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WORK.

Ur! there’s no time for rest to-day,
There’s stubborn work to do

For every willing heart and hand
The blessed daylight thyough.

Nor must we loiter, slack, or sleep,
Save in the friendly night,

Which hides beneusth its grateful shades
The labors of the light!

Up! there's no chance for vest to-day;
Brothers of human kind
In many & dark and sterile spot
Ave groping, hatt and blind,
And’there are burdens to be borne,
And fetters to be broke, ’
And trees of evil to hew down
With many a tgilsome stroke!

Up! for the world is full of strife,

The earth is sown with sin,

Quick springing, like the noxious tares,
A noble field within,

-- K though ot ficst but tiny blades,

Of shower and sunshine born, ™ ~__

The lubor. r needs but rest, and siraight ~
They overtop his corn!

!

Then up! nor dremn of rest to-day,
The foes are all avound;
And some conceated in umbush lie,
And some dispute the growmd,
Thea lot us gicd the armor on
To wrestle ot to toil.
The Inborér reaps the golden grain,
The conquerer wins the spoil !
—Independent.

Jlates and @ammagnis‘

28~ NOTICE.—Parties receiving this Paper, not hav-
ing subscribed for it, may know that it is sent to them by
the courtesy of some friend. Do not hesitate to take it
‘from the Office, for none will be called upon to pay for
any numbers they have not ordered. We invite candid
attention to the Contents of the Paper, and when you
have read it, please hand it to a Friend or Neighbor.

ICKEDNESS is not immortal; it will have an end.
The following prayer will surely be answered,
because it was inditcd by the Holy Spirit, and is

- ‘thetefore prophetic of that which shall bo: “Oh let

the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but
establish the just.” Ps. 7:9.

SPEOIAL blessing is pronounced upon those that
read and hear the words of. the prophecy con-
Rev. 1:3. What
blessing ean come from reading or hearing that which
we eannot possibly understand 2 Bus there ig still
another condition on which the blessing is promised,
and that is that we “ keep those things whieh arc
written thercin” The Book is chiefly made up o
symbolic prophecy ;" and besides the admonitions ti

. several of the ‘seven -churches to repent, the only

things in the book to be kept are summarily ex
pressed as follows: “ Here are they that keep th

-

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”
Chap. 14:12. And the promised blessing is reiter-
ated in the last chapter as follows: © Blessed are
they that do his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through
the gates into the eity.” ’
————
HE wickedness of the wicked shall come to an end
because the wicked themselves shall cease to be.
The prophetic prayer, “ Let the sinners be consumed
out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more”
(Ps. 104 :35) is sure to be fulfilled. “Yet a little
while, and the wicked shall not he.” Ps. 37:10. In
anticipation of a universe thus cleansed from sin and
the curse, the pslamist exclaims, “ Bless thou the

Lord, O my soul! Praise ye the Lord!”

REPENTANGE may be illustrated by a person setting

out to travel in a certain direction, and, ehanging
his mind, turning about to return. He may be sorry
he started, and yet travél on. Sorrow alone is not
repentance. Repentance does not take place until he
comes to the point where he turns square about, and
goes in the opposite direction. The sinner may be
sorry, and yet not turn from his sins. “8Sin is the
transgression of the law.”  When one truly repents,
he turns from the transgression of the law to the
obedience of the same. The first command of the
gospel to the convicted sinner is, ‘‘Repent.” ‘Acts
2:38. Therefore the first requirement of the gos-
pel is obedicnee to the law. The gospel which abol-
ishes the law is a spurious gospel.

[N view of the nearness of death, Job says, ¢ Are not

my days few ? Cease, then, and let me alone,
that I may take comfort a little, before I go whenee
T shall not return, even to the land of darkness and
the shadow of death.” - On the supposition that' the
good man expected to go immediately to heaven at
death, his language is not a little surprising ; as if he
should say, O my friends, let me alone, that I may
take a Zttle comfort before I go to heaven !”

¢ T'NooH was translated that he should not see

death ; and was not found because God had
translated him.” A like destiny awaited Elijah the
prophet, and there is reason to believe that' God had
revealed this design to him; but when Jezebel
threatened to take his life, he fled into the wilder-
ness, and sat down under a juniper tree, and re-
quested for himself that he might die. Said he,
“Tt ig enough. Now, O Lord, take away my life;
for I am no better than my fathers.” His fathers
had died ; and why should he be honored above them
by translation, since he was no better than they ?
Had he believed that death would take him directly
to heaven, would not hig language have contrasted
most pointedly with this 7 Would he not have said,
“ Lt me die, and go to heaven, as my fathers have
done. Am I not as good as they ? "

(0 f v little ehildren, these things write T unto you,

that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous.” 1 John 2:1. In this text there are
three interested parties brought to view; viz., the
Pather, the Advocate, and subjects who are liable to
«mmit sin.  In the third chapter, fourth verse, it

is stated that “sin is the transgression of the law.”
As stated in the first-quoted text, the occasion for
an advocate being needed with the Father is the pos-
sible commission of sin; that is, the violation of law.
It stands to reason that a law, the transgression of
whigh requires an advocate with the Father (God),
must be the Father’s law. The province of an ad-
vocate is to stand between the offender and the of-
fended lawgiver. HHere, then, as late as A. D. 69,
and some say as late as A. p. 80 (for it is generally
accepted that the apostle wrote his first epistle not
earlier than the first named date), we find the law of
God directly and explicitly recognized. In view of
this indisputable evidence, how can any one say that
the law of God, the ten commandiments, was abol-
ished at the cross, and that since then the law of
Christ alone has been binding? To maintain such a
position is to make the words quoted at the beginning
of this item the hight of foolishness. If the law of
the Father was not binding at that time, of what
avail would it be to have an advoeate with him for
the violation of a law issued by some other authority ?
It is not possible for one law-making power to have
authority with regard to the enforcement of the stat-
utes of another law-making power, nor to remit pun-
ishment in case of their violation, unless such au-
thority has been delegated to it. But we eannot
conceive that Christ would enact a law, and delegate
to the Father its enforcement, and then he become
an advoeate in behalf of the violator of his dwn law.
And yet this is the absurd ‘conclusion that one must -
reach who claims the abolition of God’s law, and the
enactment by Christ of another law, under which we
now are.

o
o oo

HE positions taken by those who oppose the Sab-
bath of the Bible and advocate the observance of

the first ddy of the week, are so various and contra-
dictory that we can find among them the admission
of every point we elaim as to the early origin, the
definiteness as to the particular day, the universal ob-
ligation, and the perpetuity of the Sabbath,
not the eonfusion and discord which exists among
them, and the unity ekisting among the advocates of
the original Sabbath, show conclusively where the

trath is ?
A REVELATION is something vevealed; and that
A which is revealed can be understood. Those
who hold the book of Revelation to be a sealed book,
containing mysteri o0 be understood, do in ef-
fect ehange its title\go g8 to read: The Mystery of
Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to conceal
from his servants things which must shortly come to
pass. DBut the original heading is still preferred by
gome : “The Revelgtion of Jesus Christ, which God
gave unto him, to show unto his servants things
which musf ghortly come to pass.”

NIAN’S better judgment dictates that things that
are only transitory in their nature are not as
worthy of his labor and care as are the more substan-
tial and abiding considerations, In1 Cor.13:13 we
read these words: ¢ And now abideth faith, hope,
charity.” These, then, are abiding graces; they
will remain, and continue, ever to prove a blessing
to the possessor. How reasonable that we should
endeavor to secure to the fullest possible extent- these
valuable and abiding riches |

Does -
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“*Speak thou the things which become sound doctring,' Titus 2:1.

IS THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST SPIRITUAL ?

BY U. SMITH.,

IN our article on this subjeot in the last SIOKLE,
we roforred to the testimony of the angels to the dis-
oiples who witnessed the ascent of their Lord, when
he was taken up from the Mount of Olives. These
angels testified that the very same Jesus would return
again in like manner as they had seen him go into
heaven. There was to be identity as to the individual
that ascended. Christ did not ascend as an influence,
or a calamity, but as a real, literal, tangible being,
the same that had lived, moved, taught, healed the
sick, died, and rose again, here upon the earth. The
second eoming of Christ is to be accomplished in the
same person ; and there is to be identity of manner
between his going away and his coming again.

This testimony would seem to be sufficiently ex-
plicit. It matters not that no others, so far as we are
informed, exeept the disciples saw him ascend. They
saw him; and there is no intimation that they were
in any other than their normal condition. But in
relation to his second coming we have the positive
assurance that every eye shall see him, not only the
saints, but “ they also that pierced him ;” and tribes
and nations will behold him, who will be so unpre-
pared to meet him that they will wail because of him,
and endeavor to hide from his. holy presence. It is
not therefore owing to any special spiritual condition
of the disciples, either first or last, that they beheld
him when he ascended, or will behold him when he
returns,

But to men of the world this is not a pleasing
picture; nor is it, we are surprised and grieved to
say, to very many who profess to be the followers of
the Lord, ministers no less than laymen. They seem
to be far too ready to try to console themselves with
the idea that the second coming of Christ is not an
event to burst upon the outward world with a splendor
tenfold that of the noonday sun, to startle mankind
from their dreams of peace and safety, to reveal to
them that the insulted Lamb’s great day of wrath is
come, and to excite, too late for them, the sad in-
quiry, “ Who shall be able to stand ?”  They prefer
to look upon that coming as some sudden manifesta-
tion of judgment, some silent, and perhaps hidden,
operation of divine power, or the cutting short of
some earthly carcer by death. He comes to them in.
the secret chamber, or has erected his ensign in the
far distant desert.

But which of these theories is attested by divine
authority 7 We can anchor our faith upon nothing
less than this: to the law and to the testimony.
Whatever is not in accordance with this, is, darkness
and not light. "Doctors of divinity may therefore
tell us as often as they please, when some sudden
calamity has put an end to the life of a fellow-
" being, that we are hereby taught that “in such an

hour as we think not the Son of man cometh ;" they
may tell us Wher a dying man expires in the silent
chamber, that to him the Son of man has come; or
that a soul in the joys of rcgeneration has met the
_second coming of Christ ;—we pass these declarations
. by for just what ohe_{ are worth, which is nothing at
all, and inquire, * What saith the Scripture ? "’

Christ once intimated to his disciples that one of
their number might remain till his eoming. “If I
will,” said he, “that he tarry till I come, what is
that to thee? ” John 21;22. Did the disciples un-
.derstand him to mean, If I will that he tarry, or
live, till he dies ? So far from that, the saying went
immediately abroad among them that that disciple
should not die at all. And would not they be as
likely to have a correct view. of the matter as could
be gathered from the warped and molded and twisted
and mystificd theology of the present day ?

Another represeuntative text upon this subject is
found in 1 Thess. 4:15-17: ¢ For this We say unto
you by the word of the Lord, That we which are alive
and remain unto the eoming of the Lord shall not
prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord him-
self shall deseend from heaven with a shous, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God ;
and the dead in Christ shall rise first ; then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air;
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

The task of harmonizing this seripture with the
figurative view of the second coming of Christ is not
one wliich we would like to undertake to perform.
Some of the difficulties which would beset the

attempt will appear if we read the text, substituting a
figurative eoming for the real one expressed in the
text. For instance, if death is the second coming of

‘Christ, we can legitimately read the text with this

idea, thus: “ For this we say unto- you by the word
of the Lord, That we which are alive and remain un-
till we die, shall not prevent them which are asleep;
for death shall take place with a shout, with the
voice of the archapgeﬁ and with the trump of God,
and the dead in Christshall rise first ; then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them to die in the air; so shall we ever be with
the Lord.”

