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SEED-TIME AND HARVEST.

1k that goeth forth and weopeth boarlug preclous seed, shall doubtloss come
ogain with 1ejololug, driuging his sheaves with him."” Pa. 126:86,
In the datk November days,
Mid the gusty rain,
Wont we forth through clowt and haze,
To gow tho proclous grain.
Heavy was tho thith, and slow
Did the plow and harrow go.

Thore beneath the frozen soil,
Tay the hidden seed,

Through all wintor's storm and moil,
n the denth decrecd ;

While & pall of snowy white

Spread across It day and night,

By and by when sutumn shone,
Went we forth again;

August with {ts flaming sun
Blazed o’er hill and plain ;

And tho flelds, so bleak and bare,

Flagheu in glory everywlere.

Heoving like the rolling sen,
Rusthng in the gale,
By the wuayside, 0'¢r the lea,
In the golden vale,
Saw I boundless corn-flelds smile
QOn the reapers’ joyous toil,

So succeoding sorrow’s night
Comes the morning joy—

On the cloud, calm rainbow light,
Bliss whleh canuot clvy ;

And the longest winter dics

When the singing lavks avise.

Going forth with many tears,
Lo! the sower sows ;

But returns with harvest cheers,
Shouting as he goes,

Upward to the starlit dome,

Upward to God’s harvest home.
Y —Family Friend,

Jlotes and Lommnis.

70~ NOTICE.—Parties recerving this Paper, not hav-
ing subscribed for it, may know that it is sent to them by
the courtesy of some friend. Do not hesilate to take it
from the Office, for none will be called upon to pay for
any numbers they have not ordered. We invite candid
attention to the Contents of the Paper, and when you
have read it, please hand it to a Friend or Neighbor.

N Job 7:9 we find these words: ¢ Ie that goeth
down to the grave shall come up no more;” of
which the following verse is explanatory : “ He shall
return no more to is kouse, ncither shall hes place
Jenow him any more.” This lmits the time of im-
prisonment in the grave to the existence of the pres-
ent condition of affairs in this world. When man
dios, he will never return to be recognized by his
former companions or scenes, as they existed when he
died ; he will not return during the continuance of
the dispensation. To take this statement as proving
that the dead will never be raised to life, is to con-
tradict a large artay of toxts that positively and very
clearly teach that they will be. The explanation
that we have given allows the passage reforred to, to
have its full significance, and at the same time avoids
doing violenco to the many texts which prove the res-
wrrection,

WHEN Joshua took Jericho, the Israelitic warriors
encompassed the city for seven days in succes-
sion, as we arc informed in the sixth chapter of
Joshua; one of those days must necessarily have
been the Sabbath, from which circumstance some
reason that the Sabbath was thereby violated. In
reply it may be said that as the whole proceeding of
taking Jericho was directly ordered by the Lord —
the author of the Sabbath—it would seem pre-
sumptuous to suggest that he required his people to
violate the Sabbath. Considering the circumstances,
the work of encompassing the city was not man’s
work, but God’s; and there was no reason why any
objection should be offered against its performance
upon the Sabbath. Whatever God directs man to
do, is safe and right for him to perform without ques-

" tioning,

“FOR if that which is done away was glorious,
much more that which remaineth is glorious.”
9 Cor. 83:11. That which was done away, accord-
ing to this verse, was the ministry, or priesthood, of
the Mosaic ritual service’; that which remained and
which was more glorious than the Mosaic pricsthood,
was the Christian ministry. The latter was more
glorious than the former, because it brought to the
people not.only condemnation, but also the good news
of a erucified and risen Lord, through whom had
come a free and full salvation, “ And not as Moscs,
which put a'vail over his face, that the children of
Isracl could not steadfastly look to the end of that
which is abolished.” Verse 13. The thing abol-
ished, aceording to this verse, was the glory which
characterized the Mosaie priesthood. Instead of
“abolished,” the New Version has, ““ that which was
passing away;” that is, the glory in Moses’ coun-
tenance gradually diminished as he left the presence
of God, and finally disappeared altogether,—a fit
type of the Mosaic priesthood, which was also to dis-
appear altogether, being eclipsed by the greater glory
of the Christian ministry. The key to this whole
passage is found in the fact that the word ministra-
tion is equivalent to office of a minister. See Web-
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary under * Ministration.”

T is more than probable that the Romans had
I adopted the system of reckoning the days from
midnight to midnight, before the beginning of the
Christian era; and it is reasonable to conclude that
so far ag eivil affairs were concerned, all who were
under their jurisdiction conformed, in a monsure at
least, to that system. But in the matter of the ob-
servance of the Sabbath, it is a fact of history that
the Jews have always celebrated that day from sun-
get to supset, that being the plan established at crea-
tioh for the reckoning of the days, and which is rec-
ognized and enforced by precept and example all
through the Scriptures. See the record of creation
weck, also’ Lev. 23:32. This was certainly God’s
plan of having the days reckoued. Matt. 27:57;
Mark 15:42, and Luke 23:54 furnish conclusive
gvidence that the followers of Christ so celebrated
the Sabbath at the time of his ecrucifixion. These
records were written from thirty te fifty years after
the cvents occurred which they relate, and no hint
is found in them, nor indeed in any other portions of
the New Testament, that any change had taken place
in the manner of celebrating the Sabbath. It will
doubtless be admitted that the example of Christ in

this particular must have been according to God’s
purpose; and as the four evangelists werc also
Christ’s companions and followers, it will be admitted
that they continued in the observance of the correct
method of celebrating the Sabbath, during their
natural lives. Luke was Paul’s companion and co-
laborer, and it is not a supposable case that they
would have been at variance in the matter of begin-
ning and ending the Sabbath. In civil affairs they
might have conformed to established usage, and that
not have interfored to any extent with Sabbath ob-
servance, any mare than at the present time.

R Bl

GOD “ calleth those things which be not as though
Y they were.” Rom. 4:17. When God grants
forgiveness to the sinner, he thereby pledges himselt
that the sins for which pardon is granted, shall be
blotted out, and not appear against the individual in
the judgment day. When God pledges himsclf to
do anything, he can rightfully speak of it as an ac-
complished fact; hence he could truthfully say to Is-
rael, “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy trans-
gressions.”  To the sinner, also, forgiveness is equiva-
lent to blotting out, provided he holds out faithful
in his efforts to obtain salvation. If he gives up,
and departs from the Lord’s service, we understand
that all the sins that he has committed will stand
against him in the day of judgment. *“ When the
righteous turneth away from his righteousness, and
committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the
abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he
live? Al his righteousness that he hath done shall
not be mentioned : in his trespass that he hath tres-
passed, and in hig sin that he hath sinned, in them
shall he dic.” Kze. 18:24, Trom this text it is
evident that the actual blotting out, the full eradica-
tion, of forgiven sin, i3 contingent upon faithfulness
to the end of one’s probation,

———— O e

CHRIST said, “Iixcept a man be born of water and
of the Spirit, he eannot enter into the kingdom
of God.” Jobn 3:5. Taking it for granted that
the expression “ born of water” refers to baptisin, it
is queried by some that this text proves the neees-
sity for the baptism of infants (children who have
not reached the age of accountability), in order to
securg their entrance into the kingdom of God.
Christ also said,  He that believeth [has faith] and”
is baptized shall be saved.” DMark 16:16. The
theological definition of belief, as given by Webster,
is this: “ A firm persuasion of the truths of rolig-
ion; faith,” In Acts 2:38 we read, “ Repent, and
be baptized . . . for the remission of sins.” Web-
ster defines repentance thus: ©The act of repenting,
or the state of being penitent; sorrow for what one
has done or omitted to do; especially, contrition for
sin.” Children who have not yet rcached the age of
accountability are not capable of excreising faith nor
repentance, and consequently cannot be subjects for
baptism. Moreover, they have no need of repent-
ance. Christ said, “ xcept ye . . . become as little
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven.” Matt. 18:3. This is conclusive proof’
that little children have nothing to repent of; chey
are already fit to enter the kingdom of heaven, for
Christ pointed to one of them as the ideal of inno-
cence and purity to which all must attain before they
can enter heaven. '
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Dactrinal Jrticles.

* Speak thou the things whies hagome gound dontrine”’ Titus 2:1.

DEPARTING AND BEING WITH CHRIST.

BY U. SMITH.

WrEN will all men come to agree respecting the
state of the dead? When will the question whether
the dead are alive, conscious, active, and intelligent,
or whether they rest in the grave in unconsciousness
and inactivity, cease to be a vexed question? When
shall it be decided whether the shout of triumph
which the ransomed are to raige, “ O death, where is
thy sting? O grave, whero is thy victory 7" is the
cclebration of a real vietory, or only an unnccessary
and uscless transaction, as it must be if the grave
holds not the real man, but only the shell; the mortal
body, which is gencrally considered an incumbrance
and a clog 2 Never will this question he deeided till
men ave willing to follow the Seriptures, instead
of trying to compel the Scriptures to follow them;
never, while they put the figurative for the literal,
and the literal for the figurative, mistake sound for
senge, and rest on the possible construction of an
isolated text, instead of, and in opposition to, the
general tenor of the teaching of the inspived writers.

Paul has told us often enough, and, it would seem,
explicitly enough, when the Christian goes to be with
his Tord. Tt is at the redemption of the body.
Rom, 8:23, It is in the day of the Lord Jesus.
1 Cor. 5:5. Tt is at the last trump. 1 Con
15:61-5b. It is when we are clothed upon with
our house from heaven. 2 Cor. 5:4. Itis when
Christ, our life, shall appear. Col. 3:4. It is when
the Lord descends from lheaven with a shout, and
the dead are raised. 1 Thess. 4:16, 17. Itis at
the coming of the Lord. 2 Thess, 2:1. Tt is to be
at “that day,” an expression by which Paul fre-
quently designates the day of Christ’s appearing.
2 Tim. 4:7, 8.

Yet Paul, in one instance, without stopping to ex-
plain, uses tho expression, “to depart and to be wi h
Obrist ;7 whereupon his words are seized by relig-
ions teachers as unanswerable cvidence that at death
the spirit cnters at onee into the presence of its
Redeemer.  The passage is found in Phil. 1:21-24,
and reads as follows : —

“Tor Lo me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labor:
yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am ina
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to
be with Christ; which is far better. Nevertheless,
to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.”

Willing to go with our friends as far a3 we can in
their interpretation of any passage, we raise no is-
sue here on the word “depart.”” Paul probably
means by it the same as in 2 Tim. 4:6, where he
says, “The time of my departure is at hand,” refer-
ring to his approaching death. Then Paul, immedi-
ately on dying, was to be with Christ.— Not so fast.
The very point intended to be proved, has, in such a
conelusion, to be assumed. Paul had in view two
conditions: this present state, and the future state.
Between these two he was in a strait. The cause of
God on earth, the interests of the church, stirring to
its very depths his large and sympathetic heart, drew
him here; his own desires drew him to the future
state of victory and rest. Aud so evenly balanced
were the influences drawing him in both directions,
that he hardly knew upon which course he would
decide, were it left to him as a matter of choice.
Nevertheless, he said that it was more needful for the
church that he remain here, to give them still the
benefit of his counsel and his Jabors.

