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MISSION SONGS.

Harxk the voice of Jesus calling—
- Who will go and work to-day ?
Flgld's are white, the harvest waiting,
Who will bear the sheaves away ?
" Loud and long the Master calleth,
Rich reward he offers freo
Who will answer, gladly saying.
¢ Here am I, O Lord, send me.”

I you cannot cross the ocean,
‘And the heathen lands explore,
You can find the heathen nearer,
You can lielp then at your door,
If you canmot give your thonsunds,
You ean give the widow's mite §
And the least you do for Jesus
"Will be precious in his sight,

1f you eannot speak like angels, *
"It you eannot preach like Panl,
You can toll the love of Jesus,
You-can say e dicd for all,
* 1f yon fail to ronse the wicked,
With the Jndgment’s dread alarms,
“You mdy lead the little-¢hlldreu
To ‘the-Baviour's walting arms.

§ - "Whilethe souls-of mMan AXe. AVAUEy.c.on e xi 0o
Aid the Master talls for you, ' *
Let none hear you ldly saying,
There is nothing I can do,
Qladly take the task he glves you,
+ Liet his work your pleasure be ;
Answer quickly when he calletl,
**Here am I, O Lord, send me,”—S¢l.
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255~ NO'TTCE.—Parties receiving this Paper, not hav-
ing subscribed for it, may know that 'it is sent to them by
the courtesy of some friend. 'Do not hesitate to take it
from’ the Office, for none will be called upon to pay for
any numbers they have not ordered. ‘W invite candid

attention to the "Contents of the Paper, and when. you
have read it, pleass hand it to a Friend or Neighbor.
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ATATURAL religion stands on the basis of Revela-

tion, and includes in its scope the facts and
laws which form the domain of science. On.the
other hand, science has never revealed a system
of mercy commensurate with the moral wants of
man. 'In hature, in God’s creation, we- discover
only laws,~laws of undeviating strictness,. and
sore penalties attached to. their violation. There
is assoclated ‘with natural laws no system of mercy.
That dispensation is not revealed in nature, and
is contained in the Scriptures alone.

, e P

“HE promises of God are reliable. Somie eighteen
T‘ hundred years ago he promised through his
servant John the final warnings of the gospel,
which are recorded ev. 14:¢6~12. At the
present time, preciiély iich warnings are being

roclaimed in many, tries all over the world.
his work' is true of faJse—it is the gennine ful-

- fllment of the promised messages, or it is a base
counterfeit. Now if the time is come for the
promised - wartiings tof-be given, then they -are
‘doing their solemn and/ important work ; for God’s
promises * cannot fail of being fulfilled on time,
On the othier hand, the fact'that these warnings
are being preached is proof that the time is come,
and the close of the work of the gospel is at hand.

HQW beautiful the thought that the sinner, by
Yapplying to Christ, may be forgiven of his past
sins, brought from under the condemnation ‘of the
law into divine favor. When thisis accomplished
he is no longer under the law but under . grace,
Future and continued obedience will permit him
to enjoy this grace continually. Future transgres-
sion will bring him again under the law, and there
is no escape from its penalty, the second death,
only by applying again to the Fountain and having
the guilty stains washed away. )
e T Y PP .

ONE of the most palpable and mischievous fables

‘that Satanic cunning ever invented to delude
mankind is the doctrine that men do not in real-
ity dié, when they seem to, but are at that mo-
ment translated into a higher, a nobler, and more
exalted life; thus reiterating the serpent’s bold
contradiction of the word of God, namely, “Ye
shall not surely die; '’ but instead ¢ be ag gods.”’
No deception ever practiced upon men exceeds
this unless it be that which claims a change of the
Sabbath, which supposes it to be possible that the
Lord's Sabbath day, 7es# day, could be changed
from the day of the week on which he rested to a
day on which he did not rest, but began his work.
Men seeing the falsity of this delusion, rather
than return to the truth, which is so unpopular
and inconvenient, have been led to the boldest
blasphemy imaginable, that of teaching that the
only moral code-God ever gave to man has been
abolished by the Son of God.

. Book of Datiisl Was: sealed up ¢ till 'the time
of the'end.”” .If we have regched that time,
the prophecy is unsealed, and (zjn be, and is, un-

derstood ; and if it ig now yhderstood, this is
proof that the time e enz\?is come; for it was
Id come. If we are

of
sealed up till that titne Shg
in the period foretold as?‘n
and are wise, we can! underst
were sealed up till thay'time. "Of that time it is
said, “ The wicked §jall do wickedly, and none
of the wicked shall understand ; but the wise shall
understand.”” The wise and the wicked are put
in contrast. The reason why some do, not under-
stand is because they are wicked and not wise,
¢«“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom:;
a good understariding:, have all they that do his
comimandments,”’ .

B L e —

THE doctrine of man’'s natural, inherent ijmmor-
* tality is subversive of the doctrine of Christ's
personal coming. If the Scriptures teach any-
thing plainly and positively, they teach that
Jesus Christ is coming literally and personally the
second time, to raise the dead, destroy the wicked,
and crown the saints, But the doctrine of im-
mortal-soulism~ renders the second advent of
Christ entirely unnecessary. If men are rewarded
and punished . at death, there is no need of
Christ’s second coming, If the sdints are to live
forever in heaven, there is no necessity for Christ
to fit up a ““new earth wherein dwelleth right-
eousness.’”’ ‘The reason why there is no more
stress laid on the persorfdl coming of Christ, is
the fact that popular theology is constructed on
such a basis, that the second. appearing of the
SBon of God cdn beé entirely dispensed with, Is it
not time to. pause; and see whether popular theol-
ogy and Scripture.have not parted .company. wit

respect to this important question? .

d the things which

sa1au foretold that theé time would, come 'when
- all the prophecies would be set asitlg.by public
teachers, and- this prophecy has 1 e to' pass,
as you seldom hear the prdplecies - dxplained in
the modetrn . pulpit. | Isaiah, pointingfto the last
days, said: “The vision of all is becorje unto you

as the'words of a book that is sealed, Wwhich men

Kf; time of the end,’’"
)

deliver. to one that is learned, saying, Read this
I pray thee; and he saith, I cannot, for it iS
sealed ; ‘and the book is delivered to him that is
not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee; and
he saith, I am not learned.” ” Isa. 29: 11, 12.
Thus neither leatned nor unlearned will under-
take to explain the prophecies. The Lord then
proceeds to pronounce a curse upon them for this
neglect. Friends, we will have to read for our-
selves. : ‘

HERE are three solid, clear texts'in regard to the
new earth. First, the Lord promises: ¢‘ Be- .
hold, I create new heavens and a new earth.”
Isa, 65: 17. 'To this promise,God’s people fasten
their faith; hence, Peter says, (second text):
“We, according te. his promise, look for new
heavens and a new eartls’’ 2 Pet. 3:13. That
-was the hope of the apostle.._ Third text, John,
looking ahead to the énd of the “world;-says; I
saw a new heaven axfd a new earth.” Rev. 21: 1.
How clear, and positive, and glorious, are the
fundamental doctrines of the word of God. On
these we rest our faith and build our hopes.
A RETURNED missionary from Palestine says that
*“not any of the natives, jvhether Jews or
Arabs, name the days of the wéek Sunddy, Mon-
day, Tuesday, etc.; no'r\go théy call the first day
of the week Lord’s day, nqr/do they ever give to
the seventh day the name gf\Saturday. Never do
they count the day fror ight to midnight,
but always from sundown to sundown. 'T'hé sev-
enth day is known throughout Arabdom by yom
es-Sabt—or day of the Sabbath. Neither the
word seven nor any other mame is given by the
Arabs to the Sabbath day. It is always #¢ Sas-
bath; and the reason for it, they say, is, that this
has been its name from the beginning.

o

WILL there be an end? or will things always go'
on as they are? The fact is, that most peo-
ple, even professors of religion, -act as though the
_world was to stand forever. Their conversation,
‘and their plans, and everything, show this. But
the word of Gdd has solemnly declared that there
should be-an end to the world, and that it will
come like a flash of lightning, when men are the
least expecting it. Jesus said: ¢ So shall it be in
the end of this world.”” -Matt. 13:40. ““End of
this-world.” Who believes it? who is watching
for it? who is looking forit? who cares about it ?
Take care, friends, God has spoken,

o

PAqL taught. that there was no hope of a future
life except through the resurrection of the
dead. Here ar¢ his words : *If, after the man-
ner of men, I have fought with beasts at Ephesus,
what advantageth it me if the dead rise not?. Let
us eat and drink, for to-morrow wedie.”” 1 Cor.
15:32. What did Paul mean by this?P—Just
what he said; that if the dead did not rise, they -
had better eat and -drink, for to-morrow they
would die, and there was no future life. All
hinges, then, not on a man’s natural immortality,
but on Go'cf’s‘ power and promise to raise him
from the dead. )

IN his commefits on Rom. 4:13; Dr. Adam
Clarke well says: “Let it be observed that
‘the law did not- answer this end [the rule of life]
merely among the Jews; and in the days of the
apostles ; it is just as necessary to the Gentiles, to
the present hour. N6r do we find that true re-
pentance " takes place wheré the moral law is not
preached and etiforced. These who preach only
the gospél to sinners, at best only heal the hurt of

the daughter of my people slightly.”’

==
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NN Judgment, are matters of the most explicit revela- | can have his sins blotted out until the close of his
K v onv ok ”I@” O tion, In that awe-inspiring view of the Judgment | probation. And in order for the question  to be
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¥ Speak thou the things which become sound dootrine,” Titus 2:1,
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'THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT DAY.—4.

BY U. SMITH.

As we now turn to this branch of the subject,
namely, the nature of the work involved in the
cleansing of the Sanctuary, or the investigative
Judgment, another class of declarations which we
find in the Scriptures at once suggests itself.

In Acts 3: 19, 20, weread: ‘‘ Repent ye there-
fore and be counverted, that your sins may be
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
comme from the presence of the Lord ; and he shall
send Jesus Chirist, which before was preached unto
you.'" 'The original admits of a little différent
translation. Thus, Mr. Wesley, in his notes on
the New Testament, reads the passage: ¢“Repent
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, #ka? the times of refreshing may
come from the presence of the Lord, and he niay
send to you Christ Jesus, who was before ap-
pointed.”” ' : '

Speaking of these two translations, Albert
Barnes, in his notes on the Acts, says: ‘“The
grammatical construction will admit of either."!

So far -as' the point now undér notice is con-
cerned, it matters not which one of theseis adopted:
One represents the blotting out of sin to be when
the times of refreshing arrive ; the other makes
the blotting Gut of sin to be the cause of the com-
ing of that refreshing. But neither of them gives
the idea that this blotting out of sin takes place
when the sinner turns to God. Both of them lo-
cate it in the future; and both of them represent it
as just preceding the second coming of Christ.
And this is especially true of the latter translation
which follows the original in using a conditional
verb respécting Christ’s advent; not as' though
that were at all a doubtful event, but rather as if
his coming to the personal salvation of the ones
addressed, depended upon their having paitin the
promised refreshing, and as if that refreshing was
to come in consequence of the blotting out of sins.

