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A CONSTITUTIONAL 
OUTRAGE
Who said it can't happen here? 
It did, when California officials 
placed a receiver in the 
headquarters of the Worldwide 
Church of God in Pasadena. The 
story that follows would seem 
bizarre in all but the most 
totalitarian of nations.

(Cover)
State officials on way to reoccupying Hall 
of Administration at the Pasadena head­
quarters of the Worldwide Church of God 
after a sit-in by up to 4,000 church mem­
bers had forced removal of the state-ap­
pointed receiver.

(Above)
Security man for receiver denies World­
wide Church of God personnel admittance 
to executive suite.
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By Je rry  W iley

Principals in church split: Herbert W. Armstrong, 86, and his son. Garner Ted 
Armstrong, 48. Dissident members who took legal action against the church are alleged 
to have been put up to it by Garner Ted, who has started his own denomination.

I m agine that tom orrow  m orning the 
dep u ty  a tto rn ey  general o f your s ta te , 
accom pan ied  by a p latoon  of officials, 

pulls up in fron t o f th e  head q u arte rs  of 
your church . A few  d issiden ts have a l­
leged th a t m oney is being m isused , and 
tha t church  asse ts  have been d isposed  of 
at be low -m arket va lue, th e  cashbox  pil­
fe re d , and docum en ts sh redded . Im agine 
tha t they  bu rs t in, push secre taries aside, 
ru m m a g e  d e s k s ,  s a f e s ,  c o n f id e n tia l 
m em bersh ip  lists, and  com pu ter tapes.

Im agine fu rth e r that they  m aneuver 
rep lacem en t o f your d enom ina tion 's  
p residen t w ith a d issiden t m inister, place 
a rece iver in the building at $150 an 
hour— at the c h u rc h ’s expense— and in­
stru c t m em bers to  con tinue  sending 
tithes and  offerings to  the receiver fo r his 
d isposition . Y our deposed  presiden t 
p ro tests  and w rites a le tte r to  church  
m em bers asking fo r funds to  fight the 
takeover in the cou rts. H is le tters never 
reach  their destina tion ; they  are  im ­
pounded  by the sta te  in the local post 
office.

It c o u ld n ’t h a p p e n  h e re ?  N o t in 
A m erica, w ith ou r “ high and  im preg­
nable w all”  betw een  chu rch  and sta te?

It did. It happened  to  the Pasadena- 
b a se d  1 0 0 ,0 0 0 -m e m b e r W o rld w id e  
C hurch  o f G od, headed by 86-year-old 
H erb ert A rm strong. It happened  on Jan ­
uary  3, 1979, and during subsequent 
w eeks. H e re ’s the sto ry .

At 9:00 a . m . on January  3 R etired 
Judge S teven  W eism an arrived  at the 
re cep tio n is t’s desk  of the adm inistra tive 
offices o f the W orldw ide C hurch  o f God 
in Pasadena. As a court-appo in ted  re­
ce iver, he had com e to  take  over the 
chu rch . A ccom panying him w ere a tto r­
neys fo r the d issiden t church  m em bers 
and  rep resen ta tiv es  o f the a tto rney  gen­
e ra l’s office. T he receiversh ip  cam e 
w ithout w arning to  the chu rch , though 
the c o u r t’s ow n rules provided fo r a 
m inim um  of fo u r h o u rs ’ notification. As 
might be ex pec ted , church  em ployees 
w ere su rp rised , and not surprisingly , 
they  resisted  w hat seem ed an  unfa ir and 
highhanded a ttem p t to  tak e  o ver their 
opera tions. It w as a fte rnoon  before 
W eism an effected  en tran ce  to  the ex ec­
utive offices. His first ac t w as to  fire a 
tru sted  em ployee of the ch u rch , execu ­
tive sec re ta ry  V irginia K ineston.

As church  a tto rn ey s scram bled  to

erec t legal bu lw arks, a  sto ry  unfolded 
tha t w ould seem  b izarre  in all bu t the 
most to ta lita rian  o f nations. Investiga­
tion revealed  that no case  w as filed be­
fore  Superio r C ourt Judge Je rry  Pacht 
review ed the unsubstan tia ted  accu sa ­
tions o f six ex-W orldw ide C hurch of 
G od m em bers and agreed to  issue a 
b road-reach ing  o rder fo r a receiver.

T he six had com e to  depu ty  a tto rney  
general L aw rence T apper w ith a claim  of 
m assive d iversion of funds of a ch a rita ­
ble o rganization  (the W orldw ide C hurch 
o f G od) to  personal use . Perhaps the 
story  really  had its beginning, how ever, 
w ith expulsion from  the church  of G ar­
n e r  T ed  A rm s tro n g , H e rb e r t  A rm ­
stro n g ’s son, w ho subsequen tly  set up 
his ow n denom ination , the C hurch  of 
G o d , In te rn a t io n a l .  E v e n  e a r l ie r  a 
num ber of m inisters had broken  aw ay 
from  the  paren t organ ization . In creas­
ingly, allegations w ere heard  th a t the 
c h u rch ’s 48-year-old a tto rney  and tre a s ­
urer, S tanley  R ader, d ic ta ted  the deci­
sions of the elderly  A rm strong , w ho is 
still recovering  from  a heart a ttack  su f­
fered  a  year ago.

It w as R ader and finances that figured 
prom inently  in the January  3 co n fro n ta ­

tion. Specifically the six fo rm er m em ­
bers— alleged to  have been  put up to  it 
by G arner T ed— accused  H erbert A rm ­
strong  and S tan ley  R ader o f (1) not a c ­
counting  fo r church  finances as required  
by s ta te  law s govern ing  charitab le  o rgan ­
izations; (2) pilfering p roperty  and asse ts  
o f the church  “ fo r their ow n use and 
b en efit,”  and (3) shredding and d es tro y ­
ing financial reco rds. In their program  to 
take  the gospel to  the w orld , it w as said, 
church  higher-ups had sponsored  ban ­
quets fo r heads o f s ta te , p resen ted  them  
w ith gifts o f S teuben  c ry s ta l, and run  up 
fo rm id a b le  e x p e n s e s  a s  th e y  sp e d  
around  the w orld in A rm strong ’s G rum ­
man II je t.

S tan ley  R ader w as alleged to  be p ro f­
iting in an unprophetlike w ay from  his 
position  near the heart o f Patriarch  H er­
bert A rm strong. H is rem unera tion , it 
w as said , topped  $200,000. and w as in 
addition  to a n  unlim ited expense  account 
and church-purchased  hom es in B everly 
H ills, P asadena, and T ucson , A rizona.

Jerry Wiley is associa te  dean. U niversity  
o f  Southern C alifornia Schoo l o f  Law , 
L o s Angeles. California.
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O f co u rse , it m ight be asked , W hat 
business is it o f the s ta te  w hat a church  
pays its top  officials o r how  lavishly it 
chooses to  finance its m in istry? Should it 
be o f concern  to  the S tate  o f C alifornia 
tha t a Pen tecosta l s to re fro n t p reacher 
m akes $8,000 a year, w hile a television 
p asto r m ay m ake well o v e r $100,000; o r 
tha t the princes o f the R om an C atholic 
C hurch  in the L os A ngeles A rchdiocese 
live in a  m ansion and a re  chauffered  
abou t in M ercedes?

Perhaps th e  W orldw ide C hurch  of 
G od w as ju s t abou t the right size— big 
enough to  be visible but not so big as to

“ I th ink  h aving  so m an y of these  
t h in g s — J o n e s t o w n ,  S c ie n t o lo g y ’s 
p rob lem s w ith  th e  F ederal g overn ­
m en t, the a lleged  snake attack  on  an  
op p osin g  law yer by Synan on  m em ­
bers— has prod u ced  a syn d rom e that 
w e have to  stop  crazy , k ook y re li­
g io n s ,  r e l ig io n s  o u t  o f  th e  m a in ­
stream .

“ T h ere is an  an tire lig iou s m ove­
m ent abroad  in  th e  lan d . It is m ade  
u p  o f  d e p r o g r a m m e r s ,  m a in lin e  
ch u rch es, and  syn agogu es w orried  
about crazy  cu lts w ith  w rong d o c­
t r in e s  w o o in g  a w a y  y o u n g  p e o ­
p l e . ”  — J o h n  C r o s s l e y ,  a s s o c i a t e  
p r o fe s s o r  o f  re lig ion , U n iv e r s ity  o f  
S o u th ern  C a lifo rn ia , a n d  m e m b e r  o f  
th e  A m e r ic a n  C iv il L ib e r t ie s  U n io n ’s 
reg io n a l c h u rc h -s ta te  c o m m itte e .

decide elec tions— fo r a post-G uyana 
dem onstra tion  of the a tto rney  g en e ra l’s 
com m itm ent to p reserv ing  asse ts  o f the 
people o f C alifornia from  m alfeasance 
o f cu lts. C ertain ly  w hat the depu ty  a t­
to rney  general asked  of the Superio r 
C ourt dem onstra ted  anything but under­
reaction . H e asked  the cou rt to  take over 
the charity— the W orldw ide C hurch  of 
G od— and op era te  it while charges o f the 
d issiden ts w ere investigated . Aside from  
th e  religious liberty  issues, a rece iver­
ship is a dev ice rare ly  used even in busi­
ness d ispu tes, and only then  in the m ost 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

Workman hired by receiver searches for hidden records in air-conditioning room 
emergency exit; locksmith for receiver changes locks on executive suite doors.
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T hrough  the court-appo in ted  receiver he 
hoped to  find ev idence to  substan tia te  
the charges m ade by his in fo rm an ts. And 
the church  w ould not get the usual four- 
hour minim um  notice , a rule o f the court 
itself; the law ’s ideal o f a “ fa ir hearing”  
could com e later— m onths la ter— at a 
trial. A t any cost he w ould p ro tec t the 
c itizens against the c h u rc h ’s “ m isuse”  
o f funds. So he argued befo re  the court 
tha t m oney donated  to  the charitab le  o r­
ganiza tion  w as “ held fo r the benefit of 
th e  public at la rg e .”

W hat depu ty  a tto rn ey  general T apper 
a s k e d — an d  g o t— fro m  th e  c o u r t  is 
mind-boggling to  the studen t o f consti­
tu tional law : th a t the judge m eet with 
him , the accu se rs , and the ir a tto rneys 
befo re  he w as requ ired  to  file any action  
against the church  or even  notify  the 
church  th a t an  action  w as filed, and that 
im m ediately  upon filing the su it, the 
judge w ould o rder a receiver placed in 
contro l o f all th e  c h u rc h ’s local a sse ts , 
and , m oreover, fo rb id  anyone in the 
church  from  m anaging and d isposing of a 
chu rch  asse t. T he co u rt also  re tained  the 
pow er to  decide w hether w hat the church  
proposed  to  do w as religious.

T h e  d e p u ty  a t to r n e y  g e n e ra l w ell 
knew  that he w as asking the court to  
com m it itself to  giving the s ta te  w hat it 
w anted  against the chu rch  w ithout the 
c h u rc h ’s even  having had opportun ity  to  
know  th a t action  w as pending. Indeed, 
he w as asking an adv isory  opinion from  
th e  cou rt concern ing  the outcom e of a 
case  no t yet filed, w hen the law  in his 
ju risd iction  did not p rov ide fo r advisory  
opinions. H e w as asking the court to 
appo in t som eone to  run the church  on 
the unsubstan tia ted  accusa tions o f six 
d issiden t m em bers— som e say “ excom ­
m u n ica ted”  m em bers. H e w as asking 
the s ta te ’s judicial b ranch  to take over 
the church  befo re  a case  w as filed, and 
upon the unco rrobo ra ted  accusations of 
the d issiden ts— all this in sp ite o f state 
and federal constitu tional p rov isions fo r 
stric t separa tion  of church  and state!

W hen the ju d g e ’s clerk  was asked  if it 
w ere possib le  fo r parties to  have the 
judge d iscuss a case  requesting  a re­
ceiver w ithout first filing the law suit, the 
c lerk  co rrec tly  rep lied , “ N o. The court 
w ould be w ithout ju risd iction  to  consider 
the m a tte r ."

H ow ever, the cou rt re p o r te r’s tran ­

script p roves that Judge Pacht did  hear 
the accusing parties w ithout their filing a 
case , and that he told them  he w ould 
issue an o rder favorab le  to  their position 
w hen they  did so! All th is occurred  
w ith o u t a n y o n e  a t th e  W o rld w id e  
C hurch o f G od know ing about it until 
R eceiver S teven  W eism an show ed up at 
the door the next day , January  3.

W eism an cam e arm ed w ith a legal 
o rder (ex parte— w ithout hearing from  
the accused) providing fo r the takeover 
o f all a sse ts , incom e, and opera tions of 
the church  by a receiver not o f its fa ith . 
T he church  has, o r had, $80 million in 
asse ts , $70 million in annual incom e, and 
100,000 m e m b e rs  w o rld w id e . I f  th e  
c o u r t ’s firs t p ro c e e d in g  w as S ta r  
C ham ber in form , the o rd e r the court 
issued w as even  m ore inimical to  the 
legal health  of the church . The order 
s ta ted , in part, th a t the cou rt receiver 
was em pow ered  to:

(1) “ take  possession  and contro l o f 
the church , including all its asse ts . . . ;

(2) “ superv ise  and m onitor all o f the 
business and financial opera tions and 
activ ities o f the church ;

(3) “ take over the m anagem ent and 
contro l [of the church] to  the ex ten t that

[he] deem s it necessary  in his sole d is­
cre tion  ;

(4) “ hire and  em ploy and retain  his 
ow n counsel, acco u n tan ts  and any o ther 
personnel . . . w hich he deem s necessary  
to  assist him [and] to  p a y  them  reason­
able com pensa tion  ou t o f  the fu n d s  and  
assets o f  the church;

(5) "su sp en d  or term inate any em ­
ployee, officer or agent o f  the church in 
his sole discretion  a s  he deem s necessary;

(6) “ d irec t tha t any  [suspended or 
term inated] officer o r em ployee or agent 
not be perm itted  access  to  the grounds or 
facilities o f the chu rch ;

(7) "[take] possession  and  control o f  
all the books and  records o f  the church  
[and m ake] available [said books and  
records o f  the church] to  the representa­
tives o f  the [Sta te A tto rney  General and  
to  the relators, who are d issident m em ­
bers o f  the church];

(8) “ in te rfe re  [in the opera tions o f 
the church] if he . . . determ inefs] in his 
own discretion  tha t it is necessary  to 
in terfe re ;

(9) “ take  over any portion  o f  the 
operation as he deem s necessary  in o rder 
to  p ro tec t the church  and its asse ts ;

(10) “ file a petition  w ith the [state] 
court [if the receiver deem s it necessary

Receiver Steven Weisman (right) argues the state’s position with church officials and 
newsmen.
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Rafael Chodos, attorney for the dissident ministers, searches for records in the financial 
affairs and executive suite.

at any tim e] to  rem ove  Mr. A rm strong—  
the Pastor General— or Mr. R ader  o r 
bo th ;

(11) “determ ine in his sole discretion  
Mr. A rm stro n g 's  and  Mr. R ader 's  co m ­
pensa tion  fo r serv ices and any  expenses 
tha t a re  incurred  by them  during the 
cou rse  of [their em ploym ent by the 
church];

(12) “conduct a thorough audit o f  the 
financial and  business dealings o f  the  
church;

(13) “ rev iew  all allegations o f m alfea­
sance and neglect concern ing  the finan­
cial and business affairs o f the chu rch ;

“ T h ere ’s no  q u estion  that since  
Jon estow n  th ere ’s greater  tem ptation  
for govern m en t to in terven e in  chu rch  
affa irs. T h ere ’s an an tire lig iou s c li­
m ate , and  I th ink  th ere ’s a ten dency  
for govern m en t to  o v e r r e a c t.” — John  
V . S te v e n s , S r .,  d ir e c to r  o f  th e  S e v ­
e n th -d a y  A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h ’s W e s t­
ern reg io n a l c h u rc h -s ta te  co u n c il.

“ W e believe that 1979 w ill see  the  
greatest activ ity  in  the cou rts against 
offbeat re lig ion s. In an a ttem p t to  
prevent an oth er  Jon estow n  s itu a tion , 
w e w ill see  a rip p in g  aw ay of the  
p rotection  o f the F irst A m en d m en t’s 
relig ious c la u se s .” — L e e  B o o th b y ,  
gen era l co u n se l, A m e r ic a n s  U n ited  
f o r  S e p a ra tio n  o f  C h u rch  a n d  S ta te .

(14) “ take possession  and  control o f  
the fu n d s  o f the church  fo rthw ith  and 
deposit them  in a  special re ce iv e r 's  ac ­
count [in his sole d isc re tio n ].”

The co u rt reserved  to  itself the reso ­
lution of “ any  d ispu te  arising  betw een 
th e  receiver and ecclesiastical au tho ri­
ties o f the chu rch  over w hether a p artic ­
ular m atte r is, in fac t, ecc lesiastical in 
n a tu re ,”  and the issue o f w hether H er­
bert W. A rm strong or S tan ley  R ader 
should or could be rem oved  from  office!

The W orldw ide C hurch  of G od met 
the s ta te ’s assau lt by try ing to  get the 
receiversh ip  lifted. T heir first a ttem pt

was denied on January  10. The c h u rch ’s 
a tto rn ey s carried  the battle  to  the s ta te  in 
the trial co u rt, appellate  co u rt, and C ali­
fo rn ia  Suprem e C ourt, as well as the 
Federal D istrict C ourt. T he a tto rn ey s’ 
fees m ust be staggering fo r the exhaus­
tive papers in support o f the ch u rch 's  
position that the sta te  could not put a 
receiver in the church  upon unfounded 
accusations.

T he response  to  the c h u rc h ’s positions 
w as frighteningly  sim plistic. H is office, 
said the a tto rn ey  general, is responsible 
by law  fo r the overseeing  of charitable 
organizations. T herefo re  accusations 
tha t the church  w as spending too  much 
on e x p e n s e s  fo r  its  e m p lo y e e s  an d  
guests , such as foreign d ignitaries, and 
tha t a sse ts  might have been sold below 
m arket value justified the s ta te ’s running 
the church  until the accusations could be 
e ither proved  or d isproved . E vidence 
concern ing  the veracity  o f the unsub­
s ta n t ia te d  a c c u s a t io n s ,  he a rg u e d , 
“ might be destroyed  by those in charge 
of the c h u rc h ."

Ironically , the only ev idence used to 
substan tia te  charges o f im propriety  on 
the part o f the ch u rch 's  leaders, H erbert

W. A rm strong and S tanley  R ader, w ere 
details o f expend itu res that they  them ­
selves had included in an open annual 
report!

O ne o f the d iss iden ts’ m ost incendiary  
charges w as that the T exas b ranch  of 
A m bassador College w as being sold fo r 
$10.6 m illion, w hen it w as w orth  m ore 
than $30 million. T his tran sac tio n , said 
one plaintiff, w as “ the last s tra w ,”  and 
Judge Pacht had charac te rized  it a s  “ one 
c ru n ch e r .”

But the $30 million figure proved to  be 
not only highly incendiary  bu t highly in­
flated. R eceiver W eism an approved  sale 
o f the p roperty  fo r— yes— $10.6 m illion, 
a fair value according to  independent 
appra isers . B ut, because  o f th e  rece iver­
ship, the buyer backed  o u t, leaving the 
church  deprived of the p ro p e rty ’s fair- 
m arket sale and  costing  the church  
continued m ain tenance on p roperty  it is 
no longer using.

The m ost serious o f the accusations 
w ere against S tanley R ader. H e was said 
to be guilty o f conflict o f in te rest in that 
his accounting  firm, law  firm, and ad v e r­
tising agency supplied serv ices to  the 
church  fo r com pensation  while he w as
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serving as a d irec to r o f the governing 
board .

Mr. R ader w as fu rth e r accused  o f re ­
ceiving too  m uch com pensation  fo r his 
w ork fo r the church— a sum  variously  
repo rted  at $100,000 to  $200,000 a year, 
plus expenses . In add ition  the church  
w as alleged to  have pu rchased  a house o r 
houses fo r him . (The rece iver w as to  be 
paid $150 an hour from  chu rch  funds— a 
ra te  o f  c o m p e n s a t io n  a m o u n tin g  to  
$228,000 a year fo r 48 w eeks o f five 
eight-hour days. B efore the receiver w as 
rem oved  on F eb ruary  22— and a new  one 
subsequen tly  re in sta ted  on M arch 12— he 
w as spending m oney con tribu ted  by loyal 
church  m em bers fo r religious pu rposes at 
the incredible ra te  o f $25,000 a w eek , not 
including his ow n fee o f $6,000 a w eek— a 
ra te  o f expend itu re  fa r  higher than  
anything the d issiden t church  m em bers 
had accused  even  M r. R ader o f.)

M r. R ader w as fu rth e r accused  of 
crim inal fraud  o f a na tu re  unspecified, 
bu t presum ably  having to  do w ith his not 
inconsiderab le  influence upon the p ro ­
gram s of the  church . E ach charge of 
im propriety  w as den ied  in sw orn docu­
m ents p resen ted  to  the cou rt in m id-Jan­
uary , w hen the church  and the accused  
officials w ere given opportun ity  to  reply.

W ere the s ta te  charges susta ined?  Had 
th e  fish in g  e x p e d it io n  th ro u g h  th e  
c h u rc h ’s files— and ex tending  even  to 
exam ination  o f its garbage— provided 
new  ev idence  to  sustain  such a d rastic  
action  as had been taken  against the 
chu rch?  H ere is w hat Judge Julius Title 
had to  say , in part, a fte r  the hearing:

“ N ow , I th ink I have already  indicated 
in my com m ents to  counsel during argu­
m ent tha t I d o n 't believe from  the sta te  
of the ev idence that the plaintiff [the 
accusing d issiden ts] has m ade any real 
show ing of substance  tha t p roperties 
have been sold below  m arket value.