The state or coudition to which he looked forward
was one whieh he greatly desired.  About four years
before he wrote these words to the Philippians, he
had written to the Corinthians, telling them what he
did desire, and what he did not desire, in reference
to the future. Said he, “ Not for that we would be
unelothed.” 2 Cor. 5:4. By being unclothed, he
meant the state of death, from the eessation of mor-
tal life to the resurrection. This he did not desire;
but he immediately adds what he did desire, namely,
to be “clothed upon, that mortality might be swal-
Jowed up of life;” and when this is done, all that is
mortal of us is made immortal, the doad are raised,
and the body is redeemed.
15:52, B3.

In writing to the Corinthians, he thus stated that
the object of his desire was to be clothed upon, and
have mortality swallowed up of life: to the Philip-

Rom. 8:23; 1 Cor,

pians he stated that the object of his desire was to
be with Clrist. These expressions, then, mean the
same thing. Therefore, in Phil. 1:23, Paul passes
over the state of death, the unclothed state, just as
he had done to the Corinthians; for he would not
tell the Corinthians that lie did not desire a certain
state, and four years after write to the Philippians
that he did desire it. Paul did not thus contradict
himself.

But this intermediate state is the disputed terri-
tory in this controversy; the condition of the dead
therein is the very point in question; and on this
the text before us is entirely silent.

This is the vulnerable point in the popular -argu-
ment on this text. It is assumed that the being
with Christ takes place immediatoly on the departure.
But, while the text asscrts nothing of this kind,
multitudes of other texts affirm that the point when
we gain immortality and the presence of Christ, is a
point in the future beyond the resurrection. And
unless some necessary connection can be shown be-
tween the departing and the being with Christ, and
the hosts of texts which make our eutrance into
Christ's presence a futuve event, can be harmonized
thercwith, any attempt to prove consciousness in
death from this text is an utter failure.

Landis seems to feel the weakness of his side in
this respect, and spends the strength of his argu-
ment (“ Tmmortality of the Soul,” pp. 224-229) in
trying to make the inference appear necessary that
the being with Christ must be immediate on the de-
parture. He would have us think it utterly absurd
and nonsensical to suppose a moment to elapse be-
tween the two events.

Let us, then, see if there is anything in Paul’s
,Janguage which eontradicts the idea that a period of
utter unconseiousness, of greater or less length, in-
texrvenes. between death and our entrance into the
future life. In the first place, if the unconsciousness
is absolute, as we suppose, the space passed over in
the individual’s experience is an utter blank. There
is not the least perception, with such a person, of the
lapse of a moment of time. When consciousness
veturns, the line of thought is taken up at the very
point where it ceased, without the consciousness of a
moment’s intorruption. This fact is often proved by
actual experience. Persons have been known to be-
come utterly unconscious by a fracture of the skull,
and having a portion of it depressed upon the brain,
suspending its aotion, Perhaps when the accident
happened, they were in the act of issuing an order,
or giving directions to those about them. They have
lain unconscious for months, and then been relieved
by a surgical operation; and when the brain began
to aet, and consciousness returned, they have im-
mediately spoken, and eompleted the sentence they
were in the act of uttering when they were struck
down, months before. This shows that to these per-
sons there was no consciousness of any time interven-
ing, more than what passes between the words of a
sentence which we are speaking. It wag all the same
to them as if they had at once eompleted the sen-
tence they commenced to utter, instead of having
weeks and months of unconsciousness thrown in be-
tween the words of which that sentence was com-
posed.

So with the dead. They are not aware of the
lapse of a moment of time between their death and
the resurrection. A wink of the eye shuts out for
an instant the sight of all objeets, but it is so in-
stantaneous that we do not perceive any interruption
of the rays of vision. Six thousand years in the
grave to a dead man is no more than a wink of the
eye to the living. To them, consciousness, our only
means of measuring time, is gone; and it will seem
to them when they awake that absolutely none has
elapsed. When Abel awakes from the dead, it will
seein to him, until his attention is attracted by the
new scenes of immortality to which he will be raised,
that he is but rising up from the murderous blows of
Cain, under which he had seemingly just fallen.
And to Stephen, who died beholding the exaltation
of Christ in heaven, it will be the same as if he had,
without a moment’s interruption, entered into his
glorious presence. And when Pau] himself shall be
raised, it will seem to him that the stroke of the ex-
ecutioner was his translation to glory.

Such being the indisputable evidence of facts upon
this point, we ask how a person, understanding this
matter, would speak of the future life, if he ex-
peeted to obtain it in the kingdom of God? Would
be speak of passing long ages in the grave before he
reached it ? — He might, it he desigued to state, for
any one’s instruetion, the actual facts in the ease;
but if he was speaking simply of his own experience,
it would not be proper for him to mention the inter-

vening time, becausc he would not be conscious of
any such time, and it would not seem to him, on
awaking to life again, that any such period had
elapsed.

Accordingly, Bishop Taw lays down this general
principle on this question: —

“The Scriptures, in speaking of the connection
between our present and future being, do not take
into the account our intermediate state in death; no
more than we, in describiug the course of any man's
actions, take into account the time %e siceps. T'here-
fore, the Scriptures (to be consistent with themselves)
must affirm an immediate connection between death
and the judgment. Heb. 9:27; 2 Cor. 5:6, 8.”

John Crellius says: —

“Because the time between death and the resurrec-
tion is not to be reckoned, theretfore the apostie might
speak thus, though the soul has no sense of anything
after death.”

Dr. Priestly says: —

““The apostle, considering his own situation, would
naturally connect the end of this life with the com-
mencement of another and better, as he would have
no perception of any interval hetween them. That
the apostle had no view short of the coming of Christ
to judgment, is evident from the phrase he makes use
of, namely, being with Christ, which can only take
place at his second coming. For Christ himself has
said that he would come again, and that he would
take his disciples to himself, which clearly implies
that they were not to be with him before that tie.”

So in harmony with this reference to our Lord’s
teaching is the language used by Paul in 1 Thess
4:16, 17, that we here refer to 16 again: ¢ For the
Lord himself shall descond from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise firss.
Then we which are alive and remain shall be ecaught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the
IAOl'd.”

As Christ taught that the time when his people
were to be with him again was at his second coming,
50 Paul here teaches. We call attention to the word
so in the last sentence of the quotation. So
means “in this way,” in this manner, by this means,
“8o,” in this manner, by this means, “ shall we ever
be with the Lord.” When Paul, as he does here,
deseribes, without any limitations, the way and
means by which we go to be with the Lerd, he pre-
cludes every other means. He the same as says that
there is no other way by which we can be with the
Lord; and if there is any other means of gaining
this end, this language is not true. If we go to be
with the Lord by means of our immortal spirit when
we die, we do not go to be with him by means of
the visible coming of Christ, the resurrection of the

dead, and the change of the living; and Paul’s lan-

guage is a stupendous falschood. There is no possible
way of avoiding this conelusion, except by claiming
that the descent of the Lord from heaven, the mighty
shout, the voice of the Archangel, the sounding of
the great trump of Ged, the resurrection of the dead,
and the change of the living, alt take place when a
person dies —a position too absurd to be seriously
refuted, and almost too ridiculous to be even stated.

Shall we, then, take the position that Paul taught
the Philippians that a person went by his humortal
spirit immediately at death to be with the Lord,
when he had plainly told the Thessalonians that this
was to be brought about in altogether a different
wanner, and by altogether different means? No one
who would have venerated that holy apostle when
alive, or who has any decent regard for his memory
now that he is dead, will accuse him of so teaching,

Why, then, does he say that he has a desire to
depart, that is, to die ? — Because he well understood
that his life of suffering, of toil, and trial here was
to terminate by death ; and if the church could spare
him, he would gladly have it come, not only to re-
lease him from his almost unbearable burdens, but
because he knew further that all the intervening

.space between his death and the vetwrn of his Lord

would seem to himn to be instantly annihilated, and
the glories of the eternal world, throngh his resur-
rection from the dead, would instantly open uwpon hig
view.

It is objected again that Paul was very foolish to

express such a desire, if he was not to be with his
Lord till the resurrection ; for, in that case, he would -

be with him no sooner if he died than he would if
he did not die. Those who make this objection,
either cannot have fully considered this subject, or
they utterly fail to comprehend it. They have no
difficulty in seeing how Paul would be with Christ
sooner by dying, provided his spirit, when he died,
immediately entered,into his presence; but they can-
not see how it would be so when the time between
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his death and the coming of Christ is to him an utter
blank, and then, without the consciousness on his
parb that a single instant has clapsed, he is ushered
into the presence of his Redecmer. Remember that
Paul’s consciousness was hig only mcans of measur-
ing time; and if he had died just as he wrote these
words to the Philippians, it would have been zo Aim
an entrance into Christ’s presence just ‘as much
sooncr as what time clapsed between the penning of
that senteuce and the day of his death. None can
fail to see this point, if they will consider it in the
light of the fact we have here tried so fully to set
forth,— that the dead have no perceptions of passing
time.

In the light of the foregoing reasoning, let us read
and paraphrage this famous passage to the Philip-
pians : -

“Tor to me to live is for the furtherance of the
cause of Christ, and for me to die is still gain [not to
me but] to that eause (beeause  Christ shall be mag-
nified in my body, whether it be by life or death.’
Verse 20).  But if I live in the flesh, this, the further-
nuce of Clirist’s cause, i8 the fruit of my labor; but
what course I should take were it left for me to de-
cide, I know not; for I am in u strait betwixt two: [
kriow that the church still needs my labors, but I have
a desire to end my mortal pilgrimage, aud be the next
instant, so far as my experience goes (for the dead
perceive no passing time), in the presence of my
Lord.  Consulting my owu feclings, this I should es-
teem fay better ; but I Know that it is more ucedful
for you that I abide still in a condition to Inbor on for
your good in thig mortal state.”

Who can say, bearing in mind the language Paul
frequently uses in his other epistles, that this is not a
just paraphrase of his language here 7 The only ob-
jection against it is, that, so rendered, it does not
suppors the conseious-state dogma. But it makes a
harmony in all that Paul has taught on the subjeet;
and is it not far wore desirable to maintain the har-
mony of the sacred writings, than to try to make
them defend a dogma which involves them iu a fatal
contradiction ?

The lwistian Life.

“If any man have not the Spirit of Chrlst he Is none of his."”

Tue wealth of asoul is measured by how much it
cnu feel ; its poverty, by how little.
el @ P

Puirosorny triumpls easily enough over past and
future evils, but present evils triumpli over philoso-

phy.
P L o —
To do good to men is the great.work of life; to
make them true Christians is the greatest good we ean

do thom,
e T S

WnrN God has a great work for any oue to do in
the world, he usually gives him a peculiax training for
it; and that training is just what no eartily friend
would choose for him, and sometimes it is so long-
continued thal there secms to be but little time left
for work.—XV., Y. Observer.

I minD these two truths a stay to my soul,— the ef-
ficiency of the atonement, aud stability of the prom-
ise. Just now this seems my all, and euables me to
look up to God as my Father, althongh I am his sor.
rowing child: for as I think of my sins aud sinful-
ness, it almost seeins as if I must sorrow even in the
land where sorrow shall be no more known,— Hvans.

el d

Krowrrpae is said to be power. Knowledge is
power in the same sensc that wood is fucl.  Wood on
fire is fuel. Knowledge on fire is power. There is
uo more power iu knowledge than there is in sticks
or stoncs, unless there be a spirit and life in the
knowledge which give it its energy. In proportion as
wen have this spiritual power, do they becorne stroug
in the world.— Alevander Hamilton.

s

A swraRriNg, drinking miner, who boasted that he
bolieved ueither in God nor man, was ouce iinprisoned
in a maine by coal that had caved in. In a moment
his atheisin left him, and he began to call upou God
to deliver bim. A Christian companiou, who had
l© been imprisoued along with him, ouce interrupted
Bradlaugh, while deliveriug an atheistical barangue,
".,Yto tell this story.  ““So you see, Mr. Bradlaw,” said

3

the miuer, as he sat dowu, ““there’s uaethiug like a
big chunk of coal for kuockiug the iufidelity out of a
man’s hoad.”

