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"Sanctify them through thy truth : thy word is truth."—St. John 17: 17. 
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THY SWEET WILL. 

CLOUDS that gather round my heed 
Seem the wings of God outspread ; 
Hours of thought and worldly care 
Full of sweetest comfort are ; 
Words of bitterness and sneer 
Fall like music on my ear. 

Once I could not thus partake 
Of each cup for Jesus' sake ; 
But I learned, one bitter day, 
To look up and meekly say, 
"Thy sweet will, dear Lord, not mine ; 
Thy sweet will, and only thine." 

Like a quiet little child, 
Striving to be meek and mild, 
Day by day I try to take 
All that comes for Jesus' sake. 
On this thought my soul doth rest: 
"God for me will do the best." 

Oh, how easy now to see, 
All things are for good to me 
Pain and loss or smile and cheer, 
Christ in all is very dear ; 
For my heart is whispering still, 
" Tby sweet will, Lord ; thy sweet will." 

—Selected. 
	 1 M. VI I Kt • 

"Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening 
of my lips shell be right things."—Prov. 8 : 8. 

WILLING OBEDIENCE. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 
GOD requires prompt and unquestion-

ing obedience of his law. But men are 
asleep or paralyzed by the deceptions of 
Satan, who suggests excuses and subter-
fuges, and conquers their scruples, saying 
as he did to Eve in the garden, "Ye shall 
not surely die." Disobedience not only 
hardens the heart and conscience of the 
guilty one, but it tends to corrupt the 
faith of others. That which looked very 
wrong to them at first, gradually loses 
this appearance by being constantly be-
fore them, till finally they question 
whether it is really sin, and unconsciously 
fall into the same error. 

We should not look in the face of duty 
and delay meeting its demands. Such 
delay gives time for doubts, unbelief 
creeps in, the judgment is perverted, the 
understanding darkened. At length the 
reproofs of God's Spirit do not reach the 
heart of the deluded person who has be-
come so blinded as to think that they 
cannot possibly be intended for him or 
apply to his case. 

The precious time of probation is pass-
ing, and few realize that it is given them 
for the purpose of preparing for eternity. 
The golden hours are squandered in 
worldly pursuits, in pleasure, in absolute 
sin. God's law is slighted and forgotten, 
yet every statute is none the less binding. 
Every transgression will bring its punish-
ment. Worldly love of gain desecrates 
the Sabbath, yet the claims of that holy 
day are not abrogated or lessened. God's 
command is clear and unquestionable on 
this point ; he has peremptorily forbidden 
us to labour upon the seventh day. He 
has set it apart as a day sanctified to 
himself. 

Many are the hindrances that lie in 
the path of those who would follow in 
obedience to the commandments of God. 
There are strong and subtile influences 
that bind them to the ways of the world ; 
but the power of the Lord can break 
these chains. He will remove every ob-
stacle from before the feet of his faithful 
ones, or give them strength and courage 
to conquer every difficulty, if they ear-
nestly beseech his help. All hindrances 
will vanish before an earnest desire and 
persistent efforts to do the will of God at 
any cost to self, even if life itself is sacri-
ficed. Light from Heaven will illuminate 
the darkness of those who, in trial and 
perplexity, go forward, looking unto Jesus 
as the author and finisher of their faith. 

In ancient times God spoke to men by 
the mouths of prophets and apostles. In 
these days he speaks to them by the tes-
timonies of his Spirit. There was never 
a time when God more earnestly in-
structed his people concerning his will, 
and the course that he would have them 
pursue than now. But will they profit 
by his teachings, will they receive his re-
proofs and heed the warnings ? God will 
accept of no partial obedience nor sanction 
any compromise with self. 

Through.  Samuel, God commanded Saul 
to go and smite the.  Amalekites and ut- 

terly destroy all their possessions. But 
Saul only partially obeyed the command ; 
he destroyed the inferior cattle, but re-
served the best, and spared the wicked 
king. The next day he met the prophet 
Samuel, with flattering self-congratula-
tions. Said .he, "Blessed be thou of the 
Lord ; I have performed the command-
ment of the Lord." But the prophet 
immediately answered, " What meaneth 
then the bleating of the sheep in mine 
ears, and the lowing of the oxen which 
I hear ? " 

Saul was confused and sought to shirk 
responsibility by answering, " They have 
brought them from the Amalekites, for 
the people spared the best of the sheep 
and of the oxen to sacrifice unto the Lord 
thy God, and the rest we have utterly 
destroyed." Samuel then reproved the 
king, reminding him of the explicit com-
mands of God, directing him to destroy 
all things belonging to Amalek. He 
pointed out his transgression and de-
clared that he had disobeyed the Lord. 
But Saul refused to acknowledge that he 
had done wrong ; he again excused his 
sin by pleading that he had reserved the 
best cattle to sacrifice unto the Lord. 

Samuel was grieved to the heart by the 
persistency with which the king refused 
to see his sin and confess it. He sorrow-
fully asked, "Has the Lord as great de-
light in burnt offerings and sacrifices as 
in obeying the voice of the Lord ? Be-
hold to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken than the fat of rams. For re-
bellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because thou hast rejected the Word of 
the Lord, he hath rejected thee from 
being king." 

God has given us his commandments, 
not only to believe in, but to obey. The 
great Jehovah, when he had laid the 
foundations of the earth, and dressed the 
whole world in the garb of beauty, and 
filled it with things useful to man, when 
he had created all the wonders of the 
land and sea, instituted the Sabbath day 
and made it holy. God blessed and sanc-
tified the seventh day because he rested 
upon it from all his wondrous work of 
creation.. The Sabbath was made for 
man, and God would have him put by his 
labour on that day, as he himself rested 
after his six days' work of creation. 

Those who reverence the command- 
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ments of Jehovah, after light has been 
given them in reference to the fourth 
precept of the decalogue, will obey it 
without questioning the feasibility or 
convenience of such obedience. God 
made man in his own image, .and then 
gave him an example of observing the 
seventh day which he sanctified and 
made holy. He designed that upon that 
day man should worship him, and engage 
in no secular pursuits. No one who dis-
regards the fourth commandment, after 
becoming . enlightened concerning the 
claims of the Sabbath, can be held guilt-
less in the sight of God. The example 
of Adam and Eve in the garden should 
sufficiently warn us against any disobe-
dience of the divine law. 

The sin of our first parents, in listening 
to the specious temptations of the enemy, 
brought guilt and sorrow upon the world, 
and led the Son of God to leave the royal 
courts of heaven and take a humble place 
on earth. He was subjected to insult, 
rejection, and crucifixion by the very 
ones he came to bless. What infinite 
expense attended that disobedience in 
the garden of Eden ! The Majesty of 
heaven was sacrificed to save man from 
the penalty of his crime. 

God will not more lightly pass over any 
transgression of his law now than in 
the day when he pronounced judgment 
against Adam. The Saviour of the world 
raises his voice in protest against those 
who regard the divine commandments 
with carelessness and indifference. Said 
he, " Whosoever therefore shall break one 
of these least commandments and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the least 
in the kingdom of heaven ; but whoso-
ever shall do and teach them, the same 
shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven." 

At the very beginning of the fourth 
precept, God has said,  " Remember," 
knowing that man in the multitude of 
his cares and perplexities, would be 
tempted to excuse himself from meeting 
the full requirements of the law ; or in 
the press of worldly business forget its 
sacred importance. " Six days shalt thou 
labour and do all thy work,"—meaning 
the usual business of life, for worldly 
profit or pleasure. These words are very 
explicit, there can be no mistake. How 
dare any one venture to transgress a 
commandment so solemn and important ? 
Has the Lord made an exception, by 
which some are absolved from the law 
he has given to the world ? Are their 
transgressions omitted from the book of 
record ? Has he agreed to excuse their 
disobedience when the nations shall come 
before him for judgment ? 

Let none for a moment deceive them-
selves with the thought that• their sin 
will not bring its merited punishment. 
Their transgressions will be visited with 
the rod, because they have had the light, 
yet have walked directly contrary to it. 
" He that knoweth his Master's will, and 
doeth it not, shall be beaten with many 
stripes." 

God has given man six days in which 
to do his own work, and carry on the 
usual business of his life. But the Lord 
claims one which he has set apart and 
sanctified. He • gives it to man as a day 
in which he may rest from labour, and 
devote himself to worship and the im-
provement of his spiritual condition. 
What a flagrant outrage it is for man to 
steal the one sanctified day of Jehovah, 
and appropriate it to his own selfish 
purposes! 

It is the grossest presumption for 
mortal man to venture upon a compro-
mise with the Almighty, in order to se-
cure his own petty, temporal interests. 
It is as ruthless a violation of the law to 
occasionally use the Sabbath for secular 
business as to entirely reject it; for it 
is making the Lord's commandments a 
matter of convenience. " I, the Lord thy 
God, am a jealous God," is thundered 
from Sinai ! The Lord requires willing 
sacrifice. No partial obedience, no di-
vided interest is accepted by him who 
declares that the iniquity of the fathers 
shall be visited upon the children to the 
third and fourth generation of them that 
hate him, and that he will show mercy 
unto thousands that love him and keep 
his commandments. 

THE SURE WORD OF PROPHECY. NO. 2. 

IN my last article I introduced the 
wonderful dream, or vision, contained in 
the second chapter of Daniel. In this 
vision we have the world's history sym-
bolized by a great metallic image, its four 
divisions representing earth's kingdoms. 
The head of gold symbolizes, Babylon ; 
its breast and arms of silver, Media and 
Persia ; its sides and thighs of brass, Ore-
cia ; its legs of iron, and feet part of iron 
and part of clay, Rome. 

The Medo-Persian kingdom, as I stated 
in my last article, was virtually conquered 
at the great battle of Arbela, B.C. 331, 
and the kingdom passed into the hands 
of the Grecians, the third kingdom, which 
did bear rule over the earth. Dan. 2 : 39. 

Alexander, the first king of Grecia, at 
an early age gave proofs of valour which 
soon made him conqueror of the world. 
In the early part of his career he mani-
fested many excellent traits of character, 
but through continual success he became 
proud and exalted, and in his supersti-
tious pride considered himself equal to 
the gods, but so far was he from being a 
god that his actions were unworthy of a 
man. He became dissipated through 
drink, and died from its effects. While 
on his death-bed he was asked to whom 
he would bequeath his kingdom. He 
answered, " To the most worthy." There 
seemed to be no worthy one among those 
whom he left behind ; for the kingdom 
through dissensions was soon divided into 
many parts by his officers, but the most 
powerffil of them determined to have 
more than their share, and at last four 
of them obtained possession of the king-
dom. The prophet had declared that a 

fourth kingdom should succeed the third. 
He says (Dan. 2 : 40), " And the fourth 
kingdom shall be strong as iron : foras-
much as iron breaketh in pieces and sub-
dueth all these, shall it break in pieces 
and bruise." 

The specifications of the fourth king-
dom are many. What kingdom did 
succeed Grecia ? What kingdom has 
been strong as iron, and broken in pieces 
and subdued all kingdoms ? But one 
answer can be given to these questions, 
namely, Rome. As a kingdom it is the 
most celebrated one of antiquity, and 
has in a wonderful manner fulfilled the 
prophecy. It has broken, bruised, and 
conquered. Its history is one of battle, 
bloodshed, injustice, and crime. 

The noted historian, Gibbon, an unbe-
liever in the Bible, in describing Rome, 
uses nearly the language of Inspiration. 
He says : " The arms of the republic, 
sometimes vanquished in battle, always 
victorious in war, advanced with rapid 
steps to the Euphrates, the Danube, the 
Rhine, and the ocean ; and the images of 
gold, or silver, or brass, that might serve 
to represent the nations or their kings, 
were successively broken by the iron 
monarchy of Rome." 

In speaking of Rome when she became 
a universal kingdom the same historian 
says : " The empire of the Romans filled 
the world. And when that empire fell 
into the hands of a single person, the 
world became a safe and dreary prison 
for his enemies. To resist was fatal ; and 
it was impossible to fly." • 

Although Rome had acquired such 
power, and her king could command the 
world under tribute (Luke 2 : 1), yet it 
was not always so to remain, as the sure 
word of, prophecy had declared (Dan. 2 : 
41-43) : " And whereas thou sawest the 
feet and toes, part of potter's clay, and 
part of iron, the kingdom shall be di-
vided ; but there shall be in it of the 
strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou 
sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 
And as the toes of the feet were part of 
iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom 
shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 
And whereas thou sawest iron mixed 
with miry clay, they shall mingle them-
selves with the seed of men : but they 
shall not cleave one to another, even as 
iron is not mixed with clay." 

It is expressly declared in verse 41 
that the fourth kingdom should be di-
vided. The prediction has been clearly 
fulfilled in Rome. That kingdom was 
divided between the years A.D. 356 and 
483. The divisions are enumerated by 
the historian Machiavel, and the dates 
affixed by Bishop Lloyd as follows : The 
Huns, A.D. 356; Ostrogoths, 377; Vis-
igoths, 378 ; Franks, 407 ; Vandals, 407 ; 
Suevi, 407 ; Burgundians, 407 ; Heruli, 
470 ; Anglo-saxons, 476 ; and Lombards, 
483. 

Scott, the learned commentator, com-
menting on the ten kingdoms, says of 
them : " It is certain that the Roman 
Empire was divided into ten kingdoms ; 
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and though they might be sometimes 
more, and sometimes fewer, yet they 
were still known by the name of the ten 
kingdoms of the western empire." 

In the divisions of Rome there have 
existed elements of strength and of weak-
ness, as foretold by the prophet. Inspi-
ration further declares that they shall 
not " cleave one to another." How true ! 

Every effort to unite them has been 
unsuccessful. Ambitious warriors and 
statesmen have tried to unite them and 
form a fifth universal kingdom, but how 
futile has proven every such attempt ! 

As the prophet contemplates the con-
dition of Rome in its divided state, his 
mind is still carried beyond those scenes 
to the glorious reign of God's everlasting  

kingdom, and he speaks of its establish-
ment thus : " And in the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed : 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand forever." Dan. 2 : 44. 

Thus it will be seen that this vision 
traces the history of the world from the 
first kingdom, Babylon, down past the 
last earthly perishable kingdom, Rome, 
and terminates with the establishment 
of God's everlasting kingdom. What a 
grand 'termination,—the establishment 
of that kingdom of which Christ taught 
us to pray, " Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done in earth as it is in heaven " ! 
When that kingdom is established and 
God's will is done on this earth as it is 
done in heaven, what a contrast will be 
seen from the world's present, sad, sin-
cursed state 1 The world will then be 
restored to its original glory, and the 
glory of God shall fill the earth as the 
waters do the sea. The proud and aris-
tocratic will not then rule the world, but 
" the meek shall inherit the earth ; and 
shall delight themselves in the abund-
ance of peace." Ps. 37 : 11. 

