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You cannot please everybody. Don’t
try it.

Our style of presentation may
change, but the substance of the ad-
vent message, never!

Ler us minimize our differences,
and magnify our agreements. Unity
of heart and of front is essential.

TRUTH is not simply relative; it is
absolute, though our understanding of
it is painfully relative.

WHY do you believe what you be-
lieve? Does it spring from hearsay
or tradition? Or is it a conviction
growing out of thorough investigation
and consequent satisfaction of mind
and conscience as to an impregnable
Scriptural, historic, scientific, and rea-
sonable foundation?

RESEARCHES into the deeps of human
knowledge and philosophy become a
positive peril, unless we keep the mind
perennially surrendered to the ac-
knowledged authority of the word of
Ged, and the complete control of the
Spirit.

Some people talk too much about
their little accomplishments; others
are so busy doing really big, far-reach-
ing things that they haven’t much
time left to conduct a publicity depart-
ment. Oftentimes these bigger things
are not and cannot be spectacular.
The things that are not seen are fre-
quently greater than the things that
are seen.

Nevir forget that we cannot make
people moral by simply preaching
morality.

THERE is something worse than ig-
norance, and that is to be unaware of
our ignorance.

TrUTH is eternal, but our views of
it are profoundly influenced by time —
and the times. Let us seek for the
broader vision, and reach out for God’s
changeless, eternal viewpoint.

THE only way we shall ever cause
the multitudes to know that we are
Christians, not semi-Jews, is to con-
tinually stress the basic Christian
verities in their inseparable relation
to the specific truths of our movement.

THE coming of Christ will bring
many surprises. He will acknowledge
and welcome as His own some whom
we would exclude; and He will repudi-
ate some whom we would include. He
who reads the heart will never make
a mistake. The lesson is for a heart-
searching renewal of personal fellow-
ship with Him.

Tue papal theory of ecclesiastical
government is that authority is de-
rived by divine right from the hier-
archy above, coming ultimately from
the college of cardinals, with the pope
as the head. Seventh-day Adventist
understanding is that authority is de-
rived from the people, and thus up
through the local conference, the
union, and ultimately the General
Conference. One 1is autocracy; the
other is democracy. May there be no
beclouding of the principles.

L. B F.

Published monthly for the Ministerial Association of Seventh-day Adventists, by the
Review and Herald Publishing Association, Takoma Park, Washington, D. C., 0.9 A

Single Subscription Price: $1 a year.

Entered as second-class matter, Dec. 19, 1927, at the post office at Washington, D. C.,
under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1879.

Page 2

The Ministry



Aggociation Bour at the General Conference
Tuesday, June 3, 1930, 3 ». M.

Operations in World Divisions

A. G. Daxierrs, Chairman: The
brethren have kindly granted to the
Ministerial Association this afternoon
session of the Conference for the con-
sideration of Ministerial Association
interests. According to the General
Conference program, as announced, we
were to have had two half sessions, on
different dates, for the counsideration
of the various phases of our work,—
one for reports from the general sec-
retaries, and the other for a sympo-
sium of reports from secretaries of the
divisions; but since coming here we
told the officers that if they felt free to
grant us all of this afternoon for our
reports, we would not ask for anything
more; and they accepted the proposi-
tion.

Now it falls to me to read the report
I have here in, written form, which
includes reports by my associates,
Elder MacGuire and Elder Froom; but
as this report will appear in print
through the Review [see Review and
Herald, No. 29, General Conference Re-
port No. 7, pp. 122-125], I have decided
that it is best, under the circum-
stances, to boil it down to the mini-
mum, in order to give all the time pos-
sible to these secretaries from the
world field, who will tell us about their
work; and I desire also to call on
several of the officers of the General
Conference to speak concerning their
observations of the work of the Min-
jsterial Association. I have not asked
all these brethren if I might call on
them for impromptu speeches, but see-
ing them here, I venture to do so.

I have recently spent about a year
in the Australasian Divigion. Much
of that time Elder C. H. Watgon, the
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president of the division, was with me,
and led in the ministerial institutes
that were held, and in all the efforts
made in behalf of the ministry. I wish
to ask Elder Watson, who is at this
time our General Conference Presi-
dent, to speak to us.

C. H. Warson: I am very happy in-
deed, dear brethren and sisters, to have
the opportunity of talking to you in
a meeting that is considering the work
of the ministry. I wish that more
frequent opportunity could be made
possible for giving consideration to the
great work that God has committed
to the ministry of this denomination.

It has been my privilege to labor
during the last four years in a division
of the world field where there is a
strong ministry, and I am happy to
have seen the organized efforts of the
denomination through the Ministerial
Association affecting the life and
strength and service of the ministers
in the Australasian Division. We feel
that we need strong help for our min-
isters in Australasia, and for our mis-
sionaries in the South Sea Island field,
and we have been made happy, during
the last four years, to have had the
consideration of the General Confer-
ence in sending us the help of workers
who had in mind no other purpose
than helping our ministers—upbuild-
ing the strength of the ministerial
force, and encouraging them to live
closer to the Lord, and to become more
efficient in the work that they seek to
do in His name.

Brother Daniells was sent out to the
Australasian field. It was not a new
or strange field for him to visit, as
he had labored there in the early days,
and our Australasian forces were very
glad to welcome Brother Daniells to
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the field. When he arrived, the field
was programmed for a series of strong
ministerial conventions, and the pro-
grams were carried out. The univer-
sal testimony of the ministers through-
out the field is to the effect that they
received great help and blessing at
these ministerial institutes. Much was
done also in laboring for the member-
ship of the denomination in Australia
and New Zealand. Special efforts were
made at the camp meetings, and in the
larger churches. A strong effort was
put forth throughout the entire field,
and if we can regard the testimony of
the people generally, even to this day,
we must believe that the éffort was a
successful one. We know the results
of these efforts put forth by the Gen-
eral Conference, through its Ministe-
rial Association, have been blessed of
the Lord, and have operated success-
fully for the strengthening of the work
in Australasia. - I am glad to bear
this brief testimony to the effective-
ness of it, and I hope the future will
show us how we may more wisely and
more effectively put forth our efforts
to help the ministers of this movement
generally, and thus hasten the finish-
ing of the work of God.

A. G. DantELLS: We have with us
Elder A. W. Anderson, the Ministerial
Association secretary for the Austral-
asian Division, who has almost a thou-
sand workers in his constituency, and
we will ask for his report to be made
now.

A. W. ANDERSON: Years ago we came
to the conclusion in Australia that the
progress of our work would be just
about commensurate with the efficiency
and spirituality of our ministry, and
therefore that anything that would
create a greater degree of spirituality
and more efficiency in the ministry,
deserved the hearty indorsement and
co-operation of every one of our people.
This led us to form what was termed
an Evangelical Association, which was
carried on for some years, and when
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the Ministerial Association was formed
by the General Conference, we joined
with it heartily. Today, all the min-
isters in Australia, as far as we know,
and especially the missionaries in the
islands, very heartily appreciate the
publication known as Ture MINISTRY,
and anticipate the arrival of each issue
with much interest. We believe that
the service which the Ministerial As-
sociation renders is very valuable to
any body of ministers. We have come
to believe in the value of the Reading
Courses, furnishing regular outlines of
study and incentive to ministers to
give attention fto study, and reading
books that are thought producing and
develop original thinking, and con-
sider that endeavor along this line is
worthy of all the stimulation that can
be given to it.

A. G. DanierLLs: We will now ask
Elder 1. H. Evans, the president of the
Far Eastern Division, to speak to us.

I. H. Evans: It goes without saying
that we as workers need every possible
stimulus to help us in spirituality,
and to concentrate on the great work
before us. The Ministerial Association
has been a great blessing to our work-
ing force in the Far East. We have
1,968 workers, and are doing our best
to persuade every worker, and the
wives of the workers as well, to follow
closely the Reading Course as outlined
by the General Conference, subject to
such substitution as it is necessary to
make because of the languages used.
‘We want all our workers to have the
benefit accruing from following this
Reading Course, and to avail them-
selves of all the help that the Minis-
terial Association has to give. I am
sure that I voice the sentiment of the
large majority of our working force
when I say that we greatly appreciate
the work of the Ministerial Associa-
tion. It has been a real blessing to
our foreign workers, but especially to
our native working force. Many of
our natives need the very help that
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they can get by being persuaded to
follow closely this Reading Course
plan. Oftentimes they feel unable to
buy the literature, but we have en-
deavored to supply every worker with
the literature when he is not able to
purchase it himself.

I can hardly describe to you what
a growing interest is springing up in
the hearts of our Oriental workers as
the result of the stimulation of the
Ministerial Department. Many of our
workers have read books which they
never would have read but for the
Reading Course provision, and many
have been led to branch out in under-
takings which they never would have
thought of but for the inspiration of
this department. I am unable to think
of 3 man in the Far Hastern Division
who does not look with great friendli-
ness and appreciation upon the help-
fulness of this Ministerial Association.

A, G. Danmgrrs: Prof. Frederick
Griggs, the Ministerial Association sec-
retary for the Far East, has been do-
ing very earnest work among the work-
ers speaking so many languages, and
we will ask him to report to us now.

F. Griges: The Ministerial Associa-
tion is growing in the Far Eastern Di-
vision. We have to conduct twelve dif-
ferent Reading Courses for our work-
ers, which involves the selection of
many books. During the past four
years the Reading Course enrollment
among the native workers has been
gaining year by year, and the number
completing the courses is growing.
For the present year, at the time I
came away from the office, we had
enrolled 620 of our native workers.
This is a large number, and will prob-
ably go to between 700 and 800 men
and women all over that great field
who are taking these Reading Courses.

The majority of our native workers
have very little education, but they are
earnestly seeking to avail themselves
of all the help we can give them, and
they are doing a wonderful work in
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winning souls to Christ. The books
that are being read, and the “Monthly
Readings” which we prepare in the
different vernaculars (largely a re-
print from TeE MINISTRY), are prov-
ing of immense value in stimulating
the native workers to study. .
‘We have incorporated into our Min-
isterial Association endeavor what is
known as a “Five-Year Evangelical
Course for Workers,” through which
there is direct connection with the
Fireside Correspondence School. This
course corresponds to a high school
course, and includes Bible, history, and
science, and the regular Ministerial
Reading Course. We expect to intro-
duce this Five-Year Evangelical Course
throughout all the Far Hast. At the
present time it is working in full
measure only in China, where we have
561 enrolled, but I am glad to bring
a good report of what has already been
accomplished within eighteen months
in China, and I believe that the same
line of work can be carried on effec-
tively, not only in the Far Hastern
Division, but throughout the world.
I am convinced that there is a connec-
tion between our Fireside Correspond-
ence work and our Ministerial Associa-
tion work which can most effectively
serve our evangelical workers. If the
ministry is wide awake and earnest
and serious in study and preparation
for their work, the spirit of study will
permeate clear through to the remotest
member of our churches., We have a
great message to give. We must be

“wide awake continually, and study to

show ourselves approved unto God,
workmen that need not to be ashamed.

A. G. DanteLLs: During the last fif-
teen years, at least, I have worked
with Elder McElhany, the vice-presi-
dent for the North American Division,
in conducting many ministerial insti-
tutes. I wish Brother McElhany would
say a few words at this time.

