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THE PARABLE, MATTHEW XXV, 1-12. 

" Then shall the kingdom of heaven bo likened unto ten virgins, 
which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And 
five of them were wise and five were foolish. They that were fool-
ish took their lamps, and took no oil with them ; but the wise took 
oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the brid,:grootn tarried 
they all slumhered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, 
Behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him. Then all those 
virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the 
wise, Give us of your oil, fur our lamps are gone out. But the wise 
answered saying, Not so, lest there be not enough for us and you ;bni 
but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while 
they want to buy, the bridegroom came, and they that were ready, went 
in with him to the marriage, and the door was shut. Afterward cam,  
also the other virgins, saying, Lord, lord, open to us. But he answer-
ed and said, Verily, I say unto you, I know you not." 

Many have desired to obtain a correct account of an eastern 
marriage that they might better understand this parable. But 
let it be distinctly understood that our Saviour has here giv-
en us the desired history, and testifies that the kingdom of heav-
en shall be likened [" compared," Campbell's translation] un-
to it. But when shall the kingdom of heaven be likened, or 
compared to an eastern marriage? Our Saviour says, " THEN 
shall the kingdom," &c., showing beyond all doubt that there is 
some definite period in the history of the church where the par-
able may be applied. If the parable applies to a definite pe.ti-
od, it is of the utmost importance that we understand what Pe-
riod it does apply to, so as to make.a right application. 

The twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth chapters of Matthew are 
one connected discourse. In this discourse our Lord has point-
ed out the must important events, with which the Christian Church 
was to be connected, from the time of' the First to the Second 
Advent. Such as the destruction of Jerusalem, and the Papal 
persecution of 1260 years. Next the special signs of the Sec-
ond Advent, the darkening of the sun and moon in 1780, and 
the falling stars in 1833. Our Lord next points out two classes 
of teachers. One class is represented by the " faithful and 
wise servant" who gave to his master's household " meat in duel  
season. ' The other class of' servants is represented by thei 
"gvil servant" who was saying "in his heart, My lord delay.! 
eth his coming," was eating and drinking with the drunken, midi 
was smiting "his fellow-servants." Those who have had any 
experience in the Advent, know that two such classes of ser 
vants as are pointed out by Christ have appeared. The wise 
and faithful servants seeing by the prophetic periods, and the 
signs of the times, but especially the signs in the sun, moon and 
stars, that Christ was soon coming, gave the warning to the 
church and world. This warning message called out and man-
ifeKed the other class of servants who first said in their heart, 
The Lord is not so soon corning, then they began to "smite" 
those who were proclaiming the coming of the Lord, and by this 
time they were united with every class of wicked men on the 
earth—eating and drinking with the drunken. 

But does not this portion .of' our Lord's discourse have a still 
more close application ? The " evil servant" smites his "fel-
low-servants." Does not this show that 'both classes of servants 
had previously been united in proclaiming the coming of the 
Lord until they were disappointed ? This seems necessary for 
them to be called "fellotp-servants" One class " hold fast" 
the Advent, as proclaimed in its put ity by all the servants united, 

_ 	 — 	 — 	 
and still follow down the track of prophecy, and receivo the 
warning message of the third Angel, while the other class doubt, 
give up the past, fall into the spirit of the world, and say in their 
heart, My Lord delayeth his coming, &c. Thus closes the 
twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew. The twenty-fifth chapter 
commences thus; "THEN shall the kingdom of heaven be. 
likened unto ten virgins," &c. Thus we are brought down in-
to the experience of those who have been connected with. the 
Advent doctrine, and are shown where the parable applies. This 
conclusion is natural and irresistible. 

But what shall we understand by the kingdom of heaven?—
c,irtainly not all the component parts of the kingdom

'
for in 

that case the King, [Christ,] the territory, [New Earth,] and 
the subjects of the kingdom [the children of the resurrectionl 
w,iuld all be represented as going forth, tarrying, sleeping, 
w tking, and trimming lamps, &c. It is evident that the king-
dom of heaven here can only mean what may he represented 
by the going forth, tarrying, &c., which must be the people of 
Gol who ae interested in, and are looking for the coming and 
kingdom of Christ. The " kingdom of heaven" should be un-
derstood here, as it is generally used in the New Testament.—
['hen we understand it to mean as taught by Bro. Miller and the 
kdveht lecturers, with hardly an exception, and as published in 
dl the Advent papers till the Albany Conference in 1845, 
hat the history or experience of the living people of' God is to 
ae likened, or compared, unto an eastern marriage. It has been 
;aid that the Second Advent people have literally fulfilled Matt. 
cxv, 1-12. It is not so. Jesus is there giving the history of 
in eastern marriage. But Second Advent people were to ex-
terience a series of events which were to have a natural appli-
mtion to the events of the eastern marriage rehearsed by Christ. 
'tfter the signs of Christ's coining should be preached, the two 
:lasses of servants should appear, " t/ten" Second Advent his-
ory was not only to have a natural application, but was actual-
y to be compared to the history of the eastern marriage found 
n Matt. xxv. 

In order that the two histories may be likened or compared, 
iome things are indispensable. First, both histories must be 
omplete ; all the events in both must be in the past. It is not 

oossib'e to compare past history with what has not taken place. 
Second, after each event in Advent history has occurred, an-
swering to each point in the history of the marriage, shut door, 
and knocking not excepted, there must be time to compare the 
two histories, also those who will compare them. We say that 
this is a part of the work of the faithful and wise servant who 
is giving to the household meat in due season. Those who have 
given up the past Advent movement, as the work of man only, or 
of unclean spirits, choose to apply the parable to the future, to 
be fulfilled at the coming of the Lord. But if they would only 
carry out the natural and true position taken of it by Bro. Mil-
ler and the entire Advent host, with hardly an exception, 
up to 1845, it would lead them to acknowledge the work of 
God in the past, it would show them their present whereabouts, 
and give them living faith in die speedy coming of Christ. No 
lone has vet shown how the events, represented by trimming 
lamps, asking for oil, going to buy, and the knocking of the-
foolish could be fu'filled at, and after the Second Advent. The 
cry, "Behold the bridegroom cometh," is made to apply by all 
classes of Advent believers, then why not let each part of the 
parable also apply? We ask, Why should the cry, this one 
point in the parable, be made to cover all time to the resurrec-
tion, and the other parts not be suffered to have any application? 
Consistency becomes us on this subject, as well as on others.—
Some seem to make every thing of the cry, "Behold the bride. 
groom cometh," but nothing of the other parts of the parable. 
By referring to the "Advent Herald" it will be seen that it is 
the editor's motto. If he is to give this cry till the coming of 
Christ, and the resurrection, then the other points in the parable 
that follow must apply after the Second Advent. But we do 
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not hesitate to say that they will not then apply. No one will 
attempt to apply each event there. 

The saints will be raised and the righteous changed " in a 
mo'm'ent, in the twinkling of an eye," and aaught away from' 
the- earth. The wicked who remain after the plagues, will be 
fleeing from the presence of the Lamb. - None asking far oil, 
hone knocking then. They will cry, but not "Lord, Lord, open 
unto Us." No, no. They will flee from the burning glery of the 
Lamb, and their cry will be, " Mountains and.  rocks, fall 	us, 

'and hide us .froat the face of hint that sitteth on the thronevemd 
from the 1,4)rath of the Lamb. For the great day of his wrath 
is come." Rev. vi, 15-17. No one will say that there is any-
thing in this like asking for-  oil, 'going to buy, or knocking. 
Wherever the BiblO refera to the position of the lost, after they 
tire - apprised of their real condition, they are represented as;  
hiding, fleeing, &c., from the presence of the Lord, instead 
saying, " Lord, Lord, open to us."  But- this will be noticed 
hereafter. - As we are convinced ilea we now occupy the time 
when Advent history was to be " likened" to the history: of an 
castern marriage, we will nowbompare them. 

"Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, 
which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom." 

