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“Christmas is coming,” is the notc that is
sounded throughout our world from East to
West and from North to South. With youth,
those of mature age, and even the aged, it
is a period of general rejoicing, of great
gladness. But what is Christmas, that it
should demand so much attention? This day
has been made much of for centuries. It is
accepted by the unbelieving world, and by
the Christian world generally, as the day on
which Christ was born. When the world at
large celebrate the day, they show no homnor
to Christ. They refuse to acknowledge Him
as their Saviour, to honor Him by willing
obedience to His service. They show pref-
erence to the day, but none to the One for
whom the day is celebrated, Jesus Christ. ...

There is no divine sanctity resting upon
the twenty-fifth of December; and it is not
pleasing to God that anything that concerns
the salvation of man through the infinite
sacrifice made for them, should be so sadly
perverted from its professed design. Christ
should be the supreme object; but as Christ-
mas has been observed, the glory is turned
from Him to mortal man, whose sinful, de-
fective character made it necessary for Him
to come to our world.

Jesus, the Majesty of heaven, the royal
King of heaven, laid aside His royalty, left
His throne of glory, His high command, and
came into our world to bring to fallen man,
weakened in moral power, and corrupted by
sin, aid divine. . . .

As the twenty-fifth day of December is
observed to commemorate the birth of
Christ, as the children have been instructed
by precept and example that this was indeed
a day of gladness and rejoicing, you will
find it a difficult matter to pass over this
period without giving it some attention. It
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can be made to serve a very good purpose. . . .

The desire for amusement, instead of be-
ing quenched and arbitrarily ruled down,
should be controlled and directed by pains-
taking effort upon the part of the parents.
Their desire to make gifts may be turned
into pure and holy channels, and made to
result in good to our fellow-men by supply-
ing the treasury in the great, grand work for
which Christ came into our world. Self-
denial and self-sacrifice marked His course
of action. Let it mark ours who profess to
love Jesus; because in Him is centered our
hope of eternal life—Ellen G. White in The
Review and Herald, Dec. 9, 1884.

Brethren and sisters, while you are devis-
ing gifts for one another, I would remind
vou of our heavenly Friend, lest you should
be unmindful of His claims. Will He not
be pleased if we show that we have not for-
gotten Him? Jesus, the Prince of Life, gave
all to bring salvation within our reach. . . .

It is through Christ that we receive everv
blessing. . . . Shall not our heavenly Bene-
factor share in the tokens of our gratitude
and love? Come, brethren and sisters, . . .
and bring your offerings to God according
to your ability. Make melody to Him in
vour hearts, and let His praise be upon
vour lips. . . .

While urging upon all the duty of first
bringing their offerings to God, I would
not wholly condemn the practice of making
Christmas and New Year's gifts to our

friends. It is right to bestow upon one an-
other tokens of love and remembrance if
we do not in this forget God, our best
Friend. We should make our gifts such as
will prove a real benefit to the receiver—
Ellen G. White in The Review and Herald,
Dec. 26, 1882.
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The winding road, worn clear of snow by men wending
their way to some little home hidden away from the hectic
world, is a2 symbol of life. Men go their devious ways, often
forgetting God and neglecting man. Then at Christmas they
try to remember both, and return to home, family, friends,
and perhaps they worship God. Then back over the road to
the world and its ways.

Let us make this season one of reverent thanks for Christ,
for loved ones, for homes and churches where we may
worship God in peace. May it bc a time to remember the
poor, the sick, the neglected, and a time to resolve that the
spirit of the Lord Christ shall be with us not just for one
day, but throughout the whole year.

“Let not our hearts be busy inns,
That have no room for Thee,
But cradles for the living Christ
And His pativity.”
—R. S. CusunaN
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The Seventh-day Adventist Educational Emphasis”

R. R. FIGUHR

President, General Conference

WE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENT-

' ISTS believe in a high
type of education. The need
for this is well stated by Lord
Macaulay:

“Nine tenths of the calam-
ities which have befallen the
human race had no other
origin than the union of high intelligence
with low desires. Learning without cor-
responding character development has been
no blessing to the world. Combined with
low desire, it has often proved a curse.”

Seventh-day  Adventists have  ever
stressed the importance of education, but
always with a certain emphasis. The fol-
lowing inspiring motto has been their guid-
ing star:

“Higher than the highest human
thought can reach is God’s ideal for His
children.”—Education, p. 18.

There could be no grander concept of
learning. It gives to learning a religious
connotation that Seventh-day Adventists
appreciate. The student should “advance
as fast and as far as possible in every
branch of true knowledge.”—Ibid.

Wherever the work of our church has
spread, there we have established schools
and encouraged education. Often, in our
earlier days, schools were established in
poverty, and not infrequently they were in-
adequately equipped.

In those early days an Adventist lad be-
gan his schooling under just such circum-
stances. This lad was led past two beautiful,
large, well-equipped, and well-staffed pub-
lic schools. After a walk of more than two
miles he was led down into the basement
of a humble Seventh-day Adventist church.
There he was placed in the care of a noble
and devoted Christian teacher. She was not
trained for her task as teachers are today,
but she had something that training in it-
self can never supply—the gentle spirit of
the Great Teacher, and the conviction that
she was called and commissioned to do a

* Commencement “a;%dress, Potomac University, Sligo

church, August 13, 1939.
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great work. Sincere parents, deeply con-
cerned over the future of their children,
made great sacrifices to send them to her,
believing that in doing so they were provid-
ing the best possible educational opportu-
nity for them. In such a spirit of sacrifice
and dedication our cducational work was
born and has been nurtured. It has been
carried forward in the same spirit the world
around.

We have come some distance from those
more primitive times, but our emphasis has
not changed. Though our work has grown
and facilities have increased, it remains our
firm conviction that our young people, no
matter what careers they choose, can be
adequately educated only in Seventh-day
Adventist schools, under Seventh-day Ad-
ventist teachers. We believe that the spe
cific mission of our church can be accom-
plished alone through a people prepared
and inspired by those who have caught and
followed the heavenly vision of which the
apostle Paul long ago spoke.

Our deep conviction in this matter, and
our emphasis upon certain distinctive prin-
ciples, were rather lightly looked upon by
many in our earlier years. But a change has
come. Time, that final and inexorable
judge of ideas and philosophies, has ren-
dered its decision. There doubtless came to
your attention a few weeks ago an Associ-
ated Press article that was published across
the country in leading metropolitan pa-
pers, entitled “Seventh-day Adventists Don
the Scholar’'s Cap.” We quote a few ex-
cerpts of what it said of Adventists:

“A group, often brushed off in the past
as narrow-minded, today holds increasing
stature in religious intellectual circles. .

“A new generation of earnest intellec
tuals is appearing within the ranks of
avowedly fundamentalist groups and edu-
cational institutions.

“They're reinforcing ‘old-time religion’
with keen scholarship.”

Have we changed our ideas of education
to bring this about? Have we become lib-
eral and worldly? Have we thrown aside
our distinctive teachings and principles?
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Not at all. This is but a natural outgrowth
of what we have believed and emphasized
from our very earliest years. This change
was to be expected.

While Adventists appreciate and see
much good in the secular schools and do
not criticize or depreciate them in any way,
recognizing the tremendous contribution
they are making to the life of the nation,
yet Seventh-day Adventists believe that
they are called upon to give a special mes-
sage to the world speedily. In preparation
for this task it is their conviction that their
own schools alone are adequate.

The apostle James contrasts two philoso-
phies of education in his epistle written
nearly two thousand years ago. Yes, as long
ago as that, those who counted themselves
disciples of the great Master Teacher en-
couraged and highly evaluated learning,
but learning with a special emphasis. The
apostle begins his brief discourse on this
subject by asking a pointed question, “Who
is wise and understanding among you?” In
answer to that question he sets up a stand-
ard that is still good today:

“By his good life let him show his works
in the meekness of wisdom” (James 3:13,
R.S.V.).

The indisputable evidence of an edu-
cated man is not the framed diploma, nor
the letters appearing after the name. These
are but evidence that the man has had edu-
cational opportunities, not necessarily
proof that he has actually achieved the
goal. The proof is the good life, the useful
deeds, and gracious humility that adorn
the life. What an era of peace and happi-
ness would be ushered in if this world of
ours were populated by such truly wise and
knowledgeable people! Nations would not
be devoting half their national budgets to
military purposes.

In many respects, the great country of
the Argentine is similar to the United
States. It is populated by an alert, liberty-
loving, and cosmopolitan people. I had oc-
casion one day to stand in line before a post
office window and there await my turn for
service. In the line ahead of me was an im-
patient, restless man—the type one is likely

DISCIPLINE

to meet almost anywhere. Finally, in his
impatience he pushed to the head of the
line and demanded immediate service. A
hefty policeman put him back in his place,
despite his protests. When I quietly re-
marked to the officer upon the impropriety
of the man’s act, he stepped over and con-
fided in me, “That man has very little edu-
cation.” The individual referred to looked
intelligent. He was well dressed, and his
speech was grammatically correct. He had

Gratitude is not only the memory but the hom-
age of the heart—rendered to God for His good-
ness.—N. P. Willis.

the outward evidences, at least, of a degree
of learning, but he had little consideration
for others. He was selfish and evidently be-
lieved in getting, even with a degree of vio-
lence, the things he wanted. The police of-
ficer was correct. The man lacked those
fine, commendable qualities that mark the
truly educated—consideration, coopera-
tion, and courtesy.

We believe that education should lead to
the proper evaluation of self and a modest
concept of one’s own abilities and powers.
A great stumblingblock of humanity, all
too common, is overevaluation of self and
of one’s own attainments. It has been truly
said that the person who knows everything
has a lot to learn. It is also true that the
chief difference between an educated per-
son and an ignorant one is that the former
knows more things that he recognizes he
cannot understand.

That astonishing material progress has
been made in our world in the last few
years is everywhere recognized. It is con-
tinuing at an amazing pace. This led one
thoughtful person to exclaim: “If we could
have made as much progress these last
fifty years with people as we have with
things, what a world this would be!”

Applied knowledge could result in trans-
forming the very world in which we live.
Many dream of this. They dream beyond
this little world of ours and are on the

¢ Thank God every morning when you get up that you have something to do that day
which must be done, whether you like it or not. Being forced to work and forced to do your
best, will breed in you temperance and selfcontrol, diligence and strength of will, cheerfulness
and content, and a hundred virtues which the idle will never know.—Charles Kingsley.
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Thrilling News

It was the last meeting of the Autumn
Council. The General Conference treas-
urers had presented the report from the
Budget Committee. All were staggered by
the amazing figure of $27,881,182.64—by
far the largest annual budget in our his-
tory. The report was accepted by stand-
ing vote. Then we lifted our hearts to
God in prayer. We could almost hear the
exclamations of joy from earth’s far ends
as our leaders would receive the news by
cable.

Then we began to reflect on how this
money would be raised. We thought of
widows bringing their mites; of children
emptying their money boxes; of mothers
trimming their family budgets; of faith-
ful fathers binding about their wants in
order to give more; of our consecrated
youth sacrificing pleasures to make larger
gifts to God; of businessmen, artisans,
professional men, all increasing their ap-
propriations that the everlasting gospel
might be carried to all people everywhere.

Nearly 28 million dollars! This is by
no means all our people will give to God’s
cause this coming year. It does not include
our tithes and offerings to meet local
needs. This would be another $60 million
or more. But for this mission appropri-
ation we thank God, and we call on all
our ministers around the world to pray
that the Lord will hold back the winds
of war and permit His work to move
forward with speed. Soon His voice will
speak from the throne, “It is done,” and
He will descend to gather His loved ones
home. R. A. A.

verge of sending men into outer space to
touch the very fringes of eternity. But un-
less material progress is accompanied by
character development, man will, if per-
mitted to carry on, be the very means of his
own destruction.

Unless education gives the right empha-
sis, its product can actually be a detriment
to society, rather than a help. Notice this
statement:

“Our country’s leaders have long recog-
nized in the unscrupulous but highly
trained man a serious detriment to civil
well-being. President Theodore Roosevelt
once said, ‘When you educate a man in
mind but not in morals, you educate a
menace to society. "—United Evangelical
Action, June, 1959.

“The late Warden Lewis Lawes of Sing
Sing prison complained to a national edu-
cational convention in Detroit, ‘Criminals
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springing from our schools and colleges are
more brazen, more vicious, and more des-
perate than ever before in the history of
any civilized community.” "—Ibid.

Warden Lewis Lawes is a man who has
been in long and close contact with hun-
dreds of lawbreakers, and his complaint is
that education too often only sharpens the
wits of evil men and increases their capac-
ity for crime, making them more vicious,
more desperate. Plainly an emphasis is
needed in education that will teach proper
relationships to one’s fellows and that will
awaken a sense of responsibility toward
others, making education a blessing in our
desperately needy world, in place of in-
creasing the menace of lawlessness.

This is precisely the reason Adventists
stress a particular aspect of learning. The
pattern has been established by our Lord
Himself, who “came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many.” He came with a vision
of service, a deep interest in others, a dedi-
cation to a mission for others. This vision
He transmits to His followers. As a force-
ful example of what He means He relates
the parable of the Good Samaritan. The
two educated men passed the needy, smit-
ten traveler by, their thoughts on what
they considered weightier matters. It was
left to the despised Samaritan, the man
with much less opportunity for formal
schooling, to render the service that, under
God, everyone owes his fellow men. To all
of His [ollowers Jesus says, “Go ye and pro-
claim My gospel, the gospel of love and
service.” We maintain that the great pur-
pose of intellectual training has for its chief
objective, effectively carrying out Christ’s
divine directive. While there must be the
upward look on the part of those who fol-
low Christ, there must also be the outward
and the downward look. The same Lord
who said, “Come unto me,” also said, “Go
unto your fellow men.”

Our church has not spent millions of dol-
lars, raised through great sacrifice and self-
denial, merely to prepare teachers, doctors,
preachers, and others to carry on in the old
established tradition of the professions.
Were this our purpose we would avail our-
selves of the excellent schools already es-
tablished about us, for whose support we
pay taxes. But we believe that Seventh-day
Adventist young people, the future workers
of this cause, can best obtain their training
and their inspiration for selfless, dedicated
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service from dedicated Seventh-day Advent-
st teachers. These men and women are
called of God and commissioned by Him to
teach and exhort all men to “look not to
the things that are seen but to the things
that are unseen,” recognizing that “the
things that are seen are transient, but the
things that are unseen are eternal” (2 Cor.
4:18, R.S.V.). They believe that the very
basis of true education was laid by God
Himself when He stated this fundamental

He that would govern others, first should be the
master of himself, richly endued with depth of un-
derstanding and height of knowledge—Massinger.

principle: “The fear of the Lord, that is
wisdom; and to depart from evil is under-
standing” (Job 28:28).

Such recognition of God leads to dedi-
cated service. Those who strive to please
God, sense that they are debtors to all men.
It leads to the kind of service to which
Jesus calls our attention in reminding us of
that great final court session from which
there will be no appeal. The Supreme
Judge will there evaluate with unerring
accuracy and justice the usefulness of lives
that have been lived on this earth. The em-
phasis will be on selfless service. “Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me.” Here is the true measure of worth-
while living.

Today, if thousands of people were
asked to indicate who in their judgment is
the greatest living person, they would not
name some well-known public character—
statesman, renowned soldier, or wealthy
person. They would point to the jungles of
French Equatorial Africa, to a spot far re-
moved from the beaten path of civilization,
to a man who many years ago saw a great
need, a neglected, suffering, and primitive
people, and felt a deep, personal responsi-
bility. A writer paid him a visit and de-
scribes how the trip to his chosen place of
service was made:

I had gone by plane as far as I could—a little
local plane that flies from Brazzville to the interior
of French Equatorial Africa, which came to a land-
ing in a bumpy, muddy field, with nothing but a
hut and a tall stepladder to show there was a land-
ing strip. From there I went by truck over a trail
that could scarcely be called a road, to the very
landing where a row boat was waiting to take me
to the hospital. Five men were at the oars and 1
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knew by the clean bandages on their arms and legs
that they were patients, and some instinct told me
that they were lepers, almost healed but kept for
observation. We rowed for about an hour up the
river against the current—AIll Men Are Brethren,

p- 1L

There, though eighty years of age,
Dr. Albert Schweitzer carries on his work in
behalf of a needy, neglected people. He
carries on with the vigor and enthusiasm
of youth. He still is obedient to the vision
that came to him many years ago. The same
writer says of the doctor, “There was a sim-
plicity about him that one finds only in the
truly great. In spite of the heavy demands
on his time, he puts up no barrier between
himself and others.”

Here is a man well educated, cultured,
refined, intelligent. The world would pay
high for his services. Had he so chosen he
could be living in material splendor and in
fame. But he turned aside from all this and
disappeared into the jungle. Why? Because
he considered what talents were given him,
whatever skills he had acquired, placed
him under obligation to his less fortunate
fellow beings.

Education, according to the divine plan,
was never intended to benefit primarily the
recipient of it. The divine concept is that it
shall better equip one to aid and encourage
others in their need and distress. Neither
should education make life more complex.
Rather it should simplify and strip it of all
pretense, useless adornment, trivia, and
make the great issues of life and the pur-
pose of living stand out clearly. Relation-
ships with others should become more easy,
more natural, more understanding. It is no
credit to an individual of any profession to
have it said of him, “He is very profound;
he is so profound that I cannot understand

A really great man is known by three signs—
generosity in the design, humanity in the execution,
moderation in success—Bismarck.

what he says. He must be highly educated.”
Let us not confuse lack of clarity with

depth. Deep waters are likely to be clear

waters. We do not pursue education to

make truth more difficult of understand-

ing. On the contrary, the aim is to make it

more simple and easily understood.
Especially is this true of those devoting

(Continued on page 21I)



Prudence—A Cardinal Virtue

JEAN NUSSBAUM, M.D.

Religious Liberty Secretary, Southern European Division

SEE then that ye walk cir-
cumspectly, not as fools,
but as wise” (Eph. 5:15).

No one was better qualified
than the apostle Paul to coun-
sel his brethren to “walk cir-
cumspectly.” None other, in-
deed, had had such thankless
tasks to perform, such cruel trials to bear,
such bitter persecutors. in stripes
above measure, in prisons more frequent,
in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times re-
ceived I forty stripes save one. Thrice was
T beaten with rods, once was I stoned,
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a
day I have been in the deep; in journeyings
often, in perils of waters, in perils of rob-
bers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in
perils by the heathen, in perils in the city,
in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the
sea, in perils among false brethren; in
weariness and painfulness, in watchings
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, in cold and nakedness. Besides those
things that are without, that which cometh
upon me daily, the care of all the churches”
(2 Cor. 11:23-28).

Looked upon as a traitor by his fellow
citizens, tracked down by the hating Jews
who tried by every possible means to put
him to death, Paul was placed under the
most forbidding circumstances to accom-
plish the ministry to which God had called
him. Thus his counsel is all the more valu-
able, because it has been inspired by a per-
sonal experience, by a merciless reality.

Just what is a man who “walks circum-
spectly”? If T were to sum up such a man
from the viewpoint of the work to be ac-
complished in the Southern European Di-
vision religious liberty department, of
which I have been the secretary for more
than twenty-eight years, I would give pref-
erence to the definition found in the dic-
tionary of the Académie Francaise: “[A
man] who takes heed to what he says, to
what he does, taking into consideration
circumstances and surroundings.”

8

Truly these four points specify admira-
bly the conduct of the one whose mission
it is to defend religious liberty and who con-
sequently must intervene whenever that
liberty is violated, which very often occurs
in delicate situations. Such a one must take
heed to what he says, and still more so, to
what he should not say, which is even more
difficult. To keep silence is a very golden
and important art and is contrary to the
impulses of human nature, especially when
delending a just cause. Yet how many fail-
ures within this sphere may be attributed
solely to some word thrown indiscrimi-
nately into the conversation, and which,
when once uttered, cannot be withdrawn!

We must be careful also as to what we
do. An attitude, a gesture, or simply the ex-
pression on one’s face revealing surprise,
disappointment, or discouragement may
have a determining influence upon a sensi-
tive listener.

Circumstances, too, play a preponderant
role. One must know how to utilize them
to the maximum, as far as possible without
our opponent being aware of it. All circum-
stances are not always known beforehand,
and we must react to those that arise dur-
ing the discussion both quickly and very
tactfully.

