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CONFLICT AND OONQUEST,

Couraak, brother, do not stumble,
Though thy path be dark as night;
“There’s a star to guide the humble;
“ Trast in God, and do the right.”

Lot the road be rough and dreary,
And its end far out of sight,

Foot it bravely—strong or weary,

“ Prust in God, and do the right.”

Perish “ poliey ’ and “ cunning’’ !
Porish all that fears the light!
Whether losing, whether winning,
“ Trust in God, and do the right.”

Trust no party, sect, or faction;
Trust no “leaders’’ in the fight;

But in every word and action,

“ Trust in God, and do the vight.”

Trust no lovely forms of passion;
Frionds may look like angels bright;

Trust 1o oustoin, school, or fushion,

“‘Trust in God, and do the right.”

Simple rule, and safest guiding,
Inward peace and inward might,

Star upon our path abiding;

“ Trust in. God, and do the right.”’

Some will hate theo, gomno will love thee,
Some will flatter, some will slight;
Coase from man, and look above thee,
“ Trust in God, and do the right.”
—Selected.

Jlotes and Gomnygnts,

29° NOTICE.—Parties receiving this Paper, not hav-
ing subscribed for it, may know that it is sent to them by
the courtesy of some friend. Do not hesitate to take it
from the Office, for none will be called upon to pay for

$- any numbers they have not ordered. We invite candid,

attention to the Contents of the Paper, and when you
have read it, please hand it to a Friend or Neighbor.

]‘HOUGI{T generally runs in the grooves of habit,
and these habits are of our own manufacture.
Right habits of action naturally lead to right modes
of thought, and wrong habits of life lead in an oppo-
site djreobiou Thus we see the idolater justify the
worship of images, and the tobacco and opium eaters,
with cqual folly, discuss the virtues of the poisons
they use. Error in action produces error in reason-
ing. T
: et e
1 uE law of reciprocity bears universal sway. Hv-
] erything that all. persons think, say, or do, is in
», fesponse. to a demand. All demands come from one
" ‘o the otheriof two resources—God or Satan, The
secret of a peifeot lifé- thus becomes very simple ;
_is to réspoind to 4l of the demands made upon us by
“God, and lgnbié all. those made by Satan. Just to
that extent; that one fujﬁlls the suggestions made by
Satan, is he'a sinnér, -
it is 80’ dnfﬁculb for!-us to. live: withous sin. - Many
times we are upixble to' discern. the source of a sug-

Hereby may we discover why

gestion. Satan’s work is counterfeit throughout, and
in many instances he produces a counterfeit that so
closely resembles the genuine as to be beyond the
power of deteetion, at least by human beings. Man
is a free moral agent, and has these two classes of
suggestions and solicitations to choose from. For-
tunate will it be for him if he secures divine assist-
ance to that degree that he will be enabled to detect
the true from the falgse at all times, and have suffi-
cient strength given him from above to choose the
true, and conform his life thereto.

d +dm

_ THE greater one’s opportunities for obtaining knowl-

edge, the greater the responsibility there is rest”
ing upon him for being well informed ; and the more
information one has with regard to the teaching of
the Bible, the greater will be his guilt if he goes con-
trary to that teaching. God will hold people re-
sponsible only for the manner in which they improve
their opportunities, for gaining a knowledge of him
and his will, and the sincerity of purpose and willing
ohedience exemplified by them in following that will.

o

THE world is full of superficial Christians, and why
is it P~—Evidently because, principally, of the
vast amount of superficial teaching and preaching

that is given to the world. Most of the popular re- ]

vivals of the present day are of a very superficial
character. The foundation principles of Christian
faith and doctrine are pot dwelt upon and in
stilled into the minds ofthe people. The burden of
the labor is,  Come to AChrist.” If true Christian
faith and doctrine wasfet forth so that people could
comprehend what it means to be a Christian, they
would be enabled to come to Christ in an intelligent
manner, and thus avoid the superficiality that is now
go painfully apparent. They would then be able to
give intelligent and Biblical reasons for the hope they
entertain. Paul sets forth the value of the Script-
ures in 2 Tim. 3:186, and the first point mentioned
in the list is “doctrine.” This is eminently logical.
When a man proceeds to the erection of a building,
the first matter that receives attention is the founda-
tion. Doctrine is to religion what the foundation
walls are to a building.

THE doctrine that the reward of the righteous is re-
ceived at death causes the second coming of
Christ to be largely or entirely lost sight of. To
that extent, those who teach that doctrine are guilty’
of ignoring the importance of Christ's gecond com-
ing; and if one is thus guilty, how can it be said of
him that he loves that appearing? But those who
teach the doctrine before named, have nothing in
Scripture to support it; and when they come to of
for to the Lord their reasons for sueh a hope, it is
unavoidable_that they will be ashamed of them.

o

HOSE who claim that Christ abrogated God’s law,

and proclaimed one of his own, which they assert
to.be the one we are now under, are placed in a se-
rios dilemma to explain the nature of Christ’s
t | work as our Advocate. It is evident that, in general
terms, the province of\an advocate is to plead the
cause of an offender bgfore the offended lawgiver.
He is supposed to take|an interest in securing ex-
emption from punishmeng for the offender. Now if
.Christ is- the author of the law now binding upon
mankind, how can he be ‘qur Advocate ? It would

‘.

be greatly lowering the dignity of a lawgiver to bo
found pleading that one who had violated his law
might be pardoned for that transgression. With
whom could he plead for such an extension of mercy ?
He would be placed under the necessity of pleading
with himself and against his own law. How much
more sensible to accept the statement of the prophet,
“The Lord is our lawgiver” (Isa. 33:22); and of
James, ¢ There is one lawgiver.” Chap. 4:12. This
leaves the work of Christ as our Advocate clearly de-
fived, and free from the embarrassing relations caused
by the position before referred to.

et ¢ P

HEN an individual tells a falsehood, the most nat-

ural thing for him to do is to proceed to so
hedge about and protect that falsehood that people
will not find out his sin. He will endeavor to so ar-
range circumstances that they will tend to substan-
tiate what he has said. Satan is no exception to this
rule; in fact, we may say that the propenswy to tell
falsehoods and then cover them “up is satanic in its
origin. Satan told the first lie in the Garden of Eden,
and we may be sure that ‘he has taken all possible
pains since then to demonstrate to the world that he
told the truth to Eve. We must not consider that
he would tell a lie and afterward make no effort to
conceal that lie. He told Eve that she would not
die. if she ate of the forbidden fruit, but that she
would simply pass through a certain transition. He
virtually said to her, “There is no death; what
seems 5o is transition.” Satan assumed a great task
in thus disputing the truthfulness of the word of
God, and we must expect to find him leaving
nothing undone that would demonstrate to man
the truthfulness of his words. He stated that man
would not die, that is, would not cease to exist as an
intelligent, conscious being, capable of voluntary ac-
tion, In order for him to demonstrate to man that
he had told the truth, it would be necessary for him
to produce tangible evidence of the same, and how
better could he do it than by some kind of a mani-
festation that would have the appearance of the re-
turn to this earth of deceased individuals? For,
certainly, if a living person can be made to believe
that he is holding intelligent intercourse with his
friend whom he has seen die to all intents and pur-
poses, he will become a willing convert to the
claims made by Satan that there is no death. Hence
the conclusion ig a natural one that if it be in-the
power of Satan to produce such manifestations, they
will be, witnessed. And what do we find ?-—Judg-
ing by the frequent refevences to witehes (Hx. 22:
18; Lev. 19:31; 20:27; Deut. 18:19-12), we
must conclude that such manifestations prevailed in "
very ancient times. In 1 Sam. 28:6-10 we have
a specific account of a manifestation that was claimed
to be the return of the spirit of a deceased individual,
in an intelligent, conscious form, and the record is
made in such a commonplace manner as to indicate that
those manifestations were quite general.” From that
day to this there have been people who have elaimed to
have communication with the spirits of deccased in- -
dividuals, and in many cases the evidences of the
correctness of their claims are remarkably convine-
ing; and thus Satan has becn able to perpetuate
and establish the lie he told to Eve nearly six thou-
sand years ago. It is marvelous beyond comprehen-
sion to consider how remarkably successful he has
been in making the human race believe his lie.
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Doctrinal Jrticles.

et
* Speak thou the things which become sound doctrine,” Titus 2:1.

THE NATURE OF THE SECOND COMING
OF CHRIST.

BY U. SMITH.

‘Wz spoke in No. 8 of the importance of the theme
of the second coming of Christ, and the necessity of
that event. We now come to the question of its
nature. Is it to be literal? Will the Lord really
return to this world in person ? * Or is the language

" which in so many different ways predicts the coming

of the Lord, to be-taken in a figurative or mystioal
sense, meaning death, conversion, gpiritual manifes-
tations, calamity and overthrow, either national or
individual ?

The next appearing of Christ is to be his second
appearing. So Paul explicitly states it : “ Unto them
that ook for him shall he appear the second time
without sin unto salvation.” Heb. 9:28.

Now we say that to make death the second coming
of Clirist, destroys this language of the apostle; for
then we have as many second comings of Christ as
there are deaths in the land. If it be said that the
death of an individual is not thé second coming of
Christ in a general sense, but only to that individual,
then we inquire, What was the first coming of Christ
to that individual ? If it is to individual experience
that these predictions of the second coming of Christ
refer, it must be also in individual experience that
the first coming occurs; for these two comings are
related to each other; and a second implics phat a
first has taken place. Now if death is to any individ-
ual the second coming of Christ, it is incumbent on
those who take tliis view to tell us what constituted
to that individual the first coming of Christ. Will
they do it ?  No doubt they would willingly, if the
could ; but can they ? .

The same remarks apply to conversion,

The second coming of Christ was not the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem ; for predictions written after that
event prophesicd of it as an event yet future. Rev.
1:7; 3:11; 6:16,17; 14:14, ete.

To bring out in vivid light the absurdity of all
theories which spiritualize the second coming of
Christ, we have only to vicw themn against the back-
ground of some of the plain declarations of the Seript-
ures concerning this event.

The first passage to which we call .attention is one
which the Christian reads with ever fresh delight.
It is one which electrifies with joy every heart in
which the love of Christ is found. It was spoken
under circumstances which cannot fail to give 2 correct
and vivid idea of the nature and manner of the return
of our blessed Saviour; and it contains an enuncia-
tion of the truth so clear and forcible that it cannot
well be evaded or ignored. We refer to the testimony
of the angels to the men of Galilee, as they stood
gazing up into heaven to catch the last view of their
ascending Lord.  When Jesus had finished the work
which he had personally to accomplish on the earth,
he led his -disciples out as far as Bethany, bestowed
upon them his parting blessing, and was taken up
into heaven. And while in mute astonishment they

- gazed steadfastly up toward the cloud which had re-

ceived him out of their sight, two men in white
apparel stood by, bearing to them the very promise
best caloulated to comfort them in that sad hour of
separation, and one which has been of equal comfort
to the saints of every following age who have mourned
the long-continued absence of the Lord. ,

Hear what the angel said:“Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? this same Jesus

“which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come

IN LIKE MANNER as ye have seen him go into
heaven.” .

Cheering words! Worthy to be inseribed in letters
of gold! worthy to be worn as frontlets between the
eyes, and engraven on every door-post, as no doubt
they are deeply enshrined in every Christian heart.