Let the reader be sure to shun the common error of confound-
ing Advent History, with that of the marriage. Keep both dis-
tinct, then they may both be compared. The ten virgins had 
literal lamps, and literally " went forth." Not so with Advent-
ists, yet.they had what is well compared to a lamp. Says Da- 

" Thy WORD is a LAMP into my feet, and a light unto my 
path:" Ps. cxix, 105. Those looking for the second-  coming 
of Christ did not literally go forth, yet the great movement pro-1 
duced by the proclamation that Christ would come in 1843, may 
Well be likened -to the ten virgins going forth with their lamps: 
This movement is also symbolized by the angel of Rev. xiv, 6,1 
7. 	But it is said that this movement represented by the going! 
forth of the ten virgins, commenced two hundred years ago.—
To this we reply, that our Lord is giving in Matt. xxiv, and 
Chap. xxv, 1-12, a connected history of the most important!  
events, with which the Christian Church was to be connected,) 
down to the Second Advent. Therefore the special signs cf. 
Christ's coming, in the sun, moon, end stars, must first takel 
place, and then be presented to the world, with other reasons, 
as evidences of the Advent near, before the movement repre-
sented by-  the going forth can take place. As the presentation 
of the signs, with other evidences, calls out the two classes cf 
servants, and produces the movement, the going forth in the 
parable must of necessiTy be applied to a period of time after 
the fulfillment of the predicted signs. Those who go back two 
-hundred years to commence the " midnight cry," as- they call 
it, the angel with the everlasting gospel, and the going forth, 
anust not only cast aside the Advent movement -with which we 
have been connected, but also the signs in the sun, mesa' and 
stars. Therefore it is.evident that the parable applies to the 
Advent movement with which we have been connected. The 
taking of lamps, and going forth in .the parable represents the 
effect that the judgment hour cry had on the Advent people, as 
they took to their Bibles, and with " the blessed hope" and joy-
ful expectation of soon seeing the King of glory, were moved 
far out from the spirit and interests of this world. 

" And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They that 
were foolish,took their lamps, end tool; no oil with them. But tile wise 
took °A in their vessels with their lamps. 

While the bridegroom tarried, they all sltttnbcred and slept." 

Real believers, and those in -the Advent ranks not having true 
faith,-have been called wise and j'oolish virgins. This is in. 
correct... Stich te"ms are confined to the history of the mar-
riage. &it that there has been in the Advent movement two 
classes manifested; whose character and acts well compare, and 
may he"' likened" to the character and acts of the foolish and 
wise virgins in the - parable is evident. _Those aepresented - by 
the wise, fully believed that Christ would come, they desired his 

'coming. The clais represented by the foolish who took no oil 
with them, only thought he was coming, and some of them fear-
ed that it might be so, but still loved this world too well to give 
it up, tbat .they might obtain true -faith. The , tarrying of the 
bridegroom, s also in the history of the marriage. We now in-
quire,' Has there been anything-  in Advent history that, can be. 
compared to this tarry? 

The first published time for the Second Advent was 1848, 
Jewish time. Cart-loads of books, written by Brn. Miller, Litch, 
Fitch, Storrs, Hale, Blissaand Many others, presenting the evi-
dences that Christ would clame.ih 1843, were-  scattered far 6,nd 
wide. And we had many reasons for supposing that these men 
fully believed what - they taught. But the Advent people were 
'o meet with a disappointment., The time passed, and they 
were humbled before the world. Some publicly; renounced the 
doctrine, but the majority followed down the track of prophecy, 
when, they saw a tarrying time. This tarry was taught in all 
the Advent papers in the land. Here we will give extracts from 
-lie " Advent Shield," lam. 1, pages 122-124, published in 
May, 1844. _This was a standard work for Advent believers, 
and presents the unanimous view taken of their true position at 
that time. 

" Having passed the point of the apparent termination of the pro,  
ohmic periods, we are nlaced in a position, which God foresaw his chil-
dren would be -placed in, at the end of the vision ; and for which he 
mode provision, by the prophet Habakkuk, (ii, 1-3,) when he says, 
" I will stand upon my tower. and will watch to see what he will say 
unto me; and what I shall answer when I am reproved," or as it reads in 
the margin "arold with." " And the Lord answered me and said, 
Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that 
readeth it. For the visine is yet for an appointed time," [the seven 
times,] " but at the end [of the prophetic periods] it shall speak and 
not lie : though it tarry," [beyond their apparent termination,] " w6tt 
fir it; because it will surely come," [in the fulness of the prophetic 
dines, beyond which.] " it will not tarry." 

That this admonition has reference to the present time is evident from 
Paul's quotation of it in Hebrews x, 36-39. " For ye have need of 
patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise. For vet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and 
will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith : but if any man draw 
mik, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them 
who draw back unto perdition ; but of them that believe to the saving of 
the soul." 

We believe that we are occnpying that period spoken of by our Sa-
viour, when the Bridegroom tarries—Matthew xxv, 5, to which the 
kingdom of heaven should he likeued when " that evil servant [there 
having been an apparent failure in the time] shall say in his heart, My 
lord delayeth his corning, and shall begin to smite his fellow servant; 
and to eat and drink with the drunken." 

That which was positively true, and acknowledged by the Advent 
'eely in 1844, has not become untrue by the passing of a few years.—
We choose to stand on the '• original faith." While the bridegroom in 
he parable tarried, the virgins all slumbered and slept. This striking-

ly represents the state of the Advent body after the first published time 
pissed. It was clearly seen that we were in the tarrying time, but how 
long it would be no one knew. In this state of uncertainty, without de- 
finite time, the Advent people es a body sunk into a dormant state, fitly 
represented by slumbering and sleeping. 

" And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh, go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose and trim-
med their lamps. Aud the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your 
eil, for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not 

lest there be not enough for us and you ; but go ye rather to them 
that sell, and buy for yourselves." 

Says an objector, " I do not believe that the midnight cry hi yet been 
given." Neither do we believe that the midnight 'cry has been heard by 
us, or that it ever will he. The cry- of Matt. xxv, 6, " Behold the 
bridegroom cometh," is in the history of an eastern marriage. But tititt 
a cry was given, and fully received by the entire Advent body in the au- 
tumn of 1814, that compares well with the midnight cry of the parable, 
should not Inc denied by those who had an experience in it. It came' in 
the right time. The cry of the parable immediately followed the..delay, 
end the slumbering and sleeping. This followed our delay, having been 
lisappointed. and reached our ears while in a dormant state. That cry 
.naked up the ten virgins, and led them to trim their lamps.. This, at-
:ended by the power of the Spirit, -aroused the Advent people, and led 
beau to search the Bible as never before, and to consecrate themselves 
Ind their worldly rsemessione wholly to the Lord. Those who gave the 
ay that the Lora would' c‘,,,le at 'the seventlemonth, 1844, clearly sew 
hat the prophetic. periods reached to.that time, therefore, the evidence 

that had been presented from the periods to prove that the Advent would 
to in 1843, proved that it would be in-1844, , We then saw an error its 
. hat manner of reekonitarewhich terminated the 2300 days in 1843. None 
,fthose-who wrote against the Advent saw it. The hand of Providenes 
covered the mistake until the time came for it to-be seen. The error was 
in taking 457 fail years from the 2300, whielileft 1843,-Without making 
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any account ot the traction of the year 457 a. c., that had passed, when 
the commandment went forth from which the 70 weeks are reckoned,1  
As it takes 457 full years and 1843, to make 2300, the fraction of thel 
year 457, B. c., that had passed when the 70 weeks commenced, Should 
he added to 1843, which brings the termination of the 2300 days in 1844. 
This point is made clear in the following testimony from the " Advent 
Herald " of Nov. 13, 1844. 

"Our minds were directed to that point of time, [1E43.] from the fee 
that dating the several prophetic periods from those years in which the: 
best chronologers assign the fulfillment of those events which were to 
mark their commencement, they all seemed to terminate that year. This 
was, however, only apparent. We date the seven times.' or 2590 
years, from the captivity of Manasseh, which is, with great unanimity, 
placed by chronologers B. c. 677. This date is the only one we have 
ever reckoned from, for the commencement of this period ; and sub-
tracting B. c. 67'7 from 9520 years there remained A. D. 1843. We, 
however, did not observe, that as it would require 677 full years B. c. 
and 1843 full years A. D. to complete 2590 year4i, that it would also 
oblige us to extend this period as far into A. D. 1844, as it !eight have 
commenced after the beginning of B. c. 677. The same was also true 
of the other periods. The great jubilee of 2450 years, commencing 
with the captivity of Jehoiakim B. c'. 607 ; and the 2300 days, com-
mencing with the 70 weeks n. c. 457, would respectively require 1843 
fell :years after Christ added to as many full years before Christ, as the 
years in which we have always respectively commenced each period, tol 
complete the number of years in each ; and as subtracting front each ,  
period the date B. c. of its coinmencem ant, there would remain A. D. 
1843, no reference whatever was made to the fraction of the year, which I I  
in each case, had transpired from its commencement, and which would] 
require that each period should extend as much beyond the expiration of 
A. D. 1813, as they respectively began after the commencement of thei 
year B. c. from which they are dated. 