Can any rational man for a moment entertain a
view which transforms the word of God into such
jargon? The sober reader will pardon us for thus
carrying out this theory to its legitimate results. The
intense absurdity of the view we would refute, is our
apology.

The coming of the Lord is the Christian’s blessed
hope. That day is to him a day of triumph, redemp-
tion, and joy." He is to desire it, and fervently pray
for its approach. Titus 2:13; Matt. 6:9, 10 ;- Rev.
22:20. But death is an evil, the penalty of sin, an
enemy. 1 Cor.15:26. How would it sound to read
Rom. 6:23 thus : “ For the wages of sin is the com-
ing of the Lord; but the gift of God is eternal lifo
through Jesus Christ our Lord;” or 1 Cor. 15:26
thus: “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is the
coming of the Lord " ? .

And spiritism, that vilest and most brazen-faced
development of satanic delusion, may teach by its

eeping and muttering that He is in the secret cham-
Eer; that He has come in the manifestation of spirits;
and that every good man is himself Christ. But
what saith the Seripture ? It says this :  Wherefore
if they shall say unto yon, Behold, he is in the secrot
chambers, believe it not.” Matt. 24 : 26.

The human heart is prone to unbelief. Men seem
very ready to adopt almost any negative form of be-
lief. Will they not be ready, then, to go with the
Bible in this respect, and not believe what it expressly
tells them they should not believe ?  Alas| how the
perversity of fallen human nature here comes forth |
Willingly influenced by him who is the father and
promulgator of all lies, multitudes are ready to believe
just what the Bible expressly tells them they should
not believe, and to disbelieve that which it just as ex-
pressly tells them they should believe. So they are
seeking for the second coming of Christ in the secret
chambers, in the filthy and blasphemous work of the
gpirits, or in the distant desert. A few, we rejoice to
know, will follow the unerring chart, and believe not
these false ories of error.

Is any further reason needed why we should not
accept the doctrine of the spiritual and invisible com-
ing of Christ? why we should not believe that he is
in the secret chamber, or go forth to meet him in the
desert ? If so, we have it in the language of the Son
of God himself, in Matt, 24:27 : “Tor ag the light-
ning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto
the west, so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be.”  Yes, as visible as is the vivid lightning to all
eyes, 80 visible, open, and apparent will be the com-
ing of the Son of man.. No man will need to apprise
his neighbor that the Lord has come; for all will
know it, many far too well for their own peace of
mind or hope of heaven.

We know of but two passages in which Christ is
spoken of as coming in a figurative manner. These
are verses 5 and 16 of Rev. 2. But in these messages
to the churches Christ himself is represented in a fig-
ure; hence the coming spoken of in connection must
be of the same nature, and be understood in a figur-
ative sense. There is surely no excuse for confound-
ing these with that coming which is to be in the elouds
of heaven (Matt. 26 : 64), when every eye shall see
him (Rev. 1:7); when all the tribes of the earth
shall wail because of him (Matt. 24 : 30) ; when kings
and the great men and the rich men of the earth
ghall call to the roeks and to the mountains to hide
them from his presence (Rev. 4:15, 16); when the
man of sin shall be consumed by the spirit of His
mouth, and destroyed by the brightness with.which
His coming is attended (2 Thess. 2: 8); and when all
those who know not God, and obey not the gospel,
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from
his presence and the glory of his power. 2 Thess.
1:9. :

With sueh declarations in his hand, the man who
can err on this momentous question must be one of
those whom Peter calls « willingly ignorant.” Be
sure, reader, that such a coming of Christ as iz set
forth in the foregoing seriptures is before the world ;
and for sueh a coming as this, we now do well to
prepare; for it is even at the door.

ATTITUDE OF THE REFORMERS TOWARD
SUNDAY.

BY G. 1. BUTLER.

In the last number of the S10KLE, quotations were
given from geveral leading reformers on the topic un-
der consideration. We now pursue the subject still
farther, .

Carlstadt, the German reformer, kept the seventh;
day Sabbath. He was a leading reformer, one who
went farther in opposition to the Roman Church
than Luther and many others. His position was in
some respects more consistent than Luther's. He
insisted on rejecting everything in the Catholio
Church not authorized by the Scriptures, while Lu-
ther was determined to retain everything not ex-
pressly forbidden. Had Carlstadt’s position been
taken, the Protestant Church would have come much
nearer the truth of the Bible on the Sabbath ques-
tion than it has.

Many will doubtless be surprised at these evidences
of the low regard these early reformers had for the
Sunday Sabbath, admitting as they did that it was
wholly an institution of the ehurch, and not required
in the Scriptures. It is well known that this is not
now the general position of many of the Protestant
churches. They consider Sunday the Sabbath by
divine appointment, and would highly resent suog(
sentiments as history records concerning the opinion
of the leading reformers. Some may doubt the
truthfulness of these statements. But we assure
such that there are no facts better attested, and that
we could present much, evidence on this point sub-
stantiating what we have already said. ~The real
facts are these: In the great controversy in England
between the Episcopalians and the Presbyterians, in
the latter part of the sixteenth century, as the lat-
ter rejected the authority of the church and the
most of its festivals, while the Bpiscopalians required
men to obsérve all the festivals of the church, it was
clearly seen that in order to maintain the authority
of Sunday, which the Presbyterians kept, they must
find some other arguments in ity behalf than those
which had sustained it for so jpany ages. They had
therefore either to give up Sunday, or try to find ar-
guments for it in the Bible. They chose the latter
course.

Lyman Coleman, a first-day historian, thus states
the promulgation of the modern opinion: “‘The true
doctrine of the Christian Sabbath was first promul-
gated by an English dissenter, the Rev. Nicholas
Bound, D. D., of Norton, in the county of Suffolk.
About the year 1595, he published a famous book,
entitled ‘Sabbatbum Veteris et. Novi Testamenti,’
or the True Doctrine of the Sabbath. In this book
he maintained ‘that the seventh part of our time
ought to be devoted to God; that Christians are
bound to rest on the Lord’s day as much as the Jews’
were on the Mosaic Sabbath, the commandment
about rest being moral and perpebual ; and that it
was not lawful for persons to follow their studies or
worldly business on that day, nor to use such pleas-
ures and recreations as are permitted on other days.’
This book spread with wonderful rapidity. The doc-
trine which it propounded called forth from many hearts
a ready yesponse, and the result was a most pleasing
reformation in many parts of the kingdom. It is al-

most ineredible,’” says Fuller, ‘how taking this doe

trine was, partly because of its own purity, and partly '
for the eminent piety of such persons as maintained

ib; so that the Lord’s day, especially in corporations,

began to be precisely kept; people becoming a law

unto themselves, forbearing such sports as. yet by

statutes permitted; yea, many rejoicing at their own

restraint therein,’ "— Coleman’s Ancient Christian-

ity Exemplified, ebap. 26, see. 2,

This new doctrine in’1595 spread with wonderful
rapidity, and has been substantially adopted by many
of the Protestant churches, but not by all. It is
now the popular doctrine of the change of the Sab-
bath which is generally held. Scattered hints of
this doctrine in parts had been held before by a few ;
but it never had been put forth as a whole in the
form of a system. During some fourteen centuries
of first-day Sabbath agitation, such a doetrine had
never been promulgated. The Christian Fathers, to

—)I* i

!

j

whom Sunday elevation is remotely traced, never's |

heard of such a doctrine. The change they wrought.
was entirely a different position. It was founded
upon “custom,” ¢ tradition,” ‘“voluntary choice,”
but never upon any Bible authority, never upon the
fourth commandment.

Of all the arrogant, prepoésterous claims—and they
have beeu many—put forth in behalf of the ¢ vener-
able day of the sun,’ the most preposterous is re-
served for the last,—that of claiming for it the
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authority of the fourth commandment. It took
some fourteen centuries to invent this claim, so con-
trary to the Bible record. If it is not ‘stealing the
livery of heaven” for the first day of the week to
shield itself under, and clothie itself with, the com-
mandment of (God,—for men to ‘“Remember the
Sabbath day to keep it holy,” “the seventh day is
, },the Sabbath of the Lord thy God,”—then we know
{, “not what would be. The command requiring us to
observe the day of Jehovah's rest, which he blessed and
set apart for a sacred use at the creation of the world,
for man to keep ever holy, is now sanctimoniously
appropriated to bolster up another day entirely, the
one on which he commenced his work of creation.
We do not know how mortal man could go farther
in despite to the rest of the great God.

Here is where first-day observers have entrenched
themselves for some two hundred years past. Here
is where we find them to-day. The great heathen
“memorial ” of idolatry entrenched in the sacred
temple of the memorial of the Creator! The first
day of the week claiming as jts fundamental author-
ity the commandment of God which was given to en-
force the obscrvance of the seventh day, an entirely
different day !

Well does J. N. Andrews say concerning this last
() Sep taken o save Sunday: Such was the origin of

e scventh-part-of-time theory, by which the seventh
day is dropped out of the fourth commandment, and
one day in seven slipped into its place,—a doctrine
most opportunely framed at the very period when no-
thing else could save the venerable day of the sun.
With the aid of this theory, the Sunday of ‘ pope and
pagan ’ was able coolly to wrap itself in the fourth com-
mandment, and then, in the character of a divine in-
stitution, to challenge obedience from all Bible Chris-
tians, It could now cast away. the frauds on which
ity very existence had depended, and support its au-
thority by this one alone. In the time of Constan-
tine it had ascended the throne of the Roman Em-
pire, and during the whole period of the Dark Ages
it maintained its supremacy from the chair of St.
Peter; but now it had ascended the throne of the
Most High. And thus a day which God ‘com-
manded not nor spake it, neither came it into’ his
“inind,” was enjoined upon mankind with all the au-
thority of his holy law.”’— Andrews's flistory of the
Sabbath, pp. 479, 480.

R
el ¢ Pon-

GOD OR MAN: WHOM SHALL WE TRUST?

BY E. LANPHEAR.

Gop says: “The seventh day is the Sabbath of
the Lord thy God.” Rx. 20:10.

Man says: *“Sunday, or the first day, is the Sab-

bath.” ’

Christ says: “The Son of man is Lord also of the
Sabbath.” Tauke 6:5. Again: “The Sabbath was
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath ; there-
fore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.”
Mark 2:27, 28.

The church, cspecially the Roman, says that it is
lord of the Sabbath, and assumes “‘to change times
end laws.”  Dan. 7:2b.

« (Christ says: “Think not that I am come to de-
stroy the law or the prophets. I am not come to
destroy, but to fulfill.”” Matt. b:17.

Man says: ¢ Man has an immortal soul, or nat-
ural immortality in his creation.”

Paul, in speaking of the “blessed and only Po-
tentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords,” says,
“ Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light
which no man can approach unto,” ete. 1 Tim 6:
16. He also confirmg the same idea in chap. 1:17,

Paul says to the Corinthians: * For this corrupti-
ble must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality.” 1 Cor. 16:53. For proof
that immortality is something to be sought for, and,

.if obtained, to be put on at the resurrection and the
final vietory over death, sce Rom, 2:7,

-

Let the reader read the conclusion of this matter ;"

“ Blessed are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life; and may en-
tex in through the gates into the city” (Rev. 22:
14) ; and now the cloging testimony, found in verses
18, 19: “If any man shall add unto these things,
> Glod shall add unto him the plagues that are written
in this book ; and if any man shall take away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
. take away his part out of the book of life, and out of
the holy city, and from the things which are written
in this book.”
Paul says also to the Romans: “ For what ifsome
did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith
)

of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be
true, but every man a liar.” Rom. 3:3, 4.

And yet the majority of the church and mankind
are teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
Who shall stand in the great day of accounts?
“Let him who thinketh he standeth, take heed lest

he fall.”
@he Christian Zife.