"The relation of this work of blotting out of sins
to the second coming of Christ, determines when
it must take place. It just precedes that coming;
but the last work Christ does before his coming, is
to make the atonement in the most holy place of
the heavenly Sanctuary. This, therefore, must be
the time when, and the place where, this work is
done. But if sins are to be blotted out, they must
somewhere be written; .and before they can be

blotted out, the books which contain these records,

must be examined. On this point the Scriptures,
are very explicit. Thus the Lord says by Jere-
miah: “‘ For though thou wash thee with nitre,
and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is
marked before me.”’  Jer. 2: 22. By Moses the
Lord speaks as follows: ¢ Isnot this laid up in
store with me, and sealed up among my treas-
ures?’’ Deut. 32 : 34. In precisely the same
manner speaks the apostie Paul: ‘“ But after thy
hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto
thysclf wrath against the day of wrath and rev-
elation of the righteous judgment of God, who will
render to every man according ‘vtq;\his"geeds.”
“Rom. 2: 5, 6. . o
Such expressions as these—¢‘ iniquity marked,"’
¢“laid up in store,”” ““ wrath treasured up,’’ etc.,—
can mean nothing less than that God takes notice
of men’s sins, and that every one is accuratel
marked before him. All the texts which spea
of the blotting out of sin must have reference to
the same great fact. David agcordingly prays that
God would blot out his transgressions. Ps. 51:
1, 9. Nehemiah prays respecting certain ones,
that their sins may not be blotted out. Neh. 4: 5.
David and Jeremiah make use of similar language.
Ps. 109: 14; Jer. 18:23. In Isa. 44: 22, 23, the
prophet speaks prophetically of the blotting out
of sin, connecting it with -the new creation and
final redemption, but using the past tense for the
future, as is common in prophetic language. And
in the previous chapter (43: 25) he speaks of this
blotting out of sins as being necessary in order
that they may be no more remembered.

The existence of these books of record, and the
use that is made of them in the great work of

‘given to the prophet Daniel, he says: ¢ The An-

cient of daysdidsit. . . . Thousand thousands min-
istered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thou-
sand stood before him: the Judgment was set, and
the books were gpened.”’ Dan. 7:9, 10. John
also saw the books in connection with the Judg-

‘ment work. 'He says: ‘““And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God ; and the books

were opened ; and another book was opened, which
is the book of life; and the dead were judged 6ut
of those things written in the books, according to
their works.”” Rev. 20: 12. Thus it is evident
that the sins of all men are entered upon the un-
erring heavenly records, and that the time is com-
ing when the sins of all those who have repented
and been converted, will be blotted out.

But there are other books besides the one from
the records of which judgment is meted out to the
wicked, as in Rev. z0:12. In Mal. 3:16, we
read : * Then they that feared the Lord spake
often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and
heard it, and a dook of remembrance was written
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that
thought upon his name. And they shall be:mine,
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make
up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man
spareth his own son that serveth him. Then shall
ye return, and discern between the righteois and
the wicked, between him that serveth God and
him that serveth him not.”” Nehemiah offered this
Erayer to God : ¢ Remember me, O my God, con-

erning this, and wipe not out my good deeds that
I havé done for the house of my God, and for the
offices thereof.”’ 4

The book here referred to seems to be written
for the righteous only, and henceé to be designed
to record their endeavors in the cause of Christ.
No names would be recorded theréin except the
names of those who enter the service of God.
But the Scriptures assure us that not all who en-
ter upon this service will persevere and prove
overcomers at last. This book will therefore show
just how far they advanced in the work of over-
coming, and how and when they failed. The ob-
ject of this book being to contain only the good
deeds of the righteous, such as they have endeav-
ored to perform in the naime and for the sake of
Christ, it must show all their acts of obedience,
sacrifice, self-denial, repentance, confession, and
other efforts in the Christian life. When their
life record is finished, if they have kept the faith
and overcome, then this book will show; when the
time comes for the examination of the books in the
Judgment, that they are prepared for the ordeal,
and are entitled to a favorable decision. - From
the records of this book their destiny must accord-
ingly be determined, and this is the book thatisto
show them worthy of a part in the first resurrgc-
tion, and in the world to comé. '

But there is still another book ‘which is to be
taken into account, called ¢ the book of life.”’
Rev. 2zo0: 12. It is spoken ofalsoas ¢ the Lamb’s
book of life.”” Rev.13:8; 21:2%. Its purpose
is to contain the names of all those who have be-
come followers of the Lamb. It is a record of
those who will find deliverance in the great time
of trouble: Dan. 12: 1. ‘¢ And at that time thy
people shall be delivered, évery one that shall be
found written in the book.’”’” It is the grand roll
of honor of all those who are entitled to an en-
trance at last into the city of God. Rev. 21: 27.
But though a person may have entered God’s serv-
ice, and hadhis name registered in the book.of
life, unless he perseveres to the end, his name will
be blotted out of that book. Rev. 3:5. ¢‘He that
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white
raiment ; and I will not blot out his name out of
the book of life, but I will confess his name before
my Father, and before his angels.””" From this dec-
laration the opposite inevitably follows; namely,
that those who do not overcome will have their
names blotted out of the book of. life. . And the
time when this is to be done is also indicated. It
is when Christ confesses the names of his people
before his Father, which must be in the investiga-
tive session with which the Judgment opens, and
which results in ¢ accounting worthy '’ as many as
are entitled to eternal life.’ ‘

This blotting out of the sins of the righteous is |.

to them an event of the utmost importance; for if
once blotted-out, these sins can never be brought
against them again in the Judgment, since men
give account to God only for those things which
are written in the books. No individual therefore

determined whether they shall be blotted-out or
not, the books must be examined, - .= .

We now “have before us the different books
which are to be brought into requisition before the
Judgment is completed. These are—

1. The books which contain the records of the .
sins of all men, in which the names of all men are
entered, and .from which the sins of the rightecus
will be blotted out, on their acquittal in the Judg-
ment, ‘

2. The books of remembrance written for the
righteous only, in which their names only are
entered, and which contains simply their good
deeds, that is, their efforts to serve God and over-
come sin. From these books all the records per-
taining to those who do not succeed in overcom-
ing will be blotted out; for ¢ when the righteous
turneth away from his righteousness, and com-
mitteth iniquity, and doeth according to all the
abominations that the wicked man doeth, . . . all
his righteousness that he hath done shall not be
mentioned.”” Eze. 16:24. | o

- 3. The book of life, containing the names only
of ‘those who have made a profession of Christ;
from which the names of all those who finally fail
to overcome are to be blotted out. Rev. 3:5.

All these books are requisite to the opening
Judgment scene described it Daniel 7: 9, 1o ; for
they each contain records which are affected
thereby. The first must be opened that the sins
of the overcomers may be blotted therefrom; the
second, that all the abortive efforts of backsliders
and apostates may be blotted from its pages; the
third, that the names of this latter class may also
be blotted from its record, leaving the names only
of those who have overcome, and who are to have
immortality brought to them at the revelation of
Jesus Christ.

It is evident that the result of the blotting out
work is to draw the final line of separation between
the righteous and the wicked and decide all
cases. But this, as we have seen, is just what is
accomplished by the cleansing of the Sanctuary,—
the work of the atonement in the most holy place
of the Tabernacle on high. Such, then, is the na-
ture of the work of the investigative Judgment,
It consists in the examination of the books, the
blotting out of tHe sins of the overcomers, and the
erasing from the book of, life of the names of all
who have failed to overcome.

As the object of the investigative Judgment is
simply to decide whoare Christ’s that they may be
his ¢¢ at his coming’’ (1 Cor, 15 : 23), itisevident
that the only cases which come up for examination
in this division of the Judgment with a view to de-
termining whether they are the Lord’s or not, are
those who have at some time made a profession of
his name. For those who have never made a pro-
fession of the service of God have already de-
cided for themselves the only question which it is
the object of this investigative Judgment to de-
termine, that is, to which class, righteous or wicked
they belong ; for by their course of life they have
proclaimed theinselves his enemies, and on that
question there is nothing further to be décided in
their cases. Nor would there be anything further
to be decided in case of professing Christians, if it
was a fact that all who enter the service of Christ
were absolutely sure of overcoming. -But all do
not hold out to the end ; hence the necessity of
examining their. cases to ascertain who have done
this and who have failed.

It follows, therefore, that the important book—
the decisive book—in this part of the Judgment,
is the book of God’s remembrance, containing not
the names of the wicked world in general, but only
of those who have professed to be followers of God.

These cases alone come up in the investigative ||

Judgment ; for as we have seen, there is no occa-
sion to introduce any others at this point. The
records of this book determine whose sins shall be
blotted out of the book where they are recorded,
and their names retained in the book of life; and
on the other hand whoge sins shall remain uncan-
celed to-be answered i‘or in a future division of
the Judgment, and their names be blotted from
the book of life, and their good deeds from this
book of God's remembrance, -

The accomplishment of this work strikes the
great balance sheet of the world.  The records are
then all complete. The blotting out of sins and
names, from their respective books, isall finished.
The names then remaining in the book of life show
who are to be raised from the dead, and who
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changed among the living, at the coming of Christ.
" Let it be noticed that this branch of the Judg-
‘ment work has but one specific purpose, and that
is'to decide the question ofacceptance or rejection,
life or death, for all mankind. It simply assigns
-all men to their respective classes, the good or the
bad. It does not determine the amount of the-re-
ward due to the righteous, or the amount of pun-
ishment to be inflicted upen the wicked. Those
matters still remain to be settled by the record of

- the deeds of the wicked, not yet examitied at all,
and by the records of the good works of the right-
eous, remaining in the book of remembrance, which
have thus far been examined only on the question
of character. ,

In this part of the Judgment God actsas Judge,
and Christ as Advocate. Here Christ confesses
to his Father the names of those who have con-
fessed him before men ; and their names are not
blotted from the book of life ; and here he also de-
nies before his Father the names of those who
deny him before men ; and their names are blotted
from the book of life. Matt. 10: 32, 33; Rev.
3: 5. Thus the Father accepts through Christ all
who are his ; and this being done, his part in the
great work of Judgment ends. Thenceforward all
judgment is committed unto the Son. John 5: 22.

o o
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CONSIDERATION OF REASONS ASSIGNED FOR
SUNDAY-SACREDNESS.

BY G. I, BUTLER,

. WE will briefly notice the leading reasons given
for the supposed change of the Sabbath., We
quote John zo:19: ¢ Then' the same day at
. evening, being the first day of the week, when the

- for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the

It is supposed by many that these disciples were

Jesus, and that when he came among them and
said, ¢ Peace be unto you,”’ he thus indicated his
approval of their act in assembling upon that day,
and thus honored the first ¢ Christian Sabbath.”’
But does the language justify such an inference?