T e —

A eoop impulse is a good thing ; good principle is
worth countless good impulses. Good impulses are
fitful, spasmodie, evaueseent. Good principles are
durable aud to be depended upon. Impulses are like
the summer gales that come aud go, oue knows uot
wlhience nor whither, aud beat upou the sails of com-
meree, or leave them idly hangiug on the spars, vex-
iug the voyage with alternate gust and calm, Priu-
ciple is the trusty trade-wiud, that gently flies over
the untroubled ocean, aud bears the respousive ship
swiftly aloug from harbor to haven.—Spirit of Mis-
stons

<o b

SPEAK PLEASANTLY.

Tur habit of speaking in pleasant tones to the sen-
sitive hearts under our care is of the utmost impor-
tance. If we would have them learn to speak gently
and kiudly to all, we must teach then1 by precept and
example in their early years, while their minds are so
elastic as to be led to patteru after the iuflueuee
which surrounds them.

I will relate a little iucident of my owu experience.
I was unnsually busy one morning, prepariug for a
company diuner. - My little sou of four years was
amusing himself with his playthings about the room.
He, too, seemed hard at work, building bridges,
block-houses, and churches. He was continually
coming to me and asking questions, and requiring as-
sistance. After a little time I uoticed he had left his
play, and was uuder the table, sobbing as if his heart
would break.

I said, ““Georgie, dear, what is the matter ?”

No reply. )

When I repeated the questiou, the auswer came be-
tween broken sobs, ‘“You did n’t speak pleasant to
me.”

“Well,” said I, *“do u’t ery ; come and tell me about
it.”

So he came to me; I took him upou my lap and
asked him to tell me just what I had said. Years
have passed sinee then, and I have forgotteu all but
the impressiou it made. A few pleasaut words, the
tears kissed away, aud he was eomforted and happy,
and soon at play again; but I had learned a lesson
never to be forgotten.

He is now grown up, and T would no more think of
speaking uupleasantly or unkindly to biwm than I
would to company who might be visiting me. On
the other hand, a rude, selfish, or unkiud word never
passes his lips. Ilis attentions toward me are always
most respectful, kind, aud loving. If we would gain
respect and esteem from our children, we must also
gpeak to them in a kind aud courteous nianner. As
we teaeh, so they will learn,.—Sel.

e i

THE BIBLE PHOTOGRAPHER.

HEeRe are a few photographs from the Bible. Look
the list over, and see if youys is among them.

1. With Christ, or against hiin.

“ He that is not with me is against me ; and be that
gathereth not with e scattcreth abroad.” Matt,
12 : 80,

2. Of God, or lying iu wickedness.

“And we know that we are of God, and the whole
world lieth in wickedness.” 1 John 5:19.

3. A child of God, or of the Devil.

“In this the children of God are mauifest, and the
children of the Devil : whosoever doeth not righteous-
ness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his
brother.,” 1 John 3:10.

4. A soldier of Christ, or an euemy of his cross,

“Thou therefore endure harduness, as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ.” 2 Tim, 2:8.

“ For many walk, of whom I have told you often,
aud now tell you even wecping, that they are the
encimies of the cross of Christ.” Plil, §:18,

5. A servant of sin uuto dcath, or of obedieuce
uuto righteousness.

“Kuow yc uot, that to whom ye yield yourselves
servauts to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience
uuto righteousness ?” Rom. 6 :16.

6. Under the power of darkness, or iu the kiugdom
of grace.

“Who hath delivered us from the power of dark-
uess, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his
dear Son,” Col, 1:18,

7. Christ is in you the bope of glory, or you are
without God and without hope.

“To whom God would make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gen-
tiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
Col. 1:27.

“That at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Isracl, and strang-
ers from the covenants of promise, having no hope,
and without God iu the world.” Lph, 2:12,

8. Alive unto God, or dead in trespasses and sins.

‘“ Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead iu-
deed uuto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” Rom. 6 :11,

“Aud you hath he quickeued, who were dead iu
trespasses aud sins.” Tph, 2:1.

9. In the uarrow way that leadeth to life, or ju the
broad way that leadeth to destruction.

““Luter ye in at the strait gate ; for wide is the gate,
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destructiou, aud
many there be which go in thercat; becanse strait is
the gate, aud narroiy is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it.” Matt, 7:13, 14.

10. Destined to be placed at last in oue of the two
classes mentioned in this text:— .

‘e that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he
which is filthy, let him be filthy still ; and he that is
righteous, let hiln be righteous still; aud he that is
holy, let him be holy still.” Rev. 22:11.

Give this list of picturcs frequent examiuation and
mueh reflectiou; and so conform your life as to mect
the specifications which your best judgmeut cannot
fall to commeud.

THRIFT AT HOME

WE wonder if the time will ever come when thrift
and judustry will he looked upon as amoug the most
valuable accomplishinents a youug lady can posscss
in order to become a proper housekeeper for any man,
no matter what his position may be 2 Without these
two virtues ou the part of the wife, there cannot be
any true, lasting peace and prosperity at home. Jaug-
liug tunes on the piano, or talking French to the hus-
band at night, will soou ccase to charm, if *“duns”
are continually hammeriug at the door with bills from
the butcher, grocer, and baker.

Tu the wife's close attcution to cconomy aud indus-
try throughout her whole houschold, lies indeed the
great secret of domestic happinoss. Young people
iu their tceus may dream of love in a cottage; but
experience soou tells them that 4t requires a tremen-
dong blaze of love to keep even «a cottage warm
enough to withstaud the cold chills of adversity and
want. And thrift is uo less essential and effective in
the humble cottage thau in the gilded mansion. Still,
mothers will contiuue to be blind to this patent fact;
and instead of taking their girls iuto tho kitchen and
pautry, aud initiating them into the mysteries of these
and other parts of the household cconomy, they send
them abroad to finish their education at foreign board-
ing-scliools, learning to chatter in foreign tongues,
aud to thump and sing at the piano-forte.

It would really be interesting to know the sceret
thoughts of such a mother regarding the anticipated
future prospects of her daughters. Of course she ex-
pects them all to marry; but whom ? Iler visions
seem to be somewliat chinotic, and floating before her
mind’s eye are foreigu princes of immense wealth, all
anxious to throw their riches at the feet of her augels.
With such dreams as these, it seems, all thoughts of
teaching her daughters thrift are driveu away. Un-
fortuuately, the young ladies do not fall to the lot of
foreign priuces, but to some hard-working busiuess
man or clerk, He is ecouomical and industrious bim-
self; but although he gives his wife double the
amount which others in his busiuess allow for house-
keeping, he finds that while liis friends can live most
comfortably, and save.mouey, he is quite unable to
make both euds meet, and is runniug deeper and deeper
iuto debt. His wife has not the faintest iden of the
true value of mouey, or of how to economize in
housebold affairs, The ouly maxim kuown to her ig,
“Fill and fetch more.”

This canuot last ; ueither does the domestjc felicity.
As the riches take to themselves wings, happiuess
goes off at a gallop, or dwindles out of sight like a
pufl of smoke. Tor the greater part of the preva-
leut domestic strife and diseoutent, parents, and cs-
pecially mothers, are greally to blame ; for it is an al-
mnost uecessary result' of the inauuer in which they
have traiued their daughters. Before teaching them
the highest accomplishmeuts of modern language and
high-class music, let mothers teach their daughters
what it is iudispeusable that they should know ; viz.,
how to mauage a household properly and economic-
ally. If, after acquiriug this greatest and most valua-
ble of all Indy-like accomplishments, the daughters
have time for these secoudary aceomplishmeuts of
lauguage and music, well aud good; but if mothers
desire lasting happiuess for their daughters iu the
married state, thoy must make industry and economy
the first aud greatest of their studies.—Scottish Ameri-
can Journal,
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“ The fietds are white already to harvest."—Joiu 4:36.
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HEAR THEM.
» e s

W are told that the views we promulgate respect-
ing the second coming of Christ laek the clement of
certainty ; that we cannot know anything about it.

IEATR CORIST.

“8o likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things,
know that it [he, Christ, margin] is near, even at the
doovs.” Matt. 24:83. See also Mark 18:29; and
Luke 21 :81,

HEAR PAUTL. .

To the Romans : ¢ And that, knowing the time, that
now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now is
our salvation nearver than when we helieved. The
nightis far spent, the day is athand.” Rom. 13 11,12

To the Thessalonians 3 **But of the times and the
seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto
you, ¥or yourselves know perfectly that the day of
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” * But
ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that dey should
overtake you as a thief.” 1 Thess. §5:1, 2, 4.

To Timothy : “ This know also, that in the last days
perilons times shall come. For men shall be lovers
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, . . .
I'rom such turn away.” 2 Tim. 8:1-5. Iow are
we to turn away if we cannot know when the last
days have cowme ?

To the Hebrews: “Not forsaking the assembling

" of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but
exhorting onc another, and so much the more, as ye
see the day approaching.” Heb. 10:25.

HEAR PETER.

“We have also a more sure word of propheey;
whercunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place.” 2 Peter 1':19.

HEAR JOIN.

“If therefove thou shalt not watch, I will come on
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour [
will come upon thee.” Rev. 8:8. If they would
wateh, it follows that they would know Those,
t.h.erefore, who fail to watch are the ones, and the
only ones, who will fail to know.

Whit do these writers mean by all these things ?

U, 8.
———— P

THE ARK OF THE TESTIMONY.

READING the dircctions given to Moses for building
the sanctuary, Iixodus 25, the first thing deseribed is
the ark, into which the testimony of God, written by
himself on tables of stone, was to be placed. It was
proper to give this the first place in the dcséription,
as it was the thing of the first iinportance, the great
central object of the tabernacle. The testimony gave
name, not only to the ark which was made on pur-
pose to contain it, but to the entire hnilding, it being
called ‘“the tabernacle of the testimony,” Num,
1:60, 63. Above the mercy:seat, whieh was the
covering of the ark, was the place where Jehovah
dwelt by the glorious symbol of his presence.

All that pertained to the tabernacle and its furni-
ture, was to be made according to a pattern which
was shown to Moses in the hely mowit. Ex. 259,
40. That which was shown to him was cither “ the
temple of the tabernacle of testimony in heaven”
(Rev. 15 :5), or a model of it; for Taul, speaking of
the *<worldly sanctuary,” or the ¢ first tabernacle,”
with its < vessels of ministry,” calls them " the pat-
terns of things in the henvens.” Heb. 9 : 28,

Everything of the tabernacle and its contents was
the work of human hands, cxcept the testimony en-
graven upon the tables. The engraving was done by
the finger of God. As all else was ntade according
to the pattern, and was therefore a true representa-
tion of things in the heavens, it would be extremely
unreasonable to suppose that the testhmony, written
by the finger of God, was not a true copy of the law
of God contained in the heavenly temple.

