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THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
(Concluded.)
XI., THE MINIATUEE EXHIBITION OF ‘THE XINGDOM
OF GOD,

The Transfiguration.
Lord Jesas had just told his people of their suffer-
ings and self-denial, if they would follow him, and
also the consequence of being ashamed of him be-
fore men; viz, that he will be ashamed of them
“when he shall come in his own glory, and in his
Father's, and of the holy angels.” ~ Then, that they
might have the assurance of his so coming, and
know that it was not a fable, he told them, “I tell
you of & truth-there be some standing here, which
shall not taste of death- till they see the kingdom
of God.” This promise he fulfilled about “an
eight days after,” in his transfiguration on the
mount, in the presence of Peter, John and James,

1, Jesus Christ appeared there in his own per-

sonal glory. His countenance shone like the sun,
and his raiment was white as the light,
. 2. The glory of the Father was there; it was
“a bright cloud” of the divine glory, out of which
came the Father’s voice, saying, “This is my be-
loved Son; hear him.” *

3. Two men which were Moses and Elias; the
one, the representative of those saints who shall be
raised at Christ’s coming, and clothed with glory ;
the other, Elias, the representative of those who will
be alive and be changed atthe appearing of Christ.

4.-This scene was revealed on- eartih, not in
heaven: thus teaching the disciples that the king-
dom of God will be revealed on earth at the ap-
pearing of Christ.

5. The use the apostles made of the scene. The
apostle Peter was one of the witnesses; and in
view of the importance of the kingdom of Christ,
he, in his second Epistle, has given the church of
all coming ages instruction how they may ensure
an abundant entrance “into the everlasting king-
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ.” “For we have
not followed cunningly devised fables when we
made known to you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of his
majesty : 2 Pet, 1 16, This he says was “ when
we were with himin the holy mount.” Tho scene
was a demonstration of the reality of Christ’s
second, personal and glorious appearing, to reward
every man according to his works,”

When this kingdom is set up, then it will be
true that the least saint who shall enjoy its glories
will be greater than ever John the Baptist was in

this world of temptation, sufferings, sorrow and

death. Then Pster—when in Christ's kingdom,
with his fellow apostles, he shall sit on his throne
with his Master, to judge the world—then Peter

can with safety be entrusted with the keys of the’

kingdom of heaven.  But it ‘does appear to me,
that, in this ‘world of passion and prejudice, it
would be rather hazardous to entrust the keys of
the kingdom of heaven either with Péter or the
Pope. There, under the immediate eye of the
great Master, and with passion and prejudice re-
moved, and a rectified judgment, it will be safe, if
it s0 seem good to the Lord, to place Peter at that
0st.
En. THE QUALIFICATIONS NECESSARY TO ENTER
THAT KINGDOM:

The Lord Jesus himself has settled this qiestion
by his own divine authority. Matt, xviii, 3:

Luke ix, 27-86. The

“Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted,
and become as’ little children, ye shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven.” As the little child
is, such must all be, or they can never enter that
kingdom. Hear the Saviour again : “Suffer
little children to come unto me, aud forbid them
uot; for of such is the kingdom of God.” Luke
xviit, 16. Fow are they? Auswer. 1. They are
innocent, and God loves them. 2. They possess a
fallen and corrupt nature, but are not guilty on
that account. Christ has cancelled the guilt of
Adamic transgression, and in the resurrection at
the last day, all the effects of the fall on the inno-
cent, or justified, will be removed, not befom::‘. 3.
They are branches of Christ, by the indwelling of
the spirit of Jesus Christ ; and are in a state of grace.
They transgress the letter of phe law, !)ut not
knowingly ; they have a continual justification
through the blood of Christ for all those unknown
violations of God's law. But when they know the
right and the wrong, and yet voluntarily forsake
the right, and commit the wrong, they become
guilty, and must repent, believe, and be converted,
in order to enter the kingdom of God. It may be
to some a startling proposition that infants are in
a state of grace, and have the Spirit of Christ
dwelling in them; but I can draw no other con-
clusions from the declarations of Christ respecting
them. No one can be Christ’s unless he has the
Spirit of Christ. No one can be quickened from
the dead and raised np to eternal life unless he has
the spirit in him which quickened Jesus Christ
from the dead. But little children, being the sub-
jects of the kingdom of heaven, must have aresur-
rection from the dead to eternal life, in order to
inherit it. But if that spirit be not in them they
caunot be so raised ; then they must have it and
be Christians. I cannot see that it is necessary
that the child should ever be anything else but a
Christian, If they are under the necessity of sin-
ning voluntarily when they come to years, it can-
not be accounted to them as sin; for they only
do what they must. That they do usually follow
their evil nature, rather than the teachings and
strivings of the Spirit, is frcely granted; but not
that there is any necessity that they should ever
become voluntary offenders, or be anything else
but true Christians. They come into being under
the covenant of grace, and they may remain so.
To enter the kingdom of hieaven, all men must be-
come what the Zittle child is.

1. We must become innocent. This cancnly be
by obtaining pardon of God through the atone-
ment of Jesus Christ. We are told very distinct-
1y how this may be obtained. 1 John i, 9. *If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for-
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.”  Such a confession as is here re-
quired is a penitent, believing, and obedient con-
fession of all our sins and sinfulness. When we do
this the pardon is sure. He is faithful and just to
grant it.  He cannot do otherwise4 nor can he
il on the same condition to cleanse us from all
unrighteo\usness. The innocent, God leves; and
whom he loves, to them he grants his Spirit to
‘dwell in them, and cleanse the thoughts of their
‘hearts, that they may perfectly love him, and wor-
thily magnify his name. They are as innocent in
his sight as though they had never sinned; and
immediately become partakers of the Spirit of
Christ, to govern and direct them in all they do.
And while they are led by the Spirit of God they
are the.sons of God.

2. But grace no more destroys nature in the

adult believer than iu the infant. That is not its

design. Grace, which is nothing but the indwell-
ing of the Holy Ghost in our mortal bodies, gov-
erns, regulates, and keeps nature in subjection ;
but glory is the graud antidote for poor fallen na-
ture ; and by that grand specific, the whole image
of God shall be restored. All, both children and
adults, will be glorified together.

There is no state of grace to which we may .at-
tain in this life where our old nature derived from
Adam will expire ; but every true believer in Je-
sus Clirist is in-a state where e does not serve
sin; it bas.not dominion over him. The law of
‘the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made him free
trom the law of sin and death. And while his
faith continues in exercise, by which he is united
‘to Christ, he has victory over all sin and does not
commit sin. Tempted we always shall he; a war
with nature we always shall-have; but the victo-
ry, through the power of an indwelling Christ, is
certain. The love of God dwells in the believer,
because the Holy Ghost dwells there; am}l 15 a
spirit of Jove,. Where God dwells, love dwells;
“for God is love.” | The love of God dwelling in
us, it will be the m%:;ing motive power of all our
acts. An action flowing from love may be erro-
neous, wrong in itself, but it cannot be imputed to
the believer as sin, nor can he be condemned for
that ignorant violation of God’s law. He rests,
not in his own obedience for justification, but in
Christ alone ; and through him has a continual
justification, and the witness abiding of his sonship.
God is both faithful and just to cleanse from all
unrighteousness all whom he forgives. We cau-
not obtain forgiveness until we confess our sins;
when we do that, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. It is only unbelief which says he is not thus
faithful.

XIII. THE MILLENNIUM AFTER THE RESURRECTION
OF THE JUST.

The doctrine of the universal {riumph of the
gospel for a thousand years before the second ad-
vent of the Saviour, thus making the reign of
Christ on earth as king of saints, purely spinitual,
and saying that the Lord delayeth his coming for at
least a thousand years, next demands our attention,

The doctrine of the world’s conversiou will first
be examined in the light of Scripture.

1. It is argued that there must be such a state
of universal holiness on carth, and before the sec-
ond advent, to fulfill such promises as the follow-
ing. Heb. vii, 11.  “They shall not teach every
man his neighbor and every man bLis brother, say-
ing, Know the Lord; for all shall know me from
the least to the greatest.” Again, Isa. xi, 5-9.
“ And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins,
and faithtulness the girdle of his reins The wolf
also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard
shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf and the
young lion and the fatling together ; and a little
child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear
shall feed ; their youug ones shall lie down togeth-
er: and the lion shall eat straw like theox. And
the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put his band on the
cockatrice’s den. They shall not hurt nor destroy
in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
tover the sea.” Also, Tsa, ii, 4. “And he shall
judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their swords into

lough-shares, and their spearsinto pruning hooks :
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, nei-

ther shall they learn war any more.”
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1t is alleged that these promises can never be
fulfilled, if they are not fulfilled before the seeond
coming of the Lord. And that a fulfillment of
them implies a state of universal holiness. In re-
plying to this argument, I would remark, it is im-
possible to fulfill them in this world unless there
is an entire change in the constitution of both man
and beast. For while man remains under his
present depraved constitution, and comes into the
world as he does now, there can be no such thing
as an universal knowledge of God without instruc-
tion. But in that promised state they will need
none, but all, from the least to the greatest, will
know the Lord without it.

But it is sald in reply, by most persons who
adopt the theory, “ we do not expect that every
one will be pious, but the great mass will.” Then
you have no right to claim the text in question
for the support of your cause; for it proves too
much for you, and you abandon it when you ap-
ply it to your theory. 1If it proves aught for you,
1t proves the universal knowledge and holiness of
the human race on earth at that time. The con-
stitution of brutes must be changed. Foritis now
the nature of “ the wolf” to devour “the lamb,”
and for the leopard to tear the kid. It is the na-
ture of “the lion” to eat flesh, not straw ; and for
the cockatrice and asp to bite, sting, and poison
the hand that approaches their den. But it is an-
swered, “ We do not expect that it will be literal ;
but that the wolfish and ferocious passions of the
human heart will be subdued; and that these
strong expressions are used to represent the great
change which will be apparent in Auman society.”
Indeed! And have we not just the same right to
the figures, if figures they are, to express our mil-
lennium, and the universal peace of the heavenly
state, the kingdom of God, under the great Prince
of peaced But we are willing, if it shall so please
the great Deliverer, that he should bring back Par-
adise with all its beasts, birds, and reptiles. And,
as we know nothing of that state but what is re-
vealed, if God has revealed the fact that they will
be there, and has nowhere said they will not, it
will be the part of wisdom to believe God, and not
man’s tradition.

The Psalmist, in the eighth Psalm, has ascribed
to ¢ the Son of man” universal dominion over all
creatures, beasts, fowls and fishes, and declares he
was made a little lower than the angels, to have
dominion over the works of God’s hands. Paul
has taken up the Psalm, in Heb. ii, 5, and onward,
and says that it is the dominion of Jesus Christ in
“ the world'to come,” (literally, the oikoumsne, the
habitable earth to come,) “ whereof we speak.”
That now, although “ we see Jesus, who was made
a little lower than the angels,” ¢ crowned with glo-
ry and honor,” yet, “ we see not yet all things put
under him,” 1t is in the world to come, that the
eighth Psalm will be fulfilled ; when the kingdom
given to man, and prepared for him from the foun-
dation of the world, will be given to the saints, by
Christ. Al there is in the Bible, is in favor of
the restitution of the brute creation; but I know
of nothing, from Genesis to Revelation, to contra-
dict it, and say it will not be thus. I have long
looked on Mr. Wesley’s argument on this subject,
viz., the restitution of the brutes in the new earth,
as conclusive and irrefutable, and do so still. The
reader will find his view in his sermon on the gen-
eral deliverance.