YIf any man have not the Spirit of Christ he 18 none of his."

GOD'S THOUGHTS NOT OUR THOUGHTS.

Gon’s thoughts are not as our thoughts; we look on,

Dreading to climb some mountain far away,

Counting the sharp stones on its hideous way.

He cares for our small troubles, day by day
Smoothing them down,

We keep our patience for our greater cares,

And murmur, unrepenting, o’er the less,

Thinking to show our strength in our distress;

His patience with our hourly fretfulness
Still gently bears.

God’s ways are not as our ways; we lay down

Schemes for his glory, temples for our King,

Wherein tribes yet unborn may worship him;

Meanwhile, upon some humble, secret thing
He sets his crown.

We travel far to find him, seeking still,
Often in weariness, to reach his shrine,
Ready our choicest treasures to resign!
He, in our daily homes, lays down the line,—

“ Do here my will.”’ J B AB
—dJ. E. A. Brown.
— e o— 4

FINISHING OUR ALLOTTED WORK.

WHEN our Lord came to the end of his life, he
looked back upon his course and*found that he had
fulfilled his mission and finished his allotted life-work.
Notone duty had been left unperformed. There had
been nothing neglected, nothing forgotten, nothing
half done. eath did not come upon him, as it does
upon so many, in the midst of unfinished tasks,
There was no wild feverish haste in his last hours to
get ready to go. - Everything was accomplished.
His was a completed life, without a defect.

No fallen man can live such a life as Christ lived.
The best of us, at our best, will leave many things
undone that we ought to have done, and will do
many things that we ought not to have done. The
most complete life-work is but a fragment at the end,
with a blotted record. Yet every one of us should
faithfully endeavor to make our life-work as complete
as possible. It may be worth while for us to look
over the story of Christ’s life, to see how he lived so
as to leave a completed work. :

In the first place,”all through his life he had one
desire only—to do his Father's will. At the early
age of twelve we hear him say, ‘“Wist ye not that I
must be about my Father’s business ?” These words
give the tenor of his whole life. Moment by moment
he took his work from his Father’s hand. He made
no plans of his own ; he knew there was a part in the
great plan for him, and he wished only to accomplish
that.

If we would finish the work which God has given
us to do, we must do God’s will day by day. Our
ambition should be, not to do some great thing to bring
fame, but simply to learn what our part is in God’s
plan, and to do it. We have a definite work allotted
to us, and we can learn what it is only by ever look-
ing up into our Master's face and asking, ‘‘What
shall 1 do now?” How simple this would make all
life ; no feverish struggling, no fierce ambitions, no
wild endeavors; just the quiet, faithful, unquestion-
ing doing of God’s will hour byhour! Yet thisis the
only way to make sure that our allotted work will be
done. Any disobedience of God’s commands will
cause & blemish. -Any allotted duty not taken up
will leave a break. Any choosing of our own way
rather than his, any failure to do faithfully the work
of the day, will mar the completeness of our life-
work.

For another thing, Christ counted nothing small
which his Father gave him to do. For thirty yecars,
with divinity stirring in his breast, with his mighty
powers ready for any task, he stayed quistly in his na-
tive home, subject to his parents, a dutiful child, an
active youth, a faithful artisan. That was the Fa-
ther’s will those years, so he thought of nothing else.
All through his life he showed the same attention to
the smallest thing as to. the greatest. ‘The greatest
thing we can do any hour, is God’s will. No matter
how small the task given for the moment, the great-
est deed possible would not be half so great. If your
duty is to care for or comfort a little, child, and in
stead ‘of that you go and preach to five thousand peo-
ple in words as eloquent as Chrysostom’s, you have

-simply exchanged a truly great thing for one very

small.

Some persons chafe because in their circumstances
they cannot do much for God. A mother, oceupied
with her little children, laments that she has no time

nor leisure for God’s work. Does she not know that
caring well for her children is God’s work ? For her,
for the time at least, there ts nothing in the world so
great. Organizing missionary meetings, speaking at
conventions, attending Dorcas socleties, writing
books, painting pictures,—these are all beautiful
things when God gives them ; but if the mother neg-
lects her children to run after these, she has simply
put out of her hands the largest things to take up
those that are small. In other words, what the Mas-
ter gives is always the grandest work any one can do.

There are some who can finish the work given
them to do, not by busy, active ministries, but by pa-
tient waiting and submission. By reason of physical
illness or weakness, they are unable to take their
Place among thoge who strive and toil in the vine-
yard. God never assigns impossible service to any
one. It is the mission of such to live out in sweet
beauty of soul, in holy trust, in uncomplaining resig-
nation, in cheerful patience, the will of God. The
temptation in lives of this kind is to fret over their
sceming uselessness, and to long for strength to be
active in work for Christ. But we must remeinber
that it is what Qod gives us to do that we are to do.
In broken health and physical feebleness, his' will is -
not toil, but joyful submission and glad trust. One
of these sufferers has written :—

“I know not how this languid life
May life’s vast ends fulfill;
He knows, and that life is not lost
That answers best his will,

“ No service in itself is small,
None great, though earth it fill;
But that is small that seeks its own,
And great that seeks God’s will.”!

Another rule in Chrigt’s life was always to do each
day’s work in its own day; that is, he simply and
quietly finished his work as he wentalong. Never at
the close of any day was there anything of that day’s
work left undone. Here is a great secret of true and
complete living. Duties come to us one by one,
something for each moment. If we do them at all,
we must do them just as they come. We cannot go
back to-day to do what we failed to do yesterday.
Each duty must be done in its own time, else it can
never be done at all. Omissions or failures in any
day’s particular work, must remain onissions or fail-
ures forever. ILife is a web, and duties are the
threads. If you miss a thread to-day, the loom goes
on, and the web rolls by ; but the place of the missed
thread remains unfilled, and there is a blemish that
can never be removed. Would yon' have the web
perfect at the last ? Then miss no single thread as it
rolls by; never throw an empty shuttle; do each
duty in its moment. i
- It was thus that Christ finished his work. Each
setting sun saw that day’s work done., Then when
the last day came, he had nothing to do but that one
day’s work. There was no rushing back to finish a
thousand unfinished tasks. There was no lament
over wasted hours and neglected opportunitics.
There was no passionate cry for another hour of time
to finish the work. There was no wild endeavor to
do a life-work in a few feverish days. Calmly he
came toward the end, saying, “I have finished the
work which Thou gavest me to do.”

It is & solemn fact that we liave just time enongh
given to ug in which to complete our allotted work
by employing every minute in faithful duty. A day
lost anywhere will leave an unfinished work at the
end ; and when death finds us with our work unfin-
ished, it must remain forever incomplete. .

In the Spanish gallery of the Louvre in Paris, there
is & great picture which represents a monk seated at
a table busily writing. The legendis this: This man
had been indolent and careless in the composition of
his own biography, and while it was incomplete he
suddenly died. Years after, this book was discov-
ered, and it was demanded of Death that the writer
might come back just to finish a few pages. The pe-
tition was granted ; and there at his strange work the
artist has given us his profile. Ho is not a live nan,
nor yet a dead man, but a corpse raised into a sort of
passionate haste of life. No alluremnent can draw his
pen from his paper ; his eye glares, htis hand quivers
with feeling, as he dashes down the sentences line
after line.

The picture is most wierd and strange, but never
true. No one can ever return to do the work he
neglected to do in his allotted years. If we are to
have everything finished when our day closes, we
must begin early, and fill each hour. We cannot
squander half our life, and then hope to have & com-
pleted work in the end. We must let no day pass
with its duties negleclted. We must, from childhood
till death, do the things that please God; then we
shall have nothing to do' in the last hour but sweetly
and peacefully to fold our hands upon our breast,
and Dbreathe out our spirit into God’s hands.— 7'he
Free Ohurch of Scotland Monthly. :

Hopr for nothing from this world, and your souli
will enjoy rest.

@Gop makes the glow-worm as certainly as he made
the star ; the light in both is divine. If mine be an
earth-star to gladden the wayside, I must cultivate
humbly and rejoicingly its green earth-glow, and not
seek to blanch it to the whiteness of the stars that lie
in the fields of blue. :

.)-uyg .
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" Thefel(ls are white alreadq ‘to harvest, ”———dohn 4:86.

BATTLE CREEK, MICH., MAY 15, 1887.'
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AN INAPPROPRIATE FIGURE.

In the Brooklyn Tabernacle, April 10, T. De Witt
Tahnage preached an Baster sermon. The subject,
of course, was the resurrection. But Mr. Talmage
and his people hold a doctrine which completely nnl-
lifies that of the resurrection, making it extremely
diflicult to flnd any place for the latter, or to use any
appropriate figures to illustrate it. That doctrine i3
the view that the soul is immortal, that the dead are
consclous, that at death people enter upon their re-
wards or punishments in heaven or liell, in an en-
Iarged state of being, freed from any material phys-
ical clogs or fetters. If this is so, why should the
soul ever come back to cumber itself again with its
‘bodily impediment ? Thig is the difficult question
they have to answer; but they must answer it some
way, for the Bible doctrine of the vesurreetion is too
plain to be ignored ; hence the immortal-soul theory
must either be abandoned, or in some way be made
to harmonize with it. The latter feat Mr. T. under-
takes to accomplish, and this is the figure he uses to
illustrate it +—

“We shall have no more to do with (]eath than we
have with the cloak-room at & governory’s or presi-
dent’s levee, We stop at such cloak-room and leave
in charge of a servant our overcoat, our overshoes,
our outward apparel, that we may not be impeded in
the brilliant ronnd of the drawmg room. Well, my
friends, when we go out of this world, we are going
to a King's banquet and to a reception of M()nmchs,
and at the door of the tomb we leave the cloak of
flesh and the wrappings with which we meet the
storms of this'world. At the close of an earthly re-
ception, under the brush and broom of the porter, the
cont ar hat may be handed to us better than when
we resigned it, and the cloak of humanity will hmlly
be returned to us nnpmved and brightened and puri-
fled and glorified.”

This sounds very nicely. and the figure works quite
well for awhile ; but on a little thought some consid-
erations arise which seem to interfere somewhat with
its consistency. The drawing-room signifies heaven;
the overcoat, overshoes, and oufward apparel signify
this body, which we leave at the grave as, in our dis-
embodled state, we enter heaven.  But—we wear our
overcoat, overshoes, etc., only because, in going to
the reception, or the levee, we are exposed to unfa-
vorable condition of ground or weather, and to pro-
tect ourselves therefrom.  And we assume these outer
garments again only when we are again going out to
be exposed once more to these unfavorable clements,

Now according to Mr. T.’s view, when we assume
agnin our bodies in the resurrection, which we laid
off at denth to go to the King’s banquet, is it to come
into a condition of being again as unfavoralle as that
which we now occupy ?—OL, no! we never come
into this condition of heing again, but after getting
our bodies go right back again into heaven, to re-
main there forever. Then we ask in all seriousness,
Why come back for our bodies at all? Why do we
need them there in the drawing-voom any more after
the resurrection than we needed them for the years
we were there before the resurrection ¢

To make the figure consistent, he should be able to
show that after the gucsts have been for awhile in the
drawing-room at the governor’s or president’s levee,
---long enough for the servants to brush up the gar-
ments loft with them, then they should return and
re-array themselves in those garments, and again ap-
pear in the drawing-room, bundled up, prepared to
fuce the chilling wind or driving storm, and then go
on,with the brilliant rounds of the drawing-room for
a much longer time than before, in this cumbered
condition. Who ever heard of a reception managed
in this way ? And applying this figure to the future
state and the heavenly world, we ask again, What
possible need of the resurreetion body, according to
the popular view 7 After the body is once well dis-
posed of, and we enter disencumbered into the heav-
enly drawing-room, prepared to go through all lts
briliant rounds and appreciate all its beauty and
blessedness, and that is to be our abode forever, why
trouble ourselves about our old bodies any more ?