' From this and other scriptures we draw the fol-
lowing conclusions: 1. The reason why thedis-
ciples were together was “ for fear of the Jews,”’
and not to celebrate Christ’s resurrection. 2.
The place of their meeting was undoubtedly the
upper room, where they all abode (Acts 1:13),
and not the temple or any other house of worship.
3. The time of this meeting must have been very
late in the day, just before sunset. (By the Bible
mode of reékoning time, the day closed-at even-
ing, or sundown, Gen. 1:5; Lev. 23:32;
Mark 1: 32) Weare forced to this conclusion
from the facts stated by the other evangelists, and
because St. John declares it was evening. Luke
gives an account of the journey of two disciples to
Emmaus, seven and a half miles, that very after-
noon, and of how Jesus made himself known to
them after conversing with them and explaining
the scripture predictions concerning himself, ¢ as
they sat at meat.”” Then “he vanished out of
< their sight.”” This was ‘“toward evening,’’ and
* ¢t theday was far spent.”’ Then they * returned
to Jerusalem and found the eleven gathered to-
- gether, and them that were with them.” Asthey
. spoke of what had transpired, Jesus appeared.
. This must be the identical meeting spoken of by
" John, for he used the same expression, ‘‘ Peace be
* unto you,” and it was at the same time of day.
. “He then asked them, ¢ Have ye here any meat ?’’
‘, and ate in their presence, Mark records the
" dame nieeting. H¢ gives a brief account of the
"two as they walked and went into the country,
.ahd of hi§ appearing unto: them; and states that
the otherdisciples did not believe them. ¢ Aft-
_erward  he appeared unto the €leven as they sat
at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief
and hatdness of heart, because they believed not
them which had seen hilfi after he was risen.’’
Mark 16: 12~14. 4. We are forced to conclude

' that they could ndt have been celebrating or hon-
oring Christ’s resurrection, for they did not be-
lieve it had occurred. _§. We can see clearly how
the disciples.regarded this first day of the week,
as. two of thém walked to Emmaus and back, a
distance of fifteen miles, and Jesus made the same
journey; and not a hint:did he give that such a
use of the day was wrong. A strange way to cel-
ebrate the day, if it was the first <“ Christian Sab-

Lo~

doors were shut where the disciples were assembled.
midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.”’:

assembled to commemorate the resurrection of

bath.”’ They simply regarded it as a secular day,
and nothing more. .

The little flock of disciples were in a retired
place, fearing the Jews, who had just crucified
their Lord. A few of their numbef ventured out
to the sepulcher to embalm the Saviour’s body,
and were astonished to find that it was not there.
A few others went into the country: What a con-
trast to the origin of the Sabbath of the Lord!
The Creator «“ rested upon it’’ himself; then he
¢ blessed ’’ it, and set it apart to a sacred use, evi-
dently by telling Adam how to keep it. His ex-
ample and command were both given in its favor.®
But how different with this first day, on which
Christ rose! If there is any divine authority for
keeping Sunday, this day must have been the first of
the new order of Sabbaths. But it was a busy day.
Christ gave no example of resting upen it; he
gave no command for his disciples to rest, nor
did he hold any religious service on that day.
Some of his disciples traveled fifteen miles on.
foot upon it, he keeping them company in thus
laboring. 'Not a hint is given in all the Bible,
that it should be used in any other manner than
as a day for labor. Who can believe that God
would in such a manner set aside the ancient Sab-
bath of his own appointment, and put in its place
a new day, never giving a hint that the old one
was abolished or the new inaugurated ?

“We next notice the claim that it was. customary
for Christ to meet with his disciples on the first
day of the week, thus giving evidence of his re-
gard for it, and proof of its sacrednéss. ¢ And
after eight days again his disciples were within,
and - Thomas with them; then came: Jesus, the
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and
said, Peace be unto you.”” ~ John 20: 26. .

This scripture, in connection with the one, just:
noticed, is relied upon to-prove that it was the:
practice of Jesus to meet with his disciples on the
first day of the week, between his resurrection and
his ascension. It will be noticed that'the record
does not say that it was on the first day of the
week when Christ had this interview with Thomas
and the disciples. The statement is that it was
‘ after eight days”’ from the previous meeting.
That previous meeting was at the wery close of the
first day, most of it probably occurring on the day
following. It is claimed that the expression
““ after eight days”’ signifies just a week. But what
evidence is there to prove this? ¢ After seven
days’’ is the expression employed by inspiration
when defining a week. 1 Chron. g: 25; 2 Kings
11:5. The expression «“ After six days’ (Matt.
17: 1) is defined by another writer to be ‘“about
an eight days after.”” Luke ¢:28. On what
grounds, then, shall we conclude that ‘¢ after eight
days’’ means seven days or less? From the clos-
ing hour of Sunday, a period of time covered by
the expression ¢ after eight days,’’ if the language
be taken literally, would reach at least to the
Monday night or Tuesday morning of the next
week. How, then, can one rightfully claim that
this meeting occurred on - the first day of the
week ? It must be evident that this meeting was
held because of the presence of Thomas, who was
absent on the previous occasion, and not to honor
any particular day of the week. Had the latter
object been in view, the record would most cer-

-tainly tell us what day of the week it was, and not

use such an indefinite expression as ¢‘ after eight’
days')!

But even if we grant all our first-day friends
claim, viz., that the meeting in question did oc-
cur on the first day of the week, what evidence jis
thereby furnished in behalf of Sunday-sacredness?
Our Saviour ascended to heaven on Thursday, just
forty days from his resurrection. Acts 1: 3.
Another prominent meeting held with his dis-
ciples was on a fishing occasion. John 21: 3-25.
This was the third occasion when Christ man-
ifested himself to his disciples. Verse 14. Our.
friends will hardly claim that this visit occurred.
on Sunday. ¢ °

There were five first-days between the crucifix-
ion and the ascension. No mention whatever is
made of any of these five first-days, excepting the
first one, on which he rose from the dead. 'If we
admit that ¢ after- eight days’’ occurred on the
second of those five first-days, which we are sure
is not true, what would that prove? The evi-
dence would theif' come far short of proving a cus-
tom, since the two following meetings—the fish-
ing occasion and the ascension-~were not on that
day. A ““custom”’ is a long-continued practice.

-

More than two instances are required to consti-
tute a ‘“ custom.”” The “custom” ‘of our Sa-
viour was to honor' the Sabbath of the Lord, and
teach the people on' that day. Luke 4: 16,
is utterly impossible to establish 'such a custom of
his with reference to Sunday. .
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But we have already consumed sufficient space

on this topic for this number, and will defer con-
sideration of additional points until our next issue,
Meanwhile we trust our readers will ponder care-
fully the foregoing claims and arguments.

“HEAR HIM.”

BY F. D, STARR. -

It has long been the ery of the Antinomian that

in defending and obeying the law of God we do
not render that honor and respect to Christ that
the Father requires. He has commanded us con-
cerning his beloved Son, *“ Hear him.” This we
should be anxious to do ; and we find the Son say-
ing,‘ “XKeep the commandments.” For some reason,
perhaps for the very reason that the Son taught
obedience to the Father’s law, Antinomians, or
teachers of lawlessness, are now arguing from quite
a different stand-point. To illustrate this innova-

tion: A professed minister of the gospel once pub-

licly stated that “ neither the teachings of Moses
and the prophets nor the teachings of Christ are
binding unless re-affirmed or,re-enacted by the
apostles.”” The speaker further stated that Christ
was born and lived, worked, died, arose, and as-
cended, under the old dispensation, and conse-
quently his teachings were all connected with that”

.digpensation, and therefore are not bindifg on us

unless re-affirmed from the day of Pentecost. Thus,
to the-work of vindicating the law of God, we have

now to add the sacred charge of defending the gos- -

pel of Christ ; for-some of those who have so long
rejected the former now also-set aside the latter.
But this is only. the legitimate result of casting
dway.the law of the Lord.. Says Ohrist: “He
that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father

which hath sent him ;” and “He that despiseth

me despiseth him that sent me.”

It certainly is no wonder that men reject the
Son after having rejected the Father who sent him.
It is probably not without significance that the rem-
nant church is represented as having the testimony
of Jesus and keeping the faith of Jesus as well ag
the commandments of God. It seems that both of
these characteristics will be distinguishing features

of God’s peculiar people, as others wish to be consid-

ered as keeping only the faith of the apostles. Did
the apostleg themselves wish the people to under-
stand that their teachings were of more authority
than the teachings of Christ } —No, indeed ; their

migsion in part was to urge the people to “remem--

ber the words of the Lord Jesus,” which was in
direct compliance with the command of Christ,
“ Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you.” '

I could but ask myself how the apostle Paul
would have felt if he could have arisen from his
grave, and entered into that congregation, and
heard it asgerted that the wholesome words of our
Lord Jesus Christ are not applicable to men to-day
unless authorized by himself or Peter or some other
co-laborer. Would he have been elated over this,
or would he, a8 upon another aiM somewhat sim-
ilar occagion, have rent his clothes in astonishment,
saying, “8Sirs, why do ye these things? We also
are men of like passions with you, and preach
unto you that ye should turn from these vanities
urito the living God.”

b

—Not how much you read, but how much you
gain from your reading, is the true test of the
practical value of your reading. Whether it .be
the Bible or the newspaper which you read, youn
oan go over a great deal of ground and gain very
little ; or, again, you can cover but little ground
and gain a great deal. 'When you turn away from
your daily newspaper or from your daily Bible
reading, it is & good plan to ask yourself, Well,
now, what one truth, or fact, or thought, have I
gecured as a permanent addition to my mind treas.
ures from that reading? You will perhaps be
surprised to know how- difficult it sometimes is to
answer so simple a question as that one. But
until you can answer that question, you have not
read to advantage.—&8. S. Zimes. ‘
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** The fields are white already to harvest,""—John 4:35.
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CONVERSATION' ON: THE SABBATH QUESTION.

THIRD INTERVIEW,

Inquiner.—I have been carofully reviewing the

points considered in our previous conversations, and:

fecl perfectly satisfied that the seventh day is the only

Sabbath which can show & command for itself in all.

the Scriptures; that that command is definite and
means the seventh day of the week ; that the Sabbath -
was instituted at the ereation before the fall, and can-
not be a type ; that it did not rest on the deliverance
of Israel from Xgypt; that God bestowed updn it
paramount honor in taking it to be the sign between-
himself and his people; and that, in this sense, it is
ju'et as applicable to all helievers in the true God in-
any age, as to ancient Israel. But now-I want some-
light on another point. I have heard opponents of-
the Sabbath repeatedly and:persistently and confi-
dently assert that the S8abbath originated at Sinai, and-

I would like to know on what ground they put forth |

© such a claim, : 1

SansaTn-kEEPER.—That 18 & difficult question to.
angwer ; for there are no grounds there on which they -
can base any Such claim. We can easily understand:
their object in taking, and trying to maintain, such a-
position, It is'that they may show the Sabbath to be
a Jewish institution, and hence confine it to the Mo-
saic dispensation ; but there is not the first shadow of ¢
reason for such a view. Not the first act necessary
to the institution of the Sabbath ean be found in all’

- the rccord between Egypt-and the promised land.:
No divine being then rested upon a dey to make it a,
"rest-day. There was no calling of the. attention of -
the people to such a day, as then first instituted, no-
blessing placed’upon any &uch’'ddy; and no ‘sancti-
flecation of such a day; and the law that was-
proclaimed by the Creator in such grandeur from,
Sinai, simply referred to a day upon which God %ed:
rested and which he had blessed and sanctified when
he made the world. Moreover it is introduced with
the word ‘“‘remember”; but we cannot be called upon
to remember a thing which we have not previously

known,

1. —Your statements are certainly trua'so far as the
record is concerned. - But there is a passage some-
where in Nehomiah about God’s making known the
Sabbath to them at Sinai, How would you explain
that ?

8.—You refer to Nehemiah 9 118, 14. Let us read
it: “Thou camest down also upon Moynt Sinai, and
gpakest with thom from heaven, and gavest them right.
judgments, and true laws, good statutes and command-
ments ; and madest known unto them thy holy Sab-
bath.,” Now according to this testimony, when was
the making known of the S8abbath accomplished ?

L—When God came down upon Sinai and spoke
his law,

8.—And does t)is mean thatthe Sabbath hadnot been
previously known by them, but was then for the first
time brought to their knowledge and attention ?