J. L. McELEANY: I am glad to speak
a word for North America in relation
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to the Ministerial Association and its
endeavors along the line of helping to
promote the interests of our ministry.
A well-trained, efficient, consecrated
ministry is, as I am sure we all recog-
nize, the greatest need of this move-
ment, so far as the human element is
concerned; and it is to bring about
this very worthy end that the Associa-
tion was organized and toward which
it has been bending its efforts. Our
workers are reaching out for help
along all lines, in the desire to become
more efficient in service. The problems
of evangelism, pastoral work, preach-
ing, visiting, carrying on church work,
personal study, and self-improvement
are all important elements in the life
of a worker in this cause, and the Min-
isterial Association stands as a clear-
ing house, through which every worker
may contribute to the common good
of all. A higher and still higher
standard for the ministry is our ob-
jective.

I am glad to say that as I have
visited around over the field I have
seen many evidences of the working
of the principle for which the Minis-
terial Association stands. If I could
take time to tell of the ministerial in-
stitutes that have been held in various
parts of the country, it would give me
mueh joy to speak of the great blessing
of God that has rested on these efforts.
In connection with our union confer-
ence sessions two years ago, minis-
terial institutes played a very impor-
tant part. These were occasions of
deep spiritual blessing to our work-
ers, opening up definite lines of study
for improvement in the various
branches of the work. There is on
the part of ministers, Bible workers,
and workers engaged in various
branches of the cause, a reaching out
after higher ideals. And so I bring

you a good word concerning what I

have seen and heard of the Association
and its influence on the work and work-
ers of North America.
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A. G. DanieLLs: Now we would like
to hear from our General vice-presi-
dent, Elder Moatgomery, who has
traveled almost around the world dur-
ing the last four years.

O. MowtgoMERY: I am glad to say
just a word of appreciation for the
Ministerial Association and its work.
For many years there was an urgent
request by the ministry for some pro-
vision whereby they could be put in
contact with one another, and be en-
abled to be of mutual help, encourage-
ment, and strength as to methods of
work, working material, ways of pre-
senting this message, and the strength-
ening of their ministry in all respects.
I rejoice that the time came when we
organized and established the Minis-
terial Association. It has been my
privilege to visit many different fields;
and meet with the workers in many
different lands, and without any
thought of preparation of a report at
this time, I am glad to bring to you
the reflex that I have gotten from these
various fields, as pertains to the work
of the Ministerial Association. In
every part of the world where I have
traveled I have heard words of appre-
ciation, and I am sure that the Min-
isterial Association is proving to be a
definite blessing and encouragement
and help to our ministry. If there is
any one thing that we need more than
another, it is help to become more
deeply spiritual and more effective in
our endeavor for the salvation of
souls and the building up of the
church. May the Lord help us in
every endeavor that we put forth to
this end.

A. G. DavierLs: I spent last winter
in the South American field, with
Brother Haynes, the president, and
Elder J. W. Westphal, who has spent
twenty-nine years in South America,
and who has been giving special at-
tention to Ministerial Association in-
terests in that division during recent
years. We want to hear from these
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brethren, and I will now call on Elder
Haynes.

C. B. Hay~es: Our working force in
South America numbers 780. This
body of men and women are a needy
body. They desire to become more
efficient in their labors, and the efforts
of the Ministerial Association have
been of very material benefit to this
group of workers in South America.
They have been reaching out for the
kind of help that the Association has
been supplying. This last year we
felt that the time had come to give
our entire body of workers special help
through a series of ministerial insti-
tutes, and in planning for these in-
stitutes we reserved the time for deai-
ing with the great need of the ministry
without interruption of business meet-
ings or committee meetings.

It has been our policy to make a
round of the field once a year, for the
purpose of adjusting administrative
problems, making our budgets, holding
annual committee meetings in the dif-
ferent institutions, and conventions
for departmental workers, such as the
publishing, home missionary, educa-
tional, and Missionary Volunteer de-
partments. But this past winter we
brushed everything else aside, and
made the ministry and its interests
the all-important thing in the five min-
isterial institutes which were arranged
for throughout the South American
Division. Elder J. W. Westphal, our
Ministerial Association secretary, had
charge of these programs for the in-
stitutes. Elder Daniells responded to
our request to come down and make
this entire round of meetings, and I
think I could not overemphasize the
importance of the benefit we received.
Our working force today is more uni-
fied than it ever has been before, and
we know that, as a consequence of
these ministerial institutes, our work
will go forward in a much stronger
way than ever before. We in South
America are thankful to God for the
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Ministerial Association and for what
it is doing for our ministers.

J. W. WEsTPHAL: The idea of a Min-
isterial Association in South America
developed from a sense of need. We
reached a time when evangelistic work
was at a low ebb., Through the de-
velopment of the departments, and cen-
tering thought upon departmental
work in the desire to make it what it
ought to be, we lost sight, to some ex-
tent, of the necessity of our evange-
listic work. The evangelists in the
field felt it keenly, and they set them-
selves to work to bring about a change;
and from that developed the idea of
the Ministerial Association. I believe
Elder Daniells will remember the let-
ter which I wrote to him, about eight
years ago, in which I set before him
the needs of evangelistic workers, and
asked that something be done to help
them in a definite way. We rejoiced
when we heard that the General Con-
ference had formed a Ministerial Asso-
ciation for the help of the entire field,
and we in South America entered
heartily into the plan.

I am glad to say that we have seen
results along the line of stimulating
and making stronger our evangelistic
work in the field. There has been a
great change in this respect in South
America, and today the strong factor
in our work is aggressive evangelism.
Not only does this apply to our regular
evangelists, but our departmental sec-
retaries, and leaders in other branches
of the work in the fleld, have engaged
in evangelistic work with good success.

‘We are promoting three reading
Courses, in Engligsh, Spanish, and Por-
tuguese, with a present enrollment of
about 200. A deep interest is taken
in this Reading Course work. We
have started a little paper, called EI
Evangelista, which is manifolded and
sent out each month, with a view to
strengthening the evangelistic spirit,
and supplying our laborers with ma-
terial suitable for use in their work.
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This paper is much appreciated. We
send it free to our schools, to be sup-
plied to members of the ministerial
classes, and the students take a great
interest in it. )

A. G. DanieLLs: Now we will have a
report from Elder L. R. Conradi, the
Ministerial Association secretary of
the Central European Division.

L. R. Conrapi: The Central Euro-
pean Division has been in existence
only about a year and a half, and con-
sequently the work of the Ministerial
Association is rather new. But we
have given attention to three things:
(1) Securing greater success in the
work of the ministry; (2) securing
greater efficiency in study; and (8) as-
sisting the ministry in a general way.
‘When we began our work as a Min-
isterial Association, we found that as
a consequence of the war and its after-
effects, we faced a losing situation.
‘We found there was a decided decrease
in the number of baptisms adminis-
tered, showing that our evangelistic
work was sadly lacking. And we also
found there was a serious loss in our
membership. Our first move was to
ask each union to send us a report of
every worker in the union for the
preceding six months. When these re-
ports came in, we had opportunity to
see just what each worker had ac-
complished—how many souls had been
gained, how many had dropped out.
Then we began work with the indi-
vidual laborer. We found that this
direct effort to help the individual la-
borer was effective, and the situation
throughout the field soon began to
change. There has been decided im-
provement, but we are keeping right
after this endeavor to help each worker
secure the greatest success in his work.

The next thing was to secure more
thorough and efficient study on the
part of our ministers. The number
of our workers who read English is
quite limited, but wherever practical,
we urge that they take the English
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Reading Course. But we found it nec-
essary to start a German Reading
Course, and we have made very
thorough work of this. We have at
present enlisted all our ministerial
workers in the Reading Courses. We
believe our ministry ought to improve
in study. I am not so young any
more. I finished my schooling fifty
years ago, as far as the Battle Creek
College was concerned; but today I
love to study just the same. The min-
ister who does not improve, who does
not grow, who does not obtain new
food for his own soul out of the word
of God, will not be able to feed the
flock. Personally, I have never kept
a stock of sermons. I believe in study-
ing, and in studying real hard. When
I see a minister who preaches ser-
mons so old that when the people hear
the first word, they know just what
the last word will be, I cannot pity
him if the members of his congrega-
tion go to sleep, and I think that min-
ister ig in very great need of such help
as the Ministerial Association can give
him.

‘We recognize that much can be ac-
complished for our ministry through
institutes, and we believe that what
we have learned here through the re-
ports of the Ministerial Association sec-
retaries in other divisions will prove
of help to us in developing this in-
stitute work more extensively. We do
believe that by the grace of God our
ministry can become more efficient,
both in gaining souls and also in keep-
ing the souls gained; and to this end
We are earnestly endeavoring as the
Ministerial Association of the Central
European Division.

A. G. DanieLLs: Next will be Elder
J. C. Raft, now secretary of the Asso-
ciation in the Southern European Di-
vision, but up to the time of the recent
division of territory, he had charge of
Ministerial Association work through-
out all Europe. Brother Raft has done
a great work for the ministers there.
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J. C. RarT: I wish we had a thousand
workers in our division, but we have
only 311. We have 181,000,000 people
to whom the message is to be preached,
and we know that the only way we
can ever reach them is to preach in
the spirit and power of Elijah. We
are longing for the time when that
spirit and power will be experienced
by us; we are working toward that
end, and are using every means and
facility we have, and God is blessing
us. We have the Reading Course in
English and also in French, German,
Hungarian, Italian, Rumanian, and
Spanish. At present we have 286 mem-
bers in our Reading Courses, and the
workers greatly enjoy the books which
are selected for them. We hold some
ministerial institutes, but not many, as
the workers are so few, and the need
so great, that we cannot call them
from their work, except for one to
three days preceding annual meetings
in union and local conferences. At
such times the workers come together,
and we study and seek God most ear-
nestly for His Spirit: and this brings
a great spiritual uplift to the workers.

‘When it is time for the regular meet-
ing to begin, the workers are filled with
new spiritul life and courage, and are
ready to help the members who come
to the meeting, and we have witnessed
an excellent spirit prevailing from be-
ginning to end. Our aim is to develop
a clean, powerful ministry, for we real-
ize what that means to this advent
movement. Our ministers are longing
for a deeper spiritual experience and
a closer connection with Christ. They
fear God, and they want to do the work
of God in the very best way. Many of
our workers have a very limited edu-
cation, but God is blessing their sin-
cere efforts, and they are bringing
thousands of souls to Christ. If we
only had more workers, we could do
a far greater work; but by the power
of God we are going to press on, know-
ing that “there is no restraint to the
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Lord to save by many or by few,” and
that “He will finish the work, and cut
it short in righteousness.”

A.G. Danieiis: Elder J. H. Schilling
is Ministerial Association secretary for
the Northern European Division, and
he will tell us something of the work
conducted there.

J. H. ScHILLING: I cannot speak too
highly of the appreciation our work-
ers have for the help which the Gen-
eral Conference Ministerial Associa-
tion is giving us. I would like to
speak at length, but the time is too
short. I will just read a few extracts
from letters which express the senti-
ment of the workers themselves.
[Reads a number of statements.] I
should like to refer to the comparative
growth of the Ministerial Reading
Course in our division during the last
three years. In 1928 we had an en-
rollment of 86, of whom 75 were for
the English Course. In 1929 this en-
rollment was raised to 249, and during
the first half of the present year the
enrollment has reached 420 readers.
In 1929 we conducted Reading Courses
in eight languages, and this year we
are promoting eleven different lan-
guage courses., You will understand
that this takes a great deal of work,
but the Lord has blessed us wonder-
fully. Every worker is deeply inter-
ested in the Ministerial Association.
‘We recognize the great value which the
Association is to us, and on the part
of all our workers in the Northern
European Division there is a willing-
ness to co-operate.

