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THE HOME MISSIONARY FOR 189l.

Wrrn this number begins the third volume of the
Home MissioNaRry, the second volume in its present
form. That it has supplied a want in the literature
of the denomination, is evident from the warm sup-
port which it has received. The paper will be con-
tinued the same size and form as the last volume,
with the same editors in charge. Some changes have
been made in the department editors. The Religious
Liberty Department, which was edited last year by
Brother A. F. Ballenger, will be edited this year by
Brother W. A. Colcord, the present secretary of the
National Religious Liberty Association, whose name
is not unfamiliar to the readers of the Home Mis-
stoNaRY. The Home Missions Department, which
was edited at the beginning of last year by our
lamented Sister M. 1. Huntley, and after her de-
cease by"Brother L. C. Chadwick, will this year be
edited by Miss Jennie Thayer, the Secretary in

" charge of the Chicago Office of the International
Tract Society. The Canvassers’ Department, which
occupied a prominent position in the paper'last year,
and was so satisfactorily edited by the General Can-
vassing Agent, Brother C. KEldridge, will this year
be in charge of Brother L, C. Chadwick, the pres-
ent General Canvassing Agent. With these excep-
tions, the editors in charge of departments are the
same as last year.

There have been some changes in the make-up
also, which we believe will make the paper more
valuable, and give better satisfaction to the readers.

The fourth Sabbath reading, which has occupied the.

first pages of the journal up to the present time, will
from this time forth appear on the fourth and fifth
pages. It is not placed there because we want to
make it less prominent; for the fourth Sabbath

readings have come to be a welcome vigitor to hun-
dreds of churches and many isolated families in all
parts of the country. The readings this year will
deal with important and practical questions, and will
not be less valuable than those of the past.

The Children’s Page will be omitted. Since July
1, 1890, Our Little Friend, a small paper for children,
has been published by the Pacific Press, and occu-
pies a place which the Children’s Page was intended
to fill in part. This page in the Home MISSIONARY
will now be filled with other matter.

The Extracts from Correspondence will be contin-
ued, as we have reason to believe that this is a very
interesting feature of the paper, as these brief ex-
tracts from the large correspondence received from
all parts of the world, give the reader some idea of
how the truth is reaching out to all the nations of
the earth, and how the Spirit of God has gone be-
fore and prepared the way by stirring up the hearts
of the people to investigate, so that they gladly re-
ceive the reading-matter sent them, and plead ear-
nestly for the living preacher.

Bach of the four departments is intended to pro-
vide a lesson for one of the weekly missionary meet-
ings each month, More care and labor will be be-
stowed upon these departments in the future than in
the past, and no effort will be spared to make them
just what our people everywhere want and need to
assist them in planning their missionary work and
in conducting their misgionary meetings. Where
weekly meetings are not held, we would recommend
that the plan of holding them be adopted with the
beginning of 1891, and that the subjects presented
in the different departments of the Home MissioNARY
be used as a basis for the work done. Even where
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only a fow can attend the meetings, it is better to
hold them regularly, and carry out the program.
The Foreign Missions Department will continue to
oceupy four pages each month, and each issue will
take up and treat some different country, or mission
field. This department will be of special interest
to those who want to become acquainted with
the great mission field that lies open before us,
and to which the great commission of our Saviour
applies. As a people, we need to study more thor-
oughly the foreign field, not simply with reference to
our own work there, but tolearn what other religions
denominations have done, and by what methods
their labors have been most successful, and wherein
they have failed .to succeed. Only as we become

" acquainted with the work in foreign lands, and the

wonderful openings there are on every hand for our -

work there to be extended, will we properly appreci-
ate the importance of educating some of our young

" men and women for that work, and of giving liber-

ally of our God-given means to support and extend it.

The Religious Liberty Department will deal with
the living issues of the day, and contain items of
news from the battle in different parts of the field,
on this most important question. It will also con-
tain valuable instruction for those engaged in this
line of work. The subject of religious liberty as
applied to our own government increases in interest
and importance each year. The advocates of relig-
ious legislation are persistent, and seem determined
to carry their point. In such a conflict, vigilance is
the price of liberty, and though we may not hope to
avert this calamity, it is our privilege and duty to
contest every inch of ground, that through the agi-
tation all may become fully informed as to the real
character of the movement. In order to work to
the best advantage, we must keep fully posted as
to the position and work of the opposition. This
department will in the future be devoted to news
from the field and plans for work, rather than
the discussion of principles. We believe all will be
pleased with this change in the department, and that
it will more fully meet the wants of the religious
liberty workers.

The department of Home Missions will continue to
deal with practical missionary work, adapted to
those who can give but a portiou of their time to
the work, and who cannot leave their homes, but
must work in their own neighborhoods or through
the maile. While the number of those who can go
out into active field work is largely increased since
the development of the canvassing work, it is still
a fact that the.large majority of our missionary

workers are so situated that their work must be
done at their homes. Tor this reason we feel as
though it was very important that careful instruc-
tion should be given with reference to methods of
home work.

The Health and Temperance Department will con-
tain valuable lessons on this important subject. But
a8 the space is too limited to treat fully the different
subjects that will be presented, arrangements have
been made with the editor of Good Health to publish
articles on the same subjects that will be taken up in
this department of the Home MIssioNARY, in corre-
sponding numbers of Good Health. The Medical Mis-
sionary, a new journal published by the Good Health
Publishing Co., the first number of which will ap-
pear under date of January, 1891, will also contain
articles that will be valuable to all interested in health
and temperance as connected with foreign mission
work. The reader may expect that frequent refer-
ence will be made to the articles that will appear in
Good Health and the Medical Missionary, both of
which journals should be in the homes of all. It has
been found by Elder Haskell, who will soon complete
his trip around the world, that the most promising
openings to be found in foreign countries are for
medical missionaries. .

The Canvassers’ Department will be filled with
live matter relating to this important branch of the
work, which every one, whether actively engaged in
the canvassing work or not, will be interested in
reading. An effort will be made to have a brief,
condensed report from each District Agent every

month and as often as possible from the different
foreign fields, and from the General Agents who
may have charge of the foreign departments of the
canvassing work in America. The monthly statis-
tical report will be continued, and we trust all will
co-operate in making this report more nearly com-
plete than it has been some months during the past
ear.

y A four-page Extra will be issued once each guarter,
which will contain the reports of the first-day offer-
ings, and other matter pertaining to the foreign mis-
sion work and plans for its support.

With this brief review of the plans for the Home
MisstoNary for 1891, we submit the first number to
the reader. We hope to have your sympathy and
your support. We expect that the subsecription list
will be largely increased during 1891, and as many
a8 possible should begin with the January number.
Every year adds to the solemnity and importance of
the work in which we are engaged, and we sincerely
hope that the year upon which we have just entered
will be marked by greater activity in the missionary
work, and more of the true missionary spirit on the
part of the workers, than any that has preceded it.

Jan. 1, 1891. D.T. J.
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THE WORK AT OUR MAIN OFFICE,

Rerort,of work done at the main office of the In-
ternational Tract Society at Battle Creek, Mich., for
the month ending Dec. 31, 1890 :—

RELIGIOUS WORK.

Pages books and tracts sent to foreign countries......... 27,182
¢ ¢« 0« United States,........... 5,086
Number periodicals sent to foreign countries ............ 1,973
¢« United States ......cvuuvenn 874

N umber letters written to foreign countries ......... cenn 46
“ ¢ ¢ United States . i 86

MRS S L STRONG

HEALTH AND TEMPERANCE WORK,

Pages books and txacts sent to foreign countries......... 8,478
i oo United States... .... 31,684

Number periodicals sent to foyeign countries........... 226
“ “ oo United States........... 448
Number of letters sent to United States..... e R 367

Mzs. C. E. L. JoNEs.

NATIONAL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY WORK.

Pages tracts and pamphlets sent out....... eeeeee.s 1,058,082
Number Sentinels........... oo« .. 281
¢t ¢ Reasons for Signing the Petition sent out ....... 7,250
R 3 1R ) T oo 830
“ Letterswritten.. ... ... i i 28

MaryY E. SIMKIN.

CHICAGO OFFICE.

Rerort of labor for the month ending Deec. 31,
1890 : —

Pages National Religious Liberty publications sent out, 4,102
¢ Health and Temperauce pubhcations ..... t 6,756

¢ denominational.......... “ ........ “ 13,532
Number Signs, Present Truth, and Instructors. . ¢ 444
“ Good Health and Pacific Health Journals. . “ 89

‘o Sentinels. ... ... e “ee ¢ 450

‘o letters. ... i “ 493

JENNIE THAYER.
SCANDINAVIAN WORK.

Pages books and pamphlets sent out .................... 2,484
Number periodicals...... ¢ ¢ ., . e 32
“ Tetters written. ... ..ottt it eeenerann 50

TENA JENSEN.

The above report of the work done at our two
offices for December, completes the year 1890, and in
another column will be found the annual summary
of the year's work. We shall continue the publica-
tion of these monthly reports, as we find them very
convenient for reference ourselves, and also find
many of our readers are interested in knowing from
month to month what the International Tract Soci-
ety is doing in the line of sending out literature of
different kinds and in doing a general missionary cor-
respondence. It is diffieult to comprebend how
much is really included in a million pages of reading-
matter, and the amount of labor necessary to handle
it and send it out in small quantities. As to the re-
sults of the sending out of this large amount of read-
ing-matter, the judgment alone will show the amount
of good that will be accomplished by it.

ANNUAL SUMMARY FOR 1890,

Main Office.

RELIGIOUS WORK.

Pages books and tracts sent to foreign countries. ...... 428,105
¢ ¢ wou ¢ ¢ United States.......... 54,120
Number per: iodlcals sent to foreign countries.......... 24,516
¢« United States............. 18,456
“ Ietters written to foreign countries........... 3,360
w “ ¢ ¢ United States.............. 1,618
HEALTH AND TEMPERANCE WORK.
Pages books and tracts sent to foreign countries. .. ... 195,090
L “ “ & ¢ ¢ TUnited States......... 127,197
Number periodicals sent to foreign countries.......... 3,770
“ ¢ ¢ United States. ............ 2,416
“  letters written to . ¢ e 1,267
G pIEAES. hat i e e e 1,988
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY WORK.
Pages tracts and pamphlets sentout................. 4,746,619
Number Sentinels e 5,356
“ petitions e 29,142
¢ ¢ Reasons for Signing the Petition ” sent out. . ... 149,462
¢ Association Manuals sent out. .......v.vuu..nn, 11,562
“ membership certificates ¢ ... ... .. ... .. ... 100
¢ “Shall the Constitution be Preserved?” ........ 500
“letters writtem. .. ... ieiai i, 1,246
‘¢ ¢« Religious Liberty’? (papers)..........couvve... 5,000
FRENCH WORK (THREE MONTHS).
Pages books and tracts sent out.........ciauiiia..s 27,048
Number periodicals o erenee e 488
“o letters written.......... ... o il 302
GERMAN WORK (THREE MONTHS).
Pages tracts and bookssentoub. ........... ... ... 17,698
Number periodicals T 438
“ o letterswritten ...... . il 145
’ SCANDINAVIAN WORK (SIX MONTHS).
Number pages books and tracts sentout ............. 49,699
¢ periodicals G, 1,467
“ letters wriften L ... Lol 686
Chicago Office.
Number pages denominational publications sent out.... 116,365
¢ “Religious Liberty ¢ RS L B 53,970
“  denominational periodicals “oou 18,951
‘“ health and temperance periodicals R 789
“ Sentinels “oo L. 86,448
¢ Manuals oo 974
¢ “Reasons for Signing the Petition” ¢« ¢« | 1,982
“  petitions oo, 163
‘o letterswritten. ... ... il ioL ., 10,178
SCANDINAVIAN WORK (THREE MONTHS).
Pages books and tracts sent out........ e 9,098
Number periodicals N 120
Yoo letterswritten ...l 225

The above is a summary of the reports that have
been printed monthly during the year 1890, and
shows the amount of each class of literature that has
been sent out from both our oftices for the year that
has just closed. The French and German work was
discontinued at the end of three months, on account
of the sickness of the secretary who had the charge
of the work in those two languages ; and the Scan-
dinavian work which was begun about April 1, 1890,
was removed to the Chicago Office, October 1, and
the correspondence will be conducted from there
hereafter.
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FoURTH SABBATH READING.

To be Read in the Churches, Sabbath, January 24.

CHRISTIAN DUTY AT HOME.

THE mission of the Saviour to this world was “to
seek and to save that which was lost.” Luke 19:10.
The great plan of redemption that is here brought
to view, includes not only salvation from the death
that came as the regult of sin, but aleo embraces the
restoration of that purity of character which man
lost, and the dominion to which he forfeited his
right. That which we wish to consider particularly
in this article, however, is that part of the plan
which pertains to the salvation of the sinner himseif,
from eternal death, and the means which are pro-
vided to secure for him eternal life instead.

Christ tells us bimself in the text above referred
to that he came for this purpose. He also tells us
that it was not simply his own will that led him to
do this, but that it was the will of the Father — God
himself, John 6:38 Thus we see the loving, ten-
der purpose of God revealed, in giving ‘“his only
begotten Son ”’ to come to this earth ¢ to seek and to
save that which was lost.” John 3:16.

The extent of God’s purpose in the salvation of
fallen, lost man, is forcibly brought to our notice by
the apostle Paul. 1 Tim. 2:3, 4. This shows us
that in sending his Son to this earth, to undertake
the salvation of lost man, it was the wish of God
that all should be saved,

With this thought fresh in our minds, let us listen
to the words of the Saviour again, while he himsgelf
tells us to what extent he carried out hig Father's
will. John 8:29. God’s will was that the lost
should be saved. He sent his Son for that purpose.
The Son says, “ 1 do always those things that please
him ” (God), thus showing us how completely his life
was given up to doing the will of God, which was to
accomplish the salvation of “that which was lost.”