I.—Such, I suppose, is the idea they interd to con-
vey ; for they always quote this passage to prove thas
the Sabbath originated at Sinai. _

" 8.—But this is not possible ; for the sixteenth chap-
ter of Exodus gives us a most explicit record showing
how the Sabbath commandment was taken, at lcast
on¢ month before they come to Sinai, as the one by
which to test the people to see whether they would’
walk-in God’s law or not. God gave them manna,
which they wore to gather every .day except.the sov-
enth day, which was the Sabbath; on-which day no
manna should fall, and no one should go out to gather
it. 'The only provision made for the Sabbath was the
direction God gave them to gather twice as much on
the sixth day as-they had-gathered on the other days.
Verse 5. When this had been done, the rulers camc
and told Moses ; and he replied, ‘“This is that which
the Lord hath gald, To-motrow is the rest of the holy
Sabbath unto the Lord.” This is spoken of a day yet
future, and it is called the rest day of the Lord; but

no day can. be the Sabbath.or rest day of the Lord ex-
71 cept some day upon which he has rested; but
‘when had he rested upon the seventh day ?  There is
" not the first particle of evidence that he had done thisin
Egypt or in thé wilderness of Sin ; it was at the crea-
tion; and God is herc testing them on his original
Sabbath. Again Moscs says (verse 29), “See for that
the Lord %ath given you the Sabbath,” not ** doth now

would people expostulate to-day with those who-might
be found toiling incessantly through all the seven days,
“Lo, the Lord hath given us & Sabbath in which to
rvest.” When didhegiveit? Six thousand years ago,
at the crcation of our world. Our opponcnts know as
well as we, or ought to, that this transaction recorded
in Ex. 16 was one month at least before Israel came
to Sinai. What, then, is the use of their quoting a
text which applies only to Sinai to prove that the peo-
ple then first had a knowledge of the Sabbath, when
we have so plain a record that they knew it, were
tested upon it, and kept it, at least a month before ?

I.—1I cannot account for such a course only on the

"to any subterfuge, evasidn, or quibble to make a show
of evidenee for their side, presuming that their read-
ers will never turn to the record to look up the mat-
ter for'themselves, They have certainly most misera-
bly failed to make out their case here.  But this makes
me al] the more curious to know just what the expres-
sion “madest kiown” does mean in Neh. 9 : 14,

. 8.—It evidently refers simply to a more full procla-
| mation of the Sabbath than they had previously had.
The.same word is used in Num. 12 : 6, where the Lord
-88ys,. “If: there be a prophet among you, I the Lord
‘will make mygelf known unto him in a vision.” Can
we conceive such a.thing as that a person could be a
prophet and yet not have a knowledge of Gdd, and not
be also faithfully engaged inhis service ? Impossible.
Yet to such God says he will make himself known in
& vision ; that is, he will reveal -himself anew to him.
80 also in Eze. 20 :5, God says that he made himself
known to Israel in Egypt. Yet the people had be-
fore a knowledge of him, for the midwives fearcd him.
See Ex.1:1% In these instances it is not difficult to
determine the-meaning of the words ‘“ make known ”
and “made known.” Just so of the “ madest known”
-of Neh. 9:14. . :

I.—This is certainly clear and consistent.
no proof that the Sabbath originated at'Sinai. I am
willing to admit, in view of what has been said, that
from the creation to the Christiau era, from the first
to the second-Adam, the Sabbath was binding without
change and without interruption. But avhen Christ
came, was not anew order of thingsintroduced ? It is
claimed that Christ finished redemption, Thus the re-
cent writer to whomThave already referredsays : ¢“And
did 'not Ohrist finish the work of redemption ? All-
heaven owns that the work of redemption is done ; the
Redeemer has sat down, and God has crowned him
with glory and ‘honor, Reader, wilt thou dare lift up
thy unbelieving head and say, ““No! that finished
redemption is- not enough; it alone can never give
me peace with God ; I must add my good works, my
righteousness ” ? Again he says, ‘“Behuld in God’s
raising him from the dead, God’s own testimony that
the work of redemption is flnished—finished with
glory ! glory to God, glory to Christ.” )

*8,—It has always been a marvel to me, how any one
could for & moment suppose that redemption was fin-
ished at the cross, or at the resurrection of Christ.
We might just as well say’ that every building is fin-
ished when only the foundation Is laid. Just think a
moment what redemption mustinclude. Redemption
will not be finished till the work of Christ as me-
dintor is done, till all the righteous are saved, the
wicked destroyed, the crown of eternal life given to'
his people, the earth remewed, the New Jcrusalem
‘brought down from heaven, and the kingdom of God
established in all the earth. The little flock in the last
days are to look up ; for their *‘ redemption draweth
‘nigh,” Luke 21': 28; - Redemptlion includes *‘the re-
demption of our body.” Rom.8!28. The ““redemp-
tion of the purchased possession,” this earth, is still
future. Eph. 1:14. Wé are ‘‘sealed unto the day
of redemption,” BEph. 4:380. Twice it is said that
we have rédemption through Christ’s blood (Eph. 1:
73 Col. 1:14), never once through his resurrection.
The redemption is in Jesus Christ (Rom. 8: 24) and
he hath obtained it for us (YIcb. 9 :12) in the same
.way that he has obtained eternal life for us (John 17 :
2), which is still with himself. 1 John 5:11. We
have examined this matier carefully, and have been
forced to the conclusion that the claim that redemp-

give or institute the Sabbath;” In the same manner

‘ground that those: defcnding error are ready to resort’

There is

tion was finished by Christ while here on earth, js one
of the most unfounded, unreasonable, unsciiptural,
short sighted, and shallow views that a person can en-
textain. It has not a particle of testimony nor faet
nor reason for its support; and all the rhesorical
flourishes built upon it are simply so much empty
sound. )

IL.—Well, t.ha}; seems to make a clear sweep of that
point certainly. If you keep:on, I shall begin to think
oppounents of the Sabbath lack: cominon gense.

8.—In faet, we have thought.that- very thing our-
selves. David says, ““ A good undersianding have ail
they that do his commandments.” But when men
begin to oppose the commandments, .i:does seem as
if they were at once smitten with the most unaccount-
able mental and moral blindness. But we would cau-
tion you not to judge too harshly. False education,
prejudice, mental weaknoss in some cases, hut.above
all that natural enjnity that exists agajust the com-
mandments of God, may account largely:for their ob- |
liquity, »

I —But one point in the foregoing' quotation you
have not mentioned; namely, that.about our own
works, and our own righteousness. - z

S.—This is the most Wnaccountable of all the charges
brought against Sabbath-keeping. . Just as.soon as 4
person commences to keep the Sabbath, these oppo-
nents with one accord agsume- that by so doing he re- .
jects Christ, and depends for salvation upon his-own " |
works ; and. they urge this to a degree which is both
insulting and abusive. Ask any Sabbath-keeper in -
the land his position on this point, and he can explain
himself. Does he depend on his own works 2—Not
o particle, Why then does he keep the Sabbath ?—
Because it is one of God's commandments, not to obey
which would be sin, and would destroy all grounds of
acceptance - and hope.

We ask the opponent, Do you not carefully abstain

_from idolatry and blasphemy, and lying and stealing

and killing ? He answers, Yes, Then, we continue,
are you not trusting in works and depending on your
own righteousness ?  Oh, no! to commit these would
be sin; and unless we refrain from sin we cannot hope
for salvation in Christ. Bxactly so. And now we
have only to add that.the Sabbath also is. one of those
commandments the violation of which is sin,

Men may misrepresent us as much .as they please.
Do n't be misled nor deceived by them:  This malkes'”
no difference with the swéet satisfaction the humble,

‘sineere child of God finds in trying to walk in the

pathr of obedience. A sense of sin makes us feel the
need of our Saviour. But s8in is the transgression of the
law. The law lies at the foundation of all genuine
repentance and Christian experience. But having re-
ceived pardon fot our past sins, shall we go right on
in transgression ? Shall we sin that grace may abound?
God forbid, says Paul. This would make Christ the
minister of sin, as so many do who prate about the
old “beggarly elements” of the law. and our own
filthy works, and secure to ourselves the greater dam..
nation. '

But no. We receive from Christ with' the forgive-
ness of our sing; a nature which leads us to delight in
the law of God after the inward man. Rom. 7:22;
Ps. 119:97. We do not make void the law by faith
in.Christ. Rom. 8 :81. The Sabbath becomes to us
““ g delight, the holy of the Lord and honorable ” (Isa.
68 :18), a foretaste of that heaven(l;y and eternal rest
that remains for the pcople of God; we have that
peace that comes from loving God's requirements (Ps.
119:165), from the exchange of the carnal mind,
which is not subject to God’s law, for the spiritual
mind, which legds us to delight therein, and a sense
of Jesus’ pardoning love, which passeth understand-
ing. We love the Saviour as our adorablé Redeemer,
and cnjoy sweet ‘‘yest” in him from the cond¢mna-
tion of sin. Matt. 11:28; Rom. 8:1.

Many will deceive themselves, thinking they are
Christ's children, wlrom he never will own, because
they rcject the Father. Chrlst. himself says, ¢ Not
every one that saith unto'me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the
will [or keepeth the commandments] of my father in
heaven.,” Matt. 7:21,  “If thou wilt enter into life,
keep the commandments.” Matt, 19 :17. ““Blessed
are they that do his commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through
the gates into the city.” - Rev. 22 :14.

The Father and the Son are ope.  The love of God, -
which John says is to keep his commandments (1 John
b :8), does not lead us away from Christ but to him.
Faith must have its corresponding works of love and
obedience, or it is but a lifeless form, and a vain hope.

I—I am glad we have had this interview, I see -
many things in a new light. I see the false position
every one must take who opposes the Sabbath, ‘and
the weakness of the arguments he has to bring. Iun-
derstand my own duty better, and by the help of. the
Lord will try to do it. . ‘U 8.
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THE SAINTS' INHERITANCE—8.

THE TIME FOR THE BSTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM.

Oun limited space will not allow us to say all that
we dgsire on this topic. We shall call attention to a
few scriptures, and for a fuller exposition refer our
readers to such works as ‘“ Thoughts on Daniel,” *“ Bx-
position of Matt. 24,” and ‘“ Age to Como,” any or all
of which may be obtained from our depositories or
offices of publication. ’ o
- 'We will first eall attention to the texts which speak
of the bringing in of the new-carth state. St. Peter
says, ‘“The day of the Lord will come as a thief in
the night ; in the which the heavens shall pass away
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat, the earth. also, and the works that are
thereln ghall be burned up. . . , Nevertheless
we, according to his promise, look for pew heavens
and ‘4 new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
2 Peter 8 110, 18, This testimony shows that the time
when the earth becomes an abode for righteousness,

. or, as some render the toxt, ‘“wherein the righteous
shall dwell,” is after the fires of the' day. of the Lord
have purged. the works of the Devil out of it. This
must locate -this inheritange after the destruetion of
the wicked ; for.the prophet says: ‘- Behold, the day
of the Loyd eometh, cruel both with wrath and flerce
anger, to-lay the land degolate ;. and he. shall ,destroy

. the sinners thereof out of it.” Isa. 18:9. Then the
establishment of the kingdom on earth must:be after
the second coming of Christ, and after the:destruction
of those “that know not God, and obey not the gos-
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The kingdom of God follows those-kingdoms repre-
_sented by the four beasts of Danjel 7. We read,
“These great beasts, which are four, are four kings,
which shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of
the'Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess
the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.” Dan.
7:17, 18.  The powers represented by the symbols of
* the four beasts, are-not complete until the little horn
has aoccomplished its work. The kingdom is not
given into the hands of the saints until. the work of
this little horn is completed ; for by reading Dan. 2,
wheére ure introduced symbols of the same kingdoms,
we: Jearn that when the:God of heaven sets up a king-
-+ domh, tiie: image i8-dashed .in: pieces; and becomes as
the.chaff-of the summer threshing-floor, etc. But by,
comparing the work of thelittle horn with the deserip-
tion. of 8t. Paul’s. man’ of sin, it will be clenrly seen
that they are identical, and, therefore, that the work
marked ont as the smiting of the image on the feet
can-be nothing else than the events by which the na-
tions are dashed in pieces at the coming of Christ,
With these points before us, it must be clearly seen
that the kingdom cannot be established prior to Christ's
.second advent,

The above conclusion is confirmed by the further
testiznony of Daniel, ‘I beheld, and the same horn
made war with the.gaints, and prevailed agninst them ;
until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was
given to the saints of the Most High; and the time
came that the saints possessed the ‘kingdom.” Dan,
7:21, 22. This shows that the time when the saints
possess the kingdom is after judgment is given to
the saints,

The testimony of the prophet Daniel is clear proof
of our position.that the esrth is finally to become the
kingdom of God: “ And the kingdom and dominion,
and the groatness of the kingdom. under the whole
heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the
Most High, whose kingdom is an cverlasting king-
dom.” Dan. 7:27. A kingdom: under the: whole
heaven' could be nothing less than the whole earth.
So his former statement —'* But the.saints of the Most
High shall take the kingdom”—implies clearly that
_they will take as their kingdom the same territory as
that over which thie four beasts have borne rule.