Lastly, we must adapt ourselves to our
surroundings. This is not always an easy
thing to do. We may find ourselves face to
face with a polished, distinguished gentle-
man or with a hard, ill-mannered, insolent,
vulgar person. Success will then depend in
a great measure upon our personal atti-
tude, upon the ability with which we ap-
proach the problems we have to solve,
upon our reserve of patience, and above all
else upon the atmosphere in which the con-
versation is to take place, which can only
be created by a personality gifted with
great spirituality. This is where a vast
knowledge of the Scriptures and real com-
munion with our heavenly Father can
render the greatest service and permit us to
obtain the most beneficial results. “It is the
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spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth
nothing” (John 6:63).

To come abruptly to the point is not al-
ways the best means to reach the goal. This
is true in almost all human activities, but
particularly important in the field of reli-
gious liberty. “See then that ye walk cir-
cumspectly.” Here Paul is insisting upon
our personal responsibility. Each one must
take heed to conduct himself in the right
way. No one should be conscience tfor
another—something we often try to do, but
which is neither Biblical nor in harmony
with the Spirit of Prophecy. When it comes
to defending the cause of religious liberty
one must show Initiative, and conduct one-
self as a pioneer. This branch of the work,
relatively speaking, is a new one. Here one
cannot content oneself to follow the
beaten track, to imitate one’s predecessors.
Furthermore, each situation that arises of-
fers an original character, which obliges
one to modify or adapt his methods.

When a religious liberty problem pre-
sents itself, disorderly precipitance, incon-
siderate zealousness, and misguided judg-
ment are out of place. This does not mean
we should never act urgently. It is often
very important not to lose time, not to wait
until things become too grave, or until
measures have been taken that are diffi-
cult to redress. Serious information should
be gathered beforehand and all precau-
tions taken. We should visit those who can
help us when the time for the decisive inter-
view comes. We should not be content to
visit only those men who are favorable to
the cause of religious liberty. It is often
helpful and necessary to contact those who
seem to be, or are in fact, our enemies.

The apostle invites us not to walk “as
fools, but as wise.”” What a strong state-
ment! How do fools walk? They do not
walk with the fear of God in their hearts.
Instead of seeking heavenly wisdom, they
act according to their own wisdom. I hesi-
tate to say so, but I have met with almost
inextricable situations just because some

THE PLUS SIGN

brethren  thought themselves  clever
enough to dissimulate and even deceive the
authorities. Be it in financial matters, in
erecting schools, or in establishing a pro-
gram, frankness and sincerity must be the
rule. King Solomon, who received the gift

Live near to God, and so all things will appear
little to you in comparison with eternal realities.
—R. M. McCheyne.

of wisdom from God, affirms: “The wisdom
of the prudent is to understand his way:
but the folly of fools is deceit” (Prov. 14:
8). The one who wishes to deceive gives
proof of stupidity.

One of the foremost characteristics of a
Christian should be loyalty. When govern-
ing authorities know they can have entire
confidence in those who approach them in
regard to religious liberty then the de-
fenders of this cause are very near the goal
they wish to attain.

Solomon has also declared: “Wisdom is
better than strength” (Eccl. 9:16)—not
only the strength of brutal force but the
strength of sound reasoning! Must we, with
the law in our hands, go at it tooth and nail
to prove that religious liberty is our just
right? To do so would be a deplorable
method and would, in general, be doomed
to failure. “Wisdom is better than weapons
of war” (Eccl. 9:18). The important thing
to remember in religious liberty relations is
to win the confidence and touch the hearts
of those we contact. The secret of true suc-
cess lies in interesting people, in putting
oneself in their place, in showing them that
to grant religious liberty serves their own
interests. All these interventions must be
carried out with the calm assurance that we
are defending a just cause. Religious lib-
erty is the foundation of all liberty. The
Lord’s blessing will rest upon those who
endeavor to live up to its principles.

¢ THE Maltese cross most accurately represents the Christian gospel. It looks like the plus
sign of arithmetic. It is a cross with equal arms, and this plus sign is the only adequate
symbol of the truth of Christianity. For the distinctive element is a plus of service. . . .
Our God Himself is the God of the plus sign. He is a God who does not deal with us
according to our merit, but in accordance with the gracious good will which He has. He
does not act on the principle of measure for measure, but on the basis of a love that knows
no bounds in its concern for His children—Nenien C. McPherson, Jr., in The Power of a

Purpose (Fleming H. Revell Company).

DECEMBER, 1959



The Threat of Leisure Time

H. M. TIPPETT

Associate Boock Editor, Review and Herald Publishing Association

R. BORIS PREZEL, presi-

dent of the New York
Academy of Sciences, recently
predicted that automatic de-
vices and utilization of atomic
energy will in a very short
time make it unnecessary for
anyone to work more than
twenty hours a week. In commenting on
this possible change from a 40-hour week to
a 20-hour week, he observed, “When that
takes place the poverty-stricken will be re-
placed by the leisure-stricken.”

To the sober mind, an economic imbal-
ance of twenty hours of labor in a 168-hour
week will present a problem appalling in
its over-all implications. Specifically, it will
be a new challenge to Seventh-day Advent-
ists whose pattern of labor rests in the Sab-
bath commandment of six days of produc-
tive activity followed by a day of rest.

The problem is objectified by some re-
cent public questionnaires showing that
people are not prepared for so much lei-
sure. One survey of Texas teen-agers re-
ported that they are unanimously and over-
whelmingly bored with free time. A similar
survey in New York City revealed that only
15 per cent of those who responded ac-
knowledged making any satisfactory use of
their leisure hours. Perhaps it is this creep-
ing paralysis of idleness that sparked the
episode in Sweden a few weeks ago when
sixty youth swept down on a town and held
it in a two-day siege of terror that scared
the citizens out of their wits. People were
bumped off sidewalks and beaten up if
they protested. Women were insulted and
their dresses stripped from them in the
streets. Is too much leisure a part of our
delinquency problem?

A statement from inspiration seems to
support that conclusion: “Idleness is the
greatest curse that can fall upon man; for
vice and crime follow in its train. It en-
feebles the mind, perverts the understand-
ing, and debases the soul.”—Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 156.
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With pressure for more free time coming
from labor, one California aircraft factory
innovated a four-day week with a three-
day weekend. Within two short months the
workers voted to go back to the five-day
regime. The long weekend increased fam-
ily squabbles and made the workers rest-
less and dissatisfied. The women in the
home said the men were in the way, and
fretted at their inability to get things done
around the house.

Perhaps the truth is that we are not by na-
ture constituted to use intelligently more
leisure time than that set by God in His in-
junction, “Six days shalt thou labour, and
do all thy work: but the seventh day is the
sabbath of the Lord thy God.”

Indeed, this whole matter of possible
longer weekends points up the grave con-
sideration of what it will do to our own
sense of the sacredness of the Sabbath day.
Will it not tend to secularize the day, so
that the physical rest it provides will be no
different from that of Friday or Sunday?
Already, with a 67-hour weekend break for
many of our believers, there is a growing
tendency to lump the leisure hours into
one and make it available for a weekend
safari, with only a token recognition of the
Sabbath hours by attendance at church
nearest the brief vacation rendezvous. The
admonition of James on two-facedness
comes to mind, “My brethren, these things
ought not so to be” (chapter 3:10).

Fear of shorter working hours than those
which now exist has many thinking la-
borers worried. One man on a 36-hour
work week said, “Idleness leaves you think-
ing up things you shouldn’t do.” His com-
ment is a modern version of that line from
Isaac Watts, “For Satan finds some mis-
chief still for idle hands to do.” Let us con-
front ourselves with the questions, “Am I
keeping God’s balance in labor and rest?
Are my leisure hours creative, or are they
consumed in a vapid idleness?”

True Christian leisure must be an active,
not a passive regime. Jesus recognized the
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need of occasional retreat from His exhaust-
ing labors. To the disciples He said, “Come
ye yourselves apart . . . and rest a while,”
but it is unthinkable that they spent their
time in dawdling idleness. Undoubtedly,
those hours of leisure were some of the
most precious the disciples spent with the
Master. For some of the finest opportunity
for meditation and reflection comes in our
hours of relaxation. How often in a waking
hour of the night, heaven seems nearer as
we contemplate the love of God and the
meaning of lifel That is creative leisure in
a spiritual sense.

Sabbath rest does not mean idleness or
mere inactivity. It is the busiest day of the
week for our pastors and many a church
worker. But if employed aright, the hours
are pure creative joy, zestful and refreshing
in their inspiration—a time to think God’s
thoughts after Him and like Christ go
about “doing good.” One wonders some-
times just where the accent in one’s think-
ing is when he loves to sing, “O there’ll be
joy when the work is done.” There’ll be re-
wards then, to be sure, but there is promise
of joy here as we labor in the vineyard.
Are we finding it?

Energy begets energy. Inspiration is a by-
product of effort. It seldom comes by wait-
ing for it. The prospect of leisure time
therefore should impel us to plan for its
utility in self-improvement or in some spe-
cial service in our sphere of influence. 'To
look upon it as an opportunity for lazy re-
tirement and self-indulgence betrays the
ideal Christ has set for His followers.

Our greatest triumphs are in the area of
the unenforceable—those things no one
can compel us to do, but which we choose
as a high privilege. So many scriptures
come to mind as a concluding thought to
these sketchy observations on the dangers
and privileges of leisure time, but a text
from the Old Testament and one from the
New seem to afford thought-provoking
warnings: “Yet a little sleep, a little slum-
ber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:
so shall thy poverty come as one that trav-
elleth, and thy want as an armed man”
(Prov. 6:10, 11). “Awake thou that sleep-
est, and arise from the dead,” “redeeming
the time, because the days are evil” (Eph.
5:14, 16). Perhaps we have a commission
here to set before the world the meaning
and duty of diligence.

Ministerial Welcome

This welcome was extended by L. E. Biggs at an ordination service at the Oregon
camp meeting, 1959.

My dear Elder , on behalf of the church
of the living God, I welcome you to the most
sacred, high, and holy calling ever entrusted
to the hands of man. As you have accepted
the challenge of the ministry, I welcome you to
a life of never-ending toil and arduous labor.
Referring to ministers Ellen G. White says: “At
no time may they relax their vigilance. Theirs
is a work requiring the exercise of every faculty
of the being” (Gospel Workers, p. 15), and to
this position of serious and solemn account-
ability I welcome you this afternoon.

I welcome you to the disappointments and
the heartaches, to the sorrows and misfortunes,
to the distresses and afflictions, that the enemy
of souls will be sure to bring upon you and ev-
ery other ambassador of the Lord Jesus in
these times of pain and iniquity. I welcome you
to the criticism and the examination of those
who would bring embarrassment to the cause
of God and His ministers, whether it may come
from within or without the church of Christ.

And, Elder , I welcome you to the satis-
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faction and contentment, to the joy and sheer
delight of the ministry. No profession or voca-
tion can afford larger compensation, greater
gratification, or more pure enjoyment, than
that of the gospel ministry. Let me assure you,
Elder , the joys will far outweigh the
SOrTOWS.

I welcome you to the authority, the prestige,
and the power of the ministry. I welcome you
to the humility, the servitude, and the self-for-
getfulness that must possess the soul of every
true representative of the meek and lowly Man
of Galilee.

My dear Elder , may you be strong,
courageous, and joyful in service as you come
among us as a minister of the gospel of Christ.
From this moment onward you are not your
own. You have embarked upon a long, long
journey from which there is no return. As you
go forth to the world may God bless you and
your companion in loving and fruitful service.
“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you.” Amen.
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EDITORIAL

THE MORALS OF GOD'S MAN

HOU shalt not commit adultery” ap-

plies to ministers as well as laymen. This
problem is becoming one of the greatest
hazards to the Christian pulpit in our time.
Nor is this sin peculiar to our age. Abra-
ham, David, and Solomon are but a few
examples of God-ordained men who failed
themselves, their families, and their God
in this respect. Strange women have cor-
rupted kings, priests, and prophets in ages
past. In our own day this sin has lost none
of its demon-inspired appeal.

Being a gospel minister does not im-
munize a man against temptation. If any-
thing, it increases the liability.

Satan’s special temptations are directed against
the ministry. He knows that ministers are but hu-
man, possessing no grace or holiness of their own;
that the treasures of the gospel have been placed
in earthen vessels, which divine power alone can
make vessels unto honor. He knows that God has
ordained ministers to be a powerful means for the
salvation of souls, and that they can be success-
ful inn their work only as they allow the eternal
Father to rule their lives. Therefore he tries with
all his ingenuity to lead them into sin, knowing
that their office makes sin in them more exceeding
sinful; for in committing sin, they make themselves
ministers of evil—Gospel Workers, p. 124. (ltalics
supplied.)

No man of God should cloak himself in
the garment of false security on this point.
If he is human, he is liable. The recogni-
tion of this fact is the minister’s first line
of defense. Self-trust is the most potent en-
emy of the minister’s morals. “I can take
care of myself,” was the testimony of one
man who was deprived of his ministerial
credentials.

If God’s man does not by word and deed
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stand against the tide of moral degeneracy
that sweeps the world, then who will? “Ev-
erywhere are seen wrecks of humanity,
broken-down family altars, ruined homles.
There is a strange abandonment of prin-
ciple, the standard of morality is lowered,
and the earth is fast becoming a Sodom.”
—Ibid., p. 125. To stand against this over-
flowing tide of corruption, God has placed
the gospel minister. But what if his own
feet are found in slippery places? The an-
swer is simple. Christ is misrepresented,
and the truth lies fallen in the streets. The
message of example is heard above the ser-
mon thundered from the desk.

The Over-all Effect of Immoral Living in
a Minister Is Fourfold

1. The Church. The members do not lis-
ten to such a man as unto God. They be-
come bold in transgression, and discipline
is impossible. Their confidence in all min-
isters is thus impaired. Apostasies increase
under such an influence.

2. The World. Weakness in the pulpit
cannot be hidden from the world. The
power of the message is counteracted by
the sins of the messenger. In a given
community the church seldom recovers its
past prestige with the world. In the years
to come laymen will be embarrassed by
questions concerning Pastor ——— who
flaunted the law of the God who called him
and sent him forth.

3. The Family. The minister’s wife is
usually one who has stood by him through
the years of his training and early strug-
gles. She has toiled with him, suffered with
him, and shared his triumphs. She has
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borne his children, fed his frame, and made
home a place of shelter from the world.
Her “work is never done.” Then, suddenly,
she learns the shocking truth—that she 1s
married to a promiscuous husband. No
woman deserves this, least of all a preach-
er's wife. From that day forward she is
never sure of him. This fact colors all fu-
ture relationships. Though she forgives,
she, being human, never forgets. He, then,
must either become a bully, ensuring her
silence by threats, or a cowering figure, pa-
thetic in his weakness, who must purchase
her silence at the price of his manhood.
Then, there are the children. How long can
the news be kept from them? And when
they do learn, how can they continue to
respect a man who does not respect him-
self?

4. Himself. What a price to pay for a
moment of pleasure! There is first the loss
of self-respect, the absence of which blunts
the cutting edge of truth. There follows
each transgression a weakening of the will
to resist. Thus a man becomes a sinner
handling holy things, defiling all that he
touches.

“Why,” asked a man who had been and still was
practicing wickedness, “are souls converted to the
truth through my influence?” I answered, “Christ
is constantly drawing souls to Himself, and flash-
ing His own light in their path. The seeker after
salvation is not permitted to read the character of
him who teaches him. If he himself is sincere, if he
draws nigh to God, believing in Him, confessing
his sins, he will be accepted.”—Euvangelism, p. 682.

Guarding the Safeguards

The wise man does not wait until the
enemy is upon him to resist. He knows that
few men are suddenly overcome.

One safeguard removed from conscience, the in-
dulgence of one evil habit, a single neglect of the
high claims of duty, may be the beginning of a
course of deception that will pass you into the ranks
of those who are serving Satan, while you are all
the time professing to love God and His cause. A
moment of thoughtlessness, a single misstep, may
turn the whole current of your lives in the wrong
direction.—Ibid., pp. 681, 682.

Resistance must begin with the little
things.

There will be women who will become tempters,
and who will do their best to attract and win the at-
tention of men to themselves. First, they will seek to
win their sympathy, next their affection, and then
to induce them to break God’s holy Iaw. ., . It is
necessary to guard the thoughts; to fence the soul
about with the injunctions of God’s Word.—Ibid.,
p. 681.
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My fellow pastor, we are hunted men.
“Our great adversary has agents that are
constantly hunting for an opportunity to
destroy souls, as a lion hunts his prey."—
1bid. (Italics supplied.) Their method is
further exposed in the following quota-
tions:

Men who are doing God’s work, and who have
Christ abiding in their hearts, will not lower the
standard of morality. . . . They will not find pleas-
ure in the flattery of women, or in being petted
by them. Let both young and married men say,
Hands off! I will not give the least occasion to have
my good evil spoken of—Ibid., p. 680.

As a servant of Christ, despise the flattery; shun
it as you would a venomous serpent. Rebuke the
woman who will praise your smartness, holding
your hand as long as she can retain it in her own.
Have little to say to persons of this class; for they
are the agents of Satan—Ibid., p. 679.

An Ounce of Prevention

It is not necessary that the man of God
be overthrown on this point. He can be vic-
torious by the grace of God, but not with-
out conscious effort on his part. “I wish I
could impress upon every worker in God’s
cause, the great need of continual, earnest
prayer. They cannot be constantly upon
their knees, but they can be uplifting their
hearts to God.”—Ibid., p. 681. Prayer be-
fore emergencies provides power for emer-
gencies. There is also the question of
watchfulness, to avoid those situations that
would render one cornered. There are still
some Josephs among us, but there is no
necessity for presumption. To stay out of
sin’s way is to steer clear of sin.

A Pound of Cure

Nothing is apparently more helpless, yet really
more invincible, than the soul that feels its noth-
ingness and relies wholly on the merits of the Sav-
iour. God would send every angel in heaven to the
aid of such a one, rather than allow him to be over-
come.—Testimonies, vob. 7, p. 17.

There is both pardon and healing in the
heart of God for the transgressor of the
law. And what is more, past sin does not
make necessary future deviation. “Now
unto him that is able to keep you from
falling” (Jude 24). “But God is faithful,
who will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the tempta-
tion also make a way to escape, that ye may
be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). A clean
man with a clean message is our strongest
guarantee of a clean church. The cycle of
transgression can be broken. Have we the
courage to break it>—E. E. C.
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Should Medical Evangelism Be Emphasized in
Our Ministerial Training?

WILBUR K. NELSON
Bible Department, Taiwan Training Institute

WITHOUT question the ministerial
training program now available in our
colleges and wuniversity emphasizing the
“preaching of the Word” is meeting the
world’s greatest need—men of character,
intelligence, sympathy, and piety. How-
ever, in view of the following facts it is sug-
gested that a new emphasis on medical
evangelism in the curriculum of students
preparing for the gospel ministry be con-
sidered by those responsible for ministerial
training.

In Christ’s commission to the seventy,
who may well be called the first century
counterparts of today’s ministerial students,
the command was, “Heal the sick . .. and
say unto them, The kingdom of God is
come nigh unto you.”*

The plan of evangelism is unescapably
clear: minister to the needs of mankind,
that man’s “whole spirit and soul and body
be preserved blameless unto the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”* The twelve re-
ceived the same commission as the seventy,®
therefore, it is logical to believe that those
who have been called to preach the gospel
today are expected to carry out the com-
mission given to the first evangelists, and
this means not only preaching but reliev-
ing physical suffering whenever and wher-
ever it is necessary. John's prayer, “Be-
loved, I wish above all things that thou may-
est prosper and be in health, even as thy
soul prospereth”* should be that of the
evangelist for everyone he meets.

Christ’s blending of physical and spir-
itual ministration is illustrated in His heal-
ing of the paralytic. He healed the man’s
soul when He said, “Thy sins be forgiven
thee,” and his body when He commanded,
“Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk.”®

Statements from the Spirit of Prophecy
regarding medical missionary work and the
gospel ministry carry a note of intensive
urgency:

I wish to tell you that soon there will be no work
done in ministerial lines but medical missionary
work. The work of a minister is to minister.®
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The Lord, in His great goodness and matchless
love, has been urging upon His human instrumen-
talities that missionaries are not really complete
in their education unless they have a knowledge
of how to treat the sick and suffering.”