We find now that the work of the Saviour here
upon the earth was to be a short one. TFor three
years and a half he labored in word and deed to ac-
complish the Father’s will, but then in accordance
with the great plan of God, he was to ceage his la-
bors here, and commence his mediatorial work on
bigh. So we find him as he is about to leave, ap-
pointing a meeting with his disciples, away in a
mountain of Galilee, and there commissioning them
to carry on the work which he had commenced but
is about to leave. Matt. 28:16-20. What does Paul
say that God’s will is ? — That all men shall be saved.
For what did he gend his Son?— To save the lost.
And now we hear the Son as he places this work in
the hands of his disciples, telling them to go to a#f
nations, or, as Mark records it (Mark 16:15), «into
all the world "’ and “ to every creature.” But we find
that, notwithstanding the fact that these disciples

had received the benefit of the personal instruction
of the Saviour himself, and had been associated with
him in his work, he did not consider them qualified
to go out and enter into the sacred work of saving
the lost, without a special preparation which alone
could come from on high. Luke 24:49. O, what a

“ lesson in this for us to learn | —not to think for a

moment of entering into the sacred work of God,
even in the humblest capacity, till we have the evi-
dence that we have his Spitit to guide and direct us
in our work! The importance of this cannot be
overestimated, We find Luke repeating the thought
in substance. Acts1:8. Here he records the words
of Christ again, with this additional thought, that
when they did receive the power which was prom-
ised, then they could commence to fulfill their com-
mission, even ‘ unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
We are all familiar with the fulfillment of the prom-
ige of the Holy Spirit, and I need only to ask you to
read at your leisure the first twelve verses of Acts 2
to refresh your minds as to the way in which the
gospel began to go to all nations.

" But could these twelve apostles, alpne, carry the
gospel into all the world and to every creature? No;
the commission of Christ is to a much larger number
than those few humble men. Hear his own words
again. Mark 13:34. Here heis referring directly to
the time when he was to leave his work on the earth,
in the hands of others to carry forward. Who is to
have a part in carrying the gospel to every creature?
— Every man. In other words, all are to go, and to
go to all; and the promise is that He to whom all
power in heaven and in earth is given, will be with
all who go out in fulfillment of this commission.
How long is the commission to be in force? How
long is Christ to be with his disciples? —«Alway,
even unto the end of the world.” Has the end of the
world come yet? We all say, No. What is our duty,
then? —“Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.” What is the promise if
we do? —“Lo, I am with you.”

1 fear that a wrong impression is often made on
our minds when we read or speak of this world-wide
commisgion. Let me agk each of you as individuals,
What is the first thought that comes to your mind
as you hear or repeat the words, “ Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature”?
Is it not the thought of going to some distant land,
where the gospel of Christ is unknown, or at best
where it has but few believers, and there engaging
in gospel work? Nearly every one will agree that
this is the first thought which comes to his mind, as
the method of fulfilling this commission. This is, to
my mind, the reason why so many Christians feel so
little burden for engaging in personal effort for the
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salvation of souls. They hear the gospel commis-
sion ; their minds go out to distant lands. They
look at their circumstances, and see that it is impos-
sible for them to go to those fields, and hence feel
that there'is bat little if any responsibility resting
upon them, except to assist in sustaining those who
do go to foreign lands, and those who are set apart
ag ministers of the gospel in the home fields. The
trouble ig that we emphasize the ¢« go ' part of the
commission more than we do the “teach.” Where
is the gospel to go?—To all nations. To how
many in all nations ? —To every creature. Do you
live in one of the nations of the earth? Are there
persons in your nation, in your State, in your
county, in your town, in your neighborhood, in your
family, who have not accepted the gospel of Christ?
Then the part of the commission which God wants
you to fulfill is to teach those persons, by precept
and example, the blessedness there is in the gospel ;
and unless you are doing all in your power to this
end, God will hold you responsible for your failure
to improve the privileges he places within your
reach.

To illustrate this, let us refer to a certain text,
which we will all agree is of universal application.
Matt. 5:14. What does the Saviour say his people
are ? — The light of the world. Notice; he does not
say, You shall be the light of the world when you can
go to some foreign field, or to some distant part of
the world and teach the gospel, but, “ Ye are the
light of the world.” If I get the correct understand-
ing of this text, it is that in whatever part of the
great field we as individuals may be situated, either
permanently or temporarily, we are to be lights to
those around us who have not received the gospel by
faith into their hearts. There are one or two other
texts that have a direct bearing upon this point, and
make it very plain to our minds, how it is possible for
us t0 be in reality the light of the world. (Read John
8:12.) What does Christ say here?—“1 am the
light of the world.” How are we to harmonize this
with the former statement that his people are the
light of the world? TLet Paul explain it. Gal. 2: 20,
Ah; here is the secret.
am crucified.” Self must die. When Christ, who is
the light of the world, lives in us; when like Paul, we
live “by the faith of the Son of God,” then he who
was the light of the world when here, dwelling in us,
will enable us to be the light of the world in his ab-
sence and to carry forward his work, because he is
the actuating power that controls all our movements.

Again: when God works in us “both to will and
to do of his good pleasure ” (Phil. 2:13), will we not
be found doing something as Christ did, when he did
always those things that pleased God? When Christ
lives in us and God works in us, if the world looks at
us, they will see something of the light of the gospel
of Christ which is to shine out, even into the dark
portions of the earth. So we find the Saviour adding
to words that we have already examined, a direct
command to us, Matt. 5:16, What are we to do?
You all answer, Let our light shine. Here, again,

" we are apt to fail to get the real meaning of the text

What does Paulsay?—«1 .

by leaving out a small but very important word.
« Let your light so shine,” says the Saviour. The ob-
ject in view is found in the latter part of the verse;
namely, that God may be gloriﬁe£ It is not to be
done by telling others of our good works, or how
much we have done; that is human, not Christlike.
We find by examining hig life and work, that when
he had performed some of his most notable deeds
of kindness and love, “he charged them that they
should tell no man.” So whenever we find ourselves
inclined to tell others of what we have done that we
consider ¢ good works,” let us remember this thought
in this text, that others are to “ see our good works,"”
not to hear us tell about them; that if Christ is in
us, and his light is shining out in our lives, we will
do as he did when here, or as he would do if he were
in our place now. )

We are to follow God as loving, obedient children,
and have the same spirit of love manifested in our
lives that Christ showed to us. Eph.5:1,2. Be-
fore we can do this, we must have all evil removed
from us by the power of God (Eph. 4:31), and then
instead of waiting for those who may have wronged
us to come and ask our forgiveness, we are to have
the same forgiving spirit that the Lord had for us
(Bph. 4 : 32), bearing in mind that “while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

Another point that we need to bear in mind con-
stantly as we try to engage in the work of saving
precious souls and winning them to Christ, is that
we are to do all that we do with a cheerful spirit.
(See Col. 3:17.) Whatsoever we do is to be done
with thanksgiving ; and Paul refers to the same
principle again. Hph., 5:20. When are we to be
thankful ? — Always. TFor what ? — All things,
How much does this leave for us to find fault about ?
— Nothing. How much time does it allow us for
murmuring ? — None at all. Isit pleasing to God
for his followers to be constantly complaining?
We all say, No. Did Christ complain? Read the
prophetic record of him in Isaiah 53, when you are
inclined to murmur, and remember that he did
always those things that pleased God, and we are
undertaking to follow his example. May God help
us to free ourselves from every semblance of the
murmuring spirit, and to do willingly and cheerfull
whatsoever may be revealed to us as the will of God.
When we are inclined to feel that our lot is hard and
our duties unpleasant to perform, let us look around
us to see if we cannot find some one whose condition
is worse than ours. Is there one of you who was
ever in such discouraging circumstances, that you
could not look around you and find some one whose
condition was less favorable than yours? You all
say, No. What is our duty, then ? —To thank God
that we are as well off as we are, and Paul tells us
what else to do. (See Gal. 6:2) When we see one
whose burden is heavier than ours, our duty is to help
him bear his burden; and just in proportion as we
assist in lightening the burdens of others, our own
burdens, which before seemed so heavy and hard to
bear, will begin to grow lighter and finally disap-
pear. Have you ever tried the remedy? If so, did
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it ever fail to cure? May the Lord help us each
to cultivate more and more of the burden-bearing
spirit. Do not wait for opportunities to present
themselves for helping others, but seek for the op-
portunities, and the Liord will help you find them.
We are to “seek” as well as ““ to save that which was
lost.”

Another important point to be considered, is that
of improving all our time. There are Christians in
the world, who seem to labor much like those who,
in worldly business, are working ten hours per day,
and constantly asking for their time to be reduced to
eight hours; or, in other words, anxious to secure
their reward with as little labor as possible. This is
not God’s plan. (Read Ecel. 11:6.) When are we
to commence our work for the Lord? — In the morn-
ing. When are we to stop ?— You almost answer,
“In the evening,” without stopping to think what
the text said. “In the morning sow thy seed, and
in the evening” —stop and rest? lay off the burden
of work ? drop all responsibility ? That is the way
many do in the work of the Lord, but the text says,
“In the evening withhold not thine hand,” and gives
us a most excellent reason for the admonition : for it
may be the good we might have done, if we had not
withheld our hand ; the assistance we might have
been to some heavily burdened soul, if we had not
slackened our effort, would have been the means of
lightening our own burdens and encouraging our own
hearts. We should improve every possible oppor-
tunity to do something towards fulfilling our part of
the great gospel commission, and helping to “seek
and to save that which was lost.”

There is a practical lesson for each of us in these
scriptures, which we have thus considered together.
We are just entering upon a new year. The year
1890 has gone. Its lost opportunities ecan never be
recalled. The days that come and go, come this way
but once. There is practical Christian work around
us on every hand. There are unconverted men,
women, and youth in every neighborhood, who are
looking to us as examples of Christian life. There
are those of our own numbers who need encourage-
ment and help. Every church in our ranks needs a
revival of the real missionary spirit and the zeal that
should characterize those who are preparing for the
coming of our Lord. et us each remember the im-
portance of that saying, «“The light that shines the
farthest, shines the brightest near at home.” Do not
be so anxious to carry the gospel to distant lands that
you forget to carry it to those near by. In laboring
for others, our own souls will be watered. Only as
we walk in the light that has been shown to us will
we receive more light on our pathway. May God
help us each to sense the importance of the time in
which we live, be diligent in his work, and do some-
thing and do it well, that we may at last hear the
‘“well done” pronounced upon us.

L. 0. Q.

-

NoreE.— We would recommend that the Ieader of the meeting, select
different persons to read the texts mentioned in the foregoing reading,
and give them the texts he wishes them to read on slips of paper before
the meeting begins. In this way some one will be ready to respond
promptly with each text when it is needed.—EpITOR.

INTERESTING EXTRAGCTS.

TrE following extracts are taken from a few o
the letters which our secretaries at Chicago are re-
ceiving from leading lawyers, State officials, and
other leading men of the South, to whom they have
been sending the American Sentinel ; —

“I have always held that nothing sectarian should be taught in
our schools. To that end I heartily indorse the Sentinel.”

“I am deeply impressed with the importance of a sincere con-
sideration of the questions presented in your paper. The safety
of our institutions and democratic principles of our government
and the avoiding of the many forms of despotism in the past
history of nations, demands a patriotic examination of the tenden-
cies of the times to centralized power and extreme paternalism.”

“Your favor of the 18th inst. received with the copy of your
excellent paper, the American Sentinel. We are thankful for
your offer to place us on your free list, and will give it a promi-
nent plage on our files. Surely your objects arc eminently worthy
of thoughtful consideration. I greatly admire your frank opposi-
tion to sectional schemes and schemers.”

“As far as I have acquainted myself with the theme of the
paper, it is the proper theme for the present State and national
agitation, wherein the States are striving so hard to eneroach upon
the province and domain of religion, and wice verse. We want
at this juncture just such a paper as the dmerican Sentinel, which
is a messenger of religious, political, and civil light and liberty
which points ont as a bright meteor, each its proper groove and
sphere, and whose motto is ‘equal and exact justice to all men of
whatever State or persuasion, religious or political.’ Go ahead, for
you are right.”

¢ The Sentinel has been a welcome weekly visitor to my office for
months, and in the main, I very heartily indorse its sentiments. I
read it with a great deal of interest, and the more I read it, the
better I like it.” h

¢ I fully indorse every principle and line and sentiment of your
paper, and bid you Godspeed in the noble work which you are
engaged in. You are in my opinion making a noble fight for
the great principles of American liberty as taught by our fore-
fathers, — free speech, free religion, and every one allowed to
worship God under his own vine and fig-tree according to the dic-
tates of his own conscience. The Constitution of our fathers has
been mutilated, vlolated, and trampled under foot already too
much for our good as a free people.”

I sincerely wish yousuccess in your laudable undertaking — the
maintenance and perpetuation of American liberty.”

“My views are identical with the Declaration of Principles of
the National Religious Liherty Association. A native of Florida
and a Bible reader, having hope toward God, how can I claim
religious toleration to me, and impose upon other men burdens
which even the Jews could not bear?”

‘‘Laws are for evil doers. Christians do not need civil laws to
make them love God and their fellow-men. Civil laws can only
make men eivil,”

“The hope of eternal life in Christ has greater restraining in-
fluence than the fear of jails.”

“The position taken by the dmerican Sentinel is a strong one,
and should be sustained. The paper is clear cut and positive in
its articles upon the subjects in hand.”

“You are doing a noble work. If you can succeed in getting
the Sentinel before the people, you may have no doubts as to its
success, and the great good it will accomplish.”

“T think that there should be no Sunday legislation, and that
every citizen, or rather every inhabitant, of this fair land of ours —
this asylum of refuge — should have the privilege of worshiping
according to the dictates of his own econscience. I think that
people ought to keep the Sabbath day holy, but the matter ought to be
left optional with them whether they will or not, and if they will,
when and how. In other words, I think there should be no ewil
Sabbath, so declared and designated by laws of the States or
United States.”
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Extracts from Correspondence.

