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PRESS FORWARD FOR THE PRIZE.

Troveu the Sadducee deride,

And the Seribe our hopes despise,
Whether weal or woe betide,

Still press forward for the prize.

Pilgrims as our fathers were,

All below these changing skies,
Calls for vigilance and care,

And more zeal to win the prize.

Watchfulness with prayer unite,
For the Devil in the guise

Of o messenger of light,
Labors to obseurse the prize.

Trnst we in our risen Lord,
*Tis bis Spirit that applies
Bach sweet promise of the Word,
And makes clear the heavenly prize.

Toil we must on this low ball,
Till our long lost Eden rise
From the ruin of the fall;
Then we'll get the heavenly prize,

Till the Sun of righteousness,
With life-giving beams arise,

With renewed ardor, press
Oanward, upward for the prize.

Let the Sadducee deride,
And the Soribe our hopes despise,
Fire shall burn the brood of pride,
When the pure obtain the prize.
[ Mofatt.

b e ____]

“THE KINGDOM OF GOD.”
BY GEO. STORRS.

1. THE TRUE IMPORT OF THE TERM KINGDOM.

In this world the term has been uniformly used
to signify a king, invested with authority—domin-
ion, or territory, over which he rules—subjects, who
yield obedience to him alone—Ilaws, the only code
of the kingdom.

The Bible gives us no other definition of king-
dom, This, then, is the true idea of “the King-
dom of God.” The notion of a *spiritual king-
dom,” or a “spiritual coming of Christ,” &ec., is
unintelligible, and has no real meaning, or asmany
significations as there are spiritualizers to make
them. That fact shows such notions to be fables.
See 2 Pet. i, 16. “We have not followed cun-
ningly devised fables, when we made known unto
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eye-witnesses of his majesty.” In that
manifestation, I appreliend, that Peter had a clear
view of his Lord as he will appear when he as-
sumes his Kingly office. At that time, which was
“in the holy mount” of transfiguration, he saw
the Kingdom of God in miniature.

The Secriptures speak of a real, literal Kingdom
of God. See Ps.ii. “Yet have I set my king up-
on my holy hill of Zion.” Again, Tsa. ix, 7.
“Upon the throne of David.,” And, Lukei, 32, 33.
“He shall be great and shall be called the Son of
the Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto
him the throne of his father David; and he shall
reign over the house of Jacob forever ; and of his
kingdom there shall be no end.”

Now, if the “ holy hill” and “ throne of David”
are simply spiritual places, then the subjects must
be merely spiritual ; "and to eorrespond, the King
must have no tangibility, but be merely a spiritu-
al influence—an undefinable something, devoid of
reality. Compare such notions with the following
scriptures : Dan, vii, 18, 14, “I saw in the night
visions, and behold, one like the Son of man came

“his laws put at defiance ¢

with. the clouds of heaven, and came to the An-
cient of days, and they brought him near before
him. And there was given Lhim dominion, and
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations and
languages, should serve him: his dominion is an
everlasting dontinion, which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroy-
ed.” Rev.v, 9, 10. “And theysung anew song,
saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of ev-
ery kindred, and tongue, and people and nation ;
and hast made us unto our God kings and priests;
and we shall reign on the earth.

Thus, it appears, there will be a reality in the
kingdom of God. It is not a fancy or imaginary
kingdom.

2. WHERE IS THIS KINGDOM TO BE SET UP ¢

The last text quoted shows that; but we will
look at this point still further, See Ps. ii, 8.
“ Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for thy possession.” Dan.1i,35. “ Andthe
stone that smote the image became a great moun-
tain, and filled the whole earth.” Dan. vii, 27.
“ And the kingdom and dominion and the great-
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven shall
be given to the saints of the Most High, whose
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do-
minions shall serve and obey him.” And, Dan.
vii, 18. “But the saints of the Most High shall
take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for-
ever, even forever and ever.” Matt.v,5. * Bless-
ed are the meek ; for they shall inherit the earth.”
Ps. xxxvii, 11, 29.  “But the meek shall inherit
the earth, and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace. . . . The righteous shall in-
herit the land, and dwell therein forever.” Rev.
xi, 15. “And the seventh angel sounded; and
there were great voices in heaven, saying, The
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms
of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign
forever and ever.” i

The ecarth, then, is the place where this king-
dom is to be set up : and when set up, it is never
to be succeeded by another, and is never to pass
away.

3. HAS THIS KINGDOM BEEN SET up{

Some tell us it has. Ifso, when? Not in the
days of Abel; for then the Devil's subject pre-
valled to murder Abel. It is equally clear it was
not set up before the flood ; for the Devil had the
whole territory, and the men who occupied it, with
the exception of one family, in subjection to him-
self. If 1t has been set up at any period gone by,
how does it happen that the wicked powers of
earth have always ruled over and oppressed the
real children of God? Why are Christ’s subjects
under such rulers? Why does not their king
protect them ¢  Why leave them in the hands of
their enemies to be tortured, often, unto death ¢ If
Christ now acts as supreme ruler on earth, why are
Surely, no man in his
senses, can maintain that these things will exist
when Christ’s kingdom is set up on the earth. See
Luke xix, 27. ¢ But those mine enemies which
would not that I should reign over them, bring
hither, and slay them before me” That is what
will take place with our Lord’s encmies when he
has “ returned, having received the kingdom.”

This kingdom had not come at certain periods
spoken of in the New Testament. See the follow-
ing texts: Matt. vi, 10. “Thy kingdom come.”
Surely it had not come at that time, Many who

| cannot inherit the kingdom of God.”

use that prayer still, seem to be almost angry if we
tell them that kingdom will come. Luke xxii, 18.
“ For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit
of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.”
These words were spoken by our Lord just before
his death, and show, up to that time, the kingdom
had not come. Again, Luke xxiti, 42. *Lord,
remember me when thou comest into thy king-
dom,” If the thief prayed understandingly, our
Lord died without having possession of his king-
dom. That he did pray anght appears from the
fact that our Lord assured him his prayer should
be answered. Let us now see if that kingdom was
set up before our Lord’s ascension. Acts i, 6.
“ When they therefore were come together, they
asked of him saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore again the kingdom to Israel ¥ Not yet
set up, then. DBut some will say; That question
does not touch the point in debate. Very well, let
it pass. Look at 1 Cor, xv, 50. “Now this I
say, brethren, that flesh and blood (or mortal man)
cannot inherit the kingdom of God.” Here it ap-
pears plain, to my mind, that Paul settles the ques-
tion, that no man can be in the kingdom of God
until he is changed to immortality. And this for
a very obvious reason—it is an eternal kingdom ;
and there can, therefore, be no death in it. But
let us hear the same Apostle further. 2 Tim. iv,
1. “T charge thee therefore, before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom,” &c.
Here it is clearly stated that it had not come in
Paul’s day, and that he did not expect it till Christ
came to judgment. Our Lord and his apostles
preached the kingdom of God “ at hand,” but not
come. See Acts xiv, 22. “We must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”
They were not in it, or the apostle would Lave used
language to correspond with such a state. See al-
so Rom. viti, 17, 19, 22, 28. * Andif children,then
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ;
if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be
also glorified together. For the earnest expecta-
tion of the creature waiteth for the manifestation
of the sons of God. . . . For we know that the
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain to-
gether until now. And not only they, but our-
selves also, which have the first-fruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.”

He did not expect, then, to be in the inherit-
ance, or, which is the same thing, the kingdom,
till.« the redemption of our bodies :” agreeing with
what he said to the Corinthians, “fleshi and blood
James also
teaches the same doctrine : chapterii, 5. * Heark-
en, my beloved brethren, hath not God chosen the
poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the
kingdom which he hath promised to them that
love him #” It was still a matter of “ promise;”
of course not in possession even of those that “love
lim.”

The fourth kingdom, [Dan. vii,] in its various
divisions, has not yet passed away—the kingdom
of God is to succeed that, and 1s not given to
Christ till the “ Ancient of days” comes, the judg-
ment sits, and “the fourth beast” is “slain, and his
body destroyed and given to the burning flame;”
which leads us to inquire—

4. WHEN WILL THIS KINGDOM COME, OR
BE SET UP ?

Let us look first at Rev. xi, 15, “ And tho sev-
onth angel sounded; and there were greab voices
in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are
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become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ ; and he shall réign forever and-ever” Not,
then, till the seventh angel sounds. What trum-
petis that? *The last " and Paul tells us at that
tinse, * we shall not all” be “asleep, but we shall
all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye.” See 1 Cor. xv, 52. Let us now look at
Matt. xxv, 81, 84. * When the Son of man shall
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glo-
ry.”  “Then shall the king say unto them on his
night hand, Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdowm prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world.”

The kingdoin of God will not be set up—uwill
not be ostablished till the second personal appear-
ing of oar Lord ; for he is to“ return.” See Luke
xix, 16. “ Aund it came to pass, that when he was
returned, haying received the kingdom, then he
commanded these servants to be called unto him,
to whom he had given the money, that he might
know how mueh overy man kad gained by,trad-
ing.” Here we see he returns to call his servants
to an account, and to reward them ; of course, it
is at the judgment, as I have previously shown,
that the kingdom is to be set up, or, established.
Till that time, our Lord does mot collect his subd-
Jects. See Matt. xxiv, 30, 31. “ And then shall

pear the sign of the Son of man in heaven ; and
shen shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and
they shall see the Son of man ceming in the clouds
of heaten, with power and great glory.” “ And
heshallsend his angels with a gteat sound of a trum-
pet, and they shall gather together his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the oth-
er.” Compare this with 1 Thess. iv, 14, 16, 17.
% For if we believe-that Jesus died, and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus, will God
bring with him.” * For the Lord himselfshall de-
scend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God; and
the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which
are alive and remain, shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air; and ‘so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

Till that time his territory is not cleansed.*
Then it will be done. See 2 Pet. iii, 7, 10, 13.
« Rut the heavens and the earth which are now,
by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
‘fire agminst the day of judgment and perdition of

y men.” “But the day of the Lord will
come as a thief in the night; in the which -the
heavens shall-pass away with agreat noise, and the
-elements shall melt with fervent heat, and the earth
alsos and the works that are therein, shall be
burned up.” “Nevertheless we, according to his
promise, look for new heavens and a nev earth,
wherein dwelleth rightecusness.” Compare this
with Matt. xiii, 40-43. “As therefore the tares
are gathered and burned in the fire, so shall it be
in the end of this world. The Son of man shall
send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of
his kingdom all things that offend, and them which
do iniquity. And shall east them into a furnace
of five ; there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth.” “ Then shall the righteous shine forth as
the sun in the kingdom of their Father, Who
hath ears to hear let him hear.”

Thus the territory is cleansed—the wicked are
cut off—the earth is brought back in the “restitu-
tion.” Now then we are presented with 1HE TERRI-
worY—" The new earth.”