What need of overcoats and overshoes then? Does
the condition of that reception-room.deteriorate, the
fires go out, the windows blow in, the floors become
damp, so that we need these things to make us com-
fortable ?

Again, Mr. T. seems to get somewhat confnsed as
to the intelligence of the different parts of which
man is composed. We are usually taught that the
body is only the material instrument which the soul
uses while in the present state, but that the soul alone
is the real conscious, intelligent being. But Mr. T.
has them both equally conscious, intelligent, and sen-
sible of their wants ; for he says:—

‘““And so when the world’s last Easter morning

shall come, the soul will descend, crying, ‘' Where is |

my body ?” and the body will ascend, saying, - Where
is my soul ?°”

So, according to this, the body knows when the
soul is gone, and cries out for it, and the soul knows
the body is lacking, and cries out for that, and yet is
perfectly happy in the spirit world without it. Which,
then, is the intelligent man ? or have we two together ?
Then it seems the man must know more and be in &
more perfect condition when they are nnited than
when separated.

The fact is, popular theology is wholly out of joint
with the Seriptures on this subject. It is involved in
radical and irreconcilable error. Paul says he did
not desire to be unclothed, but clothed upon; not to
remain in this mortal state, nor to be nnclothed, that
is, unconscious in the grave, but to Dbe clothed
upon,—to have that Immortality which ushers ns
into the next state of being. He knew of but two
bodies : the vatural, which we possess now, and the
spiritual, which is given us in the resurrection. 1Cor.
15:44. Hence there are but these two states of being.

With this view all is harmony ; but with what has
been and still Is to some extent the popular view, as
represented in the sermon here referred to, logic is
continually running off the track, and metaphors con-
stantly getting mixed. U. 8.

‘ —————

GOD’S WAYS ARE PERFECT.

TgE plan which God devised for human redemptlon
is perfect ; and his work, in earrying out that plan,
is perfect. He does nothing in vain. He does not
drop one line of work, and take up another plan of
operation, He does not pull down what he has built
to build greater, or on a different foundation. His
work moves right onward ; the past is a foundation
for that which is to follow.

The Old Testament is a foundation for the New;
the New is built upon the Old. ‘“The foundation of
apostles and prophets” is the same. Jesus Christ is
the chief corner-stoné of both Testaments—of all rev-
elation. The voice of God in both is in perfect har-
mony. The New Testament records the fulfillment,
in part, of the prophecies of the Old. . Still God’s
work is progressive. There are promises in both Tes-
taments yet to be fulfilled ; and God still lives, and is
fulfilling his word of promise. He has not promised
evermore to be silent, but is still at liberty to give the
ingpiration in the fulfillment of his promises to the
end. But whatever words or works he inspires will
be in harmony with all hie has said or done in the past.
“To the law and to the testimony : if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no light
in them.”

In both Testaments God has promised a warning to
the world of the near approaching of the coming day
of wrath. Joel 2:1; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 14:6-12
The work of God in fulfilhnent of the promised warn-
ing began more than forty years ago, and is going
forward to-day. The work of the final message of
warning (Rev. 14 : 9-12) is spreading abroad and en-
circling the earth. Yet therc are multitudes, who are
called Adventists, who ignore the fulfillment of these
divinely promised and Heaven-inspired messages.
They profess to be looking for the soon-coming advent
of the Lord, and yet take no notice of the fulfillment
of these promised warnings, now being leralded in
several languages in almost every quarter of the earth,
They reject, or at least ignore, the past facts of the
history of our own times, which are the foundation of
all true and sk:rip!;ural Adventism for this time, and
are bnilding in the air without a foundation. All
who are following the plan of the work which God
devised and revenled, have a use for all the past his-
tory of the work. Nonue are now scripturally Advent-
ists who have no use for the work done in the proc-
lamation of the doctrine from 1840 to 1844,

The. 2800 days of Dan. 8:14 furnished a funda-
mental argument in the proclamation of the advent

at hand up to 1844, when they ended. Now there
are plenty of what are called pre-millennial Advent
igts, who have no use for that prophetic period what-
ever. That it is certainly now ended, no one can dis-
pute with any show of argument. Yet this flrm pitlar
of the advent faith in 1840 is utterly ignored. Per-
haps the reader may reply to this as a certain minister
once did to the writer, when referred to the evidence
that those days were ended. Said he, ** What if the}, .
are ended ?”

Well, my friend, if they are ended, something of
momentous importance to you and all the world is
transpiring—the Sanctuary of the new covenant is be-
ing cleansed as promised in the text. Wonld God
foretell a work to be done in the future, and appoint
a time for its commencement more than two thouvsand
three hundred years beforehand, and yet that work
be one of trivial importance? The cleansing of the
Sanctuary is no less a work than the consummation of
the atonement, the blotting out of the sins of all the
suved, from first to last, involving the work of the In-
vestigative Judgment, ‘which takes place before the -
Ancient of days in heaven, before the advent to earth.
Dan. 7:9. Therefore when the period did end in
1844, a message was heard in all the earth,—‘ Fear
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
Judgment is come.” Rev. 14:7, This voice é
‘heard, for “‘the sound went into all the earth.,” Ts'it
so soon forgotten ? Ilere began the fulfillment of the
final warnings, which are now being proclaimed in al-
most every quarter of the earth.

Is it not strange that people professing to be stu-
dents of prophecy, and looking for the coming of
Christ, shonld ignove these plain predictions and their
evident fnlfillment, which must lie at the very foun-
dation of all scriptural warning of the near approach
of that all-important event ? God’s word being true,
these prophetic warnings must be preached just be-
fore the day of wrath and the coming of Clirist: and
it 1s evident from the nature of things that these sol-
emn warnings will constitute the leading theme of all
who shall be intrusted with the closing work: of the
gospel. Christ will not come until these messages
have been proclaimed with a “‘loud voice.” But we
can sec the third and last message rapidly rising to
that point, Soon the work will be closed, and then
the flat will go forth, “He that is unjust, let' him be
unjust still : and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still ; and he that is righteous, let. him be righteous
still ; and he that is hioly, let him be holy still.  And,
behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is with me,
to glve every man according as his work shall be,”

R. F. 0.

s L o m—

» THE SATANIC ORIGIN OF SPIRITUALISM.

IN our last issue we gave a few facts rvegarding
Spiritualism as predicted by prophecy, nnd relating to *
its origin, and also to its-deceptive work in the earth,
We have shown thnt its power is manifested through
various agencies, through those of high or low de:;
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gree ; often through little children who cannot read "/
through simple-minded youths, or persons Z‘{

or write ;
of less than ordinary intelligence, until brought under %
the infiuence of this remarkable power.
telligence is manifested which cannot be accounted for
by any known laws of mental phenomena. This §
would suxely come under the head of & new kind of 3‘
“jugglery.”

But there is another phase of this subject whlch we ~
wish to notice as special evidencc of its satanic ori-
gin, and which distinguishes it from every other
manifestation of trigkery known to men. We refer
to the system of doctrines it puts forth to the world.
Mere trickery for the purpose of deception always
gives cvidence of its earthly origin. It does its work
for money-making purposes, for present notoriety, and
for merely the gratification of the senses.

While these reasons may be connected with Spirit-
ualism, and no doubt are often seen, yet there is a
deep design manifested in connection with it to sub-
vert the great principles of morality and religion, and
to break down all fear of God, and destroy true ptet
from the earth. This removes it a long way f G‘;
any mere sleight-of-hand trickery. This shows it to
be a grand system of error and satanic cunning in-
tended to undermine and destroy the rellgion of the
Bible. Let us notice a few declarations of its princi-
ples by its prominent advocates :—

“When spirits begin to speak with man, he must |
beware that ue believe nothing that they say; for

nearly everything they say is fabricated by them,

and they lie—they will tell so many les that & man 4

Y
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would be astonished,”—Swedenborg, in Banner of
Light, March 20, 1869.

‘When Pres. Mahan took a Spiritusalist book to the
Spiritual Telegraph office, and asked Mr., Brittan and
Dr. Underhill concerning it, they said: <“ We are not
responsible for the sentiments, only for its origin.
‘We do not take the testimony of spirits as reliable.

J . We would not rely upon the responses of any me-

dium.”

Said the Crucible, April 28, 1871: ‘“We have
learned that, do the best we can, it is impossible to
find a medium that can always be made to speak the
truth. We can often make them tallk eloquently, and
sometimes logically ; but no one can be always made
to talk truthfully.” Thug we sce that they are all ly-
ing spirits by their own confession.

It is notorious that Spiritualists almost universally
deny the Bible. Says A. J. Davis, Nature is “‘the
true and only Bible :” and Dr. Hare, ““The notions de-
rived from the gospel are vague, disgusting, inaccu-
rate, and difficult to believe.”—Spirdualism Scientiflc-
ally Demonstrated, p. 209, Says a spirit claiming to be
Rev. John Moore, ““I cunnot believe one word of itis
the word of God.”

They deny Christ.  ““The miracnlous conception of
Clhrist is merely a fabulous tate.”—Spiritual Lele-
graph, No, 372.  “Do you hold that Jesus Christ was
superior to any other man that ever lived ?—Ah no;’
I certainly do not.”— Bunner of Light, Feb, 5, 1870.

They deny God. 'W. I, Jamieson says, “I do not
believe in a personal God. . No great Firgt Cauge, no
Creator.  Space and the worlds, or the matter com-
posing them, hever were created, never necded a
First Cause.” Said the Orucible, April 292, 1871, “A
personal God would be a monstrosity.  There is not
and cannot be a Supreme Spirit even.”

They deny all distinction of right and wrong.
Says A, B. Child, “The divine use of the ten com-
mandments is in their violation, not in their observ-.
ance.” A, J. Davis says, “Unto God there is no er-
ror; all is comparative good.” “* Sin, in the common
acceptation of that term, does not really exist.”—Nat. |
Div. Rev., pp. 5, 81, J. 8. Loveland, once a Method-
ist minister, says, “With God there is no crime;
with man there is.  Crime does not displease God,
= but it does man.  God is in the darkest crime as in
the highest possible holiness. He is equally pleased
in elther case.” No wonder Dr. P. B. Randolph,
who had been a medium for eight years, said he be-
lieved Spiritualism‘ to be the most tremendous enemy
of God, morals, and religion, that ever found foot-
hold on the earth.” We could easily multiply such
quotations a thousand-fold.

But let no one suppose such statements are put
forth at once. when trying to make converts. These
are the doctrines of those who have become most
deeply imbued with it.  They talk very eloguently
upon firgt gotting converts, and present everything
that looks attractive, till one comes fully under the
influcrice of these “lying spirits.” Then the real ani-
mus of this system of cerror is shown.

Who can suppose for a moment that such a gigan-
tic system of crror as this hag shown itself to be,
deepty affecting socicty at large, reaching thousands
of those in the higher walks of life, Tcaching minis-
ters of the gospel, and breaking down their faith in the
Bible and all they had held dear, believed in by men
of great mental powers, and working its way every-
where among the great men of the earth, was origi-
nated by a few sleight-of-hand performers ? It is no
doubt true that multitudes who have become believ-
crs, as well as those who have merely become inter-
ested in it, do not realize the atheistic tendency of
this mongter delugion. This tendency is kept in the
background, and will be till the masses are beyond
the reach of God’s Spirit. 7 And any one who cares to
investigate the matter can easily perceive the effect
of this doctrine.