Our dear Saviour shall be king, and 
his blood-washed saints shall be his loyal 
subjects and serve him" for evermore. 
Reader, are we prepared to inherit that 
kingdom, and receive its soon-coming 
king ? If so, may our constant prayer 
ever be, " Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

S. H. LANE. 

SEVEN SEALS. 

IN the seven seals we have a line of 
events covering seven periods of time. 
The first six relate to events that occur 
from the first advent of Christ to his 
second appearing, at which time the sev-
enth will be opened. 

The first seal, Rev. 6 : 1, 2, covered a 
period of about seventy-three years, from 
the baptism of Christ, A.D. 27, until the 
close of the first century. During this 
period thegospel was preached in its 
purity by Christ and his apostles. This 
work is symbolized by a white horse. 
White being an emblem of purity and 
faith, would well represent the work in 
that age. The rider on the horse has a 
bow in his hand, indicating warfare be-
tween the gospel and paganism, the lat-
ter being prevalent in that age. The 
crown on the head of the rider indicates 
victory, and represents the triumph of 
the gospel, thousands being converted to 
the religion of Christ during this period. 

The second seal, Rev. 6 : 3, 4, continued 
from the end of the first century to the 
nominal conversion of Constantine, A.D. 
323, covering a period of about two 
hundred and twenty-three years. This 
period is symbolized by a red horse, illus- . 
trating two facts ; first, a departure from 
the purity of the gospel ; secondly, the 
bloody scenes through which the church 
would pass during that period. The 
rider on this horse is represented as hav- 

ing a great sword in his hand, and his 
mission was to take peace from the earth. 
The church during this period passed 
through the ten bloody persecutions 
which were commenced by the tyrant 
Nero and closed by Diocletian. During 
this time millions of the people of God 
sacrificed their lives for the truth's sake. 

The third seal, Rev. 6 : 5, 6, continued 
from the conversion of Constantine to the 
setting up of the papacy, A.D. 538, two 
hundred and fifteen years. The horse 
symbolizing this period was directly op- 
posite in colour from that of the first 
seal ; and if white is an emblem of purity, 
black must represent corruption. It is a 
noted fact that during the period covered 
by this seal many of the pagan errors 
and superstitions were mingled with the 
worship of Christ, until the true worship 
had become almost extinct. The bal-
ances in the hand of the rider represent 
that religious and civil power would be 
united in the person who would adminis-
ter the executive power in the govern-
ment. This was true of the emperors 
from the days of Constantine, to Justin-
ian, who gave the same judicial power to 
the bishop of Rome. 

The expression, " a measure of wheat 
for a penny, and three measures of barley 
for a penny," indicates that instead of 
having the mind all absorbed with their 
spiritual welfare, the members of the 
church were taken up with worldly pur-
suits. The oil and the wine denote the 
graces of the Spirit, faith and love, and 
there was danger of hurting these under 
the influence of the worldly spirit exist-
ing in that age. 

The fourth seal, Rev. 6 : 7, 8, continued 
from the setting up of the papacy, A.D. 
538, to the commencement of the Refor-
mation by Luther and his associates, in 
1517. A pale horse, of an unnatural 
colour, was the representative of this 
period. The colour of this horse repre-
sents death. This can be well understood 
when we consider that this was the age 
of martyrdom, when fifty to one hundred 
millions suffered death from those in 
power. Surely, death and hell (or the 
grave) followed with him. They were 
killed with sword, with hunger, and with 
death. All these methods were resorted 
to in the fulfilment of the prophecy. And 
all this torture and misery was • brought 
upon God's people by those who professed 
to be followers of Christ, but who did not 
possess the qualifications of a Christian. 

The fifth seal, Rev. 6 : 9-11, covered a 
period of about two hundred and forty 
years. It commenced with the Reforma-
tion, A.D. 1517. The time had come for 
God to vindicate the character of those 
who had suffered death for the truth's 
sake. They had been declared heretics, 
and not worthy of life. Their blood cried 
from the ground as did that of righteous 
Abel, " How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, 
dost thou not judge and avenge our blood 
on them that dwell on the earth ? " God 
in his providence raised up faithful men 
who risked their lives in showing up the 
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wickedness of those who had caused the THE LITTLE FLOCK. culties without 	fear. 	Then, they are 
martyrdom of millions of the true wor- ever encouraged by the words, "It is 
shippers of God, and thus, little by little, 
their characters were vindicated. 

" FEAR not, little flock ; for it is your . 
Father's good pleasure to give you the 

your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom." 	They look forward to 

It was on this earth that they had kingdom." 	Luke 12 : 32. that time, and as they get nearer and 
sacrificed their lives ; hence the earth is In the Scriptures 	various emblems nearer, their faith grows stronger and 
the- altar, and they had gone back to represent the followers of Christ. 	To stronger. 	If it is the Father's 	good 
mother earth, represented as being under them various titles and names are given. pleasure to give to them the kingdom, it 
the altar. 	The worli of the Reformation 
showed up these faithful men in their every 

They are called righteous, just, disciples, 
Christians, saints. 	Sometimes..  they. 	are.  

must be his good pleasure to give them 
help in the way to it. 	Therefore 

true light, and now the name of a mar- distinguished by a leading trait in their he says, "Fear not." 	You need not fear 
tyr is held -in reverence. 	Surely white 
robes were given them. 	" And to her 

character• 	By their loving the Lord, 
.  fearing God, remembering God, serving 

your enemies, for though like wolves they 
may y howl around and threaten your soul's 

was granted that she should be arrayed God, trusting God. 	Sometimes they are salvation, yet remember your Father has 
in fine linen, clean and white : for the ' compared to the branches of a vine said, " Fear not." 	He desires to give you 
fine linen is the righteousness of saints." (John 15), the stones of a building (1 the kingdom, and is able to succour you 
Rev. 19 : 8. Pet. 2), the members of a human body in every time of.temptation. 	His Shep- 

The sixth seal, Rev. 6 : 12-17, was (Rom. 12 : 4), guests at a feast (Matt. herd who guards the " little flock " is 
opened by the great earthquake of A.D. 22 : 10, 11), labourers in the vineyard ever near. 	Though the enemy be mighty, 
1755. 	The shock of this earthquake was (Matt. 20 :1, 2 ; 1 Cor. 3 : 9), and not Christ is omnipotent, and can give help 
felt for five thousand miles east and west, 
and ninety thousand persons in the city 
of Lisbon alone lost their lives. 	The next 

unfrequently are they compared to sheep. 
CHRIST'S FLOCK. 

If you examine this metaphor, you will 

at the right time. 	Then trust in him 
and keep close to his side, with the flock, 
and the promise is sure. 	He will surely 

event under this seal was the darkening find in it much beauty and propriety,— fulfil his word and give you the kingdom. 
of the sun, and the moon becoming as 1. A sheep is a weak animal and ex- J. H. DURLAND. 
blood, in fulfilment of the prophecy of posed to many dangers, diseases, and 

A LITTLE 	CONFUSED. 
Joel 2 : 31: 	" The sun shall be turned 
into darkness, and the moon into blood,be- 

enemies. 	So the Christian, in and cf 
himself, is weak, and exposed to many 

fore the great and the terrible day of the enemies and dangers. 	When he is ex- IT is customary in some Sunday-schools 
Lord come," and also fulfilling the words horted to be strong, it is not in his own for all to repeat the ten commandments 
of our Saviour in Matt. 24 : 29 : 	" Im- abilities, but in the Lord. But considered in concert. 	After the close of one of these 
mediately after the tribulation of.  those alone, he is weak, and surrounded by . schools not long ago, it was suggested that 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the violent and numerous opponents. 	Man there is no proof for first-day observance 
moon shall not give her light, and the is weak in his intellect, his understand- in the fourth commandment. 	To this 
stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens shall be shaken." 	These 

ing, his strength. 	The Christian is weak, 
like the ivy, the strength of which con- 

one of the teachers, an intelligent law-
yer, remarked, " I do n't believe in theo- 

events, or signs, occurred May 19, 1780. sirsts in its adherence to the oak. 	Take logical humbuggery ; I do n't believe in 
Still later the stars were to fall from away Christ, and the Christian is shorn any day as being sacred." 
heaven, which was literally fulfilled Nov. of his strength, and becomes like other The superintendent of the school, an- 
13, 1833, the last sign given by our men ; he is exposed to the wrath and other professional gentleman, expressed 
Saviour to mark his near approach. 	The craft of his enemies. an opinion that all days should be kept 
next and last event under this seal, which 2. The sheep is an animal perfectly holy ; while the minister in charge seemed 
is to take place in the near future, will harmless ; it is not a beast of prey, de- inclined to the opinion that first-day- 
be the appearing of Christ from heaven, 
and we have reached the time to learn 

lighting in rapine and blood. 	Christians 
are not wolves, but sheep. 	They have 

keeping does find support in the fourth 
commandment. 	It is not uncommon for 

the parable given by our Saviour : " Now learned to do justly and love mercy. an individual or individuals to take posi- 
learn a parable of the fig tree ; When his They do no evil. 	They injure not them- tions in vindication of Sunday-keeping 
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth selves in their bodies or souls. 	They do as antagonistic and self-destroying as the 
leaves, ye know that summer is nigh : so not destroy themselves by gluttony or above. 	And yet many of them do not 
likewise ye, when ye shall see all these intemperance. 	They do no injury to their seem to see or feel the weakness of their 
things, know that it is near, even at the fellow-creatures. 	They promote no dis- position. 
doors." 	Matt. 24 : 32, 33. sensions or disputes. 	The flock of Christ In judicial proceedings, witnesses upon 

The seventh seal, Rev. 8 :1, will not delight in peace. the stand testifying as diversely as men 
be opened until Christ's return, when 3. The sheep is an animal remarkable do for the first-day Sabbath, would, be- 
there will be silence in heaven, caused for its patience in bearing sufferings and fore any candid court or jury, invalidate 
by the absence of all the angels. 	" And 
he shall send his angels with a great 

injuries. 	Christians, 	like 	the Master, 
have many afflictions to undergo ; and 

their own testimony. 	In courts of jus-
tice, testimony is by no means always 

sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather like him they go through them with received as evidence. . And why, with 
togetherhis elect from the four winds, from patience. 	They drink a drop of Christ's respect to the law of God, should strong 
one end of heaven to the other." 	Matt. cup, and are baptized with his baptism assertions or mere inferences pass for 

But in all they say with their divine 24 : 31. 	In prophetic time a day is reek- proof ? oned for a year. 	See Num. 14 : 34 ; Pattern, "Not my will, but thine be done." The commandment enjoining the ob- 
Ezek. 4 : 6. 	Thus the space of half an But they servance of the Sabbath of the Lord 
hour would be a little over seven days, 
during which time Christ and these holy 
beings will be absent from heaven. 	The 

ARE CALLED A FLOCK. 
The term flock denotes union. 	They 

speaks clearly, defining the day of the 
Creator's rest without ambiguity of terms 

future will reveal the events to transpire 
under this seal. 	Wm. IN Gs. 

_ _ 

are not solitary individuals scattered in 
the world without any connection. 	They 
are a flock ; they are united together by 

or confusion in the obedience required. 
" The seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God." 

THE gem cannot be polished without. 
friction, nor man perfected without ad- 

the strongest ties. 	They have, if possible, 
one with another. 	This corn- .communion 

Christians unanimously concede that 
this precept was binding upon the people 

versity. mumori encourages, strengthens, and lifts of God under the former dispensation. 
them up. 	With their Shepherd to lead Now if the law so enjoining its observ- 

IF you would be nothing, just wait to them, and union and love binding them ante has been abolished, or so modified 
be something. together, they are able to meet all diffi- as to make it obligatory upon us to hal- 
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low every day in the week, or to sabba-
tize upon the first day of the week in 
place of the seventh, when, where, and by 
whom was this change made in the law 
of God ? Who lived when the change 
was made ? Who made the record of the 
fact, and who has assigned the reason for 
the change ? If the first day of the week 
is now the Sabbath, owned and blessed of 
God, when did the seventh day cease to 
be binding, and the first day press itself 
up in its stead ? Or when, clothed with 
authority from heaven, did it supersede 
God's rest day ? When was the time that 
Christians laboured seven days and then 
rested upon the first day ? Or when did 
two Sabbaths come in conjunction, the 
seventh day closing out the Sabbath of 
the former dispensation, and the first 
day introducing the glorious Christian 
Sabbath, removing the galling yoke of 
the fourth commandment to labour six 
days and rest upon the seventh, hence-
forth giving to Christians the day of rest 
prior to the labour of six days ? 

For the candid consideration of those 
holding to the change or abolition of the 
decalogue, we commend the following 
from " Tappan's Logic," pp. 482, 487 : 
" When a law is once enacted by the 
proper authority, it must remain in force 
until the same authority repeals it ; and 
the repeal must be as plainly stated as 
the original enactment." 

Who will undertake the task of lifting 
up the first-day Sabbath, of placing it 
upon a scriptural basis, and honouring 
and crowning it with one " thus saith the 
Lord," as a day of sacred rest ? 

A. S. HUTCHINS. 

 	- . • • .  

THE PURE IN HEART SHALL SEE GOD. 

THE pure in heart hate sin because the 
law of God is engraven upon their hearts. 
They dread sin, because it brings sorrow. 
The pure in heart will seek to have good 
surroundings. They will be as a city set 
upon a hill, and will let their light shine, 
that their friends, and the honest-hearted 
in the society by which they are sur-
rounded, may be led to come up and re-
ceive light, and cease their transgressions 
by keeping the commandments of God. 

Purity of heart is attainable. Let us 
seek it by ceasing to harbour impure 
thoughts and desires. Let us seek God 
in earnest, living prayer for strength to 
do his will. When the heart is separated 
from the body it becomes a dead body ; 
and the heart separated from the prayer, 
makes it a dead prayer. Before we enter 
upon prayer, we should endeavour to pre-
pare our hearts by thorough examination. 
Sift ourselves by examining, as Satan 
does by tempting, Let us cease to con-
spire against our King ; at least, let us 
not present petitions for mercy and 
weapons of rebellion at the same time, 
for no prayers can find an answer from 
Heaven but such as first come from 
thence. 

Every sincere prayer is a beam of light 
from the Sun of Righteousness, shining 

forth from the heavenly sanctuary and 
darting in upon our hearts, and from 
thence reflected back again. How im-
portant to those who " delight in the law 
of the Lord " that they keep it untar-
nished upon pure hearts, that the work 
of God may shine and glisten there, and 
reflect the sunbeams from the sanctuary 
back in gentle rays to the source of all 
light. Yes, let us keep our hearts pure, 
for the promise is that we shall see God. 
The sense of seeing, of all our senses the 
most difficult to satiate, will then be fully 
gratified. Our joy will be full "when we 
see the glory of the Lord." The bright-
ness of his glory will fill our vision, which 
will be as the open vessel which is cast 
into the sea ; the waters first fill it and 
then swallow it. Soon Jesus is coming. 
Let us be pure in heart to meet our 
Saviour, that we may stand upon the sea 
of glass, and be filled with the glory of 
the Lord.—G. W. Parker. 

