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TN our previous articles we have dwelt wholly 
upon the Word of God, upon its importance, 
and upon the manner in which it should be 
studied. But there are other important things 
of which we wish to speak besides the study 
of the Bible. or the manner in which to study 
it. which has much to do with the prosperity 
of our schools. 

It is true, to some extent at least, that we are 
creatures of circumstances ; therefore, our sur-
roundings have .much to do with our lives, and 
act no small part in shaping our future destiny. 
We see this demonstrated in the past history of 
God's people ; when a good influence was ex-
erted over them they were good, and when an 
evil influence was exerted over them they were 
very bad. It is thoUght by some that a bad 
man will not have an influence. over others be-
cause he is so bad ; but there is where we are 
greatly deceived. it would please the great 
deceiver could he but get us to believe that this 
is true. We would thus be thrown off our 
guard, and quite unprepared for the deceptive 
workings of the enemy. We desire, therefore, 
to notice in this article the power of influence. 

Upon this point our Sabbath-schools should 
be well informed. Very few realize what won-
derful power there is in influence, and that each 
one of us is doing our part, either in winning 
souls to Christ or iii driving them farther into 
darkness and unbelief. No place can be occu-
pied, or work engaged in, that will ,afford us 
such golden opportunities for exerting a salu-
tary influence dyer others for the truth, as that 
of the Sabbath-school. But do, all do this'? 
This cannot be done alone by learning our les-
sons well. While this is an essential feature in 
an influence for, good in our schoOlS, it is only 
one, and may be overbalanced by many fail-
ures 

 
in another, direction. 

To illustrate. 	Brother and Sister A are 
busy farmers ; they have four children, bright  

and promising, aged from six to eighteen. 
Brother and Sister A seem to love the truth, 
and the children are trying to live Christian 
lives. But perplexities in business, and an-
xious cares seem to demand every moment of 
time, and absorb the whole time in worldly 
considerations. The week passes rapidly by, 
and, alas, it is Friday afternoon. Brother A 
has not been able to carry out all his plans, 
and because of this he is sour and unpleasant 
in his family, or settles down into a mood of 
quietness that throws a shadow over the whole 
household. 

Sister A has also worked very hard, and in 
her wearied condition is peevish and irritable. 
The children see that everything goes wrong 
with father and mother, and as they too have 
worked hard all the week to please their par-
ents, and now see them so unpleasant, dissatis-
fied, and ungrateful, they quickly catch the 
same spirit ; and then in what a deplorable con-
dition we find that family to enter upon the 
hours of a sacred day, to engage in the work of 
the Sabbath-school or meeting. But let us go 
back. The busy cares of the week have 
cri»vded,out all thought of the Sabbath-school 
lesson, and Friday evening finds them all too 
weary to engage in its study. But Sabbath 
morning the lesson is taken up and forced upon 
the mind, without carefully studying . the prin-
ciple which it contains ; and before the family 
are prepared to go it is time for the Sabbath-
school, and all hasten to get ready and go to 
the church. Not because they love to go, nor 
because they have any relish for the Sabbath-
school or meeting, but simply from force of 
habit, or for the influence it would have upon 
others should they remain away. 

In this condition of mind and body, they 
take their' place in the classes, and answer 
the questions with .an air of indifference ; and 
in a tone and with a look indicative of their 
disapproval of the management of the school. 
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This spirit of coldness and indifference is felt 
by the whole school, and especially by the sup-
erintendent and teachers. They feel that the 
school is becoming dissastisfied with them, and 
they soon lose their courage and zeal to that 
extent that the school begins to see and feel 
that they are losing courage, and then defeat 
is sure to follow. What was the cause of this ? 
Was it because of a failure to learn the lesson? 

; the lesson was learned, but it was forced 
upon the mind without getting the spirit of the 
lesson in the heart. The spirit of coldness and 
lack of love manifested by one family had a 
telling influence upon the school, for which the 
parents are responsible. 

This illustration is not wholly visionary as we 
wish it was. There are far to many Sabbath-
schools who know that this condition of things 
is a stern but sad reality. But brethren and 
sisters, this ought not so to be. The work to 
which God has called us in the Sabbath-school 
is too high, to noble a work to diSgrace by such 
conduct. It is my purpose to speak plainly 
upon this point, for it is an important matter. 
In our illustration we see that the parents were 
at fault. They are cumbered about too much 
serving ; they have not fully chosen that good 
part which shall not be taken from them ; their 
influence was pernicious over both the home 
and school. • But it might have been different 
had they been less worldly. 

I desire to urge upon our schools the im-
portance of exerting an influence that will be 
salutary for the truth of living in Jesus Christ. 
This cannot be done by being worldly-minded ; 
or cold, indifferent, sour, or disagreeable, or by 
being harsh and unkind. These are traits of 
character which are not moulded after the true 
pattern. It is wonderful what power there is 
in influence ; hence the importance of exerting 
it in the right direction. Could fathers and 
mothers, brothers and sisters, always keep this 
thought before them, what sorrow and sadness 
it would save ; and what joy and peace it would 
bring. This must begin at the home if it is 
carried out in the Sabbath-schools. It must 
first begin with the parents ; they should be 
kind and affectionate to all around them, not 
fitful and changing, first kind and gentle, then 
sour, complaining, and irritable. This destroys 
the confidence of others in our sincerity, and 
weakens our moral force of character. 