The educator and students endeavoring
to fulfil this clear instruction face perplex-
ities. Critics inquire: “Do you expect min-
isters to diagnose and treat disease? Would
not that prove dangerous and illegal?” And
the prospective minister reading that a
competent physician is “qualified to do ten-
fold more good as a missionary for God
than if . . . [he] were to go forth merely as
a preacher of the word” ® inquires: “Should
I not then study medicine rather than the-
ology?” To this question we must answer:
“Not if God has called you to the ministry!”
But we repeat that his education is incom-
plete if he is not prepared to work as a
team with physicians and nurses and if he
is not intelligent on the cause of disease
and what he can do to relieve suffering
by simple means, and prevent disease by
health education.

The suffering world compels us to
awaken more fully to ministerial respon-
sibility in this respect. The United States
today has a ratio of about 114 doctors to
each 1,000 of its citizens. In China the ratio
may be as small as one doctor for each 25,-
000 of the population; in India one doctor
for each 10,000 persons.’ The medical pro-
fession alone cannot meet current health
problems or those resulting from the perils
of a warfilled era. The medical profes-
sion welcomes those who are qualified to
cooperate in caring for the sick, as is evi-
denced by this recent report of a distin-
guished committee of medical educators:

In the face of constantly increasing demands for
medical services, should not consideration be given
to an increasing employment of health personnel
trained at levels somewhat less than those of the
physician? Considerable progress has been made
already in this area. Nurses, social service workers,
physical therapists, clinical laboratory technicians
and many other groups provide invaluable ancillary
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services. Should not efforts be made to determine
other areas, not presently employed, where medi-
cal functions might be provided by personnel
trained less extensively and less expensively than is
the case with physicians?®

The minister should be inspired to pre-
pare for such service by the fact that the
medical missionary approach is outstand-
ingly effective in opening doors to the
gospel. Should foreign service be contem-
plated, the need to be competent in caring
for the sick is especially essential. The mis-
sionary may find, as did the writer, that
long before he can communicate in the lan-
guage of the people he will be called upon
to minister to their physical suffering. The
very fact that he is an educated foreigner
implies, in the minds of many nationals for
whom he labors, that he knows how to treat
diseases. Should he disappoint them?

What is the approach the school should
take in providing this type of training
within the ministerial curriculum? Is a rad-
ical change implied?

It is suggested that within the present
college curriculum an excellent founda-
tion may be gained by the ministerial stu-
dent who carefully selects a minor in the
field of biology, including subjects perti-
nent to the minister’s work in health edu-
cation. Anatomy and physiology, parasitol-
ogy, and related courses, including those
teaching practical health principles, would
not only provide the ministerial student
with a knowledge of the human body and
its functions but would also provide a
wealth of illustrative material on God’s
masterpiece of creation. Summer work as a
hospital orderly would give invaluable ex-
perience, and for some theological gradu-
ates, study at CME in the School of Physi-
cal Therapy or related medical missionary
courses would undoubtedly prove more

REVIVALS

DENOMINATIONALIZING OUR
STUDENTS. It is important that all
senior college students be exposed to
the best denominational thinking, the-
ologically and otherwise. One of the
best noncurricular ways of doing this
is to have them read TuE MINISTRY
magazine. College presidents, deans,
heads of departments, and other senior
college leaders may obtain from us
sample copies of the magazine free of
charge for use in encouraging students
to subscribe at the unusually low stu-
dent subscription price of $2.00 per
year. Write us for further details of
this plan to build our students into
our denominational structure.

beneficial than advanced theological
courses, especially where overseas mission
service is anticipated.

A gospel minister will be twice as successful in
his work if he understands how to treat disease. . . .
A minister of the gospel, who is also a medical mis-
sionary, who can cure physical ailments, is a much
more efficient worker than one who cannot do this.
His work as a minister of the gospel is much more
complete.™
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€ Wuen the Lord works through human instrumentalities, when men are moved
with power from on high, Satan leads his agents to cry, “Fanaticism!” and to warn
people not to go to extremes. Let all be careful how they raise this cry; for though
there is counterfeit coin, this does not lower the value of that which is genuine.
Because there are spurious revivals and spurious conversions, it does not follow that all
revivals are to be held in suspicion. Let us not show the contempt manifested by the
Pharisees when they said, “This man receiveth sinners.”

There is enough in the life of Christ to teach us not to sneer at His work in the
conversion of souls. The manifestation of God's renewing grace on sinful men causes
angels to rejoice, but often this work has, through unbelief, been termed fanaticism,
and the messenger through whom God has worked has been spoken of as having
zeal that is not according to knowledge.—Gospel Workers, pp. 170, 171.
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RESEARCH--Theology, History, Science

Were the Earth and the Stellar Universe
Created Simultaneously?

ROBERT LEO ODOM
Editor of the “Index to the Writings of Ellen G. White”

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENT-
ISTS believe that the earth
was created approximately
6,000 years ago,* but without
attempting to pinpoint the
exact date. We regard the
earth as a “little world,”* a
“speck of a world,”® and an
“atom of a world.” * “This world is but a
little atom in the vast domain over which
God presides.” > Besides our own planet,
there exist “Innumerable worlds,” ® “mil-
lions of worlds,” * “numberless worlds,” ®
“unnumbered worlds.” ®

Moreover, we believe that the earth
came into existence by divine fiat, as stated
in Genesis 1, and not by the long evolu-
tionary process supposed by some scientists.
Our view is stated thus:

The theory that God did not create matter
when He brought the world into existence is with-
out foundation. In the formation of our world, God
was not indebted to pre-existing matter. On the con-
trary, all things, material or spiritual, stood up be-
fore the Lord Jehovah at His voice and were cre-
ated for His own purpose. The heavens and all the
host of them, the earth and all things therein,
are not only the work of His hand; they came into
existence by the breath of His mouth. “Through
faith we understand that the worlds were framed
by the word of God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear.” Hebrews
11:3. “By the word of the Lord were the heavens
made; and all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth, . . . He spake, and it was done; he com-
manded, and it stood fast.” Psalm 33:6-9.°

In the creation of the earth, God was not in-
debted to pre-existing matter. “He spake, and it was
. .. ; he commanded, and it stood fast.” Psalm $3:9.
All things, material or spiritual, stood up before
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the Lord Jehovah at His voice and were created for
His own purpose. The heavens and all the host of
them, the earth and all things therein, came into
existence by the breath of His mouth.®

“The idea that many stumble over, that
God did not create matter when He
brought the world into existence, limits the
power of the Holy One of Israel.” * “The
creative energy that called the worlds into
existence is in the word of God.” *®

However, in believing that the earth
and the other worlds were created by di-
vine fiat, Seventh-day Adventists do not
teach that every orb in the stellar universe
was created at the same time that the earth
was made. That is, we do not maintain that
all the rest of the stellar universe was
formed during the six days of the creation
of the earth as narrated in Genesis 1. In
our thinking, the vast expanse of space
now containing innumerable stars and
other heavenly bodies was not void and
empty until our little world was made.

In a previous article entitled ‘“When
Did Satan’s Fall Occur?”* the statement
was made that Lucifer’s rebellion began
very long before, and that his expulsion
from heaven took place not long before,
the earth was created. It is our belief that
it was Lucifer’s plan to lead the inhabitants
of the many worlds to join his revolt.

Questions that God asked Job to answer
indicate that other heavenly bodies were
already existing when the earth was cre-
ated. He said to the patriarch: “Where
wast thou when I laid the foundations of
the earth? declare, if thou hast understand-
ing. Who hath laid the measures thereof,
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if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the
line upon it? Whereupon are the founda-
tions thereof fastened? or who laid the
corner stone thereof; when the morning
stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy?” (Job 38:4-7). This men-
tion of “morning stars” as rejoicing at the
time when the earth was created, certainly
implies that they were inhabited worlds
existing prior to the birth of our planet.

Satan, in planning the revolt against
God prior to the creation of the earth, did
not think of limiting rebellion solely to the
angels. He had designs also on the many
worlds that God had made. Although he
did not publish his purposes openly, yet
Lucifer said in his heart: “I will ascend
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above
the stars of God” (Isa. 14:13). Thus the
prince of evil planned to set up a govern-
ment independent of God and to exercise
sway over heavenly bodies called “the
stars.”

Leaving His place in the immediate presence of
the Father, Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit
of discontent among the angels, He worked with
mysterious secrecy, and for a time concealed his real
purpose under an appearance of reverence for God.
He began to insinuate doubts concerning the laws
that governed heavenly beings, intimating that
though laws might be necessary for the inhabi-
tants of the worlds, angels, being more exalted,
needed no such restraint, for their own wisdom was
a sufficient guide®

God’s government included not only the inhab-
itants of heaven, but of all the worlds that He had
created; and Lucifer had concluded that if he could
carry the angels of heaven with him in rebellion,
he could carry also all the worlds.2®

This is part of the answer to the ques-
tion, Why did God not destroy Lucifer im-
mediately after he started his rebellion?
“The inhabitants of heaven and of the
worlds, being unprepared to comprehend
the nature or consequences of sin, could
not then have seen the justice of God in
the destruction of Satan.””

Although he was not destroyed, Satan was
expelled from heaven. This expulsion oc-
curred prior to the creation of the earth.

BE BROTHERLY

“Angels in heaven mourned the fate of
those who had been their companions in
happiness and bliss. Their loss was felt in
heaven. The Father consulted His Son in
regard to at once carrying out their pur-
pose to make man to inhabit the earth.”*

Lucifer desired to be first in heaven. Thus he
introduced sin into the universe. Entering the Gar-
den of Eden after his expulsion from heaven, he
succeeded in deceiving our first parents. Ever since,
he has claimed this world.*®

“Like the inhabitants of all other worlds,
he [man] must be subjected to the test of
obedience; but he is never brought into
such a position that yielding to evil be-
comes a matter of necessity.”* Until he
failed to prove faithful under the test of
obedience, man was happy in his Eden
home, where he studied the wonderful
works of God in the natural world. “God’s
glory in the heavens, the innumerable
worlds in their orderly revolutions, ‘the
balancings of the clouds,’ the mysteries of
light and sound, of day and night,—all
were open to the study of our first
parents.” ®

When Seventh-day Adventists became so
widely known several decades ago for their
vigorous opposition to the attempts of ad-
vocates of the theory of evolution to dis-
credit the story of the creation of the earth
as narrated in Genesis 1, we often repeated
the divinely inspired statement that “in
six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested
the seventh day” (Ex. 20:11; 31:17). Inas-
much as the battle against evolutionism
was fought chiefly over the subject of the
origin of the earth and the creatures upon
it, little or nothing was said by us then con-
cerning the age of the earth in relation to
that of the rest of the universe. Hence
some, even in our own ranks, have sup-
posed the Scripture statement that “in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is,” means that the
entire stellar heavens and “all that in them
is” were created in the six days in which
the earth was made.

¢ WHEN an Indian Brahmin, having turned to Christ but having retained nevertheless a
feeling of superiority over certain people, was in a crowded bus when it overturned, he
suddenly discovered that his life was bound up with the lives of others. His comfortable
smugness having been reduced to nonsense, he was ready to be brotherly toward any man.
Later he remarked with a smile, “It took a wreck to remake me.,”—Paul S. Rees in The
Adequate Man (Fleming H, Revell Company).
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Being a young minister at that time, I be-
came somewhat perplexed in my study of
Genesis 1 and other related Biblical pas-
sages. While I was strongly convinced that
the entire material universe had come into
existence by divine fiat of Creation and not
by some long-drawn-out process, yet I
could not believe that all the stellar uni-
verse was created in the six days when the
earth was made. “Is it possible,” I asked
myself, “that our Creator, the immortal
and eternal and omnipotent God, existed
alone and in a vacuum until He created
the earth approximately 6,000 years ago?
Would I be mistaken if I should grant, in
discussing the subject with intelligent peo-
ple, that the origin of other heavenly bodies
may have anteceded that of the earth by
millions or more years?”

So I sat down one day and made a list of
the leading Seventh-day Adventist minis-
ters and teachers who ranked high among
us then as students of the Bible, particu-
larly those foremost in championing the
doctrine of creationism against the sup-
positions of evolutionism. I wrote a let-
ter to each, and set forth my perplexity and
my questions. Every letter was answered,
and without exception each reply made it
clear that its author did not believe that
the entire stellar universe was created in
the six days in which our earth was made.
Each writer granted that doubtless many of
the heavenly bodies were brought into ex-
istence long before our own little world
was created. The words “heaven” and
“heavens” in the narrative of the creation
of the earth were understood to refer pri-
marily to the atmospheric heaven or air
that envelops the terrestrial globe.

On one point only was any difference of
opinion expressed among the authors of
the letters. Some thought that the story of
Creation as told in Genesis 1 was primarily
concerned with the origin of the earth and
not of the rest of the stellar universe. Oth-
ers thought that the Creation story prob-
ably includes the question of the entire so-
lar system to which the earth belongs, be-
cause the Genesis record speaks not only
of the sun and the moon but of “the stars
also” (Gen. 1:16).

Although the record of the creation of
the earth mentions the sun, moon, and “the
stars also,” we cannot yet speak with fi-
nality concerning the age of the earth as it
relates to the age of the rest of the solar
system. However, the view that the entire
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solar system may have been created in the
six-day period of the creation of the earth
merits consideration. In the times when the
Scriptures were penned it was universally
customary to speak of the visible planets of
the solar system simply as “stars” or “wan-
dering stars.” We commonly speak of them
still as “evening stars” and “morning stars.”
Ellen G. White says that “the moon and the
stars of our solar system shine by the re-
flected light of the sun.”*® By the word
“stars” in this passage she means the plane-
tary orbs that, radiating no light of their
own, shine by reflecting light they receive
from the sun. Thus there is the possibility
that the expression “the stars also” in Gen-
esis 1:16 may refer to the planets of our
solar system.

In summary, while it is true that Sev-
enth-day Adventists stanchly maintain that
the earth was created by divine fiat in a six-
day period approximately 6,000 years ago,
we do not contend that the whole stellar
universe originated at that time. There is
the possibility that the rest of our solar sys-
tem was brought into existence then. How-
ever, we would not speak dogmatically on
that point. Other heavenly bodies were in
existence before our world was created.
We would not attempt to say how much
older they are than the earth, because the
Scriptures do not tell us specifically when
they were created. Many of them may be
millions of years older than the little
planet we inhabit.
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Winning by Loving

D. H. KRESS, M.D.

[The late Dr. Kress was known and loved as a leader
among us for many years. It is with pleasure that we present
this article so expressive of the attitude that he always man-
ifested toward those who were suffering from physical or
spiritual ills.—Eps.]

FEEDING our enemies into submission in-
stead of starving them into submission is an
unusual procedure and is not in harmony with
the human heart, which says, If thine enemy
hunger, starve him. This is the practice in time
of war. Apparent victories have been gained
in this way, but the fact is, no permanent vic-
tory has ever been won by the starvation
method.

It is human to love our friends and hate our
enemies. But hate always begets hate. Jesus said,
“I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you” (Matt. 5:44). This is God’s
method.

The greatest victory ever won in this world
was won on the day of Christ’s crucifixion,
when He offered the prayer, “Father, forgive
them; for they know not what they do” (Luke
23:34). Christ’s death appeared to be a defeat,
but it was not so in fact, for through His death
He destroyed “him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14). Satan,
the one who inspired wicked men to put to
death the Son of God, sealed his own doom on
that day. And the time is coming when all cre-
ated beings will acknowledge that what seemed
to be a defeat for the cause of God was in
reality a victory.

When the hosts of Syria came to war against
Israel they were stricken with blindness, and led
by the man of God to Samaria. The king of
Israel, seeing that they were in his power, said
to Elisha, “My father, shall I smite them? shall
I smite them?” This was the most natural thing
to do under the circumstances, for they were the
enemies of Israel. But the prophet said, “Thou
shalt not smite them. . . . Set bread and water
before them, that they may eat and drink, and
go to their master.” The king of Israel did as he
was commanded. “He prepared great provision
for them; and when they had eaten and
drunk, he sent them away, and they went to
their master.” This was a real victory, for it had
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the effect of subduing the host of Syria, and we
read, “So the bands of Syria came no more into
the land of Israel” (2 Kings 6:8-23). They fed
their enemies into submission.

When David was chosen of God to be king
of Israel, Saul, who was jealous of him, pur-
sued him for years, intending to kill him. T'wice
during this time Saul fell into the hands of
David. His men regarded this as an act of Prov-
idence and urged David to kill him. But David,
we are told, showed kindness to Saul, and re-
fused to harm him because he was God’s
anointed. When David heard of the death of
Saul on the field of battle, he did not manifest
any pleasure at the removal of his enemy. The
Scriptures say, “They mourned, and wept,
and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jona-
than” (2 Sam. 1:12).

After Saul’s death, war continued and David
took the defensive. And “There was long war
between the house of Saul and the house of
David: but David waxed stronger and stronger,
and the house of Saul waxed weaker and
weaker” (2 Sam. 3:1). The God of Israel was
with David and gave him the victory. After the
house of Saul had almost disappeared, David
said, “Is there not yet any of the house of Saul,
that I may shew the kindness of God unto him?”
(2 Sam. 9:3). One was found and to him David
said, “Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kind-
ness . .. and I will restore thee all the land of
Saul thy father” (verse 7).

When David, heartbroken and barefooted,
was fleeing from Jerusalem, pursued by his
enemies, “a man of the family of the house of
Saul, whose name was Shimei . . . came forth,
and cursed still as he came. And he cast stones
at David, and at all the servants of king David.

. . And thus said Shimei when he cursed,
Come out, come out, thou bloody man, and
thou man of Belial” (2 Sam. 16:5-7). Abishai,
one of David’s servants, said, “Let me go over,
I pray thee, and take off his head. And the king
said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of
Zeruiah? so let him curse. . .. It may be ... that
the Lord will requite me good for his cursing
this day” (verses 9-12).

When the kingdom was fully restored to
David, this man, Shimei, was the first one of
his enemies to fall down before him and ac-

19




knowledge his sin. He said, “Let not my lord
impute iniquity unto me, neither do thou re-
member that which thy servant did perversely
the day that my lord the king went out of
Jerusalem, that the king should take it to his
heart. For thy servant doth know that I have
sinned: therefore, behold, I am come the first
this day of all the house of Joseph to go down to
meet my lord the king” (2 Sam. 19:19, 20).
Abishai said, Shall not Shimei be put to
death for this, because he cursed the Lord's

Yaws!™

anointed? . . . The king said unto Shimei, Thou
shalt not die” (verse 21-23). There was no hate
in the heart of David. He loved his most bitter
enemy. He overcame evil with goodness. In
this he was a representative of Him whose dying
words concerning His enemies were, “Father,
forgive them; for they know not what they do.”

Can we who are living in the last days of
earth’s history do less? If we do have enemies,
let us love them into the message and even-
tually into the fold of God.

EDWARD E. WHITE

Educational Secretary, Ausiralasian Division

HERE appears to be breaking out

among us a disease, which, 1if not
checked, soon could spread to epidemic
proportions.

This affection could well be called yaws,
not, however, to be confused with frambe-
sia, the contagious nonfatal tropical disease
known to most missionaries. The variety of
which we write is yaws precatio and affects
particularly the mouth, being known to
some diagnosticians as persona secunda
pluralis.

One can readily detect the signs and
symptoms when congregations are assem-
bled in public worship, for he may hear
somebody pray, “We thank you, Lord, that
you . .. your . .. yours.” Fortunately this
disease is not fatal and it does not affect the
heart. In fact, all those tainted with this
yaws of the mouth have been found to have
hearts of gold; but experimenters have also
found that this condition of cardia aureola
is not a cure for oral yaws.

Could we not be slow to follow this
trend, and adopt a conservative attitude in
the use of the second person plural for the
Deity?