SOMETIME. 

SOMETIME, when all life's lessons have been 
learned, 

And sun and stars for evermore have set, 
The things which our weak judgments here have 

spurned, 
The things o'er which we grieved with lashes 

wet, 
Will flash before us out of life's dark night, 

As stars shine most in deepest tints of blue, 
And we shall see how all God's plans were right, 

And how what seemed reproof was love most 
true. 

And wa shall see how while we frown and sigh, 
God's plans go on as best for you and me ; 

How, when we called, he heeded not our cry, 
Because his wisdom to the end could see, 

And e'en as prudent parents disallow 
Too much of sweet to craving babyhood, 

So God, perhaps, is keeping from us now 
Life's sweete.t things, because it seemeth good. 

And if sometimes commingled with life's wine, 
We find the wormwood, and rebel and shrink, 

Be sure a wiser hand than yours or mine 
Pours out this potion for our lips to drink ; 

And if some friend we love is lying low 
Where human kisses cannot reach his face, 

Oh, do not blame the loving Father so, 
But wear your sorrows with obedient grace. 

And you shall shortly know that lengthened 
breath 

Is not the sweetest gift God sends his friends, 
And that sometimes the sable pall of death 

Conceals the fairest boon his love can send. 
If we could push ajar the gates of life, 

And stand within and all God's workings see, 
We could interpret all this doubt and strife, 

And for his mystery could find a key. 

But not to-day. Then be content, poor heart ; 
God's plans, like lilies, pure and white unfold; 

We must not tear the close shut leaves apart—
Time will reveal the calyxes of gold ; 

And if through patient toil we reach the land 
Where tired feet, with sandals loosed, may rest, 

When we shall clearly know and understand, 
I think that we will say, " God knew the best." 

—Mary Riley Smith. 

UNBELIEF. 

" SAID I not unto thee, if thou wouldest 
believe, thou shouldest see the glory of 
God ? " John 11 : 40. It would be well 
for you to hear this gentle chiding of 
Christ, too, in the moment of your 
spiritual depression ;—when complain-
ing of your corruptions, the weakness of 
your graces, your low attainments in 
holiness, the strength of your temptations, 

and your inability to resist sin. "Saidl 
not unto thee," interposes this voice of 
mingled reproof and love, " my grace is 
sufficient for thee ? " "The bruised reed I 
will not break, the smoking flax I will 
not quench." " Look unto me, and be ye 
saved, all - the ends of the earth." We 
are too apt to look to ourselves, to turn 
our contemplation inwards, instead of 
keeping the eye of faith centered undevi-
atingly on a faithful, covenant-keeping 
God, laying our finger on every promise 
of his Word, and making the challenge 
regarding each, " Hath he said, and shall 
he not do it ? or bath he spoken, and 
shall he not bring it to pass ? " 

Yes ; there may be much to try and 
perplex. Sense and sight may stagger, 
and stumble, and fall ; we may be able to 
see no break in the clouds; "deep may be 
calling to deep " and wave responding to 
wave, "yet the Lord will command his 
loving-kindness in the daytime, and in 
the night his song shall be with me." 
If we only "believe" in spite of unbelief ; 
hoping on, praying on, and trusting on ; 
like the great father of the faithful, in 
the midst of adverse providences, " strong 
in faith giving glory to God," he will yet 
cause the day-spring from on high to 
visit us. Even in this world perplexing 
paths may be made plain, and slippery 
places smooth, and judgments "bright as 
the noonday ; " but if not here, there is 
at least a glorious day of disclosures at 
hand, when the reign of unbelieving 
doubt shall terminate forever, when the 
archives of a chequered past will be ran-
sacked of their every mystery;—all events 
mirrored and made plain in the light of 
eternity; and this saying of the weeping. 
Saviour of Bethany obtain its true and 
everlasting fulfilment, "SAID I NOT UNTO 
THEE, IF THOU WOULDEST BELIEVE, THOU 
SHOULDEST SEE THE GLORY OF GOD ? " 
—From "Memories of Bethany." 

THE FOURTH AND THE EIGHTH COM-
MANDMENT. 

THE late worthy Dr. Lockhart, of the 
College Church, Glasgow, when travelling 
in England, was sojourning in an inn 
when the Sabbath came round. On en-
tering the public room, when about to 
set out to church, he found two gentle-
men preparing for a game at chess. He 
addressed them in words to this effect : 
" Gentlemen, have you locked up your 
portmanteaus carefully ?" " No. What! 
are there thieves in the house ? " " I do 
not say that; only I was thinking that 
if the waiter comes in and finds you 
making free with the fourth command-
ment, he may think of making free with 
the eighth commandment." 

Uponwhich the gentlemen said, "There 
is something in that," and so laid aside 
their game.—Selected. 

GOD is pleased with no music from 
below, so much as with the thanksgiving 
songs of relieved widows, of supported 
orphans, of rejoicing and comforted and 
thankful. persons.—Jeremy Taylor. 
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" Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 

'ever Omega are just, whatsoever thiniga are pure, what-
soever things are lovoly, whatsoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things."—Phil. 4:4. 

BETTER MIMIC 

BETTER to smell the violet cool than sip the 
glowing wine, 

Better to hark a hidden brook than watch a 
diamond chino. 

Better the love of a gentle heart than beauty's 
favour proud; 

Better the rose's living seed than roses in a 
crowd. 

Better to love in loneliness than to bask in love 
all day ; 

Better the fountain in the heart than the fount-
ain by the way. 

Better be fed by a mother's hand than eat alone 
at will; 

Better to trust in God than say, " My goods my 
store-house fill." 

Better to be a little wise than in knowledge to 
abound ; 

Better to teach a child than toil to fill perfection's 
round. 

Better to sit at a master's feet than thrill a 
listening state ; 

Better suspect that thou art proud than be sure 
that thou art great. 

Better to walk the real unseen than watch the 
hour's event ; 

Better the " Well done 1" at the last than the 
air with shouting rent. 

Better to have a quiet grief than a hurrying 
delight. 

Better the twilight of the dawn than the noon-
day burning bright. 

Better a death when work is done than earth's 
most favoured birth ; 

Better a child in God's great house than the king 
of all the earth. 	 —Selected. 

THERE'S ROCK AT THE BOTTOM. 

WHEN my Willie was sixteen, he acci-
dentally dropped a valuable watch into 
the well. His father was absent from 
home, and, without consulting me, he re-
solved to recover the treasure. Providing 
himself with a long-handled rake, he 
gave it in charge of his sister Jennie, 
two years younger, and bidding her 
lower it to him when he called, he 
stepped into the bucket, and holding 
fast by the rope, commenced his descent. 
The bucket descended more rapidly than.  
Willie expected, and struck heavily 
against the side of the well ; the rope 
broke, and he was thrown into the water. 

" Mother, I shall be drowned ! " was 
his despairing cry, which Jennie re-
echoed with a wail of anguish. But I 
knew the depth of the water and shouted 
to him as calmly as I could, " Stand upon 
your feet, Willie ; the water is n't over 
four feet deep." 

" But I shall sink in the mud," said' 
the poor boy, still striving to keep him-
self afloat by clinging desperately to the 
slippery stones. 

" No, Willie, there's rock at the bottom. 
Let go the stones, and stand up." 

The assurance of hard foundation and 

the impossibility of holding much longer 
to the slimy surface of the stone-wall 
gave him confidence. He felt for the 
bottom, placed his feet firmly upon it, 
and to his great joy found that the water 
scarcely reached his shoulders. I sent 
Jennie into the house for a new, strong 
rope, and fastening one end securely, I 
lowered the other to be tied into the 
bucket, and we drew him up. 

" Oh mother ! " said the dear boy, when 
he was rescued, " those were precious 
words to me,'There's rock at the bottom,' 
I shall never forget them." 

Two years after, in a commercial panic, 
my husband's property was swept away, 
and we were reduced to poverty. At 
first I bore bravely up. I did not prize 
wealth and luxury for my children. I 
chiefly mourned for my husband's disap-
pointment and his crushed hopes, and 
strove by unflagging cheerfulness to 
chase away the gloom which settled so 
heavily upon him. I endeavoured to as-
sist him, not only by the utmost economy 
in household expenses, but by devising 
plans for the future. Willie and Jennie 
were old enough to earn their support, 
and even to assist in the education of the 
younger children. I succeeded in put-
ting them in the way to do this. I felt 
strong and brave, and wondered at my 
husband's despondency. 

But new reverses came. The bank in 
which Jennie had deposited her quarter's 
salary, which might possibly meet our 
necessities, suddenly failed, and her money 
was lost. I could bear this too ; she 
would soon be able to replace it. Next, 
the school in which she taught was dis-
banded, and Jennie had to take much 
lower wages ; but she still earned a little, 
and I said cheerfully, " We will not mur-
mur ; half a loaf is better than no bread." 

Next Willie's hand was disabled by an 
accident, and he lost his situation. My 
courage began to give way, but rallying 
myself for one effort, I resolved to brave 
the reproach of friends and the world's 
dread laugh, and seek remunerative em-
ployment for myself. It sorely tried my 
womanly delicacy,yet it brought the need-
ful aid, and I battled with my wounded 
sensitiveness and again screwed up my 
failing courage. 

But the last blow came. Sickness 
suddenly laid me prostrate. " I shall 
give up now ; we must sink together," 
was the language of my despairing soul. 

" Dear mother," said Willie, when he 
heard my lamentation, "do you remember 
what you said to me when I was at the 
bottom of the well ? I have often 
thought of it of late. I know we are in 
deep waters, but God has promised that 
they shall not overflow us. And is his 
word without foundation ? Let us plant 
our feet on his promises, and stand firmly. 
We cannot sink, for there's rock at the 
bottom." 

I heard and took the lesson to my 
heart. I saw that I had been clinging 
to the slippery stones of human strength 
and self-dependence, and so when the 

providence of God bade me let go my hold, 
I was in despair. But the bank of Heaven 
had not failed ; and though I stood in 
deep water, it would not overwhelm me, 
neither would I sink, for " there's rock 
at the bottom." 

So, from the chamber where pain and 
illness still hold me a prisoner, I send to 
each burdened and weary child of God, 
who is tempted to feel that all is lost, 
the key-note of my new and grateful 
psalm. Whatever your sorrow or strait 
may be, plant your feet on the Rock of 
Ages, and with me, " thank God and take 
courage."—SeUcted. 

TOBACCO AND ALCOHOL. 

WHERE one person dies of hydrophobia, 
a hundred or more die by tobacco poison 
—in the use of cigars, cigarettes, or the 
pipe. In smoking, death does not occur 
as speedily as in the case of hydrophobia. 
The bite of a mad dog does not always 
result in death ; neither does indulgence 
in smoking or chewing. But in both 
cases there is danger to health and danger 
of life. Tobacco smoking is undoubtedly 
poisonous, and therefore a dangerous 
practice, and like, in its results, to the 
use of intoxicating drinks, which are also 
poisonous. Some constitutions can bear 
more tobacco poison or alcoholic poison 
than others. We admit that, in some 
cases, poisonous liquids, drugs, and min-
erals, may be properly used as a med-
icine ; but in ninety-nine cases out of a 
hundred no one can safely indulge in the 
use of cigars or of intoxicating drinks. 
All are more or less harmful, and if im-
moderately used will result in an early 
death. If moderately used the damage 
will be sure but less apparent. The bite 
of a mad dog is a frightful matter any-
where, and there are probably a hundred 
deaths caused thereby yearly in this coun-
try. If one man dies of hydrophobia a 
whole community is excited and scared. 
" Run for your life !" " Load your gun !" 
" Kill the dogs !" is then the loud and 
immediate cry in all directions. But not a 
ripple is made, nor hardly a word uttered, 
if ten thousand men and women die in a 
year of delirium tremens, or a thousand 
die of tobacco poison, It is fashionable 
to drink and to smoke ; and hence thou-
sands of young men begin very early to 
indulge in these practices, with scarcely 
a thought of the risks and dangers of 
such indulgence. Palefaces, yellow skins, 
bloated bodies, restless nights, loss of 
appetite, heart diseaSe, and poor health 
generally, do not seem to frighten them 
in the least. They will send for medicine 
and the doctor, but will not stop tamper-. 
ing with poison. They will drink and 
smoke, smoke and drink, day and night, 
year in and year out. That is the fashion, 
and that is the law, no matter what the 
consequences are. " I'll take the risks," 
is the answer to all entreaties of friends 
to stop. 

If you should see a mad dog in the 
streets, you would run for your life to get 
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out of his way. If you see a man drunk 
in the gutter you simply say, "Poor fellow!  
I pity him. His friends ought to take 
care of him," etc. If you hear of the 
death of a man by cancer, which was 
caused by smoking, you are at first 
startled, but never stop a day yourself 
the beastly practice of smoking. A hun-
dred thousand deaths, at least, are caused 
every year by indulgences in drinking 
and smoking ; and those who are trying 
to stay its dreadful results are called 
bigots and other worse names. While 
we flee from mad dog, malaria, small-pox, 
and typhoid fever, let us wake up and 
banish forever such senseless and danger-
ous indulgences as liquor drinking and 
smoking. 

People are beginning to wake up on 
this subject. Congress is talking about 
temperance, and physicians are speaking 
plainly about smoking. Tobacco is more 
dangerous in its direct and indirect effects 
on human life than would be the letting 
loose of all the mad dogs in the nation. 
Alcoholic drinks destroy more lives yearly 
among us than do hydrophobia, small-
pox, and all sorts of fever combined. 
These dangerous and deathly practices 
should be stopped everywhere if possible. 
Life-saving on the ocean is now regarded 
as a proper theme for discussion in Con-
gress and elsewhere. Why should not 
life-saving on land be also considered ? 
While we do well to attend to mad dogs, 
and prevent infectious diseases, let us not 
forget or fail to check the immense, the 
untold loss of life caused by a worse mad-
ness in the shameful indulgences we have 
named.—Independent. 

THE LUCKIEST FELLOW IN TOWN. 

" FRED DIXON is the luckiest fellow 
in town ; every thing he wants he gets.; 
every thing he undertakes prospers. Did 
you hear he has the place at Kelly's, that 
so many have been trying to get ? " 

" You don't • say so Why, he is a 
very young man to fill so responsible a 
position." 

" Yes," added the first speaker, " he 
always would stand on the top of the 
ladder in school. Though not the bright-
est scholar he managed to carry off the 
honours upon quitting school, which he 
did at an earlier age than most of his 
class-mates, because he had to help sup-
port a widowed mother and younger 
brothers and sisters. He only had to ask 
for a situation, and lo ! all other appli-
cants were ruled out, and Fred had the 
preference." 