RererENCE has been made in the past to the
writer of the following words, and time only seems
to strengthen his determination to stand by his con-
vietions of what he believes to be right. His home
is in Nevis, West Indies: —

“71 cannot thank you enough for your kindness in the regular
supply of papers and also for the books ‘ Bible Readings,’ ‘ Great
Controversy,’ and ¢ Patriarchs and Prophets.” Their contents have
been instructive and helpful, As I read of the struggle of the
early church and reformers, I am stirred in my tnmost soul to
stand boldly for the truth ; for the church is falling, alas, into a
worse state than the early one,

© T feel a call to step into the breach, and labor for a reforma-
tion ; for forms and ceremonies fill the place where the true word
should be. The law of God is disregarded, especially the fourth
commandment. '

“I do hall with joy the coming of Elder Ball. My heart
burns within me to carry the precious truth to my fellow-
men ; as [ have consecrated myself and the residue of my days
to Jehovah, I long for the time when I can serve him as I
ought. I ask your prayers that I may have more light to meet
the darkness, more power to face the foe, and .as I cannot receive
human aid, I must seek earnestly for the best of aids, even the
Holy Spirit’s instructions. I am glad to learn that the cause has
good supporters in Antigua, and my prayer is that glorious suc-
cess may attend Elder Ball’s efforts. May the eternal God, who is
our refuge, bless our cause more ahundantly, and soon spread a
glorious light on our work, is the prayer of your brother in
Christ.”

From an interested correspondent in Sierra Lieone,
West Africa : —

“T received your kind letter with parcel of tracts and a book
called ‘Spirit of Propheey,’ which will be to me as a teacher to as-
sist me to narrate more fully the life and works of our Lord. I
must return my sincere thanks to your society for the gift awarded
to me. The tracts are well appreciated by my {riends, and I make
it a duty to give them to my scliolars, that they may read and digest
those truths which are able to make them wise unto salvation. I
wish your society daily progress in all its undertakings,”’

From a sister living in Arkansas: —

¢« JWith this letter I send you the address of a Baptist minister,
who, while on his way to hold a series of meetings, stopped over
night with us, intending to stay over Sunday, *‘Thoughts on Dan-
iel and the Revelation,” lay on the table. He took it up and
opened at the great image. Ie looked astonished, and said Be
never saw that dream pictured before, and did not know there
was such a book published. He read in the book until nearly
midnight, and decided to pursue his journey on Sunday, as it was
not the Sabbath. He seemed deeply impressed with the depth
and sincerity of our literature, and wished to learn all about the
change of the Sabbath. Please give him full instructions, for I
do unot believe they will be lost.”

From Barbadoes, West Indies : —

¢¢ I have distributed the packages of literature among the sick sol-
diers at the hospital. The Lord grant that some good may be the
result. These are times of great indifference to matters pertaining
to the religious culturc of men. Even thoughtful men are liable to
come to a full stop, and endeavor to solve the problem set to the
vast reading publie, by some of the greatest lights in the seientific
world. Alas for that man’s faith, no matter to what particular
creed he may belong, that thus deserts him when most needed.

“In my humble opinion, the style of tract, etc., issued by your
excellent society, is just the sort to catch the mind. The soldiers
in the British army have to lead a wandering sort of life, often being

for years away from home influences, in a land like this (Barba-
does), where rum is the staple drink. Rum-shops thrive here in
great numbers; to combat the evil influences of these, what is there?
Certainly there are churches and chapels, as well as ministers of re-
ligion, but as yet these have not accomplished much. Very little
attention is paid to the ministrations of the chaplain, and we find
the soldiers deaf to their warnings. Eventually these soldiers have
to enter the hospital, suffering from the effects of drink, and then
it is that one of your admirable publications catches his eye; he
looks and finds the matter different from the usual style of tract;
reads, and God grant that such is the case, thinks, — thinks of his
reckless kind of life, and if not convinced at the moment, there is
every probability of some of the seed having escaped the rocky
ground and taken root.”?

From Wuhu, China:—

“T am in receipt of your letter of recent date accompanied by
the periodicals, tracts, and two books, for which I thank you. I
thank you also for placing my name upon your mailing list for the
Signs of the Times and the Good Health. I have arranged to place
the latter in the Customs library, where it will be read by the
whole community.”

From a new correspondent in Sierra Leone, West
Africa : —

“T thank you very much for the valuable and instructive tracts
and Signs of the Times sent me. +I can assure you that they have
been of incalculable benefit to me and the many to whom I dis-
tributed them. May the blessing of God abundantly crown your
efforts, and may the results of your labors be a thousand fold re-
paid by the millions throughout the world, whom I trust will be
led to the true light by them.””

From the Rev. ww——0!/ 8t. Martins, Dutch West
Indies:—

“I am in receipt of your favor, together with your parcel of
publications. As they only cane yesterday, I have not had time
to read them very cavefully, but I found some of them very
valuable, and shall be thankful to receive further supplies of a
similar kind which you may be disposed to send me. Our peo-
ple are very poor, and buy very few books, and there is a great
field therefore for good literature.”

From a teacher in St, Vincent:—

“T beg to thank you sincerely for the parcels of books, ete.,
and shall not forget your kindness. The reading of the tracts
and books continues to interest me and my friends; the villagers
are exceedingly grateful for the tracts. It would be a blessed day
if directed by our Master, you could infuse some of your mis-
sionary spirit and zeal in the people of this island. Hoping to
hear from you soon and be of use to you, I am very truly yours.”

From a lady correspondent in St. Kitts, West
Indies : —

“T have been spreading abroad the various tracts and papers,
after a careful reading, and am still persevering in my efforts to
reach the masses, and to illustrate the proverb, ‘* Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might.’ Your very strong
arguments against alcohol and tobacco have supplied a want long
felt, and I trust by continual perseverance in showing forth the
degradation through the use of such poisons, men may be lifted
from the trammels of darkness and error into marvelous noonday.
I trust your efforts in that direction rhay bring forth good fruit,
T need hardly tell you of my interest in so good a work, and my co-
operation for its progress for the good of others.

“The memorial card announcing the death of Sister M. Huntley,
caused a pang of sorrow; but for her we sorrow not as those who
have no hope. When I read of the self-sacrificing character and
Christian fortitude she exemplified, I lament the unworthiness of
one of her sex. She has surely deserved her ¢ well done,” and my
prayer is, that the same spirit that distinguished her, may rest
upon the other sisters of the society, that their light may shine as
the stars.”
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CoxpucTED BY W. C. WHITE.

THE WORLD AS SEEN IN THE BIBLE.

1. WHAT is the natural condition of the world ?
— « There is none that doeth good,ino, not one.”’
Ps. 14:3; Rom. 3:12.

2. What are the heathen without ? — « Without
God in the world.” Eph. 2:12.

3. Who then can be saved ?— “ Whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Rom. 10:13.

4, Why do not the heathen call upon God?
(Read Rom. 10: 14, 15.)

5. Why did Jesus come into the world? —«To
seek and to save that which was lost.” Luke
19 : 10. .

6. From. what can Jesus turn the heathen?
—“From darkness to light,and from the power of
Satan unto God.” Acts 26:18.

7. Can the heathen be reconciled to God? —
“ Whosoever will, let him take the water of life
freely.” Rev.22:17.

8. What part are men to act? — ¢ And all things
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of
reconciliation.” 2 Cor. 5:18.

9. What should be our prayer?—« Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will

send forth laborers into his harvest.” Matt. 9:38.
10. What command is given to us ?— ¢ Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creat-

ure.” Mark 16: 15,

MISSIONARY STUDY FOR 1891,

TuE study of mission fields, as presented month by
month in the HomE MrisstoNary, during 1830, has
been very generally adopted, and we find in our
churches a growing interest in the fields considered,
and in all foreign mission work.

The following topics have been adopted for special
study during 1891 : —

January, “ The World.”

February, ¢ Russia.”

March, ¢“South Africa.”

April, ¢ Central and Western Africa.”

May, ¢ Spanish America.”

June, “ Brazil.”

July, ¢ Oceanica.”

August, ¢ Scandinavia and Finland.”

September, « Papal Europe.”

October, “ Germany and Switzerland.”

November, ¢ Syria and the Jews.”

December, ©“ The United States.”

OUR MISSIONARIES.

WHERE THEY ARE, AND WHAT THEY ARE DOING.

From our Australian letters we learn that the
Bible institute, held in Melbourne from September
14 to October 10, was a most profitable occasion for
the laborers in Australia and New Zealand. About
fifty were in attendance, and at its close, thirty-three
laborers went forth into the field with renewed cour-
age and a greater fitness for the work.

Before and since the institute, Elder Haskell, ac-
companied by Blder Tenney or Elder Curtis, has
visited the churches and companies of Sabbath-keep-
erg in Sydney, New South Wales; Ballarat, Victoria ;
Adelaide, South Australia; Hobart and Bismark,
Tasmania. November 29, he reached Wellington,
New Zealand, intending to spend but a few days
there, and then proceed with his old friend and fel-
low-laborer, Elder M. C. Israel, to Napier, Gishourne,
and Auckland, This would fill December. From
Auckland, he intended to visit the Sabbath -keeping
Maoris, and then go to Kaeo, where he will labor
till January 21, when he will return to Auckland,
and prepare to sail for San Francisco, January 25.
Elder Israel says, “ The brethren have been looking
forward to this visit for a long time. We all regret
that it must be so short. We need his counsel about
future work, and shall want bim to make known the
wants of this field to the Geeneral Conference.”

When Elders Haskell, Corliss, and Israel first vis-
ited Australia, in June, 1885, there was not a Sab-
bath-keeping Christian in Australia or New Zealand.
Now there are in Australia six churches, with a
membership of 445, and in New Zealand four
churches, with a membership of 210. The Austra-
lian Conference employs six ministers and eight
licensed preachers, and the New Zealand Conference,
two ministers and two licensed preachers. Five of
these laborers are Americans, and all the others.
have accepted the message and entered the work,
in the five years of its history.

From South Africa, we learn that our brethren
have been holding a Workers’ Meeting in Cape
Town. Elders Boyd and Hankins were to conduct
the Bible classes, and Brother E. M. Morrison the
canvassers’ clags. Soon we shall have reports from
this meeting. Brother Morrison, who has been very
successful in training canvassers in Australia and
New Zealand, is expected to spend four months in
South Africa, and then proceed to England. With
his wife and child, he left Australia October 28, ex-
pecting to reach Cape Town wic Mauritius, Decem-
ber 15.

October 22, Mrs. N. H. Druillard, Treasurer of
our South African Mission, wrote:—



THE HOME

MISSIONARY. 9

“We are anxiously waiting to hear when Brother
Morrison will come. We want t0 keep all the can-
vassers at work until the convention, and they need
notice some time in advance. It costs so much to
ship the books to them, that they will want to sell
all that they have before leaving the field, and bring
none back. We are surprised at the number of
books that have been sold during the past year. No
one dared to think, at the beginning of the year,
that so many books would be sold.

“ We are following up the interest that the books
awakened, with letters and by mailing copies of
Present Truth, Signs, and Bible Hcho. It takes much
time to select the best papers and to write. We
endeavor to read every one of our Knglish papers,
for we are anxious to get all the information that we
can, and often we find that we can answer a letter
with a paper, by knowing just what paper contains
an article that we can mark and send, We have
received letters from two persons who were con-
verted from reading the books, and who are now
keeping the Sabbath,

«“Often when a canvasser is in trial or is discour-
aged, we know just what paper has an article that
will give him courage, and put him on his feet
again. We find much more work than we can do.
We are busy from early morning till late at night,
and then all is not done.”

At a late meeting of the Board of Foreign Mis-
sions, the following appointments were made for our
South African Mission: Superintendent of Mission,
Elder Ira J. Hankins; Secrctary and Treasurer,
Mrs. N. H. Druillard ; Advisory Committee, Ira J.
Hanpkins, P. J. D. Wessels, J. H. Tarr, Gteo. J. Van
Druten, and W, Robertson.

We expect that Elder C. L. Boyd is on his way to
West Africa. Tle will first visit the Gold Coast,
where, according to reports, there are about thirty
Sabbath-keepers. Afterward he will call at Liberia,
and visit Brother Gaston, whom many of our readers
met in the summer of 1889, at Washington, D. C,,
Battle Creek, and at the Kalamazoo camp-meeting.
From there he  will proceed to Ireetown, Sierra
Leone, to visit a namber of persons with whom we
have been corresponding, and who have received
much reading-matter.

The time of his sojourn on the West Coast will be
governed by the circumstances met there, and it is
expected that the information he gains of the coan-
try and people will aid us in the selection of young
men to go there for permanent work.

The movements of our Huropean workers will be
mentioned next month. w. 0. W.

THE MISSION FIELD.

Ler us glance at that fleld which «is the world.”
The first thing that strikes us is the increase of our
knowledge of the world and its inhabitants, A hun-
dred years ago the vast regions of heathenism were
comparatively a blank to the minds of most Chris-
tians. Of the hundreds of millions in China, we knew

but little beyond the meager information to be gath-
ered from the journals of the Polos, and from the
Roman Catholic Missions, and from a few traders on
the coast, ignorant of the language of the people.
Vast tracts of India were untrodden by the feet of
our countrymen, whose almost sole concerns were
trade and conquest. Africa was an unknown land,
beyond a few miles from HEgypt and the Cape, except
for a few bold but imperfect explorations up the Nile
and the Niger. Our maps of the interior were either
a blank or a blunder — deserts and plains, where lakes,
rivers, and mountains have been discovered, with a
teeming population and a fertile soil.

This vast increase of our knowledge acts in a two-
fold way on the Christian Church. First, it excites
interest in, and sympathy for, the poor and the per-
ishing ; and second, it awakens a sense of responsi-
bility for those with whom we seem by our knowledge
to be brought into personal relations. The question,
“Who is my neighbor?’ acquires a new meaning
and a wider scope.

This feeling of sympathy and sense of responsi-
bility are greatly intensified by the facilities for easy
and rapid communication with all parts of the world.
It makes us realize that we are now in that period of
prophetic history when “many shall yun to and fro,
and knowledge shall be increased.” The whole
world is now at our door. It is only a few weeks’
travel by land or sea to reach the most distant parts.
We seem to hear the sounds of -sorrow and woe in
the dark places of the earth, and to feel the anxious
beating of the hearts of the thousand millions of the
world’sinhabitants who are ignorant of God and his
Christ.