Here is an argument for the perpetuity and immut-

ability of the ten commandments. As long as this

law remains in ‘‘the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, and not man,” so long it must remain the law
of God. But it remains there till the seventh trumpet
sounds, the sounding of which does not cease till the
dead are judged, and the risen saints rcceive their re-
ward in the kingdom of God. Rev, 11:15-19.

One of the events which transpire during the
sounding of the seventh angel is expressed as follows :
‘“And the temple of God was opened in beaven, and
there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament.”
The sacred ark of God’s testimony is stillin heaven.
That holy law is still binding in every jot and tittle.
It is in vain for men to claim that one of its hoty pre-
cepts is cither abolished or changed in the least.
This law is the rule by which God will bring every
work into judgment Men of all ages and nations
will be judged by this one perfect rule.

R. F. C.

et @ P e

NATURE OF THE DEATH THAT WAS
THREATENED ADAM.

“In the day that thou ecatest thercof thou shall
surely die.” Gen. 2 17. A number of inquires have
been received regarding the nature of the death that
was threatened our first parents as a punishment for
partaking of the forbidden frurt.

So far as we are informed, commentators and lexi-
cographers are agreed that the words translated «* thou
shalt surely die,” may with equal correctness, be ren-
dered, ‘“dying thou shalt die” This form of expres-
sion is given in the margin of the Bible as the literal
Hebrew rendering. As we understand the matter,
the sentence pronounced against Adam was equivalent
to telling him that in the day that he should partake
of the forbidden fruit he would become mortal, enter
upon a dying condition, in which he would continue
until death in its completeness-— an utter cessation
of life —should be reached. With regard to the
duration of the condition of death that Adam should
thius enter upon, there was no intimation that it was
to be otherwise than perpetual. No evidenece exists,
that we are aware of, that the sentence of death was
based upon or contained any promise of release for
those who should suffer its execution,

The question turns upon the time when the plan of
galvation was formed. John 8:16 states that’*God
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whogoever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have cverlasting life.” It follows that previ-
ous to the time that God thus gave his Son, the pros-
pect hefore the human race was that of utterly per-
ishing ; of suffering a death from which there would
be no resurreetion; and escape from that fate was
impossible, with the then existing conditions. We
cannot conceive that the plan of salvation was formed
until there was need of such a plan; otherwise the
fall of man was necessitated, for it is not to be pre-
sumed that God does anything in vain. We do not
deny God’s foreknowledge of man’s fall and of his
need of a Saviour; but foreknowledge does not im-
ply foreordination. We do not deny that God fore-
knew that in the event of man’s fall, his Son was the
only being who could supply the needed sacrifice, and
means of redemption. But it must be remembered
that forelknowledge does not interfere in the slightest
degree with the exercise of free moral agency. If
God is infinite in his power of forcknowledge, he
foreknows our motives, and that what we do or re-
frain from doing, is the result of the free exercise of
our facnities. But this is a diversion.

One of the conditions of the plan of salvation was
that Christ should obtain possession of the keys of
the grave (Rev. 1:18) whereby he would be able to
relcase all prisoners therefrom, The Emphatic Dia-
glott gives a rendering of 2 Tim. 1:10 that makes
this matter very elear: “ Christ Jesus, who has in-
deed rendered death powerless.”” Then, hefore it was
planned that Christ should so obtain possession of
the keys of Satan's prison-house, death had power to
retain its victims irrecoverably, for Satan rcleases
none of them. Isa. 14 :12-17.

Ag there are some texts of Scripture that may be
thought to militate against the claim that the plan of
salvation was not formed until after the fall of man,
we will consider them,

Rev. 13:8: “And all that dwell upon the earth
ghall worship him, whose names are not written in
the book of life of the Lamb slain from the founda-
tion of the world.,” Itisthought that this text proves
that the plan of salvation was formed from the foun-

dation of the world. We think, however, that upon
a critical examination it will be found that such is
not the case. The Emphatic Diaglott renders the
text thus: ‘“And all who dwell on the earth shall
worship him whose name has not been written from
the foundation of tlic world in the scroll of the life
of that Lamb who was killed.” Wakefield gives sub-
stantially the same rendering, also the Danish and
Swedish versions, and others that we might mention.
Meycr, who is called the *“prince of excgetes,” says
that the phrase translated *from the foundation of
the world " belongs to the writing of the names, and
not to the slaying of the Lamb. He quotes Ham-
mond, Bengel, Heinrichs, Ewald, Zullig, De Wette,
and Hengstenberg, as supporting this view., Scott,
Barnes, Dean Alford, and the Cottage Bible all admit
that sueh a construction is allowable. With such a
construction the idea is this: There is a book of life,
in which have been written the names of subjeets of
the everlasting kingdom of the Lamb that was slain.
The use of this book for the purpose named, dates
from the foundation of the world. This book be-
longs to Christ, and he has said, “He that overcom-
eth, the same shall be clothed in white raiment ; and
I will not blot out his name out of the book of life.”
Rev. 3:5. As different individunals have entered the
kingdom of grace, from time to time, during the his-
tory of tbe race, their names have been recorded in
the book of life, and all who prove faithful in the
work of overcoming, will have their names retained,
and eventually be redeemed.

But if more conclusive evidence is wanted to show
that the expression,' “from the foundntion of the
world,” refers to the writing of the names, and not
to the slaying of the Lamb, we will find it in Rev.
17:8: “ And they that dwell on the earth shall won-
der, whose names were not written 1 the bool of
life from the foundation of the world.” In this text,
which is a parallel to chap. 13:8, the writing of the
names in the book of life is distinctly stated as that
which dates with the foundation of the world. We
present this text as a divine commentary on chap.
13 : 8, and as giving an interpretation at onee eonsist-
ent and conclusive.

1 Peter 1:19, 20: **But with the precions blood of
Christ, ag of a lamb without blemish and without
spot : who verily was forecordained before the foun-
dation of the world.” There is no statement in this
text or its connection, to show for what Christ was
forcordained. It is not said that he was foreordained
to be the “lamb without blemish.” Let it be inter-
preted that he was foreordained to be the possessor
of a kingdom, and no difficulty is experienced. Had
not man sinved, but continued in obedience, Christ
would have come into possession of his kingdom as it
was foreordained that he should; but the fall occur-
ring, therc must needs be another way provided; for
God’s plan cannot be frustrated. That new way was
the plan of salvation, and this necessitated that Christ
should obtain possession of his kingdom hy way of
the cross.

But there is another explanation to be given of the
text last quoted. 'The word rendered ‘“ foreordained”
in our common version, is rendered ¢ foreknown” in
the Diaglott, also in the Revised Version. Several
prominent commentators agree to this, and Meyer
quotes Kiihl as saying that the meaning of the expres-
sion is, * foreknown as the one who alone would be
qualified to be the Messiah and Redeemer.” But as
has been previously stated (and as was eonclusively
ghown in No. 12, present volmne of the Review), God’s
foreknowledge of what is to occur, does not imply
that he determined beforehiand that it skould occur.

9 Tim. 1:9: **Who hath saved us, and called us
with an holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to his own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.”
The question at issue, as affected by this text, turns
on the signification of the phrase, *before the world
began,” Wakefield translates it © before the ages;”
the Revised Version, ““before times eternal ;” Young’s
Analytical Concordance, “before the times of the
ages.” Robinson’s Greck and Bnglish Lexicon de-
fines the terms as meaning in this instance, * before
the ages, worlds, from eternity.” Rotherham renders
it ““before remote — age, times.”

There are two interpretations that may be given of
this text, both of which are consistent with the views
heretofore presented, and neither of which admits
the formation of the plan of salvation previous to
the fall of Adam: Fixst, by the expression given in
our common version, ’‘ before the world began,” the
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apostle intended simply to make an indefinite refer-
ence to the remote point of time when the Saviour
wasg promised, as recorded in Gen. 8:15. This idea
is very clearly expressed by the rendering given by
Rotherham, ‘“before remote — age, times,” and con-
curred in by Wakefield and Young, above quoted.
This view is rendered plausible by the tenth verse—
_“Bul is now made manifest by the appearing of our
Saviour Jesus Christ.” With this interpretation, the
apostle is made to couvey the idea that the purpose
and grace of God, that was manifested in the promise
of a Saviour, which promise was made in very rcinote
ages, is now manifested by the actual appearance of
that Saviour.

The second interpretation that may be given is this:
Bofore the world began, the purpose and grace of
God concerning the beings that should people if, was
that they should be the subjects of his Son’s kingdom.
They were placed on probation, and God’s purpose
wag, that, in the event of their successfully passing
that probation, this earth, witl its perfected race,
should be the everlasting kingdom of Christ Jesus.
But the race fell, and forfeited all vight and title to
its prospective inheritance, aud with the then exist-
ing conditions, there was no possibility for it to have
a second trinl. But Christ, “having loved Ais own
which were in the world” (John 18 :1), proposed to
lay down his life for the lost sheep (chap. 10:15),
and now we sec that smme purpose and grace of God
manifested by the actual appearance of God’s only
Son ag the Saviour of the fallen race. Thus in any
event, whether we consider the race before or since
its fall, it was and is connected, iu the purpose and
grace of (od, with his Son Christ Jesus.

There arc several texts, the signification of which
is rendered very clear with the foregoing interpreta-
tion in view : ¢ Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, wiho hath blessed us with all
gpiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ; ac-
cording as he hath chosen us in him before the foun-
dation of the world, that we should be holy and with-
out blame before him in love, having predestinated
us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will.”
Iiph. 1:8-5. By locating the choice and predestina-
tion herc referred to, as having been made before the
fall, and with the opportunity in view for man to pass
suceessfully his probation, the beanty and force of
the language is apparent.

“In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot
lie, promised before the world begau.” Titus1:2.
The eternal life that we have set before us, is the
same life, upon the same earth, aud ‘with the same
King, thal was sct before the race previous to its fall.

“Tror whom he did forcknow, he also did predesti-
nate to be conformed to the image of his Sou, that
he might be the first-born among many brethren.
Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also
called ; and whom he ealled, them he also justified;
and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” Rom.
8:29, 80. God’s foreknowledge of man, with respect
to his being saved, comsisted in knowing that he
would need a plan of salvation, His predestination
consisted in predestinating that those who should ac-
cept of the conditions of that plan of salvation, should
be conformed to the image of his Son, and experience
the new birth in its completeness.  The * predestina-
tion” spoken of in Panl’s second statement is reached
by the samne method as in the first statenent. He
says that those ““whom he did predestinate ” were also
called, and such is the casc : for the call extends to all
the human race. Rev. 22:1%; 2 Peter 3:9. Those
who accept the call, and comply with the conditions
of the plan of salvation, and thus become predesti-
nnted, receive justification, and finally, glorification.

The signification of these texts may be made elearer-

by reversing the order of considering the points
named. Those who are finally glorified, are made so
because they were justified.  They received justifica-
tion because they became predestinated to that con-
dition in consequence of accepting of the call. Take
also the flrst serics in the samme manner, Those
who will experience the new birth in its complete-
ness, do so beecause they had become conformed to
the image of Jesus Christ. They became thus con-
formed because of the predestination to which they
were entitled, iu consequence of complying with the
conditions of the plan of salvation that was provided
by God’s foreknowledge of man’s necessities. This
is the only view of foreordination that does not charge
God with folly in imposing conditions in the plan of
galvation, and that does not destroy man’s free moral
agency. G W. M.