Boys, " Our Boys," do you know any 
Fred Dixon ? If you do, do n't think it 
is luck that helps him along, gives him 
the laurels at school, aids him to obtain 
first-class situations, puts him in places 
of trust and honour, where a good name 
or untarnished character is required. 
Look back in the pages of his life. See 
if he was not studious at school, fair and 
square in all boyish games, gentlemanly 
and obliging, honest in all his dealings. 
Ask his friends if truthfulness, faithful- 

ness to his duty, steadfastness of purpose, 
are not his characteristics. Find out 
whether he has ever been known to fre-
quent tippling shops, gambling dens, and 
kindred places of vice ; whether he spends 
his spare time in filling his mind with 
trashy literature, such as is thrown 
broadcast over our land, in the shape of 
dime novels. Depend upon it, boys, you 
will never be " the luckiest fellow in 
town," unless you earn it by honesty, and 
integrity of character, and fidelity to all 
your undertakings.—Set 

A HINT TO HUSBANDS. 

Is N'T it strange that some men, who 
will be kind and obliging to their neigh-
bours, gentlemanly and polite to other 
ladies, will be so rude, and cold, and harsh 
at home, and perfect bears to their wives 
—crabbed, snappish, ungenerous, and 
altogether unsocial and hateful ? Does 
anybody know of any such men ? Not 
that I wish to lay all the wrong doing 
and blame on man kind, or condemn 
them en masse—not at all. There are 
plenty of good, noble men, but not quite 
enough. When they are so strong, and 
have so much power to do good, and win 
love, and bless their homes, why won't 
they all do it ? 

" Circumstances alter cases." Some 
men's wives are trying enough ; but then, 
in the perversity of things, you will gener-
ally find a real bear of a man united to 
a frail, patient, forbearing wife. She is 
your wife, Mr. Bear, and the mother of 
your children, and probably dependent 
on you for a home and means, and can't 
get away from you ; so, of course, she is 
in your power, and you can treat her just 
as you choose. But if you expect her 
heart to bound with pleasure when she 
hears your footsteps, or to proffer you 
caresses, or to rejoice in your presence, 
you are much mistaken. She is human 
—neither more nor less. Please reverse 
your situations and conditions. How 
much and how long, would you bear such 
treatment as you give her ? You will 
inevitably be measured and weighed for 
just what you are, and there is no help 
for it. Rural New Yorker. 

AN APT ILLUSTRATION. 

" BUT, doctor, I must have some kind 
of stimulant," cried the invalid, earnestly ; 
" I am cold, and it warms me." 

" Precisely," came the doctor's crusty 
answer. ." See here ; this stick is cold " 
—taking up a stick of wood from a box 
beside the hearth, and tossing it into the 
fire, " now it is warm ; but is the stick 
benefited ? " 

The sick man watched the wood first 
send out little puffs of smoke, and then 
burst into flame, and replied : " Of course 
not, it is burning itself I" 

" And so are you when you warm 
yourself with alcohol ; you are literally 
burning up the delicate tissues of your 
stomach and brain."—Sel. 

PUT THE BUTTON ON THE BOY. 

A FRIEND of ours tells the following 
story. It was Sunday ; all day long fa-
ther, mother, and auntie had been kept 
busy caring for Jimmie. He had been 
forbidden again and again to go outside 
the gate, but the moment their backs 
were turned, out he would go to join the 
boys in the street. 

A button had been put on the gate, to 
keep him in, but he had grown, and now 
was tall enough to reach up and turn it. 
" Ah, I see," said the indulgent father, " I 
must put another button on that gate." 

" Hadn't you better put the button on 
the boy instead of the gate ? " suggested 
his sister. " The time will come when' 
you can't keep him in by buttons on the 
gate ; a little wholesome restraint now, 
may keep the feet from straying when 
they get too big to be held back by a 
button on the gate."—Selected. 

WORK. 

You are all workers, either for Christ 
or against him. Your duties may be 
low and mean, as the world reckons work ; 
but if you put into them a patient, con-
secrated spirit ; if you do with a will, and 
because it is right, whatever your hands 
find to do ; if you stand up for Jesus 
whenever you have an opportunity, you 
are as truly helping the cause of Christ 
as the editor in his office or the minister 
in his pulpit. 

Your daily employment may be such 
homely tasks as washing dishes, making 
beds, dusting the office, sweeping the 
stairs, or running errands. It does not 
matter. Every thing—study, play, work, 
conversation,—may be carried on to the 
glory of God.—Selected. 

GOING TO A "BETTER COUNTRY." 

A CHRISTIAN does not turn his back 
upon the fine things of this world because 
he has no natural capacity to enjoy them, 
no taste for them ; but because the Holy 
Spirit has shown him greater and better 
things. He wants flowers thaf will never 
fade ; he wants something that a man 
can take with him to another world. He 
is like a man who has had notice to quit 
his house, and having secured a new one, 
he is no more anxious to repair, much 
less to embellish and beautify, the Ohl 
one ; his thoughts are upon the removal, 
If you hear him converse, it is upon the 

.house to which he is going. Thither he 
sends his goods ; and thus he declares 
plainly what he is seeking.—Cecil. 

THE moral force of the masses lies in 
the temperance movement, and I confess 
I have no faith in anything apart from 
that movement for the elevation of the 
working class. We do not sufficiently 
estimate the amount of crime, vice, pov-
erty, ignorance, and destitution which 
springs from the drinking habits of the 
people.—Richard Cobden. 
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THE PRESENT TRUTH. 
" And be Estab i 	In the Present Truth."—Bible. 
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IS THE PAPACY A FULFILMENT OF 
PROPHECY? 

No SYSTEM of good or evil, civil or re-
ligious has caused more wonder, exerted 
more power, given evidence of more cun-
ning, wisdom, and foresight, than has the 
Papacy. It has existed for centuries, seen 
the rise and fall of kingdoms and dynas-
ties, ay, has crushed some of these very 
kingdoms and dynasties under its iron 
heel of power and ambition. Claiming 
divine power, it has enlisted and held the 
attention and adherence of the supersti-
tious. Its laxity of morals and willingness 
to excuse sin have invited the immoral 
and dissolute who could not deny God and 
who wished an easy religion. Its fasts, 
its penances, its strictness, have won the 
devotion of the zealous and devout. And 
the power over the masses, the wisdom 
and cunning duplicity, the diplomacy and 
state-craft, have compelled the admiration, 
and ofttimes fear, of the worldly statesman, 
and deceived those who once despised its 
character. 

There have been several times in its 
history when the Papacy seemed all but 
destroyed ; but, as the fabled phcenix 
rose from its own ashes, it has risen again 
by its own inherent powers and its adapta-
bility to the wants and wishes and condi-
tions of men. And although stripped of 
all temporal power it still lives, not an ef-
fete, dead system, but full of life, activity, 
and more than pristine wisdom and vigour. 
Its missionaries have gone out into all the 
world, beyond the limits of Protestant 
work, and have laboured with a courage 
and zeal worthy of imitation. Whether 
in the islands of the sea, among the sav-
age aborigines, labouring among the mas-
ses, gaining possession of public schools, 
or plotting and planning in the courts of 
kings, the agents of the Papacy are every-
where the same,—shrewd, zealous, active, 
and aggressive. Protestantism compro-
mises what was once considered precious 
truth, in order to bring her nearer the 
Papacy, but the Papacy compromises 
nothing. What she held as orthodox in 
the sixteenth century, when Luther re-
vealed by the torch of truth the falseness 
of her claims, she holds to-day ; and she 
caps her mighty pyramid of erroneous as-
sumptions and presumptions by the arro-
gant nineteenth-century dogmas of the 
immaculate conception and papal infal-
libility. 

The Reformers believed the Papacy to. 
be delineated in the Word of God as a 
system of iniquity, an opposer to the truth 

of God, " the mystery of iniquity," " the 
man of sin," the persecutor of the people 
of God, the great harlot Babylon. But 
by some wonderful feat of legerdemain the 
whole thing is changed ! The antichris-
tian power has become " Christian ; " the 
opposer has become an " ally," the once 
harlot is now a virgin, which perhaps has 
been too indiscreet in the past, the " man 
of sin," has become an enemy to unright-
eousness, and the " mystery of iniquity," 
a part of the great church of God 1 ! So 
declares modern so-called Protestantism. 
The Reformers based their claim on the 
twofold proof of the prophecies of Inspira-
tion and the fulfilment of those prophecies 
in the Papacy. Liberal Christianity of 
the present day bases its claim on—we 
know not what. Certainly the Papacy 
has not changed. So all the papal author-
ity declares. An emasculated Protestant-
ism evidently desires allies to help her to 
meet the forces of evil with which she has 
to cope,—wickedness and infidelity with-
out, sin and unbelief within ; so she 
stretches her hand in one direction im-
ploring the aid of science, and in the 
other, ignoring the Reformers as ignorant 
but well-meaning fossils, she asks the 
co-operation of the Papacy. 

And yet not all Protestants have thus 
turned from the teachings of the Reform-
ers. Faithful men like Dr. Wylie of 
Scotland and Dr. Dowling of America 
have lifted faithful voices against this sys-
tem of evil, now once more rapidly rising 
to power. The Scottish Protestant Alli-
ance has felt that more aggressive steps 
were necessary, in order to check the grow-
ing and arrogant power of the Papacy, 
and held last December a convention to 
consider the aspects of Roman Cathol-
icism. Considering the attitude of the ma-
jority of Protestants, considering the grow-
ing influence of the Papacy, surely the 
subject is one well worthy of reconsider-
ation in the light of the Word of God and 
fulfilled and fulfilling prophecy. What 
say the Scriptures ? Were the Reformers 
right in taking the positions they did re-
garding the Papacy ? What are the pros-
pects of the future of this power ? 

PREDICTIONS. 

In the seventh chapter of Daniel we 
have a line of prophecy covering the his-
tory of mighty empires and dynasties from 
Daniel's time to the second coming of 
Christ. These powers brought to view in 
prophecy are those which have had more 
or less connection with the people of God. 
It is for this reason that they are deline-
ated in the prophetic word. They reveal 
to the people of God the foes they have to 
meet, and encourage their faith by assur-
ing them that their tribulations were be-
fore known of God, and that he who could 
foretell could also give grace to bear. We 
have the four great empires of the earth 
represented by four beasts—the lion, the 

bear, the leopard, and the great and 
terrible nondescript beast. " These great 
beasts, which are four, are four kings [or 
kingdoms] , which shall arise out of the 
earth. But the saints of the Most High 
shall take the kingdom, and possess the 
kingdom forever, even forever and ever." 
Verses 17, 18. The symbols used are 
very applicable to that which they are 
designed to represent. Let us consider 
them briefly. 

" Daniel spake and said, I saw in my 
vision by night, and, behold, the four 
winds of the heaven strove upon the great 
sea. And four great beasts came up 
from the sea, diverse one from another." 
Verses 2, 3. " Winds " in prophetic lan-
guage signify strife or war. See Jer. 4 : 
12 ; and 25 : 32, 33. " Sea," or waters, 
denote people or nations. Rev. 17 : 15. 
" Beasts," as before shown, denote king-
doms. " The fourth beast shall be the 
fourth kingdom." Verse 23. Then, in 
other words, Daniel saw great strife 
among the people of the world, and, as 
a result of this strife, one mighty nation 
gave way to another until four great suc-
cessive empires had risen. 

The first beast,—the lion,—as held by 
Protestant commentators, is a symbol of 
Babylon, a kingdom founded on the ruins 
of the old Assyrian Empire, about 747 B.C. 

It reached the height of its power and 
glory under Nebuchadnezzar, to whom 
Daniel was prime minister. To the lion 
—Babylon—succeeded the bear,—Medo-
Persia-538 B.C. At that time Babylon 
was taken by Cyrus the Great, then com-
mander in chief of the Persian forces 
under Darius the Mede, or Cyaxeres. 
See Dan. 5 : 25-31. The three ribs in the 
mouth of the bear symbolize doubtless the 
provinces of Lydia, Babylon, and Egypt, 
which were greatly oppressed by the 
Medo-Persian government. The Medo-
Persian Empire existed for nearly two 
hundred years, when it was completely 
overthrown by Alexander the Great at 
the battle of Arbela, 331 B.c. The Gre-
cian Empire under Alexander succeeded, 
and continued a united government while 
that ruler lived. But in the short space 
of fifteen years after his death the Gre-
cian dominions were divided into four 
parts, symbolized by the four heads of 
the leopard, among Alexander's four chief 
generals, Seleucus, who had Syria, Lysim-
achus, Asia-Minor and Thrace, Cassan-
der, Macedon, and Ptolemy, Egypt. The 
wings on the back of the lion and leop-
ard denote soaring pride and rapidity of 
conquest. 

Thus far the application fits the symbols. 
The next power could not be symbolized 
by any beast in nature, even with un-
natural additions. It was " dreadful and 
terrible, and strong exceedingly," etc. 
Verses 7, 8. " And it had ten horns." 
This is a symbol of Rome, that seemingly 



THE LITTLE HORN OF 
DAN. 7. 

The great and terrible 
beast on which was the 
little horn came from 
" the sea." Verses 2, 3. 

Was to " speak great 
words against the Most 
High." Verse 25. 

Was to " wear out the 
saints of the Most 
High." Verse 25. 

Was " to think to 
change the times and 
the law." Verse 25. 

Was to continue in 
power for " a time and 
times and half a time." 
Verse 25. Rev. Ver. 

THE LEOPARD BEAST OF 
REV. 13. 

The beast came from 
" the sea." Verse 1. 

Was to speak " great 
things and blasphe-
mies," and " blasphemy 
against God." Verses 
5, 6. 

Was " to make war 
with the saints, and to 
overcome them." Ver. 7. 

Would cause men to 
" worship him." Verses 
4, 8. 

Was " to continue 
forty and two months." 
Rev. 13 : 5. 
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inconsequential, little power, which had 
been training on the banks of the Tiber 
for five hundred years, but was so soon 
to overleap its narrow bounds and conquer 
the world. This power conquered the Mac-
edonian head of the leopard in 168 B.C., 
and came in connection with the people 
of God 161 B.c., by a league with the Jews. 
In a short time after this all the then 
known world had fallen a prey to Rome. 

Rome remained a united kingdom till 
about the middle of the fourth century, 
when the kingdom was broken by the in-
cursion of the barbarians of the North, so 
that in the beginning of the sixth century 
the empire of Rome was broken up into 
just ten kingdoms (verse 24) as follows : 
Ostrogoths, Visigoths, Franks, Vandals, 
Suevi, Burgundians, Heruli, Anglo-Sax-
ons, Lombards, Huns, or as given by 
others, and which we are inclined to be-
lieve correct, Allemani. Thus we have 
the specification of the ten horns fulfilled 
in Rome and not in any other empire 
on earth. 

