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THIRD WAYMARK,LEIEIE_ FALL OF BABY-

Pablishing
Qm_nmiaee.

“‘ And thete followsed another angel, saying Babylon
is fallen, is fallen, that great city, (What fur1) becanse
she-made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of
. her. forpication.”” She has made sll- the world .drink
from that cup of poison. Rev. xvii, 4. -Hence as John
- #ays, ‘“ the jnhabitants of the earth are made drunk’’—
- and the -only remedy pointed out by God to. heal his
people of this awful malady, and make them sober again,
i to ¢“ come out-of her ’’ altogether, for while you stay
there you will be continually drunk with her poison,
A bave.now come to.a waymark which has been.vep-
tesented under so'many false celorings by the majority
of these msssengers, making it very difficult for all .the
honest hearted ‘to keep their eyes upop it long enough
to. be fully satisfiel of its identity, that 1. need wisdom
from God to direct, and.by his-help T will ‘try, not.to go
all over the ground, which has been ably done by-the
minority, but toueh some of the points, and show it ful-
. filled as it stands im gur pathway. I at first suppesed
that this should be-called the second waymaxk, instead
of the tarrying time; but I think i will be seen where
I have placed it, by the tine I have described. the fourth
waymark. -It is true it began to be seen before ihe
second one, but its prominency was noy fully discovered
-until we had passed the most trying partof the tarrying
time. “* And there followed anether angel’’—that is,
during the’ judgment hour cry, some of the sime mes-
sengers, with others that had been joining the ranks,
commeneed the second message, saying as iu the text,
“ Babylon is fallen.”” -

Many of the prominent and leading messengers, ut
terly rejectad this message, while others were burdened
and-pained to be delivered. The message began to be
heard in the fall of 1843, and ificreased. in proportion to
the first, down to the ta¥rying time. Here the subject
begap.to be pretty thoroughly discussed, but still a great
namber of virgins.could not, or woyld not understand it,
on account of the difference of opinion ameng the mes-
seagers. Not that:any of them doubted the message
being given, for- that could mot. be disputed amy more
than the first § but what the seriptural mesning of the
fall of Babylon was. As the Advent-Shield was intre-

duged hete in the tarrying time, fox'the espeeial purpose

of reviewing all the past, s0:that our standard mightbe
perfect and clear, this subject was eanvassed in &e
iv. aricle, page 112 -What is Bubylom, ard what i3
the fall of Babylon? They answer-og pages 119 and
129, that Babylon is the world, and her fall the.coming
of Christ. Notjee one thing here ; the authors of this
standard work opposed the giving of this message in jts

wain features. They called Babylon « Babel,” *¢ the -
city of Rome,”” ¢ the Catholic Church’’ and lastly ‘< the
World.” But those that had beén burdered with this
subject and felt the cry in them, insisted upon-it thet
these were mistaken, for Jesus had said, ¢ If any man
will do his.wi#l, he shall know of the doctrine whethet
it be-of God.”” And they knew perfectly well that-they
had not bgen to Babel, nor into-the Catholic church; not
to the city of Rome, to preach this doetrihe, neithet
were they burdened. to preach-it.to all the world ; bat
to the organized churches, where-God’s people were.—
It now began to be more clearly discerned that the star=
dard work had not given the seriptural expesition of
Babylon and her fall ; for the mighty cry of these flying
messengers with this second message, begar to tnake
the nominal organized charches tremable to their founda-
tions. At this crisis andther effort was put forth te
chock these disorganizers. Mr. Miller now came ‘out
with a different exposition, showing that Babylen wauld
fall twice—first on the French Revolution, in theerght-
eenthi-century, second ai the final destruction of al}
things. - It was clearly seen- that.this positien, if fol-
lowed, wonld preclude the: necessity of .the 2d and 34 -
messages that wers to follow the. firkt, in- Rew. xiv, 6,
7, until the saints were immortalized. . And yet, in
other paxts of the book (from. which. I shali.quéte by
and by) he clearly showed that this was the time for
the message, and it was actually being given.,

Subsequently he eame out again with his view of
Revelations xiv, 6—20, where he says, ““ I regard the
woman or mystical Babylon as the fallen. chnteh, and
all churches,that have the papal spirit, But it doesnot
foliow that there can be.no ehurches that love the Tord
in singerity.”” T wander if there ig such an oxgani
church to be found, T vhink this globe will be searched
in yam for i,

He. further says of the loud ery (first waymark) in
Rev. 8, 7, ¢ that it will eontinue amtil Christ comes in
his kingdami. The 2d message in 8v., the fall of Bl
ylow, will-take place after Christ comes. And further,
| that the angel in xviii, 1, 2, is the Lerd Jesus descend-
ing from heaven to take the kingdom. Whesa the angel
has declared or is -declaring the fall of Bahylon,. then
the 34 angél that followed the 2d in xiv,’8~19, is
showing the.fate of his worshippera, dnd that the 13v.
is the resurreetion, and must synehionize Wwith chapter
xviii. 4, eome out and meet him in the air,~~14-~16v.,
here the saints are called to meet the Lerd im the.air.
Then 17-—20; the vine of the earth-is reaped. And
this. is the harmonious ¥iew of the scriptures.
ply them differently is io-pervert them.” Now

I den't
mean to pervert the seriptures; neither can Ereoeive this
exposition. M is evident from X¥ii2, 4, that God’s peo-
ple are called out of Babylen; that they mny net teceive
of her plaguses. ) ) -
How. many plagnes aré there? The angel says sev-
en. Now, Mr. M. taught st that time, and .1 snppose
fully believed, that six of these plagues had been pour-
ed odt: Indeed, he hss tavght-in-his book; and inal
most ewry place whare be given a goutrse of leo-
tures, that the seven last ,yia.%aea (of course 1hare azd

plagues ta some after the. [az1) would be poered eut
m gathering of the szints. Rev. yoi. shows
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elenrly that =ix of them will be poured out before Christ|
eomes. (Seev.15.) Now if God’s people have to
wait in Babylon wntil Christ takes them eut at his-cou-
tng, ‘s he has here attempted to show, then-there is no
meaning to the 4th v. of the xviil, where God’s people
are called out of Babylon to get elear of, or receive nof
of her plagues! Now 1'say this same text is proof pos-
itive that &d’s people are called out of Babylon before
the last plagues are poured out- And Babylon eertain-
}y falls before the Second Angel calls themn out.

.Once more the voice from Heaven in 4th v. says,—
Gome out of her nxy people. Then if they do ebey this
call;-it eertainly will bs an act of their own will in obe-
dience to the voiee from Heaven. Will it be 50 when
Chrisi comes? No, No. The Apestle tells us that
the Saints will be changed -in the twinkling of an eye;
and.cawght wp in the air. This certainly is a very dif-
ferent aet. ' The Saints then must go, they cannot avoid
it. Sowesee that thie meaning of the text is voluntary,
while the latter is involuntary. This is only a few out
of the many difficulties that this expesition would have
led God’s people into if they had followed it.