“ T he decla ra tions w hich w ere filed by 
the plaintiff in this regard  have indulged 
in sheer specu la tion , conclusion  and 
hearsay  regarding the sa les, and those 
are  con tra ry  to  the specific decla rations 
o f the d e fendan ts  [church officials], and 
unless the appraisal o f defen d an ts  . . .
[is] show n to be unreliable o r ju s t com ­
pletely un true at the tim e o f tria l, I d o n ’t 
believe tha t the plaintiff will be able to 
establish  that the sales here to fo re  m ade Fearful that evidence was being destroyed. Receiver Weisman refused to allow trash
have been im proper in any respec t, at to be removed.

*
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Plaintiff’s attorney Rafael Chodos (left), with records being removed from the executive 
suite by the receiver.

least solely on the basis tha t they  w ere 
below  m arket value. . . .

“ T here  have been som e serious in fer­
ences w hich have also  been ra ised  . . . 
possib le conflicts o f in terest . . . ques­
tions raised  . . . tha t there  might co n ­
ceivably be som e p ro b lem s.”

Since w hen is it considered  sufficient 
in A m erican law to  take m anagem ent 
fro m  an y  legal e n t i ty ,  m u ch  le s s  a 
church , w here the cou rt concedes th a t to 
do so w ould be on the basis o f “ sheer 
sp ecu la tion ,”  “ in fe ren ces ,”  “ possib le 
c o n f lic ts  o f  i n t e r e s t , ”  “ q u e s t io n s  
ra ise d ,”  and “ conceivably  . . . som e 
p rob lem s” ? N everthe less, the cou rt 
confirm ed the prio r o rder and the re ­
ceiver rem ained in the church .

By s te p p in g  in an d  ru n n in g  th e  
c h u rc h ’s affairs fo r nearly  tw o m onths, 
did the sta te  really  in terfe re  w ith the 
c h u rch ’s carry ing on its w ork? E m phati­
cally , Y es! F or exam ple, in addition  to  
firing a tru sted  em ployee, the receiver 
caused  the U nited  S ta tes Post Office to  
refuse  to  mail 60,000 le tters from  church  
leader H erbert A rm strong to  the m em ­
bership . T he receiver hired a  disfellow - 
shiped m em ber o f the church  to  w ork  at 
the headquarters, even though tha t w as 
against the exp ress  beliefs o f the chu rch , 
and o ther church  m em bers are  forb idden  
con tac t w ith disfellow shiped m em bers. 
The U nited C alifornia B ank revoked  the 
c h u rch ’s line of cred it and called all d e ­
m and notes because  o f the re ce iv e r’s 
being installed. T he receiver stopped  
paym ent on all ou tstand ing  checks, thus 
causing  g reat hardsh ip  to  m any of the 
poor and w idow ed w ho receive  ass is t­
ance from  the church . T he sam e action  
harm ed the suppliers o f goods to  the 
church  and im paired its c red it. W here 
the church  had been given account- 
billing courtesy— perm itting  it to  pay fo r 
radio  and  television  tim e a f te r  airing its 
re lig io u s  p ro g ra m s — th e  m e d ia  d e ­
m anded cash  in advance  a fte r  the re ­
ceiver w as installed.

T he cou rt o rder c rea ted  o th e r p rob ­
lem s, as it soon becam e obvious. B e­
cause the receiver and  the accusing d is­
siden ts w ere to  be allow ed access to  
church  reco rds, le tte rs betw een  the 
church  and its a tto rn ey s  (privileged 
under the C onstitu tion  and E vidence 
C ode), le tters betw een  m inisters and
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pen iten ts o r o th e r m em bers (privileged), 
m em bersh ip  lists, and all co rrespond ­
ence  w ere laid bare  in violation of both 
s ta tu tes  and  constitu tional p ro tec tions at 
bo th  the s ta te  and the federal level.

N ot un reasonab ly , the c h u rc h ’s offer­
ings, based  on a strong  tithing m em ber­
ship, d ropped  off p rec ip itously . M em ­
bers w ere unw illing to  have their m oney 
spent by the receiver. T heir w ithholding 
of tithe  th rea tened  the life o f the church  
even  m ore drastica lly  than  the accu sa ­
tions o f the d issiden ts. T he very  finan­
cial d isaste r the c h u rc h ’s accusers p u r­
ported  to  fea r m ay have been fu rthered  
by th e  receiversh ip .

Robert Kuhn (gesturing), a disfellow- 
shiped official of the church, disputes the 
case w ith R aym ond M cN air, deputy  
chancellor of Ambassador College.

Business of the church opened to state 
inspection.

But w hat a lte rnative  did the sta te  
have, w hen brought ev idence , how ever 
flim sy, o f financial m ism anagem ent o f a 
charitab le  tru s t?  If M r. R ader o r any 
o th er church  official is guilty o f a crim e, 
the a tto rn ey  general has available the not 
inconsiderable  pow er o f the crim inal 
law. In a  sim ilar situa tion , the U nited 
S ta tes S uprem e C ourt sta ted  tha t the 
app rop ria te  rem edy is to  file crim inal 
p roceed ings against the charged individ­
uals, and not to pu t a receiver in the 
church  (C antw ell v. C onnecticu t).

Worldwide Church of God treasurer 
Stanley R. Rader— storm center of the 
pandemonium in Pasadena.

F urther, the S uperio r C ourt o f C ali­
forn ia  and the s ta te ’s a tto rney  general 
should look to  the law prom ulgated  by 
the U nited  S ta tes  Suprem e C ourt in N ew  
York  v. C athedral A ca d em y  (1977): 
“ T he p rospect o f church  and  sta te  liti­
gating in cou rt ab o u t w hat does o r does 
not have religious m eaning touches the 
very  co re  o f the constitu tional guaran tee  
against religious e s tab lish m en t.”  Y et it 
is precisely  this pow er tha t the C alifornia 
cou rt reserved  to  itself in its  action  
against the W orldw ide C hurch  of G od.

T he c o u r t’s o rder m akes a trav esty  of 
m any of the freedom s we have taken  fo r 
gran ted . In addition  to  in te rfe ren ce  w ith 
religious freedom , there is in terfe rence  
w ith free  speech , in te rfe rence  w ith pri­
vacy , in te rfe rence  w ith the m inister- 
pen iten t privilege, in terfe rence  w ith the 
atto rney-c lien t privilege, and denial o f 
due p rocess (of fa irness  in judicial 
p roceedings).

T he U nited S ta tes  Suprem e C ourt 
no ted  th a t th e  estab lishm ent c lause  o f 
th e  F irst A m endm ent w as to  p ro tec t 
from  the evils o f “ sponsorsh ip , financial 
suppo rt, and active involvem ent o f  the  
sovereign in religious a c tiv ity ” (L em o n  v. 
K urtzm an  and W alz v. Tax C om m is­
sioner). B efore the W orldw ide C hurch  of 
G od case  reaches the Suprem e C ourt, 
the s ta te  will be well advised  to  get ou t o f 
the business o f religion entirely  and to  
pursue rem aining problem s in a fa r  less 
in trusive m anner. T he sta te  is under 
constitu tional obligation (1) to  p rove , 
c learly  and convincingly , any  violation of 
a com pelling s ta te  in terest by the chu rch ; 
and (2) to  seek  the least restric tive  or 
in trusive m eans fo r achieving legitim ate 
s ta te  ob jec tives— if any.

N o, it may not have been your church  
this tim e. B ut tom orrow  it m ay be. For 
unless all w ho cherish  freedom  speak up 
on behalf o f a church  w hose doctrines 
and prac tices they m ay not respec t o r 
hold, their church  to  som e degree is 
m ore likely to  be next.

W hatever is done now  fo r the W orld­
wide C hurch of G od. how ever su ccess­
ful it is in w arding off the encroachm ent 
o f the s ta te , one is left w ith the sad 
conclusion tha t it has been irreparab ly  
dam aged. Plaintiffs con tend  that they 
took action  to  save the church . T hey 
m ay have destroyed  it. □
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What
Isa
Cult?
W hat is a “ c u lt” ? Ten o r tw enty  

years ago, th is w ould have been 
an easy  question  to  an sw er; today  the 

guidelines have becom e som ew hat m ud­
dled.

The origin o f the w ord is the L atin  
cultus, a term  m eaning a system  o f rit­
ual, cerem ony , o r liturgy. O ur English 
version carries this m eaning. A sec­
ondary  m eaning designates a  teach ing , 
group , o r m ovem ent tha t dev ia tes from  
o rthodoxy  while claim ing to  rep resen t 
the true  faith . In this sense , a cult can  be 
recognized by defining it in relation  to  
som e standard  o f o rthodox  belief. In the 
W estern  w orld , tha t standard  has usually  
b e e n  o n e  o f  o r th o d o x  C h r is t ia n i ty ,  
though in principle it could be a standard  
of o rthodox  Islam , Judaism , Z en, or 
w itchcraft. In fac t, th ere  are  cu lts w ithin 
all these g roups, and m ore. W hen the 
C hristian  church  first appeared  it w as 
technically  a cult o f Judaism , in so far as 
it differed from  the dom inant o rthodoxy  
o f its day .

W ithin the past decade  or so , socio lo­
g ists, popular au tho rs, and  the secu lar 
p ress have begun to  use the w ord cult in 
new  and o ften  poorly defined w ays. 
T oday  co n tro v ersy  see thes in the aca ­
dem ic world as to  w hat (if anything) 
“ c u lt”  does m ean. O ne school o f socio­
logical thought defines a  cult as “ a dev i­
ation  from  o rth o d o x y " ; how ever, the 
concep t o f “ o rth o d o x y "  is changed by 
broadening it from  a stric tly  religious 
standard  to  a social and cultural one. In 
this view , cu lts  a re  g roups that b reak  off 
from  the “ conventional consensus and 
espouse  very  d ifferent view s of the real, 
the possible and the m o r a l ." 1

O ther au thorities put fo rw ard  a lte rn a ­
tive definitions as the fru it o f their ow n 
stud ies. A survey  o f the literatu re  o f 
sociology reveals that there  is a  g reat 
deal o f d isagreem ent am ong scholars.

The popular p ress has added  to  this con ­
cep tual tu rbu lence  by applying the label 
“ c u lt”  to  alm ost any  m ovem ent tha t is 
w eird , sin ister, au tho rita rian , o r incom ­
prehensib le  to  the w riter.

Such confusion  is perhaps inevitable 
w hen a  term  that is essen tially  religious 
in derivation  is app rop ria ted  by analysts 
w ho have no religious standard  o f their 
ow n. U nder the c ircum stances, we are 
entitled  to  ask  w hether the w ord has lost 
its usefu lness and usability  altogether. 
Even if the expression  had  an  agreed- 
upon m eaning, its u sefu lness would be 
lim ited, because  dividing the religious 
and quasi-religious phenom ena o f the 
world into cult versu s noncult categories 
does not greatly  advance  our under­
standing o r aid o u r w ise behavior. Even 
a fte r such a label is app lied , the toughest 
questions still hang around  waiting to  be 
answ ered . N everthe less, it is still w orth 
trying to  get a handle on w hatever de­
scrip tive quality  o r value the w ord may 
have, sim ply because  it is so w idely 
used.

L e t 's  begin by elim inating som e bogus 
definitions. W e can at least identify  and 
exclude uses of the term s tha t are plainly 
inaccura te , inadequa te , o r m isleading.

In the first p lace the concep t o f " c u l t”  
should no t be equated  w ith in tensity  of 
com m itm ent o r involvem ent, ch a rac te r­
is t ic s  o f  th e  s o -c a lle d  h ig h -d e m a n d  
g roups, religious and secular. N or is ag­
gressiveness o f p rosely tizing cultish in 
itself. Both qualities— in one form  or 
ano ther— are basic to  au then tic  C hristi­
anity . For exam ple, Je su s ' call to  disci- 
pleship is nothing if not “ high d em an d ,” 
and H is com m and to  “ preach the gospel 
to  every  c re a tu re ”  (M ark 16:15) cer­
tainly proposes am bitious evangelism .

T hese  tw o elem en ts are  w orth  singling 
ou t because  they  have apparen tly  been 
the basis fo r m islabeling som e groups as

By B rooks A lexander

cults. T w o groups occasionally  the target 
fo r such m istaken identification a re  Jew s 
f o r  J e s u s  a n d  C a m p u s  C ru s a d e  fo r  
C hrist. A recen t artic le  in People m aga­
zine (D ec. 4, 1978) im plied tha t C am pus 
C rusade staffers w ere at least sem i- 
cultish , because  of their com plete  co m ­
m itm ent to  the goals and ac tiv ities o f the 
group. Jew s fo r Jesu s, on the o ther hand, 
tend to  irrita te  m any people because 
they evangelize in tensely— though po­
litely— in m any o f the sam e locations 
frequen ted  by the M oonie and  the H are 
K rishna recru iters: stree t co rn e rs , a ir­
ports, and college cam puses. In a recen t 
article on the “ Peoples T em ple”  (O ak­
land Tribune, N ov. 23, 1978) S ena to r S.
I. H ayakaw a m entioned Jew s fo r Jesu s 
in tandem  w ith M oonies, Sciento logists, 
and H are K rish n asa s  being am ong those 
w ho “ give up the ir fam ilies, the ir hom es, 
their en tire  prev ious background , even 
their m oral standards— to  follow  a new  
m essiah o f dubious c red en tia ls .”  The 
fact is that none o f the above accura te ly  
describes the policy o f Jew s fo r Jesus. 
S enator H ayakaw a has since graciously 
re trac ted  his sta tem en t in a le tte r, w hich 
says, “ It appears now  that I w as m is­
taken in nam ing the Jew s fo r Jesus as a 
cu lt, and I apologize. The e rro r w as one 
of a sso c ia tio n .”

In dealing w ith ch arac te ris tics  that 
mark a group  as cu ltish , the problem  is 
that neither a definition based  on a 
standard  of C hristian  o rth o d o x y , nor one 
based on techniques o f behavioral m a­
nipulation and conditioning, is com pre­
hensive enough. As C hris tians, we are , 
o f course , particularly  concerned  w ith 
those seductive false  p rophe ts w ho use 
the nam e of G od and Jesu s  C hrist to  lead 
astray , “ if it w ere possib le, . . . the very 
e le c t"  (M atthew  24:24). At the sam e 
tim e we need to  cu ltivate  insight into 
cultic g roups that apparen tly  have little
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re la tionsh ip  to  religion as com m only un­
d e rs to o d , and even  less to C hristianity  
per se. Perhaps the best approach  is one 
t h a t  c o m b i n e s  th e  tw o  d i f f e r e n t  
standards w ithout confusing  them . (One 
book that has successfu lly  done this is 
K n o w  the M arks o f  C u lts .)2

Q ualities that can  be recognized as 
cultic in term s of a theological definition 
(i.e ., constitu ting  dev ia tions from  o rth o ­
doxy) w ould include the follow ing:

1. A  fa lse  or inadequate basis o f  sa l­
vation. The apostle  Paul d rew  a d is tinc­
tion basic to  our understand ing  o f tru th  
w hen he said , “ By grace are ye saved 
through fa ith ; and  tha t not o f yourselves: 
it is the gift o f G od: not o f w orks, lest 
any m an should b o a s t"  (E phesians 2:8, 
9). Inasm uch as the  cen tra l doctrine  o f 
Biblical C hris tian ity  is the sacrificial 
dea th  o f C hrist fo r our sin , all cultic 
dev ia tions tend  to  dow nplay the finished 
w ork o f C hrist and em phasize the im­
portance  o f earn ing  moral accep tance  
b e fo r e  C h r is t  th ro u g h  o u r  re l ig io u s  
w orks as a basis o f  salvation.

2. A  fa lse  basis o f  authority . Biblical 
C hris tian ity  by definition takes the Bible 
as its yard stick  of th e  tru e , the fa lse , the 
n ecessary , th e  perm itted , the fo rb idden , 
and the irre levan t. C ults, on the o ther 
hand, com m only reso rt to  extra-B iblical 
docum ents o r con tem porary  “ revela­
t io n "  as the substan tia l basis o f their 
theology (e .g ., M orm ons). W hile som e 
cult g roups go through the m otions o f 
accep ting  the au tho rity  o f S crip tu re , 
th e y  a c tu a lly  h o n o r  th e  g r o u p ’s o r 
lead e r’s novel interpretation  o f Scrip ture  
as norm ative (e .g ., J e h o v a h ’s W itnesses, 
T he W ay International). M any groups 
use Biblical scrip tu res to  validate their 
c laim s, but plainly je ttison  any concep t 
o f Biblical au tho rity  in favo r o f the p ro ­
nouncem en ts o f a charism atic  leader 
(e .g .. H are K rishna, D ivine L ight M is­

sion, Peoples Tem ple). In au then tic  
C hris tian ity , at least, th ere  is no p rophet 
o r guru who does not stand  under the 
judgm ent o f S crip tu re , as do the res t o f 
us.

N ontheological standards will also  be 
helpful in identifying cu lts . M ost such 
guidelines concern  techn iques o f acq u ir­
ing and training co n v erts , and  include 
(am ong o thers) the follow ing:

a. Isolation or " in vo lvem en t'' o f  the  
recruit to  the po in t tha t the group  con­
trols all incom ing in form ation. O ne of 
the m ost critical stages o f cultic cond i­
tioning requires tha t the new  m em ber be 
insulated from  any opinion, d a ta , o r in­
terp re ta tion  that does not conform  to  the 
g ro u p ’s purposes and understanding . It 
is o n e  th in g  to  w ith d ra w  fro m  th e  
w orld ’s turm oil fo r a period o f reflection 
or training. It is an insidiously d ifferent 
m atter to  c rea te  fortified boundaries 
against the ou ts ide  world that confine 
m em bers and a ttack  or th rea ten  those 
w ho w ould leave.

b. E conom ic exploita tion  or an en­
slaving organizational structure. These 
fac to rs are  both obvious and  self-ex ­
p lanatory . O rdinary  gum ption ought to 
steer one clear o f a group in w hich the 
leaders live in luxury while the “ lay ”  
m em bers toil to  support the organ iza­
tion; likew ise bew are of arrangem ents 
that bind the convert to  serve the group 
in return  fo r “ tra in ing"  or o ther form s of 
advancem ent through the ranks.

c. E sotericism . This quality  m ay well 
be the m ost dam ning ev idence of all; 
un fo rtunate ly , it is the m ost difficult to  
docum ent. “ E so te ric”  refers to  a delib ­
erately  crea ted  gap betw een the tru th  
about the cult that is given to  the “ inner 
c irc le”  and a m isleading image tha t is 
p ro jected  to  the public at large. In cult 
evangelism , recru iters usually conceal 
either the identity  of the group or its real

purposes until the convert has becom e 
vulnerable or already  has estab lished  a 
p re l im in a ry  c o m m itm e n t .  O n e  legal 
scho lar no tes tha t “ w hat is d is tinctive 
about this p rocess is tha t, a lthough the 
potential convert m ay be given a general 
idea of the activ ities and teach ings that 
will be offered at the next stage, a t no 
point early  in the p rocess is he given an 
oppo rtun ity  to  e lec t to  em bark  on the 
en tire  jo u rn e y .” 3

T o bring the d iscussion  back  to  the 
theological question , the elem en t o f e so ­
tericism  is perhaps the c lea rest d is tinc­
tion betw een  C hris tian ity  and  cultism . 
T here  is nothing in the beliefs and p rac­
tices o f au then tic  C hristian ity  that is 
not— in princip le— discoverab le  to  a 
m odestly  diligent inquirer through any 
public library . In c o n tra s t, the  cen tral 
co re  o f cultic belief is— as a m atte r o f 
principle— com m only  h idden from  the 
eyes of ou ts iders .

It should be u n ders tood , o f co u rse , 
tha t the above d iscussion  does no t p re ­
tend  to  be either exhaustive  o r conclu ­
sive. At best it is a ten ta tive  and prelim ­
inary effort to  define an  am orphous and 
m arginally useful term . □
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By R obert W. N ixon

CONGRESSMEN 
LOOK AT CULTS

RNS Photos

Sen a to r B ob D ole (R .-K an .) m ade 
him self perfectly  clear. T he “ in fo r­
m al,”  “ inform ational m eeting”  on those  

con troversial “ c u lts ,”  o r, as th e  S enato r 
described  them , the “ new  re lig io n s,"  
being held in a S enate  caucus room  on 
February  5 w as “ not a C ongressional 
h ea rin g ,"  “ not an inv es tig a tio n ,"  “ not a 
public speechm aking fo ru m ,”  “ not a 
d e b a te  b e tw e e n  o p p o s in g  p o in ts  o f 
v iew ,”  and above all "n o t a ‘m edia 
e v e n t.’ ”

But flanking S enato r Dole w ere an ­
o ther S enato r and fou r R epresen ta tives 
w ho cosponsored  the m eeting. T hree 
m ore S enators d ropped  in during the 
m o rn in g  to  te s t i f y ,  o b s e r v e ,  o r  a sk  
questions.

And at least a dozen  w itnesses used 
the m eeting as a forum  to  a ttack  w hat 
they call the “ c u lts ,"  religious organ iza­
tions such as the U nification C hurch 
(M o o n ie s ) , th e  H a re  K r is h n a s ,  an d  
Sciento logists. Five civil libertarians and 
the p residen t o f the U nification C hurch 
of A m erica, added  at the last m om ent to 
balance the w itness list, urged the C on­
gressm en to  uphold traditional A m erican 
standards o f chu rch -sta te  separa tion  and 
free exercise  o f religion as guaran teed  by 
the First A m endm ent to  the C onstitu ­
tion.

E v en  th o u g h  p ro te s t in g  fa r m e r s  
grabbed m ost o f the page-one headlines 
as they  paraded  their John  D eeres and 
In ternational H arveste rs around  the na­
tio n 's  cap ital. S enato r D ole’s “ nonm edia 
e v e n t"  d rew  at least fifteen m otion-pic- 
ture cam eras and a score o r m ore rad io , 
television , new spaper, and m agazine re ­
porters. On the Capitol steps m em bers 
o f the U nification C hurch sang “ W e 
Shall O v erco m e”  and w aved signs p ro ­
claim ing “ Repeal the F irst A m endm ent: 
E lect Sen. Dole P re s id en t."

