
e shnres the blows ahed at the just,
l1e shrinks not from the post of danger
Ant in the thickest of the fight
He battles bravely for the right,
For ihat iz mightier than might,
Though cradled in an humble manger,

I1ail to the maniy wan; he comes,
Not wiih the sound of horns and drnms.
Thongh grand as any duke, and grander;
¢ fle dawris upon the world, and light
Dispels the dreary gloom of night,
And ills, like bats and owls, take flight;
le's greater than great Alexander.
~@. W. Burngay

Wotes § Comments,

:

28 NOTICE.—Parties recewving this Paper, not hav-
ing subscribed for it, may know that it is sent to them by
the courtesy of some friend. Do not hesitate to fake it
from the Office, for none will be called upon te pay for
any numbers they have not ordered. We invite candid
attention to the Contents of the Paper, and when you
have read it, please hand it to a Friend or Neighbor.

UMAN creeds cannot produce unity. Chnrch force
H cannot press the Church into one body. This
has been tried, and has proved a failare. Christ never
designed that human minds shonld be molded for
heaven by the influence merely of other hnman minds.
# The head of every man is Christ.” His part is to
lead, and to mold, and to stamp”his own image upon
the heirs of eternal glory. However important or-
ganization may be for the protection of the Church,
and to sccure harmony of action, it must not come
in to take the disciple from the hands of the great
Teacher.

g will appear the second- time. Paul speaks
directly upon this point: - “So Christ was once
offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them
that look for him, shall he gppear the second time
without gin unto-galvation.” Heb. 9:28.  Again he
says, « Looking for"that blessed hope, and the glori-
ous appearing of the great God, and our Saviour
Jesus Ohrist.” Titus 2;:13.  Another apostle testi-
fies to this point thus “Beloved, now are we the
gons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be ; but we know that, when he shall appear,
we shall be like him ; for we shall see him as he is.”
1 John 3:2. From these and many other evidences,
the conclusion is irresistible that Christ's second ad-
vent will be plainly visible to the inhabitants of the
earth.

MEN often hoast of progress, when they are only

moving in a circle; and are snre they are in the
right path, because in every circuit the footsteps mnl-
tiply, when they are only following their own foot-
steps. The chart and compass, the word of God,
shonld be frequently consulted, in order that one may
know whether he is going’ straight ahead or only in
a cirele.

uRri18T disclaimed having anyphing to do with legis-

lation. “ My doctrine.is pot mine, but His that
sent me." John 7:16. ‘¥ do nothing of myself;
but as my Father has tafight me, I speak these

things. Chap, 8:28. '/The word which ye hear is
not mine, but the Fathér's which sent me.” Chap.
14:24. And speaking of 1he Son, the Father says,
* He shall speak unto them all that I shall command
him.” Deut, 18:18

oD scourges everyson; and if we are without
J chastisement then are we notsons. We are spu-
rions Christians, The privilege of being a son of
God is as great a favor now as in patriarchal times.
Some people often wish they had lived in those an-
cient times when worthy ones were ealled ‘‘ the sons
of God;” bnt in coveting the good of other days, it is
possible that we may neglect and mis-improve the
favored advantages of our own. ‘ My son, despise
pot thon the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when
rebnked,” is a gospel admonition, and belongs to us.
Let us not forget it.

THERE arc-many people..who :hold.what . gre called-tcygu ask, Why stop ut sixty yocars old ?

liberal views of religion, who can no longer pray.
They have nobody to pray to, since they have drifted
away from all belief in the personality of God. No-
body can pray to a law of nature, or to a force of nat-
ure, or to all the laws and forces of the universe to-
gether, if these laws and forces are to Lim impersonal.
They do not hear, they cannot pity; they move on
inexorably, and have neither knowledge or love. If
a man who has lost the sense of the "personality of
God tries to pray, the ntterance is all on one side.
There can be no response, no communion. Such
prayer is a speech made at nothing; and so far an
unreality and a pretense, that snch praying is scarcely
ever done in secret. 'The men who do not believe in
the personality of God, and who yet conform to the
custom of prayer, necessarily do their praying in pub-
lic, where they can be heard of their fellow-men.

HE popular theory of man’s inherent immortality
T has an unfavorable origin. Satan—the great fal-
sifier—first announced it in the garden of Eden.
Gtod had assnred man that disobedience would cer-
tainly eventuate in death. The serpent flatly con-
tradicted this by saying, “ Ye shall not surely die.”
If God told the truth, Satan told a lie; for the two
statements are antagonistic. For ages after this first
Satanic victory, the doctrine of man’s immortality
slumbered in silence. At length it was imbibed by
certain heathen philosophers, who coupled with it the
pre-existence of souls and the transmigration of souls.
The Egyptians, according to Herodotus, first advo-
cated the immortality of the soul. It became at
length quite common among heathen nations. The
Jewish people, during their seventy years' captivity
in Babylon, became somewhat corrupted by this and
other heathen dogmas. Some of the heathen, who
were converted to Christianity, retained their old be-
liefin ‘man’s essential immortality. Thus the leaven
continued to work, until the Church of Christ, de-
generating into the Romish Church of the Dark Ages,
became thoroughly saturated with a sentiment which
mystifies the Bible and dishonors Jesus. Such are
some of the historical facts relative to the origin of
the dootrine of the inherent immortality of man.
What do you think of them ? Avre they not worthy
your candld consideration ?

DR. HAWKS once said, *“To coerce men into the
ontward exercises of religious acts by penal laws,
is indeed possible; but to make them love either the
religion which is thus enforced, or those who enforce
it, is beyond the reach of hnman power. There is
an inherent principle of resistance to oppression
seated in the very constitution of most men, which
disposes them to rebel against the arbitrary exercise
of violence seeking to give direction to opinions ; and
it is not to be wondered at that one sangninary law
to compel men to live pionsly should beget the ne-
cessity for more,”

Do you keep the Sabbath? If you do not keep
Grod’s Sabbath on earth as he directs, can yon
expect him to give yon a Sabbath in heaven ag yon
desive? (Sece Isa. 58:13.) The Sabbath is a test
of onr loyalty to God. Refnsal to “ keep it holy,” is
rebellion against him; and he that neglects it shows
that he refuses to be under Ais government. He
belongs to another, or at least indicates his willing-
ness to belong to another.

R. SPENCER, in a sermon npon delay of conver-
sion, says: Y Make npa congregation of a thon-
sand Christians. Divide them into five classes, ac-
cording to the ages at which they became Christians.
Place mm the first class all those converted nnder
twenty years of age, and in the fifth class all those
converted between fifty and sixty. Of your thou-
sand Christians there were hopefully converted under
twenty years of age, five hnndred and forty-eight.
Between fifty and sixty years of age, three. DBnt
Al well,
then, if you will have a sixth class,—converted be-
tween sixty and seventy years of age, one. Jnst
ONE, out of a thousand Christians, converted when
over sixty years oldl What a lesson on delay!”
Oh, how can any be so nnwise as to delay seeking
for and obtaining the one thing ncedful !

T HE presence of only one angel at the new . sepul-
cher where Christ lay in death, caused the Ro-
man guard to shake, and become as dead men. The
light and glory of a single.angel completely over-
powered these strong sentinels, Meader, the Saviour
is soon coming in his kingly gl{y, and in the glory
of his Father, attended by all, hg(holy angels. They
are all coming with the Lord’; not one will be left in
heaven. The nnmber of angéls ronnd about the throne,
as the body-gnard of the Son of God, are *ten thou-
sand times ten thousand, and thonsands of thonsands.”
See Rev. 5:11.  And Paul speaks of the heavenly
messengers as ‘*‘ an innumerable company of angels.”
Heb. 12:22. What grandenr ! what dazzling bright-
ness | when the King of kings shall come down the
lighted vault of heaven, attended by all the holy
angels of the heavenly worldl Then the whole
heavens will blaze with glory, and the whole earth
will tremble before him. Kind reader, yon will meet
that great day with joy, or with grief. ~Which shall
it be ?

THE Bible says that the wicked shall be burned up.
The meaning of the word *“burn” is too familiar
to every reader to need a definition. A thing burned
up is totally destroyed and rednced to ashes. “Whose
end i to be burned.” Heb. 6:8  “(Gather ye to-
gether first the tares, and bind them in bundles to
burn them,” Matt. 13:30. ¢ Al the proud, yea,
and all-that do wickedly, shall be stubble ; and the day
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of
hosts, that it shall leave them wueither root nor
branch.,” Mal. 4:1. In consideration of these and
numerous other texts of similar import, we do not
understand how any one can conclude that the pun-
ishment of the wicked will be endless misery in flames
of torment. We cannot understand it in that light.
Snch a position seems to us a plain contradiction of
Seripture.
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BY J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.

SPEOIAL PROMISES RESPECTING THE EARTIL

W have, in the unfulfilled promises of God con-
cerning our earth, conclusive evidence that therve is
to be a future inheritance. This evidence we will
state in the form of a logical argument. The first
premise is, God has made certain infallible promises
respecting this earth ; The sccond, These promises
have not yet been accomplished, and according to the
description the Bible gives of the last days, they can-
not meet their accoun.plishment this side the second
advent of Christ, Nrom these premises we must
draw the following logical conclusion: Therefore,
there is a future for this earth, beyond the second
advent of Chrigt, when the saints of God shall pos-
sess it, and when these promiscs shall be fulfilled.

The fivst promise of this character, to which we
will call attention, is that of the Lord to Moses:
“But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be
filled with the glory of the Lord.” Num. 14:21.
There can be no doubt as to the certainty of the ful-
fillment of this promise; for the Liord has pledged
his own life for its accomplishment. The history of
the past presents no testimony that the earth has
ever thus been filled with the Lord’s glory. But, in
every age since this prediction, violence, anarchy, and
sin have reigned predominant. It seems in the days
of the prophet Habakkuk, the Lord was still point-
ing his seers to that glorious time as yet future. We
read, “ For the carth shall be filled with the knowl-
edge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover
the sea.” Hab, 2:14. To evade the conclusion
that this refers to a perfect state, when ¢thy people
shall be all righteous ™ (Isa. 60 :21), some have sug-
gested that ¢ there arc islands in the sea whieh are
not covered by the waters, so there may be people,
_ even,in this glorious time, that are still rebellious.”
To show that this cannot be the meaning of the
prophet, we refer again to the first promise quoted
above, “.A the earth shall be filled with the glory of
the Lord.”

As these promises have not yet been fulfilled, so,
also, we elaim that they will not be fulfilled this
side the second advent of Christ. Some have tauglht
that all the world is to be eonverted and enjoy a
thousand years of peace and quiet prior to Christ's
second coming, and that during that thousand years
these promises will be fulfilled. The testimony of
Christ and that of St. Paul is against the view of
any such world’s conversion, TFirst, we will notice
the parable of our Lord concerning the tares of the
field: ¢ 8o the servants of the householder came and
said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in
thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said
unto them, An enciny hath done this. The servants
said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and
gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye
gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with
them. Let both grow togetler until the harvest;
and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers,
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in
bundles to burn them ; but gather the wheat into my
barn.” Matt. 18 :27-30.