But the prophet proceeds further : " I 
considered the horns, and, behold, there 
came up among them another little horn, 
before whom there were three of the first 
horns plucked up by the roots; and, 
behold, in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great 
things." Verse 8. 

Daniel requests an explanation of this 
little horn in the following words: "I 
would know the truth . . . of the ten horns 
that were in his head, and of the other 
which came up, and before whom three 
fell ; even of that horn that had eyes, and a 
mouth that spake very great things, whose 
look was more stout than his fellows." 
Verses 19, 20. The explanation is thus 
given : " And the ten horns out of this 
kingdom are ten kings that shall arise : 
and another shall arise after them; and 
he shall be diverse from the first, and he 
shall subdue three kings. And he shall 
speak great words against the Most High, 
and shall wear out the saints of the Most 
High, and think to change times and laws : 
and they shall be given into his hand until 
a time and times and the dividing of time. 
But the judgment shall sit, and they shall 
take away his dominion, to consume and 
to destroy it unto the end." Verses 24-26. 

These are the predictions which are 
given of this little horn. 

1. It was to subdue three kings, in order 
to establish itself. 

2. It was to speak great words against 
the Most High. 

3. It was to wear out the saints of the 
Most High. 

4. It was to change times and laws, or 
the time and the law (Rev. Ver.), pre-
sumably, of the Most High. 

5. The saints and the times and the 
law were to be given into the hand of this 
power for a certain period of time. 

The same power is presented under the 
symbol of a leopard beast in Rev. 13. In 
Daniel 7 it is shown as distinguished from 
the divided Roman power ; in Rev. 13 it 
is brought to view as controlling to a cer-
tain extent the whole. But the symbols 
are presented as doing the same work on 
the same territory, and continuing the 
same time, therefore must symbolize the 
same power. The following parallels will 
help the reader to see this more clearly :- 

These are remarkable and specific dec-
larations. The chances that they would 
all be fulfilled in more than one power 
are so small as to make the supposition 
unreasonable. Nothing but divine inspi-
ration could predict so certainly so many 
particulars ; for they are not general 
statements approximating the truth, but 
positive, specific declarations, which must 
be specifically fulfilled or vitiate the 
prophecy. Have they been thus fulfilled 
in Rome ? They certainly have not been 
in any other power. As no other empire 
has met in its history the particulars 
enumerated above, we turn to Rome to 
see if they have been fulfilled in her. 
This we will consider in our next. 

But in our consideration of this question, 
we desire to say at the outset that we have 
naught against a single adherent of that 
system of religion, or against the adherent 
of any system of religion. " We war with 
principles, not with men." Our standard 
of authority is the Word of God. The 
traditions of the church, the authority of 
great names are nothing only as they are 
in harmony with that Word. All systems, 
all individuals, must sometime be judged 
by the Word of God. We have no doubt 
but that -there are honest and sincere 
Roman Catholics who are truly worship-
ping God according to the best light they 
have. They are Christians, not because 
of Roman Catholicism, but in spite of it. 
It is not the error which they hold, and 
in which they are sincere, which makes 
them thus ; but the little truth which 
they follow with hungering and thirsting 
souls. Such, and all others of every 
belief, we entreat to examine these 
thoughts in the light of the Bible. As  

individuals we will be held responsible by 
God, as individuals we must seek and 
know for ourselves. 

JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT DAY. NO. 15. 

THE saints having passed the final sep-
aration, and having been received to the 
right hand of honour in the presence of 
Christ, it remains for us to trace a little 
further the happy experience upon which 
they now enter. Their next destination 
is the Paradise above, the " Father's 
house," and the presence of God. 

When our Lord was about to leave his 
disciples to go to his Father, he told them 
that he was going to prepare a place for 
them, and that, having prepared it, he 
would return and receive them unto him-
self, that where he was they might be 
also ; that is, that they might be with 
him in the place which he should prepare. 
John 14 : 2, 3. This is proved by what 
he told Peter on this very occasion. He 
said to him that he could not then follow 
him to the place to which he was going, 
but that he should follow him afterward. 
John 13: 36. Did not Christ in this 
language tell Peter as plainly as words 
could express it, that when he should have 
completed the preparation of the place, he 
would return for him and all the saints, 
and that then they should have the 
privilege of following him thither? Our 
Lord thus becomes the forerunner of his 
people in all things. When he rose from 
the dead, it was a sure pledge that all his 
people would be brought from the dead 
also ; and when he entered into the pres-
ence of his Father, it was equally a pledge 
that his people should likewise enter 
therein. Heb. 6 : 20. 

Of the first part of this proposition 
1 Thess. 4 : 14 is proof, as follows:- 

" For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with him." 

Many understand this text to teach 
that Christ at his second advent will bring 
the souls of his sleeping saints with him 
from heaven-a supposition disproved by 
many considerations : 1. According to 
the text, it is God, not Christ, who 
" brings " with him those who sleep in 
Jesus ; but, 2. God does not come to this 
world, but sends Jesus Christ. Acts 3 : 20. 
Therefore God does not bring any sleeping 
saints to this earth. 3. Heaven is not a 
place of soul-sleeping. Those who believe 
in the unconscious state of the dead, are 
sometimes called " soul-sleepers ; " but 
they never carry the doctrine to such 
lengths as to suppose them all asleep in 
heaven. 4. The saints cannot be brought 
from heaven ; for they are not there when 
Christ descends for his people. 5. They 
cannot be brought to this earth ; for they 
are at that very time sleeping in its dust. 
Isa. 26 : 19 ; Dan. 12 : 2 ; John 5 : 28, 29. 
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6. The saints are to be brought according 
to a certain example ; and that is stated 
in the text to be the rising again of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. And in the same 
line of thought with this passage, we read 
in Heb. 13 : 20 : " Now the God of peace 
that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep." Thus God brought Christ from 
the dead ; and those that sleep in Jesus 
—those that are dead as he was—will God 
" bring " with him. Bring from what 
place and to what place ?—From the grave, 
from which he brought Christ, and to their 
own inheritance, which will be Paradise, 
into his own presence. 

We cannot therefore avoid the conclu-
sion that this " bringing " which God ac-
complishes for his saints, is bringing them 
from the dead into his own presence. 
And he performs this by sending his Son 
to gather the elect and bring them to him-
self, as described in 1 Thess. 4. This 
chapter thus brings to view the great fact 
taught in our Lord's promise that he would 
go into the Father's presence to prepare a 
place for his people, and return for the 
purpose of taking them to this prepared 
place. So Christ will present his saints 
unblamable in holiness before his Father, 
as he bears them up to the heavenly 
Jerusalem. See John 14 : 2, 3 ; 1 Thess. 
3 : 13 ; 4 : 14. 

Paradise, which contains the tree of 
life (Rev. 2: 7), and is now in the third 
heaven (2 Cor. 12 : 2-4), was prepared for 
mankind in their innocency, when the 
earth itself was founded (Gen. 2 : 8-15 ; 
3 : 1-24), and is to be given as a part of 
the overeomers' reward, and will be 
reached by their entrance within the walls 
of the heavenly Jerusalem. Rev. 2 : 7 ; 
22 : 2, 14. Paradise, the blissful abode of 
our first parents, and rendered infinitely 
more glorious by being situated within 
the New Jerusalem itself, being that place 
from which the first Adam was expelled, 
will be that place to which the second 
Adam will first introduce the saved of the 
human family. The giving of the king- 
dom to the saints begins with the capital 
of the kingdom, but will not be finished 
till they take the kingdom under the whole 
heaven to possess it forever, even forever 
and ever. Dan. 7 : 18, 27 ; Rev. 21. The 
giving of the kingdom to the saints by the 
Saviour is simply another act in the great 
work of carrying out the decisions of the 
Father respecting his people ; for our Lord 
himself declared that it was the Father's 
good pleasure to give them the kingdom. 
Luke 12 : 32. 

THE REWARD IN HEAVEN. 

From the foregoing considerations it is 
evident.that the saints receive a portion of 
their reward in heaven. A few additional 
proofs may be given in support of the 
same proposition. 

That the Saviour takes his people to 

the house of the Father, the New Jerusa-
lem, immediately after he has made them 
immortal, is further evident by what is 
said respecting the marriage supper. The 
saints are to partake of this royal banquet 
directly after they are received into Christ's 
presence. Luke 12 : 36, 37. But the 
marriage supper must be eaten where the 
bride is; and the bride, as we have seen, 
is the New Jerusalem, the heavenly city 
above, which is expressly called by the 
angel " the bride, the Lamb's wife." 
Rev. 21 : 2, 9, 10. The saints do not con-
stitute the bride in this transaction, as is 
so widely but erroneously supposed ; they 
are simply the children, or the invited 
guests. Rev. 19 : 9 ; Isa. 54 : 1, 5, 13 ; 
Gal. 4 : 26-28. Christ is called our " ever-
lasting Father " (Isa. 9 : 6) ; Jerusalem 
above is our mother (see texts above) ; 
after Christ takes his bride, and the mar-
riage of the Lamb occurs (that is, after 
Christ receives his kingdom), the saints, 
experiencing the fulness of the new birth 
in the resurrection and translation, are 
ushered into the new life of the heavenly 
world. Isa. 65 : 17, 18 ; 66 : 5-15. Hence 
Christ says to his people, in John 14 : 18 : 
" I will not leave you comfortless ; I will 
come unto you." For " comfortless " the 
margin reads " orphans; " and the promise 
refers to the second coming of Christ, 
when he will take his people to the city 
above, to be " forever with the Lord," to 
be no longer orphans here in this world, 
but to be with our Father and Mother 
forever at home. Those who make the 
church the bride, make the children to be 
the mother of themselves, and have no 
guests at all at the marriage supper ! 

In support of this proposition, that the 
saints do go to heaven and there spend a 
joyful season before their location upon 
the earth, we have such explicit texts as 
these :— 

" And I saw as it were a sea of glass 
mingled with fire ; and them that had 
gotten the victory over the beast, and 
over his image, and over his mark, and 
over the number of his name, stand on 
the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 
And they sing the song of Moses, the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb." 
Rev. 15 : 2, 3. 

In Rev. 4 : 6, we are informed that this 
" sea of glass " is before the throne of God ; 
and that throne is in heaven (verse 2) ; and 
we have no reason to suppose that either 
throne or sea of glass had been removed 
from heaven at the time referred to in 
Rev. 15 : 2. Put John saw the overcomers 
standing on that sea of glass before the 
throne in heaven, as they strike the first 
glad notes of victory over the powers that 
sought their ruin here upon the earth. 
Again in Rev. 19 :1, we have these words :— 

"And after these things I heard a great 
voice of much people [not angels, but the 
redeemed of the earth] in heaven [not on 

the earth] , saying, Alleluia ; Salvation, 
and glory, and honour, and power, unto 
the Lord our God." 

It is here in the Father's presence near 
the throne, that the saints partake of the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. Rev. 19 : 
1-9 ; Luke 12 : 36, 37 ; 22 : 16-18. This 
is the grand celebration of our Lord's as-
sumption of his own throne and of his 
royal city, the metropolis of his everlasting 
kingdom. When this is past, the great 
work of the judgment upon the wicked 
remains to be entered upon by Christ and 
his saints. 

As Christ is crowned for the execution 
of the judgment (Dan. 7 : 9-14 ; Ps. 110; 
45 : 1-7 ; 2 : 6-9), so he raises his people 
up to bo sharers with him in this solemn 
work. Rev. 3 : 21; 2 : 26, 27. This exal-
tation is given them in the morning of the 
great day. Compare Ps. 49 : 14, 15 ; 110 : 
3; 30 : 5 ; Isa. 21 : 11, 12 ; Born. 13 : 11, 12. 
" And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them; 
and I saw the souls of them that were 
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for 
the word of God, and which had not wor-
shipped the beast, neither hisimage, neither 
had received his mark upon their foreheads, 
or in their hands ; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years." 
Rev. 20 : 4. 

The saints, having been taken from this 
earth to heaven, return no more till the 
time comes for the earth to be made new 
for their everlasting abode ; but this is not 
till the perdition of ungodly men (2 Pet. 
3: 7-13), after the wicked dead are raised 
at the end of the one thousand years. 
Rev. 20 : 5. The thousand years' reign of 
the saints is therefore in heaven. 

The judicial work performed by the 
saved in conjunction with Christ, is not 
the determining of the question who shall 
be saved or lost ; for the Father first de-
cides that question himself in the investi-
gative judgment, and the Saviour carries 
out that decision by immortalizing the 
saints at his coming, and thus setting 
aside all others for the second death. 
But there remains something more to be 
done in their cases ; for there are degrees 
in the amount of punishment to be inflicted; 
and some shall receive greater damnation 
than others. Luke 20 : 47 ; Rom. 2 : 6, 8, 
9 ; Luke 12 : 47, 45. 

This punishment must be graded accord-
ing to those books of record which God 
keeps (Isa. 65 : 6, 7 ; Jer. 2 : 22 ; Dan. 7 : 
9, 10; Rev. 20 : 12), and the estimate 
which he puts upon men's actions when 
he weighs them and accurately determines 
the merits of each. 1 Sam. 2 : 3. 

In view of these facts it is not a strange 
thing that the immortal saints, with Christ 
at their head, should be commissioned by 
the Father to determine the pleasure of 
punishment which each wicked man shall 
receive. 1 Cor. 6 : 2. 	 U. s. 
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the treasury through fraudulent contracts 
in 	furnishing 	bayonets 	and 	cutlasses, 
passed over in silence by official exam- 
iners. 	Admiralty plans have been sold 
to other governments, pay-masters have 
been defrauding the state, police officers 
yield to the god mammon, corruption is 
found almost everywhere. 	Worse crimes 
are reported on the part of Russian offi- 
cials. 	And the great Republic of the Oc- 
cident 	presents a continuous series of 
startling revelations from bank presidents 
to high officials in the government. 	Could 
the curtain be fully lifted, what a picture 
would be presented of the avarice, greed, 
extortion, and fraud practised throughout 
the world ! 	And many of these men have 
high standing in the church of God. 	If 
their crime is a magnificent and daring 
one, they many times become heroes. 
They are often retained in the churches, 
the wealth of the criminal, the number of 
those guilty, and their numerous friends, 
render expulsion or official censure many 
times impossible. 	They are looked upon 
as not very bad after all, and thus the 
standard of morality is lowered. 	Iniquity 
abounds. 	Principles of true integrity are 
ignored, and many come to look upon the 
requirements of God as of one like them- 
selves. 	Because of this the love,—that 
love which does all of God's revealed will, 
which keeps his commandments and finds 
them not 	 love in the many, grievous,—this 

EVERY considerate person must have 
been often pained at the flippant manner 
in which some preachers speak of the 
eternal torment of the lost, as though it 
were a matter not to be questioned, and 
even a 	subject 	for rejoicing. 	Why it 
should provoke them to anger to have it 
called in question, as is sometimes the 
case, is hard to explain. George Storrs once 
said that he was once led to examine the 
evidences of the doctrine by hearing a pro- 
fessed Christian praising the Lord that the 
wicked would be tormented to all eternity ! 