A. G. DanigLLs: Professor Dick, of
the great African field, will speak of
the Ministerial Association work in
that division.

E. D. Dick: The work in the African
Division naturally divides itself into
two parts,—the European and the na-
tive. We have 238 European workers
and 410 natives. Through recommen-
dation of the division committee, it
has been possible for us to supply all
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European workers in the field with
the Ministerial Association magazine,
Tae MinisTrY, and this publication is
greatly appreciated. There are forty-
four languages spoken by our native
workers, and as there is very little lit-
erature available in these languages,
it is impossible for us to do much in
the way of promoting the Reading
Course among them. We are, however,
carrying on a strong evangelistic
campaign.

There was a time when we con-
sidered that our evangelistic work
among the natives was limited to what
the native teachers could do In con-
nection with the schools where they
were placed in charge. But we no
longer maintain that idea. We are
sending out native evangelists into
new and untried areas, and they are
winning souls by the hundreds. We
consider the Ministerial Association a
great stimulus to us in our evangelistic
efforts for both the European and the
native people; and especially do we
receive help through the columns of
Tae MINISTRY.

A, G. DanteLLs: We have with us
Elder C. E. Wood, who is secretary for
the Association in the Inter-American
field, and has been closely co-operating
with us ever since he took hold of the
work in that section.

C. E. Woop: I am deeply impressed
that we have reached the time when
our ministers and workers in all parts
of the field need 21l the inspiration and
help which it is possible to impart,
in order that they may become better
qualified to proclaim effectively the
last warning message to all the world.
The General Conference WMinisterial
Association has been putting forth ear-
nest efforts to give this needed help
throughout the world field, and I am
sure that, as we have listened to these
reports today, we have been convinced
that their efforts have not been in
vain. One hundred and twenty-five of
our workers are following the Minis-
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terial Reafiing Course, and a set of
the books is placed in the library of
three of our schools for the benefit
of the students. For our Spanish
workers we make use of the Spanish
Reading Course, as selected by the
Association leaders in the South Amer-
ican Division. The monthly journal,
THE MINIsTRY, is much appreciated by
our workers in the Inter-American
Division.

J. 8. James * (Southern Asia Divi-
sion): Our workers in Southern Asia
have a genuine appreciation for all
that is being done for them through
the work of the Ministerial Associa-
tion. No clags of workers in all our
denominational activities are in a
better position to truly evaluate the
merits of the Association than those
who are called to labor in foreign
lands where gpiritual darkness reigns
supreme, and the atmosphere seems
charged with those elements that op-
pose the principles of righteousness
and truth. Those who are obliged to
work under such conditions have con-
stant need of such help and encour-
agement as will keep the vision clear,
faith and hope in the message firm
and steadfast, and unbounded confi-
dence in the ultimate triumph of the
gospel message in the hearts of the
most hardened and degenerate.

The Ministerial Association is meet-
ing a general need among all our
workers, and not one particular class.
On the division register will be found
the names of ministers, doctors, teach-
ers, nurses, Bible workers, colporteurs,
and a number of laymen. All our
foreign workers, and all Indian work-
ers who have a working knowledge
of the HEnglish language, are regular
subscribers to Tae MivisTey. This
magazine has been a very great help

(Continued on page 30)

. * Elder James could not be located at the
time of the Association meeting, but later
furnished this written report.
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The Round Table %nur

During Pre-Conference Council

Linking Personal Ministry to
Sermonizing

A. G. Dawierrs (Chairman): May 1
suggest that we all take notes of what
is said at these round table meetings—
either good strong mental notes, or
notes on paper—so that we may be
able to recall readily the outstanding
principles presented. In the discussion
which is to follow, there will be oppor-
tunity to ask questions or to make sug-
gestions. It is our desire to make
these meetings very practical and help-
ful, but we do not want this body of
workers to feel that “wisdom will die”
with the men who make the presenta-
tions. We are doing the best we can,
but we know that you who are in the
field dealing with these problems will
have something to say, and we want
you to be very free to think and speak
for yourselves. Brother MacGuire will
now lead out in the consideration of
the topic announced as No. 5,—
“Linking Personal Ministry to Ser-
monizing.”

Meape MacGuire: I recognize the
fact that the linking of personal work
with preaching is quite a different
proposition with the city evangelist
than when it centers around the work
of a pastor of the church. The same
principles governing personal work ob-
tain in both cases, but the practice is
quite different. It is therefore my de-
sign to give some general suggestions
that will apply in the case of the city
evangelist working for those who hear
the message for the first time, and also
in the case of the pastor who, to a very
large extent, is dealing with people
who are members of the church.

There are three points that I wish
especially to mention:
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1. There are many souls who can be
won to Christ through personal effort
who could not be reached through
preaching alone.

2. The - personal, heart-to-heart ap-
peal by the minister, which leads the
soul to accept Christ, has a reaction
in the minister’s own personal experi-
ence which is an essential part of suc-
cessful labor.

3. By faithfulness in personal work,
the minister sets the right example be-
fore the members of the church,-—an
example which it is essential for them
to follow in order to grow in grace.

As to the first point, I suppose that
every minister has in his own experi-
ence demonstrated the truth of that
statement. Some years ago my atten-
tion was called to an incident which
serves to illustrate this point, and in
my own ministry I have many times
found the principle to hold good. The
story is told of a minister who, for
many months, had noticed a young
man seated in his congregation every
Sunday night, listening most atten-
tively to the sermon. This observation
continued for a long time, and as the
minister sat facing his congregation
at the opening of the service, he re-
solved more than once that he would
endeavor to speak to this young man
after service, and try to find out who
he was and how he came to attend the
church service regularly; but the
young man always slipped out of the
church before the minister could reach
him. Finally the pastor decided to try
another plan, and arranging for the
benediction to be cared for by his
assistant, he left the rostrum ahead
of time and slipped out the side door
of the church, just in time to stop the
young man a8 he came out of the door.
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After cordial handclasp and greeting,
the pastor took the young man aside
for personal conversation, and among
other questions he asked, “Are you a
Christian?”’ “No,” said the young man,
“but I would like to be.” “Well, why
are you not a Christian?” asked the
pastor. “I have been- coming here
every Sunday night for five years,” re-
plied the young man, “but somehow I
have not found out just how to start
in.” So the minister took the young
man into his study, and in five min-
utes’ time that young man had kneeled

down and confessed his sins, and had

the joy of knowing he had been ac-
cepted by his heavenly Father. That
minister, in five minutes, accomplished
what five years’ preaching had failed
to do, and that was to bring the young
man to a real surrender to Christ.

Now I think we should bear in mind
that the difficulty with many is often
hidden in the background of heredity,
or environment, or education, or fail-
ure, and that it is impossible to get at
the difficulty from the desk or the pul-
pit. The personal touch, the personal
contact, is required. And more than
that, it is not enough merely to sit
down and talk and visit with a person.
It is necessary that we approach him
in such a way as to convince him of
our love for him, for it is the love back
of the motive which reaches the heart.
We cannot succeed if we do personal
work from a sense of duty, but as Paul
said, “love never faileth.”

A few weeks ago I was holding meet-
ings in a certain place, and there was
a young man there, eighteen or nine-
teen years of age, who wasg not a Chris-
tian, and did not manifest the slightest
interest. He was congidered some-
thing of a problem. The next day
after my meetings began I had the
opportunity to shake hands with this
young man, and I felt a very definite
love for him spring up in my heart.
A couple of days later I met him again,
and in talking to him, I said, “Won’t
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you come up to my room? I would
like to get acquainted with you.” As
he did not seem to know just how to
take the invitation, I went on to tell
him why I wanted to become ac-
quainted with him. I said:

“When I met you a few days ago, I
could not help but like you very much;
and when I left you, I went straight
to my room, and I kneeled down and
prayed that God would touch your
heart, for I had been told that you are
not a Christian. I told the Lord that I
loved you, and that I wanted Him to
teach me how to encourage you to be
come a Christian.”

As I talked to him, he kept looking
right into my eyes. He just kept look-
ing, until I felt embarrassed. He did
not say anything for a long time, and
then this was what he asked:

“Do you mean to say that you went
right to your room and prayed for
me?”’

“Yes,” I replied, “that is what I did.
And I have prayed for you more than
once, the last few years.” (The case
of this young man had been brought
to my attention previously, but I had
never met him before.)

Finally he said, “Listen!
saw anybody like you before.”

I had the joy of seeing that boy
make a very definite, and I believe sin-
cere, surrender to Christ.

There are many who can be reached
only through personal effort. The
representative of Christ must come
into personal contact with the person,
and seek to discover the key to the
man’s heart—just what it is that is
keeping him from accepting Christ;
and the method of approach is largely
a matter of loving. Many times I have
met young men and women who have
seemed to be warped and twisted in
their views of things; but as I went
on in my investigation, and visited

I never

-with them until I won their confidence

in me as one who really loved them,
they have opened their hearts, and I
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have discovered something, perhaps in
their heredity, or in their early en-
vironment, or in their secular educa-
tion, that blocked up the channel be-
tween them and God; and then it
became possible to remove that obstruc-
tion, and let the light from heaven
shine down into their hearts.

So often the difficulty is found to be
failure. Thousands of people have
tried and failed, and are in despair be-
cause of that background of failure.
But when you can sit down beside
them, and talk with them and pray
with them, and show them the way to
succeed where they have failed before,
many times the barrier is conquered,
and there is a complete surrender -to
Christ. I believe that this work can-
not be done through the pulpit. It can
be accomplished only through definite
personal work.

Referring now to the second point,
that personal, heart-to-heart appeal is
essential to success in the ministry:
the reason for this is that personal
work brings a man into closer per-
sonal fellowship with Jesus Christ
than can be obtained in any other way.
We are told that Jesus “ever liveth to
make intercession” for us. That is
what He lives for,~to save souls. Now
the way in which we enter into closest
fellowship with a friend is by becom-
ing united with that friend in that
which is his highest ambition. It is
the same in entering into fellowship
with the Saviour. The more deeply
we enter into His longing, His de-
sign, His yearning over souls, the
closer we get to Him., We recog-
nize that in our personal experience.
Two people who have one supreme am-
bition, and unite to attain to that am-
bition, are drawn close together. {'o
it is in our connection with Chrigt.
The minister who does his work en-
tirely from the pulpit is not able to
get as close to Jesus as the minister
who goes to the individual and through
personal contact touches the heart.
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God loves us. But He did not just
love us from heaven. He could not
win the heart of man by loving him
from heaven. He chose the way of
personal contact. “God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself.”
God, in the person of Jesus, came right
down here—came into your heart and
my heart. Jesus, as it were, sat down
beside us, put His arms around us, and
told us that He loved us. In that way
He reached us and won us. And in
that way we can reach and win a great
many who can never be won through
long-distance preaching. We must get
right down beside the individual, and
speak in a very definite, personal way.