After all, there. are three personal pro-
nouns singular and three plural. In com-
mon speech to each other we use the second
person plural, Quakers being the excep-
tion. We are not surprised when the editor
uses the first person plural—we even ex-
pect it; nor when the third person singular
1s used of Her Majesty the Queen. But can-
not we retain the second person singular
always for the divine pronoun? Thee, Thy,
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and Thine, to my ears at least, admittedly
tutored by former experience, have a ma-
jestic sound. “You” to our heavenly Father
introduces a familiarity that nearly breeds
contempt. It appears to be a hearty, matey,
overfriendly kind of approach that places
the Creator on our own human level. It re-
minds me of Dr. P. B. Ballard’s story of his
own daughter who wrote home in this
strain: ‘““Dear Old Spud, SOS Short of tin.”

The Oxford English Dictionary states
that Thou, Thee, Thine is used in address-
ing God or Christ and also in poetic lan-
guage. Chambers says that these pronouns
are used only in solemn address.

It is interesting to note that in the Middle
English period (approximately 1150-1485)
thou, thee, and thine were gradually super-
seded by ye, you, yours when addressing a
superior, and later an equal, so that a dis-
tinction was made in the choice of pro-
nouns. Custom has now seen a complete
reversal and the singular form of address is
reserved for superiors.

Do we have any counsel from the Spirit
of Prophecy on this point? Frankly no, if we
refer specifically to the singular pronoun;
but it seems to me that the general prind-
ple is covered. As early as 1854, when a
section of Adventists attempted to set a spe-
cific date for the Lord's advent, they were
guilty of using the name of God in an ir-
reverent manner. Some still “speak of God
as they would of a horse or of any other
commonplace thing."—Testimonies, vol. 1,
p- 410.

Certainly we should be very careful in
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the impressions we give others. “With what
reverence should we, who are fallen and
sinful, take it [the name of God] upon our
lips!”"—Education, p. 243.

Then: “Some think it a mark of humility
to pray to God in a common manner, as if
talking with a human being.”"—Gospel
Workers, p. 176.

And finally: “In the name of Jesus we
may come before Him with confidence, but
we must not approach Him with the bold-
ness of presumption, as though He were on
a level with ourselves. There are those who
address the great and all-powerful and holy
God, who dwelleth in light unapproach-
able, as they would address an equal, or
even an inferior. There are those who con-
duct themselves in His house as they would
not presume to do in the audience-cham-
ber of an earthly ruler. These should re-
member that they are in His sight whom
seraphim adore.”—Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, p. 252.

While we recognize that God is our Fa-
ther, that Jesus Christ is our Comforter,
like a guardian to orphans, that we are by
God’s grace, members of the family of
earth and heaven; yet can we not remem-
ber that the angels bow themselves before
the Majesty of the heavens? One of the
least marks of reverence could surely be
to address our Father as “Thou.” “Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory,” may we continue to pray.

* Reprinted from The Australasian Record and Advent
World Survey, Aug. 3, 1959.

The Seventh-day Adventist
Educational Emphasis

(Continued from page 7)

themselves to public work. And let me add
that the less you endeavor to impress peo-
ple that you have been attending a univer-
sity or a seminary, the better. Your own as-
sertions of this fact will do little to increase
your prestige. Rather, let this fact be at-
tested to by your deepened sympathy for
others, your fuller dedication to ministry of
whatever type of service, and your genuine
sincerity and natural simplicity.

Though Christ confounded the doctors,
scribes, and the educated of His day with
His wisdom and deep understanding of
truth, He also held in breathless interest
the common, ordinary people—the farmer,
the shoemaker, the herdsman, the day la-
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borer. He even awakened and held the at-
tention of little children. A philosophy of
education that produces such results is
what Seventh-day Adventists seek to
achieve.

We are in the throes of launching our
denominational university. It is not an easy
task, nor can it be accomplished in a few
weeks. It will cost a large sum before it is

Heaven often smites in mercy, even when
the blow is severest—Joanna Baillie.

An orator or author is never successful till
he has learned to make his words smaller than
his ideas.—Emerson.

developed fully to the place it is intended
to occupy in this denomination. The sacri-
fices will not all be on the part of those who
provide the funds. The leaders, charged
with the administrative responsibilities of
the developing institution, and especially
the faculty members, will all have joined
in sacrificial effort to achieve what we be-
lieve is absolutely necessary to provide a
center of Seventh-day Adventist higher
learning in these confused and uncertain
times.

Let me here pay tribute to our fine and
dedicated corps of teachers who are willing
to put aside personal considerations and
conveniences, to move along with our de-
nominational program. This attitude un-
derlines their dedication to the cause of
Seventh-day Adventist education. “I'm will-
ing to go anywhere to teach our young peo-
ple,” one of this group remarked to me. In
saying this, I am sure this individual ex-
pressed the feelings of all.

We have high hopes for the success of ev-
eryone who goes forth from this institu-
tion better equipped and inspired for serv-
ice. We believe that you here in this class
this evening, and the many more who will
{ollow you in years to come, will, with
clarity, simplicity, and conviction, witness
to the faith once delivered unto the saints,
and added to the spoken word, give that
much more forceful and persuasive expo-
sition—the good life, with ample evidence
that in you dwells the wisdom that is from
above, which is “pure, then peaceable, gen-
tle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy
and good fruits, without partiality, and
without hypocrisy.”
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EVANGELISM -- Winning Men for God

Evangelism at Emmanuel Missionary College

BRUCE JOHNSTON
Assistant Professor of Homiletics, Emmanuel Missionary College

AT EMC we are endeavoring to take the
students out into the field to supple-
ment class instruction with participation
in practical soul-winning activities. The
enthusiastic response to this plan is almost
overwhelming. The ministerial students
hunger for an opportunity to actually wit-
ness and participate in evangelistic meet-
ings.

A full year of practical evangelism has
just closed. Beginning July 5, 1958, with
the opening of a field school in Green Bay,
Wisconsin, it closed July 4, 1959, with a
baptism that marked the close of the cur-
rent summer’s field school in Allegan,
Michigan. Between these two campaigns
and during the school term two other pub-
lic efforts were conducted—a church cam-
paign in Elkhart, Indiana, in the fall, and
an auditorium campaign in Berrien
Springs, Michigan, this spring. More than
eighty baptisms resulted from these four
three-week campaigns.

For one to have had a part in leading a
soul to Christ is an unforgettable thrill that
sharpens the vision and increases the de-
sire to become a full-time soul winner for
God. This is a primary value of the field
training. To see a drunkard unshackled, to
witness the conversion of an ex-convict, to
welcome a backslider into the fold of safety,
to see tears of joy overwhelm a young mother
as her once unbelieving husband walks for-
ward to register his decision for Christ, to
view the unfolding of a life to Christ as
the result of the entrance of the light of
truth, to watch the miracle of the new birth
again and again in people young and old
from every walk of life, make indelible im-
pressions on the hearts as well as the minds
of young ministers in the making. Prayer
and the power of God can no longer be dry
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theory to them; they become living reali-
ties. Methods and techniques form an im-
portant part of the instruction, but without
the Holy Spirit’s work on human hearts, no
lasting good can be accomplished.

The plan we follow for instructing the
boys and conducting the campaigns is very
simple. We studiously avoid any elaborate
features that would tend to complicate the
program and discourage the young men
from trying public evangelism for them-
selves. Simple methods, utter dependence
upon God through prayer, followed by
much hard personal labor, characterize the
endeavor. This may be illustrated in this
summer’s field school.

The students with their instructor were
in the field together for five weeks. I lived
with my family in a rented house trailer.
The students, with the exception of one,
lived in the home of one of our conse-
crated physicians. Classes were conducted
three hours each morning for two weeks.
Afternoons and evenings the first week
were spent in preparing the auditorium and
visiting interested ones whose names had
come to us through the Voice of Prophecy,
These Times, and Faith for Today. The
Sunday night of the second week marked
the opening of a city-wide series of public
meetings. These continued every night for
three weeks. Each student was assigned an
important responsibility—publicity, plat-
form, ushering, visitation, secretarial, mu-
sic, medical, et cetera. All visited inten-
sively during the campaign in teams of two.
Each had opportunity to make visits with
the instructor so that he might learn both
by observation and participation.

The practical training emphasis was on
personal work: how to detect the degree of
interest of the people, how to pray with
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them, how to urge them to come to the
meetings, were some of the points empha-
sized in these visits. During the last week
of the public meetings and also during the
week following, a special class was con-
ducted to review the points of our faith
with those who took their stand. Two in-
spiring baptismal services were conducted
in a beautiful lake, and a total of twenty-
two were baptized.

A special feature each night, Monday
through Thursday, was “Prescription for
Better Living.” This was a health talk
given by a medically trained person. Dr.
Wayne McFarland counseled with us in
setting up this feature and was present on
the opening night to present the first talk.
Dr. E. B. Johnson, local CME graduate,
carried on with the help of other doctors
in the area, including two from the Health
Center in Battle Creek. Chapters from the
book Better Living, by Dr. McFarland,
served as a basis for most of the talks given.,

This feature was of special value in pre-

paring the way for the acceptance of our
health message.

One unique aspect of our training pro-
gram this summer was to team together a

The Hour of Prophecy
is an evangelistic train-
ing organization spon-
sored by the religion de-
partment of Emmanuel
Missionary College and
directed by Elder Bruce
Johnston, assistant pro-
fessor of homiletics. The
group shown in the pic-
ture participated in the
summer field school of
evangelism held in Alle-
gan, Michigan, June 1.
July 4. Twenty-two
persons were baptized
during the series of evan-
gelistic meetings. Back
row, left to right: Larry
Woolridge, Leighton Hol-
ley, John Cameron, Har-
old Greer, and Jim
Thomas. Front row: Carol
Sherman, Mrs. Leonard
Wheeler, Mrs. Bruce
Johnston, Elder Johnston,
Louis Wildman, Elder
H. H. Crandell, and Mrs.
Crandell.
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premedical student with a ministerial stu-
dent. Under a scholarship arrangement and
sponsored by a group of Michigan doctors,
they attended the field school and then held
a short campaign of their own, speaking on
alternate nights. At this writing they have
just completed their campaign at Hart-
ford, Michigan. During the invitations for
surrender a total of eight adults registered
their decisions to unite with the church.
You can imagine the thrill these two young
men experienced to see results like these
during the first calls they ever made. The
premedical student had never preached a
sermon before this summer. The attend-
ance was outstanding, and the support of
the church was exceptional. An excellent
interest has been developed and is being
followed up by the pastor.

Two other young men are conducting
tent meetings in Knox, Indiana. Attendance
has held up remarkably with a good num-
ber of non-Adventists present. On the first
call for surrender, twelve decisions were
registered. The interest is keen with the
prospect of a good harvest.

This counsel from the messenger of the

(Continued on page 42)




THE Christmas spirit is again spreading
over the world. A spirit of good will
seems to permeate all hearts at this time of
the year. Bright windows and smiling faces
are everywhere. It is as though we have
slipped on a magic cloak that has been put
away in moth balls in some secret closet, to
be brought out and worn only on this an-
nual occasion, on this day that is usually
noted in red letters on most calendars. It is
in a sense a real red-letter day.

True, there is much that ought not to be.
Commercialism often clouds the holiday
sky. But we must not lose the blessing of
the good will that is ours to enjoy by seeing
only the evil.

To say the very least, it is difficult to
make a just comparison between things ce-
lestial and things terrestrial, but surely
there is no other season on earth that comes
so close to men’s ideals of heavenly fellow-
ship as the Christmas season. Where can we
find a better example of what man’s atti-
tude to man should be than what is often
revealed on Christmas Day? Few emotions
equal the uplifting, generous, genial spirit
that mellows the hearts of so many during
this holiday period.

E. C. Baird has analyzed the activity of
this elusive Christmas spirit in the follow-
ing words:

1 enter the home of poverty, causing pale-faced
children to open their eyes wide, in pleased won-
der.

I cause the miser’s clutched hand to relax, and
thus paint a bright spot on his soul.

1 cause the aged to renew their youth and to
laugh in the old, glad way.

1 keep romance alive in the heart of childhood,
and brighten sleep with dreams woven of magic.

I cause eager feet to climb dark stairways with
filled baskets, leaving behind hearts amazed at the
goodness of the world.

1 cause the prodigal to pause a moment on his
wild, wasteful way, and send to anxious love some
little token that releases glad tears—tears which
wash away the hard lines of sorrow.

I enter dark prison cells, reminding scarred man-
hood of what might have been, and pointing for-
ward to good days yet to be.

1 come softly into the still, white home of pain,
and lips that are too weak to speak just tremble
in silent, eloquent gratitude.

In a thousand ways I cause the weary world to
look up into the face of God, and for a little mo-
ment forget the things that are small and wretched.

1 AM THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT!

One day two farmers met. The younger
farmer who habitually looked harassed and
worried said, “I don’t understand why
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farmer John gets along so well. He is al-
ways happy, never seems to worry, never
works harder than I do, I'm sure, yet the
work he does produces not only money but
contentment and happiness.”

The older farmer, who had known
farmer John since boyhood days, replied
with a smile, “Well, I'll let you figure it out
for yourself, but I reckon it’s Christmas
every day with Farmer John. I saw him in
town yesterday with a load of potatoes. He
couldn’t sell them to the stores because of
an overrun, so he went right to the houses
with them. At first he asked a dollar and a
half a bushel for them and sold nearly half
his load. Then he found that other farm-
ers were selling their potatoes for a dollar
and a quarter, so he promptly sold the rest
of his at the lower price. They all seemed
to want Farmer John’s potatoes. With all
his potatoes sold, do you think he went
home satisfied? Not Farmer John. He drove
back to every one who had paid him a dol-
lar and a half and returned the extra quar-
ter, and he handed over a couple of big red
apples to boot. Oh, every day is Christmas
Day with Farmer John. That’s why!”

Yes, there is something better than the
observance of Christmas Day, and that is
living the Christmas way every day—which
brings to mind a poem with a simple but di-
rect message that was authored by Wil
bur B. Nesbit and is entitled “Always
Christmas.”

Used to think that Christmas was nothin’ but a day

To get a lot o’ presents an’ to give a lot away.

Shouted, “Merry Christmas,” an’ helped to trim the
tree—

Just a day o’ Christmas was all that I could see.

But since I found that Christmas is more than any
day,

Christn};as came to our house—an’ never went away.

Struck me of a sudden that friendliness an’ cheer
Was meant to be on duty more than one day in the
year.
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riment

If we’re happy Christmas, why not the day before,
An’ the day that follows, an’ so on, evermore?
Got to thinkin’ of it—an’ that is why I say,
Christmas came to our house—an’ never went away.

Used to think that Christmas was nothin’ but a
date,

Till I learned that truly you would never have to
wait,

But that it’s the spirit that never stays apart,

If you let it find you, an’ keep it in your heart,

Since I found that Christmas is more than just a day,

Christmas came to our home—an’ never went away.

Henry van Dyke adds to this the search-
ing question:

Are you willing to forget what you have done for
other people, and to remember what other peo-
ple have done for you; to ignore what the world
owes you, and to think what you owe the world;
to put your rights in the background, and your
duties in the middle distance, and your chances to
do a little more than your duty in the foreground;
to see that your fellow men are just as real as you
are, and try to look behind their faces to their
hearts, hungry for joy; to own that probably the
only good reason for your existence is not what you
are going to get out of life, but what you are go-
ing to give to life; to close your book of com-
plaints against the management of the universe,
and look around you for a place where you can sow
a few seeds of happiness—are you willing to do these
things even for a day? Then you can keep Christmas.

Are you willing to stoop down and consider the
needs and the desires of little children; to remem-
ber the weakness and loneliness of people who are
growing old; to stop asking how much your friends
love you, and ask yourself whether you love them
enough; to bear in mind the things that other peo-
ple have to bear in their hearts; to try to understand
what those who live in the same house with you
really want, without waiting for them to tell you;
to trim your lamp so that it will give more light and
less smoke, and to carry it in front so that your
shadow will fall behind you; to make a grave for
your ugly thoughts, and a garden for your good
thoughts, with the gate open—are you willing to
do these things even for a day? Then you can keep
Christmas.
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Are you willing to believe that love is the strong-
est thing in the world—stronger than hate, stronger
than evil, stronger than death—and that the blessed
life which began in Bethlehem nineteen hundred
years ago is the image and brightness of the Eternal
Love? Then you can keep Christmas.

And if you keep it for a day, why not always?
But you can never keep it alone.

—"Keeping Christmas.” *

No, not alone. You can never keep it
alone! Far too many in the world are on
the wrong scent of holiday happiness. Al-
bert W. Beaven says:

The real Christmas experience for any one is the
turning on of the light within, which comes from
the spirit of the indwelling Christ. It is still His
incoming that makes the difference between a
darkened inn and a glorified stable. Before we go
on with our Christmas preparation, let us ask our-
selves whether the real Christmas has come to us;
whether what we are going through is just a form,
a bartering of gifts, a forced holiday, or whether
we have the real experience that makes Christmas
a joy and not a bore, Christ taken in and then given
out, that makes it a genuine Christmas for us and
for others; for “God shined in our hearts” that the
light might be passed on. All about us are those
who wait for our coming: lonely people, discour-
aged people, heartsick people living starved lives,
with so little of love and joy. Christmas opens our
eyes and challenges us to let our light shine outside
our own little circle and give cheer where it is
needed most, to the cheerless, the lonely, the desti-
tute—“The Luminous Christ.,” *

So, friend, let us hold fast to the true
spirit of Christmas. Let us keep it alive in
our hearts and minds. Why not permit it to
radiate its genial, refreshing, restoring
warmth to all with whom we come in con-
tact? Let all our Yuletide greetings be in
the spirit of Him who left all men a divine
rule for achieving peace and good will.
“All things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them.”

Therefore, with William Lytle we would
say—
Have you any old grudge you would like to pay,
Any wrong laid up from a by-gone day?
Gather them now and lay them away
‘When Christmas comes.

Hard thoughts are heavy to carry, my friend,

And life is short from beginning to end;

Be kind to yourself, leave nothing to mend
When Christmas comes.

—“When Christmas Comes.” *
* From Worship Resources for the Christian Year, edited

by Charles L. Wallis. Reprinted by permission of Harper
and Brothers.
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~ MUSIC IN WORSHI?

Twelve Great Hymns

H. B. HANNUM
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T IS one of the paradoxes of today that

we are surrounded with opportunities to
know and to live with the masterpieces in
art, music, literature, and other creative
fields, and yet many do not take advantage
of these blessings. In the field of music
alone there are a large number of record-
ings of the finest music ever created by
man, and these may be purchased for a
small amount of money. Never before has
it been possible for anyone to listen to such
a wealth of beautiful music at so low a cost.
The same may be said for literature and
other artistic creations.

Never before has the church had such an
opportunity to sing the greatest hymns of
the Protestant tradition as now. And yet
many Christians are satisfied to sing trivial
and unworthy songs of little permanent
value.

The gospel message being carried to the
world by Seventh-day Adventists is a thrill-
ing fullsalvation message that sums up the
work of previous leaders, such as Luther,
Calvin, Wesley, and others. Out of this
Protestant tradition has come the emphasis
upon congregational singing of songs that
have proved their literary and musical
worth. The church today inherits a vast
number of powerful and spiritual songs
that should accompany the proclamation
of the gospel. Unfortunately many of these
songs are unknown among numerous Sev-
enth-day Adventists.

Here are twelve hymns worthy to be
sung much more than they are by our
church members. They are not necessarily
the greatest of all hymns, but they surely
are hymns of great spiritual depth and
meaning. Their survival through the years
indicates their vitality. For years they have
been a great blessing to large numbers of
Christians.

“Now thank we all our God,” by Martin
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Rinkart (Church Hymnal, No. 90), comes
from a troubled period in German history.
It was written about 1636 and expresses
thankfulness to God for protection
through troubled times. The music for this
hymn is famous as one of the greatest of all
chorales. It has been the basis for numer-
ous sacred compositions. It should be a
familiar tune to everyone.

“Q God, our help in ages past,” by Isaac
Watts (Church Hymnal, No. 81), is almost
a national hymn in importance in Eng-
land. The words read like 2 modern psalm,
having great dignity and tremendous sig-
nificance, The tune is remarkable in its
simplicity and power. Every congregation
should know and use this hymn.