By reading our Saviour’s testimony as recorded by
St. Matthew, we. gain a.further clue to the time of giv-
ing the kingdom to the saints, as well as its loon-
tion : “When the Son of man shall¢ome in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him. then shall he sit upon
the throne of his glory ; and before him shall be gath-
ered all nations ; and he.ghall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the
goats ; and he-ghall set. the sheep on his right hand,
but the goats on his left. Then shall the King say
unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit’ the kingdom prépared for you from
the foundation of the world.” Matt. 25 : 81-84,

W hat kingdom was prepared from the foundation

‘ion over it.

of the world ?—According to this text it is the one the
saints are to inhabit. Are the saints at that time
called to inherit heaven as a kingdom? If yousay,
Yes, we would ask, was the heaven which you sup-
pose the saints are to inhabit, where God dwells,
prepared at the foundation of the world? We can
conceive of no kingdom that was prepared from the
foundation of the world, but the earth itself. When
God had created the earth, and beautified the face of
it, and pronounced it very good, he gave man domin-
Gen. 1:26. This first dominion is to
come to Christ. Micah 4:8. So we conclude that
the kingdom prepared from the foundation of the
world is the earth itself,

. The above text is evidence as to the time when the

dominion and greatness of the kingdom under the
wliole heavens shall be given unto the people of the
saints of the Most High. .Itis when the Son of man
is seated on the throne of his glory, and all nations
are gathered before him, and he makes a fing] separa-
tion, consigning one patty to the flames and receiving
the other to possess the kingdom. It has been argued,
quite conclusively too, that the wicked cannot be thus
consigned to the flames till after their reswrection,
which Revelation 20 locates at the end of the thousand
years after Christ’s second advent, ag it also does their
destruction. And, therefore, the time when the saints
are called to possess this earth as a kingdom must be
a thousand years after Christ’s second advent, as it
could not otherwise be after the resurrection of the
wicked. : ' o ’

Certain it is, according to St. Peter’s argument,
that it is after the earth-is made new that-the saints
are to.receive it for an inherltance. * We"look for
new heavens sud & new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness.” 2 Peter 8 :18. THe earth'is to be-

come an abodé for the righteous after it is purified by

fire ; and yet, after that' purification, it will \be the
carth that is now, in the same gense that thiearth is
the one that existed before the flood. This ‘earth is
made of the same material that existed before the
flood, and yet it is said.thal “ the world that then was,
being overflowed with water, perislied.” And so of
this earth : when it has been melted and undergone a
change by the action. of fire, it will become a newi
earth, in which the saints will dwell.

If this earth is not to become the abode of the saints
until it is made new, we see it will have quite a bear-
ing in the settlement of the question when the king-
dom is established on earth, to learn, if possible, when
the earth is made new. St. Peter says, The day of
the Lord will come, 7 the which this.earth is to be
melted (2 Peter 8 : 10), and a new earth is to be brought
in, This text does not fix the definite point when this
change shall take place, further than itis said to be ¢n
that day. The day of the Lord, we understand, com-
mences with events just prior to Christ’s second com-
ing, and concludes after the wicked are destroyed
forever out of the earth, which we see by Rev. 20 is
in the ‘“little season” after the thousand years, So
this text would not fix the definite péint for the event,
save that it shows that it will be in the day of the
Lord.

We will now inquire at-what point in- the day of
the Lord is the new-earth state brought in: Some
have argued that it will be at the very commence-
ment of that day ; that at Christ’s second coming the
saints will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air,
and thaf they will then enter the New Jerusalem
while the wicked are being destroyed and the earth’
melted. Some have claimed that there the prophet’s

testimony applies : “ Come, my people, enter into thy

chambers, and shut thy doors about thee ; hide thy-
gelf as it were for a little moment, until the indigna-
tion be overpast.” Isa. 26:20. Although we agreo
with the position that this textis a call for God’s people
to hide themselves while this earth is undergoing its
purging by fire, yet, from the testimony that immedi-
ately follows, we conclude it cannot apply till after the
thousand years. ‘ For behold, the Lord cometh out of
his place to.punish the-inhabitants of the earth for
their iniquity ;, the earth also shall disclose her blood,
and shall no more cover her slain.” Here is a coming
of the Lord out of his place, and the special ob-
jeot of that coming is stated. 'When.he thug comes to
punish the wicked, the earth no more covers her slain.
So it must be that at-that point all- the wicked are
resurrected, which is conclusive evidence that this text
has a better application at the end of the thousand
years. :

There is.a serious.difficulty in the view that the new
earth is brought in at the beginning of the thousand
years;. It seems from St Peter’s testimony that when

* .

this purifying of the earth takes place, the works in’
it are destroyed. But is it consistent to suppose that
after this earth has been cleansed ope thousand years,
and during that tiine been the plaee *“ wherein dwell-
eth righteousness,” that all the wicked rebels that
ever were upon it, shall be resurrected in one vast
body out of the purified earth, and go up on its beau-
tiful plains with Satan at their head, and that then fire
and brimstone shall be rained from heaven upon those
glorious fields of verduve to destroy the wicked ?

By the above remarks we do not dispute that ihe
wicked will be raised at the end of the thousand
years ; that they will come around the New Jerusalem
and be destroyed. But we understand their destruction
is connected with the purification of the earth, Then
is the time when they shall *“ see Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob in the kingdom” (Luke 18 :28), and they them-
selves thrust out. The kingdom i first established in

the city, and finally when the earth is purified, the * do-

minjon and groatness of the kingdom” will be ** under
the whole heavens.” If the earth is made new, and’
the. wicked are upon it when they see the kingdom,
they would virtually be @ the kingdom, and how
‘could they see themselves thrust out? Again, if the
whole earth is made new and constitutes the kingdom
when they behold'it, where is their standpoint from
which they can behold, and be themselves out of the -
kingdom ? Tt is all plain with the view that the king-
dom is first established in the city, and after the
wicked are cut off and the earth cleansed, that the
dominion. is extended under the whole heaven.

": It has been suggested by some that Christ’s king-

dom cannot be established at all, until he takes pos-

-gession of the whole earth, and destroys the wicked,

and establishes a peaceful reign ugon it. But we do

not suppose that this is necessarily so. When his_
kingdom is set up, the heathen are given into his

hands, that he may ‘“ break them with a rod of iron,

and. dagh. them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” This

he wilt do at that time when the Lord has said of

Christ, “ Ask of me, and I shall give theethe heathen

for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the

earth for thy possession.” ' Ps, 2 :7, 8. This asking for

and receiving the kingdom is nndoubtedly the event

described by the prophet Danjel, I saw in the night

visions, and behold, one like the Son of man came

with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient

of days, and they brought him near before him. And.
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a king-

dom,” etc. Dan. 7:18, 14. Some suppose this to
refer to Christ’s second coming. This carinot be, for

when he comes the second time, he comes away from

the Father; but this testimony speaks of a time when'
he is “ brought near before him,” to receive a king-

dom. We read, in the parable of the nobleman go-

ing into & far country to reccive a kingdom, “ When

he was returned, having recotved the kingdom,” ete.

Luke 19:15. 8o he receives the kingdom before he re-

turns. We think we shall be able to show that he

reigns, with the saints, in heaven, in the New Jerusa-

lem, the capital of his kingdom, for a thousand years.

At the end of that period, as recorded by the prophet
Zechariah, Christ’s feet will stand on the Mount of Ol-
ives, and the Mount of Olives will cleave half toward

one sea and half toward the other, and there will be
formed a mighty plain. Upon that plain we under-

stand that the city, New Jerusalem, comes down. The
wicked are then resurrected (Rev. 20), Satan goes out
to deceive them, they gather around the camp of the
saints and the beloved city, and fire comes down from
God out of heaven and devours them. That fire

which burns the wieked, burns up the works of the
Devil in the'earth. By that fire the mountaing are
metted and run down like wax, and thus the deep
caverns of the earth are fllled. The curse is forever
swept from the earth, and when the flres of that day
have subsided, the earth will stand forth in its restored
state, beautiful and glorious, and will become the
everlasting abode of the saints of God—the new earth
wherein dwelleth righteousness, which: St. Peter says
we look for, acoordiitg to God’s promise,

: ' J. N. Lovennoroven.

o

—Take down your concordance, tyrn to the word
‘““kingdom,” run it through the Secriptures, especially
the New Testament, and nqitice_ how all the promises
of God and the hope of th¢ saed cluster around that
word kingdom. Christ wils promised a kingdom ; he
came to obtain a kingdom; Be died to purchase a
kingdom ; he has gone.to get glik\ingdom; he is coming
back to take his kingdom; thd saints are heirs of the
kingdom ; daily we are to prély for the kingdom to
come, This is not a myth, an idea, & theory, but a
grand, solid reality; the kingdom that David had.
Strange that modern religious teachers have wholly
lost sight of this prominent doctrine of the Scriptures.
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IMMORTALITY A GIFT.

WiThouT entering into a discussion as to what that
principle or’element denominated the soul of man is,
or attempting an analysis of a body so * fearfully and
wonderfully madc” (Ps. 189 : 14), I propose to inquire
briefly into a few particulars whether the Bible war-
rants the belief that there is in man a conscious prin-
ciple or entity, which leaves the body at death for an
eternal existence, either in happiness or misery. This
question correctly decided, and that decision cordially
received and incorporated into the creeds of the popu-
lar Christian denominations, would eliminate from
their articles of faith one of the most prolific sources
of evil extant within the pale of professedly Christian
organizations.

1f the Bible be taken as the standard of judgment
on this question, we must conclude that there is no
such entity as an émmortal soul pertaining'to any mete
man, For in 1 Tim. 6 : 15, 16, we have this declara-

-tion: “The King of kings, and Lord of lords, who
only hath tmmortality.” This Bible statement alone
ought to be sufficient to forever settle the question in
the negative ; but when we find this cardinal negation
of the soul’s immortality corroborated by all other
seriptures bearing on this point, and that such a view
only harmonizes all parts of Scripture, and makes mor¢
clear the wonders of redemption, and the inexhaust-
ible fullness ther'eis in Christ Jesus, who is the Chris:
tian’s life, we wonder that a fallacy so obvious should
ever have gained so wide a currency among denomina-
tions of professedly Ohristian people, whose professed
rule of faith and life is divine revelation.