APPROACH OF THE DAY OF THE LORD.

‘Wz will now recall a few of the statements made
by the apostle regarding developments that must be
witnessed before the day of the Lord can be expected.
He wrote to the Thessalonians : “ That day shall not
come except there come a falling away first, and
that man of sin be revealed. the son of perdition,”
2 Thess. 2 :8, We found that the “ falling away” was
casily identified ; and it has been maintained that in
the papacy is found the ‘“man of sin ;” that the cause
that hindered the complete development of the papacy
was pagan Rome; that this cause was removed in
A. D. 588, when church and state became fully united.
‘We are now prepared to consider the career of the
papacy. We first notice its —

BLASPHEMOUS CHARACTER.

Scripture testimony on this point is as follows : —

“ A mouth that spake very great things.,” Dan. 7 :20.

‘“ And he shall speak great words against the Most High.”
Dan, 7 :25.

“ And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great
things and dlasphemies.”” Rev, 18 :5.

““Who opposeth and exalteth himsclf above all that is
called Qod, or that is worshiped ; so that ke as God sitteth in
the temple of God, showing himself that heis God.” 2 Thess,
24, .
“And the kiug shell do according to his wili ; and he
shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and
shall speak marvelous things against the God of gods”
Dan. 11 : 36.

The conclusion of Pr. Giustianni’s ordination letter
runs thus:—

¢ Given in Rome from our palace, the 10th of February,
1817, the XIV. Jurisdietion of the most holy Pontiff and
Father in Christ, and Lord our God the Pope, Leo XI1,, ete.”
— Rome as It Is, p. 180.

Pope Martin V. wrote iu the dispatehes with which
he furnished his ambagsador to Constantinople : —

¢ The most holy and most bappy, who is the arbiter of
heaven and the Jord of the earth, the suceessor of St. Poter,
the anointed of the Lord, the master of the universe, the
father of kings, the light of the world.”— Qiustianni’s Rome
as It Is, p. 181,

Again Dr. Giustianni says: —

¢“Go to Rome, and you will read on the gate of the city,
¢Paulus III. Pontifex Opt. Maxim. in terris Deus.’ Paul
III1., high priest, the best, the greatest, and Qod on carth.”

Dr. Middleton informs us that at the coronation of a
pope, the cardinal deacon puts the triple crown on
the pope’s head, and addresses to him the following :—

¢ Receive this tiara embeliished with three crowns, and
never forget that you are the father of princes and kings, the
supreme judge of the universe, and on the earth, vicar of
Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour.”—Conformity of Popeyy
and Paganism. -

¢“To make war against the pope I8 to make war agaivst
God, seeing the pope is God, aud God is the pope.”’—Hore-
ri’s History.

A canon of Pope Gregory VII. says:—

¢t All princes should kiss the feet of the pope. . . . To
him it belongs to dethrone emperors. His sentence nonc
may oppose, hut he alone may annul the judgment of all
mankind, The pope cannot be judged by any man. The
Roman Church never erred, and never can err.”’— Baronius’s
Annals 1076; Hildebrand, Epist. 56.

The famous popish author, Augustinus Triumphus,
in his Pref. Sum. to John 22, asserted that ‘‘the
pope’s power is infinite.”

“The very doubt whether a councli be greater than the
pope, is absurd, because it involves this contradiction, that
the supreme pontiff is not supreme. He cannot ery, he can-
not be deceived. It must he conceived eoncerning him that
he knows all things.*—dJacod. de Concil, lib. 10.

“The pope is all in all, aud above all, so that God himself
and the pope, the vicar of God, are but one consistory.”—
Hostiensis Cap., ete.

The blasphemous power of the “man of sin” is
exhibited in a work on ““The Priesthood,” by M.
Gaume. This work was approved by uine bishops
and archbishops, aud by Pope Gregory XVI. ; and, as
a token of his appreciatiou of the said work, the pon-
tiff sent him the cross of the order of St. Sylvester.
He says:—

“ Suppose that the Redeemer visibly descends in person to
his chineh, aud stations himself in the confessional to ad-
minister the sacrament of penance, while a priest occupies
another, The Son of God says, I absolve you, and the
priest says also, I ahsolve you, and the penitent finds him-
gelf absolved just as much by one as by the other.”” ¢ Thus
the pricst, mighty like God, can instantly snateh the siuner
from hell, render him worthy of paradise, and of a slave
of the Decvil make a son of Abraham, and God himself 1s
obliged to submit to the judgment of the priest, to grant or re-
fuse his pardon according as the pricst may grant or refuse
absolution. The sentence of the priest precedes ; God sub-
mits to {t, Can any one conceive of a greater power ¢ ?

ITS PERSECUTING CHARACTER.

« And he shall speak great words against the Most High,
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to
change times and laws.””  Dan, 7 : 25.

¢ And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” Rev.
17 ¢ 6.

‘“ And they shall place the abomination that mlaketh deso-
late,”” Dan. 11 :31,

“IIe shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly
to make away many.” Verse 44,

‘“ They ghall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity,
and by spoil, many days.” Verse 83,

The “American Text-Book of Popery,” p. 878,
sums up the eruelty of the papal canons and decretals
as follows:—

‘“ Heretics are denounced as infamous. The protection of
the law and the claims of equity are denied them, They are
adjudged to be worthy only of lingering in the most exeru-
ciating tortures ; and when pature ean no more bear the
suffering, or barbarity can no longor be gratified, then the
fire terminates the anguish of the vietim.”

Pope Marcelius decreed : —

‘It is permitted neither to think nor to teach otherwise
than the court of Rome directs.””—Corpus Juris Canoici,
part 2, chap. 18,

Pope Inuocent IIL deereed :—

‘'The secular powers shall swear to exterminate all here-
ties condemned by the church; and if they do not, they
shall be anathema.”—Deeretals of Gregory 1.X., book Sy title 7.

Pope Alexander IV, deereed : —

“Tnquisitors may compel the heirs of those who favored
heretics to fulfll the penance enjoined by dellvering up their
goods. After the death of a man, he may be declared a
hevetic, that his property may be confiscated.”— Decretals of
Boniface VIIL, Liber. Sextus, book b, title 2,

In the “Directory for the Inquisitors,” we find the
following : —

‘ A heretic merlts the pains of fire. By the gospel, the
canons, eivil iaw, and custom, herctics must be bmrned.”
‘CAll persons may attack any rebels to the church, and de-
spoil them of their wealth, und slay them, and burn their
louses and cities.” ‘ Heretics must be sought after, and be .
corvected or exterminated.”’—Pages 148, 176, 177, 212.

In A. p. 15616, Pope Leo X. issued the following
papal bull : —

‘‘No person shall preach without the permission of his
superior. All preachers shall explain the gospel according
to the Fathers. They shall not explain futurity, or the tines
of dAntichrist/ 1f any person shall act contrary to this re-
seript, he shall be divested of his office as preacher, and be
excommunicated.”— Directorium Inguisitorium, published at
Rome, October, 1684,

The Cottage Bible, commenting on Rev. 17:6,
speaks of the massacre of St. Bartholomew, and
other persccutions of the Christian church, as fol-
lows ; —

¢ Charles IX. of France, a Roman Catholic prince, laid a
snare for the destruction of the Protestants, by offering his
sister in marrlage to a Hnguenot (a Protestant) prince of
Navarre, All the chief men of the Huguenots were assem-
bled in Paris at the nuptials; when on the eve of St. Bar-
tholomew’s day, Aug. 24, 1572, at the ringing of a hgll, the
massacre commenced. An unparaileled scene of* horror
ensued. The Roman Catholics rushed upon the defenseless -
Protestants, Above five huudred men of distinetion, and
about ten thousaud others that night slept in Paris the sleep
of death. A general destruetion was immediately ordered
throughout France, and a horrid carnage was soon witnessed
at Rouen, Lyouns, Orleans, and other cities. Sixty thonsand
perished 5 and when the news of this event reached Rome,
Pope Gregory XIII. institnted the most solemn rejoieing,
giving thanks to Almighty God for this glorious vietory over
the heretics | According to the calculation of some, about
two hundred thousand suffercd death in seven years under
Pope Julian ; mo less than one hundred thousand were mas-
sacred by the French in the space of three months; the
Waldenses who perished, amounted to one million; within
thirty years, the Jesuits destroyed nine hundred thousand
under the Duke of Alva, thirty-six thousand were executed
by the common hangmun ; one hundred and fifty thousand
perished in the Inquisition ; and one hundred and fifty thou-
sand by the Irish massacre ; besides the vast muititude of
whom the world could never be particularly Informed, who
were proseribed, banished, starved, burnt, buried alive,
smothered, suffocated, drowned, assassinated, chained to the
galleys for life, or immured within the horrid walls of the
Bastile, or others of their church or state prisons, Accord-
fng to some, the whole number of persons massacred since
the rise of papacy, amounts to fifty mitijon.”

The following is taken from the Shepherd of the
Vailey, 1876, published at St. Louis, Mo., under the
supervision of Arehbishop Kendrick : —

““We confess that the Roman Catholic Church is intoler-
ant ; that is to say, that it uscs all the means in lts power
for the extlrpation of error and of sin ; but tlis intolerance
is the logical an@ necessary consequence of her infallibility.
She alone has the right to be intolerant, becanse she alone
has the truth, The church tolerates heretics where she is
obliged to do so, but she hates them mortally, and employs
all her force to secure their annihilatiou.  When the Catho-
lics shall here be in possession of a considerable majority,—
which will eertainly be the case by and hy, although the time
may be long deferred, — then religlous liberty will have come
to an end in the Republiec of the United States, Onr
enemies say this, and we believe with them, Our enemies
know that we do not pretend to be better than our church,
and in what concerns this, her hstory is open to all, They
know, then, how the Roman Churel dealt with heretics in
the Middle Ages, and how she deals with them to-day wher-
ever she has the power.  'We no more think of denying these
historic facts than we do of blaming the saints of God and
the princes of the church for what they have done or ap-
proved in these matters,”

One other important characteristic remains to be
considered ; Viz., that of presuming to change the law of
God. This will be the subject of a succeeding ar-
ticle. G W, M,
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THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION : IS IT
COMPLETED 7—NO. 9.

It wag the intention to complete thig series in three
or four brief articles, but the ficld has extended much
beyond the limit anticipated.

It was prowmised that four points should receive at-
tention; viz., 1. The truths held by the apostolic
church; 3. The falling away from these truths; 8.
Past reformatory movements looking Lo & restoration
of these primitive standards of the church; and 4.
The necessary completion of these reforms in our
own day. The discussion of the second point is com-
pleted with this issue. We have traced the sad de-
parture of the early church to the fifth century., Of
the many orrors there brought into her inclosure,
none was more purely heathen in its origin, and none
has been move tenaoious of existence, than the pagan

festival, Sunday.
Men are wont to ask, “If the Sunday vest is with-

out Scripture support, how could it possibly have re-
ceived such universal acceptance?” The mystery
might easily be solved by an examination of the cir-
cumstances, such as the unparalleled ignorance of the
times, the low state of morals among all classes of the
people, the repeated efforts of church councils to en-
force the change. the enactment of stringent and op-
pressive civil laws prohibiting Sahbath keeping and
enjoining Sunday observance, and the long period of
many centuries required to bring the Sunday institu-
tion into the partial recognition which it now re-
ceives. Doubtless greater difficulty would be experi-

enced in securing the adoption of 8o unscriptural a.

change among Christians of our own day. But the
age of Constantine, and the centuries succeeding,
were times of great darkness. Very few had the
Scriptures, the printing-press being then unknown.
The church was flooded with baplized pagans, out-
wardly professing Christianity, but worshiping their
idols in secret, The leadership of the church was de-
livered to the pagan emperor Constantine, who, by
the bait of militnry and political honors, made church
membership attractive to the worldly and ambitious.
Undoer these circumstances, it was not impossible to
accomplish the change ; but, like most other errors,
Sunday kecping gradually gained ascendency.