For it was very evident ‘that there were two proces-
ses for Babylon to pass through, after her fall- and
God’s -people had come out of her, viz:—Ist, ‘¢ utterly
burned with fire, v. 8. 2d, found no more at all,”’ v.
1. :

About this timeT[Angum, 1844, ten thousand extras
of the Voice of Truth, eontaining the Editor’s, S, S.
Snow’s, and Geo. Storr's Expesition, were published,
showing what was Babylon and her fall, &c., &c.—
Fhis presented the subjeet in 8o elear s light, and in
accordance with the teachings of the Spirit, that it was
clearly seen that Babylon, that great city symbolized by

a ‘““woman seated upon a secarlet colored beast, full of]

names of blasphemy having seven heads and ien horns,’’
représented the existing organized Churches whieh had
now fallen in eonsequence of rejecting the doctrine of|
the Second Advent of our Savieur, which was now be-
ing ‘given by the messengers that were flying through
the midst of Heavén, just as the Jewish Church fell by
the rejection of the Flirst Advent. ~ See Matt. xxiii.
And the Beast with seven heads and ten horns, on
which the Woman is séated, represented, * the king-
doms of this world drunken with the wine of the wrath
of her fornication.”” The Woman a symbol of the fall-
en Church, and the ten horned beast a- symbol of the
kingdoms of this world, just as closely nnited and con-
nected together as the woman is seated on the beast ;—
witness the union of Church and State supported by
Civil, Military and Naval power throughout Christen-
dom. Sl it is dificult for many to distinguish be-
tween the woman and the beast she is seated upon.—
They confound it and make both one. Now to illus-
trate by a simple figure, for instance, a beautiful, gay
dressed woman seatéd upon a great red horse; now whe
would run the risk of being laughed at for his ignor-
anee by saying that the horse and woman were one,
and that there was no distinction. Would it not be
perfeetly phain that they were two, The woman riding
and the hoise ¢arrying the woman —se closely eonnect-
ed together that when the horse moved, the woman
moved: also. Would it not be obvious, also, that they
were hoth separate, and at a certain period of time the
woman mounted the horse, and became thus united and
closely eonneeted with him by riding about the world at
her pleasure. . : ‘ .
Well then, in the same point ‘of view, look at this
mystery Babylon, which is called-a 'Woman, and this
ten hcroed beast (which represents the kingdems of
this world) carrying her. In Rev. xii, 8, 14, John
sees her entirely separate from the beast, stroggling
with these beastly kingdoms to maintain her honor and
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purity. She was- then the pure Chirch. In the xvii.
chap. the Angel directs John to look at her again. She
is now about 1260 years older than when he last descri-
bed her. What a mighty change. She has now be-
eome a drunken.harlot. . With wine? No. But with
the blood of God’s dear children, v. 6.—Matt. xxiii,
34, 35. She has made the inhabitants of the earth
dfunk with her poisonous cup, and the kings of the
earth while thus intexicated, have unlawfully united
with her, and she fules, guides, and directs them as the
rider does the red horse. ~ She is now riding at her Jeis-
ure full-of names of blasphemy, with this blasphemous
pame written on_her forehead, MYSTERY BABY-
LON. THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HAR-
LOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
The 15th ¥. interprets the Ist v. and says * the waters
she sets upon are peoples, and maultitudes, and natiens
and tongues.”’ These are what the beast represent.

The - woman which thou sawest is that great ciiy
which reigneth over the kings of the earth. That is,
they are perf'ect,}g under her control. This is the Mo-
ther, Papacy, Catholicism, or the Roman Catholic
Church.  She has harlot children, what do they rep-
resent, the Protestant and Greek Church, in all their
erganizations, represented in the xviii chap. The An-
gel says they were divided inte three patfs, xvi, 19.-—
It is brought to view again in the xi, 13th v. where it
says *“ a tenth part of the city fell”” This we have in-
variably taught, transpired in the Revolution in France
not fir from I799. The tenth part of what city fell
then? We say the tenth part-of Babylon. Hew
did it fall, did the territory of France fali! No. O,
that would be a tenth part of the beast. Did the peo-
ple fall? No. - What then? why Ecclesiastical power
thoth in the Catholic and Protestant Church were des-
troyed. Was -that the coming of the Lord? No, it
was the fall of the tenth part of Babylon. Here then
is further proof that the fall of Babylon is not the eom-
ing of the Lord. But it is demonstrated fo be the or-
ganjzed Churches. :

Siill further, according to John’s vision in xiv Rev.
‘Babylon must fall in the time that the angel is giving
the everlasting gospel at the hout of God’s jndgment,
for he says there followed amnother angel. Then this
was the next thing-in order after the flying messengers
had fairly introduced the Second Advent doctrine, and
it was opposed and rejected by the Churches. Their
ery was, Babylon is fallen, is fallen. She has rejected
the message -of the angel that preceded. It was now
obvious that she had drank from the cup of poison so
deeply, that it had seized her vitals. She therefore m-
terly rejected her coming Lord.

" Where is the history for the fulfillment of this event?
We answer. Just where it ought to. be, foHowing in
its order, and no where else. When this subjeet first
began to be introduced in 1843, the most of the profess-
ed nominal Churches had closed their doors agaiust the
Second Advent doctrine, and began to treat the mes-
sage with scorn and contempt. Seme however looked
at it more favorably until this message was présented in
a clear Seriptural light, they then withdrew, and began
stoutly to declare it the doctrine of the Devil. . Af this
erisis the loud cry from Heaven was nervorsly proclai-
med, come out of her my people, &c. Now I do not
remember of hearing an objection against this doetrine’s -
being in its proper order. If, as we fully believe, we
were now catled t6 go out and meet the Bridegroom,
this message was just where it should be, of this, thou-
satids were fully convineed, for it was just what we
were witnessing all around us, and it fully accorded
with the predictions of Isaiah, Jer., Paul and John.—
By comparing Rev. xvii, 2, and xviii, 9, it was per
fectly evident that no other body could commit this sin
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of fornication with the kings of the earth; but the or-ishall come,” v. 33. This shows clearly that the mes.

ganized Churches, the professed people of God, whose
law requires them to be separate from the world. - Fiw-
ery sect is therefore guilty, for they are unlawfully
connected with the world, and consequently condemned.

This way mark was now distincily seen in our path-
way, linked in with, or chained on to the judgment hour
cry, and stretching’ its way through the tarrying time,
crying mightily with a strong voice [as was never heard
before, nor since Oct. 1844,] ¢ Babylon is fallen, is fall-
en, and is becormme [not will be] the habitation of devils,
and_the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every
unclean and hatefal bird.”

This imessage now moved onward with the rapidity
of the first, eausing in its flight the nominal Churches
to shake mightily. How then could this be the work
of the Devil as many have said. Even the Churches
themselves knew that it was the very opposite of any
thing the Devil had ever done before.

- Now if we have proved that mystery Babylon, the
antitype of literal Babylon, which signifies confusion
and mixtore,vepresents the organized Churches of all
descriptions, divided into three parts, Rev. xvi,.19, viz:
Roman, Greek, and Protestant. Then is it not clear
that this call from Heaven ¢ come out of her my peo-
ple,” is delivered by messengers calling on God's peo-
ple 10 eoame out of these Churches, and belongs to this
message in connection with the history as stated in ch.
xviil, 1—4.

RESPECTING ANGELS.

These undoubtedly are invisible : Giod's spiritual be-
ings, ever ready to execute his orders, and as they fly
with their messages proclaiming them in heaven, the
Holy Ghast, whose office it is 10 take the things of God
and show them unte us, introduces the message in its
heaverly eharaeter to the Church on earth.