Now mark the Saviour's explanation of this para-
ble: “He answered and said unto them, He that
soweth the good seed is the Son of man; the field is
the world; the good seed are the children of the
kingdom ; but the tares are the echildren of the
- wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the end of the world ; and the reapers
arethe angels, As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world.  The Son of man shall send forth his angels,
and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things
that offend, and them which do iniquity, and shall
cast them into a furnaee of fire; there shall be
wailing and goaghing of teeth.” Verses 37-42
I'rom this we see that both righteous and wicked are
to be together on carth until the end of the world.
Then it is evident that the world will not be con-
verted prior to the seeond advent.

8t. Paul says, “ This know also, that in the last
days perilous times shall come. IFor men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,

. Holy Ghost;

blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, un-
holy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that
are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of
godliness but denying the power thereof; from such
turn away.” 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

It seems from St. Paul’s description that a very
degenerate mass of nominal professors (having a
Jorm of godliness) are to exist in that very time
when it is claimed that the world will be converted
and enjoy a millennium. There can be no days later
than the!last, so the “last days” must include the
very lagt day before Christ’s coming. The above,
then, is a description of the state of things just be-
fore our Lord’s return. In this same chapter St.
Paul says of their course, “ As Janues and Jambres
withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth.”
Verse 8. It cannot be that “all the earth ” is filled
with the glory of the Lord while such a class are
stdll upon it

We quote again from this apostle: * Now the
spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to se-
ducing spirits and doctrines of devils.” 1 Tim. 4:1.
The doctrines of devils will be taught by seducing
spirits, and many will give heed to them. This we
understand is already being accomplished in the
teachings of modern Spiritualism, The state of
things just deseribed, and which we see so rapidly
drawing on, does not look like the triumph of the
gospel in the last days, or a binding of Satan before
the seeond advent.

Says Dr. Priest, besides other advocates of a
world's conversion, ¢ Christ is coming spiritually, Sa-
tan is to be bound, and a thousand years of millennium
are to be enjoyed by God’s people on earth prior to
Christ’s coming to the judgment.” The word of
God tells of no spiritual second coming of Christ.
His testimony to his disciples, when giving them
their commission to preach the gospel, was, *‘ Go/ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
and, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.” Matt. 28:19, 20,
He promises, in this testimony, that his Spirit shall
abide with them, even as we read concerning the
Comforter which he promised to send, “I will pray

_the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter,

that he may abide with you forever.” John 14:16.
It would be folly to talk of a spiritual second advent
of Christ before the end of the world, unless it could
first be shown that the above promises had failed, and
his Spirit had left the world.

Our Lord’s coming will be real. When he had
given to the disciples their commission to preach the
gospel, he ascended up before them literally and bodily
into heaven. * And while they looked steadfastly to-
ward heaven as he went up, behold two men stood by
them in white apparel; whieh also said, Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This
same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven,
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.” Aets 1:10, 11. His coming will be
as literal and visible as his ascension into heaven.
There is, then, no grounds for the claim that the
promise that “the ecarth shall be filled with the
glory of the Lord,” can be fulfilled this side the lit-
eral coming of our Lord from heaven. With refer-
ence to the promises of earthly glory thus far noticed,
we have sustained our two premises, and now respeet-
ing them, draw the following logieal conclusion :
Therefore, there must be, beyond the second advent,
a future state for this earth, when the “glory of
(lod shall fill the earth as the waters cover the
sea.”

To any who still urge the idea of a millennium prior
to Christ’s coming, we would say, If you locate a
millennium this side of his eoming, it will be strongly
infected with Romanism. We read in the book of
Daniel respecting this “little horn,” * I beheld, and
the same horn made war with the saints, and pre-
vailed against them; until the Anecient of days came,
and judgment was given to the saints of the Most
High; and the time came that the saints possessed
the kingdom.” Dan. 7:21, 22.

St. Paul, when speaking of the same time, and of
the same power, calls it, “ That man of sin, the son
of perdition, who opposeth and exalteth himself above
all that is called God, or that is worshiped.” He
further says of this same power, “ Whom the Lord
shall econsume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of his coming.” 2 Thess.
2:8. Dr. Adam Clarkesays, “ The general run of
Protestant writers understand the whole of this as

referring to the popes and church of Romé; or of
the whole system of the papacy.”— Clarke's com-
ments on 2 Thess. 2,

If the power thus deseribed is to continue till the
cdming of Christ, and continue to make war on
God’s saints, then there cannot surely be a state of
miliennial glory until after his coming. This dooc-
trine of a world’s conversion and a temporal millen-
nium  before our Lord's coming is of very modern
date. The first man who proclaimed it to any extent
wag Daniel Whithy, who died A. ». 1726. Previous
to this time, the almost universal sentiment was that
the final inheritance of the new earth would be the
fulfillment of the promises respecting the ecarth.

SEEKING FOR IMMORTALITY..

BY R. F. COTTRELL.

“To them who by patient continuance in well do-
ing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal
hife.” Rom.2:7. To the view that immortality is
to be sought for, it is objeoted that immortality in
this text means moral incorruptibility ; that the prom-
ise is to those who seek to be purified, and so obtain
an incorruptible character. If this be admitted,
what does the objector gaiu ? Do not those who
seek for this asa consequence, obtain eternal life ?
This eternal life pertains not to the present world,
but to the world to come. *¢There is no man that
hath left house, or parents, of brethren, or wife, or
children, for the kingdom of God’s sake, who shall
not receive manifold more in this present time, and
in the world to come life everlasting.” Tuke 18:
29, 30. This text puts in eontrast the “ present
time " and “ the world to come;” and it is in that
world that eternal life shall be received and enjoyed,
as the result of seeking for glory, honor, and immor-
tality.

Those who would frighten us with Greek, will
do well to bear in mind that in Greek, as in Eng-
lish, words have a variety of meanings according
to their use; so that in most cases a disputed point
can be no better settled in Greek than in English.
Incorruptibility may be moral or physical. That in-
corruptibility and immortality which is to be put on
ab the coming of Christ and the last trump, evidently
pertains to the body. | It is “thig corruptibbe ” which
1s to put on incorruption, and  this mortal” which
is to put on immortality. At that time it will be too
late to change the moral character, putting on the
polluted a robe of righteousness. 'T'he mental and
moral character must be changed during the present
life, and, as the result, “this vile body,” or body of
humiliation, will be changed at the eoming of the
Lord, and fashioned like to his glorious body. Phil.
3:20, 21. By the grace of God our moral charae-
ter must be renovated, changed, purified, in this life
then immortality will be put on at the coming of
Christ and the resurrection of the just. Thereforeit
does not affeet our argument whether immortality in
Rom. 2: 7 relates to moral or physical incorrupti-
bility. Young, in his Analytieal Concordance, de-
fines athanasia by incorruptibility, and aphthartos
by deathlessness.  Greenfield defines the latter,  In-
corruptible, immortal, imperishable, undying, unend-
ing~7’ '

The Scriptures teach that man is mortal—under
sentence of death,—and the gospel offers him life and
immortality, Those who comply with the conditions,
will put on immortality at the eoming of Christ, and
enjoy eternal life in the world to come. “Tor God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” This is plain, and in ev-
ery way consistent, and it is vain to resist the evi-
dence by any sophistry. Those, and those only,
who, by patient continuance in well doing seek for
immortality, will receive the gift of God, which is
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom.
6:23.

THERE are no times in life when opportunity, the
chance to be and do, gathers so richly about the soul
as when it has to suffer. Then everything depends
on whether the man turns to the lower or higher
influences. If he resorts to mere expedionts and
tricks, the opportunity is lost. Men have done the
best and worst, the noblest and the basest, things the
world has seen, under the pressure of excessive pain,
Rverything depended upon whether they looked to
the depths or the hills for help. The rule holds
good in every erisis of life. How earnest should we
be for heavenly guidance.




Jury 15, 1886.]

THE, GOSPEIL SIGCKLE.

91

ISRAEL OF GOD.

BY E. E, MARVIN.

“IsnaEL” is a name given to those who have
power with God. Jacob first received this name.
See (len. 32 : 28. ¢ Tsrael” must exclusively em-
brace those who have power with God. The power
of God is the gospel of Christ unto every one that
believeth, without vegard to nationality. Rom.
1:16. The name fsrael, in a temporal sense, was
applied to tho literal descendants of Jacob; but
many Bible students do not have any clear concep-
tion of the jurisdiction of this oft-repeated appella-
tion.

To illustrate the truth of this last statement, I
will notice a circumstance in my own experience :
Not long since, a fellow-laborer and myself were
vigiting a gentleman and his family, and as we
introduced to them the present truth and the many
promises made (o the people of God, he gaid: “I
have read.the Bible a great deal, and I have come
to the conclusion that it was all written for the
Jews; for, it seems that all the promises that
are recorded, in both the Old and the New
Testaments, were made to Israel; and it leaves
nothing for us, we being Gentiles.” The Bible to
him had become like a borrowed will. There were
many precious promises-therein made, but all to
some one else. As we explained to him from the
Bible who are the true Israel, he saw beauty, oon-
sistency, and harmony, and expressed his gratitude
for the light received.

As we have alroady noticed, the name Israel
wag not given to Jacob simply because it happened
to strike the fancy of the angel, but the then existing
circumstances were of such a nature as to call forth
the expression “Israel.” The angel beheld the
prevailing importunity of the distressed but deter-
mined Jacob, and with admiration he gave utter-
ance to what he plainly saw was due to Jacob—
prince, power, lsrael.

The promises were made to Abraham and his
geed (Gal. 3:16); and they have never yet rve-
ceived them in the sense in which they were made.
Acts 7: 2-5; also see Heb. 11 : 8-16, where it is
‘expressly taught that they did not even expect to
receive it, . e, their inhoritance, in this life ; but

T+ they will receive it after the « better resurrection, ”

spoken of in verse 35, ¢ These all baving obtained
a good report through faith, received not the prom-
ise "’ (verse 39) ; they were to rest till God should
visit the Gentiles “ to take out of them a people for
his name.” Acts 15:14. They are all made perfect
together (Heb. 11 : 40), and are “caught up ¢o-
gether . . . to meet the Lord in the air.” 1Thess.
4 :17. Through Christ we become heirs of the
promises to Israel ; and if we be Christ’s, then are
we Abrvaham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise. Gal. 3 : 29.

Says Christ, “If ye were Abraham’s children,
ye would do the works of Abraham.” John 8 : 39.
What was the work of Abraham, and why were
the promises made to him and his seed more than
to the outside world }—¢ Because that Abraham
obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my com-
mandments, my statutes, and my laws.” Gen. 26 :
6. Did Abraham hear the gospel preached 1—Yes.
Gal. 3:8; see also verse 6. These verses show
conclusively that Abraham believed God when he
preached the gospel to him, and ¢7, 4. 6., his faith
in Christ's righteousness, was accounted to him
for his own righteousness. So, then, to be the
children of Abraham, we must keep the law of
God and have faith in Jesus.