If we compare the world a hundred years ago with
what it is now, the calls to work and sense of re-
sponsibility will be intensified a thousand fold.
When Protestant missions began, China was her-
metically sealed. It was death to preach the gospel
in Japan. India was closed against all missionaries,
even our own countrymen. Carey had to seek
shelter on a little plot of ground owned by a foreign
power. South America was tabooed by the Church
of Rome. The difficulties experienced by African
travelers were enough to deter the most adventur-
ous, and Asia Minor was inaccessible, while Moham-
medanism stood in its pride and independence.

But now the whole world is open to missionary
enterprise ; we cannot even name the countries
which bave been thrown open. There is only one
isolated little spot from which missionaries are ab-
solutely shut out. We mean Thibet; but by her in-
sults to Britain’s power she is preparing the way for
the overthrow of her clerical exclusiveness.

There is one feature of the change which has come
over the world during the last century, for which
the church is not sufficiently grateful: that among
all the nations of the earth there is not one single
kingdom ruled over by an independent idolatrous
ruler. The small States in India, under Hindoo rul-
ers, are no exception. They are all under British
dominion or influence. Thibet, the one apparent
exception, is under Chinese protection. The tribes
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under the yoke of naked savages we do not reckon
among the nations and kingdoms of the world.

The overthrow of idolatrous rulers is not the work
of Christian missions ; but it has been chiefly brought
about by Christian powers, and is surely a part of
the divine purpose for preparing the way of the
Lord.

In 1786 the entire population of the world was prob-
ably about 1,000,000,000, of which professing Chris-
tians were about 200 000 000, forming 20 per cent of
the whole, or one-fourth as many a8 the 800,000,000
of heathen and Mohammedans. In 1886 the popu-
lation of the world was estimated at 1,450,000,000 ;
but the Christians of all denominations had risen to
430,000,000, that is, about 4% as many as the 1,000,-
000,000 of the heathen and Mohammedans.

If we take only the Protestant population of the
two periods, the relative change is still more strik-

In 1786 the 37,000,000 Protestants were to-

the 960,000,000 heathen and Mohammedan popu-
lation only 4 per cent, or as 1in 26. In 1886 the
137,000,000 were to the 1,313,000,000, 10 per cent,
or as very nearly 1in 10. But the gain is-not only
in numbers; in learning, in science, in wealth, and
power it is far greater.

The advantages for work to-day are inconceivably
greater than they were in the days of our fathers.
Then the work was new and untried. The few
specimens of work done were not models of wisdom,
or examples of success. Some were of value as a
warning, others as an encouragement. Everything
was new and strange, all had to be built up, the
very foundations had to be dug. The condition of
the savage tribes among whom they began was so
entirely different from anything in home experience,
we can only wonder at the courage, and faith, and
wisdom, of the early founders of our missions.

The tools with which they had to work had to be
invented and made. Native dialects had to be
learned and provided with a written language.
Dictionaries had to be made; the word of God
translated into these languages, and fickle, restless
savages taught how to read the sacred page. When
new missionaries go forth now among these nations
and tribes, they find their work comparatively easy.

Now how different are the conditions of the mission
field. In the time of our fathers there were only a
handful of laborers in the field. Now there are over
7,000 Enropean and American missionaries at work,
nearly all ‘of them educated men and women, ac-
quainted with something like 400 languages. Besides
these, there are also some 30,000 native evangelists,
Greater than these advantages are the 3,000,000
converts, two thirds of whom are either active or
passive witnesses for Christ in the midst of their
heathen countrymen.

We close with a word of warning. There is dan-
ger of trusting too much to the great increase of
knowledge and numbers and wealth and power.
We do well to remember the words, “ Not by might,

nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of -

hosta.”” —

Rev. Jumes Johnson, F. S. S., in Missionary
Review.

THE MISSION AND COMMISSION OF THE
CHURCH.

TaE following article is composed of extracts from
the writings of Arthur T, Pierson, D. D. The senti-
ment is excellent, and the thoughts presented con-
tain much instruction and counsel which will be of
great benefit to all who will give them careful
study.

“In this article we propose to begin at the be-
ginning — to go back to first principles. If there
be any misconceptions of the Mission and Commis-
sion of the Church, in respect to the world's evan-
gelization, here is the point at which to make our
corrections, adjust the variations of our compass,
and start anew. The four Gospels, at their close,
present our Lord’s last command from four points of

.view ; taken together, it is like a building presented

with a fourfold projection. In some respects these
various versions of our Lord’s great commission
agree, in others they differ; but it is like the discord
of the seventh, that leads to harmony ; their differ-
ences supplement and complement each other. For
convenience of comparison, we place them here:—

“Matthew : ‘ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” |

“Mark: Qo ye wnto all the world, and preack the
gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved.’ :

“ Luke: ‘That repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name wmong all nations, . . .
and ye are wefnesses of these things.’

“John: ‘As my Father hath sent me, even s0 send
I you. . . . These are written, that ye maght believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.’

“We often carelessly say that the church is com-
missioned ‘t0 convert the world.’ The phrase is not
scriptural, and we fear that it is at least misleading.
We may insure contact, but we cannot assure conver-
ston ; and if we are powerless to effect it, we are not
responsible for it. The use of this word ¢ convert’
and its equivalents in the Bible, is very significant.
Often as it occurs, it is often used passively or in-
transitively. ¢Shall be converted,’ ‘lest they convert,’
or turn, etc. In Acts 26:18, a proper grammatical
construction compels us to render intransitively,
‘that they may turn about,” ete. The change of voice
is especially noticeable in Ps. 51:13: ‘Then will [
teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners skall be con-
verted unto thee.

«“IHere the very distinction is preserved that we
would emphasize ; we may teach transgressors, but
we cannot convert them. Of course conversions
have followed, and will follow the proclamation of
the gospel ; but not even the most devoted herald
can assure them. We are thus careful to lay down
the platform of principles upon which we are to
carry on the work of evangelization, because we dare
not add to, or subtract from, the exact terms of our
divine mission and commisrion. This is no casge of a
distinction without a difference. On the contrary,
we are persuaded that wpon owr thorough acceptance
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of this biblical basis hangs the proper prosecution of the
whole work of evangelization. And therefore we now
proceed to show some vital relations which such a
conception of evangelism bears to the believers’ work
for souls.

“ Paul writes: ‘We are ambassadors for Christ.’
An ambassador is one who represents another; who
acts in the stead of a sovereign. Within the limits
of his instructions, he carries all the uuthority of the
monarch, the empire, the government which he rep-
resents. But the moment he passes the bounds of
those instructions, he transcends also the limits of
his authority, and may even forfeit his commission.
1t is therefore vital that we understand our commis-
sion, in order that we may always act and speak
with authority. Here is a whole province in God’s
empire in armed rebellion. We who are believers
are sent to offer to every rebel pardon and reconcili-
ation ; as though God did beseech by us, to pray
them in Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to God. We
are to declare the conditions of such reconciliation
and restoration, but we cannot compel any rebel to
lay down his arms and submit to God. Nor is this
our province. Our authority is explicit; we are em-
powered to publish the good tidings throughout the
world'; there our authority begins and euds. So
long as we confine ourselves to that, behind us,
backing up ‘our message, stands the whole Godhead !
But the moment we begin to think of it as our work
to convert men, we are tempted to tamper with the
gospel, to abate its seeming severity, and to make it
more attractive ; or even to invade the province of
the Holy Spirit, and seek to move directly upon the
unrenewed heart and will.

“It is a dangerous business, this trying to induce
men to consent to the gospel. Paul refers to this,
perhaps, when he says: ¢We are not as many,
which corrupt [adulterate] the word of God.” Now
be it remembered, that if, even for the sake of draw-
ing men to God, the ambassador adds to, or dimin-
ishes aught from, his message, he no longer speaks
with authority. Rebels may be induced to yield on
our terms, or on their own terms; but until there is
submission on God's terms, there ig no reconciliation !
The only way to keep out of the clutch of this
subtlest satanic temptation is to keep steadily before
us that our work is evangelization rather than con-
version. Let us preach the gospel just as our Lord
has given it; then we speak with all the authority
and power of God behind us. But however much
we may yearn over souls, we must keep to our in-
structions, lest passing them we not only for-
feit all authority, but betray the souls we seek to
save.

“The moment the gospel herald becomes unduly
anxious about its reception, he risks forgetting his
own work and intruding upon that of the hearer
and of the Holy Ghost. Perhaps he loses courage,
boldness, peace. He beging to doubt and distrust
not himself only, but God. He is mixing up his
own responsibility with that of those to whom he
speaks. In other words, the herald reproaches him-
gelf with the heedlessness of his hearers; the am-

bassador with the perversity of "his sovereign’s foes.
We may be as faithful as Paul; but all we can do at
our best will not of itself insure one convert. It will
still be true as of him: ‘Some believed the things
which were spoken, and some believed not.” Some
‘ever learning, and never able to come to the full
knowledge of the truth’

“We are constantly tempted by Satan and by our
own carnal hearts to weigh in human scales, and to
measure by worldly standards, the results of our
work. Not only in the world, but alas, in the church,
the satanic spirit is abroad, that dares to ask that
supremely selfish question, ¢ Do missions pay?’ In
this inquiry lurks a latent heresy. It assumes that
we are capable of estimating results; still worse it
implies that our estimate of results may lawfully af-
fect our obligation. Both of these premises are radi-
cally unsound. The tendency is to walk not by
faith but by sight, and to judge by appearances ;
and because it fosters this tendency, our whole sys-
tem. of statistical returns is misleading and perni-
ciously liable to abuse. Is a minister of Christ to be
judged by the number of converts he gathers in a
given year, or the amount of money he secures to
the Boards? Away with such a standard of suc-
cess!| The first fourteen years at Tabiti passed.
without one single convert or sign of success, yet
on the work of those fourteen years rose the struct-
ure of Polynesian missions.

« Christ said: ¢The field is the world,’ and no
part of it is to be left untilled or unsown. After
nineteen centuries our labors are practically limited
to perhaps one tenth of the actual field world.
There are now nearly a thousand million -living
who have never heard the pure gospel. If it be for
the conversion of the world we labor and look, the
present prospect is somewhat disheartening. After
a century of modern missions, with over one hun-
dred missionary societies, some three hundred trans-
lations of the gospel, some six thousand missionaries
in the field, and an annual expenditure of over $10,-
000,000, we have but a million and a half of converts
to show. This is one way of looking at the aspect
and prospect. But what if this be the wrong point
of wiew ? What if our Lord has only commissioned
us to go everywhere and preach his gospel, and
leave to him to work his wonders when and where
he will. What if our work be simply to obey his
last command, to scatter broadcast, and in every
field, the seed of the Word ; nay, everywhere to bury
ourselves as the good seed of the kingdom, content,
if so he wills, to die and to bring forth fruit when
we can no longer see it. But it is not enough to
work for God and for souls. Only when work is
done under his direction, and as he directs, do re-
ward and blessing come. We must have hope in
God, and when bope plants her feet on the promises
of God, bher standing place is firmer than the eternal
hills ; and when she plumes her wings with the
promises, there is no limit to her upward flight.
But only those expectations ripen into fruition,
which spring from gsome seed of his word. If we do
our duty, God will do the rest.”
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ReELIGIOUS LIBERTY.

ConpbucTED BY W. A. COLCORD.

—~

ORIGIN AND WORK OF THE NATIONAL RE-
LIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION.*

Tue introduction of religious measures in Con-
gress and in various State Legislatures, within the
last few years, is the cause which led to the organi-
zation of the National Religious Liberty Association.
Certain men, observing the nature of these measures,
and seeing in them a menace to the inherent rights
of citizens as guaranteed by the Constitution of the
United States, decided to raise a note of warning,
and present to the people the dangerous nature of
religious legislation, and, at the same time, to dis-
seminate a knowledge of the true prineiples of relig-
ious liberty, and show the relation which the civil
government sustains to it.

The first organized form which this movement as-
sumed, wag in the appointment of a Press Committee
of seven, for the purpose of securing the publication
of articles on the subject of religious liberty in the
public press. This was in January, 1889. The ef-
forts of the Committee were well received by the
public, and as the work increased, it was seen that a
more thorough organization, with well defined prin-
ciples, was needed. Accordingly, July 21, 1889, the
National Religious Liberty Association was organ-
ized, a Declaration of Principles set forth, and a Con-
stitution and By-Laws adopted. Since that time the
Association has, —

1. Sent its representatives to appear before com-
mittees of Congress and State Legislatures.

2. Secured the publication of numerous articles in
many of the leading daily and weekly papers, and in
hundreds of local papers throughout the land.

3. Published and circulated over 6,000,000 pages
of leaflets and other documents.

4. Defended those who have been prosecuted for
non-compliance with religious enactments, and is now
(Jan. 1, 1891) carrying a case to the Supreme Court
of the United States, to test the constitutionality ox
Sunday laws, - ,

5. Presented petitions to Congress against relig-
ious legislation, to- the number of 300,000 bona fide
signatures of adult residents of the United States.

6. And has had the satisfaction of preventing the
passage of religious laws, both by Congress and by
several State Legislatures.

FACTS CONCERNWING THE AMERICAN SAB-
BATH UNION.

THE American Sabbath Union was organized in
Col. Elliott F. Shepard’s parlor, in New York City,
Dec. 8 and 9, 1888, at which time Mr. Shepard was

#*From the revised National Religious Liberty Association manual.

chosen president of the Union, which position he
has held ever since.

Mr. Crafts, however, was, to use his own words,
the ¢ founder of the Union.” During its first year
he was its Field Secretary ; but at its first annual
session he was denied this office for the following
reason, as stated by Rev. T. A. Fernley, D. D., Corre-
sponding Secretary of the local Union at Philadel-
phia, in the Philadelphia CaZ, of Dec. 10, 1890.