Inside the m eeting room , the C on­
gressm en reaffirm ed their support o f 
First A m endm ent freedom s. C hairm an 
Dole said: “ N othing in th is m eeting 
should give the slightest com fort to  those 
w ho w ould w eaken o u r religious free ­
dom . T hose liberties rem ain abso lu te  
and inv io lab le .”  But w itnesses urging 
g o v e rn m e n t in te rv e n t io n  in to  th e  
“ cu lts”  pain ted  p ictures o f crim es and 
suppression o f individual rights requiring 
governm ent contro l o r investigation.
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T ypical o f those  attack ing  “ cu lts”  w as 
R obert B oetcher, fo rm erly  staff d irec to r 
o f the H ouse subcom m ittee  on in terna­
tional o rgan iza tions, w hich investigated 
alleged links betw een  the R everend Sun 
M yung M oon, leader o f  the Unification 
C hurch , and the South  K orean G overn ­
m en t’s influence buying in the U nited  
S tates.

B oetcher said M oon’s goal is to  set up 
a global theocracy  tha t will rule through 
an arm y of b ra inw ashed  se rv an ts , w ho 
have am assed  a m ultim illion-dollar fo r­
tune. H e spoke o f involuntary  serv itude, 
m illions of sm uggled do llars, an a t­
tem pted  bank tak eo v e r, sm uggled aliens, 
lying solicitors, high overhead  in certain  
fund-raising  ac tiv ities , even infiltration 
of C ongress.

Jim  Siegelm an and  Flo C onw ay, au ­
tho rs of Snapping , took a “ scientific 
v iew ”  of the con troversia l g roups and 
critic ized such con cep ts  as “ single­
m om ent co n v ers io n ”  and “ to tally  reo r­
ganized p erso n a lities”  o f those w ho ac ­
cep t new  religions. C onw ay suggested 
tha t deprogram m ing should be recog­
nized as a new  and  valued form  of m en­
tal health  therapy .

C on troversial Ted Patrick , d ép ro ­
gram m er o f 1.600 “ c u ltis ts ,”  said “ c u lt”  
leaders are  ou t “ to  d estroy  this co u n try ”  
by "d es tro y in g  our ability  to  th in k ”  and 
by “ making s la v e s .”  H e urged the C on­
gressm en to  “ do som ething to elim inate 
these  c u lts .”

Rabbi M aurice D avis, o f W hite Plains, 
N ew  Y ork, described  a cult th is w ay: It 
is led by a d ic ta to ria l, o ften  charism atic , 
leader. It consis ts  o f m em bers w ho ab ­
dica te  the ir right to  say N o. It teaches 
that “ the end justifies the m eans, even 
theft and m u rd e r.”  It has unlim ited 
funds. And it instills fea r, h a tred , and 
suspicion in its m em bers.

S hou ts o f “ L ies!”  echoed through the 
S enate  caucus room  as R abbi D avis, a 
longtim e foe of the U nification C hurch , 
concluded his testim ony. “ H ow  m any 
Jonestow ns m ust there  b e ? ”  he asked . 
“ I am  here to  p ro test against child m o­
le s te rs ,”  he con tinued . “ F o r as surely  as 
there are  those w ho lure children  with 
lollipops in o rder to  rape their bodies, so 
too  do these  lure children  w ith candy- 
coated  lies in o rder to  rape their m in d s.”

F ro m  a n o th e r  v a n ta g e  p o in t ,  D r.

Jam es E. W ood, J r .,  execu tive d irec to r 
o f the B aptist Jo in t C om m ittee on Public 
A ffairs, pointed  ou t tha t in colonial tim es 
B aptists— then  classified as a “ c u lt”  by 
o th er religions— w ere jailed in V irginia 
and M assachusetts . H e said “ c u lt”  is a 
pe jorative w ord that has no p lace in 
A m erican law.

W ood said religion in A m erica should 
be based on the concep t o f vo lun tarism . 
“ A nyone w ho know ingly jo ins and  seeks 
to  adhere to  a religious group  should not 
be inhibited as long as no crim e is being 
co m m itted ,”  he said. “ Religion and reli­
gious ac ts  should be circum scribed  only 
if governm ent can  show  a com pelling 
public in terest and there is no less in tru ­
sive w ay of p ro tecting  tha t public in ter­
e s t .”  H e said governm ent should be re­
quired to  show  “ probable c a u se ”  to  
believe a crim e has been com m itted  be­
fore governm ent begins investigation  of 
a re lig io u s  g ro u p . W o o d  sa id  th e  
“ m ounting crisis in chu rch -sta te  re la­
tions cen te rs on recen t and repea ted  ac ts 
of governm ent intrusion into the affairs 
of religious g ro u p s .”

H erbert R ichardson , p ro fesso r o f reli­
g io u s  s tu d ie s  a t th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
T oronto  and a theological consu ltan t to  
the Unification C hurch , told how as a 
boy he w as w arned ab o u t a certa in  
" c u l t .”

R ichardson said his fundam enta list 
pasto r in O hio p reached  against a “ c u lt” 
that based its teachings on superstitions 
and w as headed by a m an w ho w anted to  
rule the w orld. The “ c u lt”  supposedly  
engaged in illegal and subversive  ac tiv i­
ties and taught its m em bers tha t “ the end 
justifies the m ean s .”  T he “ c u lt”  w as 
said to  have a  huge financial em pire , 
d idn 't believe in full financial d isclosu re, 
and even sought to  infiltrate the govern ­
m ent. It took teen-agers to  secluded 
places fo r training in the “ c u lt’s ”  m inis­
tries. It even set up special schools so 
children w ould not con tac t the “ enlight­
en ed ”  child ren  in public schools. T o  top 
off the plot, said R ichardson , a fo rm er 
priest o f the “ c u lt”  told how  good it was 
to  have a free  mind again— free  from  the 
teachings of Roman C atholicism .

The point of R ichardson ’s s to ry , o f 
course , w as that w hat appears  to  be cult 
to  one person or religious group is true 
religion to  another.

T he testim ony  of m any of th e  anti- 
“ cu ltis ts”  a t S enato r D o le’s m eeting 
should raise  serious questions in the 
m inds o f every  A m erican  w ho cherishes 
traditional co n cep ts  o f free  exerc ise  of 
religion and separa tion  o f ch u rch  and 
state .

C learly , the call fo r elim ination  o f the 
new  religious g roups is a call to  do  the 
constitu tionally  prohibited .

B ut m ore sub tle  w ere the a tta ck s  on 
“ instan t co n v ers io n s”  and “ new  per­
sona lities .”

Is C hrist H im self to  be condem ned? 
W hen Jesus saw  Sim on P eter and his 
b ro ther A ndrew  fishing on the Sea o f 
G alilee, H e said , “ C om e ye a fte r  me, 
and I will m ake you to  becom e fishers of 
m en. A nd stra igh tw ay  they fo rso o k  their 
ne ts , and follow ed h im ”  (M ark 1:17, 18).

And w hat about Saint Paul? Saul, the 
pe rsecu to r o f early  C hris tians, “ m ade 
havock of the c h u rc h ”  and had “ men 
and w om en com m itted  . . .  to  p riso n ,”  
perhaps fo r som e first-cen tury  d ep ro ­
gram m ing (A cts 8:3). But the L ord  ap ­
peared to  Saul on the road  to  D am ascus, 
and  the an ti-“ cu ltis t”  Saul becam e Paul, 
a leader o f the “ c u lt”  he once had per­
secu ted— quite a change in personality  
and life sty le , and all in stan taneously !

But w hat if crim es are  com m itted  in 
the nam e o f religion? F raud , th e ft, and 
m urder are  crim es, regard less o f who 
com m its them . A nd governm en t should 
punish such crim es.

B ut g o v e rn m e n t m u s t a lw a y s  r e ­
m em ber first the constitu tional principles 
o f chu rch -sta te  separa tion  and  free  ex ­
ercise  o f religion. G overnm ent in terven ­
tion in religious affairs should be reluc­
tan t in the ex trem e— and then  only as the 
least in trusive rem edy to  a particu lar 
problem .

A nd as fo r the new  and con troversia l 
religions— the “ cu lts” — perhaps S enator 
E dw ard  Z orinsky  (D -N eb.) put it best: 
“ T he right to  hold unusual and uncon­
ventional religious beliefs in th is coun try  
m ust be abso lu tely  p ro tec ted . It w ould, 
indeed, be ironic if, a fte r  fleeing E urope 
to  escape  religious p ersecu tion , ou r 
Founding F athers gave b irth  to  a new  
persecu ting  and  in to leran t n a tio n .”  □

R obert W. N ixon is an a ttorney and a s­
socia te editor o f  L ib e r t y  m agazine.
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TM
Again
Ruled
Religious

M aharishi M ahesh Yogi tu rned  
his o th e r ch eek , bu t an  appeals 
co u rt said it had no  trouble  recognizing 

th e  sam e old Yogi.
O n F eb ruary  2 th e  U nited  S ta tes C ourt 

of A ppeals fo r the T hird  C ircu it, sitting 
in Philadelphia, affirm ed a low er c o u r t’s 
ruling tha t had decla red  transcenden ta l 
m edita tion  (TM ) to  be religious in na­
ture .

T he original 1977 decision  in M alnak  
v. M aharish i M ahesh Yogi had ruled that 
the teaching o f TM  and  SCI (Science of 
C reative In telligence, the TM  philoso­
phy) in public schools v iolated the e s ­
tablishm ent c lause o f the F irst A m end­
m ent. T ax p ay e rs’ m oney had been used 
to  support the religious teach ings and 
prac tices o f the TM  m ovem ent.

In his appeal Yogi argued that TM and 
SCI should be perm itted  in the public 
schools as “ true  sc ie n c e .’’ B ut the p re ­
siding judge w anted to  know  w hat w as 
scientific abou t the fo llow ing, from  T M ’s 
cerem ony  of initiation:

“ G uru in the glory of G rahm a, G uru in 
the glory of V ishnu,

“ G uru in the glory o f th e  great L ord  
Shiva, G uru in th e  glory o f the person ­
ified transcenden ta l fu lness o f B rahm an, 
to  H im , to  Shri G uru  D ev adorned  with 
g lory , I bow  d o w n .”

In an evasive response , the m ahari­
sh i’s law yer re fe rred  to  an  affidavit that 
sta ted  th a t such cerem onies w ere som e­
tim es used fo r secu lar occasions in 
India. T he cou rt la ter rem arked  that the 
effect o f that affidavit w as to  “ take a cow  
and put a  sign on it tha t says ‘h o rse ’!” 

If  m aharishi and th e  TM  people  decide 
to  pu rsue  the m atter fu r th e r, they  will 
have to  ask  the U nited  S ta tes Suprem e 
C ourt fo r perm ission to  bring an appeal 
th e re . T he m essage from  the cou rts, 
how ever, has been clear: TM  is reli­

gious. F edera l, s ta te , and  local officials 
can  be expec ted  to  heed the c o u rts ’ 
judgm ents and re fu se  any  req u es ts  by 
the TM people  to  use tax p ay e rs ’ dollars 
fo r TM  program s.

Original plaintiffs in th is action  w ere a 
group  of N ew  Jersey  paren ts and  tax ­
p a y e r s ,  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  S p ir itu a l 
C oun terfe its  P ro jec t, an organization 
based  in B erkeley , C alifornia. All w ere 
rep resen ted  on the appeal. A dditional 
defen d an ts  befo re  the low er co u rt in­
cluded th e  U .S . D epartm en t o f H ealth , 
E ducation , and  W elfare , the N ew  Jersey  
D epartm ent o f E duca tion , and several 
lo c a l s c h o o l b o a rd s .  N o n e  o f  th e s e  
governm ental defen d an ts  jo ined w ith the 
m aharishi in his appeal. □

Inside
the
Fortress

By M ark A lbrecht

C  :-------------------------------eelisberg  is a nice little Sw iss vil-
lage, perched  on a  serene m oun­

tainside overlooking the L ake o f the 
F our F o res t C an tons. A bout a b lock up 
the road from  the village itself sits the 
renovated  H otel Sonnenberg , w hich w as 
purchased  by th e  TM  m ovem ent and 
now  serves as the in ternational head­
q u arte rs  o f M aharishi M ahesh Y ogi’s 
“ W orld G overnm ent o f the Age of E n ­
ligh tenm ent.”

T he huge building, w hich has been 
nicely re s to red , houses the elite o f the 
TM m ovem ent, th ree hundred o r so 
governors*  o f the w orld governm ent, in­
cluding the m aharishi him self. The m ain 
lobby is open to  the public; once inside, 
there  are  plenty o f sm iling, w ell-dressed 
m en w ith trim m ed hair to  tell you all 
about TM . On a recen t visit I noticed 
tha t m ost o f the A m erican w om en w ere 
w earing brightly colored  silk saris, the 
native garb  of Indian w om en. I asked my

*In TM parlance, a governor is defined as an 
inner initiate who has taken the advanced 
sidhi training and has supposedly learned to 
levitate, et cetera.

guide if th is w as because th e  m aharishi is 
a H indu teacher from  India. “ O h, n o ,”  
he rep lied , “ TM  is no religion a t all. The 
saris a re  ju s t com fo rtab le , and  very  
p re tty , d o n ’t you th in k ?”  "W ell, y e s ,”  I 
agreed, biting my lip. I asked  if th e  m a­
harishi w as in. A fter considerab le  ev a­
s io n , th e  g u id e  fina lly  sa id  th a t  he 
“ w asn ’t s u re .”  In any ev en t, the m a­
harishi com es and goes in sty le . O utside 
w ere tw o Rolls R oyces and  a classic 
V anden Plas lim ousine; th e  m aharishi 
also  keeps a  p rivate  helicop ter nearby .

Speaking o f flying, we got on the sub ­
jec t o f the TM  sidhi p rogram , w hich 
theoretically  enables a hum an being to 
lev ita te , fly, becom e invisible, walk 
through w alls, have the strength  o f an 
e lephan t, et ce te ra . My guide assu red  me 
that it w as all quite real, bu t tha t the 
general public w ould not be perm itted  to  
observe  these  things. H e insisted  tha t in 
the advanced  stages o f flying, one could 
“ fly all the  w ay to  Z urich , o r w h e re v e r .” 
D oes all this really  happen? W ell, one 
big tip-off is tha t the m aharish i him self 
still uses the helicopter . . .

The o th e r big pitch tha t I got from  the 
T M ’ers a t Seelisberg  concerned  “ Ma- 
h arish i’s S uprem e O ffer to  the W o rld .”  
T his offer is based on the M aharishi 
E ffect ( “ nam ed in honor o f H is H oliness 
M aharishi M ahesh Yogi, w ho p red icted  
it as early  as 1960” ), in w hich the co n ­
sciousness of a given geopolitical a rea  is 
spontaneously  raised  w hen one percen t 
o f the population  prac tices TM . T he e f­
fect is claim ed to  be pow erfu l enough to  
m ake nations invincible! T his is accom ­
plished by “ disallow ing the b irth  o f an 
enem y”  through the good v ib rations o f 
TM , w hich c rea te  love, harm ony, good 
w e a th e r ,  s ta b le  e c o n o m ie s ,  p e r f e c t  
health , elim inate all personal prob lem s, 
and o therw ise ensure tha t all U topian  
values becom e a reality  w ithin “ days o r 
w eek s .”

All this m ay seem  like so m uch self­
deluded flimflam to  the ou tside observer, 
but such is the g o v e rn o rs’ allegiance to 
the m aharishi that if he says it is true , 
they accep t it w ithout fu r th e r qualm  or 
question . T he m ovem ent has already  
dem onstrated  its w illingness to  put a 
certa in  am ount o f m oney on the line 
based on tha t assum ption , as team s of 
advanced m ed itato rs have been sen t out 
to  soothe w orld trouble  spo ts w ith their 
vibrations— part o f a program  to  c rea te  
w orld peace ‘ ‘by increasing the coherence  
and integrity  o f national consciousness 
in areas of the w orld experiencing  d is­
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o rd e r .”  Special team s o f tw en ty -four 
governors have been sen t to  Iran , Israel, 
and  C entral A m erica.

Such troub le-shooting  team s, how ­
ev er, are only part o f a larger, stra teg i­
cally  coord inated  program  that is based 
on the sam e grand iose  assum ption . My 
guide said th a t the w orld governm ent 
had undertaken  pilot p ro jec ts  in 108 
coun tries a round  th e  w orld to  bring 
abou t th is blissful coherence  and h a r­
m ony. In these  p ro jec ts  the TM organ i­
zation  is a ttem pting  to  ach ieve  a one 
percen t m edita tion  ra te , based  on cu r­

ren t population figures. O nce th is is 
com pleted , w orld problem s will be all 
but solved. The m aharishi thus becom es 
the savior o f the w orld and tran scen d en ­
tal m editation  becom es his sacram en t.

T he TM m agazine W orld G overnm ent 
N ew s  pu ts it th is w ay:

“ M aharish i’s teachings have brought 
on the Age o f E nlightenm ent— optim ism  
and generosity  are  inseparab le  p a rts  o f 
his behavior. In pointing a t the crisis he 
is acting  ou t o f com passion  to  w ake us 
up from  our stupor o f struggle and  su f­
fering  so tha t we might take advan tage  of

the fo rm ula  tha t he has m ade availab le  to  
us to  elim inate every  shadow  o f crisis 
from  our personal lives, and in the sam e 
stroke  c rea te  an ideal socie ty  and  an 
invincible n a tio n .”  □

Reprinted with permission from Spiritual 
Counterfeits Project Newsletter, P.O. Box 
4308, Berkeley, California 97404. ©  SCP 
1979.

M ark A lb rech t is a researcher fo r  Sp ir it­
ual C ounterfeits Project, Berkeley, C ali­
fornia .

The “ Bell of Invincibility” in the main 
lobby at Seelisberg headquarters is be­
lieved to be “ the vibrational harbinger of 
the Age of Enlightenment.”

Maharishi’s view from his headquarters. 
Despite his gift of levitation, he keeps a 
private helicopter nearby.
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Who runs Jimmy Carter?
Who is the REAL 

President? These and  
similar questions hove 

been asked recently by 
articles in m agazines  
known more for their 

centerspreads than their 
profundity. Their answers: 
"A powerful international 
study group [the Trilateral 

Commission] with only 
the most limited taste for 

dem ocracy and the 
blessing and backing of 

David Rockefeller." "A 
private club of billionaires 
and their advisers [again  

the TC], dedicated to 
running the world."

Behind this front—and  
other conspiratorial 

groups—w e ore told by 
m any sources, is the 
elusive Illuminati, on 

organization blam ed for 
such affairs os the French 

Revolution, the vice (ond 
funding) of Communism, 

and even the crucifixion 
of Christ!

LIBERTY asked Dr. Walter 
C. Utt, chairman of the 

deportment of history at 
Pacific Union College, 
Angwin, Californio, to 
unravel the myths and  

legends surrounding this 
shadowy organization. 

We hope you will agree  
it w as a worthwhile task.

— Eds.
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Illuminating the Illuminati
i

A  W elshm an w ith w hom  I lunched 
last sum m er w as critical o f the 

W elsh nationalists w ho d eface  roadside 
signs th a t have English spellings o r w ho 
refuse  to  answ er a question  if asked  in 
English. H e said th ere  w as no case 
know n w here one o f these  purists had 
r e f u s e d  a  B r it is h  p o u n d  n o te ,  e v e n  
though it is in scribed  in th e  English lan­
guage! O f the sam e breeding stock  are 
the consp iracy  buffs w ho inform  us tha t 
the sym bolism  o f th e  G reat Seal o f the 
U nited  S tates (see rev erse  side o f a do l­
lar bill), a  five-pointed  sta r (see the 
U nited S ta tes flag), the serpen t-en tw ined  
caduceus (see a ph y sic ian ’s ca r in a no­
parking zone), o r the le tte r “ S ”  (see 
your local S afew ay  superm arket), are 
M asonic o r, w orse , dem onic sym bols. 
W hat one is supposed  to  do (except to 
yaw n) is no t c lear. R efuse dollar bills? 
R efuse a  d o c to r’s trea tm en t?  O r w hat?

O ur Founding F a th ers , m any of w hom  
w ere M asons and  ra tionalists , w ere in­
fluenced by M asonic im agery. T he im ­
agery of construc tion  seem ed ap p ro ­
priate  fo r the G rea t Seal o f a new  nation 
and its hopeful political experim ent. 
Sym bols we live by. B ut sym bols change 
m eanings and o ften  do not say the sam e 
thing to  everyone everyw here . A sym bol 
only represents rea lity ; it is not the  rea l­
ity. But consp iracy  buffs tie together a 
variety  of sym bols from  several th o u ­
sand years o f w orld cultu re  and claim  
ev idence o f a w orldw ide secre t co n sp ir­
acy . O ne of the m ost long-lived consp ir­
a torial o rgan iza tions, we are  told, is the 
Illum inati, a  g roup  alleged to  have been 
m anipulating w orld affairs fo r som e cen ­
turies.

In a tim e of d is tru s t o f estab lished  
institu tions it is not to  be w ondered  that 
such a belief flourishes. W hen m atters 
do not seem  to  be going well, m any 
anxious fo lk  are  suscep tib le  to  b izarre  
“ new  ligh t.”  T w o pow erful appeals 
enrich  prom oters o f such fads: (1) “ I am 
going to  give you the inside dope, w hich

not even the regular m em bers o f O rga­
nization X know  ab o u t!”  and (2) “ I am 
going to  scare you sp itless— w hich you 
will ra th er en joy  and  w hich will confirm  
w hat you have suspected  all along about 
the E stab lish m en t.”  Perhaps a consp ira ­
torial world view  com es from  feelings of 
help lessness in a m essy world w ith 
w hich leaders seem  unable to cope. T his 
w orld is an increasingly frightening 
place. T o blam e a consp iracy  simplifies 
m atters and also  relieves one (or o n e ’s 
coun try  o r type of people) o f responsi­
bility fo r the p red icam ent we are  in.