In the New Testament dispensation, many per--

suade themselves that faith in Christ relieves them
from obligation to the law of God. What was the
new covenant to consist of ? Paul, quoting from
Jeremiah in regard to the new covenant, says :
“ For this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord ;
T will put my laws into their mind, and write them
in their hearts : and I will be to them a God, and
they shall be to me a people.” Heb. 8 : 10, Jesus
says, “Out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh,” Then, if the law of God is
written in our hearts, we will speak forth its praise
and exaltation. Hence, those who rail against

" the law of God, and say they are delivered from

obligation to obey it, give the best of evidence
that they have not yet entered into covenant rela-
tion with God.

Paul says, “ He is nob a Jew, which is one out-
wardly ; neither is that circumecision, which is

outward in the flesh ; but he is a Jew which is
ono inwardly ; and circumeision is that of the
heart, in the spirit and not in the letter.” Rom.
2:28, 29. He adds, in 1 Cor. 7 : 19, * Circum-
cision is nothing, and uncircumecision is nobhing,
[. e, of the flesh] but the keeping of the command-
ments of God " (is something). Christian circum-
cision, then, is to bear the legitimate fruits of having
the law written in our hearts ; viz., ¢ the keeping
of the commandments of God.” ¢ Hearken, my
beloved brethren [and Antinomians too], Hath not
God chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith,
and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised
to them that love him 1" James 2:5. Who is
it that shall receive the promise I—Those who love
God. What is the love of God % For this ig the
love of God, that we keep his commandments :
and his commundments are not grievous.” 1John
5:3. So, then, if we be Christ’s, and keep the
commandments of God, we shall be Israelites in-
deed, grafted into the old stock, the church of God
and of Christ, and “heirs according to the prom-
ise.” “And as many as walk according to this
rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the
Israel of God.” Gal. 6:16. Paul teaches in the
sixth and seventh chapters of Romans, that the
old man is slain by means of the law, and that
in obedience to its precepts a new creature is
developed.

Oh that men would comply with the conditions
of the promise, and at last hear the voice of Jesus
calling, «“ Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world.” The same home that God fitted up
for Adam at the foundation of the world will then
be theirs, Again they will have an invitation nob
only to inherit the kingdom, but more! ¢ Blessed
are they that do his commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city.” Rev. 22: 14,
That the fourth comjmandment is inctuded in this
saying, i evident : * If thou turn away thy foot
from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day ; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy
of the Lord, honorable ; and shalt honor him, not
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleas-
ure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt
thou delight thyself in the Lord ; and I will cause

‘thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and

feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father”
(Isa. 58 : 13, 14) ; “ g0 shall your seed and your
name [Israel] remain. And it shall come to pass,
that from one new moon to another, and from one
Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship
before me, saith the Lord.” Isa. 66 : 22, 23,

Israel, the Sabbath, the new heavens and the
new earth, and God, before whom Israel worships,
are eternal contemporartes, Reader, shall we be
among the happy, white-robed worshipers? We
may if we do our whole duty. Kcol. 12: 13.

WHY SO MUCH DOCTRINE?

-BY H. F. PHELPS.

‘WHY preach so much about the second coming
of Ohrist 7 'Why not preach more repentance an

faith and salvation through Christ? This objec-
tion is often met as we try to show the people the
precious truths for our times. We might retort

- by asking, ¢« Why teach for doctrines the command-

ments and traditions of men 1’ The faet is, there
can be no Bible, nor salvation, nor Christ, without
doctrine. Webster defines doctrine : “That which
is taught ; whabt is held, put forth ag true, and
supported by a teacher, a school, or a sect; a
principle or position, or the body of principles in
any branch of knowledge; a theological tenet ;
dogma. . . . Doctrine denotes whatever is recom-
mended as a speculative truth to the belief of
others.”

We find by turning to the life of Christ, that he
taught doctrine. The apostles did the same.
Said Christ: “If any man will do his [God’s]
will, he shall know of the doctrine.” How must
we learn of the doctrine? To what source shall
we go; to the learned doctors of the law, or to
Jesus himself ¢ to the traditions of men, or to the
record of the life and teachings of Christ? If I
wished to examine the title to a piece of property,
would I go to hear what the neighbors said about
i6 %—Not if I were wise ; I would go and search
the records. Hence, as T wish to know what
asserbions have been made, what principles have
been laid down, concerning the plan of salvation,

whether there is any hope beyond this vain world
of sin, I shall not go to the doctors and theologians,
but to the records. - T will go to the inexhaustible
fountain, They may have been there ; if 0, there
is still a way open, and if we both go to the same
source, we shall agree ; our hope and faith will be
one. So I turn to the blessed book. I find that
the Scriptures everywhere testify of Christ; his
works testify of him ; he testified of himself; the
prophets of the old, and the apostles of the new,
dispensation all agree. They preached faith and
repentance, and that is, a repentance from dead
works, They preached law and gospel : the law,
to convince of sin ; the gospel, to save from sin.
They preached salvation through Christ, and that
salvation was looked for at the second coming of
Christ. That salvation is to be brought about by
faith and works upon the part of all who shall
partake of it,—and those works are definitely
defined,—and also by the resurrection from the
dead, the change of the living righteous from
mortality to immortality at the second coming of
Christ ; and that coming is to be ushered in by
some of the grandest events the world has ever
witnessed. I find there was foretold a warning
message to precede that day, and that that message
was to be based upon the fulfillment of some of the
most wonderful predictions of all the writers of
the Bible. In fact, turn where I may, I find
doctrine.

From Genesis, the first chapter and first verse,
to the very last verse in the Bible, I find doctrine.
Moges and the prophets, Christ and the apostles,
all taught doctrine. I find I cannot preach Christ
and faith and repentance from a Bible stand-point,

“without preaching doctrine. It will not answer
to preach the doctrines of Plato, of Luther, of
Calvin, or of any man, only so far as they agree
with that blessed book. It will not do to quote
the mere opinions of men. Tradition will not pass
at the bar of God. Said Paul, ¢ Preach the word.”

THE DECISIVE HOUR.

HerE is a striking and pertinent sentence from
Emerson : “ One of the illusionsis that the present
hour is not the critical, decisive hour. Write it on
your heart that every day is the best day in the
year. No man has learned anything rightly until
he knows that every day is doomsday.” The
“Sage of Concord ” is sometimes misty, but this
utterance is sufficiently clear ; and it is a most
pregnant truth that he speaks. The temptatien is
to think that some other hour is important, but
that the present is only one of those commonplace
hours of which, as we wrongfully fancy, life is made
up. We are making character every day. We
never know when the critical moment may be
which shall settle the complexion of after life for
ourselves or for those dear to us. The important
thing, therefore, is to rightly estimate the value of
every moment. The Soripture injunction is to “re-
deem the time,” literally, to “buy up the oppor-
tunity.” In the view of inspiration every moment
is of great price, and is to be sought as the mer-
chant eagerly seeks for pearls of price. This view
makes all the difference between a proper and an
unworthy view of life. He who rightly values
each passing hour, he ““who knows that every day
is doomsday,” is holding life ut its noblest. Any-
thing less than this is to empty life of something,
perbaps of much, of its richness. It requires per-
sistence, high principle, the worthiest ambitions,
to live this rich life. But the expenditure is more
than repaid here and now. Such a life—every day
and hour spent ag in the sight of God and for hig
glory—is the best preparation for eternal life.—IL
tustrated Christian Weekly.

—(Speaking of Lot and his choice, in a prayer- /'\
meeting recently, it wus said that he found the re-
gion about Sodom a good place to raise cattle, but
a. very poor place in which to bring up children.
How many Christian people are making some such
choice as Lot made, and finding what he found,
after it is too late, that it would have been better
to gain less of earthly goods, and have more
of those influences and helps which enrich the mind
and chasten the spirit.”

THE best part of one’s life is the performance of
his daily duties. All higher motives, ideals, concep-
tions, sentiments, in a man are of no account if they
do not come down and strengthen him for the better
discharge of the duties which devolve upon him in
the ordinary affairs of life.
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“ The fields are white already to harvest,”’ —John 4: 35,
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THE NEW COVENANT

THE SABBATH A PART OF IT

Waat did Jesus say about the Sabbath? Did he
toll his followers to keep a new Sabbath? There is
not an intimation of it. Did he say anything of the
Sabbath 3-—Oh, Yes, indeed. In the first place he kept
it himnself ; but he did disregard the foolish traditions
which the Jews had added to the Sabbath, so the Jews
accused him of breaking the Sabbath. They also
said he had a devil, was a glutton and a blasphemer,
etc. Some people now want to destroy God’s holy Sab-
bath, and accuse Christ of breaking it, the very acou-
sation that the Phariseces made against him. Why do
they not go the whole figure and indorse all that they
said ; namely, that he had a devil, was a glutton, wine-
bibber, etc. ? Now notice what Christ did teach about
the Sabbath :—

“ And he said unto theim, The Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sabbath ; therefore the Son
of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.,” Mark. 2:27,
28, Does this intimate that the Sabbath was to be set

-aside 7—Not in the least. He says that it was made
for man, hence it should be a blessing to him. He
claims it for his own day by saying that he was the
Lord of it. Again, in Matt, 12 : 1-12, when they
had sccused him of breaking the Sabbath, what did he
do? Did he say that the Sabbath was abolished and
was no more t0 bo regarded, the same as he said in re-
gard to divorce and other things instituted by Moses?
——Oh, no ; he justified what the disciples had done by
several instances in the Old Testament, where even the
Pharisces had to acknowledge that holy men had done
more than to pluck a few ears of corn, and yet did not
break the Sabbath, Then he added, ‘ Wherefore it is
lawful to do well upon the Sabbath days.’” Thus he
directly recognizes the Sabbath as still existing under
the gospel, and indorses the law as still binding. I
soe no way that this conclusion can be avoided. Re-
membor all the time, that we are now in the gospel,
and under the new eovenant, and that all of Christ’s
teachings relate to the gospel and not to the Jewish
age. S0 when he foretold the destruction of Jerusa-
tem, which did not occur for forty years after the res-
urrection, he said, ‘“ But pray ye that your flight be
not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day.”
Matt, 24 :20. This most emphatically teaches that
just as sure as the winter would continue to exist un-
der the gospel age, so would the Sabbath. This con-
clusion is inevitable.