“He got into trouble with the Seventh-day Ad-
ventists out West, and in their official organ they
gave him the lie. Mr. Crafts, over his signature as
Secretary of the Sabbath Union, gave them as good
as they sent. Now the Sabbath Union is not op-
posed to the Adventists, and it declined to support
him. It resolved to support the rule that everything
printed in its name should be first approved by the
Committee on Publication.”

The Union held its second annual meeting in
Philadelphia, Dec. 8 and 9, 1890, in which there was
a fierce and unfriendly conflict between Mr. Crafts
and Mr. Shepard, as to which should control the
Union, resulting in Mr. Crafts’ defeat. In the re-
port of this meeting, printed in the Ieurl of Days,
the official organ of the Union, under date Dec. 17,
1890, Mr. Crafts’ name was not once mentioned.

At this meeting the Union passed a resolution
requesting Congress “to pass a law that will close
the Columbian Exposition on the Lord’s day, and
that the Legislature of Illinois be requested to close
the saloons and other places of traffic in Chicago on
the Sabbath during the Exposition.”

The meeting adjourned to convene in Des Moines,
Towa, next year.

FIVE HERETICS,

THe Pittsburg presbytery of the Reformed Pres-
byterian Church has recently had on trial five young
Reformed Presbytérian ministers; Revs. O. B. Milli-
gan, of Pittsburg; H. W. Temple, of Brookland;
W. H. Samson, of M¢ Keesport; E. M. Milligan, of
Parnassas ; and H. W. Reed, of Youngstown, for
heresy. The cause of the charge is the fact that
these ministers, last July, adopted a platform of prin-
ciples in which it was declared that persons making
a creditable profession of Christ should be received
into the church without holding them to explain
their attitude toward the government, or making a
profession of political dissent thereto.

These principles, it is claimed, are in opposition to
the church discipline and covenant of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church. When brought before the
presbytery, they refused to recant, and forcibly
argued the justice of their course. Of the action
taken by the synod, we have not'learned. If sus-
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pended, the defendants, it is said, will appeal to the °

synod of the United States, which meets in Pitts-
burg next May. There the accused claim they will
be supported by about forty ministers, which is
nearly one third the number in the denomination in
this country. We are glad that some even in the
Reformed Presbyterian Church can see that the
position of this church on the question of politics and
religion, is wrong.

LOYAL TO FIRST PRINCIPLES.

In answering the question, ¢ What constitutes a
Baptist ?”’ and stating wherein Baptists differ from
other denominations professing to be Christian, the
Canadian Baptist, of Dec. 11, 1890, gives the follow-
ing four fundamental points of belief as those which
bave distinguished them from other religious de-
nominations, and warranted their existence as a
separate and distinet body of belicvers: —

1. The baptism of believers only.

2. Immersion only is baptism.

3, The absolute right of private judgment in all
matters of religion, or as Roger Williams phrases it,
soul liberty, with its covollary, —

4, The absolute separation of church and state, or
the sacred right and obligation of the Christian
Charch to be wholly independent of the civil power.

THE MOVEMENTS OF THE OTHER SIDE.

FroM the report of a meeting of the Hxccutive
Committee of the National Reform Association, held
in Pittsburg, Pa., Dec. b, 1890, we learn the follow-
ing interesting facts with reference to the work of
some of their laborers, and their plans for the future.

The Corresponding Secretary reported having
held three very successful county conventions in the
vicinity of Philadelphia, Pa., and said that among the
encouraging features of these conventions were, —

1. That the general co-operation of ministers of
all denominations, and of leading -citizens, profes-
sional men, bankers, merchants, otc., had been
secured. .

2. That the financial support had been sufficient
to meet the outlay.

3. That permanent organizations had been ef-
fected in each county by the appointment of a
strong Representative Committee for active work,

If these statements are true in their fullest sense,
in the localities referred to, and this is a sample of
the influence they have wherever they go with their
work, we who feel the importance of guarding against
any infringements on the rights of conscience which
are accorded us by our national Constitation, should
certainly be on the alert to counteract any influcnce
which they might cast by the holding of such con-
ventions, and not simply that, but we should have
our forces 80 thoroughly organized that we can go
before them and educate the thinking minds on the
principles of religious liberty, so that they will be
unable to secure the hearty co-operation which they
now report having received.

That our readers may have an idea of what they
propose to work for through these ““strong represen-
tative county committees,” we quote the following
as some of the practical lines of work proposed to be
undertaken : —

«1. The securing of the reading of the Bible in all
the schools in each county.

“2. The circulation of a citizens’ memorial against
the opening of the Columbian Exposition on the
Lord’s day.

“3. The enforcement of Sabbath laws,

“4. The enforcement of laws for the suppression of
profanity.

“5. The securing of scriptural marriage and di-
vorce laws.

“§. The holding of annual conventions in each
county.”

Plans were proposed for the enlargement of their
work by placing additional laborers in the field.
This step was considered so important that it was
thought best to adjourn till December 23, at which
time a larger attendance was secured, fourteen mem-
bers being present. After a thorough discussion of
the matter, in which nearly every member present
participated, the following resolutions were unani-
mously adopted : —

1. Resolyed, That this unusually full and representative meet-
ing of the Executive Committee of the National Reform Associa-
tion approves and ratifies the action of former meetings of the
Committee in appointing the Rev. Drs. R. J. George and T. P.
Stevenson to give their whole time as general secretaries to the
work of this Association.

2. Resolved, That after careful consideration of the moral con-
dition of our country, and the present urgent need of the work of
this Association, this Committee expresses its deep and abiding
conviction that the general secretaries thus appointed should enter
at once upon their arduous and self-sacrificing work.

Our readers will readily see that these steps which
have been taken by the Executive Committee of the
National Reform Association with a view of adding,
to their active working force, is very significant at
this time when many of those who are believers in
the principles of the National Religious Liberty
Association have been feeling that there was no
danger now, and that we did not need to be active
in our work. It is interesting to note that the
methods which they have adopted, make it very
eagy for us to meet all their movements, if we are
only alive to the importance of the time. They pro-
pose by their county conventions to reach and mold
the masses of the people in favor of religious legisla-
tion, Our duty is to reach the masses with the
literature which has proved to be so effective in the
past in molding public opinion, so that their ideas do
not meet with a very hearty reception. There is a
homely old saying, * Twice armed is he whosc cause
is just ; but three times armed the one who gets his
blow in first.” We cannot afford to wait till they
zo out ahead of us, and secure cven a portion of the
influence which they report as having secured where
they have gone. We should be first on the ground,
and when the people see the justice of the principles
which we advocate, the National Reformers will
have less success in molding public opinion in favor
of their work.
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HoME MISSIONS.

CoxpucTED BY Miss JENNIE THAYER.

MISSIONARY VISITING.

“«To be like Christ, and to be with him, is the
aspiration of every Christian.” In fact, to be a
Christian, is simply to be Christlike. In order to be
like him, we must know what he is like. Fortu-
nately, four records of his life have been left us,
that we may become familiar with every feature of
hig character and work. From these records, we
learn that he came “ to seek and to save that which
was lost.” This implies an effort on his part to find
those who were sick of this life of sin, and lead
them to a life of purity and holiness. To this end,
he “went about doing good.” He was no recluse.
He mingled so freely with his fellow-men, and so
often accepted their hospitality, that he was called
“a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of
publicans and sinners.” Yet all this while, he was
about his ¢ Father's business,” seeking to save hu-
manity ; and never for one moment did he lower the
standard of his life to that of the world around him.
With the tenderest sympathy and love, he minis-
tered to the physical wants of the multitude, while
with the greatest tact, he broke to them the bread
of life.

We not only have tbe.example of Christ before us
as a guide to direct us in our association with our
fellow-men, but we have direct instruection in regard
to our intercourse with them. When he sent forth
the twelve apostles, he told them to minister to the
physical and spiritual wants of the people as freely
as they had been ministered unto, but cautioned
them to be ¢ wise as serpents, and harmless as
doves,” because they were *as sheep in the midst of
wolves.”

He has.given to every man his work, and as the
Father sent him into the world, so also has he sent
them into the world, not to live in obscurity, but to
be the light of the world, a city set on a hill which
cannot be hid. Unless we become so intimately ac-
quainted with Christ that we reflect his image, we
shall not be light-bearers to the world around us,
and cannot fulfill the mission on which we are sent.
Having become acquainted with him, and having
him in oar hearts, we must live in the world that
they may see our good works and glorify our Father
which 18 in heaven, or we also come short of accom-
plishing our mission,

When the King says to those on his left hand,
“Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels,” he does not
accuse them of any flagrant crimes, but simply of
neglect of duty, giving as the reason of their rejec-
tion, “ For I was a hungered and ye gave me no
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I

was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and
ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye vis-
ited me not,” and adds that ‘“inasmuch as ye did it
not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.”

It has been said that more individuals will be con-
demned for sins of omission than for sins of commis-
sion, and is there not great danger that this will be
the case with us as a people? Are we who claim to
bhave the last message of mercy to a fallen world,
doing all that we can to bring the light of the truth
before others? How many of the rank and file of
our people are 80 engrossed in business and home
cares that they have no time to attend to social
duties, to show to their neighbors that Christ dwells
in them, and like him they are interested in the wel-
tare of those around them ? .

Some years since, as we entered a railway car-
riage at a station where one of our largest churches
is located, a gentleman on the train said that he
formerly resided at that place, and began at once
to inquire for the Seventh-day Adventists, and the
progress of their work. He seemed interested in
the prosperity of their institutions, offered no criti-
cism upon their religious views, but said they were
“the most clabnish people” whom he had ever
known. In proof of this assertion, he gave the fact
that he ‘“was sick a whole year,”” while living
among them, and only three members of the church
in whose midst he was located ever called upon
him. We enjoyed the company of this gentleman
and his wife our entire journey of over one thou-
sand miles, and found them very kind and pleas-
ant traveling companions, but did not attempt to
ascertain their religious belief, lest they should turn
the question upon us, and discover that we be-
longed to this ¢ clannish people.” We do not know
whether he was one of Christ's little ones; but if
he was not, may not the members of that church
be in a measure responsible? and if he was, how
many of them are destined to hear at last, “1 was
sick, and ye visited me not”?

The apostle James tells us that “pure religion and
undefiled before God and the Fathor is this, To visit
the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to
keep himself unspotted from the world.” Here is a
work in which every one can have a part. Weary
mothers and tired home-keepers, whose lives are cir-
cumscribed by the four walls in which you live, and
who long for a wider field of usefulness, an open
door is before you. Call upon your neighbors who
are in affliction, alleviate their suffering so far as
possible, show them that you sympathize with them,
tell them of the love of Christ, that he does not
afflict willingly, but for our profit, and point them to
the joy of the Christian’s hope. When you have
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become acquainted with your neighbors, have won
$heir confidence, have shown them by your life that
there is a reality in your religion unknown to them,
they will desire to learn why you entertain such
peculiar religious views. Do not, even then, attempt
to bring unpopular truth before them without care-
ful thought and earnest prayer that you may pre-
sent it in an acceptable manner. Much may be
learned by studying the discourses of Christ and the
apostles, and noticing the tact which they exer-
cised in adapting the truth to the minds of their
hearers.

We are first to sanctify the Lord God in our
hearts, and then be ready always to give an answer
to every man that asket’ us a reason of the hope
that is in us, bat it is to be given with meekness
and fear, not with any spirit of controversy or
apsumption, “Give not that which is holy unto
the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine,
lest they trample them under their feet, and turn
again and rend you,” is a very forcible illustration
of the folly of presenting precious truth to those
who do not wish to hear it, and should lead us all to
endeavor to be ‘“wise as serpents, and harmless as
doves” in our missionary efforts, that we bring no
reproach upon the cause of truth.

‘While our object should be to draw thogse around
ug to Christ and his trath, great care should be taken
that we do not drive them from it by giving promi-
nence to points of doctrine that they are not pre-
pared to receive. The views entertained by our
people upon the question of temperance, health,
dress, and social purity reforms, furnish topics,
which if properly introduced, will not arouse preju-
dice. but will impart valuable information, and create
confideuce in our work, thus preparing the way for
other.views entertained by us as a people to be re-
ceived with favor. The love of Christ, his sacrifice
for us, the privilege he grants fallen humanity
of laboring together with him, are inexhaustible
themes that cannot fail to interest all who are sub-
jects of his mercy. Go to your neighbors with your
heart filled with this love, and their hearts will open
to receive you.

Do we hear some busy housewife say, “ 1 have no
time for this work”? Then there is need of a tem-
perance reform on your part, which very likely must
be brought about by a dress reform, and perhaps by
a reform in cookery. Let your adornmg not be
“ that outward adorning.” Dress plainly, live simply,
and take time to sit at the feet of Jesus, and enjoy
the rest that communion with him brings to the
weary soul. Then with light heart, and clear brain,
20 to your overworked neighbors, and give them the
benefit of your experience.

Let all who realize that they have not done what
they might in the year that is gone, begin at once to
reform, Make the year 1891 so full of earnest work
that should your record close during this year, you
will not rise to hear, ¢ Depart,” but ¢« Come, ye
blessed of my Fatber, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.”.

I

QUESTIONS.

1. WaaT was Christ’'s mission? Luke 19:10.
2. Did he mingle freely with his fellow-men ?
Matt. 11:19.
3. What was his object? John 17:4, 6.
4 What was his attitude to the world ?
What instruction did he give his disciples
When he sent them forth? Matt. 10:8, 16.
6. What has he given to every man? Mark
13: 34.
7. What is their mission? John 17:18.
8. What relation do they sustain to the world?
Matt. 5:14.
9. Where is their light to shine? Verse 16.
10. What is necessary in order that the world
may see their light ?
11. What sentence will be passed upon those who
neglect their work ?  Matt. 25: 41-45.
12. Is there no danger that this condemna‘mon will
rest upon us?
13. Are we doing all that we can to get the truth
before our neighbors ?
14. Then will we not be in a measare responsible
if they are lost ?
15. What standard is set before us? James 1:27.
16. How may we awaken a desire to become ac-
quainted with our faith ?
17. When this desire has been awakened, how
careful should we be in presenting the truth ?
18, What models may we study with profit ?
19. In what spirit should we bring the light to
others ? 1 Peter 3 : 15,
20. Should care be taken not to urge the truth
upon those who will not receive it ? Matt. 7 : 6.
21. What subjects may be presented w1th0ut
arousmg prejudice ?
Of what is there need if we have no time for
thls work? .
23. What will be said to those who have fulfilled
their mission ? Matt. 25: 34.