If these texts are to be understood in a literal
sense, it must carry us forward to a state when
there will have been a radical change in the con-
stitution of human nature above what grace can
do for it; and a change in the brute creation, such
as we are not authorized to expect until the great
deliverance from the unwilling vanity to which
they are now subjected. That will be, in the res-
titution which God hath spoken by the mouth of
all his holy prophets since the world began.

“ Learn war no more” This cannot be the spir-
itual reign of Christ in the millennium, and so sus-
tain that theory ; for according to it, there will be
at the end of that period such an apostasy from
Christ, and array of armies of the nations against
the beloved city, as was never known before. The
nations, on this hypothesis, will learn war again

then. But on our view of the subject, although
the wicked in their resurrection will be gathered
and brought up around the camp of the saints by
the deceptive pretense of a battle, yet not a blow
will be struck, but the divine vengeance interpose
and execute on them his just judgment. Umver-
sal and everlasting peace will prevail among all the
inhabitants of the earth ; for the meek only shall
inberit it forever, This, then, must also be fulfill-
ed under the reign of the great Prince of peace,
in a state of glory and blessedness.

2. 1 object to the doctrine of a universal triumph
of the church of God, because it contradicts the
express declaration of God’s word.

That word teaches us that the servant is not
above his master. “If they have not heard me
they will not hear you; if they have kept my say-
ings they will keep yours also.” The time never
was in Christ’s ministry when all the people heard
him and received his instructions, Although at
times, as in modern revivals, under some strong
influences the multitude were moved, and it seemed
for the time they were all about to embrace him,
yet how soon the same multitude were ready to
stone him!

This is a fair sample of human nature, accord-
ing to the experience of six thousand years. It is
all the dependence which can be placed on it. If
the Master himself succeeded no better, how can
his servants hope to ¢

It contradicts the parable of the sower in Matt.
xiii. There were four kinds of ground on which
the seed, the word of the kingdom, fell. And from
only one of those grounds was fruit received. Uni-
versal experience has shown how true the parable
is to the facts in the case. Christ has nowhere
told us that it will ever be otherwise while the
“ word ‘of the kingdom” is preached.

The parable of the tares of the field teaches also
the same doctrine. The field is the world, the
globe with its human inhabitants, where the tares
and wheat will grow together until the harvest, or
end of this world, (zge,) the Christian age which
began with John and will end with the second ad-
vent of the Saviour. Then, not before, “he will
gather out of his (territorial) kingdom (the world)
all things which offend, and them which do iniqui-
*y, and cast them into afurnace of fire ; thereshall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the
righteons shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father.”

3. I object, thirdly, to the doctrine of the uni-
versal conversion of the world as the introduction
to the millennium, because the Bible throughout
represents the universal kingdom of Christ as to
be introduced by the violent destruction of the
wicked, and the everlasting reward of the righteous,

(1.) The second Psalm 1s one of the passages
often quoted to prove the conversion of the world,
as the introduction of the glorious spiritual reign
of Christ. “ Ask of me and I shall give thee the
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth for thy possession.”” And here
they stop and infer thie world’s conversion. Why

do they not go on through the passage, and read

what he is to do with them when they are given
up to him? *“Thou shalt break them with a rod
of iron ; and shalt dash them in pieces like a pot-
ter's vessel.” Is this a promise of the conversion
of the heathen{ What then would be the lan-
guf;ge in which their destruction could be express-
ed?

(2.) The stone is to smite the image, grind it to
powder, and the wind sweep it away, before God's
kingdom fills the whole earth.

(8.) In the vision of the four beasts, of Daniel
vil, the beast, the last of the four, is to beslain, his
body destroyed and given to the burning flame;
and then the Son of man come in the clouds of
heaven, and there be given him dominion, glory,
and a kingdom, to endure forever.

(i) Antichrist, that wicked, that man of sin,
spoken of by Paul, [2 Thess. ii,] is only to be de-
stroyed by the brightness of Christ’s coming. Un-
til Christ comes, antichrist will reign and oppose
the saints. LA

(6.) The idea of such a state contradicts the

L declaration of Christ to his church, that in ‘the

world she shall have tribulation ; as also the doc-
trine that through much tribulation we must enter
into the kingdom of God. It would disqualify
those who enjoyed the state, to join the innumer-
able company of the redeemed who will have come
up out of great tribulation.

(7.) 1 object to such a view of the millennium,
because the only scriptural account there is of the
thousand years’ reign of the saints with Christ, is,
that it will be—

XIV. THE FIRST RESURRECTION.

The only passage in the Bible which speaks dir
rectly of the thousand years, is in Rev. xx, where
it is said, “ 1 saw thrones, and they sat upon them,
and judgment was given unto them; and I saw
the souls of them that were beheaded for the wit-
ness of Jesus and for the Word of God, and which
had not worshiped the beast, neither his image,
neither had received his mark in their foreheads
or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with
Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead
lived not again until the thousand years were fin-
ished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and
holy is he which hath partin the first resurrection:
on such ths second death hath no power; but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years.”

This is the true millennium, and the only one
found in the Word of God.

From this we learn that the “ blessed and holy”
will be raised a thousand years before the rest of
the dead.

No doctrine is more distinctly taught in the Bi-
ble than that of two distinct resurrections of the
dead. Some of the numerous passages where it is
either directly or indirectly taught, will be noticed.

1. The conditional promises of Christ, [John vi,]
of “raising up at the last day” those who com-
ply with those conditions ; clearly implying that
if they did 'not do so, he would not then raise
them.

2. The promise of the Saviour to those wheo
should, in making a feast, call in the poor, who
could not recompense them, that they"should be
recompensed at the resurrection of thejust. Luke
xiv, 13, 14. If there is to be but one resurrection,
why name the resurrection of the just ¢ Why not
say, as is general]y said at this day, “ At the res-
urrection

3. Jesus Christ has said, [John v, 28, 29,]
“ The hour is coming when all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth;
they that have done good unto the resurrection of
life, and they that have done evil unto the resur-
rection of damnation.” There are in this text, two
distinet resurrections recognized; “of life;” “ of
damnation.” They that have done good will en-
joy the former ; they that have done evil, endure
the latter. It is objected, the whole is said to take
place in the same literal “Zour” “The hour
cometh.” To this, it is replied, that the term
“ hour” merely signifies, the time will come when
all will hear his voice, and live or come forth from
the grave; but each in his own time. The word
is manifestly used thus, in John v, 25, where it is
said, “ The hour is coming and now is, when the
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and
they that hear shall live.”

Even while Christ was on earth, the time was
coming, yea, had coine, that the dead, Lazarus,
the widow’s son, &c., should, and did hear his
voice, and those that héard, lived. Wereall these
instances in one literal hour, oratonetime? Clear-
ly not. But, says the objector, it does not mean
the dead in a literal, but spiritual sense. Very
well, we will look at its meaning then. The hour
is coming and now is when the dead in trespasses
and sins shall hear the voice of the Son of God,
and they that hear shall live. Was this tiue, I
ask, only that very hour in which he spoke ; or is
it true of all subsequent time to the end of the
world! The latter is true, most clearly. Then
the hour signifies, in verse 25, the whole gospel
dispensation ; why, then, may it not, by the same
rule, signify, in verse 28, a thousand years! It
must be upderstood, in verse. 25, in some other
than its literal aceeptation ; then why not in verse
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2819 It is not necessary to go beyond the fifth
chapter of Joha to settle the controversy, on the
ifnport of the term kour, as used in reference to
the time of the resurrection,

The true millennium of Revelation xx, is notun-
til the first resurrection, or the resurrection of the
just. Rev.xx, 4-6. The classes enumerated in
this text who live and reign a thousand years be-
fore the rest of the dead Lve again, include the
“ blessed and holy.”

There is no such thing as a conversion of the
world taught in Revelations xx, but only the thou-
sand years between the two resurrections, The
term resurrecition is. never used in the Bible in any
other than its proper sense of bringing to life the
bodies of the dead. I would dwell longer on this
point, but so much has been said upon it that the
fable of the spiritual reign is well nigh dissipated
from the mind of the great mass of the church.
The clergy and theological professor, it is true, still
hold on upon it. But it will not go; the people
are opening their eyes to look for themselves.

* * & * * * *

XVII. THE MEANING OF THE TERM “ JUDGE.”

1. It is used in the Bible in the sense of a trial
according to law and evidence; the idea being
drawn from a civil or criminal court. The term
is used in this sense in Luke xix, 22, in the para-
ble of the nobleman' and his servants. “Out of
thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked
servant.” This is clearly a trial.

2. It signifies a penal judgment; or the execu-
tion of judgment; and is so used, BActs vii, 7,]
“ And the nation to whom they shall be in bond-
age will I judge, saith God.” This judgment on
the Egyptians, -when God delivered Israel, was
clearly a penal judgment,

The terms are both used in reference to the
judgment of the human race. 1st. All men will
be  brought to ttial, or into judgment, and all their
deeds and their mora} characters will be.examined,
and their everlasting states will be determined by
the evidence produced from God’s books, includ-
ing the book of life, which will decide the moral
character and everlasting destiny of each individ-
ual of Adam’s race. If their names are -found in
“ the book of life,” they will be saved ; and if not
found there, they will be cast into the lake of fire,
the second death. But the degree of reward or
punishment will be gradaated by what, each one
has done. If they have built on Christ, they will
have their names in the book of life, and will be
saved ; if not, they will be lost. If they have built
on Christ, of gold, silver, precious stones, they will
receive a rich reward ; if of wood, hay, stubble,
they will have their work burned up, and suffer a
great loss, but themselves be saved, so as by fire,

XVIII, THE TRIAL MUST PRECEDE THE EXECUTION.

This is 80 clear a proposition that it is sufficient
to state it. No human tribunal would think of
éxecuting judgment on a prisoner until after his
trial ; much less will God. He will bring every
work into judgment, with every secret thing, wheth-
er.it be good or evil.

But the resurrection is the refribution or ewecu-
tion of judgment ; for “ they that have done good
shall come forth to the resurrection of life.”” “ We
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus, who shall
change our vile bodies, and fashion them like un-
tohis glorious body”) “In a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” Here is
clearly a retribution in the resurrection. It will
be administered when the saints are raised. But
no more certainly than they that have done evil
will come forth damned, or “ to the resurrection of
damnation.” They will come forth to shame and
everlasting contempt, The saints will he raised
and be caught up at once to meet the Lord in the
air, to be forever with the Lord. There can be no

neral judgmant or trial after the resurrection,

he resurrection is the separating process, and
they will never be commingled again, after the
saints are raised. No matter how long or short
the period to elapse between the two restrrections ;’

{ final.

the resurrection produces, is concerned. If there

is no more than a second which elapses between

the two resurrections, the separation it makes is

* * % % *

XIX. GOD, “ THE ANCIENT OF DAYS,” WILL PRESIDE
IN THE TRIAL.

1. Daniel vii, 9, 10, presents the Ancient of
days coming on his throne of fiery flame; the
judgment is set and the books opened. He is dis-
tinet from the Son-of man, spoken of in verse 13,
when he comes to the Ancient of days.

2. Revelation xx, 12, tells us it is God, before
whom the dead stand and are judged.

XX, THE SON OF MAN WILL EXECUTE TIIE JUDGMENT.