So I think that this personal work
brings the minister into closer contact
with Jesus than can be obtained in
any other way. It gives him the per-
sonal touch with the individual life
and its spiritual needs, which is so
essential. No one ever knew a repu-
table physician to give a lecture to a
large congregation, and then prescribe
for everybody there. The physician
finds it necessary to make a personal
examination, to find out what the spe-
cific disease in each case is, in order
that he may understandingly apply
the remedy for the condition; and
even though all people had the same
disease, it is necessary for the physi-
cian to study the individual case and
make proper application of the remedy.
The same principle applies in the work
of the minister. I read from the Spirit
of prophecy as follows:

“It is in labor out of the pulpit,
among families, that the richest and
most valuable experience is gained,
and that the minister learns how he
can feed the flock of God, giving to
each his portion of meat in due season.
If there is a backslider, the shepherd
knows how to present the truth in
such a manner that the soul will be
convicted. He will leave the ninety
and nine and seek the lost sheep. But
if the shepherd does not visit his flock,
he knows not their condition, he
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knows not what truths to set before
them, nor what is appropriate to their
case.”—Leaflet entitled, “Preaching
Not Sufiicient,” by Mrs. E. G. White,
1892.

We cannot put too great emphasis on
the need of personal work. I cannot
see how any man, it makes no differ-
ence how great a work he may be do-
ing as an evangelist, can leave the per-
sonal work to his assistant and the
Bible workers, and not himself have
that inside knowledge of those spir-
itual diseases which he is seeking to
remedy and heal. However thrilling it
may be to stand up before a thousand
people, and see them deeply moved by
the Spirit as they listen to the mes-
sage from God, yet the richest and
deepest experiences come when we get
with“the one-soul audience,—that per-
sonal, direct approach, which Jesus
made His supreme method.

It is this intimate, personal, heart-
to-heart contact with men and women,
in leading them to accept Jesus, which
lifts a man’s discourses out of the theo-
retical into the experimental realm,
and makes them practical. It is possi-
ble for a man to be a good sermonizer,
and yet fail to accomplish the thing
that is needed. In listening to a man’s
sermons it is possible to discern
whether that man is doing personal
work,—definitely and earnestly going
from house to house, and from person
to person, seeking to bring men and
women face to face with Christ; or
whether he is talking theory, reaching
the head but not the heart. In ninety-
nine times out of a hundred, a man’s
discourses reveal whether or not he
has personal contact with sin-sick peo-
ple, and is dealing with each case in
a practical way for applying the
remedy.

The third point which I wish to em-
phasize, is the value of the example
which the minister sets before the
believers. The mission of the church
in the world is twofold: it is to win
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souls, and then to train souls to win
more souls. Now it is self-evident that
all the church members cannot be
preachers, and it is therefore manifest
that if all the church members are to
win souls, they must be taught how to
do personal work. How inconsistent
it would be for a preacher to say to his
congregation, “Now, I am to do all the
preaching, and you folks are to do the
personal work.,” People would not re-
spond to that kind of appeal very well.
The pastor who is seeking to establish
a healthy, normal condition in his con-
gregation, recognizes the necessity of
having every individual working for
the salvation of souls; but he cannot
expect his people to become enthusi-
astic about doing work that they do
not see him do.

The minister, as a shepherd, does
more than merely to impart truth. He
trains the believers in the service of
Christ. Now the members may be
trained to win souls in various ways.
If their training consists in merely
knowing how to solicit money success-
fully, or to sell literature successfully,
that comes far short of reaching the
true objective in training for the serv-
ice of Christ, as viewed in the light of"
eternity. The great essential in train-
ing, whether it be by the Harvest In-
gathering method, the selling of liter-
ature, or any other means, is to know
how to bring men and women to
Christ. And if the members of the
church see their minister going from
house to house, and in an earnest way
making personal appeals to individuals
to surrender to Christ, they will read-
ily follow his example, and base all
their activities in Christian service on
true heart experience. But no pastor
can consistently ask the imembers of
his congregation to do what he does
not do himself. In this situation, ex-
ample has greater influence than pre-
cept.

I repeat that it is the business of
the church, first, to win souls, and sec-
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ond, to train the souls won to win
other souls. We read that “the saving
of human souls is an interest infinitely
above any other line of work in our
world. Whoever is brought under the
influences of the truth, and through
faith is made partaker of Christ’s love,
is by that very fact appointed of God
to save others.”—“Special Testimo-
nies,” No. 6, p. 42. The very fact of
becoming a member of the church,
places an individual responsibility for
the saving of others. Some years ago
I came to the place where I decided
that I could not conscientiously bap-
tize a convert unless he assured me
that he had a definite burden to win
souls to Christ, and was definitely seek-
ing to win some individual. I do not
believe that a candidate for baptism
can be considered as really ready for
baptism until he is working for the
salvation of others. I think all the
records of souls won under Christ’s
ministry, and the records of apostolic
experience, reveal that when a soul
was converted, he went out that same
day or hour and won somebody else to
Christ. Therefore I do not believe that
anybody is ready for baptism and ad-
mittance into the church until he is
working for some one else.

Now I wish to refer again to that
paragraph which I read from the
Spirit of prophecy, and to read a little
farther:

“But if the shepherd does not visit
hig flock, he knows not their condition,
he knows not what truths to set before
them, nor what is appropriate to their
case. And more than this, as the
preacher manifests so little interest in
the souls under his charge, he cannot
set an example to the flock of having
an interest and love and watchecare
for souls. . . . The Lord cannot work
for those who are unfaithful, who neg-
lect their manifest duty, the most im-
portant of a shepherd’s duty. . . .
Now it is highly essential that men be
the right kind of laborers, for they are
molding the churches to do as the
preacher does; they feel that it is the
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right way to have just as little interest
in the prosperity of their brethren and
sisters in the church as the minister
has given them an example in their
way of laboring. They may raise up
churches; but they will always be
weak, and inefficient, and unreliable.
Such kind of work at such expense
will not pay.”—“Preaching Not Sufi-
cient.”

If our churches are not in the spir-
itual condition they ought to be in, we,
as ministers, should do some earnest
studying and praying to find out the
reason; for we are told that the
preacher molds the church to do as he
does. Sometimes we visit churches
where the people say, “Our minister
never visits us;” and the minister
says, “I am not adapted to doing house-
to-house work; I cannot do that.”” In
such a situation, it is very easy to find
the reason for the low spiritual condi-
tion prevailing in that church. If we
believe the statement that “the work
of God in this earth can never be fin-
ished until the men and women com-
prising our church membership rally
to the work, and wunite their efforts
with those of ministers,” then we, as
ministers, must put forth efforts with
which they can unite, and ever bear in
mind that much depends upon our
example in the matter of molding
the people to become true soul win-
ners.

We all recognize that the change
which has come to us in these days of
rapid transit by automobile—when the
preacher drives in on Sabbath morn-
ing, preaches a sermon, and then goes
on to another church—is not condu-
cive to personal visiting with our peo-
ple in their homes in a way to talk
with them calmly and unhutrriedly,
and to study the Bible and pray with
them, such as was witnessed forty
years ago. This is one great source
of the weakness which exists today in
so many of our churches, May the
Lord help us to engage in more effec-
tive personal ministry, and to have
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that love in our hearts which will con-
strain us to go after souls.
A few years ago a minister of the

gospel went to one of our largest pris-.

ons in this country, where seven hun-
dred men were seated in the chapel,
and as he preached to them their
hearts were touched by the Spirit of
God. When the minister asked how
many of those men wanted to turn
from their sins and be saved, all raised
their hands, except one, a boy fourteen
or fifteen years of age, who had seemed
to be entirely unmoved, and had the
appearance of being a hardened little
criminal. The minister then requested
the warden, as he took the men back
to their cells, to let that boy remain
in his seat. After all the men had
filed out, and the boy found himself
alone with the preacher, he leaned back
in his seat with a sneer on his face, as
much as to say, “Go ahead! I'm not

afraid of you.” The minister sat down
beside him, put his arm about him and
drew the boy up close, and held him
there a little while without saying a
word. Finally, the minister spoke, and
he said, “Charlie, wouldn’t you like to
have somebody love you?” There was
no response, except that the tears came
into the boy’s eyes and rolled down his
cheeks; and then the boy said, “Mis-
ter, nobody ever talked to me like that
since my mother died.” In a moment,
preacher and boy were on their knees,
and the power of God transformed that
rebellious, hardened, sinful life.

Love is the power that wins. It is
not mere commonplace words, but ear-
nest, brief, heart-to-heart appeal to
the soul. God works through that
kind of effort, and there comes into
a man’s public ministry a power
which cannot be imparted in any
other way.

Discussion From the Floor

J. W. WesTpHAL: I believe in per-
sonal work; it is really the only way
whereby to reach thousands of people.
The nearer we come to the hearts of
the people, the better are we enabled
to minister to them in spiritual things;
and we are to be ministers not only
of the letter, but of the Spirit, bringing
to the people that which their hearts
long for.

R. I. Keate: Not long ago we saw in
our conference a demonstration of
what can be accomplished through per-
sonal work on the part of the minister.
One of our ministers spent some time
in personal work in a very thorough
way, in Which he covered the territory
of four counties. He visited all the
isolated believers, and gave them per-
sonal attention in a true pastoral way;
and as a result, twenty-five people took
their stand and were added to the
church. We have found it pays to do
personal work.

J. T. Boertcuer: I do not see how a
man can be a successful minister un-

Page 16

less he vigits families in their homes.
I also believe that ministers ought to
invite the people to their own homes,
for many times people can get help in
that way which they would not get

" otherwise. When I was a young man,

I had an experience which has had an
influence on my life and has guided
throughout my ministry of forty-five
years. It was like this: An invitation
had been extended to old Father Hill
[a Seventh-day Adventist minister of
that time] to come to my sister’s home
and meet the pastor of the Lutheran
church for a discussion on some point
of truth. The Lutheran pastor failed
to come, but Father Hill kept his ap-
pointment; and I was there to hear
what he had to say about the Seventh-
day Adventists. Well, he did not say
very much to me at that time, but he
prayed most earnestly in my behalf;
and his prayer so touched my heart
that I broke down and wept. That
vigit and that prayer did more for me
than any sermon I have ever heard.
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There is 2 man here at this Confer-
ence, Pastor K. Sutta, from Riga—I
well remember the first visit I made in
his home. They had a big dinner, and
I could not tell you how many courses
they had at that meal, but it was a
marvel to me, and Pastor Sutta and
his wife wondered why I did not par-
take of all the different dishes they
offered. Not long after that, we in-
vited him to our home, and we served
a hygienic meal. When he got back
home, he said to his wife, “We must
change our bill of fare. We saw some-
thing today which we have never seen
before; we did not know it was pos-
sible to prepare a meal of that kind.”
And from that day Brother Sutta’s

home was changed. He gave up his-

business, and he has suffered in many
ways because of his love of God’s
cause. He is now a conference presi-
dent, and the Lord has blessed his
work, so that his conference has grown
from a few members to about eight
hundred at the present time. I believe
in personal visiting in the homes. The
pulpit provides for only half our work;
the other half must be done through
personal contact with people in their
homes.

