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SOWING THE WIND; REAPING THE WHIRLWIND

AN EDITORIAL

HE prophet Hosea lived during the
reign of both good and bad kings. He
seems to have ministered in behalf
of both Judah and Israel. He saw the
trend toward idolatry, for Judah was
rapidly drifting into the very sins
which Israel had been following since

the days of Jeroboam, and of whom the prophet

Hosea had written: “They have sown the wind,

and they shall reap the whirlwind.”

On one occasion, Ahaz, king of Judah, went
to Damascus to meet the king of Assyria, whom
Ahaz had hired to help him in a war against
two other kings. All this was contrary to God’s
plan for His people. They were to trust in Je-
hovall, and obey Him, and He had promised to
be the defense of His people.

While in Damascus, Ahaz saw an altar, the
dimensions of which he sent to the priest Uri-
jah, ordering him to have one made like it.
‘When Ahaz returned to Jerusalem, the altar
was completed, and the king had it set wup,
offering upon it the sacrifices of God’s people.
The brazen altar standing before the door of
the temple was taken from its place, and set
over opposite this new altar, which Ahaz
planned to have used henceforth for divination
purposes. :

“He burnt his burnt offering and his meat
offering, and poured his drink offering, and
sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings, upon
the altar. And he brought also the brazen altar,
which was before the Lord, from the forefront

.of the house, from between the altar and the

house of the Lord, and put it on the north side
of the altar. And King Ahaz commanded Uri-
jah the priest, saying, Upon the great altar
burn the morning burnt offering, and the eve-
ning meat offering, and the king’s burnt sacri-
fice, and his meat offering, with the burnt
offering of all the people of the land, and
their meat offering, and their drink offer-
ings; and sprinkle upon it all the blood of the
burnt offering, and all the blood of the sacrifice:
and the brazen altar shall be for me to inquire
by.” 2 Kings 16:13-15.

Thus because Ahaz failed to trust and obey
the Lord, but sought the aid of heathen kings,
he adopted heathen customs and worshiped the :
Lord after the ways of heathen kings. The
people generally followed their leaders. So we
read of the wickedness of Ahaz that “he walked
in the way of the kings of Israel, yea, and
made his son to pass through the fire, accord-
ing to the abominations of the heathen, whom
the Lord cast out from before the children of
Israel. And he sacrificed and burnt incense in
the high places, and on the hills, and under
every green tree.” Verses 3, 4.

Hezekiah followed Ahaz as king; but unlike
his father, “he did that which was right in the
sight of the Lord.” He repaired the temple,
caused it to be cleansed, and re-established the
ordinances and services of God’s worship. In
the cities of Judah the groves dedicated to idol
worship were cut down, the images broken,
and the altars destroyed. His reign was marked
by victory over his enemies, and by peace and
prosperity at home.

But there came a day of test for Hezekiah.
The record says that “God left him, to try him.”
He was sick unto death, but in answer to his
prayer his life was lengthened. The fame of
this miracle was known in distant lands, and
the king of Babylon sent letters and a present
to Hezekiah.

Some strange infatuation seemed to possess
Hezekiah., Instead of receiving the men hum-
bly, and ascribing praise to God for the miracle
that had been wrought, he showed the ambas-
sadors from the heathen king “all the house
of his precious things, the silver, and the gold,
and the spices, and the precious ointment, and
all the house of his armor, and all that was
found in his treasures: there was nothing in
his house, nor in all his dominion, that Heze-
kiah showed them not.” 2 Kings 20:13.

Very soon the prophet of the Lord came to
Hezekiah, and rebuking him for his folly, told

(Continued on page 22)
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As the church is purified by persecution, so
is it chastened by adversity.

THERE is something more essential than mere
study, and that is purposeful study. This is
vitally important for us as busy workers.

‘WHEN one or both of the premises of a propo-
sition are doubtful or erroneous, the conclusion
is bound to be. We should be sure of our facts.

As ministers and missionaries, we should
avoid political involvements in both our activ-
ities and our discussions. We are preachers of
the gospel of the kingdom, not social reformers.
Christ’s kingdom is not of this world.
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THERE is nothing which can be gained in the
whole realm of human knowledge that will
compensate for the loss of faith.

CHRISTIANITY puts no ban upon true scholar-
ship, and places no premium upon ignorance;
but all intellectualism is to be laid at the feet
of Jesus. Never should this be forgotten.

DENY it or not, people are too restless in
this age of rush to read lengthy treatises, as
in the past. Brevity is demanded. This is the
day of opportunity for tract, pamphlet, and
periodical. Condense your message by restric-
tion to essentials.

Ler us beware of a hard, unsympathetie,
cynical attitude toward the fallen. While we
are to hate sin, we are to love the sinner; and
if ever there be a time when understanding is
needed, it is during a period of spiritual col-
lapse. We need the kindness of the Master.

He who repeats a lie concerning a fellow la-
borer is equally guilty with the originator of
the false report. We as workers know the pre-
cise responsibility involved, and the principle
of procedure operative in such a case. The
golden rule is more than a detached ideal. It
has concrete application here.

It is when one is afraid of an idea that it
really makes its encroaching impress on the
soul. When you cannot answer its arguments,
cannot meet its logic nor disprove its facts,
the conviction is inescapable—though perhaps
unadmitted—that there must be truth in it.
How good it is that truth and fact have nothing
to fear, and ever court the light!

BOTH NEEDED

personal finances;

they should be.

BY M. A. HOLLISTER

ONFERENCES today are looking for men who are able to control their
men who are able to handle the finances of a church,
preparing budgets and working them; men who inform themselves con-
cerning the various departments of conference activity; and above all, men
._who_uphold in their lives. the principles.of the.truth._ In.this category ..
must be included Sabbath observance and health reform.

It may seem strange to speak of the first in this connection, but it is
nevertheless a fact that some are not as careful in the observance of the Sabbath asg
Many of our people are likewise failing in this particular.
second point—that of health reform-—altogether too many are careless, and have
become a stumblingblock to other workers and to members of the church.

Yes, men are needed and wanted who will do all this and more,—spiritual men

AND WANTED

On the

who do not wait to be told what to do, but see what is to be done and do it; men who not
only are informed and awake to their responsibilities, but who take active part in
Harvest Ingathering campaigns and other church activities; men who believe in
church schools and the whole program of Christian education; men who can be
counted on,—alert, active, full-time workers who set an example by their personal
earnestness and devotion to the cause they represent. There is a place waiting
for such.
Brookfield, I1l.
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Heart-to-Heart Talks on Vital Issues I

THE PASSING WORLD

BY BROBERT HARE

O Gop, the world is drifting,
Drifting away from Thee.

Its lamp of life is shading
A lost eternity.

The hope it grasped at morning
Dies e’er the blaze of noon;

It will not heed the message
That Christ is coming soon.

O God, the world is fretting
After the things of life,
And chasing fitful shadows,
Lost in ifs weary strife.

Its aching heart is empty,
By fancy’s dream beguiled ;

Its way is lost in darkness,
Its conscience sin-defiled!

O God, the world is passing,
Its sweetest friendships die,

Its brightest flowers all wither
TUnder a stormy sky.

Its richest treasures perish
And hope has_hoped in vain.

O God, the world is passing,
It cannot long remain.

Its great heart, turned to folly,
Still dreams alone of mirth,
Its vision, ever changing,
Rests but on things of earth.
God, wake Thy slumbering people,
Time’s sun is in the west,
Send forth the soleman warning,
“This world is not your rest!”

FORMALISM’S EVER-MENACING PERIL

BY J. W. WESTPHAL

| FORMAL religion, one consisting of
mere doctrine, form, and ritual, easily
maintains itself, for it has become
rigid and set. The testimony of his-
tory demonstrates this. Accordingly,
the various forms of paganism have
maintained themselves unchanged for
millenniums. Mohammedanism, a religion in
which the carnal nature is predominant, is
still essentially what it was from the beginning,
knowing no change of heart nor growth of

spiritual life, there being no lower depths to

which it could sink. Catholicism, without any
real conception of spiritual life, continues as
it has been for centuries. The secret of its
changelessness is in the death stupor that en-
velops it. It lives on in this condition because
it has no spiritual life to lose.

Any church, after it has degenerated into
formalism, may continue the same, or nearly
so, almost indefinitely. Whatever of truth it
has brought with it may remain, but stripped
of its vitality. The same is true of the indi-
vidual. He will maintain and proclaim his
religious theories and fight to the death for
them, and will pride himself on faithfulness
to his creed and his orthodoxy, and all the
while be devoid of spiritual life.

But it is different with a religion that is de-
pendent on life, as is true Christianity. It also
has doctrines and forms that are essential to
its existence, but its virtue and the value of
all its teaching lies in its life. This is its es-
sence. When this takes flight, it inevitably de-
generates into bleak formalism.

To retain this life, a continual conflict is

unavoidable. The carnal nature will ever seek
to assert itself, and it requires a continual fight
to maintain the faith by which we lay hold of
eternal life. “Fight the good fight of faith,”
says the Word. Unbelief has always been the
besetting sin of God’s people, not as concerns
correct doctrines and forms,—although it will
also involve these,—but primarily with refer-
ence to our personal relation to God as His
children. This unbelief in Christ as our
personal and experimental Saviour closes the
channel through which the life current flows
from the riven side of the Lord into the
heart and life of the child of God. To retain
this assurance and certainty requires continual
consecration, unceasing spiritual meditation,
denial of carnal desires, the suppression of self,
with all that this includes, together with per-
sistent, persevering, prevailing prayer.

In this is disclosed the reason why the church
so quickly degenerates into formalism. Even
those who have had the life, and the churches
which have had it in abundance, lose it if they
neglect the conditions of its retention. Doc-
trines may be received as a heritage from fa-
ther to son, but life must be received directly
and constantly from God through Christ. Un-
less this is kept to the front in all Christian
teaching and practice, it will not be long before
the husk alone remains, and of this the church
or the individual may be unconscious in all the
confidence of orthodoxy.

Here we have the reason why that noble vine
brought out of Egypt, so carefully planted in
a fruitful soil, and protected and provided for,
degenerated into bringing forth only wild
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grapes. It is the reason for the change in the
church represented by the change of the apoca-

Iyptic horse from white to red, then black, and,

pale,—where ‘death and destruction followed.
It has been the bane of Protestantism as a
whole, and of Protestants as individuals, until
today, as in the past, life is preserved only in a
few—a remnant. And in these few life will
be retained only at the cost of conflict, con-
stant submission to Christ, and the appeals of
sacred Scripture, with the Spirit’s far-reaching
application, and all in simple faith in our rela-
tion thereto.

The danger is hot less at present than at any
time in the past. Since it is true that Satan
has come down with great wrath at this time,
the danger to the remnant church is vastly
greater. His successful methods of the past he
will now endeavor to use with even greater
effectiveness.

A great system of truth in which the isolated
truths of all time are gathered and placed in a
new setting, that of the threefold message, is
confided to us. Because of the light thus given,
we are favored above any other people that
have ever lived. But unless we, as a church
and as individuals, maintain that living rela-
tion to God through faith in Him as our per-
sonal Saviour, we shall have ultimately but a
shell of religion left, a beautiful theory that
cannot save us. The inevitable result will be

formalism, dependence on a creed, whether
written or unwritten, as a hoped-for carnal
security.

This is perhaps the most insidious peril that
confronts us collectively as a movement, and in-
dividually as workers in that movement. Let
every soul beware of Satan’s schemes, for none
of us are exempt from his assaults.

Glendale, Calif.

NOTES AND NOTICES

Items of Interest to Workers

_ A rEMARKABLY illuminating. and significant
group of articles and letters has appeared in
recent issues of the Christian Century, chal-
lenging the so-called “Goodwin Plan” for church
support. The embarrassments incident to neg-
lect of God’s tithing plan for the support of
the gospel are numerous and ever changing.

Reap “Romantic Story of Codex Sinaiticus”
on page b. Written by a great British scholar,
it presents an authentic story that should be
familiar to every worker. Three thousand vis-
itors trooped into the British Museum to view
the manuscript on December 27, the first day
of exhibition, and among them a grandson of
Tischendorf, who discovered the manuscript
and could not sleep that night for joy.

TEE monthly “Valuable Quotations” are
gleaned with much labor and expense, from
sources not ordinarily available to the isolated
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worker. They bring comments of the repre-
sentative Catholic, Protestant, secular, and tech-

-nical press on: current events, conditions, or
* trends with which our workers should have

acquaintance. If you come upon some item of
unusual value, share it with your associates.
Be sure to attach full credit and exact date of
publication. Send the original if possible; it
will be returned if desired. All excerpts repro-
duced are verified, and so are dependable.

‘WE honor Seventh Day Baptists for their
championship of the Sabbath from the seven-
teenth century onward; but when difficulty is
encountered over points of denominational qif-
ference, the new tract, “Important Doctrinal
Differences Between Seventh Day Baptists and
Seventh-day Adventists,” prepared by W. A.
Spicer, will be invaluable.

Harry CameEroN and his wife, of Vancouver,
B. C., have a unique record worthy of emula-
tion. Following the 1933 Ministerial Reading
Course together, they reported completion of
the volumes on December 18, and received their
credit cards. At the same time they jointly
enrolled for 1934, What a fine example for
other ministerial couples! If any wives are en-
couraged to join by this suggestion, please no-
tify us, that your names may be enrolled on
our registration list. You will find the venture
enjoyable and profitable—and encouraging to
your husband.