Yet the seventh-day Sabbath found conscientious
adherents for ages after Constantine’s time.

““Sabbath keepers continued in the Western church
ag late as the fifth century, and in the Kastern until
the fifteenth or later.”—People’s Cyclopedia,

As o legal rest-day, Sunday dates from Constan-
tine’s edict, A. ». 821 ; as an authoritative institution
of the church, it dates from the council of Laodices,
A.D. 864, At this council, Sabbath keeping was pro-
hibited, and Sunday keeping wag enjoined. (See Mec-
Clintoek and Strong.) Associated in the fourth cent-
ury with monks, eclibacy, and the Sunday, came also
the Latin mags and other abominations, A few his-
torical extracts will disclose the corrupted state of re-
ligion that permitted the adoption of such grossly un-
gseriptural and immoral practices. Wharey says of
the fifth century : — :

“The degeneracy and profligacy of the clergy of
all ranks began now to be very great.” ‘‘The rites
and ccromonieg of the church were greatly multi-
plied. Tverything was adapted to show and splen-
dor.” “'T'o live among wild beasts — nay in the man-
ner of these beasts, roam about like madmen, in des-
ert places, and without garments ; to feed their emaci-
ated bodies with hay and grass; to shun the couverse
nnd the sight of men ; to stand motionless on certain
places, for many -years, exposed lo the weather; to
shut themselves up in confined cabins till life ended,
— this was accounted piety.”

“Of tho vices of the whole clerleal order, their
luxury, their arrogance, their avarice, their voluptn-
ousness, we have as many witnesges as we have writ-
ers,”— Murdock's Mosheim,

This low state of morals among the clergy, and
these supergtitions among the people, afforded fertile
goil for an abundant crop of heathen practices.

In the sixth century, Mosheim says, ** The state of
theology grew worse and worse.” External show
took the place of inward piety; penance, of faith;
and repeating prayexs, of a holy life. The vices and
degencracy of the clergy of this age were such that
laws were enacted against them forbidding drunken-
nesgs, concubinage, gaming, swearing, etc.

Of a still later period, the historian says :—

“Such was the ignorance of the clergy in many
places that few of them were able to read or write.”
‘““Bishops were forbade getting drunk.” Complaint
was made that *“the nunneries, in some places,
seemed to be rvatlicr brothels than nonasteries.”—
Wharey.

So the mournful tale proceeds. Downward still,

to unnamed depths of infamy, sank the professed
church of Christ. Real piety had fled, and vital god-
liness was scarcely to be found.

Of the tenth century, Mosheim says: —

“The clergy . were illiterate, stupid, ignorant
of everything pertaining to religion, libidinous, su-
perstitious, and tlagitious.”

Of the eleventh century, Wharey says : —

“The great mass of the people, and even the

clergy, secular as well as regular, were addicted to
every species of vice.”

Of the thirteenth century he says:— -

“The theology of this century became still more
corrupt, Little regard was paid to the Scriptures.”
‘Rites and ceremonies continued to be increased.”

During these ages, many of the clergy never as
much as saw a Bible. Wylie, in his ‘History of
Protestantism,” relates that a certain bishop, on look-
ing at a Bible, exclaimed, “I do not know what book
thig is, but I perceive that it is against almost cvery-
thing that we do.”. No wonder there came to be a
close resemblance between Catholicism and paganism.
No wonder that, with other heathenisms, the pagan
Sunday was also adopted, With the prevailing igno-
rance and such corrupt morals, any innovation might
reasonably be expected. Besides this, when it is re-
membered that everything was done that could be
done, both by the church and the civil authorities, to
enforce Sunday observance ; that synod after synod
and council after council emphasized Sunday keeping
and anathematized Sabbath keeping ; that many lost
their lives, and were persecuted as obnoxious here-
tics for their allegiance to the resi-day of Jehovah,—
it is no wonder that after more than a thousand years
of oppression and controversy, the counterfeit Sab-
bath bad obtained somewhat of a general recognition
among the people. The wonder is that it should take
$0 long to bring about the change, and be altered
with such great difficulty.

The ““falling away ” appeared to reach a culminat-
ing point in the sixteenth century. The last straw
that nade the papacy no longer endurable to honest
people was the dogma of indulgences. 'When Christ’s
church had sunk so low as to sell publicly and shame-
lessly the privilege of comnmitting all manner of
crimes, her very name had become a stench, and ber
doclrines an abhorrence, even to her ardent members.
But this damnable practice was only the giant oak
which had developed from an acorn sown in the sec-
ond century, and its development is a fair sample of
the manner in which other errors gained a foothold,
such as sprinkling for baptism and the Sunday Sab-
bath.

The first step toward the noxious doctrine of in-
dulgences, as known in Luther’s day, was taken in
the very first centuries. Dr. Murdock says :i—

“ The origin of indulgences mugt be sought in the
earliest history of the church.”

In the first centuries of the Christian church, such

_Christians as were excluded from the communion on

account of their lapses in times of persecution, or
on account of other heinous sins, had to seck a resto-
ration to fellowship by a public penance. This pen-
ance consisted in fasting, going bare-headed, or stand-
ing before the door of the church clad in a garb of
mourning. These were simple and trivial ceremonies,
but they had in them the very germ of Autichrigt; for
they assumed man’s ability to securc his own justifi-
cation. Faith in Christ was not formally rejected,
but something else was substituted. Man turned
aside from the redeeming meritg of Christ, and be-
came his own saviour by inflicting with his own
hands the penalty due for his transgressions. Bodily
pain and suffering became a satisfactory expiation for
the gins of the soul. Voluntary flagellations were
afterward introduced, and, after the cieventh eentury,
became an abgolute mania. People of all grades aud

ages, even to children of five years old, marched al-

most naked through the towns in the dead of winter,
lagshing themselves without pity, until the streets re-
sounded with cries and groans which brought tears of
compassion from every spectator. TFor each and
every gin a separate penance was imposed by the
priest,

Thus mankind groaned under a load of ecclesias-
tical punishments that seemed not only unendurable
but almogt endless in duration.

But would not death end these cruel tortures, and
promise the wretched victim relief ? Rome provided
for this emergency. Eventually she taught the doc-
trine of the purgatosial fires of the intermediate state.
There, she said, ample time would be afforded for the
infliction of every penance unpaid during life. Such

a galling yoke must have some mitigation, at least for
the rich; and a general clamor for some relief or
change could not be ignored. The doctrine of indul-
gences exactly mot the requirement. For a certain
sum of money, the kind-hearted priest would bear the
heavy burden of fasting and penance which he him-
self had imposed. This was called an indulgence.

At first, indulgences were supposed to release a
person from the temporal punishments of the church
during life ; but afterward, in the fourteenth eentury,
when their sale began to fill the coffers of the church,
the release was extended to the pains of purgatory.
The pope also proclaimed plenary indulgences to all
who made pilgrimages to Rome at the stated times,—
first, every one hundred years, then, every fifty years,
and finally, every twenty-five years. All brought
with them rich offerings. Two hundred thousand
visited Rome in one month. Tinally the gale of in-
dulgences was transferred to all the market places of
Christendom. Sharp and unscrupulous hawkers were
employed to dispose of them at auction. People
were solicited not only to expiate with money their
own sins, but those of their dead frlends in purgatory.
A regular price-list of the various crimes waginvented.
A certain price was fixed to the crime of murder, an-
other to perjury, another to burglary, etc. The evil
was at its hight.

Could hell itself vomit forth viler contagion ? It
would scem impossible for pious depravity to fall into
deeper slums., “There remained few heathen evil
practices unimitated, Apostasy had dragged Christ’s
church from the mountain-top of purity to the very
abyss of corruplion, stagnation, and death; and the
church had quaffed the very dregs from the fitthy cup
of the pagan abominations. Then the Reformer arose.

W. C. Wavrgs,

AMoNe the arguments presented by the gpeakers at
a recent meeting of German, Swedish, and Norwegian
citizens, in Chicago, for the promotion of stricter
Sunday observance, was this sentence from Hon. C. C.
Bonney: “If the saloon is forced to close Sunday,
it will become a day of peace, instead of riot and
murder.”

This is a truthful saying, and constitutes a good
and sufficient reason for shutling up the Sunday
galoon immediately and for all time. But its effect-
iveness does not lie in the fact that Sunday is the
American Sabbatl, but in the fact that the saloon is
the promoter of murder and riot. And this being so,
it is just as essenlial that it shiould be closed on Mon-
day as on Sunday, and so of all other days of the
week. ! ' )

Would these zealous opponents of the Sunday sa-
loon be equally earnest in opposing its existence on
the other six days of the week, their work would
commmend itsclf to all lovers of peace and order, TBut
when they single out the first day of the week as the
object of their special zeal in the cause of temperance,
as though riot and murder and the myriad other evils
of the saloon had any right whatever to exist on the
other six days of the week, they are putting a con-
sistent argument to a very inconsistent use.—Leview
and Herald.

———

" Ir is frequently stated by Spiritualists that Spirit-
ualism, answers the question asked by Job, “If a
man die, shall he live again?” As a.matter of fact
it does nothing of the kind. Spiritualism claimns
that there is no death, that a man continues to live
forever ; but the patriarch’s question was based on
the fact that men do cease to live. If men never
die, then there can be no such thing as living again.
Again signifies “another time,” “once more,” and
from the Bible use of this word alone, we know that
death is a cessation of life. The prophet John was
shown in vigsion those who had been slain “for the
word of God,” and he says, *“They lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of 'the
dead lived not again until the thousand years were
finished.” Rev. 20:4, 5. Fere we learn that some
who have died begin to live again at the beginning of
a certain period of a thousand years, and that others
do not live again until the thonsand years are ended.
Now as it cannot be said of a man that “he is in the
city again,” unless he has at some time been out of
the city, and has returned, so it cannot be said of any
men that they ‘‘live again,” unless they kave.at some
time ceased to live.—Signs of the Times.

B e L u——

READ not books alone, but men, and especially thy-
self.
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Gemperance Qutlook,

Tur Michigan State Conference of the Methodist
Church, that was held at St Joseph a few weeks
gince, passed the following resointion :—

¢ Iesolved, That, while disclaiming all connection
with political action or measures, we would declare
ourselves uncquivocally in favor of the entire sup-
pression of the traflic in intoxicating liquors as a
beverage, and that it is the duty of all Christian men
and women to use any legitimate measures to acconi-
plish this result. Sustaining as our proper attitude
uncompromising opposition to the liquor traffic, we
are unalterably opposed to the ennctment of all laws
that propose to regulate it, nor will we permit onr-
selves to be controlled by Fnrty organizations that are
managed in the interest of this soul-destroying busi-
ness.”

This resolution has the true ring.