Parents should be kind and gentle, yet firm 
and decided ; and should be every day and 
hour the same ; and then the same spirit will 
be infused into the whole family, and also into 
the schools. Thus as we meet at the school, a 
pleasant look, a kind word, and a hearty shake 
of the hand, will give fresh courage and re-
newed zeal in the Master's work, and an in-
fluence for good will be exerted by each one of 
us ; and in turn each will receive help from 
the other. 

This is what God designed the Sabbath-
school should be, and this is what we expect it 
will be. This will all come as a matter of course 
if we all have the spirit of the author of our 
study in our hearts. Let us profit by the re-
sponsive reading of from the seventeenth verse 
to the close of the fourth chapter of Ephesians 
in our schools next Sabbath, and may we be 
especially impressed with the last verse. Oh, 
that the spirit of Christ may pervade our homes 
and our schools, that the lives of both parents 
and children may be more perfectly moulded 
after the divine pattern ; and that love may 
abound, and selfishness be banished ; then we 
will be in a condition to work for the school, 
and when love is the ruling principle, it will 
attract the children. 

S. M. COBB. 

Field Nepor0. 
AMONG THE CHURCHES. 

SABBATH, Dec. 7, I met with the church at 
home, and also Sunday I spoke to a good out-
side attendance, and in the 'evening I spoke in 

- the Presbyterian church to an attentive congre:  
gation. Thursday I went to Salamanca and 
spoke in Brother F. H. Hicks' parlor to a 
goodly number. Sabbath and Sunday I met 
with the company in Olean and spoke four 
times, the last service was in the colored peo-
ple's church, nearly all' of our people were 
present. 

Monday I went Wellsville and spoke in the 
evening, quite a number not of our people were 
present. From there I went to .Corning, and 
Sister Austin invited in sonic of her neighbors, 
and I talked to them. Wednesday and Thurs-
day nights I spent with the Catlin church ; the 
meetings were held in the school-house, and it 
was filled. I took up a collection and received 
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h' aqvassitig NCO. 
Report for the Week Ending Jan. 3. 

Post-office. 	County. 	Agent. Hrs. Days. Orus, 	Value. Miscel. 	Del. 	Val. 

Bible Readings. 
Utica, 	 Oneida, 	Norman Kling, )6 4 1.50 
Sidney, 	Delaware, 	C. W. Inskeep, 1 1 1 $2.75 

Patriarchs and Prophets. 
Rochester, 	Monroe, 	M. A. Millington, 20 4 13.75 1.75 

Miscellaneous sales, 3.25 

Totals, 	3 Canvassers, 37 9 8 $19.75 $3.25 

$1.90. From there I went to Elmira, and 
found that they had a Bible reading appointed 
for that evening. Brother R. B. Gorden con-
ducted it, and it was enjoyed by all. Sabbath 
and Sunday the meetings were held in a hall 
on Lake Street, which is lighted and warmed 
for fifty cents each service. Sunday the room 
was well filled, and the outlook for Elmira was 
never better than now. 

From there I went to Cortland ; but on ac-
count of the rain there were only a few out. I 
here met Brother G. D. Ballou, who now re-
sides here. He. is selling Doctor Kellogg's 
works, and is doing well. Lincklaen Center 
was the next place I visited, and I spoke four 
times. I enjoyed this visit very much ; but 
there were not as many out as thee was one 
year ago ; but some who had grown cold made 
a new start to serve the Lord, and on the whole 
the meeting was a profitable one. Some not of 
our faith told me they believed we had the 
truth. 

Thuriday night I found myself in Norwich, 
not, however, without knowing how I came 
them, for Brother Coon carried me five miles, 
and then I took the stage twenty miles, and 
the roads were very bad. The little company 
there are doing well and seemed to be of good 
courage in the Lord. Friday I went to Brook-
field and held four meetings with that - church. 
This little company seem very grateful for min-
isterial help, and some labor ought to be done 
there to strengthen that which remains. 

I then came to Rome and foundElders Place 
and Kinne very busy in the office while Broth-
er Wilcox is away for a few days. I go from 
here to Saratoga and Warren Counties to labor 
for a while. Brethren and sisters, aid me by 
your prayers. 

D. A. BALL. 

H.A.SBROUCK. 