TweENTY thousand Protestant ministers are
said to have been relieved of their charges
because of the financial situation. We may
well be thankful that so few of our men have
been released because of economic conditions.
Rarely has a productive laborer' been laid off,
unless retired because of advancing years.

THE reserve supply of the October MINISTRY
has been exhausted, yet requests continue to
come for copies. If any are not keeping com-
plete files, and have a copy of this issue which
they can spare, kindly inform us.

A rEw bound copies of the MinISTRY, com-
plete volumes for 1933, can still be secured from
the Review and Herald Publishing Association
for institutional or personal libraries. This
material is of permanent and practical value,
dealing for the most part with timeless prin-
ciples, and so constituting a valuable asset to
any minister’s working library. Order at once.

= -4 o

No brilliance, scholarship, eloquence, nor na-
tive ability constitutes the basic element of
a minister’s real power with man. These, if
consecrated, are valuable adjuncts, but are not
in themselves the essential qualification. They
are natural, human, and earthly, and are shared
with statesman, orator, and lawyer; whereas
the very nature of the minister’s calling de-
mands something supernatural, divine, and
heavenly—the witness of the Holy Spirit to his
words, and the impact of a transformed char-
acter upon the conscience of his hearers. And
this, thank God, is accessible alike to the ob-
scure and the prominent.
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ROMANTIC STORY OF “CODEX SINAITICUS”

BY SIR FREDERIC KENYON¥

HE announcement, made in the House of

Commons, that the British Museum has the
opportunity of acquiring, by purchase from the
government of the Soviet Republics, the famous
Codex Sinaiticus will send a thrill through the
heart of very one who is interested in the his-
tory of the Bible. The Codex Sinaiticus is one
of the greatest books in the world. It ranks
with the Codex Vaticanus as one of the two
oldest manuscripts of the Greek Bible, being
perhaps as much as a century older than the
Codex Alexandrinus, which has long been one
of the chief glories of the British Museum.
And in addition to its intrinsic value, it has
around it the glamor of the romantic story of
its discovery.

Its discoverer was the great German Biblical
scholar Constantine Tischendorf, and the story
of its discovery is that which he himself tells.
In the month of May, 1844, at the end of a
four years’ tour of the libraries of Europe in
search of manuscripts of the Bible, with a view
to the preparation of a critical text of the Greek
New Testament, he wag visiting the monastery
of St. Catharine at Mt. Sinai. There, one day,
he found in a waste-paper basket, among a
number of leaves of manuscripts on their way
to be consigned to the furnace, forty-three
leaves of a manuscript of the Old Testament,
obviously of very great antiquity. No objection
was made to his appropriating this supposed
waste paper, and he was informed that much
similar material had already been consigned
to destruction. Further inquiry elicited that
some other portions of the same manuscript
survived; but by this time the interest of the
monks had been aroused by the visitor’s evident
eagerness, and he was allowed to take no more.
He could only warn the monks that such leaves
were too valuable to be used to feed the mon-
astery’s furnaces. On his return to Europe he
presented the precious leaves to his sovereign
and patron, King Frederick Augustus of Sax-
ony, and in the University Library of Leipzig
they have since remained.

The Reward

Nine years later Tischendorf revisited Sinai
in the hope of securing the rest of the manu-
script, the age and value of which had been
confirmed by the study of the rescued leaves;
but this time all his inquiries were met by
blank negatives. He gathered the impression
that it must have been disposed of to some
other visitor, and was probably already in Eu-
rope; so he gave up his search. In 1859, how-
ever, he once more returned to Sinai, this time
under the powerful patronage of the Czar Alex-
ander II, the protector of the Greek Church.
He worked at such manuscripts as he could
have access to, without more thought of the

lost treagure; but on the last evening of his
visit (February 4, 1859) he happened to talk
to the steward of the monastery about the Sep-
tuagint version of the Old Testament, and
showed him a copy of the edition of it which
he had recently published. The steward re-
marked that he, too, had a copy of the Septua-
gint, which he proceeded to produce. It was a
mass of loose and unprotected leaves of vellum,
merely wrapped in a papkin; but there before
the astonished eyes of the visitor, when the nap-
kin was unrolled, lay the very manuscript
which he had been so long seeking.

A short examination showed that the prize
was far greater than he had ever anticipated.
Not only was there much of the Old Testament,
but (far more valuable) there was the whole
of the New Testament, perfect from beginning
to end, together with two early Christian
works which were sometime associated with the
canonical books, the epistle of Barnabas and a
great part of the “Shepherd’ of Hermas. Of
the former no Greek copy was then known to
exist; and Tischendorf (thinking it, as he said,
sacrilege to sleep) spent the rest of the night
in transcribing it. He could not prolong his
visit to the monastery, but he persuaded the
monks to send the manuscript to Cairo, where
a first transeript of it was hurriedly made;
and on his return to Europe he set more pow-
erful forces in motion.

Eventually the monks were prevailed on to
present the precious treasure to the czar, the
patron of their church, in return for gifts to
the value of 9,000 rubles; and so it was con-
veyed to the Imperial Library at St. Petersbhurg,
which was its home until the Russian Revolu-
tion. An edition in facsimile type was pub-
lished in 1862, some advance sheets of which
were a feature of the Great Exhibition of that
year in London.

The Codex Sinaiticus is a magnificent vol-
ume. As an example of the seribe’s art it is
more impressive than its rival in the Vatican.
Its leaves, of fine vellum, measure 15 inches by
13% inches, and the text is arranged in four
columns on each page, except in the poetical
books of the Old Testament, which have only
two columns. When the volume lies open,
showing eight columns across a wide expanse
of vellum, it recalls the appearance of the papy-
rus rolls from which it was no doubt copied.
Like practically all early manuscripts, it has

*This invaluably informative article is reprinted
from the London Times of December 20, 1933. The
acquisition of this Codex by the British Museum for
£100,000 ($510,000), is the greatest book purchase of
all time, twice, in fact, as much as was ever before
paid for any single printed or written document. Its
value, and the important role it bas played in the
establishment of the Biblical text, is bere told. These
facts should be familiar ground to every worker in
the advent movement.—EDITORS.
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no ornamentation; its beauty consists in its
admirable penmanship. The writing is a rather
large uncial, the work (according to Tischen-
dorf) of four different scribes; but the whole
of the New Testament is in one hand. Pale-
ographers are agreed in assigning its date to
the fourth century. Earlier than about the
middle of that century it cannot be, since it
has in its margins the section numbers com-
piled for the Gospels by Eusebius, who died in
340 A. p.; and other evidence proves that it
cannot be materially later.

The Contents

In contents the Codex (as already stated) has
the whole of the New Testament, with the
epistle of Barnabas and part of the “Shepherd”
of Hermas. These occupy 148 leaves. Of the
Old Testament there are ninety-nine leaves
(about two fifths of the whole), of which forty-
three are at Leipzig. The Leipzig leaves con-
tain portions of Chronicles, 2 Esdras, Esther,
Tobit, Jeremiah, and Lamentations; the St.
Petersburg (henceforth, we hope, the British
Museum) leaves, small fragments of Genesis
and Numbers, the remainder of Tobit and Jere-
miah, and the whole of Judah, Isaiah, the minor
prophets (except Hosea, Amos, and Micah),
and 1 and 4 Maccabees.

For the text of the Greek Bible in both Tes-
taments it is of primary authority. At the
time of its discovery the text of the only man-
uscript of equal age, the Codex Vaticanus, was
very imperfectly known; but when editions of
that manuscript were published by Tischendorf
in 1867 and by Vercellone and Cazza in 1868,
it became evident that thege two earliest author-
ities presented a text of the Gospels differing
in many important details from that of which
the Codex Alexandrinus was the principal rep-
resentative. It is, on the whole, a shorter text;
for example, it omits the last twelve verses of
St. Mark and the episode of the woman taken
in adultery, and has shorter versions of the
Lord’s prayer and the incident of the pool
of Bethesda in St. John. Together these
two manuscripts are the champions of that
type of text which Westcott and Hort desig-

nate as “neutral,” which is embodied in their

“editionof the New Testament, and which has
left decisive marks on our own Revised Ver-
sion.

The place of origin of the Sinaiticus has been
a matter of some dispute among scholars, but
opinion has generally come round to the view
that it was probably written in Egypt. There
is reason, however, to believe that at an early
date it was in the library at Cesarea, which has
always been known to have been an important
center of Biblical study, and which has recently
come more into notice through the identifica-
tion by Lake, Streeter, and others of a specifi-
cally “Casarean” type of the Gospels text. The
Sinaiticus has been extensively corrected, and
there is good reason to connect one group of
correctors with Czsarea. The study of these
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corrections is therefore important, and this is
one reason for satisfaction that the manuscript
should be in a place easily accessible to schol-
ars; for the attribution of corrections often
depends on such questions as the color of ink,
for which no photographs can take the place
of the original.

Enough has perhaps been said to show the
value of the new acquisition which is now
within the reach of our nation. Since the
date of discovery, the Sinaiticus and Vaticanus
have been in the forefront of all controversy
on the text of the Bible. Quite recently (as
was announced in these columns two years ago)
portions of papyrus manuscripts have come to
light which are perhaps a hundred years older;
but these consist only of thirty mutilated leaves
of the Gospels and Acts and ten each of the
Pauline epistles and the Revelation. The Sinai-
ticus and Vaticanus still remain the oldest sub-
stantial authorities for our Bible text, and as
such are of outstanding value among all books.
The nation will surely not grudge for such a
book a price considerably less than that which
is paid for a single picture of the Italian
Renaissance. With the Codex Sinaiticus and
Codex Alexandrinus in the British Museum,
and the Codex Bezae (the principal representa-
tive of the so-called “Western” text of the Gos-
pels and Acts) at Cambridge, this country may
more than ever claim to be the home of Bible
scholarship, a claim justified by such names
as -Walton, Mill, Tregelles, Westcott, Hort,
Wordsworth, and Sanday in the past, and
White, Lake, Streeter, and Burkitt today in the
sphere of New Testament criticism, and Holmes
and Parsons, Swete, Brooke, and McLean in
respect of the Septuagint.

xx xx )
xx xx x»'

Tuere is danger lest hard-driven executives
become managers, or even business managers,
and slip from that spiritual Ileadership re-
quired and expected of such.

Don’t
Don't announce that you have had no time
for preparation of your sermon. If true, it

will be discovered by the discerning. In any
event, it only handicaps your presentation.

Don’t “wise crack” in the pulpit. It has none
of the wisdom of heaven. It is poor taste, and
poorer Christianity.

Don’t try to tell all you know at one time.
Leave some things for the next appointment.
In other words, have mercy on the people in
the pew.

(What is the “Don’t” that distresses you

most? Send it in to the editor for this little
feature.)
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%5 CONFIRMING THE FOUNDATIONS G

Historical, Theological, and Scientific Research

FLOODLIGHTS ON THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT

BY J. N. ANDERSON

OT long ago Dr. A. T. Robertson, one of

America’s foremost scholars in the field of
New Testament Greek, made the following
statement: “It is now over four hundred years
since the Greek New Testament of Erasmus
made such a sensation in Europe. Over a thou-
sand editions of the Greek New Testament
have since been printed. The new light on
the language of the New Testament is as ro-
mantic as the work of Erasmus. We are just
beginning the most wonderful period in the
study of the Greek New Testament. Happy are
they who are wise enough to use the new
means within their grasp to learn the word of
God.”

Very naturally, one asks the question, On
the basis of what fact or facts did Dr. Rob-
ertson make such a statement? For decades
his intensely studious and fruitful life has
been all but completely absorbed in the study
of the Greek New Testament, and as a matter
of course he has come to regard this little
Greek volume of the ancient world as both
vital and of absorbing interest. He is also
conscious of the fact that there is no other
book in the world equal to it. Together with
its companion volume, the Old Testament, it
is unique in the world of multiplied books. Of
this same Greek New Testament, Dean Alford,
one of England’s late New Testament scholars,
said, “Here is the wisdom of the world.”

Very consistently Dr. Robertson insists that
all who aspire to be leaders in the living
message of that book should be thoroughly in-
formed as to its teachings on the basis of its
original language. But since that has ever been
true, the question still remains, Why does he
maintain that now is the urgent and oppor-
tune hour for study of the New Testament in
the Greek?

As we all know, our printed Greek New Tes-
tament was the product of the Reformation tide
of Luther’s day, and one of the spiritual earth-
quakes that shook Europe and all Christendom
to the very foundation. With a few unimpor-
tant alterations, the Greek New Testament is
the same unique piece of writing that it was
when it came from the hand of that Protestant-
minded Roman Catholic scholar, Erasmus, in
1516. Fundamentally it will ever abide the
same. Its witness and message have been fixed
for all time. But while that is assuringly true,
it is equally true that since the momentous
period of the Reformation, discoveries of many
valuable manuscripts, versions, early quota-

tions of the Fathers, papyri, inscriptions, mini-
atures, and the like have been made, all of
which throw a flood of light on this little book,
the Greek New Testament.

Erasmus had a mere handful of manuscripts
—perhaps a dozen—out of which, in the provi-
dence of God, he built his Greek New Testa-
ment. Today there are ‘“about forty-six hun-
dred, including the New Testament commen-
taries of the Church Fathers.” The vast ma-
jority of these have been recovered in recent
years, and the volume of these precious docu-
ments is being added to almost daily. It must
be that Dr. Robertson had these in mind
when he said what he did, since by their wit-
ness the New Testament speaks in clearer and
more decisive tones.