Thus the plans of God are executed, word and spirit

agreeing. Angels, first proclaiming the message” in

heaven, and then men to their fellow meén on earth, as
it has been in-Advent history since 1887. Our business
then is with the Protestant Church, for it will be ad-
mitted by all that the Roman arnd Greek Chlurch are
eorrupt and-anti-Christian.

Waar 18 o Cauvren?

A Christian Chareh is an assembly or congregation
of faithful men. An anti-Christian Church is an as-
sembly or congregation of unfaithful men. "This Church
praves hiself eorrnpt and anti-Christian,  Ist. Bytram-
plieg en humanity or disregarding its claims. 2d. By
becoming earnally minded and covetous. 3d. By ceas-
ing to do the work for which Christian Churches were
founded. ‘And 4th, by distegarding or renouncing any
of the fandamental truths of the Bible. This I believe
is the mildest form of an anti-Christian Church, and
whoever remains in it is far from being blameless in the
sight of men, and.of course criminal in the sight of God ;
heoce the imperious necessity for the call, “ come out
of her my people.”” That the Bible does speak of such
a call is perfectly clear from the following testimony,
< Depart ye, depart ye, go ye ont from thence,~go ye
out of the midst of her, be ye clean that bear the ves-
sels of the Lord.”” Tsa. lii, 11. Jeremiah speaking of]
literal Babylon, and John of mystical Babylon, shows
clearly that the first is a type of the second, and harmo-
oizes with vther prophets and makes the subject clear-in
this last message to the Churches. He says,  Flée

out of the midst of Babylon and deliver every man his|

soul.”? ¢ We would. have healed Babylon, but she is
not healed, forsake her.”” v. 9. God:rays the Daugh-
ter of Babylon is like the threshing floor, it is time to
thresh her, yet a little while and the time of her Aarvest

sage to her is before the harvest, which is the.end of
the world. Again in v. 45; “ My people go ye outof
the midst of her and deliver ye every man his 5ot em
Micah shows that the Dauglter of Zion shall go out of
the eity into the field, iv, 10. John says, ¢ the woman
which thou sawest is that great City which reigneth
over the kings of the earth.””  Herein v. 13, the Daugh-
ter of Zien is called upon 4o thresh, and thou shalt beat
in pieces many people. * Zec. says, * Deliver thyself,
O Zion, that dwellest with the deughter of Babyloa,"
ii, 7—14. These scriptures show a work to be per-
foraed hefore the Resurrection. And that the Daugh-
ter of Zion is thé true Church, the remnant that have
literally gone out of the City [the Church} into the fields
and irto the t000ds, and there held their meetings.

Paul is in perfect harmony with these, and says,
¢ Wherefore come out from a them, and he ya
separate, saith the Lord, and touch pot the unclean
thing, and 1 will receive you, and I will be a Father
unto you and ye shall be my sons and danghiers, saith
the Almighty,” ii Cor. vi, 17, 18. Come out from
what? See v. 14, from unrighteous believers. Where -
did Paul learn this doctrine before the visiuns in Rev,
were given? why from the very Prophets which 1 have
quoted, and he makes the promise strong by quoting’
God for his author. 1 suppose that every rational per-
son would admit that these propheeies relating to this
subject ' would be fulfilled, and this message given be-
fore the second advent. Says the reader, the great dif-
ficnlty with me is that I don’t believe that this Woman,
called < Mystery Babylon,’ ¢ the great city,” repre-
sents the present organized churches. Well, but it rep-
resents something. O yes What is it,then? There
are but four names or expositions given to Babylon that
1 have read of, and only one of these can be the true~—
Let us try them by  simple rule. The first, then, as
the Advent Shield says, the kingdoms of this world are
comprised in Babylon.

Isaiah says, ¢ depart ye, depart ye, go ye.out from -
thence.” Jeremiah says, *‘ flee out of the midst of Bab-
ylon—my people go ye out-of the midst of her, and de-
liver ye every man his soul. Micah says,  For now
shalt thou go forth out of the'city,’ (Babylon.) . Zec.
says, ‘ Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the
daughter of Babylon.”” Paul says, “ Come out from
among them, and be separate.” The last cry is, ¢« Come
out of her my people, that ye be no! PARTAKERS OF HER
siNs.”’  Come out of what?! Why out of the warld!
—that is ‘what the Shield calls Babylon. Where shall
we go? We are told, up to meet the Lord in the am.

| Who cannot see, to say the least «of it, that this is a per-

version of these texts? Do look at iheir conneetion, es-
peeially the last three. See if they will compare with
1 Thes. iv, 16—18, and 1 Cor. xv, 52. Besides iit is
absolutely contradicting the angel to say. that Babylon
is the kingdoms of this world, for he says. the woman.
(Babylon) which- thou. sawest is that great iy which.
reigneth over the kings of the earth,” Hew can a city
reign over itself? :
9d. Babylon has also been cailed the City of Rome.
«Come out of the City of Rome, niy peeple.” They
are-not there, and have not ‘been for marny hundreds of
years. Anti-Christ re'icgns there.
3d, The Papacy or Catholic Chuich has heen called
Babylon. Come oat of the Cathelie Church, my-peo-
ple.” You eall in vain, they are not there—they depas-
ted from her certainly 300 years ago. ) _
ath, And-last, the ery is made in the Protestant.
churches, ¢ Come out of her, my people.” What is-
now the response?! Thonsands on theusands dissoive

'their connection, and out they come, under thve full con-

viction that this loud ery is to them, and the churches
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which. they are leaving are fallen Babylon, because)
they have Tejected the message which preceded this.—
¢ The hour of his judgiment is come:’! Their houses
which the]y have cldsed -against this second advent mes-
sage, ate left unte them desolate. God has left them
in: their own confusion. And hundreds and thousands
of them have in their own way acknowledged it since.
1 ask you to Jook back to the summer and fall of 1844,
where you seethe fulfillment of this 2d angel’s message
in & most worderful and striking manner in almost eve-
ry towt aad city throughoit New England. Why not
somewhere else just as well? Because the sun was
darkenéd here, and these flying messengers, as I have
shown, multiplied and congregated here—and this be-
‘ing the lightest spot under the whole heavens, the mes-
sage was heard first here, and then carried out {o the
utmost bounds of the earth. It is trae, many of the Mid-
dle, Western and Southern States, and the Canadas,have
joined. Some object because it was not simultaneous in
ngland, &c. If you will look at the xiv, ch. you will
see that it was the first messenger only that sent his mes-
sage to every nation, kindred, tongue and people. It has
also been objected that the dark day was no sign, because
it did not extend farther. But-who does not know that
it was more striking en this account? If as muchas I
" have now written in these forty lines, had been recorded
" as history some few years ago, say relative to the soun-
ding of the sixth angel or the sixth plague, who would