Who can fail to see here a gigantic scheme on the
part of Satan to ruin the human family ? Its teach-
ings are most cunningly contrived to lull the con-
science to sleep, flatter the poor victim thathe isinno
danger of retribution if he sins ever so wickedly, and
gives full.run to unlawful desire till probation is for-
ever past. How great is the danger, then, of those
who think this is merely a matter of jngglery ! Such
need to examine this matter more thoroughly, Here
is a sign of the last days already largely devel-
oped, and about ready to do its great work of ruin,
Let us read and understand the snre word of
prophecy, and be prepared for what is coming on the
earth. G 1 B,

SIN AND ITS PENALTY.

‘WaAT is the penalty for sin? In the teachings of
the Bible there is no uncértainty in this matter,
They plainly inform us that “the wages of sin is
death ;" and that ““ Christ died for our sins.” Rom.
6:28; 1 Cor. 16:8. As sin is the transgression of
the law, death, the wages of sin, is its penalty; and
as Christ died for our sins, the penalty was laid upon
him for our sake. Now that ““Christ died” is not
only plainly declared in the Scriptures, but it is a
fundamental truth in the gospel system; for it is
easy to show that, if Christ did not die, there can be
no atonement and no redemption. It appears evi-
dent, then, that those who assert that Christ did not
suffer the penalty of the law, do not so assert because
the fact is not revealed in the Bible ; but as before
intimated, because of certain difficulties supposed to
lie in the way of that fact. These difficulties are con-
cerning the nature of the penalty—death.

It is assumed that death, the penalty of transgres-
sion, is threefold in its nature, consisting of temporal,
spiritual, and eternal death. If this assumption were
true, I should at once give up the atonement as a
thing impossible. Yet it has been advanced by men
of eminence, and incorporated into works recog-
nized as standard. Let us examine it.

1. The death of man is temporal only by reagon of
a resurrection. But the resurrection belongs to the
work of Christ, and as his work was not necessary or
a subject of promise till after the transgression, it can-
not have any place in the nnnouncement of the pen-
alty. When death was threatened to Adam, it was
not said that he should die temporally, spiritually,
and cternally ; nor that he ghould die a first or sec-
ond death; nor the death that never dies; but that
he should surely die. It was death—simply death.
Had not a promise been given afterward, of ‘‘the
seed” to bruise the serpent’s head, it would necessa-
rily have been eternal death. But Christ, introduc-
ing a resurrection for Adam and his race, causes it to-
be temporal. But since this time, this death, tem-
poral, has not been the penalty for personal trans-
gression. This Is evident for two reasons: (1) In-
fants die who never have transgressed ; and (2.) in the
Judgment, we stand to answer for our deeds, and the
second death is inflicted for perspnal sin. But on
those who are holy ‘‘the second death hath no
power;” the penalty does not reach them. 8o it
appears the death we now die is occasioned by
Adam’s transgression, and is rendered temporal by
the second Adam, and comes indiscriminately upon
all classes and ages, thus precluding the idea that-it
is now & penalty, except as connected with that first
transgression, in which we are involved only by rep-
resentation.

2. Spiritual death cannot be a penalty at all. A
penalty is an tnfliction to meet the ends of justice.
But spiritual death i a state of sin, or absence of ho-
liness; and to say that God inflicts unholiness upon
man is not only absurd, but monstrous. That is con-
founding the crime with its punishment. God does
not make man wicked or sinful as an infliction ; but
man inakes himself wicked by his own actions, and
God punishes him with death for his wickedness.

Again, there will be a resurrection of the deadiloth
of the just and the unjust; for as in Adam all die,
even,so in Christ shall all be made alive. Now if the
penalty upon Adam included spiritual death, the res-
urrection through the second Adam would be to spir-
itual life, or holiness ; and if all were restored to spir-
itual life through Christ, there would be none to fall
under the second death; for it falls not on the
“blessed and holy.”

8. The wages of sin is death ; and as the death of
Adam became temporal by reason of a resurrection, so
we may say that the infliction for personal sing, the
second death, i8 eternal, because no resurrection will
succeed it. ‘Thus it appears plain that from the be-
ginning death was the penalty of the law of God, cir-
cumstances determining the duration of it, This
view, which is in strict harmony with the Bible,
really removes all difficulty in regard to Christ’s hav-
ing suffered the penalty due to sin.

But another difficulty is presented to us by giving
an extraordinary deflnition to death; it is said to
mean elernal misery. But on examination of this,
the diffienlty will be entirely on the side of those
who present it.  Though I am free to confess that
if the definition is correct, there is an insurmount-
able difficulty, involving the whole doctrine of the
atonement, and making it utterly imposgible for God
to be just, and also the justifier of him that believeth
in Jesus,

“is threatened and luflicted upon the unjust.

First, I say, then, that if the signification of death
is *“eternal misery,” Christ never died at all; and
then all the Scriptures that say ke déed are untrue;
and thus the atonement would be proved impossible,
and further consideration of it wonld be useless.
But admitting the Scripture testimony. that the wages
of gin 7s death, and that Christ déed for sin, we
have the Seriptural view of the term death, utterly for-
bidding such an unnatural and forced construction of
a plain declaration.

Secondly, if the correct definition of death is
eternal misery, the relative terms, first and second,
as applied to death before and after the resurrection,
are used absurdly. For how can there be a first
and second eternal misery ? Sin entered into the
world, and death by sin ; and death passed upon all
mén., But the very fact that man may be resur-
rected, released from death, as the Scriptures teach,
clearly proves that the Scripture use of the.term
J‘death” is entirely different from the theological
use,” as given above. .

And, thirdly, if death means eternal misery, then
that is the penalty of the law : but as- Christ did
not suffer it, and the redeemed will not suffer it, so
it follows that justice is never vindicated by the
infliction of the penalty, either upon them or a sub-
stitute ; and thus justice is suspended, not satisfied :
and Christ’s death (if it could with any reason be
called so) is not truly vicarious. As I have before
considered, justice demands the infliction of the
penalty of a just law; and as God is unchangeable
and infinitely just, the penalty will surely .be in-
flicted upon the transgressor or his substitute, But
the above view makes it impossible. According to
that, mercy does not harmonize with justice, but
supersedes it ; and God’s justice is not manifest in
justifying the belicver. The sum of the matter is
this : that if the penalty be eternal misery, then all
that have sinned must suffer it. and be eternally

miserable, or else the demands of the law are never _

honored. But the flrst would result in universal
damnation, ’and the other would degrade the gov-
erument of God, and contradict both reason and
Seripture. o ’ :

This detinition of death has been adopted of ne-
cessity to conform to the popular idea of the inherent
immortality of man ; yet it involves a contradiction
in those who hold it. For it is claimed fhat the
wicked are immortal and cannot cease to exist, and
therefore-the death threatened in the Scriptures is
something besides cessation of existence, namely,
misery. But immortality signifies exemption from
death; and if the Scripturnl meaning of death is
misery, and the wicked are immortal, or exempt
from death, they are, of course, exempt from misery !
The advocates of this theory do not mean to be
Universalists, but their position necessarily leads to
that result. )

It was well gaid by that great Christian philoso-
pher, John Locke, that ‘it secems a strange way of

understanding law which requires the plainest and-

mogt direct terms, that by death should be meant
eternal life in misery.” Life and death are oppo-
sites ; the first is promised to the justified, the second

life and misery are not opposites ; misery is a con-
dition of life. In everything but ‘theology” such
a perversion of language would not be tolerated, as
to make eternal misery and death, or even misery
and death, synonymous. Were I to Teport that a
man was dead because I knew him to be suffering
in much misery, it would be looked upon as trifling
—solemn mockery. With a cessation of life every
condition of life must cease.—J. II. Waggoner,

-l oho

“WE THINK” VS. “ WE KNOW.”

TrE following question and answer are found in the
Chyistian Commonavealth of December 9, 1886, and we
quote them as ilinstrating many of the answers to re-
ligious questions by present-day religious tcachers,
unlike many of the answers found in our esteemed
contemporaries :—

Ques.—* Can you inform me if departed spirlts
know anything of their friends on earth? Or have
they any knowledge of what is being transacted on
it ?

Ans.—*“ We think there can be no doubt about this
matter, There are many passages of Scripture that
clearly suggest it, while the case of the rich man and
Lazarus makes it almost certain.”

The editor says, ““ We think there can be no doubt ~
' about this matter.” Pnssages of Scripture suggest it,

But
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and ““the case of the rich man and Lazarus makes it al-
most certain” | Hardly worth while building on such
a foundation,—a ‘‘suggestion” and an ““almost.” No
sound system of interpretation would make a parable
or apologue the foundation of a doctrine. The same
rule of interpretation would, in the parable of the
rich man and Lazarus, make heaven in sight of hell,
the righteows beholding the torinents of the damned,
and the iatter praying for an immaterial (1) spirit (for
there are no others in heaven according to the com-
mon orthodox view) to dip his finger (1) in water (is
it also immaterial ?) and cool his tongue tormented in
flame! A lteral interpretation of Luke 16:19-21
makes nonsense of the word of God. Personifying
the dead and making them utter what their final des-
tiny wiil be when all ghall be judged and rewarded
(2 Pet. 2:9; Rov, 22:12; Matt. 16:27), makes the
parable a consistent one, and a feorcible lesson to the
proud, covetous Jews.

Passages ‘‘suggest” that departed spirits know
aught of their friecnds in the same way that the sixth
commandment suggests murder, or that life suggests
death, or righteousness suggests sin. 'The editor
says ‘“we think ;” may not we say we know the oppo-
site, that dcparted spirits do nof know anything about
their friends on earth ? 'The man healed by our Sav-
jour conld say, “Now we know that God heareth not
sinners.” How did he know ?—God had revealed it in
his holy Scriptures. See Ps. 18:41; 66:18, etal
8o we may know as regards this question because God
has revealéd it in his word What say the Script-
ures ? ' :

“The dead know not anything, neither have they
any more & reward ; for the memory of them is for-
gotten, Also their love and their hatred, and their
envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a
portion forever in anything that is done under the
sun.” KEccl 9:5, 6. Says the psalnist, “ His breath
gocth forth, he returneth to his carth; in that very
day his thoughts perish,” Ps. 146:4. And Job de-
clares of the dead, ‘“Ilis sons coine to honor, and he
knoweth it not; and thoy are broughtt*low, but he
perceiveth it not of them.” Job 14 : 21,

Such tcaching as is found in the above-quoted an-
swer from the Commonwealth is the very foundation
of modern Spiritualism, sud the Romish doctrines of
purgatory and invocation of gaints, with many others
equally false, equally pernicious. If our dead friends
know ali about us, why can they not converse with
us ? Itis only a step to such a conclusion, and such
a conclugion is fall-fledged Spiritualism. And de-
mons, taking advantage of this belief, come in the
garb of supposed departed spirits, and deceive those
who are not grounded in the truth of God.

God has warned us of these things, 1 Tim. 8;
2 Thess. 2:9, 10; Rev. 18:18, 14; and 16:18, 14,
He has also made known to us our true condition in
death as revealed in the foreg:oing quotations from the
Holy Scripturcs.  He has not left the “ mourner” com-
fortless, but has revealed to him something better than

- an “almost” or “ we think.” 1Thess. 4:13-18: *“But
I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concern-
ing them which are asleep, thal ye sorrow not, even as
otliers which have no hope. For if we believe that Je-
sus died and rose again, even se them also which sieep

"in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall
not prevent themn which are asleep.  For the Lord him-
gelf ghall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, sud with the trump. of God;
and the dead in Christ shall rise first : then we which
are alive and remain shail be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and
g0 shall we ever be with the Lord.” Waerefore com-
Sfort one another with these words.” 'Those who have a

- well-grounded hope-in the Lord Jesus Christ will God

bring with Christ from thé prison house of the dead.