“Come, ye thankful people, come,” by
Henry Alford (Church Hymnal, No. 496),
expresses in an excellent way thankfulness
to God at the harvesttime of the year. It
points forward to the rejoicing when the
harvest of the earth is finally reaped and
all God’s people are gathered home. This
is a beautiful hymn that is too neglected by
our churches.

“Jesus, still lead on,” by Count Nicolaus
L. von Zinzendorf (Church Hymnal, No.
676), is a hymn of great force, simplicity,
and brevity. It should be sung with great
breadth and dignity. It is a hymn entirely
free from the sentimental, enticing, and
sweet harmonies of much trivial sacred
music.

“All things bright and beautiful,” by
Cecil F. Alexander (Church Hymnal, No.
421), represents the ideal type of nature
hymn, or the kind best suited to children,
for Sabbath school, or for young people. It
also belongs to adults. The melody is a
traditional folk song. The mood of the song
is cheerful and happy.

“All glory, laud, and honor,” by Theo-
dulph of Orleans, translated from the
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Latin by John Mason Neale (Church Hym-
nal, No. 15), is an example of significant
and meaningful words set to a most beauti-
ful melody. This music is much used by
composers as the basis for religious
compositions.

“We gather together to ask the Lord’s
blessing,” (Church Hymnal, No. 8),
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King
of creation,” (Church Hymnal, No. 12),
and “Rejoice, ye pure in heart,” (Church
Hymnal, No. 17), are three hymns of
praise that are hard to surpass for their
dignity, simplicity, spiritual power, and
beauty of expression. They should be bet-
ter known in our churches, and if better
known, they are sure to be more frequently
sung.

A unique evening hymn of great beauty
is “All praise to Thee, my God, this night,”
by Thomas Ken (Church Hymnal, No.
53). The music is in the form of a canon, or
a type of composition in which the melody
is repeated at a later interval by another
voice. The melody of the tenor is the same
as the soprano beginning four notes later.
Both the words and music of this great
hymn should be known to all worshipers.

While the words “When I survey the
wondrous cross,” by Isaac Watts (Church
Hymnal, No. 118), are well known to our
congregations, the tune “Rockingham
01d” is not so well known. It is a far su-
perior tune to No. 120, and it would grow
in popularity with congregations if they
would take the time to learn it.

“Go to dark Gethsemane,” by James
Montgomery (Church Hymnal, No. 122),
is one of the finest and most challenging
hymns on the sufferings of Christ. The mu-
sic is of extreme simplicity and the message
of the words is one that every Christian

should ponder often. It is good to find a
hymn on this subject free from the weak-
ness of emotionalism.

There are many other unfamiliar hymns
of equal value to these twelve. Sometimes
the familiar hymns that are sung so fre-
quently, when carefully examined, prove
to be trivial and unworthy of continual

He that urges gratitude pleads the cause both
of God and men, for without it we can neither be
sociable nor religious.—Seneca.

use, especially musically. The church needs
music of strength and beauty to match the
message.

It should be the privilege of the ministry
to lead our congregations forward and up-
ward in songs of praise, so that it may truly
be said: “Heaven’s communion begins on
earth. We learn here the keynote of its
praise.”—~FEducation, p. 168. There is no
conference department for the promotion
of the use of better hymns in our churches.
To anyone who knows the Church Hymnal
at all it is obvious that all the material in
it is not of equal worth. Congregations that
drift along without leadership in music
will naturally tend toward the use of infe-
rior materials. It takes effort and leader-
ship in this as in all worthy projects to make
advancement. Here as in other church af-
fairs the responsibility rests with the min-
ister. If progress is made, he will be the one
to sponsor it. By his personal example, and
with the aid of trained musicians in his
congregation whom he will enlist, the min-
ister can lead our congregations to much
higher ground in the praise of God
through hymns.
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Comprehensive Preaching
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THE usefulness of a planned yearly cycle
of sermons is based on the necessity of
completeness in preaching. It is our task to
proclaim the complete divine message. “Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, . . .
teaching them to observe all things whatso-
ever I have commanded you’ (Matt. 28:
19, 20).

When taking leave of the elders of the
church in Ephesus, the apostle Paul stated
that he had neglected no significant part of
the gospel in his preaching: “Ye know, . . .
how I kept back nothing that was profit-
able unto you” (Acts 20:18-20).

As human beings we have the tendency
to cover the subjects we prefer, those with
which we are best acquainted. This natural
tendency can, however, have the inconven-
ient result of incomplete preaching, for we
may, without realizing it, neglect those sub-
jects that do not engage our immediate in-
terest. These neglected subjects may, how-
ever, be useful for the edification of the
church.

The danger of partial preaching is more
easily avoided in churches where several
preachers-follow one another in the pulpit.
Those parts of the teaching aspect of
preaching that are lacking or weak in one
minister will be presented effectively by
one of the other speakers, and in this way
the church receives more complete spirit-
ual nourishment. However, when it is nec-
essary for the same minister to hold forth
in the same pulpit Sabbath after Sabbath,
then it becomes necessary for him to give
greater attention to undertaking a broad
program of teaching in his preaching, in
order to meet the various needs of his con-
gregation. In order to accomplish this com-
prehensiveness, it is wise to follow a
monthly and yearly program of sermons,
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which, when applied to the various and
changing needs of the church, will make it
possible for the preacher to cover every
phase of spiritual instruction that might
be wuseful for the edification of his
parishioners.

In this article we will examine three
fundamental types of sermons, which, after
due consideration has been given to the
immediate needs of the church, should al-
ways be included in the monthly cycles of
sermons. We will not try to classify these
types in a formal theoretical way, but
rather according to their intimate relation
to our innermost beings. Whatever we con-
sciously do as human beings, we still re-
main ourselves in the completeness of our
person and therefore in the sum total of
our faculties. However, our various activi-
ties differ in origin one from another be-
cause of the predominance in our person
of one of our faculties over the others.
Thus, we see for example, when we exam-
ine a Bible text historically and critically,
our intellect predominates; however, when
we engage in missionary work, the will has
the upper hand, and when we share the
sorrows of one who is suffering, our hearts
control our person. It is nevertheless more
than true that the prevalence of anyone
of these different aspects of our personal-
ity does in no way exclude the presence of
the other faculties, which remain for the
time being in the background.

In accordance with what has just been
written, in our preaching we have three
fundamental types of sermons, each based
on the predominance of one of our differ-
ent spiritual faculties. These three types
should alternate with one another, in or-
der that together they might encompass the
completeness of the gospel message.
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Intellectual Activity: Teaching

Teaching is a fundamental part of the
work of the preacher. Speaking to Timothy
concerning this aspect of the minister’s ac-
tivity, Paul says: “T'he servant of the Lord
must not strive; but be gentle unto all men,
apt to teach” (2 Tim. 2:24).

Teaching is a typical intellectual activity
that takes place through the communica-
tion of clear and distinct concepts. The
activity of teaching by the preacher has as
its aim to give a firm foundation to a per-
son’s religious experience and to enable
him to defend it from the attacks of error
and give it the faculty of transmission to
others.

The teaching of Bible doctrines together
with the exposition of erroneous doctrines
that may have appeared in the local com-
munity, will be an integral part of this type
of sermon. The study of Bible prophecies,
especially those regarding our present time,
will also be included. Ellen G. White rec-
ommends a systematic study of the books of
Daniel and the Revelation (Gospel Work-
ers, p- 148). To this we might add the exe-
getical studies of several books of the Bible.
The General Conference has also recom-
mended the study of the Church Manual
with the local church boards. This is cer-
tainly good counsel, because it is better to
substitute the teaching of the denomina-
tion on fundamental positions of the
church for what may be individual teach-
ings and ideas of one preacher or group
of members.

There is one danger, however, that
awaits this particular type of sermons, and
that is abstractness, which is the substitu-
tion of generalizations for particular facts.
This may lead to aridity or pseudointel-
lectualism, for few of us can effectively en-
gage in real profound intellectual activity.

Volitive Activity: Exhortation

Besides being called to teach, the pastor
is also called to exhort: “Preach the word;

be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2).

Exhortation is an activity typical of the
will, for it aims at convincing others and
influencing them to do that which we want
them to do. Before speaking more con-
cretely concerning this type of sermon, I
shall mention briefly two different methods
of exhortation. The first method consists
in directly urging others to undertake cer-
tain actions. The member almost feels he
must do a certain thing, because his pastor
wants him to do it. Such a direct manner of
exhortation may have temporary success
with persons who have complete confi-
dence in the preacher and have not yet
developed a critical sense of judgment or a
marked autonomy of conscience. However,
it may irritate more mature persons.

The second method of exhortation, less
direct than the first, obtains much better re-
sults in the long run and shows more re-
spect for the dignity of the individual. This
method consists in showing others what is
right. If the congregation understands
what is right and good, it will try to pro-
duce it, because men in general, and espe-
cially believers, are ready to do that which
they think is right.

The monthly missionary Sabbath ser-
mons, in which the will has such an impor-
tant part, are typical hortative sermons.
These aim at producing an organized mis-
sionary action on the part of the church.
Sermons that invite the church to greater
generosity, when a special offering is being
taken up or when the Ingathering cam-
paign is being launched, should also be
hortative in nature.

It is a good thing to speak from time to
time concerning the tithe, making it, how-
ever, clearly understood that giving to the
Lord is not so much a duty as it is a privi-
lege. The church that gives solely because
it feels it must is in a sad state of lukewarm-
ness, which approaches decadence. “It is
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more blessed to give than to receive.”
These words of Jesus should constantly be
uppermost in our minds when we invite
others to give.

Effective Activity: Feel With Passion

If our activity is to be effective, heart
dedication will be a predominant factor. It
is the predominance of feeling that repre-
sents tﬁe typical distinguishing mark of a
calling in contrast to a profession. Teach-
ing and exhortation is a work that can be
accomplished with a certain amount of
technical skill by him who is not an apos-
tle. But, feeling with passion, with a com-
plete dedication of body and soul to our
mission, to our church, to our brother, is
the true, clear sign of a divine calling. This
burning passion for souls made the apostle

If I can put one touch of rosy sunset into the
life of any man or woman, I shall feel that I have
worked with God.—George Macdonald.

Paul exclaim: “For now we live, if ye stand
fast in the Lord” (1 Thess. 3:8). Writing
brokenheartedly to the brethren of Galatia
who had gone astray, Paul again says: “My
little children, of whom I travail in birth
again until Christ be formed in you” (Gal.
4:19).

Thus the prime factor in being ministers
of the gospel should never be financial gain
or search for honors, but solely a passion or
love for souls. This should be the funda-
mental element of all activities of the
preacher. There are sermons in which the
passion of the heart prevails over all other
activities of man. This profound feeling
transforms itself in a mystical experience of
personal relationship with God, in which
the soul contemplates and exults in the vi-
sion of God’s love. The preacher expresses
to others the richness of his world and
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evokes in his listeners sentiments similar to
his own, which transcend the need of using
rational arguments. In this way a convic-
tion is brought about that passes beyond the
purely logical level and produces conver-
sion of hearts.

From this way of feeling emerge those
fundamental sermons that deal with God’s
love for man, the work of Christ, the neces-
sity of repentance and faith, and conversion
to God. Included also in this category are
those other types of sermons that introduce
prayers, testimonies, altar calls, and pub-
lic consecration to God.

As Ellen G. White well says, that which
must occur above all else in our preaching
is a stronger emphasis upon these funda-
mental values of love and of the heart.

“Many of our ministers have merely ser-
monized, presenting subjects in an argu-
mentative way, and scarcely mentioning
the saving power of the Redeemer.”—
Gospel Workers, p. 156.

Speak about Jesus, you who teach the
people. Speak of Him in every sermon, in
every hymn, in every prayer. With your
concerted efforts lead troubled, despondent
souls to the Lamb of God. Speak about a
risen Saviour and say to all those who listen
to you: “Walk in love, as Christ also hath
loved us, and hath given himself for us”
(Eph. 5:2).

( Prayer covers the whole of a man’s life. There is no thought, feeling, yearning,
or desire, however low, trifling, or vulgar we may deem it, which, if it affects our real
interest or happiness, we may not lay before God and be sure of His sympathy. His
nature is such that our often coming does not tire Him. The whole burden of the
whole life of every man may be rolled onto God and not weary Him, though it has

wearied the man.—H. W. Beecher.
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The Voice of Experience

[A rew years ago one of our ministers received a wonder-
fully encouraging letter from his father-in-law, a retire
minister with a long experience to enforce his words. The
letter impressed us as being worth reproduction here. Its
counsels should help our workers everywhere as they face
the problems incident to ministry of the church.—Eps.]

DEear Epwin:

Although your nice letter wasn’t for me, I
read it, and from it think I have reasons for
writing to you. First, I want to congratulate
you on your good work since taking over there
in ———. I know that you have had your hands
full and many problems, but you seem to be
doing all right at it. Keep it up.

For a time I thought I would not give the
$22.35 Minute Man goal to the Ingathering
campaign this year, but I turned in my check
for that sum yesterday and am glad I did so. I
learned that 30 per cent of all funds spent for
foreign missionary work comes from the In-
gathering campaigns, and I wouldn’t want to
be left out of it. And I had thought to cut down
my Sabbath school offering somewhat, but this,
too, I changed, and I shall give the same this
year as last. You see, God hasn’t taken a thing
away from me, so why should I take from Him?

I know it seems that the emphasis is placed on
money, but then, when I think that this emphasis
is felt everywhere else, I can’t believe it is worse
in our church than elsewhere. It costs to keep a
family going, to pay taxes, and why not to keep
the church going also? So I thought it all out,
and have decided that as far as I am concerned
I shall make no exception with my church. If
others spend the money unwisely, I am indeed
sorry but not responsible. I figure those who do
the spending are but human, as I am. I think of
my many mistakes and thus try to excuse them
if they really do make errors. I am tempted to
believe they do at times, but when I am entirely

without facts to support this belief, I lay it aside.

This I know, Edwin. The man who is hard
put to accomplish a job finds means and ways by
his hard efforts, and thus he grows, and in time
he is offered something better. I say to you, ac-
cept any and all punishment in the way of work
that is placed on your shoulders and bend to
the ground, if need be, to accomplish it. The
busy man is the one to call upon for more work,
not the idle one, and one’s superior is bound in
time to notice and promote a man who is always
busy and willing, and because of his work
brings in better results.

With all its failings, the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church is God’s own church, with God’s last
message for mankind. Be happy that you have a
part, even if a humble or arduous one, in tak-
ing this message to people in ———. Cultivate
every good trait, especially love for others, and
pray about all weaknesses you may find in
yourself or that others may seem to see in you.
Don’t get the idea that you are perfect, because
there’s no further growth to perfection, but be
assured that you are very human. Recognize that
everyone else is in the same fix, and don’t be-
come discouraged. Struggle and study, prayer
after prayer, and the opening of your whole
heart and being to God, as far as I know, is the
only way to success. Hold the Book in your
hands as often as possible, reading from its
pages the many letters God has written to yorr
therein. Don’t let success or the lack of it turn
your mind from the main purpose. Keep work-
ing along toward a goal, never giving up, never
doubting, and someday the sun will shine forth
to bring you a sight of success and happiness for
your labors.

Remember that those above you know best

(Continued on page 42)
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The Minister's Wie,

Part 1

SO HIGH are the standards that everyone else
has for the wife of a minister that her own
standards must necessarily be exceedingly lofty,
and her exemplification of them exceedingly
consistent, if she is to escape being a disap-
pointment both to her husband and the people
among whom and for whom he labors. ~

The home of a minister is designed to be a
school of every Christian virtue, the exemplifi-
cation of every Christian standard, a replica
of the church itself, a small diocese which is to
serve as a model for every home about it, a pat-
tern of peace, good order, and devotion. The
minister and his wife are expected to make it
all that it should be.

The wife of a minister is expected to be an
example of all Christian and housewifely vir-
tues, an understanding helper in all her hus-
band’s activities, a counselor of superior intel-
ligence, and a model in dress, in conduct, in
speech, and in every Christian standard.

The family of a minister should be a school
of religion, a copy and model for all the mem-
bers, governed wisely and efficiently by the min-
ister as a first qualification of fitness for his
work of leadership in the church. “For if a
man know not how to rule his own house, how
shall he take care of the church of God?” 1 Tim.
3:5.

The choicest gift God can give a man in the
ministry is a competent, intelligent, discreet,
careful, and Christian wife. Her price is above
rubies. She is literally invaluable.

The meanest trick the devil can play on a
man in the ministry is to get him married to a
careless, incompetent, indiscreet, and worldly
wife. Thereby he brings certain ruin to that
man’s efficiency and progress, and neutralizes
his every effort for God.

Divine Guidance Needed

And the biggest mistake any minister or
would-be minister ever makes is to take unto
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himself 2 woman who is not of God’s choosing
for him. If any man ever needs divine guidance
in anything at all, the man of God needs it when
he chooses a helpmeet. A mistake here is fatal
for life.

An unsanctified wife is the greatest curse that
a minister can have.—~—Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 139.

I saw the wives of the ministers. Some of them
are no help to their husbands, yet they profess
the third angel’s message. They think more of
studying their own wishes and pleasure than the
will of God, or how they can hold up the hands of
their husbands by their faithful prayers and careful
walk. I saw that some of them take so willful and
selfish a course that Satan makes them his instru-
ments and works through them to destroy the in-
fluence and usefulness of their husbands.—Ibid.,
p- 187.

Satan has had much to do with controlling the
labors of the ministers through the influence of
selfish, ease-loving companions.—Ibid., p. 451.

Since such possibilities are involved in this
matter of a mate for life, how supremely impor-
tant it is that a minister should make no mistake
in his choice. Certainly he should most closely
adhere to the Scriptural rule for all Christians,
“only in the Lord.” But in addition to this
there are motives of a less selfish character
which should have a decided bearing upon his
determination.

The tone of his ministry will be shaped and
molded by his choice of a wife. He will not be
the man he was. He will be under the constraint
of new inclinations and principles of action.
Every flock he shepherds will be influenced by
the choice he makes. His people either will be
benefited or will suffer loss. Consequently they
will be deeply interested in this matter, and
rightly so. This is not to be considered intru-
sion into affairs that do not concern them. This
does concern them.

A pulpit committee, when conferring with a
prospective pastor, asked about his wife. This
nettled the somewhat sensitive preacher, and
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he asked, “You are not thinking of calling my
wife, are you?” Whereupon a wise old farmer
said, “No, we ain’t goin’ to call her, but if we
call you, she’s a-goin’ to come.” Exactly. And
on his wife’s demeanor, her example, and her
influence, the success or failure of any man’s
pastorate is going to depend.

There is no wayv of measuring the influence
which a wife’s spirit has on the spirit of a min-
ister, or the degree of influence she exerts upon
all his work. If she fails to measure up to the
full standards fixed for a minister’s wife, by
that very degree she will impede his work, un-
settle his efforts, and unsanctify his spirit. If
there is such a thing as a good work in the
world, it is the work of the ministry. The af-
fairs of this employment are the greatest in the
world. When these are carried forward in the
right way, God’s purposes are being realized.
But such are the incalculable consequences of
his wife’s character to the minister, that, if she
is a hindrance to him in carrying on God’s
work, she will hang as a dead weight on all that
he endeavors to do.

Richard Baxter was asked, “Ought a clergy-
man to marry?”’ His answer was, “Yes; but let
him think, and think, and think again before
he does it.” Sound advice. But let there be
added to it that he should also pray, and pray,
and pray again before he does it. In this, above
all else, he needs divine assistance and guid-
ance.

A Yokefellow in His Work

There is a difference between a Christian
and a ministerial choice of a wife. A Christian
wants a helpmeet for himself. But a min-
ister wants this and more. He wants besides a
vokefellow in his work. That is, he wants for his
people as well as for himself. And when a
woman unites hersell to a Christian minister,
she has bound herself not only to him, but
also to his work, and to his cross. She must ex-
pect to share not only his joys and satisfac-
tions, but also in the double measure of hard-
ness, misrepresentation, and reproach which is
usually the portion of the faithful servant of
God.