- have douhted? Whai then shall we do with the above,
and much rpore that could;be added, if secessary? Yes,
1 eould begin to call names, and show from seventy-five
10.one hundred living cases in Fairhaven and New Bed-
ford that fulfilled this prophecy, that either came out or
were turned out of the churéhes about this time. It
wmakes no difference whether they are infidels or back-
sliders now’; they then elaimed to be God’s people, and
they were so long as they obeyed, in his fear. Iam
aware that there were many others that left these church-
es before and at this time that had no faith in this mes-
sage, but they saw the church was pro-slavery and-had
noe sympathy for the poor, down-trodden slave; on this
ground alone (and this was elear duty,) they came out
from her unhallowed communion. The advent doctrine
was the last, and crowning test which-God ever gave
his people to come away and separate themselves from
all nmrighteous unbelievers. Why, who does nut re-

member what a perfect rush there was to get out -of
these churches just before the message ended in the clo-

sing up of A Cry at Midnight? They seemed to be as
theroughly convinced of. this' duty as many ministers
and laymen did that thronged to the water side to be
buried with Christ in baptism, being satisfied that they
had withstood this ordinance as long as they dared to.
Notwithstanding Mr. Miller took the ground as I have
queted that Babylon’s second fall would be, or the sec-
ond asgel’s message fulfilled at the second advent, he
has in the same books previously noticed, .(Advent Li-
brary, Ne: 47, page 19, 20,) admitted the whole mes-
sage in its time and place, Hear him:

Tux Morrer or Harrots.

Xe/ﬂ' may the Church of Rome claim the title of
Mother Church ; and those churches which have come
ont from her may as well be called HARLOTS. For
there are few of them at this time, but are partaking of|
the old mother’s character, and committing the same
ABOMINATIONS of pride, vain show, worldly grandeur

and riches, popular applause and political pewer.—|

Where is there a Protestant sect but now. claims the
- same guthority ag the Pope over those who may hen-
eutly differ from them in understanding the word of
God? Never did the Church of Rome persecute the
Pretestant Covensnters more when they fled from their
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fellowship, than the sects of the present-day would the
Adventists had they the power. See the venom of our
sectarian paperswhich. is cast out-against those who he-
lieved in the near coming of the dear Savior. They
have all in their turn been come-outers. ‘Why nat let
the. Advent brethren have the same privilege? [Sure
enough.]. Why complain? you gave ns a sample, we
are only working after the copy. You once called the
Church of Rome the mother of harlots. We, because
you partake of her nature and perform her acts, carLL
vou narrots. This is the seripture language, and was
once yours when you came out.—The present moment is
one in which the sins of the people .are reaching ¢ to
heaven,’ ’’ page 34. Why keep back the message, then!
why not-allow those to declare it that were burdened
with it also. This to us was paradoxical, first to preach
and claim the privilege for all his hréthren, showing it
was Tight to do so, and then tell them that this message
would not, nay could not be given (without perverting
the scriptures) until the second advent. See also pages
39, 40. The Advent Herald has also sustained corres-
ponding views and opposed these messages. Look at
the 309 No., April 6, 1847-—just read their article,
The Churches Coming Out. After the message had
eeased to have any real effect, they can say it is their
¢ deliberate opinion and duty to teach this doctrine,
(just as it had been done three years before,) and call
on them to come out of the churehes.” Just read it for
yourselves. What is the matter? has immortality come? .
or is the tine come now to give this message? or was it
given in the right time? We say without hesitation
the latter. If we need any other human testimony to
prove the permanency «of this waymark in our pathway,
we know where to call. If these messages were not
fulfilled there, they never have been any where. Then
it is impossible for them to occur again. Can any wise
man show where faith and zeal, and power, as in this
case, will ever occur again to do any thing like what
has been done?! No, never! and whoever looks for its
fulfillment in immortality is not with the wise.” '

FOURTH WAY MARK: A CRY AT MIDNIGHT.

“ At Midnight a cxy was raised, the tridegroom is
coming, go ye out to meet him. Then all the virgins
arose, and trimmed their lamps.”” We hdve already
shown that the tarrying time for the bridegroom by the
prophetic periods was six months, beginning the 19th
April down to 22d October, 1844., The Midnight of
this dark stupid time would be ahout July 20th. S. S.
Srow gave the true Midnight Cry in the Tabernacle in
Boston at this time, and it was received by the virgins in
a different light from what it ever was before. Hesays
he had been trying to make people believe it before, but
without eflect, because it was generally belicved as we’
had been taught from 1840, that the Midnight Cry em-
braced the whole subject, even beginning back to the
French Revolution, and some were old. enough to be-
lieve that it began in the days of the Agostles. But
pow it began to move with rapid progress.. God was
giving the light by his spirit. I well remember somie
that 1 conversed with, who related the wonderful man-
ner in which they were moved upon to examine this
subject before they had heard it..

At Midnight, in the dead of the night of this tarrying
of the Bridegroom, * the cry was raised,”” which caused
great agitation- and execitement, Jooking with. unparal-
leled interest at definite time, 10th of the seventh month.
A camp meeting was held in Concord, N. H., some-
where about the first of August: Here, as we after-
wards Jearned, the ery resounded thronghout the camp.
On the 12th of August, another was held at Exeter, 13 .
H. On my way there, something like tne following
'seemed to be continually forcing upon my 'mind. You
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“are going to have new light here, something that will
give an impetus to this work. How many thousand
living witnesses there still are scattered over ‘the land
that experienced the manifestation of the spirit’s power
in applying to their hearts the many seriptures, and es-
pecially the clear exposition of the parahle of the ten
virgins, at that meeting. Thefe was light given and
received there, sure enongh; and when that meeting

closed, the granite hills of New Hampshire rang with/

the mighty cry, Behold the Bridegroom comsih, go ye
out-to meet him! As the stages and railroad cars rolled

away through the different States, cities and villages of

New England, the rumbling of the cry was still dis-
tinctly heard. Behold the Bridegroom cometh! Christ
is coming on the tenth da¥ of the seventh month ! - Time
is short, get ready ! getready!'! In a few weeks this
Way Mark, like a beacon to the tempest-tossed mari-
ner, was clearl¥ seen in our pathway threughout New
England, and onward into other parts as it moved by
eamp meetings. conferences and papers. Here S, 8.
Snow published the true midnight ery. (Aug. 22, 1844)
*¢ Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their
lamps.*’
and unparalleled interest to a definite pont: What 4
striking and perfect fulfillment. Who does not still re-
member how this message flew as it were upon the
wings of the wind—men and women moving on all the
cardinal points of the compass, going with all the speed
of locomotives, in steamboats and railroad cars, freight-
ed with bundles of books and papers, wherever they
went distributing them almost as profusely as the flying
‘leaves of autumn. They purported to contain the last
warning to a guilty world, ~ (How true it was that this

was the Jast warning that they would ever receive from

Advent believers.) And then the agonizing prayers
and entreaties for our families, friends and brethren.
Surely time can never effzce those.deep impressions,
besides thie deep searchings of heart and consecrations
of time, friends, property, all;alltoGod. Surely here

is where we put on the wedding garment—¢ were

made white.”