Heb, 18 :20. * We know ” is better than ““ we think.”

— Present Truth. :

MzepITATE upon the promises of God. The prom-
ises are flowers, growing in the paradise of Scripture ;
meditation, dike the bee, sucks out the sweetness of
them. T épro ses are of no use or comfort to us tili
they are n‘zcvdit ted upon. For as the roses hanging in
the garde tve a fragrant perfume, yet their
sweet water is distilled only by the fire ; so the prom-
ises are sweet in rehding over, but the water of these
roses — the spirit and quintessence of the promises —
is distilled into the joul only by medisation.

InoeNse smells sweetest when it is poun(fed and
beaten.

THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH.

Tue first day of the week i3 commonly called the
 Christian Sabbath.” What are its claims to the title of
Sabbath, or holy day? God’'s word alone is able to en-
lighten us; as Dr, Adam Clarke, in hig ‘* Clavis Biblica,”
p. 64, observes: *‘ From this word all doctrines must be
derived and proved; and from it every man must learn
his duty to God, to bis nei hbor, and to himself,” To this
Book we appeai in the following propositions:—

1. There are only eight texts in the New Testament
which mention *the first day of the week.”

PRrooF: Matt, 28 :1; Mark 16:2, 9; Luke 24 :1; John
20:1,19; Acts2:7; 1 Cor. 16 2.

2. The fivst six texts refer to the same first day, the one
on which Christ rose from the dead. It was a day in
which labor was Herformed which the discipies would not
do on the Sabbath.

Proor: “ And they returned, and prepared spices and
ointments; and rested the Sabbath day according to the
commandment. Now upon the first day of the week, very
earlzr in the morning, they came unto the sepulcher, bring-
ing the splees which fhey had prepared, and certain others
with them [that t,hey migiht anointhim. Mark16:1].” Luke
23 .56 and 24:1, *“‘And, behold, two of them went that
same day to a viilage called Emmaus, whieh was from Je-
rusaiem about three-score furlongs.” Luke 24 :13-85,

3. The meeting of the disciples on that day was only a
family gathering, at their common lodging-house.

Proor: “And when they were come in, they went up
into an upper rogm, where abode both Peter, and Janes,
and John, and Ant’lrew, Plniig, and Thomas, Bartholo-
mew, and Matthew, James the son of Alpheus, and
ISinlxgn Zelotes, and Judas the brother of Jaines.”  Acts

4. They were met together with closed doors for fear of
the Jews, and not to honor the day.

Proor: “Then the saine day at evening, being the first
day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disei-
ples were assembied for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and

stood in the midst and saith unto them, Peace be unto |

you.” John 0 :19,

5, They did not meet to honor the day of Christ’s res-
urrection; for they did not believe he had risen. They
were frightened when they saw hiin, and he chided themn
for thelr unbelief,

ProoF: “ And they were terrified and affrighted and
snpfposed that they had scen a spirit.” Luke 24: 86, 37,
“Afterward he a&) peared unto the eleven as they sat at
meat, and upbratded them for thetr unbelief and hard-
ness of heart, because they believed mot them which had
seen him after he was risen.” Mark 16: 14, ’

Nore.—Thus we gather from the texts quoted and cited
above that the first day lsnot by any term indicated as
holy ; that the disciples, Instead of meeting together to
honor the day on which Christ rose from the dead, did not
belleve he had risen, They had met together at their
common abode, and were eating their evening meal.

6. The next meeting was on Monday or 'Tuesday; for
it was * after eight days ” from the first day.

PRrooF: ‘‘ And after elght days again his disciples were
within, and Thomas with_them; then came Jesus, the
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Deace
be unto you.” John 20:26, .

Norg.—It will be seen by comparlng 1 Chron. 9:26 with
2 Kings 11 : 6 that “after seven days” was just a week;
according to the same rule ¢‘after eight days’ would be
one day more than a week, which would bring the second

, gathering on Monday, ¢ After six days’’ (Matt, 16:28 and
17 :1) means “ about an eight days after.” Luke 9:27, 28,
ahoretm]"e the second meeting was not on the first day of

16 week,

¥, "The third meéting was on a fishing occasion.

Proor: *“ After these things Jesus showed himself
again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias,”: ' This is
now the third time that Jesus showed himself to his dis-
ciples, after that he-was risen from the dead.” See John

21: 1-14,

8. The only religions meeting recorded in the New Tes-
tament as having occurred on the first day of the week,
was heid Sunday eyening answering to our Saturday night,
aecordlug to the Bible rule of beginning the day at even-
ing. The light part of that Sunday the apostie Paul
spent In walking to Assos, twenty miles from Troas,
whita Luke and )ils companions took the boat around the
promontory, about twice as far. .

ProoF: * And upon the first day of the week, when the
diseipies came together to break bread, Panl preached
wnto them, ready to de{mrt on the niorrow; and eou-
tinued ltis speech until midnight.” “And we went before
to ship, and sailed unto Agsos, there intending to takein
Paul; for so he had .&pi)ointed, minding himself to go
afoot.” See Actg20:6-14.

Nore.—Paul could not have regarded the day as sacred,
using it ag he did for the Iaborious hill-journey to Assos.
Neither did Luke and his companions, who labored that
day in sailing round the promontory to Adsos, First-day
sacredness was therefore unknown to the apostles, Emi-
nent Bible scholars like William Prynne, Kitto, Dean Alford,
Calvin, Conybeare and Howson, agree In this,

9, The remaining text, instead of prov‘m% Sunda
sacredness, proves the opposite; the money was to be la
by at home.

ProoF: “Upon the first day of the week let every one
of you BY HiM In store, as God hath prospered him,
that there be no gatherings when I come.,” "1 Cor. 16: 2,

Nore.~—Groenfield In his lexicon transiates the Greek par
heauto, “ by one’s self,” 1. e, “‘at home.” Tihe Compre-
hensive Commentary, Albert Barnes, Matthew Henry,
Bloomfield, Olshausen, Robinson's lexicon, and all the
translations examined, give the same meaning, This s
the only eommand in the New Testament concerning the
:Irgt day of the week, and this command enjoins secular
abor,

10, Paul deciared that he kept back nothing that was
p%'ogt:&ble, and had not shunned fo declare all the counsel
of God.

Proor: * And how I kept back nothing that was prof-
itable nnto you, but have showed you, and have taught

ou publicly, and from house to house, testifying both to
{he ows aid also to the Greeks, repentance toward God,
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” ‘ ForI have
not shunned to deeclare unto you all the counsel of God.”
Acts 20:20, 21, 27,

.

Nore.—The above s the testimony of the great apostle to the
Gentiles ; yet In all his writings he says not one word con-
cerning a first-day Sabbath, or first-day sacredness, On
the other hand, he did testify that repentance was neces-
sary. Repentance I8 such sorrow for sin as will lead one to
turn away from sin (Matt. 8:8, margin); “sin Is the
transgression of the law* (1 John 8:4; Rom.7:7); and
the law is not made void but established through falth
{Rom, 3:31),

Né& %gﬁam?ﬁag} 38 mentionedif}sil’t;ymllne‘);l times in the

Ways a8 an y
once called J ewi'sl_l Saa i By Ay tonus which woutd
indicate that its dignity was lessened in any way.
also nsed as a day for
by the apostles.

Proor: See Acts 13: 42, 46; Acts 16 :21; Acts 16: 18;
and other scriptures,
12. It was Paul’s custom to preach on the Sabbath,

Proor ; “ And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto
them, and three Sabbath days res 1 with the
the Soripar e Sabbath 2.y asoned with them out of

It was,
preaching and religious meetings

" ¥1e worked af his trade through the *six working- -

days (Eze, 46: 1), and taught seventy-eight Sabbaths
suc. »ively in the Macedonian city of Corinth.

i‘ROOF : Acts 18:1-11, 'The first verse states that hoe
first found a Jew, an observer of the seventh day; * and
beettuse ie was of the same craft% he abode with them,
and wrought ; for by occupation they were tent-makers.’
. And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and
Persuaded the Jews and the Greeks,” Verses3,4. “And
he continued theve a year and siz months [18 Sabbaths),
teaching the word of God among them.” Verse 11

14, Jesus, our example, kept his Father's com -
ments; hen'cethesevenal-ﬁay abbath. command

Proor : * 1 haye kept my Father’s commandments, and
abide in his love.”  John 15: 10, * He that saith he abid-
eth In_him ou[]ht himself also so to walk, even as he
walked.” 1Joim2:86, ¢ Sinisthe transgression of the
law” (1 Johu 8: 4); but Christ * did no sin,” 1 Pet. 2: 92,

15. God created the world through Christ,

Proor : “By whom also he made the worlds.” Heb.
1:2 Seealsodohn1:1-8; Col. 1:16,17; 1 Cor. 8: 8, b

18, Therefore Christ made the Sabbath ; and the Sab-
batb is his day. -

Proor : ‘" Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of ti
Sabbath.,” Mark 2: 27, 0 of the

Nore.—Then the soventh day i3 not enly the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God, but the Sabbath of Christ as well. It s the
day of which Christ is Lord; therefore 1t Is * the Lord's
day,” Rev. 1:10, And yot it is not a < Christian ” Sab-
bath, but one obligatory ui)on all the race, the same as all
other moral laws,~-jaws which those who grotesa to be the
children of Ciulst and God are under double obligation to
keep, ““ For this ig the love of God, that we keep his com-
mandments ; and his commandments are not grievous,”
1John 6:38. Jesus says, *‘Blossed are they that do his
[the Father’s} commandments, that they may have right to
the tree of Ufe, and may enterin through the gates into the

city,” Rev, 22; 14,
M. C. Wircox,

Qemyemnwt Dutloak,

THE DRUNKARY'S SIN.

In the ancient castle of Nuremberg
Is a relic of despots’ sway, |
Invented by tyrants of ofden thnes
Ag o punishment for texribie crimes

Unknown at the present day.

In the chamber of torture underground
Stands an image with covered face,

With an iron cloak and an iron hood,

And woe to the man or woman who stood
A momenl in its embrace; ’

For the garments are lined with sharpened spikes
That swiftly and silently fold,

'Till the points press into the temple veins,

The eyebells ave pierced with a thousand pains;
The agony is untold.

Still closer and closer the clasp becomes,
Still deeper and deeper the woe,

TiHl the shrieks die out into stifled moans,

And a horrible mass of flesh and bones
Drops into the pit below.

I have thought this image of Nuremberg
Was a type of the drunkard’s sin,—

The fetters of habit that round him close,

The piercing of conscience in unrepose,
The dylug of hope within, ) '

Still closer and closer this death embrace
Enwraps the poor vietim in woe,
- And he who invited the demon’s clasp
Is only released from hisjiron grasp
To sink in the pit below.

I was wrong to say there is no refease,
No help for this evil. Ah! then
Christ were but an unmeaning sound to thee.
It were better, far better, for you and me
Our being had never been.
. —Mary Bratnard.
—_—— .

WINE AND THE BIBLE.—6.

BY J. H. KELLOGG, M., D.