Thus the Saviour declares, [John v, 27,] “ And
hath given him authority to execute judgment also,
because he is the Son of man.” Also, 2 Cor. v,
10. “For we must all appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ, that every one may reccive
the things in body according to that ne hath done,
whether good or bad.” Also, Paul’s testimony in
the Acts of the Apostles; “God hath appointed a
day in which he will judge the world in righteous-
ness by that man whom he hath ordained, where-
of he hath given assurance to all men, in that he
hath raised him from the dead.” What we are
assured of by the resurrection of Christ, is, the ez-
ecution, in the resurrection, of a righteous judg-
ment on all men, #00% d

B R

“ Have Any of the Rulers Believed on Him %*

Ar the present day, fashion and popular opin-
ion exercise a coutrolling influence over the great
mass of the community, the world is slow to in-
vestigate any theory, that has not the sanction of
those, whose opinions are law, in the minds of men ;
but if an opinion is advanced by some lecturer
who is popular,*however rediculous and untenable
his position may be, the mouths of a gaping audi-
ence are open, ready to swallow the most fanciful
illusions, and applaud the most sophistical deduc-
tions. It has thus been in all ages. All great
and noble enterprizes which have been commenced
by those in the more humble walks of life, have
even been disregarded and neglected, until the no-
tice of some one, whom the world calls honorable,
may have been directed towards it; and then it
has received a new impulse, has been received in-
to popular favor, and honored by the plaudits of
the people. On the other hand, the vagaries and
fancies of the leaders of the literary ton, have at
once astonished the world, have been a nine day’s
wonder, and then sunk into merited oblivion to be
remembered no more. We thusfind that some of
the most immutable principles that have ever been
discovered, have had to struggle a long time for a
precarious existence, ere they have been establish-
ed upon a firm basis; while vagaries like meteors
have dazzled, for a time, the world, and been for-
gotten.

The progress of the Christian religion, has been
a most striking exemplification of the above truth.
Our Saviour was despised and rejected of men;
and to be his friend was to encounter the most bit-
ter contempt. Any connection with him was so
unpopular, that when one of the teachers in Israel
sought his counsel, he chose the night for an in-
terview. The gospel was first promulgated by
twelve fishermen ; and persecution and contempt
was their portion. Not many wise, not many
mighty, not many of the noble of this world, sub-
mwitted to their teachings ; and -therefore the tide
of popular sentiment set against them, None uni-
ted with them but such as were willing to face a
frowning world for the sweet smiles of a Saviour’s
love;.and who could rise above all fear of man.
But when a Constantine embraced the faith, that
which had been so long despised, received the
sanction of the great and mighty, and popular fa-
vor was at once reconciled to it. Then the church
became corrupt, and men of the world, for the
sake of honor from men, rushed into it, till the
purity of its doctrines was corrupted, and its Spir-
it dead. This fear towards God was taught by
the precepts of men; and they drew near to him

it s all the same so far s -the -separstion whish

with their mouths, while their hearts were far from

him, and substituted the teaching of their own
wisdom, for the teachings of the Holy Spirit.

The fires of persecution have often refined and
purified the moral wastes of Zion; cleansed it of
its merely worldly adherents, and brought it near
to God; but prosperity has as often again render-
ed it corrupt: the great rock upon which it-has
so often grounded having been the favor of this
world.

In these last days, the church has had a long
season of prosperity, and the world has smiled
sweetly upon her. Multitudes have endeayored
to propitiate the favor of both the church and the

| world, and have extended their hands to both. The

church has thus become popular, and the cross of
publicly professing the name of Christ has been
taken away., Now, instead of encountering pub-
lic odium, persecutions and death, those who eat
his body and drink his blood are caressed, court-
ed and flattered, and are honored for so doing.
Need we then wonder that so many are found with-
in the walls of Zion, who have a name to live and
are dead, whose names are written on the records
of the church, and there alone; and whose death-
like coldness, chills and paralyzes the hopes and
feelings of all who come in contact with them $
Need we wonder that it has caused the church to
become, as a body, indifferent to the cause of her
Redeemer, aud dead to spiritual realities? The
great object is to receive honor of men, and to
commend/themselves to their good opinion. We
need not'therefore wonder that the church and
the world are found arrayed side by side, to ap-
pose the coming of our Lord. For, as true as the
carnal heart is at enmity with God, just so sure
will the world turn a deaf ear to the heavenly
warnings ; and as the church is swallowed up in
this world's prosperity, just so sure will she also
turn her back upon him. How will the world
think of me, if I believe that the great and glori-
ous Saviour will soon be revealed from heaven, to
give every man according to his deeds? Do the
great, and the noble, the mighty, and the honor-
ed of this world, regard it with favor? Do any of
the rulers believe it? These are the points which
are first to be settled, and then they act accord-
ingly.

gNo! fellow-traveler o eternity, we are willing
to admit that we are not the honored of this world ;
yet we trust we have a King for our patron. We
are not those that receive praise of men, and we
are willing to have our portion with the despised
Galilean, and his poor fishermen. We are willing,
for the favor of God, to encounfer the sneers of
men, and to be made the offscouring of all things
for Christ's sake.

And O, sinner, beware how you slight the offers
of him, who was crucified for your transgressions ;
beware how you refuse to listen ; for the favor of
this world cannotsave you. At the judgment-seat
of Christ you must shortly appear, and there no
man can plead thy cause. None of the great of
this earth can then avert thy doom, for there thou
must stand or fall for thyself. O haste and make
thy Judge thy friend, before it is forever too late.

[ Selected.

A little Good Coumnsel,

App to your faith virtee; and to virtue knowl-
edge; and to knowledge termperance; and to tem-
perance patience; and to patience godliness: and to
godliness brotherly kindness : and to brotherly kind-
ness charity. For if these things be in you and
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be bar-
ren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. Buthe that lacketh these things is blind,
and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he
was purged fror his old sins. Wherefore the rather,
brethren, give diligence to make your calling and
election sure : for if ye do these things, ye shall nev-
er fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, at his appearing and
kingdom. When Christ, who is our life, shall ap-
pear, then shall we also appear with him in glory.
The coming of the Lord drawecth near: For the end
of all things is at harnd. Whevefore, beloved, seeing
ye look for such things be diligent, that ye may he
found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

[ Peter.
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“‘Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”’
R T aae
ROCHESTEE THIRD-DAY, JUNE. 13, 1854,

THE CHURCH
In Rochester has been much refreshed of late by the
labors of Bro. Cornell. During his short stay with
us from the 24th ult., to the 30th, he gave six lectures.
By having the Word rightly divided and receiving a
portion of meat in due season, we have been much
strengthened and encouraged. May the Lord be with
him, while he shall labor in the vineyard, till the
work is sccomplished, and the laborers are called
home to their eternal reward.
S —
Questions for the Candid.

Let us fear God; for this is the beginning of wis-
dom.

1. Did God, after he had finished the work of cre-
ation, bless and sanctify the seventh day of the week ;
or simply the seventh part of time, withoutsreference
to any particular day of the seven?

2. Did he not sanctify the very day in which he
rested from his work ? Was not that the last day of
the seven? Did he sanctify any other ?

3. Why did he bless and sanctify the seventh day ?
Was it not because he rested on that day 7 Will this
reason apply to any other day of the seven; for did
he not work on every other day ? See Gen. i, 2, 3.

4. Is not God’s example of resting on the-seventh-
day enjoined upon us for imitation? Ex. xx,
8-11. Do we imitate him whep we rest upon
some other day than the one in which he rested ?

5. Is it the special appointment of God which ren-
ders aday holy, or is it eur own act? Is the day ho-
ly because we count it so, or because God has made it

o?

) 6. When God enjoins us to count the Sabbath the
holy of the Lord, (Isa. lviii, 13,) is- it not equivalent
to telling us that he himself has previously constitu-
ted it a holy day by blessing and sanctifying it? Is
it anything more than requiring us to reckon the
day to possess that dignity which he has already con-
ferred upon it ?

7. If God’s blessing does nol rest upon one particu-
lar specified day to the exclusion of all others, and
we are nevertheless required to keep a day holy, are
we not required to do what is impossible? for how
can we count a day to be holy which God has not
previously made so? Compare Ques. 5.

8. If God’s blessing did not rest upon any particu-
lar specified day, could he challenge to himself any
propriety in one day more than in another? yet, in
the Saubbath day he claims a special propriety: “ My
Holy Day.” Isa. lviii, 13.

9. Are you not commanded to refrain from labor
during that very dey which God once blessed and
sanctified and thereby made hioly time: *In it thou
shalt not do any work” &c.; and do we obey this
command when we work all of that day, and make
it the busiest day of all the seven?

10. If it be downright disobedience to set about
our work on the seventh day, when God says: “In
it thou shalt not do any work,” can we think to make
amends for such an act of disobedience by ceasing
from work on another day ? Even the performance
of a required duty will not make amends for anoth-
er one neglected ; how much less then the perform-
ance of something which is nof required; and who
hath required tkis at your hand ?

11. Has God ever taken away the blessing which
he once put upon the seventh day, and thus made that
day a common or secular day ?

12. Does not the reason of the blessing possess all
the cogency now that it ever did? Has it lost force
by the lapsc of time ? and while the reason for an in-
stitution remains, does not the instlitution itself re-
maiun ?

13. Was the reason of the blessing which Ged or-
iginally put upon the seventh day, founded upon any
necd that man then had of a Redeemer? Was it
therefore to reccive its accomplishinent and fulfill-
ment by the actual coming of the Redeemer at the
first advent 2 In what possible sense can it be said

that Jesus Christ fulfilled and made an end of this
reason 7

14. Has God ever said of the first day of the week,
In it thou shalt not do any work? HasChrist ever
said so, or have the aposties?

15, Is there any scriptural proof that Christ-or his
apostles, or the Christian churches in the days of
the apostles refrained from labor on the first day of
the week ?

16. As there is no transgression where there is no
law, (Rom. iv, 15 ; John iii, 4,) what sin is commit-
ted by working on the first day ?

17. Does not the Sabbath institution result from
the blessing and sanctification of a particular day?
Is not this the very thing in which it consists? How
then is the institution separable from the day thus
blessed and sanctified 7+ How can it be separated
from that on which its very existence depends ?

18. If the very life and soul of the institution con-
sists in the blessing which was once put upon a par-
ticular day, is it not idle to talk of the transfer of the
institution to another day? If another day has been
sanctified and blessed, then it is an entirely new in-
stitution and not a transfer of the old.

19. Does not the law of the Sabbath require the
weekly commemoration of that rest which God en-
tered into after he had finished the work of creation ?
By what principle of law or logic, then, can that law

be made to require the commemoration of the work week asa religious festival be in itself innocent (Rom.

of redemption ?

20. If it be necessary that the work of redemption
be commemorated weekly by a positive institution,
must not the obligation so to commemorate it arise
from some law which directly and specifically re-
quires it? But when instead of this, the attempt is
made to derive the obligation from the Sabbath law,
is it not a tacit acknowledgment that there is no law
requiring the weekly commemoration of the work of
redemption ?

21. Does the Scripture ever apply the name, Sab-
bath to the first day of the week, even in the New
Testament? Where the term is used is not the ref-
erence always to the seventh day ?

22. If Luke, who wrote the Acts of the apostles
full thirty years after the death of Christ, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit still calls the seventh
day of the week the Sabbath, can it be wrong in us
to do so? See Acts xiii, 14, 42, 445 xvi. 13; xvii,
2; xviii, 4. If this be the inspired application of the
termn so many years after the ceremonial institutions
were nailed to the cross, is it not our duty to make
the same use of the term now?