Three points are made clear by this testimony : —

1. That the Lord will surely come again : he
“ghall come.”

" 2. That this coming is to be in the person of Jesus
himself: “ this same Jesus.” »

3. That his, coming is to be visible, in the clouds of
heaven. Otherwise it would not be as they had seen
him go into heaven. ‘

Personally, bodily, visibly, he ascended. It was
a literal transaction, seen with their natural eyes,
accomplished in the light of day. They beheld him
till aliteral clowd hid him from their view. In like

manner will he'come again.  Literally the clouds will
reveal him. All eyes shall see him. Even those
which would gladly be buried forever from his pres-
ence beneath earth’s massive mountaing, will be com-
pelled to look upon his majesty and glory. Blesged
are those eyes which shall be prepared to behold in
the Coming One a Friend and Saviour, and shallh ail
him with the joy that shall be born of the eertain
knowledge that their salvation is at last accomplished.

et P

ATTITUDE OF THE REFORMERS TOWARD
SUNDAY.

BY GEO. I. BUTLER.

Tug design of this treatise is principally to give a
brief, connected view of the change of the Sabbath,
and-not to say all that can be said on the subject,
or even present many things which would be of in-
terest to an inquiring mind concerning the Sabbath
question. And though the position the reformers
took in relation to the first day of the week is not
directly connected with the main object of these ar-
ticles, we cannot forego a brief* chapter on this sub-
ject. Our investigation' of the rise of Sunday to
prominence as a sacred day in the church, has thus
far been wholly connected with the apostasy, which fi-
nally fully developed into the papacy. The rise of
Sunday kept even pace with the work of corruption
in the church, so that the highest point of Romish
apostasy was contemporary with the highest degree of
Sunday sacredness. The inquiring reader will be
anxious to know what ground the great reformers
took relative to this institution. We will answer but
briefly, as our space is limited. We will, however,
refer him to Andrews’s ¢ History of the Sabbath,”
published by the Review and Herald, Battle Creek,
Mich., which gives full particulars.

The great Reformation of the sixteenth century
arose in the bosom of the Catholic Chureh itself.
Many of the reformers were priests of that church
before the Reformation commenced. All of them
had been trained up in its communion, and were ac-
customed to observe its festivals, and had, at first,
full respect for its authority. They were, in short,
good Catholics when they began the work of reform.
* From their earliest infancy they had reverenced the
institutions of the church, and at first never dreamed
of leaving the church or of rebelling against the pope.
“They doubtless would have remained in the bosom of
the church had they not been so pressed by their
enemies, till, driven to the 'wall, they had to take
their stand. . . :

Under such circumstances it could not be expected
that these men in that age of reverence for the hoar
past would be able to see all the errors into whioﬁ
the chutch had drifted, or come back at once to the
complete purity of apostolic religion. These men
were deserving of high honor for the great advance
“out of darkness which they did make, and God greatly
blessed their labors. But reformation since their
time has still continued, and doubtless will till the
close of time. No men of any one generation are en-
titled to all the eredit for the {;lesscd light of our age.
It has been gradually dawning. .

Mosheim well'says : ¢ The vindicators of religious
-liberty do not discover all truth in an jinstant, but,
like persons emerging from long darkness, their vision
improves gradually.” Dean Stanley says, “Each
age of the church has, as it were, turned over a new
leaf in the Bible, and found a response to its own
wants.”

The Protestants of the present day would not ac-
tept all that the early reformers believed. It is well
known that Martin Luther and many others held fast
to the doctrihe of transubstantiation, that is, that the
actual flesh and blood of Christ were in the conse-
crated bread and wine of the Lord’s supper, after the
priest had blessed it. Many things were held and tol-
erated which we would not now think consistent., It
causes no surprise, therefore, that most of the reform-
ers did not see ail the truth of God's word concerning
the ancient Sabbath. After a thousand years of
such gross darkness, while tradition was generally
reckoned to be of supreme authority, this would have
been too much to expect.

But what was the position taken by them concern-
ing Sunday sacredness? Did they regard it as the
day which Christ had set apart as the Christian Sab-*
bath? Did they consider there was any scriptural
authority for it? that it was sin to do ordinary work
upon it? or that there was any command - of God
t,ll:at it should be kept holy? Or did they consider
it mevely a festival day, like Christmas, Good Friday.
or other days appointed by the church? We quote,

as follows : —

N

“In the Augsburg Confession, which was ‘drawn
up by Melancthon [and approved by Luther], to the
question ‘ What ought we to think of the Lord’s
day?’ it is answered that the Lord’s day, Easter,
Whitsuntide, and other such holy days ought to be
kept, because they are appointed by the church, that
all things may be done in order; but that the obsery-
ance of them is not to be thought necessary to sal-

vation, nor the violation of them, if it be done with-

out offense to others, to be regarded as a sin.”— Cox’s -
1

Sabbath Laws, p. 281,

The Confession of the Swiss churches says on this
point : “The gbservance of the Lord’s day is founded
not on any commandment of God, but on the author-
ity of the church; and the church may alter the
day at pleasure.”—Idem. .

Tyndale, the great Bnglish reformer, said: “ As
for the Sabbath, we be lords over the Sabbath, and
may yet change it into Monday, or into any other
day as we see need, or may make every tenth day
holy day only if we see cause why 1 "— Tyndale's An-
swer to More, book 1, chap, 25.

Zwingle, the great Swiss reformer, says: * For
we are no way bound to time, but time ought so to
serve us, that it is lawful, and permitted to each
church, when necessity urges (as is usual to be done
in harvest time), to transfor the solemnity and rest
of the Lord’s day, or Sabbath, to some other day.’
—Hessey, p. 352.

John Calvin said respecting the Sunday festival :
“ However, the ancients have not without sufficient
reason substituted what we call the Lord’s day in the
room of the Sabbath. . . . Yet I do not lay so much
stress on the septenary number that I would oblige
the church to an invariable adherence to it; nor will
I condemn those churches which have other solemn
days for their assemblies, provided they keep at a
distance from superstition,”— Calvin’s Institutes of
the Christian Religion, book 2, chap. 8, sec. 34,
translated by John Allen.

These words from Calvin, the founder of the Pres-
byterian Church, the strictest observers of Sunday
perhaps of any denomination, may surprise many.
But we shall find that their views of Sunday strict-
ness were of later origin. Certainly Calvin did not
share in them; for it seems he was not particularly
strict as a Sunday-keeper himself. Dr. Hessey says,
“Knox was an intimate friend of Calvin—rvisited
Calvin, and, it is said, on one occasion found him en-
joying the recreation of bowls on Sunday.”— Hessey’s
Bampton Lectures on Sunday, p. 201, ed. 1866.

Calvin had Servetus arrested on Sunday. John
Barclay, a learned man of Scotoh descent whose early
life was spent near Geneva, published the statement
that Calvin and his friends at Geneva * debated
whether the reformed, for the purpose of estranging
themselves more completely from the Romish Chureh,
should not adopt Thursday as the Christian Sabbath.”
One reason assigned by Calvin being, ¢ That it would
be a proper instance of Christian liberty.”

These statements have been credited by many
learned Protestants, and we are not aware that they
have ever been digproved. Knox was not such a
believer in the sacredness of Sunday as Presbyterians
are now. Thus we see the leading reformers were
not_believers in Sunday sacredness as many of our
modern Protestants are. They considered it a church
fostival, and not as receiving its authority from thé
fourth commandment, '

o

WHERE DID MOSES GET THAT LAW?

AN infidel, wishing to examine into the truth of
the Christian religion, inquired of an elder of the
Presbyterian Church as follows: “ What books, sir,
would you advise me to read?” “The Bible,” said
the elder. I believe you do not understand «me,”
resumed the unbeliever, surprised in his turn; “I
wish to investigate the fruth of the Bible.”- “I

i

would advise you, sir,” repeated the elder, “te read -

the Bible ; and,” he continued, “I will give you my
reasons, Most infidels are very ignorant of the
Scriptures. Now, ‘to reason on any subject with
correctness, we must understand that about which
we reason. In the next place, I consider the inter-

nal evidence of the truth of ithe Scriptures stronger

than the external.” ¢ And where shall I begin ?” int
quired the unbeliever; “at the New Testament?”
“No,"” said the elder, “ at the beginning—at Genesis.”

One evening the elder called and found the unbe-
liever at his house or office, walking the room with

" a dejected look, his mind apparently absorbed in

thought. He continued, not noticing that any one
had come in, busily to trace and retrace his steps.
The elder at length spoke: “You seem, sir,” said

1
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- ing?”

asked the elder.
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he, “to be in a brown study ; of what are you think-
“T have been readirig,” replied the infidel,
“ Well, what do you think of it ?”
“T will tell you what I used to
think,” answered the infidel. “I supposed that
Moses was the leader of a horde of banditti; that,
having a strong mind, he acquired great influence

¢ the moral law.”

" over a superstitious people; and that on Mount Si-
_nai" he played off some sort of fire-works, to the

" amazement of his ignorant followers, who imagined,

in their mingled fear and superstition, that the exhi-
bition was supernatural.” ¢ But what do you think
now ?” interposed the elder. “Ihave been looking,”
said the infidel, “into the nature of that law. I
have been trying to sece whether I could add any-
thing to it, or take anything from it, 80 as to make
it better. Sir, I cannot. It is pesfect.”

“J'he first commandment,” eontinued he, * dirccts
us to make the Creator the object of our supreme
love and reverence. That is right. If he be our
Creator, Preserver, and supreme Benefactor, we ought
to treat him, and none other, as such, The second
forbids idolatry. That certainly is right. The third
forbids profaneness. The fourth fixes a time for relig-
ious worship, If there is a God, he ought surely to
be worshiped. It is suitable that there should be an

_outward homage, significant of our inward regard.

' If God be worshiped, it is proper that some time be

set apart for that purpose, when all may worship him
harmoniously and without interruption. One day in
seven is certainly not too muech, and I do not know
that it is too little, The fifth defines the peculiar du-
ties arising from the faimily relations. Injuries to our
neighbor are then classified by the moral law. They
are divided into offenses against life, chastity, prop-
erty, and character; and,” said he, applying a legal
idea with legal acutencss, “ I notice that the greatest
offense in cach class is expressly forbidden. Thus,
the greatest injury to life is murder; to chastity, adul-
tery; to property, theft ; to character, perjury. Now
the greatest offense must include the less of the same
kind. Muyrder must include every injury to life;
adultery, every injury to purity ; and so of the rest.
And the moral code is closed and perfected by a com-
mand forbidding every improper desire in regard to
our neighbor.” . .

“T have been pondering,” he proceeded, ¢ where

_ did Moges get that law? I have read history; the

Bgyptians and the adjacent nations were idolaters ;
8o were the Greeks and Romans ; and the wisest and
best Greeks and Romans never gave a ¢ode of morals
like this, Where did Moses get this law, which sur-
passes the wisdom and philosophy of the most en-
lightened ages ?  He lived at a period comparatively
barbarous ; but he has given a law in which the learn-
ing and sagacity of all subsequent time can detect no
flaw. Where did he get it? He could not have
goared so far above his age as to have devised it him-
self. I am satisfied where he obtained it, It came
down from Heaven. I an convineed of the truth of
the religion of the Bible.”

1
¢« Thy law is perfect, Lord of light; . .
Thy testimonies sure;
The statutes of thy realm are right;
And thy eommandments pure.

1 ¢ Beyond the wéalth of golden mines,
Thy precepts nre my joy;
The way where thy commandment shines
Shall all my cares employ.