A greed, the bo rderline betw een fac t 
and speculation  is no t easily determ ined . 
F ads, such as the occu lt, U F O ’s, o r re ­
cu rren t legends such as the Illum inati, 
may start from  som e point of fa c t, but 
the kernels o f tru th  are  so small and the 
chaff piled so deep , one risks d isc red it­
ing him self entirely  to  espouse  them . Let 
u s  lo o k  a t h o w  th e  I l lu m in a ti s to ry  
originated.

A Time Not Unlike Our Own. T he late 
e ighteenth  cen tu ry  w as a tim e not unlike 
ou r ow n. A ccepted  political and religious 
v a lu e s  w e re  b e in g  c h a lle n g e d . T h e  
A lta r -a n d -T h ro n e  c o m b in a tio n  w as 
being underm ined, particularly  in C ath ­
olic coun tries. T he idle and res tless, the 
“ beautifu l p eo p le ,”  flocked to  each  fad , 
and the h itherto  rational tone of the E n­
lightenm ent w as w eakened  by a w ave of 
rom anticism  and “ sensib ility” — R ous­
seau , so to  speak , reacting  against V ol­
ta ire .1 The spiritual void w as filled by 
anti-intellectual excesses such as m es­
m erism  and occultism . In no place did 
this kaleidoscopic com ing and going of 
clubs, societies, and m ovem ents, w ith 
shifting in and ou t of one group to  an ­
o ther, go fu rth e r than  in the G erm an 
sta tes. S ecrecy , needed to  reduce  ha­
ra s s m e n t b y  p o lic e  a n d  c e n s o r s ,  
streng thened  a p redilection  fo r sym bol­
ism , m um bo jum bo, and the b izarre .

In the strongly  clerical and co n serv a­
tive sta te  o f B avaria , one of these  radical 
societies flourished at the Jesu it un iver­
sity o f Ingolstadt. Adam  W eishaupt 
(1748-1830), a  d isgruntled  p ro fesso r o f 
canon law , founded  the Illum inati ( “ the 
enlightened o n e s” ) on M ay 1, 1776. By 
no m eans w as th is the first tim e this

By W alter C. U tt

im m odest title had been used by a  d is­
sident g ro u p .2 The Illum inati program  
w as neither very  d ifferent in aim  nor 
m e m b e rs h ip  f ro m  n u m e ro u s  o th e r  
groups— long on naive and utopian  talk 
about m oral and social regenera tion  but 
short on concre te  p rogram s. Its m ost 
c lear-cu t concep t w as a  fierce ha tred  of 
c lericalism  as a perversion  of the pure 
principles taugh t by C h ris t.3

A M asonic d ropou t, B aron A dolf von 
K n ig g e  (1752 -1796 ), f ro m  H a n o v e r ,  
seem s to  have provided the organizing 
ability ; and  the W eishaupt society  en ­
joyed  no to rie ty  as “ radical c h ic ”  in 
G erm any at the tu rn  of the 1780's. B or­
row ing ritual and p re ten tious nom encla­
tu re  from  the M asons, w ith w hose ra ­
t io n a l i s t ic  w in g  th e y  m o m e n ta r ily  
affiliated, the Illum inati a ttrac ted  m ostly  
un iversity  s tuden ts  and  jun io r officials 
exaspera ted  against clerical regim es they  
saw  as defending  superstitu tion  and  op­
pression . M ost d rifted  off sho rtly , find­
ing little that was original o r com pelling 
in the w indy and inchoate  rum inations of 
their ch iefs.

W e is h a u p t a n d  V on  K n ig g e  so o n  
quarre led , and the society  began to  d is­
in tegrate. F righ tened  by dela tions o f ex ­
m em bers, som e indiscree t boasting , and 
prom pted  by th e  Jesu its , E lec to r C harles 
T heodore  took fright and ou tlaw ed the 
society  in 1785. The fam e o f th e  Illu­
m inati the re fo re  w as m ostly  ex post 
fa c to .4 Both principals had to  flee B a­
varia , and from  his obscu re  exile W ei­
shaup t w ro te  long and  ted ious rebu tta ls  
to  the a ttack s m ade on him and his d e ­
funct m ovem ent.

A Handy Scapegoat. As early  a s  1790, 
som e French  ém igrés w ere asserting  that 
the R evolution  w as caused  by a M asonic 
plot. A w ell-developed tas te  fo r the 
m arvelous ex is ted , as it does to d ay , and 
“ rom anesque and fa c ile "  exp lana tions 
w ere m uch m ore palatable to  lo sers than  
w as factual ana ly s is .5 W ar cam e in 1792. 
As F rench  arm ies began to  w in, anx iety  
increased  in neighboring lands, fo r suc­
cessfu l arm ies export ideas m ore effec-
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tively than  p lo tte rs .6 G erm an co u n te r­
revo lu tionaries long had a cam paign 
against free th in k e rs . M asons, and phi­
lo s o p h e rs .  N o w , jo in e d  by  re fu g e e  
clergy and a ris to c ra ts  from  F rance , L u ­
theran  and C atho lic  p ietists, ex-M asons, 
and d isbanded  Jesu its  co llaborated  to 
defend  the em otional, m ystical, and 
sentim ental ex trem es o f G erm an politi­
cal reac tio n .7 R osicrucians, deep  into 
sym bolic and occu lt ex cesses, w ere par­
ticu lar foes o f all ra tionalists . A noisy 
press and pam phlet cam paign continued  
through the 1790’s, aided by surviving 
G erm an princes and even by secre t 
funds from  the B ritish g o v ern m en t.8

T he Illum inati offered a handy scape­
g o a t w h en  th e  c a m p a ig n  g ra v i ta te d  
tow ard  consp iracy  th eo rie s .9 S ince m any 
o f the em igré a ris to c ra ts  w ere them ­
selves M asons, it w as necessary  to  find a 
particu lar sec t; and the idea that B avar­
ian Illum inati had seduced  F rench  F ree ­
m asonry  w as in print by 1795.10 W ith 
naval m utinies and a bloody rising in 
Ireland, British conserva tives w ere su s­
cep tib le  to  the hysteria  o f F rench  refu ­
gees in their m idst. T he ex-Jesu it Abbé 
Barruel (1741-1820), already  know n as a 
polem icist against encycloped ists , philo­
sophes;, and  the F rench  revolu tionary  
regim e, reached  L ondon in 1792 and 
published his expose in 1797. G erm an 
an d  A m e ric a n  e d i t io n s  s w if tly  fo l ­
lo w ed .11

In his c lassic  trea tise  on consp iracy , 
Barruel denied  the un fo reseen . All w as 
“ prem edita ted , p rearranged , reso lved , 
and decided  u p o n ."  F or tw enty  years , 
th ree  hundred thousand  “ a d e p ts "  had 
been at w ork. T he presen t revolu tion  
w as only  the beginning o f the universal 
disso lu tion  the sec t p lanned. H e posited 
th ree  stages: (I) a consp iracy  against 
C hris tian ity  by the philosophes, (2) a 
co nsp iracy  against th rones by F reem a­
sons, (3) a consp iracy  against p roperty  
a n d  so c ia l o rd e r  b y  th e  I l lu m in a t i ,  
“ soph ists  o f im piety and a n a rc h y .”  
T h ere fo re , encycloped ists  +  M asons + 
Illum inati = Jacob ins. T he Jacob ins, he 
cla im ed , “ threw  off the m ask ”  July 14, 
1789— a notab le  d is to rtion  of fact!

B arruel did list som e actual ag ita to rs, 
b u t o v e r lo o k e d  so  m an y  in v a r io u s  
co u n tr ie s  that it is obvious he drew

m ostly from  readily  available published 
sources. H e co rrec tly  saw  the a ttack  on 
the Old O rder as in ternational. “ The 
s e c t ,"  he a sse rted , “ first announced  it­
self in A m erica, w ith the first e lem ents 
o f its code o f equality , liberty  and sov­
ereignty  o f the p eo p le .”  Significantly, in 
the English and A m erican transla tions, 
the w ords “ in A m erica"  w ere om itted! 
Palm er suggests that “ even fo r conserv ­
ative E nglish-speaking persons, it was 
sim ply not believable that the A m erican 
R evolution had been brought about by a 
sect o f adep ts , and they might conclude 
that B arruel’s w hole thesis w as un­
so u n d .”  T he u ltim ate aim  of the con ­
sp iracy , said B arruel, w as to  replace 
G od by m an, bu t good governm ent re­
qu ires organized religion, specifically the 
p re -1 7 8 9  c o m b in a tio n  o f  A lta r  an d  
T h ro n e .12

It w as co incidence , said B arruel, that 
the Scot John  R obison also  published his 
w e a k e r  a n d  le s s  sk illfu l t r e a t i s e  in 
1797.13 He w as a no ted  scien tist but a 
political naif w ith “ a total lack o f critical 
in te l l ig e n c e ."  H is  la b o r io u s  d a ta  
scarcely  supported  his fevered  conclu ­
s io n  th a t  th e  I llu m in a ti m ad e  an d  
d irected  the F rench  R evolution and w ere 
“ one great and w icked p ro jec t fe rm en t­
ing and w orking all over E u ro p e .”  Mme. 
T allien ’s inadequate  public a ttire  in 1793 
( ‘ ‘b a r e d  l i m b s ” ) h e  t r a c e d  to  
W eishaup t’s prom otion  of im m orality. 
Though once a m em ber of a  British 
lodge, he identified the Illum inati with 
M asonry. C ontinen tal lodges he saw  as 
d ifferent and m ore m alignant, and heav­
ily infiltrated by the Jesu its! An appeal to  
B ritons to  resist seductive doctrines o f 
irreligion, co rrup tion , sensuality , and the 
d estruction  of p roperty  rights occupied 
150 pages.14

Two Improbabilities. The a ttrac tiv e ­
ness o f the B arruel-R obison thesis rests 
on tw o im probabilities. The first w as the 
alleged survival o f the society  a fte r  its 
d issolution . T he fragm ents of data  are 
hardly coercive e ither w ay, but m ore 
im portan t, there  is sim ply no indication 
that anyone associa ted  w ith the group 
w as affected in his la ter ac tions by any ­
thing specifically a ttribu tab le  to  his con ­
tac t with the Illum inati.15 O pposing the

C atholic C hurch , o r “ su p ers titu tio n ,”  o r 
au tocra tic  o r inefficient governm en t w as 
so general am ong E uropean  bourgeoisie 
that it p asses belief tha t sim ilar notions 
advocated  by the Illum inati w ere that 
different o r com pelling.

T he second  im probability  w as that this 
G erm an group— how ever gratify ing the 
notion might be to  G erm ans— could  have 
set up and  adm inistered  the F rench  
R evolution and  so effectively  coo rd i­
nated  hundreds o f thousands o f ac to rs 
that they w ere all unaw are that they 
w ere being m anipulated . Few  eras of 
h istory  have been m ore relen tlessly  
com bed over by all parties in tha t con ­
ten tious, literate , and prolix genera tion . 
B esides, a  tidal w ave of m em oirs and 
histo ries, police and m ilitary reco rd s , are 
now  open. O dd that no one su spec ted  all 
this was going on excep t a few  polem i­
c is ts doing their writing in countries at 
war with F ra n ce!E ven if one accep ts  the 
id ea  th a t  M a so n ic  lo d g e s  so m e h o w  
transm uted  into Jacobin  clubs, there  re­
m ained m any inharm onious varieties o f 
M asonry. A nd certa in ly  there  w as m uch 
m ore to  the F rench  R evolution than  Ja ­
cobinism . It takes a very considerab le  
leap of faith  to  think the Illum inati m ade 
much difference.

The M asonic  lodges . . . provided a 
kind o f  international netw ork o f  like- 
m inded people. Their existence fac ilita ted  
the circulation o f ideas. B ut the lodges 
took no orders from  any headquarters, 
their m em bers never acted  as a group, 
and their very ta ste  fo r  elaborate m ystifi­
cation m ade them  innocuous if  no t ridic­
ulous in real political life.

N othing m ore conspiratoria l than the 
Freem asons has ever been discovered. 
Belief in a secret, concerted, under­
g ro u n d  in te r n a t io n a l r e v o lu tio n a r y  
m ovem ent, as developed by the French 
Barruel and  the Sco tch  R obison , and  
advanced in A m erica  by Jedidiah M orse, 
is an item no t in the history o f  fa c t bu t in 
the history o f  counter-revolutionary po ­
lemics. 16

As Alice w as told in Through the L o o k ­
ing C lass, one should try  to  believe at 
least one im possible thing each day  be­
fore breakfast.
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II
The Illum inati en tered  A m erican po­

litical lore in 1798, during the XYZ* 
crisis w ith F rance . By happy chance, 

R ob ison’s collection  o f non sequiturs  
cam e to  the a tten tion  of Jedidiah  M orse, 
a B oston pastor. T he idea o f a w orldw ide 
plot sum m ed up so exac tly  his view  of 
the parlous s ta te  o f the nation and the 
danger to  C hristian  A m erica, that M orse 
launched  his a ttack  on the society  in his 
Fast D ay serm on of M ay 9, 1798, using 
as his tex t 2 K ings 19:3-4. The es tab ­
lished church  had been on the defensive 
against d issen te rs and deists fo r years , 
but especially  since the A m erican R evo­
lution. Federa list N ew  England feared  
the adven t to  pow er o f Je ffe rso n ’s pro- 
F rench  R epublican party  in the elec tions 
of 1800. T hese  C ongregationalist pas­
to rs , m ostly F edera lists , could not im ag­
ine a  w orld w ithout a  sta te  church  to 
support v irtue. At first, M orse had ap ­
proved  of the F rench  R evolution and 
even  the Reign o f  T erro r as bringing 
deserved  w oe on the papacy , but he 
sh ifted  a fte r  1795 and saw  the R evolu­
tion as infidelity incarnate . A m erica’s 
situation  w as already  alm ost beyond 
rem edy. “ A theistical, licentious, d iso r­

* In 1798 by orders of the French Directory, 
one thousand American vessels had been 
stopped on the high seas for examination. 
President Adams sent three commissioners to 
negotiate a treaty which would do away with 
this annoyance. The commissioners were met 
in France by three agents, who demanded a 
large sum of money before the Directory 
would receive the commission, and also no­
tified the commission that France would ex­
pect a loan from the United States if satisfac­
tion of any other kind was to be given. The 
commissioners rejected this and were ordered 
out of France. Their report was published at 
once in the United States, and in it the French 
agents were labeled X, Y, and Z. The United 
States increased its army and navy, and hos­
tilities were actually begun when Talleyrand 
disavowed any connection with the agents 
and agreed to receive any minister the United 
States might send.

ganizing p rincip les”  w ere everyw here . 
“ G od has a con troversy  w ith this n a ­
tio n .”  17

The State of the Nation. O ne m ust re­
m em ber the help less position  of the new  
A m e ric a n  re p u b l ic ,  b u ffe te d  in th e  
struggle betw een  F rance  and  B ritain tha t 
w as to  go on w ith only brief in terrup tion  
from  1792 to  1815. A m erican public 
opin ion yaw ed violently  in the 1790’s. 
The arrogance of G enê t, the F rench  
envoy in 1793, em barrassed  the Je ffe r­
son ians; then  the Jay  T rea ty , surely one 
of the m ost unpopular in A m erican his­
to ry , sw ung th e  public v iolently  against 
the F ederalists. T he X Y Z Affair and the 
bullying by the F rench  reversed  opinion 
again, and w ar w as barely  averted  in 
1798 by President A dam s, though at 
som e cost to  his position in his own 
party . T hen the F ederalists overreached  
them selves by attem pting  to  m uzzle the 
p ress w ith the A lien and Sedition  A cts.

Such  was the sta te  o f  the country  dur­
ing the presidency o f John A d a m s— di­
vided hy interm inable contention , bewil­
dered  b y  a c c u s a t io n  a n d  c o u n te r  
accusation , flooded  by propaganda, with 
its citizens appealing to  foreigners in their 
disputes with each other, beset by laws 
against sedition and their partisan en­
forcem ent, . . . carrying on actua l hos­
tilities with France at sea, and with im ­
portant men clam oring fo r  all-out war 
against tha t infidel republic, . . . and  
alliance solicited with Great B rita in .18

N ew  England pulpits rang w ith charges 
o f atheism  and infidelity against the Re­
publicans and their Jacobin  friends, but, 
a fte r  all, the jerem iad w as a long-estab­
lished Puritan serm onic form .

M orse announced  the terrify ing  plot in 
his serm on and e labora ted  details in a 
printed version. He noted tha t “ reading 
so c ie tie s"  had indeed ex isted  in som e 
A m e ric a n  to w n s . R o b is o n ’s b o o k  
stressed  the M asonic connection , but 
M orse prudentially  m uted the sound of 
his trum pet on this po in t, show ing he 
well knew  w hat he w as abou t, fo r m ost 
o f the leaders of his ow n party  w ere 
M asons— W ashington, H am ilton , Jay , 
R e v e re , to  m e n tio n  a fe w . (O n ce

M orse 's  critics got hold of the R obison 
book and noted  M orse’s om issions, he 
too  had to  develop  a d istinction  betw een  
b e tte r and w orse M asons.) O ther F ed er­
alist clergy jo ined  in, notab ly  T im othy 
D w ight, o f Y ale. Said Dwight:

“The sins o f these enem ies o f  C hrist, 
and C hristians, are o f  num bers and  de­
grees which m ock accoun t and descrip­
tion. A ll the m alice and  a theism  o f  the 
D ragon, the cruelty and  rapacity o f  the 
B east, and the fra u d  and  deceit o f  the 
fa lse  Prophet, can generate, or a cco m ­
plish, swell the list. . . . Shall we, m y  
brethren, becom e partakers o f  these sins?  
Shall we introduce them  into our govern­
m ent, our schools, our fam ilies?  Shall 
our sons becom e the disciples o f V ol­
taire, and  the dragoons o f  M arat; or our 
daughters the concubines o f  the Illum i­
n a t i? " 19

T y in g  th e  c o n s p i r a c y  in w ith  th e  
W hiskey R ebellion in P ennsy lvania , 
Abiel A bbot, o f H averhill, said it w as 
now "genera lly  believed tha t the p resen t 
day is unfolding a design the m ost flagi­
tious, and d iabolical, that hum an art and 
malice have ever invented . Its o b jec t is 
the total destruction  of all religion and 
civil o rd e r .” 20 P rinted serm ons and 
new spaper artic les in this vein abound , 
bu t one adm irer o f T heodore  D w ight— 
bro ther o f T im othy— got to  the heart o f 
the m atter w hen he w rote that Dwight 
convinced  him th a t Jefferson  “ is the real 
Jacobin , the  very  child o f m odern illu­
m ination, the  foe o f m an, and the enem y 
o f his c o u n try .”  21

The Counterattack. Peevish critics 
began to  dem and specifics and  proof. H ad 
anyone ev er seen  an  Illum inatus in 
A m erica? W hat ev idence o f their handi­
w ork could anyone  point to ?  M orse 
re tu rned  to  the a ttack  in his vehem ent 
serm on of N ovem ber 29, 1798. P rivately , 
he tried  to  get inform ation  on m em bers of 
the M asonic lodges w ith F rench  connec­
tions, but w as d isappoin ted  to  learn that 
they  w ere all considered  sound  and 
respectab le  citizens.

R ob ison’s book  w as soon reprin ted  in 
N ew  Y ork and elsew here and en joyed  

(C ontinued on page 26)
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History Backstage

■ no place in the Bible, o r in his- 
II I to ry , a re  tru th  and e rro r brought 
into closer proxim ity than  in Revelation 
13:11: "1 b e h e ld ,"  said John , "an o th e r 
beast com ing up ou t o f the earth ; and he 
had tw o horns like a lam b, and he spake 
as a d ra g o n ."

A lam b and a d ragon? Could m ore 
paradoxical sym bols be used? And yet 
no com bination  could m ore accurately  
focus m an’s a tten tion  upon the final 
phase o f the cosm ic w arfare  betw een 
ty ranny  and freedom .

" H e  had tw o horns like a lam b ."  
T hroughout the book o f R evelation, 
Jesus is p ictured  as a lam b. John beholds 
Him first as “ a L am b as it had been 
s la in ,"  “ in the m idst o f the th r o n e ." 1 
T hat is. He is in the very cen te r o f the 
universe, surrounded  by “ every  crea tu re  
which is in heaven , and on the ea rth , and 
under the ea rth , and  such as are in the 
s e a .” 2 John  sees H im  again as the re ­
turning L am b com ing in the clouds of 
heaven.

In one or the o ther o f these roles 
C hrist is p ictu red  repeated ly  in Jo h n 's  
“ R evelation  of Jesus C h ris t.“ 3 T hus 
John  focuses ou r a tten tion  on a pow er 
that has ch arac te ris tics  sim ilar to  those 
o f C hrist. But the lam blike beast speaks 
“ as a d r a g o n ."  Jo h n  id e n tif ie s  th e  
dragon as " th a t old serpen t, called the 
Devil, and S atan , w hich deceiveth  the 
w hole w o r ld ." 4 W e find him lifting his 
ugly head tim e a fte r  tim e as the great 
conflict betw een  tru th  and e rro r is delin­
eated  by the revelator.