G. E. Perers: In my evangelistic
work I find that people often have
questions which they would like to
ask, but which they are not willing to
have answered through the question
box. But as I visit them in their
homes, they feel free to tell me of their
doubts, questions, and perplexities, and
through this personal contact I am
able to help them, and perhaps lead
them to decide in favor of the truth.
Even though people become interested
through a series of evangelistic meet-
ings, there must of necessity be that
personal touch in the home. I will
refer to just one incident:

A young lady who had attended a
series of meetings was engaged to be
married to a bishop of the African
Methodist Church. She had become
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very much interested in the Sabbath
question, and believed that we had pre-
sented the truth; but her fiancé made
it very clear to her that unless she
gave up the idea of keeping the seventh-
day Sabbath, their engagement must
be broken, and consequently she gave
up coming to the meetings. But I went
to her home, and I sat down and talked
to her, and tried to help her see what
was involved in her decision. 1 re-
minded her of the experience of Moses,
who' chose to suffer affliction with the
people of God rather than enjoy the
pleasures of Egypt. As a result, that
young lady decided to break her en-
gagement, and was baptized and united
with the church.

F. D. WELLS: There is need of doing
personal work for people who are not
in the truth, but I believe that our
own people need this personal touch
also. I will relate just one incident
from my own personal experience.
Finding that there were a number of
people whose names were on our ¢on-
ference records,—isolated and scat-
tered members, concerning whom no
one seemed to know very much,—I
planned to make a tour through the
conference and call on every one of
these persons. I arrived at the first
address on my list about nine o’clock
in the morning, and I found the man
I was looking for out in the field plow-
ing. I walked out in the field to meet
him as he came down the furrow, and
as he stopped his team I introduced
myself as the president of the confer-
ence in which he lived. He dropped
the lines on the horses, gripped my
hand, and his eyes filled with tears
as he said, “I have been on this hill for
twenty years, and you are the first con-
ference worker to drive into my yard.”
He put his team in the barn, and for
several hours we talked together con-
cerning the advance of the message.
This was all quite familiar to him, be-
cause he was a constant reader of the
Review and Herald, but it was a great
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joy and encouragement to him to come
into personal touch with one of the
workers.

That was my beginning in thig kind
of work, but I have been making trips
out into the scattered {territory for
four years now; and on one such trip
I called on one hundred and twenty
families. I believe these trips accom-
plish a great deal. Not only is it a

real joy and pleasure to come in con-

tact with these persons, but I have
seen the tithe and mission offerings
advance. Many of our dear people are
entirely isolated from others of like
faith; they are faithful in sending in
tithes and offerings; they send their
children to our schools; and they have
a claim on the ministry for personal,
heart-to-heart contact, at least at fre-
quent intervals, for they have their
problems and they need encourage-
ment.

A. J. MexLesoHN: I want to say a
word in regard to including the chil-

dren in this matter of pastoral visit-

ing. It seems to me that one of the
finest things a pastor can do when he
is calling on families is to remember
the children. Not long ago I was call-
ing on a family where there were sev-
eral children, and as I was talking to
the mother I noticed a little boy, seven
or eight years old, sitting on a chair
and listening to all that was said.
Suddenly the mother said, as she fas-
tened her gaze on the child, “Elder
Meiklejohn, this is a very bad little
boy!”’
“Why,
asked.
She then went on to tell me how
Bobby had picked up a mouth harp
when he was at the home of a neigh-
" bor, had brought it home with him,
had been told to take'it back, and re-
ported that he had done so. But it
turned out that Bobby had not taken
the mouth harp back to the place
where he got it, but instead had thrown
it over the fence. Now when the

what is the trouble?” I
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- are going to do that again.”

mother had completed the story, she
asked, “What would you do with a
littla boy like that—who would first
steal a mouth harp, and then lie
about it?”

The little fellow sat there looking
at us, and it was evident that he did
not know exactly how to relate him-
self to the situation. I smiled at the
child, and said, “I don’t think Bobby
is going to do that again.” I went on
with my visit, but as I was about to
leave the mother brought up the sub-
ject of the “very bad little boy” again.
By this time the little fellow had
slipped up close to where I was stand-
ing, and I put my arms around him,
and said, “Bobby, I don’t believe you
Then
Bobby began to cry; and I knew that
Bobby would never do that thing again.

Let us keep the older folks in mind,
but at the same time do not forget the
children. I like to kneel down in
prayer with the father and mother and
little children, and I want to know
the children well enough to call them
by name, asking God to especially bless
Bobby and Mary and Anna and Joseph.
Such personal interest not only draws
the hearts of the children to the minis-
ter, but it wins the hearts of the fa-
thers and mothers as well; and it
helps to make our ministry more effec-
tual. .

Parure Gippings: I would not know
how to get along without combining
preaching and personal work. Many
times people say, I am not interested
in your church, but I am interested to
see what your life is like. They are
more interested in the sermons we
preach by our lives than in the ser-
mons we preach from the pulpit, and
I regard personal contact with the peo-
ple in their homes ag indispensable in
my work as a minister. When people
see their pastor among them, visiting
and praying with the people, they are
convinced that he loves them, and I
find that, as-a result of this work in
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the West Indies, many who had be-
come careless and indifferent are
brought back to the church.

C. B. Haynes: I wish to emphasize
the importance of praying with the
people in their homes. I sometimes
wonder if we fully appreciate the spir-
itual help which people receive when
somebody prays with them over their
particular problems. I have had a
number of experiences which have im-
pressed this deeply upon my mind,
one of which stands out most promi-
nently. In holding an evangelistic
effort some years ago, in one of the
cities of the Southern States, I made
it a practice to call on the persons
whose names we received, with a view
to having a talk with them, and I
made it a point always to have prayer
with them before leaving.

There was one woman who came to
the meetings, a very refined and cul-
tured lady, and she handed in her
name and address. Mrs. Haynes and I
went to call on her, but she seemed
quite indifferent. Her attitude was de-
cidedly on the defensive, and it was ap-
parent that she did not purpose to
tell us very much about herself. We en-
deavored to make our call as friendly
as possible, but when it became ap-
parent that we had made our visit long
enough, we prepared to depart. Just
before we arose to go, I asked, “Would
you mind if we had a word of prayer
before we part?” Something stopped
her reply—I don’t exactly know what
it was, but we kneeled down, and this
woman kneeled with us. I remember
that I prayed for her, and for her
home,—that God would abide there,
that the angels would be there, and
that the Spirit of God might lead her
in solving her problems and bring her
into close fellowship with Christ.

After we arose from our knees, this
lady said, in rather a hesitating way,
“Would you mind being seated again?
I am not through talking; I have some

(Continued on page 27)
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The Question Box

Problem Hour—Pre-Conference
Council

The Problem of Confidences

QuesTtioN: Should workers urge the
people to unlock the secrets of their
personal lives, thinking that by so do-
ing they will be better able to help
them to Christ? Or should the people
be encouraged to make Christ their
sole confidant?

Answer (by Meade MacGuire): I
can but state my personal opinion on
a question like that. Only a few days
ago an individual asked for an inter-
view with me, and said, “I don’t know
whether to tell you something or not.”
“Well,” I said, “don’t tell me unless
you feel that it is necessary in order
for you to obtain spiritual help; don’t
tell me anything that you will ever
regret telling me.” That has always
been my attitude. But there are per-
sons who carry in their hearts the bur-
den of sin until they become desperate,
and sometimes such a person will ae-
tually commit suicide. There comes a
stage in a person’s experience when he
feels that unless he can confide in
somebody who will pray with him, and
give counsel and encouragement, he
must give up in despair. When such
a one comes to a true minister of God,
he has a right to expect sympathetic
interest in his need, and practical
counsel for finding relief of mind and
peace of soul. But certainly the state-
ment or confession of such a person
should be guarded most sacredly. If
the experience can serve to help others
in similar situation, then the utmost
care should be taken never to disclose
the identity of the person whose ex-
perience is alluded to. Any worker
who does not sense the importance of
safeguarding the confidences imposed
in him is not qualified to do personal
work.
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But one of the greatest advantages
which come to the personal worker is
his confidential contact with these hid-
den secrets of the soul, which may

represent experiences common to a

great many people; and when he can
tell of victories won by people in deep
distress through conviction for sin
which has been covered for years, hope
and confidence spring up in the hearts
of others in a similar situation. Peo-
ple have often told me of their experi-
ences,—of stealing, or some other sin,
—and I have prayed with them and
seen them struggle through and get
the victory. And many times, when
I have referred to such experiences in
talking to young people in our schools,
I have had students come to me and
say, “What you related today is just
my experience, and I would like to
know how to make things right.”
Some very sad experiences often
come to light, which place upon the
personal worker very grave responsi-
bility for sympathetic interest, for tact
and wisdom to give the right advice,
and for sacredly guarding confidences.
For example, 2 young man came to me
not long ago, and this is what he
said: “I had an Adventist mother, but
I drifted away from the instruction
which had been given me in a Chris-
tian home, and lost my way. I went
out into the world, engaged in boot-
legging, and was apprehended, ar-
rested, tried, convicted, and sent to
prison for a year. Within 2 month
after I was placed in prison I was

made a ‘trusty,’ and then I skipped
out, and the authorities haven’'t got
me yet. What shall I do?” To answer
such a question is not easy.

I do not think that when we hold
these confessions as sacred and con-
fidential, we are restricted from using
them, in the right way, to help other
peopie get the victory. The point is
to guard sacredly those secrets in the
lives of other people which are of a
nature to be kept secret, and which
would lead to discouragement and seri-
ous harm should they become known.

Gur Denominational Name

QuEsTION: In our denominational
name is the second word “day” capital-
ized? and should there be a hyphen
between “Seventh’” and “day’?

Anxswer (by L. E. Froom): In all
our standard English publications—
the Review, Signs, Watchman, and of
course Tae MiInisTrRY,—the correct
form of our denominational name uni-
formly appears. The word “day” is
not capitalized, unless all three words
are entirely in capitals. “Seventh”
and “day” are always hyphenated. But
note: while “Seventh-day” is hyphen-
ated, the “d” of the word “day” is
not capitalized. This is just a techni-
cal point, but for the sake of accuracy
I wish we might check up on church
bulletin boards, calendars, and letter
heads, and see that our denominational
name is correctly spelled,—Seventh-
day Adventists.

A Deeply Spiritual Gcecasion

THE pre-Conference council of the Ministerial Association, with its
devotional meetings so well conducted by Elder Daniells, the Bible
studies leading into new depths in the word of God, and the round-
table discussion of problems involved in preaching the message under
present-day conditions, was a glorious success from beginning to end.
Harmony and love prevailed throughout.
prived of the privilege of attending these meetings lost a great deal,
and the future work of those in attendance will surely reveal the
tangible effects of this deeply spiritual occasion.

The workers who were de-

F. H. WESTPHAL.
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The Morning Bible Study

Monday, May 26, 8 A. M.

The Gospel of Experience
BY W. W. PRESCOTT
(Concluded from August)

Ler us look further into Paul’s ex-
perience. He states, “It pleased God
. . . to reveal His Son in me, that I
might preach Him.” You remember
Paul went to Athens and met those
wise men,—the Epicureans, the Stoic
philosophers,—and he reasoned with
them. Do you ever find among his
letters a letter to the church in
Athens? Why not?--He did not raise
up & church there. He went from
Athens to Corinth. He had learned
His . lesson. “I determined not to
know anything among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified.” 1 Cor.
2:2. There were some at Athens who
believed, but we have no letter to the
church. When I read that passage in
1 Corinthians 2:2, I put the emphasis
on the pronoun, because of the con-
nection. “I determined not to know
anything among yow.” I learned my
lesson in Athens, I met philosophy
with philosophy. I met argument
with argument. I tried to meet them
on common ground. I came to Cor-
inth, a city noted for its impurity, its
idolatry. I determined not to know
anything among them save Jesus
Christ and Him crucified.