¢ Let these, O God, my soul eonvert,
And make thy servant wise ;
Let thege be gladness to my heart,
The dayspring to mine eyes.”

e P

Gon’s commandments are very broad, covering,
as they do, the whole duty of man. So very broad
and so very important are they that the Saviour

“himself says of them, “If thou wilt enter into life,

keep the commandments.” The commandments of

"the Lord are not only broad, and to be kept, but the

. psalmist adds: “AZ his commandments are sure;

they stand fast forever and ever.” And if they all
stand fast forever and ever, must not the fourth one
also stand?  Who will venture to say and tcach that
it does not? We read in Revelation, ¢ Blessed are
they that do his commandments, that they may
have right to the trce of life.” The Saviour,
speaking of the commandments, says: * Whosoever
therefore, shall break one of these least command-
ments, and shall teach men go, he shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven ; but whosoever shall
do and teach them, the same shall be called great in
the kingdom of heaven.” Matt. 6:19. Hence our
admission into the eternal city depends on gur observ-
ance of God’s law., :

]

Ghe Thristian Zife,

“If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he Is none of his,”

WE'LL TRUST IN THEE. N

WieN the joys of youth are o'er,
Faded, to return no more;

When our path is darker grown,
And our hearts ere sad and lone;
When no kindred smile we sce,
Father, then we’ll trust in thee.

When the storm-eloud darker grows,
And the Inrid lightning glows;
When no earthly voice we hear

In the midnight tempest drear,

And no look of love we see,

Father, then we’ll trust in thee.

When our locks are thin and white,
And fading eyes foretell the night;
When our brow is furrowed o'er,
And we near the parting shore;
When the vale of death we see,
Father, then we'll trust in thee,

—Selected.
—_—————

TAKE THE BACK TRACK.

Ir one gets bewildered in a forest, there is one safc
way out, provided he can sce the tracks by which lLe
came. If he takes the back track, it will conduct
him to the place whence he started.

If the Christian finds himself far away from the path
of peace, his only safe course is to remember his devia-
tions and retrace his steps. Some wrong steps have
been taken, divergent from the path of duty, or some
duty neglected, perhaps seemingly small; but the
effect has been a wide departure from the right way,
clouds and darkness have obscured the sun, and the
way is lost. There is but one way out of this dark-
ness, and that is to return by the way he came 1o the
very place where he left the straight path of duty. He
cannot by acircuitous course find the right path at an
advance from the place where he lefs it. He must go
back to the very spot, and thence proceed, however
rough that part of the way may seem to be. .

Let that brother or sister that is in darkness call to
mind the. place where the light was left. God has
given us light. But at some point the light was left,
and an easier way was chosen; but without the least
intention of departing wholly from the truth. .The
consequence of that false step has been darkness,
growing more and more dense ; and if this course is
pirsued, it will end in hopeless night,

Brother, sister, return to the light. Go back to
the very place where you first diverged from it.
Find the narrow path where you left it ; and light
and peace and joy will return, and the darkness of
which you complain will have passed away.

. R.F.C,

THE HEAVENLY HOME.

Rev. H. BoNag, D. D., sets forth the * great city,
the holy Jerusalem” (Rev. 21:10), the blessed and
eternal home of all who love Jesus, in the following
interesting way :—

1. It is a great city. “‘That great city,” said John,
gazingon it. Its circuit is vast— beyond Babylon or
Nineveh, Paris or London. That < mighty city,” says
Jobn, speaking of Babylon the great (Rev. 18:10),
but this is mightier far. There has been no city like
it. It is the city, the one city, the great metropolis of
the mighty universe, the mighty city of the mighty
God.

2. It is a well-built city  Its ‘‘builder and maker is
God.” Its foundations are eternal ; its walls are jas-
per ; its gates, pearls; its streets, paved with gold.
It is ““compactly built together,” lying four-square,
and perfect in all its parts, without a break, or flaw,
or weakness, or deformity. !

8. It is a well-lighted city. Something brighter than
sun or moon is given to fill its heaven. The glory of
God lightens it. The Lamb is its ““light,” or “lamp,”
go that it needs no candle, no sunlight. There is no
night there.

4, Tt is a well-walered city. A pure river of water of

ife flows through its streetis, proceeding from the
throne of God and the Lamb. What must its waters
be!l What must be the rivers of pleasure there! Who
in it can ever thirst ? Its inhabitants shall thirst no
more, ’

5. It is a well- provisioned city. The tree of life is
there, with its iwelve manner of fruits and its health-
giving leaves. It has more than Eden had; it is

aradise restored,— paradise and Jerusalem in one ;
gerusalem in paradise, and paradise in Jerusalem,

6. It is a well-guarded city. Not ouly has it gates
and walls and towers which no enemy can scale or
foree, but at the gates are twelve angels, keeping
perpetual watch,

7. Tt i8 & well-governed city. Its king is the Son of
God ; the King of Kings, Immanuel ; the King éter-
nal, whose scepter is righteousness; who loveth
righteousness, and hateth iniquity, No misrule is
there, no disorder, no lawlessness.

8. It is a well-peopled city. It has gathered within
its walls all generations of the redeemed. Its popu-
lation is as the sands or the stars,— the multitude .
that no man can number,— the millions of the risen -
and glorified.

9. Itis a koly city. Itsoriginis heavenly, and it is us
perfect as its builder. Nothing that defileth shall
enter — no spos, or speck, or shadow of evil. All is
perfection there, divine perfection, :
©10. It is a glorious city. The glory that fills it and
encircles it is the glory of God. All precious stones
are there; no marble or granite, such as we boast of
now. All about is gold, and pearls, and gems.
Everything resplendent is there.

11. It is a blessed city. It ig truly the joyous city.
It is the throne and seat of the Blessed One, and all
in it is like him. Its name is Jerusalem, the City of
Peace ; its king’s name is Solomon, the Prlnce of
Peace. There is no enemy there, no danger, no
sickness, no eurse, no death, no weeping, no pain, no
sorrow, no change forever.” They that dwell in it
*“ghall hunger no more, neither thirst any more”

| (Rev. 7:16, 17) ; for the ransomed of the Lord shall

return, and come to it with songs; and sorrow and

sighing shall fiee away. Isn. 85:10. Blessed city |

city of peace, and love, and song | fit accompaniment

of the new heavens; fit metropolis of the new earth,

wherein dwelleth righteousness! How eagerly should .
we look for it! How worthy of it should we live!

PEOPLE GET WHAT THEY GO FOR.

A rESPEOTED friend, who sat at the same table for
a time, on his return from church would always ex-
claim :—

“We did have such a splendid time ; and Mr.
was so grand !”

“Well, my dear, what wag his tex$?”

“Well really I thought I would recollect the text
anyhow. But we did have such a splendid time!
The house was erammed full; and whom do you
think I saw there ? Well, it was Miss ——, and oh,
you ought to have seen just how she was dressed !”

Then followed a minute description of this and that
style, etc. Again we remarked: *“Mr, —— usually
has a sermon full of excellent thoughts.”

“ Oh, he did lay it down to-day ! He was so grand.
I tell you he gave the New York Trumpel a sharp stab
that made them all laugh.” :

“Don’t you remember hig theme 2 we asked,

“Why, my dear, what did he preach about! Now, -
I know just as well—ha, ha, ha, how they all laughed

-when the organist touched one of the keys just as

M. was going to pronounce the benediction,”

Such persons always get what they go for. If one
goes to church to meet frieuds and associates, to have
a chat and a good timne, he gets it.  If oneisin doubt
whether to go or not, at one time concluding o go,
and the next minute thinking he will remain at home,
when he does go to church he will scarcely be able to
tell for what purposc he went, and if he gets anything,
he will be in doubt as to what it is.

“ I think I will not go to church to-day ; service is
rather dull,” says one.

“But after all some one may he there that I want to
se¢ ; besides, it doesn’t look right for one to stay at
home habitually. I may be sorry if I stay at home.”

Such persons are always sure of their reward, which
is leanness of soul, and unfruitfulness of spirlt. But
when one hungers after the Bread of Life, and his
famished soul thirsts for the waters of salvation, and
hLie enters the house of the Lord with fervent desires
ascending that God would visit his soul, and that the
peace which passeth all understanding may keep his
heart, then his soul will experience a refreshing from
on high, which will fit him for the duties of the week.
He will get what he goes for.

The Lord Jesus is always at church, inviting every
one in the most tender language to come unto him.,
Does the sorrowing Christian go seeking and search-
ing after consolation ? He finds it. Does the yearn-
ing soul go to church breathing the silent petition,
“Nearer, my God, to thee,” and longing for the cheer-
ing experiences of a ‘“higher life” ? He gets them.
Does the troubled sinner go to church to cavil, to spy,
to criticise ? His reward will be certain. The wiser-
able husks of the prodigal son will fret his disquieted
soul.—S. K, Todd.

Youne people should acquire the habit of speaking
and writing correctly, and should abandon as early as
possible any use of slang words or phrases. The -
longer they put this off, the movre difficult the acquire-
ment of correct langunge will be ; and if the golden
age of youth, the proper season for the acquisition of
correct language, be passed in its abuse, the unfortu-
nate vielim will most probably be doomed to take
slang for life. One has merely to use the language
he rends, instead of the slang he hears, to form a ~
taste in agrecement with the best speakers und poets
in the country.

He knoweth that if my sufferings glorify Tlis name,
and encourage others to stand fast for the houor of
Christ, my wages then are paid to the full.—S, Ruth-
erford. ‘
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WHAT WILL BECOME OF THEM ?

Tirs is a questlon asked by many persons with re-
gard to those Christians who have died in the observ-
ance of Sunday as the Sabbatb. They reason that if
Sunday is not the Sabbath, and never was, then all
who bave closed their probation believing it to be
such, were in error, and will be eternally lost. Those
who bring up this question say, “If any will be saved
who have died in the observance of Sunday, why may
not 127 _

With ‘many this is a very perplexing question ; but
we think it is subject to a fair and consistent solution.
Before proceeding to give that solution, however, let
us examine the system of reasoning by which the
foregoing conclusion is reached. Reflect for a mo-
ment on the result of laying it down as a rule that all
will be lost who, at the time of their death, entertain
and practice erroncous religious faith. The adoption
of such a rule makes it necessary that in order for one
to die in the triumphs of faith, with the full assurance
that his title is perfect to mansions in heaven, he must
be at that time completely and correctly informed
with regard to the teachings of the Bible, and his
practice must be in harmony therewith. He must
needs have a complete comprehension of the will and
mind of God concerning him, and be perfectly con-
formed thereto. 'This is probably a more rigid rule
than any person would advocate. What, then, must
be adopted as the governing principle in this matter ?
Is it not this : That God will hold human beings re-
sponsible only for the light that comes to them ?
This does not excuse willing ignorance, for none will
dispute that we are all responsible for the use we
malke of opportunities- that we have in this life. If
one fails to properly use his opportunities for obtain-
ing a knowledge of God’s revealed will, it cannot be
maintained that he will be excused for not knowing
what God requires of him.

With the foregoing as underlying principles, it may
be affirmed that those Christians who have died in
the firm belief that Sunday was the Sabbath, and
whose lives corresponded to that belief, and who con-
gcientiously Hived up to the best light they had in all
Christian duties and privileges, have had the true
principle of obedience implanted in their hearts.
They kept the first day of the week. and possibly en-
tertained errors on other points, because for the time
being they labored under a misappreltension of what
the law requires. In keeping that day they honestly
supposed they were rendering obedience to the fourth
commandment of the decalogue. The same principle
must hold good in the case of those who have not ob-
served any day of the week as the Sabbath, for the
reason that they bonestly supposed that God's law re-
quired nothing of the kind at their hands. Had those
persons become convinced that the fourth command-
ment required the observance of the seventh day,
whether they were keeping the first day or no day,
would they not have immediately changed their prac-
tice accordingly ?—Most assuredly they would, other-
wise they would have demonstrated the inconsistency
of their claim to being sincere, consclentious Chris-
tians, and hence would not come under the head of
our former statement. For one to reject a plainly re-
vealed Christian obligation, because, forsooth, the
same will require a change in his own previously
formed faith and practice, demonstrates that the prin-
ciple of obedience is not deeply implanted in his heart,
and that he is not in full covenant relation with God.