It is only about seventy years since Tischen-
dorf made his epoch-making discovery of that
rare manuscript (the Codex Sinaiticus) near
Mt. Sinai, which with much anxiety and joy
he committed to the czar of Russia. It is con-
sidered second to only one other manusecript
in the world. Almost countless texts on papyrus
(the ancient name for the paper made from the
reed fiber) have in the last thirty-five years or
so been unearthed, mainly in Egypt, and along
with them many inscriptions, ostraca (writ-
ings on broken pieces of pottery),—all of which
serve to give clearer insight into the meaning
of the words of the Greek New Testament. In
the light of these papyri and inscriptions, the
(Greek New Testament is seen to be a book writ-
ten in the vernacular, the language of the com-
mon people, just as all the nearly one thousand
translations of the Bible now accessible in the
world are in the vernacular, and so speak to
the masses in their own familiar language.

Just as Paul and the other writers of the
books and letters of the New Testament wrote
in the speech of the common people, using the
current words and phrases, not of the scholars,
but to the average man, so these papyri, com-
prising private and official letters from all
ranks of society, business contracts, deeds of
property, receipts, mortgages, marriage con-
tracts, and death notices, are likewise found
to have been written in the everyday speech
of the common people. These papyri cover a
period of more than five hundred years, from
about 250 B. c. to threé or four hundred years
after the beginning of the Christian era. These
writings were almost exclusively in the Greek
language, and reveal the literary status of the
magses in the Greco-Roman world of the New
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Testament age. For this reason these discov-
eries are like so many comments on the words
or language employed by Paul and John and
Peter, when they wrote their inspired messages.

Furthermore, Dr. Robertson must have had
in mind the important manuscripts of the
New Testament that have come to light within
the last few years. There is the Washington
Codex (of the four Gospels), now housed in
‘Washington, D. C. It is one of a group of four
manuscripts containing portions of the Bible,
and secured by Mr. Charles Freer of Detroit,
in the winter of 1906, from Cairo. Without
doubt this is the greatest manuscript treasure
in America. Then there is the Rockefeller-
McCormick manuscript brought to light within
the last four or five years, now the property
of Mrs. McCormick and her heirs (in Chicago).
It is late, probably from the thirteenth cen-
tury; yet it brings its contribution to the little
Greek volume we are studying. It is beauti-
fully illuminated. Still another manuscript
containing the four Gospels, is the Koridethi
Codex, which came to light in 1913 in the Cau-
casus region, and is now in Tiflis. This is
said to be very important.

The latest and most important discovery is
the Chester Beatty Biblical Papyri. It was
secured some three years ago in Cairo by Mr.
Beatty from a shop dealing in all such ancient
documents. It was brought to England and
placed in the British Museum, and having been
carefully studied by Sir Frederic G. Kenyon,
one of England’s first scholars in that field, it
is now being offered to the world for examina-
tion. This manuscript (being issued in twelve
parts) dates, it is held, from the second cen-
tury and onward, thus the earliest manuscript
known to date. The writing is on papyrus, not
vellum or parchment, as in the case of the other
early manuscripts that date from the fourth
eentury. It would seem that this latest man-
useript, then, may have been written, at least
in part by some Christians who lived near
enough to the apostolic age to have known the
apostle John. Sir Frederic tells us that it is
“confirmatory;” that is, it confirms our New
Testament as we have had it all along. But

__how.fascinating .it is to .gaze at such ancient. _

words, and then realize that they have been
preserved for our day, living and almost vocal
with the words of our Lord and Master and the
men who went forth and witnessed for Him.

Washington, D. C.
HH = o

IT is just after a period of especially close
fellowship with God-—a mountain-top experi-
ence—that Satan seeks to hurl us down to the
valley depths of reaction, discouragement, or
apathy. Let us, advised in advance of his
schemes, defeat his aims. To know the enemy’s

plans makes their accomplishment a serious
challenge to our watchfulness, and our defeats
the more inexcusable.
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KINDLY CORRECTIVES
Better Speech and Conduct

Keep the Pulpit Tidy
BY W. A. BUTLER

N Israel’s day God gave explicit instruction

as to the care of His sanctuary, and later
of the temple, not only concerning the outward
appearance, but each piece of furniture was to
be used only for that to which it had been
dedicated. Should we not be as careful now.
with God’s house of worship and furniture?
The desk from which the divine word is now
preached may well be likened to the ancient
altar. All eyes are turned to it while the heart
is lifted to God. The minister, or elder, is
seated directly behind it. But what is he all
too frequently compelled to view, when his
mind should be entirely on his message and
the needs of the people?

‘When the congregation is worshiping toward
the altar, everything may look orderly. But
from behind the desk what may sometimes be
seen?—Soiled handkerchiefs, hammer, nails,
tacks, chalk, eraser, soiled rag or janitor’s
duster, fans, keys, lost articles (watches, pins,
brooches, pocketbooks, pens, pencils, toys, ete.),
Sabbath school supplies, record books, flags,
charts, Harvest Ingathering supplies, electric
light supplies, wire, fruit jars, flower vases, etc.
These are some of the things that the one
ministering sometimes beholds, while waiting
for the moment to begin preaching. Not in-
frequently these disorderly items tumble under
the feet of the speaker.

The altar of the Lord is not to be a “catch
all.” It may well be considered the most sacred
piece of furniture in the house of God. Would
not Christ, if on earth today, say, “Take these
things hence”? Let us as workers see that the
janitor is held responsible for keeping the altar
clean and garnished, as the heart of the wor-
shiper should be. If anything is placed on the
shelf in the desk, let it be the Bible only, or

such-other:-books.as-the minister will meed-for- - -

the service. Each church should provide a
suitable place, or chest, to keep the articles
not pertaining to the altar, and the janitor
should have the co-operation of all to see that
the desk is empty and tidy.

Let us do all in our power to see that these
earthly altars have the proper connection with
the one in heaven, where the angel has incense
to offer with the prayers of all the saints upon
the golden altar which is before the throne.

Berrien Springs, Mich.
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LET us not tirade against riches. It is the
love of money that is the root of all kinds of
evil.
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HOMILETIC HELPS

The Principles and Practice of Preaching

& |

THE SEVEN BEATITUDES OF REVELATION

BY L. B. SCHICK

I. The Seven Blessings.

1. “Blessed” occurs seven times in Revela-
tion: Rev. 1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6;
22:7, 14.

2. The blessings of Matthew 5 are called bea-
titudes. “Beatitude” means “consummate
bliss.”

3. “The number ‘seven’ indicates complete-
ness.—“The Acts of the Apostles,” p. 585.

II. A Group of Last-Day Blessings.

1. A time when they are especially needed.
2. The Revelation is a last-day book.
3. Bach blessing indicates its last-day appli-

cation.

a¢. Rev. 1:3. “The time is at hand.”

b. Rev. 14:13. Time of the third angel’s
message.

c. Rev. 16:15, 16. Time of Armageddon.

d. Rev. 19:9. Time of the supper call.

e. Rev. 20:6. The first resurrection.

f. Rev. 22:7. At time of His coming.

g. Rev. 22:12, 14, Time of reward.

III. A Study of These Blessings.
(Not in the order of their occurrence, but as
they would apply in our experience.)
1. “Blessed” in the opportunity to know the
truth.
a. Two ways of receiving knowledge:
(1) “Eyes,” Rev. 1:3: “Blessed is he
that readeth.”
(¢) Important questions on read-
ing. Luke 10:26; Acts 8:30.
(b) Eyes may need attention. Ps.
119:18; Rev. 3:18.
(2) “Ears,” Rev. 1:3: “Blessed” are
“they that hear.”
(a) A call to hear. Rev. 2:7, 11,
17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 13:9.
(b) “Incline your ear, and

hear.” JIsa. 55:3.
b. Some do not see or hear for lack of
opportunity.

(1) We must carry the message to
them. Rom, 10:14, 15,
(2) Home and foreign missions.
1:8; Matt. 28:19, 20; 24:14.
¢. Some will not see or hear. Isa. 6:9, 10;
Acts 28:26, 27.
(Revelation not sealed as was Daniel.
1:1; Dan. 12:4; Rev. 22:10.)
2. “Blessed” in the invitation offered and ac-
. cepted.
a. The marriage supper invitation.
19:9; Luke 14:17-24.
3. “Blessed” in preparation.
a. “Blessed are they that wash their
robes.” Rev. 22:14.
b. Robes need washing.

Acts

Rev.

Reyv.

Isa. 64:6; 1:18.

4. “Blessed” in life.

@. “Blessed is he that keepeth his

garments.” Rev. 16:15.
b. Robes to be kept “clean and white.”
Rev. 19:8.

¢. Avoid all defilement: “Touch,” “taste,”
“See,” “hear,” “Sa.y,” “do,” “gO not,”-‘-‘
unless He commands or consents.
d. “Obey,” “keep,” “do.” Rev. 1:3; 22:7, 14.
(1) Christ so told a young man. Matt.
19:17.
(2) Some will obey. Rev. 14:12; 12:17.
(3) Rule of life. Eeccl. 12:13; 1 John 3:
4; Rom. 7:7, 3:20, 21.
(4) Standard of judgment.
10-12.
5. “Blessed” in waiting for His coming.
a. If alive, “Blessed is he that watcheth.”

James 2:

Rev. 16:15.
He comes to “them that look for Him.”
Heb. 9:28.
Illustration: Sleeping sentinel whose

outer garment is taken away by his su-
perior officer, who finds him asleep on
duty.
b. If at rest “in the Lord,” “blessed.” Rev.
14:13. Key word: “henceforth.”
(1) “Blessed” in the resurrection.
(a) Advent believers to have spe-
cial resurrection.
“All who have died in the faith
of the third angel’s message
come forth from the tomb
glorified, to hear God’s cove-
nant of peace with those who
have kept His law.”—“The
Great Coniroversy,” p. 6837.
(See “Early Writings,” p.
285.)
(b) All believers in the first resur-
rection. Rev. 20:6.
(¢) “Whether we wake or sleep.”
1 Thess. 5:10.
If faithful, saved. 1 Thess. 4:
15-17; Heb. 11:39, 40.
6. ‘2‘0Blessed” in escaping second death. Rev.
6.
7. “Blessed” in reward.
¢. Rev. 22:24. A right to enter city of God.
b. Rev. 2:7. A right to tree of life.
c. Rev. 20:6. “Priests” in service.
d. As “kings,” will “reign with Him.”
IV. This “Blessed” Experience for All.
1. “He”—the faithful individual. Rev. 1:3;
16:15; 20:6; 22:7.
2. “They”—the company of the saved. Rev.
1:3; 14:13; 19:9; 20:6; 22:14.
Detroit, Mich.
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ANALYSES OF NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS
In the Chronological Order of Writing

Note: The reading of the New Testament in the historical order of writing is part of
the 1934 Ministerial Reading Course, though all readers are urged to participate, whether

enrolled for the course or not.

The order of these analytical outlines will correspond with

the order found on the chart to appear in connection with the series on ‘“The Formation

of the New Testament Canon.”’—Editors.

Analyses by H. CAMDEN LACEY

T he First Epistle to the T hessalonians:

“In Christ Glorified”’

Theme: The Second Coming of Christ, and Its Effect
Upon Believers
1. Salutation. 1:1

I1I. Personal Alusions: 1:2 to 3:13

1. A grateful remembrance of their conversion to God,
and growth in Christian experience. 1:2-10

2. An earnest exhortation to brotherly love and sober

attention to private business. 4:9-12

3. 8hs_picial revelation regarding the second coming of
rist:

a. The living and deceased righteous will be trans-

lated to heaven together. 4:13-18

b. The godless world will be in sleepy indifference

to Christ’s coming, and will therefore be suddenly

2. A gentle reminder of the purity and blamelessness destroyed. 5:1-3
of his own life and ministry among them. 2:1-12 c. The living remnant will be watching and will be
8. A further thanksgiving for their spiritual progress saved. 5:4-11
and patience under persecution. 2:13-16 4. Duty of church members to honor their oﬂ‘lcers
4. His own supreme anxiety for them. 2:17-20 13
5. Timothy’s consequent mission and report. 3:1-8 5. Duty of church officers to care for the flock a.nd cul~
6. The apostle’s prayer for the Thessalonians. 3:9-13 tivate their own spiritual lives. 5:14-22
(Their abounding in love and holiness.) 6. The apostle’s prayer for the Thessalonians. 5:23, 24
(Their abiding in entire blamelessness until the com-
III. Practical Appeals: ing of the Lord.)
1. A faithful warning against all impurity. 4:1-8 IV. Final Injunctions and Benediction. 5:25-28
- - £ - . i84
T he Second Epistle to the T hessalonians: “‘In Christ Glorified
Theme: The Second Coming of Christ, and Its Effect b. Not to be troubled. 2 (a)
Upon Unbelievers c. As to its imminence. 2 (b)
2. The reassuring review. 2:3-12
I. The Salutation. 1:1, 2 {-;L. %‘ll:e precedifng‘ apostgsy. a 1:3 (a)
. . . e man of sin to be revealed. 3 =12
II. The Second Advent and Tribulation. 1:3-12 ¢. After the removal of the restrainer. ®) 7
1. The thanksgiving. 1:3-5 3. The thanksgiving. 2:13, 14
a. For their growth in grace. 3 For their salvation.
b. For his resulting testimony to others. 4 4. An exhortation. 2:15
c. For this manifest token of their divine acceptance. 5 To stand fast.
2. The revelation of the Lord Jesus. 1:6-10 5. Paul's prayer for the Thessalonians. 2118, 17
a. A time of rest to the saints. . 7 (Their establishment.)
b. ﬁ)h}{f t%fe rszt:‘;ggt‘ggvgt the wicked. 8 g IV. The Second Advent and Present Duty. 3:1-16
(2) At the third advent. 9 1. A request i:for prayer. 1, 2
c. A time of glorification of Christ. 10 2. An expression of confidence in their spiritual
3. Paul's prayer for the Thessalonians. 1:11, 12 progress. 3-5
{Their glorification.) 3. Reproof of idleness, disobedience, and dis-
orderliness. 6-15
III. The Second Advent and Its Time. 2:1-12 4. Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians. 16
(Then' Peace.)
1. The warning. 231,20 it s
7 ~a. Regarding the coming. 1 V. Closmg ‘Statements and Benedlctmn. 3:17, 18