Did Paul preach a complete gospel
to the Corinthians? Can we preach a
complete gospel now and do exactly
what he did? Do we? Do we take
that as our model, as our guide, and
act upon it,—go among people, sinful
people, heathen people in America, or
in mission lands, and be determined
not to know anything among them
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified?
Can you follow that plan and raise up

September, 1930

a company of faithful Seventh-day
Adventists? [Voice: Yes.] Do you
do it?

Now I myself frankly say that I
have heard subjects announced that I
thought would prove a problem to me
to know how to preach Christ crucified
under that subject. It may be that
by wandering away from the subject
announced, Christ could be preached.
But certainly He could not be sug-
gested in the subject. I think these
things are extremely practical to us
preachers. I am asking you these
questions to cause you to think.
Thinking over your own experience in
preaching, have you followed this
principle? Suppose I ask you a simple
question: Do you preach the second
chapter of Daniel that way? I do not
mean to expound the history and then
at the end to give some texts for the
gospel; I mean to preach the godspel
of Christ in the second chapter of
Daniel, and not bring the gospel in
from some other place. I want to
tell you in frankness that I preached
the second chapter of Daniel a long
while before I preached any Christ in
it, or saw any Christ in it, and I may
say (although there is no one here to
whom I am referring) that I have
heard sermons preached on the second
chapter of Daniel that sounded like my
own sermons before I saw the gospel
there. I hope I shall never hear
another such sermon. I hope we all
have come to preach prophecy, not
merely as a prediction of something
that is going to happen in the future,
but as the presentation of a Person in
whom things happen now and will
happen. I mean just this way: Christ
will not come the second time to save
a person in whom He has not already
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taken up His abode. Think of that
when you preach the second advent.
Christ will not come as a Saviour at
the second advent to one to whom He
has not already become a Saviour.

Now another statement in this first
epistle to the Corinthians concerning
Paul’s preaching: “We preach Christ
crucified.” 1 Cor. 1:23, 24. What is
the difference between preaching the
crucifixion of Christ and preaching
Christ crucified? Now you know as
well as I, that it is possible to make
a very deep impression upon an audi-
ence if we are gified in language, in
presenting that terrible scene on Cal-
vary, and yet not convert a single
person by doing it. The crucifixion
is a great fact; Christ crucified is a
great Saviour. We cannot get on
without the fact. Certainly not. Paul
didn’t. But it is not simply a fact,
something that happened long ago. It
is the Person who was crucified living
as the crucified Christ. You remember
His own words when He appeared in
such glory to the apostle John after
His resurrection that the apostle fell
at His feet as one dead. “He laid
His right hand upon me, saying, Fear
not; I am the first and the last, and
the Living One; and I was dead, and
behold, I am alive forevermore, and
I have the keys of death and of
Hades.” Rev.1:17, 18. It is theliving
Christ who died and who lives now.
It was not simply the facts about a
Person who lived long ago, and was
put to death. It was the fact that that
Person conquered death, and lives as
a Saviour, the living Christ.

Paul says, “We preach Christ cru-
cified.” How was he able to preach
Christ crucified? He tells us himself
in Galatians 2:20: “I have been cru-
cified with Christ.” Let me empha-
size the fact that no one can preach
Christ crucified who has not himself
been crucified with Chrigt. Is that
right? [Amen.] That means some-
thing in experience, doesn’t it? That
means a fellowship with a Person.
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‘with Christ.

It is very interesting to note the way
the apostle Paul writes concerning
this union with Christ. I jotted down
some statements: “Crucified with
Christ.” Gal. 2:20. Buried with
Christ. Rom. 6:4. Raised up to-
gether with Christ. Hph. 2:6. Ex-
alted with Christ. Eph. 2:6. Suffer-
ing with Christ. Rom. 8:17. Glorified
with Christ. Rom. 8:17. Reigning
2 Tim. 2:12. How does
it begin?—In death. How does it end?
—In reigning with Him on His throne.
But the death, the crucifixion with
Him, is an absolutely necessary step
to reigning with Him. “He that over-
cometh, I will give to him to sit down
with Me in My throne, as I also over-
came, and sat down with My father in
His throne.” The one who is united
with Him in His death, His resurrec-
tion, His burial, His ascension, in suf-
fering, will be glorified with Him and
will reign with Him. It is absolutely
impossible to omit the first step.

Let us note just a bit further this
union with Christ and what it means
to accept Him. Everything must be
personality. “Of Him are ye in Christ
Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom from God, and righteousness
and sanctification, and redemption.”
1 Cor. 1:30. He is made sanctification
to us. He is made redemption. He is
made justification. He is all. Christ
is all. )

The apostle Paul writes quite fully
about justification, you remember. He
teaches that we are “justified freely by
His grace,” “justified by His blood”
“justified by faith.” The apostle
James wrote about Abraham’s being
justified by works. Take those four
expressions,—grace, blood (death),
faith, works. But the apostle Paul
summed it up in one expression in
Galatians 2:17: “Justified in Christ.”
That is the fulfillment of that proph-
ecy in Isaiah 45:25, “In Jehovah shall
all the seed of Israel be justified.”
Jehovah became Jesus, the God-man.
And the apostle Paul expounded it in
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just those words, “justified in Christ.”

“Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with every spiritual bless-
ing in the heavenly places in Christ.”
Eph. 1:3. There is no spiritual bless-
ing apart from the Person. In having
the Person, we have every blessing.
But we ourselves do not realize it.
It takes study, prayer, personal experi-
ence, to realize what we have in Christ.
“In whom we have our redemption,
. . . the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of His grace.”
Eph. 1:7. Where do we have forgive-
ness?—In Him. Where do we have
righteousness?—In Him. Where do
we have sanctification?—In Him.
‘Where do we have our redemption?
In Him. What more do we need?

I would like to read some titles that
will perhaps suggest more to you than
anything I can say as to this Person:

“The inexhaustible Christ
The incomparable Christ
The infinite Christ

The incarnate Christ
The infallible Christ

The immaculate Christ
The immolated Christ
The immortal Christ
The ideal Christ

The invisible Christ

The interceding Christ
The immutable Christ
The indestructible Christ
The influential Christ
The illustrious Christ
The imperial Christ

The inevitable Christ
The irresistible Christ
The indwelling Christ
The indispensable Christ.”
“Christ is love to bleed;
Christ is grace for need;
Christ is food to feed;
Christ is guide to lead;
Christ is power to speed;
Christ is truth indeed;
Christ is living seed;
Christ doth ever plead;
Christ is all we need.”

That is the statement of the apostle
Paul in Colossians 3:11: “Christ is
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all.” Put with that the statement in
“Gospel Workers,” bottom of page 282,
“Christ is Christianity.”

‘We have just touched upon this sub-
ject. However, I think we have
enough to think about.

ps——————— —

Personal Testimonies

Deeper Life Confidences

Help When Most Needed

OR more than twenty-five years I

have been a minister of the gospel,
but never have I experienced such
blessings as I received while attending
the Ministerial Association meetings
prior to and during the General Con-
ference which has just closed. My ear-
nest purpose in attending the pre-coun-
cil was to receive help from God. I
was not disappointed; and, thank God,
help came at a time when most needed
in my casge. Just how this definite help
came, I cannot tell, but I know that
my vision in the vital things of God
was greatly enlarged, and there came
to my soul! a spiritual uplift such as
I was hungering for.

Since returning to my home, I have
been studying and praying that I may
get a still clearer view of the wonder-
ful provision which God has made
through Jesus Christ to restore that
which man lost through sin, in order
that the image of God may again be
refiected in His children. My soul was
in great need of this inner revelation,
and now I have been blessed, and
there has come into my heart a burn-
ing desire to be clad in the armor of
Christ’s righteousness, and to do every-
thing in my power to enable others to
secure this protection as the church
enters upon its final conflict.

A Crry PASTOR.

“ A HOUSE-GOING ministry makes a
church-going people.”
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Special Ffeatures

Brief Presentations Without Discussion

What Constitutes Thorough
Instruction

BY J. C. STEVENS

APTISM is a spiritual and sacred

ordinance; it is the literal and
visible phase of the new birth. Bap-
tism is the ceremony whereby the in-
dividual becomes married to Christ.
The “old man” to whom the person
has been married is dead, and is now
buried, and the baptismal candidate
is married to another, even to Christ.
He takes Christ’s name, is baptized
into Him, becomes one with Him, and
therefore in his experience he is first
taken to the cross and there becomes
crucified unto the world (Gal. 6:14),
in order that Christ may live in him.
When this has taken place in the life
of the individual, the result will be
that he seeks those things which are
above; he will not set hi§ affections on
things on earth, but on things above,
because he is dead, as far as the former
relationship is concerned, and his new
life is now hid with Christ in God.

After being taken to the cross, and
the world is crucified unto him and
he unto the world, and he hag entered
into the resurrection experience,
whereby he lives an entirely new life,
then he is taken a step farther, and
made to sit with Christ in heavenly
places. In experience, he now sits at
Christ’s right hand, which is a place
of victory, peace, and joy; and we
read, “Thou wilt show me the path
of life: in Thy presence is fullness of
joy: at Thy right hand there are pleas-
ures forevermore.” Ps. 16:11. The
one who is married to Christ and is
permitted to sit with Him in heavenly
places, will have so much real joy and

Page 24

pleasure that nothing which the world
can offer will have any appeal. He
who is exalted to such a position will
not desire to exchange it for any place
which the world has to offer. The per-
son who is baptized into Christ, and
has “put on Christ”—enthroned Christ
—will seek to glorify Christ in all that
he does.

The first point in considering what
constitutes thorough instruction is,
therefore, the necessity of placing in
the forefront all that is involved in
individual relation to Christ, which
baptism primarily signifies.

Second, candidates for baptism
should have thorough instruction in
all points of faith. Our doctrines are
important; they comprise a message
to the world known as “the advent
message,” and without these doctrines
there would be no “advent movement.”
The peculiar points of the message
should be thoroughly understood be-
fore baptism is administered, such as
the Spirit of prophecy in its relation
to the advent movement, the tithing
system, health reform, dress reform,
the ordinance of humility, denomina-
tional organization, et cetera. It is
an injustice to any person to bring
him into the church before he has been
made acquainted with all the doctrines
peculiar to our church. -

But doctrine without divine power
is of little worth. “Those who teach
unpopular truth today must have
power from on high to combine with
their doctrine, or their efforts will be
of little account.”—“Testimonies,”’ Vol.
IV, p. 378, “Truth is of no value to
any soul unless it is brought into the
inner sanctuary, and sanctifies the
soul.”—“Christ Our Righteousness,”
. 99. “A theoretical knowledge of the
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truth is essential. But the knowledge
of the greatest truth will not save us;
our knowledge must be practical. . . .
The truth must be brought into their
hearts.”—Ibid. “In the lives of many
of those whose names are on the
church books there has been no genu-
ine change. The truth has been kept
in the outer court. There has been
no genuine conversion, no positive
work of grace done in the heart.”—
Id., pp. 100, 101. “The five foolish vir-
gins had lamps (this means a knowl-
edge of Scripture truth), but they had
not the grace of Christ.”—Id., p. 103.
But Christ is “the way, the truth, and
the life.” He is the embodiment of
truth—the truth personified. He that
knows Christ, will obey from the heart
that form of doctrine which has been
revealed to him.