Tar Svssgors.— The Saints Immortal.,

Tue Kina,—The Lord Jesus Christ.

Tre Laws—To whick alone his subjects submit.

Then the kingdom is set up—organized—estah-
lished—and will be eternal,

5. WHo WILL ENTER THIS KINGDOM ! OR IN-
HERIT 17 ¢

It is certain some will not ihherit it. See the
following texts: 1 Cor. vi, 9, 10. “ Knoy ye not
that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom
of God? Be mnot deceived: neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemmate, nor
abusers of themsetves with mankind, nor thieves,

*Not. till the end of the 1000 years. Rev. xx.—Ep. Re-
VIEwW. 4

L

nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex
tortioners, shall inberit. the kingdom ef God
Rev. xxi, 27. “ And there shall in no wise enter
into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but they
which are written in the Lamb’s book of Life.”

To enter into it, or to inherit it, we must be ho-
ly.” 2 Pet. iii, 14. * Wherefore, beloved, seeing
that ye look for such things, be diligent, that ye
may be found of him in peace, without spot and
blameless.,” Johu ii, 8, 5. “ Jesus answered and
said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Ex-
cept 2 man be born again, Ze cannot see the king-
dom of God.” “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I
say unto thee, Except ® man be born of water, and
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.” 1 Johnii, 2,8, “And heis the propiti-
ation for oursins; and not for ours anly, but also
for the sins of the whole world. And hereby we
do know that we know him, if we keep his com-
mandments,”

Christian, see to it, that you are found with
your lamp trimmed and burning. ¢ Blessed is he
that watcheth, and keepeth his garments lest he
walk naked, and they see his shame.” Rev. xvi,
16. Yes, see that you have on the true “ ascen-
sion robe ;” that “ holiness, without which no maw
shall see thie Lord.”

Backslider, awake quickly, or you are lost. Be
deluded no lomger with the stupefying cry of
“ Peace and Safety.”

O Sinner! arouse, arouse thyself before the blast
of the seventh angel’s trumpt shall announce thy
doom, and you perish ; perish past hope—past re-
covery. Is there nothing in the glories of *eter-
nal life,” to wake up thy soul to fly to Christ for
{hat invaluable blessing, while still it may be ob-
tained ¢ Haste thee—haste, I beseech you—OQ,
lay hold on eternal life. T most solemnly believe,
this is your last call. O, let it not pass you un-
heeded. If you will not heed my voice, hear, I
beseech you, the voice of the God of .compassion,
while he calls you, saying—* As I live, saith the
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked ; but that the wicked turn from his way
and live ; turn ye. turn ye, from your evil ways;
for why will ye die”” 0O, hear this voice of mercy,
lest you have to mourn at last, “ and say, how have
I hated instruction, and my heart despised re-
proof.” Remember, the time will shortly come,
spoken of in Amos viii, 11,12, “Behold the days
come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a fam-
ine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst
for water, but of hearing the words of thie Lord;

.And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from

the north even to the east; they shall run to and
fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not
find it.” What an awful day will that be to thee,
poor sinner, when you will seek with undescriba-
ble desire and anguish, to find some word of mer-
cy from the Lord, and thou shalt not find it!/—
Mid, Cry, 1844,

1The seventh angel is symbolio, like the other six§ it is
not the last trump of 1 Cor. xv, 52.—Ep. REVIEW.

RETURN OF THE JEWS,

My object will be- to show that the dispersion
of the Jews by the Romans, is to be continued till
they are consumed and destroyed; and that as
Jews they are never to return. Tbe texts which
are supposed to prove their return are the 12th,
15th, 28d-25th verses of the 11th of Romans ; viz,
“ Now if the fall of them be the riches of this
world, and the diminishing of them the riches of
the Gentiles, how much more their fullpess?”
% For if the casting away of them be the reconcil-
ing of the world, what shall the receiving of them
be but fife from the dead” *“And they also, if
they abide not. still in unbelief, shall be grafted -in,
for God is able to graft them in again. For if thou
wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by na-
ture, and wert grafted contrary to nature into a
EOOd olive tree, how much more shall thess which

e the natural branches, be grafted into their own
olive tree? For I would not, brethren, that. ye
should be ighoxant of this mystery, (lest ye should

be wise in your own conceits) that blindness in
part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the
Gentiles be come in; and so all Israel shall be
saved, as it is written, There shall come out of Zi-
on the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness
from Jacob; for this is my covenant unto them
when 1 shall take away their sins.”

We argue first, that the Israel of whom all will
be saved, is the true Israel of God; otherwise ev-
ery individual Jew will be saved ; which none will
claim. That the Israel spoken of is not the Jew-
ish nation, is clear from the fact that some of that
nation will be cast out; and in that case all lsrael
could not ba saved. The Apostle also assures us
that, “ he is not a Jew who Is one outwardly ; nei-
ther is that circumeision which Is outward in the
flesh : but he is a Jew which is one inwardly ; aud
circumcision is that of the heart in the spirit, and
not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but
of God.” “For there is no difference -between the
Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich
unto all that call upon him.” “For they are not
all Israel that are of Israel, neither because they are
of the seed of Abraham, are they all children.”
“They which are the children of the flesh, these
are not the children of God, but the children of
the promise, and counted for the seed.” “For if
the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of
promise ; but God gave it to Abraham by promise.
Wherefore then serveth thelaw? It was added be-
cause of transgression, tilt the seed should come to
whom the promise was made.” *Thersis neither
Jew nor Greek, there is mneither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female, for ye are all
one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then
are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise.”

The above most: eonclusively proves, that as a
nation, the Jews will hereafter receive ne peculiar
favors.

Again, “the fall” and the “diminishing of
them,” and “ the casting away of them,” could not
be their dispersion as a nation, for it.was spoken
of as something already taken place before the na-
tion was dispersed ; 8o that, their “fullness” and the
receiving of them, could nat be their vestoration s
a nation to Judea.

Again, their “ fullness,” (pleroma,) is not to be
“unti] the fullness of the Gentiles be come in;” for
till then, blindness in part had happenéd to Israel.
And as all the Gentiles are not.to be converted, the
fullness of the Gentiles must be the full number of
them who are to be saved, and which will not be
till the end of the world; at whieh time also the
fullness of the Jews, or the full number of them
who are to be saved, will have come in; so
that all Israel, in the most literal sense, aecording
to Paul’s definition, will be saved, and Paul might
well ask, “ What shall the receiving of them be
but life from the dead ¥’ and in the very manner
as described in Eze.-xxxvii, 12~14, “ Behold, O my
people, I will open your graves, and cause you. to
come up out of your graves, and bring you into
the land of Israel. And ye shall know that I am
the Lord when I have opened your graves, O my
people, and brought you up out of your graves;
and shall put. my Spirit in you, and ye shall live,
arid I .shall place you in your own land, chen
shall ye know that I the iord have spoken it,
and performed it, saith the Lord.” Neither is
there any proof that the Jews are to be converted
as a nation, It is no where expressly asserted, but
only conditionally, for “IF they abide not still in
unbelief, they shall be grafted in;” and it also fol-
lows that if they do abide in unhelief, they will
not be grafted in—the ¢f being as muck a condi-
tion as when Christ said, ““4f 1 will that he tarry
till T come, what s that to thee ¥ Those of the
Jews who believe, will not become & new olive
tree; but will be grafted into the old olive tree:
so that they will cease to be Jews. There is
therefore nothing in the restoration of the true Is-
rael, which can in any way delay the coming of
our Lord:

In addition to the above argument, the question
is most conclusively settled by Deut. xxviii; that
after the dispersion of the Jews by the Romans,
they were never again as & nation, to receive ei-
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ther civil or religious privileges. The covenant
which God-made with that nation was a condi-
tional covenant. If they should serve their God
with all their heart, to do all his commandments,
and should diligently hearken unto him, they were
to be blessed above every nation, and were to be
forever the chosen people of God; but if they
would not hearken unto the voice of the Lord therr
God, to observe and to do all his commandinents,
and his statutes, they were to be cursed above ev-
ery nation, until they should be finally destroyed.
In the other predictions of their varions disper-
sions, they were promised that ¢f they would re-
turn unto the Lovd their God, that the Lord would
have compassion upon them,.and would turn their
captivity, and gather them from all nations whith-
er he should scatter them. And we accordingly
find that he was faithful who promised ; for as of-
ten as they repented in their various captivities, he
restored them to their own land. But in the chap-
ter referred to, Moses evidently looked forward to
tho time when their waywardness and their folly
would be fully proved, when all the mercies and
judgments of God should be found to be of no avail
I restraining them from ntterly rejecting the
Lord their God, and walking after the evil iinagin-
ations of their own perverse hearts; and when it
would seem that there was nothing more which
God could do for his vineyard, which he had not
done for it, so that he should cast them off forever
and leave them to their own hardness of heart
and blindness of minds, until they should perish.

That the dispersion here predicted .was their
dispersion by the Romans, is evident from the n
tion that was to be brought against them, Kg
from the complete fulfillment of that prediction,in
the destruction of Jerusalem by that nation. “The
Lord shall bring a ,nation against thee from far,
from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle fli-
eth; a nation whose tongue men shall not under-
stand, a nation fierce of countenance, which shall
not regard tho person of the old, nor show favor to
the young.” This could be no other than the Ro-
man nation. “And he shall besiege thee in all
thy gates until thy-high and fenced walls come
down, wherein thou trustest throughout all thy
land” “And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine
own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daugh-
ters which the Lord thy God hath given thee, in
the siege and in the straitness wherwith thine en-
emies shall distress thee; so that the man that is
tender among you, and very delicate, his eye shall
be evil towards his brother, ahd toward the-wife of
bis bosom, and toward the remnant of his children,
which lLe shall leave, so that he will not give to
any of them of the flesh of his ehildren whom he
shall eat; because be hath nothing left him in the
siege and in the straitness wherewith thine ene-
mies shall distress thée, in all thy gates. The tender
and delicate woman among you which would not
adventure to set the sole of her foot upon the
ground, for delicateness and tenderness, her eye
shall be evil toward the husband of her bosom,
and toward her son, and toward her daughter,”
“and toward: her childsen which she shall bear;
for she shall eat them for want of all things, se-
cretly, in the siege and in the straitness where-
with thy enemies shall distress thee in thy gates.”

Josephus shows a fiteral fulfillment of all this, in
the affecting description which he gives of the mis-
ery and distress to which the Jews were reduced in
the destraction of their city.

From this dispersion there is no promise of a
return, as though all their restorations having been
of no avail, they were now to be entirely forsaken.
Moses also expressly says that the “Lord shall
send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in
all that thou settest thy hand to do, until thou be

*destroyed ; and until thou perish quickly.” “And
they shall pursue thee until thou perish.”” “ It shall
come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed.”
“And thou shalt be oppressed and spoiled ever-
more; and no man shall save thee)” “And thou
shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway.”

“Thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb
and a by-word among all nations, whither the
Lord shall lead thee.” “And shalt be removed
into all thie kingdoms of the earth.” * The stran-

ger that is within thee shall get up above thee very
bigh, and thou shalt come down very low.” “ More-
over-all these curses shall come upon thee, and
shall pursue thee and overtake thee, till thou be
destroyed.” “And they shall be upon thee fora sign,

-and a wonder, and upon thy seed forever,” “And he

shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck until he

shall have destroyed thee.” “And the Lord shall|

scatter thee among all people, from the one end of
the earth, even unto the other.” “And among all
these nations thou shalt find no.ease, neither shall
the sole of thy foot have rest, but the Lord shall
give thee there a trembling heart and failing of
eyes, and sorrow of mind, and thy life shall hang
in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and
night; ‘and shalt have none assurance of thy
life”  “And ye shall be sold unto your enemies
for bond-men, and bond-women, and no man shall
buy you” The duration of these evils is given in
plain and positive language, and in the whole of
this, [Moses’ fifth discourse,] there is no intimation
of any further mercies till they are finally destroy-
ed. It therefore follows that in Moses’ other dis-
courses, and in the various predictions where a
restoration to their own land was promised, that
there could be no allusion to their dispersion by
the Romans; but only predictions of other disper-
sions and restorations, all of which must have
been fulfilled previous to the dispersion here spo-
ken of.

That Jerusalem is never to be rebuilt, is plain
from Dan. ix, 26, 27, where the angel informs
Daniel that after our Saviour’s crucifixion, *the
people of the prince that shall come, shall destroy
the city and sanctuary;” “and for the overspread-
ing of abominations he shall make it desolate, even
until the consummation; and that determined
shall be paured upon the desolate,”—on “ the des-
olation,” as it reads in the margin ; which must be
to the end of time. Our Saviour, also; declares,
[Luke xxi, 24,] that the Jews “shall fall by the
edge of the.sword, and shall be Jed away captive
into all nations; and Jerusalem shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gen-
tiles be fulfilled.” The times of the Gentiles will
not be fulfilled till the end of time; so that the
express declaration of our Saviour, with all the
other evidence which has been presented upon this
question, it would seem, must forever settle the

uestion, that the Jews, as Jews, have nothing far-
ther to hope forin this world: and that those only of
them can be saved, who renounce their Judaism,
and by faith as individuals, like the Gentiles, are
grafted into the original olive tree, from whence
through unbelief they have been broken off.—
Signs Times—1842,

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND,

¢ And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Zion,
and with him an hundred and forty and four thousand, hav-
ix!;% hlis Father's name written in their foreheads.’”” ~ Rev.

“ Axp after these things Isaw four angels stand-
ing on the four corners of the earth, holding the
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not
blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.
And I saw another angel ascending from the east,
having the seal of the living God: and he cried
with a loud voice to-the four angels, to whom it
was given to hurt the earth, and the sea, saying,
hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees,
till we have sealed the servants of our God in their
forcheads, And I heard the number of them
which were sealed; and there were sealed an hun-
dred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes
of the children of Israel.” Rev. vii, 1-4.

To what state of the church do these scriptures
apply ! Evidently to the present. DBut as some
doubt this position, we wish briefly to give some
reasons for believing that the 144,000 are those
who are alive, and are changed to immortality at
the second advent,

1. The 144,000 are introduced in prophecy
among the preparatory scenes of the second advent.
Reader, please take your Bible, and mark careful-
ly the connection between the thirtcenth and four-
teenth chapters of Revelation. The thirteenth

chapter, and the first five verses of the fourteenth,

are & connected chain showing the sad history of
the church during the 1260 years of Papal rule,
which reached to within fifty years of this present
time ; also, her last struggle with the image beast,
and the saints’ final and glorious deliverance.
They stand on Mount Zion with the Lamb. The
division of chapters should be between the fifth
and sixth verses of the fourteenth chapter. This
any one may see: for the sixth verse introduces
another chain of events, which is not at all con-
neeted with the preceding chain, How very nat-
ural to suppose that John, after viewing the saints
persecuted by the beast, and lis image, would fol-
low them but a step farther to Mount Zion with
the Lamb.

“And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled
with fire: and them that had gotten the victory
over the beast, and over his image, and over his
mark, and over the number of his name, stand on
the sea of glass, having the harps of God.” Rev.
xv, 2.

Rev. vii, 1-38, has been, and is still, held by Ad-
ventists, with very few exceptions, to apply to the
preparatory scenes of the second advent. In fact
it scems impossible to apply it any where else.

Mark this: John was shown, not things that
were in the past, no, but  things which must short-
ly come to pass.”” It is true that some allusions
were made to the past, but it was only to explain
the “ things which must shortly come to pass,” as
in the casc of the “woman,” the *dragon,” and
the “ man child” of chap. xit. This fact seems
quite destructive of the view, that the 144,000
were raised at the time of the first advent. If the
prophecy relative to the 144,000 was fulfilled at
the time of the first advent, then the faithful Wit-
ness, instead of doing what he said he would do,
viz., “shew unto his servant, things which must
shortly come to pass,” showed John things that
were all past, at least sixty years before he had his
revelation on the isle of Patmos. The twelve
tribes, of which the 144,000 are sealed, are the
same that the apostle James addressed, A. p.60.

“ James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ, to the twelve t¢ribes which are scattered
abroad, greeting.” - James i,1. This epistle is ev-
idently addressed to the present state of the church ;
to that state when the people of God are waiting
for the Lord, and in their disappointed, waiting,
trying state, need much patience. “Be patient,
therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord.”
Chap. v, 7. “Be ye also patient; stablish your
hearts ; for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.”
Verse 8. From these scattered “tribes” who are
exhorted to wait patiently for the Lord, the 144,000
are to be sealed.

IL. The history and description of the 144,000
apply to those who are to be changed at the com-
ing of the Lord, and to no other class. 1. “ Hav-
wng his Father’s name writien in their forcheads”’
Said the true Witness to the Philadelphia church,
“ Him that overcometh, will I make a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out,
and I will write upon him the name of my God.”
Where? “In their foreheads,” just where Jobn
saw the “Father’s name.” Now just as sure as
the Philadelphia church is the true church of the
last days, just so sure the 144,000 are sealed, just
before the coming of the Lord.

2. They sing ‘“ as it were a new song,” that none
in all wide heaven, but the 144,000 “ could learn.”
% And they sing the song of Moses the servant of
God, and the song of the Lamb.” Chap. xv, 8.

The song of Moses was the history and deliver-
ance of Israel. The new song of the 144,000 will
also be of their experience and their deliverance.
The reason why none.but the 144,000 can learn
or sing this song, will be because the history and
deliverance of no other class will be like those who
pass through the time of trouble, and are changed
to immortality “in the twinkling of an eye,” at the
coming of the Lord.

3. “These are they which were not defiled with
women” A woman js used as a symbol of the
church. See Rev. vii, 1-6; xvii, 1-6. The
woman arrayed in purple and scarlet-color, on
whose “forchcad was a uame written mystery,
Babylon the great, the mothcr of harlots” is the
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Catholic church Her harlot daughters must there-
fore be the Protestant sects. They are the women
with whom the 144,000 are “ not defiled.” Why
not defiled with themn?  Pecause they obey the
voice from heaven, saying, “ Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, [be
defiled,] and that ye receive not of her plagues.”
Chap. xviii, 4.

4, “ These were redecmed from among men.”
Not out of their graves ; no, no,~— from among
men.”  They must, therefore, be the living saints
who are changed to immortality at the coming of
the Lord. The sleeping saints are not “among
men.” Those who came out of their graves atthe
time of the first Advent were not among men. No,
they were in the silent grave. Some say that the
144,000 were the infants slain by Herod. Those
infants had been slain more than thirty years, and
of course had returned to dust again. What folly
to say that they were redeemed “ from among men /”’
There is no consistency in such a view. The sim-
ple truth on this point is this: The 144,000 are
on the carth, “ among men,” [the wicked,] al the
coming of Clrist, and at the “ voice of the Arch-
angel” they are changed in a moment, and are
“ caught up” from among men to* meet the Lord.”

5. “ Being the first fruits unto God and. the
Lamb.” The first fruits in this text, do not refer
to the type—the “sheaf of the first fruits of the
harvest,” which the priest waved before the Lord
“on the morrow after the Sabbath.” Lev. xviii,
10-12. That was fulfilled in Christ. ¢ Christ the
first fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at -his
coming.” Cor. xv, 28. Paul does not say, Christ
and 144,000 the first fruits, no, no; the 144,000
ars a part of the great harvest, in the end of the
world, of which the risen Savioyr was a sample, or
first fruits. If Paul had said, Christ and 144,000
the first fruits, and there was no other testimony
in the way, then we might with safety believe that
they were raised at the first advent ; but as it reads
¢ Christ the first fruits,” we think it safest and best
to believe it as it reads.

“Of his own will begat he us with the word of
truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of
his creatures. .James i, 18. It will yet be more
clearly seen that the living saints will be delivered
by the voice of God, and have power over the na-
tions before the second advent. Their captivity
will be turned, and the yoke broken from off their
neck, and “destroyed, because’ of the anointing.
See Isa. x, 27. The latter rain—the outpouring
of the Spirit—prior to the advent, will ripen the
144,000 for the harvest, while the other saints will
be still sleeping in the grave. In this sense they
will be “the first fruits unto God and the Lamb.”
Then they will be * without fault before the throne.”
They will confess all their faults while Jesus is in
the Sanctuary, ready to blot them out, and they
will be borne away by the scape-goat, just before
our High Priest comes out to bless his waiting
people.

.. [The above article we wrate four years since.—

Ep. ReviEw.]
U ——

BE NOT OFFENDED.

Do not be offended at the reproaches to which the
professed expectation of the coming of Christ expo-
ses you, from all classes of men. It 15 the genera-
tion truth, that is, the one which is peculiarly impor-
tant in this generation, and opposes the whole stream
and current of men’s opinions by the simple testimo-
ny of God’s word, and therefore it is the truth every
where spoken against. A well instructed Bible
Christian will not be stumbled at this, and when he
hasg carefully searched the foundations, and is per-
fectly satisfied that he has the word of God to rest
upon, will hear with the utmost calmness the charg-
es of the Millenarian epidemie, dangerous novelties.
fanciful schemes, and a thousand other names by
which men will endeavor to swamp all these truths
without coming to the plain statements of scripture.

The most painful thing is, when the truly pious join
in these things, and like Peter to his Lord, say, (Matt.
xvi. 22.) Be it far from thee; but he who once him-
self has been thus prejudiced, and has seén in hisown
painful, past, personal experience, that prejudice has
neither eye nor ear, will readily make allowance for
such a state of mind, and by patient forbearing, and
loving manifestation of the truth, commend it to the
consciences of &Il men.— Bickersteth.
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‘*Sanectify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
ROCHESTEX, THIRD.DAY, MAY . 9, 1854,

The last Age the most guilty.