While this discrepancy was not particularly noticed by us, it was also 
not noticed by any of our learned opponents. Amid all the arguments 
which were brought to bear against our position, no allusion was made 
to that point." 

The right application of 'Tab.. ii, 2, 3, was seen clearly by those who 
gave the seventh month message. The, Advent body then held that the 
publication of what is called the old chart was a fulfillment of the words 
of the Prophets, " Write the vision and make it plain upon tables."—
Reference to the different Advent papers published in 1844, will settle 
this point.—As time is connected with the visions of Daniel and John, 
the conclusion seems natural that their prophecies were the subject 
matter to be made " plain on tables," which was to he for "an appoint 

ed time." 
"Though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely conic, it will 

not tarry." Here is a seeming contradiction, which can only be cx 
plained by facts in our Advent experience. The period, 1843, was 
written upon the chart, as the apparent time of the termination of the 
2300 days ; but that, as was clearly seen in 1844, was not the real date 
of their termination. Thereihre the vision did not really tarry, but seem-
ed to tarry. "Though it tarry, [beyond the period of expectation.] wait 
for it,'' for at the real point of time fur the termination of the 2300 days, 
1844, the vision " will speak, and not lie.'' It is said that the message 

of the 7th month, 1844, was a " he," because Christ did not then come. 

True, the vision of 2300 days did not teach that Christ would then come, 
or that his coming would be at the end of the days; but we have the beet 
of evidence that the days, then ended, as was taught that they would end, 
by those who gave the message of the seventh month. The types of the 
law of Moses did not teach us that our Great High Priest would come 
out of the heavens, on the tenth day of the seventh month, 184-1, yet 
they, in connection with the 2300 days, clearly prove that Christ did then 
enter 'upon the work of cleansing the Heavenly Sanctuary. shadowed 
firrth by the tenth day atonement in the law. Such a change in the po-
sition of our Great High Priest, represented by the coming of the bride-
groom in the parable, was very properly, heralded by those who gave 
the seventh month message. Neither did the parable teach that the 
Lord would come at the point in our history where the midnight cry 
applied. We now see points in the parable that apply later in our ex-
perience;, yet before the Second Advent, such as the knocking. When 

giving the seventh month message the then future Beetles of trial were 
sealed up to us, and for our lives we could not see any Prophecy to be 

fulfilled prior to the Advent. 
The Advent people scripturally sought, and earnestly plead, for the 

" bread " of life in 1843, and we are loth to believe that our heavenly 

rather gave us a " stone," or that he gaveus a " scorpion" in 1844. 

Aix we fail to see bow it was possible for the Advent body to follow  

down the track of prophecy, without experie,ncing spell a movement as 
that of the autumn of 1844. The vision that had seemed to tarry then 
spoke. Let others call it " a lie." But we fully believe that then wati 
experienced the fulfillment of the words of the Prophet "at the end {of 
the 2300 days] it shall speak, and NOT LIE." True we were disap-
pointed as to the event. to take place, but that is no evidence that the 
movement was not in the order of the Lord, and a fulfillment of Proph-
ecy. Those that " cast their garments in the way," and cried " Ho-
sanna to the Son of David," as Jesus rode into Jen-a:rehire, entirely 
mistook the object of the first Advent, yet that display was all necessary 
to fulfill Zech. ix, 0. The Pharisees said, " Master, rebuke thy disci-
ples," Jesus answered," I tell you, that if these should hold their peace, 
the stones would immediately cry out." If such an exhibition should 
take place at this day, a thousand voices would be raised pronouncing it 
"Illiserurisni." Our "mistake," as it is called, at the seventh month, 
was of the same nature as that of the disciples. They had an opportu-
nitshof learning the object of the first Advent. Adventists have a chance 
to learn the events that in order precede the Second Advent. No dotlt 
but many who joined in the general shout of " Hosanna to the Son of 
David," were afterwards ashamed of it, and perhaps made their " con-
fession" to the Pharisees. Adventists should not be ashamed of the 

very experience that called them from the world and churches, and has 
made there Adventists. Consistency requires them to own their expe-
rience, or give up the Advent name. 

Jesus did not rebuke the shouting multitude. He.sliowed the neces-
sity for their giving vent to their joy, yet they were not to realize their 
expectations. He did not rebuke us for giving the seventh month cry,-
He blessed us abundantly in proclaiming it, though we were to be dis-
appointed. Here we \di' give sextracts front the " Advent Herald" for 
Nov. 13, 1644, J. V. Humes, S. Bliss, and A. Hale, Editors, which 
give the right view of the seventh month me vcinent. 

" The alarm was everywhere made ; the cry was every where given, 
And again we can see that God was with us. It was a soul-purifying 
work ; and the children of God bowed themselves in his presence, and 
received blessings to their souls, unprecedented in the history of the 
Advent cause. And yet we are disappointed—the day eassjd away 
and we were still here.' 

"And we regard it as another. and a more SEARCHING TEST, 
than the first proclamation of the time. It has seaeched Jerusalem as 
with candles; and it has purged out the old leaven. It has tested the 
hearts of all who heard it, and awakened a love fin- the Lord's appear-
ing or it has called forth a hatred, more or less perceivable, het known 
to God, of his coining. It has drawn a line, and awakened sensibilities, 
so that those who will examine their own hearts, may koow on which 
side of it they would have been found, had tire Lord come—whether 
they would have exclaimed, Lo, this is our God, we have waited fel-
hiM and lie will save us ; or whether they would have milled to ti e 
rocks and mountains to fitll on them to hide them from the thee of 	m  
that sitteth on the throee, and from the wrath of the Lamb. God thus,  
as  we believe, has tested his people, has tried their faith, has proved 
them, and seen whether they would shrink, in the hour of trial. front 
the position in which He might see fit to place them ; and whether they 
is mild relinquish this world cad rely with implicit confidence,  in the 
word of Cmi. An:I we as much behove that we have done the will t f 
God in thus sonnslinq the alarm, as we believe that Jonah did when t e 
entered into Nineveh a day s journey, and cried, saying, vet forty 
:lays and Ninorah shall be. overthrown.. 1,  mevah was not then over-
ibrown ; nor has the Lord yt t wrooeht deliverance in the mirth, or the 
inhabitants of the world fellen. Was Jonah a false trephet when he 
preached tile time of Nineveh's destruetion I No ; he hau telly preaeit-
ed the preaching that God had bid him." 

" The preaching of .Jonah served as a test to the inhabitants of Nine-
vale and accomplished God's prapcses, as much as it would have done 
bed the city narished. So we believe that Tuts LAST CRY HAS 
BEEN A TEST ; and- that with our views of dirty, we should as much 
have sinned against God, had we refrained from giving, that message 
as Jonah did when he ruse up to flee unto Tarehish from the preseueo 
of the Lord ;' that we should as much have sinned, had we refused to 
give heed to it, as the Ninovites would, in refusing to repent at Ids 
preaching; and that all who are angry that we have preached a time 
which has not been realized, are as guilty as Jonah was, When ire was 
angry and prayed to the Lord to take his life from hint, -because .God 
had seared that emu city ; and they may well ask themselves as God 
asked Jonah, Doest thou welt to ha angry 	Wohns have an instance 
on record where Ged has justified the treadling of time, almet4;tome 
event did not occur as predicted." 

" We have, also, in the ease of Abraham, wilco ha withhold not his 
only son, an instance where God alone designed to try the faith of his 
servant. Whoa he was commanded to get him to Mount Moriah, and 
to offer up Isaar me burnt oehring, it was his duty to obey (.4)4 to act 
in accordance Vitli`iiis belief - had Abraham Monied to inquire if ire 
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might not after all be mistaken, he would have sinned ; but, believing fast and not loose the lesson received in the seventh month cry, thous-
God, and accounting that he was able to raise him even from the dead, ands, doubtless, would have been kept from the spirit of the World, and 
he laid his only son upon the altar and stretched forth the knife in his 'uld now have living faith in the coming of Christ, who have given up 
hand to slay him. God thus having tested him and proved his faith, 	, hope. But when the " Herald," and " Voice of Truth," changed 
Spared him the offering ; for,' said God, now I know that thou fearestl their  

• their position, gave op the past work of God, and many of the leaders 
pronounced the seventh month movement the result of " mesmerism," 
the Advent body was shaken well nigh to pieces. It was said at the 
Albany Continence in 1845, " The seventh month movement prodused 

" And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and they that 
were ready, went in with him to the marriage, and the door was shut." 