Such people do not know of what they 
are speaking. 	We have no conception of 
eternity. 	We can conceive of very long 
periods, but eternity—a whole eternity— 
is still beyond them. 	An eternity of ac- 
cumulating guilt and ever-increasing suffer-
ing, as some teach, is too horrible to be 
calmly contemplated. 	Add to this the 
thought of the belief entertained by many 
(professedly), that that torment, to some 
of their own friends, has already been 
going on for years. 	If they do indeed 
believe it, we cannot imagine what manner 
of spirit they are of that they can eat and 
drink and sleep with the peace of mind 
they seem to enjoy. 	We should count 
that mother unworthy of the name who 
could sleep in peace knowing that her 
child was in burning torture, for even one 
night. 	But in this theology it is torture— 
beyond conception at the beginning and 
ever increasing—and 	yet it makes no 
visible impression on their minds. 

Men of deep thought and fine sensi-
bilities are either overwhelmed by the 
terribleness of this doctrine, or else they 
have discarded it. 	Dr. Barnes confessed 
that it was unendurable to him. 	But very 
few view it as he did. 	Most theologians 
of the present day have discarded it. 	We 
do not mean that they have actually re- 
nounced it, but they have so modified it 
as to make it something beside what the 
words of their profession indicate. 	At 
the late General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, a newspaper re- 
porter interviewed a large 	number 	of 
prominent D.D.'s, and found that the 
orthodox Methodist faith of " hell fire " 
was discarded by them. 	Even bishops 
repudiated the idea of actual fire in the 
torment of the wicked. 	What their faith 
really is we cannot imagine. 	We cling to 
the 	faith—that " fire and brimstone " old 

—the majority of those professing the 
name of Christ,—has waxed cold. 	May 
the reader cleave to God's sure Word, 
knowing that to God he shall give ac- 
count, and not to men. 	" He that en- 
dureth to the end, the same shall be saved." 

THE PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM A SIGN 
OF THE TIMES. 

IT is with feelings of profound regret 
that I call attention to the advancement 
of a movement which is such an ominous 
sign of the times, one which is so demoral- 
• • 	• 	• 	• izing in its influences, and which is yet 
destined to permeate the world with its 
gross deceptions. The movement to which 
I refer is the antichristian one known as 
modern Spiritualism. 

A LADY 
writing to the Medium and Daybreak con-
corning a paper which was read by a Mr. 
Drake at Dr. Clifford's, says :— 

" Mr. Parker knew that church some ten 
years ago when Spiritualism dared not be 
mentioned among them. 	It shows the sweet, 
divine under-current at work, which will burst 
forth presently, and all will acknowledge the 
truth truth and stand the test, fearing not what man 

	

do. 	Mr. Drake did well to bring it before 
such inquiring and intelligent men; it is those 
we want in the field of progress." 

Another writer in the same issue con-
siders the address "useful for the clergy." 

When orthodox (?) 	Christians 	meet 
Spiritualists half way, we need not be 
astonished at the following from one of 

" Watchman, what o 	the night? 	Watchman, what . f the 
.cl,  leo.  the night: if ye wil  1  

ennigebutr"e, 	 return, 	.21: 11, 12. 
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are not mere figures in the Bible. 	A fire 
that can melt the elements must be very 
literal. 	And we believe it will have the 
effect on 	the 	wicked which 	fire—un- 
quenchable fire—has on chaff or stubble ; 
it will burn them up, leaving them neither 
root nor branch. 	In that case the wicked 
will be destroyed, just as the Bible says ; 
"punished with everlasting destruction." 
In a never-ending torment, a 	" death 
that never dies," we have no faith. 
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their members who said that Spiritualism 
" was advancing in numbers and in influ- 
ence, and was likely to become the great 
religious power of the future." 

THE "FIRE TEST " 

has already become proverbial. 	A case 
has been recently reported from Notting- 
ham where "Mr. Hoperoft under influence 
signalled for matches, and ignited two or 
three under his fingers. 	The next evening  
he took hot coals from the fire, and held 
them for some time, and then broke them 
in pieces ; they were red hot inside. 	No 
sign of fire was apparent on his hands or 
clothes after sitting."—Medium and Day- 
break, Nov. 26, 1886. 

However, when they go so far as to 
fire down from heaven, as it is inti- 

mated in Rev. 13 : 13, 14, the climax of 
its miraculous and deceptive power will 
have been reached. 	Then those only can 	 
hope to escape its delusions 	who are 
rooted and grounded upon the unerring 
Word of God. 

ity that it is a wonder that any who call 
themselves Christians will tamper with it.  
They cannot do so but at the fearful risk 
of severing their connection with Christ 
and heaven. 	It is the essence of abstract 
theism. 	As with the ancient bards, " the 
words of the 	ra yer uEel. were 	purely p 	 '  
theistic,' no Christ, no Saviour, no allusion 
to Biblical statements. 	. 	. 	. 	This, in- 
deed, is the religion of Spiritualism, which 

Ibid. 	With this statement from one of 
their " advanced " editors, we are not 
surprised to find the following :— 

"We never know whether what is told us 
be true or not till we find it out for ourselves. 
It is self-development, self-knowledge, that is 
the true principle of Spiritualism." " Exploded 
myths are weekly indorsed by the ' spirits ' as 
facts, and are seriously and laboriously ex- 
plained by `spirit guiles' as if they were tru". 
This might be regarded as damaging to the 
doctrine of spirit-communion, but we do not 
think so. 	The spirits know no better; and the 
minds of the mediums are not developed to 
express anything higher and truer." 	" So little 
is known of the nature of mediumship, that it 
is impossible to know whether you are listen- 
ing to truth or error. 	Happily the well in- 
formed man knows more than the 'guides.' " 
"  It is frequently said that there are more 
spirits than mortals present listening to 	a 
lecture. 	How important it is that some corn- 
petent person lecture to 	the spirits." 	" A. 
subdued light or darkness increases the power 
and facilitates control." 	"The sitters should 
not on any account allow their judgment to be 
warped or their good sense imposed upon by 
spirits, whatever their professions may be." 

Such are the teachings of Spiritualists. 
Self is the great I am. 	No confidence 
even in the spirits (this is commendable) ; 
but why is it that Christians suffer Satan 
to lead them into the ranks of those whose 
performances are more favourably carried 
on in " darkness " rather than in light ? 
What • said Jesus about people of this 
class ? 	John 3 : 19. 	Satan is responsible 
for it. 	The seed was sown by him in 
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Many devoted Christians at the present day 
are wondering why the first day of the week  
is generally observed instead of the original 
Sabbath of the Lord enforced by the moral 
law, and observed by Christ and his apostles 
and the early Christians. 	Many thus inquiring 
receive with delight our publications treating 
on this and kindred subjects.- 	This is abund-- 
antly proven by the letters which are received 
at the office of publication, and by those who 

 are engaged in the work. 	An incident or two 
illustrativeof the above may not prove unin- 
teresting to our readers. 	A person living a few 
miles from I ondon had his attention incident-
ally called to a PRESENT TRUTH, which had 
been left by a lodger at the house where he 
was stopping. 	He read en article in it, which 
pleased him, and laid the paper aside for fur- 
ther investigation. 	Soon after, this gentleman 
was talking with an infidel, and in so doing 
stated that he was determined to take the 
Bible and the Bible alone for his guide. 	In 
response the infidel stated that if he did so he 
would have to keep the seventh day, Saturday, 
as the Sabbath, as the Bible presents it as the 
only Sabbath. 	The idea being new, the gentle- 
man did not dismiss it immediately, and as 
he read PRESENT TRUTH again he found an 
article on the Sabbath question, in which he 
became so much interested that he sent to the 
publishing house and obtained several shillings' 
worth of publications. 	As the result, he has 
subscribed for the PRESENT TRUTH, has begun 

keep the Sabbath, and has other parties 
interested. 

Our colporteurs and Fillip missionaries alone 
have sold books and papers during the last 
quarter to the amount of £137. 	Our paper 
has been sent by various ships to the Conti-
neat, to the East and West Indies, Africa,  
North and South America, Australia, and the 
islands of the sea. 	We learn from sea captains 
that many of our papers find their way into 
the interior of the countries mentioned. 	We 
are in communication with the Cape of Good 
Hope and the British possessions in India. 

A captain of a large sailing ship has just been 
visited by one of our ship missionaries. 	He pur- 
chased " Thoughts on Daniel and Revelation." 
On receiving them he stated that he had read 
them in Brazil, South America. 	Another cap- 
tain at that place had loaned them to him. 
When solicited to purchase the book on the 
sanctuary question, he stated that the same 
captain had recommended that book to him. 

some of our books, and since that time he has 
become so deeply interested in the truth that 
he has purchased nearly all kinds of our books, 
has int: oduced them to °Curs, and has himself 
distributed hundreds of papers to others. 	This 
captain is now in Australia. 	In a long letter 
just received by our missionary in Liverpool 
he says :— 

" I have been about scattering the silent 
messengers through the streets. 	Only one 
man refused to take a paper. 	God grant that 
much fruit may result. 	Have also bad long 
talks with some of the Salvationists here. 	One 
especially is taken up with the prophecies, and 
sees life only in Christ. 	I have also had talks 
with others. 	Have lent ' Nature and Destiny 
of Man' to one of them, also the ' Second Com- 
ing of Christ.' 	God grant that the papers I 
have given and the books I have lent, may be 
the instrument in his hands of showing them 
th 	 have 	iven g 	nearly all the pa- true 

away
light. 

now, I pars -only a few left. 
" I am longing to come home, and praying 

to the dear Lord to soon open the way, as I 
desire to keep fully all his commandments. 
It grieves me and makes me miserable to have 
to do busini ss on the Lord's day. 	The more 
I read, the more I am convinced that the sev-
enth day is the true sanctified day that God 
set apart for his worship. 	I cannot keep Sun- 
day, for I know that it is not a  sanctified day. 
Pray that the Lord may soon open the way for 
me to keep his holy day and the testimony and 
faith of Jesus. 	I spend hours thinking about 
it when I lie down to rest, and it is my first 
thought when I awake. 	I am happy to tell 
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you that God has given me the victory over 
drinking tea and coffee, and it is better for 
my system." 

" I am so thankful for meeting you at L.—. 
What a treasure those books have been to me, 
and are still! What joy and peace they have 
spoken to my poor, weary soul! I would not 
be without them for anything. The more I 
read them, the more light they shed across 
my path." 

The writer of the above enclosed one pound 
and ordered some health publications sent to 
his family. Thus the seeds of truth through 
the efforts of our missionary are being scattered 
to all parts of the earth. A few days since our 
ship missionary visited a ship and sold some 
books, and one of the officers wrote to the 
office of publication to have the missionary 
return, as he desired some more of the books. 
AU true friends of the good work will rejoice 
that the seeds of truth are being scattered all 
over sea and land. 	 S. H. LANE. 

REPORT FROM WALES AND ENGLAND. 

WALES.—Within the past three months I 
have distributed over 10,800 pages of Welsh 
tracts, and in so doing I have called upon 
more than 1,350 individuals. In some instan-
ces the interviews have been very interesting; 
and I can but hope that Bible-loving Welsh-
men will appreciate any effort which has for 
its aim the extension of true Christian teach-
ings concerning " that blessed hope " the sec-
ond coming of our Lord, and kindred truths. 

ENGLAND.—Since the first of March I have 
been labouring in the West and South of Eng-
land, among those of like precious faith. I 
have held thirty-one meetings in addition to 
visiting and writing. Three decided to serve 
the Lord with us ; several who had been inter-
ested by previous efforts of others were drawn 
nearer to us; and I baptized seven adults, who 
had previously accepted the truth. 

Pastor Wm. Inge was present at Southamp-
ton, and rendered efficient help. He presented 
the subject of spiritual gifts in a very impres-
sive manner in two discourses, on the Sabbath 
of the quarterly meeting. I remained until 
Wednesday. The attendance was good from 
the first, and we had much of the Lord's bless-
ing in our services as well as in visiting. It 
was indeed refreshing to renew old acquaint-
ances, as well as to form new ones with those 
who are seeking to walk in the narrow way. 
If all labour to manifest that fervent charity 
which is so desirable, the work of the Lord will 
prosper in our hands. 

In different places there are many fully con-
vinced of the truth, but they are waiting for a 
more convenient season when they can serve 
God without risking anything. This is a mis-
take. Some have had to give up home and 
friends for the truth's sake, yea, and their lives 
also. Have such made a mistake ?—No. The 
test of true discipleship remains unchanged 
(Matt. 16 : 24-27 ; Luke 14 : 25-35). Perhaps 
all have not so understood this important 
matter. 

It is evident that the work is onward in 
these parts, and the friends are trying to do 
their duty in supporting the workers. One 
aged brother, as I shook his hand at parting, 
placed a sovereign in my hand to be used in 
advancing the work. In many places preju-
dice is giving place to inquiry, and the results 
are cheering. While we were realizing how 
good it was to live in the service of God, an 
aged sister, whose life-blood was gradually 
ceasing to flow through her veins, bore testi-
mony to the preciousness of the Christian's 
hope in her last moments, and peacefully fell 
asleep in Jesus. Who would not live so that 
he could hope to die the death of the righteous 

Aberystwith, April 15. 	A. A. JOHN. 

REPORT OF LABOUR FROM SCANDINAVIA 
FOR MARCH. 

SWEDEN.—Daring the past month all our 
labourers have been active. We are only few,  

but the Lord has blessed our feeble efforts. 
Bro. Johnson has closed his work at present 
in Dalarne. The people in Orsa showed great 
interest to hear. They seemed to receive the 
word willingly, but it will take some time 
before it can bring forth fruit, because they 
have but little knowledge of the Bible. Bro. 
J. preached one Sunday in a shanty in the 
pinery to about one hundred and twenty per-
sons. They were much interested and bought 
quite a number of books. In Striberg two 
persons have united with the church. 

In Stockholm the colporteur school con-
tinues in connection with a thorough canvass-
ing for our books and papers. Fifteen colport-
eurs are now actively engaged in this work 
besides a brother, who brings about papers to 
the subscribers and assists in the mailing and 
book-keeping. The amount received for books 
and papers since New Year's is now about kr. 
2,800 (nearly £151). The interest in the Bible-
readings and in the preaching is good. May 
the Lord continue to bless his work in Sweden. 