T he dragon is d iscovered  in som e of 
the m ost deeply  spiritual settings. John 
first glim pses him in heaven itself, per­
fec t from  the day o f his c rea tio n ,5 ch er­
ishing a covetousness that b reaks into 
open rebellion .6 He is “ cast ou t into the

__________________________ By O. .1. Mills

e a rth ”  w ith “ his an g e ls ,"  w ho sided 
with him in the conflic t.7

U n le ss  w e a c k n o w le d g e  w ith  th e  
apostle  Paul tha t “ we are  no t contending  
against flesh and blood, but against the 
p r in c ip a l i t ie s ,  a g a in s t  th e  p o w e rs ,  
against the world rulers o f th is p resen t 
darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
w ickedness in the heavenly  p lace s ,” 8 
life is only a puzzle and  m an m erely a 
shadow  on the darkening landscape of 
tim e; and H . G. W ells w as right w hen he 
said . "  ‘T he stars in their co u rses have 
turned  against m an. and he has to  give 
p la c e  to  so m e  o th e r  a n im a l b e t te r  
adapted  to  face  the fa te  that c loses 
in .’ " 9

The w isdom  o f the Bible stands forth  
in sunny ou tline, bold and c lea r, when 
we study m an 's  shallow  records under 
the penetrating  revelation  tha t tw o  great 
supernatural agencies are  contending  for 
the suprem acy  of the w orld. All h isto ry , 
religious and secular, takes on new sig­
nificance, and all life new  m eaning, when 
we perm it the Bible to  d raw  aside the 
cu rta in , allow ing us to observe  tw o great 
spiritual kingdom s influencing the m ove­
m ents o f ea rth , the grow th o f nations, 
the rise and fall o f em pires, the destin ies 
of individuals. Only through perceiving 
even ts backstage can we m ake decisions 
decisive enough to  align ourse lves posi­
tively w ith the ultim ately trium phant 
kingdom  of light.

T he dragon , " th a t old se rpen t, called 
the Devil, and S a ta n ,"  is alw ays p ictured  
as an avow ed foe o f the L am b, but not 
a lw ays as an open enem y of the tru th . 
He whom Jesus saw  “ as lightning fall 
from  h eav en "  10 usually poses as an am ­
bassador from  heaven. He w orks his 
way into the highest places o f w orship , 
w here he may m ore subtly  pervert tru th



Unless we view  history from the vantage point 
of revelation, life is only a puzzle and man merely 
o shadow on the darkening landscape of time.

into e rro r and then  m ore au thorita tively  
palm  off the coun te rfe it fo r the  genuine.

Paul categorically  s ta te s , "S a tan  him ­
self is transfo rm ed  in to  an  angel of 
lig h t."  11 Posing as an apostle  o f C hris t, 
he chooses m en to rep resen t him in civil 
and religious offices w ho have been d e ­
ceived in to  believing th a t they  rep resen t 
the Lord o f heaven. T ransform ing  un­
converted  m en in to  "m in is te rs  o f righ t­
e o u sn e ss ,”  12 he has founded  great sy s­
tem s of governm ent and religion in the 
nam e o f C h ris t, system s that have d e ­
ceived m ultitudes into  believing they  
w ere prom oting freedom  only to  d is­
cover too  late they had been used as 
instrum ents o f ty ranny .

T he last book of the B ible, “ The R ev­
elation  of Jesus C h r is t,"  has been given 
to  unm ask Satan  by uncovering the un ­
derlying principles tha t have inspired 
d ic ta to r s h ip s  a n d  a u th o r i ta r ia n is m  
through the ages.

Satan  would lead us to  believe that all 
w orsh ip  is good; tha t all fo rm s of religion 
a re  o f G od, shaded in various w ays, to  
m eet the varying tem peram en ts o f m en. 
Even the m ost prim itive fo rm s o f hea­
then w orship , it is o ften  taugh t, have 
their v irtues.

Jesus acknow ledged tha t there  are 
various w ays tha t m en m ay w orship 
H im , but notice H is conclusion ; "In  rain  
they  do w orsh ip  m e, teach ing  fo r doc­
trines the com m andm ents o f m e n .” 13

R evelation 13:4 reveals that m ulti­
tudes . thinking they  w ere w orshiping 
G od, actually  w orsh iped  Satan a t the 
false  shrine o f a co u n te rfe it system  of 
re lig io n : “ A nd  th e y  w o rs h ip e d  th e  
d ra g o n  w h ich  g a v e  p o w e r  u n to  th e  
b e a s t ."

A fu rth e r evil o f vain w orsh ip  o ften  is 
its in to lerance and  persecu tion  of those

w ho w ould choose  to  w orship  d ifferently  
from  the estab lished  form . Early in h is­
tory  w e observe  the opera tion  o f this 
principle. T w o religious m en, both w or­
shipers of G od, p resent them selves at 
the a ltar, each w ith his offering. Cain 
w orships accord ing  to  h is ow n view  o f 
how  the offering should be p resen ted . 
Abel follow s the revelation  g iven by 
G od. A bel’s hum ility and subm ission to 
the divine will found accep tance  w ith the 
L ord , " b u t fo r C ain and his offering he 
had no reg a rd .” 14 T hough C ain could  
find no justification  fo r h is adap ta tion  of 
divine revelation , he persisted  in his 
perversion  o f w orship  and estab lished  
the pattern  o f h isto ry : “ C ain said to  Abel 
his b ro th e r, ‘Let us go out to  the fie ld .’ 
And w hen they  w ere in the field, Cain 
rose up against his b ro ther A bel, and 
killed h im .”  15

Jesus spoke o f th is principle o f in to l­
erance  w hen He said, “ T hey shall put 
you ou t o f the synagogues: yea, the tim e 
com eth , that w hosoever killeth you will 
think tha t he doeth G od serv ice .” 16 

T he apostle  Paul acknow ledged  of his 
religious experience befo re  his co n v er­
sion: “ 1 verily thought w ith m yself, that 
I ought to  do m any things co n tra ry  to  the 
nam e of Jesus o f N azare th . W hich thing 
I also did in Jerusalem : and  m any o f the 
sain ts did I shut up in prison , having 
received au thority  from  the ch ief p riests ; 
and w hen they  w ere put to  d ea th , 1 gave 
my voice against them . And I punished 
them  oft in every  synagogue, and com ­
pelled them  to  b lasphem e; and being ex ­
ceedingly mad against them , I p e rse ­
cuted  them  even  unto  strange c it ie s ."  17 

It is S a tan ’s avow ed purpose  to  get 
men to  v iolate the eternal princip les o f 
righ teousness. W hat he cannot accom ­
plish o therw ise , he seeks to  achieve

through  fo rce  and ty ranny . It is his 
stra tegy  to  gain con tro l o f leade rs o f 
church  and sta te  and through them  to  
en fo rce  his will upon th e  m asses by 
th rea t, in tim idation , and  abuse.

T hose w ho firmly stand  true  to  p rin ­
ciple stir the dep th s o f the d rag o n 's  
w rath , and he se ts ou t to  ex te rm ina te  
them . So has it been through the c e n ­
tu ries. So shall it be in the rem nan t o f 
tim e. Says John , p resen ting  the church  
under the sym bolism  of a pure w om an, 
a s  sh e  is c o n s is te n t ly  p o r t r a y e d  in 
p rophecy: “ T he dragon  w as w ro th  w ith 
the w om an, and  w ent to  m ake w ar w ith 
the rem nant o f her seed , w hich keep  the 
com m andm ents o f G o d .” 18 □
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1 Revelation 5:6.
2 Revelation 5:13.
3 Revelation 1:1.
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6 Isaiah 14:12-14.
7 Revelation 12:7-9; see also Luke 10:18.
8 Ephesians 6:12, R.S.V.
9 H. G. Wells, Mind at the End o f Its 
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10 Luke 10:18.
11 2 Corinthians 11:14.
12 2 Corinthians 11:15.
13 Matthew 15:9.
14 Genesis 4:5. R.S.V.
15 Genesis 4:8, R.S.V.
18 John 16:2.
17 Acts 26:9-11.
18 Revelation 12:17.
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The Chosen People

Firm belief in the nation's 
divine mission was the 

conviction of many of our 
Founding Fathers.

W
hen the first sho t o f th e  A m eri­
can R evolu tion  w as fired at 
L exington, Sam uel A dam s exclaim ed: 

“ O h, w hat a glorious m orn ing!" T hen  he 
praised the L ord .

A dam s, like the co lon ists  w ho landed 
at P lym outh , sincerely  believed tha t th is 
new  land w as G o d ’s co un try  and  there  
was a divine m ission to  be accom plished. 
T he early  colonial se ttle rs w ere told tha t 
they  had been chosen  to  c rea te  a  m odel 
com m unity  fo r  all m ankind.

T hey listened a tten tive ly  to  the ir m in­
is te rs ’ w ords, and the flow o f spoken 
w ords m ade up am ply fo r the lack of 
published w orks. T hus the serm on be­
cam e th e  pe rfec t m edium  o f th e  m ind, 
m uch m ore d irect and  personal than  the 
w ritten  w ord.

S hortly , the m en o f G od developed 
w h a t w as c a lle d  th e  p la in  s ty le  o f 
p reach ing , stressing  the practical conse­
quence  o f dogm a instead o f the th eo re ti­
cal. A m in ister pointed  ou t to  his flock 
that Jesus did not beat around  the bush. 
“ H e lets fly poyn t b lan ck ,”  the pasto r 
exp lained .

F ro m  se v e ra l  a c c o u n ts ,  th e  e a r ly  
A m erican serm on w as m ore like a law ­
y e r ’s brief than a w ork o f art. It had a 
sta rting  point— a Bible tex t— supported  
by  reaso n s, and  it applied the doctrine

By M aurice Ross

fo r instructional pu rposes.
A c tu a lly ,  th e  c o m m u n ity  a n d  th e  

church  w ere one , and  the serm on w as 
the tie tha t bound  them . It was the ac ­
cep ted  expression  and the self-criticism  
of the group , a constan t declaration  of 
independence. T he m ost im pressive fea ­
ture o f a public even t w as usually the 
serm on.

By the tim e o f the R evolution firm 
belief in the n a tio n ’s divine m ission be­
cam e the political conviction  of m any 
Founding  F a thers. F rom  the pulpit cam e 
the w ords th a t A m erican independence 
had been G o d ’s w ish. At every  critical 
stage H e had sent valuable supplies and 
am m unition. Did not F rance and Spain 
get draw n in to  o u r fight and enable 
W ashington to  carry  on?

B u t th e  lo y a l is ts ,  to o . had  th e i r  
p reachers, and the ir m ost effective m e­
dium  w as the serm on also. T hey w ere 
ju s t as eager to  rid the coun try  of F rench  
troops as the patrio ts w ere to  b last the 
English off ou r shores.

“ W e will never yield to  the pim ps or 
the arm ies o f L o u is ,”  w as the loyalist 
w ar cry . T hey  re fe rred  to  L ouis XVI, the 
young king o f F rance .

“ H o w ,”  they asked , “ could G od­
fearing people w ho, not so long ago, had 
fought the effem inate , frog-eating gen­

try , explain an alliance w ith this natural 
enem y w ho w ould im pose popery  upon 
A m erica?”

The revo lu tionary  m in isters answ ered  
em phatically  in the ir serm ons th a t G od 
in H is infinite w isdom  had  d irec ted  the 
F rench to  com e to  ou r a id ; and  they , the 
patrio tic p reach ers , w ho lehearted ly  sup­
ported  this heavenly  d ispensation .

Q uite o ften  could be heard resounding 
in th e  h o u se  o f  G od  th e s e  w o rd s : 
“ C ursed he tha t keepeth  back  his sw ord 
from  b lood!”

A soldier w ro te , “ It w as a m ost just 
and holy w ar . . .  to  secure ourse lves and 
our posterity  the inestim able b lessings of 
lib e rty .”

In the h is to ry  of m ankind, the  A m eri­
can R evolution is unique. It w as led 200 
years ago by  a  small group  o f m en on a 
divine m ission. D aring and  tenac ious, 
they achieved their seem ingly im possible 
goal because they  firmly believed tha t 
G od w as on their side. □

M aurice R oss was p ro fessor o f  French al 
Purdue U niversity, W est L a faye tte , In ­
diana. at the tim e he wrote th is article.
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S IllS

OF TARES AND HERETICS
A  p a ra b le  from the lips of Jesus has 

strongly influenced the growth of religious freedom .

Ris a fro s ty  m orning of M ay in 
C oire, a P ro testan t village in the 
G risons, Sw itzerland. T he year is 1570. 

A bookseller under suspicion of heresy  
is b rought befo re  the  C ouncil.

“ W hat is you r n am e?”  asks th e  p re ­
siding officer gruffly.

“ G eorge F re ll, your g ra c e .”
“ M r. F re l l ,  w e  a re  in fo rm e d  y o u  

h av en ’t been  to  ch u rch  la te ly .”
“ N o, your g ra c e .”
“ W hy n o t? ”
“ M ethinks I will go hear the p reacher, 

if he p reaches accord ing  to  the W ord of 
G o d .”

“ M r. F re ll, w e unders tand  your chil­
d ren  have not been  b ap tiz ed .”

“ T h a t’s tru e , your g ra c e .”
“ Y ou know  th a t is a serious o ffen se .”  
(The air in the poorly  lit cham ber is 

tense .)

“ I beg your pardon , your g race , to  
declare tha t in my opinion the bap tism  of 
children  is no t essen tial to  sa lv a tio n .”  

T he counselo rs gasp in d ism ay. But 
none dare  to  p ronounce th e  fa te fu l w ord 
“ A n ab ap tis t.”

“ W hat books do  you sell in your li­
b ra ry ?”

“ B ooks tha t enlighten  the sp irit and 
lift the  soul. Is anything w rong about 
selling b o o k s?”

“ W rong . . . w ell, n o ,”  m utters the 
p residen t, “ bu t . . . w e a re  inform ed you 
h a v e  th e  d a m n e d  b o o k s  o f  M e n n o  
Sim ons and S ch w en k fe ld .”

“ R ight, your grace. B ut such books 
can harm  no o n e .”

T he C ouncil know s its d u ty , bu t it 
hesita tes. T here is such a tran sp a ren t 
sincerity  about this M r. F rell. S ervetus 
had been burned  to  death  in G eneva ju s t

By S. J . S chw antes

a few  years befo re , accused  o f heresy . 
A nd in hum anistic B asel, th e  body of 
D avid Jo ris  had been  exhum ed from  an 
a ris to c ra t’s tom b in th e  ch u rch  of Saint- 
L eonard  to  be bu rned  in a typ ical au­
todafé, a fte r  his identity  as an A nabap­
t i s t  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d .1 B u t th e  
consciences o f C hristian  people  are 
sm arting at th e  incongruities o f putting 
people to  dea th  in the nam e of religion.

Public sym pathy  is w ith M r. F rell. The 
C ouncil w ould grant him a delay , w ere it 
no t fo r the v icious a ttack  o f the local 
p reach er, T obi Egli. If the C ouncil re­
fuses im prisonm ent, he will p ress fo r

Siegfried Schw antes is professor o f  Old  
Testam ent history, D epartm ent o f  The­
ology, M ontem orelos U niversity, M onte- 
m orelos, M exico.
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banishm ent o f the here tic . T he e lo ­
quence o f Egli ca rries  th e  hesitan t m em ­
bers o f th e  C ouncil.

“ M r. F re ll, be it know n to  you, tha t 
since you re fu se  to  abandon  your e rro r, 
this C ouncil so lem nly  revokes your p e r­
mit to  live in C oire. You shall depart 
from  th is tow n  by tom orrow , so tha t 
your pestilential heresy  m ay not defile 
the religious hono r o f this m ost C hristian  
co m m un ity .”

H appily fo r F rell, ano ther p reach er in 
C oire, Jean  G an tner, w ho had im bibed 
the teachings o f the great hum anist Sé­
bastien  C astillion in the U n iversity  o f 
B asel, felt it his du ty  to  defend  Frell. 
T he deba te , w hich seem ed to  have ended 
w ith the d epartu re  of F rell, took  a  new  
turn  in the annual synod  of June , 1570. 
B ecause an ti-T rin itarian  doctrines w ere 
being p ropagated  by Italian  refugees, the 
zealous Egli conv inced  the synod and 
local au thorities to  publish a decree  d e ­
m anding that inhab itan ts o f the th ree 
coun ties o f the G risons choose betw een  
the C atholic and the R eform ed faith . 
S h o u ld  th e y  o p t f o r  th e  R e fo rm e d  
C hurch , they  m ust subm it to  the co n fes­
sion o f faith  o f the synod  o f C oire and 
renounce every  opinion su spected  of 
A nabaptism  o r A rianism .

C on trary  to  ex pec ta tion , the decree  
p rovoked w idespread p ro te sts  in C oire 
and elsew here. T he challenge to  reli­
gious freedom  in his parish  w as co u ra ­
geously taken  up by G an tner. O n O cto ­
ber 7, 1570 he p reached  a serm on based 
on th e  Parable o f the T ares (M atthew  
13), tha t he developed  in a m asterly  w ay, 
arguing fo r abso lu te  to lerance  o f reli­
gion. T o the zealous se rvan ts  indignant 
a t th e  p re s e n c e  o f  ta r e s  a m o n g  th e  
w heat, G an tner po in ted  o u t, the house­
ho lder replied: “  ‘ “ N o , lest in gathering 
th e  w eeds you roo t up the w heat along 
w ith them . L et both  grow  together until 
the  h a rv e s t’” ”  (M atthew  13:29, 30, 
R .S .V .).

T he effect o f th is serm on and o th ers , 
th rough  the w in ter, w as enorm ous. E ven 
the inquisitorial T obie Egli, w hose tes ti­
m ony is suspect, had to  adm it: “ M ost o f 
the listeners deceived  by a  fa lse  app ea r­
ance  o f m erciful charity , began to  d e ­
fend  the A nabaptists as true  sa in ts .”  To 
th is he b itterly  adds: In a little tim e “ he 
gained so well the spirit o f the sim ple 
tha t in tow n nobody dared  to  speak

against th e  h e re tic s .”  2 T he deba tes  w ere 
taken  up repeated ly  in the synod of 
C oire, bu t public opinion had so changed 
that T obie Egli and  the synod  w ere un ­
able to  ob tain  either the revocation  of 
G an tner o r the expulsion  o f the book­
seller Frell. Be it said to  the honor of 
Egli tha t w hen the plague raged in C oire 
in 1574, he d ied  rendering  service to  the 
sick and the dying.

T he parab le  o f the w heat and the 
ta re s , so ab ly  expounded  by the re ­
sourcefu l G an tn e r, becam e one o f the 
classic  tex ts  in th e  con troversies o f the 
R eform ation . In it the cham pions of re­
ligious to lera tion  found  a p riceless a rse ­
nal. Its sim ple tru th s  cu t their w ay to  the 
conscience  o f m en everyw here  until the  
principle o f to lera tion  gained recognition 
as one of m an ’s innate rights.

John  G an tner m ay have learned of the 
value of the parab le  from  the w ritings o f 
Sébastien  C astellion , a F rench  hum anist, 
w ho had accep ted  the reform ed teach ­
ings. A fter a  b rief stay  in G eneva, w here 
he w as principal o f the C ity C ollege, he 
m oved to  the m ore congenial B asel, 
w here he becam e p ro fesso r o f G reek at 
the un iversity  (1553).

E arlier, w hile eking ou t a m iserable 
ex is tence  as a p ro o fread er, C astellion 
published a transla tion  of the Bible in 
L atin . In the p re face , ded ica ted  to  the 
young king o f E ngland, E dw ard  V I, 
C astellion exp ressed  fo r the first tim e his 
ideas concern ing  to leration  tow ard  here­
tics. H e too  found  p rofound  argum ents 
fo r his thesis in the Parable o f the T ares:

“ Shall we be b lood th irsty  and m ur­
derers because  of the zeal we have fo r 
C hris t, who so  tha t the blood o f o thers 
be not shed , shed H is ow n? B ecause of 
zeal fo r C hris t, shall we roo t up the 
ta re s , w hen H e , in o rder tha t the w heat 
be not roo ted  up, o rdered  th a t the tares 
be left till the  harves t?  B ecause of zeal 
fo r C hrist, shall w e persecu te  o th ers , 
w hen H e com m anded  tha t if som eone 
sm ites our right cheek , we should offer 
to  him the left?  ”  3

The spirit o f persecu tion , says C aste l­
lion, is a  foolish p resum ption  on the part 
o f m an. Punishm ent belongs to  God:

“ L et us w ait fo r th e  sen tence of the 
ju s t Judge and let us bew are of con ­
dem ning o thers  . . . Let us obey  the just 
Judge, and leave the tares until the har­
vest . . . T he end of the w orld is not yet

com e, and we are  not angels, to  w hom  
this charge is co m m itted .”