It is an acknowledged truth that the greater the
light the greater the sin in rejecting it. This is ap-
plicable alike to individuals, t¢ nations and to the
world. The course of man since the fall has been a
downward course. As the world has grown old, so
has evil increased. The dominion of the Prince of
the powers of the air has become more universal and
more strong. But man may not plead as an excuse
for their sin, the increase of evil ; for as a redeeming
feature in their history, and a means by which they
might have escaped if they would, light bas been
proporticned to the evil by which they have been sur-
rounded. Yet from generation to generation, as by
descending steps have the race gone down into the
depths of iniquity and guilt. The generation of Noal
reached a degree of corruption, previous to that time
unknown, and they were swept away by the flood.
The aggravated sins of the cities of the plain brought
down on them the vengeance of burning fire. Yet
mark the language of Christ to the people of the gen-
eration in which he was revealed. He pronounces
woes upon them ; for if Tyre and Sidon and Sodom
and Gomorrah had had the light which they bad, they
would have remained unto that day ; yet it shall be
more tolerable for Sodom in the day of judgment
than for them. They who in their self-righteousness
protested that they would not have slain the proph-
ets were to finish their transgression hy slaying the
Son of God the Lord of the prophets. Upon them
was to come all the righteous blood shed upon the
earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the
blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias whom they slew
between the temple and the altar. Thus stood that
generation the guiltiest of any that earth had then
beheld—guiltiest because rejecting the greatest light.
But how will that very race whom Christ denounces
as serpents and a generation of vipers, rise up in
judgment with the people of the present day and
condemn them, The downward tendency of man
since the days of Christ has been no less rapid than
it was before ; and though all prephecy and the ex-
perience of all past ages shed their joint light upon
the present time, yet darkness covers the earth and
grosser darkness than ever, still covers the people.
And not only have the wicked world in general sunk
to so low a point of moral degradation, but worst of
all and most heinous in the sight of Heaven, those
who profess to be the followers of Christ are joined
with them hand in hand. The leaven of the mystery
of iniquity which had begun to be manifest in the
days of Paul, has accomplished a fearful work., Es-
pecially has the church felt its deadly influence and
departed from its original purity. As the Prophet
says, they have transgressed the laws, changed the
ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.

Suppose one of the disciples who lived in the days
of Christ, when by all true Christians God’s law was
reverenced and obeyed, and the teachings of the gos-
pel heeded, suppose he could now come forth and be-
bold the condition of the world. With what emo-
tions would he contemplate those who claim to be
followers of Christ, and profess to obey the teachings
of the gospel. How would he exclaim when he saw
them breaking the everlasting covenant, despising
and trampling under foot the holy Sabbath; when
he saw that they had become a rebellious people, ly-
ing children, children that will not hear the law of
the Lord ; [Isa. xxx, 9;| when he saw them corrupt-
ing the ordinances of the Lord’s house ; when he saw
them joining with the spirit of the world, and cher-
ishing al! those evil principles which reign in the
children of disobedience, and giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils—how then would he
Jjoin his voice with the blood of martyrs {See Rev. vi,
10,] and cry, “ How long, O Lord, holy and true,
dost thou not take vengeance on them that dwell on
the earth! How long may the world go on insult-
ing God, and trampling upon the majesty of his holy

law! Not long may they thus continue. Their
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their
damnation slumbercth not. 2 Pet. i, 3.

In this great Babylon, is to be filled up the iniqui-
ty of earth. Her sins have reached unto heaven,and
God hath remembered her iniquities. In her is to be
found not only the blood of prophets of which the
Jewish church was found guilty, but also the blood
of saints and of all that were slain upon the earth.
Rev. xviii, 5, 24.

And as in her is filled up the cup of guilt and in-
iquity, so in her punishment will be filled up the
wrath of God. So the third angel announces her
doom ; a threatening of vengeance more dreadful is
not to be found. So will her plagues, death, mourn-
ing and famine, come in one day ; for strong is the
Lord God who judgeth her. u. 8.

The Two Laws.

[Tae following is an extract from the Sabbath
Manual by Justin Edwards. Although the author
advocates a change of the Sabbath from the seventh
to the first day of the week, based only however on
those inferences which are commonly adduced in fa-
vor of that view, he nevertheless admits the seventh
day as the true Sabbath from the creation to the
cross. The following on the two laws is to the point,
and will be read with interest by all those who are
established on the true position in regard to the
Lord’s Sabbath. And we would especially recom-
mend its perusal to those who are disposed to abolish
one of the most obvious distinctions found in the
Word of God, and blend the royal law, written in
the tables of stone, with the ceremonial laws given by
the hand of Moses. ]

—

UnpEeR the Jewish dispensation were incorporated
two kinds of laws. One was founded on obligations
growing out of the nature of men, and their relations
to God and one another ; obligations binding before
they were written, and which will continue to be
binding upon all who shall know them, to the end of
time. Such are the laws which were written by the
finger of God on the tables of stone, and are called
moral laws.

The other kind, called ceremonial laws, related to
various outward observances, which were not obliga-
tory till they were commanded, and then were bind-
ing only on the Jews till the death of Christ.

There were also two kinds.of Sabbaths, or days of
rest. One was a day of weekly rest ; and the com-
mand to keep it holy was placed, by the Law-giver,
in the midst of the moral laws. It was called, by
way of eminence, “ The Sabbath.” The command
to keep the other sabbaths was placed by the Law-
giver among the ceremonial laws, because it was like
them, as the command to keep the weekly Sabbath
was like the laws with which 1t was associated. One
class were fundamental, permanent, universal moral
laws ; the other class were local, temporary ceremo-
nial laws. One had their origin in the natureand re-
lations of man; the other in the peculiar circum-
stances in which, for a time, a peculiar people were
placed. One would be binding in all ages, upon all
who should know them; and the other would be
binding only upon the Jews till the death of the
Messiah,

The Jews, at the coming of Christ, being in a
state of great spiritual darkness and grievous apos-
tasy from God, did not well understand the nature
and object of their laws. Often they overlooked the
spirit, and were superstitiously devoted to the forms.
Some, after they embraced the gospel, thought that
the ceremonial as well ag the moral laws were bind-
ing. Others, more enlightened,thought thattheywere
not. This led to contention among them. Paul, in
the fourteenth chapter of Rom#ns, presented such
considerations as were adapted to lead them, in this
matter, to a right decision.

“QOne man,” he says, “esteemeth one day above
another. Another esteemeth every day alike. Let
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He
that regardeth the .day, regardeth it unto the Lord;
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and he that regardeth .not the day, to the Lord he
doth not regard it.” Both mean to honor God, and
be will accept them. But what day does he speak
of?7 “The Sabbath” of the fourth commandment,
associated by God inseparably with the moral laws ?
Read the connection. 'Whatis it? Ts it, one man
believeth he must worship Jehovah ; another, who is
weak, worshipeth idols? One believeth that he must
not commit murder, adultery or theft, and another
thinks he may? Were those the laws about which
they were contending, and with which were connect-
ed the days: that he speaksof? No: about those
laws there was no dispute.

But “One believeth that he may eat all things,”
(which are nourishing, whether allowed in the cere-
monial law, which regulated such things, or not;)
“another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him
that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not
him that eateth not judge him that eateth, for God
~hath received him.”” Those were the laws about which
they were contending, and with regard to which the
Apostle was giving them instruction. It was not the
moral, but the ceremonial laws ; and the days spok-
en of were those which were connected, not with the
former but with the latter.

So, in the second chapter of Colossizns, “Let no
man judge you in meat or in drink, or in respect of
an holy day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbaths:”
The sabbaths spoken of are not * the Sabbath” asso-
ciated with, Thou shalt not commit murder, or adul-
tery. or theft; but the sabbaths associated with
meats and drinks, and new moons, which were, in-
deed shadows of things to come. But to take what
he said about those sabbaths which were associated
by God with ceremonial laws, and which the Apos-
tle himself, in this very discourse, associates with
them, and apply it, as some have done, to © the Sab-
bath? which God associated with moral laws, is
wrong.

“ Blotting out” he says, “the hand-writing of or-
dinances that was against us, which was contrary to
us, nailing it to his cross.” But the day of weekly
rest from the business and cares of this world, for the
purpose of worshiping God and promoting the salva-
tion of souls, i8 never spoken of in the Bible as be-
ing against men, or contrary to them. No: it al-
ways was, and always will be, for them, That Sab-
bath was made for man, not against "him.

To take what the Apostle has said abot those sab-
bathsg associated by God—and by Paul himself also,
in the very discourse in question—with ceremonial
laws, and apply it to “the Sabbath? about which. he
was not speaking, and which God has associated with
moral laws, is utterly wrong. No honest lawyer, that
understands his business, will ever interpret laws in
that way. Concerning those * carnal ordinances”
which the apostle speaks of, which were against men,
and which stood in meats and drinks, and new moons,
and divers washings, sabbaths .and other things.
which were not designed to be permanent, we say,
with Paul, * Touch net, taste not, handle not.”

While with regard to spiritual ordinances, “the
Sabhath” and the moral law of which it forms an in-
separable part, we say, and we feel with the Lord of
Paul, “ It was made for man.” The Saviour came
not to destroy that law, but to fulfillit; andin
preaching the Gospel, neither he, nor Paul, nor any
minister.who preaches like them, ever makes void
that law, but always establishes it. And till heaven
and earth pass away, it will not pass away.

God sent his Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and for sin, not that the moral law should be abolish-
ed, but that the righteousness of the law should be
fulfilled in them that walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit. And thus only will the law of the
spirit of life in Christ Jesus make them free from the
law of sin and death. - Thus it has been, and thus it
will be. Those men, wherever found, will delight in
the law of God after the inward man. God, accord-
ing to his promise, will write it upon their hearts,
and they will have respect to all his commandments.
The ‘Sabbath will be to them & delight: The holy of
the Lord will be honorable, and they will honor him
by devoting the. day; not to purposes of worldly bu-

and to the spiritial'good of men.

Says the celebrated Dr., Chalmers, “ We never in
the whole course of our recollections, met with a
Christian who bore upon his character every other
evidence of the Spirit’s operation, who did not re-
member the Sabbath day and keepit holy. We ap-
peal to the memory of all the worthies who are ly-
ing in their graves, that, eminent as they were in ev-
ery other grace and accomplishment of the new crea-
ture, the religionsness of their Sabbath day shone
with equal lustre amid the fine assemblage of virtues
which adorned them. In every Christian household,
it will be found that the discipline of a well-ordered
Sabbath is never forgotten among the old lessons of
a Christian education; and we appeal to every indi-
vidual who now hears us, and who carries the remem-
brance in his bosom of a father’s worth and a father’s
piety, if, on the coming round of the seventh day, an
air of a peculiar sacredness did not spread itself over
that mansion where he drew his first breath, and was
taught to repeat his infant hymn, and lisp his infant
prayer. Rest assured that the Christian, having the
love of Giod written in his heart, and denying the
Sabbth a place in his-affections, is an anomaly that is
nowhere to be found. Every Sabbath image, with
every-Sabbath circumstance, is dear to him. He loves
pthe quietness of that hallowed morn. He loves the
retirement of this day from the din of worldly busi-
ness and the inroads of worldly men. He loves the
leisure it brings along with it ; and sweet to his soul
is the exercise of that hallowed hour, when there is
no eye to-witness him but the eye of Heaven, and
when, in solemn audience with the Father who seeth
him in secret, he can, on the wings of celestial con-
templation, leave all the cares and all the secularities
of an alienated world behind him.”