J. G. MATTESON. 

DENMARIL—During the month of March I 
have laboured in different places in Denmark, 
visiting some of the churches and some new 
places. I held a few meetings on Funen, where 
Sr. Renlev has held Bible-readings. The meet-
ings were well attended, and good interest was 
manifested. We hope and pray that some 
fruit may be seen from this interest. 

E. G. OLSEN. 

NORWAY.—Bro. Brorsen has during the 
month of March visited the churches at 
Laurvig and Moss, which he found of good 
courage. Most of the time he has spent in 
Christiania visiting among the brethren and 
sisters holding Bible-readings and trying in 
different ways to advance the good work here. 

We have now closed the series of meetings 
held here in Christiania during the winter. 
The interest increased, and not a few are con- 
vinced of the truth, but the many difficulties 
in the way of keeping the Sabbath here make 
it hard for them to break through and obey 
God. Still there are a few who take hold, and 
we rejoice for every soul who turns to the 
Lord with the purpose of seeking him with the 
whole heart. The interest in the colporteur 
school continued to increase to the last. The 
three who came from Denmark have returned. 
Two brethren have gone to Throndhjem to do 
colporteur work and they report a good be-
ginning. It seems that the way is opening 
more and more before us, and we feel a great 
need of more labourers in the great vineyard 
of the Lord. 

During the winter I have had the pleasure 
of baptizing nineteen souls. Most of these 
were from Moss. The church here at Chris-
tiania has received ten new members during 
the last quarter; some of these have come 
here with letters from other churches. Since 
our last report, we have organized a church of 
fifteen members at Moss. Others are keeping 
the Sabbath and preparing to receive baptism 
soon. 

I have now been in Sweden and visited the 
churches at Langbanshyttan, Grythyttehed, 
Orebro, and Stockholm. I could remain but a 
few days in each place. At Langbanshyttan 
I held five meetings at four different places. 
A very good interest was shown in listening to 
the Word of God. I was glad to see some 
interest was shown in the tract and missionary 
work. In Grythyttehed I held five meetings; 
the Lord came near by his good spirit. I 
tried to present the solemnity of this time, and 
the word seemed to make a deep impression. 
Here I met Bro. Johnson now returning from 
Dalarne. He gave encouraging reports of the 
interest there. In Orebro there is but a small 
church and the greater part of the members 
are sisters ; but the report of their T. and M. 
society showed that they had not been inactive. 
I stopped at Stockholm three days and a half. 
On Friday and Sabbath we had interesting 
meetings. The interest in the mission school  

there is continually increasing, and it is now 
decided that the school shall continue to the 
first of May. The labourers will then be 
scattered in different parts of the country. 
How we rejoice at the thought, that we can 
begin to spread the truth in many places 
where it has not been heard before. 

I am now going to Copenhagen to help in the 
mission there and to visit some of our churches 
'in Denmark. 	 0. A. OLSEN. 

ChrisNania, April 12. 

GLORIFY GOD, NOT SELF. 

THERE is a good deal of difference between 
letting one's light shine, and letting one's self 
show; and either of the two processes may 
go on independently of the other. The un-
known worker who freely expends life, health, 
and money in the cause of Christ, lets his 
light shine, even if he does not himself show; 
while perhaps another, whose praise is in all 
the newspapers, and whose beneficence is a 
matter of public fame, may, through a per-
verted motive, be making himself show rather 
than letting his light shine. True, the com-
mand reads, -" Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven ; " 
but letting men see your good works does 
not necessarily mean letting them see your-
self—does it ?—S. S. Times. 
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So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and 
gave the armee, and caused them to understand the reading."—
Neh. 8: 8. 

THE TEST OF TRUTH AND RIGHT. 

1. IS THERE danger of being deceived ? 
"There shall arise false Ohrists, and false 

prophets, and shall show great signs and won-
ders • insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very eleot." Matt. 24 : 21. 

2. Is the church cautioned against being 
deceived ? 

"Little childrei, lot no nava deceive you." 
1 John 3 : 7. 

8. How can we know who aro righteous ? 
"He that doeth righteousness is righteous." 

Ibid. 
4. What is the proof of righteousness ? 
"And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe 

to do all these oommzndments before the Lord 
our God, as he hath commanded us." Deut. 6 : 25. 

5. What were the commandments which 
God himself commanded ? 

" And he declared unto you his covenant, which 
he commanded you to perform, even ten oom-
mandments." Deut. 4 :13. 

6. That was the old law; but what is the 
test of righteousness now ? 

" All unrighteousness is sin ; " and " sin is the 
transgression of the law." 1 John 5 :17 ; 3 : 4. 

7. What law did the apostles teach? 
"If ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, 

and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 
For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he 
that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do 
not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if 
thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the 
law." James 2 : 9-11. 

8. Was not this law done away by Christ ? 
" Think not that I am oome to destroy the law, 

or the prophets ; I am not come to destroy, but 
to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Who-
soever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and ehall teach men so, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven ; but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same 
shall be called great in the kingdom f heaven." 
Matt. 5 :17-19. 
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9. Is the ten-commandment law still the 
way to life? 

" If thou wilt enter into life, keep the command-
ments. He saith unto him, Which ? Jesus said, 
Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit 
adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not 
bear false witness," etc. Matt. 19:17, 18. 

10. Are we not under a new law now, the 
law of love ? 

" Love worketh no ill to his neighbour ; there-
fore love is the fulfilling of the law." Rom. 13 : 10. 

11. What law ? 
" He that loveth another bath fulfilled the law. 

For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou 
shalt not kill," etc. Verses 8, 9. 

12. What is the proof that we know God ? 
" And hereby we do know that we know him, 

if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I 
know him, and keepeth not his commandments, 
is a liar and the truth is not in him." 1 John 
2:3, 4. 

13. On what condition does God hear our 
prayers? 

" And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, 
because we keep his commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in his sight." 1 John 
3 : 22. 	 • 

14. Does God hear the prayers of those who 
persist in sin ? 

" Now we know that God heareth not sinners ; 
but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth 
his will, him he heareth." John 9 : 31. 

15. Is there now any better test of truth, 
than that given by an ancient prophet ? 

" To the law and to the testimony ; if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them." Isa. 8 : 20. 

R. F. COTTRELL. 

lihtio14$1ing )4410+ 

—The German Crown Prince is suffering 
from a polypus in the throat. 

—Five thousand South Staffordshire and 
East Worcestershire chain makers are on 
st-ike. 

—The Porte has ordered shot from Herr 
Krupp to the value of four and a half million 
francs. 

—A medical officer of health says affections 
of the throat are sometimes caused by escapes 
of gas from coal. 

—It is reported that owing to the drought, 
four thousand families in Texas are suffering 
great privations. 

—The Naval Review, in commemoration of 
Her Majesty's jubilee, is to be held at Spit-
head, on July 23. 

—The British steamer Benhope, from Vera 
Cruz to New York, has been burned. All on 
board were saved. 

—A multicycle is now used by the military. 
It carries twelve men in single file, and draws 
an ammunition waggon. 

—A Russian sentinel who attempted to pre-
vent a German from crossing the boundary 
was disarmed by some Germans. 

—Nearly three hundred emigrants left Eng-
land for Canada last month under the auspices 
of the Church Emigration Society. 

—The Pope offered his mediation to the 
French and German Governments in connec-
tion with the arrest on the frontier. 

—At Moscow, a number of sweetmeat boxes 
sold by different confectioners have been found 
to contain Revolutionary proclamations. 

—A Jew complained to an East London 
magistrate that he had been ejected from a 
synagogue in Whitechapel fOr praying too 
loudly. 

—The International Working People's Asso-
ciation, a Socialist body in Chicago, has de-
clared that it contemplates a rising in 1889, 
when the leaders expect great depression in 
business. 

—A South African goldfield in the Zout-
pansberg district is attracting numerous gold 
prospectors, rich alluvial deposits having been 
reported: 

—It is stated that a proclamation of a state 
of siege is contemplated in Alsace-Loraine, in 
order to prevent conspiracies of a treasonable 
character. 

—In the wreck of the Tasmania, £40,000 
worth of jewels belonging to an Indian prince, 
who was on his way to London for the jubilee, 
were lost. 

—The members of the New York Legislature 
have almost unanimously signed a petition for 
the release of Dr. Gallagher, the imprisoned 
dynamiter. 

—Six thousand men engaged in the ship-
building yards at Belfast struck because their 
employers refused to pay them weekly instead 
of fortnightly. 

—In consequence of alarming reports preva-
lent at Shanghai, fears are entertained for the 
safety of the Christian missionaries through-
out the province of Szechuen. 

—An attempt was made by a Frenchman to 
assassinate Marshal Bazaine in Madrid, April 
18, but the wounds, which were inflicted with 
a dagger, are said to be slight. 

—A telegram from Western Australia, April 
28, stated that the pearl fishing fleet had been 
caught in a hurricane on the north-east coast, 
and that 550 lives are believed to be lost. 

—Sir Edward Hamley, M. P., in an address 
at the Mansion House, recommended that 
lines of defence should be marked out round 
London, and the means of occupying them 
always kept ready. 

—It was alleged in the Bloomsbury County 
Court that to buy a dog on Sunday consti-
tuted an offence under an Act of Charles II., 
that act making it illegal to transact ordinary 
business on a Sunday. 

—The Pope authorized Cardinal Tascherean 
to absolve the members of the Society of the 

'Knights of Labour from the penalties they had 
incurred, provided that they promise to obey 
the future decisions of the Holy See. 

—The British soldiers who died in Brussels 
and the neighbourhood during the campaign 
of 1815 and the Battle of Waterloo are at last 
to be commemorated by a handsome monument 
in the Brussels cemetery, their last resting 
place. 

—Sir Henry Drummond Wolff proposed to 
the Porte that the English should evacuate 
Egypt in five years hence, but this was re-
jected by the Ottoman representatives, who 
refer to the Palace for further instructions in 
the matter. 

—M. SchnEebele, a French Police Commis-
sary, was arrested on the frontier by the 
German police on a charge of treason, having, 
it is alleged, attempted to detach Alsace-
Loraine from its allegiance to Germany. He 
has been released. 

—It having been brought to the knowledge 
of the Vatican that France desired to return 
to good relations with the Holy See, the Pope 
has appointed a Commission to study the 
various questions at issue, and to draw up pro-
posals for their settlement. 

—The Bishop of Manchester says it is wrong 
to have offertories for the heathen and to neg-
lect those who are in sin and ignorance in 
England. The very foundations of civilized 
society are threatened by the vicious and igno-
rant selfishness that everywhere prevails. 

--The Tablet publishes a proposal, which is 
influentially supported, for a jubilee offering 
from English Catholics to Leo XIII. It is 
suggested the gift should take the form of a 
library consisting of all the books written by 
English Catholics during the last fifty years. 

—A western bound express train on the 
Southern Pacific Railway was stopped eight-
een miles to the east of Tucson, Arizona, by 
robbers, who took the mail and express pack-
ages, but did not molest the passengers. The 
robbers are believed to be discharged railway 
servants. 

--Dr. Joseph Parker, of the City Temple, 
has definitively accepted an invitation to de-
liver the eulogy on Henry Ward Beecher on 
June 24th, and to preach in Plymouth Church 
during his visit to Brooklyn for that purpose. 
In the autumn Dr. Parker is to deliver a series 
of lectures in the United States. 

—Rev. G. T. Dowling says he does not be-
lieve the man is living who can solve the 
labour question. Though strikes are legitimate 
in the last resort, under any circumstances 
they do not pay. The real sufferers are the 
workmen themselves. £40,000,000 have been 
wasted in strikes in sixteen years in Great 
Britain alone. 

—A great fire occurred April 23 at Arnaut 
Koi, on the Bosphorus, causing immense 
damage to property. About eight hundred 
houses were destroyed, a large number of the 
inhabitants being rendered homeless. The 
town of Arnaut Keni, in the province of Siva, 
Asia Minor, was almost entirely destroyed by 
fire April 24, five hundred houses being burnt, 
and many lives lost. 

—There are now 16,000 coloured teachers in 
the United States; 1,000,000 pupils in the 
Southern States alone, 16,000 in the male and 
female high schools, and 3,000,000 worshippers 
in the churches. There are sixty normal 
schools, fifty colleges and universities, and 
twenty-five theological seminaries. Coloured 
people pay taxes on from $150,000,000 to 
$200,000,000 worth of property. 

—Sir George Stephen, president of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, and Sir Donald 
Smith, one of the directors, have addressed a 
letter to the Mayor of Montreal, offering to 
contribute a million dollars for a hospital for 
the city poor, to be erected on the slope of 
Mount St. Royal, requesting the city to donate 
sufficient ground for the purpose. It will be 
named the Royal Victoria Hospital. 

—The Peninsular and Oriental steamer 
Tasmania, stranded on the Monachi Rocks, 
near the south coast of Corsica, while on its 
voyage from Bombay to Marseilles and London. 
The captain, two officers, and twenty-two 
Lascars perished. The passengers were all 
saved. While the steamer Chusan, sent by 
the P. and 0. Company from Marseilles to the 
relief of the Tasmania's passengers, was on 
her way, she ran down the French yacht 
Magali, with eight persons on board. The 
yacht was cut in two, and the captain and two 
of the crew are reported drowned. 
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PAMPHLETS. 
Price. 

A Word for the Sabbath, Is. 8d. 
Sermons on Sabbath and 

Law 	 Is. 
Thoughts on Baptism, 	is. 
Modern Spiritualism, 	le. 
The Atonement, 	10d. 
Ministration of Angels, 10d. 
Faith and Hope, 	10d. 
Refutation of Age to Come, 7d. 
The Spirit of God, 	7d. 
The Three Messages of 

Rev. 14, 	 7d. 
Two Laws, 	 7d. 
Testimony of the Fathers, 7d. 
Home of the Saved, 	Id. 
Vindication of True Sab- 

bath, 	 5d. 
Truth Found, 	5d. 
Exposition of Matthew SI, 5d. 
Hope of the Gospel, 	5d. 
Matter and Spirit, 	5d. 
Seven Trumpets, 	5d. 

TWO-PENNY TRACTS, 82 pp. each. Redemption, Second 
Advent, Sufferings of Christ, Pre . ent Truth, Origin and Prog-
ress of S. D. Adventists, Seventh Part of Time, Ten Com-
mandments Not Abolished, Two Covenants, Two Thrones, 
Spiritualism a Satanic Delusion, Samuel and the Witch of 
Endor. 

ONE-AND-A-HALF-PENNY TRACTS, 24 pp. each. Who 
Changed the Sabbath ? Lost-Time Question, Scripture Refer-
ences, End of the Winked. 