After Christ had thus for three years and a half had
his apostles with him, and had ciearly laid before them,
by his teachings, and his own life, all the principles of
the gospel, or new covenant, he then gathered them
toge ther on the night before his death, and there, in the
most solemn manner, he formally established with
them the new covenant. He had come from God to
speak God’s word to them, The twelve apostles, rep-
resenting Tsrael, was the other party, Christ was the
mediator, ‘¢ And he took bread, and gave thanks,
and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my
body which is given for you ; this do in remembrance
of me. Likewise also the cup after supper, saying,
This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is
ghed for you.” Luke 22: 19, 20, Here he tells them
that this breken bread represents his broken body and
that the wine represents his blood of the new covenant
which was shed for them. The apostles on their part,
by accepting him as their Saviour, thereby accepted
the new covenant terms. On the next day Jesus
Christ went out and shed his blood, and thus sealed up
and ratified the new covenant, for so Paul expressly
declares : ‘“ And for this cause he iz the mediator of the
new testament, that by means of death, for the re-
demption of the transgressions that were under the
first testament, they which are called might receive
the promise of eternal inheritance, For where a tes-

tament is, there must also of necessity be the death of
the testator. For a testament is of force after men are
dead ; otherwise it is of no strength at all while the
testabor liveth.” Heb. 9: 15-17. Paul here refers to

a principle which every one knows to be true, namely,

that when a testament, or will, is made, and the one
who made that will dies, then that will is sealed up
and is unalterable. So Christ by his death ratified the
new covenant. Paul says of this, ‘ Brethren, I
speak after the manner of men ; though it be buta
man’s covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disan-
nulleth, or addeth thereto.” Gal. 3: 15,

Here is another fact, that after a will is thus con-
firmed by the death of the testator, it cannot be
changed in the slightest particular. You cannot prit
in anything nor take out anything. It must stand,
every letter just as it was when the testator died.  So,
then, we have this fact, that nothing can be put into
the new covenant and nothing can be taken out of it
after Christ expired on the cross. But where does
Sunday come in? No one claims it before this time,
hence the only conclusion is that Sunday-keeping can-
not possibly be a part of the new covenant. Nor can
any new law for the Christian Church be given after
this, and there certainly was none given before.

D. M, C.

SPLENDID HOBBIES.

How often is it the case, when an unwelcome
truth is brought to bear upon the consciences of
men, and the lines of argument are slowly forming
themselves into a demonstration from which there is
no escape, and the arrows of conviction are beginning
to reach the heart,—how often under such circum-
stances the attempt is made to dismiss the subject
and stifle all impulse to obey, by exclaiming,  Oh!
that's your hobby ; you are making a hobby of that;
its just a hobby,” etc., and so, ringing the changes
on ‘“hobby,” a8 if anything thatis a hobby must be
essentially erroneous and evil, they try to think no
more of the matter. .

But suppose it is a hobby ? Is & matter to be con-
demned merely because some one makes it a ¢“ favorite
and ever-recurring theme of discourse, thought, or ef-
fort,” as “hobby” is defined to mean ? The ques-
tion is, Is it truth, and important ? 1f it is, then the
world should be suffered to have no rest on it, till it
is received. ‘* First pure, then peaceable,” says the
apostle.

‘Where would have been the world’s advancement
to-day, if no one had ever had any hobby? Noah
had a hobby upon which he swam out of the waters
of the flood. Lot was suddenly struck with a hobby;
but it bore him well away from burning Sodom.
The disciples and apostles had their hobby. The
reformers had a hobby. And no one has ever ridden
over the stagnant errors and prejudices of his time,
to lead the world up to a new plane and higher life,
without having his pathway echo with the cry of
“hobby ” from those who were indifferent or hostile
to the work of reform.

We confess that we have ““ favorite and ever-recur-
ring themes of discourse, thought, and effort.” The
great questions of the Sanctuary, the Messages, the
Law, the Sabbath, the Second Advent, the Answer
to Satan’s Great Lie, by which he deceived our first
parents, and kindred themes which 8. D, Adventists
have in hand; are living and stirring truths. The
world may call them hobbies if they will ; they must
have a hesring for all that. They are questions that
will not down. These hobbies have been mounted
by skillful riders, who are bound to keep them in
lively motion till they ride right over the ramparts of
indifference and opposition, into the very citadels of
error! Getup! u. 8

THE UNCANDID CROWD.

IN the Bible Banner of May 27, 1886, 0. R. L.
Crozier expresses the opinion that any man who ex-
amines the subject of the Sabbath candidly will re-
fuse to believe it.

Now here is a mystery. Of the some 30,000 who
are now keeping the seventh day as the Sabbath, the
greater part were a few years ago keeping the first
day of the week. Their attention was called to the
subject, and the arguments presented wrought con-
viction in their minds. The prospect of a change
presented only self-denial, sundering of former ties,
inconvenience, and oftentimes no small sacrifice.
Yet these difficulties have been cheerfully met that
they might have the approval of their own con-

sciences in their efforts to obey God. Before taking
the step, these persous examined the subject most
earnestly and prayerfully, with much before them at
stake. But, according to Mr. C., they did not ex-
amine the subject ‘ candidly.” Is not this very
strange ? We can easily conceive how a person
might be uncandid in the interest of his former views,
or of hig own interests, edse, or pleasure. But who
ever heard of persons’ being uncandid for the sake of
taking up new burdens, new crosses, and going
against their own self-interests every way? Yet
scores are doing this very thing, if his estimate of the
matter is correct. What will he do to save these
crowds from being 80 uncandid to their own incon-
venience { U, 8.

THE WORK IN AUSTRALIA.

THE cause is still onward in this country. Since
our last report, the membership of the Melbourne
church has increased to ninety-five, and there are
enough others observing the Sabbath, and who will
soon unite with ns, t0 make our number more than
one hundred. What seems especially encouraging,
the interest to hear on the truth does not abate. Al
though the wet season has caused us to house our tent,
we hold frequent meetings among the people. The
friends of truth secured the town hall of Prahran for
last Sunday evening, May 18, and invited me to speak
to them. We had a large and attentive audience:
and an appointment was given out for next Sunday
evening, During the week, we hold prayer and
Bible-reading meetings as the way opens. These are
always well attended, and much interest is manifested
in them,

One of our brethren who embraced the truth in
the early part of the summer, has opened meetings in
Cheltenham, a place about twelve miles from Mel-
bourne. The residents there are market-gardeners,
and have small places of from ten to forty acres;
and although the place appears much scattered, yet
2 comparatively large congregation assembles at Bro.
Sheppard’s meetings. He has now started to give
his entire time to the work; and we cannot but feel
anxious that he may make a success, for we greatly
need help. The Lord is undoubtedly working in be-
half of his cause in this country, and we loak for him
to raise up still others who may become helpers in
this great closing work for the world.

Bro. Israel has been holding meetings for a few
weeks in Ballarat, and he reports eighteen or twenty
very much interested. He thinks that most of them,
if not all, will obey the truth, To give an idea of
the interest they have to hear it, we will state that
the celebrated George Muller, of Bristol. England,
whom thousands are flocking t0 hear, was to speak
there one evening, and they told Bro Israel that if
he would hold a Bible reading that evening they
" would attend it in preference to hearing Mr. Muller.

Calls come in for labor from different directions.
Repeated invitations have been given for us to hold
meetings in the city of Collingwood, another suburb
of Melbourne. It seems that everybody is getting
gtirred over the Sabbath question. Even the Berean
societies of the different churches are discussing it
for one of their prominent questions. Only last Fri-
day evening, May 14, I was invited to attend one of
these discussions in the Presbyterian church of South
Melbourne. There I had an opportunity to present
to those present our views on this point. I am in-
vited to attend another such meeting in the Inde-
pendent church in Prahran this evening, May 17.
‘What the result of these occasions will be, no one
can tell; but one thing is certain: it shows the con-
dition of the people’s pulse on this question.

On the other hand, there are those who seem much
-troubled over what the Lord is doing, and say hard
things of the instruments he uses in the work. Every
device that can be thought of is being employed by
some to break the influence the truth is having upon
minds ; but the more they say against us and the
cause, the more eager people become to hear for
themselves. Some who were formerly very bitter
enemies toward us on account 0f what they had heard
from others, are now friendly, and willing to investi-
gate for themselves. One case is that of a doctor of
large practice, For s time he was very much in-
censcd at us ; but he finally sent for me to call on
him at his residence, which I did, and passed an en-
joyable evening talking the truth, which he seemed
to receive without hesitation. 1 have strong hope

that he will ere long identify himself with the work
of the third angel's message.
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The Bible Hcho is being well received, aud is pro-
nounced an excellent paper ut the various reading
rooms in which it is plnced. One man wrote, saying
that he had seen a copy in the reading roomi of his
place, and that he wanted to subscribe for it. He
was very particular to say that be wauted back num-
bers, beginning with the first issue of the paper. The
paper is evidently doing a” good work ; one that the
eucmies of the truth deeply lameut, and oue which
they would gladly stop if they could.

Our publications are iu good demaud here. The
canvassers and colporters are all eucouraged iu their
work. Since we landed iu the colouy, Bro. Aruold
has takeu nine hundred orders for ‘Thoughts on
Daniel and the Revelation.” Without doubt the
number will increase to oune thousand by the time
our first year here expires. The canvass for “* Great
Controversy, Vol. IV.,” is very enconraging, and we
liope ere long to have more in the field engaged in
this branch of the work. ‘

A very encouraging stute of affairs contiuues iu
New Zealand, where Bro. Haskell planted the truth
when there. They are using a large lot of publica-
tions iu their missionary work, and find many readers
for the Bible Heko. There has never been a time
when every part of the great harvest field seemed so
ripe for the sickle as now. But where are the men
aud means for the work ? Those who now withhold
their substance to the hiudrauce of gathering the

«harvest, will soou have cause to regret it. 'The work
1s now destined to move ouward with a mighty sweep,
and soon it will be over, aud the sheaves will all be
gathered iuto the garuer. If meu to whom God has
given means or taleut now refuse to act in the capac-
ity that he evidently designs they should, their exalted
privilege of laboring in behalf of their f¢llow-men will
goou bLe taken from them and giveu to others who
will be raised up for that purpose. God’s work must
move, aud he will not suffer it to be long hiudered
by dilatory ones who love his cause iu tongue, but
wot in deed. May we all arouse to a sense of our ob-
ligatious iu this solemn time, and btickle ou the armor
to do service for the truth until the Master comes.

J. 0. Coruriss.

ANOTHER SIGN OF THE END.

PREPARATION YOR WAR.