Say, was this the work of God? If you deny it, you
veto the work and power of God among men, in every
age, and make religion a something which man can nev-
er understand. Admit that there were frailties and
improprieties in some, and evety thing else that man is
subject to ; but it does not, follow by any means that all
was wrong. I feel bound to say without fear of contra-
diction, that this mighty cry was the power and work
of God. Ishould peril my sop] to deny it, and so will
every honest hearted one that had any thing to do with
it. Why, if this was not the work of God, then I
should forever- despair of finding the road to heaven.
I say again, in the Year of Him before whom I soon ex-
pect to appear to receive my final destiny, it is down-
right infidelity in any Advent believer to doubt this be-
ing the fulfillment of the parable of the ten virgins. Tt
was the only conclusion we all came to at the time we
felt and knew the most about it that we ever shall in
this mortal state. And surely none could understand it
‘better than those that were burdened with this cry.—
For eight long months we were discussing the subject
of this cry, while the sound was rolling away in the
distant heavens. *“ And the foolish said to the wise, give
‘us of your 0il,”—that is, give us your evidences, your
light ;-we want preparation. ¢ Buy for yourselves,”—
that is, search your Bibles, pray God for grace to pre-
pare you. * While they went to buy, the Bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went in with himr'to
the marriage, ard the door was shut.’”” Here is where
the division took place which was so clearly manifest at
the very close of the cry, and has been a standing wit-
ness ever since. Whilé they went to buy—clearly show-
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itig thay they left a part of the virgins in the right posi~
tion with oH ig their lamps waiting. When he cumes,
this waiting party go in, and the door is'shut. Where
are the others! -Gohe away for oil. Do any of our
readers say this is not fulfilled? Task what you mean
then, by writing, preaching, talking, and lamenting the
divisions among the Advent people? Donlt you see
that you are to the very letter acknowledging the fact.
But you say that would be acknowledging ourselves the
foolish virging. Whether you do so or not, the para-
ble and our experience make it elear; each party had
their choice. ’ ’ 3
¢ Aftertwards ‘came also the other virgins, saying
master, master, open unto us.”’ After when 'was this
knocking? ~ Why it is after the door is shut! Awnd
there hios been a elamoring at the door ever since the
ery was finished—a perfect fulfillment of the parable in
all itd features. This calling for an opeh door after it
is shut, must certainly be fulfilled here, and not in the
air. 'Dhus we have the likeness perfect and coplete..
'Supposé, for instance, you: likeness shocld be painted,
leaving out your hand, foot or nose, or even the expres-
sion of ‘your eyes, you would detect it in a moment,
and péint to the defect ; and when finished, you woul
pronourice it a likeness. Well, this' parable is a like-,
ness of the kingdom of heaven, and finishes after the
12th verse, and no where else. And after it was fin-
ished, we were at Jeast eight months examining its fea-
tures, and proving it to be what our Lord had told us it
was; and how many thonsands there were that pro-
nonnced it a perfcct pieture. Many have since denied
it, but that has not altered the-features of it in the least,
nor neither has it shown how this ery with' all
its appendages will or can be, in_the future. I say
thete is not faith-enough in all thosewho have doubted
this mighty work to put forth ope hundredth part of the
energy, moral courage and zeal, to do’ this work as jt
was done when accornplished. And T ask who else
will attempt ‘it? Not those surely that-believe it is
done. Neither the world nor such as have pronounced
it'mesmerism. You know very wéll that God has call-
ed out a people to do his work and will; and think you
that it will not be done in scriptural order, and in the
right time? "It has been and it is the height of folly to
believe that God will require his people to do it twice.
1 know it js tribmphantly stated that the door is not
'shut; and there has not been any striving to open it,
because no one would ask-for admittance until they
knew it was shut. ~‘They must know the fact first, say
they, and they say they do not. Answer, why did not
these same virgins understand ‘that their vessel§ were
empty of oil before it was too late? ~So'in the cuse of
the elamor about the door—they have then already béen:
proved ‘to be foolish virgins, and are as likely to make
a fatal mistake in this partof the parable as the other.
How many scores of writers could be called up here, if
time and space would admit of i, to prove how clearly
this cry has been fulfilled, and that. our “work eaded
here for the world. 1 kiow'it ig called infidelity now
'and even_ blasphemy to say so. Admit this 1o be your
testimony then about all the advent believers have com-
mitted blasphemy, and their confession to backslidden
advent blasphemets or a fatlen church and guilty world,
will never atone for one sin ‘or back track which they
have taken. One letter out of the many was joyfully
received, (though it came at a late houor,) as so muc
interest'was felt in the authier.” T will exwract a few
lines : ‘
«Olr the glory I have seen to-day. My brother, I
thank God for this light. My soul is so full that T can-
not write. My doubts and fears and darkness are all
gone. 1 see that we are yet right. God’s word is
itrue; and my soul is full of joy. . Methinks I hear you

|




- i# addressing one towards whom he sustains the rela-

~

be eontended that concersions to the church will take

‘word is clear and full in its testimony relative to the

%0

say, Bro. Miller is now a fanatic. Very well, call me
what you please; I care not. Christ will come in the
seventh month, and will bless vs all.” Oct. 6, 1844.”
This then was our united testimony respecting the tall-
est way mark in our pathway.

WHO IS THE BRIDE?

Tpon the right understanding of this question there
is mach pending ; it being so intimately connected with
the evidence that the King in his beauty is immediately
to appear. Every ray of light therefore, which can bhe
gathered-upon the inspired word, should now be brought
to bear upon it. Around this interesting question how-
ever, there are many influences, caleulated to mislead
tlre enguirer. Al have heen indoctrinated into the idea
that the clacrch is the Bride. This notion has been blen-
ded with almost every song of praise, uttered incessant-
ly at the shar of piayer, and proclaimed from every
pulpit—none questioning its validity. It is one of those
fruits of spiritnalizing the sacred QOracles, swhich have
80 fatally corrapted the streams of .truth. Being thus
taught, and universally received as truth, it has ¢ grown
with our youth and strengthened with our strength.”
But although this suhject has been so long involved in
darkness, it is nevertheless a plain one. The inspired

same. To that, we shall now appeal in as concise a
manner as the sabject will admit. It will be necessary,
however, in presenting the evidence, to advance many
arguments, which may not be new to all our readers,—
the importance of the subject must be the apology.—
We shall mke the ground that the New Jerusalem, and
not the church, is the Bride. The first testimony to
which we invite your attention is,

1. Tsa. 54th chapter, commencing at v. 5. ‘¢ For
thy Maker is thine susBaND ; the Lord of Host is his
name; and thy Redeemer the 'Holy One of Israel; the
God of the whole earth shall he be ealled.” v. 6,
¢ For the Lord hath called THEE as a'woman forsaken
and grieved in spirit,-and 2 WIFE oF YoUTH, when thou
wast refused, saith thy Ged.” .

In these two verses, it is plain, 1, that the Lord

tion of ¢“ husband.”” 2. She had before borne the char-
acter of Wife to him, (or to use the language of the
Prophet—** wife of youth,”’) but had been *¢ forsaken,”’
“ refused.”” 3. She is again united to ker Lord—* For
the Lord hath called thee as a woman forsaken,”” &c.,
showing a second choosing.

To bring this testimony to bear upon the point, we
have only to settle this question.—To whom is this lan-
guage addressed? Man says it i3 the church., Letus
see. - The Lord continnes his address thus:—v. 11,
* O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not eom-
forted, behold, I will lay thy sToNEs with rAIR coLOURS,
atid lay thy FoUNDATIONS with SAPPHIRE. v.12. And
I will make thy wiNoows of acaTEs, and thy ¢aTEs of
CARBUNCLES, and-all thy borders of pleasant stones. v.
13. And all THY.cHILDREN shall be taught of the Lord:
and great shall be the peace of THY cHiLprEN.”” Now
then as we see that this, whom the Lord calls his wife,
is to have * foundations of sapphire,”’—*¢stones of fair
colours,” —* windows of agares,”’—¢¢ gates of carbun-
eles,”’ is it not evident that this is applicable alone to the
New Jerusalem !—the eity John saw descending—and
which he describes in similar language to this, used hy
the Prophet !