THERE are many who have no desire to become
acquainted with their unbelieving neighbors, and
those with whom they come in contact ; and they do
not feel it their duty to overcome this reluctance.
They should remember that they must meet these
very men and women in the judgment. Have they
left words unsaid that should have been spoken?
Have they united discrimination with zeal, heeding
the direction of the apostle, “ Of some have com-
passion, making a difference ; and others save with
fear, pulling them out of the fire ; hating even the
garment spotted with the flesh ” ?— ¢ Testimony No.
32, p. 11.

PROGRAM.

1. Song, Hymns and Tunes, No. 1037,

2. Prayer.

3. Selectreading,  Testimony No. 32,” pp. 141-143.
4. Questions on the lesson. ‘

5. Business.

6. Song, No. 1068,
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HeEALTH AND

TEMPERANCE.

Coxpucted BY Mrs. C. E. L. JoNgs.

PURITY.

“ BLESSED are the pure in heart: for they shall see
God.” Man has fallen, and the work of his life-time,
be it longer or shorter, must be to recover through
Christ what he has lost by sin,— the likeness to the
divine. This work requires a thorough transforma-
tion of soul, body, and spirit. God mercifully sends
rays of hght to show man his true condition ; but it
be will not walk in the light, it is manifest that he
takes pleagure in darkness. He avoids the light, lest
his deeds should be reproved.

The mind does not come down in a moment from
purity and holiness to depravity, corruption, and
crime, To degrade to the brutal and satanic those
who are formed in the image of God, takes time.
By bebolding, we become changed. Though formed
in the image of his Maker, man can so accustom him-
self to evil that the sin which he once loathed will
become pleasant to him. As he ceases to watch and
pray, he ceases to guard the citadel — the heart—
and is betrayed into sin and crime. Constant war
against the carnal mind must be maintained; and
we must be aided by the refining influence of the
grace of God, which will attract the mind upward,
and habituate it to meditate upon pure and holy
things.

“ Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what-
sogver things are of good report; if there be any
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things.” Here is a wide field in which the mind can
safely range. If Satan seeks to turn it to low and
sensual things, bring it back. When corrupt imagin-
ings seek to gain posgession of your mind, flee to the
throne of grace, and pray for strength from heaven.
By the grace of Christ it is possible for us to reject
impure thoughts. Jesus will attract the mind, purify
the thoughts, and cleanse the heart from every secret
gin. “The weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God; . . . casting down imagi-
nations, and every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience .of Christ.”

Many of the young are eager for books. They
read everything they can obtain. Exciting love sto-
ries and the specimens of nude art dlsplayed in art
galleries, have a corrupting influence. The imagina-
tion becomes defiled. Then follow sins and ecrimes
which drag beings formed in the image of God down
below the level of the brutes, and sink them at last
in perdition. Avoid reading and seeing things which
will suggest impure thoughts. Cultivate a love for
high moral and intellectual themes. Let not the

noble powers of the mind become enfeebled and per-
verted by much reading of story-books. 1 know
strong minds that have been unbalanced and almost
paralyzed, by intemperate and indiscriminate read-
ing.

g’_i‘hrow around your children the charms of home
and of your society. Treat them with ecandor,
Christian tenderness, and love. This will give you
a strong influence over them, and they will feel that
they can repose unlimited confidence in you. The
home must be kept pure and clean. Unclean, neg-
lected corners in the house will tend to make impure,
neglected corners in the soul.

The power of Satan over the yduth of this age is
fearful. Unless the minds of our children are firmly
balanced by religious principle, their morals will be-
come corrupted by the vicious examples with which
they come in contact. The greatest danger of the
young is from a lack of self-control. Indulgent par-
ents do not teach their children self-denial. The
very food they place before them is such as to irritate
the stomach. 'The exeitement thus produced is com-
municated to the brain, and as a result, the passions
are roused. It cannot be too often repeated, that
whatever is taken into the stomach affects not only
the body, but ultimately the mind as well. Gross
and stimnlating food fevers the blood, excites the
nervous system, and too often dulls the moral percep-
tions, so that reason and conscience are overborne by
the sensual impulses. It is difficult, and often well-
nigh impossible, for one who is intemperate in diet
to exercise patience and self-control. Hence the
gpecial importance of allowing children, whose char-
acters are yet unformed, to have only such food as is
healthful and unstlmulatmg It was in love that our
heavenly Father sent the light of health reform, to
guard against the evils that result from unrestrained
mdulgence of appetite.

“ Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatso-
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” Are parents
doing this when they prepare food for the table, and
call the family to partake of it? Do they place be-
fore their children that only which they know will
make the very best blood, that which will keep the
system in the least feverish condition, and will place
it in the best relation to life and health? Or do they,
regardless of the future good of their children, pro-
vide for them wunhealthful, stimulating, irritating
food ? '

In the battle with inward corruption and outward
temptation, even the wise and powerful Solomon was
vanquished. His life began under favorable auspices.
He was beloved of God; and, had virtue been pre-
served, his life might have closed in prosperity and
honor. -But he surrendered this special grace to
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lustful passion. In his youth he trusted in God, and
looked to him for guidance ; and the Lord gave him
power and wisdom that astonished the world. His
fame reached to all lands. But when he began to
descend the declivity of life, he yielded principle,
thus placing himself in the current of evil, and sepa-
rating himself from God, the foundation and source
of strength ; he lost his firmness of character, and
wavered, like a giddy youth, between right and
wrong.

~ “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body,
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither

yield ye your members as instruments of unright-

eousness unto sin : but yield yourselves unto God, as
those that are alive from the dead, and your mem-
bers as instruments of righteousness unto God.” Pro-
fessed Christians, if there were no further light given
you than that contained in this text, you would be
without excuse in suffering yourselves to be con-
trolled by base passion. The word of God is suffi-
cient to enlighten the most beclouded mind, and it
can be understood by those who have any wish
to understand it. Buat in order to give men and
women every possible warning, God has sent plain,
direct testimonies, pointing them to the word they
have neglected to follow, yet the light is often re-
jected. , Those who serve their own lusts, continue
to take pleasure in unrighteousness, notwithstanding
the vengeance threatened against those who do such
things.

Ample provision has been made for all who sin-
cerely, earnestly, and thoughtfully set about the
work of perfecting holiness in the fear of the Liord.
Strength and grace have been provided through
Christ, to be brought by ministering angels to the
heirs of salvation. None are so low, so corrupt, and
so vile, that they cannot find in Jesus, who died for
them, strength and purity and righteousness, if they
will put away their sing, turn from their course of
iniquity, and with full purpose of heart seek the
living God. He is waiting to take away their
stained garments, polluted by sin, and put upon
them the pure robe of his righteousness, to bid
them live and not die. In him, as branches of the
Living Vine, they may flourish. Their boughs will
neither wither nor be fruitless. 1f they abide in him,
they can draw nourishment from him, be imbued
with his spirit, walk as he walked, overcome as
he overcame, and be exalted to bhis own right
hand.

“ Know ye not that your body is the temple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of
God, angye are not your own? Ior ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God’s.” — Christian
Temperance.

VALUABLE AUXILIARIES.

Tue leaders of health and temperance meet-
ings and others especially interested in health and
temperance work, will be glad to learn that a little
sixteen-page journal called the Medical Missionary

is to be started at once, the first number of which
will appear under date of January, 1891. This jour-
nal, a8 its name indicates, will be devoted principally
to medical missions and medical migsionary work,—
a subject in which we are all interested. It will
contain many points that will be valuable in the
study of the health and temperance lessons, and in
carrying out the program which will appear in this
department from month to month.

The editor of Good Health has also very kindly
congsented to publish an article each month on the
same subject that is taken up in the Health and
Temperance Department of the Home MissioNARY.
As our limited space does not permit us to treat the
different subjects to which attention is called, as fully
as they deserve, all will be glad to know that the
same subjects will be treated more fully in the Good
Health and the Medical Missionary. The price of
Good Health is reduced to $1 per year. The
subscription price of the Medical Missionary is
twenty-five cents per year. We trust that all our
readers will take advantage of this opportunity to
supply themselves with these valuable journals, and
that the subject of Health and Temperance as con-
nected with our denominational work, will receive
the share of attention which its importance demands.

C. E. L. J.

LESSON ON PURITY.

1. WrAT promise does the Saviour make to the
pure in heart ? '

2. What is the condition of the race at the pres-
ent time?

3. What is the tendency of fashionable society at
the present day?

4. Is the impure state of society realized by
many ?

5. How do exciting stories and other light litera-
ture affect purity of life?

6. What other means does the evil one make use
of to poison the minds of the young ?

7. Does the food we eat affect our thoughts?

8. If the thoughts are impure, what will the ac-
tions be?

9. What illustrious example of the final results of
impurity bave we in sacred history ?

10. What may be said of the relation of ignorance
and vice ? :
11. What injunction does the apostle Paul give in

regard to the thoughts? Phil 4:8.

PROGRAM.

1. Opening Song.

2. Responsive Reading.

3. Prayer.

4. Address or essay, subject,
Reform.”

5. Questions on ‘“ Purity.”

6. Business.

7. Closing Song.

“Need of Pufity
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CANVASSERS’

DEPARTMENT.

Conpuctep BY L. C. CHADWICK.

INDIVIDUAL SUCCESS.

THE canvassing work for the year 1890 is all done.
The year has come to us, and gone into eternity,
with its labors, its cares, its perplexities, its victories,
and successes, Hvery individual canvasser in the
ranks can doubtless look back and see where he has
allowed more or less time to pass by unimproved,
which, if it had been fully occupied with earnest,
prayerful labor, might have resulted in a more satis-
factory showing for himself, and in placing the truth
in the hands of others who may not have another
favorable opportunity to receive it. We look back
with regret at our failures to improve our time to the
best advantage, but the regrets cannot change the

ast.
P Another year is before us, and the practical ques-
tion for us now is, Will we profit by the mistakes of
the year past, and thus make the year 1891 upon
which we have just entered, one that shall yield us
greater results on account of the experiences we have
gained through our failures during 1890 °?

The Christian canvasser ought to prize the hours
and moments very highly. Heis thrown in personal
contact with a greater number and variety of people
than any other class of laborers among us. He is con-
stantly meeting new: phases of humanity, and if his
work 1s successful, he must study how to adapt him-
self to all kinds of people. Thus his mind should be
congtantly occupied with his worl, not simply to per-
fect a canvass for his book, but to learn how to bring
success out of failure, and victory out of defeat.
Evenings and mornings spent in prayerful study of
methods of work will lessen the difficulties of the
days of actual labor.

The year 1890 has seen some rapid strides taken in
our canvasging work, A united, determined effort on
the part of all will result in making a record for 1891
that will entirely eclipse the past. A study of the
monthly reports for 1890 shows a reported sale of
$407,620 worth of books, A study of the blanks in
the reports shows what might have been done if all
had put in full time, and been prompt in reporting
their work. It would be interesting if we had the
space to give a summary by States of the work for
1890, with comments ; but as all have read the re-
ports from month to month, we will not take the
space to do so. We do trust, however, that each in-
dividual canvasser will feel that bhe is responsible for
helping to make the reports for 1891 more complete,
and also for helping to make them larger, if he finds
by a study of his own work for the past year that
he has in any way failed to do all that he might
have done. More than that, the year before us
should yield better returns for the same amount of

time spent, as the experiences of the past will be the
means of assisting each one to make his work more
successful in the future.

We are so apt to think as we enter upon a new
year, that there is plenty of time to make the year’s
work successful, without any special effort just now.
But the secret of a successful year is, that every day
is a successful day. Do not allow even the first
month of the year to go by without a diligent effort
to make it the most successful month of your life,
and then each succeeding month should be better
still. I know you will all agree to these principles,
but will you make a practical application of them in
your individual experiences? This is what I wish
to impress upon the minds of each one who is now
in the work, or who is fitting himself for it. Indi-
vidual success is what each individual should strive
for, and if this is secured, there cun be no doubt
about the success of the canvassing work as & whole.

L. C. C.

DISTRICT AND STATE AGENTS’ CONVENTION,

It is acknowledged by all who have given any
attention to the canvassing work during the year
1890 that much of the success which has attended it
has been due to the thorough discussion of plans and
methods of labor, which was made possible by the
holding of a State Agents’ convention from Jan. 30
to Feb.7, 1890. This convention was the first of
the kind ever held either in this or any other coun-
try. In all the history of the subscription-book
business as conducted by the various publishers
throughout the world, there never was such a con-
vention held, or perhaps even thought of, until it
was proposed by those who had in charge the can-
vagsing work for the books issued by Seventh-day
Adventist publishing houses. To many, the holding
of that convention seemed like a doubtful experi-
ment ; but to those who had given careful thought
to the matter, it seemed to be a necessity ; and the
visible results have proved the wisdom of the decis-
ion to hold it.

It may seem to some that the plans laid at that
convention were all that were necessary for our work
in the future ; but thisis not so. Our work is a pro-
gressive one. Hvery year that comes and goes, brings
to view new features of the work that need careful
consgideration. Those who are opposing the sale of
books containing the truths of the third angel’s mes:
sage, are devising new methods of opposition which
need to be met with carefully-laid plans. Every
year’s experience shows the weak points of our present
plans which need to be carefully considered by men of
experience, and the necessary improvments made.
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While our work is one all over the field, and our
workers in different parts of the earth have an equal
interest in our common cauge, it is a fact that the
work cannot be conducted in just the same manner
in every part of the territory. This makes a need
for careful consultation by those who have charge of
the work in different fields, in order that the most
approved methods may be adopted for each field.