As the third point, therefore, in de-
termining what constitutes thorough
instruction, there must be recognition
of the principle that to be truly bap-
tized into Christ involves abiding in
Christ and walking as Christ walked.

God has given this people much light.
The Spirit of prophecy speaks of it as
“the accumulated light of the ages.”
Hence there is much light to be walked
in by those who become Seventh-day
Adventists. If this light becomes
merely a set of rules to live by, and
the truth itself does not become a liv-
ing, sanctifying power in the life, one
of two things is sure to happen,—either
the individual who has the light will
break the rules, or else the rules will
break him. There is only one way to
avoid this, and that is to have the
rules written in the heart by the
creative power of the Holy Spirit.

If one will indeed accept Christ as
that covenant of a new and better way,
the law will be written in his heart,
and he will keep the law gladly, will-
ingly, lovingly, instinctively. The
commandments will not be a set of
negative rules, but a positive force in
his life. He will keep the law without
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having to rein himself up for the pur-
pose of doing so.

If the spirit and truth of the Sab-
bath are written in one’s heart under
the light of the third angel’s message,
he will become a true Sabbath keeper.
He will not lean to Jewish extremes,
neither will he manifest nominal Sab-
bath-keeping laxness, as is so often
manifested in the lives of Seventh-day
Adventists. There will be a power
within the heart that guides and keeps
in the right way. “When we are
clothed with the righteousness of
Christ, we shall have no relish for
sin; for Christ will be working with
us.”"—Id., p. 121.

If one has the righteousness of
Christ imparted as well as imputed,
he will naturally fulfill the law of
righteousness, for “the righteousness
of Christ. .. is made manifest in obe-
dience to all the commandments of
God.”—Id., p. 36.

If one has the Spirit of God in his
life, he will bear the fruits of the
Spirit as naturally as a fig tree bears
figs or a rose bush bears roses. He
will do it without thinking; it will
flow naturally from his life. We read:

“Thus it is with the truly righteous
man. He is unconscious of his good-
ness and piety. Religious principle
has become the spring of his life and
conduct, and it is just as natural for
him to bear the fruits of the Spirit
as for the fig tree to bear figs, or for the
rose bush to yield roses. His nature is
so thoroughly imbued with love for
God and his fellow men that he works
the works of Christ with a willing
heart.”—*“Bible Sanctification,” by Mrs.
E. G. White, p. 12.

If “a man is converted to God, a
new moral taste is created; and he
loves the things that God loves; for
his life is bound up by the golden
chain of the immutable promises, to
the life of Jesus.”—“Christ Our Right-
eousness,” p.. 122. “The hungry,
thirsty soul will continue to hunger
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and thirst as long as it partakes of
these unsatisfying pleasures. But
those who drink of the living water
will thirst no more for frivolous,
sensual, exciting amusements. The
ennobling principles of religion will
strengthen the mental powers, and
will destroy a taste for these gratifica-
tions.”—“T'estimonies,” Vol. IV, p. §79.

True conversion, then, is the most
important thing. This involves con-
secration, and consecration will mean
righteous and faithful living. For ex-
ample, a truly consecrated person,
under the light of this message, will
naturally be a faithful tithe payer, be-
cause the underlying principle of one
is the same as that of the other,—the
recognition and acknowledgment of
God as the owner of all; that all be-
longs to Him—body, mind, talents,
life; members of body,—eyes, ears,
mouth, lips, tongue, cheeks, stomach,
appetite, hands, feet, et cetera.

In the cleansing of the leper, which
is typieal of the cleansing from sin,

_the blood was first put on the ears,

hands, and feet, and then the oil was
applied. The consecrated person, under
the light of this message, will eat and
drink to the glory of God. He will
walk in the light that has come to this
people in such rich measure, this
“accumulated light of the ages.”” He
will recognize that his tastes and ap-
petites belong to the Lord, and that
the adorning of the body must be in
harmony with the plain teaching of
the word. Consecrated ears will not be
open to the words of the evil one who
seeks to lure into paths of sin; con-
secrated eyes will not look upon evil;
consecrated feet will not take one onto
the dance floor or to other questionable
places; consecrated hands are not used
in card playing. All physical members
of a consecrated person are yielded as
instruments of righteousness.

In summing up the matter, we may
say that thorough instruction of can-
didates for admittance to the church,

Page 26

is based on the primary steps in con-’
version:

1. Repentance.

2. Confession and forgiveness of sin.

3. Imputation and impartation of
righteousness.

4, Consecration.

5. Sanctification.

Then the next phase of thorough
instruction embraces the steps of
growth in the Christian life; for as
in the natural birth, the babe in order
to grow must have food, pure air, sun-
shine, and exercise, so in the spiritual
birth there must be:

1. Feeding on the word—a desire
for the sincere milk of the word.

2. Receiving more and more of the
Holy Spirit, the breath of spiritual life
in the soul.

3. Bask in the sunshine of His pres-
ence,—walking in advance light.

4. Spiritual exercise,—working fo1
the salvation of others.

5. Faithfulness in availing oneself
of all the means of grace whereby to
grow in grace and in the knowledge o
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Batile Creek, Mich.

The Goal of Thorough Instruction

BY A. G. DANIELLS

[Remarks made at the close of pre
sentation by J. C. Stevens.]

THE object which we must keep in
view, in all our work and in seeking
to find out what constitutes thorough
instruction, is that ministers of the
gospel are called to do more than sim
ply make converts. The commission
which Jesus gave to the apostles was,
“Go ye into all the world, and make
disciples” And in writing to those
“disciples” that were made throug!
their labors, the apostles addressed
them as “saints” Who were they be-
fore they were made disciples?—They
were heathen; formalists, Pharisees;
they were a bad lot. But taken out of
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heathenism, they were made disciples,
and after that they became known as
saints of God—‘“saints scattered
abroad.”

Now we are sent to make “disciples;”
but that means more than making con-
verts to the dogmas which we hold as
a people. The ultimate goal of our
endeavor is to make saints; and we
shall not be able to do that until we
have ourselves passed through that
experience which lifts into the realm
of saintdom.

I believe that just here lies the secret
of our difficulty. The vital thing lies
back of all doctrinal instruction, how-
ever thorough that may be, and centers
in the need of a spiritual experience
through fellowship with the Lord Je-
sus. We may draw up rules and draft
resolutions regarding our difficulty,
but that will not accomplish what we
need. There must come into the life
of evangelist, pastor, district leader,
or any other worker in the church, a
spiritual experience which will enable
him to cope successfully with these dif-
ficulties, great or small. In the midst
of our spiritual activities our spiritual
forces become depleted, unless we con-
tinually drink at the Fountain; and
we cannot become channels of life
unless the current of life is kept un-
obstructed. We are sent to make
saints, not converts. In order to ful-
fill our commission, we must ourselves
pass beyond the stage of converts into
the realm of saintdom.

Discussion From the Floor

(Continued from page 19)
things I want to say to you. Your
prayer makes me feel free to speak
about them,” Then she told me the
story of her life, and of her need. She
said that she had been a church mem-
ber for about twenty-five years, and
that on no occasion had any minister
ever prayed with her in her home.
This had been such a disappointment,
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and she had allowed the matter to prey
on her mind to such an extent that she
had come to question the sincerity of
preachers in general, and had with-
drawn from the church.

‘When she learned of the meetings
which we were holding, she came out
of curiosity to hear what we had to
say, and to some extent she had be
come interested; but this wag what
passed through her mind when we
came to call: “When you came here
today, I said to myself, Here is another
one of those preachers. Many have
come and gone, and none have ever
prayed with me, or talked with me and
endeavored to help me, and I suppose
here is just another preacher of the
same kind.” She was watching us all
during the call, to see if my method of
personal work was the same as that of
other preachers. Of course I .did not
know this; but after we had had
prayer, her attitude changed entirely,
and she was willing to talk to us
freely. She said, “For twenty-five
years no minister has ever prayed
with me. I appreciate more than I can
express, the fact that you have been
willing to kneel here in my home and
ask God to bless me and to help me in
the little things that make up my life.”

It was prayer in the home that
brought the turning point in that
woman’s life. She became a member
of the church. So I think it is a very
important matter to come close to the
people in the fellowship of prayer.

There is another phase of personal
endeavor which should not be over-
looked, and that is to manifest a
friendly interest, and extend an invi-
tation to attend church services, I
wonder how many are familiar with
that incident of tragic neglect to invite
people to meetings. For the good of
those who may not have heard the
story, I will briefly relate it. When
that very able, wise, and brilliant Chi-
nese ambassador to the United States,
Mr. Wu Ting Fang, had closed his am-
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bassadorial duties, and was about to
sail back to China, he received an in-
vitation to attend church service. He
had gone to New York to take ship,
and on the Sunday night before he was
to sail, a native Chinese pastor in New
York City decided he would venture to
ask Wu Ting Fang to attend his meet-
ing. He called the ambassador at his
hotel, and said, “I have seen by the
paper that you are here, and that your
boat does not sail until tomorrow, and
1 wondered if you would be willing to
come and attend a Protestant church
service.”

Wu Ting Fang replied over the tele-
phone in this manner: “When I was a
boy, I came in contact with Protestant
missionaries from America, and was
influenced by the Christian religion.
But I lost that influence, and after
receiving my education and training I
became prominent in public affairs;
but all through the years I have not
forgotten what I learned from those
Protestant missionaries. When I was
sent as ambassador to the United
States from China, I made up my mind
that I would accept the first invitation
to attend church that I received while
in America”—then he stopped talking,
and nothing came over the wires for a
few seconds. Resuming the conversa-
tion, he said: “This is the first time
that any one has asked me to attend
church here in America: and now it
is too late!” Christianity had failed
to measure up to her opportunity to
extend the influence of the gospel in
that personal contact which had been
rightfully anticipated.

G. R. Wesr: I have been getting
much help from what has been said,
and could relate many personal experi-
ences; in personal work. But the thing
I need to find out is how a man labor-
ing under conditions such as many of
us are laboring under, can find time
to do personal work. Take, for ex-
ample, the case of a pastor of a city
church, where there is a membership
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of between 300 and 400. The pastor
has to officiate at weddings, preach
funeral sermons, pray for the sick and
dying; he must be campaign promoter,
and look after the interests of the
church school and church affairs in
general. I should like to hear the
men who are actually laboring under
such conditions explain how they find
time to engage in personal work. My
conviction is that personal work should
be made a part of every day in the
week; not isolated experiences here
and there through the year, but it
should be made our business. I am
obliged to confess that, in my personal
experience, as the problems have in-
creased the personal work has been
crowded out. When I read what is
said by the Spirit of prophecy about
pastoral work, I feel that I ought to
resign my work as pastor, because I
am not doing what we are instructed
to do. I have had many workers tell
me that they do not do very much
vigiting. I want to know if these
things we have been hearing about are
practical; and if they are, I want to
learn how to find time to do them in
connection with all the duties that a
pastor-evangelist has to take care of.