And sweet especially is the hour when his commun-
ion and fellowship are truly with the Father and his
Son Jesus Christ. Then in joyfull dnticipation of the
time when, with the general assembly and church of
the first-born, whose names are written in heaven,
be shall see him as he is, and be like Him, his joy
may emphatically be said to be full. And in the
keeping of his Sabbaths, with their attendant means
of grace, and in the discharge of the various and ap-
propriate duties of life, God will guide him by his
counsel, and afterwards receive him to glory:.and
then will he raise him from glory to glory, to end-

less ages.
e I ———— e

¢ The Letter killeth but the Spirit giveth Life.”

SoMmE say, “ The letter killeth : let us not mind that
much lest we be killed: let us seek after the inward
light, the Spirit that giveth life. Much study of the
written Word is dangerous,” &c. Such I think ua-
derstand not whereof they affirm. “The letter kill-
eth.” The letter of what? Of the New Testament,
the context answers; and the sequel of the chapter,
shows, that the letter of the New Testament is what
was written and engraven in tables of steone, that is,
the Decalogue, or ten commandments. This is ac-
cording to what is written in Jer. xzxi, 33. After
those days saith the Lord, L wifl put my law in
their inwerd 'parts and write it in their hearts, &e.
and what law can that be, but that which Jesus
Ohrist sums up in two commands : to love our God
and to love our neighbour The above prophecy,
Paul applies to the New Testament dispensation.
Heb. viij, 103 x, 16, “ The law then kills, condemns,
curses, knows no mercy.” Not too fast. The law
is properly an impress of the character of its great
author, our Creator and our God. Is he good, long-
suffering, gracious, merciful ? So must his law be.
He must demand thelike characteristics of us, and there
is an implied obligation on his part, to be the perfect
pattern of all he requires of us. The secand com-
mandment closes thus: “ Showing mercy unto thou-
sands of them that love me and keep my command-
mients.” Istherehereno mercy? Nay, tomy mind,
the law is replete with mercy. Ay, but what say
you to those previous words of the second command-
ment. “T the Lord thy God am a jealous God, vis-

siness, traveling or amusement, but to his worship,

iting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children,
unto the third and fourth generation of them that
hate me :’—Ans. Mark the last words : of them that
hate me; and learn a principle, justand equal in the
divine government. Sinner, hater of God, dost thou
approve of the crimes of thy father, or of any of thy
ancestors ; dost thou inherit the wages of their inig-
uity, and shalt thou escape the just judgment of God?
Saint, lover of God, dost thou approve of the righte-
ousness of thy father, or of any of thy ancestors, and
dost thou willingly inherit from them, the poverty,
the shame, or the reproach which a wicked world
heaped upon them for their piety;.and shalt thou not
with them be blessed? God’s ways are equal. Are
we sinners 7 all the sins that we approve of, become
in a sense, our own : for the commandment is exceed-
ind broad, and reaches to the thoughts and intents of
the heart. Are we saints 2 We are partakers of all
the righteous acts of which we approve, and which
we would perform if we could. Does the law kill, or
condemn th:“z?nner? and is it not a mercy that it
does? It cuts up by the roots his sclf-righteons
hopes, and makes him despair of being saved other-
wise -than by the grace, and mercy of God. Being
thus killed by the letter, he is now, for the first time
prepared Lo be made alive by the Spirit of the New
Testament, that is, by the mercy grace, and love of
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. The sinner re-
pents, looks up, prays to God, confesses his sins, and
believes in Jesus Christ. His heart is broken. His
heart is changed. Tt receives the impress of God’s
law, so that he loves it ; loves God, loves saints, and
pities sinners. Condemnation, to him, ceases ; for he
is freely justified by faith in Jesus Christ. The min-
istration of the Spirit, whose fruits are faith, hope,
and love, remains. He has passed from death unto
life; old things are passed away, and behold all
things become new. Not, that God, or his law, or
his people, or the-earth has passed away, but he sees
with new eyes, and in new light, a God whom he
adores, a law which he loves, and a people whom he
fellowships. WarrsTiLL PHiLLips.
Cuba, Fulton Co., IL., 1854.

A Warning to Crhistians:

Then shall many, be offended, and shall betray one anoth-
er; and many false prophets shall arise, and shall deceive
many; and because iniquity shall abound, the love of many
shallwax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, shall be
saved. Matt. xxiv, 10-13,

It is well known that seasons of great and general
excitement, whether arising from political or other
causes, are fraught with danger to the mental stabil-
ity of many individuals. There are times when some
dreadful epidemic seems to seize hold of the minds of
men, when a blind excitement pervades all classes;
and few escape the infection. Times of war and rev~
olution are eminently such, and tend greatly to un-~
settle men’s minds, to work them up into an unhealthy,
feverish state, creating a morbid desire for an unwhole-
some stimulus. When events occur which powerful-
ly effect the general mind, when nations are roused
into energetic and unwonted action; when old-estab-
Yighed and world-wide systems are verging on dissolu-
tion, then iy the individual mind, even of the man of
God, liable to be unbalanced, to lose, as it were, ity
foothold, and be silently but surely borne away, by
the passion that sways the hour, into the gulf of for-
getfulness of God; such fimes were impending when
Jesus replied to his disciples’ question, and the same
warnings and injunctions given them, will apply to
all similar occasions. “ Because iniquity shall abound,
the love of many shall wax cold.” ¢ See that ye be
not troubled ; in your patience possess ye your souls,”
that is, in patient continuance in well-doing, possess
the mastery over your own minds: be not carried
away by the prevailing spirit. Be watchfuland pray-
erful. Such is the tenor of some of the injunctions,
given in view of the approaching evils.

It will be evident {0 all who take notice of the
course of public and political events, and who does
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not, in these latter days, when so mauy run to
and fro, and knowledge is increased ? thatevents of no
common import are about to transpire. The voices
of the prophets, with one consent, testify that nation-
al convulsions ; famines, pestilences, earthquakes, &c.,
must precede the much-desired era of rest and peace
under the Messiah. The proclamation of Joel rings in
our ears,” Preparce war, wake up the mighty men ; let
all the men of war draw near, let them come
up ; beat you plowshares intoswords, and your prun-
ing hooks into spears; assemble and come all ye na-
tions, and gather yourselves together round about.”
We already see the greater part of the world in arms,
and we look also for thie crumbling to pieces of an old
established system, corrupted from its origiual, di-
vine simplicity, grown old in wantonness and crime,
joined with the rulers of the world in an unholy un-
ion, that they might “eat up God’s people, as if they
were bread ;”” we look for the day when the proud
shall be abased, and the Lord alone be exalted. But
the overthrow of Babylon will be mighty, and how
many noblée beings will be involved in her fall? As
it is said in the book of Daniel, “ Many of them of
understanding shall fall through seducews, who ghall
cleave to them by flatteries.”

Whether these things are at hand or not, the fact
remains ; & war spirit is abroad, a spirit of hatred and
delusion. It isits contaminating influence that we fear
~—1it is the demoralizing influence of familiarity with
the ideas of war and bloodshed—it is the unhealthy
excitement, the bitter party spirit, that 14, evil, and
causes evil to spread.

Let it not be said there is no danger to Christ’s
disciples from these causes. There is danger ; because
“ when iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall
wax cold.” Such are the mysterious and inexplica-
ble sympathies which bind man to man, which for-
bid a separate and isolated interest, that we catch un-
cansciously the prevalent tone, and we know not till
the mind is warped and unsettled, and thus, being in
an unhealthy state. it is ready to receive and to con-
ceive evil, The moral scourge is more destructive
even than the pestilence.

In extraordinary times, God will grant to his cho-
san, extraordinary help. Of this blessed truth we
have many assurances; but our space forbids their
transcription. The reader may turn to Job v, 17-24;
Isa. xxxiii, 10-17 ; Ps. xxxiii ; and many other passa-
ges to the same purpose.

In view of the evils which are certainly coming up-
on us, and of others which may be near, how ought
the believers in Jesus to be drawing closer and firm=
er, the bonds of christian and brotherly love, so that
united, they may the better resist the insidious ap-
proach of disaffection to the crogs of Christ. That,
united, they may watch over and strengthen one an-
other; and by keeping aloof from the spirit of the
world, “ build themselves up in the mest holy faith,?
and “ having done all, to stand with their loins girt
about with truth, their feet shod with the preparation
of the gospel of peace, and their hearts filled with the
love of God; praying always, with all perseverance
and supplication {1 all saints, as well asthemselves.”

The time must vome when the secrets of all hearts
shall be revealed, when the veil which custom, re-
serve, or prudenco has drawn over the faces of most
of men, shall be torn away. Then will * the sinners
in Zion be afraid,” then will  foearfulness surprise the
hypocrites,” Isa. xxxiii,14. The wordsof Jesus, “many
shall be offended, and shall betray one another; and
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall
wax cold”—ring the death knell of many a fair pro-
fession.

Let then the followers of Jesus, who are secking
for glory, honor and incorruptibility. bethink them-
selves, and in view of the dangers to which the tone
and stability of the individaal mind is exposed, from
the stir and the excitement, and the party spirit, now
working amongst the people; let them exercise cau-
tion, watch fulness and prayer; let them use self-

denial, self-possession, self-control, and faith in
God’s promises; let them be earnest and diligent in
every good work, that they may be marked out as
people who look beyond the present world, and who
recognize the hand of God in all events. Let them
not be led away by the spirit of the time, but strive
the more earnestly to live ¢ soberly, righteously and
godly, in the present world, looking for the appearing
of the great God and our Saviour, And may the
Lord direct their hearts into the love of God, and into
the patient waiting for Christ.”—Moncrieff’s Ex-
positor, Scotlund.

¢ Pray witheut Ceasing.’