23. Is it not a manifest perversion of the scriptural
use of terms to take away the sacred name from the
seventh day of the week, and give it to the first ?

24. When the first day of the week is so generally
called the Sabbath, are not the common people there-
by led to suppose that the Bible calls it so? Are
they not thus grossly deceived ?

25. If the name, Sabbath, was no lenger applied to
this day, and it should simply be called, first-day of
the week, as in the Bible, is it not probable that it
would soon lose its sacredness in the eyes of the peo-
ple?

26. Is it possible then that God has not given the
day a name sufficiently sacred to secure for it a relig-
ious regard, nor even guarded it with a law sufficient
to prevent its desecration?

27. What then, has God left his work for man to
mend? TIsit not safe to leave the day as God has
left it? Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord,
or being his counsellor hath taught him?

28. Are you very sure that by the Lord’s day
(Rev. 1, 10) is meant the first day of the week?
Have you any scripture proof for it? Have you any
othsr proof of it than the testimony of those who are
called the early Fathers?

29. If the testimony of the early Fathers is to be
rvelied on, that the Lord’s day means the first day of
the week, ought not their testimony to be just as
much relied on as to the manner in which the primi
tive Christiaus observed the day ?

30. If it were certain that by the Lord’s day the
writer of the book of Rewelation meant to desig-

1is opened for our contemnplation.

nate the first day of the week, would it-thence follow
that it isa day sacred by divine appointment any
more than that the Sabbath day’s journey (Actsi, 12)
was a distance limited and prescribed by divine aun-
thority ? If Luke could select'the latter expression
from the vocabulary of human tradition without in-
tending to sanction it as being of divine origin, could
not John do the same with regard to the former ex-
pression?

31. Do the Fathers or any one of them inform us
that the Lord’s day was observed by abstinence
from labor, that it was observed as the Sabbath?
Mark! the question, Was the day observed, simply,
is not the question; but, Was it observed as the Sab-
bath ?

32. Is there not an important distinction between
the Sabbath and a religious festival 2 Does not the

- word Sabbath, mean rest? Can any day therefore,

be called a Sabbath-day which is not a day of rest
from ordinary labor ?

33.- Does a religious festival require anything more
tham the coinmemoration of some important event,
allowing the tiine not eccupied in the public celebration
of it to be spent in labor or amusement? Is not
this precisely the manner in which the first day of
the week was observed according to the testimony of
the ancient Fathers ?

34. Though the observance of the first day of the

xiv, §) so0 long as it is not made a protest for dispen-
sing with an express Inw, (Matt. xv, 6,) yet do you
find it anywhere in the Word of God commanded as
a duty ?

35. Do you believe that a Sabbath in the true and
proper sense of the term, namely, a day of rest from
all ordinary labor, is necessary and indispensable to
the well-being of mankind? Ifso do you honestly
suppose that God would set it aside and have its
place supplied by nothing more than a religious festi-
val? |

36, Is it not wicked to uphold a course which
makes the cowmandments of God of pone effect ?
Matt. xv, 1-9; Mark vii, 1-13. Let each one an-
swer these quesiions in his own heart. fully realizing
the declaration, Thou God seest me.

E. Haggris.
Vernon, Vermont, 1854.

———eet et
Postscript to E. Miller, Jr.

The ten commandments are not & part of a law,
but an entire code. This is proved by Deut. v, 22,
These words the Lord spake unto all your assembly
in the mount, out of the midst of the fire, of the
cload, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice ;
and he added 1o more ; and he wrote themin two ta-
bles of stone, and delivered them unto me.

“ He added ne more,’ and who shall presume to
add to these words? * Add thou not unto his words,
lest hre reprove thee, and thou be fonund a liar.” Prov.
xxX, 6. Is it not presuming too much, to speak of
“the ten commandments and [add] the balance of
the Levitical law.”

The ten commandments are the only entire code,
or perfect rule, teaghing us how to love God with all
our hearts, and our neighbor as ourself, ever given to
men. Any who think they can present another en-
tire rule of moral duties, are requested to bring it
forward, and if it cannot be proved to be wanting in
any particular, it shall be acknowledged.

R. F. CoTTRELL.
——
The days of Noah and the Son of Man.

“ As it was in the days of Noah, . . . likewise al-
50 as it was in the days of kot, . . . even thus shall
it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.”
This prophecy as recorded by both Matthew and
Luke, is evidently a plain and literal description of
the state of society in the last stage of probationary
time. It is found in the instructions of our Saviour,
and given as a sign of hisnearcoming. A large field
The particulars
specified in regard to eating and drinking, marrying
&e., with which the antediluvians were engroassed, is
not the oaly instruction involved in the prediction.
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There was one characteristic which was so prominent
as to deserve to be recorded, that it might claim more
than a passing notice. It is found in Cen. vi, 13.
God said to Noah, The end.of all flesh is come up
before me ; for the earth is filled with violence, Ma-~
ny passages might be quoted of alike character show-
ing that violence will be in the land,and insurrection
frequent just prior to the coming of the Lord,

Time and space would fail to mention the numer-
ous acts of violence with which our daily journals
are continually crowded, increasing in different parts
of the land, showing the exact fulfillment of this
prophecy. It is a fact known to almost all, that the
papers of the day are furnishing testimony on this
point continually under the different heads of Riot,
Outrage, Murder, Burglary, &ec., yet these thingsare
so common as Lo produce little or no alarm in regard
to the growing evils that threaten the safety even of
the most prudent. * Judgment is turned away back-
ward, and justice standeth afar off ; for-truth is fallen
in the strect and equity cannot enter.” Isa. lix, 14.
The wicked arc to wax worse and worse, deceiving
and being deceived. Riots of the most alarming char-
acter are occurring in sowe of our most popular cities,
formerly noted for their piety and sobriety.

It may be proper to refer to one which lately oc-
curred in the city of Boston, the cause of which was
the arrest of a fugitive slave. A man made in
God’s own image is torn from friends and society and
all that is dear in life, and drazged back into slavery
by the power of that attrocious bargain, the fugitive
slave law, the foulest stain that ever blotted the his-
tory of any nation, especially one whose professions
are entirely of an oppositecharacter. And while the
unfeeling slave-catchers are acting upon the author-
ity of this law. the military are called out to support
them with loaded guns and cannon., Efforts were
made to purchase this slave’s freedom; but it is not
to be bought, The mouth-picce of the two-horned
beast, (the president) must show his power and drag-
on authority. Hear him speak to the U. S. Mar-
shall: ¢ Your course is approved. Enforce the law
at any expense.”’

But what has God said to these slave-catchers?
“Thou shalt not deliver to his master the servant
which is escaped from his master unto thee, He shall
dwell with thee, even among you. in that place which
he shall choose in one of thy gates, where it liketh
him best: thou shalt not oppress him.” Deut. xxiii,
15, 16. This is -God's fugitive-slave law to-day ; al-

though not repeated in the New Testament. Thus
we see the character of the beast developed which hag
affirmed that all men are created free and equal,
and endowed with certain inalienable rights, among
which are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
If this nation would net be the mest hypocritical na-
tion on the face of the earth, it should amend this
declaration thus: All whife men are created free and
equal &c. IIas not this two-horned, lamb-like beast
corrupted the commandment as well as the Roman
dragon? Verily it has; and we may expect that it
will make an image to the beast, or something resem-
bling the prominent institution of Roman Catholicism.

We learn from these violent manifestations of the
people, that the cap of iniquity of the wicked is fast
filling up, and the restraining Spirit of God is being
withdrawn from them. God’s word is at stake for
the fulfillment of violence, toward the last end of the
true church that keep the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus. Rev. xii, 17. Watch ye therefore,
and pray always that ye may be accounted worthy
to escape the things that are to come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of man. And what I say unto
you, says Jesus, I say unto all; Watch!

E. R. SEaman.
Rochester, N. Y.

How Much Owest Thou My Lord

ITave you kept.a debt and credit? You can tell
the income of your farm and its expenses, You know
to a mill the worth of your merchandise, or bank
stock. Pray how much owest thoumy Lord? Per-
haps you have not had time ; let me assist you. Does
it run thus?

A sound mind in a healthy body-—
Sp.mmuch early religious instruetion—

So many Sabbaths—

So many Gospel sermons—

So many public warnings—

So many private warnings; by sickness or by
death of friends—

So many admenitions by Christians, and the re-
monstrance of an outraged conscience—

So much wealth—

So many excellent books—

Come, give an account of your stewardship !
What have you done?

Have you used your intellect and health in his
service ?

Have you kept his Sabbaths ?

Have you profited by these sermons—by those
warnings and admonitions ?

Have you used your wealth as being but God’s
stewart, for the extension of his kingdom, and in feed-
ing the hungry and clothing the naked ?

How stands your account: for your Lord will
shortly summons you.— Gen. Evangelist.

Mount Sinai.

Standing in the midst of some of the most desolate
scenery in the world, Mount Sinai lifts its huge form
into the heavens, like some monster slumbering in
conscious strength, Its bold and naked summit—its
barren and rocky sides, and all its sombre features,
correspond perfectly to the surrounding scene. Itis
a wild and desolate spot, and were there no associa-
tions connected with it, the loneliness and gloom that
surround it, would arrest the traveler, and cause him
to shudder as he pitched his tent under its shadow.

The moral, the divine instroctions given to man
from its summit, are of course the things of chief im-
portance ; but as these are always wholly dwelt up-
on, I speak only of the outward scenes, amid which
they werc imparted.

The Son of God must die amid the throbs of an
earthquake, the rending of the graves, and the dark-
ening of the sun. The giving of the Law, too, was
done amid scenes that were designed never to be for-
gotten. Behold the white tents of lsrael scattered
tike snow flakes at the base of that treeless, barren
mountain, The hum of a mighty population is there,
and those flowing tents, on which the parting sun is
leaving his farewell glories, are the only pleasing ob-
jects that meet the eye, in this dreary region. A
solemn hush is on every thing as the moon sails up
the heavens, flooding with her gentle light the tented
host. Moses has dectared that on the third morning
the eternal God is to place his feet on that distant
mountain top in presence of all the people, Awe-
struck and expectant, the sons of Jacob go from tent
to tent to speak of this strange event, and then coine
out and ook on the mysterious mountain on which
it is to transpire. Unconscious of its high destiny,
the distant summit leans against the solemn sky,and
nothing there betokens preparations for the stupend-
ous scene.—But at length the morning comes, and
that vast encampment is filled with the murmur of
the moving multitude, all turned anxiously to distant
Sinai. And lo! a selitary cloud comes dnfting along
the morning sky, and ecatches against the top of the
mountair, Thus did the cloud rest on mount Sinai as
the people looked, and suddenly the thunders began
to speak from its depths, and the fierce lightnings trav-
erse its bosom, gleaming and flashing in every part of
it. That cloud was God’s pavilion; the thunder
was his sentinels, and the lightnings the lances’ points
as they move round the sacred trust. The commo-
tion which from the first arrested cvery eye, and
chains every tongue, grew wilder every moment, till
the successive elaps of thunder were like the cxplo-
sion of ten thousand cannen, shaking the earth to its
very centre. Amid the incessant firing of heaven’s
artillery suddenly from out the bosom of that cloud,
comes a single trumpet blast. Not like the thrilling
music of a thousand trumpets that herald the shock
of cavalry: but one solitary clarion note, with ne
sinking ‘cadence or rising swell,’” but aninfinite sound,
rising in its ascension power till the universe was
filled with the strain. The incessant thunders that
rock the height cannot drown it, for clearer, fuller,
louder it peals on over the astonished spectators, till
their hearts sink away in fear, and nature herself
stands awe-struck and trembling before it. -. And lo’!
columns of smoke begin to rise fast and furious frem
that mysterious cloud, as if a volcano had opened in
its bosom, and the pent up elements were discharging
themselves in the open air: and the steady mountain
rocks to and fro on its base as if in the grasp of an
earthquake. .And the smoke thereof ascended as the
smoke of a great furnace, and the whole mount quaked
greatly. Amid this rapid roll of thunder, and flash-
ing of lightning, and fiercely ascending volumes of
smoke, and convulsive throbs of Sinai, and while
that trumpet strain still waxed louder and louder,
Moses led the trembling Israelites forth to the foot

of the mountain, Suddenly the uproar ceased, and
the thunders hushed their voice, and the last echo of
the trumpet-died away, and all was still. And from
that silent cloud come a voice mote fearful than they
all—the voice of Jehovah calling Moses up into the
mount. The great Lawgiver of Israel, parted from
his people. and with solemn step was seen scaling the
rocks, and climbing the heights till at last the cloud
receives him inits bosom.