B. F. Bryan: I feel stirred with ref-
erence to this matter, and particularly
since the question was asked. Before
the brother asked the question, I was
going to speak on that very point. The
pastor who does not find time to do
personal work is no pastor. You can-
not feed the flock by running cam-
paigns. You cannot lead souls to
Christ by merely asking for money.
Many years ago I was taught a lesson
as to the importance of personal work
which hag stayed by me all through
the years. A simple-minded lad, an
epileptic, came to me at the close of a
service, and said, “I want you to pray
with me, pastor.” Like all other busy
pastors, I found many things to be at-
tended to, and I said, “All right, John.
Go into the study, and I will come and
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talk with you just as soon as I can.”
“Please, pastor,” he said, “come now.
I need you now.” I went into my
study and I talked with him. We
kneeled down, and we prayed together,
and the tears came down the cheeks
of the lad when he found the Saviour.
1 had done the thing which really I
did not want to do,—I had dealt with
the onesoul audience, but the lad
found Christ; and that was the means
of bringing his father into touch with
God, and that father is a preacher of
the gospel today.

I had my lesson! There is never a
time, no matter what we have in hand
to do, that if anybody asks for prayer,
we cannot find time to pray with him.
I cannot preach, and I know it. There
are some men who cannot preach, and
they don’t know it. But I know Christ,
and I know His power to save. I know
that He can put underneath the weak-
est of us His everlasting arms; I know
that He can lift sinners to God; and
I am very sure and positive that He
can save; and I am very positive that
He can bring men and women into
contact with this precious truth which
has come to all who are gathered here
today. I know of no other way of win-
ning souls to Christ but loving them
into the kingdom. Let us go back to
our churches and do it.

As to finding time for doing personal
work, I believe in putting first things
first; and that if we seek first the king-
dom of Christ and His righteousness,
these other things will come. They
are bound to come. You will not have
to put up charts, and use slides and all
the rest of the paraphernalia, as a
campaign promoter. Keep prominently
before the people that souls are dying,
that precious souls need contact with
Jesus Christ. That is what will win

every time. If you seek to spiritualize
all campaign endeavors, the money
will come.

"Rose E. Boose: Elder MacGuire
spoke of finding the way to the hearts
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of the people, and of the need of find-
ing out the nature of the spiritual
malady before attempting to apply the
remedy. I would like a little further
information as to just how to meet the
real needs of an individual in a tact-
ful manner. Would Elder MacGuire
please tell us how to find the key to
individual problems?

MeapE MacGuire: I suggested that
the key may be hidden in the back-
ground of heredity, or environment, or
education, or failure. Perhaps it will
be well to mention a personal experi-
ence which quite eclearly illustrates
how the key may be hidden in the
background of failure.

At the close of one of my meetings,
a young lady came to speak to me. 1
had noticed that she rose with others,
indicating a desire to be prayed for,
and I asked her to stay to the after-
meeting. But she said she could not

- do that, and that she would like to see

me the next morning. In my personal
interview with her the next morning,
1 recognized her as a person I had
known when she was a girl about fif-
teen years of age. She started in to
tell me the story of her experience,
and it was so sad, so repulsive, and so
sordid that I felt thoroughly disgusted.
She seemed so unconscious of the ter-
rible reality of what she had been tell-
ing me, that I felt there was nothing
to her, and that it was not worth while
to waste any time on her, when there
were $0 many other young people need-
ing help, who gave evidence of having
some standard of character and prin-
ciples. But I did not express my feel-
ings to her.

A day or two later, this young
woman stopped me and asked if she
might have another talk with me. I
was not anxious to talk with her, and
I said, “I am very busy; but of course,
if you really desire it, and really mean
business in the matter of the surren-
der of your life, I will talk with you.”
She said she would like to have me
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explain to her how to be converted.
So I met the appointment, although
rather reluctantly. I confess it all
with a good deal of shame now. I read
the Scripture, and tried to explain in
the most simple manner just how to
enter into the experience of the new
birth. Finally, she said, “BElder Mac-
Guire, I know what you are thinking:
You think you are wasting your time;
that I am not worth the effort you are
making.” She read my thought ex-
actly. Then she went on saying: “I
know that I am not worth anything.
You know my father and my mother,—
my father is as wicked as the devil
can make a man, and my mother is
selfish and worldly. Sometimes I
think I have inherited all the bad in
both of them, and nothing good.” Then
she burst into tears. But through her
sobs I caught the words, “I would like
to be saved, notwithstanding it all.”

I then experienced such a sense of
horror at my own self as I shall not
soon forget. To think that I should
consider myself an ambassador for
Christ, and yet have such an unkind
attitude toward a person. I knew her
father and mother, and recognized that
all she said about them was true. But
I did not realize that back of all that
unfavorable heredity there was some-
thing that I should take into account,
and that the Spirit of God could fur-
nish the key which would unlock the
door and set the soul free in Christ. I
most humbly cried to God to forgive
me, and to keep me from ever regard-
ing any poor soul as a worthless case,
That young woman was converted, and
is Iiving an exemplary Christian life.
That is what I mean by the key to a
person’s heart being hidden in the
background of heredity.

A. G. DanmErrs (Chairman): You
certainly have shown splendid interest
in the meetings of the day, and as I
sat here and looked into your faces,
and as I saw the crowd of people
standing around the door, who could
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net even find standing room inside, I
felt in my heart to invoke God’s bless-
ing to rest upon you all, and to make
this day’s meetings truly of lasting
benefit. I have come to the age of life
and experience when I place very little
value upon simply talk or discussion.
1 do feel very anxious, however, that
divine light and truth shall penetrate
our hearts and minds, so that there
may come to us a new vision and new
life in this great work to which we
are called. In our Bible workers’
meeting today, some one said that she
attended a meeting here in the Audi-
torium- some eight years ago, at the
time of the General Conference, and
the message given at that time sank
into her heart, and she went from that
Conference with a new life in her soul,
and she has been living that new life
ever since. That is what I hope will
be the experience of each of you when
you return to your fields from this
meeting.

I do hope that these good sugges-
tions which have been made here will
burn into our hearts, and make our
future experience better than the past
has been. This does not mean any
repudiating of the past; but, dear
friends, there is a higher plane of
daily experience giving us greater
power with God and men. We need
that experience. I feel that we should
ask God’s benediction to rest upon us,
and I will request Brother Bellah to

offer the closing prayer in our behalf.

Operations in World Divisions

(Continued from page 10)
to our missionaries who have few op-
portunities to meet in convention, or
to profit by association and counsel
with other workers. The Reading
Course books have likewise been very
inspirational and encouraging. Rarely
does the man in the jungle, or in gsome
far-placed mission station, have the
opportunity of choosing such excellent
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material for general reading, and the
workers speak in the highest terms off
the books comprising these Reading
Courses. The gecretaries of the Min-
isterial Association are to be congratu-
lated for the splendid selection they
have been able to make.

The membership of the Ministerial
Association in Southern Asia aim to
reach a full 100 per cent. We are hop-
ing the time is not far distant when
one of the secretaries of the General
1 Ministerial Association
will be able to meet with our workers
in the various sections of India, and
assist us in institute work, as has
been done in other divisioms. Such
effort is sure to be followed by in-

creased efficiency and success in life

and work, and result in a great for-
ward movement in winning souls.

The time for closing the Ministerial
Association meeting having arrived,
Elder Daniells called attention to the
fact that nearly nine thousand work-
ers had been represented by the sec-
retaries who had spoken; and through
Ministerial Association contacts, these
nine thousand men and women are
receiving encouragement and help
three hundred and sixty-five days in
the year, to enter into a deeper spirit-
ual life and to become more efficient
in the work of God. Surely this
worthwhile endeavor should receive
the prayers and the hearty support of
all God’s people.

Personal Impressions of the Pre-Council

THE pre-council meetings of the Ministerial Association afforded the
best ministerial help that I have ever obtained. The increase in spiritual
vision, the deepened sense of the importance of our work and of my
personal relationship to it, can never be estimated in its effect upon
my life. I shall be a better Christian and, I trust, a stronger worker for
having attended these meetings. And I believe that in saying this I am
expressing the sentiment of those who were in attendance. I am grate-
ful to God for the opportunity I have had of being present.

J. G. MircrELL, Miami, Fla.

I THINK the pre-council meetings of the Ministerial Association were
most excellent. They were very spiritual. The discourses given were
just what the church of God needs at this time for the deepening of
Christian experience. The round table discussions were of such a
practical nature as to be of real help to all workers in attendance.
I wish that all our workers might have been present at these meetings
from beginning to end, to share with us in the blessings that the Lord
gave. J. W. WESTPHAL, South America.

THE blessed Book says, “The path of the just is as the shining light,
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” I think that what
we have listened to in these meetings of the pre-council is in fulfillment
of this Scripture. As long as truth is advancing, as long as truth is
progressing, there will be new ideas suggested in their proper relation
to old principles. I have been informed that all through the ages
the Roman Catholic Church has held to the teaching that ‘“whatever
is nmew in religion is false.”” Just as soon as that idea is adopted,
whether in the Catholic Church or the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
there is the adoption of a creed. There comes to my mind that text,
“Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you.” It does
not say, Stand still. It says, “Walk.” It implies that present duty is
to walk; and if one does not walk in advancing light, he soon finds
himself in ‘darkness. E. W. FARNSWORTH, Glendale, Calif.
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PrePAREDNESS!— Thig is the hour of opportunity. This is the prep-
aration time. Spiritual, intellectual, mechanical progress should be seen
on every hand. What we neglect now will have to be worked out under
most adverse conditions, in case we ease down now. “In time of peace,
prepare for war,” is a sound adage. We face war with the enemy of all
righteousness and truth. Let us not be deceived by cries of peace or
overtures of a truce. The final conflict is inevitable. We must be
equipped, drilled, prepared.

CoNSECRATION! — Just what ig meant by that expression? It is not
a synonym for conversion. Peter was “consecrated” in the sense of
leaving all to follow Jesus, and even in taking up the sword in bloody
defense of his Lord. But he was not converted until the divine miracle
.of Pentecost transformed him. TUntil that hour, although intensely
ardent and active, he was controlled by impetuous ambition mingled
with cowardice. Let us not confuse genuine conversion with seeming
consecration.

Specianists! — Of course we wutilize and venerate the family physi-
cian — the general practitioner — for all common ailments. But when
we have an extraordinary need or a serious situation, we seek the expert
help of a specialist. Similarly, it is inconsistent to ridicule specialists in
the ministry. The general preacher meets most needs, but there is
likewise a place and a need for specialists in the spiritual field. We ac-
cept them without a word in the departmental and executive realms.
These are rated as indispensable. But in the evangelistic, revival, and
other spheres, we ag verily need specialists, who through extraordinary
study, experience, and recognized results are able to touch particular
needs. :

Jupcineg!—We need to beware about devising personal, arbitrary
standards of orthodoxy by which to judge the loyalty of fellow workers.
God has placed no such infallible instrument in our hands. He has
not so commissioned any one of us. Each is accountable unto God.

Music!—Would it not be well if workers without either musical
training or even a musical ear, who could not carry a tune if life de-
pended on it, would refrain from attempting drastic reform in denom-
inational music, 'and also from caustic criticism of those who do sing?
Financiers resent the “wise” remarks of those who cannot even budget
their own personal incomes and expenses. Administrators smile at the
cocksure advice of those who cannot even govern their own households.
And so it is also with those who have not been trained in the appre-
ciation and rendition of sacred song. Let the competent do the crit-
icizing, and suggest the reforms. And there is a sufficient number of
such experts who are godly, consecrated workers, to safeguard denom-
inational interests. L. E. F,
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