From rccent investigations conducted in Phila-
delphia and Pittsburg, the territory most affected by
the Brooks high license law of Pennsylvania, it would
secm that high license is no success at all in restrict-
ing the consumption of intoxicating drink. Ardent
advoeates of this measure have pointed to the great re-
duction occasioned thereby in the saloons of those
places (in Philadelphia, from 5,778 to 1,847; and in
Allegheny County, from 2,185 to 525) as indicative
of the great cffectiveness of the law, but the evidence
seems conclusive that the suppression of a large
proportion of the saloons does not necessarily mean
a proportionate reduction in the liquor trade. The
Pittsburg Dispatch, which has been conducting the
investigation, prints the following :—

“From a canvass of the breweries, the fact is evi-
dent that in Pittsburg, as well as in Philadelphia and
other cities, the new law has not decreased their sales
to any noticeable extent, but to many has been a boon,
as in the casc of the smaller breweries, which have
built up an enormous trade in bottled beer and liquors
for private consumption.” .

This is not the kind of restrietion which true tem-
perance people desire. A decreased number of
drinkers is wanted, not a decreasc in the number of
places where drink is sold. So long as the swollen
river of intoxication continues to flow on undimin-
ished, it matters but little whether the foul stream is
made to issue from a large number of gmall channels,
or a lesser number of big ones,—whetlier the liquor
traffic is open to dealers of all classes, or whetler a
few are permitted to enjoy a monopoly of the trade.
It scems safe to say, also, that if the Brooks ligh
license law is a failure, as must be the case, if the
above statements are cotrect, it is useless to expect
the power of the liquor curse to be broken Ly any
legistation which can be conducted upon the basis of

high license.
e el 8 P s

THE DEMAND FOR SUNDAY LAWS,

Ir thoge who are so much more zealous for the
closing of saloons on Sunday than on other days,
professedly because, more people being idle on that
day, more indulge in drinking, are sincere, why are
they not equally carnest in demanding that the sa-
loons be closed on'all holidays ? Why denounce Sun-
day liquor-selling. Sunday picnics, and Sunday excur-
sions, from a temperance standpoint, any more than
Fourth of July liquor-selling, picnics, and excursions ?

The truth is, the Prohibition party is fast becoming
the church and state party, and is largely controlled
by a set of zealous but misguided religionists, who are
determined to compel everybody to keep Sunday.
This 1s evident from the fact that the effect of the
laws which they demand would be not only to close
saloons on Sunday, but to stop all legitimate business
on that day as well.

These Sunday-law advocates are well awate that
there are in the United States tens of thousands of as
good temperance people as (hemselves, who do not
regard Sunday, becanse they believe that there is no
divine warrant for so doing; and who do conscien-
tiously observe another day according to the letter of
the fourth commandment; yet they demand legisla-
tion which will at once transform good, law-abiding
citizens into outllaws; not indeed by making any
“change in the character of tllose who observe the
seventh day, but by so changing the laws that they
cannot conscientiously obey them.

That which is contrary to public peace and safety
should not be tolerated upon any day; and as liquor-
selling is evil and only evil continually, it ought to be
prohibited on all days. But Sunday laws, such as

are demanded by many Prohibitionists, must of ne-
cessity work a hardship on Sabbatarians; for a con-
scientious regard for the law of God compels them to
keep the seventh day; and if, then, the law of the
land should require them to keep the first day also, it
is clear that they would have to choose between three
things, namely, 1. violating their consciences; 2.
losing one sixth of their God-given time; or 8. break-
ing the law of the land and suffering its penalty. In-
deed, with very many there would be but two things
between which to choose, namely, violating their con-
sciences and violating the civil law ; for few would
feel that they had any right to observe two days, even
if their circumstances were such as to permit them so
to do.

But aside from the question as to whether the
fourth commandment docs require all to work six
dnys as well as to rest on the seventh day, it is clear
that it at least grants all permission to labor six days ;
and any law which deprives any one of any part of
that time, without due compensation, deprives him of
a God-given right. It does seem that this is so plain
that all onght to see it at once; but there is little
hope that such considerations, just though they be,
will long stay the rising tide of religious bigotry
which is back of and under the Sunday nrovement.
Surely in these days, when thousands of even the
professed people of God are invoking the powers of
the state against those who are humbly striving to
keep the commandments of their Creator, it behooves
all who can to say with the psalmist, *“Oh, how love I
thy law!” to take unto them the whole armor of
God, that they may be able to withstand in the evil
day.—C. P, Bollman, in Signs of the Times.

Ghe @healogical Wayld,

A MODEL PAPAL STATE.

In Ecuador the pope stiil names the president, the
priests still make the laws, and as a natural result, in
that whole country there is not a railroad, nor a tele-
graph, nor a stage coach, nor a highway upon which
a carriage or a cart can be driven, except the great
roads built by the Incas before the Spanish invasion,
which have never been kept in repair, and are now
almost useless. When I say that there is not a rail-
road in Ecuador, I should except a track ten miles
long on the sea-coast, which was laid some years ago,
but was never operated, and is now covered with
tropical underbrush like a jungle,

The city of Guayaquil, the only seaport of Ecuador,
is a place of some commercial importance, and the
residence of many foreigners. They have introduced
modern ideas and public schools. The seed thus
sown Is hearing fruit, and is a perpetual menace to
the power of the church, so much so that the prin-
¢ipal portion of the army of Ecuador is kept there to
quell revolutions when the papal authority is resisted.
Some of the enterprising citizens have organized a
telegraph company, and are constructing a line to
Quito. the capital ; but the wires are constantly cmut,
and well-informed people predict that the priests will
not allow it to be operated, for fear it will prove a
wedge that shall open the country to other modern
ideas.

There is & law in Ecuador prohibiting the importa-
tion of books, unless they shall first receive the sanc-
tion of the church, and Jesuit priests act as inspect-
ors at the Custom IHouse, to prevent the dissemination
of intelligence among the people. No records of the
finances of the government are kept, The president
of Ecuador and his finance minister were unable to
give the United States Commission the amount of
imports and exports, or the amount of revenues col-
lected. ‘Their ignorance as to the disbursement of
those revenues was quite as dense, but the prevailing
belief is that much of the money goes to sustain the
thousands of priests, monks, and nuns that keep the
people in darlkness, When the public revenues ave
not sufficient to meet their demands, the necessary
means are raised by forced loans from the merchants
of Guayaquil. An officer with a file of soldiers calls
upon the business flrms and collects the assessments,
This practice has given rise to a peculiar custom, for
to protect themselves from such impositions, the
foreign residents put signs on their doors to an-
nounce their nationality. Hence the traveler’s curi-
osity is awakened by sceing the flags of foreign coun-
tries nailed upon the entrances to residences or husi-
ness houses with a legend printed upon them, read-
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ing, “Te who lives within is an A’merican,” Xi\‘ a
Frenchman, or an Englishman, or a German, as the
ease may be. Somectimes these warnings are disre-
garded, and appeal to the minister resident is neces-
sary for protection.

Drunkenness, indolence, and licentiousness are the
lessons taught by the priests. To attend mass every '
morning, and confesgsional once a week, are the only
requirements of good citizenshkip, and vice of every
description is not only licensed but encouraged.
Four fifths of the population can neither read nor
write, and the only knowledge they have is. wlhat the
priests have told them. REcuador i a Republic in
name, but its constitution declares that the nation
““exists wholly and alone devoted to the service of
the Holy Clinrclr.,” ‘The army is divided into four com-
mands, called respectively “The Division of the

 Blessed Virgin,” The Division of the Holy Ghost,”

“The Division of the Son of God,” ‘“The Divlsion
of the Blood and Body of Christ.” < The Sacred
Heart of Jesus” is the national emblem, and the
hody-guard of the president is called “The Holy
Lancers of Saint Mary.” There are no Protestants in
Quito, and none are allowed to reside in the city,
Everything is tolerated but opposition to the Cliurch,
and he who will not partake of the sacrament is
stoned.—Dominion Churchman,
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CHURCH SPREEING.

Tuzure appeared receutly in the Clwistian Standard,
a letter from Rev. C. B. Ward, a Methodist mission-
ary in India, on the above subject, from which we
malke the following extracts :—

“‘Last week brought to our table an official Advo-
cale, containing an account of ‘corn husking’in
M. E. church, in which * pretty girls’ amuse a large
party for an hour or 50 ‘ corn husking’ in the church,
Recently another Advocate told of the auctioneer-
ing of the ‘ pretticst young lady’ as an entertainment
and means of raising money for church work, This,
too, was performed in the church, the pastor presid-
ing, Two weeks ago a local paper received, gave an
account of a Methodist dancing-school, recognized
by the pastor, and taught hy -a Methodist on religious
principles, to keep the youug pcople of the church
from going off to the world for amusement not under
religious auspices. Not long since a Methodist paper
brought us the news of a Methodist rafile for a big
cake with a gold ring in it. Still another Methodist
church had a gathering in the house of God where
men werc blind-folded and made to pay heavy for-
feitsif they made mistakes in identifying young ladies
by feeling only, and we could quote a score more as
shocking events in Methodist cliurches, for the most
parl in the cities of the United States, in the last
twelve months, all for the ostensible object of get-
ting moncy. I have found myself asking myself,
over aud over, way out here in India, Can it be so,
that these things do occur in M, E. churches? We
can no longer doubt that they do; and that they are
becoming very common in many city churehes, and
meet with much favor among many Methodist preach-
ers and people, cannot much longer be questioned, . . .

A heavy lide is setting in among a certain class of
Methodists in worldliness. Just as all over the land
there has been a wonderful revival of holiness among
Methodists, so Satan has set one of his afloat. What
will the harvest be of all this worldliness ?—Heresies,
divisions, independent movements, death, blight, and
a withering curse. In these days a strong desire is
everywhere met with to keep Methodism a unit. But
without a holy reformation, putting out all their
worldliness and Iustful, sensual, devilish money-get-
ting, sinner-pleasing sprees, Methodism cannot stand
a unit. If we mistake not, the drift in the line of -
the intellectual and popular and non-spiritual is so
strong, that legislation cannot turn the tide. Noth-
ing but a boly reformation can save Methodism to
holy conquest in the future, as in the past. . . . We
liave more of everything than spiritual energy. Ma-
chinery, education, money, and new-fangled methods
get far the largest share of attention now, with little
of the prayers and faith that made Methodism an
irresistible, soul-saving energy without the blandish-
ments. Bishop Foster gets sharp criticism when the
worldly tide of things feels his lash. O that he wonld
once more set things in’ a blaze under the fire of holi-
ness as he did in 1849 and afew years after!

‘Out in India, some of us mourn over some things
that come out here in Methodist print. We wish the
people of India might never hear of these ‘church
gprees’ and money-grabbing cnterprises. The thing
is catching. We want holy fire, not fun, frolic, and
popularity. If you think this sad sigh from an old-
fashioned Methodist soul in India will waken any
sympathy for us here, and holy zeal to stem the tide
at home, any praying for the Holy Ghost to work,
give it to your readers.”
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THT GOSPIL SICKLE.

NN NP N NS N TN v

Battle erek, Mich., October I, /1888,

Tios®E who have naturally a skeptical cast of mind
should remember that their constant danger is to
dyell under a cloud of doubt and uncertainty, which
does. not necessarily grow out of subjects under con-
si(,léifation, but ‘#hich is very often foreign thereto,
and wholly imaginary. Suech cannot expect to form
right conclusions unless they break away from their
doubts, and ra‘cc{istom themselves to looking on the
tavorable side of questions.