The fimlish asking for oil, when the midnight cry was given in the 
parable, we think represents the inquiries fur light made by those who 
were half-hearted, and were moved with fear only at the proclamation 
of the seventh month message. Bet the five wise virgins, in the history 
of the marriage, had none to spare. They directed the foolish to go and 
buy. This strikingly illustrates our position, and the nature of our 
message in giving the cry. The time had then come when one could 

i not depend upon:  another. Each of those who heard the cry must have 

	

la living experience of his own. 	Go to God fur yourself for light," 
was a common reply to those who asked for it. 

" And while they went to buy the bridegroom came," &c. Here it 
may bo asked if we believe that the bridegroom came in 1844. To thin 
we answer, No, we do not. The coming of the bridegroom was in the 
history of the eastern marriage, which must be kept distinct from Ad-
vent history. But that an event connected with Advent history, which 
may be " likened " to the coming of the bridegroom in the parable has 
taken plane, we will show. 

The 2300 days was the main pillar of the Advent theory. At their 
termination the Sanctuary was to be cleansed. It was ieferred that the 
cleansing of the Sanctuary was the burning of the world at the second 
tensing of Christ. And we understood Dan. viii, 14, as though it read 
Unto 2300 days, then Christ will come, and at his coming the earth, 
sanctuary, will be renovated and made new. That the 2300 days corn-
nenced s. c. 457, was made clear in 18V TR44, and has since been 
iettled in the " Herald " of 1850 and 1851, beyond a doubt. It has 
,eon shown that Christ was crucified A. n.31, in the midst [middle] of the 
:0th week, therefore the 70 weeks terminated in the autumn of A. D. 34, 
old the 2300 diets consequently terminated in the autumn of 1844. Sec 
No. 2 of the .• Review and Herald." 

But Christ did not some at the end of the days, and the earth remains 
dichanged. Therefore we shall do well to search more carefully, and 
ee if the earth, or the land of Canaan is the Sanctuary. Only three 
exts [Ex. xv, 17 ; Ps. lxxviii, 54 ; Isa. 	18] have been quoted to 
rove that the earth, or the land of Canaan is the Sanctuary, and when 
hey are compared with their connection, they really disprove the point 
hey are said to prove. See No. 4 of the " Review and Herald."— 
tlso, the articles on the Sanctuary by 0. R. L. Crosier, in the pamph-
et, " Advent Review," pages 37-48, and No. 10 of the " Review 
nd Herald." 
As the 2300 days reach down into the gospel dispensation, we should 

eek the signification of the Sanctuary to be; cleansed at their end, from 
he New Testament. Paul has written a commentary upon the typical 
aw, and has shown us clearly klie true Sanctuary in heaven that has ta-
oen the place of the earthly, the only thing that can properly he called 

God's Sanctuary in the gospel dispensation. We will here ekiote from 
his epistle to the Hebrews. 

" Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, 
and a worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabetuacle made; the first 
wherein was the.candlestick, and the table, and the spew-bread ; which 
scalled the sanctuary. And after the seeped veil, the tabernacle which 
s called the holiest of all ; which had the golden censer. and the ark of 
die covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden 
tot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the 
swenant, And over it the cheruhirns of glory shadowing the tnereyss 
seat.; of which we esnnnt now week oarthedarly. New when these 
hingerWere thus ordained; thePriests went:always into the first tabernas 

A 	 ic s, accomplishing the servo of God : But into the second went the 
sigh priest alone once every year "—Chap. ix, 1-7, 

" Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum : We have 
heir an high priests who is set on the right, hand.of the throe of the 
\'Iajesty in the heavenee a 'minister of the Sanctuary, and of the true 
shernaele, which the Lord pitched and not man  • 	For if he wee 
m earth, he should rititire a, priest. [Here is positive'proof that Christ's 

2riesthoodAvas not fulfilled on-earth at the time-of the liret advent, hat, 

The " erald " for Oct 30, says,—" At first the definite time was mesmerism seven feet deep'.'' 

od, seeing thou hest not withholden thy son, thine only von from me. 
No one will say that Abraham was mistaken in helievines that he was to 
slay his son ; but God chose this very way to test his faith. Even so do 
we believe that God permitted the preaching of this last time fur the 
same pure respecting his children now, to test their fhith. 

generally opposed ; but there seemed to he an irresistible power attend-
ing its proclamation, which prostrated all befiire it. It swept over the 
land with the velocity of a tornado, and it reached hearts in different and 
distant places almost simultaneously, and in a manner which can be ac-
counted for only on the supposition that GOD WAS IN IT. It produ-
ced everywhere the most deep searching of heart and hemiliation of soul 
before the God of high heaven. It caused a weaning of affections from 
the things of this world—a healing of controversies and animosities--a 
confession of wrongs—a breaking down before God, and penitent, bro-
ken hearted supplications to him fier pardon and acceptance. It caused 
self abasement and prostration of soul, such as we never before witness-
ed, 

The lecturers among the Adventists were the last to embrace the 
views of the time, and the more prominent ones came into it lust of all. 
It seemed not to be the work of men, but to be brought about against 
the will of men. The several Advent papers came into the view only 
at a late hour : and this paper was the last to raise its voice in the 
spread of the cry. For a long time we were determined to take no part. 
in the movement, either in opposition or in the advocacy of it. We af-
terwards endeavored to point out what we considered to be a few inac-
curacies in the arguments used, but which did not materially affect the 
result. It was not mail within about two weeks of the commencement 
of the seventh month, that we were particularly impressed with time pro• 
pees of the movement—when we had such a view of it, that to oppose 
it, or even to remain silent longer, seemed to us to be opposing the 
work of the Holy Spirit , and in entering upon the work with all our 
Souls, we could but exclaim, ' What were we, that we should resist 
God?' It seemed to us to have been so independent of human agency. 
that we could but regard it as a fulfillment of the • midnight cry.' aim,  
the tarrying of the bridegroom, and the slumbering and sleeping 
the virgins, when they were all to arise and trim their lamps. And this 
last work seems to have been done ; for there has never been a time be-
fore when the respective Advent bands were in so good a state of pre-
paredness for the Lord's coming." 

"In view of all the circumstances attending this movement, the bless-
ed effect it has produces on the minds of Gods children, and the hatred 
and malice his enemies have displayed, we must still regard it as the true 
midnight cry. And if we have a few days in which to try our faith, it 
is still in accordance with the parable alto ten virgins fim when the} 
had all arisen and trimmed their lamps, there was still to he a time 
when the lamps of the foolish virgins would be gone out. This milt 
not be without a passing by of the loth day ; for till that time their 
lamps would burn. There must, therefore, he a passing by of that day. 
for the foolish to give up their faith, as there must of 1843, for the tar-
rying time." 

Says the" Voice of Truth," Nov. 7, 1844,—" We cheerfully admit 
that we ,have been mistaken in the nature of the event we expectee 
would occur on the tenth day of the seventh month ; butt we cannot vet 
admit that our Great High Priest did not on that very day, AU OM-
PUSH ALL THAT TILE TYPE WOULD JUSTIFY -US TO EX-
PECT. WE NOW BELIEVE HE DID." 

" We think the parable ofthe ten virgins clearly tells where we are. 
The proclamation of the tenth day of the seventh month, the believe was 
the midnight cry, when all, not a part, of the virgins arose and trimmed 
their lamps. This work continued until the tenth day passed." 

Testimonies of this kind can be given to great length from the pens of 
Miller, Marsh, Cook, Brown, Mansfield, Fassett, Needham, Porter, 
Shipman and others; but what we have given shows the faith of tht 
Advent tardy in the seventh month cry, a short time after the time pass- 
ed. 	We do not, by any menus, base our faith on their testimony ; we 
give it only to show that our_ present position relative to the cry in the 
parables  is theeame -as was held by the entire body of Advent brethrer: 
when God was with theme  when they were united, and manifested tits 
spirit of the gospel. 

Says the "Herald" for Nov. 6, 1844,--.." Let each and all see to I -
'that the lesson, wa have received be not lost upon us. ' Let Its hold fas,  
that onto which we have attained. Let none go hack, nor look hack — 
,Remember.Let's wife. ,Deep low in the valley of humiliation, at tie 
OA of the cross, Let no man-draw back unto perdition. Now is th 
trying moniene. Persevere a little longer and all will be gained. GI 
back nmy, and all is Jolt." 