Tue first enrollment for the 1934 Ministe-
rial Association Reading Course in the Far
Eastern Division comes from E. A. Moon of
Manila. Some time ago Brother Moon com-
pleted his 1933 Reading Course. He has already
this year read some thirty-five or forty good-
sized books in addition to those of the Reading
Course. His goal is fifty books for the year.
This is an illustration of what can be done by
Brother Moon is not only treas-
urer and manager of the Philippine Publishing
House, but he is also editor of the different
papers put out by the Philippine Unjon, and
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at the same time is serving as acting treasurer
of the division in the absence of Brother Eu-
gene Woesner on furlough. There is small ex-
cuse for any of us in failing to read, not only
all the books of the Ministerial Reading Course,
but many other good books besides.—Frederick
Griggs, Far Eastern Division.
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WELL-INTENTIONED blundering toward a goal
is not sufficient. We should know what to do
and why we do it. Intelligent planning is im-
perative.
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THE FORMATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
CANON-—NO. 3 *

IV. The Seventh Century, and Onward

1. East Acceprs.—In the East, Constantine’s
pacification of the empire and his influence
upon Christianity played no small part in the
general reception of the canon, particularly in
the section dominated by the churches of An-
tioch and Constantinople. The “fifty copies of
the Divine Secriptures” he had directed Euse-
bius to prepare helped establish a standard
which in time gave recognition to the disputed
Epistles. But a econsiderable period elapsed
before the Hast actually conformed officially to
the canon of the West. Finally at the Quini-
sextine (or second Trullan) Council of 692 the
canon of the West was recognized, and the de-
crees of the Third Council of Carthage (397)
confirmed. Thus the question was settled in
ecclesiastical practice. The mature judgment
of the entire church had registered itself in
terms of complete confidence.

1t is significant that writers from the fourth
to the sixth centuries did not appeal to the
decision of councils, but instead to the apostles
and to the churches which transmitted the
books as inspired. In the West, Jerome and
Augustine had been determining factors in final
settlement of the canon, and the issuance of the
Vulgate virtually ended all discussion. It was
not, however, until printing was invented that
the entire New Testament began to be gener-
ally circulated in Latin, Greek, German, and
English.

2. ReEroRMATION HErA.—During the Reforma-
tion era the question of the canon again came
to the fore. The hasty decree of the Council of
Trent (1545-65), which affirmed the authority
of all the commonly accepted books, and the
apocryphal as well, was challenged. Erasmus
had questioned the apostolic origin of Hebrews,
2 Peter, and the Apocalypse, wlhile Luthier was
concerned about Hebrews, Jude, James, and the
Apocalypse. Calvin likewise stumbled over
Hebrews and 2 Peter. But the controversies
of the Reformation left the canon untouched.

#* Rich findings gleaned from upwards of forty of
the ablest works of conservative scholars in thils field
—some of them monumental—have expanded this
series beyond the original intent. The chronological
chart of the New Testament books, with explanatory
notations, in the setting of the contemporaneous civil
and religious events, will not appear until next
month. This will be followed by an introduction to
the twenty-seven individual books. And appended at
the close of the series will appear the comprehensive
bibliography forming the basis of this series.

L. E. F.

The opinions of Luther on this point met with
no general assent; rather, they tended simply
to throw more stress on recognition of the
inspired books in contrast to apostolic tra-
dition.

In the Middle Ages, the New Testament was
no longer accorded the recognized place it pos-
sessed before authority was thought to reside
in the church instead of in Scripture. The
Sacred Canon was definitely subordinated to
the church, and was consequently restricted in
influence. Its content having by this time
come to be regarded as settled by church au-
thority, practically no ingquiry was now made
as to the basis therefor—the problem that had
concerned the earlier Christian scholars. More-
over, the Greek text was considered inferior to
the Latin Vulgate. But in the sixteenth cen-
tury there came a revival of interest in the
New Testament Greek text. The fall of Con-
stantinople in 1453 had driven many Greeks
into Italy and the West to find refuge, and
these carried with them many Greek manu-
seripts which found their way into the hands
of scholars and printers. Thus in the provi-
dence of God there came about a revival of in-
terest in the New Testament.

Ungquestionably the printing of the New Tes-
tament had tended to fix both its form and its
content. On the other hand, it awakened in-
terest in new translations into modern lan-
guages—English, German, ete. Indeed, Eras-
mus contended that the New Testament should
be translated into all spoken languages, and
began to raise questions concerning the canon
that had been dormant for a thousand years.
But this met with severe opposition, because
the custom of settling all questions by the au-
thority of the church had become firmly estab-
lished. Back in the fourth century, in the
period of the councils, the position taken was
really to declare as canonical what was already
accepted as such. Thus the councils actually
did no more than to recognize what already
existed. Nevertheless, their actions placed the
canon upon a platform of authority that was
later capitalized to the full; for in the sub-
sequent centuries, under Roman Catholic in-
fluence, the authority for discernment and de-
cision as to the canon, was shifted to these
councils of the church, and so the original
basis was crowded effectually into the back-
ground for hundreds of years.

11
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Then came the Humanistic movement, fol-
lowed by the Reformation, which revived these
old questions on the canon. The dogmatic con-
ception was challenged and reopened by Luther
and other Reformers. True, Erasmus’s criti-

cisms seemed based largely upon literary con-’

gsiderations; but with Luther, authority lay not
in councils nor popes, but with the Word itself,
which he declared was the Christian’s sole
source of authority. The New Testament books
were authoritative, he declared, because and to
the degree that they taught Christ, and brought
His salvation and peace to the soul of man.
Such was the standard by which he judged the
component parts of the accepted canon. It was
a practical rather than a historical or “apos-
tolic” measurement. That explains why, in in-
tense reaction against the dogmatism of the
apostate church with its assumptions and per-
versions, he looked upon Hebrews, James, Jude,
and the Revelation as upon a slightly lower
level. He did not exclude them from his canon,
but put them at the end of it, in which order
they still stand in the German Bible.

This view of Luther, and his judgment as to
the order of this little group of books, was
echoed by Tyndale in his translation of 1525,
by Coverdale in 1535, Matthew in 1537, and
Travener in 1539. In opposition to the Hu-
manists and Reformers, the Roman Catholic
Council of Trent, of 1546, definitely declared
the letters of Peter, John, James, Jude, and the
Revelation were apostolic; and as might be
expected, declared tradition to be of equal au-
thority with Scripture. But in Protestant
ranks the Great Bible of 1539, the Geneva of
1560, and for the Church of England in the
Thirty-nine Articles of 1562-71, the canon and
its order was considered fixed, and thus it ap-
pears in the noble King James Version of 1611.

V. Concluding Observations

1. Puritry PrEsERvED.—Many of the names
listed in the foregoing sections, as having
prominent connection with the segregation and
fixation of the canon, will be recognized at once
as leading Church Fathers, in the early period
involved. What bearing such a background

has upon our full and free acceptance of the .

canon is-a-—question that is neither unnatural
nor impertinent. The fact however, that the
canon was formed in the days when, and by
the very persons or groups whom we associate
with the introduction of Sunday for the Sab-
bath, sprinkling for baptism, inherent for con-
ditional immeortality, and many similar depar-
tures from the faith, is no more difficult to rec-
oncile with confidence in the Word they han-
dled than the significant fact that the great
English versions, from the noble Authorized
of 1611 onward, together with translations into
upward of a thousand other tongues, have
been in the control of persons and groups up-
holding these selfsame doctrines. Along with
this, too, is the parallel fact that the modern
printing and the chief responsibility for dis-
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tribution of the Scriptures in all these lan-
guages have likewise been vested in men hold-

ing those identical doctrinal views.
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HEN the promise of God was fulfilled
to Zacharias and Elizabeth, they were
deeply conscious of the solemn obliga-
tion resting upon them. Their son
was a child of prophecy. He was to
be “the voice of one crying in the
wilderness.” God had brought him
into the world for a definite work, the most
sacred and glorious work ever committed to a
man. That tremendous fact was instilled into
his mind from earliest childhood. It became
the dominant conviction of his young life. He
was called of God for a definite mission. He
could not choose this calling or that, like other
youth. Only one thing was open before him
in the great plan of God,—to be the fore-
runner of the Messiah. When the Jews de-
manded that he declare who he was, he replied
with thrilling directness and conviction, “I am
the voice of one crying in the wilderness.”

But what about those who ‘are called to be
the forerunners of the second advent? Are
they not pointed out as definitely and explicitly
as was John? Are not our children today as
truly children of prophecy as was he? “It shall
come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will
pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh: and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy.” Is
it not just as sacred an obligation that we teach
our sons and daughters that they are called of
God, and must give their lives to His work?
A large part of the world is still unwarned
and unprepared for the coming of Christ. Is
it possible that we have more trained young
people than God is able to use in His great
filnal work to save men?

Can we be satisfied to tell our sons and our

s daughters that only a very small-percentageof-

our young people can be utilized in the work;
therefore they must find some other employ-
ment? Is it not the highest ambition and con-
stant prayer of loyal Seventh-day Adventists
that their children may be actively engaged in
the Lord’s work? In early apostolic times was
any salary offered men, or any inducement held
out, other than the words of the Master, “The
laborer is worthy of his hire”?

And in the early days of this second advent
movement, men and women left their ordinary
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they warred against true reformers, and espe-
cially is this to be true in these last days, as
touching those who “keep the commandments
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occupations, and depending upon the God who
called them, went forth to proclaim the truth.
Some of them toiled for many months, receiv-
ing no salary, and many for years for a mere
pittance; and yet they were sustained. They
became strong leaders, presidents of confer-
ences, and even of the General Conference.

God had called them, and they must go.
left the responsibility of support with God, and
He did not disappoint them.
evident that this will be repeated, and that
thousands will yet engage in this work who do
not look to the conference treasury for sup-
port?
read:

harvest field. Shall His workmen wait because
the treasury is exhausted, because there is
scarcely enough to sustain the workers now in
the field?
with you.
bearing precious seed,
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him. Nothing is so successful as success. Let
this be secured, and the work will move for-
ward. New fields will be opened. Many souls
will be won to the truth. What is needed is
increased faith in God.”—MS. 54, 1901.

groups of our young people on a larger scale
than many are aware of.
decidedly encouraging results, and the blessing
of God is with them in a large measure. With
a clear vision and wise leadership, hundreds
more might engage in this kind of work in
our various home bases, thus bringing .new
life-and -bléssing inté our conferences.

rightly trained, might furnish, how soon the
message of a crucified, risen, and soon-coming
Saviour might be carried to the whole world!”
—“Education,’ p. 271.

in the heart of every child a deep and dominant
conviction that he is called of God, and must
devote his life to the one great work of saving
as many as possible before the end comes?
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of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Yet we very
properly credit these modern churchmen with
keeping essentially inviolate even the text, to
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Those men and women had a conviction that
They

Is it not very

From the pen of Mrs. E. G. White we

“God calls for men to enter the whitening

Go forth in faith, and God will be
‘He that goeth forth and weepeth,
shall doubtless come

This very work is being done by several

They are obtaining

And—
“With such an army of workers as our youth,

‘Why should we not labor and pray to inspire

Modesto, Calif.
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say nothing of the canon, of the Word.
This being true, we can logically take the
same position as regards the integrity of those
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who engaged in determining the canonicity of
the books comprising the Sacred Writings in
the second, third, and fourth centuries. These
very men were marked sticklers for the “let-
ter.” They had an almost superstitious regard
for the precise content of the canon. Comfort-
ing to us is the word, “In a most wonderful
manner it was preserved uncorrupted.”—"“The
Great Controversy,” p. 69. Again, “Through-
out the ages a divine hand has preserved its
purity.”—“Education,” p. 178. God’s New Tes-
tament has ever been recognized, received, as-
sembled, transmitted, and translated by faulty
human agencies who often failed to live up to
the mandates of the Word they handled, the
same as did the Jews in the case of the 0ld
Testament. Such is one of the miracles of the
preservation of the Sacred Scriptures. Verily
the same Spirit that gave the Word has kept it
unpolluted for all mankind.