“Tr we did not have the leiter, we should never.be
able to find the spirit,” remarks the Beacon, s Congre-
gationalist journal, in discussing the text, “The let-
ter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” 2 Cor. 3:86.
That is a correet conclusion, and we commend the
prineiple to those who advocate that the ‘¢ gpirit” of
a law or commandnent is all that is necessary to give
heed to, By no possible means can the “gpirit” of
a law be proclaiméd except through its verbal form,
To claim that the spirit of a law can exist after the
letter of the same has been abolished, ig ns absurd as
to claim that a tree can cast a shadow after it has been
cut down and burned to ashes.

“Wu do not know when Christ will come a second
time, do not need to know, caunot know if we try,
and hence should not try to know.”~~New York Inde-
pendent,

Our contemporary certainly is not authorized by
our Saviour to affirm that we ‘“should not try to
know ” anything about Clrrist's sccond coming. Upon
a certain occagion when his disciples came to him and
asked for information that would enable them to
know something about his second advent, Christ im-
mediately proceeded to give an extended and very ex-
plicitly worded discourse in reply to their questiob.
One of his exhortations in ihat discourse was this:
“Whoso readeth, let him understand.” The Independ-
‘ent would reverse that exhortation, and have it read,
““Let him not try to understand.”

o

Wi men ignore the word of God in discussing
questions concerning whieh that word speaks clearly
and unmistakably, they are sure to stumble in a man-
ner pitinble to behold. This statement i foreibly il-
lustrnted in a late issue of the Independent, wherein a
certnin learncd (?) Professor discusses ¢ Physiological
Pgychology.” The Professor asks himself a number of
questions, which he progceeds to answer.  One of those
questions is with regard to whether or no the mental
life is dependent upon the physical organism. To
this he replies as follows :—

“This quostion is ambiguous,
the mental life go on apart from the physical organ-
igm ? and it may mean, Is the mental life, as expe-
rienced, dependent upon organic conditions ? To the
former of these questions the answer ig that there is
no good reason for thinking that the thought-life
might not be carricd on under entirely different con-
ditions. The eonnection between the physical ante-
cedents and the mental consequents is purely factual,
and, for all we can say, the order may be entirely dif-
ferent clsewhere,”

How much more sensible it would have been for
the Professor to refer the question at once to the
word of God, where he would have found very ex-
plicit replics. For instance, Ps. 146,):4 says of man,
““Flis breath goeth forth. he returneth to his earth ;
in that very day his thoughts pervish.?" Also Ps. 6:5:
“For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in
the grave, who shall give thee thank}-‘s ?”

o P
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I therc is omne precep't abov{‘);hnother which is
moral, and grows out of the natjire of things, it is
that of the Sabbath, whicll is Written on the very
front of nature.
whicli-tells us how nature came into existenee, and
points.us from nalure to nature’s God. Without the
fucts on-which it is based, we could not distinguish
the God w‘h'oigé.w the law of ten commandments,
from other gods, apd that law would have no force.
It grows out gf man's moral, mental, and physical
wants. It is émphnticnlly the precept of gratitude
and love, and lies at the foundation of, and enforces,
all moral law. Ityunfolds to our minds the grand faet
that wo owe our";éizistence and all our blessings to
Gnd »»ho made our fellow-creaturcs as well ‘as our-

Whirey, =~ sg therp the same blessings that he vouch-
B0 e moarnv

It may mean, Could | pring the discussion about.

people who need the benefits of a little religious truth |

This is the only precept of the ten .

==

safes to us; and thisfact involves au obligation to

love God sipremely and'our neighbor as ourselves. |
If we do this, we shall have no other gods before the: |
true God, male no idols to worship, use the name of |

God with reverence, and keep his rest-day; we sliall
honor parents, and pay a strict regard to the life;

chastity, property, reputation, and interests of our

fellow:men ; and thus we shall keep all the tem com~
mandments.
man to his Creator, and man to his fellow-mem, and

the moral duties we owe to God to those we owe to |
It is the key to all our moral duties. :

our fellow-men.
And if it is morally right to give our fellow-creatures

their due, it is also morally right to give Gtod his dus, |
.and the day that be claims as his own.

Ir is very inconsistent to let a few seeming .objec-
tions obscure clear and well-established principles,
and prevent us from declding in favor of what we
know to be truth. Would it be reasonable for a
school-boy to decide against the science of arithmetic
because he had come to a.problem he could not solve ¢
Reason and congistency require that we declare our-
gelves in favor of what we understand to be truth;
and those do violence to their reason and judgment
who refuse to do this. By deciding in favor of the
truth, as far as we see it, wrong meuntal habits, whieh
close the mind against the truth, will be broken, and
we shall be enabled to understand those points that
are not clear.
sands, But, although there should, for the time be-
ing, remain a few points unexplainable to our minds,
we should not suffer these points to shake our confi-
dence in plain and unmistakable evidences. It has
been ascertained that the sun hags spots which do not
emit light, but it would be unwise for this reason to
shut our eyes against the sun, and sey that it does not
ghine. TItis our duty and privilege to settle on the
truth as far as we understand it, and to be firm like
Mount Zion, which cannot be removed.

o P
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ArpARENTLY stimulated by the recent session of §
the “Pan-Anglican Synod,” the Jews, says the Jewish |

Olrondcle, ore meditating the propriety of summoning
a “Pan-Judaic” synod. The matter has gone as far
a8 the consideration of what subjects would properly
come before the meeting for discussion, among which
are mentioned the limits of Scripture inspiration, the
attitude of the synagogue toward the latest teaching
of geology and biology, the restoration of the Jewish
sacrifices, and, most important of all, the question of
the Messiah.

If there is any virtue to be derived from the holding
of such agsemblies, we think the Jews should by all
means hold one, If there is any probability of thereby

arriving nearer the truth on such subjects as the '

above, we would advise them to strain every nerve to
Certainly there are few

more than do the Jews. But alas! so far has disintegra-
tion of religious Mfe and doctrine progressed among
the great mags of the Jewish world to-day, that it may
well be doubted whether even the virtues of a “Pin-
Judaie Synod ” would produce any visible effect upon
them. About-the only result which would be likety to
appear from it, would be a littie better understanding
with the Christian bodies of the orthodox world, and
possibly a little Rearér approach to. harmony in inodes

_of worship, in-which, ‘cofisidering the present state

of the orthodox bodies.themsclves, the, Jp’i\'\lrs would
not be likely to ‘gsin any, additional trath, ‘or lose’
mueh of the errof in which. they have for so many
centuries been ingulfed.—Review and Herald,

WESLEY ON THE LAW.

OF the law of ten commandménts Wesley sald : —
<« Now this law is an incorruptible picture of the
high and holy One that inhabiteth eternity. It ishe
. ... made visible to men and angels. It is the face

“of God unveiled. . . . It is the heart.of.God dis-

cloged to man. Yea, in some sense, we may apply to
this law, what the apostle says of his son, itis the
streaming forth [or out-beaming] of his glory, the express
tmage of Ms-person [italics his]. . . . The law of God
is all virtues in one. . . . What is the law but divine
virtue and wisdom, assuming a visible form? . . .
It js unalterable rectitude. . . . The law of God

(speaking after the manner of mep) s a copy of the [ !

eternal mind, & transcript of th@fd}yine nafure; yea,
it is the fairest offspring of the eéverlasting Father,
the brightest efflux of his essential wisdom, the visi-

ble beauty of the Most High, "Itis the delight of"

cherubim and seraphim, and all the company of

Thus the Sabbath is the link that unites

This has been the experience of thou- {

heaven, and the glory and joy of every wise believer,
every well-instructed child of God upon earth.”—
Wesley's Sermons, vol. 1, pp. 809, 310.

Tlow such words ought to put to shame those
whose chief delight it seerg to be to disparage the
1 Jaw and nullify its pure precepts ! This beautiful
tribute of the great and noble founder of Methodism
to the excellenee of the divine law, equals in empha-
8is the strongest asscrtion cver made by the most
| radical SBeventh-day observer. Nor does this strong
vindication of the law diminish ought from the utility
of the gospel.

“The gospel has no significance, except as it is
based on the positive law, which Christ came not to
destroy but to fulfill.”—Simpson.

““I cannot gpare the Iaw one moment, no more than
I can spare Christ; seeing I now want it as much to
keep me to Christ, as 1 ever wanted it to bring me to
him. . . . Indeed, each is continually sending me to
the other,— the law to Christ, and Christ to the law.”
— Wesley’s Sermons, vol. 1, p. 814 ‘ '

“ And let all the people say, Amen.” o

W. C. Warps,

——

ORIGIN OF THE DAYS OF THE WEEK.

IN the museum at Berlin, in the hall devoted to the
‘Northern antiquities, they have represenlations of
‘the idols from which the names of the c.ys of the
‘week are derived.

From the idol of the sun comes Sunday. This idol
is vepresented with a face like the sun, holding &
burning wheel, with both hands on his breast, signify-
ing his course around the world.

The idol of the moon, from which comes Monday,
is habited in a short coat, like & man, but lolding the
‘moon in his hands.

Tnisco, from which comes Tuesday, was onc of the
most ancient and popular gods of the Germans, and
is represented in his garments of skin, according to
their peculiar manner of clothing. The third day of the
‘week was dedicated to his worship.

‘Woden, from which comes Wednesday, was a
! ‘vallant prince among the Saxons. His image was

| prayed to for victory,

Thor, from which we have Thursday, is seated in a
bed, with twelve stars over his head, holding a scepter
‘in his right hand.

Frigga, from which we have Friday, is represented
‘with a drawn sword in his right hand, and a bow in
‘his left. ’

Sater, from which is Saturday, has the appearance
-of perfect wretchedness. He is thin visaged, longy
- haired, with a long beard, and carries a pail of water
in his right hand, wherein are fruits and flowers,—
Present Truth,

Medical@eSurgical

Sanitarium.

THE LARGEST SANITARIUM IN THE WORLD.
‘This Institution, one of the-buildings of which is shown In the cut,
stani’s withou! a rival in the perfection and completeness of its ap-
pointments. The following are'a few of the special methods employed ;
Turkish, Russiap, Roman, Thermo-Electric, Electro-Vapor,
Electro-Hydric, Electro-Chemical, Hot Air,. Vapor. and
every form of Water Bath; Elertricity in every form;
.. Swedish Movements—Manual and Mechanical—Massage,

Pneumatic Treatment, Vacuum Treatment, Sun Baths.

All other remedial agents of known curative value employed.

Qood Wator, Good Ventiintion, Steam Meating, Perfoct Sows
arago. For circulars with particulars, address, .

SANITARIUM, Battle Creek, Mich,

THE GOSPEL SICKILE,
AN EIGHT-PAGE SEMI-MONTHLY JOURNAL,

Devoted to important Bible doctrines which are especially appllca-
ble to the present time,—the Second Coming of Churist, the Nature ot
Man, the Signs of the Times, Law of God, Plan of Salvation, State of
the Dead} and other questions of general interest,

'(Price, per year, post-paid, - - -

50. cts.
In Clubs of 10 or more, to separate addresses, 40 cts.
., In.Clubs of 100 to one address, -~ - 85 cts.

ApbpRESS,

REVIEW & HERALD,
Battle Oreek, Mich.




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