Such excellent advice as the above, cheered the drooping 'spirits of' 
the disappointed; yet waiting saints who .had consecrated all for th 
itinigain. Had the "Herald" continued to exhort the brethren to hold 
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that it was to be fulfilled iii heaven, after hie ascension,] seeing that • raonot." Says Paul," The law having a shadow of good things to  

there.
thee are priests that offer gifts according to the law. Who serve, sto cora2, and not the very images of the things." It was not possible that 

mple and shadow of HEAVENLY THINGS, as Musts was 	. 
servien of the, earthly Sanetuair should be the '• very image " of sdrnonished of God when he wae about to make the tubernaele; for es 

(saith he) that thou make all Minos according to the pattern shewed 	tlryt`-' • the  ho'veoly. but Ci nearly 50 as a shadow corresecnds to  the  
thee io the meant."—Chapter viii, 1.-5. 	snlistanee. There Is this difihrenes. The priests officiated in this daily' 

The " pattern " that was shown to Moses in the Moust wvs the ministration in the Holy, for 363 days, then a change took place in the 

"True Tabernacle," or Sanctuary in heaven, of which Christ was to.  services of the worldly Sanctuary. The biell priest entered the Most 

be a Minister or Priest in the gospel .dispensat ion. Did sissy,  ob.''  Holy, on the tenth day of the seventh month, and on that day made an 

God and follow the " pattern ?'' If he did, then we have to erwhehn•! atonement for the cleansing of the emetsary. This change was yearly. 
ing evidence that the type is a perfect guide to the substance. the heav-:,But no such change was to take place in the services of the heavenly 

enly things. themselves. It will lead us to a correct view of the priest- Sanctuary until the end of 2300 prophetic days. " Unto 2300 days, 

hood of Christ in the heavenly Sanctuary, 	 then shall the Sanctuary be cleansed," said the angel to Daniel. The 

The place for the " candlestick " in. the typical Sanctuary was the !slaying of beasts in the law was repeated daily and yearly ; but Christ 

Holy Place. See Heb. ix, 2. John had a view of Christ A a. 1,6. a was slain but once. The daily atonement was continued only 364 days 

Priest in the Holy Plane of the heavenly Sanctuary. He says: 	•before the services of the earthly Sanctuary changed, and the tenth day 

tarn- 
atonement for the cleansingof the Sanctuary was introduced. But in 

" And 1 tusned to see the voice that snake with me. And heing, tarn- ,  
e priesthood of Jesus Christ, hie continual intercessions in the i 	 Holy ed, I saw seven golden candlesticks ; f" And thou shalt make. the seven , t he  

lamps thereof: and they shall light the lamps thereof, &c."—Ex. xxv, 'Place of the heavenly Sanctuary, were to continue more than 1800 
37;] And in the midst of the seven candlesticks, one like unto the Son !years, down to the end of the 2300 days, [years.] which was the autumn 
of man, clothed with a garment clown to the foot."—Rev. i, 12, 13. 	!lof 1841, when a change was to take place in his mediation. He could 

The only place for the Ark of the covenant in the typical Sancluary!Ino longer he a " Minister " in the Holy Place for all the world, as he 

was in the Most Holy Place, within the second wail. This roost sweet ,had been for more than 1800 years, for the time had come for the hear-

place is called the " tabernacle of the testimony." The Most Holy Henly Sanctuary to be cleansed. Jesus, therefore, on the tenth dasi of 
Place of the heavenly Sanctuary was to be opened under the sounding ' the seventh month 1814, at the end of the 2300 days, having closed his 
of the seventh angel, just before the Second Advent, and the Ark of the ,Muadiation for all the world, must pass into the Most Holy Place, within 
covenant was then to be seen by the church. The eleventh chapter ofr !the second "ail, or into that apartment of the " Temple of God in heat. 
Revelation gives the events under the sounding of the seventh angel. 	" called the tabernacle of the teslihzony." "Testimony" here means 
One is as follows: 	 the ten commandments, which in the typical Sanctuary were placed in 

" And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen the " Holiest of all." This change in the position of our Great High 
-in his temple the ark of his testament."—Rev. ix. 19. 	 1 1Priett, is illustrated by, and may well be " likened" to the coming of 

" And after that I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle ofi the bridegroom in the parable of the ten virgins. The priesthood of 
the testimony in heaven was opened."—Rev. xv, 5. 

Christ is "unchangeable" in this respect, it does not pass from him to 
Thus we have sufficient proof that the distinct Holies, furniture and another as did the Levitical priesthood ; but that a change was to take 

holy vessels of the heavenly Sanctuary exist, as really as did those of 

the earthly. When Moses received instructions how to make even the 

golden tongs and snuff-dishes, the Lord said to him, " And look that 

thou make them after their pattern, which was shown thee in the mount." 

Ex. xxv, 38-40. 
The earthly Sanctuary was cleansed on the tenth day of the seventh 

month, at the end of 364 days. That cleansing was not because the 

Sanctuary of itself was unclean, but " because of the uncleanness of the 

children of Israel, and because of their transgressions in all their sins." 

Lev. xvi, 16. The heavenly Sanctuary, for the same reason, was to be 

cleansed at the end of the 2300 days. Says Paul,— 

"But Christ being come a high priest of good things to come, by a 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands." " It was 
therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be 
purified with these ; hut the heavenly things themselves with better sac-
tifices than these."—Hob. ix, 11, 23. 

In the typical law there were two atonements. One was for the for-

giveness of sins, while the priests only entered the Holy; and to make 

it, they could enter that apartment " always," or daily. The other was 

the yearly atonement for the cleansing of the Sanctuary, while the high 

priest alone entered the " Holiest of all." It was on the tenth clay of 
the seventh month. On that day a change took place in the services of 

the Sanctuary. " The tabernacle of the testimony " of the earthly 

Sanctuary, that had been closed for 364 days, was on that day opened. 

While speaking of the priests who officiated in the worldly Sanctuary, 

the Apostle says: 

"Who serve unto the EXAMPLE and SHADOW of HEAVENLY 

THINGS, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to 

make the tabernacle : for, See (saith he) that thou make all things ac-

cording to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount."—Heh. viii, 5. 
Here let it beiclearly understood that the services connected with the 

two atonements of the law, were an " example and shadow of heavenly 

things," that is, the heavenly things, or priesthood of Jesus Christ, the 

substance or body, cast its shadow back into the Jewish age. And to 

make it still more sure that the services of the earthly Sanctuary, the 

"shadow," were framed from the then future services of the heavenly 

Sanctuary, the "good things to come," the Apostle adds, that when 

Moses was about to make the tabernacle, he was charged to " make 

ALL THINGS according to the pattern shewed" to him " in the  

place in his position and ministration, at the end of the 2300 days, is 

clear. 

It is said that the view that Adventists have fulfilled the parable .of 

Matt. xxv, 1-12, leads to spiritualism. This may be true ; but take 
notice, this is not our position. The coming of the bridegroom is in the 

history of the marriage. Our position is, that a change has taken place 

in the position and work of our literal High Priest in the literal Sanc-
tuary in heaven, which is to he compared to the comities of the bride-

groom in the marriage. This view is a perfect safeguard against spir-

itualism. We not only believe in a literal Jesus, who is a "Minister 

of the Sanctuary," but we also believe that the Sanctuary is literal.—

And more, when John says that he saw " one like the Son of man " " in 

the midst of the seven candlesticks," that is, in the Holy Place, we 

know not how to make the candlestick spiritual, and the Son of man 

literal. We therefore believe that both are literal, and that John saw 

Jesus while a " Minister •' in the Holy Place. John also had a view of 

another part of the Sanctuary, which view applies to the time of the 

sounding of time seventh angel. He says, "The temple of God was 
opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ARK OF HIS 

TESTAMENT." Rev. xi, 19. Also, " The tabernacle of the testi-
mony was opened in heaven." Chap. xv, 5. This being an event to 

take place under the sounding of the seventh angel. it could be fulfilled 

at no other time than at the end of the 2300 days. The Most Holy, con-

mining the Ark of the ten commandments, was then opened for our Great 

High Priest to enter to make atonement for the cleansing of the Sanctu-

ary. If we take the liberty to say there is not a literal Ark, containing 

the ten commandments in heaven, we may go only a step further and 

deny the literal'City, and the literal Son of God. Certainly, Advent-

ists should riot choose the spiritual view, rather titan the one we have 

presented, We see no middle ground to be taken. 