These and many other reasons have made it ap-
pear to be not only advisable, but actually necessary,
that another District and State Agents’ convention
be held some time during the present winter. The
General Conference Committee, at its summer ses-
gion in July and August, gave careful thought to this
matter, and recommended that this convention be
held just before the next General Conference, and
suggested that the time be February 22 to March 4.
The General Conference is to convene March 5, and
the annual meetings of the International Tract Soci-
ety and other general organizations will be held in
connection with the General Confercnce, March b—
25. The presidents of Conferences and tract soci-
eties will be invited to meet February 25 to spend a
week in consultation upon different branches of the
work before the General Conference convenes. The
General Conference Committee will meet February
18 for a few days’ consultation before the canvassers’
convention opens.

It will be readily seen that the holding of this con-
vention at this time will give those who attend it
many advantages which they did not have last year,
and we certainly trust that every District, State, and
Province Agent will be present at the opening of the
canvassers’ convention, February 22. The conven-
tion will be called to order at 9:00 o'clock Sunday
morning, February 22 ; hence all should plan to reach
Battle Creek as early as Thursday night, the 19th, or
Friday morning, the 20th, so as to make arrangements
before Sabbath for their stay here. We not only
desire to have these canvassing agents present dur-
ing the convention, but we desire them to come pre-
pared to remain till the close of the General Confer-
ence, thus receiving the benefit of the discussion of
plans of work in the meetings of our general organi-
zations,

If each canvassing agent will notify the writer at
least a week before the convention what time he will
reach Battle Creek, what arrangements he wishes
made for entertainment while here, and how long he
expects to remain, I will see that the committee of
arrangements is notified, and everything done in our
power to have a place provided for each one before
his arrival.

I would be very thankful if each canvassing agent
would submit to me in writing before the convention,
all the points which to his mind should be consid-
ered, as this will greatly assist me in outlining the
work of the convention, and preparing a list of
the subjects to be referred to committees. We
expect that every one will come to this convention
prepared to work. The General Canvassing Agent
cannot make this convention a success without the
agsistance of those who attend. Commence early to

plan for attendance, with a view of taking your
share of the responsibility and burden of the work.
To the individual canvassers I will say, that if
there are questions which bave arisen in your work
during the past year which you think would be
worthy of consideration at the convention, please
submit them in writing at once to your State Agent,
with a request that he bring them before the con-
vention. The convention is to be held with the
view of benefiting our canvassing work as a whole,
and the individual canvasser in particular. Let us
unite in agking the Lord to give wisdom to those
who attend this important gathering, that such
plans may be made as will fend to advance this great
branch of the work. L C C

TO THE AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND
CANVASSERS,

[WE have received a very interesting letter from
Brother B. M. Morrison, written on board the steam-
ship “Salazie,” where as he says, “ My surroundings
are not the most favorable, and my stomach and
mind not in the best condition.” Incloged with the
letter was the following address, which we gladly
publish, not simply for the benefit of our canvassers
in Australia and New Zealand, but for the good points
it contains that will be a benefit to all our canvassers.
‘We trust every one will give it a careful perusal.]

DraAr CaNvAssERs: As my time will soon be wholly
taken up in another field, when 1 shall have but little
time to write you, I take this opportunity while toss-
ing upon the dark blue waters of the Indian Ocean en
route to Cape Town, South Africa, to write you a let-
ter that will, I trust, be of equal interest to each of

on.
d There is an old saying that “we do not miss the
water till the well runs dry,” so also we do not miss
kind friends and pleasant associations of life until we
are separated from them. This bas been my experi-
ence many times, but never before have I felt it more
keenly than now, since leaving the work and workers
in Australia and New Zealand. The cause is one ; and
when we unite our interests in the work, we become
one, and it is hard to sever our associations. 1 have
enjoyed my stay with you very much, and can hardly
express my appreciation of the kindness and the
friendship you have shown me, and the interest you
bave taken in the work. I pray that each of you
may give yourself wholly to the work, and that the
faithfulness which characterizes your efforts will
bring the “ well done ” to you when the work is over,
and you are called to meet the record of your lives.

In reviewing the work that you have done, and
contemplating the field before you, I feel that you
have great reason to be of good courage and press
forward. God has abundantly blessed you, and
your efforts have been crowned with success, The
New Zealand canvassers bave taken during the last
year about four thousand pounds’ worth of orders,
and from last reports, over 90 per cent of their
orders iz being delivered. One whole family,
father, mother, and two sons, are engaged in the

'
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work, and are having remarkable success. This
shows how God can bless families who consecrate
themselves to the Liord. Two young ladies canvass-
ing for “Bible Readings” in Blenheim, a town in
the South Island, just across Cook’s Strait from
Wellington, are alsohaving splendid success. Brother
Charles Clayton is having good success in Wellington,
gelling “ Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation.”
He succeeds in putting in nearly all full morocco
bindings. His method is to make the description of
the book so intensely interesting that all think it
cheap at any price, after which he presents the best
style of binding for their subscription, and seldom
has to show a lower-priced one. The interesting
description he gives of the book not only secures
orders for the best binding, but guarantees a suc-
cegsful delivery. I may say here that although a
good canvass is not always followed by a good de-
livery, because of adverse circumstances, a suc-
cegsful delivery has invariably been preceded by a
good canvass. A successful delivery never follows
a poor canvass. The secret of a good delivery is a
good canvass. The success that others are having
in New Zealand is also very encouraging. Since the
New Zealand Tract Society assumed the work of
delivering the agents’ books, but little time is lost
by the canvasser, and but few orders dropped in the
delivery.

Those of you who have been canvassing in Aus-
tralia and Tasmania have, during the past year,
taken over ten thousand pounds’ worth of orders, of
which about 77 per cent has been delivered. Had
it not been for the labor crisis which has caused such
a financial depression in business for the last two or
three months, you would have taken many more
orders, and the per eent of delivery would have
been much better. The Broken Hill canvassers
have perhaps suffered most from the strike, the
mines having all shut down at the very time they
had set for the delivery of several hundred books
just received for that place.

All who have continued through the strike and
stormy weather have gained an experience in over-
coming difficulties that will be of great help to them
in the futare. When difficulties and obstacles come
in our way, we should not allow them to discourage
us and cause us to slacken our efforts or give up, as
gome have done, but should on the other hand work
with renewed energy, diligence, and perseverance to
overcome them. While doing all we can on our
part, if we seek the Lord for help to do that which
we cannot accomplish alone, we will succeed. Di-
vine aid united with human efforts will bring success
under the most trying circumstances.

You are all no doubt interested in seeing the work
gtarted in the distant colonies of Queensland and
West Australia, Brother Waitiman made his second
trip to Queensland last May, and in company with
Brother Graham succeeded 1n putting in about 400
copies of *“ Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation,”
before the first of October. Brother Stockton
opened up the work in West Australia in August
with the health publications, and has been having

extraordinary success ever since. The last letter 1
received from him reported eighty-nine orders,
amounting to ninety-nine pounds retail, for one
week’s work. He is paving the way for a success-
ful canvass with demominational books.

You will also be glad to know that a good com-
pany has been organized to enter Sydney with
i Great Controversy.” George Teasdale and Harry
Camp, each of whom has sold upwards of 1,000
copies of this book during the year, will join the
company the first of January. If all in the com-
pany put in the time as faithfully the year to come
as these two young men have the past year, much
good will be done in Sydney,

Space will not permit me to give an account of
the work done in Victoria, Tasmania, and South
Australia. Some of you, working in these colonies,
have done well, but the majority of you, I am sorry
to say, have put in so little time that you have not
accomplished much. 1t is time that tells. One may
be able to take ever so many orders in a day, but if
he works only a few days, or weeks at most, during
the year, his work will prove a failure.

I hope you will all make good use of your time
and golden opportunities for getting the light of
truth contained in our publications before others,
and for gaining an experience which will fit you
for greater usefulness in God’s cause, I trust you
will manifest a true missionary spirit at all times,
and do your work in such a manner that when it
is found out who you are, it will bring honor to
thie cause of God, and make it pleasant for those
who follow you, and easier for them to succeed in
the work. Stick close to the work of canvassing,
and let the Spirit of God impress the truths which
are contained in the books you sell. It is for us to
sow the geed, and the Lord will give the increase,
We want to be strictly honorable in our dealings
with the public, and avoid doing anything that
would arouse the prejudice of the people, and hedge
up the way for future work: Do not raise or lower
the price of the book you handle. Some who have
chosen territory at long distances, have felt justi-
fied in raising the prices to offset extra expense
in getting to their territory. This is a mistake, and
will result in nothing but harm. Better, far better,
for those who cannot do enough more work in a new
field to counter-balance the extra expense, to choose
territory near the office. :

Encourage others both by your words and suc-
cessful canvassing to enter the work. We need a
hundred where we have one to be getting an expe-
rience that will prepare them to make a success of
the work anywhere. You have a splendid field in
which to work. I believe these colonies to be the
best field in the world for canvassers. We are liv-
ing in a time of peace and prosperity —the best
time probably we shall have to work. We have
scarcely begun the work here. There are scores of
places in each of these colonies where none of our
books have been sold. Then there is India, China,
Japan, and the islands of the sea that could be
reached from Australia, if we had the trained work-
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ers. New Zealand may be called upon to make up
a company to go to South America. Australia has
already been asked to send a couple of experienced
canvassers to South Africa, and to prepare others
for the islands north of Australia by the time our
new missionary ship arrives.

Hoping that you will make the best possible use
of your opportunities, and that you will all keep up
good courage and trust in the Lord, I remain, with
best wishes, Your brother in the work,

E. M. MoORRISON.

REPORT FROM MICHIGAN.

Kent Ciry, MicH,, Nov. 18, 1890.

SiNce meeting and becoming acquainted with so
many of my fellow-canvassers at the State meeting
lagt spring, and the two weeks’ institute which fol-
lowed it, and listening to the experience of those
who had already been in the field, and had tasted of
the ¢ bitter and sweet,” and the desires and expecta-
tions of those who were leaving home and friends
for the truth’s sake, and tremblingly entering the
work for the first time, I have felt a deep interest in
them as individuals, and in their success which
comes only from a devotion to the same cause.

1 have watched with much interest the reports
which have come to us from time to time, and
thought perhaps our friends might be interested to
hear from my company, and the visible results of
our deliveries,

We left Flint on the evening of May 6, spent the
night at the Saginaw Mission, and proceeded to Liud-
ington, Mason county, the next day. We reached
there about two o’clock p. m., and before night were
nicely located with a Baptist family one block from
Main street. The outlook was anything but encourag-
ing. Nearly half the population are foreigners, and
a large percentage of the remainder are ¢ Christian
Scientists,” or refined Spiritualists. The country is
new, and for the most part thinly settled. We did
no work the remainder of the week, but sought the
Lord for help and strength, and that his blessing
might attend us, and his promises be verified. We
began our work the next week, and success was ours
from the first. The first week we secured over gev-
enty orders, and before the opening of the Saginaw
camp-meeting, we, had taken over 1,400 subscrip-
tions. . Iy

But while we were successful, it was not with-
out hard, persevering labor. We supplemented our
prayers with earnest, diligent, sacrificing effort. We
stopped not for rain or storm; but often worked
from early morning until darkness compelled us to
stop. We seldom stopped for meals until we found
them ready, and no time was wasted in waiting.
Many orders were taken from men upon the road or
at work in their fields. School-houses were visited,
and the teacher canvassed during recess or the noon
hour, with good success. Groups of men at work
together, and visiting companies, often yielded rich
results. Brother Strope took, on one exhibition,

P

five orders for library books, and, if I remember
aright, delivered them all. We canvassed any one
of sufficient intelligence to appreciate the book, and
many who could not, bought the book because
it was ornamental, or their friends had subscribed.
If people were busy, it required less time to do the
work. We sometimes secured orders at the door,
when we could not gain admission. Our canvass
was made as brief as possible, being in most cases
more effective than a long one.

We would show our prospectus in five or ten
minutes, according to our prospective customer, and
then, if the order was not given, would try to im-
press him with the importance of the work, and
that he could not afford to be without it. If we
feel in our own hearts the importance of the truth
we are presenting to the people, and tell them
plainly we are working to place the truths of the
Bible and the salvation of Jesus Christ before them,
the Spirit of God will accompany our words, and an
impression for good will be made. :

We made one general delivery beginning about
September 15, and part of the company did not fin-
igsh until November 5. During the interval between
taking the orders and delivering the books, a Free
Methodist Conference was held in our territory, and
considerable time devoted by the presiding elder 1o
an exposition of our book, denouncing it as a fraud,
unseriptural, and a dangerous book to place within
reach of the children, and warned his people not to
accept their books, and if they did, to burn them.
There is a large religious element in part of the ter-
ritory canvassed, and this denunciation, together
with an article which appeared in one of the county
papers, had the desired effect. Satan could not have
desired anything more. Of course, trouble was the
result. In some places there was organized resist-
ance, but we kept before us the promise, “I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee,” and found the
Lord “a very present belp in time of trouble.” An
hour was often spent with one person, letting him
examine the book for himself, and the result in
nearly every case was an. admission that the book
was biblical, although some dared not accept it for
fear of the minister.

The company delivered about 1,100 books; but
while we worked under opposition, we all felt that
God was with us, that the work 'was hig, and that all
things work together for good to them that fear the
Lord. -

‘While nearly all the company have gone out of the
work until spring, all are of good courage. This is
no time for discouragement. We can see daily ac-
cumulating evidences of the Liord’s approach. Thou-
sands are yet to be warned, and there are few to do
the work, Brethren and sisters, let us consecrate
ourselves anew to the work of God. Let others come
into the work. There is work for all, and every one
who will devote himself to the work in the fear of
God, will have success. This is the Liord’s work.
The cause is forward, and those who bear a faithful
part now, will also have part in the glorious consum-
mation. W. M. CroTHERS.
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THE CANVASSING WORK IN UTAH.