Tais commandment or exhortation ought to be
obeyed, and may be obeyed. O what a lack there is
of realizing the importance of prayer! Mueh is said
about it, but we do not feel as we should. If omne
is wanting in true wisdom, lively faith, or sinew of
religious character, he frequently complains, and won-
ders what is the matter, but forgets that he neglects
a necessary earnestness and frequency of closet pray-
ers. When such a one does kneel down to pray, per-
haps he does not resolve, like a wrestling Jacob, *1
will not let thee go unless thou bless me.”” Is not the
fault here? The soul wants food. Prayer time is
its meal time. No wonder, then, that the soul is
weak, that will not eat heartily—that is not in ear-
nest at prayer. But if the fault is not herg, is it not
because the seasons for prayer are too few and far
between? No wonder that the soul droops that is
only seldom at the table of heavenly manna. Of
such a one, there may be danger of death by famine,
of the “second death.” O that professorscould see
the evils of neglecting prayer ! But thereis another,
and perhaps a more common way, of bringing bar-
renness to the goul, and that.is, not so much the want of
seasons of earmestness or of going alone often to
pray, but the habit of going forth from the cleset
without remembering the voice heard there, without
improving the grace, and using the strength received
there. In short, it is the habit of rushing out of the
closet into the whirl of worldly business, without
carrying along the spirit to “pray without ceasing,”
without watching unto prayer, so that ten minutes
after enjoying a blessing on his knees, the careless soul
is 8o plunged into the cares, riches, and pleasures of
this life that it is difficult for him to say whether he
enjoys any religion. Dear reader, will you allow me
to ask you to look back on your past life, and see if
this has not sometimes been the case with you.

e e e et
Truth Vindicated,

[Bro. Lindsey from Vermont writes:—While in
Canada I found an old book entitled Truth Vindica-
ted, written upwards of, 60 years ago, with the fol-
lowing word to a Sabbath-breaker, which I think is
applicable to the present time. ]

Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. Have
you forgotten who spoke these words? Or do you
set him at deflance 2 Do youbid him do his worst?
Have a care. You are not stronger than he. Let
the potsherd strive with the-potsherds of the earth:
but wo unto the man that contendeth with his Ma-
ker; he sitteth on the circle-of the heavens, and the
inhabitants of the earth are as grasshoppers before
him! 8ix days shalt thou labor and do- all thy
work. But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God. It is not thine, but God’s day.
He claims it for his own. He always did claim it
for his own, even from the beginning of the world.
In six days the Lord made heavenand earth, and res-
ted the seventh day. Thereforethe Lord blessed the
Sabbath day and hallowed it. He hallowed it ; that
is, he made it holy; he reserved it for his own ser-
vice. He appointed that as long as the sun, or the
moon, the heavens and the earth should endure, the
children of men should spend this day in the wor-
ship of him, who gave them life and breath and all
things. Shall a man then rob God? And art thou
the man ? Consider, think what thou art doing. s
it not God who giveth thee all thou hast? Kvery
day thou livest, is it not his gift? And wilt thou
give him none? Nay, wilt thou deny him what is
his own already. He will not, he cannot quit his
claim. This day is God’s. It was so from the be-
giuning. It will be so to the end of the world. This
he cannot give to another. O render unto God the
things that are God’s. Now! To-day, while it is
called to-day !

For whose sake does God lay clain to this day?
For his sake or for thine? Doubtless, not for his
own. He needeth not thee, nor any child of man.
Look unto the heavens and see, and behiold the clouds
which are higher than thou. If thou sinnest, what
dost thou against him? If thy transgressions be

multiplied, what dost thou unto him? If thou art
righteous, what givest thou him? Or what receiveth
he at thine hand? For thine own sake therefore,
God thy Maker doth this. For thine own sake he
calleth thee to serve him. For thine own sake, he
demands a part of thy time, to be restored to him
that gave thee all. Acknowledge his love. Learn,
while on earth to praise the King of heaven. Spend
this day, as thou hopest to spend that day which
never shall have an end.

The Lord not only hallowed the Sabbath-day, but
he hath also blessed it, so that you are an enemy to
yourself. You throw away your own hlessing, if
you neglect to keep this day holy. It isa day of
special grace. * * * Awake, arise, let God give thee
his blessing! Receive a token of his love! Cry to
him that thou mayest find the riches of his grace in
Christ Jesus! You do not know how many more
of these days of salvation you may have. And how
dreadful would it be, to be called hence in the abuse
of his proffered mercy. O what mercy hath God
prepared for you, if you do not trample it under foot.
What mercy hath he prepared for them that fear
him even before the sons of men! A peace which
the world cannot give: joy, that no man taketh from
you: rest from doubt and fear, and sorrow of heart ;
and love, the beginning of heaven. And are not these
for you? Are they not purchased for you by him
who loved you, and gave himself for you? Youa
rebel against God! You who have so long crucified
him afresh ! Now look unto him whom you have
pierced! Now say, Lord, it is enough. I have fought
against thee long enough. 1 yield, Jesus Master,
have mercy on me.

On this day, above all, cry aloud and spare not, to
the Glod who heareth -prayer. This is the day he
hath set-apart for the good of your soul, both in this
world and that whichis to come. Never more disap-
point the design of his love, either by worldly busi-
ness or idle diversions. * * * Let his love be ever be-
fore youreyes. Let his praise beever in your mouth.
You havelived many years in folly and sin. Now
live one day unto the Lord.

You have heard of God’s judgments even upon earth
agamst the profaners of this day, and yet these
are but as drops of that storm of fiery indignation
which will at last devour his adversaries. O my
friend know the privilege you enjoy. Now remem-
ber the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. Your day of
life and of grace is far spent. Make haste to use the
time you have. Improve the last hours of your day.
Now seek the #hings which meke for your peace, that
you may stand before the face of God with pleasure
for ever,

The Lord Cometh !

Yes the Lord cometh, Behold he cometh out of
his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for
their iniquity. He cometh forth of his place, ang will
come down, and tread upou the high places of the
earth. And the mountains shall be molten under
him, and the valleys shall be cleft as wax before the
fire, and as waters that are poured down a steep

place.” He cometh with ten thousand of his saints,

to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all
that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all
their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spo-
ken against him. He cometh with clouds, and every
eye shall see him, and they also whieh pierced him:
and all kindreds of the earth shall weep and wail be-
cause of him. As He ascended inte heaven, even so
this same Jesus cometh in like manner—He cometh
witl a shoat, with the voice of the archangel and the
tramp of God. He cometh with power and great
glory—in all the glory of his Father, and with all
his holy angels; and he will send his angels with a
great sound of a trumpet to gather his elect from the

“four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

He cometh in that great and dreadful day of the
Lord-—that great day which is near, and hasteth
greatly ; in that day when the mighty men shall cry
bitterly—that day, which will be a day of wrath, &
day of trouble and distress; aday of wasting and des-
olation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of
clouds and thick darkness, and a day of the trumpet
and alarm against the fenced cities and high towers,
Ie cometh in that day when the trumpet shall be
blown in Zion, and an alarm sounded in all God’s
holy mountain; and when all the inhabitants of the
land will tremble. He cometh in that day which
shall burn as an oven, when all the proud, yea, and
all who do wickedly, shall beas stubble; and He
that cometh shall burn them up saith the Lord of
Hosts. And he comncth in that day of the Lord
which will be eruel both with'wrath and fierce anger;
which will come-as a day of destruction from the Al-
mighty, when all hands will faint, and all hearts melt ;
when God will punish the world for its cvil, and the
wicked for their iniquity ; when the arrogancy of the
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proud will cease, and the haughtiness of the terrible
be laid low'; when God will lay the land desolate and
destroy the sinners thereof out of it.

Yes, the Lord cometh. He cometh from Edom,
with died garments from Bozrah, glorious in his ap-
parel, travailing in the greatness of his strength,
speaking righteousness and mighty to save. He has
trodden the winepress alone, and of the people, there
were none with him; he will tread them in his anger,
and trample them in hig fury; for the day of ven-
geance is in his heart, and the year of his redeemed
is come.

“Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad;

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof;

Let the ficld be joyful and all that is therein;

Then let all the trees of the wood rejoice before the
Lord; for He cometh !

For he cometh to judge the earth !

He shall judge the world with righteousness !

And the people with his truth!1”

Yes, He cometh; and he that cometh will come
and will not tarry. He says surely I come quickly ;
- and who will not respond—Even so come, Eord Je-
sus 7 He comath to reign; to try every man’s work
of what sort it is, and to render to every man accord-
ing as his work shall be. He cometh to cleanse the
earth, to beautify it and purify it; to make the wil-
derness like Eden, and the desert like the garden of
the Lord.

How important it is, that we should meditate on
his coming ; that it should be the subject of our night-
ly prayer, the burden of our morning thoughts, and
the theme of our noon-day conversation. It should
occupy our sleeping, and our waking hours, How
solemn the thought that the Lord COMETH ! Those
words should be in our hearts continually, and we
should teach them diligently to our children; we
should talk of them when we sit in the house, and
when we walk by the way; when we lie down, and
when we rise up, and when we are about our daily
occupation; we should bind them for a sign upon
our hand, and a frontlet between our eyes, and write
them on the tablet of our hearts; we should engrave
them on the posts of our houses and on our gates ;
and say to all continually, The Lord cometh. He
cometh as a refiner’s fire, and as fuller's soap; and
who shall stand when he appeareth.

e I st
End of all Things.

“Coming event casts their shadows before.”
We live in the midst of portentous times. The in-
dications of an appaling and mighty crisis in the af-
fairs of this world are thickening on every hand, and
becoming more and more apparent. "We have no de-
sire to create unnecessary alarni, or to be considered
in the light of a croaker, or to prophesy evil concern-
ing this generation ; but we de think that every man
of candor and good sense, who is not too proud to
learn, or 0o wise to seek instruction, will take the

trouble to investigate and search, that he may be sat-y

isfied, touching a subject in which the entire human
family are deeply intercsted. We allude to the com
ing of the Lord Jesus Christ in the clouds of heaven,
with all his holy angels, “in flaming fire taking ven-
geance on them that know not God, and obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall Le pun-
ished with everlasting destruction fromn the presence
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; when
he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to. be
admired in all them that believe in that day.”

We wish to call the attention of the people to the
investigation of these things. No one but a madman
would refuse even to look at a subject fraught
with such deep and momentous interest to himself,
and that of his fellow-men. A spirit of honest inqui-
ry, and a candid examination of prophecy will lead
to results far more conclusive and satisfactory, than
o hasty and inconsiderate condemnation of every.one
who professes to believe that the end of all things is
near at hand.

In Luke xxi, our Saviour talking with the disciples
on the Mount of Olives, concerning the destruction of
Jerusalem,, and after specifying the various signs by
which that important ev'eng’ should be characterized,
proc.eeds to speak also of the signs which shall im-
;nedlately precede the dest: uétion of the earth as fol-

Wos 3

“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the
nioon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress
of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves
roaring ; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are coming on the
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shalten~—
And then they shall.ses the Son of man comingina
cloud with power and great glory.”

_Let any man who is not wilfully blind, or wickedly
disposed to ridicule every thing serious, ask himself
if there is not at this moment fﬁstress among the na-
tions and perplexity 7 Do not men’s hearts fajl them

for fear ? Is there not a general fearfulness and want
of confidence among all portions of the business com-
munity in our own country ? Do we not witness the
daily arrival of hordes of famishing men and wom-
en from the shoies of Europe ?