The m ost im portan t book o f C astellion 
carries the title  Concerning H eretics, and 
was published in Basel in 1554. Am ong 
his au thorities C astellion quo ted  C onrad 
Pellican, p ro fesso r o f H ebrew  in Z urich , 
w ho had w ritten  a com m entary  on the 
N ew  T estam en t. In his exposition  of 
M atthew  13 Pellican had w ritten :

“ The servan ts w ho w ant to  ga ther the 
tares befo re tim e are  those  w ho esteem  
that the fa lse  apostles and  heretical 
teachers should  be punished  by the 
sw ord and by death . The househo lder 
does not w ant tha t they  be pu t to  d ea th , 
but he spares them  in the hope they  will 
m end and  be converted  from  tares into 
w heat. If they  do not m end, let them  be 
reserved  to  the ir judge w ho will punish 
th em .”  4

C aste llion ’s call fo r religious to le ra ­
tion d id n ’t fail to  draw  th underbo lts  from  
the tw o paragons of religious abso lu tism  
in G eneva: John  C alvin and T heodore  
B eza. The sam e year, 1554, B eza com ­
posed his rep lica , C oncerning the A u ­
thority o f  the M agistrate to  Punish H ere­
tics, published first in L atin  and a few  
years later in F rench . In it he thunders:

“ B ew are, bew are of th is fa lse  charity  
. . . w hich to  spare  I d o n ’t know  how  
m any w olves risks to  endanger the w hole 
flock of Je su s C hrist! K now , all ye 
faithful m agistra tes . . .  in o rd e r to  serve 
God w ell, w ho put the sw ord in your 
hand to keep the honor and glory o f H is 
m ajesty , strike valiantly w ith the sw ord 
fo r the safe ty  of the flock against all 
these m onsters disguised in m e n .” 5

In C oncerning H eretics, C astellion 
also  quo tes M artin  L u th e r’s com m ent on 
the parable of the  tares found  in his book 
Concerning the A u th o rity  o f  the M agis­
trate  (1523). From  the parab le , th e  G er­
m an refo rm er d raw s a lesson he him self 
forgot in the a fte rm ath  o f the P ea sa n t’s 
Revolt:

“ W e see by th is tex t the g rea t and 
enorm ous folly w hich we have p racticed  
till now , constrain ing  the T u rks to  em ­
brace the faith  by m eans of w ar, burning 
heretics and hoping to  convince the Jew s 
by fear o f dea th  and o th er in juries. 
D oing this, we w ant w ith all ou r might to 
root up the tares as if we w ere the ones 
having pow er over the hearts  and  spirits 
o f o thers to  m ake m en turn  to  ju s tice  and
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goo d n ess!”  6
T he sem inal influence o f  the P arab le  o f 

the T ares m ay be  a ttrib u ted  to  E rasm us 
h im self, the  prince of hum anists (1466- 
1536). In his polem ics w ith the reac tion ­
ary  N oel B eda, syndic of the facu lty  of 
theology o f P aris, and w ith the Spanish 
m onks w ho m asterm inded  the Inquisi­
tion , E rasm us finds no  b e tte r argum ents 
than  the ones th e  parab le  fu rn ished  h im .7

E rasm us w as acquain ted  w ith the m e­
dieval com m entaries on  this parable. 
Som e au tho rities  explained  th a t it was 
necessary  to  to le ra te  the ta res  until the 
C hurch  w as well estab lished , bu t then 
they  might be d estroyed . S t. T hom as 
A quinas believed th a t the ta res  might be 
roo ted  up if they  w ere so d is tinc t from  
the grain th a t there  w ould be no m istake. 
E rasm us answ ered  by saying tha t he 
d id n 't feel au thorized  to  in troduce into 
the sacred  tex t such w orldly exp lana­
tions. T o  him the teach ing  of the parable 
indicted  the Inquisition .

T he influence o f the parab le  spanned 
the w hole cen tu ry  of the R eform ation , 
an d  c e r ta in ly  in c l in e d  c o n s c ie n c e s  
tow ard  re sp ec t fo r religious convictions. 
B ut m any w ould still suffer im prison­
m ent o r exile, w hen not death  itself, 
befo re  divine light d issipated  the m iasm a 
of religious abso lu tism .

O n e  s u c h  v ic tim  w a s  B e rn a rd in o  
O chino , bom  in S ienna, Ita ly , in 1487. 
A ppointed  in 1538 G eneral of the O rder 
o f the C apuch ins, he becam e know n as 
the g rea test p reach er in Italy . Soon 
a fte r, he adhered  to  the R eform ation  and 
fled to  G eneva in 1542. H e m arried the 
follow ing year, and la ter lived in Zurich 
as the p asto r o f the P ro testan t refugees 
from  L ocarno . T here  in 1563 he pub­
lished his D ialogues, w hich won him the 
w rath  of the m ag istra tes. W ithout even 
giving him the benefit of a public audi­
ence , the S enate  o f Zurich  ordered  his 
ban ishm ent. He appealed , but the su b ­
sequent inquest only revealed  m ore 
clearly  his dogm atic  erro rs.

In m idw inter, O chino w as an expa tri­
a te . He w ent to  B asel, but Basel refused  
asylum . A fter a stay  in G erm any , he 
tried Poland, soon to  becom e the refuge 
o f m any Italian  nonconform ists. But Po­
land , too , closed the door. A fter seeing 
his five child ren  die o f the plague, he 
him self fell v ictim  to  it early  in 1565, in 
the A nabaptist co lony  of A usterlitz  in

M oravia.
O ch ino ’s view s on religious to leration  

w ere set fo rth  in D ialogue 28. The im ag­
inary dialogue takes place betw een Pius 
IV , th e  ru lin g  p o p e , a n d  C a rd in a l 
M orone, w ho is supposed to  defend  the 
case fo r to leration . He considers th ree 
cases o f heresy  in o rder o f gravity . The 
first concerns e rro r on a point o f doctrine 
not essential to salvation . Such erro r 
d o esn ’t deserve  death  in any w ay. The 
second  case  co n cern s the heretic  who 
errs by im prudence on points essen tia l to 
salvation . Such a m an should be enlight­
ened , not killed:

“ H eresy  is a  spiritual thing, it cannot 
be ex tirpa ted  from  the soul neither by 
scalpels, nor by sw ords, not even  by 
fire, bu t only by the W ord of G od. T his 
d issipates all the darkness o f e rro r, once 
it has enlightened the spirit. T h a t 's  w hy 
Saint Paul says: ‘The w eapons of our 
w arfare  are  not w orld ly’ (2 C orin th ians 
10:4, R .S .V .) .”

The th ird  case  is o f the here tic  w ho 
know ingly denies a tru th  essen tia l to 
salvation . He should not be burned  ei­
ther, since no one can read  the heart.

C a rd in a l M o ro n e : “ W h a t c a n  w e 
know  about m an’s inner d isposition?”  

Pius IV: “ W e certain ly  can judge him 
by his dead f ru its .”

C ardinal M orone: “ But w h ich ?”
Pius IV: “ B lasphem y, idolatry . The 

law of M oses dem ands tha t such be put 
to  d e a th .”

C ardinal M orone: “ W e are  not obli­
gated to  follow  all s tric tu res of the laws 
of M oses. M any such laws perta ined  
only to  the th e o c ra c y .”

C ardinal M orone, the spokesm an fo r 
O chino, review s all Biblical tex ts  tha t 
C astellion had so ably argued in his d e ­
fense  of heretics: the parab le  o f the 
ta re s; the answ er of C hrist to  the sons o f 
Z ebedee: “ Y e know  not w hat m anner o f 
spirit ye are  o f”  (L uke 9:55); the answ er 
of Gam aliel to  the Jew s: “ K eep aw ay 
from  these m en and let them  a lo n e”  
(A cts 5:38, R .S .V .); P au l’s answ er to  
T itus concern ing  a  heretic : “ H ave n o th ­
ing m ore to  do w ith h im ”  (T itus 3:10, 
R .S .V .). M ay the m agistrate reserve  the 
sw o rd , c o n c lu d e s  M o ro n e , fo r  th e  
crim es of com m on law .8

But such tru th s  echoed faintly  in m ost 
16th-century hearts . A few  m ore here tics 
had to  die, a few  m ore fires had to  burn

to  illum inate the conscience . A gen e ra ­
tion la te r, in the N ew  W orld , R oger W il­
liam s used the Parable of the T ares to  
m ake an e loquent appeal fo r freedom  of 
conscience . H e took  the lesson o f the 
parab le  beyond  C aste llio n 's  app lica tion , 
and even  beyond  his con tem poraries.

W hereas W illiam s’ ch ie f an tagon ist, 
John  C o tton , the puritan  m in ister of 
N ew  E ngland , saw  in the ta res  the hyp­
oc rite s  tha t one should to le ra te  in the 
C hurch , R oger W illiam s saw  in them  the 
here tics and non-C hristians w hich one 
should leave in peace in the w orld , even 
though they  might be excluded  from  the 
C hurch . And w hereas fo r John  C o tton  
“ the fie ld" in the parable designates the 
C hurch , fo r R oger W illiam s th is “ field ” 
designates the w orld. C o tton , a  partisan  
o f chu rch -sta te  union, w ants hypocrites 
to  be to le ra ted , but here tics he w ould 
leave to  the S tate  to  punish. R oger W il­
liam s, on the co n tra ry , advoca tes the 
excom m unication  of hypocrites and her­
e tics to  keep  the church  pure, bu t ex- 
c o m m u n ic a t io n , he h o ld s , d o e s  no t 
touch  the civil life .9

It w as the v iew point o f R oger W il­
liams tha t trium phed  in A m erica. Still to  
our ea rs ring the w ords o f ou r L ord  in 
the Parab le  o f the T ares: “ L et both  grow  
together until the h a rv e s t" — good and 
bad , sain ts and  heretics . T his m asterly  
sta tem en t con tained  the seed o f religious 
to leration  w hich , in the fertile  soil o f the 
N ew  W orld, germ inated  and produced  in 
due season the b lessed harves t o f reli­
gious freedom . □
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(C ontinued fro m  page 19)

som e success . L a te r , B arrue l’s w ork 
was a lso  published  in A m erica, abridged , 
but because  the fu ro r w as abating  by 
then , it seem s not to  have sold well. By 
the end o f 1798 the violent and  sarcastic  
R epublican co u n te ra ttack  w as having its 
effect, and  the accusation  tha t M orse 
and friends w ere using the pulpit fo r 
political pu rposes w as especially  dam ag­
ing. Furious, but unable to  supply  sp e ­
cifics. M orse saw  his cam paign fizzle out 
in early  1799.22

The elec tion  o f 1800 w as fought w ith 
m em orable b itte rn ess , w inding up in the 
H ouse of R epresen ta tives w here it took 
35 ballo ts befo re  Jefferson  could be d e ­
clared e lec ted . H appily , religion and 
civil governm ent both  surv ived . M orse, 
D w ight, and their C ongregationalist 
friends might have conso led  them selves 
had they  realized  th a t the M assachusetts  
union o f church  and s ta te  still had 35 
years to  go, even  w ith all the  infidel 
consp iracies one might im agine. F ree ­
m a s o n s , s tu n g  b y  th e  c a lu m n ie s  o f  
M orse 's  g roup , hurried  to  dem onstra te  
their patrio tism  by alm ost exaggerated  
visibility at B ro ther W ashing ton’s fu ­
neral in 1799. A C onnecticu t Jefferson ­
ian said in 1800: “ R obison and Barruel 
can  deceive us no m ore. T he 17 soph is­
tical w ork-shops o f S atan  have never 
been found: not one illum inatus m ajo r or 
m inor has been  d iscovered  in A m er-

III
Period ically , since 1800, the legend 

o f a superconsp iracy  has been  called 
into service in A m erican po litics.24 The 

anti-M asonic m ovem ents a fte r 1827 saw  
R obison and Barruel in use again. T his 
tim e it w as no t a E uropean  revo lu tionary  
plot as m uch as egalitarianism  pro testing  
a secre t fra te rn ity  of the w ealthy  and the 
elite . N o doubt M asons did favo r their 
lodge b ro thers in business o r politics, as 
th o s e  w ith  co m m o n  in te r e s t s  h av e  
a lw ays done, but it w as resen ted  as un­
d em ocratic  at a tim e w hen universal 
suffrage w as com ing in. (Phi B eta K appa

w as a lso  a ttacked  as a “ sec re t”  society .) 
D efeat o f  Sunday  law  fo rces  in the 1835 
effort to  end Sunday mail serv ice w as 
charged to  M asonic m achinations. H is 
enem ies claim ed tha t P resident A ndrew  
Jack so n , a M ason, w as presum ably  both 
a deist and a  sab b a th b reak e r.25 Anti- 
M asonism  w as but the first o f num erous 
m uta tions of the Illum inati s to ry .26

From  then  to  the Civil W ar, C atholics 
and M orm ons took the b run t o f consp ir­
acy accusa tions . C atholic im m igration 
w as becom ing heavy (and Irish), and 
M orm on practices such as polygam y 
w ere resen ted  too . Sam uel F. B. M orse, 
son o f Jedidiah  and inven to r o f the te le ­
graph , w as ac tive  in these  battles. W ith 
no  in te n t io n a l  h u m o r , he  id e n tif ie d  
H apsburg  A ustria as paym aster and 
m anager o f  the C atholic consp iracy  in 
the U .S .A . Both slave and an tislavery  
g roups, in the in tensity  o f their feelings 
at this tim e, also  tended  to  see the o ther 
as run  by a consp iracy  and each placed 
the h eadquarte rs  o f the o th e r’s plot in 
L ondon .27

N ativ ism  and consp iracy  theories re­
cu rred  a t in tervals a fte r  the Civil W ar, 
again the usual ta rgets being C atholics, 
M asons, and  M orm ons. T he Illum inati 
legend reappeared , once again as a  rev ­
o lu tionary  consp iracy , though this tim e 
the ch ief w as identified as the M asonic 
leader in the U .S . “ G en era l”  A lbert Pike 
(1809-1891) in fact did reorganize the 
Scottish  Rite in the Southern  Jurisdiction  
a fte r the Civil W ar. H e w as alleged to  be 
plotting w ith socialist revolu tionaries in 
E u rope .28

The Last Group Off the Boat. Radical 
theo ries gained a new  elem ent a fte r 1870 
w ith the increase o f Jew ish  im m igration 
to the U nited  S ta te s .29 (The last racial o r 
religious group  off the boat alw ays seem s 
to  have a ttrac ted  the m ost in tense susp i­
cion from  the nativ ists.) In com plete 
d isregard  o f the behavior o f Jesu its  and 
M asons in the church-sta te  ba ttles then 
raging in F rance , G erm any , and Italy , 
they  w ere lum ped together as cocon­
sp irato rs.

By the 1890’s, fea rs o f anarch ism  and 
socialism  m ingled w ith anti-Sem itism , 
endem ic in C hristian  E urope and high 
just then in R ussia, F rance , and Ro­

m ania. A m erican populists and radicals 
feared  the m oney lords and m onopolists 
and thus ex trem ists o f right and left 
could join in at least som e of their sus­
picions. C onsp iracy  devo tees in the 
anything-but-gay n ineties had an infinite 
varie ty  of com binations and perm u ta­
tions o f new  and old theo ries  to  w ork 
w ith . C a th o l ic s  w e re  ta r g e ts  o f  th e  
A m erican P ro tec tive  A ssociation  in the 
U nited S ta tes , bu t w ere them selves 
e q u a lly  c re d u lo u s  a b o u t c o n s p ira c y  
charges against F reem asons in E urope.

T he R ussian R evolution revived con ­
spiracy theories a fte r W orld W ar I. O ne 
could now  bring together in one consp ir­
acy m odel sin ister w ealth , Jew s, and 
revolution— R othschilds and  B olshe­
viks. T hrough the 1930’s, connecting  
Jew s and  R evolution becam e a  F ascist 
s tap le .30 The them e of p lotting Jew s w as 
traced  through m edieval cabalistic  “ w is­
d o m ”  and M asonic sym bolism  to the 
m edieval T em plars, alleged enem ies o f 
A ltar and T hrone. N one of this w as new , 
but it w as perhaps “ new  light”  to  learn 
that the Illum inati arranged  the crucifix­
ion o f C hrist and they  w ere the ones to  
w hom  H e w as referring  w hen H e said , 
"B y  their fru its  ye shall know  th e m .” 31

Today’s Conspiracy. The presen t public­
ity fo r the Illum inati da tes from  the 
1950’s, w hen the them e w as revived  and 
revised  as part o f the consp iracy  model 
favored  by the John  B irch Society . 
C atholic, M asonic, and Jew ish  com po­
nents have been d ropped  o r m uted and 
the com bo o f revo lu tion ists and world 
financiers rem ains. T o d ay ’s consp iracy  
is seen as a  survival o f the Illum inati and 
asse rts  a d irect line of descen t from  
W e is h a u p t th ro u g h  M a rx ism  to  th e  
W estern  financiers, w ho o rch es tra te  the 
entire w orld scene, including the internal 
and external affairs o f both  E astern  and 
E astern  bloc pow ers. T h erefo re , nations 
only appear  to  be opposing each  o th er in 
the con fron ta tions o f the past th irty  
years. In recen t w riting, the term  “ Illu­
m inati”  is not m uch used : Insiders, Bil- 
derbergers, T rila teral C om m ission , or 
the Council on Foreign R elations do the 
tasks that used  to  be cred ited  to  Illum in­
ati, and are  identified as the puppetm as- 
te rs w ho lead the consp iracy  today.
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It is cu rious bu t p robably  should not 
be surprising  tha t som e consp iracy  view s 
from  the left also  pinpoint the sam e vil­
lains; and bo th  right and  left probably  
d rink , in a sense , from  the sam e populist 
well. Both asse rt tha t a concen tra tion  of 
in tellect and finance on the E aste rn  sea­
board , w hat the B ritish w ould term  the 
“ old b o y ”  n e tw ork , dom inates high- 
level governm en t and finance.32

In-circulation  cu rren tly  is at least one 
o th er Illum inati varian t, dipping back 
into the anti-M asonic and anti-C atholic 
lore o f the n ineteen th  cen tu ry  and tying 
it in w ith the occult fad . O ne m eets in 
this particu lar set o f taped  lec tu res all 
the spooky garbage of y este ryear, and 
one sadly m urm urs w ith Solom on (al­
leged inven to r o f the occult sym bolism ): 
“ T here  is nothing new  under the su n .”  
Plus ça change, plus de m êm e chose.

IV
Wwe consider the du rab le  Illum i­

nati legend as a “ case  s tu d y ,”  we 
can see that a m ajor problem  is in the use 

of h istorical m aterials. All assertions are 
not o f equal w eight. A m élange o f tru th  
and e rro r, c lo thed  in ostensib ly  scholarly  
ap p ara tu s o f  the fo o tn o te , may be sw al­
low ed w ithout question  fo r tw o rea­
sons— it fits the presuppositions of the 
“ re se a rc h e r”  an d , second , the nature  o f 
h istorical investigation  is not properly 
understood .

Foo tno tes m ay be ev er so accu ra te  in 
the sense they  co rrec tly  quote a s ta te ­
m ent, but the sta tem en t itself m ay be 
w orth less as proof. A quote  m ust be 
checked ; first, to  see if it was ever said at 
all, and , if said , in w hat context. W hat 
else w as said? Did the speaker o r w riter 
m ean w hat he is now  rep resen ted  as 
m eaning? Is his testim ony cred ib le? In 
o th e r  w o rd s , c r i t i c a l  e v a lu a t io n  o f  
sources is essen tia l to  com e even close 
to  h istorical verity . T he flat assertions 
tha t “ scholars have fo u n d ,”  “ everyone 
k n o w s,”  o r “ I have in my hand a docu ­
m e n t,”  are beneath  con tem pt as ev i­
dence . They rank  w ith the m ysterious

book only the charlatan  w ho is speaking 
has had access to and will now  tell you 
a b o u t!

A characteristic  tha t recu rs  in m ost 
expositions o f consp iracy  theories is the 
m eticulous and plodding devotion  to 
“ f a c ts ,"  usually , today , in a p lethora of 
fo o tn o tes , o r the use in extenso  o f a 
d o c u m e n t ,  re a l o r  im a g in a ry . T h e n  
com es the  leap o f fa ith , the fan tastic  
jum p from  specifics to  a conclusion  that 
show s little connection  w ith the alleged 
supporting  “ fa c ts .”  R elen tless logic, 
h e a v y  w ith  c i ta t io n s ,  ju m p s  to  th e  
b rea th tak ing  non sequitur. T o reduce 
painful, com plex developm ents to  sim ­
ple explanations, ignoring all the play 
and coun terp lay  of hum an ac tiv ity  and 
the com plexities of hum an social behav­
ior, is an irresistib le tem pta tion  to  those 
fru stra ted  by the d irection  in w hich h is­
to ry 's  cu rren ts  seem  to  be running.

Of M yths and Legends. It is hard  w ork to  
unravel som e m yths and legends. T hey 
have been around  a long tim e; they 
overlap  each o ther in the th ickets of 
cultism ; they  have been w onderfully  
adap ted  to  serve som eone’s special th e­
sis. H istorical research , properly  so 
called, is not ransacking the historical 
grab bag. T he a priori m ethod o ften  goes 
w ith tunnel vision, sim ply tuning out 
com plexities o r conflicting data . It is not 
research— a m uch abused  and loosely 
used term — but a dangerous perversion  
of scholarship , doubly so because  not 
only is the credulous aud ience taken  in 
b u t p ro b a b ly  th e  e n th u s ia s t ic  “ r e ­
sea rch e r”  him self.

Few  historical phenom ena are  m ore 
com plex than the building up o f a revo ­
lutionary m ovem ent, w hether political or 
religious. To blam e it on a single group 
o f consp ira to rs , even if they had the 
longevity and cleverness claim ed for 
them , w ould be an ex trem e case  o f re- 
ductionism — reducing a com plicated  sit­
uation to a single exp lana tion  o r cause . 
T he ex trem e of this view  is tha t ev ery ­
thing happening in the neighborhood , the 
nation , o r the w orld is m anipulated  by 
“ th em ”  in a kind of puppet show . T hose 
w ho see h istory  as sim ply consp iracy  
ignore experience w ith real people and 
situations and see the w orld in ap o ca­

lyp tic-confron ta tion  term s. S ince their 
total good is never ach ievab le , they  see 
total evil as having its w ay and paranoia  
and fru s tra tio n  are  necessarily  height­
ened.