ON Oect. 17, 1889, the California Conference sent
Brethren J. R. Reed and Ola Nelson to assist the
writer in establishing our work among the Mor-
mons. After much prayer and a careful study of
the field and people, it was decided to try the can-
vassing work. Accordingly all three of us com-
menced a house-to-house canvass of Salt Lake City.
Our faith was severely tested at times, but hard
work and the blessing of God brought success. Our
canvassing force has been enlarged from time to
time until at present we have twelve agents in
Utah. To give a detailed account of their success
would be impossible, but a few figures may be of
interest.

Several times Brother Nelson has taken twenty-
eight orders in a day for “Prophecies of Jesus,” in
Danish and Swedish. Between June 1 and August
12, he secured 614 orders for “ Prophecies of Jesus”
and “ From Eden to Eden.” This was in territory
which was really hard.

In seven weeks prior to August 28, Brother J. R.
Reed took orders for $742 worth of “ Great Contro-
vergy.” Brethren Creamer and Lake, who were
with him, averaged orders for $85 worth each week
during that time. Brother E. W, Hampton arrived
in Utah, and commenced work for « Bible Readings”
Wednesday evening, July 30. On Wednesday even-
ing, October 8, he completed his contract for the
north half of Cache county, and gives the following
summary of his work: Time, 10 weeks; hours, 409 ;
calls, 271; exhibitions, 772; orders, 409; value,
$1,056.75.

Brethren 8. Zin and J. W. Zin have each sold about
$2 worth of books in every hour they have worked.
Brethren Walmsley and Daniel have also done some
very successful work,

The secret of success in Utah has been that the
agents sought the Lord’s blessing upon their work,
and then went about it as though they thought God
helped those who helped themselves, They have
worked faithfully and thoroughly. The motto has
been, « Forty hours a week.” They all feel of ex-
cellent courage in the Lord, and are determined to
press the battle to the gates, resting on the assur-
ance that the Lord will give the victory.

) G. H. DErrIcK.

A WORD FROM THE SOUTH.

I HAVE not kept silent so long for lack of interest
in the work, but for lack of time. Since my last
report, I have had the privilege of meeting with our
workers in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia. These
meetings were a source of strength to all, and as we
gave instruction, and talked over the best method of
laboring among the people in the South, the spirit of
the Lord eame in, and several decided to enter the
work for the first time ; and we have since learned
that they are doing well. This gives us fresh cour-
age to urge others into the work, and for the past
six weeks I have been meeting with the different

churches in Louisiana, with good results., Some
geven or eight have promised to enter the work in
January. For this 1 rejoice. I feel sure our work-
ing force will be greatly increased in the South before
spring.

I am becoming more and more interested in the

. work in this District, and in many ways have seen

the protecting care of God over his faithful workers.
Shortly after the company of workers was sent to
Mississippi, they came in contact with those who
bitterly opposed our people and the truth, calling us
“Time-setters” and “Mormons.” This caused a
great disturbance among the people, and some even
went so far as to threaten their lives, if they could
only get a good excuse. They followed after the
canvassers from house to house, hoping to catch them -
in their words and conversation with the people ; but
having failed in this, they called a secret meeting to
decide what should be done next. But the Lord
does not forsake the faithful. He moved on the heart
of one of their neighbors, a Roman Catholic, who rose
up and denounced the whole affair, stating that our
people were there to do them good ; thus our workers
were permitted to continue unmolested. They scat-
tered $700 worth of books in one county. Thus we
can see the hand of the Lord with his work and
with hig people. Let us take fresh courage; our
warfare will soon be over. A. I. HARRISON.

DISTRICT NO. 1.

THE peculiar shape and location of the Atlantic
District, being a long narrow strip on the Atlantic
Coast, embracing several of the Canadian Provinces
in the north and the Virginias in the south, and ex-
tending through about twelve degrees of latitude,
make it subject to but little variation in the amount
of canvassing done from month to month during the
year. The Provinces and the States farthest north
are just now contending with the wintry elements,
and their progress is somewhat staid, but the Penn-
sylvania and Atlantic Conferences are in the hight
of prosperity, and circumstances are very favorable
in the States farther south, and also in the central
portion of the District. The mining and lumber
industries in Pennsylvania make business brisk there
in winter, and the varied manufacturing interests in
New England enable the canvasser to be constantly
at work, where business is good, if he is wise in his
choice of territory. The Academy, however, takes
many of the workers from the field during the
larger portion of the year, and gives them back at
vacation time, better fitted to do good service. The
amount of orders taken in the District, in November,
as reported to our little paper, the Atlantic Canvasser,
was $11,457.23.

Our greatest drawback is lack of material of
which to make canvassers, a8 our churech member-
ship is but little above four thousand in the entire
District. ~We have a large and important field,
however, and this spurs us up to do all we can.
The States in this District contain about one third
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of the population of the Union, and we have several
millions in the Provinces. Our large cities, of which
we have so many, are supposed to be hard territory
to canvass, but our workers have now entered a
number of them, and they are meeting with good
success. The Lord has a people in ‘them to be
reached with the truth, and he will prepare hearts,
and work through the faithful canvasser. We have
been much encouraged of late to see quite a general
awakening among our older brethren in some places,
and we know of a number who are now fitting them-
selves to canvass. We say, Let this good work go on
throughout the field. et us have the wisdom of age
and experience brought into this work.

Another feature that causes us to rejoice is that
we frequently meet persons of promise, that have
been canvassing a year or two, who tell us that they
are in the service for life. They are becoming so at-
tached to the work, that it seems a part of their life.
They find more and more enjoyment in it every

week. Some are obliged to practice self-denial and
endure hardship, but they still praise God for the
privilege of working in his cause.

‘We now have a faithful General Agent in each of
the ten divisions of the District, except in New
England, where the District Agent still holds this
office. In Maine the President of the Conference is
doing good work as General Agent, but these duties
are too much for one man. Brother Dingman, of
Quebec, is not able to take the lead in the field in the
winter on account of poor health, Brother Town,
of New York, has also been unable to work at all for
several months. He has had difficulty with his
eyes, but they are some better now. The most of
the ten are able to do full service.

The outlook for the future is bright. We look to
every man to do his duty in planting and watering,
~and we know that God will give the increase.

E. B. Mires, District Agent.

REPORT OF THE CANVASSING WORK FOR DECEMBER, 1890.

Half - . . Value of Miscel. Total Total

SraTE. Days. | Mor. Mor. Libr'y.| Gilt. | Marb. | Plain. Books. Sales. Value. for Districts.
[ Atlantic .......... 892 . .- . $2,306 35 | $ 42 95 | $ 243930 | ..... e

Maine.....oovveei| ooinnn . . 2,623 75 440 90 3,064 65 Cerreeae
- | MaritimeProv. . ... 25 2 3 19 25 84 v 309 50 | ....... 809 50 | .........
. | New England ..... 320 92 60 48 265 55 66 1,961 80 16 30 1,978 10 Ceeeeena
zo New York ........ 110 12 26 44 97 108 6 738 50 96 07 834 57 e
", | Pennsylvania. .. ... 3634 oo | e | e L | 2,693 75 | 440 90 | 3,064 65 | .........
@ | Quebec. ... vi.... 324 3 2 5 32 140 25 419 75 | ..., 419 75 ] .o
A [ Virginia .......... 62 ke 2 5 25 107 3 893 5| ...... 893 5 .........
Vermont ......... 191 .0 el 1 8 40 2 104 85 42 00 146 85 [ .........
| West Virginia ..... 43 ke 4 11 29 28 | ..., 205 25 45 80 251 05 | $13,402 17
Alabama ......... 12¢ 2 1 2 7 56 | .... 802 00 e 802 00 { ...... -
Florida .. .ovvveuna] vuennn . e e e
o | Georgia....... ... 30 6 v 11 10 56 195 50 | ....... 195 50 | ...
& 4 Louisiana ........ 51 1 1 19 56 37 78 75 10 25 289 00 | .........
7 | Mississippi........ 29 7 4 7 29 111 384 25 | ....... 384 25 | .........
North Carolina.....| ...... e . [ R e N B B R T RN 1,690 75
e T O I e [T R T T e I e TR
(Indiana .....o.ooof couenn TR e L O S o A T T T I
o5 | Mlinois........... 398 49 59 82 229 435 22 2,093 75 217 05 2,810 80 | .........
8 Michigan ......... 62 26 12 R4 91 171 2 95 85 ..., ... 95 85 | ...
Z | Ohio.,..o.vuein. 163 62 20 49 188 201 9 1,361 50 140 25 |« 1,501 75 ) ... .....
Ontario ...... SN 11 12 14 35 90 1 398 T5 | ....... 398 75 5,006 55
Dakota ...........} .-.... FR R H e e T T TR T BRI
B IR e O I R e R B R IR RTINS BT BT R
R 7 51571 - S B T I B B IR R BRI B Y IR ETEE R EEEPRERR RS SRR
é’ Minnesota . .......| «oves T I T e N R R I R
Nebraska.,....... 64 6 8 21 121 85 59 609 75 145 61120 .........
| Wisconsin . .......[ «..... R IR BN T R T ST TR T BTSRRI PR 611 20
Arkansas ......... 115 12 4 41 | 181 163 94 1,080 25 28 57 1,058 82 | ...... vee
s | Colorado ......... 8% 7 26 4 121 67 49 907 05 | ....... 907 05 Ceeerraes
o4 Kansas........... 86 4 5 iyg 24 89 | .... 402 25 63 00 465 R85 | .........
Z | Missouri .........[ +v.... O e S e
TeXA8uer v vvr e vans| ovonnn S R e O P 2,431 12

. ( British Columbia,. .| ...... T A B e R T TR BT
© | California ........[ -..... 60 58 55 332 318 109 2,855 40 105 00 2,960 40 | .........
;2 North Pacific. .....] ...... .. . . R S [ [ 2,960 40
| Upper Columbia ...| ...... S e L
( England.......... 498 54 . 47 | 859 | 180 | 39 1,653 06 | ....... 1,653 06 e
7 | Germany ......... 97} PR e O TN 190 00 126 00 316 00 | .........
® { Scandinavians.....| ...... 3,004 92 | ....... 3,004 92 | .....ee.-
£ | South Africa......] ...... R O S e e T e T R T R,
New Zealand...... 1873 140 | .... 35 241 178 2052 00 125 30 2,177 30 7,151 28
Totals........ 3,747 590 307 831 | 2,525 (2,999 493 | $31,291 68 | $1,941 79 $38,233 47 $83,283 47
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Wz are greatly encouraged by the words of com-
mendation for the Home MisstoNARY which come to
our table with the renewals of subscriptions.

Wz still have a very few complete files of the
Houme Missionary for 1890, which will be mailed to
any address in this country on receipt of twenty-five
cents each.

‘W=z extend thanks to several of our friends, who
in response to our call in the last number, sent us
copies of the October and November numbers, which
have aided us in completing additional files.

New subscriptions and renewals are coming in
very rapidly as we go to press, and we are encour-
aged to hope that our prediction of a 10,000 list will
gsoon be realized. The Homr MisstoNArRY is not
printed for profit, but for the good it will do, and we
are glad to see so many who wish to extend its field
of usefulness.

IN order that those whose subscriptions expired
with thée December number, but whose renewals
failed to reach us before the lists for the January
number went to the printers, may not fail to receive
this number, we have left their names on the list, and
the January number will be mailed to them, In case
their renewals are not received before the next num-
ber is printed, we will check their names from the
list.

Miss Dr. Kare BuseHNELL, who is widely known
as a medical missionary and worker in the cause
of social purity, has been spending a short time in
Battle Creek, taking some treatment at the Sani-
tarium. She gave several lectures and talks while
here, and just before leaving, Sunday night, January
4, she spoke to an audience of over 300 in the Sani-
tarium parlor, on the subject of Social Purity. She
will start soon on a trip around the world, lecturing
in the interest of this great reform. She has the
best wishes of the Sanitarium family and all who
heard her, as she goes on her journey.

THE JANUARY EXTRA,

Wrrn this number we mail an eight-page Extra,
which is devoted to missionary news, plans for work
at home and abroad, and financial reports, estimates,
ete. Our plan is to issue a four-page Extra at the
beginning of each quarter, for this purpose, but as
this is the first quarter of the year, and the Foreign
Mission Secretary had some annual reports that
ought to be published, the size has been doubled.
These Extras ought to be carefully read and studied,
then preserved for future reference. Those who
keep a regular file of the Home Misstonary should
file the Extras with the regnlar issues. Others
should be equally careful in saving them.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY MUSIC.

Trere has been an unavoidable delay in issuing
the Religious Liberty songs mentioned on page 265
of the December number. This delay has been
caused principally by the rush of holiday work
which delayed the completion of the plates. We
can fill orders now in a few days. Much pains
has been taken in the preparation of these two pieces
of sheet music, and we are sure they will fill an im-
portant place in the literature we circulate, especially
among music-loving people. In view of the large
prospective sale of this musie, the National Religious
Liberty Association has decided to print a much
larger edition than was contemplated when our no-
tice appeared last month, and has reduced the price
from twenty-five and thirty cents respectively, or
fifty cents for the two pieces when ordered together,
to fifteen cents for ¢ What Has Papa Done?” and
twenty cents for ¢ The Prisoner,” or thirty cents for
the two when ordered together. To those who have
already sent fifty cents for the two songs, we will
return twenty cents or send an additional copy of
“The Prisoner,” as they may request. . To those who
have sent thirty cents for ¢ The Prisoner,” we will
either refund ten cents or send the other song. To
thogse who have sent twenty-five cents for ¢ What
Has Papa Done?" we will return ten cents or send
a copy of “The Prisoner’ also, on receipt of an ad-
ditional five cents. If each one who has ordered one
or both of these songs will notify us at once of their
wishes, it will save us the necessity of writing to them
all. This music is owned by the National Religious
Liberty Association, and will be handled the same
as other National Religious Liberty literature. Ad-
dress all orders to the International Tract Society,
Battle Creek, Mich., or 28 College Place, Chicago,
111
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