Therefore, leaving those honest, obedient, God-
fearing persons before mentioned with the Lord, who
will deal with all in accordance with the light they
have enjoyed and the sincerity with which they have
followed it, it becomes us all to look rather for the
teuth of our time, aud to our own circumstances and
obligations. Paul speaks of tlmes of ignorance which
God winked at, and other times of greater light, when
he commanded all men everywhere to repent. Cov-
ering after covering, which the great apostasy has
thiown ovexj the law of God and other portions of his

truth, has been removed and men are accountable to
God for the increasing light.

Martin Luther and many others of the reformers
were men who feared and worshiped God sincerely

[ and conscientiously, and were true Christians, ag all

Protestants must certainly allow’; and yet they enter-
tained errors in some particulars, as must also be al-
lowed. They were only slighbtly removed from the
darkness of Catholicism, and still clung to many dog-
mas not taught by the Bible or sanctioned by it.
‘What shall be said of them ? None will claim for &
moment that they will be lost, and yet tbe most liberal
professor of Christianity of to-day in the Protestunt
Church will ot adinit that it will do for him to teach
and practice many doctrines that Martin Luther held
up to the time of his death. Manifestly the principle
must hold good that God will hold men responsible,
in all ages and climes, for the light they enjoy and
the sincerity with which they follow that light. This
being the case, there is no occasion to be troubled as
to the fate of those who have closed their probation
in the possession and practice of errors, If the true
principle of obedience was implanted in their hearts,
and they were conforming their lives strictly thereto,
they are safe; otherwise they would not have been
truly obedient to morc light from the word of God.

A person may heretofore have honestly kept the
first day of the week for the Sabbath ; or he may have
just as honestly observed no day as the Sabbath ; but
when the clear light of God’s Sabbath truth is brought
before him, he cannot reject or refuse it with impu-
nity any more than he can reject light with regard to
any other command of God.

We think that all will admit that none have a right
to take the life or example of any human being as a
standard. The word or God is the standard for all
generations, and all will be held responsible according
to the light that shone upon them from that word.
The questions of importance for each to ask, are,
‘What does the Bible teach me in regard to my individ-
ual duty and responsibility 7 . What interpretation of
tbe Scriptures does my reason and judgment show me
to be correct? What must I do to be saved? Con-
sider these questions in the light of an impending
Judgment, when every man’s case will come up for
examination, and a decision be rendered accordln«r to
the dceds done in the body.

—— P

“THIS GENERATION.”

MANY of the prophecles of Scripture are gnven as
if the writer or speaker saw the things of which he
speaks already done, or as if he were present, as an
eye-witness, beholding the fulfiliment. Hence events
which were to transpire many centuries after the pre-
diclions were written, are spoken of in the perfect
tense, as already accomplished, or in the present, as
actually transpiring before the eyes of the prophet.
As an illustration of this, we give the following, from
Isaiah the prophet, written about seven hundred years
before its fulfiliment, in the rejection of Christ, and
his death on the cross :—

“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief :-and we hid as it
were out faces from him; he was despised, and we
esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows.” ‘He was oppressed, and
e was affilcted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is
brought as & lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his
month. He is taken from prison and from judgment :
and who shall declare his generation ? for he was cut
off out of the land of the living; for the transgression
of my people was he stricken.” Isa. 53:8, 4, 7, 8.

In this cbapter the present, perfect, indefinite, past,
and future tenses are all-uged in describing the events
of the rejection and suffering of Christ, then centuries
in the future. And instances of this kind might be

cited to almost any extent. The prophets seemed to

.be carried by the Spirit into tbe future, and, taking

their stand there, described events of the far future as
really present.

Apply this principle to the predictions of the Sav-
iour giving the signs of his second comlng, and all is
easy to be understood. After saying that the sun
shall be darkened, etc., followed by tbe assertion,
“ And they shall see the Son of man coming in the
clouds of heaven,” he says, “ Now learn a parable of
the fig-tree : when his branch is yet tender, and put-
teth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh : so
likewise ye, when ye sball see all these thiugs, know
that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto
you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things
be fulfllled.” See Matt. 24 : 80-84.

The term *‘generation” simply signifies the people

living upon the earth at one time. It cannot be de-
fined as any definite number of years. The active,
responsible inhabitants of the eartb, at the time al-
luded to, are not all of them to die, and thus pass
from the stage of action, until the promised -event
transpires. The demonstrative adjective ‘‘tbls” re-
stricts it to a particular generation—those living upon
the eartlr at the particular time specified. Where do
the words apply 2—At a time when the predicted
signs have appeared. “When ye shall.see all thesd
tbings, . . . tbis generation shall.not pass.” This is
tbe only reasonable view of the passage.

But it is thought that the. generation spoken of
must be that one living at the time the prediction was
uttered, But the signs were not fulfilied during the
lifetime of that generation. To solve this difficulty
several inventions have been introduced. Some say
the generation means the Jews as a pcople ; olhers,
that it is the generation of the Christians; and they
find there are both Jews and Christians to ‘the pres-
ent day. But-what kind of sign of the neayness of
the second advent is the fact that there have been
Jews and Christians on the earth for 1800 years 2 For
aught there is in such a sign, it might be 1800, or
18,000 years more to the advent.

We are living at a time when the predictcd signs in
the sun, moon, and stars are historic facts.
which is most reasonable : to suppose that Jesus came’
down to the generation that should witness the signs,

Now

when he says, *“this geheration” ? or that we should -

8o back to that generation living when the prediction
was given, and which passed away before even one
of the predicted signs was fulfiled ?

But it is claimed that all must have taken place
then, because the Saviour said, ‘“When ye shall see
these things.” But Isaiah says in the chapter from
which we have quoted, “When we shall see him
[Christ], there is no beauty that we should desire
him;” and ¢ We hid as it were our faces from him.”
Was the prophet to live to see Cbrist ?—No ; he died
without the sight.
that were living at the time of the first advent and
did see him. Again, the apostle Paul says, ¢ We that
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord.”
Was the apostle to live to the second advent #—No.
Who, then, were meant by ‘‘“we” ?—Those who shall
be alive at that time. So the ‘‘ye” to whom._the lan-'

Who were the ‘‘we,” then ?—Those .

guage of the Saviour applies, are the people of the '

last generation, this generation, the genemtion to
whom the fulfillnent of the predicted signs is a mat-!
ter of fact.

The advent messages of our day have proclaimed to
the world the fulfithnent of these signs. This genera
tion have seen and heard; and this generation will
not all pass from the stage of action; but some of
them will “see the Son of man coming in the clouds
rof heaven with power and great glory.” R. F. C.

Eapmmee e £ ¥

THE SATANIC ORIGIN OF SPIRITUALISM.

THE most common objection urged against our
view that Spiritualism is a last-day sign, a fulﬂllmentf
of many striking predictions of the Bible concerning’
a miracle-working power which should arise just be-
fore Christ comes, is the fact that so many frauds an
deceptions are found in conneetion with its manifeb-
tations. Bven Spiritualists do not deny that such is
the case. And so far has this had infiuence, that great
numbers of intelligent people pass the whole thing
over into the realm of fraud ; and they really believe
that jugglery, electricity, deception, and mind-reading
can account for all the wonders of Spiritualism..
Doubtless hosts of these, could they be really made
to betieve that there is anything in it more than nat-
ural, and that it is really miraculous, would fully ac-
ceptits conclusions that it is the manifestations of the

-gpirits of the dead. Hence such stand on dangerous
ground, if, as we believe, prrltnahsm is of satanic
origin.

God will not permit this'great delusion to manifest’
its utmost power till all have a chance to see its true(
character. Should it at once do what the Blble says
it will do before the end,—bring down fire ““from
heaven on the earth in the sight of men” (Rev. 13
18),—and thus be able to imitate those mighty works
recorded in Scripture which were done by Elijah, and.
other miracles of a similar charaeter, thousands of
honest people would be swept into its ranks and
would believe its teachings. But God does not per-,
mit this to come at once. He permlts it to manifest
itself sufficiently to attract much attention, and leaves

it to show its lawless, blasphemous, godless character, -
and to show that its leading teachers and mediums'
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are not above fraud and deception of the most
wretched kind, and that *‘lying spirits” constitute
thie sources of this ¢ new revelation.” Hence we read
constantly in the papers of the glaring frauds being
perpetrated by them, nntil they are becoming the
Iaughing-stock of many intelligent people ; and many
donbt there being anything really miracnions about
them,

, But such forget that we are now in the transition
stage of this great delusion, where God is permitting
its true nature to become apparent, Instead of
doubting the miraculous nature of some of these
manifestations, this fact shonld teach us the appalling
effect this terrible delusion has npon the morals of
those who have to do withi it, and hence we should
learn of the real source from whence it comes, viz.,
the father of lies. Those who have no faith in spirit-
ual manifestations simply becanse they fancy they are
not veal, will most likely have evidences cnough to
make them confirined believers before the end comes

while those whe reject them becanse their fruits are |

corrupt and their doctrines abominable, will not be in
such danger when 8atan shall deceive the world ‘‘ by
the means of those miracles which he had power to
do.” Here Is an important consideration,

The Bible plainly teaches that when God's people

! #hall be waiting and looking for the Lord, there will

be those who shall be seeking unto *“familiar spirits”
and ‘“to the-dead” for knowledge. It says that such
have “no light in them,” and that they ‘“shall be
.driven to darkness.” Isa. 8: 19-23. It teaches that
before Christ comes, Satan will work ** with all power
and signs and lying wonders,”” and that strong delu-
sion will cause many to ‘ believe a lie” and ‘‘be
damned ” at last. 2 Thess, 12:9-12. It declaves that
during the perils of the ““last days,” amid the great
dearth of true piety, * men of corr uptmmds” ghall resist
the truth of God in the very manuer that “ Jannes and
Jambres,” the two magicians, ““ withstood Moses” when
he would lead Israel out of Egypt,—which must imply
miracnlous power on their part. 2 Tim, 8: 1-9, It
states that after the great persecutions of the pa-
pecy are in the past, and just bhefore Christ comes,
“false christs and false prophets” will arise and
“ghow great signs and wonders,” and ‘“if possible”
will “deceive the very elect.” And it shows they will
teach falschood concerning the manner of Cbrist's
coming, saying that it will take place in some secret
way, instead of bemg plainly visible to all. Matt.
24: 22-27.

It shows also that the very aoency which will gather
the armies of the world to the “ battle of that great
day of God Almighty” will be_the “gpirits of devils
working miracles,” which will « go forth to the kings
of the earth and of the whole world,” jnst before
Christ comes as a thief. Rev. 16:14. This clearly

ghows that the great mass of the human family in the’

last days will be deceived by this miracle-working
power, and that there is in store for them manifesto-
tions of far greater power than any which have been

yet seen, or that bave ever occurred in the world’s

history, by means of ‘*lying spirits ” which work mir-
acles to deceive. And is it not startling to consider
the progress already made by this delusion? Al over
fhe world these manifestations are witnessed,—in

- kings’ courts, in the highest circles, among the great,
the rich, and the educated ; among scientists, schol-
ars, poets,' and statosmen.  Such extracts as the fol-
lowing from the public prints of a few years ago
should arouse attention :—

“What is called Spmtnahsm seems to be far more
rampunt in Burope than it is here, In London and
the leading cities of Great Britain, spiritnal seances
are said to be an entertainment as common as kettle-
drums and dinner parties. . . . They are very fash-
lonable, and everybody who is anybody nttends them.
.'. . BSlade, whose tricks were exposed here, has re-
* ceived magnificent presents of watches, jewelry, and
dlamonds in Berlin. His seances have been attended
in (fermany and Russia by the highest nobility, In
the capital of the former ompire he exhibited to the
chief police; and the court conjurer, who narrowly
‘watched the proceedings, made oath that the phe-
nomena-were not tricks, The imperial family
of Russia and Germany, Bismarck, President MacMa-

4 ){mn, of Francé, Gambetta, Gladstone, Disraeli, Brown-

ng, Carlyle, Tennyson, and all other renowned per-
sonages are reported to be Spiritualist.”—New York
Times.