The place which a minister’s wife should oc-
cupy and the work she should do are set before
us in these words:

I saw that the wives of the ministers should help
their husbands in their labors and be exact and
careful what influence they exert, for they are
watched, and more is expected of them than of
others. Their dress should be an example. Their
lives and conversation should be an example, savor-
ing of life rather than of death. I saw that they
should take a humble, meek, yet exalted stand, not
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having their conversation upon things that do not
tend to direct the mind heavenward. The great
inquiry should be: “How can I save my own soul,
and be the means of saving others?” I saw that no
half-hearted work in this matter is accepted of God.
He wants the whole heart and interest, or He will
have none. Their influence tells, decidedly, unmis-
takably, in favor of the truth or against it. They
gather with Jesus, or scatter abroad—Ibid., p. 139.

The character of the failure which the wife of
the minister makes when she does not live up
to her high possibilities, is thus stated:

The minister’s wife who is not devoted to God is
no help to her husband. While he dwells upon the
necessity of bearing the cross and urges the impor-
tance of self-denial, the daily example of his wife
often contradicts his preaching and destroys its
force. In this way she becomes a great hindrance
and often leads her husband away from his duty
and from God. She does not realize what a sin she
is committing. Instead of seeking to be useful, seek-
ing with true love for souls to help such as need
help, she shrinks from the task and prefers a use-
less life. She is not constrained by the power of
Christ’s love and by unselfish, holy principles. She
does not choose to do the will of God, to be a co-
worker with her husband, with angels, and with
God.—Ibid., p. 450.

The Way She Dresses

What a minister’s wife does, and how she
dresses, will be considered far plainer interpre-
tations of his teachings on such points than any
words he says. If his words take high ground
in Christian principles, and his wife does not
live up to his high principles, it will be his wife’s
example rather than his admonitions that his
people will follow. For it will be most naturally
concluded that what she does is what he meant
by his teaching, for certainly what she does
must have his approval, or otherwise she would
not do it.

Especially in this matter of simplicity and
plainness in dress is the minister’s wife to set
an example and be an example.

Especially should the wives of our ministers be
careful not to depart from the plain teachings of the
Bible on the point of dress. Many look upon these
injunctions as too old-fashioned to be worthy of
notice; but He who gave them to His disciples un-
derstood the dangers from the love of dress in our
time and sent to us the note of warning. Will we
heed the warning and be wise>—Ibid., vol. 4, p. 630.

Our ministers and their wives should be an ex-
ample in plainness of dress; they should dress
neatly, comfortably, wearing good material, but
avoiding anything like extravagance and trimmings,
even if not expensive; for these things tell to our
disadvantage.—Testimonies to Ministers, p. 180.

* Taken from The Divine Art of Preaching,
Carlyle B. Haynes.

by the late
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'BIBLE INSTRUCTOR

Organization in the New Testament Church

BESS NINA]J

Associate Chaplain, Washington Sanitarium and Hospiial

[This outline of instruction for training deacons and
deaconesses has been used by Bess Ninaj, an experienced
Bible instructor connected with the Washington Sanitarium.
Our ministers and workers generally will appreciate this
information.—L. C. K.]

I. Oricin oF CHURCH (ORGANIZATION.
The Acts of the dpostles, chapter 9).

1. A crisis among the early Christians.

a. Satan sought to check the progress of the
gospel.

b. Satan tried to create disunion in the
church by arousing old prejudices among
the new Christians.

¢. The Grecian Christians began to murmur
about “an alleged neglect of the Greek
widows.”

2. Rapid growth of the church had created
responsibilities too great for one man or set
of men.

3. A meeting of the believers was called to
outline a plan for better organization of all
the working forces in the church.

4. Seven men were selected, ordained, and set
apart as deacons.

a. The plan was “in the order of God.”

b. This organization later sexrved as a model
to other churches.

c. These men were to have a uniting in-
fluence on the church.

(Read

II. PrrroSE OoF APPOINTING DEACONs.

1. To free ministers from certain duties so
that they would be able to devote their time
to preaching the gospel.

2. To give careful consideration to needs of in-
dividuals within the church.

3. To care for the financial interests of the
church.

4. To bind together various interests of the
church into a united whole.
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5. To distribute to the poor.
6. To handle and adjust minor matters.
7. To instruct others in the truth.

II1. QUALIFICATIONS OF DEACONS. Acts 6:1-6;
1 Tim. 3:8-13; Titus 1:6-9; 1 Peter 5:2-4;
and The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 90, 95.

1. Character: Honest, blameless, not double-
tongued, not greedy for money, grave, sober,
not self-willed, not soon angry, hospitable,
just, holy, temperate, willing, full of Holy
Ghost, an example to others.

2. Ability and zeal: Full of wisdom, willing,
ready mind, “first be proved,” not a lord,
qualified “to instruct others in the truth.”
Men of firmness and decision, who would
take their position unitedly on the side of
right; able to act as officers; have high stan-
dards of leadership.

3. Family above reproach: Wife faithful in all
things; faithful children; be the husband of
one wife, and rule children and household
well.

1V. BiBLE REFERENCES TO WOMEN ASSISTANTS.

1. Phoebe spoken of as a “servant” (or dea-
coness), and a ‘“succourer of many”’ (Rom.
16:1, 2).

2. Paul speaks of “women which laboured with
me in the gospel” (Phil. 4:3).

V. Duties or DEAcoNEssEs. (See Church Man-
ual, p. 88.)

1. Assist with Communion: Bake the bread,
purchase the wine, take care of linens and
other articles, set up communion table, and
dispose of bread and wine following the
service.

2. Ordinance of humility: Care for linens, ba-
sins, etc.; serve at table during service; see
that members and-visitors take part.

THE MINISTRY



Vegetable
STEAKS

Taste-tempting and a
delightful main dish that
pleases the whole family.
Serve in any way that you
would meat. Made entirely
from selected vegetable
products. So economical,
too, as there is no waste.
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Prime Vegetable
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Newest Battle Creek Vege-
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food resembling sand-
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Fine for sandwich
spreads—croquettes and
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ent that "tickles the
palate.”
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soups, gravies, creamed
casseroles, loaf dishes or
sandwiches.
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The Battle Creek Food Company, Battle Creek, Mich.

Battle Creek Foods on Sale at College Stores,
Health Food Stores and Diet Food Sections
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3. Baptism: Care for equipment and materials,
such as robes, sheets, towels, caps, and blan-
kets; assist the women who are being bap-
tized; and instruct candidates on what to
bring.

4. Serve on welcoming committee at church
service.

5. Visit church members, particularly before
communion service.

6. Care for the poor and sick.

7. Attend church business meetings and give
report of activities.

VI. UNEXPLORED POSSIBILITIES FOR DEACONESSES.

1. Help with communion service at the home
of sick members or others not able to partici-
pate in the church service.

no

. Hospital visitation of members.
3. Visit bercaved families, help as necessary,
see that flowers are sent.

4. “Instruct others in the truth,” as did the
deacons (The Acts of the Apostles, p. 90);
visit people in own neighborhood and in
vicinity of church; refer interest to the pas-
tor; give Bible studies; and help with Sunday
school, Vacation Bible School, and other
projects.

Deacons and deaconesses should engage in
practical missionary work. They should learn
to give Bible readings, to conduct cottage meet-
ings, to teach principles of health and temper-
ance, and give treatments to the sick.

Bible Instructor Honored

FROM our interesting signal post and watch-
tower here at the General Conference we
observe with great interest the constant prog-
ress of our denominational work. Whether this
advancement is evident in our immediate circle
or in an affiliated department, we rejoice that it
belongs to the evangelistic achievement of God’s
causc. Recently scanning the usual weekly stack
of literature, both denominational and non-
Adventist, that comes to our office, we noticed
an interesting news item from Faith for Today
Tele-notes, September number:

Dorothy Conklin, a native of New England, came
to Faith for Today three years ago with over eight-
een years experience as a personal Bible instructor.
She taught school before starting her career in re-
ligious work in Boston. From there she journeyed
to Texas, later returning to New York, taking
time out only to spend two terms in a theological
seminary in Washington, D.C.

While doing Bible work in New York City she
was asked to join Faith for Today. Although con-
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tinuously busy in answering students’ questions, she
finds time to write for religious journals. Recently
a book manuscript of hers won recognition in an
Author’s Award Contest. The book, The Golden
Oil, analyzes the parable of the ten virgins and fo-
cuses attention on those things which made the
foolish virgins foolish. It also defines the person-
ality of the Holy Spirit and His work in our lives.
The book will be released soon by the Pacific
Press of Mountain View, California.

Such good news, straight from the source,
deserves a cheer from the Ministerial Associa-
tion. Whatever responsibilities have been added
to Dorothy Conklin’s work, she is a Bible in-
structor at heart. Tur MiNISTRY is aware of her
writing ability. Her recent book, The Golden
Oil, is dedicated to evangelism; we recognize
that it was first developed in the author’s
unique Bible class conducted in New York City.
Our Bible instructors will want her book, which
will also find an honored place in the Ministe-
rial Association library with other works writ-
ten by our Bible instructors. We treasure this
contribution of talent from our ranks.

Now, sister Bible instructors, others of our
number have the gift of writing—but they do
not write! At least it requires much persuasion
before the editorial office hears from them in a
tangible way. Are you using this talent for your
own journal, THE MINisTRY? You are busy, we'll
grant that, but every normal person should de-
velop a hobby. Writing means health to your
mind and body. Why not determine now that
many whom you cannot influence for the Lord
by your presence will be reached by your writ-
ing ministry? How about that long-promised ar-
ticle you were to share with the Bible instruc-
tors? We will surely welcome it.

Louise C. KLEUSER
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Between the Testaments, Charles ¥. Pfeiffer, Baker
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan, 1959,
132 pages, $2.95.

This book covers a significant and dramatic pe-
riod of church history. The author, C. F. Pfeiffer,
is associate professor of Old Testament at Gordon
Divinity School. He holds a Ph.D. degree. His ear-
lier book, The Dead Sea Scrolls, created unusual
interest. The writer has the ability to be factual
and yet not dogmatic. Between the Testamenis
shows the author’s acquaintance with archeol-
ogy. More recent findings have provoked much in-
terest in intertestament times and this work is rec-
ommended to Bible, history, and archeology teach-
ers, as well as to ministers. A helpful chronological
table, a bibliography of excellent source material,
and a list of books for the student’s further read-
ing suggest this volume to be a ready tool for col-
lege and seminary use and for the pastor’s study.

Louise C. KLEUSER

The Praying Christ, James G. S. S. Thomson, Wm.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand
Rapids, Michigan, 1959, 155 pages, $3.00.

There may be many books in your library on the
subject of prayer, but perhaps there is room for one
more. The Praying Christ is not an ordinary treatise
on prayer; it is a careful, Biblically documented
study of Jesus’ pattern and practice of prayer. This
volume is scholarly in its Scriptural content and
can be used effectively as source material for ser-
mons and Bible studies on the subject of prayer.

The author was missionary to the Moslems in
French North Africa for eight years. For six years he
taught Hebrew and Semitic languages in New Col-
lege. He is a member of the Society of the Old
Testament Study in Great Britain and of the
Oriental Society of Glasgow University. His most
recent post has been professor of Hebrew and Old
Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary in
Georgia.

The first two chapters of this work are rich in
material on Christ’s teaching and prayer habits.
Another chapter is devoted to a careful analysis of
His intercessory prayer to His Father in behalf of
Himself and all those who should love Him down
through the years (John 17).

Christ’s answer to His disciple’s request, “Lord,
teach us to pray,” is then examined. In this chapter
we are given guidance for the presentation of our
own prayers. Another chapter is given over to a
consideration of Christ as our merciful high priest
in heaven and to our relationships with Him
through prayer.

38

The reader will appreciate the well-organized
Biblical and theological character of this book. It
has been logically written with the lead thought of
each paragraph denoted in outline form. Then fol-
low the subordinate thoughts, easily cataloged and
recognized. An excellent bibliography of three pages
concludes this work. A. C. F.

Great Sermons of the World, Clarence Edward
Macartney, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, 1958, 454 pages, $4.95.

Clarence Edward Macartney has had a long and
distinguished career as a preacher and author. In
this latest book he has gathered sermons from
twenty-five of the world’s most famous preachers,
starting with Clement of the first century and end-
ing with G. Campbell Morgan. The general rule
followed has been to select the outstanding
preacher of different periods of history, and then
choose his most powerful and effective sermon. It is
illuminating to trace the religious concepts
throughout the centuries, to follow the changes in
sermonizing and style, and to analyze the reason
why in their day they were considered good or even
great sermons. We would profit by reading these
sermons, not particularly for the purpose of finding
something to say but to enlarge our own capacity
of saying what we have to say in a more convincing
and attractive way.

Clarence Macartney’s interesting introduction
says: “To read a celebrated sermon is like visiting
the scene of some great transaction in history. Espe-
cially profitable for preachers is the reading of the
sermons by the sons of thunder of the pulpit of
the past. The noblest passion on earth, preaching is
also a great art. All the glory and romance of the
Christian pulpit rises before us as we read the ut-
terances of the prophets of God who have reasoned
with men of righteousness and temperance and
judgment to come.”

Sermons of special interest to our readers will be:
“Glorious Displays of Gospel Grace,” by Rowland
Hill; “The Christian Missionary,” by Robert Hall;
“The Triumph of Calvary,” by Christmas Evans;
“The Expulsive Power of a New Affection,” by
Thomas Chalmers; “Stewardship,” by Charles Fin-
ney; “Selfishness, as Shown in Balaam’s Character,”
by Frederick Robertson; “Spared!” by Charles
Spurgeon; “The Candle of the Lord,” by Phillips
Brooks; and “The Power of the Gospel,” by
G. Campbell Morgan.

The book, though modern in its present make-
up, is a reprint, with deletions, of an edition
printed in 1926 by The Stratford Company of
Boston, Massachusetts. A.C.F.
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MINISTRY INDEX FOR 1959

By Department and Contributor

DEPARTMENT INDEX

Bible Instructor
Where Do We Find Our Bible Instruc-

tors?—Jan. .
Hawaian Laymen Trained for Bible
Work—Jan. .
Community Bible Interest a Soul-win-

ning Project—Feb. .
Youth Wants to Know—April. .
Basic Training for Personal Evangelism

—May.

Wise Approaches in Personal Evan-
gelism—July.

Man’s Sinfalness to Be Taught—Aug.

Reclaiming Backsliders—Sept.

T% Continuity of the Weekly Cycle—

ct.
““Where Can I Find a Bible Instruc-
tor?”’—Nov.
Organization in the
(%hurCh—Dec.
Bible Instructor Honored—Dec.

Biographical Sketches
Charles S. Longacre—A Life Well Spent

—Jan. )
Carl%le B. Haynes—As I Knew Him
b.

—Ie
Books

Archaeology and the Pre-Christian Cen-
turies—Jan.

The Church Faces the Isms—Jan.

Feed My Sheep—Jan.

Handbook of Church Management—Jan.

Really Lwir;g—Jan.

No Escape From Life—April.

Paths to Power—April.

Archaeology and the Pre-Christian Cen-
turies—May.

Creative Giving—May. .

Emblems of the Holy Spirit—May.

The Miller Five—May.

The Fathers Without Theology—May.

Dispensationalism in America—July.

The Nineteenth Century in Europe:
Background and the Roman Catholic
hase—July.

Defence of the Gospel in the New
Testament—July.

The Ancient Near East, An Anthology
of Texts and Pictures—Aug.

Women_in the Church—Aug.

Great Personalities in the Old Testa-
ment—Sept.

Darius, the Mede—Sept. 3

Thse Holy Spirit and the Holy Life—

ept.
ASP})istory of the Christian Church—

ept.
Funeral Services—Oct. .
Sermon_ Qutlines on the Family and
the Home~Oct.
I the Time You Need—Oct.

A
Thé Calendar for the Modern Age—

ct.
Valley of Decision—Nov.
Prison Is My Parish—Nov.
Woman to Woman—Nov.
Great_Sermons of the World—Dec.
The Praying Christ—Dec.
Between the Testaments—Dec.

Cover Subjects

Open Bible—Jan.
Chﬁxrgh in a Snow-covered Valley—

eb.

Group Picture of Youth—March.
Easter Lilies and Bible—April.
Pastoral Scene—May.

Bibles of Different Languages—June.
Coastline and Windswept Trees—July.
Book of Acts—Aug.

New Testament
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C.S S. Longacre With Bible in Hand—

ept.
The “Break of Day”—Oect.
The Harvest—Nov,
Winter Scene—Dec.

Counsel From the Spirit
of Prophecy

Courigels From the Spirit of Prophecy
—Feb.

Reaping and Sowing—Nov.

The Christmas Story—Dec.

The Observance of Christmas—Dec.

Editorial
Who Put You In?>—Jan.
Leaders of Tomorrow—March.
Colporteur Work and Ministerial Train-

ing—April.
“Run_Speak to This Young Man’>—

pril.

Medical-Ministerial Cooperation—April.

A Non-Adventist Leader Examines Our
Beliefs—May. 5

Will They See Signs of Life in Your
Town?—May.

Service Credentials— June.

Importance of Making Wills—July.

Changes and Future Service—July.

This Mountain—And This Man—Sept.

A Tie That Should Not Be Broken—

Oct.
When to Take Advice—Octs
WithNOur Editor in Northern Europe
—NoV.
A Gracious Disposition—Nov.
The Morals of God’s Man—Dec.

Evangelism

Beatitudes of the Evangelist—Jan.

The Secret—Feb.

Evangelistic  Advertising and Publicity
Service—Feb.

Operation Dixie—Feb.

A New Service in Evangelistic Adver-
tising—March.

Youth for Youth Evangelism — The
Friendship Team—March.

Re:lis:_:l'l in Our Evangelism Today—
pril.

Airatorium Evangelism—April.

The Cloud Cathedral—April.

The Evangelical World Prospect—May.

Evangelistic Techniques in Britain—

May. . .
Planning an Evangelistic Campaign—
May. .
Basic Training for Personal Evangelism

—May. ) .
The Place of Prayer in Getting Deci-
sions—June.
Evangelizing Qur Spanish Neighbors—

une.
Reaching the Foreign in the Large

Cities—June. .
Reciprocity in Evangelxsm——‘i'l_tﬁne.
Evangelistic Experiences in ailand—

une.
Teamwork Essential in Evangelism—

uly. . .
Evangelism in_Southern Asia—Aug.
The Greatest Objective—Aug.
Pernicious Inertia—Aug. .
How to Attract People to Evangelistic

Campa;gns—Sept. . .
A New Day Dawning in West Africa

t.

c

You A!'e.—' —Oct.

How Music, Can_Be Effectively Used
in Obtaining Decisions—Nov,

Evangelism at Emmanuel Missionary
College—Dec.

Should Medical Evangelism Be Empha-
sized in Our Ministerial Training?—

ec.

Feature and General Articles

Ambassadors of Freedom—Jan.
Science and Religious Faith—Part 1—

an.
Ideas on the Atonement Contrasted—

an.

Who Gets to Go?—Jan.

The Precious Heritage of Liberty—Jan.

Titles Pertaining to Ministers—Feb.

TheFAkt,onement in Adventist Theology
—Feb.

Can a Woman Tithe?>—Feb.

Sc'i:gngze and Religious Faith—Part 2—

eb.

An Administrator’s Prayer—Feb.,

The Law of the Unenforceable—Part 1
—March.

A Design for Living—March.

Revival and Responsibility of the Min-
istry—March.

.'Mlssxonarﬂ Volunteering on the Campus
—March.

These Are the Tools—March.

A Pote}rllt Power Within the Church—

arch.
Youth Month in Southern Asia—March,
Youth Can Witness—March.
The ZYouth’s Instructor Tomorrow —
. March.
Six Million Dollars’” Worth-—March.
T}X 1\1/Iimcle of the Empty Tomb—
pril.
En}j\oyi_ng Retirement in the Ministry—

pril.
The Law of the Unenforceable—Part 2
—April.
Book Knowledge—April.
The Union College ‘‘Conference’”” —

April.
““Adorn the Doctrines”’—May.
Convincing Evidences—May.
The Gift That Builds—May.
Our Minister—May.
Consecration—May.
To “Every Nation’’—The Divine Com-
mand to a Universal Church—May.
What Kind of ““Voice” Are Y

ou?—
ay. . .

Public Relations Aids—May.

The Highest Career—May.

Every ﬁan in His Own Tongue—June.

How Can We Get the Most Out of
Our Bible?—June.