" And they that were ready, went in with him to the marriage."—

The inquiry is often made, How did true believers go in with Christ to 

the marriage in 1844? To this we reply, the going in, and shut door, 

is in the history of the marriage. The tett virgins had literal lamps, 

literally walked forth, and the " wise" went in with the bridegroom, 

nd a literal door was shut. Not so in Advent history. Those there-
ore who contend that the going in must be literally fulfilled by the 

saints entering the New Jerusalem, or some other place, should oleo 
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m Ike the 1.1.nps, going forth, and knozdting, literal. At the seventh 

months 1844, we were called out from the world. At the tenth, our 
sympathy was wholly with the expected Jesus. Previous to this, W 
were warning the world with tears to be ready for the Lord's coming ; 
but on that day, or about that time, our labor for unbelievers rolled off 
from us, and au unseen hand drew us away from the world, and shut us 
up in sweet communion with Jesus. The thrilling testimonies of lead 
ing brethren, published after the tenth, and the experience of the entire 
body of Advent brethren establish this point. The church of Christ, 
since the day of pentecost, has not experienced sti-  sudden and so great a 
change in labor aed feeling, as Adventists experienced in 1844. A few 
days before the tenth of the seventh month, thousands were running to 
and fro, giving the cry, and papers containing the message were scat-
tered everywhere, like the leaves of autumn. But -about the tenth, ev- 
ery Advent paper was stopped, and the traveling brethren returned to 
their homes feeling that they had given their last message to the world. 
The state of feeling throughout the entire body of Advent brethren can 
be accounted for in no other way, than that a change then took place in 
the position of the '' vine," [Jesus,] and the living " branches" felt it. 
And as he ceased to plead for the world, and moved within the second 
vat], the living branches were called away from the world, and their 
sympathy was with Jesus, and with each other. 

This well compares with the wise virgins in the parable going in to 
the marriage. We might here remark also that on the day of atone- 
ment for cleansing the earthly Sanctuary, the high priest bore into the 
Holiest, upon the breast-plate of judgment, the names of all Israel that 
could be benefited by the tenth day atonement. Thus our High Priest 
bore in, on the tenth day of the seventh month, 1844, all that had not re• 
jetted light and truth sufficient to be cut off from Israel. In this way 
the branches were borne in with the Vine. 

" And the door was shut:" This also was a literal door in the mar-
riage, and was designed to illustrate an important event connected with 
Advent histor /, which we have already referred to in our remarks upon 
the coming of the bridegroom, and the going in with him to the mar-
riage. Christ, the " Minister of the Sanctuary, and of the True Tab-
ernacle," was to officiate in the anti-typical daily ministration, until the 
termination of the 2300 days. Then that work for the world was to 
cease forever ; end he was to pass within the second wail, and enter up-
on the work of cleansing the Sanctuary, This subject is made very 
clear by the following, addressed to the church of brotherly love. 

" And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write ; These things 
faith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he 
that OPENETH. and no man SHUTTETH ; and SHUTTETH, and 
no man OPENETH : I know thy works; behold, I have SET BE—
FORE THEE AN OPEN DOOR, AND NO MAN CAN SHUT 
IT; ,for thou hest a little strength, and hest kept my word, and hest 
met denied my name." 
„This language is addressed to only one church of the seven. Ad-

ventists have agreed in applying them to seven periods, or states of the 
church. - This language does not apply to the Sardis, [nominal cherch,] 
neither to the Laodicean church ; but to the Philadelphia, the church of 
Brotherly Love, that came out of the different sectarian bodies, and 
were united in the Advent faith in 1844. All denominational tenets 
were laid aside, and although the Advent brethren came out from the 
different sects, yet all were perfectly united on the great subject of 
Christ's coming. To this church, one door is opened, while another is 
shut. " Behold, I set before thee an open. door." Thie door Christ 
opens, while he. shuts -another. As the Philadelphia church applies to 
HO other period than the-time of the termination of the 23G0 days, when 
Christ closed his work for the world' in the-Holy, and opened the door 
of the " Holiest -of all," the conclusion seems irresistible that the open 
and shut door of Rev. iii, 7, 8, refers to the change in the position and 
work of our Great High Priest in the heavenly Sanctuary. He then 
closed the work or," door" of the daily ministration in the Holy, and 
opened the door of the Most Holy. " The tabernacle of the testimony" 
was then opened ; but before this could- be done, the " door," or work 
of Christ's continual mediation in the Holy had to be closed. This may 
well be" likened "--to the shut door in the parable. 

The idea that :the deer of God's mercy is closed, or ever was to be 
closed to these who do not-reject -the offers of mercy, is not found in the 
Bible. No such dear is mentioned in ,Scripture. ,Hut that there ever 
has been a point, beyond which men may go, where,.adeording to the 
plan a salvation, the intercession of Christ could trot benefit there)  i 

evident. The Jewish church, having rejected and condemned Chriet,. 
could not be benelited by his mediation in the Holy. The nominal 
Gentile church, as a body, having rejected the Second Advent, cannot 
be benefited by his intercessions in the Most Holy. 

Says the objector, "I believe that Jesus is still on the mercy-seat." 
To this we reply, that Jesus never was on the mercy-seat, and never 
will he. The place for the mercy-seat is over the Ark containing the 
ten commandments, in the Most Holp.Place. Jesus did not enter that 
apartment till the end of the 2300 days, much more, take his position 
upon the mercy-seat. This is one step further than we can possibly go. 
We do believe, however, that JesuS entered the "tabernacle of the testi- 

mony" at the end of the 2300 days, and now stands before the mercy-
seat, pleading his blood before the Father, in our be'talf. There he 
stands an intercessor between the Father and the scattered members of 
his body, ready to pour salvation and mercy on those who zealously re-
pent of their backslidings, turn to God with the whole heart, and re-
ceive the present truth. Oh, may God wake up the Laodieeans, and 
sad them by the power of his Spirit and truth to the open door, which 
presents to our view Jesus in the Holiest, standing beside the Ark of 
the ten commandments. Amen. 

" Afterward come also the other virgins, saying, Lord, lord, open to 
us. But he answered and said, Verily, I say you, I know you 
not." 

The wise virgins in the history of the marriage, entered in, and a lit- 
eral door was shut, and the foolish came to that shut door, fully expeCt-
ing to enter. Our Saviour has shown us the application or this portion 
of the parable in the following text. 

" When once the Master of the house is risen up and hath shut to the 
door, and ye begin to stand without and to knock at the door, Saying, 
Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I 
know you not whence ye are,"—Luke xiii, 25. 

The foolish, in the parable, knocked at a literal door. Christ has 
shown us that the cry " Lord, Lord," after the Master of the house 
[Jesus] should rise up [from his mediation for the world in the Holy] is 
the event connected with Advent history, that may be " likened" unto 
it. It is evident that the five foolish, in the parable, fully expected to 
enter. If not. they were indeed foolish to come and seek admission, 
when they knew they could not enter. Those who say " Lord, Lord," 
and seek the presence and favor of God, after Jesus rises up from his 
mediation in the Holy Place, are laboring under a similar deception.—
This leads us to a brief examination of the nature of the knocking.—
Said Jesus,— 

" Asir, and it shall be given you, see:, an 1 ye snail find, 
KNOCK, and it shall be opened unto you."—Matt. vii, 7. 

The word knock, in this text represents earnest and urgent cries and 
entreaties for the presence and favor of God, such as ever have been ne-' 
cessarrin the conversion of, men from sin to holiness. It is evident 
that the knocking, after Jesus has risen up from his mediation in the 
Holy, is of the same nature. But those who thus "knock " and say, 
"Lord, Lord," and seek the favor of God, are evidently under a simi-
lar deception to that of the five foolish, who expected admission after 
the door was shut. not to he opened. If this position is correct, then the 
knocking will appear very much like the work of God in past time; there-
thre, we may expect to see what the churches and Adventists who have 
gone back with them, call reformations. This is strikingly taught in 
the following testimony from the Prophet: 

"They shall go with their flocks anti with their herds to seek the 
Lord ; [a mediator for all the world, in the Holy :1 but they shall not 
find him; he bath withdrawn himself [to the Most Holy] from them.—
They have dealt treacherously against the Lord, for they have begotten 
STRANGE CHILDREN ; [apparent converts,] now shall a month devour 
them with their portions."—Hosea v, 8., 7. 