“The czar consnlts t]le gpirit world, and an intelli-
‘gence pnrpotting to be Peter the Great directs the pres-
ent conrse of Russia. Thls' important, if true, informa-
tlon ls presented to the world by the Spiritualist ed-
itor of the Boston Herald. Itisundoubtedly true that
the czar and many ‘of the principat personages, in 8t.
Petersbuig have.taken extraordinary interest in Spirit-
nallsin. "—Spm’ngﬁeld Repuublican,

“It wonld amaze you to learn to what extent it hag
become the fashion in famijlies in every class of so-
ciety to hold investigating seances in London, . . .
So fashionable and interesting, and so generally estab-
lished are these [scance] evenings, by being intro-
dnced by noble families and followed rapidly - by oth-
ers who have the luxury of a well-established home,
that it is considered a privilege and a great personal

“compliment to be invited.”— Chicago Times.

Extracts of this sort might be produced to almost
any extent. We cannot, of course, believe all that
Spiritualists claim concerning their progress. But
such facts as these from the leading newspapers of
onr conntry, the great molders of public opinion, show
what remarkable progress this delusion, thislying de-
ceptive work, is making among the rich and great of
the earth. 'When such facts exist as those connected
with thesettlementof the will of Cornelius Vanderbilt,
the late great millionaire and reilroad king of New
York, we mnst admit that Spiritualism is getting a deep
hold on the public mind. It was shown in the court
that for years this sagacious financier constantly kept
mediums under his employ to consult in all-his spec-
ulations. The same was trne of Mr, Ward, the mill-
ionaire of Detroit, Mich. 'We cannot in the space of
this article argue the gnestion at length whether or
no the manifestations of Splritualism ave tricks of jug-
glery. If so, there was never scen snch snccessful
jngglery before. 8leight of hand has sometimes taken
in the ignorant classes to a limited degree, and amnsed
more intelligent people ; but never before was it sup-
posed to gather its dupes from the keenest, most sa-
gacions and intelligent people, from the statesmen,
jndges of conrts, scientists, skeptics, rnlers of the
people, shrewd flnanciers, and men of the world who
are adepts in profiting from the gullibility of others.

Q. I B.

o P

PROPHECY AND THE SUNDAY MOVEMENT.

W= have recently noticed the special efforts at the
enforcement of Sunday laws, now being made si-
mnltaneously in different places all over the conutry ;
and not only in our own country but also in En-
gland and France. We have at different times
lately called attention to the tendency in this direc-
tion, in both Turope and America. The tendency
has now become a fact. The enforcement of Sunday
laws, and the prosecutions for Sunday work, becom-
ing so general, and being engaged in by so. many
diﬁexent clagses from the highest to the lowest,—
from preachers to ssloon-keepers, from ‘religionists
to Socialists,—are forcing the attention of all to the
truth that this is fast becoming the leading qnestion
not only in this nation but in the world. Tie papers,
gecular as well ag religious, bnt more especially the
religious, are discussing it.

It is especially remarkable liow evelythmg is bent
to the rccognltion of Sunday. The whole tide of
hnman events seems to be set in that direction, and
every element is going with the current. Even the
Jews, who, as a people, have stood for ages the most
bitter persccution for their religion’s sake, are in
this readily yielding, and, now willing to go with
the multitude to do evil, are deserting the truth of
God as to the Sabbath of the Lord, and are going
over to the Snnday. The New York Observer says
that ““it is proposed to form a World’s Day of Rest
League, and o convention of representative Jews is
advochted, which will endeavor to secure the transfer
of the Jewish Sabbath to the flrst day of the week.
It is urged that this uniformity would add greatly to
the influence of the principle of vesting one day in
seven.” Wae have no doubt that it will.

. We wish some,_ influcnce could be brought to bear
that would greatly revive the old-fashioned principle
_of obedicnce to God. God gave a commandment that
meu should rest on the Sabbath of the Lord. He
gave this commandment that there might be a uni-
formity. In the commandment he plainly declared
“that the seventh day is the Sabhath of the Lord thy
God,—not the *Jewish Sabbath,”—and that init—
the seventh day—man should not do any work. Yet
in spite of that commandment, the world sets about
to form a World’s Day of Rest League, to secnre the
world’s worldly observance of the flrst,day of the
week, and to get the Jews to transfer the Jewish Sab-
bath to the first day of the week. DBefore these men
of tbe world get their World’s Lesgue formed, and
have by it secured the world’s uniformity in the ob-
servance of the first day of the week, it wonid be well
for them to remember the word of God that says:
“Know ye not that the friendship of the world is en-
mity with God ?. whosoever therefore will be a friend
of the world is the enemy of God.”

It is one of the clearest possible proofs of the lack
of real godliness in-the professed church of Christ,
that it mistokes all this ready.favor of the world as
the manifest favor of God, while the word of God
declares that it is enmity with God. Thers conld be
no better evidence that Sunday is not of God than is
furnished in this, that Catholics, Spiritualists, Social-
ists, labor uniong, and all such, so heartily unite in
favor of it. - ‘For what fellowship hath riglteous-
negs with unrighteousness? and what commnnion
hath light with darkness ? and what concord hath
Ohrist with Belial ? or what part hath he that believ-
eth with an infidel? . . . Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord.” No interest that works for the advancement
of righteonsness can be promoted by the favor of
snch elements as are now swiftly rallying to the snp-
poit of the Sunday institution. This consideration
alone demonstrates the unrighteonsness of the Sun-
day cause.

And yet we are not in the least surprised tbat these
things are so. We are not surprised that even the
professed chnrch of Christ should stoop to an alli-
ance with tbe world to maintain by civil power the
influence which she deems her right, but which,
through her own worldliuess and lack of self-respect,
she has lost. We are not at all surprised that the
chnrch should endeavor to maintain by civil power
the position before the world which she has lost by
her own lack of the power of godliness. And that
she has so lost her position, no stronger proof is
needed than ig shown in her willingness and even
anxiety to ally herself with the world, that shie, re-
enforced by the non-religious elements of the world,
may wield the power of the world.

‘We say we are not surprised at any of these things,
for we have for years expected to see the very things
that are now seen thronghout the so-called Christian
world. For years we have not only expected to see an
alliance between the church and the world by which
the civil power wonld be wielded Dby the church in
her own behalf, but we have expected to see the
Snnday and its compulsory observance made the basis
of the alliance. For years we have expected to see
the Snnday, and the controversy concerning it, be-
come the leading question in this nation, We have
talked it and preached it, we have written it and
printed it, when as yet the most strennous advoeates
of the Snnday only acconnted it as among the very
least of the gqnestiong that pertained to Christianity.
Yet now these very men concede all that we have
taught, and they themselves claim that npon the pres-
ervation of Sunday hangs-the destiny of Christianity
in this nation ; and that if it is to be preserved, the
religions element must be re-enforced by the non-re-
ligious, and even the Socialistic.

For more than forty years, in public and in private,
by speech and by print, Seventh-day Adventists have
constantly taught that there would be the very con-
dition of things which now is, and is impending, and
this upon the authority of the word of God ; in fact,
from no other authority could such tcacbing have
been derived, when it was as confidently urged so
long before as it is now:; when as yet there was ap-
parently no probability bf its coming to pass; and
when even the supporters of Sunday themselves stead-
ily refnged to admit that there was any possibility, .

much less any probability, that it would come to

pass.

The word of God containg a solemn warning that
must be given to the world. It is the Third Angel's .
Message of Revelation 14.  That message says: “If
any man worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forchead, or in his hand, the same
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, whichis
poured out without mixture into the cup of his indig- .
nation ; and he shall be tormented with fire and brim-
stone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the
presence of the Lamb.” Verses 9, 10. In years
past it was known among Protestants that the beast
is the papacy, ‘“the man of sin,” ‘‘the mystery of
iniquity.” Nowadays Protestants are not so ready to
let it be known, yet it is the truth now as it ever has
been, '

The ““beast ” represents the papacy. The Sunday
is the one grand institution which the papacy sets
forth ag the sign of its anthority. It is by the estab-
lishinent of Sunday instead of the Sabbath of the
Lord that the papacy has thought to change the law
of God. In thus changing the law of God, the pa-
pacy has virtually dectared independence of the Most
High. In thus presuming to put away an institntion
—the Sabbath—which rests upon the authority of
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Jehovah, and putting in place of it an institution—
—the Sunday--which rests solely on its own author-
ity, the papacy has cxalted itsclf above God. In de-
manding the observance of the Sunday, which rests
upon its own autiiority, instead of the Sabbath, which
rests upon the authority of God, the papacy has
usurped the place of God. In thus demanding obe-
dience to its own authority instead of obedience to the
anthority of God, the papacy has usurped the obedi-
ence, and in that the worship, which is due to God.
The commandment {0 keep Sunday holy is the first
commandment of the Church of Rome. To keep
Sunday is to keep the commandment of Rome, for
there is o other commandment for it. :

But there is mentioned the image to the beast.
That which formed the beast of the prophecy was
the union of church and State—the union of Cathol-
icism and the State. An image to the beast must be
likewise a union of church and State, but in this case
a union of Protestantism and the State. This image
to the beast is to be formed by the union of Protest-
antism and the State in the United States. But it is
to enforce the worship of the beast and the receiving
of his mark. See Rev. 18:11-17. As the keeping
of Sunday is to keep the commandment of Rome and
to recognize her authority, so to compel people to
keep Sunday is to compel them to keep thé command-
ment and to recognize the ahthority of Rome. To
compel men to keep Sunday is exactly that for which
the Protestant churches in the Uuited States are now
grasping for civil power, and working up the Sunday
laws and their enforcement. It is to compel men to
obscrve Sunday that the Protestant churches in the
United States invoke the re:enforcement of the non-
religious and Socialistic elements of society.

But to compel men to kecp Sunday is to compel
themn to do homage to the papacy, and the papacy is
the beast. To compel men to keep Suuday is to com-
pel them to worship the beast. Therefore the Prot-
estant churches in the United States are at present
engaged in o movement to compel men to do what
the word of God, by the Third Angel's Message. sol-
emnly warps them not to do. The present move-
ment of Protestantism in behalf of the Sunday is in
the course of the fulfillment of Rev. 18:11-17; and
the Third Angel's Message (Rev. 14:9-12) is God’s
solemn warning to all men against it, and his call to
come out from among them and be separatc, and to

. ‘““keep the commandments of God and the faith of

Jesus.” It is for this cause thal all these years Sev-
enth-day Adventists have been preaching and pub-
lishing that there would be in the United States
exactly what now is here; and this is only the be-

ginning.
The fourth commandment of God says, “Remem-
ber the Sabbatlh-day to keep it holy. . . . The

seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it
thou shalt not do any work.”. The first command-
ment of the man of sin says, “Remember that thou
keep holy the Sunday.” Whose commandment are
you going to keep ? Whom will you worship ? The
Third Angel’s Message is now the one thing of the
‘greatest importance to the people of the United
States and of the whole world; for the enforced wor-
ghip of the beast is to be made universal,—3Signs of
the T'imes.

THE CHANGE OF THE SABBATH.

T Sabbath was instltuted and set apart at creation
(Gen. 2:2, 8); it was embosomed in God’s moral law of
ten wotds Bx. 20 :S-11), hedged in by immutable SL&
cepts. 'The law of the Sabbatly declares the seventh day
to be the Sabbath of the Lord, a memorial -of creation,
therefore binding on all who partake of the benefits of the
creation.