The Placc of Prayer in Getting Deci-
sions—June.

Sons of the Stranger— June.

Working for Immigrants to American
hores—June.

Reaching the Foreign Born in the Large
Cities—June.

Reaching the Foreign Born Through
Radio—June.

The Strangers Within Qur Gates—June.

What Did You SayP—June.

I Met Billy Graham—June.

Visual Ideas That Work—June.

What’s Tour SQ?—Part 1—June.

The Peril of Inconsistency—July.

The Greatest Mystery Story—]July.

The Minister_as a Teacher—July.

An Epic in Humility—July.

What's Your SQP—Part 2—July.

Go in This Thy Might—July.

Integrity—July. 5 .

The Importance of Reading in the Life
of the Preacher—July.

Psychological Temptations of an Ad-
ministrator—July.

Ministering in Prison—July.

An Ambassador in Chains—Aug.

Translating God’s Love—Aug.

Confessing or Denying Christ—Aug.

Inevitability — Paralysis or Power? —

Aug.
Intelligence—Aug.
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Evangelism in Southern Asia—Aug.
Ministerial Standards—Sept.
Should Your Child Enter the Clergy?

—Sept. . i i
What's Wrong With a Little Gambling?

——Sept.
A NE\S Emphasis, Not a New Message
—oept.
Justiﬁcgtion by Means of Faith—Sept.
Industry—Sept.
What Is Our Spiritual Inventory?-—Oct.
How 1 Prepare Sermons—OQOct.
The Bohemian Reformation—Oct.
What Dacgkness Cannot Dim—OQct.
Energv—OQct. i
A Nilw Day Dawning in West Africa
—OQct.
Can You Raise Funds?—Nov.

“] Consulted With Myself”’~Nov.
The College Ministerial Curriculum—
Its Structure and Contents—Nov,

Tact—Nov. X .

“In Everything Give Thanks”’-—~Nov.

The Seventh-day Adventist Educational
Emphasis—Dec.

Prudence a Cardinal Virtue—Dec.

The Threat of Leisure Time—Dec.

Should Medical Evangelism Be Empha-
sized in Our Ministerial Training?—

ec.
The Christmas Spirit—Dec.
Winning by Loving—Dec.

Yaws—Dec.
Health Evangelism
Finding the Common Sense in Qur

Health Program—Feb. .
Have We Been Following Cunningly
Devised FablesP—March.
Mental Blocks—A;‘;(nl. i
Are You a Breakfast Skipper?—May.
Beverages—What and When?—July.
Why a Vegetarian Diet?—Aug. .
Protein—How Much and What Kind?
—Sept.
Miraculous Healing—Oct.
God’s Dietary Program—Nov.

Letters to the Editor

A Big Job in a Little Place—April.
An Appeal From the Philippines—June.
On the Dead Sea—June.

Evangelism in New Zealand—Aug.
Appreciation for THE MiNISTRY—Aug.

Music in Worship

Some Song Services We Might Do With-
out—. .

Mu‘slic in the College and Church—OQOct.

Twelve Great Hymns—Dec.

Ordinations
1958 Ordinations for North America—

195BarCC)v.erseas Ordinations—April.

Pastor

Training Value of the Sabbath School
in Our Senior Colleges—Feb.

Church Welcoming Committee—Feb.

The Pastor’s Sabbath School Baptismal
Class—April. 3

Should We Rebaptize?—Aug.

How I Prepare Sermons—Oct.

Busy Here and There—Oct.

How Do We Pray?—Nov.

Comprehensive Preaching—Dec.

Poems

Awareness—Jan.

Awake, Fair Liberty!-—Jan.

Begin ;I‘oday—,]an.

A Miracle—Jan.

Now—Feb.

The Hidden Years—March.

Influence—March.

They Made Him a Cross—April.

Sweet Resurrection Day—April.

'Il_"Iear Pownjt?e Walls——June.
umility—July.

Just for Today—Aug.

God Builds No Churches—Sept.

“Pray for Me’’—Sept. .

A Preacher’s Sermon to Himself-~Oct.

The Helping Hand—Oct.
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The True Art—Nov.
A Little Thing—Nov.,

Pointers to Progress

The Difference Between Christians and
Non-Christians—Aug.

Sabbath School Evangelism—Aug.

““In_the Quiet of This Hour”’—Aug.

Antiguated Plans—Aug.

Reunion—Sept.

‘“Tutti Fratelli’”’-—Sept.

Spiritual Israel-—Sept.

Adornment—Oct.

By All Means—OQOct.

Don’t Blame the Program—Oct.

Pulpit—Pointers for Preachers

Dialects and You—Jan.

Prayer and Push—Nov.
Menticide—Nov.

Commercialized Religion—Nov.
Mammonism—Nov.

Making a Mockery of Prayer—Dec.
Reform or Regeneration?—Dec.
Grace Abounding—Dec.

Research

When Did Satan’s Fall Occur?—]Jan.

Queries Concerning the Ark and Its
Contents—Sept.

Alcoholism and_the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church—Part 1—Oct.

Alcoholism and_the Seventh-day Advent-
ist Church—Part 2—Nov.

Were the Earth and the Stellar Uni-
verse Created Simultaneously?—Dec.

Seminary
Science and Religious Faith—Part 1—

Jan.

Sci;nbce and Religious Faith—Part 2—
eb.

Conversion, Experiences of Great Lead-
ers—Ap:

ril.
The Middle East—Cradle of Strife!

-—May.

A Revolution_in the Early Chronology
of Egypt—June.

The Revival of Biblical Theology-—Part

1—July.

The Revival of Biblical Theology—Part
—Aug.

The Pursuit of Excellence—Sept.

Two Seminary Extension Schools—Nov.

Shepherdess

W‘}fere Shall the Minister Locate?—
an.
A Letter From an Intern’s Wife—Feb.

Ideals for Mothers—May.

Socials for the Entire Church—May.

My Prayer-—May.

I Like Being a Minister’s Wife—June.

A Minpister’s Wife Counsels—]July.

The Minister’s Wife—Aug.

Triumphing Together—Sept.

The Thrill of a_Lifetime—Oct.

The Spirit of Thanksgiving—Nov.

A Christmas Prayer—Dec.

The Voice of Experience—Dec.

The Minister’s Wife, Home,
Family, Part 1—Dec.

Unclassified

Missionary Contacts at Washington San-
startum—]Jan.

Professional Code for Workers——Feb.

Attention—United States Citizens Serv-
ing Overseas—March. |

An Important Project Calling for Spe-
cial Prayer—March.

A Businessman’s Prayer—May.

Safe in the Dark—June.

Always Abounding—June.

Taken Aside—July.

It Ta:kes All of Us—Aug.

Looking Upstream—Aug.

What to Bring to Church—Aug.

From Preachers to Plodders—Aug.

A Tour of the Lands of the Reforma-
tion—Nov.

The_ Better Life Picture Roll—Nov.

A New Way to Reach Millions—Nov.

Ministerial Welcome—Dec.

The Voice of Experience—Dec.

and

CONTRIBUTOR INDEX

A
Acl‘gir,_1 Leila—No Escape Fiom Life—

pril.

Allen, Sidpey E.—Some Song Services
We Might Do Without—Aug.

Amundsen, Wesley—Sons of the
Stranger—June; Longer Life—July.

Anderson, —The Minister as a
Teacher—July.

Anderson, R. Allen—Ideas on the Atone-
ment Contrasted—Jan.; The Priceless
Heritage of Liberty—Jan.; The Atone-
ment 1n Adventist Theology—Feb.;
An Important Project Calling for Spe-
cial Prayer—March; Colporteur Work
and Ministerial Training—April; A
Non-Adventist Leader Examines Qur
Beliefs—May; Service Credentials—
June; The Greatest Mystery Story—
July; Changes and Future Service—
July; Sabbath School Evangelism-—
Aug.; A New Emphasis, Not a New
Message—Sept.; Great Personalities in
the Old Testament—Sept.; With Our
Editor in Northern Europe—Nov.

Argent, Russell H.—To “Every Nation
. ... 7’—The Divine Command to a
Universal Church—May.

Arteaga, _Antonio—Evangelizing Our
Spanish_Neighbors-—June.

Ashlock, J. F.—Youth Month in South-
ern  Asia—March; Evangelism in
Southern Asia—Aug.

B

Baasch, David H.—Youth Can Witness
—March.

Beaven, Winton, H.-—The Pursuit of
Excellence—Sept.; Alcoholism and the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, Part 1
—Oct.; Alcoholism and_the Seventh-
day Adventist Church, Part 2-—Nov.

Becker, E. L.—What Is Our Spiritual
Inventory?—Oct.

Bergherm, William H.—Ministering in
Prison—July.

Biggs, Lloyd E.—“An_ Ambassador in

h.ﬁms”—Aug.; Ministerial Welcome
—Dec.

Boose, Rose E.—Man’s Sinfulness Is to
Be Taught—Aug.

Brownlow, H. C.—Airatorium Evangel-
ism-—April.

Buckwalter, J. Arthur—Ambassadors of
Freedom—Jan.; Prayer—Jan.; The
Miracle of the Emptied Tomb—April;
How We Are Saved by Grace—June.

Bunch, Taylor G.—Book Knowledge—
April; Consecration—May; Integrity
—July; Intelligence—Aug.; Industry—
Sept.; Energy—Oct.; Tact—Nov.

Bushnell, Clyde G.—How Do We Pray?
—Nov.

C

Calkins, Harold L.—The Place of Prayer
in Getting Decisions—June.
H.—Now {Poem)—

Feb.

Carcich, Theodore—What’s Wrong With
a Little Gambling?—Sept.

Christensen, Mrs. H.—The True Art
(Poem}—Nov.

Christensen, Otto H.—How Can We
Get the Most Out of Qur Bible?—

June.

Cleveland, E. E.—Who Put You In?—
Jan.; This Mountain—And This Man
—Sept.; A New Day Dawning in
West Africa—Oct.; ‘I Consulted With
Myself”>—Nov.; The Morals of God’s
Man—Dec.

Coon, C. J.—A Life Well Spent—Jan.;
Enios;iiilg Retirement in the Ministry

—April.

Crandall, Walter T.—The Youth’s In-
structor Tomorrow—March,

Crawford, R. E.—Prison Is My Parish—

Cam%er. George

ov.

Crofoot, K. S.—Missionary_Contacts at
Washington Sanitarium—Jan,

Cross, Allen Eastman—The Hidden
Years (Poem)-—March.
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Cummings, Desmond—Youth for Youth
Evangehsm—The Friendship Team—
March

Cupertino, G.—The Highest Career—
May.

D

Darnell, Jack—Airatorium Evangelism—

April.

Down, D. K.—OQOn the Dead Sea—]une
Dyer, "Mrs. Althea—The Minister’s Wife
Aug
E

Edwards, J. Ernest—What’s Your SQF?,
Part l—June What’s Your SQP?, Part
2—July; You Are— —OQct.; The
Better Life Picture Roll—Nov.

Emerson, L, O.—Awake, Fair Liberty!
(Poem)—Jan,

F
Fagal, William A.—Ideals for Mothers

—May,
Fearing, A. C.—Leaders of Tomorrow
—March; The Gift That Builds—
May; Will They See Signs of Life in
Your Town?—May; Importance of
Making Wills—July; A Tie That
Should \Tot Be Broken—Oct.; When
to Take Advice—Oct.; A Gracious
Disposition—Nov.
Fearing, Richard D.—An Epic in Hu-

xmhtykjuA
Field, H. —Lookmﬁ Upstream-—Aug.
Fu{uhr R. R.—The Sermon—]an The
Qualities of a Religious Leader—

ept.; The Seventh-day Adventist Ed-
ucational Emphasis—Dec.
Ford, Desmond—The Ingredients of
Great Preaching—Aug.
Fridlin, M.—“Go in This Thy Might’
—July.
G

Gillis, Ithiel E.—Reciprocitv in Evan-
gelism— June.

Graham, Billy—The Evangelical World
Prospect—May.

Greer. H. E.~—Wise Approaches in Per-
sonal Fvangelism—July.

Guest, Edgar A.—God Builds
Churches—Sept.

H

Hackett, W. J.—The Law of the Un-
enforceable. Part 1-—March; The Law
of the Unenforceable. Part 2—April.

Hannum, Harold B.—Music in the Col-
lege and Church—Oct.; Twelve Great

No

ymns—De

Havnes, Carlyle B.—The Minister’s
Wife, Home, and Family, Part 1—
Dec,

Hetzell, Carol M.—Dialects and You—
]\an A New Way to Reach Millions—

Hxleert Earle—The Revival of Biblical
Theology, Part 1—Julv; The Revival

of Biblical Theology. Part
Hill. Tessie P.—My Prayer

May.
Hirsch, Charles B.—The Middle East—
Cradle of Strife—May.

2—Aug,
(Poem)—

Horn, Siegfried H.—A Revolution in
the Early Chronologv of Egypt—June;
The Ancient Near East—Aug.; Dairus

the Mede—Sept.
Willtam J.—Can You Raise
Funds?—Nov.

I

Iichuck. Nicholas—Reaching the Foreign
Born Through Radio—June.

Iverson, J. O.—Translating God’s I.ove
—Aug.; Busy Here and There—Qct.

J

Janzen, Jacob, M.D.—Who Gets to Go?

—Jan.

Johnson Mildred Lee~—Six Million Dol-
lars’ Worth—March.

Johnston, Bruce—Evangelism at Em-

manuel Missionary College—Dec.
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Jones, Llewellyn—I Met Billy Graham
—June,
K
Kleuser, Louise C.—Where Shall the
\/Imxster Locate?—Jan.; Where Do
We Find Our Bible Instructors?—
Jan.; “Run, Speak to This Young
Man’’—April; Basic Training for Per-
sonal Evangelxsm-May, Archeology
and the Pre-Christian Centuries—

May; Emblems of the Holy sznt—
May; The Miller Five—May; Dispen-
sationalism in_America—]July; The De-
fense of the Gospel in the New Testa-
ment—July; Woman in the Church—
Aug.; Antiquated Plans—Aug.; The
Holy Spirit and the Holy Life—Sept.;

Sermon Qutlines on the Family and
the Home—Oct.; Where Can I Find
a Bible Instructor?—Vov The Spirit
of Thanksgiving—Nov.; Valle;v of De-

tmon—l\ov, Woman to Woman—

Nov.; Bible Instructor Honored—

Dec.t Between the Testaments—Dec.

Kress, D. H.—Winning by Loving—Dec.
L

Lacey, Kenneth—Evangelistic =~ Tech-

niques in Britain—May.
Latshaw, Blair Sumner—Why I Cannot
Retire—Nov.

Lee, Milton—What Kind of ‘“Voice”
Are You?—May.
Libby, Raymond H,—The Surge of

Piety in America—July.

Lindquist, Raymond I.—How I Prepare
Sermons—Oct.

Lowe, Harry W.—The Training Value
of Qur Sabbath Schools in Our Senior
Colleges—Feb.; reative  Giving—
May; The Importance of Reading in
the Life of the Preacher—July; The
Difference Between Christians and
Non-Christians—Aug.; ‘“‘In the Quiet
of This Hour . . -—Aug.; Min-

Standards—Sept

“Tuttt Fratelly’ —Sept.;

Reunion—

Men-

isterial
Seot.;

ticide—Nov.; Prayer and Push—Nov.:
Grace Abounding—Dec.; Making a
Mockery of Prayer—Dec.; Regenera-

tion. Not Reform—Dec.

Lucas. Theodore—Design for Living—
March.
Lunn. Charles E.—Visual Ideas That
Work—June.
M
Magi. EduardwReachmE the Foreign

Born in the Large Cities—June.
Marsh, Frank Lewis—Science and Re-
ligious Faith. Part 1—Jan.; Science
and Religious Faith. Part 2. Feb.
Mason, Edgar Cooper—Tear Down the
Wall ( oem)—]une
McAdams, D. A—The Strangers Within
Qur Gates~]lme
McFarland, Emily—A Miracde (Poem)

—Jan.
Me=ger, N. L.—These My People—

Mayv.
Minchin. E. L.—Reviva! and the Re-
sponsibility of the Minister—March.

Montgomery, Harold—We Sing But . .
(Poem)—Tan.

Miurdoch. W. G. C.—Two Seminary
FExtension Schools in the Northern
Eurovean Division—Nov.

Mur==v, W. E.—*“Adorn the Doctrine”
-—May.

N

Nash, G. R.—The Pastor’s Sabbath
School Baptismal Class—April.

Nelson, G. B.—What Did You Say?—

June.

Nelson, L., M,—A Potent Power Within
the Church—March.

Nelson, Wilbur  K.-—Should Medical
Evangelism Be Emmhasized in Our
Ministerial Training ?—Dec.

Ninaj. Bess—Missionary Contacts at
Washington Sanitarium—Jan.: Youth
Wants to Know—April; Organization
in the New Testament Church—Dec,

Nussbaum. Jean—Prudence—A Cardinal
Virtue—Dec.

o

Odom, Robert L.—When Did Satan’s
Fall' Qccur?—Jan.; Were the Earth
and the Stellar Unjverse Created Si-
multaneously?—Dec,

Osborn, Mrs, John—The Thrill of a
Lifetime—Oct.
P
Paddock, C. L.—The Secret—Feb.
Patzer, Mrs. A, J.—Triumphing To-

aether-—bept

Phelps, Francis—A Big Job in a Little
Place—April.

Pierson, Robert H.——An Administrator’s

Prayer—Feb.; Tt Takes All of Us—
Aug.
R
Raith, B. L.—How Music Can Be El-

fecmely Used in Obtaining Decisions

Read, W‘ E.—Queries Concerning the
Ark and Its Contents—Sept.

Rees, Don R.—OQperation Dixie—Feb.
Retzer, Fernon—The Greatest Objec-
tive—Aug.

Rhodes, John D.—The Church Welcom-
ing Committee—Feb,

Robison, J. I.—Titles Pertaining to
Ministers—Feb.

Roda, . Z.--An Appeal From the
Phxhppmes—-]‘un

oper, Mrs. F. G.—Socials for the En-
tire Church—May.

Rosada, Abda—I Like Being a Min-

ister’s Wife—June.
Rubling. R.—The Bohemian Reforma-
tion—OQct.

S
Sandstrom, Siegfried M. V.—Humility
(Poem)—July.
Sanford, . L.—God’s Unwelcome

Workmen—Feb.

Santini, Franco—Comprechensive Preach-
ing—Dec

Schubert, Walter—Realism in Our Evan-
gelism "Today—April; Paths to Power
Z_April; Planning an Evangelistic
Campalgn—May, Workmo‘ for Tmmi-
grants to American Shores—]une
Teamwork Essential to Evangelism—
July; How to Attract People to Evan-
gelistic Campaigns—Sept.

Shor; James J., M.D.—As I Knew Him

Simon, Hazel Hartwell—‘Pray for Me”’
(Poem)—Sept.

Siple. Mariorie—Community Bible In-
terest a Soul-winning Prolect—Fcb
Sizoo, Joseph R, —What Darkness Can-

not Drn—Oc[

Skinner, I.. A.—Missionary Volunteering
on the Campus—March; Confessing
or Denying Christ—Aug.

Smith. Ruthie—A Letter From an In-
tern’s Wife—Feb.

Soh. S. T.—Evangelistic Experiences in
Thailand—June,

Spence, Hartrell—Should Your Child

Fnter the Clergy™—Sept. B

prﬂman Don H.—Pernicious Inertia
Auo.

Sterk Lester G.. M.D.—A Plea for
Conmnatwe Church Designing—Feb.

Strobel, 1..—A Preacher’s Sermon to
Hmlself (Poem)»Oct

T

Miriam—Awareness (Poem)

Teichner

Thompson, Gladys—Sweet Resurrection

Day (Poem)—April.
Thurber. Merwin R,—“In Everything
Give Thanks’—Nov,
Tionett. H. M.—The Threat of Leisure
Time—Dec. .
Tobiassen, Leif Kr.—The Union Col-
lege ‘“Conference”’~April; The Fa-
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thers Without Theology: The Lives
and Legends of the Early Fathers—
May; The Nineteenth Century in Eu-
rope—July; A History of the Christian
Church~Sept.; The Calendar for the
Modern Age—Oct.; The College Min-
isterial Curriculum—Its Structure and
Contents—Nov.
Torrey, C. L.—Qur Minister—May.

v

Van Gundy, Dorothea M.—Finding the
Common Sense in Our Health Pro-
gram—Feb.; Have We Been Following
&unmngly Devised Fables?>—March;
Mental Blocks—April; Are You a
Breakfast Skipper>—May; Beverages—
What and When?>—July; Why a Vege-
tarian DietP—Aug.; Protein—How

w
Walde, Elmer R.—The Christmas Spirit

—A1reC.