- Those who refuse to follow down the track of Prophecy, so as to learn 
the present position and work of our Great High Priest, will "knock," 
or seek the Lord as a Minister in the Holy, where he is not. Terefore 
they will not find him, and his present intercessions in the Most Holy 
Place will not benefit them, any more than the blood of beasts, and the 
services of the priests in the wordly Sanctuary benefited the Jewish na-
tion, after Christ ascended on high, a Minister of the " True Taberna- 
cle" in heaven. Hid the Jews believed John and Christ, and then fol-
lowed down the track of Prophecy to the day of Pentecost, they would• 
have received the Holy Ghost, that was then poured out, which aignifii 
ed that the Way 'of the heavenly Sanctuary vasthen_ opened, 



yourselves like mit() meet that wait for their Lord, when he will RE- 
closing in the great day of wrath, at the point of time when men will be,  I TURN FROM THE WEDDING." Luke xii,  35, 30, 
made to know that the door is shut. 	 The marriage of the king's son [Matt. xxii, 1-14,] was designed to 

We have now gone through with the history of the marriage, and ,illustrate the same as the parable of the ten virgins, though its applica-
have seen that it compares well with Advent history. And that all the Lion may embrace more. There was a period in the marriage of  the  

events in Advent history, that were fo be "likened" to the correspond- king's  son, when the king came in to examine the guests He found 
o ing events in the marriage, are in the past, excepting the knocking, one destitute of a wedding garment, who was hound hand and foot, and  

which applies Lot only to the past and present, ,hut more especially to cast out.  Now this is an important portion of the parable, and has a  

Satan's last hour of deception and triumph, that is just before us. We say, direct application, as well as the other parts of it. But it is perfectly 

therefore, that the time has come for the fulfillment of our Saviour's impossible to make any application of it to the view of the marriage, 

that the church is the bride, and that the marriage takes place at, or 

after the Second Advent. For it cannot be supposed that Christ, at his 

second coming, would take any to himself, into the air, or into the City, 
who were unprepared, and upon examination would be found destitute 

of what may he represented by a wedding garment, and have to be cast 

out into the earth again! But apply .the marriage where it should be 

applied, to the preparatory scenes of the coming of the Son of man, 

and all is clearly understood. 

As we are now in the time of the marriage, we may expect a mes-

sage to he given, that will test and try those who have been called out 

But it may be said that those represented by the foolish virgins will 

not knock until Christ comes, or not until they know that the door is 

shut against them. To this we reply, that as the foolish in the parable 

expected admission, so will those who knock after the Master of the 

house is risen up. This seems very necessary that one should be "com-
pared " with the other. Also, the Bible teaches that men will not say, 

" Lord, Lord, open unto us," when Christ comes, or when they know 

that the door is shut. Their only desire and object will then be to flee 

and hide from his presence. Those who knock say, " Lord, Lord, 

OPEN UNTO US.'' They desire his presence. But when they are 

apprised of their real condition, their cry will be, "Mountains and rocks 

fall on us, and HIDE US FROM the face of him that sitteth on the 

throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb." Those who can make the 
words, " hide 111 from," &c. mean "open nnto us," will probably still 

apply the knocking to the future, after men know that they are lost.—

But Scripture and reason teach that the knocking should be applied toi  

the period of time beginning at the end of the .2300 days, in 1844, and' 
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to the bride, on such a weak in Greece, v, melt con tredehs the plain testi-

mony of John. Rev. xxi, 9, 10. 

Christ is the" everlasting Father'' of his people, [Isa. ix, 6,] tl.e 

New Jerusalem the mother, [Gal. iv, 26.] and the members of th 

church of Christ are the children. Soon the whole family in heaven 

and in earth will be gathered. The view that the church is the bride of 

Christ, not only unites by marriage, the father with the children, but the 

bridegroom with the guests. It should here he understood that the vir• 

gins in the parable were not the bride. They represent the church, 

while the bride represents the New Jerusalem, the Lamb's wife. This 

fact being understood, we may now see that the marriage of the Lamb 
takes place in heaven, where the bride is, before he comes to call forth 
the sleeping saints, and to change the living righteous. For when he 

comes, be does not come to the wedding, but returns from the. wedding. 
Says Jesus : 

" Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning, and ye 

words, " THEN shall the kingBom of heaven be likened unto ten vir-

gins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom," 

&c. 	Now they can be compared, for the events of both are history.— 

May the servants of the Lord be endowed with meekness and heavenly 

wisdom, so as to compare the two in such a manner that the scattered 

flock may see their present position, and be ready to hail with joy the 

King of glory, " when he shall return from the wedding." 

But it may be asserted that the church is the bride of Christ, and that 

the marriage cannot take place till Christ comes to earth to take his peo- 

heaven from God." Rev. xxi 9, 10. 

it not as easy to credit the testimony of the beloved disciple, when 

and shewed me that Great City, the Holy Jerusalem, descending out of 

plain testimony of the Bible. If you object to that, we can say nothing 

him the bride? Let John answer. 

Holy Jerusalem." But, says an objector, " It will take a great deal to 

the church is the bride of Christ. One positive testimony is worth more. losing their garments in this trying time, in which the saints were to 
on this point, or any other, than a hundred inferences. But what did wait for the return of the Lord from the wedding, then there would have 

to help you. Do be reconciled with the word of God. But, really, is 

he testifies that the Holy Jerusalem is the bride of Christ, as that 

bride, and if he showed him the church, then it is forever settled that guests are now being examined. If there had been no danger of some 

the angel show to John in fulfillment of his promise that he would show 

make me believe that a City, made of different hinds of stone is the 

bride of Christ.. Let me say, my brother, your objection is against the 

thing we wish to understand. The angel promised to show John the Bove that the third angel's message is just such a test, by which the 

st this time as we should be glad to, and answer every objection, but from the world and churches, by those messages that brought them to  

"( will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife." Well, this is the very pare with the examination of the guests in the marriage. And we be_ 

ple to himself. We have not space to take up the subject of the bride 

will present a very few ideas. Said the Angel to John, " Come hither, the time of the marriage in 1814. The work of this message will corn- 

" And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, 

Then instead of the bride being the church, it is the " Great City, the 

reasonable objections and inquiries relative to it. 	 W. 

teresting subject for the present, and may God add his blessing. 

will discover many defects we shall, however, be happy to answer all 

the man destitute of a wedding garment. We must now leave this in- 

their faith, are represented by the wise virgins. Such had their names 

been no need of the caution. " Blessed is he that watcheth, and keep-

eth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame." Rev. 

xv, 15. Those who have drawn " back," we fear " to perdition," 

have been improperly called foolish virgins. It seems evident that 

those who realty believed the Lord's coming in 1844, and acted out 

borne in with Christ to the marriage. But their state is represented by 

We have hastily written out this subject, and doubtless our readers 

of Paul that the New Jerusalem is the mother of the church 	Says 

Paul ; " But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of 

us all." Gal. iv, 28. It may also be said, that it is hard to believe 

that a literal city of stones is the mother of the church. But Advent-

ists should not be "slow of heart" to believe Bible testimony. 

The Ltrinciple Scripture brought to prove that the church is the bride 

of Christ, is Eph. v, 22-33. But it should first be particularly no-

ticed, that Paul's subject is the duty of husband and wife. The union 
that should exist between them is strikingly illustrated by the union that 

exists between Christ and the church. But the Apostle does not inti-

mate that the church is the bride of Christ. Those who use this text to 
prove that the church is the bride, iitfer that it is so, merely because 

Paul chose the union existing betWeen Christ and the church, to show 

the duty of man and wife. Those who have had much to say upon the 

insufficiency of inferential reasoning should not rest their faith relative 

THE SEVENTH ANGEL.—It is reasonable to believe that the three woe 

angels at least are all of the same nature. The fifth and sixth angels 

are understood to be symbols. The seventh is a symbol also, and not the 

literal trump that is to wake up the sleeping saints at the coming of Christ. 

When the trump of God is heard, the saints then come forth, and the 

living righteous are changed " in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
and are caught away from the earth." But the seventh angel is to 

sound for days, evidently years. 
" But in the DAYS of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall 

begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he bath de-
clared to his servants the prophets." Rev. x, 7. 

The sounding of the fifth angel occupied 150 years, and the sixth, 391 

years and fifteen days. The sounding of the seventh angel is also to 

occupy a period of years. Under the fifth was a series of events which 

have transpired according to prophecy, also under the sixth. - There is 

also a series of events, predicted to take place under the sounding of the 
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seventh angel, which we will now briefly exemine. Let the reader turn geis having the seven last plagues ;,foe uz th.eaz is filled vp the urad: of 

ced  and read Rev. xi, 15.-19, and it will ha seen that there are four eventsi G." Rev, xv, 1. 
The next event under the sounding of the seventh angel will he the 

to take place under the sounding of the seventh angel, and that three of;  
i ;judgment, which will occupy the period of 1000 years. Then the New 

them are prior to the Second Advent. First, " the great voices in hear-i 
en, saying, the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Heavene and the New Earth will appear, and God's " servants, the Pre. 