That law which enjoined the seventh-day Sabbath
was complete and perfeet. :

Proor: “ These words the Lord spake unto all your as-
sembiy in the mount, out of the midst of the fire, . . .
with & great voice, and he added no more. And he wrote
them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.”
Deut. 5:22, ‘“'The law of the Lord is perfect.” Ps.19:7,

It was to exlst forever.

Proor: “The woriks of hls hands are verlty and d1udg:-
ment; all his commandments are sure, They stand fast
forever and ever, and are done in truth and u})rlghtness.”
Ps. 11137, 8, « Goneerning th testimonles, I have known
of old that thou hast founded them forever.” Ps. 119 :152.
“ righteousness shall not be abolished.” Isa. 51 : 6,
" AH thy commandments are righteousness,” Ps, 119:172,
But the practice of the great majority of Christians is con-
trary to the law of God, with respect to the fourth com-
mandment. That precept enjoins the observance of the
seventh day gwrpetuau ; the majority of Christians ave
keeping the first day. 'I'he Biblical and natural day be-
gins and ends at sunset; but the ﬂxsbd?iy Sabbath begins
and ends at a most wnnatural time—midnight., Was this
change wrought by legitimate authority? Did Christ or
his apostles change the law? Let us consider the testi-
mony of grrophe , and the testimony of its fulfitlment,
thus establishing the truth by a twofold witness.

PREDICTIONS oF CHRIST'S RELATION TO THE LAw.

“Then said I, Lo, I come, lu the volunie of the book It
Is written of me, I (ielight to do tlk\(r) will, O my God; yea,
thy law is within my heart.” Ps. 40:7, 3,

*'The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness’ sake;

2; %vllll magnify the law and make it honorable.” Tua.

PrEDICTIONS FULFILLED BY CHRIST AND THE
APOSTLES,

“ If thou wilt_enter into life, kee'? the commandments,”
Matt. 19 : 17, Read also Matt. 6 : 17, 18, :

. “My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me.” John
4 :84.0 “I have kept my Father’s commandments.” John

15 : 10,

“ Whosoever shall break one of these least command-
ments, and shall teach men 8o, he shall be called the least
in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and
teach them? the same shall be called great in the kingdom
of heaven,” Matt, 5 : 19, . *Teaching them to observe all
%m&s whatsoever I have commanded youw.” Matt.

“For I say unto you, That except your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the scrlbes and Phari-
sees, ye shall i no wigeenter into the kingdom of heaven.”
*Ye have heard that it was said, Thou shait not commlt
adultery; but 1 say unto you, That every one that looketh
on a woman to lust after her, hath committed adultery
with her already in his hearf,” Matt, 5:20, 27, 28, Re-
vised Version. See also verses 21 to 28, where * Thou
shalt not kill ”’ is magnified.

Notg.—Thus our Savlour magnified the law by his teaching,
showing that it emhraced motives and intentions ; honore
it in faithfully observing it; and finally dled upon the
oross to show the world that the law of God was so holy that
adivine heing must die to release man from its claims,
The holiness, purity, integrity, and perpetuity of God's law
oan only be measured by the cross of Calvary; and Ged’s
wonderful leve in giving his Son to die can be properly ap-
preciated only by those who realize the justness, the holi-

ness, and the immutabllity of God’s law. Co

The apostles magnitied the law and taught its~perpetu-
ity, stating that we shall be judged thereby. .

Proor ; “Do we then make void the law through faith ?
God forbid; yea, we establish the law.” Rom. 8:3l1
‘' Whosoever hateth his brother {8 a murderer.” 1 John
8 :15, “For whosoever shaltl keep the whole law, and vet
offend in one (]Joint;, he is guilty of all. For he thatsaid, Do
not commit adultery, said also, Do not kiil. Now if thou
comunit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a
transgressor of the law. So speak ye and sodo, as they
that shali be %ld%ed by the law of 1 ertly.” James 2; 10-
12, Ses also Ecel. 12:718, 14 ; Rom. 2: 12,

PrEDICTIONS CONCERNING THE PAPACY AND
Gop’s Law.

The following scriptures have been held by all true
Protestants as referring to the papal power :—

* And he shall speak great words against the Most High,
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High: and he
shall think to change the ttmes and THE LAW ; and they
shall be giveu into his hand ungil a time and times and half
a time.””  Dan. 7 : 25, Revised Version. .

Of the work of “ the man of sin,” *‘ the son of perdition,”
and the “mystery of lawlessness,” the apostle says, *“ Who
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God,
or that is worshiped ; 8o that he as God sitteth in the
temple of God, showing himself that heis'God,”- 2 Thess,
g —8 8,4, 1 “And they worshiped the beast.” Rev. 18 :

Nore,—The only way one power can oyi»pose another, or ex-
alt itgelf above another, is by promulgating certain laws to
be obeyed in o lposﬁtlnn to the law of that other pow&r.
An exactly similar Jaw would be co-operation and union,
not opposition or exaltation ; thercfore the opposition
must be in the difference hetween the law of the powers at
variance, Thus also, the highest worship which can be
rendered is explicit, willing, and {ntentionel obedience.
Therefore to * worship the beast ” 18 to knowingly and in-
tentionally obey his law. in opposition to the law of God.
In other weords, it is to conform to the change which the
Papacy makes in tho law of God, instead of obeying the un-
changed law of God.

FULFILLMENT OF THESE PREDICTIONS BY THE
PAracy.
The change has reference to the fourth commandmént,

as will be seen by comparing the commaudments as given |

in Ex. 20 : 1-17 as God spake them, and as they appear in
the Roman Catholic catechisms, lu which are taught the
doctrines of that Church. All the commandments are in
substance the same in each code, with the exception of the
numbering, The first two are ineluded In one in the
Roman Catholic numbering, and the tenth is divided. Let
us_put the Sabbath commandment as God gave it by the
side of the Roman Catholic version, as found in authorized
Roman Catholic catechisms :—

RoMe THE LAW-CHANGER.

Ques.~What is the third
commandment ?

Ans—The third com-
mandment i8, * Remember
that thou keep holy the Sab-
bath day.”

Ques,—W hat is command-
-ed by the third comumand-
ment?

Amns.—By the third eom-
mandment WE_ARE COM-
MANDED 10 KEEP THE
SEVENTH DAY ; wherefore | SUNDAY HOLY by hear-
the Lord BLESSED THE SAB- | ing mass and RESTING
BATH DAY and hallowed 1T, | FROM SERVILE WORKS,

Nore.—The above is from the authorized catechism in uge in
England, approved by as high an authority as Cardinal
Manning,- Butler’s catechism, in use in the United States
and Ireland, is substantially the same.

The Sabbath commandment as given by God, enjoins
the observance of THE seventh day of the week, or Satur-
day; but as taught by the Church of Romne it commands
us to ¢ THE SUNDAY HOLY,” & complete and radi-
cal difference. Thns Rome has, in changing the Sabbath
from the seventh day to the first, and changing the com-
mencement of the day from sunset itheBiblicnl and natural
beginning) to midnight (the unnatural), changed the law
?tf fGod, gir endeavored so to do, and has seemingly done

or a time.

Rome claims this change of the Sabbath as the very
mark of her authority, as many of her works would
show. She so asserts it in *“ Abrldgement of Christian
Doctrine” :— ) -

“ Ques.—How prove you that the Church hath power to
commatd feasts and holy days ? .

Gop THE LAW-GIVER,

Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy. Six
days shalt thou labor, and
do’ all thy work : but THE
SEVENTH DAY IS THE
SABBATH or THE LORD
THY Gop; in IT thoushalt
not do any work: . . . .
for in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that In
them is, and RESTED THE

. sense be called a ““creature of God.”

“ Ang,—By the VERY ACT OF CHANGING THE SAB-
BATH INTO SUNDAY, which Protestants allow of ; and
therefore t_hefr tondlﬁ contradiet themselves by keepin
Sunday strictly, and breaking most other feasts ordere
by the same Church.

‘ Ques.—How prove you that ?

“ Ans.—Because by keeping Sunday they acknowledge
the Churel’s power to ordain feasts, and to command
them under sinj and by not keeging the rest by her com-
manded, they again deny, in fact, the same power,”

See also ¢ Catholle Catechism of Christian Religion,”

“ Catholic Christian Instructed,” *Doetrinal Catechism,”

;t'é‘he Shortest Way to End bisputes about Re]igidn,c”

Those who have kept the first day as sacred in the pas
believing it to be the Sabbath, will){)ot be condemnedl.) .

Proor: * If I had not come and spoken unto them, they
had not had sin; but now they have no cloak for their
sin” John 15:22. ‘* And the times of this ignorance God
winked at; but now commaudeth all men everywhere to
repent.” Acts 17: 30,
the léel(‘ie will be an increase of knowledge In the time of

nd.

Proor: *“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and
seal the book, even to the time of the end; many shall
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”
‘* Many shali be purlfied, and made white, and trled; but
the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked
sha{lil understand; but the wise shall understand.” Dan.

: 4, 10,

A special message for the last days commands man to
turn from the ervors and false worship of men to the wor-
ship of the true God who created all things, of which
creation the seventh-day Sabbath is fiis memorial.

Proor: * Fear God and glve glory to hiim; for the hour
of his judgment is come; and worship him that made
heaven and earth and the sea and the fountains of
waters,” See Rev, 14:6-14,

This threefold message develops a class who keep thq {
fourth commandment,

Proor: ‘ Here are THEY THAT KEEP THE COMMAND-
MENTS OF GobD, and the faith of Jesus.” Verse 12,

Those who truly love God, knowing his will, will do it.

Proor: *I thought on my ways, and turned my feet
unto thy testimonies. I made haste and delayed not to
kecp thy commandments,” Ps. 119 : 59, 60.

M. C. WiLCox.

Gemperance Qutlack.

WINE AND THE BIBLE.—S5.

BY J. H. KBLLOGG, M, D.

TEXTS WHICH ARE SAID TO FAVOR THE USE OF
WINE (CONTINUED). °

The Passover Wine.--Was the wine used by Christ
and his disciples at the ‘passover supper, just before
the crucifixion, fermented or unfermented ?

This is an interesting question ; for ail Christendom
have for hundreds of years acted upon the supposition
that the wine employed was fermented, and have used -
this kind of wine in the sacrament. If we can ascer-

_tain with certainty the character of the wine employed

by the Jews in the passover feast, we shall be able to
gettle this question satisfactorily. Can we do so?
The following facts seem to make the matter suffi-
ciently clear :—

1. The process of fermentation is one of putrefac-
tion, or decay. The ancients understood this, and
were also acquainted with the fact that fermentation
is occasioned by leaven, or ferment.

2. Not only leavened or fermented dread was for-
bidden during the passover, bitt all fermented things.
Says Kitto, “ All fermented substances were prohibited
during the paschal feast of the Jews, and during the
succeeding seven days.” Hence the passover wgs
called the ““ feast of the unleavened,” the word bre«ﬁ:rl
not being found in the original.

8. If the body of Christ was necessarily represented
by bread which was absolutely free from ferment or
leaven, surely his blood—** which is the life ”—should
be represented by wine equally free from putrefactive

elements. .
In view of the above facts, we are certainly justi-

fied in the belief that the communion wine used by
our Lord was wholly free from alcohol.

“For every creature of God is good.”” 1Tim 4:4.

Fermented wine is not a ‘“ creature of God.” It is
the poisonous product of a destructive process, and
not the result of a creative act, so that it can in no
Unfermented
wine, the fresh juice of the grape, is certainly good
and wholesome, and it may with propriety be called
a “creature of God ;” for it is one of the products of
his hands, as shown by Ps. 104 :14, 15. - .

“ Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy s.tor(x'- ri},
ach’s sake’ 1°Tim.5:23

This text is regarded by moderate drinkers as their
stronghold. Whenever reasoned withi on the subject,
they quote Paul's advice to Timothy, and apply the
same t0 themselves, irrespective of the state of their
gtomachs. In the great majority of cases, the stom
ach makes no complaint untll after the habit of wine
takifig has been formed. This fact alone is quite sig-
nificant. but we would invite the attention of those

——
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who seek consolation from this text to the following
points :— c

1. The fact that it was necessary for Paul to advise
Timothy to ¢ drink no longer water, but wine,” proves
-conclusively that Timothy was not in the habit of
drinking any kind of wine.

2. Paul recommended wine as a medicine for Tim-
othy on account of some weakness of his gtomach,
This would not be recommend-

ing it for the habltual use of well persons.

8. The wine that Paul recommended wes such as
would be gooad for Timothy's stomach, else he would
not have advised him to use it. Alcoholic drinks are
notoriously bad for even a healthy stomach. They
interfere with digestion, and are one of the most pro-
lific causes of dyspepsia. Unfermented wine, on the
other hand, has just the opposite properties. Itisa
most wholesome article, and was much csteemed by
the ancionts for the very purpose for which Paul rec-
ommended wine to Timothy, The conclusion, then,
is irresistible, that the kind of wine recommended by
Paul was the unfermented juice of the grape. This
position is confirmed by Athenmus, who recommended
sweet wine ‘“as being very good for-the stomach.”
Paut certainly could nothave recommended fermented
wine to Timothy ; for Pliny, Philo, and Columella, in

. ppeaking of fermented wines, say that they produced

1/ Jeheadaches, dropsy, madness, and stomach com-

plaints.” Who will believe that Paul advised Timo-
thy to use the very article that would cause his stom-
ach to become diseased if it wore not already so ?

“Not given to much wine,” 1 Tim, 8 :8; Titus 2:8,

Moderate drinkers claim to find in these and similar
texts ample support for their practice. They argue
that Paul did not condemn the use of wine entirely,
but only its excessive use. In 1 Tim. 8:8, Paul says,
““Not given to wine,” no qualifying word being used.
The other expressions evidently do not mean that the
use of intoxicating wine in any degree would be al-
lowable. If such a rale of interpretation as moderate
drinkers adopt were followed in explaining other sim-
milar expressions, we would have some very strange
doctrines taught. For example, we read, in Ecel. 7:
17, “Be not overmuch wicked.” According to the
rule referred to, we must understand this to mean
that a man may sin in moderation if he is careful to
avoid becoming cxeessively wicked. Such a doctrine

" would be fatal to’ Christianity, and obnoxious to rea-
gon, Any degroe of indulgence in sin i wrong.
Any degree of indulgence in intoxicating drinks is
also wrong. _

We may allow a literal interpretation of the text by
reference to the fact that even unfermented wine may
be used in cxcess, just as food may be indulged in to
a gluttonous extent. Such use of wine may have
been referred to by the apostles.

¢ P
L

PROHIBITION PAYS.

Tam following ingenious piece of alliteration ap-
lied to the prohibition question, is worth reproduc-
ing. It comes from the columns of the Pittsburg
Light :— - :
I%rohibition prevents poverty, protects property,
romotes peace, produces plenty, provides pleasure,
Erocures progress, perpetuates prosperity, prophesies
paradise. .
Prohibition palliates pain, prevents paralysis, pre-
cludes prostration, proscribes pernicious pestilential
poisons. '
Prohibition prevents pauperism, pollution, profan-
ity, perjury, prostitution, parricide, polygamy, perils,
pandemonium, perdition.
Prohibition precludes policemen, poor-houses, pris-
ons, penitentiaries. . .
Prohibition promotes principle, probity, purity,
icty.
I.)ij'{ohibition plainly pays, privately, publicly, pre-
sonally, politically. :
Prohibition positively -proves practicable, potent,
popular, predominant. Prophetically, prohibition
prayers prevail pemiunq&tly. e .
. . PP, > ’

A PARABLE CONCERNING A SNAKE.

!

N A rarMER once found a rattlesnake in his field.
" Having caught it'and gagged it, and put it in a bag,
he carried it home, and called his neighbors together,
saying, ‘“Behold, I have captured a snake, and it is
big and strong ; now, therefore, what shall I do with
ity” Then one man rose up and said, * This is a very
harmless-looking reptile. I think he might be al-
lowed to go wherever he pleases,” - Anothei said, *“My
friends, do you not know that this harmless-looking
gerpeut has a sting? Now, therefore, I move that all
people, and especially all young people, be warned

»

faithfully to keep out of the way of the serpent, lost
they be bitten.” This counsel seemed to impress the
agsembly very favorably.

Then a third speaker began on this wise : “Sidce
the bite of this reptile is so very dangerous, I would
submit that it might be well to make certain rules and

| regulations ; as, for instance, that he is not to go

abroad on the day that is called Sunday ; and that he
must not be allowed to sting anybody who is not of
age ; moreover, that he shall not be let out from his
cage at all until a council of citizens shall so decide.
And finally,” said this wise and thoughtful man, “I
suggest that an oath be administered to our neighbor,
the keeper of the snake, that he will faithfully fulfill

all these provisions.”

Now, it came to pass that the neighbors were so
moved with these words that with one voice they
cried out, ‘“Let it be done, even as thou hast said!”
And they were about to adjourn.

‘When, behold there came a cunning old man into
the council, and hearing what had been done, he ex-
claimed, ““Fools! fools! not to think of killing the
snake! Give him to me, and I will crush his Aead/”

At this there Was & great commotion. Some cried
one thing and some another ; but all were agreed that
such proceedings would be contrary to their rights
and liberties ; for they loved the snake, though he
was a deadly and loathsome thing. And, lo, heliveth
to this day! He that is wise, let him interpret the
parable.— The Sower. '

dlotes fram the Hield,

"The field Is the world.”

¢ Brief mention of work done and results accomplished
by Seventh-day Adventists, in different parts of the field,
according to reports received since our last issue;—

Onro.—Five converts reporied at Portage River.

DrNMARK.—Several new converts reported at
Copenhagen.

Texas,—W. A. Mc Cutchen reports six adult be-
lievers at Austin. \

DELAWARE.—Victor Thompson reports several con-
verts at Frederica.

‘WiscoNsIN.—Six new helievers take their stand for
the truth at Milwaukee.

IrLiNo1s.—Five new members added to the Scan-
dinavian church at Chicago.

Mamwe.—8. J. Hersum reports an encouraging
series of meetings at Lubec.

IreLAND.—Two converts receive baptism at Clones;
four converts reported at Armagh.

INDIANA.—A serles of meetings held at Millwood
Chapel results in fifteen converts.

ConnecricuT.—Reports of an encouraging nature
are received from various parts of this State.

LoursiaANA,—E. Hilliard reports that the mission
work at New Orleans continues to yield encouraging

results,

Sourm AMERICA.—Considerable interest is being
awakened at Georgetown by mission work conducted
by G. G. Rupert.

MINNESOTA.—Wm. Schram reports six additions
to the company of believers at St. Paul ; meetings
are being held at Wadena.

ENarnaND.—8. H. Lane reports converts at Leeds,
Blackburn, Wigan, and Liverpool, as the result of
meetings held at those places.

WasmNaTON TERRITORY.—Thirteen believers sign
the church covenant at Spring Brook ; special meet-
ing held with the church at Renton.

Cororano.—Church at Boulder recives three acces-
sions to its membership ; meetings at Hillsboro result
in eight converts; church of twenty-one members
organized at Fort Collins.

MrcnreAN.—A series of revival meetings held at
Battle Creek, results in a decided awakening of the
church ; six converts receive baptism ; the member-
ship of the church is now nearly 700.

SwEDEN.—A numerous company of colporters
complete the "regular course at the . colporters’
school at Stockholm, and engage in their chosen
work in adjacent localities ; much interest is reported
at Dalarne, - .

Towa.—8ix converts receive baptism at Confidence;
nine new believers sign the church covenant at
Waukon ; four converts reported at Hull; five fami-
lies at Osage embrace the faith; church at Algona
receives two new members. .

Kansas.—Several additional converts gained in
Cherokee county as a result of special meetings;
church of twenty-four members organized at Reeve,
with a prospect of soon receiving a dozen or more ac-
cessions ; W. H. Mills gives an encouraging report of
the work in Lyon, Chase, Morris, Davis,- and Wa-
baunsee counties, ’ o

@he Ghralogical YPWoeyld,

....The pope still persists in his order for Dr. Me-
Glyhn to come to Rome,

....The eleventh annual Church Congress will be
held in Louisville, Ky., opening Oct. 18. '

... ..Prominent Roman Catholic dignitaries have peti-
tioned the pope to canonize Mary Queen of Scots.

....The Chicago Standard calls Dr. Mc Glynn’'s resist-
ance of the pope’s authority the ““ new Protestantism.”

....Among British non-conformists there ig a growing
sentiment in favor of the use of a liturgy in church
service.

....The Salvation Army in England lately netted
$26,000 to meet a spocial need, by a “ week of self-
denial.”

....The Turkish Government has given permission
for the publication of a Christian newspaper at Con-
stantinople.

....There are now in the mission fields of the world
2,400 unmarried, besides probably an equal number of
married, ladies.

....The Moody Birthday Endowment Fund for the
schools at Northficld is growing slowly toward the de-
sired limit of $40,000.

....France has withdrawn all financial aid from the
Catholic schools, but continues to support the Protest-
ant institutions of learning.

....An Englishman, now in this country, recently
sent Mr. Moody & check for £5,000, with the sugges-
tioil that he should at once plan an evangelistic tour
in India.

....The amount now annually raised for carrying on
Protestant missions throughout the world, is estimated
at $12,250,000; of this sum, $4,250,000 is raised in
America.

....The annual report of the Salvation Army, re-
cently issued, states that during last year 500,000 in-
door services and 845,800 open-air meetings were
held in the United Kingdom.

....The Chinese have made application for the free
euntry at Ban Francisco of a joss house. The joss is
one hundred and fifty feet long, and is composed of
wood, paper, tinsel, and metal.

....The general conference of the Mormon Church
was held at Provo, Utah, April 15. Communications
were read from several refugee presidents, which
were noticeably silent on the question of polygamy.

.... It is currently reported that there are over eight
hundred Congregational churches without ministers,
a very large portion of them so feeble as to be unable
to support a minister. | We speak upon the authority
of the Independent,

....The non-polygamous branch of the so-called
“Church of the Latter-day Saints” recently closed a
general conference at the original Mormon temple
erected at Kirtland, Ohio, fifty years ago. About
seventy delegates were present. This organization
now numbers 19,286 members.

... An 'Anti-secret Society Congress was held re-
cently in Chicago. One hundred and thirty-seven
delegates, representing thirteen denominations, were
in attendance. Resolutions were adopted denouncing
secret societies as inimical to the Church of Christ,
and recommending various means of opposing them.

....'“There is a bare possibility,” says an exchange,
“that it may interest those who are always harping
on the old story that ‘it takes two dollars {o send one
to the heathen,” to know that the state of commercial
excharige is such that a dollar is worth more when it
arrives at its destination than when collected in this
country.”

....A meeting of the Salvation Army at Savaunih,
Ga., on a recent Sunday, was the occasion of a serious
riot. During the meeting some ruffians precipitated
a fight, whereupon the whole company arose in a
body, and a general melee ensued for twenty minutes,
until the police arrived. Thirty men were more or
less injured.

.

....A movement is on foot in Holland for the more
strict observance of Sunday. By the measure pro-
posed no work is to be allowed that is open to public
view ; no places of amusement are to be open before
8 o’clock p. M., nor are intoxicating drinks to be sold
near churches where worship is being conducted, nor
anywhere before noon.