Again does not Paul describe the men of this gen-
eration, and delineate their character as truly as
though he were now present among us, together with
an exact and striking portraiture of the very times
in which we live ? Examine, and see what Paul says
of the perilous times of the last days. Does not Pe-
ter, also, speak of scoffers and mockers who shall
come in the last days? And are there no scoffers am-
ong us 7 Will no one scoff at this article after reading
it?7 And why should they # Is not our private opin-
ion on this subject as much our property, as upon
any other subject 2 We ask no one to believe upon
our testimony, but we merely say, that if they will
take the pains to look inte the prophecy of the Serip-
tures, and then look at the world as it 1s, if they do
not find & wonderful coincidence between the two,
as well as many striking fulfillments of the predic-
tions there contained, going on around us every day,
their organs of perception must be obtuse indeed.

COMMUNICATIONS.

From Sr. Locke-

Dear Bro. Warte:—True and certain it is that
we areliving in an awful time, a time in which Satan
is busily engaged, trying to deceive those who are
honest, draw their minds from the truth and lead
them captive at his will. I am astonished that intel-
ligent people should be duped by these contradictory
spirit manifestations, They manage somehow to tell
just enough truth to make those whom they deceive,
believe them when they lie. We read in the Word
“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved,”” (Acts xvi, 31,] but these pretended spirits
say believe on us; but ““To the law and to the tosti-
mony : if they speak not according to this word it is be-
eause there is no light in them.”” Isa. viii, 20. Iam
thankful that the blessed truth of the sleep of the
dead found way to my heart in time to save e from
this fatal delusion intd which millions are insensibly
falling. God forbid that any of his honest children,
who are looking for our blessed Lord, should turn
away their ears from the truth and be turned unto
fables, but according to the testimony * Sanctify the
Lord of hosts himself, and let him be your fear and
let him be your dread.”

O brethren and sisters let ns stand fast and be
firm in the truth,and we shall not bemoved. Although
spirits of devils svorking miracles, are around us,
if we be followers of thal which is good what shall
harm us. Let us resist Satan in all his various forms
and the God of Israel will protect us and be our ref-
uge. There are those around us who are crying
“ peace, peace, when there is no peace,” they heed not
the watchman’s voice and say, We will not hearken.
O that they would turn their cars to the truth and
set their house in order for truly the day of God
hasteth greatly—* That day is a day of wrath, a day
of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and of deso-
lation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of
clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring distress
upon men, that they shall walk as blind men, be-
cause they have sinned against the Lord; and their
blood shail be poured out as the dust, and their flesh
as the dung.” Zeph. i, 156-17, There are those who
make light of that great day of God. in which says
the Prophet, “ the mighty man shall there cry bitter-
ly,” and Jer. xxx, 23, says “It shall fall with pain
upon the head of the wicked. Behold their earis un-
circumcised and they cannot hearken. Behold the
word of the Liord 15 unto them a reproach, they have
no delight in it. Jer. vi, 10. Evil men and scducers
are waxing worse and worse, but ** Jet every one that
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”
May we all strive for the victory, and press forward
trusting in-God and he will keep usfrom the fowler’s
saare. Marcia S. Avery.

Locke Mich., Apr., 26th, 1854.

From Bro, Harris.

Dear Bro. Warre:—We feel that God is for us,
and who can be against us? Christ we find an
eyer present friend, and help in time of need. Al-
though we are situated some thirty wiles from any
dear brethren of our faith, we would not repine at
this: o ; but we will lift up our heads and rejoice ;
for we believe that we shall soon sit with you and all
of our brethren in the kingdom of our God, no more
to go. out for ever. .

Dear brethren pray for us; for we feel we are in

the enemy’s land, and far away from those who wish’

us well; yet as long as God would have us live here
we feel to say, Amen! But we mean to stand for the
truth! although the power and strength of this

world is against us,dyet we have the victory through
our Lord Jesus, and the hope of immortality in the
world tocome. Ifseems to me dear brethren, that
there are some at the present day like those that Paul
found at Rome, who change the truth of God into a
lie, and worship and serve the creatare more than the
Creator. O for an eye single to the glory of God!
Erastus Harris.
Vernon, April 23d, 1843,
ittt RN S et
From Bro. Pettibone:

Dear Bro, Wmite :—The Heview I read with
interest and comfort. The subjects therein treated
are subjects that will bear criticism, being sustained
by the word of Inspiration. The signs of the times,
the scenes of the earth as they arc unfolding and be-
ing developed by the nations of the earth, doubly con-
firm the truths of Inspiration, and loudly calls on
man to twn to God and seck salvation, immortali-
ty, eternal life.

But will they take heed. They have been enjoy-
ing the mercy of God long. Will the judgment,
famine, sword, or pestilence awaken? No. But
God will receive all that come to him. This invita-
tion inspires me with hope and confidence, and begets
within me an earnest of my inheritance.

Yours truly, K. S. PerrisonNE.

Grand Rapids, Mich , Apr. 23d, 1854.

et e Aot .

From Sr. Miiler,

Dear Bro. Wuire:—Woe feel traly thankful for
the Review. It isread with great interest by my-
self and companion. It is comforting and strength-
ening to iear from those of like precious faith. We
are living in a place where there is very little vital
piety, and where the light of truth is scarcely seen;
for they rejecied the first angel’s message. 1 feel al-
most afraid that they will reject till it is too late.
Our experience in the Advent doctrine has been
short; but we believe as fast as we understand, and
we are determined to make sure work for eternity,
and never give up until our Redecmer comes. There
are none here who love the glorious doctrine of our
Saviour’s soon coming; but I firmly believe it, and
am growing stronger though we generally have no’
preaching, on]yevthe Bible, and what we reccive from
the Reveew. We take great pleasure in searching the
Word of God, in which there are such hidden stores
of knowledge, and we rejoice in the prospeet of the
soon coming of Christ. We mnever before have folt
that longing after holiness of heart, and that desire
for entire consecration that we have since we em-
braced the present truth.- My prayer is, Lord in-
crease the work until the message shall go with a
loud voice, and the saints all be engaged in proclaim-
ing “The seventh day is the Sabba‘h of the Lord
thy God.” I feel to praise God that the time is ap-
proximating when all who do keep the command-
ments of Gtod and the faith of Jesus. will enter
through the pearly gates into the holy city, and have
right to the tree of life which is in the midst of the
paradise of God.

My prayer is that the Lord may help us to feel the
importance of being in all things like our blessed
Master ; and finally, that we may stand with him on
Mount Zion, there to dwell with him for ever and
ever,

We are alone here endeavoring to kcep the com-
mz}.ndx_nents: and though our names are cast out as
evil, since we have been trying to keep all the com-
gnandments of God; yet we rcjoice that we are coun-
ted worthy to suffer reproach for the word of God.

Yours striving for the kingdomn. '

Saran S. MiLLER.
Maione, Franklin Co., N. Y., Apr. 27th, 1854,

D B v;‘rom Bro. }Yﬂkerson.

EAR Bro. Wuite:—1I am trying to. kee
commandments of God, and I gl‘%\\'bstrongef :;13
stronger in the truth of the third angel’s message.

I came from Vermont a few weeks since tg this
place. There is no one here but my mother and one
brother who keep the Sabbath of the Lord.

The new time is making some progress in this re-
gion; but I feel like holding on to the Lord; and
while there are 50 many spirits gone out, let us try
the spirits by the Word. * “To the law and to the
testimony : if they speak not according to this word,
it is because there is no light in them.” So we find
it. I was conversing not long since with a Timeist,
and he affirmed that there was not one of the ten
commandments binding on us. 'We see by this that
there is no light in them.

Brethren, et us hold on to the truth, and not be
blown about by every wind of doctrine, but plant
our feet on the rock, and be established in the
present truth. I am glad that there are a few
who are willing to come out from the church and the
world and keep God’s commandments and refuse the

mark of the beast. I look forward with joy to that
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day when the third angel shall go wilh a loud voice.
Here is the patience of tho saints. * Blessed is the
man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth
hold on it; that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting
it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.” lsa.
1vi, 2. This wo see is when Christ’s coming is near ;
for he says, [verse 1 | “ My salvation is near to come
and my righteousness to be revealed.”

I thank the Lord that he has chosen the poor of
this world rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom.
Brethren, pray for us. I want to be more like my
Master ; and my prayer is, Lord search me and try
me, and sec if there be any wicked way in me, I
would be glad if any of the lecturing brethren could
come this way and present the truth to the people.
The third angel’s message has never been preachedhere.

Yours in hope. B. F. WILKERSON.

Westfield, Mass., Apr 23d, 1854.

SPIRITUALISM.

% But there were false prophets also among the peopls, even
as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily [Pri-
vate Circles,} shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift
destruction.”” 2 Pet. ii, 1.

" When they shall say, Pedce and safety, then sudden de-
gtruction cometh upon them.” 1 Thess, v, 3

“ Babylon the great is falien, is fallen, and is become the
hahitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,”’ &e.
Chap. xviii, 2.

b those [Christ's] coming is after [immediately following]
the working of satan with all power, and signs and lying won-
ders.”! 2 Thess. ii, 9.

¢« And shall show great signs and wounders, insomuch that, if
it were possible, they shall deoeive the very elect:’ Matt
xxiv, 24

Tt has been suid that the church [Rev. xviii, 2.] could not be
the hold of every foul spirit &e. because the spirit manifesta-
tions were not especially connected with the church but were
ohifly located among eother classes; hut if any one doubts
that the church is becoming sach, let them notice the daily
increasing instances where not only professors, but ministers
of the differont churches have yiclded their former prejudices
and embraced the spiritual teachings. 1t is naturalthat it
should be so. The popular theology consisting of some of the
most artful fables which the enemy of all truth could devise,
has completely paved the way for this last great work of de-
ception. Artfully has he laid his plans and as artfully is he
accomplishing them. For the charch, withher present un-
soriptural theology in regard to the state of the dead, and the
question of immortality, to stand firm against these manifesta-
tions of spirits, would be as unnatural as for water to refuse to
flow through achannel already dug. Fortestimony to show the
progress and development of this work, we. quote from the
Spiritual Telegraph as being the most reliable source of in-
formation, The following extraets show how this subject ig
beginning to take hold on the community. Especially impor-
tant is Judge Edmonds’ report, given at tho New York Con-
farence of Spiritualists.

Rav. F. 8. King, of Boston, Mass., recently made honorabls
mention of Emanuel Swedenborg in his sermon; and it is
known that- not only he, but sevoral Unitarian clergymen in
this vieinity, and some of other denominations are strongl
disposed to a nore spiritual faith, and frequently make funll
mention of the reality of spiritual eommunications to their
hearers.