2. DIviNE SUPERINTENDENCE-—Thus in trac-
ing the formation of the canon we have before
us the absorbing story of the gradual, and ulti-
mately the general, recognition as canonical of
all and only the books that before had been
individually or in small collections recognized
as apostolic in origin, divinely inspired, and
therefore authoritative. The relation of the
church at large, and its councils, thereto, is
seen to be normal, logical, and imperative—else
each group would have formed its own arbi-
trary canon, and devastating confusion would
have marred the unity God designed for His
church throughout the world. As a result of
the wunity achieved, wherever the gospel is
preached there is but one canon acknowledged,
supersectarian and nondenominational, the cat-
alogue, though not the phrasing, being identi-
cal in both Protestant and Catholic versions,
just as is the case in the myriad translations
of the canon. It was formed a full thousand
years before the great Reformation, and over
fourteen hundred years before the rise of the
remnant gospel movement with which we are
identified, and so automatically disposes of the
charge of an “Adventist” canon, or “Lutheran”

_canon, or even-of-a Solély “Protestant™ canon.

This was all forestalled by the divine Origi-
nator of the Book, in the days before the
great apostasy was full-formed and dominant.
Surely, this is evidence of the divine, protect-
ing, controlling hand over it all.

The scoffer may see in all the early discus-
sion and decision only the human element pre-
dominant. But the reverent Christian, believ-
ing that God moved apostle and prophet to
write the individual Scriptures by direction of
His Spirit, observes the same Divine Spirit
working in and through the human agencies
and elements to collect these apostolic writings
into one complete group, involving in the proc-
ess the discerning of the genuine from the
false, and leading wundeviatingly on to their
universal acceptance as God’s New Testament
to men., L. E. F.

(To be continued in April)
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THE BETTER WORKMAN

Improvement in Method and Technique

o

ECAUSE the ordinances of the Christian

church are so closely connected with the
great gift of a loving Father to His earthly
children, and because they commemorate the
matchless love of a Saviour who held back
naught that He had to bring about man’s re-
demption, every one must feel that their ob-
servance should be marked by both solemnity
and befitting dignity.

Baptism is most generally recognized as a
symbol of the believer's faith in Christ. Even
in heathen countries this rite is understood to
mean that the candidate has turned from his
old god and professes faith in the “Christian’s
God.” Experience both in America and in a
mission field leads me to believe that a digni-
fied observance of the ordinance of baptism fre-
quently leaves a lasting favorable impression
upon the minds of observers.

‘While in Burma, we had a Buddhist language
teacher who was very much prejudiced against
things Christian. She had come to us with the
evident intention of resisting every Christian
influence. After she had been in our home for
some months, she attended a baptismal service.
Upon returning to the house she said: “That
was very solemn. I feel as though I had at-
tended a funeral today.” She repeated this ex-
pression or made similar ones several times
that day, and referred to the service almost
every day for a considerable period afterward.

On another ocecasion, baptism was adminis-
tered in the private pool of a very wealthy
Parsee, who remarked to me that the service
had been very impressive; that he had seen
the rite administered at other times, but that
never before had he beer so much impressed
with it. At still another time, an English
woman witnessed a baptismal service. When
I returned home, she came to see me and said:
“T could scarcely restrain myself. I felt like
rushing down to the water and asking you to
baptize me. I have attended christening and
confirmation services all my life, but I never
was moved before as I was today.”

Any undue haste in the administering of the
ordinance seems to detract somewhat from its
gsolemnity. The preacher will do well to re-
member that, though he may officiate in the rite
often, the candidate participates but once, and
properly considers it one of the most solemn
events of his life. Everything should be avoided
that might detract from the solemnity of the
ocecasion, and everything should be done in such

- SOLEMNIZING THE BAPTISMAL SERVICE

BY H. H. VOTAW

a manner that it will leave a favorable impres-
sion.

A method of procedure I have observed and
like is here suggested. The minister asks the
candidate to grasp his left wrist with both
hands. This gives the candidate a feeling of
security if he is inclined to be nervous. As
he is lowered into the water his shoulders rest
on the preacher’s right arm. This is much bet-
ter than to be grasped by the top of coat or
dress. Just before actual submergence, a hand-
kerchief, in the preacher’s left hand, is placed
over the lower part of his face and the nostrils
are closed, thus avoiding any possibility of
strangling.

If some are inclined to be captious or critical,
the use of the handkerchief can be justified by
reference to the fact that in Secriptural times,
people were buried with a cloth over their
faces. (See John 11:44))

A word of instruction to the candidate con-
cerning keeping the knees stiff but otherwise
allowing himself to be completely relaxed in
the hands of the minister, contributes to the
ease with which the rite is administered. The
one officiating should take care to wipe the
water from the candidate’s face, preferably
with a small towel furnished for each person,
and in the absence of this with the handker-
chief which has been used during the individual
immersion. Assistance should be given to each
one as he leaves the baptismal font, because
the wet clothing sometimes interferes with
free movements. One or more deacons or dea-
conesses should be ready to receive those com-
ing from the water. Particularly if the service
is held outdoors, a dry garment should be at
hand to throw about the candidate as he goes
to the dressing booth. )

Washington, D. C. /

2 B o
Windshield Advertising

BY R. E. GRIFFIN

HAVE used a special method of advertising,

and finding it effective, am passing it on to
the readers of the MinisTrY. It is a gummed
white paper about 4 x 6 inches, printed on the
gummed side, to stick inside the windshield of
automobiles. Usually all I have printed on this
paper is “HEAR GRIFFIN,” in bold type, to-
gether with the place. This is when we have
services every night. Just now we are prepar-



1984

ing for a Sunday night series of lectures, and
have it printed thus:

HEAR GRIFFIN
The Armory—Mason City
SUNDAY NIGHT

‘We get the members of the church to stick
these on their automobile windshields, and then
on the opening night at the hall we distribute
these stickers to all who will promise to paste
them on their cars. I find this arouses the
curiosity of the people as they see these on cars
here and there over the city. Then when they
inquire who it is that is creating such an in-
terest, they take cognizance of announcements
of the meetings which they may chance to see.

I have tried having notices printed on the
side opposite the mucilage, and pasting them on
the outside of the windshields or car windows,
but there they are more easily lost or marred.

Mason City, Iowa.

AR An xn
nx xx xx

Evangelistic Announcements

N the advertising used by Evangelist J. G.

Mitehell in his recent series of meetings in
Charlotte, North Carolina, the first announce-
ment is in the form of a two-page folder, size
514 x 8% inches, printed on a good grade of
enamel book paper. In a panel formed by a
line border is given the invitation:

“You are cordially invited to attend the
GrAND OPENING of the Bie¢ GospeL TeNT, E. 4th
Street near Cecil, Sunday Night, July 9, 7:45
p, M. Hear —— ——  Subject, “Where Is
Heaven? ”

The lower right-hand corner of the folder con-
tains a half-tone of the evangelist, which also
forms the corner of the panel border. The sec-
ond page contains a paragraph describing the
nature of the meetings, another giving the
scope of the prophecies to_be.studied, and a

" third the invitation here quoted:

“The Bible and the Bible Only, Our Motto

“Every sermon will be built upon the Bible,
and the Bible only. Hvery question will receive
a Bible answer. Xere is where you will find
real help in and for your religious life. If you
are skeptical and desire to find the truth, come.
If you are a Christian, and need help, come.
If you want to know what the Bible teaches,
come. There is a message for every one—and
every one will receive a hearty welcome, with-
out respect to belief, church, or creed.”

An illustration calling attention to the ques-
tion box feature appears at the bottom of the
page. The third page gives the subjects to be
presented during the week. On the last page
attention is called to the fact that the sermons
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may be secured free in printed form, and an
invitation is extended to attend the song
service.

The advertising for the other weeks of the
series appears in the form of a dodger, 6 x10
inches in size, printed on one side only, on less
expensive paper, a different color being used
each week. Twice during the series, a dodger
33, x7 was used by way of contrast, to call
attention to a particular subject, such- as the
question of immortality. Both sides of the
small leaflet were printed.

The last advertisement, headed, “Learn to
Study Your Bible,” gives an invitation to at-
tend the free Bible classes, the evangelist in
this way endeavoring to transfer his audience
to the church, where lectures are given three
evenings a week, Bible classes on two evenings,
and another evening is given over to baptismal
class work.

xR XK A
ux a0 x

Preaching by Radio

BY A. D. BOHN

nx

HILE located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, I
was invited to speak over the radio on
Christmas Eve. I took the church choir with
me, and we prayed earnestly for help to enable
us to tell effectually the story of the birth of
the Saviour. The next morning a wealthy lady
phoned me to arrange for an appointment, her
interest having been aroused through the radio
program. She has since united with the
church, and takes a deep interest in its work.
I also started my radio work at Carthage,
Illinois, over station WCAZ, on Christmas Day,
and was invited to speak again the next week.
I was then asked to speak weekly, which I did
for six months. The owner of the station told
me to feel free to tell from the Bible just what
we believe. This opened the way to give the
essentials of our message. An interesting fea-
ture of my broadcast was the “Question Period.”
I invited people to ask questions by sending a
card to the station. These cards came in such

~great numbers that the station manager granted

me two full hours for answering questions.

‘We mailed Present Truth, two copies each
week for twenty weeks, to those who requested
it by card. This resulted in twenty-eight ap-
plications for continuance of the paper. I wrote
a letter to these people, requesting a Harvest
Ingathering donation. I have received $6.50,
and no doubt will receive more.

I have received some interesting letters and
cards. The station manager told me that my
lectures brought more mail than any other reli-
gious program, and they have a large Lutheran
College located at Carthage, which broadcasts
every day over this station. Several people
have expressed their joy in finding truth they
had never known before. The names and ad-
dresses of all who wrote from outside the State
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of Illinois have been referred fo the various
conference presidents to follow up.

Many requests have come for me to speak
again, and I expect to begin shortly a new
series of lectures over station WCAZ. This
work requires diligent study and preparation,
but I find it is good for me. May God direct
many of our ministers to the radio in the giv-
ing of this last message to the masses.

Quincy, Il.

g B B
Distribute Your Responstibilities

BY M. A. HOLLISTER

F we as leaders follow the instruction given

through the Spirit of prophecy regarding
the finishing of the work, we shall put every
member to work in so far as we find it pos-
sible. No one man should attempt to do the
work of ten or more. This is what Moses was
doing when Jethro advised him otherwise, and
we read that Moses, acting upon his father-in-
law’s advice, immediately sought out able men
to act as leaders.

Following this suggestion, only using the
numeral 7 instead of 10 as a basis of division,
I have organized churches so as to be able to
engage every member possible in active soul-
winning work for the church members, as well
as for those outside the church. The various
departments of church activity, such as liter-
ature, welfare, Harvest Ingathering, petition
soliciting, church finance, student campaigns,
missing Sabbath school members, etc., are cared
for by these groups. Special care is taken to
keep in close touch with members who may be
discouraged, in order to prevent backsliding on
their part; for we should endeavor to hold our
own as well ag to gain new acquisitions.

The plan of organization is as follows:
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board wishes to get into the hands of each
member to sign, indicating the amount he will
give to church expense.

He, or the pastor, will call the elders to-
gether, and give them the cards showing the
names of all members in their respective
groups.

Hach elder selects and hands to his officers
(1, 2, 3: Bond, Chase, and Philips) the cards
belonging to their particular groups, who in
their turn hand to their assistants (1, 2, 3, 4:
Bond, Percival, Harrison, and Lyon) the seven
cards containing the names of their seven-
member flocks.

Each assistant then visits these seven mem-
bers, securing the desired information and sig-
natures, returning the cards to his officer,
which in this instance is No. 1, Mr. Bond;
No. 2, Mrs. Chase; or No. 3, Mr. Philips. These
in their turn give the cards to Mr. Jones, Elder
No. 1, for the use of the finance committee or
the treasurer.

Again, suppose the Sabbath school superin-
tendent is looking for missing members. He
hands to the pastor or elder the names of all
missing members, and the elders look over the
names and assign them to the leader in whose
group they are listed, and they are then passed
to the “member worker” (the assistant officer),
who endeavors to obtain the promise of the
missing member to attend Sabbath school, hav-
ing the results written on the eard containing
the name, and returns it to his officer, who
passes it to the elder, and he to the superin-
tendent of the Sabbath school.

Each group leader of seven with his chief
officers should study the names and ability of
each member in his group for missionary ac-
tivity, and assign each accordingly for cam-
paign work or any other of the many fune-
tions in which he may be able to serve. The

One or More

Elders Deacon or % (3 Officers)

Deaconess

Four Assistants

p

1. W. A. Bond

2. Name {

1. Mrs. W. A, Bond

2. L. C. Percival
3. Mrs. W. Harrison
4. Mrs. Claud Lyon

1. Name
1. A. B. Jones ﬁ 9
2. Mrs. L. C. Chase 3 “
4. =
1. Name
\ 3. Milton Pbilips § «
4. “

. Name of member

“« « “

NP OB @M

(Selected by church board
for each assistart officer, with
the officer in consultation.)

Working illustration:; Brother Jones, Elder
No. 1, who is also the chairman of the finance
committee, has a budget card which the church

group will seek for members to the Missionary
Volunteer Society, children for the church
(Continued on page 22)
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DELVING INTO THE WORD

Studies on Fundamentals of the Message

Ly

THE “LORD’S DAY” OF REVELATION 1:10

BY W. E. HOWELL

HE word rendered “Lord’s” in this passage

is kuriakee in the Greek. It is an adjective
form of kurios, the latter being the regular
word for Lord in the New Testament. The
same adjective is used in only one other place
in the New Testament, 1 Corinthians 11:20, in
the phragse “Lord’s supper.” It is used in ex-
actly the same sense in the two passages,
namely, to denote a thing peculiarly and dis-
tinctively the Lord’s. As we have no suitable
adjective form of the noun “Lord” in English
to use in these two phrases, the possessive form
“Lord’s” is employed, making them read “Lord’s
day” and “Lord’s supper’ respectively.