It is remarkable that the word of God has foretold
very distinctly that in the last days people would be
doing two apparently opposite things. They would be
proclaiming peace and safety on the one hand, and
mightily preparing for war on the other hand. 1t isa
fact that these two signs are significantly being fulfilled
in our own genoration as they never were before. On
the one hand we have men everywhere talking of
peace, of the cossation of war, of ditficulties to be seft-
tled by arbitration, peace congresses, peace commis-
sions, ete., ministers preaching it, politicians talking
about it, editors publishing it, till many believe in i,
This is just what Paul said they would do: ‘“For
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall
say peace and safety ; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them.” 1 Thess. 5:2, 3. i

It will be noticed that they will be saying ‘‘ peace
and safety” ab the very timo that the Lord is about to
come. Lot the read r remember that this talk of
peace is a late idea; it is only within the past few
yoars that it has become the popular idea. Now, on
the other hand, the Bible expressly teaches that just
bofore the day of the Lord, there will be extensive
and wonderful preparations for war. ‘‘Proclaim ye
this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up
the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near ; let
them come up : Beat your plowshares into swords, and
your pruninghooks into spears : let the weak say, I
am strong. Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is
ripe ; come, get you down; for the press is full, the
fats overflow ; for their wickedness is great. Multi-
tudes, multitudes in the valley of decision ; for the day
of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. Thesun
and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall
withdraw their shining. The Lord also shall roar out
of Zion." Joel 8:9,10,13-16. Here we see that just
before the Lord's voiee is heard from heaven, when
the day of the Lord is near, when the Lord is about to
thrust in his sickle, and when the signs of the last days
are seen, then it is said, * Prepare war, wake up the
mighty men,” ‘“beat your plowshares into swords,
and your pruninghooks into spears.” This points out
a great and extensive preparation for war. In Rev.

-masses are being turned into soldiers,

11, 18, in connection with the Judgment, it is shown
that the nations will be in a state of anger and war.
¢ And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is eome,
and the time of the dead, that they should be judged,”
etc. Just ab the time of the Judgment the nations, in-
stead of being at peaee, are in a state of anger.
Again the prophet says, of the time just before Christ
appears, *‘For they are the spirits of devils, working
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle
of that great day of God Almighty. Behold, I come as
a thief.” Rev. 16: 14, 15. By this it will be seen
that the kings of the earth are to be preparing for the
battle of the great day of God Almighty, just before
Christ comes.

It is simply astonishing to considev the wonderful
preparations for war that have been made in this gen-
eration. All that has ever been done in that line by
the human race before; sinks into insignificance com-
pared to it. Such deadly weapons of warfare, such
terrible engines of destruction, sueh powerful ships of
war, such impregnable defenuses, such untold millions
invested in implements of war, such millions drilled
for warfare, the world lias never dreamed of before.
The art of warfare has been perfected to such a de-
gree now, that one of our war vessels to-day could
readily sink all the navies of the world as they existed
a hundred years ago. A regiment of men, with our
Gatling guns of to-day, and our improved cannon,
could have withstood the armies of the world as they
were equipped a hundred years ago. Read a few dec-
larations from the press, and try to take in the won-
derful statements which they make. The New York
Tribune says :—

‘“HOW THE EUROPEAN POWERS IN TIME OF PEACE
ARE PREPARING FOR WAR,”

““While the necessity for peace is upon all lips, and
the benefits of international ainity are forcibly con-
trasted by the European press with all the bale, the
plague, the evils, that follow in the train of war, yet,
at the same time, the governments continue to arm,
and with feverish haste are endeavoring to swell their
armies to the most formidable war footing. All
branches of military administration are equally stimu-
lated ; armaments are perfected as well as assembled
to an enormous extent; ways of communication are
extended and ramified ; new methods of conseription
or obligatory service are digested so as to draw forth
the utmost available effective strength of the country,
while over all these measures, that speak so clearly of
war, there is thrown so slight a vail that no one should
fail to see the ultimate result.”

‘' ARMAGEDDON " AT HAND.

The San Francisco Chronicle, of Jan. 30, 1875, thus
comments on the warlike aspect of the world at that
time :—

¢« A careful survey of the existing Ruropean situa-
tion seems ahmost sufficient to justify a belief in
the prediction of the enthusiasts who declare that the
true iuterpretation of John’s apocalyptic vision shows
that ‘the battle of the great day of God Almighty at
Armageddon’ is actually at hand. All Enrope is at
present one vast camp, The nations are arming from
the British Channe! to the Ural Mountains ; from the
Mediterranean to the Baltic, as if with a prophetic un-
derstanding that a terrible and portentous crisis is at
hand. The nations are becoming armies ; the general
The arsenals
are busy shaping more deadly weapons of destruction
than were ever before known, The fonndries are cast-
ing colossal cannon, compared with which those here-
tofore used in warfare are but children’s toys.”

The annual amount paid for war for the world is
$2,600,000,000, while only $5,000,000 is paid for
Christian missions ! This puts anawful burden on la-
bor, forcing it to pay $50,000,000 per week before its
own wants are begun to be provided for. The aggre-
gate war debt of the world is $23,000,000,000.
Righty-three per cent of the income of Great Britain
goes for war purposes,”

"The North British Daily Mail, of April 1, 1886,
says: *The horizon is black with war clouds.” The
same paper, of April 5, 1886, also says : ** Europe is
now an armed camp, with over 20 millions of men in
arms, and upon whom are expended not far short of
200 millions sterling annually. When the match is
applied to this heap of cumbustibles, who will venture
to say where the conflagration will end 7

¢ A vivid notion of the march of the science of war
since the rebellion, may be gained by the statement re-
cently made, that five regiments, properly intrenched,
aud armed with Gatling guus and other atrocities of
fire-arms, would now be able to keep back the whole
Union army as weaponed in 1864, In the navy, as is
more generally known, the scientific advance in attack
and defense has been more remarkable stiil.”—
Springfield Republican.

Reader, is not this the thing foretold in the word of
God, that in the last days the nations shounld be pre-
paring for war 'as never before? Let no one, then,
dreamni of a time of peace just before us. It never will
be. The day of God, with all its horrors, is the next
event to.come, D, M., C.

COURAGE

FOR THE TRUTH.

IF oue really wauts to kuow the truth of history
about the Sabbath, as well as about some other Bible
subjects, we advise him to rend historians of uou-sec-
tariau bias But if he wishes to sink deeper and
deeper into darkness, assumption, coutradictions, and
lies, let him cousult ouly certain orthodox writers,
men, who, looking more than seven ways for divine
authority for Sunday, uever find it, and yet write on,
glibly, aud with an air of confideuce, as though this
sort of treatment ought to satisfy hiouest inquiry! We
wonder uot that a uovelist, in writing of Mill Yard
chapel, asked, "*Why dou't the Bishops look iuto
this question?”—meauing the Sabbath,—it being so
cvideut to auy oue who gives it serious thought. A
precious morceau is the following uote in Captain
Richard . Burton's receutly trunslated ‘‘Arabiau
Nights” (privately printed) The note is made upou
the following passage in the Arabian story: “As it
wasg Sabbath I fouud the dyer’s shop locked.” The
uote itself is as follows :—

“The Arab Sabt from Sabata, (he kept Sabt) aud
the Heb. * Sabbath’ both mean Saturn’s day, Satwr-
day, transferred by some unknown process through-
out Christendom to Suuday. The chauge is one of
the most curious in the history of religions. If there
be a siugle command strouger than all others, it is
‘Keep the Saturday holy.” It was so kept by the
Pouuder of Christiauity; the order was never abro-
gated, aud yet most Clristiaus are not aware that
Sabbath or * Sawbath,’ means Saturn’s day, the ‘Shi-
yar’ of the older Arabs. Aud to complete ity degra-
datiou ‘Sabbath’ iu Freuch aud iu Germau meaus a
ertaillerie, o ‘row,’ a disorder, an abominable festival
of Hexen (witches). This moustrous absurdity can
be explaived ouly by aberrations of sectariau zeal,
and of party spirit in religiouw.”—Vol. II., page
305. :

Who can wouder that men, like this great traveler,
kuowiug these thiugs, occagsioually speak out? The
wonder is that those who are on the watch-towers
will not open their lips. The charge wmade in the
foregoiug note is in effect that professed Christians
have heaped every possible indignity upon the fourth
commaudment. * Aberrations of sectariau zeal,” in-
deed ! ‘“ Let us have uothiug to do with that odious
brood, the Jews,” said Constautive. But this was
only a blind iu order to preserve the popularity of the
suu-worship day. ‘““The old Paganism,” says a
writer iu the Silver Morn, *‘was transformed aud lived
under a new name, 80 that the Christianity of Con-
stantine (it has been said) was but baptized paganism;”
aud Sunday in the place of the Sabbath was the im-
portant part of this *“ baptized paganism,” which has
been made to lift its arrogant head to terrify into sub-
mission everybody in all time. Free inquiry, how-
ever, is sure to expose the ‘ monstrous absurdity,”
aud Dbring about a reaction iu favor of a returu to
God’s owu appointed day. Let us all have the cour-
age of our couvictions, and speak the whole truth in
the love of it.—Sabbath Memorial,

GOD'S STANDARD.

- Ir it be true that every man has his opiniou of him-
gelf, it is equally truc that God has his opinion of ev-
ery mau. These opiuious are very likely to differ.
That is Lecause we use different measures of value
from God. Our scales are differeut. We put down
our moral weight as so much, while God puts it
down perhaps as not oue-teuth as much, perhaps as -
absotutely uothing. Oue of the most importaut
things a man cau do is to have lis scales adjusted
and corrrcted so as to agree with the scales he will at
last be weighed by, God’s word gives us the stand-
ard, By that we can figure our weight. It hags beeu
said that we are each three men—what we see our-
selves to Le, what our neighbors see us to be, aud
what God sees us to be. The three will coincide by
and by, aud the time when that will happen is calied
God’s Judgmeut day "—Independent.

Theu ‘““let us hear the conclusiou of the whote mat-
ter ; Fear God and keep his commandments; for
this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring
every worlk into Judgmeut, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” Hecl. 12:
13, 14
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SPIRITUALISM.

WorkErs in the cause of Spiritualism are con-
vinced that no Protestant church can long remain
closed to them, according to the following, which a
brother sends us, clipped from a recent number of
the Religio-Philosophical Journal : —

¢ Notwithstanding Sunday last was a cold, stormy
day for people to come out, yet the attendance at
the meseting of the Society of United Spiritualists
was unexpectedly large. Mrs. S. De Wolf’s lecture
was plain, practical, and earnest, and deeply in-
terested the audience. Judge Holbrook made some
pertinent remarks on the wonders and peculiarities
of gpirit mediumship. Dr. Randall called attention
to the fact that the work of mediums and speakers
in the interest of Spiritualism is having its effect
on the Church, and cited as an illustration that
Muys, Lillie and other good speakers in the cause
of Spiritualism, have, during the past fow months,
occupied the lecture room of Thomas K. Beecher’s
church, in Elmira, N. Y,; and .that the pastor was
present at some of the lectures, and commented
favorably upon them. He also said, ‘Surely the
spirit of toleration grows, If the Spiritualists will
concentrate their etforts in bringing out the sub
stantial and indisputable evidence of immortality,
and in the moral work for the development of inan’s
higher nature, no Protestant church can long remain
closed to them with the religious thought that now
prevails.' "’

s

STRANGE WORDS FOR PROTESTANTS.