... The London Methodist T'imes declares that there
is an “ominous lack of local préachers” in the Wes-
leyan connection. It says there are 15,000 pulpits
dand only 10,000 local preachers. This, it declares,
““ig far below the proportion of other. days. The
stream that feeds both our inihistry and our pulpits is
slowly drying up.” This is the darkest spot in the
Methodist horizon, and everybody should face it at
once.

. &
....The pope received information March 24, from
Vienna and Berlin, that. during the term of alliance
between Aastria, Germany, and Italy, no attempt, to
subvert the papacy would be tolerated, and that the
allied Governments would do all in their power to as-
sure at all times the pope’s liberty and independence.
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% In this issue appears an advertisement.of the

great Medical and Surgical Sanitarium at Battle Creelk,

which .cannot fail to be of interest to many of our

readers. It is with pleasure that we commend this
institution to the confidence of all.
—————-40»——\—-—
138~ Zion'’s Herald makes this remark :—
“Tortunately no Chrjstian is compelled to go to a
human statute-book to Jearn what he may do on the
Sabbath.”
. Wonder if our co

mporary would be willing to
adopt a similar test in/ asCertaining which day of the
week is the Sabbath ¥ And if he should consult the
Bible, and the Bible alone, would he ever conclude
that the first day of the week is the Sabbath ?

o

pEéF™ Although the count of the votes cast at the re-
cent clectiou in Michigan on the prohibition amend-
ment shows that the amendment is lost, it is quite
generally claimed that in many places gross frauds
were perpetrated, which, if eliminated, would cer-
tainly show a very fair majority in favor of the amend-
ment. Itisgreatly to be hoped that a searching inves-
tigation will be made, and the fraudulent transactions
thrown out, so that the true result of an honest and
fair vote may be determined. )

P

wSixty years ago we used to sing,—

“The Lord, the sovereign, sends the summons forth,

Calls the South nations, and awakes the North;
“From east to west the soundmg orders spread,

Through distant lands and regions of the dead

No'more shall atheists moek his long delay ;

His judgments sleep no more;—behold the dayl »

The author doubtless thought that it was atheists
who would scoff at the doctrine of the Lord’s coming ;
had he lived till to-day he would have known that it
is professed Christians.

s

WIn this issue of the SicxrLe we give another Bi-
ble reading on the Sabbath question, from the pen of
Eld. M. 0. Wilcox. The current reading gives a con-
nected view of the pretended change of the Sabbath,
showing that such a change Was prophesied of, and
waa to be made by just such a power as history shows
has attempted it, and has claimed for many years that
it did actually accomplish that work. Reader, ponder
this subject candidly and prayerfully, and ask your-
solf which you liave the most Tegard for—the tradi-
tions of men or the commandments of God,

o P

THE TRUTH WILL TRIUMPH.

Taw truth will not triumph in the conversion of the
world, or in the salvation of all men, but in the sanc-
tification and salvation of the people who are truly
the children of God. It will triumph in the vindica-
tion of God’s truth and righteousness —In the deliv-
erance of his people, and in the signal overthrow of
his enemies. The law of God, now despiscd and
trodden underfoot, will be vindicated in the sight of
all ; and those who eontend that it has been abolished
or changed, will see their folly made manifest by the
opening of the great day. They, too, who.put far in
the future the evil day, and have scoffingly said,

** Wihiere is the promise of his coming ?” will find, to

their utter astonishment and consternation, that the
Saviour told the truth when he promised to come
again, ‘ahd gave 'signs by which his people would
know when his coming was near; that his word is
verified, and the doubter convicted of infidelity and
condemned as the unalterable consequence.

These are solemn and fearful truths — truths which
we now may learn, and escape the wrath to come, or
may despise, and drlpk of the cup of trembling and
flerce indignation. And all these weighty, momen-
tous considerations hang upon the brittle thread of
life, and on the improvement or misimprovement of a
very brief period of time. In alitile while, all prep-
arations for that tremendous day will be eompleted,
and, ready or not ready, all must meet the conse-
quences of their conduct here..
© Well will it be for those who hpave let the truth
,tliumph in their hearts and lives, and thus have made
the Judge their friend. They will triumph with the
truth, while thio tl uth triumphs over their enemies.

n R F.C

OLD AND NEW TESTAM}EN-TS.

THERE are some who profess faith in the New Tes-.
tdment, but hold that the Old Testament is no longer

-of much use, because it is superseded by the New.

The New Testament, they say, is a sufficient guide to
eternal life, and is all we need; and some have said
that it would be just as well for us if the Old were
out .of existence. There is no known reason why
they take this position, except that the Old Testament
contains a verbatim copy of the fourth commandment
of the decalogue, and the New Testament does not.
Do they.not know that when Jesus said, * Search
the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life,” he "spoke exclugively of the Old Testament
Scriptures ? Not a word of the New was then writ-
ten. Do they not know that the New is built upon
the Old, as a house is built upon its foundation ? that
the Gospels were written expressly to prove that Je-
sug is the promised Messiah, or Christ,-the Saviour. of
men ? See John 20 : 30, 81. - '
In reading the New Testament we frequent]y find
it saying, ‘It is written,” It is written;” and if we
had not the Old, some skeptic might be foolish enough
to ask where it i3 written, We might as well expect
a house to stand with the basement wall torn from
under it, as to think of accepting the New Testament
as a revelation from God independent of the Otd. It
were better to lake God’s word of the Old Testament
at par, and let its ““ perfect ” law convince men of sin,
before we preach the gospel of pardon through Jesus
Christ ; for Jesus said, ““Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled.” The law which he thus in-
dorsed entirve, and confirmed_for all time, was the law
written in the Old Testament. R, F. O,

oD

HOLINESS.

STRANGE as it may seq
the world who claim a

, there are many people in
of holiness and sancti-
fication that precludes {fe possibllity of sinning, in
the present or future. hey base their claims upou
their construction of ¥ John 8:8, 9; 5:18, and a few
other texts of similar import. But a reasonable, con-
sistent view of those texts fails to supply any argu-
ment to substantiate the claimg of our '‘holiness”
friends. . - ' .

The argument of the texts referred to is given to
show the distinction between the sources of rigiit-
eousness and unrighteousness; to show that the prac-
tice of right-doing is the consequence of being in har-
mony with God, and wrong-doing, in harmony with
the Devil. One cannot perform an act that is at the
same time in hannony with God and the Devil ; that
is morally impogsible. When one is in the condition
represented by the phrase ““born of God,” that is,
when his motives and acts arc perfectly conformable
to the Spmt of - God ‘it 1§ manifest that he does not
sin ; for thio Moinent hic dces sin, he is nob in that
condimon It is absolutely impossible for him to
practice wrong-doing, and at the same time be in per-
fect harmony with God. Tosin is to depart from
God, and to do right is to depart from the Devil
The word from which “born” is translated, as used-
in the texts under constderation, is gennao, which in,
the sense as here used, is defined by Robinson to
mean “to spring from;” ‘the source or manner.”
The word translated ““seced” is sperme in the oxiglnul
which Robinson translates as meaning ‘‘the germ
or principle of divine life,” as here used. Hence it
is admissible to paraphrase verse 9 of the third chap-
ter thus: ‘“Whosoever lives in harmony with a prin-
ciple that springs from God, doth not commit gin;
for the principle of divine life remaineth in him : and
he cantot sin because the principle that guides him
springs from God.” This is self-evident, and can be
comprehended by a child.

‘In his “New Testament for [English Readers.”
Dean Alford gives a similar explanation, and adds,
“The abiding force of this divine generation in a
man, excludes sin ; where sin enters, that force does
not abide.” The same interpretation applies to chap-
ter 5:18. The dociriné of holiness or sanctiflcation,
as held by many people at the present time; viz.,
that they are beyond the possibility of sinning, not
only has no foundatlon in reason or Scripture, but is
directly opposed to the Bible. . Take the case of Adam
and Eve. Before their fall they wbre in a state of
petfection beyond that which any person can hope
‘to obtain. in- this life, and yet they committed sin,
Moses. was o man greatly beloved of God;_ and, judg-

ing from tlle most remarkable manher in"which the

. possibility of falling from grace.

Lord used him in bringing the children of Istael .out
of Ygypt, and the wonderful privileges accorded to
him in being. permitted to commune with the Lotd -
upon Mount Sinai and at other times, we must con-

clude that he lived a life of holiness far exceeding .

any examples of the present day ; and yet he sinned,
and was thereby prohibited from conducting the chil-
dren of Israel into the promised land. See Num.
20:10-12; Deut. 3:26, 27. When David was

anointed, it is said that *“ the Spirit of the Lord. came |

upon David from that day forward.” 1 Sam. 16 :18,
According to our “holiness” friends, there was no
danger of his sinning after that; but the history of
his life and his own confessions show that he did sin
grievously. Coming to the New Testament, take the
case of Peter, our Saviour’s disciple. ‘We must con-
clude that he was a humble, devoted, and acceptable
follower of Christ before the latter’s bétrayal; and
yet we find Peter committing a grievous sin by deny-
ing his Lord, If the doctrine of **holiness,” as advo-
cated by the class of extremists before referred to, be
true, then there is no meaning to the parable of the
prodigal son; for there is represented the return to
God of one who had fallen from :grace,—the return
of a backslider, If that doctrine be true, it would be
very inconsistent for a believer in it to pray as Jesus
taught his disciples. He would have no occasion to
pray for the forgiveness of sin, or not to be led mtpl
temptation ; for if he has reached a position beyond
the possibility of sinning, he has no need to fear
temptations.

The fo]lowing scripture is directly opposed to the
claims of our ‘‘holiness” friends': ¢“There is no man
that siuneth not” (1 Kings 8:46); A just man fall-
eth seven times and riseth up again” (Prov. 24 : 16);
“There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good
and sinneth not” (Eccl. 7 : 20); “‘For the flesh lusteth:
against the Spirit, . . . so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would” (Gal. §:17); “If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.” 1 John 1:8, There are also munf
other passages of similar import. In Jer. 8:22 we
find this language: '‘Return, ye backsliding children,
and I will heal your backstidings.” This proves the
See also Mal. 8:7;
Deut. 80:2; 1 Sam 7:8; Hos, 141,

There is not a text in the Bible that, when properly

understood, teaches the doctrine under consideration ;- -

and when we add to this the further fact that the Bi-
ble is full of the most positive evidence to the con-
trary, it is quite difficult to understand how any one
can claim to believe it.
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'MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SANITAR

THE LARGEST SANITARIUM IN THE WORLD.

This Institution, one of the buildings of which is shown in the cut,
stands without a rival in the perfection and completeness of ils ap-
pointments, The following are a few of the special methods em-
ployed:—

Turkish, Russian, Roman, Thermo-Electric, Electro-
Vapor, Electro-Hydric, Electro-Chemical, Hot Air, Vapor,
and every form of Water Bath; Elactr/(.‘/ty in every form;
Swedish Movements—Manual and Mechanical—Massage,
Pneumatic Treatment, Yacuum Treatment, Sun Baths. Al
other remedial agents of known curative value employed.

Good Water, Good Ventilation, Steam
Heating, Perfect 59 erage. .
For circulars with parncuws address )

SANITARIU‘M Battle Creek, M.iob.

THE GOSPEL SICKLE, 5
AN EIGHT-PAGE SEMI-MONTHLY JOURNAL,.- .

Devoted to important Bible doctrines which are especxhll&appllcﬁ.
bie to the present tiine,~the Second Coming of Christ, the’Nature;

Man, the Signs of the Times, Law of God, Plan of balvation, Stato Ql
the Dead, and other quesuons of general interest '

Price, per year, post,-pald, - . 50
In Clubs of 10 or more, to separate addresses, 40.
In Clubs of 100 to one address, - - (8 K
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