The moral law was given, and also the civil code
which men have so learnedly traced to the socia
compact.

The first act in the mighty drama was ended, and
Moses was ordered to bring up Aaron and Nadab,
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders to worship in
the mountain: and God showed himself in his glory
to them. 'When this strange worship was ended, the
voice of Jehovah was again heard, issuing from the
cloud : but what achange in the mean time had passed
over its dark form. A serene and pure radiance be-
gan to play around it, quivering like a bright light
with its own intensity. Brighter and brighter it
grew, till the eye turned away dazzled by the sight.
Brighter still it gleams till it secmed a glowing furn-
ace, shooting forth living fire on every side. lts
wrathful streaks streamed down the mountain, fill-
ing the cavities with deeper gloom, touching every
rock and crag with flame, and clothing the white
tents in a lurid light. And when the night came on,
and darkness wrapped the world, that mountain .
was one blaze of glory, shedding a strange lustre on
the barren scene, and revcaling every face and form
of that immense host, as if they stood beneath a burn-
ing palace—painting with terrible distinctness, and
in lines of fire, the surrounding landscape., The stars
went out before its brilliancy, and the moon looked
dark in its splendor.

For six days and nights did the glory flame on,
shedding such a baptism on the wondering camp, as
was never before witnessed by mortal eye—for the
sight of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring
fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the chil-
dren of Israel. Little sleep was in the tents of Ja-
cob then, for each one held his breath in awe, won-
dering what next would happen in this succession of
strange scencs. At length that voice, before which
nature herself seemed to change, again issued from
the cloud, calling Moses to a second interview, Tak-
ing Joshua with him, he again ascended the hill, and
was wrapped from sight forty days and forty nights.
But as week after week passed by, and there were no
farther exhibitions, and Moses did not return, the
people passed from idleness into pleasure, and from
pleasure to infidelity, and at length, emboldencd by
their own numbers, assembled tumultuously together
and demanded another God, saying, ‘ As for this man
Moses, who has brought us here, we do not know
what has become of him.’

The golden calf was made, and the intoxicated
throng danced around it. What a scene was there!
Right at the foot of Sinai, where a month before they
had heard the thunders, and trumpet, and voice, and
seen the lightning, and glory—danced, and shouted,
and sung, in bacchanalian frenzy, the naked multi-
tude—hailing in boisterous shouts a golden calf as
their God. What a contrast to the scene passing on
the top of the mountain between Jehovah and Moses!
In the midst of this wild and blasphemous revel,
Moses was seen decending with thoughtful step, the
distant slope, bearing in his arms the tables of the
law. At length, as he and Joshua, in serious con-
verse, passed along, they came within hearing of the
tumult below. Suddenly stopping, they turned their
anxious eyes to the white tents, far, far down in the
valley, and Joshua said,—¢ There is fighting in the
camp—TI hear the sound of battle.” But the practiced
ear of Moses, knew too well the meaning of that con-
fused murmur. “No,” said he, ¢ that is uot the shout
of victors in the pursuit, nor the shrick of the van-
quished, flying in fear, but the noise of them that
sing do I hear.” As he drew near and saw the rev-
elry and blasphemous worship, he cast the tables at
his feet, and rushed into the camp. The naked throng
falls before him as if he had been a messenger of
death : the dancing ceases, and the song and deafen-
ing shouts were suddenly hushed. Turning neither
to the right hand nor to the left, he pressed with a
brow dark as wrath, to the golden idol, and hurling
it into the fire, tramples it under foot. Then turning
to Aaron, he asked an explanation of this strange
sceme. As soon as it was given, he hastened to the
gate of the camp, and sending his voice like a trum-
pet roll through the host, cried out, * Whoever is on
the Lord’s side, let him come to me.’ The sons of
Leviseparated themselves from the crowd, and flocked
about him, ‘Seizenew,’ said he to these, ‘overy man
his sword, and go in and out from gate to gatethrough-
out the camp and slay every man his companion, and
every man his brother.
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Amid the silence that followed were heard sobs
and cries of despair: and lo! that terrible band, with
drawn swords, press inte the throng. There is no
shout of battle, no cry of aager, though the sword
drinks blood at every step.—The moan of despair,
and the sudden death shriek, alone tell where those
stern warriors pass. And now, enveloped in the
dense mass, the eye can tell where they move only by
the flash of dripping swords, as they sweep in angry
circles over their guilty heads. Though their hearts
bleed at every stroke, and a deeper paleness is on their
brow as~they sheath their death weapons in their
brethren’s bosomns, and the lip quivers before the be-
seeching look of a once loved friend, their steadfast
heart must feel no relenting. The dead lie in swatas
where they go, and their weary arms droop bereath
the protracted slaughter—yet on, on they press, till
three thonsand corpses cumber the field. Terrible
seene-—terrible vengeance—but the sword of divine
justice is ever awful. Why speak of after repentance
and consecration—of a second ascent inte Sinai—of
the passing of Jehovah before Moses—of the still ra-
.diance that beamed from his face, as he came once
more unto the people, until they turned dazzled from
his presence. The mighty pageant at length closed—
the cloud-column rose from before the tabernacle and
moved into the desert ; the tents were struck, and the
host, headed by that mysterious pillar, in one long
-column disappeared in the wilderness, and that fear-
ful mountain was left once more alone amid the bleak
and barren scenery.

Butah! another dreadful day isapproaching us, when
not only Sinai and the whele earth shall be shaken,
‘but also heaven. And this word, (yet once more)
signifies the removing of those things that ave shaken,
that those things which canmot be shaken may re-
main. {J. T. Headley.

COMMUNICATIONS,.

From Bro- Danisels.

Dear Bro. WHiTE :—1 rejoice in the weskly re-
turn of the holy Sabbath. I can say that it is-a de-
light unto me. It is the holy of the Lerd, honera-
ble. Last Sabbath I was with the saints m Brook-
field: They seem to be growing in grace and are
keeping the Sabbath ef the Lord. Sabbath before
last, T was at Berlin, at the Conference. Had agood
meeting. Some from Springfield were present. Bro.
Bates preached to us Sabbaeth and First-dey. Sec-
ond-day, the subject of gospel order was brought up.
All seemed to be united im it. May God be
with them at all times by his holy Spirit, to guide
and direct them in the way of theirduty ; and I hope
and pray that God will raise up good and holy men,
o take the oversight of his fleck. Yes, God will do
it, then the true chureh will prosper and be in a
healthy state, God’s holy name will be honered, end
the truth will triumph.

I long for the kingdom te come, when all shall be
‘holy and pure. What a healthy clime that will be.
Thy sun shall not go down neither shall thy moon
withdraw itself; for the Lord shall be thine everlast-
ing light, and the days of thy mourning shall be end-
ed. O, how blessed!

But some there are at the present time who are
teaching their hearers that God’s holy law was nailed
to the cross. They think that the judgment is com-
ing this year, and at the same time they do not be-
lieve that God has any law to judge this world by ! !
A judgment withont a law! But the great Apostle
says, He that sins in the law, shall be judged by the
law 3 and James says, If we keep the whole law,
[i e. profess to keep 1t] and yet offend in one point we
are guilty of all. Then if we keep the other nine
sommandments, and yet fail in the fourth, what will
it profit us? we are sinners, and we must perish;
for sin is the transgression of the law, and the wages
of sin is death. Dexter DamngLs.

BSandisfield, Mass., May 27th, 1854,

From Bro, Loughhead.

Dear Bro. WaiTE :—The present truth of the '

third angel’s messags is .precious to my heart, and
when 1 read in the Review and Herald the cheering
episties from my brethren and sisters, of like precious
f 'th, [ feel strengthened in the truth, and [ thank
.4r Kind heavenly Father for his goodness unto the
children of men; that his loving kindness was .s0
great that he gave his only Son te be a propitiation
for the sing of the whole world, and that in these last
days when darkness covers the earth, and gross dark-
ness covers the people, he has been pleased to let
light shine out of his Word on our pathway. Isa.
1x, 2.  And now when the enemy hus come in like a

flood [spirit manifestations] -he has lifted up a stand-|

ard against him, {Isa. lix, 19,] and has given a ban-
ner to his people-that it may be displayed because of
the truth. Ps, Ix, 4.

My heart is made to rejoice in the Lérd from time

teo time as I read in the Review of the prosperity of

the cause of truth; that dear souls are giving their
hearts to the Lord, and are gathering under the ban-
ner of the Lord, while I am grieved to see the pesi-
tion that some take in their blind zeal in fighting

against the Sabbath of the fourth commandment ; o8-
pecially one who was instrumental under God in|
bringing me to a knowledge of the truth of the near|
approach-of the Lord Jesus the second time without

sin unto salvation, also to see that Babylon is fallen,
is fallen. Rev. xiv, 6-8.

In the preface of his article under the head of “ The
three Sabbaths,” Eld. P. says: If the -Jewish Sab-
bath belongs to the gospel dispensatien, let it be
shown by the New Testament, and if not let them
cease endeavoring to drag us into the bondage ef the
law. In Ex. xx, 10, we read, The seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God, [not of the Jews; |
and in Lev. xxiii,3, The seventh day is the Sabbath of
rest, . . . it is the Sabbath of the Lord in all your
dwellings ; and in Isa. Ivi, 4, For thus saith the Lord
unto the eunuchs that keep my Sabbath, . . . and in
chap. lviii, 13, If thou turn away thy foot from the
Sabbath from doing thy pleasure on my holy day
&c. Now in all these texts the seventh day is called
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. 1t is the Sabbath
of the Lord; and God calls it, My Sabbath, and
My holy day. Now I would like to know by what
rule of interpretation Elder P. makes all these pass-
ages of the sacred scripture read, or mean the sab-
bath of the Jews ; and I do not see why it would be
necessary for God te speak the Sabbath command-
ment a second time in order to have man obey it any
more than any other of the ten commandments.