Tae evidence, in rapidly increasing ratio, is
daily augmenting, showing that apostate Protest-
antism is tending backward to the bosom of
the Mother Church. Bro. Teflt writes us from
Susquehanna, Pa., that the late Easter services in
that place which were held in the Catholic church,
wore largely attended, and particularly launded, by
Protestants, The Susquchanna Journal of May
15, 1886, published the following, purporting to
be the utterance of a Methodist bishop soncerning
the Catholic Church, From such a souvce the
words are simply astounding :—

«“In the Independent, Randolph 8. Foster, D.
D., LL. D., Methodist Bishop, discusses the pope
and the church of which he is the earthly head, in
a faghion that will excite some surprise. Concern-
ing the Roman Catholic Church, Bishop Foster
says, among other things : ¢ It cannot be disputed
that she descends in direct and unbroken line
from the apostolic time and Church. She inherits
all the history and traditions from the earliest
Christian ages down to the Reformation. FProt-
estantism emanated from her bosom, and comes
into the line of consecutive and organized Chris-
tianity and antiquity only by tracing itself back
to her and through her. Condemn her as we
may, she is owr mother. . . . She presents the
most compact and powerful organization that has
ever been set up among men. She has wielded
more power over wider spaces of time and space
than any other institution, ancient or modern.
She is still, to-day, as powerful as she was in the
time of the great Gregory, or Hildebrand, in essen-
tial regpects. That there are still many saints
within her pale there is no reason to doubt. Her
episcopal throne, on the Tiber, still moves the
world. It is not perfectly clear that she will ever
be less powerful than she is to-day.’”

We can assure the bishop that it is perfectly
clear that she will one day be less powerful than
she is to-day, and that is the time when this
«mother of harlots,” and all her unworthy daugh-
ters (Rev. 17 : b), shall be cast down as a mill-
stone is cast into the sea (Rev. 18 : 21), and shall
be consumed by the spirit of Christ's mouth, and
destroyed by the brightness of his coming,

-t P

A STRAW.

It has been a noticeable fact for some time, that
the Protestant churches are beginning to look upon
the Cabholic Church as a large and influential re-
ligious denomination. 1 wasg recently talking with
a Catholic in reference to a very large church which
they are building in this town (Mattoon, I1L), and

I asked him if it was not hard on bthem to erect
such an expensive building, . He said, “ Yes, itis ;
but a great many of the Protestants of the town
give donations to it, which help us greatly.”

This apparently trivial incident plainly shows us
where we are drifting. It surely indicates that we
are near the time when a union will be formed
between Protestants and Catholics, by uniting on
certain doctrines common to both ; such as, Sun-
day-keeping, baptism, and the conscious state of the
dead. When this is done, the last spark of the
Reformation will have died out. From ¢ Testi-
mony, ” No. 32, p. 207, I read :—

“When Protestantism shall stretch her hand
across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman
power, whon she shall reach over the abyss to clasp
hands with Spiritualism, when, under the influence
of this threefold union, our country shall repudiate
every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant
and Republican government, and shall make pro-
vision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and
delusions, then we may know that the time has
come for the marvelous working of Satan, and
that the end is near.”

All things combine to show that this time is now
near at hand. On cvery side we can see forces
wheeling into line to fulfill Rev. 13:15. When
the Protestants assist in building churches for the
Oatholics, we may know that all the enmity
between them is going. But God does not desert
his faithful people. The same one who wrote of
their persecutions saw them triumphant on Mount
Zion, singing the song of their happy deliverance.
Rev.14:1-3. Shall we not all strive for a place
among them ? “ And that, knowing the time, that
now it ig high time to awake out of sleep : for now
is our salvation nearer than when we believed.
The night is far spent, the day is at hand : let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us
put on the armor of light.,” TRom. 13:11, 12,

GEo. TroMpson,

s P
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A GROWING SENTIMENT.

Pror. DavIp SwiNg, the noted Chicago lecturer,
speaking in that city Sunday morning, May 16,
on the subject of the present labor difficulties, pro-
posed the following remedy :— .

“Could the two great forms of Christianity—
Protestantism and Roman Catholicism —combine
at the ballot-box in favor of reform in city and
State, many men now possessing a harmful power
would find themselves straws upon the bosom of a
river, and the river one of righteousness.”

And it is not difficult to see that, when this un-
ion is brought about, unless the present sentiments
of these two denominations shall have undergone a
remarkable change, the list of proscribed “harmful ”
persons will include all who advocate the doctrines
of S. D. Adventists. L. A. 8.

—We expect to see outspoken Catholic journals
advocating the worship of “saints,” and abound-
ing in the praises of the virgin Mary, both in po-
etry and prose ; but when a journal purporting to
be Protestant in sentiment adopts such a course,
ag did the N. Y. /ndependent of June 17, it i3 ex-
plainable only on the ground that such a journal
is in the mid stream of the wide current, now
everywherve visible in this country, setting so
strongly toward Romanism. Scarcely a week
passes, scarcely a paper comes to hand, which does
not bring startling evidence of the rapidity with
which this change is taking place. The rapid ob-
literation of those principles which, since the Ref-
ormation, have marked them as separate from the
Roman Catholic world, is a spectaclte which every
true Protestant may well view with alarm.

—There are great lives that fashion themselves
in prayer. Their communion with God gives them
somewhat of the dignity of their associations. All
the belittling things of life are obscured and hidden
under the august conceptions that engross the mind
when it is holding fellowship with God. Outwardly,
such a life is filled with the peace and warmth of the
gospel, and it ig fruitful in spiritual results. The
value of prayer cannot be overestimated.
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" If any man have not the Spirit of Ciwist, he is none of his,*
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Every sower must one day reap
From the seed he has sown,

How carefully, then, it becomes us to keep
A watchful eye on the sced, and seck

To 8w what is good, that we may not weep
T'o receive our own.

TO EVERY MAN HIS WORK.

BY MR8, E. G, WIITH,

WaeN Christ ascended on high, he bade his dis-
ciples take the gospel work where he had left it, and
carry it forward to completion. Though more
than eighteen centuries have passed since that
command was uttered, it has lost naught of its
force. To day, the last warning message of mercy,
the closing invitation of the gospel, is sounded to
the world. A great work is yet to be accom-
plished, & work which will require most earnest,
determined effort. XFvery one who has received
the light of truth, is required, in turm, to aid in
giving the light to the world. If we would at last
share the reward of the righteous, we must wisely .
improve the time of onr probation. Moments are
more precious than gold. We have been redeomed
by the blood of Christ ; our time, our talents, be-
long to him. We should improve every opportu-
nity to advance the cause of our Master.

We should seek to preserve the full vigor of all
our powers, for the accomplishment of the work
before us. Whatever detracts from physical vigor, '
weakens mental effort. Hence, every practice un-
favorable to the health of the body, should be res-
olutely shunned.

Says the great apostle, “ I keep under my body,
and bring it into subjection, lest that by any
means, when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway.” We cannot maintain con-
secration to God, and yet injure our health by the
willful indulgence of a wrong habit. Self-denial is
one of the conditions, not only of admission into
the service of Christ, but of continuance therein.
Christ himself declared, in unmistakable lan-
gnage, the conditiony of discipleship : « If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow me,”

Yet how many who call themselves Christians
are unwilling to exercise self-denial, even for
Christ’s sake. How often the love for some per-
nicious indulgence is stronger than the desire for
a sound mind in a sound body ! Precious hours
of probation are spent, God-given means squan-
dered, to please the eye or to gratify the appetite.
Custom holds thousands in bondage to the earthly
and sensual. Many are willing captives; they
desire no better portion.

They are few who walk in the clear light of
God's word, who maintain their freedom in Christ
by daily self-denial. Yet none need fail in this
work of self-renunciation. God will give help to
every earnest seeker. Ile reads the intents and
purposes of the heart. He marks every soul strug-
gle. If we sincerely seek his grace, our life will
correspond with our profession of faith ; our light
will shine forth, in good works, to the world.

“Be not deceived ; God is not mocked.” He
knows whether our hearts are wholly devoted to
his gervice, or given to the things of the world.
We may profess what we will, but unless our life
corresponds with our profession, our faith is dead.
The runle given by the apostle Paul is the only safe
rule for our guidance in all the affairs of life.
“ Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do,
do all to the glory of God.” 1In the selection of
our food, we should not seek merely to please the
taste, but should choose that which is most health-
ful. In dress, we should seek that which is sim-
ple, comfortable, convenient, and appropriate.

The coming of the Lord draweth nigh, We
have but a little time in which to make veady.
If precious opportunities are slighted, it will result
in eternal loss. We need a close connection with
God. We are not safe a moment unless guided
and controlled by the Holy Spirit. The soul
should be often uplifted to God in prayer, even
while we are engaged in our business vocations.
These silent prayers rise like precious incense be-
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fore the throne of grace. Satan is baffled. He
cannot overcome the Christian whose heart is
thus stayed upon God. No hellish arts can de-
stroy his peace. All the promises of God's word,
- all the power of divine grace, all the resources of
Jehovah, are pledged to securs his deliverance.

If we would not be misled by ervor and false.
hood, the heart must be precccupied by the truth,
The word of God will furnish the mind with weap-
ons of divine power, to vanquish the enemy.
Happy is the man, who, when tempted, finds his
goul rich in the knowledge of the Scriptures, who
finds shelter beneath the promises of God. «Thy
word,” gaid the psalmist, ¢ have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not sin against thee.” We need
now, a8 never before, that calm, steady faith, that
undaunted moral courage, which none.but Christ
can give, to brace us for trial and strengthen us
for duty.

My fellow Christians, we are far from reaching
the divine standard. Qur works do not correspond
with our privileges and opportunities. Few de-
vote themselves unreservedly to the service of
God. Few are accomplishing all that they might
accomplish if they would wisely put to use the tal-
ents that God has given them. The powers that
are suffered to lie dormant should be strengthened
and developed by active work for the Master.
Some who would glndly be useful in the cause of
Christ, are hindered by timidity and self-distruss.
Such persons need encouragement. Many possess
latent powers of which they are wholly uncon-
geious. They should be aroused to put to use
their God-given ability. Many vefuse to enter the
harvest field because they cannot do as great a
work ag some others. But there is work for all to
do. When one excuses himself, the burden rests
more heavily upon others, who must do their part
and that of the delinquent.

Christ has left his work on earth to be carried
forward by those who believe in'him. Love for
Jesus will be manifested in a desire to work for
him. Love for Jesus will lead to love, tenderness,
and sympathy for his followers. Those who are
partakers of the grace of Christ, will be willing to
make any sacrifice, that others for whom he died
may share the heavenly gift. " They will do all
they can to make the world better for their so-
journ iif it. The Lord is not pleassd with our
weak, inefficient eflorts, our indifference and inde-
cision concerning matters of eternal motnent.
Whatever we do for the salvation of souls, should
be done with zeal and devotion, as though this
were—as indeed it is—the most important work
that can engage our attention. We must work
with the same earnestness with which Christ
worked. Our efforts should be marked by inten-
sity and perseverance, proportionate to the impor-
tance of the object which we seek—eternal life.
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PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE.