But says the objecter, ‘“Ts not this a symbolical des-
cription of the church in its glorified state?” If so, we
ask who will be the ¢“children’ spoken of—** great
shall be the peace of thy children.” Surely it will not

-lanswer. Gal. iv, 25.
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place after -she is glorified? ‘And even granting that,
we contend that converts do.not become, ehildren of the
chureh, but a part of the church.itself.

The query may now return:— If the New Jerusa-
lem is the wife, who are the clildren? Let St. Paul
“ For this Agor is mount Sinai
in Arabia, and answercth to Jerusalem which now s,
and is in bondage with her children.” v.26. * But Je-.
rusalem which 1s above is free, which is the mother of
us all.” Here then we have the whole story. Old Je-
rasalem under the old covenant was the mother,—the
Jews her children. Under the pew,—* Jerusalem
which is above’’ is the ¢ mother *’ and the saints her
¢ children.” But as if to put this subject beyond con-
troversy, the Apostle gives his authority :—* For it ix
written, Rejoiee thou barren that bearest not; break
forth and ery, thou that travailest not; for the desolate
hath more ehildren than she which hath an husband.”
Wtiere ¢ is it written ” thus? In the first versc of the
chap. we have been considering. So then this is Paul's
exposition of that address of the Lord to the wife. We
prefer it 1o modern guessing at.the meaning !

God originally chose Jerusalem as the Metropolis of
his kingdom, but the children of Israel sinned, and they
were delivered into the hands of their enemies ; and the
city was desolated. God’s promise, however, to estah-
lish David's throne forever remains in full force.—
Zechariah informs us that when the * four horns” {or
kingdoms) of the *¢ Gentiles,”” shall have had their day,
Jerusalem is to be chosen again. Zech. i, 17. ** The
Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jeru-
salem.”” Read also the remainder of the chap., alse
chap. ii. Thus the Prophet describes Old Jerusalem
as ¢¢ forsaken,” ¢ refused,’” and then a second union he-
tween her and the Lord of Hosts, which the Apostle
shows is-fulfilled in ¢¢ Jerusalem which is above.”

2. Let Tsa. speak again. Laxvi, 10. * Rejoice ye
with JErusaLEM and be glad with her, all ye that fove
her; THA'T ye may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts
of her consolations; that ye may milk out and be delight-
ed with the abundanee of her glory. For thus saith the

|Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river,

and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream:
then shall ye snek, ye shall be borne upon her sides,
and be dandled wpon her knees. As one whom his mo-
THER COMFORTETH, 50 will I comfort You ; and ye shall
be comforted in Jerusalem.

Here Jerusalem is beautifully personified as a living,
affectionate mather ; and ¢¢ they that love her,”’ as chil-
dren, *‘ borue upon her sides,” ¢ dandled upon her
knees,’* ¢ comforted in Jerusalem,”” ¢ delighted with
the abundidnce of her glory.” By referring to the con-.
text a most striking and sublime description of the res-
utrection of the righteous dead, their gathering to Jern-
salem, and perfect bliss, will be found. Inv.5,is a
comferting assurance that the Lord ‘¢ will appear”’ to
the ¢ joy of those who have been cast out for his name
sake.”” v. 7. A description of the resurrection of
Christ the * first frnits.’” Mount Zion is represented
as *“ bringing forth a man child,” ¢ He who is 1o reign
in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem and before his ancients
gloriously.”” v.8. Mount Zion isia ¢ travail,”’—*“ 2
nation. is born at once,” ¢* brought -forth in one day.”
Zion and Jerusalem thus obiain their children, then in
v. 10, the saints are called dHpon to ¢* Rejoice with Jern-
salem, the Mother.”” In this we recognize clearly Je-
rusalem as the Wife of Christ, and Mother of the saints.

3. The prophet also places this subject in a very clear
light in chap. Ixii: ¢ Thon shalt no mote be termed
Forsaken : neither sball thy land any more be termned
Desolate ; but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, (margin,
my delight is in her,) and thy land Beulah, (Married);
for the Lord delighteth in thee and thy land shall be



wiarned.”  That Jerusalem is here the subject will be!
seen by the context. * For Zion's sake'will I not hold
my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake 1 will not rest,”’ &e.

V. 5. *“For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so
shall thy sous (the church} marsy thee : (Zion) and as
tlre bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride so shall thy God
rejoice over THEE.” (Jerusalem.) +v.8. ¢ Ihaveset
watchman wpon thy walls O Jerusalem, which shall
never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make
meation of the Lord, keep not silenee ;" v. 7. ¢ And

give Wm no rest, till he establish, and I he make Je-| .

Here we-have the ex-
will rejoice over Jerusalem
P * % *

rusalem a praise in the earth.”’
press declaration’ that God
as a bride. *

V.11, 12. ¢ Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto|

the end of ‘the world, say ye to the daughter of Zion,
Behold, thy salvation cometh ;”’—Now mark, before it
was simply * Zion :” now the ¢ daughter of Zion " or
the church is introduced, ¢ And they shall call them
(daughters of Zion) the holy people, aud thou (Jerusa-
Jem)-shalt be ealled, sought out, a city not forsaken.”
Who can fail to see in all these prophecies a marked
distinction hetween Jerusalem, styled ‘‘mother’’ ““bride”’
“wife,” &c., and the church called ¢ sops,” ¢ daugh-
ters,”’ “ children,’” ‘‘holy people,”” &e.—and econse-
quently the beautiful relation existing between the three,
Christ being the Husband, the City the Wife, the saints
the children. May the family soon be united!. Amen.
_Before adducing more evidence from the Prophets,
we will let St. John testify. Rew. xxi, 2. *“And I
John saw the holy eity, new Jerusalem, coming down
from God, out of heaven, prepared as -a bride adorned
for her husband.”” Again, v.9. ¢ And there came
unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven
“vials full of the seveir l3st plagues, and talked with me;
saying, come hither, T will shew thee the sriDE, the
Lams’s wrre. v. 10. ““And he carried me away in
the spirit to a great and high mountain, and suEwED
ME THAT GREAT cI1Y, the noLy JErUsaLEM, descending
out of heaven froin God ; having the glory of God,” &ec.
Was the proinise made by the heavenly messenger
really fulfilled? Did he direct aright the gaze of John?
If so (and who.dare deny it) then let it be forever set-
tled, that ¢ Jerusalem which is above *’ is the Bride.
To this view, however, there are objections raised,
the most prominent of which we now propose to consider.
Ozsecrions. The words of the Apostle to his Eph-
esian brethren, chap. v, are often urged as an pbjeetion
to the view we are presenting. Also a similar passage
in 2 Cor. xi;2.  **For I am-jealons over you with god-
ly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one hushand,
that T may present you as a chaste virgin.to Christ.”
Tt is trire that the apostle employs this figure to express
the union existisg hetween the Saviour and the saints,
just as Jesus himsglf did when he says, ¢ 1 am the true
vine and my Father is the husbandman, every branch in
_ me that beareth not fruit he taketh away:”” &c. There
Jesus uses this figure becauwse it so beautifully illus-
trates this union, and to show the necessify and duty of
his followers ‘‘ bearing frait.” So also with the apos-
tle; he says, ¢ Ye are members of his body, his flesh,
and his boues.” ‘* For this cause shall a man leave his
father and his mother, and shall be joined uynto his wife,
and they two shall be one flesh.” ¢ ‘This is a great
mystery but I speak-coneerning Christ and the church.”
He thus illustrates the nature of this mysterions union:
Ta 1 Cor. vi, 15—17. The same subjeet is brought to
view, ¢* Kriow ye not that-your, bodies are members of|
Christ? shall T then take the members of Christ, and
make them members of an harlor? God forbid! What!
kuow ye not that ue which is joined to an harlot is one
body? for two saith he shall he one flesh. But he
that is juined unto the Lord is one spirit.”’ Ts it not;
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perfectly plain that Pauf had o desigo tomake it ap--
peat that the ehureh is the bride or wife?