The Saviour said, 1f thou wilt enter into life, keep
the-eommandments. Matt. xix, 17. And he said
unto them, The Sabbath was made for man, and net
man for the Sabbath, [Mark ii, 27| and I ask, How
can it be & burden to keep the day that God has
in his mercy blessed and sanctified for us 7 Is it not
‘more reasonable to believe that they who desecrate
the Sabbath and keep Sunday in its place, are under
bondage; for the apostle Paul says, Know ye not
that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey,
his servants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of sin
[the transgression of the law, 1 John iii, 4,] uato
death or-of obedience unto righteousness. Reom. vi,
16. And Peter says, while they promise them liberty
they themselves are the servants of corruption: for
of whom & man is overcome, of the sameis he brought
in ‘hondage. 2 Pet. ii, 19.

Dear Brother itis my earnest prayer before God
that he would for his Sen’s sake grant that he that
preached the truth and he that received it may re-
Jjoice together in the day when God shall gather his
people home, and that we may be numbered with the
commandment-keepers, and have a right to the tree
of life and may enter in through the gates into the
eity. Rev. xxii, 14.

Dear Brethren and Sisters in the Lord, let us by
the help of the holy Spirit strive to be moulded
more and more into the image of the blessed dJesus,
and to have the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus
from the dead dwelling in us, that when Jesus shall
appear in his glory and ail the holy angels with him,
our vile bodies may be changed and fashioned like
unto his glorirus body. I beseech you therefore
brethren by the mercies of God that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God
which is your reasonable service; and be not con-
formed to this world but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind that ye may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God;
[Rom. xii, 1, 2; | and when the Chief Shepherd shall
appear ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth
not away. 1 Pet. v, 4,

I am affectionately your brother in the patience of
the saints, striving to keep all the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus.

. J. A. LOUGHHEAD.
Elmirg, N. Y., June 5th, 1854.

From Bro. King.

Dzar Bro. WaiTE :—I am still striving to obey
God by keeping his commandments and the faith of
Jesus. I have long been fearful that you would get
discouraged. in sending me the feview, as youhavenot
received any thing from me; but T agsure you %het I
am striving to be one of the worthy, ‘though I am
poor. I know of nothing save the Bible that I value
more than the Heview. Ifcel an increase of interest
in the third angel’s message. I can truly say the
Lord’s Sabbath 1s a delight, the holy of the Lord,
henorable.
more fully the Sanctuary. Lord, send help. 1 am
alone except my family, whe are beginning to umder-
stand these things. Aspeg 8. Kine,

Florids, Mass., June 8k, 1854,

My prayer is that I mey understand

From Bro. Edgerton.

Dear Bro. WHite: —I believe the time hag
come for the remnant to inquire for the old
paths, and walk therein, as spoken by the proeph-
et, Jeremiah. I can say in truth that it is not
a vain thing to serve Giod and experience how great
peace they hrave who love the law.

Sinee Bro. Bates was here last Sept., I have besn
trying to keep the Lord’s Sabbath, though at first the
oross seamed too great for me to bear, yet after search-
ing the -Scriptures I was enabled by the light of truth
| to” behold wondrous things out of God’s holy law.
T beliéve it was the providence of God that hrought
Bro. Bates here, and with him the Review and Her-
ald. These instrumentalities have been a blessing to
‘me through the belief of the truth.

Myself and wife are the only believers in the Ad-
vent faith in this place, and are counted heretics ; but
thanks be te our blessed Lord and Saviour for his
promise: “Behold I come quickly; and my reward
1is with me to give every man according as his work
-ghall be,® Even so, come Lord Jesus.

Your brother in patience. J. EDGERTOR.

Parma, Cuy. Co., Ohio, May 28th, 1854,

From Bro. Alexander.

Dear Bro. WaITE :—I am still striving by the
grace of Geod to keep his commandmends and the
faith of his Son and hepe te enter in through the
gatos of the city and have right to the tree of life.
I can say that I delight in the law of God but I of-
ten think of Lot who was vexed with the unlawful
deeds of the Sodomites. Truly we are in perilous
times. There never was a time when men loved
themselves more than at the present, having a form
of gedliress, ever learning and never able to come to
the knowledge of the truth, who are breaking God’s
-commandments and teaching for doctrine the com-
mandments of men. But the time ig at hand when
they shall proceed no further; for very soon shall
ye return and discern betwcen the righteous and the
wicked, between the commandment-keepers, and the
commandment-breakers. 0, brethren let us watch
ana be sober having our loins girded with truth and
our lamps burning. Prayfor me that I and my
family may be found with all the dear saints without
spot, and blameless.

Yours waifing for redemption.
JoHN ALEXANDER.

Forestdale, Vt., June 2d, 1854.

R s AeEEAE—
From Bro. Bascom.

Dear Bro. WHiTE :—In view of the action of the
‘church at Alden, in the case of Bro. Wm. A. Ray-
mond as appeared in the Review Dec. 15th 1853 is,
by the voice of the church, recalled, and our brother
restored again to the full fellowship of the church;
that he has made full confession of his wrongs and
humbled himself before God ; asking forgiveness of all
bretlhren, particularly those that were present at his
trial.

In behalf of the church, S. N. Bascom.

Done at Alden, IiL., this 29th day of April 1854.

From Sister Feeler,

Dear Bro. Wurre :—How happy I sheuld be to
see one who loved the Sabbath of the Lord and long-
od for its return ; some one of the scattered remnant
who was striving to keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus; it would be cheering; yet I
feel to praise the Lord for permitting me to hear the
third angel’s message. 1 can but look upon myself
a8 o brand plucked from the burning, and wonder 1
was not cut off as a branch tlmt is withered, when I
think of the place fromn whence I started; how I was
surrounded by darkuess ; how little of the word I
knew, yet I feel to trust in the Lord. I believe he
will lead me on even till Jesus comes to possess the
kingdom for ever even for ever and ever,

Yours striving for the kingdom,
Jane A, FEELER.

Utica, N. Y., May 22d, 1854,

OBITUARY.,

D1ED in Waltham Addison Co., Vt., May 24th,
1854, sister Vesta L., daughter of Bro. Edwin and
8r. Susan Lothrop, aged 15 years and 5 months.
She embraced the Advent doctrine when quite young.
and about three years ago commenced keeping the
Sabbath with -her parénts and sisters, and has been a
faithful follower of her Saviour. She suffered much
pain in her heatl, during her last sickness of two
weeks ;5. yot she bore it with patience and resignation.
Bhe follusleep in Jesus without a struggle or a groan,
to rest ustil the morning of the resurrection. Bro.
E. Everts preached a very appropriate discourse from
¥ Thes. iv. 1317, Her parents mourn her loss;
{ et thoy -sctvow not as thase who have ro hope.




THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

159

“Deoarest sister thou hast left us,
Here thy loss we deeply feel ;
But ’tis God, that has hereft us,
And he can all our sorrows heal.”
JIno. LiNpsEY.
Panton, V., May. 31st, 1854.
e e P et Sttt s

SELECTIONS.

Unbelief,

In following the history of the children of Israel
from the time they left Egypt, till they were brought
to Kadesh, on the horders of the promised land, we
find that God was in truth with them, and did bring
them forth with a mighty hand, an outstretched arm,
and the numerous deliverances wrought for them, we
should naturally suppose would have inspired them
with confidence in Him, that he would perform what
he had promised, and give them the land which he
sware unto their fathers he would give them.

We find on their arrival, that twelve spies are sent
forth to examine the land, (one for each tribe,) ten of
them brought back an evil report, and two of them
a good report; but all agreed’ that it was a good-

Jand, flowing with milk and honey, and also, that
the people possessing it were strong—the cities wall-
ed and very great. Caleb, (one of the spies,) “still-
ed the people before Moses, and said, let us go up at
once and possess it, for we are well able to overcome
it.” But the men that went with him said: We be
not able to go against the people, for they are strong-
er than we,” and went on to tell them about the gi-
ants, &¢. And the congregation lifted up their voice
and cried, and the people wept, and murmured against
Moses and Aaron, and also against the Lord whe had
brought them out of the land of Egypt, to perish.
And when Caleb and Joshua stood up, all the con-
gregation said, Stone them. We find that after Mo-
ses had interceded for them, and God had altered
his purpose of utterly destroying them, their sins
were pointed out, and the consequences thereof made
known to them ; then it- was they repented, and said,
We will go up, &. But alas! their repentance came
too late. In this history we see plainly, that Israel
did not enter the land, because of unbelief; and their
sin consisted in this,—that they received the testimo-
ny éf man, rather than the plain positive promise
of God. What a striking analogy have we here, to
the unbelief of these last days! If this sin was vis-
ited with such awful consequences upon that people
who had just merged from the degradation of an
Egyptian bondage, how much sorer punishment sup-
pose ye, they of this generation will be thought wor-
thy, who are brought to the borders of that glorious
land which God sware to our father’s that he would
give unto them, and their seed, for an everlasting in-
heritance, and who enter not because of umbelief.
Ffom the eminence we now occupy, we can look and
see every part of the covenant Giod made with Abra-
ham, conceruing his lineal seed, literally fulfilled. We
seo algo every part of the other Covenant in like
manner fulfilled, except the entering and possessing
the land. And the cry has gone forth throughout
the land and the world, “ Behold the Bridegroom
cometh, arise. go ye out to meet him!” &c., and in
support of which the plain positive promises of God
are brought in rich effusion, and spread outin a man-
ner that cannot be gainsaid or resisted. Yet we see
the testimony rejected, by saint and sinner, as a thing
beneath or unworthy of notice. And why is it so?
Is it not because they are turned aside from the truth
unto fables, and believe like Israel of old, the testi-
mony of men rather than the testimony of God? O
it is but too true, and I greatly fear that nothing will
cause them to give up their unbelief, but the sound-
ing of the trump of God to call the quick and the
dead to judginent. And then how awful will be
their condition—their repentance will come too late-—
there will then be no Moses or Saviour, to stand up
aéld plead their cause before an offended and insulted

od.

D e e
The World Lost.

Ir it had light in 1tself, it would not need another
light. Ifit had life in itself, it would not need to re-
ceive it anew. If it were not lost, Heaven need not
come to seek and to save it. “I am come a light in-
to the world,” saith Christ, “that whosoever believ-
eth in me should not abide in darkness.” He that

heareth my word and believeth on him that sent me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condem- |

nation, but is passed from death unte life, “I am

the resurrection. and the life.” Said John; “He that]
believeth not the Son, shall not: s¢e Jife; but the wrath

of God abideth on him.”

The world is lest. If it wete not, righteousness
would spring and flourishin the gpontaneousness and
abundance of an-indigenous praduct. Vice, if found
at all, wounld be the sparse snd sickly.exotic. All
experience shows the reverse of this,

have proved universally spread, luxuriantand rampant,
as natural growth. Virtue, as a foreign plant, has
struggled for existence, against incongeniality of soil
and climate, and the choking influence of prevalent
vice. If man were not lost, evil, if found at all upon
his moral character, would be but the occasional ex-
crescence on the tree of his nature. That tree would,
notwithstanding, flourish in beauty, laden with the
flowers and fruits of goodness. If moral evil were
but a wart upon human nature, how easy the remo-
val of the blemish, leaving the character fair and
sound in native healthfulness. Instead of this, it
proves, to all human surgery, the constitutional can-
cer. The out-breaking ulcer, cut out of the system
at one point, quickly appears in another; proving
that the virus has its subsistence in the whole sys-
tem, circulating in the life-stream, flowing out from
the heart through every fibre. When we have bro-
ken off from outward transgressioss, we discover
principles of evil within, too subtile to have been com-
municated t0 us in example ; too deep to have been
rooted by habit; and too mighty to be subdued by
human determinations alone, or by the mere letter of
the law. We feel that the power that created us orig-
inally in heliness, is needed to create us anew to
righteousness, since we have become lost to it. * We
feel the need of an Omnipotent and Infinite Redeem-
er, to deliver us from our guilt, and to change our
character, so that we may be at peace with God, and
our hearts become the pure fountain of a holy life.
The condition of the physical, is made to corres-
pond with the character of the moral world.
“ Nature,
Threugh all her works gives signs that all is lost.”