- THOSE TEXTS WHIOH DISUOUNTENANOE THE
USE OF WINE AND FERMENTED LIQUORS,
As already remarked, having shown that two kinds
of wine are recognized in the Bible, one of which was
wholesome and the other harmful (though often re-

bath, or by any term which would

|
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ferred to by the same terms), it is most reasonable to
suppose that when wine is spoken of in terms of com-
mendation, that which was wholesome is referred to ;
and when the opposite terms are employed, the con-
trary kind of wine is meant. This principle should
be borne in mind in considering the following script-
ures, which are a few of those which condemn the
use of wine and strong drink :—

% Wine is a mocker, strong drink is rag(i)ng: and whosoever
: L

No language could hetter describe the real charac-

" ter of wine and strong drink than the words of the
wise man.  ‘“ Wine i3 a mocker,” or in other words, a
decciver. It deludes the drinker with the fancy that it
does him good, while it is all the time sapping his life
and leading him to certain ruin,

“ Woo nnto them that riso up early in the morning, that they

may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine

-inflante them!” “Isa, §: 11,

.. Thereis no solace here for the drunkard. Tn addi-
tion to the immediate ills which he brings upon himself

by his revelings, the Almighty has pronounced a woe
upon him.

“ For the drunkaerd snd the glutton shall come to poverty.”?,
Prov. 28: 21.

Hivery oné has scen the truth of this scripture re-

eatedly exemplified in the downward carcer of the

rinker, who sinks from had to worse, squanders hig

"property, and not infrequently dies at last in the

poor-house or on the public highway.

“ Who hoth wos? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions?
who hath habbling? who hath wounds without cause? who
hath redness of eycs?—I'hsy that larry long at the wine;
they that go to drink mixed wine”” Prov. 28: 29, 80,

The trutliful picture which Inspiration has here
drawn of the real experience of the drunkard is in
strong contrast with the glowing descriptions of de-
lightful exhilaration and pleagurable sensations which
the ‘tempter gives as the effects of alcohol, No one
who has carefully observed the effects of wine, wlll
dispute the accuracy of the inspired word,

*“Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giv-
oth his color in the cup, when it moveth itself aright, At the

- last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.”

Prov, 28 : 31, 32,

Holomon here gives a very precise description of fer-
mented wine, and then admonishes us that we should
not even ‘loolk upou it, much less taste it,  Surely,

. this is countenancing the most rigid total abstinence.

-~ How can moderate drjnkers who believe jn the divine

origin of the Bible, continue to indulge in oven the

- mildest fermented llquor, in the face of this admoni-
Jtion ? .

“But judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling-bleck {

- or an ooonsion to fall in hig brother's way.’”” Rom. 14 : 18.

This text does not mention wine, hut it is a very
powcerful rebuke to those moderate drinkers who
maintain that it is only the excess of wina that iginju-

- rious, and that so long as they indulge moderately, no
one has the right to question the propriety of their
course, Some persons may possess sufficient will-
_power to enable them to continue a coursc of moder-
“ate tippling for many years ; hut their example in us-
"ing wine will lcad to perdition manyless resolute per-
sons who have likewise hegun as moderate drinkers,
but, lacking power to control the appetite for drink,
end their carecr in drunkards’ graves. The Bible
makes the moderate drinker in a great degree respon-
isible for the sins and excesses of his weaker hrother
who fell through attempting to follow an example
which he lacked the power to fully imitate,

_{ Here are the qualities of good and bad wine con-

"tragted :—

BAD WINE, GOOD WINE,
! 1
Fermented, U
wfermented.
gg,”;‘?},’;i; loohol, (ontains no alcohol.
%ntoxicn(tiitt\)g. d Eri;?\lt%?i'::ﬁn
rodues ecay, ) .

ABy::lhOl o%"wrnﬂ{ Plt(;ldllced by natural
“Wine is a mocker.” ’ growth.

A gymbol of hlessing.

“Cheereth God and maun,”’

“Use a little wine for thy
stomach’s sake.”

“ Maketh the heart glad.”’

“ And he took the cup, and
ave thanks, and gave it to

, “Look not thou npon the
wine when it isred.”
v Btrong drink is’ mgmg."
“Poison of dragons.’
“Cruel venom of asps.”’
“Biteth like a serpent and
stingeth like an adder.””
“'Woe unto him that giveth
his neighbor drink, that put-
test thy bottle to him.”’

it.’
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FARMERS AND PROHIBITION.

\ ¥ Tur New Ere publishes the following extract from

‘a‘é;}'n address on ‘“ Agriculture as a Profession,” delivered
*at the Delaware County Institute, Jan. 15, 1887, by
T. R. Smith :—

“Do wo fully realize how intimately the liquor
questlon is connected with our success ? that the sa-
loon is as certainly rohhing us of our profits as the
thief who enters our cribs or smoke houses? The
most plausible theory of the deposits of gold and sil-
ver in our mountains is, that, being held in solution,

'

htzm saying, Drink ye all of

they were carried into the crevices of the rocks hy

tricity passing through the water.

“In a certain Eastern city, a manufacturer who
employs a large number of ‘men, paid out to his em-
ployees on Saturday night $1,299, and took the pains
to put his private mark on every hill. On Monday
evening following, $700 of this money had heen de-
posited in the hanks hy the saloon-keepers. If this
$700 had heen spent for beef, pork, flour, groceries,
clothing, and ‘hooks, can you not see that business
would improve, and your products would be in hetter
demand and hring hetter prlces ? If our wage-work-
ers were strictly temperate men, do you not see that
the gold and silver which they are digging in the
mines or earning in the mills would be deposited hy
that wondrous electrical current—love of wife and
children and home,—in all the legitimate avenues of
trade, causing’a business hoom unprecedented in our
history ?

“We dread strikes and lock-outs, hut -if we could
unite with Trade Unions, Knights of Lahor, and Pro-
hibitionists, and organize a stiike against the Ameri-
can saloon, we would find results better than a foreign
wag upon our produets, and the wage-workers would
find it better than an increase of wages or decrease of
hours of labor. We are responsible in a very impor-
tant sense for the fact that this enemy of our morals,
this corrupter of our youth, this debaucher of our
politics, this robher of our incomes, is permitted to
?ve and flourish, and wave his defiant hanner in our
aces,”

Zlotes fram the Hield.

Y .
“The field Is the world,”

I35~ Brief mention of work done and results accomplished
by Seventh-day Adventists, in different parts of the field,
according to reports received since our last fssue;—

j( Dagora.—Church - of ten members organized at
Huron,

Inprana.—B. F. Purdham reports a profitable series
of mectings at Hartford City.

WisconsiN,—Protracted meetings held at Mauston
result in awakening considerable interest and reclaim-
Ing several hacksliders,

Cororapo.—A company of five helievers reported
!at Maher, where also a Sahbath-school of thirteen
Kmembers Iias heen organized.

TLriNots.—Several new ‘members added to the
hurch at Rockford; a very encouraging report is
received from the church at Belvidere,

Arnxansas,.—Five new converts baptized at Spring-
dale ; the general meeting held at that place recently
was of unusual interest and encouragement. -

1 Sourn AmericA.—T. H. Gibhs gives an interesting
eport of his visit to Spanish and British Honduras,
where he found some helievers and others interested.

New York.—Encouraglng reports are received
from the missions at Alhany, Utica, Syracuse, Buffalo,
and Watertown ; a new church is heing completed at
Watertown.

Towa.—C. A. Waghhurn reports %}'oﬁtahle meetings
Kircld with the churches at Davis CH y and Kellerton ;
a church of twelve members was recently organized
hy him at Delphos.

NeBrasga.—Church at Silver Creek receives six-
%een new members ; meetings at Eudell result in nine
believers ; one family accept the truth at Battlebend,
also one at Merna.

VerMoNT.—Twelve new converts at Rochester as a
esult of mission work in that city ; encouraging re-
orts received from meetings beld at Willlamstown,

Corinth, Northfield, ete. .

NEw Zzananp.—A. G, Daniells reports the inter-
)Sst as increasing at Auckland, some twenty-five or
thirty persons having recently embraced the faith as
a result of the protracted meetings held there by him.

OnHI0.—At the general State meeting held at Co-
lumhbus plans were laid for carrying on the work in
that State the coming summer, which give promise of
a successful season ; J. 8. Iles and H. H. Burkholder
ordained to the work of the ministry.

s KANsAs,—Two new members added to the church
/%.t Oswego ; six new converts reported at Yates. Cen-
ter; haptism administered to seven converts at Buf-
falo ; church at Topeka has recently enjoyed a pros-
perous season ; special meetings being held'at Moline.

TenwEssEE,—Eld. J. M. Rees reports meetings at
&Jeﬁers, which weré accompanied by bitter opposition
and even persecution, himgelf and two of his con-
verts being suhjected to many cruel indignities, not-
withstanding which, however, the meetings resulted
in several converts,
MicnreaN.—Four new converts reported at Mason ;
7{)ne family of helievers reported at Escanaba, and two
at De Loughary ; meetings held at Greenwood result
in two new converts, and at Hatton in five believers;

six persons embrace the faith near Clare; two con-

streams of water, and deposited hy currénts of elec-

verts receive baplism at Bloomingdale ; a new church
is about to be built at Decatur ; H. M. Kenyon reports
& very encouraging state of matters in the churches in
his district ; church at Monterey received three new
members a few weeks since ; three converts at Cedar
Dale ; nineteen helievers baptized at Carlion Center,

Ghe @healogical Woyld,

....The pope has suggested to the Prussian bishops
the advisability of estahlishing a nunciature at Berlin
for Prussia.

....The Mormons have adopted the plan of having
women missionaries, and twenty-five arec at work in
East Tennessee.

....The New York State Legislature has passed the
Saturday-half-holiday hill, and the same is now a law
and in force in that State. : -

... The growing practice among Methodist ministers
of reading manuscript essays instead of preaching ex-
temporaneous sermons, is the subject of considerable
adverse criticism.

....Rabbi Rahinowitz, the Russian Jew whose con-
version to Christianity has led a large number of his
co-religionists in Bessarabia to follow him, is new in
Great Britain, exciting an interest in this wonderful
movement,

....The people in Formosa, instructed hy the mis-
gsionary of the Preshyterian Church of England, are
now giving practical proof of the value they put upon
religion, hy making arrangements to estahlish a mis-
sion of their own in the Pescadores Islands.

....The question of putting crucifixes in all the courts
of law in Quehec is agitating that provinee, though
this is not the first time the question has been raised.
The hill is at preseny hefore the Législature, and the
Protestant ministers have entersd a formal protest
against it.

....A committee of Baltimore olergymen have peti-
tioned President Cleveland to consider the propriety
of a change in the army regulations that will secure
to United States soldiers the privilege of o better ob-
servance of Sunday, and protect them against excess-
ive duties on that day.

....The *Paulist Fathers” (Roman Catholic) have
introduced a new feature into their worship—congre-
gational singing. A hymn book has heen provided
for the people. Some of the hymns are those com-
moniy used in Protestant churches, but altered when
necessary to meet Catholic requirements.

....The King of Popo, Dahomey, has written to the
Wesleyan Missionary Society, thanking them for
sending to his country the gospel of Christ, which he
and the sons of his people have joyfully accepted,
and saying he has granted land 'to the Wesleyan
Mission, on which he intends to huild a church.,

....FBriday, April 15, was the day for the general con-
ference of the Mormon Church, at Provo, Utah.
Communications touching the situation caused by the
Edmunds-Tucker hill were read from Presidents Taylor,
Cannon, and Smith, who from their hiding places cx-
horted the *Saints” to stand firm in the faith. The
epistles, however, were silent upon. the subjects of
polygamy and celestial marriages.

....A remarkable funeral took place at Nagasaki,
Japan, in December. The wife of the governor of
the province dicd, and though the governor is not
a Christian, and the services were to be held in -a
Buddhist temple, he earnestly requested an American
missionary to make an address in English. The
missionary consented, and for the first time in a
Buddhist temple, in the midst of Buddhist funeral
ceremonies, & Christian address was given and a Chris-
tian prayer offered.