Again. Does he not confine the application of these
beautiful figures to the present state? Does he any
where intimate the ehurch will constitute the wife, or
be again married at the eoming of the Lord—when the
great and glorious wurriage is to be celebrated? No,
never. On the contrary, as before quoted, the new Je-
rusalem is called the < mother ’—consequently wife,
apd the saiots ‘“children.”

"Tis this fhe Saviour intimated, wlen he confourded
the Secribes and Pharisces by asking, ¢* Can ye make
the children of the bride-chamber fast, while the Bride-
groom is with them 1’ . '

Once more. If the chureh is to be the Bride, who
seill be the guests at the wedding?  Guests. there must
be,—whe uve they?! Hear the language of the prophet
while speaking undoubtedly of the very honr in which
we live. Zech. i, 7. -Hold thy peage a¢ the presence
of the Lord. God+ for the Lord hath prepared a sgerifice
he hath bid, (margin; sanctified or prepared} his ¢uists.
‘The guests here spoken of must be the sainis. The
scriptures every where poipt out the church as the
gnests. See Luke xiv,8-—26; Math. xxii, 10 ; xxv,
-1—12. As therefore the church will be the guests at
the wedding, it easnot at the same time be the Bride.

What a gross absurdity it would be te suppese the
Bridegtoom would marry the gaests!! \

Another objection many are ready to urge against this idea,
as soon as presented, is thig:—<It ig absurd to suppese the
Lord Jesus will marrv a literal ¢ity.” But stop a mement, my
brother ! Perhaps you may-not have a clear perception of the
vast importance of just such a mnion to the Savieur, and to your-
self as well as- all the wdints; if you did we think you would
discover a surpassing glory, in-the idea.~ It will be recollected
that Old Jerusalem wag the Metropolis of the Kingdom under
the old dispensation. 'Here God was pleased to manifest his
ancient people. But for their iniguities the Jews weére ©-cant
off,”* the kingdom subverted and their beloved city given into:
the hands of themw enemies. But-the times of Gentile rule are
to end. The Lord atone time spake to David saying, ¢“ I have
chosen Jerusalem that my pame might be there.” And King
Solomon while praying in the presenee of the congregated hosts
of Isrvael, repeats the gracious promise, and astonished at its
magunitude, thus breaks out:—** But will God in very deed dwell
with men on earth!”’ Well, God promised David that his seed
should refgn upon his throne forever. That assurance is good
to-day !

Who is the promised seed? -See Gabriel’s address to the
trembling Mary. Luke i, 831—384. < Thou shalt bring forth a
son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and
shall be called ehie Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall -
give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall
reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there
shall be po eyd.”” Amen-and Amen! Notice also the language
of God to the idolatrous Zedekiah.—*“ Thus saith the Lord
God, Remove the diadem, and take off the crown; this shall
not be the same: I will.overturn, overturn, overtara it, and it
shall be no more, uniil he come whose-right it id: and I wilt
give it him.”” This last prophecy has he fearfully and literally
accomplished. David’s throne has been overtuwrned—is now
desolate—Jernsalem the once glorious eity—* is now in bond-
age,” but he whose right it is will sway the sceptre, rei%’ninf'
on David’s threne. ¢ Thén " will God in very deed ¢ dwell
with man.”” ¢ Then will Jerusalem be called the throne of the
Lord,” and ¢ His dominion shall be from sea to sea, from the
rivers even to the ends of the earth.”

- This is why symbolically, Jérusalem is denorinated the Bride.
| As-Old Jerusalem was the metropelis of aneient Israel; so will
the New be the capital of the true ¥srael. “And when the ful
pess of times had come, Jesus was to claim his right. That
we believe has arrived. Jesus has asked of the ¢ Ancient of
Days the heathen for bhis inheritance, and’ the uttermost parts
of the earth for his possession.”> He has claimed as his legal
right, being the Son of David, the city whieh hath foundations,
and soon his faithful ones, the children of the Jerusalem above,
will behold their glorious sternal Mother, and ¢ be delighted
with the abundance of. her glory.”

¢ Fly swifter round
And bring the wel

{e, wheels of time
come day.”
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This last objestion uaturally sugyests another often arged,
viz: How the New Jerusalem can say *come,’’ as in Rev.
xxit, 17. o

If the careful rendor will netice the preceeding verse a solu-
tion of this apparent mystery mxay be found.. Let us-vead. “I
Jesus have sent ‘mine “apgel to testify.unto you these things in
the churcher. ¥am the rootand- gffspring of Devid, and the
bright and merging star.”” Now.v. 7. “*The Spikit-and the
bride say,Come,””” How plain the meaning !. Just-as if Jesus
Lad thus spoken ; “I am the offspring of David, therefore the
legitimate heir to histhrone ; Thaveheen giving to the church
throngh my servant John a revelation couceraing the coming
of that Kingdom; 1 havé eairied him'in the pirit down the
stream of time to the honr when'} shall claim the Seeptre; [

‘have < shaved > him the glorfess- Metropelis, my  Wife,” in
. all the efftlgence of her glory; I have revealed to him the terms
on which the sons of men, may hecome children of the hyride-
chamber and be permitted to celehrate the marriage supper;
and now 3t the close of this prophecy, where the ¢prtain &
that hides éternity from my sonsand danghters, the Spirit and
the Bride cry Come! Is she not the gloriens © Mother?”’ €an
suturn from the call to the wedding-fedst, the el to anevers
ming Kingdom? Come O Come !—Share wmy glary.* Ohl
how beaufiful the metaphor—the Bride says Cqme !