L. B. N am ier once said tha t “ the 
crow ning a tta inm en t o f h istorical s tu d y ”  
is to  ach ieve  “ an in tu itive sense o f how  
things do not h a p p en .”  It is precisely  
th is kind of aw areness tha t the paranoid  
fails to  develop . He has a  special re s is t­
ance of his ow n, o f co u rse , to  such 
aw areness, but c ircum stances o ften  d e ­
prive him of exposu re  to  ev en ts  tha t 
might enlighten him . W e are  all sufferers 
from  h is to ry , but the paranoid  is a d o u ­
ble su fferer, since he is afflicted not only 
by the real w orld w ith the rest o f us but 
by his fan tasie s , as w ell.33

C onspiracies are freq u en t and  som e 
are  im portan t. C hris tians, o f co u rse , 
w ould see the satan ic  rebellion against 
the d iv ine o rder o f the universe  as the 
suprem e consp iracy , but that is hardly  
the sam e as having a single hum an  fron t 
organization  to  coo rd inate  all the  w orld ’s 
com plex ities. The w icked trouble  the 
righ teous, to  be su re ; but the w icked 
d o n ’t get on too  well w ith one ano ther 
e ither. (Sin is essen tia lly  confusion  and 
c ro ss-pu rposes, a fte r all.) T he belief that 
there  is a hum an in tegrating  cabal, las t­
ing through cen tu ries and w ith supernal 
sk ill an d  s u c c e s s ,  m a n ip u la t in g  all 
m ovem ents, governm en ts, and im por­
tan t indiv iduals, leaves h isto ry  behind 
and m oves into fan tasy . T o  assum e that 
convergent pu rposes o r m om entary  co l­
laboration  against a com m on foe p roves 
cen tral d irection  o r identical goals, that 
acc iden t and hum an choice a re  m ean ­
ingless, ignores experience . W e have a 
responsib ility  as c itizens to  th ink c learly , 
even  in an age o f increasing irrationality . 
W ith som e understand ing  o f hum an b e ­
havior, with a care  fo r the quality  o f 
inform ation we accep t, we will not buy 
these fa rfe tched  concep ts  but will re c ­
ognize them  as recu rren t ex p ressions o f 
pessim ism  reflecting the fears and needs 
o f insecure people in troubled  tim es. □

(References on fo llow ing  page)
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complot illuministe et les origines du roman- 
tisme politique en Allemagne," Revue His- 
torique, vol. 226, (October-December, 1961), 
pp. 313-338.

6 Palmer notes that the rather helter- 
skelter French revolutionary government 
lacked any international propaganda agency 
and was frequently nonplused when con­
fronted with foreign sympathizers wishing to 
assist. Furthermore, Jacobins were every bit 
as paranoid as their opponents, suspecting 
plots engineered with “ Pitt’s gold.”

7 Droz, op. cit., pp. 318-321, 329-333, 336. 
Both G erm an P ro testan ts  and C atholics 
viewed the recent dissolution of the Jesuit 
Order as “ a catastrophe for Europe,” open­
ing the way for Satan to corrupt mankind with 
“ insensate” ideas such as liberty and equality 
and the “cancer of freedom of the press.” 
The supreme need then was to preserve the 
Catholic church. Some pietists did, however, 
suspect Jesuits and Masons of working to­
gether, though the Jesuits had been assailing 
Masons for years for advocating religious 
toleration which would be a first step toward 
destroying religion altogether. Conservatives 
in both confessions came to feel they must

cooperate against liberal ideas.
8 Palmer, op. cit., vol. 2, pp. 53, 54. The 

literature is voluminous and almost none of it 
is in English. Counting the pamphlets, it runs 
to hundreds of titles. Bibliographies are found 
in Droz and Stauffer.

9 Droz, op. cit., pp. 316-319.
10 Ibid., pp. 313, 314.
11 Augustin Barruel, Memoires pour servir 

a I’Histoire du Jacobisme, 4 vols. (The title 
varies slightly with each edition.) When the 
Society of Jesus was revived in 1814, Barruel 
rejoined. A more significant critic of revolu­
tionary ideas was Joseph de Maistre, who 
pointed out that no society could exist with 
liberty for private persons to criticize or to 
exercise such aberrations as “ reason.” In 
consequence, Catholicism has to be the ce­
ment that holds society together (Palmer, op. 
cit., vol. 2, p. 251).

12 Palmer, op. cit., vol. 2, pp. 251-255; 
Droz, op. cit.. p. 315.

13 John Robison, Proofs of a Conspiracy 
against all the Religions and Governments of 
Europe, carried on in the Secret Meetings of 
the Free Masons, Illuminati, and Reading So­
cieties (London: 1797). (Reissued by Western 
Isles (publishers) in 1967 with new preface.) 
According to John Reeves (c. 1793) in his 
Thoughts on the English Government Ad­
dressed to the Quiet Good Sense of the People 
o f England, the Protestant Reformation and 
the French Revolution were the twin sources 
of evil in modern times (Palmer, op. cit., vol. 
2, p. 488).

14 Stauffer, op. cit., p. 208; Richard Hof- 
stadter, The Paranoid Style in American Poli­
tics and Other Essays (New York: 1967), p.
11.

15 Such names as Goethe, Herder, and 
Pestalozzi have been mentioned. Perhaps a 
closer tie would be Maximilian Montgelas 
(1759-1838), chief administrator of Bavaria 
through the Napoleonic era till his dismissal in 
1817. He helped create the modern secular 
Bavarian kingdom and laid a notably heavy 
hand on the Roman church and its property. 
However, this would be the attitude of most 
German bureaucrats of the Enlightenment 
and it is hard to credit it exclusively to his 
membership in the Illuminati at the age of 25. 
“ Montgelas,” Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th 
ed. (1910) XVIII:782-83.

16 Palmer, op. cit., vol. 2, pp. 53, 54.
17 Stauffer, op. cit., pp. 99-101. The New 

England Illuminati episode is covered by 
Stauffer, pages 229-360. With growing Prot­
estant sympathy for persecuted Roman Cath­
olics, some expositors shifted the identity of 
the Beast in Revelation from the Papacy to 
the French revolutionary government. (See 
also Garrett, op. cit., pp. 164-168 and 174 on

applications of the prophecies on 666 and the 
1,260-day period.) Morse’s enemies noted 
with malign glee how sympathetic Puritan 
clergy had become toward their one-time tar­
get, the Roman Church, now persecuted in 
France. Wrote one contemporary “ poet” :

Of late the pulpits roar’d like thunder
To bring the Whore of Bab’lon under;
But now she’s down, the tone is turn’d,
And the old W hore is sadly m ourn’d.

(Stauffer, op. cit., p. 282)
18 Palmer, op. cit., vol. 2, p. 543.
19 Stauffer, op. cit., p. 250.
20 Ibid., p. 273.
21 Ibid., p. 283.
22 Ibid.. pp. 275ff.
23 Ibid., p. 356.
24 Hofstadter, op. cit., pp. 3-40. An excel­

lent short survey of conspiratorial aspects of 
American political history is in Seymour M. 
Lipset and Earl Raab, The Politics of Unrea­
son: Right-wing Extremism in America, 1790- 
1970 (New York: 1970), pp. 34-282.

25 Lipset and Raab, op. cit., pp. 14, 35ff, 
78.

26 Hofstadter, op. cit., pp. 14-18.
27 Ibid., pp. 19-23; David Brion Davis, The 

Slave Power Conspiracy and the Paranoid 
Style (Baton Rouge: 1969).

28 Reputed a man of vast erudition, he 
developed his own version of rites for 33d 
degree Masons and died before he completed 
his massive Morals and Dogma. (Dictionnaire 
Universel de la Franc-Maçonnerie (Paris: 
1974). 11:1012.) French anti-Masonic legend 
identified him as head of a sect of satanism 
whose world headquarters was in Charleston, 
South Carolina. Why Charleston? It is close to 
the 33° parallel N. Latitude, of course! (Léon 
Meurin, S.J., Archbishop of Saint-Louis, La 
Franc-M açonnerie, synogogue de Satan  
(Paris: 1893), pp. 456-59.) In fact, Pike resided 
in Washington, D.C.

29 Lipset and Raab, op. cit., pp. 254-55, 
281-83.

30 Ibid., pp. 161ff. Among those who could 
be mentioned were Gerald Winrod, Father 
Coughlin, and Guy Carr.

31 Ibid., pp. 258ff. Along with the Jews, 
Masons were a special bugbear for the 
Nazis—both were accused of being unpatri­
otic internationalists.

32 Without wishing to equate the scholarship 
demonstrated on right or left, it is interesting 
that the left conspiracy view frequently finds 
the same type of target, the “ malefactors of 
great wealth,” which in recent years would be 
the multinational corporation with its malefi­
cent control of world economies. See for 
example Ross Barnet, Roots o f War (1973).

33 Hofstadter, op. cit., p. 40.
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IR S  R ev ises T ax  E xem p tion  P lan  
In volv in g  P rivate Sch ools

W A S H IN G T O N , D .C .— T he Internal 
R evenue Serv ice has proposed  revised 
guidelines governing tax  exem ption of 
p rivate  and  relig ion-related  elem entary  
and secondary  schools on the basis o f 
racial nondiscrim ination .

But w hile a R om an C atholic official 
called  it “ a substan tia l im provem en t” 
over the initial proposal announced  in 
A ugust, a B aptist execu tive  said it fails 
to  " re so lv e  a fundam ental F irst A m end­
m ent is su e .”

T he p roposed  rev ised  In ternal R eve­
nue p rocedu re , re leased  on February  9 
“ a fte r  considering  public co m m en ts”  to  
th e  in itia l p ro p o s a l ,  “ g iv e s  g re a te r  
w eight to  each sch o o l’s particu lar c ir­
cum stances than  did the earlier proposal 
in determ ining w hether a  school is ra ­
cially d isc rim ina to ry”  in studen t enro ll­
m ent, an IRS spokesm an said.

T he revised  p rocedu re  “ se ts forth  
standards to  be applied  to  tw o categories 
of p riva te  elem en tary  and secondary  
schools: those  that have been held by a 
cou rt o r governm ent agency to  be ra­
c ia l ly  d is c r im in a to ry  ( ‘a d ju d ic a te d  
sch o o ls '); and those w hose form ation or 
expansion  is re lated  to  public school d e ­
segregation  in the com m unity  served by 
the school, and (that] do not have signif-

* i

LANCASTER COUNTY, Pa.— Amish 
youngsters watch the world go by from 
the back of their parents’ horse-drawn 
carriage during a Sunday drive. In strik­
ing contrast is the more modern convey­
ance at left.

icant m inority  studen ts enro llm ent ( ‘re- 
view able sch o o ls’) ,”  the spokesm an 
said.

“ U nder the new  p ro p o sa l,”  he said, 
“ a school fo rm ed o r substan tially  ex ­
panded at the tim e of public school de­
segregation will be classified as ‘review - 
ab le ’ if it has an insignificant m inority  
enro llm ent and its fo rm ation  or ex p an ­
sion is related  in fac t to  public school 
desegregation  in the com m unity . . . .

“ A school classified as ‘rev iew ab le’ 
will be considered  racially  d iscrim ina­
tory  unless it has undertaken  ac tions and 
program s reasonab ly  designed to  a ttra c t 
m in o r ity  s tu d e n ts  o n  a c o n tin u in g  
b a s is .”

“ U nlike the earlie r p ro p o sa l,”  the IRS 
spokesm an con tinued , “ the new  p roce­
d u re  d o e s  n o t r e q u ire  a m in im u m  
num ber o f specified ac tions to  be taken  
in every  case. R ather, it prov ides g rea ter 
flexibility fo r a  school to  show  tha t it is 
operating  on a racially  nondiscrim ina- 
to ry  b a s is .”

G eorge Reed, general counsel fo r the 
U .S . C atholic C on ference , in asserting  
that the p roposed revised p rocedure is 
“ a substantial im provem en t"  over the 
initial p roposal, said it “ dem onstra tes  a 
degree of flexib ility .”

“ T he im provem ent reflects the input 
from  the fie ld ,”  he said , “ and suggests 
that w henever the In ternal R evenue 
Service con tem pla tes the issuance o f a 
ruling adversely  affecting the tax-exem pt 
s ta tus o f a 501 (c) (3) (private , nonprofit) 
o rganization , it should , as a m atte r o f 
policy, provide the field w ith the op p o r­
tunity  fo r co m m en t.”

Dr. Jam es W ood, execu tive  d irec to r 
o f the B aptist Jo in t C om m ittee on Public 
A ffa irs , sa id  th e  p ro p o s e d  re v is io n  
“ does not reso lve the fundam ental issue 
we raised at the D ecem ber hearing— 
conducted  by the IRS on the initial p ro ­
posal— nam ely , the ju risd iction  o f the 
IRS over studen t enrollm ent in schools 
operated  by churches and synagogues 
fo r their ow n m em b ers.”

“ D oes the governm ent have the right 
to  tell such schools tha t it should have 
any voice in the enrollm ent in schools 
established to  serve their ow n religious 
com m unity? O ur answ er is N o ,”  Dr. 
W ood said.

“ T he point here is not racial d iscrim i­
nation or rac ism ,” he said, because en ­

rollm ent in religiously o p era ted  schools 
is generally  based  on the “ m em bership  
p a tte rn ”  o f th e  supporting  ch u rch , syn ­
agogue, o r m osque.

A lso, the B aptist official a sse rted , the 
IR S , in an effort to  be concilia to ry , p ro ­
poses in the revised  revenue procedures 
to  give “ p referen tia l trea tm en t to  certa in  
types o f church  schoo ls, such as C ath o ­
lic and A m ish .”

T his am oun ts to  “ discrim ination  by 
the IR S ”  in fav o r o f such  schools, since 
they  are  singled out to  the exclusion  of 
o th e rs , Dr. W ood said. “ T he law  m ust 
be nondiscrim inatory  in all g roups, not 
ju s t C atholic and  A m ish ,”  he said.

R O C H E ST E R , N .Y .— R ochester and  
Buffalo school students march in support 
of constitutionally lawful use of the Bible 
in New York schools. The Baptist group, 
led by Home Missionary Byron Lutz, 
hopes to regain use of schoolrooms to 
conduct volunteer Bible classes after 
school hours.
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R elig iou s M eals on W heels H eld  
T h reaten ed  by C on gress Bill

W A S H IN G T O N , D .C .— T he M eals 
on W heels program s, m ost o f w hich are 
opera ted  by local chu rches and syna­
gogues th roughou t the co u n try , could  be 
th rea tened  by legislation recen tly  passed  
by C ongress , accord ing  to  a public in­
te rest study group.

T w o  p e r s o n s  w o rk in g  in o r  w ith  
chu rch-opera ted  program s here agree 
there is reason  fo r concern  if the C arte r 
A dm inistration  pushes fo r m oney to  
fund the legislation.

T he A m erican E n terp rise  Institu te  for 
Public Policy R esearch , an independen t, 
publicly supported  educational and  re ­
search  organization  based here , has re­
le a s e d  a s tu d y  t i t le d  “ F e d e ra l iz in g  
M eals-on-W heels: Private S ecto r L oss 
or G ain ?”  w ritten  by M ichael B alzano, 
fo rm er head o f A C TIO N  and cu rren tly  
an A EI residen t fellow .

In the 41-page study , Mr. B alzano 
argues tha t existing local g rassro o ts  o r­
ganiza tions already  possess the capab il­
ity fo r adm inistering  M eals on W heels 
p ro g ra m s  on  a n o n p ro f it ,  v o lu n ta ry  
basis, w ithout governm ental involve­
m ent.

"T h e  federal go v e rn m en t's  dup lica­
tion of the M eals on W heels program  
could constitu te  a th rea t to  o th er non­
profit o rgan iza tions, large o r sm all, 
w hich might one day find a federal com ­
petition delivering social serv ices they  
now p e rfo rm ."

Pasto r Joseph  F razier, p residen t o f the 
D istrict o f C olum bia C ouncil o f M eals 
on W heels, says his organization  can 
feed  25 people fo r a w eek fo r $375. T ax ­
payers would have to  pay $1,500 fo r the 
governm ent to  feed  the sam e 25 people 
fo r a w eek , he said.

Neil S co tt, w ho has been active in 
church  and synagogue-affiliated and 
o th e r  p r iv a te ly  o p e ra te d  M ea ls  on  
W heels program s fo r eight years , said 
congressional legislation w ould “ destroy  
the religious aspect o f M eals on W heels 
a n d  w e a k e n  v o l u n t a r i s m  in  t h i s  
c o u n try .”

Specifically, the legislation am ends the 
O lder A m ericans Act to  c rea te  a federal 
M eals on W heels program  to  prov ide a 
ho t, hom e-delivered meal fo r e lderly  
persons w ho, because of ill health  o r

physical incapacity , a re  unable to  p re­
pare  m eals fo r them selves or a ttend  
neighborhood nutrition  cen te rs.

N oting that privately  opera ted  Meals 
on W heels program s have been func­
tioning in the U nited S tates fo r m ore 
than 25 years , Mr. B alzano says in the 
study that “ hundreds, possibly thou ­
sands (of such program s) have sprung up

Script H as N ew  E nding  
in  E ast G erm any

E A ST  G E R M A N Y — A colonel of 
the N ational P eop le’s A rm y ad ­
d re s s e s  a c la s s  o f  s e n io r  h igh 
school pupils on national defense. 
H e m akes defam ato ry  rem arks 
a b o u t re lig io n  in g e n e ra l an d  
C hristian ity  in particu lar. A stu ­
den t stands up, says she is a p rac­
ticing C hristian , and p ro tests  the 
rem arks. T hey are , she says, de­
rogatory  to  her faith  and in conflict 
with governm ent policy. H er com ­
m ents are  brushed aside.

T he girl subsequently  is d is­
m isse d  f ro m  sc h o o l a n d — b u t 
th a t’s the w ay the scrip t used to 
go. This tim e th e re 's  a change. On 
M arch 6, 1978, the E ast G erm an 
governm ent affirmed that C hris­
tians have a d istinctive and not 
unim portan t role to  play in soci­
e ty . [See L i b e r t y , N o v e m b e r-  
D ecem ber, 1978.] The E ast G er­
man governm ent is living up to  its 
w ord.

A fter the colonel d isregarded 
her p ro tests , the girl com plained to  
the head of the school. W hen he 
w as  u n re s p o n s iv e ,  h e r  f a th e r  
com plained to  the regional au th o r­
ities. T he m atter w as prom ptly in­
vestigated. T he head of the school 
was reprim anded  and the colonel 
was fo rced  to  re tu rn  to  the school 
and apologize to  the girl in front of 
th e  c la s s .  T h e  lo ca l L u th e ra n  
b ishop, on hearing of th is, w rote a 
concilia tory  le tte r to the colonel, 
thanked  him fo r apologizing, and 
expressed  the hope that the inci­
dent w ould not jeopard ize  his ca ­
ree r.— A carefu lly  investigated re ­
port from  K eston College, K eston, 
K ent, England.

in response  to  an ever-rising  dem and fo r 
se rv ice ."

“ M ost o f these private  neighborhood 
M eals on W heels program s have relied 
alm ost exclusively on vo lun teers to  o r­
ganize the program  and deliver the m eals 
to  th e  hom es of the elderly , and on 
charitable institu tions— ch u rch es , civic 
organizations, the U nited W ay— to  sub­
sidize recip ien ts w ho are  unable to  pay 
fo r their m ea ls ,"  he sta tes.

Mr. S co tt, w ho organized the N ational 
A ssociation o f M eals on W heels and 
cu rren tly  is a vo lun teer w orker in the 
M eals on W heels program  opera ted  by 
C apitol Hill U nited M ethodist chu rch , 
said 80 percen t o f M eals on W heels p ro ­
gram s in the coun try  are opera ted  by 
local churches o r synagogues.

“ W e estim ate  there  are  abou t 2,000 
M eals on W heels program s, each serving 
an average of 30 hom e-bound people, the 
m ajority  elderly , with a total o f 600,000 
people served each d a y ,”  he said.

“ For religious groups operating  M eals 
on W heels program s, their action  is a 
sta tem ent o f their fa i th ,"  said Mr. S co tt, 
son of a  retired  D isciples o f C hris t pasto r 
in Ohio.

“ The religious elem ent will have to  go 
under the governm ent p ro g ram ,”  he 
said. "T h e re  is a real need fo r federal 
funding of M eals on W heels p ro g ram s,”  
he added.

Bob Jon es U niversity  Scores  
Significant V ictory O ver IR S

G R E E N V IL L E , S .C .— In a little-no­
ticed court ruling late last year, a fu n ­
dam entalist C hristian  university  has won 
a significant v ictory  over th e  Internal 
R evenue Service (IRS).

U .S . D istrict Judge R obert F. C hap­
man ruled late in D ecem ber that the IRS 
did not have au thority  to  revoke the tax 
exem ption o f Bob Jones U niversity  in 
April o f 1975.

W hen the IRS took tha t ac tion , it 
m ade the revocation  re troac tive  to D e­
cem ber I, 1970. The university  paid $21 
under the Federal U nem ploym ent Tax 
act fo r one em ployee during calendar 
year 1975 and then asked  fo r the m oney 
back. W hen the IRS re fu sed , the uni­
versity  filed a law suit.

T he IRS justified its action  by noting 
that the un iversity  forbids interracial
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C reation ist S cien tists  D iscount “ G iant M en ”  Stories

L O M A  L IN D A , C a l i f .— “ T h e  
G len R ose region o f the Paluxy 
R iver does no t p rov ide good ev i­
dence  fo r the past ex is tence  o f 
giant m e n .”

T his is the conclusion  of sc ien ­
tists o f L om a L inda U niversity , 
assisted  by facu lty  m em bers of 
C olum bia U nion C ollege, T akom a 
Park , M ary land , and  S ou thw est­
ern  A dventist C ollege, K eene, 
T exas, a fte r  an  on-site  investiga­
tion o f the T exas area . R eports o f 
hum an fo o tp rin ts  in the sam e rock 
stra ta  as those  o f d inosaurs have 
circu la ted  fo r som e years . A m o­
tion p ic tu re , F ootprin ts in S tone, 
p roduced  by a fundam enta list film 
stud io , im plies tha t m an and  the 
g iant rep tiles coex is ted  in the Pa­
luxy area.

T he L om a L inda repo rt, w ritten  
by Dr. B erney N eu fe ld , w as pub­
lished in the m agazine Origins. 
T he artic le  c ites ev idence tha t the 
p rin ts w ere p roduced  by carving, 
not by natural p rocesses. R esi­
den ts in the Paluxy a rea  recall that 
tracks w ere artificially m ade as a 
source  o f incom e during the d e ­
pression  years , accord ing  to  Dr.

N eufeld , now  p ro fesso r o f b io l­
ogy, S ou thw estern  A dventist C ol­
lege, K eene, T exas.

“ T he G len R ose reg io n ,”  he 
says, “ does not provide ev idence 
of the coex istence  of such giant 
men o r o th er large m am m als and 
the giant d inosaurs.