Wall, Frank E.—Justification by Means
of Faith—Sept.

Walsh, Mary E.—Hawaiian
Train for Bible Work—Jan.

Walther, Daniel—Conversion Experi-
ences of Great Leaders—April; A
Tour of the Lands of the Reformation

Laymen

Spirit of Prophecy—Feb.; Reaping

and Sowing—Nov.; The Observance

of Christmas—Dec. i
Wilson, J. O.—Should We Rebaptize?

—Aug.

Wrenn, C. Gilbert—Psychological Temp-
tations of an Administrator—']u}y.
Wright, Donald E.—The Continuity of
the Weekly Cycle—Oct. .
Wryatt, Mrs. Bernhill—A Minister’s Wife

Counsels—July.

—Nov. Y
Waltgr, %lldon K.—The Cloud Cathedral
—April. . o o
Watts, R. S.—The Peril of Inconsistency ¥ %, Don—These Are the Tools
——J Y. Y - ;e o3
Weeks, Howard B.—Public Relations Ycii,s Fx;ank H.—Reclaiming Backsliders
Alds—May. o i ept.
White, Arthur L.—Convincing Evidences yA

Mouch and What Kind?—Sept.; Mirac-
ulous Healing—Oct.; God’s Dietary
Program—Nov.

White,

—May.
White, Edward E.~Yaws—Dec.
Ellen G.—Counsels

Zwall, Ruth Gibbs—They Made Him a

From the Cross (Poem)—April.

The Voice of Experience
(Continued from page 31)

what to order you to do or not to do, and follow
instructions. If this is God’s church, and it is,
then those appointed to guide it must be God’s
also. If some aren’t, He knows all about them
and in season will turn them down. One’s pres-
ent duty is to follow orders, not to complain
that they aren’t just or are too hard or are im-
possible. Nothing is impossible for the man
who attacks, if God is with him. If you have to
groan, do it with much care. Groans {righten
others, particularly the youth. Young people
should see smiles and hear encouraging words
only. Even one’s companion at times can’t
safely listen to our inner feelings, at least not
until we have talked them over with God and
had Him ease our mind and heart.

Why do I write this letter? I have been guilty
of writing some disheartening things lately that
I want to undo, because truly in my heart there
is nothing disheartening about this message or
its work in my life. It stands supreme for me.
It has brought me through many sad and dis-
couraging circumstances, and I mean to stick
by it, to be carried to its glorious conclusion. I
pray with all sincerity that it may serve you in
such a manner also, even until the coming of
Jesus, and through you to many others, inctud-
ing each member of your family.

So Edwin, my only son, with deep love I of-
fer a deep prayer for your success in saving
souls, and most important, for all your little
ones and my very own beloved daughter and
yourself. ~ With love, Dappy

GOSPEL TENTS

STEEL-CLAD TABERNACLES
SMITH MANUFACTURING CO., DALTON, GA.

Over 50 Years in Business

NOW...3 SIZES

Unbreakable . . . noise-free . . .

; . lightweight . . . boilproof com-
c &urlut munion glasses . . . $1.25 Doz.
coMMURIoNYE] FREE sample of each size

Order from
your dealer

70 Pearl Street

BRASS 6000S £0.

Clidbiy

Brookline 46, Mass.

THE
LITTLE GIANT HOTOMATIC
GCAS WATER HEATER NO. 3
Will supply all the hot water needed for
Baptistries, Church Kitchens, Rest Rooms.
Heats 450 GPH, 200 rise in temperature.
Inexpensive, too.

Write for free folder. Dept. M-24.

LITTLE GIANT MFG. CO.
907 7th Street Orange, Texas

Evangelism at E.M.C.
(Continued from page 23)

Lord is timely even in the mid-twentieth
century:

Students cannot afford to wait till their education
is considered complete, before using for the good
of others that which they have received. Without
this, however they may study, however much
knowledge they may gain, their education will be
incomplete—Counsels to Parents and Teachers,
p- 263.

We have found that this practical pro-
gram of learning by doing brings in a beau-
tiful missionary spirit that permeates the
whole student body. It is our desire that
this spirit may capture the entire campus
and result in helping to hasten the day
when Jesus shall come to take His loved
ones to their heavenly home.

[Since this report was written, the student campaign in

nox, Indiana, has closed. A Bible class is still in progress.
To date there have been twenty decisions to unite with the
church. Five have already been baptized.]
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An Inspiring Book for All Who Would Preach

By H. M. S. RICHARDS, Speaker and Director of the Voice of Prophecy

A Preacher’s Preacher
Talks to

Preachers

CHAPTER TITLES

What Is Preaching? ‘The Preacher Talks Back
The Preacher Himself Reading to Preach
Ordained to Preach “So Great a Cloud of
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 NEWS - From Current Journals

[Unless otherwise credited, the following news items are
taken from Religious News Service.]

€ A group of Roman Catholic nuns, whose only
symbol of their religious vocation is a small golden
cross, will leave Rome soon for the United States,
where they will start a branch of their unusual or-
der. Devoted to working among non-Catholics, the
congregation is known as the Ladies of Betania. To
carry out their apostolate, the sisters, who wear
secular dress, are permitted to ride bicycles when
pressed for time to reach a destination. They also
have been granted the privilege of smoking on oc-
casions when doing so would create an informal
atmosphere enabling the nuns to make their dis-
cussions with non-Catholics easier. The sisters have
been carrying on their apostolate among non-Cath-
olics in Rome for some ten years, during which time
they have worked with many thousands of non-
Catholics.

4 More than 137 tons of clothing and bedding were
shipped to needy overseas areas in the fixst half of
1959 by Seventh-day Adventist Welfare Services,
Inc., it was reported in Washington at a meeting
of the agency’s board. The board voted additional
immediate aid, including 10 tons of food to relieve
drought-caused famine in Haiti; 1,000 CARE pack-
ages to India; and 150 bales of winter clothing, 17
bales of bedding, and $2,000 in cash for aid to flood-
devastated areas of Taiwan.

¢ A missionary of the British and Foreign Bible
Society in Australia left Sydney on a 15,000-mile
journey by jeep to deliver Scriptures to people in
the outback areas of the country’s far north. The
Reverend H. Domer will make the trip alone. He
will be carrying 5,000 Gospels, 709 Bibles, and 1,500
Testaments written in 28 languages, including Jap-
anese, Dutch, Portuguese, and Turkish.

& Teen-age and adult delegates to a regional meet-
ing in San Francisco, held in connection with the
1960 White House Conference on Children and
Youth, agreed that the greater spiritual guidance
of children and increased respect for the religious
beliefs of others are an important element of any
program for the nation’s young people.

€ A special Federal court will rule on the consti-
tutionality of Pennsylvania’s recently strengthened
Sunday blue law. New amendments to the old meas-
ure hike the fine for Sunday merchandising of cer-

44

tain items from $4 to $100. Action against the re-
vised law was brought early in September by Ortho-
dox Jewish merchants in Philadelphia, who held
that the law infringed on their observance of Sat-
urday as the Sabbath.

€ A reconstructed Reformation memorial church
will be rededicated on Reformation Day, October
31, in the historic city of Worms, where sixteenth
century German Reformer Martin Luther declared
his Protestant faith. Known also as Holy Trinity,
the church was destroyed in World War II. Some
15,000 contributions for its restoration were made
by Protestant individuals and groups in many parts
of the world as well as by 71 West German cities
and towns, many of which are historically associ-
ated with the Reformation.

¢ The Reverend Effa Mae Benedict was ordained at
West Kildonan near Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada,
as the first woman minister in the Baptist Union
of Western Canada.

¢ Boston University School of Theology has in-
augurated a two-year graduate program leading to
a Master of Sacred Music degree. Candidates for the
new degree, which is being offered in cooperation
with the university’s School of Fine and Applied
Arts division of music, will combine training in
theology with instruction in sacred music. Emphasis
in the program will be on theological content, said
Prof. George H. Faxon, of Chestnut Hill, coordina-
tor. He is chairman of church music at the arts
school and a member of the theology faculty.

¢ An Anglican Church weekly in Sydney, Australia,
said that juvenile “gangsterism” might be solved if
parents of delinquents were jailed. The Church
Record criticized “groups of rowdy, rude Australian
youths” who gather in milk bars or on street cor-
ners “‘to parade their immaturity in various un-
attractive ways.” Charging parents with a share in
the blame for this, the paper declared that “par-
ents in many homes fail to exhibit any sense of re-,
sponsibility.” “There is little attempt,” it said, “to
teach children how to live or to punish them when
they disobey Christian rules.”

q Australian church attendance has increased more
since Evangelist Billy Graham’s 1959 crusade than
at any other time in the past quarter century, the
91st annual assembly of the Baptist Union of New
South Wales was told. The Reverend A. J. L. Neate
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said that “only a small minority who registered
their conversion at crusade rallies have failed to
take an active interest in the workings of the
church.”

€ Dr. Hugh R. Gough, Anglican Archbishop of
Sydney, called on New South Wales and Common-
wealth governments in Sydney to raise the legal
marriage ages from 12 for girls and 14 for boys. He
termed the present ages ‘“astonishingly low.” Dr.
Gough also pointed out that no bans or previous
notice of intention to marry are necessary in Aus-
tralia. Under certain conditions, he said, a wedding
can take place on the day of application.

€ Dr. Albert Schiweitzer, distinguished philosopher
and famed jungle medical missionary to Africa, ar-
rived in Denmark recently to receive the 100,000-
kroner (S14,300) Sonning Prize for his outstanding
contributions to European culture. The 84-year-
old Alsatian-born humanitarian, who also is ac-
claimed internationally as a concert organist and
theologian, was named to receive the award last
spring. At present he is on a three-month visit to
Europe from his hospital at Lambaréné, French
Equatorial Africa.

€ The first concordance reference edition of the
Revised Standard Version of the Bible was pub-
lished recently in New York by Thomas Nelson &
Sons on the seventh anniversary of the R.S.V. Catted
the R.S.V. Concordance Reference Bible, the new
work has more than 75,000 center-column text ref-
erences, a 192-page concise concordance with a list
of proper names appearing in the Scriptures, and
12 full-color maps. Since the R.S.V. Bible was first
published in 1952, more than 7.5 million copies
have been distributed, according to Wittiam R. Mc-
Culley, president of the publishing firm. Nearly
4 million copies of the R.S.V. New Testament,
which appeared in 1946, have also been issued, he
said. In compiling the concordance for the new ref-
erence Bibte, the use of Univac, electronic “brain”
engineered by Remington Rand, cut cross-indexing
time to 400 hours, compared with the 30 years it
took scholars to index the King James Version dur-
ing the last century, the publisher stated.

€ Government support of church-controlled insti-
tutions has been attacked by The Baptist New
Mexican as a ‘“‘serious threat” to religious liberty.
The paper is the official publication of the South-
ern Baptist Convention of New Mexico. “It is not
enough for a Christian in America to sit back idly
and say, ‘Thank God for the freedom we have in
America,” for in many areas that freedom is facing
serious threats,” the paper declared in an editorial.
“We have long been convinced that for religious
liberty to endure there must be separation of
church and state,” the editorial continued. “But in
our country, with the government providing money
to build hospitals and schools for religious groups
to operate as their own, and with the government
paying for the care of dependent children in chil-
dren’s homes operated by religious bodies, we can
no longer assume that we have separation of church
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and state.” “It is a dangerous thing,” the editorial
added, “for any religious group to permit the Gov-
ernment to finance its projects, for the Government
has the right to control what it supports.”

€ An invitation extended each day to every student
at Sunset High School in Dallas, Texas, says: “To
start your day with a smile and a prayer join us in
study hall at 8:25 tomorrow morning.” Providing
a devotional, songs, and prayer led by the stu-
dents, these morning meditations were begun seven
years ago by a group of students who felt the need
for a religious influence in the school. They re-
ceived permission from the administration and drew
up a constitution and by-laws. The activity is now
sponsored by a committee of 25 students under the
guidance of a faculty member. Committee mem-
bers are carefully chosen on the basis of citizenship,
church responsibility, and cooperativeness from all
denominations and grade levels. Each morning an
outstanding student is invited to express his view
on a religious subject in a short devotional followed
by song and prayer. The average attendance is
around 70.

€ A new immigration subcommittee has been ap-
pointed by the Australian Methodist Home Mission
Department to spark “fresh enthusiasm for the en-
try of Methodist families.” Members include clergy-
men, business executives, public relations person-
net, and manufacturers. The group will cooperate
with other church and government agencies in pro-
moting sponsorship of immigrants. The official
weekly New South Wales Methodist noted that
creation of the committee resulted from a growing
concern throughout the denomination over the fact
that it has received only 1.4 per cent of Australia’s
immigrants since World War II, compared with
475 per cent received by the Roman Catholic
Church. “There are many reasons for this disquiet-
ing position,” the publication said. “But when it is
realized that there are hundreds of Methodists in
England seeking nomination, there should be ways
of encouraging our people to be more active in the
sponsorship of them.”

¢ An American Baptist missionary leader in India
took issue in Des Moines, Iowa, with pessimistic re-
ports concerning the future of Christianity in that
country. Dr. Marlin D. Farnum, administrative sec-
retary of the denomination’s Indian missions, said
that on the basis of what he saw during a recent
four-month tour of Asia, “the cause of Christ is
alive in India.” He addressed a joint meeting of the
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society and the
Woman’s  American Baptist Foreign Mission
Society.

§ A statue of Christ in the ancient village of
Atripalde, located in the Abruzzi region of Central
Italy, has twice shown signs of bleeding in the
hands, feet, and side, according to reports received
in Rome. The alleged miraculous event has at-
tracted crowds of Roman Catholic pilgrims from
nearby areas. However, ecclesiastical authorities
have so far declined to make any official comment
on the matter,
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| PULPIT-;Pointers for Predche_rs

REFORM OR THE inimitable Joseph
REGENERATION?  Parker, a famous English
Congregational  minister

of the latter half of the nineteenth century, in-
fluential preacher and voluminous writer, was not
fond of the word reform as used by some people
of the church. In his Episiles to the Ephesians
(Baker, 1956), pages 26 and 27, he says:

“The Church of Christ does not need reform.
We have chosen that little milk-and-water word,
and we carry it about with us as a kind of evening-
party trick or toy. We say, This or That must be re-
formed. Jesus Christ never said so; He did not like
diluted terms; He never spoke a pale hesitant lan-
guage into which you could thrust a thousand
qualifying parentheses. He said, Repent! ye must
be born again: make the tree good; do not paint
the branches—hew down to the root and get the
poison out. We do not want a reformed Church:
we want a regenerated Church, a reconstructed
Church, a Church of the Holy Ghost; not a frame-
work, scaffolding, or apparatus of our own hired
ecclesiastical imagination; we want a regenerated
Church, every fibre, every filament made pure,
made chaste with the sanctity of God. Beware of
these little church-jobbers who are going about
reforming any institution. When an institution
needs reforming it needs destroying, that destruc-
tion may precede reconstruction; and that sense
of inadequacy or unfaithfulness may lead to a cry
for the baptism of regeneration.” H. W. L.

MAKING A MOCKERY
OF PRAYER

SomE striking com-
ments on prayer ap-
peared from the
pen of John W. Green, a Baptist minister of
Winona, Mississippi, in the Pulpit Digest, August,
1959.

He writes of a world boxing champion, who
knocked his opponent stiff, then fell on his knees
beside him and offered a prayer in the prize ring.
We have all read of prize fighters who claim suc-
cess on the basis of God’s blessing. Then our author
speaks of an all-American footballer who performed
poorly till he prayed to God. Immediately “he in-
tercepted 2 pass and ran for a touchdown.” A busi-
nessman excelled others by winning his competi-
tor’s customers in answer to prayer. Similar in-
stances could be multiplied to show how success
in any walk of life is made dependent upon prayer
and God’s blessing.

“Prayer is a mockery when it asks God to do any-
thing out of character with His nature,” says the
article, and it continues: “This ‘win-by-prayer’ idea
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has resulted in much loss of confidence in prayer.
There is a tendency to forget that the loser may
have been praying just as hard, just as sincerely
as the winner.” To assume that God is with win-
ners is to imply that He is not with losers in the
world’s business.

Did Jesus win or lose in Gethsemane? Sometimes
men suffer, but win. Quite often God’s saints are
in humble places, but they are winners in the game
of life.

Prayer is not undertaken to get power, money,
position, success, but to live in God’s presence, to
resist evil, to enjoy peace of soul, to have influ-
ence with sinners, to be what God wants us to be
in the home, the church, the community. In the
same way, serving God is not insurance against mis-
fortune, hardship, danger. It is undertaken for the
joy of service, for the assurance that we are on
God’s side in the fight against evil.

Mr. Green concludes: “It is no accident that great
Christians know how to pray. They believe so com-
pletely and live so fully the things for which they
pray that their lives complement their prayers. No
wonder God hears them.” H. W.L.

WRITING in the British
Weekly of August 20,
1959, “Ilico” calls attention to the prevalence of in-
sanity in this generation. He points out that John
Bunyan in his Grace Abounding pictures his in-
ward terror lest he had committed the unpardon-
able sin and therefore would be rejected at the last.
The well-known writer then proceeds to say that
the passing of extreme Calvinism and the current
disbelief in eternal torment have not, as many
might suppose, lessened men’s spiritual miseries in
the least. In speaking of overcrowded mental hospi-
tals he says: “I have heard it said that half or even
two thirds of the inmates could be released tomor-
row, healed, did a voice come home to their con-
sciousness saying, ‘Son, daughter, your sins are for-
given you.” Did any generation suffer so widely and
so deeply from a mysterious sense of guilt?”

H. W. L.

GRACE ABOUNDING

Correction

We regret that in our September issue on page 42
under “Pointers to Progress” Dr. Campbell Mor-
gan was made to say on the subject of “Spiritual Is-
rael,” “I am not quite convinced . . .” This should
have read “I am quite convinced that all the prom-
ises made to Israel,” et cetera.
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She Christmas CS)torg

IN the fields where the boy David had led his
flock, shepherds were still keeping watch
by night. Through the silent hours they talked
together of the promised Saviour, and prayed
for the coming of the King to David’s throne.
“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore afraid. And
the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Loxd.”

At these words, visions of glory filled the
minds of the listening shepherds. The Deliverer
had come to Israel! Power, exaltation, triumph,
were associated with His coming. But the angel
had to prepare them to recognize their Saviour
in poverty and humiliation. “This shall be a
sign unto you,” he said. “Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a man-
ger.”

The heavenly messenger had quieted their
fears. He had told them how to find Jesus. With
tender regard for their human weakness, he had
given them time to become accustomed to the
divine radiance. Then the joy and the glory
could no longer be hidden. The whole plain
was lighted up with the bright shining of the
hosts of God. Earth was hushed, and heaven
stooped to listen to the song—
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“Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace, good will toward men.”

O that today the human family could recog-
nize that song! The declaration then made, the
note then struck, will swell to the close of time
and resound to the ends of the earth. When the
Sun of Righteousness shall arise, with healing
in His wings, that song will be re-echoed by the
veice of a great multitude, as the voice of many
waters, saying, “Alleluia: for the Loxd God
cmnipotent reigneth” (Rev. 19:6).

As the angels disappeared, the light faded
away, and the shadows of night once more
fell on the hills of Bethlehem. But the brightest
picture ever beheld by human eyes remained in
the memory of the shepherds. “And it came to
pass, as the angels were gone away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another,
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see
this thing which is come to pass, which the Loxd
hath made known unto us. And they came with
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger.”

Departing with great joy, they made known
the things they had seen and heard. “And all
they that heard it wondered at those things
which were told them by the shepherds. But
Mary kept all these things, and pondered them
in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glori-
fying and praising God.”—The Desire of Ages,
pp- 47, 48.
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