But let us read the passige in question and give it the verse
that the objector wounld give. “And the Spirit and the bride
say come.” This is understood, ““The Spirif and the Church
saycome. Let us proceed. “And let him that heareth say
tome.’  Pray teil us who is here intended 7—who is it that
““heareth?”  The Church, you answer. Suppose then we
read again the verse, and give it this rendering. “And the
SBpirit and the church say come. And let. the church say
come 7 Who can fuif to see, that by such ar interpretation,
its beauty and harmony is sadly marred. )

* %. T * *

How often have we heard ministers preach from this text,
and by jt'show thefreeness of salvatiod in this state, ““come,”
‘s#ty they, and drifk of the water-of life—come, aird receive the
forgiveness of sins ! How has this language been perverted.
When can we partake of the water of Life? 1In a mortal state ?
Certainly not. John shoivs us where that crystal tide witl flow.
xxif, And he shewed me.a pure river of water of Jife; clear as
erystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and the Lamb.—
< fn'the midst of the stréet of &, (the City) and on either side
of the river, was the tree of life’” &c. 'Fo teach that we can
now drink of thaj water, is practically teaching that we are
#5w in the New Jerusalenrt A child may see this.” Farn to
Rev. vii, 33--17. Here John has a view of the redeemed, who
have come up out of great tribulation.  “We shall hungér no
more, néither thirit any more.”’ . Why shall they ‘thirst 1o,
fore ? ¢ ¥For the Lamh, which is in the midst of the throne,
#hiall ‘feed them, and ‘shall ledd thém unto lLwing fountdins of
water; and Goii shall u;ipe awaz all tea:s from ’tgheir eye::,."

. &

“The trire child of God, is zow emphatically thirsting to drink
fiom that living fountain, that “pute river,” clear as crystal,”
Hever to thirst again. < “The marriage of the Eamb is eome !>
‘The aupper-prépared ! “AH thikgs. are wow ready. The inyi.
tition i now extended to the gnesis, come “and lef him that
Weareth: say come.” The  solicitation i$ acceptéd—the'an-
swer retarrred, ““even 80, come, Lord Jesus.”-—Hope of Israel.

ConrFERENCES—The blessing of the Lord attends such
meetings in @ wonderfil manger. The Vermont conference,
held at Satton, Sept. 26,27, 28 and 29, was well attended,
and we are sure resulted in much good, The pumber of be-
lievers_present was about sevesty. ight of aar dear brethren
‘from Capada East were.ar the pumber, strong in the “‘com-
mandments of -God, and the faith of Jesus.”

W anticipated a geeat trial atthat meeting ; but were very
happily disappeinted. True, seme trial arose in consequence
of the iniroduction of certain’ views, relative. to the Judg-
wment, &ec. upon-which we could not at first agree, but God
helped us-to discuss the subjects upon which we differed with
profit, and to commit them, and ourselves to. Him in fervent
prayer.. Before we left the place of meeting our trials were all
removed, Errors were confessed, and perfect unioa, as. sweet
as heaven, was felt among us all. The readiness of all to re-
ceive truth -in exchange iﬁr error has proved sincerity of heart,
and has ¢reated union,and a confidence in each ot{en, never
tobe lost, _The fact that Gad-is thus uniting those who keep
the commandinents is cheering to every soul-that loves God
and his holy law is one strong evidence that he has

‘cently
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of his peeple, Our beloved brother and sister Barrows of
Irashurg, Vt. here saw three -of their six dear children led
down into thé water. The other three were baptized last June.
That, troly, must be a happy family. Parents and children,
alsa, gramdmother Barrows, all ““walking in alf the eommand-’
ments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.”” Bro. George,
the son of onr beloved brother and sister Morse of Sutton, and
two others, were-also buried with Christ in baptism.

Qctober 12 and 13, we met in conference with the brethren
at Topsham, Me. The necessity of a full preparation for the
day of wrath, and coming of the Lord, was one of the princi-
pal subjects introduced. All seemed to realize its importance.
One dear brother, who had become engrossed n the cares of
this poor world, and for whom we greatly feared, was fally re-
stored, and again consecrated himself and his substance to the
Lord. Tt was a time of great refreshing “from the presence of
the Lord. We never witnessed a meeting, where there was
moré of the power of the Holy ‘Spirit manifested. We have
been in meetings, some years since, among the Methodists and
other sects, and with some Adventists, in 1843 and 1844, where
a false extitement seemed 1o exist, which resulted in distrac-
tion amd leanness of soul; but eur meeting at Topsham, though
exciting, all being deeply effected with the power of truth and
the Spiwit of the Lord, ﬁas had a saving, uniting and blessed
influence on the brethren. )

‘We met in conference with the brethrenat Fairhaven, Mass.
Oct. 19 and 20. It was a very interesting meeting. Some
that were in a doubting state when we were there in June have

(become fully established in the whole truth: A young brother,

fifteen ggars of age, was baptized ;. also, a sister who has re-
eeded the call and ““comsel’’ to the “Laodiceans.”
Theé Lord has done” much for that band of dear brethren of
late. If they keep humble the. Lord will keep them, and, we
trast, add to their numbers ““of such a5 shall be sdaved.” Sis-
ter Bates, the wife of our faithful Bro. Bates, is strong in the
present truth. The deceptive influence of some who professed
to preach the true. advent faith, blinded her mind, and prejudi-
ced. her agaiist the truth. Bro. Bates persevered, and for
years, yes, all through the scattering time, has kept the Holy
Sabbath alone. But when the “gathering time came, and God
began to reach out his arm to recover his préciots “jewels*
from beneath the “rubbish,” sister Bates was led to exdfaine
the truth for herself. . And nog she and her husband are walk-
ing in all the commandments and ordipances. of the Lord.”
Praise the Lord for what he is doing for the trusting remnant.

Sister F. M., Shimper writes from East Bethel, Vt. Oct. 6.

«Again holy time is nearly passed, and, outwardly, we have
been endeavoring to keep it-aceording to the commandmeat.”
Some good. degree, also, of the spirit of the-Holy Sabbath has
been granted pis; insomuth that all nature has seemed to par-
take with ug, and bow in sweet submissiod to-the law of God.

It bas been good amt profitable, too, fo call on the name of
the Lord, read his blessed Word, and meditate upon divine
present truth.” ) ,

Nov. 9. “Since I last wrote you, I have known something
of trials, and, also, of the mercy and goodness of God. At
that tisve: ¥ thought amy way clear touching temporal things, as
there was a good prospect of work; but alas ! before I had ac-
complished one week’s work, in.a business-like manner, I
found a serious return of the complaint of the liver, &c. which
has, troubled me for some years; but from which I have becn
partially relieved for more than a year past.”

“We would here ask the prayers of the brethren for our af-
flicted Sister Shimper. We would also say to those who
would esteem it a pleasure to help her in temporal things, if
they choose to forward means to us we will send it to her 1m-
medtately. We have taken the liberty to extract the above
few lines from Sister Shimper’s excellent iétters, and trust she
will pardon us if we have erred in %o doing. Mark this. We
make this.call in‘her bekalf, witheut the least solicitation for
aid, on her part. .

“Pure rehigion and undefiled before God,”” see James i, 27,
if exemplified by us, will lead us to relieve the wants of the fa-
therless and widows among us,

[EF"We bave received $1, from “Bro.-Peter Gibsof of Lon-
don, C. W. by the kindness of Bro. C. A. Minor. - Will Bro,
Gibsou, and others in Canada send us the names'and address
of all who wonld like to-receive the paper. -~ We'again, ask all,
especially our brethren in Canada, to write if they wish it sent

to them. Thdse who send means will please be particular .to.
state to what use they wish it devoted; and it

and
fand

stretched out his he second timc to recover the remnant

shall be receipt:-
ed in the paper accordingly. w.
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