....We clip the following significant item from the
N. Y. Independent: *“There was & time when Good
Friday. and Easter were recognized as church days
by only the Romnn Catholics, the Greeks, the Luther-
ang, and Episcopalians. Byt now Haster, at least, is
celebrated in most of the Protestant churches by
special services of song and unusual offerings of flow-
ers. In Brooklyn, several Preshyterian and Congre-
gational churches joined last year for the first time in
a communion service on the eve of Good Friday.”
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03~ That greatest of all popular delusions—Spirit-
ualism—is given further consideration by Eld. Butler
in this issue.

s P

{3 The history of a remarkable feature connected
with the Sabbath guestion, is dwelt upon in this is-
sue by Eld. Butler; viz., the origin and purpose of
the seventh-part-of-time theory.

@~ The current article from Eld. Smith on the
gecond coming of Clrist will be found especiallyin-
teresting, since it touches upon several quite preva-
lent theories on that subject. Read and ponder care-
fully.

.

=&~ In attempiing to evade the claims of the sev-
enth-day Sabbath, some otherwise well-meaning per-
sons bring forward the fact that as one circumaavi-
gates the globe he must drop or add a day to his
reckoning, ag the case may be, in order to be in har-
mony with the rest of the world when he gets back to
his sjarting-point. It is very strange that these same
persons cannot see that all that is said about this ques-
tion of longitude and the length of dnys applies to
Sunday as well as to the Sabbath,—to all days alike.
If there be any reason in the order of nature why the
Sabbath cannot be observed, that reason applies with
equal force to Sunday and every day. Any claim of
this kind charges God with folly in appointing any
day to be observed. The objection that some attempt
to sustain on this point is unworthy any intelligent,
consclentious individual,

—_——t e

CHRISTIAN PERFECTION NOT INFALLIBILITY.

Tar Scriptures represent it as possible for man to be
perfect. | “Mark the perfect man, and behold the up-
right ; for the end of that man is peace.” Ps. 87:87.
“Hast thou considered my servant Job, . . . a per-
fect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and
eschéweth evil 7 Job 1:8. “And they were both
righteous before God, ‘wnlking in all the command.
ments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.” Luke1:
8. These are divine testimonials to human perfection.
This perfection is not only possible, but it is required
Said Jesus, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” Matt. 5:48.

But this perfection is not infallibility. It is not to
be taken, when spoken of men, i an absolute sense,
as when attributed to God. All men are fallible.
God only is Infallible. Men of the best and purest
motives may ery in judgent. It is not'so with God.
He is perfect in motive and infallible in judgment.
If we look for men in this mortal state that are be-
yond the possibility of mistakes and errors, we shall
look in vain,

The perfect man of the land of Uz, after his scvere
trial, said, “Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer
thee ? I will Jay mine hand upon my mouth.” “I
abhior myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” The
perfect man had a new conversion, and was probably
a better man than before.

Human perfection may be illustrated by earthly
things in a state of progress. The blade of corn, when
_it first appears above the ground, may be perfect in
“the sense that it is just what it was designed to be at
that stage of development, while it is not the perfect
corn fully ripe. So the perfect man is in a state of
trial and progression, while in this mortal life. ““Now
we see through a glass, darkly”—‘we knowin part;”
“but when that which is perfect is come, then that
wlich is in part shall be done away.” “I know in
part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”
1 Cor. 13. R. F. C

. BIBLE TERMS FOR BIBLE DOCTRINEis.

»

Tur doctrines of the Seriptures are best expressed
in Scripture Ianguagc, and a doctrine that necessi
tates the use of other terms, is not to be accepted as
a Bible doetrine. Such terms as trintty, ransubstan-
tation, indulgence, penance, and purgatory are not nec-
essary to express any Bible doctrine. 'We can believe
all that the Scriptures say of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, and yet not belicve the strange and con-
tradictory ideas which men wish to convey by the
term #réune God. We can belicve that the Son of

God was with the Father before the world was ; that
by him the Father made the worlds; that he made
him equal with himself ; calls him God, saying, ‘“Thy
throne, O God, is forever and ever ;” that Christ is
the “ everlasting Father” of all his children, the re-
deemed ; and that he and his Father are one in crea-
tlon, redemption, and all their work ; and yet not be-
lieve that the two are only one person, TheSonisan
object of worship, because the Father has made him
such. ‘“‘Let all the angels of God worship him.”
Therefore, in worshiping ‘and honoring the Son, we
worship and honor the Father.

But I took my pen to object to the use of the term
“annihilation” to express the scriptural doctrine of
the destruction of the wicked. The terms of the
Scriptnres, “to die,” ““to perish,” “to be lost,” “to
be destroyed,” <“to be consumed,” ‘‘ to be burned up,
root and branch,” *‘to be as though they had not
been,” “to be punished with everlasting destruc-
tion,” etc., are just the very terms that express our
belief. We want no stronger. The extreme signifi-
cance of annihilation, ag held by our opponents, ig
more than we claim ; therefore, they always charac-
terize our doctrine as annihilation, and then exhibit
their skill in striving to annihilate it, asserling that
nothing can be annihilated ; a thing which may not
be possible with men, though it may be with God.

A man of my acquaintance, some fifty years ago,
was cited to answer to the church to which he be-
longed, on a charge of holding the doctrine of the an-
nihilation of the wicked. In reply to the charge he
told them he would state his belief on that point by
quoting three texts of Scripture. He read those texts
which say that the wicked shall be burned up, root
and branch, that they shall be punished with everlast-
ing destruction; and that they shall utterly perish
in their own corruption, and said that he simply be-
lieved what those texts say. The committee, after
_consultation, decided that it amounted to0 annihila-
tion,” and so he was expelled. ’ R. F. C.

s o

THE TWO EVENINGS.

——

TrAT the Bible recognizes two evenings is clearly
shown from two or three passages. In the margin
of Ex. 12 : 8 we read the following language : ‘“ Be-
tween the two evenings.” The passover was 0 be
slain during this time.
ble recognized only one evening, as some affirm.

But the most strlkmo' example is found in Matt.
14:15-28. In verse 15 we read:
evening, his dlsciples came to him, saying, Thisis a
desert place; . . . send the multitude away, that they

uals.” We then learn that Jesus togk the five loaves
and two fishes which they had with them, and divided
them among the people, and they all ate and were
filled. He then sent the multitude away, and in verse
23 we vead : ‘““And when he had sent the multitude
away, he went up into & mountain apart to pray : and
when the evening was come [of the same day], he was
there alone.” Here, two evenings are plainly recog-
nized, and it is also plain that one began much later
than the other ; hence, we conclude that this last eve-
ning must have been the true evening, which ever
hegan at sunset and marked the beginning of the
next day. Sec Gen. t; Lev. 23:32; 22:6, 7; Josh.
8:29; Mark 1:82.

In regard to the first evening the Bible does not
tell us just when it bégan; but according to history

tionary, art. Evening — Selected.

BIBLE JUSTICE VINDICATED.

In a Spiritualist paper we find the following quo
tation from Pascal :—

“Nothing appears so revolting to reason as to say
that the first man should impart guilt to those who,
from their extreme distance from the source of evil,
seem incapable of such a participation. This trans-
mission seems to us not only unnatural, but nnjust.
l#For what can be more repugnant to the rules of our
despicable justice than to condemn eternally. an in-
fant, yet irresponsible, for an offense in which he ap-
pears to have so little share, that was committed
6,000 years before he came into existence ?”

Doubtless many besides Spiritualists will adopt that
language a8 their own, and will fancy that in so doing

the doctrines of Christiénity. But everybody who has
read the Bible to any purpose knows full well that it

does not teach that either infants or adults are con-

How could this be if tlie Bi-,
‘“And when it was,

may go into the villages, and buy themselves yicty

it commenced about three o’clock. See Bible Dic-

théy are bringing an unanswerable argument against

demned for an offense committed either 6,000 years
or half as many minutes before they were born.
Neither is one person condemned for the offense of
another, no matter when that offense is committed.
The Bible plainly declares,— .
_ “The soul that sinneth it shall die. The son shall
not bear the iniquity of the father, ncither shall the
father bear the iniquity of the son; the rightcousness
of the rightcous shall be upon him, and the wicked-
ness of the wicked shall be upon him.” Eze. 18 : 2.

. And the same thing was taught to the Jews in thelr
“The fathers shall not be-

earliest history. Thus:
pnt to death for the children, ucitlier shall the chil-
dren be put to death for the fathers; every man shall
be put to death for his own sin.” Deut. 24 : 186.

The Bible nowhere countenances the idea that one
person shall suffer for the offense of another. DBut it

*does recognize the fact that a stream cannoi rise

higher than its source. If Adam had retained his
purity, he would have begotten children with tend-
encies to right-doing; but having fallen, his poster-
ity must necessarily be born with tendencies to evil,
This evil nature with which all men are born, is
strengthened by evil practices, 80 that although “by

‘one man sin entered into the world,” death justly passed

upon all men, ‘“for that all have sinned.” To those
who charge the Bible with partiality and mJusuce it
may always be said: “Ye do err, not knowlng thé
Scriptures.”—Signs of the Times,
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BEAUTIES OF BIBLE LANGUAGE.

&Y

Ir we need a higher illustration, not only' of the -

power of natural objects to adorn language and grat-
ify taste, but proof that here we find the highest con-

ceivable beauty, we would appeal at once to the Bible.

Those most opposed to its teachings have acknowl-
edged the beauty of its language, and this is mainly
due to the exquisite use of natural objects for illustra- -
tion. « It does, indeed, draw from every field. But
when the emotional nature is to be appealed to, refer-
ence is at once made to natural ob_]ects and through-
out all its books, stars and flowers and gems are prom-
inent as jllustrations of the beauties of religion and
the glories of the chinch.

“The’ wilderness and the solitary place shall be

\glud for them ; and the desert shall rejoice, and hlos-

som: as the rose.’

““The mountains and the hills shall break forth be
fore you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall
clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up
the fir-tree, and instead of the briar shall come up the
myrtle-tree.”

The power and beauty of the same objects appear
in the Saviowr's teachings.
the sparrow and the lity of the field, give petuliar
force and beauty to the great truths they were used to
illustrate.

The Bible throughout is remarkable in thls respect,
It is a collection of books written by authors far re-
moved from each other in time, and place, and men-
tal culture, but throughout the whole, nature is exalted
as a revelation of God. Its beauty and sublimity are
appealed to, to arouse the emotions, to reach the
moral and religious nature. This clement of unity
runs through all the books where reference to nature,
can be made.

One of the adaptations of the Bible to the nature
of man is found in the sublime and perfect represen-

‘tation of the natural world, by which nature is ever

made to proclaim the character and perfection of
God. No langnage can be written that so perfectly
gets forth the grand and terrible in nature and its
forces, as that we hear when God answered Job out
of the whirlwind, No higher appreciation of the
beautiful, and of God as the author of beauty, was
ever expressed than when our Saviour said of the
lilies of the field, “I say unto you, That even Sol-
omon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these ;” and then adds, *‘If God so clothe the grass
of the field,”—ascribing the element of beauty in
every leaf and opening bud to the Creator’s skill and
power.—Prof. Chadbourne.

THE GOSPEL SICKLLE,

The fig and the olive, '

X

b

AN EIGHT-PAGE SEMI-MONTHLY JOURNAL, {

Devoted to important Bible doctrines which are especmllﬁappllca-
ble to the present mne,--the Second Coming of Chtist, the Nature ot
Man, the Signs of the Times, Law of God, Plan of Salvation, State of
the Dead, and other questions of general interesl

Price, por year, post-paid, - - - 50 ots.
In Clubs of 10 or more, to separate addresses, 40 ots,
In Clubs of 100 to one address, - - 35 ots.

ADDRESS,

REVIEW & HERALD,
R Battle Oreel, Mich.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