She has a mortal malady, manifest in the symp-

"toms of her disease, and declared in the *sure word

of prophecy.” With her winter chill and her sum-
mer fever, her . vernal bloom is as the hectic bright-
ness on the consumptive’s cheek, while corruption
and dissolution prey upon the vitals beneath. In
the intervals of her earthquake heavings, her dark
and self-desolating storms, her calm and brightness
are as the ease and quietude and hope in the inter-
mission of the paroxysms of pain, convulsive strivings
and assaulting death, in the mortally diseased. Na-
ture is consuming her own life in cking out a limited
existence with just strength and duration enough to
correspond with the world’s moral character, and to
answer the purpose of man’s probation.

The world, therefore, needs a Redeemer. Jesus
our Lord is the Saviour it needs. To as many as re-
ceive him, he gives power to become the Sons of God.
Their souls are pardomed and renewed to holiness
here, and by death their bodies sleep to be revived in
the resurrection to immortality and incorruptibility
and glory. And when the elements of the visible
heavens and earth shall have been “ dissolved,” he will
revive them in a “new heaven and 2 new earth,” an
cternal and befitting abode for his redeemed people,
# Beh.1d” he saith, “ I make all things new.”

e ——
New Testament Reasons for Hxpecting Christ,

Wk are fully convinced of the authority of the New
Testament Scriptures, and rest with unshaken con-
fidence on every word therein revealed. We under-
stand by them that the Son of God was literally man-
ifested 1n the flesh, and suffered death, to open a door
of salvation to our fallen race. That while on earth
he promised to come again to reward his followers
and set up his everlasting kingdom. He also fore-
told events and signs which should immediately pre-
cede his second appearing, and left a command that
when we should see these things come to pass, we
should know that he was near even at the doors,
At his ascension an angel told his disciples that in
like manner he should come again. In his revelation
to his beloved disciple, he said, seal not the sayings
of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand,
and surely I come quicky; and the opening burthen
of this prophecy is, “ Behold he cometh with clouds,
and every eye shall see him.” From prayful exami-
nation of this book, we trace the prophetic history of
our world from that time down to the present, and
the next events are the anger of the nations, thecoming
of the Son of man, the judgment, and the succeeding
glories of the eternal state. We know of no reason
for delay, nor can we lll)erceive anything in the pro-
phetic map to hinder the speedy manifestation of the
Sonef God. We learn from our Saviour that the
tares and wheat shall grow together until the end of
‘the world, and that its moral condition shall be at
that tinre like as it was in the days of Noah, and of
Lot, that they shall be eating and drinking, and say-
ing peace and safety, when sudden destruction shall
come upon them. That he will come unexpectediy

and as a thief to many who will be saying, my Lord;
-delayeth his ooming, and shall begin to eat and to

drink with the drunken, and to smiteand revile their

Sin and crimh | fellow servants who expect him. We are also assur-

ed that in the last days men will so far forget the
Lord as to scoffingly enquire, “ Where is the prom-
ise of his coming? ~That they shall be lovers of their
own selves and pleasures more than lovers of God,
and covetous and proud, and disobedient to parents,
having a form of godliness but denying the power
thereof. That the last days shall be perilous times
for men shall be boasters and blasphemers, withaut
natural affection, and despisers of those that are good.
‘Who can for a moment consider this inspired sketch
of the present time, and not be overwhelmed with
the conviction that the hour has arrived ? The signs
which have been witnessed by the present generation,
in the natural heavens and upon the earth, astonish-
in%}y verify the following words of our Saviour,
“There shall be signs in the sun and in the moon and
in the stars, and upon the earth distress of nations
with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring, men’s
hearts failing them for fear and for looking after those
things which are coming on the earth, for the powers
of the heavens shall be shaken, and then shall they
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. Wlien we consider the
irresistible evidence before us, we wonder at the
long-suffering of God, and are constrained soon to
expect the voice, “ Thrust in thy sharp sickle, for the
harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” Nothing else, we
fear, will break the fatal enchantment that now en-
chains professing millions. Why is this indifference
and contempt manifested to the doctrine of a return-
ing Saviour by his professed followers? We appeal
to the inspired text, which is fulfilling before our
eyes, to the threatening heavens above, and the trem-
bling earth beneath. Nature herself seems more loy- |,
al and intelligent that man, and is moved at his ap-
proach, and lifts up her voiceless hands to welecome
the glory of a coming Glod. The Lord once said the
stroke in the heaven knoweth her appointed times,
but my people know not the judgment of the Lord,
they will not consider; therefore we would exclaim
with his prophet, O, that my head were waters, and
my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day
and night for a lukewarm church and a sleeping

world.
——— e

An Appeal to the Unconverted,

DousTLESs, to many of you, the world seems al-
luring, its charms manifold, its scenes captivating ;
but be not deceived, listen no longer to the song of
the siren—it charms but to allure, and affords not
true happiness—the spell will soon very soon be bro-
ken, and then not a vestige of consoling thought or
happy reflection will be realized. O, we entreat you,
be not paralized by this world’s influences, but be
constrained by the excellencies of religion—the pre-
ciousness of Christ, the beauties of another world, the
glories of the everlasting kingdom, not to set your
affections on things of earth, but enlist yourselves as
volunteers in that large company which is already
marshalled, expecting soon to join the * innumerable
multitude,”

Be assured salvation is still proffered. mercy’s
hand is still extended, Will you submit to Christ
and become the rich recipients of his love? Relig-
iom is entitled to your warmest sympathies—to the
affections of your whole heart. O, yield to its claims.
The Saviour who died to save you, is now an inter-
cessor. Is there one who will reject the free offers
of mercy now, and be shut out from Christ’s presence
forever 2 Solemn thought.

You have the prayers of the Israel of God—con-
tinval intercession rises from many a heart in your
behalf. While we pray “ Thy Kingdom Come,” we
are not unmindful of your well being. Wlile we
look: forward, with joyous anticipation, to the consum-
mation of our fondest hopes, and highest aspirations,
our hearts are pained with the reflection of your com-
ing doom.

It is a devout saying, that “if we expect to live
with Christ in heaven, we must live to him on earth.”
Then how important that we obtain a preparation
for the coming of the Lord. If we would exult with
unmingled happiness at that blessed clime, we must
submit to Christ, stand entire in him, and be ready,
waiting for the solemn revelation of the coming day.
Be impressed your earthly career will soon be termi-
nated, * the great day of the Lord is mear, it is near,
and hasteth greatly ©’ Then embrace the Saviour,
live to God, wholly conseerated to his service ; enjoy
the fullmess of the gospel of Christ and all will be
well: when the Saviour comes, you will be like him ;
when He who is our life, shall appear, we shall ap-
pear with him in glory. Be summoned to no other
than to » high and holy destiny.

Angd, in-closing, let me earnestly entreat you all,
kind friends, from those who know but little of
earth’s tribulatien, to those .whose brow is furrowed
by age, by cares, to reflect on the untried realities of
the future state, and puisue no farther the track
which will inevitably end in the second death.
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You are not yet bereft of encouragemnent ; there is
at least a ray of hope yet lingering, unwilling to de-
part; cherish it, cherish it, and let nothing deter
you from shining among that bright constellation
that shall shine as the brightness of the firmament,
as the stars forever and ever. And with the kind
assurance of our best wishes for your present peace.
and future happiness, I now close this appéal. com-
mending you to God for his blessing and heavenly
benediction to rest upon you.

SPIRITUALISM.

AP

R NN

¢ But there werc false prophets also among the people, even
ag there shall he false teachers among you, who- privily [ Pri-
vate Circles,] shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift
destruction.”” 2 Pet. ii, 1

¢ When they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden de-
struction cometh upen them.” 1 Thess. v, 3

“ Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is beeome the
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,”" &e.
Chap. xviii, 2.

¢ Whose {Christ’s] coming is after [immediately following]
the working of satan with all power, and signs and lying won-
ders.”” 2 Thess. ii, 9.

¢ And shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch, that if
it wero possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” Matt
xxiv, 24.

SetriT- DRAWING3.—We have just been shown some mag-
nificent drawings of flowers and fruits recently executed by
Spirits by the hand of a lady (Mrs. B. . . .. .) of this city.
Several difficult pieces, neither of which could have been ex-
ecuted by a skillful artist in much less than two days, have
each heen drawn, and shaded, and finished in the most ex-
quisite manner, in from two to three hours, What adds to the
marvelousness of the affair is, that the lady has never stud-
ied the rules, er habituated herself to the practice of draw-
ing, and she finds that the Spirits, by the mavement of her
hand, can perform the work as well in the dark as in the
light; and as well when her eyes are turned from the paper
as when they are fixed upon it. We regard these facts ns
cartainly very extraordinary, and as affording demonstration
of an outstanding, invisible, and intelligent agent which
should certainly be satisfactory to every reasonahle mind.
‘We learn that this kind of spiritwal manifestation is daily be-
coming more common.

DiSTINGUISHED INVESTIGATORS.—Among those who are
engaged in investigating the phenomena and the teachings of
Spiritualism are judges of the different courts, physicians, na-
vy and army officers, clergymen, and others. It has heen
said that one or two mewmbhers of the €abinet are also read-
ing and experimenting on the subjeet, hut thig I do not vouch
for. It may interest the public to know that Judge M‘Lean,
‘of the Supreme Court of the United States, has heen looking
intto the facts until he has become pretty well convinced that
they are in reality what they purport to be—the acts of dis-
emhodied Spirits, who formerly dwelt among us in tbe flesh.
I may also mention Judge Williams, of the Suprems Court
of Towa, who has for some time past been staying in Wagh-
ington, as & most thorough and unflinching believer in the
Spirits. He proclaims it boldly at the hotels or in private
company when questioned oun the subject. Mrs. General Ma-~
comb is also, I believe, convinced of the spiritual origin of the
latter-day marvels. Muny others, well known here, also be-
lieve. Indeed, the facts and the conjectured consequences of
Spiritualism form a topic of conversatien in nearly every
drawing-room and at half the dinner-tables of Washington,—
Spir. Tel.

FOREIGN NEWS,

A Constantinople letter says—1t is believed te be the in-
tention of the Commander in Chief of the Aunglo-French Ex-
pedition to the East to carry the war into the heart of Rus-
sia, and to raise an insurrection in the Crimea and Ciroassia,
ag soon as Soukem Kaleb, and Roden Kaleb on the coast of
Asia Minot, shall have been bomharded by the fleets, and to
land a body of 20,000 troops near Sebastopol, which would at
the same time be attacked by sea.

The Cologne Gazette, states that the Emperor of Russia
has had a relapse of illness.

Tue War.— A digpateh from Constantinople, dated the 16th,
announces that the outer works of Sebastopol have been can-
nonaded by the French and English fleets, with guns of long
range, with a view to destroy the advanced works, previous
to & general attack. The Russians retire from the exports.

Tue Danvuse —Dispatches have been reeeived ffom the
head-quarters of Omer Pasha, giving a fuvorahle account of
the recent operations of his forces on more than one point of
his position.