Lord ;" second, the "nations were angry ;" third, "thy wrath is come 	
Pilots," aid "the saints" will receive their reward. Though the seints 

and fourth, "the time of the dead that they should be judged," 
which are mele immortal at the coming of Chriet, and reign in judgment 

vetel is introduced at the coming of Christ. Says the Apostle : 	
xvith Christ 1000 years, yet they do not receive their full reward until 

" 1 charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who!ithe. glories of the earth made new are spread nut before them, and given 

shall judge the quick and the dead, at hie appearing and kingdom." 	! i thetn to possess. Glorious reward indeed. " Blessed are the meek, 

The Second Advent intrieinees the judgment of quick and dead ,which i!for they shall inherit the earth." 

is the fourth event under the sounditg of the seventh angel. Three; 	"And shouldest destroy them that destroy the earth." This will be 

events are therefore, then, in the past. The pecelaination of the greatliaccomplished at the end of 0101000 years, when "lire" shall come ' ,down  

voices in heaven is a symbol of the voice of the church on earth, thedfrom God, out of heaven," and destroy the whole host of "Geer and 

same as the angel with the everlasting gospel, [Rev. xiv, 6, 7,] fly 	Mag.07.." Thus we see the events to occur tinder the sounding of the 

thMegh the midst of heaven, is a symbol of the Advent message, delivered seventh angel extending quite through the 1000 years. 

by men. When Christ's universal kingdom is established, there will be,1 The second woe extended Jowl' to August 11, 1810, and the third wos 

hut one kingdom existing ; but them is a sense in which tile Itingdome;! immediately followed. " The second woe is past; and behold the third 

[plural] of this world are to be Christ's prior to the Second Advent.H woe comet))  quickly." R ev, xi, 11. We see no point from which to 

"Ask of me," says the Father to his Son Jesus Chr'st, " and I shall ',date the commencement of the te:venth angel, only at the seventh month, 

give thee the heathen tbr thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts o 1814 	There at the end of the 2300 days, Jesus entered the " Iloliest 

the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt rule them with a rod of hen ;lief 	" to enter upon the work of cleansing the Sinctuary, and to  re_ 

thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.'' P8. ii, 8,9. He!ceite " dominion, glory and a kingdom." 

first asks, second, receives the kingdoms of the :world, and third, dashes,; 

them in pieces. This will be more clearly seen by the following, from 	THF. PAPER. It seems duty to suspend the publication of the pa- 

the Prophet : ! per for a t'tw weeks, to attend the Conferences at Camden, and Milton, 

"1 saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the Son of insti l (N.  ii.•% and visit ether places as the way may open. But we arc sills-

came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of (lays, and;;iied that we must have a paper, and we would now suggest, thet it may 
they brought him near before him. And them was given him dominion, be  duty to have it published weekly. Does not the cause of truth re- 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages should 	it ? Our brethren are scattered in a wide field, and can be visited 
serve him." Dan. vii, 13, 14. 	

bt the traveling brethren but seldom, and we think they need the week. 
This text has usually been applied to the coining of Christ to this I 

y visits of a paper containing not only the evidences of our position. but 
world, to set up his everlasting kingdom. But let it here be notice& 

the experience of those who tire receiving the truth. and cheering 
that there is not a word said about his coming to the earth. His com-i 

ereseunts of the work in different parts of the field. Doubtles the breth- 
ing, in this text, is to the "Ancient of Days,'' God the Father. This' 

ren would he free to write, and thus contribute to the interest of the was not fulfilled when Christ ascended to the Father, for these reasons. 
paper. Perhaps it should be published at a more central place, where 

First, his ascension was not to receive a kingdom: but tei he a .  Ministeri 
I the publications could be obtained with less expense, and where we could 

in the heavenly Sanctuary. . Second, the fulfillment of this portion of 
,go out and spend the Sabbath with the brethren in different places. 

Dan. vii, comes after the 1200 years of Papal rule have ended. Dan- 

iel saw the lion, Babylon, the bear, Media and Persia, the leopard, Gre- 
We now ask the brethren to write freely relative to the above sug- 

cia and the beast dreadful and terrible with ten horns, Rome. He saw gestions. Our Post Office address from the 18th to the 23d of Stine will , 	 ,  

three horns plucked up by the little horn, Papacy, which continued 1200 
be 

 `'amuell 	From the 25th to the 306 of June, West Milton, 
,Saratogo Co. N. Y. After that our address will be Paris, Me. We 

years. This brings us down the track of Prophecy, within fifty-three 	, 	; 
years of the present time. Daniel then sees one like the Son of inan '.1upe 

	friends of 
t" cause will write* 

approaching the Ancient of days, to receive a kingdom. It will not do 	Bro. J. Lindsey of Melbourne, (C. E.) informs us that the Review 
to apply this text to Christ's coming to this world, unless it can firet be and Herald has not been received there since No. 8. We have sent it 

regularly, and shall  allsend No. 13, and a few of the hack Numbers. shown that this earth is the residence of the person of God the Fa- Bro The,  paper is regularly sent to J. B. Bishop, and J. 
iher, or that he is to come to this world before the second coming of 'Warr?, Duclswell, (C. E.) and the motley is receipted in No. 0. 
Christ. The Prophets of God have represented Jehovah as dwelling 

Dann BROTHER WHITE:—We have recently been favored with a precious above the cherubim, in the heaven of heeeens, and as looking down from 
-ailing on the Lord, in Conference. A 	o 	number ofbelievers between them. This is the position of the "Ancient of days •' in Zeolp'roefsett‘it'. The Lord was better to us than our aV IY  He  

c very first ofnt.he.meetin7and grace with his own especial presence, th 
	condescended e‘dv 

with the heavenly Sanctuary. Therefore, the symbol presented to Daniel in 
us guile te the close. Brethren 	Ilis, Baker and Wheeler were present. The Chap. 	13, 14, must represent our Great High Priest entering the saving truths of the third angel

, 
 s message, our past experience and present posi- 

Most Holy Place, at the end of the 2300 days. 	 lion, were clearly presence 1. We think it might almost be said, that on the holy 
Sabbath perfect union prevailed. A deep sense of the needed preparation seemed 

'Christ's ascension was that he might he a compassionate priest in the td possess each mind, and a willinguess to nave forward in the flew of Gal, was 
True Tabernacle ; his coming to earth again will be to gather his saints sweetly manifested. Truly, Ile was glorified in his saints. On the first day sev, 

eral came in to hear for themselves. A conviction of the truth was evidently felt. 
to himself, and to dash in pieces. But his coming to the "Ancient of Some surprise was expressed to find the word preached so differently. front the 
days," at the end of the 2300 days, was to receive dominion, glory and representations of h, by those who have the. folly to judge a matter before they 

hear it. Our hearts are greatly encouraged concerning the dear tried ones in the 
a kingdom." He has asked for the territory of his kingdom, and it is region roundabout. We are confident in the L'wd that the savor of this meeting 
his. He has claimed his long promised right to David's throne. And will continue until our Grea. High Priest finishes the work now progressing in 
were it not for the four angels that were to hold the four winds, until the hearts of his people. Three precious youth, who give good evidence that 

they not only love the coming kingdom, hot " the way" to it, were baptized.—the servants of God should be sealed, the nations would be ruled with a Others wept freely: Praise God for what he is doing fnr the children. The de- 
rodof iron, and dashed in pieces like a potter's vessel. 	 sire of our hearts is, that they may all be perfected in his truth and love; and he 

counted worthy to escape the things that are coming on the earth." We do feel, 
The voices in heaven, or the testimony of the church on earth, that es expressed by brother Dan'l Philips, that "this message will go, for God is in 

the kingdoms of this world are Christ's, may have been fulfilled in part ; it." Blessed be the Lurch we are no longer alone in this vicinity; hut. have stat- 
and 

	

	meetines every Sabbath. We hope to be favored with the labors of those of it will be wholly fulfilled before the third angel's message shall be 
like precious teith, who lay find it convenient to call on U8. finished. As this message closes, the nations will become angry ; for 	 Yours, in love of the truth, 

East Bethel, May 28, 1851, 	
F. M. Samosa. 

the four wines will then be letting go. This will be immediately fol- 

lowed by the wrath of God, or the seven last.plagues, which is the third 	7_ LETTERS RECEIVED SINCE JUNE ..—J. N. Andrews 2 ; S. W. Rhodes 
event under the sounding of the seventh angel. This is the same un- 2 ; David Arnold ; S. T. Belden ; S. R. Burgess ; F. M. Shimper 
mingled cup of, wrath mentioned in the solemn testimony of the third H. 0. Nichols ; E. Harmon ; J. Lindsey. 
angel. 'he following text shows that it is the seven last plagues. 	REcEIPTs.—Albert Belden $5 ; Mary B. Cady $3 ; T. B. Mead, Jee 

f' And I saw another sign in heaven, great and -marvellous ; seven an- sigh Hart. $2, each ; John Jones 50 cents, 
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