New Yorx CoNFERENCE.—AT the Conference of Spiritu-
alists in Dodworth Academy, Tuesday evening, April 25th,

Judge Edmounds remarked that ever sinee his return from
the West, he had been desirous of coming here and givingan
account of his journey in connection with Dr. Dexter, but had
been prevented from so doing until now; he did not come
row to give a full account, but rather to apologize. During
their journey he had addressed 20,000 persons; had a great
many chanceg of learning thostate of Spiritnalism ; saw many
mediums, and from what they saw and heard, gathered vast
encouragement for the cause. Montioned some facts; found
the churches depopulated, forsaken by priest and poople;
found many religious denominations fromn whomthe members
werc deserting in great numbers. Inone instance tho Judge
was called upon by a clergyman who wished some light on
gpiritusl subjects. Ho was referred to the hook called, “Spir-
itualism’’ While they were conversing two persons cameo
in. The clergyman seemed agitated, but shook haonds with
them and immediately left. The Judge lenrned that these
were two members of a chureh of twenty-scven who had de-
serted en masse, and gone over to Spiritualism. The belief
in Spiritualism had worked marvels. The jury-box, the leg-
jslative halls, and even the ballot-box had been controlled
by Spiritualists. The farmers were affected by it in great
numbers, They made no parade about it. The speaker would
give more particulars on the ncxt evening. One incident
which frequently happened to them in conneetion with the
presentation of the memorial, was to refer their communica-
tions to the committee on post-roads. This was not so much
out of the way ns some wounld think. The Judge himself
had reeeived information, through spiritual sources, of the
sickness or health of his family and friends. We had every
thing to encourage ne, from what had been seen. 'The cause
wag spreading in’ o manner which it was not in the power of
man to stop. Minds were engaged i it who eould make
themsolves felt. Some Spiritualists were uneasy on account
of the persceution poured upon them; but they were too nu-
merous for the stuke, the gallows, or the lunatic assylums to
dispose of.

Dr. Dextor rolated the ease of the interposition of Spirits
in the troatment of disease—n case where a man had lost
two fingers by an accident. The doctor thought the fingers
could not bo restored, but the Spirits directed that they should
be bandaged on. These directions wero compliod with, and
time proved their efficacy. The fingers, which had been en-
tirely severed, having become joined in such a manner that,
after the elapse of several months, scarcely a sear or mark
wag visible to distinguish them from the othars,

Judgo Edmonds alluded to the memorial to Congress, and
said be bad not signod it hecause he thought Congress had
nothing to do with it. Suppose Congress should report
against it, would it make any difference with us? Wa can
investigate for ourselves, without the aid of membors of Con-
gross. Spoke of the cbjection that had been made to Spirit
ualism on account of the fact that speaking mediums always
spoke in their own language. A Spirithad spoken to him
in Spanish rhrough two mediums, “young ladies, who knew
nothing at all of Spanigsh. Ilis own knowledge of the lan-
guage was so imporfect that ho was obliged frequently to
have recourse to tho dictionary to understand all that was said.
Faets were referred to by the Spirit which were not iu the
minds of any present, and a name in Spanish was given
whieh the mediums knew nothing of.

FOREIGN NEWS,
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The U. 8. Mail steamship Pacific, which left Liverpool on
Wednesday, April 19, at 2 P. M., arrived at New York on
Monday morning about 9 o’clock.

THE BALTIC—CAPTURE OF THE FIRS? RUSSIAN PRIZEs !

The London Times of the 17th published tho following tel-
egraphic dispateh from its Copenhagen correspondent, and the
information caiised much excitement: *“The British frigate
Tribune has just arrived from Admiral Plumridge’s squadron,
having taken five Russian prizes and anumber of prisoners 1"’

These ships had been for some time under surveillance.
They were laden with sulphur, lead, and other contraband
of war—waere last from Luhec, and on their way to a Russian
port in the gulf of Finland.

Napier’s fleet now musters 37 sail, carrying 1,800 guns and
ever 18,000 men.

It was rumored that three French ships-of-war would be
withdrawn from the Black sea to re-enforce the Baltie floet,

On the 12th the French squadron under Admiral Parseval

Deschenes sailed from Brest to join the fleet in the Baltic un-
der Napier. Letters from Stockholm of the 6th confirm the
statement that the Russians had dismantled all the fortifica-
tions on the islands of Aland and had retired with guns and
stores to the main land.
The Czar had furthor ordered that all pilots and men ecapable
of bearing arms should remove from the islands to the main
land of Tinland, and also to remove or burn all ships and
boats. This system of defense is to be pursued all along the
shores of the Baltic and of the Black sea.

From THE Davuse.—Eight thousand Russians attempted
to storm Rassova, but were repulsed. On April 2, the attack
was renewed. Seven thousand five hundred men had heen
landed to re-enforce Varnn. The Cronstadt Salellite of the
4th announced the passage of the Danube at Simnitze by the
Turks on March 27. It was farther ramored’ that the Turks
had taken Tuma, and were advaneing in the rear of the Rus-
sians. No pitched battle had taken place up to April 9, ei-
th.rat Rassova or Silistria, but much fighting and cannonading
had been going on, from March 30 to April 7, in which the list
of killed and wounded, especially of the Russians, was much
augmented.

One mode of defending the entrance of Cronstadt is new and
dangerous  Strong iron chests, charged with powder and oth-
or combustible materials, are sunk in the channel, and con-
nected by wires to & galvanic battery. Above the chest is
some machinery which, on being touched by the keel of o pass-
ing vessel, completes the galvanic circuit and explodes the
mine. A hundred of these dangerous inventions are sunk in
tho narrow entry of Cronstadt,

Turkev.—Fifteen_thousand troops were daily expected at
Constantinople from Egypt, who wili immediately on arrirval
be forwarded to Batun under the escort of English and French
steamers.

Some excitement was manifested at Constantinople, and
the new Mufti was insulted, April 3. The declaration of war
by the allies reached Constantinople on the 5th, and the Porte
was about to issuc 2 manifesto in consequence. Lord Strat-
ford had nddressed tothe British Consuls a circular condemn-
ing the Groek insurrection. Accounts from Constantinople
of tho 5th mention that the city was illuminated in honor of
the Turkish vietorics in Dobrodja. On the other hand, Nich-
olas had sent an autograph letter, accompunied by his por-
trait set in dinmonds, to Gorehakoff, in recognition of the feat
of crossing the Danube.

As1a.—~—Aceounts from Lrzcrum state that Zarif Pasha,
General-in-Chief of the army of Anatolia, arrived at Kars on
6th of Mareh, and had been received with the greatest enthu-
siasm. The army was being supplicd with money, ammuni-
tion andclothes, so that the ensuing campaign would open nu-
dor better auspices than that which closed so disastrously in
December.  Avrtillery was to be sent as early as the state of
the roads would permit, hut, at present, with some feot in
depth of snow in the valleys and the fuce of the countrya
mass of mud and melting ice, military operations wers impos-
sible. Kurshid Pasha (Gen. Guyon) was still earnestly ocou-
pied in disciplining the forces. It is stated that the whole
Russian army is coneentrated at Gumri, (Alexandropol) which
they are fortifying very strongly, so that should the Russians
confine themselves to defensive warfare, the capture of Gumri
must precode all attempts at aggressive movements on the
partof the Ottoman eommander. The voluntary service of
the Arab and Kurdish tribes is continually offered to the ser-
vice of the Sultan.

‘The navigation in the Baltie iz opening.

Admiral Boxer (British) and staff passed through Paris 17th
on the way to the Xast. _ :

Prince Napoleon embarked at Marseilles 17th for Constan-
tinopie.

Trom Paris it is stated that on the 17th copies of a freaty
of alliunce, offensive und defensive, were exchanged between
France and England.

Appointments,
PrOVIDENCE permitting we will hold meetings as follows s
Jackson, Miel , the 11th, at § o’clock P. M.
Sylvan, the 12th, at 2 o’clock P. M., and hold over Sabbath

and First-day.
Locke the 19th, at 2 o’clock P. M., and hold over Sabbath
and First-day. Ep,

§2&" Providenee permitting, Bro. and Sr. White will meet
with the brethren In Conference at Koskonong, Wis.,, May
26th, and at Rosendnle June 2d. These meetings will com-
mence on sixth day at 2 o’clock P. M., and hold aslong as
may be thought hest.

Western Tour,

It is expected that there will be a general rally of the
faithful to the Conferences in Sylvan and Locke. Bro. Lough-
boreugh designs to accompany us from Milan, to attend these
Conferences with us.

Would it not be well for the scattered brethren to come to-
gethor something on the plan of a Camp-meeting, bringing
& trunk of provisions, and a few bed-clothes.

BZ7 Ay we have not heard from the bretbren in Wis., re-
speoting the places to hold Conferences in that State; and as
appointments for that State should be given in this No. of the
REeviEw, we have thought hest to give the appointments for
Koskonong and Rosendale without delay.

§Z7" Wx ghall be prepared to su&pl y our friends with pub-
lieations at the Conferences in Michigan and Wisconsin.
We hope they will be able to coms to these meetings pre-
pared to supply themselves with publications, and to help us
in the expenses of the REview.
——————
Just Received:

Storrs' Siz Sermons, and a supply of Bible vs. Tradition.

They are for sale at this Office.

—————— I ————e e
Business.
W. Pusrre.—Both your remittances for books have been
reeeived.
Bax, Marsu & HvaTt,—We mailed you Charts the 4th.
C. R. Avsmin.~In answer to your inqniries see Art, in
this No. entitled, The 144,000.
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A, Woodruff, L. 0. Stowell, H. Smiley, L. Drew, S.N. Bas-
com, G. Storrs.

Receipts,

H. H. Stanley, E. Rew, (should have been receipted in No.
11,) W. H. Brooks, E. Hutehinson, L. MecLellan, M. Sounth-
ard, each $1.
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L. Abbey $3.60. J. W. Becker $2,25. 8. Blood, C. Bige-
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J. Boorom $0,40 —$56,84 behind on the Review,

For J. N. A, o Pilgrim $L.

—————

THE REVIEW AND HERALD
IS PUBLISHED WEEKLY
At South St. Paul Street, Stone’s Bloek,
No. 23 Third Floor.

JOSEPH BATES, J. N. ANDREWS, JOSEPH BAKER,
Publishing Committee.

JAMES WHITE, Editor.

——

TERMS—We make no charges. Those who wish to pay
only the cost of one copy of the REViEW, (a8 some choose to
do,) may pay 81,50 a year. Canadasubseribers, $1, 75, when
the postage is pre-paid.

That we may be ahle to send the Review to the worthy
poor, and to many who have not yet embraced the views it
advocates, it will be necessary for all the friends of the cause
(who are ahle) to pay the cost of their own paper, and for
many of our readers to pay for one or more others.

All communications, orders, and remittances should be
addressed to JAMES WHITE Rochester, N. Y. 109 Mon-
roe Stroet, (post-paid.)




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