It is somewhat significant that while the word soul

is found eight huitdred and seventy-three times in the
original Scriptures, it is never once called immortal !
And yet in sermons, prayers, exhortations, and so-
called Ohristian instruction, * immortal soul,” ¢ never-
dying soul,” and equivalent expressions abound.  The
word gmmortal is found in 1 Tim., 1 : 1%, but is applied
to God, not to man. The celebrated Olshausen says :
«Mhe doctrine of the tmmortality of the soul, and the
name, are alike unknown to the entire Bible.”— Com.
on 1 Qor, 16 : 13.

Seventh-day Adventists teach that immortality is a
gift bestowed upon the righteous at the resurrection ;
and this view is in perfect accord with the Scriptures.
In Romans 2 :7 there is a class of persons spoken of,
“who by patient‘ continuance in well-doing seek for
. . . immortality.” This passage is comprehen-
sive, and doubtless includes all true Chrigtians, and
conveys the idea of an utter destitution of the thing
sought for, as well as an exhortation to ecarnestly strive
for it. How those who believe that man is naturally

immonrtal can reconcile that idea with an exhortation

to seek for tmmortality, we cannot understand.

In all God’s requirements of man, in relation to se-
curing his salvation, there is a beautiful propriety,
nothing unnecessary, nothing superfiuous. Butif man
has dmmortality already, or tnherently, Wiy seek forit ? ?
The idea is absurd, from a logical point of view, and
ought to be rejected bécause of its antagonism with a
line of scriptures which are totally irreconeilable with
man’s nkerent immortality, but which teach the sad
truth that man 48 mortal, and that even if he is a sub-
ject of “ the redemption which is in Christ Jesus,” he
will not receive the boon of immortality until Jesus
comes ‘‘ the second time without sin unto salvation.”
Heb. 9:28. Compare also Rev. 22 :12.

In Job 4:17 we have this expression: “Shall mor-
tal man be more just than God ?” If the theory that
man is inkerently immortal were true, Eliphaz (speaker
in the above quotation) certainly would not have made
use of the expression mortal man. Eliphaz evidently
intended to draw a sharp contrast between God, who
only hath émmortality, and man, who kath ¢t not, who
is perishable and destined to pass into that state of un-
consciousness referred to in Job 14 :10, 21 ; also Ece]
9:5,6 and Ps. 6:5; 146:4.

These passages, with many others of like import,
are so strong and cmphatic in relation to the mortal
and perishable nature of man, that we cannot wonder
at Paul's inference, if there be no resurrection “then
they atso which are fallen asleep in Christ are per-
ished.” 1 Cor. 16:18. This declaration would be
strange and unwarranted if the ‘‘souls of believers
pass immediately into glory” at death (as popular the-
ology teaches). If the body is only a clog of clay, as
Spiritualists and immaterialists would have us be-
lieve, why should Paul make such an ado about the
body, when: the jowel, the immortal (?) soul, escaped

from its worthless prison (the body), is safe' in hea-

ven ? It may afford a fine foundation for such so-

called sacred poetry as, “I want to be an angel;”
or, ‘A never-dying soul to save,” butrsuch a'theory
has no support from the Bible, and seems to have been
unknown to those who ‘‘ spake [and wrote] as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter1:21.

In contradiction of such fine-spun sentimentalism,
the solemn truth which the Bible clearly and in va-
rious phraseology makes known, remains, ‘The dead
know nof anything; . . neither have they any
more & p01 tion forever in anything that is done under
the sun.” Eccl 9:5, 6. The Bible agsumes that man
is'only a probationer for tmmortality ; and if it becomes
his in actual possession, it will be because of a cer-
tain perfection of character, and will be given as a
gift from the Lord Jesus (“I give unto them eternal
life,” John 10:28), who is the life of every Christian ;
which transaction is thus expressed in the volume of
inspiration : “When Christ, who is our life, shall ap-
pear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.”
Col. 8 :4, 'This we know, because Christ hath brought
to light, or made manifest, life and immortality
through the gospel. 2 Tim. 1:10.

“Thus we find a line of scriptures bearing on the
when and how man becomes invested with the attri-
bute of immortality, which, with the perfection of
every Christian grace, launches him on the broad
ocean of an endless felicity, in that glorious home
which the Saviour has gone before to prepare for them
who through ‘‘faith and patience inherit the prom-
ises ;" even the kingdom which the saints of the Most
High are to take and possess forever and ever.

"The time when and the manner of this grand con-
summamon, Is beautifully set forthin 1 Cor. 15: 52-54 :
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump ; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and
this mortal must-put on immortality. So when this
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the sayinv that is written, Death is

. swallowed up in victory.”

The complete triumph over the corrupt and perish-
able condition in which we pass our probation here
will then have had a glorious consummation in “an
abundant entrance” into the New Jerusalem, from
which all evil is forever excluded, and whose grand
register is the Lamb’s Book of Life,—Signs of the
Times.

-
~of

A WORLD MADE FROM NOTHING.

>

Nor long ago a bright five-year-old boy asked,
“Mamma, what is the earth made from ?” The reply
given was, ““@od made it out of nothing.” I was as-
tonished when I heard it, not that I had never heard
it before, for many Christians, among whom may be
found some of the ablest commentators, boldly assert it.
And yet I could not help feeling that the Scriptures
taught no such thing. Putting it in the form of the
answer given, it would almost seem that the idea orig-
inated at a time when there was little unbelief, and
when faith soared triumphantly above every opposing
obstacle. To-day infidelity comes forward unchal-
lenged, so we need no man-made tests of faith. In-
deed the simple unequlvocal statements and require-
ments of Seripture impose a test wilich is ‘quite sufli-
cient for this unbelieving age. Therefore we should
be careful to not go beyond the plain teachings of In-
spiration, Where they are clear and positive, we may
be justified in 8o teaching them, and, generally, such
statements will be accepted by those who have faith
in the Creator. ‘But when men teach dogmatically
doctrines which are unsecriptural, then begins the war
of words which divides the church into parties and
sects, at the same time giving infidels just cauge, in
many instances, to burlesque what they eall ““ Bible
teachings.”

For our knowledge of the creation and all that ap-
pertains thereto, we are wholly dependent upon di-
vine revelation, whi¢h at once becomes the basis upon
which faith rests ; for there is nothing in nature which
would give us any clue to the solution of the question
alluded tp, which addresses itself to children, as well
as those of more mature minds. Let us read a few
texts. ‘In.the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth.” Gen, 1:1. ‘““By the word of the Lord
were the heavens made ; and all the host of them by the
breath of his mouth.” Ps.83:6. ‘“Through faith we
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of
God, so that things which are seen were not made of
things which do appear.” Heb. 11:3. How beauti-

fully the subject is presented in these brief inspired
records, and yet' nothing is said about the  eternity
of matter,” and no intimation is given that the uni-
verse of God was made from ‘ nothing.” And leav-
ing the matter where Ingpiration has left it,—unex-
plained, because we would be unable to comprehend
it,—it would never provoke discussion among believ-
ers, or open the way for cavilers to ridicule the first
verse of the Bible.

Expositors are 4pt to say just a little more than the
inspired writers have said ; and thus for centuries; by
the teachings of the Fathers as well as by modern
theologians, some of the grandest truths and most in-
portant doctrines have been so obscured or perverted
that they are unworthy of the name of Biblical teach-
ings. Are not these perversions of Scripture in a
large degree responsible for much of the infidelity of
the nineteenth century ?

Because the apostie says ““that things which are
seen were not made of things which do appear,”

some have illogically concluded that the earth was
formed out of nothing. Let me inquire, Does not
matter exist in a state of invisibility as well as in a
condition in which it is apparent to our senses ? 'Who
dare say that there are not worlds of matter in the
store-house of the great Architect of the universe !

The microscope opens to our vision an almost in-

finite variety of material forms, animate ahd inani-
mate, many of which are found in the food we eat and
in the water we drink ; and yet, unaided by this in-
strument, we are insensible of their presence. We

may subdivide these particles by chemical agency and -

thug they become imperceptible even with the aid of
the most powerful microseope ; yet they exist, and by
summoning to our aid the spectroscope, matter once
more becomes appreciable to finite man.
ever, the limit for mortals is reached. Beyond this
the infinitesimal particles are known as atoms, and are
a8 yet incomprehensible to our limited powers.

Undaunted, we turn oui eyes heavenward, and gaze

Does
By using telescopes

with delight upon six thousand starry worlds.
matter find its limit here ?—No.

of varying powers, millions of stars appear until if

secems that the number, which might be multiplied to
infilnitude, must remain unknown to mortal, finite
man, simply because of his inability to construct an
instrument which will bring the throne of creation’s
King within the radius of his vision. Then, certaibly,
matter does exist in many forms, even though it does
not appear always to man.

It is difficult to understand why men should try to’

make it appear that the word c¢reafe means *'to
bring into being from nothing.” Its use in the Serip-
gures -should, I think, determine its 'meaning. - The
Hebrew word bdara occurs forty-seven times in the Old
Testament. Forty-two times itis translated *“ created”
and ¢ create,” three times ‘‘ creator,” and two times
“make” and ‘“made.” About twenty times it is used
in relation to man in some way, and about twelve
times to the earth. In its other uses it relates to Je-
rusalem, the new heavens and new earth, animals,
etc. - ~

The first chapter of Glenesis presents good illustra-

tions of the use of the word bare, or create. ““God
created the heaveng and the earth.” Versel. ‘‘And
God created great whales,” etc. Verse 21. ““So God

created man in his own image, in the image of God
“created he him; male and female created he them.”
Verge 27. In Gen. 2:7 it is expressly declared that
“God formed man of the dust of the ground.”
how could this statement be true if bara, or create,
means “to bring into being from nothing.” Observe,
that not one of the forty-seven instances where: the
word is used, naturally or of necessity, requires us to
give it the popular definition; but on the contrary,
nearly one-half of the entire number actually restrict
its meaning to formation from pre-cxistent matier. One
more illustration will be sufficient. <TFor, behold, I
create [bara] new heavens and anew earth.” Isa 65 :
17. Compare this with 2 Pet, 8:%, 10-18, By this
we learn that after this sin-cursed earth is melted with
fervent heat, the glorious ‘“new heavens and. new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,” will, at the
fiat of Omnipotence, be créated from the renascent
elements of the old. '

Biblical theology is the kind which is most needed
in these sentimental times; and we can rest assured
that no commentary or lexicon is equal to the Bible it-
self for explaining the doctrines or terms which are
used therein. And as the Scriptures do not inform us
of what God made the earth, perhaps it would be bet-
ter when we are asked of what it was formed to sim-
ply reply, We do not know.—Present Truth,

Here, how- .

Now

Dt tral % -
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Oor. 1, 1886.] :

o) ~Oo . ‘@I@’ R NOX .. oan I do this great wickedness, and sin against | of families have embraced the faith ; two be]i'ever's' .
God 1" There was no question about the matter baptized at Mud Lick, and & church of twelve mem- .
for bim. He refused to yield to temptation as a bers organized ; new church building about completed
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THE HARVEST 0ALL,

BY ANNIE TEAGUR, Ve

- Tomrn with the day-spring flies
Tar o'er the wide plain's sweep,
A Fwif@-wlnged call, that crfes,
' More laborers to reap!”