There has been no question on the correct
rendering of kuriakee in the phrase “Lord’s
day” until recent years, since the discovery in
Egypt of fragmentary papyrus documents and
certain inscriptions, written in Greek, reveal-
ing the general fact that the New Testament
was written in the common language of the
people, called the koinee. Both the words
kurios and kuriakos are found in these writ-
ings, not infrequently referring to the Roman
emperor, who in the time of heathen Rome
came to be called both “Lord” and “Son of
God.” It is a significant fact, however, that
the so-called Christian emperors did not use
these blasphemous titles. Because Paul and
John both wrote in the time of heathen Rome,
and since there was a monthly day devoted to
ceremonial worship of the emperor, some have
taken the view that the kuriakee day in Reve-
lation 1:10 was intended to designate emperor’s
day, and should therefore be translated “im-
perial day ”

troversy over Whether “Lord’s day” means the
seventh-day Sabbath or Sunday, but such a ren-
dering of kuriakee seems utterly inconsistent
and groundless. It would be as reasonable to
render “Lord’s supper” as “imperial supper.”
Paul’s use of the adjective was much earlier
than John’s, and if the heathen meaning was
to be carried over into New Testament usage,
this would be more likely at the time of Paul’s
writing than later when John wrote. In other
words, kurios, the noun, had taken on ungques-
tioned application to Christ in the earliest of
New Testament writings, and its adjective
form, kuriakos, would naturally and logically
follow in the same sense in Christian usage.
Then again, what object would John have in
stating that his vision fell on emperor’s day

rather than on the day belonging distinctively
and exclusively to the divine Lord who re-
vealed Himself to John in the visions of Reve-
lation?

Without denying that kurios, kuriakos, and
some forty other words listed by scholars, were
in current use in the common language of the
day when the New Testament was written, and
often with both general and specialized mean-
ings among the people, some with distinectly
heathen application, yet perhaps no scholar has
expressed the truth better in the case than Dr.
A. T. Robertson, in his new “Grammar of the
Greek New Testament in the Light of Histor-
ical Research,” pages 115, 116, where he says:

“The fact that these and other terms were

used in the popular language of the day gives
sharper point to the new turn in the gospel
message. The deification of the emperor made
Christians sensitive about the words [Ekurios,
kuriakos, and seven others mentioned].
The Christians did not shrink from using these
words in spite of the debased ideas due to the
emperor cult, Mithraism, or other popular su-
perstitions. Indeed Paul often took the very
words of Gnostic or Mithra cult and filled them
with the riches of Christ. The mass of
the New Testament vocabulary has been trans-
figured. The new message glorified the
current koinee [common speech], took the
words from the street, and made them bear a
new content linked heaven with earth in a
new gense.’

‘What better example of thls comment would
one want than the sublimation of kurios Cesar
from its low, idolatrous plane to kurios Jesus
in its divine and exalted level, or the transmu-

.tation- of kurigkos logos: (imperial-treasury)-to---

kuriakon deipnon (Lord’s supper) and kuriackee
heemera (Lord’s day)?

Meecham, in his book ‘“Light From Ancient
Letters,” pages 118, 119, quoting in part from
Kennedy, says of kurios:

“‘It was constantly used of characteristically
Oriental deities, such as the Egyptian Isis,
Osiris, and Serapis. In the first century it was
quickly taking its place as the designation of
the deified emperor, and thus becoming the
central term of the imperial cult’” What Paul
did, therefore, was to adopt this current title,
and invest it with a deeper and more spiritual
meaning. Its ascription to the deified
Roman ruler was anathema. There was but
‘one Lord, Jesus Christ’ (1 Cor. 8:6). To the
writers of the New Testament the risen Christ
is, above all else, ‘Lord.”
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‘With this much true of the use of kurios, it
stands to reason that its derivative kuriakos
falls definitely into line with the same mean-
ing, Lord, and signifies Lord’s in “Lord’s day”
as clearly as it does Lord’s in “Lord’s supper.”

Washington, D. C.

VALUABLE QUOTATIONS

Verified Extracts From Current Literature

HIGH TENSION.—Fifty years ago, the principal
causes of death in our country were diarrhea. ty-
phoid, diphtheria, tuberculosis. Today, these have
mostly disappeared, except tuberculosis, which Is
fifth., At the present time they are heart disease,
apoplexy, cancer, pneumonia, nephritis, and diseases
arising from nervous disorders. Heart disease stands
at the head of the list, with one sixth of all deaths
over forty years of age. High-tension living is the
cause.—The Christian Advocate, Nov. 16, 1933.

MORAL BANKRUPTCY.—Note our mental, moral,
and spiritual poverty. Fifty thousand people become

ingane every year in the United States. our hun-
dred thousand are in Institutions, with 5,000,000
mental defectives in the country at large. New York

State spent, in 1931, $47,000,000 to care for its 73,-
000 insane patients; nineteen cents out of every tax
dollar in Massachusetts goes for the same purpose.

Divorce : One out of every six of our marriages
ends in the divorce courts. Men and women in their
twenties have been married at least four times. So
hardened have we become that we condone the mar-
riage of a member of the first family of our country
within a week of the time of his divorce. Graft and
bribery in public affairs is so common that we cease
to wonder. It extends from the Federal Government
down to the smallest village. It is common talk;
yet to mneighbors, relatives, and friends it creates no
difference.

In ten years our population inecreased 17% per
cent ; our crime increased. 110 per cent. Four hun-
dred thousand people in the United States make their
living by crime, while the total cost of crime in the
country is $13,000,000,000.

Morally we are bankrupt. Seven out of ten of our
young people never heard of the ten commandments.
Only one out of six of our population is enrolled in
Sunday school, including Catholics and Jews., More
than twenty-three million boys and girls of public
school age, between five and a half and seventeen,
are recelving no religious training, while eight per-
sons out of each one hundred attend church Sunday
morning and two out of each one hundred attend
Sunday night.—The Christian Advocate, Nov. 16, 1933.

UNIVERSAL ENEMY.—Changes in legislation do
not affect chemistry and biology. Alcohol is still a
narcotic poison. “In the end it biteth like a serpent,
and stingeth like an adder.” And it is the business
of Christian people who love their fellow men to do
everything within their power to kill that serpent
or extract its fangs. ‘@ have failed in our first
attempt, for reasons unforeseen and largely bevond
our control. But we have learned something from
our setback. Eventually mankind, which has rid
the world of slavery, and is battling for social jus-
tice, and building up sentiment against war, will
find a way to conquer alcohol. that other universal
(;nemy of the race.—The Christian Advocate, Nov.
6, 1933.

MORAL LAPSE.—The extent to which millions of
the people of the United States have lapsed into
crude vulgar animalism in the last fifteen years and
have adopted the moral customs of the barnyard, is
appalling. In some circles people have arrived dan-
gerously mear to the condition described by a first-
hand observer of the break-up of the Western Em-
pire, when he lamented because decency had become
& reproach that cost a man his social standing, so
that people who wished to Xkeep their self-respect
were geing to live among the barbarians.—Editorial
in Detroit Free Press, Oct. 15, 1983.

ANXIETY PREVALENT.—DProbably at no other
time in the history of the world have so many people
been anxious concerning their daily bread and rai-
ment as at this time—The Watchman-Examiner,
Dec. 28, 1933.
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NRA AGAIN.—NRA ig not the mark of ‘“the
beast.”” 'That mark is *‘666,” not NRA. (See Revela-
tion 13:16-18.) “The beast’” will be 2 Roman (Dan.
7:28. 24)—possibly, like Paul, a Jew that is also a
Roman. At least, he will not be an American. He
will not be revealed to the world nor come to his
power until after the church has been caught up to
meet her Lord in the air (2 Thess. 2:1-9, R. V.}.
Therefore, no member of the true church. which is
His body, will ever be in danger of recelving the
fatal mark.—7The King’s Business, November, 1933.

SHORT BIBLE.—Over two thousand five hundred
years ago the devil inspired a wicked king to pull
out of his pocket a penknife with which he cut the
word of God into pieces and cast it into the fire to
burn. And now he gets the Chicago University to
do the same destructive work. But Satan knows bet-
ter. He knows he cannot mutilate and destroy the
word of God forever. There is one consolation.
These shorter Bibles, the abridged Bibles, and now
the “Short Bible,” do not become “best sellers.” In-
fidels do not waste their money or such productions,
and God’s true church despises these attempts and
refuses to have anything to do with them. But woe
unto you, ye would-be scholars!—Our Hope.

AGAINST EVOLUTION.—An expedition called the
“Percy Sladen” expedition returned from West Af-
rica on August 3d, bringing many most interesting
finds. One of thege is a five-foot gorilla, described
as having red hair and as being mainly white in
color, and believed by the natives to be a degenerate
human being. The idea that the anthropoid apes
are human In their origin undoubtedly grows.

But there is an unconsciously funny item in the
report of specimeng obtained. It is this:

“A giant water shrew, belonging to a species be-
lieved to have been extinet millions of wyears ago”
(our italies).

1 who follow the scientific descriptions of the
more extraordinary animals, for the most part prob-
ably destroyed at the time of the flood and repre-
sented today by fossils, know how the scientist quite
loses his sense of time and asks us to believe that
these fossils are “millions of years” old. One has
even asked us to believe that a skeleton has been
lying exposed to all the changes of weather and
climate in the Gobi Desert for 8,000,000 years! This
shrew is of a species believed to have become extinct
“millions of years ago”! Yet it has survived, quite
unknown, from those far, far-off times, through all
the amazing changes of climate and of almost every
other conceivable kind which must in “millions of
years” have come upon the earth! Some scientists
evidently have & very, very mistaken idea in their
heads and cannot get it out, and it is to be hoped
that this giant water shrew will enable them to
recognize a really basic error in their thinking, T.et
us all give up “thinking evolutionally,” and recognize
that if a creature, such as this shrew, is represented
in rocks by fossils and is also living on the earth
today, there is no likelihood at all that the strata
of these rocks were really formed “millions of vears
ago."—The British Fundamenialist, October, 1933.

MOVIE BILLION.—At the movies, so it is stated,
this nation spends over $1,000.000,000 a year. For
a household of five persons that is 80 cents a week.
. . . This country is five times as movie-minded
as the rest of the world has become. She has fur-
nished four fifths of all the money invested in the
industry. She hag produced and distributed four
fifths of the films, Her people, on the average. at-
tend the movies five times as often as the rest of
mankind.—7The Literary Digest, Jan. 6, 1934.

METEQRIC SPLENDOR—A sight which I shall
never forget is the shower of meteors that lighted
the heavens a hundred years ago last November,
Nobody had ever seen anything like it before, and I
don’t believe anybody has ever seen anything like
it since. I remember how my husband and I were
awakened by the strong light which flooded our room
and made the earth as bright as day. We did not
know what was happening, and were startled. When
we went out of doors, the heavens were illuminated
by strange lights. Many people prayed, some stood
in wonder. For days everybody talked about it.
Fifty years after, people who saw the sight recalled
it.—S8enorg Martina De La Rosa (128 years of age),
Touring Topics, August, 1933. :

BAPTIST FEARS.—After a century of almost un-
paralleled progress, Baptists enter the new year with
timidity and fear. Our denominational work is suf-
fering at home and abroad. The organizations and
methods of work which we have evolved seem mno
longer satisfactory, and many of our people are thor-
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oughly discouraged. For our part we believe that
conditions will soon improve, and wedplead with Bap-
tists everywhere to cheer up and gird themselves for
new tasks. Our fathers left us a noble heritage.
We must prove ourselves worthy of that heritage.—
The Watchman-Examiner, Jan. 4, 193}.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS.—AIll over the country pub-
lic schools have been closed. Many others will
shorten their terms. Teachers are receiving no re-
muneration at all, or only a fraction of their stipu-
lated salaries, According to the Commissioner of
Education, the public schools were never at a lower
ebb. Yet in the worst of this depression, our Catho-
lic elementary schools show, in some dioceses, an
actual increase over the preceding year.

No doubt this striking difference is due to the
difference in fundamental “principle animating the
two systems. To the Catholic mind, the Catholic
school is an integral part of the parish. Without the
school, supported by the home, much of the church’s
work is lost. Hence, our Catholic people have reared
schools all over the country, so that their children
may be taught to praise, revere, and serve Almighty
God. In spite of their poverty, aggravated by the
depression, they are today maintaining sechools which
provide for more than 2,000,000 children.—America
(Catholic), Jan. 6, 193}

DENOMINATIONAL DISINTEGRATION. — The
rounding out of a quarter century by the Federal
Council of Churches of Christ in America brought
not alone that organization, but American Protes-
tantism as a whole, to a new day of reckoning. Noth-
ing has been more marked in the religious life of the
United States during the last twenty-five years than
the disintegration of the denominational ideal. Yet
nothing was more apparent at the anniversary ses-
sion of the Federal Council than the refusal of the
denominations to surrender a particle of their grip.
All that challenges this entrenched ecclesiasticism is
the growth of local disgust and disinterest. but that
is a challenge not to be underestimated.—The Chris-
tian Century, Dec. 27, 1933.