WE made a break in the work at Hasbrouck 
to take up the week of prayer work. We first 
visited the companies at Middletown and Slate 
Hill, being there from Friday, Dec. 20 to Mon-
day, Dec. 23, holding in all eleven meetings. 
Sunday we organized a church at Middletown, 
numbering twenty-four members. Tract soci-
eties were organized at both places. God's 
hand was present and his Spirit was present as 
the first quarterly meeting was held at this 
place. Tuesday, Dec. 24, found us at New-
burg, and here we stayed until- the 26th, hold-
ing eight meetings including an ordinance 
meeting. There is considerable outside inter-
est here, showing the work of this small com-
pany. Good attention was paid to the word 
spoken, and a desire to hear more expressed. 
Newburg out to have work done for thousands 
know not the gospel of Christ. Friday even-
ing we stopped on our way to preach at Slate 
Hill, and Sabbath and Sunday were spent at 
Wurtsboro. Sunday we celebrated the ordi-
nances of the Lord's house. Although this 
little company have had considerable opposi-
tion, they find their strength in Christ, and are 
" growing in grace." Eighteen subscriptions 
to our papers were received during the trip. 
Pray for the work in south-eastern New York. 

W. A. WESTWORTFL 

NOTICE. 

WE trust that all the chnrch clerks will 
promptly attend to the annual reports sent 
them before election. Thus time and labor 
will be saved, and the lists completed in good 
season. 	W. A. WESTWORTH, SeC'2/. 

Ila.shrouck. N. Y. 
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NEW TORK RACT AND 

/MISSIONARY iSOCIETY. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 

ALL subscriptions given between 
Jan. 1 and April 1 	 .25 
April 1 and July 1 	 .20 
July 1 and Oct. 1 	 .15 
Oct. 1 and Dec. 31 	 .10 

$'A11 subscriptions expire Dec. 31 of each year. 

Address ail communications, and make all Drafts, 
Money-orders, etc., payable to New York Tract So-
ciety, Rome, N. Y. 

Officers of the New York Tract Society, 
A. E. PLACE, President. 
W. A. WILCOX, Secretary and Treasurer. 
J. R. CALKINS, State Agent. 

Entered at the Post Office in Rome N. Y. as second-class matter. 

SPECIAL ATTENTION ! 

WE call the attention of our brethren and 
sisters once more, in, this special way, to the 
matter of sending money or orderS to the Soci-
ety. It' will be a great favor to us and save 
some embarrassment, to say the least, if all 
who send communications to us, will direct to 
the New York Tract Society, 317 West Bloom-
field Street, Rome, N. Y., and not to any in-
dividual. It sometimes happens that, orders 
are sent in for books etc., -and the envelope ad-
dressed to an individual, and that individual 
may be away from the office for a day or more, 
thus orders are liable to be delayed. Besides 
this it is much b,ettei for all business to be done 
with the Society. We believe this will be ap-
preciated by all who take a moment to think, 
about it. 

Thus please address all letters of a' business 
nature, New York Tract Society, and also make 
all money orders, drafts, checks, etc., payable 
to New York Tract Society. We believe this 
will be. found to be the wisest and best way un-. 
der all circumstances: Please note instructions 
On this and other points on the this page. 

N. Y. T. Soc. 

FALLSBURGH. 

LEAVING Rome, Nov. 11, I went to Brook-
field, remaining there over the next Sabbath. 
Those there who have been long in the race 
took quicker steps as they learned some of the 
more recent signs proclaiming the nearness of 
the desired goal. Since then I have been work-
ing here, besides speaking twice at Hasbrouck, 
and once in Monticello. Several are deeply in-
terested, and one has promised to obey. 

Reader, pray that God's Word may take deep 
root in every honest heart here. 

W. W. WHEELER. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

I EXPECT to fill the following appointments 
at dates named : West Monroe, Sabbath and 
Sunday, Jan. 11, 12 ; (meeting to begin Fri-
day night.) Roosevelt, Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, Jan. 13-16.. Linck-
'laen Center, Sabbath and Sunday, Jan. 18, 19. 

A. E. PLACE. 

I WILL meet with the Sinclairville church in 
quarterly meeting, Sabbath and Sunday, Jan. 
11, 12: I will also meet with the Jamestown 
church in their quarterly meeting which has 
been-postponed on account of storms until Jan. 
18, 19. The friends at Blockville are invited 
to meet with us. Hope to see a large attend-
ance at these meeting. 

J. B. STOW. 
-4•- 

NOTICE. 

QUITE a number of our brethren at Auburn, 

get them a copy of Isaac Leeser's translation 
including myself, requested Brother Wilcox to 

from the Hebrew. This work is a great help 
to an understanding of the Scripture. I have 
lost the names of those who requested them, 
and will ask all such to send the order to New-
Yolk Tract Society, as they are now ready for 
delivery. Price $1.00. 	

D. A. BALI.. 

—7-Elder D. A. Ball's present address is, 1st 
Avenue,-  'Bath-on-Hudson, N. Y., care of D. 
P. Millias. 

—All who have not renewed their subscrip-
tion for the INDICATOR should do so at once, as 
this is the last number that will be sent to thoSe 
who have not sent - in their name. 

—All, persons sending copy for the 'INDICATOR 
should mark it such on the envelope ; and 
when appointments are inclosed- -mark the en-
velope, ',INDICATOR appointments." This 
will insure prompt attention. 
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