The yellow harvest stands;
I see'what %rent reward

Awaits tho wi llln§ hands
That gather for their Lord,

_« Ieannat reap tho sheaves,
s i . My puny arm is vain;
But strength gome gleaning leaves
That yields its goldon grain,

* And if I bring at length
No garners running o'er,
But burdened as my strength,
On me is latd no more,

" What tho' the gift be small?
Laid on that altar fair
Wheore heavenly grace doth fall,
Grows measureiess and rare,

And 80 I heed the call,
‘Whtle yet the sunshine lles,
. Beforo the shadows fall
“Pwixt me and paradise,

[ S ——

INTEGRITY OF CHARACTER."

BY BUGENE LELAND.

It is recorded of a sentinel who was standing
guard at one of the gates of Pompeii when that
city was destroyed by a volcanic eruption, that he

- remained at his post of duty, and perished in the
melted lava that filled the streets and buried the
houses. Centuries afterward, when the city was
exhumed, the skeleton of a soldier with his armor
wag found at the city gate. Every one is familiar
with the story of Casabianca, who, during a battle,
had been assigned to & position on board a ship,
and told to remain there till his father should re-
turn. But his father was killed in the action, and
could give no heed to the question of His son, “My

father, must I stay 7" And though—

“The flames that lt the battle’s wreck
Shone round him o'er the déad,"—

he would not forsake his post, but perished in the
flames. . ‘

Tt is such an integrity as is ‘shown in these ex-
amples that 'is required by the Christian,—an
integrity that will not swerve though, like Daniel
of old, he be cast into the den of lions. How
mighty an influence for the right could be exerted,
would every one who professes the name ‘of Christ
manifest the same integrity of charactér as was
shown by the three Hebrew children who were
cast alive into the midst of the burning fiery fur-
nace because they refused to bow before the great
image which the king had set up.

+ Job was a man of such integrity.that when God
permitted his family and property to be taken
from him, and his own body to be afilicted to such
an extent that life itself was a burden, he was
heard to say, “ The Lord gave, and thé Lord hath
taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord.”
And again, “All the while my breath is in me,
and the Spirit of God is in my nostrils ; my lips
shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter
deceit. . . . Till'I-die I will not remove mine in-
tegrity from me.” . Though counseled by a foolish
wife to ¢ curse God and die,” he preserved his in-
‘tegrity, and even desired that God should test the
purpose of his heart. “If I have walked with
vanity,” he says, “or if my foot hath hasted to
deceit ; let me be weighed in an even balance, that
God may know mine integrity.”

David was a man who came near to the gates of
death through his iniquity ; but after he had sin-

., cerely repented of his.sin, and his delight was «in
the law of the Lord,” he could say, “Judge me,
O Lord, according to my righteousness, and ac-

.sgording to mine integrity that is in me.”

Integrity of character preserves men in the hour
of temptation. He who has been faithful in every
time of trial, finds it an easy task to shun the path
of danger ; but he who yields to every inclination,
and dBes not control his evil desires, is led like the
0x to the slaughter. How promptly did Joseph,
when teiapted by the wily Kgyptian, say, “How

4
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matter of course. Rather would he go down into
the loathsome dungeon than violate his integrity
of character. )

Integrity of character also begets confidence.
‘When one who has maintained bis uprightness un-
der all circumstances is brought into close places,
he has confidence to ask for assistance. Witnebs

“the man who has served his employer faithfully

for a long series of years. During a protracted
illness his place is kept for him until his recovery,
and the wants of his family are looked after. But,
on the other hand, the man who cannot be relied
upon hasg no confidence to hope for such favor in
cage of distress. :

King Hezekiah, when told by the prophet that he
must die, turned his face to the wall, and pleaded his
integrity of character before God. His prayer was
heard and answered before the messenger 'left the
house. Well will it. be if all of us who profess the
name of Christ can exercige that confidence which
will enable us to ““come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need.” How can one who cher-
ishes iniquity in his heart have confidence to ask
anything-of God 9 #If I regard iniquity in my
heart,” says David, the Lord will not hear me.”
And to the same effect Solomon speaks :  He that
turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even
hig prayer shall be abomination.”

In order to obtain this contidence, it is necessary
to abide in Christ ; for the Suviour says, “ If ye
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you."”
And to the same effect the apostlé John speaks :
“ And now, little children, abide in him ;. that
when he shall appear, we imay have confidence,
and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”
And again: ¢“Beloved, if our heart condemn us
not, then have we confidence toward God.”

Integrity is strengthened by resolutions. After
David hgd the witness that his sin had been for-
given, he was fearful that he might again fall, and
he formed a resolution to walk in his integrity.
Solomon says, The integrity of the upright shall
guide them.” He who never yields to temptation,
has formed a hiabit which will guide all his actions.
And what an influence is exerted upon children by
the possession of this Christian virtue by the par-
The child who sees his parent practice one
‘thing while he professes another, soon loges con-
fidence in the religion of that parent. Parents
often mourn over the conduct of their children,
and wonder why it is that they take no interest
in religious things, when their own conduct is ab
the bottom of the difficulty. Solomon speaks on-
this point also : ,“ The just man walketh.in his in-
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tegrity : his children are blessed after him.”
B annd Ll
| THE, FIELD. &

“THE FIELD IS THE WORLD.”
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PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE.

E™Brief mention of work done and results accomplished
by Seventh-duy Adventists, in different parts of the field,
according to reports received since our last issue :—

AUSTRALIA.—Membership of church'at Ballarat in-
creased to forty-five. co

CaNADA.—Tent meetings being held at Browns-
ville ; six believers baptized at 8t. Catherines.

Duxmare.—Report from J. G. Matteson gives in-
teresting accounts of meetings at Copenhagen, where
several worthy people have accepted of the truth as
preached, and two colporters have commenced work
in the city ; good reports are received from Jutland,
“Asaa, and Sleswig,. .

IowA.—Tent meetings. held at Audubon by Elds.
Hawkins and Willoughby, and a company of sixteen
raised up readyfor church organization; Sabbath-
school of thirty members organized at that place;
meetings begun at Atlantic with favorable prospects.

* Inuinois.—Elds, A. O. Tait and F. D. Starr report
that thirteen have signed the church covenant at Odin,
as one result of g series of meetings held at that place
by them ; three ‘converts receive baptism at Oentra-
lia. i ‘ ‘

InpIANA.—J. W. Covert and F. M. Roberts hold
meetings at South Milford, and report that five heads

at New Marion,

Kansas.—Camp-meeting held at Oshorne City, with
good success ; twenty-six persons baptized.

* KENTUCKY.—Seven new converts at Dalton, where
also a Sabbath-school has been organized ; two new
believers reported at Slaughterville, ten at Auburn,

and fifteen at Marion, as results of meetings held at |

those places by I. H. Evans ; Sabbath-school of thirty
members organized at Marion, .

MiNNEsoTA.—Scveral new believers reported: at
Pelican Rapids ; church at Dodge Center receives four
new members, and at Lake City five.

MicHréAN. —Three believers baptized at Battle
Creek ; the number of believers at Edmore increased
to sixteen ; W. C. Wales reports several conversions
at Saugatuck, as a result of meetings being held there ;
Sabbath-school of sixty members is organized and in
a flourishing condition, .

MassacnuserTs.—Tent-meetings and mission work
at New Bedford result in a company of thirteen be-
lievers ; the State camp-meeting held at this place was
largely attended, and very successful, sixteen converts
recelving baptism at that time; the sum of $8,000
was pledged at the camp-meeling to be used in ex-
tending the work ; tent meetings are being continued
with favorable prospects.

‘Maing.—State camp-meeting held at Deering’s
Oaks ; a goodly number of converts result from the
meetings, and six receive baptism,

- Missourr.—N. W. Allee and J. W. Watt engage in
holding meetings at Princeton, and report three heads
of families as having embraced the faith, °

PBNNSYLVANIA, —Six persons accept the faith at
Venango, as a rcsult of labors by J.. G. Saunders and
J. L. Baker ; series of meetings commenced by them at
Blooming Valley.

VErMonT.—C. L. Kellogg and H. S, Farman hold
a series of tent meetings at Middlebury, which results

in a company of twenty-five staunch believers, and a

flourishing Sabbath-school.

WisconsiN.— Meetings held at Sextonville and
Richland City result in several conversions.

WesT Virainia.—C. H. Chaffee holds tent meetings
at Paw Paw and Parkersburg, and reports several con-
verts at each place.

DI T A N Y L Y I T LT T N T DAL T T A T AP D AT

THE TiBE0LOGIGAL WORLD.

....General Booth, Commander-in-Chiéf of the Salvation
Army, i3 coming to America.

.+..The colored Baptists of the Northwest have sent two
missionaries to the Congo field. ’

.+ . The Chicago Zuuterior denies that infant baptlsm is fall-
ing into disuse in the Preshyterlan Chureh.

... .There are 7,000 Esquimaux converts in Greenland un-
der the care of the Danish Missionary Scciety.

... .France, Germany, Italy, 8pain, and Portugal have to-
gether a population of 90,000,000, of whom only 680,000
are Protestants,

«+..In the years of 1884-5 there were thirty-two convents

and monastie eolleges built in Rome, notwithstanding the
law to the contrary.

.. .The Catholic questfon has again broken out with re-

newed vigor in Germany, Several statesmen of prominence
are flghting for the return of Jesuits.

*....The Wesleyans of Great Britain spend $100,000 y: axly

in bullding chapels in London, and the attendance upon
Methodist worship has increased 56 per cent in 20 years,

... .The Seventh-day Baptist General Conference, Misslon-
ary, Tract, and Educational S8ocleties are to hold their annual
session at Milton, Wisconsin, beginning on Fourth-day, Sept.
22d, and closing on Second-day, the 27th.

... .Clerical advices from Rome are tO the effect that exten-
sive preparations are being made for the celebration of the
pope’s jubilee. The celebration will begin on New Year's
Day and continue until May, six days each week being set
aside for the purpose.

.. ..The Year Book of the Young Men’s Christian Assoctation
for 1886 shows that seventeen new buildings have been com-
pleted during the year, and twenty others are in course of
erecction. There are ngw, ninety Assoefation buildings fu the
United States and Canada, and the net vatue of Assoclation
property aggregates over $56,000,000, There are 1,066 As-
sociations in this country, 650 In Germany, 79 In France,
576 in ‘Great Britain, 491 in Holland, 8 in Russia, 2 in China,
8 in Japan, 6 in India, 12 in Africa, 14 in Australia, ete.

....The New York Observer i3 authority for the statement
that ¢ in Montreal the population is”largely Romanist, but
the property of the Protestants is believed to equal that of
the Romanlsts. Under the government whieh recognizes
Rqmanism as an established church, much of the real estate
owned by Catholies s exempt from taxation, The City
Council voted a sum of money to pay for Cardinal Tascher-
eau’s reception, and itis in the habit of voting money an-
nually for a Roman Catholic festival, It is not necessary tQ
travel very far to see how the public money is used when
priests have a eontrolling influence in politics,
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I%~We are in receipt of a letter from a reader of

the Sxcxri who ohjects to this paper on the  ground’

that its positions on many points of Christian doctritic
are widely at variance with the positions held by the
_majority of religious denominations, We respect-
fully inform our correspondent that he is not judging
us by’ the right standard. The Blhle, and not the
creeds of popular denominations, is our rule of action,
and hy that we wish to he judged. If any of our

readers discover that we are out of harmoiiy with the

Bible, we will be only too willing and anxious to give
candid attentlon to their remonstrances.