UF~Briof mention of work done and results accomplished
by Seventh-day Adventists, in different parts of the field,
according to reports received since our last issue i—

ARKANSAS.—J. G Wood visits churches at Si-
loam Springs, Robinson, and Cincinnati; six addi-
tions to the church at first-named place, and one at
Cincinnati.

Tranos.—Two converts reported at Nimes, as one
result of special meetings.

Inprana.—Tent meetings at Homer, Tipton, Del-
phi, Markle, Kempton, and Brimfield.

Tuuinois.—Tent meeting held in Chicago, with
interesting results; five converts reported at Cen-
tralia.

Towa,—Tent meoting at Wilton Junction results
favorably ; seven new members added to the church
at Council Bluffs; three new members added at Des
Moines.

Ipamo.—Church organized at Boise City, alsoone
at Franklin ; Sabbath-schaol organized at first-named
place.

KeNTuokY.—A goodly nwmber of converts ab
Russellville,

Kansas.—Tent meeting held at North Topeka,
and six conversions result from the same; tent meet-
ing held at Hutchinson, also at Lebo.

MaiNe—State camp-meeting held at Houlton;
seven hundred dotlars pledged for enlarging the work
in that State this season; several conversions result
from the meeting.

MicnieaN.—Five converts baptized at Flint, four
at Montrose, and three at Otter Lake; tent meeting
held at Morrice; six converts baptized at Tuscola,
and ehurch of thirty members organized ; thirty con-
verts reported at Cedar Lake.

MARYLAND.—One couvert reported as a result of
meetings held at Greensboro.

MISSOURI.‘-—Company of fifteen believers raised
up at Rockville, by a series of meetings; Sabbath-
school organized ; tent meeting held at Utica.

Nonrn Carorina.~—DFifteen converts reported at
Lenoir, as one result of tent meetings; a Sabbath-
sehool of twenty-five members organized at the same
pldce; tent mecting being held at McBride's Mills,
with good prospects.

New York —Eight converts baptized at the Ba-
tavia camp-meeting

NeBraska —Tent meeting held at Cedar Rapids

Ouro.—Tent meeting held at Washington results
in twelve conversions and the organization of a Sab-
bath-school of twenty members; three conversions
reported at Arcadia.

PreNNsyYLVANIA.—Tent meeting held at Martins-
burg,

Ruove IsLanp.—A church of nine members or-
ganized at Greenwood, also a traet society.

Texas.—Mestings held at Arlington result in fif-
teen conversions; mentbership of church at Caddo
Mills increased to eighteen; tent meeting held at
Oliveria.

V ErRMONT,—Meetings held at Leicester, Salisbury,
Brownington, Montgomery, and Burlington, with fa-
vorable results at each place.

VIRGINTIA.—Sabbath-school of twenty-six members
organized at Port Republic, where also three con-
verts receive baptism.

WasHiNGTON TERRITORY.—Tent meeting held
at Seattle.
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TiB THBEOLOGIGAL WORLD.

.. ..Australlan Baptist churches are sending elght ladies to
work in Eastern Bengal.

....The Church of Eugland has nine misslon stations
along the Panama Canal.

....It is stated that one-fifth of the population of Eugland
and Waies sre {n Sunday-schools.

....After two years’ labor at Scoul, the capltal of Corea,
a colporter has seventy men who are applicants for baptism

....Dr. Newman Hall has nineteen Sunday-schools in con-
nectlon with his churches in London, in which are 5,600
pupils. :

.The board of overseers of Harvard Coilege have re-
pealed the rule requiring the attendance of the students at
dally prayer.

... The report of the Baptist Missionary Unlon meeting
states that twelve hundred members were baptized in Bur-
mah last year.

....Thé M. E. Church has 225,000 negro members who
support 1,219 preachers and gave $21,000 last year to be-
nevolent objects.

....In an English church In London the holy communion
service is celebrated once a month in Hebrew, for the ben-
efit of some converted Jews, .

....The Burmans, fearing tlie collapse of the Buddhlst re-
ligion, have asked the Viceroy of India to appoint the Budd-
hist Pope, and he has, of eourse declined.

.+..The Jewish population of Jerusalem now numbers 18,-
000, being the largest numnber that has lived in the sacred
elty at one time since the destruction by Titus in . . 70.

....It 18 worth noting that several Spiritualist papers which
we have seen, regard the convietion of Herr Most and his
felow-anarchists as an outrage on liberty., This shows the
nature of the ‘“lberty” of which Spiritualists prate so
much.

....The Methodist Recorder says: ‘‘One of the greatest
curses of almost every church to-day is the presence in 1t of
unconverted, godless persons, who often, from motives of
selfishness or ambition, seek to control it, lead it into chan-
nels of worldliness, and permeate it with their own spirit.”

... .Subscriptions contimue to pour in for the Catholic
University at Washington. The major portion of the mill-
lon dollars which was to be collected for the cost and
endowment of the University is in hand. Ground will not
be broken for the erection of the building till next spring,

. ... The Church of England Synod in session in Toronto,
Canada, last week, appointed a committee to 'confer with
the Presbyterian, Methodist, and other Christlan bodies in
Canada, for the purpose of ascertaining the possibilities of
houorable unfon with such bodies, and, if such union be
found possible without sacrifice of essential Christian prin-
ciples, to formulate a scheme for effecting such unfon.

... .Bpeaking of the religious state of the world, the Bible
Banner says: ‘“ We have over one billion of the human race
who are living without God, aud without hope, either for
this wor'd or for the world to come. For every person de-
cently clothed and fed, in lands of civilization, there are
two digging for roots or grubs to stay the cravings of hun-
ger, fu !?nds where the idea of what we call a home is un-
nown. .

...7“Spurgeou says: ‘“ We may live to see men calling
themselves Christians and differing fn no singte ftem from
Mohammedans; in fact, even now there are religlonlsts
among us who are not 80 near the truth as the followers of
the false prophet. Oak has given place to willow; every-
body has grown limp. Out of the generality of Mmpuess
has come an admiration of {t. A man cannot speak a plain
word without being accused of bitterness, and if he de-
nounces error he Is narrow-minded; for all must joIn the
mutual admivation society, or be placed under ban and be
howled down,”

-..The /nferior remarks thus: “A religious revival in
Paris is something to which the world has not been greatly
sccustomed. It would seem, however, as {f the high life of
the capital was passing through some sort of religlous ex-
perience and exhibitirg a revivalistlc phase. Whatever the
influence at work, the outcome is a development confined
to fashionable life. It is hecoming the practice of young
swells to go to church and take the communion as they °
leave a supper-table where they have caroused till the early
hours of the morning. Flgaro looks upon it as an old-
worid notlon and a reactionary character, whether sincere
or insincere, for good or for evil. In any case it Is a no-
ticeable feature of the times.

.. - The questlon of non-attendance at church on Sunday
by such large numbers s claimlug attention in England.
A meeting of lnymen was held recently at Bradford, the
geutiemen comprising it belonglng ‘to one or other of the
evangelical bodies. It was agreed that nndenominational
ehurches would not meet the difficulty. It was thought
that each church shounld join in some general plan and fa-
vor such a course as would meet the requirements of the
day. The following recommendations were agreed upon:
Earnest and simple preaching of the gospel; hearty sing-
ing, In which all can joln, free seats; constant effort on
the part of Christians in the way of tenderlng invitations
to others to come and worship with them or to go where
taste dir cted, deeper interest in the spiritual welfare of
the young, and the necessity for prayer for the outpouring
of the Holy 8pirit. The Chlcago Inferior thinks that the
question Is one of scarcely less Importance in this country
than in England.
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The Coming Conflict . ....... PP Veereaaaa, 1.00
Great Controversy, 4 vols,each................... 1.00
History of the Doetrine of the Soul . ............... 1.00
Life of Willlam Miiler ........................ ... 100
The Sanctuary and 2800 Days . ................... 1.00
Synopsis of Present Truth. ..................... .. 1.00
The Marvei of Nations. ., ., e s ... 100
The Bible from Heaven .,........................ .80
Lifeof Joseph Bates. . ............¢oe0ivuiuinvnnn. .80
Faets for the Times . ....................... cve. .50
The Soul and the Resurrectfon ................... 75
Sketehes from the Life of Panl, ... ,...... P &1
Sabbath Readings, 4 vols.,each .,................. .60
Poem oun the Sabbath ... ... ... ........ RN .30

IN PAPER COVERS,

The Life of Christ and his Aposties, (8 pamphlets)
Our Faith and Hope............................ .25

Thoughts on Baptism,.....,. e, Veereens .25
Ministration of Augels,..... Ceresiaata Chvenas .20
Modern Spiritualism ... ............. Sirseaenas .20
Refutation of the Age to Come ........ Cessianaan. .20
Mliraculous Powers,............... e 15
Three Messages of Rev. 14 . ... ..., ..., Vs 15
The Holy Spirit . ...... .o o it i 15
Appeal to the Baptists. ..........., tiressanenen. .10
Christ in the Old Testament ..,. ....,........ R
Hope of the Gospel ........ RN Ciiiieesieen, 10
Inheritance of the Baints,.................c0u.. . .10
Matthew 24............ P P | ]
Matter and Spirit .., ....... . ... Lo, S 1
Position and Work of the True Peopte of God ....,., ,10
Redeemer and Redeemed ... ................... e W10
Sanctlfication ........... ... e, .10
The S8even Trumpets . ......... ... 0iereennn. .10
Sunday Seventh-day Examined. ................... .10
The Tithing System . .. ........... .. c0iiirinnene. .10
Truth Found. .. ......... ... iiiviiiiinnnnn. e W10
Vindieation of the True Sabbath ................ . 10

{3F~ The foregoing wlll be matled, post-paid, on Yteceipt
of price. FunL Catanocues of all our publeations’ in
English, German, Danish, Swedish, French, Dutch, and
Italian sent araTis on application with stamp.

Address, Review & Herawnp, Battie Creck, Mich, ;

Or, Paciric Press, Oakland, Calliornla.
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g5~ Attention is dirccted to o notice clsewhere on
this page, of the “Papal Chart.” The chart is all
that is claimed for it by the author, and we bespeak
for it a liberal recognition. )

§3%~ Upon the subjects of faith, repentance, conver-
sion, free salvation, and other cardinal doctrines of
Christianity, this journal is in harmony with the Prot-
estant world generally, and believes them of great
importance. But the battle upon these questions has
been fought, and these doctrines are not now disputed.
They have only to be stated, to be assented to. Hence
there is not that necessity for time and labor to be
spent upon these subjects that there is upon others
equally important, that Protestants generally ignore.

298, D. Adventist camp-meetings will be held as
follows : Virginia, Harrisonburg, Aug. 3-10; Ver-
mont, Vergennes, Ang. 10-17 ; Arkansas, Springdale,
Aug, 4-10; Kansas, Osborne, Aug. 19-30; Texas,
Midlothian, Aug. 17-24; Ohio, Mt, Vernon, Aug.
17-24; Nevada, Aug. 31 to Sept. 8; California,
Woodland, Sept. 22 to Oct. 5 ; alsa at Los Angeles,
Oct. 14-25, and at Santa Barbara, Nov. 4-11. All
these meetings are designed as general gatherings,
not only for all believers in the vieinities named,
but algo for all, of whatever denomination, to spend a
season of relaxation from business cares, and in the

worghip of God.