CHURCH DEBACLE.—Beyond all question the
most immediate and acute practical ‘duty before
church Jeaderg in the United States right now is
to save the Christian church from the unspeakable
humiliation toward which it is headed by virtue of
the commltment of thousands of its devoted women
to the so-called Goodwin plan. The very soul of
religion is at stake. Unless this movement is frus-
trated, the cause of spiritual religion in this country
is in for the sorriest debacle which it has ever ex-
perienced.—The Christian Century, Dec. 27, 1933.

LEAGUE’'S DECLINE.—1933 will be remembered
as the year of the decline of the League of Nations.
The withdrawal of Japan and Germany were far
more than political events. They were notice served
of the inevitable collapse of the T.eague scheme for
organizing peace. That scheme rested on four pil-
lars: First, the freezin% of the world map as the
treaties left it at the close of the war; second, the
perpetuation of the comparative ranking of the pow-
ers as they stood in 1918; third, the availability of
the machinery of the League, including the assent
of the small states represented in the assembly, for
bolstering up the programs of the foreign offices of
the powers, and especially of the Quai d’Orsay;

fourth, the use of economic and military sanctions -

“to  énforce decisions handed down in the light of
the three previous principles. Now that the TUnited
States, Russia, Germany, and Japan, for various
reasons, stand outside the League, the League based
on the covenant of Versailles is at the end of its
course.—The Christian Century, Dec. 27, 1933.

ANTIRELIGIOUS MEXICO.—After an interval
of a year or more since the last conspicuous expres-
sion of anticlericalism in Mexico, two or three recent
events indicate the beginning of a fresh campaign
further to eliminate the influence of the church from
the life of the state. It is not merely the Roman
Catholic Church which is the object of attack, but
all churches and_all religion. Speakers at the con-
vention of the National Revolutionary Party (the

arty now in power in Mexico). lately in session at
6ueretero, shouted, “Down wilth religion! Down
with God!” and that sentiment seemed to evoke mo
opposition. . . ‘“The revolutionaries are not ene-
mies only of the Catholic Church, but of all churches,
because they deform: men’s brains, transforming
them into instruments for serving capitalism.”
“There is no God except in petrified hearts and
books. The vriests are like bartenders who exploit
mankind.” “We must sacrifice even respect for our
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mothers’ beliefs for the sake of the younger genera-
tion, giving the latter socialist, rationalist, and un-
prejudiced education.” A week later a committee
of the chamber of deputies recommended a thorough
overbaul of the educational system, giving socialist
doctrines a prominent place in the curriculum, and
forbidding religious organizations from conducting
elementary or secondary schools and ministers of
any creed from teaching in them. Indications are
that this recommendation will be carried through
without modification.—The Christian Century, Dec.
27, 1933.

CATHOLIC RADIO.—The weekly Catholic Hour of
the National Council of Catholic Men, just beginning
its fourth season, is now going out over a hookup
of fifty-six stations, with an average of 3,000 letters
of inquiry a month to testify to its effectiveness.
This, togetber with Father Coughlin’s period and
the Catholic programs on the Church of the Air,
makes three national broadcasts that nearly every
citizen has heard at one time or another. Few read-
ers know, however, that dogma is also being preached
regularly over a great sectional hookup in New Eng-
land and by seven local stations in other parts of the
country established solely for that purpose, and also
by twenty-three commercial stations from which
zealous groups of laymen have bought time.—Amer-
ica (Catholic), Jan. 6, 1934.

BUCHMANISM UNSAFE.—The Sunday School
Times has been reluctant to take up in an extended
way the so-called First Century Fellowship, or Ox-
ford Group Movement, or Buchmanism, altbough it
has published repeated editorial statements calling
attention to unseriptural aspects of this popular
movement. . . .

‘“Experience” is the acknowledged message and
basis of the Oxford Group Movement. Belief in any
Scriptural doctrine is intentionally ignored—not de-
nied, but set aside "as something that can only come,
in many cases, after experience. The guidance of
the Holy Spirit is especially stressed as of vital im-
portance in everyday living. Now the Holy Spirit
says: “Faith cometh by hearing. and hearing by the
word of God.” Rom. 10:17, The alleged First Cen-
tury Fellowship says: “Faith cometh by experience.”
Is it truly a First Century Fellowship that puts
aside the plain teaching of the Holy Spirit and sub-
stitutes something else”™—The Sunday School Times,
Dec. 23, 1933.

GOODWIN PLAN.-—We believe that any form of
special privilege or favoritism accorded to certain
business institutions in return for some commission
returned to church organizations or church members,
as such, is utterly inconsistent with the character
of the church as a spiritual institution that ought
to be concerned only for the glory of God and the
salvation and welfare of men, without distinction.
We believe, moreover, that this is true, regardless of
the extent of the financial benefit that might be
obtained. In fact, the larger the possible return, the
more serious, it seems to us, is the temptation and
the likelihood of ultimately disastrous results. We
do not believe that the church can enter into any
such plan without lowering its own standards and
adversely affecting its own life—The Congregational-
ist, Dec. 28, 1933.

_.LIMITATIONS OF N. R..A~—Why should we- con-
tinue to ignore the fact that a world full of despair
has come upon us because we have ignored too long
and refused to live under the code of the I. N. R, L.
[Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudoerorum—Jesus of Naza-
reth, King of the Jews]. Has the N. R. A. any treat-
ment for the ills of our hearts which were forgotten
by the I. N. R. 1.?

Brotherly love is not a matter of law, save the
divine law of love. Greed and avidity cannot be
miraculously turned into generosity and concern for
a brother by a blue eagle so long as a spotless Lawmb
has failed to do it. Parish monthly pay rolls mean
nothing in conforming or not conforming to the
codes of the I. N. R. 1. When we ignore love, we sub-
ject ourselves to law.

The N. R. A. is no balm in Gilead. It is something
to write about and talk about and attempt to con-
form to, but small the hope that accrues to the
N. R. A. Before the N. R. A. can save the world,
the hearts of men must be right. When the hearts
of men are right, it is because they are ruled by the
love of the I. N. R. I. The minute the I, N. R. I.
comes in, all need for the N. R. A. passes out. Our
present need, if need it be, for the N. R. A. indicates
nothing gquite so much as an even greater need for
the 1. N. R. I.—The Eapositor, December, 1933.
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AUTUMN COUNCIL SIDE LIGHTS

The Background and Spirit of the Actions

MARRIAGE, AND MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY

BY M. N, CAMPBELL

ARRIAGE of believers with unbelievers is
expressly forbidden by both Old and New
Testament counsel, and by the “Testimonies.”
[Vol. V, pp. 361-368; Vol. IV, pp. 504-508; Vol.
IIT, p. 262.]1 It ought to be perfectly clear that
what God has forbidden cannot with His ap-
proval be performed by a Seventh-day Advent-
ist minister. Time and again I have been com-
pelled by this instruction to decline to perform
the marriage ceremony between members of
our church and those of other communions, or
of no religious faith at all. This can be done
in a kindly way, and no ill feelings need result.
On one occasion, when urged to perform such
a ceremony, I set before the prospective groom
the claims of God upon him to obey His law,
pointing out the danger of setting out in mar-
ried life with a home divided on the highly
important question of religious faith. He told
me he was fully convinced that we had the
truth, and hoped some time to obey. I pressed
home on his conscience the importance of heed-
ing the call of God “today,” and he finally
yielded before the close of the interview. The
next Sabbath he was a worshiper in our church,
and later I united him and his flancée in mar-
riage. Had I let down the bars in this case,
it is doubtful if the man would ever have taken
his stand. He has now been a faithful Sabbath
keeper for twenty-six years.

On the other hand, I recall one instance when
I did perform a marriage ceremony between a
believer and an unbeliever, and felt very clear
in doing so. Two cousins had been close associ-
ates for years, and finally entered into illicit
intimacy. The young man went out west to
take up a claim, where he heard the message
preached and accepted it, being baptized and
received into church membership. Shortly aft-
erward he had word from his cousin that she
was in a delicate state resulting from their
relationships. He immediately returned east
to marry her. Members of the ehurch in that
place told him he could not marry her now,
because he was a believer and she was not.

I was called to settle a division in the church
over the matter. I settled it by sending the
young man after a marriage license as soon as
I arrived. In a sense they had already effected
a common law marriage by their previous re-
lations, and both law and gospel required that
it be made legal. The attitude of some of the
members had frightened the girl into real ill-
ness, but my prompt action changed the situa-

tion, and she soon took her stand for the truth.

However, this or other extraordinary emer-

gencies do not in any sense alter the stern in-

junction against marriage with unbelievers.
Ornate Weddings Improper

Another tendency fraught with peril is to
spend considerable money in connection with
weddings, by way of costly church decorations,
elaborate dresses, and other unnecessary ex-
penditures. If ever such things were legiti-
mate, they can be considered so no longer. For
such displays to take place in a time of stress,
such as obtains, is altogether out of place, and
awakens justifiable criticism on the part of
thoughtful onlookers. The faith of some has
been shaken in the religious experience of old
church members who have indulged in such
needless waste of money on weddings, when the
cause of God is in dire need. Preachers should
give such extravagances their unqualified dis-
approval.

The use of the wedding ring in countries
where long usage has not made it well-nigh
imperative, should not be followed. Even in
British countries, where the use of the wedding
ring is considered allowable among our peobple,
our ministers do not need to use the ring cere-
mony in performing marriage ceremonies. This
is an idolatrous formula, and utterly incom-
patible with the prineciples of this movement.

These principles here iterated are in harmony
with recent, and former, Autumn Council ac-
tions. In faect, at the Council last October,
there was earnest and united conviction con-
cerning these two points that was crystallized
into the actions here reprinted, and which
should be honored by every worker in this
cause.

“Wupreas, Our experience has taught us that dis-
regard of the plain counsel of the word of God re-
specting the marriage of our people with unbelievers
or those not of our faith, often leads to sorrow, dis-
appointment, and shipwreck of faith; therefore,

“Resolved, That we urge our workers of experience
to give counsel and instruction on the subject of mar-
riage to our young people at appropriate times and
places, emphasizing the sacredness of the marriage
covenant, and the need of divime guidance in takin
any_ step vitally affecting their future happiness an
usefulness, as_well as warning against the danger of
marriage with unbelievers or those of a different
faith ; and, further, A

“Resolved, That in the marriage ceremony, simplic-
ity be observed, and that some simple form, as that
in the ‘Manual for Ministers,” be used; also that we
look with disfavor upon the ring ceremony, and upon
our ministers’ officiating at marriages of believers
with unbelievers or those not of our faith.”-—Actions
of 1925 General Conference Autumn Council, pp. 12, 13.

“WHEREAS, There is appearing in the church an
unwholesome trend toward elaborate and costly wed-
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dings, patterned after the extravagance of the world,
and often creating a spirit of emulation or rlvalry,
all of which is dec1dedly at variance with that sim-
plicity which should characterize the practices of the
remnant church and the performance of its rites and
ceremonies ; and,

“WHEREAS, The ministry of. our church has a sol-
emn and inescapable duty in relation to this trend,
which should be exercised in public admonition and
private counsel; therefore,

“Resolved, That this Council hereby register its dis-
approval of elaborate or costly marriage ceremonies in
our churches or in the homes of our people, as con-
trary to the spirit of the gospel, particularly in these
remnant hours of time; and by this action asks our
ministers to exert their influence against this un-
wholesome trend by personal counsel and public ad-
monition.”—Autumn Council Action, 1933.

The tendency of the age is away from the
fundamentals of the Scripture. Unless we are
watchful, we shall find ourselves affected by
this spirit, and weakening on principles con-
cerning which God has given very clear instruc-
tion. In a matter which affects the future wel-
fare of our youth so vitally as does marriage,
we, as ministers, should stand very firmly for
the right. f*

Winnipeg, Manitoba. &

THE MINISTER’S BOOKS

Reading Course and Reviews

“THE SPADE AND THE BIBLE,” by W. W. Pres-
cott. Fleming H. Revell ¢o., New York, N. Y.
216 pages. Price, $2.

The author of this work has to my mind
made a notable contribution in this collection
of extracts from authoritative sources dealing
with the subject of archeology. Anything that
tends to confirm faith in the Bible records,
anything that helps to stay the tide of unbelief
sweeping over the world, anything that helps
to give a firmer basis for hope and presents
solid reasons for such hope, should constitute
ground for rejoicing that God has not left Him-
self without witness in the earth, even in such
a time as this.

“The Spade and the Bible” contains unim-
peachable testimony to the truthfulness of the
Biblical accounts now so widely questioned in
Gertain quarters. “Wheéther it be the story of
the flood or of the tower of Babel, the existence
of the Hittites or the historicity of the patri-
archs; whether it be the question of the fall
of the walls of Jericho or the downfall of
Nineveh, the existence of Belshazzar or the
trustworthiness of Luke as a historian,—all is
discussed, and authoritative witnesses adduced
to testify to the accuracy of the Scriptural
record.

It is not the aim of the book to establish the
truth of the Scriptures from archeological evi-
dence, nor from such evidence to prove the
existence of a personal God. ‘“What then,” the
author asks, “has archeology achieved in this
field of controversy?”’ And he answers his own
question: “The answer is clear. It has shown
by such evidence as cannot be discredited by
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any “speculative plhilosophy or any unproved
theories of modern science, that the historical
statements in the Scriptures are reliable in
the many cases where archeology has made
available the contemporaneous testimony of
various kinds bearing upon the same facts.”—
Page 14.