" WIlth this issue we hring to a close the “ Con-
versations on the Sahbath Question.” The ohject of
these -articles is to cover the principal points dwelt
upou in the average conversation upon this questlon.

«The writer has atmed to he perfectly falr, not only in

answering the questions of the’inquirer, but also in
stating the positions of our opponents. We trust the
reader will give these articles candid consideration,
and lie led to form his conclusions in the light of a
¢oming Judgmeut.
ers comprehend all that is dependent upon a correct
view of the Sahbath question, they will not accuse us
of dwelling upon it too extensively.

ry —

B&¥ A Baptist minfster warns the peoplc against
“Thoughts on Daniel,” thus: ‘‘Let all Bihle Chris-
tians hands off this hook, and discourage its purchase
everywhere, It is a very dangerous book to be in the
hands of the masses,” To he so very dangerous it
must have much show of truth, or else must he in har-
mony with the false prejudices-of the people. Some
centuries ago it was taught that the Bible was a dan-
gerous hook to he in the hands of thc common peoplc.
The hook, *“‘Thoughts on Dauiel,” contains every
word of the -hook-of Daniel, with hrief explanations,
chiefly confirming the truth of its prophecies hy show-
ing their exact fulfillment in history.
a.dangerous -book, doubtless - this is; for it shows by

facts of history its truth, and that lts interpretations’

of symbols mean just what they say.

e

g Among the autimn camp-mectings to he held
by 8. D. Adventists we notice the following appoint-
ments: Sauk Center, Minn,, Sept. 29 to Oct. 4;
Smithland, Iowa, Harrisonville, Mo., and Wahash,
Ind., each the same date—Sept. 29 to Oct. 5 ; Bowling
Green, Ky., and New London, Wis.,, Oct. 6-12;
Brighton, Iowa, Oct. 6-11; Wichita, Kansas, Oct.
7-17 : Paris, Tenn., Oct. 13-19. All are cordially in-
vited to attend'these meetings. Tents will be pitched
on the grounds, and rented at low rates for the ac-
cominodation of all who may wish to encanp on the
grounds during the meetings. This will afford an
excellent opportunity for a pleasaut and profitable va-
cation at hut little expeuse. 'All should improve it.
A dining tent will be operated on the grounds where
warm meals or lunches Wwill be served at the most
reasonable rates. . :

p&a>The claim of 8. D. Adventists, that they arc
engaged in preaching the last messages of the gospel,

- as promised in Rev. 14: 612, is either true or faise.

If it is true, it hebooves all to heed the warning, If
it is false, those who know the truth can prove it
falge. - If this cannot he done, it must be accepted nsf
the truth; for God will surely fulfill his promise; and
guard it from a counterfeit fulfillment. Thoss who
believe his word and trust in him, will not be lef to
be deceived by a falte fulflllment of what God has

promised. '
——et .

g¥~Cortain principles underlie each and every ac-
tion of man., These principles are the emhodiment of
his faith, bellef, or doctrine, as poriaining to those
subjects. It thus becomes self-evident -that if one’s
principles are not founded upon truth, his actions
‘must nocessarily be more or less at fault. 'The closest

- gerutiny should be given to our principles, with- a

view to asceriaining whother or no - they are founded
upon the word bf ‘God. " It 18 fot this' reuson‘that we
entcr upon searching investigation in the articles pub<
lshed in the StorrLm, hoping thereby to arrive at cor-
‘rect conolusions,  We trust our readers Wil follow ug

- int these' investigations, for we assure them that the
Bible and the Blble hloiie shall be our authority.

We are sure that when our read-.

If the Blble is |

.or hanging, or stoning? What is it?

EF*Why is it that men neglect, or refuse, to study
the hook of Revelation? Did not Jesus expressly say,
“ Blessed is he ' that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy ”? Rev. 1:8. Who helieves
this statement of the author of the book itself? The
editors of the SiorLe helieve it, and hence prayer-
fully endeavor to read that bLook, and to teach it to
others, And reader, rememher that a special hlessing
is pronounced upen you if you read it. We think it
is one of the grandest and most profitable books of
the whole Bible.

@F~Christ cane the first time in exact and remark-
ahle fulfillment of the prophecies of Daniel. The
fulfillment was too plain to be denied. What did the
unbelieving Jews do? 'They pronounced a curse upon
every person who should undertake to read and ex-
plain the prophecies of Daniel. Just so, since the
Adventists have shown the fulfillment of the prophe-
cies in the last days, & popular church has turned
away from those prophecies, and now they seek to
throw discredlt upon them, and to give the impres-
sion that they cannot be understood at all. Another
sign of the times. M

o

= We would like to ask a-few questions of those
who claim that the law of God was all aholished at
the cross, and that Christ and his aposties gave us a
new law afterward. When was the new law given?
what day? at what time? ‘Name it, if youchn. Where
was it given? in Jerusalem? on the mount of Ol-
ives ? at:Antioch ? where? TFindit, please. How was
it given? vocally? written out? printed? how? Tell
us something about it. ~How many precepts has this
new law? tenm, or eleven? eight, or twelve? If there
is such a law, you certainly should be able to answer
these slmiple questions about it. Which is the first
precept ? which is the last ? Tell us, please. To
whom was it given? to the apostles, to the world,
to Gentiles, to Jews, to whom ? Whatis the penalty
of this new law? Is it death, or stripes, or burning,
Where do youn
find it? ~The fact is ' that no such -new law ever was
given, and the man does not live who can find it.

' e e

HEAVEN' LOCATED.

WE clip the following item froin a recent numher of
the Ohristiun Statesman. In commenting on the rais-
ing of Lazarus from the dead, the Statesman says:—

“TLazarus had a great reputation at this time. His
name was wide-spread. ' His presence was much
sought. Curlosity drew great multitudes to his door.
It was regarded a high privilege to see the man who
had been, four days in heaven, to hear his voice, and
to clasp his hand. This was now the strongest proof
of Christ’s. divinity and mission. The encmies of
Jesus hated Lazarus worse than the British hate Bun-
ker Hill' Monwinent. Wlille that man lived, Jesus
would be honoted. By 'all means he must he re-
moved. No douht they - were perplexed with the
thought that he might not stay -dead though he he
killed ‘every week, The man ‘who came once froin
the grave nlight come as often a8 h¢ was buried.”

The curious part of the foregoing item is the loca-

tion given for heaven. First It is stated that Lazarus
had been in heaveu four days, and the :last statement
is that heé came from the grave; hence, according to
the Okiristian Statesman, heaven is in the grave. It
would be still more curious to know where the States-
man will find scripture proof that Lazarus went to
heaven at all at that time, and the most curious feat-
ure would ‘be for it to explain.why, if he did go to
heaven, he was called back to this earth. If heaven
is a more desitable place than earth, which we sup-
pose all believe, and Lazarus had once entered there,
Why cdll hid back? ' The seriptural view of the state
of the dedd will enahle one to avoid such fllogical and
absurd positions as put forth by-our contemporary

il B

o WHOLESOME WORDS.”

Ir any man teach otherwise, and consent not to
wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus

.Christ, and to the dootrine which is accotrding to god-

liness, - he is proud, knowing nothing,” etc. 1 Tim.
6:8-5. The apostle held that it made a wide differ-
enct what idocttine - was taught and helieved in the
Church; and all Christians will agree with him, that
the words of - our Lord. Jesus Christ are wholesome
words. :His words make the keeping of the ten com-
mandments the way to eternal life. To the young
man who asked him what he should do that he might
huve eternal Life he suid, *“ 1f thou wilt enter into life,
keep the commandments.” Thls referred-to the code

‘the change.”

- Man, the Signs of: the

of ten precepts,
consent to wholesome words will keep them,

““But,” says my friend, “ that was spoken beforc the
crucifixion, before the old law was abolished.”

Yes, it was. But when was that law abolished?
We have some wholesome words to that very point.

“Think not,” said Jesus, “ that I am come to destroy -

the law or the prophets; I am not come to destroy,
hut to fulfill. For verily Isay unto you, Till heaven
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from ‘the law, till all be fulfiled. Whosoever
therefore shallhreak oue of these least commandments,
and shall teach inen so, he shall be called the least in

the kingdom of heaven; but whogoever shall do and

teach them, the same shall be called great in the king-

dom of heaven.” Matt. 5:17-19, The heaven and
earth have not yet passed; and the law of God and
the words of Christ are not yet aholished.
and earth,” said Jesus, ‘“ shall pass away, but my word
shall not pass away.” - R. F. C.

\

CANDID ADMISSIONS

FROM

“Heaven

Sunday Observers and Writers, GQoncerning the First Day of ;

the Week,

See Matthew 19:16-19. Those who

. .
“Admissions in favor of truth from the ranks of its enemies, ; |

constitute the highest kind of evidence."—Pres, Asa Mahan,
THE EVIDENCE S8UMMED UP.

TuE conclusion of the whole matter, to quote their

own words, is, There is ‘‘ no positive command” * for

keeping holy the flrst day of the week;” ““ not on rec- .

ord any divine command”  tochange the Sabbath
to the first dayof the week.” And again: “The New
Testament is silent about a change of days;” *no ex-
press commandinent in all the Scriptures;” and ¢“there
is not a particle of scripture law;"” its < ohservance”
“ignot founded on any commandment, of God.” Again:

“Can we find the text” ‘enjoining” ‘this day?—
Nol!” “No precept forit” ““in the New Testament.” |
Further: ** You may search from Genesis to Revela- :
tion for & commandment,” hut you wili search in ;

vain.”

And again: It must he owncd” that ¢ the .

usual” ““ passages are uot sufficient.” And *“it must -
be confessed that there is no law in thc New Testa-
ment concerning the first day.” The “Lord’s day is |

founded not on any commaudment of God.”
again: There was “‘no Lord’s day instituted by any
apostolic mandate.”
the first three centuries ‘attributed ” Sunday “ ohserv-
ance either to Christ or his apostles.”

And -

“No ecclesiastical writers of '

“The festival :}

of Sunday” ““was always only a human ordinance.” )

“The primitive Christians did all manncr of work
upon the Lord’s day.” <« No law or precept” “given

by Christ or the apostles” ‘‘for the substitution of :
the first lustead of the seventh day of the week.” -
“The Lord’s day had no command that it should be -

sanctified.” *Nor do these [early Christians] in any

instance allege any divine command, or even apos-

tolic practice” forit.  And we have not the word of
God for us, but rather against us.”

“The Lord’s day .

had no such commandment” ¢ that it should be sanc- |

tified.” By none of the Fathers” was its observ-
or ‘“the precepts of Jesus or his apostles.”

And yet again: There is “no expression for oh-
scrving the first day of the week.”

The substitution :

of ‘“the first day of the week for the seventh dayis |

absolutely without any authority in the New Testa-
ment.”
doing.”

no divince legislation establishing the Christian Sab-
bath. - "

Now we ask in all candor, Why roh the Creator of |

that which is pre-eminéntly his ?

. “'The seventh day !

is the Sabhath of the Lord thy God.” If there is no

commandment for the observance of the first day, as
these many writers testlfy (and they have spoken the
truth), is it not most fitting that we * return unto the

“There is no scriptural authority for so ;‘
“We meet with no scriptural. direction for |
It is a ‘“faet that there was in reality .

.ance ‘‘grounded either on the fourth commandment”

Lord,” and walk in the “old paths” ? These men .

were not trying to tear down the first day; on the
contrary, very many of them were - actually trying to
support it at the time they made thege remarkable
concessions, There I8 this much in their praise,—
they have spoken candidly ; THEY HAVE TonD THE
TRUTH |
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