“ D oes th is m ean the concep t o f 
antediluvian  m an and the Flood 
story  is inco rrec t?  N o. It m ay be 
ev idence only that anted iluv ians 
did not cohab ita te  with d inosaurs. 
To ignore such  reports because  
they  m ay be inaccurate  w ould be 
lik e  r e fu s in g  to  l is te n  to  th e  
w eather fo recast because  som e of 
the pred ictions fail to  m aterialize. 
On the o ther hand , to  accep t all 
such repo rts  as factual w ould be 
like believing w ithout verification 
all the claim s m ade by an au tom o­
bile dealer o r a real es ta te  sales­
man. In any  kind o f investiga­
t i o n — b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  
investigating the past, w here data  
are  m ore equivocal— caution  and 
thoroughness should characterize  
the w ork done, and conclusions 
sh o u ld  n o t be  d ra w n  p re m a ­
tu re ly .”

dating and m arriage. It charged that this 
was a form  of racial d iscrim ination  in 
violation of Section  501 (c) (3) o f the 
Internal R evenue C ode. Bob Jones U ni­
versity  m aintained tha t the policy w as in 
acco rdance  w ith its religious beliefs.

Judge C hapm an sta ted  that the denial 
of the u n iv e rs ity 's  tax exem ption  “ be­
cause o f its rules regarding interracial 
d a tin g  a n d  m a r r ia g e , p e n a liz e d  th e  
plaintiff fo r the exerc ise  o f its religious 
b e lie fs ."  H e added tha t “ there  has yet to 
be expressed  any com pelling public pol­
icy prohibiting racial d iscrim ination  by 
religious o rg an iza tio n s .”

A ccording to  Judge C hapm an, the e f­
fe c t  o f  th e  IR S ’ a rg u m e n ts  a g a in s t 
granting  tax exem ption  to  the university  
“ is to  streng then  those  religious organ i­
za tions w hose religious p rac tices do not 
conflict w ith federal public policy and to  
d is c r im in a te  a g a in s t  th o s e  re lig io u s

groups w hose convictions v iolate these 
secular princip les. The unavoidable e f ­
fect is the law ’s tending tow ard  the e s­
tablishm ent o f the approved  re lig ions."

B using of N onpublic S tudents  
U pheld  by P enn sylvan ia  C ourt

H A R R ISB U R G , Pennsylvania— The 
Pennsylvania Suprem e C ourt has upheld 
a 1972 s ta te  law that prov ides fo r the 
b u s in g  o f  p r iv a te  o r  c h u rc h - r e la te d  
school studen ts up to  10 m iles beyond 
public school district boundary  lines.

Five Pennsylvania school d is tric ts  had 
challenged the law, citing decisions by 
federal cou rts  in Iowa and  R hode Island 
outlaw ing sim ilar p rovisions as consti­
tuting a  “ religious p re fe ren ce”  to  non­
public school studen ts.

Pennsylvania Suprem e C ourt Justice  
R obert N . C . Nix said the five school

d is tr ic ts ’ re liance  on the R hode Island 
and Iow a decisions w as “ m isp laced .”  
He said the d is tric ts  failed  to  p rovide the 
“ iden tica l”  busing called  fo r by S tate 
A ct 372 of 1972.

“ A lthough s tuden ts  a ttend ing  church- 
related  schoo ls are  the predom inant 
nonpublic beneficiaries o f the A c t,” 
Ju stice  N ix said , “ the tran spo rta tion  
provided by the Act is to tally  unrelated  
to  th e  re l ig io u s  m is s io n  o f  th e s e  
sch o o ls .”

He said “ th e  prim ary beneficiaries in 
fac t a re  the s tu d en ts , and  any  rem ote 
b e n e fit r e c e iv e d  by  th e  n o n p u b lic  
schools is too  indirect and incidental to 
render the A ct constitu tionally  infirm. 
. . . T he A ct does not requ ire  excessive  
governm ental en tang lem en t w ith the a f­
fa irs o f the  religious schools in v o lv ed ."  
The Suprem e C o u rt’s decision  w as m ade 
in a 3-2 vote .

M IAM I— Jerry  Hochfelsen created  this 
p icture of C hrist by prin ting  the Gospel 
according to M atthew  from  s ta rt to fin­
ish— m ore than  35,000 hand-lettered 
w ords. He perform ed the task  by starting  
at the top and ending the scrip tu re  p re­
cisely w here the p ictu re  ends.
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A rm y C h ap la in s

A s a r e t i r e d  U S A F  c h a p la in  w h o  
served  fo u r years in the A rm y as a G I, 1 
fo u n d  y o u r  a r t ic le  “ W a n te d : A rm y  
C h a p la in s ,  C h r is t ia n s  O n ly  N e e d  
A p p ly ”  (Jan u ary -F eb ru a ry , 1979) o f 
g rea t in terest. W hat w ith a  to tal o f fo u r­
teen  years ac tive  du ty  and  eight years o f 
R eserve  d u ty  I th ink it is fa ir  to  say th a t 
the m ilitary chap la incy  o f today  w ould 
never d raw  a rem ark  like L in co ln ’s from  
the W hite Flouse. O ne o f the m ost e f­
fec tive  m en I knew  in the A ir F orce  
chap la incy  w as one o f you r S eventh-day  
A dventist m en by the nam e o f Hill. 
W IL L A R D  L. C O N R A D SO N  
Pasto r
T rin ity  L u theran  C hurch 
A naheim , C alifornia 
[Lt. Col. Wayne C. Hill served at Lack­
land Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. 
He is now retired and living in Walla 
Walla, W ashington.— Eds.]

On your Jan u ary -F eb ru a ry  co v er, you 
q uo te  Mr. L in co ln ’s re fe ren ce  to  A rm y 
chapla ins as the w ar began as “ the w orst 
m en in the se rv ice "  below  a photograph  
o f so ld iers and  a C atholic p riest.

I do not m ind it w hen you pu t dow n 
C atho lics; w e a re  a self-satisfied and 
hearty  lot. But M r. L incoln w as referring  
to  “ incom peten t p reachers w ho, fo r the 
m ost part, w ere unable to  find positions 
in respectab le  c h u rc h e s ,"  according to  
your lead paragraph  on page 2. A s it w as 
not until 1861 tha t C atholic p riests  w ere 
allow ed to  serve as chap la ins, and  v irtu ­
a lly  all p r i e s ts  fo u n d  p o s i t io n s  in 
parishes th roughout A m erica, I think 
your cover w as ou t o f o rder.
R O B E R T  A. B O LTO N  
A ttorney
N orth  H ollyw ood, C alifornia 
[Would you believe we didn’t even notice 
the minister was a Catholic priest? All we 
were concerned about was getting a pic­
ture of a Civil War religious service. So 
absolve us, please, of anti-Catholic bias, 
while indicting us for carelessness in our 
choice of pictures!— Eds.]

Y our article on A rm y chaplains might 
have  m entioned tha t during W orld W ar 
II there  w ere no b lack  chapla ins in the 
U nited  S ta tes N avy . B lacks w ere ex ­
cluded , w hether C hristian  or no t, solely 
because  of the ir co lor. T he N avy might

explain  this by saying that chaplains 
w ere officers, and  since b lacks w ere ex ­
c luded  from  the ranks o f officers, they  
thereby  w ere excluded  from  the ranks o f 
chap la ins. Q uery : W as this racial o r reli­
gious d iscrim ination , o r bo th?
E . A. D A W L E Y  
A tto rney
O akland , C alifornia

S econ d  L aw  of T h erm od yn am ics

W illiam W atts shared  a lot o f tru th  in 
his d issecting  of c rea tion ists  w ho d o n ’t 
play fa ir (ethically) w ith evolu tion ists 
(“ Ten R easons M any Scien tists R ejec t 
C rea tio n ism ,”  M arch-A pril, 1979). I do 
w onder, how ever, w hether your science 
ed ito r is in agreem en t w ith Dr. W a tts ’s 
position  w ith respec t to  the  second  law 
o f therm odynam ics.
K E IT H  R O G E R S 
T akom a P ark , M aryland 
[“ William Watts, in the March-April 
issue of L ib e r t y ,  presents a number of 
suggestions that deserve intensive consid­
eration by proponents of Biblical cre­
ationism. Dr. Watts is correct if the second 
law of thermodynamics is restricted to its 
historical development in relation to heat 
engines and the transfer of thermal en­
ergy. But the philosophical generaliza­
tions regarding energy transfer, proba­
b ility , in form ation  exch an ge, and  
common sense that include the earlier 
statements of the second law and that are 
now commonly referred to by the desig­
nation second law of thermodynamics do, 
in our opinion, provide one of the strong­
est models for the origin of life and the 
development of major kinds of organisms 
from simpler ancestors.”— Robert H. 
Brown, science editor, L ib e r t y . ]

T en R easons

W illiam W atts is to  be com m ended fo r 
“ Ten R easons M any S cien tists R eject 
C rea tion ism .”

Personally  believing in the Biblical ac ­
count o f C reation . I a lso  believe that the 
case  m ade fo r its defense  should be p re­
sen ted  in the spirit o f love, built upon a 
solid foundation  o f accu ra te  and docu ­
m ented  research , refined through the 
channels o f com peten t peer review , and 
articu la ted  in honesty .

H ow ever, let it also  be know n that the 
“ ten ta c tic s”  used by som e crea tion ists

are  likewise the literary  tools o f som e 
evolu tion ists. H aving been fed  the ev o ­
lu tionary diet through my jun io r year o f 
college in the public school system , I 
have had p lenty  o f o p p o rtun ity  to  taste  
the tantalizing ten from  the tab les o f the 
unscientific co u n te rp a rts  m en tioned  by 
Dr. W atts.

Perhaps D r. W atts could follow  up on 
his article w ith an o th e r entitled  “ Ten 
R easons M any C hristians R ejec t E vo lu ­
tio n .”  You d o n 't have to  be a crea tion ist 
to  be “ unscien tific .”  Y ou can even  be a  
scientist!
H A N S V A R M ER
P asto r and  fo rm er evolu tion ist
P e te r s b u rg  S e v e n th -d a y  A d v e n tis t
church
Petersburg , V irginia 

C reation  D ebate

A co rresponden t in your S ep tem ber- 
O ctober, 1978, issue, a schoo lteacher, 
m a k e s  an  im p re s s iv e  c a s e  th a t  th e  
schools are  indeed neu tral and do  not 
teach  a “ re lig ion .”

W hile it is c lear that there  is not one 
carefully  fo rm ulated  set o f “ secu la r”  
doctrines advocated  and opera tive  in the 
schools, and the assum ptions and op in ­
ions o f the teachers and adm in istra to rs 
a re  p luralistic, there is a deep er consid ­
e ration . As Prof. D avid L ittle  po in ts ou t, 
“ It is sim ply the case  th a t the organ iza­
tion and operation  of public education  
p resupposes com m itm ents and conv ic­
tions that som etim es exclude and con ­
trad ict com peting com m itm ents and 
co n v ic tio n s .”

The magical w ords objective  and neu­
tral a re  scant com fort to  a fam ily w hen it 
feels the schools are  con trad ic ting  and 
com peting w ith values they  hold sacred .

The Suprem e C ourt has had the g rea t­
est difficulty draw ing hard and fa s t lines 
am ong different se ts  o f lo fty  conv ic­
tions, calling som e “ relig ious”  and som e 
no t. It is significant tha t none o f the 
value conflicts cited by the C ourt in the 
Yoder  decision— com petitiveness versus 
coopera tion , in tellect versus w isdom , o r 
d isagreem ent over the s ta tu s  o f m anual 
w ork, fo r exam ple— is necessarily  reli­
gious.

M any o f the g rea t issues o f conscience 
and belief a re  no longer fought under 
religious banners . The concern  w ith ra­
cial and sexual equality , the allocation  of
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pow er, institu tional a lienation , and basic 
concep ts  o f hum an w orth  underlying 
d ifferent econom ic system s are  heavily 
value laden.

It is concern  w ith the school as a social 
env ironm ent, w here a child will learn 
m uch m ore than  w hat is in the form al 
cu rricu lum , tha t has not been addressed . 
T o say tha t the schools reflect the w ishes 
of the com m unityds a dog in the m anger. 
The m ajority  does not de term ine  w hat 
c h u rc h  m y c h ild  sh a ll a t t e n d ,  w h a t 
c lo thes he shall w ear, w hat food  he shall 
e a t, nor w hat lite ra tu re  he reads. N either 
should the m ajority  de term ine w hat phi­
losophy  prevails in educa tion . It is the 
fam ily and not the political m ajority  that 
the C onstitu tion  em pow ers to  m ake 
schooling decisions.

T he p resen t system  o f sta te-run  edu ­
cation  p resen ts  “ f re e ”  schooling to 
those w ho desire  it. Affluent paren ts 
have a cho ice  if they  do not like w hat the 
sta te  offers. L ess affluent and the poor 
have little o r no choice . D enying a c iti­
zen  fundam ental rights because  of his 
econom ic sta tus has been  held unconsti­
tu tional by the C ourt in num erous in­
stances.

Inciden tally , C reation  w ould not be an 
issue if schools w ere institu tions o f 
choice . Such questions should fall into 
the free  cultural sphere  w ithout govern ­
m ent p re fe rence .

W e suggest tha t education  is too im­
po rtan t to  be left in the hands of gov­
ernm en t. Schools are  the source from  
w hich a rt, sc ience, and m orality— the 
w hole substance  of cu ltu re— ultim ately 
flow.
R O B E R T  S. M A R LO W E  
C ouncil fo r E ducational 
F reedom  in A m erica, Inc.
W ashington, D .C.

W ash in gton  a V ik ing?

Y our readers m ay be in terested  in a 
few  sidelights to  John  K en t’s “ W as 
W ashington a V ik ing?”  (January-Febru- 
ary , 1979). The L ibrary  o f C ongress has 
on its wall a  chart o f W ash ing ton’s an ­
cestry , from  R agnvald 0 y s te in so n  (born
c. 810), Earl o f M 0re and Rom sdal in 
sou thw estern  N orw ay (not fa r north  of 
V oss), through W illiam the C onquero r to 
W ash ing ton 's m other. A nother historian 
has traced  the ancestry  o f his fa th er to 
the sam e earl. O ne h isto rian  w rote me

som e years ago that 19 o f ou r first 20 
P residen ts had N orse b lood , the ex cep ­
tion being V an B uren, o f D utch descen t. 
But in the early  1600’s there  w ere 8,000 
N o rs e m e n  in th e  D u tc h  M e rc h a n t 
M arine. M any settled  in N ew  Y ork— the 
purchase of M anhattan  Island from  the 
Indians w as facilita ted  by a  N orw egian 
acting as in terp re ter.

W illiam the C onquero r b rought to  
England the basis o f ou r com m on law. 
N orw ay has given us m any leaders, as 
well as plain c itizens— m ore in p ropo r­
tion than  any coun try  excep t Ireland. 
And a large proportion  o f im m igrants 
from  that coun try  cam e from  the eastern  
p art, w here such cities as D ublin, L im ­
erick , W aterfo rd , W exford , and C ork 
w ere Viking colonies. Q uite a  co n trib u ­
tion from  a coun try— the size o f N ew  
M exico— w hose population  reached  four 
million only a couple o f years ago.

T he possibility  that the nam e W ash­
ington w as previously  “ V ossingson”  is 
pure con jec tu re . A nother theory  is tha t it 
w as “ W assyng ton ,”  but the le tte r “ W ” 
is ex trem ely  rare in N orw ay . If anyone 
has a b e tte r answ er, I ’d  be anxious to 
hear it. O ur m otto  is “ Veritas E x  Tu- 
m u ltu “—~the tru th  ou t o f agitation . W e 
have a lot o f fun  w ith the “ tu m u ltu ”  but 
are  dead serious about the “ v e rita s .”  
W. R. A N D ER SO N  
President
L eif E ricson  Society  
P .O . Box 301 
C hicago, Illinois

E njoys L IB E R T Y

L i b e r t y  m agazine, in its fo rm at and 
th ru st, is a heartening bulw ark fo r us 
w ho have a strong conviction  about the 
m aintenance o f separation  o f church  and 
sta te  and about religious freedom . T here 
is such a d ifference betw een  esteem  of 
such safeguards and undergirding them .

Thank you fo r m ediating well the d if­
ficult pros and cons of constitu tional as 
well as doctrinal concerns.
R O B E R T  C. H A R D E R  
Portland , O regon

My congratu lations fo r your brilliant 
and in teresting  m agazine. Since this 
m agazine was in troduced to  me by a 
friend  I have never m issed a copy. 
H E N R Y  R O L A N D  A C Q U A H  
Akim O da, G hana, A frica

W ith too m uch to  read  and m y back 
issues o f U .S. N ew s & W orld R eport and 
N ew sw eek  piling up unread , I sat dow n 
and  read  your Sep tem ber-O ctober, 1978, 
L ib e r t y  kiver-to -k iver. W ow! A nd not 
even any ads! H ow  do you do it?

People w hose view s are co n tra ry  to  
mine alw ays puzzle m e, especially  if 
th ey  are earnestly  try ing to  be C hris­
tians. N ow  I can  read  the best o f each  
side from  people w hose values are  the 
sam e as m ine. And no need to  run  into 
any hard  feelings, either!
M A R IO N  R A U G U S T  
O akland , C alifornia

F actual and  A nalytical

L i b e r t y  m agazine deals w ith cu r­
ren t issues in a fac tual and analytical 
m anner. As a law yer I am  particularly  
im pressed  w ith your chu rch -sta te  a rti­
cles, w hich are  orien ted  to  A m erican 
ju risp rudence  and frequen tly  cite  court 
decisions in point.
R O B E R T  A. B E C K E R L E
A tto rney
M obile, A labam a
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Illu m in atin g  the Issues

T h e re ’s little doub t w hich artic le  in 
this issue will bring the m ost mail. W al­
te r  U tt’s “ Illum inating the Illum inati”  
will be a  pens-dow n w inner. C onsp ira­
cies fea tu ring  m ysterious in ternational 
figures tu rn  o therw ise  reasonab le  citi­
zens into first-o rder consp iracy  buffs. 
A nd you can  bet tha t the qualified and 
docum ented  perspective  of Dr. U tt will 
be overlooked  by m any w ho will w innow  
the chaff fo r sensational fluff, and  likely 
find “ ev id en c e”  th a t L ib e r t y , too , has 
been infiltrated by— w ho e lse?— the Illu­
m inati.

T he artic le  th a t should bring the m ost 
ou traged  mail is Je rry  W iley’s “ A C onsti­
tu tional O u trag e .”  W hat has happened  
to  the W orldw ide C hurch  of G od is un­
believable. On the flim siest o f allegations 
by a th im bleful o f d issiden t m em bers, 
the h eadquarte rs  o f th e  100,000-m ember 
P asadena-based  church  w as invaded by 
C alifornia sta te  officials, a  rece iver in­
stalled , files rum m aged, and  irreparable 
dam age done to  the church . Put the case 
dow n as a c lassic  o f post-G uyana o v e r­
kill.

Tim e m ay d em onstra te  that the alle­
gations have substance; church  officials, 
w ho certain ly  lived ex travagan tly , may 
be proved  to  be scoundrels. But church  
m em bers and the sta te  had o ther legal 
avenues— through crim inal law , fo r ex ­
am ple— fo r dealing w ith the issues. By 
acting as they  did, C alifornia officials 
en su red  tha t the chu rch , how ever inno­
cen t or guilty its officials m ay prove to 
be. has suffered irreparab le  dam age.

A nd let th is be no ted: T he W orldw ide 
C hurch  of G od has no connection  w ith 
th e  S e v e n th -d a y  A d v e n tis t  C h u rc h , 
though both are  Sabbathkeep ing  organi­
zations. T o my th inking, the W orldw ide 
C hurch  o f G od qualifies in several re­
spects as a cult. (F or the definition o f a 
cu lt, see page 8.) B ut in N ew  T estam en t 
term s, so does the R om an C atholic 
C hurch . A nd there are  som e w ho would 
c h a rg e  th e  S e v e n th -d a y  A d v e n tis t  
C hurch  sim ilarly. The point is that m ost 
any  religion is a cult to  som ebody. And 
unless we a re  willing to  defend  that 
som ebody’s right to  be w rong, we do  not 
d eserve  the freedom s bequeathed  us, 
and will not long retain  them .— R .R .H .
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A highhanded a ttem pt by the sta te  to  
in trude on church  prerogatives?  O r 
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CDECLWHAT 
OF PRINCIPLES

JON
W e believe in religious liberty, 

and hold that this God-given 
right is exercised at its best 
when there is separation be­
tween church and state.

W e  believe in civil govern­
ment as d ivinely ordained to pro­
tect men in the enjoym ent of 
their natural rights, and to rule 
in civil things; and that in this 
realm it is entitled to the respect­
ful and w illing obedience of all.

W e believe in the ind ividual's 
natural and inalienable right to 
freedom of conscience; to wor­
ship or not to worship; to profess, 
to practice, and to promulgate 
his religious beliefs, or tochange 
them according to his conscience 
or opinions, holding that these 
are the essence of religious 
liberty; but that in the exercise 
of this right he should respect 
the equivalent rights of others.

W e believe that all legisla­
tion and other governmental 
acts which unite church and 
state are subversive of hum an 
rights, potentially persecuting in 
character, and opposed to the 
best interests of church and 
state; and, therefore, that it is 
not within the province of hu­
m an government to enact such 
legislation or perform such acts.

W e believe it is our duty to 
use every lawful and honorable 
m eans to prevent the enactm ent 
of legislation which tends to 
unite church and state, and to 
oppose every movement toward 
such union, that all m ay enjoy 
the inestim able blessings of reli­
gious liberty.

W e believe that these liber­
ties are em braced in the golden 
rule, which teaches that a 
m an should do to others as he 
w o u ld  h n v p  n th p rs  d o  tn_him _
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