Our workers will be interested in practically
every chapter of the book, as new evidence is
marshaled to the support of the Bible record.
Especially will they be glad to read the chap-
ter dealing with Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar,
and also the one discussing Cyrus and Bel-
shazzar. I believe that the chapter on Luke as
a historian will appeal to many. In fact, each
chapter should be both read and studied, and
the matter contained in them be familiar to
every teacher and preacher. I am thankful
that these evidences from archeology have been
put in such convenient form and made so easily
accessible, and that it is included in the 1934
Ministerial Reading Course. I trust our work-
ers will not miss the opportunity of making
themselves intelligent on these vital points.

M. L. ANDREASEN,

College View, Lincoln, Nebr.

Ax X)
H- * £

College Credit in History

HE volume on church history by A. H. New-

man, which is one of the books included in
the Ministerial Reading Course for 1934, is
algso the book used for the first half of the Home
Study Institute course in church history. In
other words, it is a regular college text, and
those ministers who wish to read it with the
care which it deserves, and answer a reasonable
number of questions based on the text with a
view to remembering the essential points, may
enroll for the first half of the Home Study In-
stitute course, and have a full year in which to
cover the work in this way.

Then, if they so desire, when the second vol-
ume is taken up in the reading course, such
ministers could deal with it in the same way,
and thus ultimately receive credit for a six-
hour course in church history, such as is given
in our leading colleges.

The tuition for the first half of this course,
which yields three semester hours of college
credit, has been $10. For a limited time, we
are giving our workers a discount of 10 and
then of 20 per cent from this old rate, so that
the net cost for tuition this year would be $7.20.
This is a very low rate for a three-hour course
covering a most fascinating period of church
history.

Prof. A. W. Werline, one of our strongest his-
tory teachers, has charge of this course, and
the expert guidance given by him will be worth
much to the minister who aims to store his
mind with the chief facts of church history.

M. E. OLSEN, Principal.

Home Study Institute,

Takoma Park, Washington, D. C.
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THE QUERY CORNER

Sundry Ministerial Problems

Concerning the Ten Toes

Are the several divisions of the great image
of Daniel 2 primarily anatomical or metallic?
In other words, should we stress the “ten toes,”
or merely the divided, non-adhering aspect of
the “feet” (including "the unnumbered toes),
in the final phase of the prophecy?

Representing the kingdom of man in the
world, from Babylon onward in its successive
phases, the outline is based primarily on the
metallic feature, and only secondarily on the
anatomical aspect as it blends into the symbol.
It is the head of gold, the breast of silver, the
thighs of brass, the legs of iron, and the pedal
extremities of iron and clay, and it is the met-
als in the approaching break-up that are to be
ground to pieces, when the stone smites the
image. Consistency is the first law of pro-
phetic interpretation, and all will concede that
the ten fingers on the hands or the arms and
breast of silver have no special significance.
It is therefore fallacious prophetic interpreta-
tion here to emphasize the “ten” toes, which
are not enumerated by number in the Scripture.
It is the “feet and toes,” and not the toes alone,
that are stressed as representing the multiple,
noncohering kingdoms of Kurope that suec-
ceeded Rome. Otherwise, if the two legs repre-
sent Eastern and Western Rome, as has hbeen
frequently stressed in the past, the toes on the
two feet, would, as individual kingdoms, have
to be equally distributed in the East and West.
The fallacy of such an interpretation is obvious.

Prophetic symbols and parables are not to
be pushed beyond the explicit interpretation
recorded by Inspiration. The issue is unity
and universality versus division. First, suc-
cessive world powers; then baffling break-up
and ever-changing separation; and lastly, uni-
versal and eternal supremacy of the kingdom
of God. The toes are but part of the feet of
separative irom and clay. Naught is said of
another little toe that waxed exceeding great,
and displaced three toes. Such gratuitous fea-
tures consequently have no rightful place in
the strict interpretation of Daniel 2. They be-
long to Daniel 7 with its development of the
religious aspect, and should not be injected into
Daniel 2 on the basis of anatomical analogy.
Only that interpretation is legitimate which
is harmonious and consistent throughout. And
only such interpretation should characterize
the utterances of speakers and writers in the
advent movement. Carelessness here, or con-
venient play upon such seeming but unreal
analogies as the “fen toes,” should be banished
from our ranks. L. E. F.
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EFFECTIVE ILLUSTRATIONS

For Song or Sermon

— S —

FLAW FINDERS.—At a meeting a man held up a
sheet of white paper, with a little black spof on i,
and asked his audience, “What do you see?’ “They
all answered, “A black spot.” He then asked, “Why,
don’t you see the white? There is so much more white
than black.” Isp’t this quite natural? How easy it
is, when looking at othbers, to see a small flaw before
finding the many praiseworthy things! What kind of
eye have you?—Selected.

BUDDHISM'S “GOSPEL.”—1In one of the Buddhist
temples in China may be seen a three-eyed, fierce-
tooking idol brandishing a club, and bearing the super-
seription: “Who would come to have his sins for-
given?’ A scroll on the right side of the idol reads,
“If you are not a bad man, what need have you to
fear me?’ and one on the left side, ‘“The sinner cer-
tainly will not be forgiven.” What a contrast to
Christianity, revealing a merciful God seeking sinful
man ; Buddhism shows sinful man vainly seeking a
wrathful God.—The Christian Worker.

Distribute Your Responsibilities
(Continued from page 17)

school, report cases of need to the Dorcas So-
ciety, and cases of discouragement or backslid-
ing to the pastor or elder. They serve to pass
out quickly information regarding any or all
members (or from the leaders to the members
as may be desired). In fact, this plan affords
a way in which all members of the church will
be kept active in all church interests, and never
be out of touch with the other members.

This does not prevent the maintaining of
other organizations within this organization,
for they work in co-operation with each other.
In this connection read “The Church the Light
of the World,” in “Testimonies,” Vol. V, pages
454-467.

Brookfield, Il1.
Et )

Sowing the Wind; Reaping the
W hirlwind
(Continued from page 1)

him that all these riches the king of Babylon
would take from Judah and carry to his own
city.

It seemed only a friendly act on the part of
Hezekiah to show his riches and treasures to
the Babylonian ambassadors; but the motive
was to seek favor and court admiration from
the world. Hezekiah sowed the wind, and the
whirlwind followed.

The lesson that the remnant people of God
should learn from this incident in the life of
King Hezekiah is clear. We are not to seek
alliances with the world, nor follow their plans,
nor court their favor. There can be no com-
promise with sin, no following after the world
in its fashions or practices or worship. Said
Christ, “Woe unto you, when all men shall
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speak well of you!” 'To be a seeker after the
world means ruin to one’s faith. Ancient Israel
never could obey God when they tried to be like
the peoples and nations around them.

The world has ever sought alliance with the
people of God. 'The peculiar faith of the Bible
lifts men up on a higher plane; and like the
Hebrews in Babylon, and Joseph in Egypt, God’s
men should be superior to the world. But the
world ought never to be attractive to the people
of God. The command is, “Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world.” And
the reason given should challenge our serious
attention: “If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.”

It is a common observation that apostasy
begins with doubt. It matters not so much
what phase of truth doubt may attack, if it is
not put out of the heart, it will sap the very
foundations on which faith rests. Doubts, like
weeds, grow with great rapidity, and if cher-
ished will sooner or later wreck the faith of
the individual holding them. The doubter sows
the wind, but reaps the whirlwind.

There are habits of conduct which seem of
slight importance. Liberties are often taken,
from age or from association, which seem small
in themselves; but many a poor man has gone
down before the whirlwind of uncontrolled de-
sire, fanned and fed by small beginnings. Sin-
ful appetite may be gratified till its grip be-
comes so strong that the hope of eternal life
is lost as the price of the indulgence.

Recently a fine type of man holding a respon-
sible position in a large bank appropriated a
small sum of money to cover some speculations

{
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s POEM: This Passing World ...
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on which he had ventured. He lost; borrowed
again and again, each time becoming more and
more hopelessly involved. Then came exposure,
disgrace, and ruin.

This cause is built up by sacrifice. Self-
denial and loyalty mean much to its prosperity.
Little things count in our lives more than we
sometimes appreciate. One failure in morality
in a worker may wreck the faith of thousands
of humble believers.

The little things, little decisions, little acts,
of everyday life make up the sum of our ex-
istence. Our words and acts are watched, and
we should never forget that carelessness on
our part may wreck the faith of some one who
sees in us a representative of Jesus. While
charity is said to “cover a multitude of sins,”
each one ought to be sure that he gives no
cause for offense. These are trying times, and
men must hold themselves in leash, lest the
enemy destroy their faith. As workers, we may
well be charitable to others, but strict and
rigid in disciplining ourselves.

These last days present manifold temptations
to young and old. New appeals to the eye and
ear and heart are everywhere. We should often
reflect upon the warning contained in the
words of Hosea, “They have sown the wind,
and they shall reap the whirlwind,” not for-
getting that the whirlwind is a mad breaking
out of uncontrollable forces of evil, and that
it always leaves death and destruction in its
wake. Never can it be harnessed for good.
The only way to avoid the whirlwind is to take
heed, each man for himself, to his sowing.

I. H. E.
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Wir!—Who can picture the Man of sorrows
as a wit in the desk, resorting in His discourses
to the tricks of the secular orator, punctuating
His remarks with puns, and swaying His audi-
ence alternately to laughter and to tears?

BreviTY!—When will speakers learn that,
especially in institutional services, sermons
must be reasonably brief, if effective? There
the routine is regulated by the clock. Restless-
ness, loss of attention, and subsequent absence
result from prolonged services. And the same
prineciple applies, more or less, to all presenta-
tions in this tense, restless age. There is,
moreover, a limit to the amount the average
mind will grasp and retain. Wise preachers
work for the largest and most abiding results.

INTEGRITY ! —Purity of life is foundational for
every worker. An unsullied character is his,
or her, priceless asset—a name above suspicion
in the realm of morals, honesty, or veracity.
Devoid of this, one is not only a hypocrite and
a deceiver, working against insuperable odds
and hampering influences that make ultimate
failure inevitable, but is also under a handicap
of secret condemnation that takes the very
heart out of one’s work. Pure hearts, clean
minds, and unimpeachable conduct are impera-
tive for us as workers.

IeNore!—Nothing so discomfits a critic as to
ignore him. He thrives on attention, but per-
ishes from neglect; hence his craving for the
spotlight so essential to his very existence.
This essential truth furnishes the clue to suc-
cessful handling of denominational critics. If
we can be diverted from our designated task
to answering captious charges and counter-
charges, we are deflected from our appointed
mission to that degree, and the enemy’s cause
is advanced just that much. Some things are
not worthy of notice. The magtiff does not
often deign to notice the terrier barking at his
heels.

Reserve!—The church is shocked, saddened,
and shamed occasionally by the moral lapse
of one of her ministers. But in virtually every
case, the fall did not come suddenly; it de-
veloped gradually. There was a background of
yielding to unlawful, tempting thoughts, and
little encroachments onto forbidden ground,
antedating any act of misconduct. True minis-
terial courtesy and Christian solicitude involve
an active and earnest interest in every member
of the flock, young and old, man, woman, and
child. But that interest should be marked by
proper reserve and unimpeachable conduect.
Never should friendliness border on familiarity.
The line of demarcation between proper inter-
est and improper intimacy is sharp and clear

and fundamental. This should be recognized
by every minister for his own sake, for the
sake of the church, and for the protection of
the flock.

HarpNESs!—Soldiers are expected to endure
hardship. It is part of their lot. Privations,
dangers, discomforts, are theirs when war is
on. And we as soldiers of the cross will come
to sense the parallel under the increasingly
perilous times of these last days. Our assured
monetary support may become more precarious.
The comforts'and softnesses of modern life and
standards may be denied us more and more.
The primitive conditions of apostolic days, and
of pioneer missionaries through the past, may
prevail inereasingly from now on, and our de-
pendence may be thrown more and more upon
the direct providence of God and personal
efforts for support. We should face these facts
with the bravery that becomes soldiers of
Christ. A world in upheaval, an upset in mone-
tary standards, isolations in large sections of
the world,—these should teach us preparedness
for future contingencies. The soldier of Christ
will rejoice in his hardships as did Paul, with
this difference, that our redemption is at the
door.

ExPEDIENTS!—The distracting pressure of
the times and the increasing difficulty in hold-
ing our youth, is driving some workers to a
heavy dependence upon expedients and de-
vices. But these only ameliorate the difficulty.
They do not cure the disease, nor touch the
cause. Some are quite earthy in their texture,
and wholly secular in their flavor. We must
of course apply consecrated common sense to
the problem. Old heads cannot be put upon
young shoulders. But let us as ministers guard
faithfully against the subtle temptation of the
hour to substitute social culture for spiritual
regeneration, the friendly spirit for the divine
Spirit, and accessories for objectives. These
constitute helpful accompaniments, but are dan-
gerous and sinister as substitutes.

SoriciTupm!—When charges against the char-
acter or conduct of an individual are made to
us, we should in the church, as in the state,
regard every one innocent until proved guilty.
The command, “Thou shalt not bear false wit-
ness against thy neighbor,” includes the repeti-
tion of tales and rumors that would injure the
reputation and handicap the life of a fellow
worker. Moreover, Christian principles require
that when a person does err, both candor and
faithfulness be exercised to restore him. He
thus becomes the object of our solicitude and
help, not of our suspicion, avoidance, or exclu-
sion. L. E. F.
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