PENNY TRACTS, 16 pp. each. Christ in the Old Testament, 
Sabbath In the New Testament, Spirit of Prophecy, The 
Old Moral Code not Revised, Sanctuary of the Bible, The 
Millennium, Seven Reason?, Definite Seventh Day, Departing 
and Being with Christ, Are the Dead Conscious? Elihu on 
the Sabbath, The Law and the Gospel. 

HALF-PENNY TRACTS, 8 pp. each. Coming of the Lord, 
Perfection of the Ten Commandments, Without Excuse, 
Thoughts for the Candid, Sign of the Day of God, Brief 
Thoughts on Immortality, Which Day? Can we Know, or Can 
the Prophecies be Understood? Is the End Near? Is man 
Immortal? The Law of God, What the Gospel Abrogated, 
100 Bible Facts about the Sabbath, Sunday not the Sabbath,  
The "Christian Sabbath," Why not Found out Before? 

THE ATONEMENT: 
AN EXAMINATION OF A 

Remedial System, in the Light of Nature and 
of Revelation. 

BY J. II. WAGGONER, 

Author of "Spirit of God; its Offices and Manifestations," 
"Christian Baptism," etc. 

It is an excellent work for the candid sceptic, 
and one which will broaden the ideas of every 
minister and Bible student. If the doctrine of 
the Atonement conflicts with the principles or the 
integrity of God's Law and Justice, the sceptic 
has reason for rejecting it; but this work by Mr. 
Waggoner shows its harmony with justice and 
mercy,-how God can "be just, and the Justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus." 
368 pp. Price, post free, 4s. 

Address, THE PRESENT TRUTH, Grimsby. 

THE TRUTH FOUND. 

The Nature and Obligation of the Sabbath 
of the Fourth Commandment. 

BY J. II. WAGGONER. 

The title of this little book sufficiently explains 
its character. It contains more Scriptural infor-
mation in regard to the Sabbath than any other 
book of twice the size, and yet it is so simplified 
as to bo easily comprehended. The author quotes 
the opinions of many learned men concerning 
the Sabbath, and their conflicting theories aro 
strongly contrasted with the clear, straightfor-
ward teaching of the Bible. 61 pp. Price 51 
Address, TAE PRESENT TRUTH, 72 Heneage Street, 
Grimsby. 

HISTORY OF THE SABBATH 
-AND-- 

THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, 

From Creation to the present Time. In Two 
Parts-Biblical and Secular, 

By the late JOHN NEVINS ANDREWS, 

Of Basle, Switzerland. 

The leading subject of the day is THE SAB-
BATH QUESTION. From the pulpit and the 
press, in social circles and legislative halls, the 
great demand of the hour is that the Sabbath be 
more strictly observed. The above work thor-
oughly discusses the Sabbatic Institution in its 
various phases. This volume is 

A MINE OF INFORMATION 

on the Sabbath question. It treats the subject 
from the Biblical and Historical stand-point. All 
the passages of Scripture in both Old and Now 
Testaments which have any bearing on the sub-
ject are carefully and critically examined. The 
various steps by which the change from the 
Seventh to the First Day was made, and the final 
Sabbath reform, are considered in detail. The 
work also presents 

THE COMPLETE TESTIMONY OF THE FATIIERS 

in reference to the Seventh and First day of the 
week, and the comparative merits of the two days 
are clearly shown. 

A copious index enables the reader to find any 
passage of Scripture or statement of any historian 
quoted. 

This important volume is the result of ten 
years' hard labour and historical research. Bound 
in cloth, 528 pages, post free, 5s. 

The above work will be sent, post free, on 
receipt of price. 

Address, THE PRESENT TRUTH, 72 Heneage 
Street, Grimsby. 

THOTJGHTS 

ON THE REVELATION, 
CRHICAL AND PRACTICAL, 

BY U. SMITH. 

A Verse by Verse Exposition of the Ap-calyp:e. 

This is a new and withal the most harmonious 
exposition of this wonderful and important book 
ever written. While the language and style can-
not fail to charm, the subject matter both inter-
eats and instructs the reader. The Revelation is 
given to show things which should come to pass 
in this world's history : and a blessing is pro-
nounced on those who will hear and read and do. 
Rev. 1 :3. In it, is set before us the Church's 
struggles and triumphs ; the Martyr's death and 
the victor's song; the destruction of the powers 
of darkness and the coronation of the King of 
kings. " Thoughts on the Revelation " is a great 
help in the study of this wonderful book. 420 pp. 
Price, 5s. 

Address, TIDE PRESENT TRUTH, 72 Heneage 
Street, Grimsby. 

THE GREAT CONTROVERSY, 
OR THE CONFLICT 

BETWEEN CHRIST AND HIS ANGELS AND 
SATAN AND HIS ANGELS. 

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. 

IN FOUR VOLUMES. 

These volumes describe the great conflict be-
tween Christ and Satan, as illustrated in the 
history of man, his temptations, conflicts, defeats, 
and victories, and the final triumph of right and 
truth with crowning immortality. 

VOLUME I. 

Begins with the rebellion of Satan, and treats o 
the fall of man, and the lives of the Patriarchs to 
the time of Solomon. 

VOLUME II. 

Continues the history of Redemption as illustrated 
in the Birth, Life, Ministry, Miracles, and teach-
ings of Christ. This volume is of great help in 
the study of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

VOLUME III. 

Presents the facts concerning the Death, Resur-
rection, and Ascension of Heaven's Anointed, and 
the lives and ministry of tl.e Apostles. The 
account of the labours and death of the great 
Apostle Paul is of deep interest. 

VOLUME IV. 

Commences with our Lord's great prophecy while 
viewing Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, and 
covers the entire Christian Dispensation to the 
end of time. It calls attention to the persecution 
of the first centuries and the rise of the Papacy : 
it speaks particularly of the Dark Ages and the 
work of the Reformers and Martyrs. Consider-
able space is given to the lives and teaching of 
later reformers and religious teachers, such as the 
Wesleys, Whitefield, and William Miller. The 
closing chapters give a vivid picture of the war-
fare of the Church and the final triumph of the 
people of God. The punishment of Satan and all 
his followers closes the great Controversy between 
the Son of God and the Powers of Darkness, with 
the faithful of all ages safe at Home forever. 

These books are not argumentative, yet they 
throw much light on the Sacred Page. They 
afford especial encouragement to the Christian, 
and are excellent to place in the hands of sceptics 
to convince them of Bible Truth. 

The four volumes contain over 1,500 pages, and 
are furnished for 16s. per set. 

Either volume may be furnished separately for 
4s., post paid. 

Address, THE PRESENT TRUTH, 72 Heneage 
Street, Grimsby. 

THE SECOND ADVENT; 
A Brief Exposition of Matthew Twenty-Four. 

BY JAMES WHITE. 

This able pamphlet presents a critical explana-
tion of our Lord's great prophecy, as he viewed 
the doomed city of Jerusalem from the Mount of 
Olives, recorded in the twenty-fourth chapter of 
Matthew. At least fifty thousand copies of this 
exposition have been printed, and it has run 
through several editions. The author (now de-
ceased) was one of the most careful expositors of 
the Scriptures. The book treats upon the entire 
chapter in detail, and is most interesting and 
instructive. Paper covers, 64 pp. Price, poet 
free, 5d. 

Address, THE PRESENT TRUTH, 72 Heneage 
Street, Grimsby. 
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THE PRESENT TRUTH. • others. 	Many of those who are said to preach 
Christ to-day, preach self. 	A few flattering 
adulations are offered to the Most High, a 
flowery tribute is paid to Christ, and—the 
preacher 	is 	praised. 	Preach 	God's 	truth, 
heralds of the cross, in all its simplicity and 
its plainness, and you will preach Christ, you 
cannot do otherwise; for Christ is the great 
centre of all truth. 	Through him the truth 
has been revealed, and his life was what it 
was, because of the manifestation of truth. 

Ior of obedience unto righteousness ? " 	Rom. 
6: 16. 	God pity those who cannot see this. 
Is it possible that the teachings of Christianity 
are such that to believe in Christ we must 
ignore, reject, violate, despise, or disregard the 
holy law of God which was loved by prophet 
and apostle, and which dwelt in the heart of 
the Son of God? 	Has it come to this? 

"And, behold, I oome esiskly; and my reward ts with me, 
to give every nun s000rding as his work shall be."—Rev. 22: IL 
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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 
and  the truth—the 	or of G d Word W 	God—are Christ

THE 
inseparable. 

• 
PRESENT TRUTHS which are sent from this 

office to our subscribers by post are addressed 
by a printed label, affixed by a mailing machine 
to each paper. 	Some have inquired in regard 
to the signification of the abbreviation of the 
month and the figures which follow the name 
of the subscriber. 	It is an arrangement by 
which the subscriber and publisher can tell at a 
glance when the subscription expires. 	Thus if 
the abbreviation and figures stand "Jan. 1,88," 
they indicate that the subscriber has paid for 
his paper until January 1st, 1888. 	If they 
stand thus : "Apr. 22, 87," they indicate that 
the subscriber has paid until April 22, 1887, 
and will receive the second number printed in 
April. 	If the figures stand thus : "Jan. 1, 87," 
they indicate that the subscription expired on 
January 1st, 1887, and that the subscriber is in 
debt on his paper since the first of January. 

on
quheisst each subscriber to examine the 

1Wabeelre  paper and see that it is always in 
advance of the date on the title page of the 
paper. 	When it is not we shall be glad to re- 
ceive from you the subscription price of the 
paper for six months or one year. 	Those who 

in arrears at the present time we shall be 
glad to have renew. 	We are highly gratified 
with the success which is .  attending the pub-
lication of PRESENT TRUTH, and farther solicit 
the patronage of those whose time has recently 
expired. 	 S. H. LANE. 

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. 

Glorify God not Self, S. S. Times, 	  141 are 

THOSE whose love for God and sense of duty 
lead them to obey God, to keep all his corn- 
mandments, the fourth among the rest, are 
many times accused of being "under the 
law," "in bondage," etc. 	Why? 	Is it be- 
cause they keep the first of the ten command- 
men* or the sixth, or the seventh ? 	Oh, no, 
say our liberty-loving (?) friends, all 	these 
ought to be regarded 	by 	every 	Christian. 
Then why the bondage ? 	Simply because the 
fourth commandment, which enjoins the ob- 
servance of the seventh-day Sabbath, or Satur- 
day, is observed. 	We can conceive of no other 
reason. 	The real stone of stumbling, the rock 
of offence, is the observance of that day which 
the Bible declares " is the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God." 	Ex. 20 : 8-11. 	But why 	willing 
obedience to that precept bondage more than 
any other ? 	The same God gave these pre- 
cepts ; the same Jesus vindicated them with 
his life ; they are equally pure and beneficial 
to all. 	And how is an individual "under the 
law' in the observance of the one more than 
the othzr ? 	How can one be " under [the 
condemnation of] 	the law," by obeying the 
law ? 	The only true national or civil liberty  
is loyalty to all the law of the government. 
Condemnation and bondage come by trans- 
greasing law, not keeping it. 	And Jesus died 
not to save us in sin (1 John 3 : 4), but from 
sin (Matt. 1 : 21), "from all iniquity." 	Titus 
2 : 14. 	We commend the following words, re- 
cently uttered by Dr. Joseph Parker, in a ser- 

 
mon preached in Scotland, because we believe 
they are true and in harmony with the Bible : 
" We are bounded by a Book; we have not to 
invent a Bible, but to interpret and apply a 
Bible. 	The only true liberty is in law; the 
only true freedom is love. 	I have liberty to 
walk, liberty to serve, liberty to suffer, liberty 
to love, other freedom I do not desire." 	And 
we repeat, " THE ONLY TRUE LIBERTY IS IN LAW." 
Christ called us to the liberty of sinlessness ; 
and the apostle exhorts us to "Stand fast 
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ bath 
made us free." 	We are grateful that through 
the Lord Jesus Christ obedience is made pos-
sible ; that " this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments : and his command- 
ments are not grievous." 	1 John 5 : 3. 	The 
liberty which walks contrary to the command- 
ments of God, which knowingly transgresses 
them while professing Christ, is but the license 
demanded by the criminal, and it makes Christ 
" the minister of sin " to those who are with- 
out. 	Truly are the words of the apostle appli- 
cable: 	"While they promise them liberty, 
they themselves are the servants of corrup- 
tion : for of whom a man is overcome, of the 
same is he brought in bondage." 	2 Pet. 2: 19. 
" Know ye not that to whom ye yield your. 
selves servants to obey, his servants ye are 
to whom ye obey ; whether of sin unto death, 
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LW.  SPECIAL NOTICE.—Any one receiving 
this Periodical by post, not having subscribed for 
it, will not be called upon by us to pay for 
what he has not ordered. 	The paper has probably 
been sent by some friend or missionary society. 
Please read them and give them to your friends to 
read. 

THOUGHTS ON DANIEL) 
CRITICAL AND PRACTICAL, CRITICAL AND PRACTICAL, 

BY U. SMITH. 
A Verse by Verse _Exposition of the Prophecy of Daniel. 

WE have just received from 	Melbourne, 
Australia, a limited supply of the Vaticinal 
Chart. 	It is 30x40 inches, and is designed to 
assist the Bible student in his researches for 
knowledge. 	All the 	principal events from 
Adam are mentioned with date, and at a 
glance the student can tell his reckoning. 	A 
twenty-four page pamphlet accompanies it, 
giving an interesting sketch of the world's 
history. 	Both will be sent, post free, for 3s. 
Address, PRESENT TRUTH, 72 Heneage Street,   

That we may understand this prophecy, when 
we reach the time of the end, the prophecy itself 
plainly declares: " The wise shall understand." 
Our Saviour says, 	" Whoso readeth, 	let him 
understand." 	If we fail to do this, if we neglect 
its study, we are equally guilty with the Jews, 
who knew not the time of their visitation. 	Luke 
19 : 42-44. 	The author of the above work is a 
thorough student of prophecy, and his exposition 
is given in a clear, forcible style. 	It cannot fail 
to interest and instruct. 	416 pp. 	Price, 5s.  

THE PRESENT TRUTH, 72 Heneage 
Street, Grimsby. 

"WHY DO YOU NOT PREACH CHRIST?" 

THE PRESENT TRUTH : 
A SIXTEEN-PAGE, RELIGIOUS PERIODICAL, 

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY. 

SucH is the question which is often put to 
those who are endeavouring to preach the 
truth for 	these 	times. 	But are they not 
preaching Christ, if they are preaching his 
truth ? 	Can any one ignore the truth and yet 
preach Christ in his fulness ? 	Jesus says, " I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life." 	The 
ignoring of the truth which God has revealed 
in his Word for the sanctification of his peo- 
pie, is ignoring Christ. 	Those who aim to 
spread God's truth in all its fulness, in all its 
simplicity as that which must be obeyed, who 
preach the only way, the truth of the Word, 
and life through the resurrection, are those 
who preach Christ Jesus our Lord above all 
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