05~ It is interesting to note the action of the late
conference of the Unitarian ¢ churches” of the West,
relative to the adoption of a declaration of principles.
The secretary, Mr. Sunderland, presented three reso-
lutions,—one as a test of Christian, one of theistic,
and one of ethical, principles. Both the Christian and
theistic principles were repudiated, and the conference
planted itself on the bare ground of ethical culture,
The first one was rejected because it pledged the con-
ference to ““the interests of pure Christianity,” and
thie second because it was thought the phrase ‘‘love
to God” was “too dogmatic.” Since the Unitarians
have thus boldly proclaimed their positions, it is a
little difficult to understand how they can rightfuliy
employ such Christian terms as they do; it is difficult
t0 understand what right they have to call their o1-
ganization & ‘“ church, ” that being a purely-Christian
title. To be consistent, that and all other purely
Christian terms in use among them shouild be dis-
carded as ‘‘ too dogmalic.”
—e———
§F~A. leading Spiritualist paper says editorially *
‘It is not necessary that one should always avow his
beliefs or disbeliefs before the world, especially when
to do so is to invite social or financial disaster.” This
reminds us of one Mr. By-ends, of whom Bunyan
speaks, who was for religion ““ so far as the times and
my safety will bear it; when he walks in his golden
slippers in the sunshine, and with applause.” Such
doctrine is, as we might expect, exactly opposite to
that taught in the Bible, but it will find many advo-
cates. Says one, ““If Spivitualism is an error, how is
it that it has gained so large a following? "—Just be-
cause it is an error. The quotation at the beginning
of this note should suffice for an answer. It, like all
crror, appeals to man’s nature, and caters to his nat-
ural inclinations. But Christ says: *‘If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me.” Such a call will neverfind
a general, hearty response in this world.—Signs of
the Times.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY.

Tne present agitation of the above subject all cen-
ters about the Sabbath question. That most, if not
all, religlons will be tolerated in this country, is quite
certain ; but religious liberty and rellgious toleration
are two distinct things. Our opponents are willing,
they say, thail we should obscrve the seventh day, but
to do secular work on Sunday is quite another con-
cession. ‘“The wheels of trade and labor on Sunday
must be stopped.” To make any exceptions in favor
of seventh-day observers would open the flood-gates

~of Sunday desecration, say our religious-amendment
friends, hence ‘‘ for the sake of the people, phrysically,
intellectually, and morally, the wheels of business
must pause” on one day in seven. Notice the present

argument. Sunday legislation, they say, is not in
the direct intercst of the religious world, that is, it is
not to favor any religious sects; it is not with the
intention of making Sunday the Sabbath; but it is
for the physical benefit of an over-worked people
who are growing prematurely old. Says an advocate
of Bunday legislation: *“In France there is little rest.
The wheels of trade never cease. Sunday evenings
the theaters are crowded. The result is, there arc few
old men.” To give long life and health to the peo-
ple, he thinks the State must give us a “civil rest
day.” Oh, how fallen is the Sunday ! «* C2il rest day/!”
We lear little now about the divinely appointed Snn-
day, the Lord's day. Men have become enlightened,
and it will not do to urge legislation in behalf of a
holy day, but a “civil rest day,” that is charming.
It will deceive the people (especially the Seventh-day
Baptists) and secure the desired object. Strip this
subject of its religious garb, array it.in the ‘“habili-
ments of mere policy and temporal considerations,”
and the work will be easily done. .
This is a time when, to secure popular favor, posi-
tion, and power, you must profess great sympathy
with the working-men. Profound interest in their
social status will secure their votes. That they need
our true sympathy we do not dispute, and that they
have rights capitalists should respect, is true, and vice
versa,  But the hypocrisy of this professed zeal in be-
half of working-men is too apparent. Will it satisfy
the religious-amendment party to coerce men to rest?
Will it give them great pleasure to see the people
lazily lounging about on Sunday, smoking, or reading
novels? Will this pay them for their greab labor in ge-
curing Sunday legislation?—Nay, verily. This plea

for a ““civil rest day for the people ” is a humbug, and

to urge it is to falsify the facts, Behind all this is the
religious movement, the propping up of the decaying
Sunday Sabbath by legislation. The idea of Christian
worship on the first day of the week is primary. To
secure it the present deceptive plan is being carried
out.—Rev. H. D. Clarke, in Sabbath Recorder.

CANDID AIiMISSIONS

FROM '
Sunday Observers and Writers Concerning the First Day
Of the Weok.

‘* Admissions In favor of truth from the ranks of its enemies,
constitute the highest kind of evidence.”'—PrEs. MAnAN,
ResrecTiNG the first day of the week, the historian,
Dr. Poter Heylyn, says: ‘“Thus do we see upon what
ground the Lord’s day stands : oN cUSTOM FIRST, and
voluntary consecration of it to religious meetings ;
after, from the canons and decrees of coun-
cils, the decretals of popes, and orders of particular

prelates, when the sole managing of ecclesiastical af--

fairs was comnmitted to them. The Lord’s day
had no such commands [as the Sabbath had] that it
should be sanctified.”—Andrews’ Hist, of the Sabbath, p.
362.

Wn. Smith says, after quoting the first-day pas-
sages and advancing the usual arguments : ‘“ Taken
separately, perhaps even altogether, these passages
seem scarcely adequate to prove that the dedication
of the first day of the week to purposes above men-
tioned, was a matter of apostolic institution or even
of apostolic practice.”—Bible Dic., Art. Lord’s Day, p.
856.

“ Chambers * Encyclopedia” says: ‘‘By none of
the Fathers before the fourthh century is it identified
with the Sabbath, nor is the duty.of observing it
grounded by them, either on the fourth command-
ment, or on the precept of Jesus or his apostles.”— 47t
Sabbath.

Luther Lee, D. D., says: ““There is no express
commandment for observing the first day of the week
as a Sabbath, and yet it i3 almost a univergal custom.”
-—Lee’s Theology, p. 562.

Lyman Abbott, editor of the Christian Union, says
in that paper of Jan, 19, 1882 : ““The current notion
that Christ and his apostles authoritatively substituted
the first day for the seventh, is absolutely without
any authority in the New Tecstament.”

The Watchman (Baptist), in reply to a correspon-
dent, says: ‘“The Scriptures nowhere call the firs¢
day of the week the Sabbath. . . . There is no
scriptural authority for so doing, nor of course, any
seriptural oblgation.”

The Protestant Episcopal Church says: “The day
is now changed from the seventh to the first day,
. . but a8 we meet with no seriptural direction
for the change, we may conclude it was done by the
authority of the Church.”—Faplanation of Catechism.

ey Bvery young man should remember that the
world will always honor industry. The uscless idler,
whose energies of body and mind are rusting for want
of occupation, may Jook with scorn—it is praise ; his
contempt is honor.

— e ———

1=~ The daily habits of every boy and girl are ma-
terials with which they are building up character.
Justice, benevolence, honor, integrity and self-control
are no ephemeral blossoms that a day’s sunshine can
call into being, and a night’s frost wither and kill..

A LONG-FELT WANT SUPPLIED.

SOMETHING WHICH MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, BI-
BLE WORKERS, COLPORTERS, AND ALL OTHERS
CAN USE TO A GREAT ADVANTAGE,

—. Ot

For centuries the Sabbath has lain neglected and
trampled under foot by the masses. Now, however, it
is being agitated all over the country, and thousands
are coming to the conclusion that ‘“the seventh day
is the Sabbath of the Lord,” and are beginning to act
accordingly. But almost the first question asked is,
¢ Who changed the Sabbath 1

To all who are interested in this great theme we
wish to say we think we have something to present
to you, which will be of great service in answering this
question in a few words.

‘““THE LAW OF GOD AS CHANGED BY THE PAPACY,”

is the title of a large, new charb just published, which
deals solely with this question. Parallel eolumins on
either side exhibit the assumptions and admissions of
the Catholic Church in regard to her work of changing
the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday ; while the cen-
ter column presents the Ten Commandments as
changed by the papal power. Ministers, eolporters,
and Bible workers will find these charts of great value
in taking np the various phases of the Sabbath ques-
tion, while all who are interested in this great work of
restoring the Sabbath can use them to good advantage.
These charts are elegantly printed in large type, on
heavy map cloth, size 3 by 4 feet, and will be mailed
to any address in the United States or Canada for
$1.00. Small copies on calendered paper, size bX8
inches, postpaid 50 cts. per 100, or $4. per 1,000.

WHAT OTHERS SAY OF THGM,

From Eld. U. Smith, Editor Review and Herald
Battle Creek, Mich.: “I think the arrangement and
matter are both good. Iam glad to see such things

“brought out, for it will certainly set some people to

thinking on this great question. I hope you will have
good success with, the chart.”

From Eld. A. J. Cudney, Pres. Neb. S. D, A, Con-
ference : ‘I have both examined and used your pa-
pacy chart and like it very mueh. I consider it a
great help,”

Eld. G. I. Butler, Pres. S. D. A. General Confer-
ence writes: ‘I wish you success in disposing of
your charts, will be glad in any reasonable way to help
you.” .

Hld. Geo. B. Starr, Supt. Chicago Mission, says :
“T like the one I have aud use it almost constatly.”

Joseph Clarke, of the St. Louis Mission, writes :
““The chart is a splendid affair, and has been a good
thing for this mission. Should be in every home.”

Many similar testimonials could be given from those
who haye used these charts, did space permit.

Send two-cent stamp for small sample copy. You
will like it.

Address all orders to Janms W, Scores,

Springdale, Ark.

THE AMERICAR SENTIREI:,

AN EIGHT-PAGE MONTHLY JOURNAL
' DEVOTED TO
The defense of American Institutions; the preservation of
the United States Constitution as it is, so far as regards
religion or religious tests; and the maintenance of hu-
man rights, both civil and religious.

1t will ever be uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending to-
ward a union of Church and State, either In name or in fact,

Single Copy, per year, post-paid, - - - 50 cents.
To Foreign Conntries, single copies, post-paid, 28.
Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL,
1059 Castro Street, Oakland, Cal.

THE GOSPEL SICKLE,
AN EIGHT-PAGE SEMI-MONTHLY JOURNAL,

Devoted to important Bible doctrines which are especiall{lapplica-
ble to the present time,—the Second Coming of Christ, the Nature of
Man, the Signs of the Times, Law of God, Plan of Salvation, State of
the ﬁcad, and other questions of general interest,

Price, per year, post-paid, - - - 50 cts.

In Clubs of 10 or more, to separate addresses, 40 cts.

In Clubs of 100 to one address, - - 36 ots.
Avpruss, REVIEW & HERALD,

Battle Creck, Mich,
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