The Russian corps which was known to have been collect-
ed at Turnu, nesr the mouth of the Aluta, is stated to have
heen repulsed on the 28th ¢f April, with a logs of 1,500 men,
by the Turks quartered at Nicopulis under Sali Pache

Greece will be ocoupied by 15,000 Anglo-French and is
blockaded- by the fleet. A reconnoisance of Sebastopol has
been made by the flests.

The war news, by the Asia is interesting, and will soon be
more so if France and England, asreported, intend to invade
Russia.

On the 2d of May another Russian detachment was beaten
at Radova, not far from Krajova. There is every reason to
delieve these reports to be accurate and authentic. It was
further-reported that the Russians had received a severe
shock, but the news requires confirmation.

From, Kalafat, an engagement is reported between six
squadrons of Cossacks und five of Turkish Hussars, near Rad-
san on the 4th of May. The Cossacks were defeated, and lost
62 guns, and 130 men killed.

From St. Petersburg, 9th, letters state that the British
fleet had heen seen within twenty-five miles of Cronstadt, and
ha1 captured a number of gun-boats.

Spain.—The news from Spain is of an interesting cast.
Six thousand men are immediately to emhark in three divis-

ions of two thousand each for Porto Rico, there
for service when wanted

This will raise the garrison of Ciiba to 30,000 of the best
troops of Spain. Paixhan guns and such like hollow ware ate
to be sent out in due supply, and the Spaniards think they
will whip all America—éasy!

Louis Napoleon hus recently stated that his policy will be
tho same in the West as in the Hast, intimating that he would
oppose the annexation of Cuba.

to be drafted

THE STATE OF EUROPE.

A year has fully elapsed from the timo that the. Russian
Emperor began to make serious preparations for war; for ten
months his army has been in the Principalities, which he oe-
cupied partially in time of peace, without declaring war.
Since the end of Qctober war has really been waged, and yet
the position of the armies is the same as af the beginning.
About thirty thousand men have already lost their lives hy
the sword, the diseases and privations of war, and still no im-
portant battle has been fought, and no great strategical plan
has been carried out on either side. Russians and Tnrks
keep their positions, fur, if Prinee Gorchakoff hag oceupied
and Omer Pasha evacuated the Dobrodja, Lesser Walluchia
has, on the other hand, been abandoned by the Russians, and
the neutrality of Servia isnow firmly established. Two months
have likewise nearly elapsed since the Anglo-French declar-
ationpf war ; the largest fleets Burope has ever seen afloatin
the Black Sea and in the Baltic, Gallipoli and Rodoste are
garrisoned by Freneh armies and Scutari by the English, but
no action has yet been fought, though England has already
managed to expend ten millions sterling on preparations, and
Turkey has exhausted her treasury and is unable to pay the
arrears due to her European and Asiatic armies. What will
be the conseqltixence of all this mismanagement on both sides ?
Ancient Turkey has already been swept away, the institu-
tions of the Ottomman Empire have been overthrown. by the
reforms neecessitated by the war, and even if Russia should
now yield and withdraw from the Principalities, the old order
of things cannot be restored. The rules of those gentiemanly
Osmalis, who were vsed to command but not to work, who
were as hospitable, and generous, and ¢hivalrous, and domi-
neering, and lazy, and apathetic as the fendal Barons of the
middle ages, or the modern planters in the southern States,
has gone foraver, with all its patriarchal forms, and great pol-
iticians ; the question remains to be solved how the Empire is
to be reconstructed. The Christian nations of European
Turkey are the vilest and most abjeot population of Europe.
The Serbs, too lazy for agriculture, live chiefly by cattle-
breeding, and jealous of competition, do not allow emigrants
to settle among them. The Montenegrins, the Albaniansand
the Armatoles of the Pindus, are freebooters hy profession;
the Bnlgarians and Besniak have nomanly, energstic spirit ;
accustomed to be serfy, they do not aspire to rule, nor have
they the education fitting thewm for the management of an Em-
pire; while the Greeks.are well known as the greatest cheats
and intriguers in Europe, a character which they have earned
in Turkey and in independent Grecce, as well as in the Ioni-
an Islands. Under such circumstances the Anglo-French oc-
cupation will probably last longer tban was originally con-
templated, and may in spite of all the conventions and stip-
ulations to the contrary, ultimately lead to a partition of Tur-
key, though its original object was the defensc of the inde-
pendence and integrity of the Ottoman Empire.

The Turkish fleet has left Constantinople for the Circas-
sian Coast, and will probably soon join the Anglo-Freneh
fleet, which is expected to attack Anapa, Sudjuk Kale, Su-
kum Kale and Redut Kale, the four fortres-es of the eastern
Euxine where the Russians have concentrated their defensive
forces. 1t is expccted that the camppign will open in Asia
in a few days, as the snow has at last disappeared ffom the
Armenian plateau and the roads from Triebizond to Erzer-
um, and from Erzerum to Kars have become practicable.

* The strange inaction of Pashkiewitch on the Danube is
again explatiued by diplomacy. The Russian army of occupa-
toin, formerly facing Omer Pasha, has suddenly turned its
front towards Transylvania, and the Czar is assuming s posi-
tion more threatening to Austrin than dangerous to Turkey,
in hopes either to force Austria to joln him openly, or to
chastise the ingratitude of Francis Josepk in a summary
way before England and France could assist their new ally.

In Italy an vutbreak can scarcely be prevented. Garrib-
aldi hag arrived at Genoa., Tommasco, the exiled Venetian

‘statesman and 1.oet, has likewise returned to Italy, and Maz-

zini i3 said to have Jdisappeared from London; all this tends
to the supposition that my next letter may be more interest-
ing.

The Queen of Spain has ordered the garrison of Cuba to be
increased, and orders have been sent to Pezuela to arm the
mulatees and, if required, the negroes, in case of an Ameri-
can invasion, which would at once bring about the emancipa-
tion of all the slaves in order to mako the conguest of the-is-
land both a desperate and worthless affair for the South of
the Union. The fine of the Black Warrior has been remitted
out of consideration for the United States; but the claims
and pretensions in Mr Soule’s wote have been repudiated.
The United States must either give up their claim or break
off diplomatic rclations.

Dehmark seems not to be inclined to depart from her neu-
trality, and if indeed she should do 8o, it will be to turh Rus-
sian as soon &8 she is sure of Prussia. It cannot be donbted
that the policy of Cepenhagen and Berlin will be identieal.
The Swedes, on the other hand, wish to join the western pow-
ers, but being well aware that the combined fleet must leave
the Baltic eatly in November on account of the frost, they do
not like the risk of being overrua by a Russian army during
winter when the Anglo-French alliance can be of but little
avail. Still should Sweaborg he taken by-Sir Charles Na-
pier, Sweden would immediately side with England and
France and garrison the fortress, whieh is the key of Fin-
land.—N. Y. Tribune.
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§Z&" A colored man near Xenia, Ohio, was beaten to death
by three persons, who seized him as a fugitive and attempt-
od to carry him hack to slavery., The mnrderers have
been arrested; and the excitment in the surfounding country
is intense.

Tue FuveiTive SLave Casg, which has caused such an im-
mense excitement in Boston and vieinity, is decided, and the
fugitive, Anthony Burns, s returned to slavery. In a sere
mon on this subject, Theodore. Parker says :—

“You know the rest. The trial lasted five days. Burps
never gaw 8 judge er a jury—he was sent hack to helpless
slavery. “You have read the papers, you have seen the streets
of Boston ; you need Bot be remmded of the Faneunil Hall
meeting, when even the eloquence of Wendell Philips scarce-
ly restrained the mob. You bave seen Court-sguare surround-
ed, & man killed. Boston never saw such #n anniversary
week ; the eity was in a state of siege ; the Court-House and
public squares filled with troops, the Courts sitting with bay-
onets at their backs, and counsel entering the Court-rooms,
drunken soldiers charging at their breasts with hayonets.
The scenes of Friday you will never forget; ball cartridges
were munufactured to oppose the pedple in Dock-square ; can-~
non were loaded and put under the charge of drunken officers,
who were ready to give the eommand to fire to foreign sol-
diers.

“ They carried Burns off with all this preparation over the
spot that was stained with the bloed of Christopher Attucks,
a colored man, the first martyr of the revolution, and order
reigns in Boston or in Warsaw,

' So much for & history of the week. Here are two forces—
Liberty and Slavery—and they will go on untilone triumphs.
Slavery has advanced since the annexation of Texas. Sla-
very is obviously the master, and freedom is obviously “the
servant. It strangles all the prominent men in the eountry.
Fidelity to Slavery is a sine qua non for any man whe ex-
pects to rise in official station.”

The Tribune says:—‘‘The future is big with events such
as these, unless something is done to allaythe public excite-
ment produeed by the proceedings of the slave power, hacked
by our rulers. ' The fugitive slave law, as it now stands, can
no longer be enforced without jeopardizing the public tran-
quility to an alarming extent. We again eall upon Congress
to give their earnest and immediate attention to this grave
suhbject. If there can be no repeal of the law at this session,
which we think it quite certain, let us at least have the trial
by jury. A modification of  this sort is abselutely demanded
-ymnless the country is to be precipitated upon insurrection and
perchance civil war.”

Rior AND BLoopsHEDp 1IN Brookiyn, N. Y.—An out-
break occurred between the secret orgamzation of Native
Amerieans, and the Irish, on the 10th inst. Some five or six
were shot, and a great many more had their heads, arms and
legs broken with clubs. Pistols wore also fired from house-
tops, and stones fell like hail in every direction. At b o’clock
P. M., the crowd numbered over 6000; hut the mob was
cleared away and guiet.restored about 8 in the evening.

Are such scenes the precursors of a temporal millen-

nium ?!
Nt e R e\

Appointments,

ProvibENCE permitting we will meet with the brethren
at Bogton, Mags., Sabbath and First-day 10th and 11th inst.
Springfield, Mass., 8venings of the 12th and 13th. Lincklaen,
N. Y., Sabbath and First-day, 17th and 18th, where the
brethred #ay appoint. JosePx Bares.

§Z" ProvibENCE permitting, in company with Bro. Law-
rence I will meet with the brethren in Loraine, N. Y., July
1st and 2d. Watson, 8th and 9th. A. 8. Hurcuins,

Rochester Conference,

Wietr'be held June 23d—26th, commenecing the 23d at 2
o’elock P. M. This Conference is appointed at Rochester be-
cause it is the most central place, and not because the breth-
ren in the city-are best able to sustain such a meeting. Pro~
vision will he madse for preaching brethren, and for their bor-
ses, and for as many others as possible. It is expected that
this will be a general gathering from the region round about,
and one or more if consistent, from the different Churches in
‘Western and Central N. Y., Canada West and Pepnsylvania.
This will douhtless be & large gathering, and many must
come with the expectation of seeking their own entertain-
went

Receipts.

G. W. Vineoa, a Friend, D. E. Rockwell, G. Matthews, D.
Baker, E Saxby, A D. Lyon, S. Morrell, H. Myers, A. Mil-
ler, J. Hamilton, J Foy, J. A, Loughhead, A. Andrews, E.
Mugford, P. Foss, R. Bradford, each $1.

J. Barrett, J. Stone, C. liamson, J. Deming, P. Cash, D.
C. Turner, R. B. Ilart, A.E Nevins, A. 8. King, N. An-
drews, each $2. R. M. Nevins $4. 8. Howland $5.

8. 8. Davis, $2,70. A. N. Curtiss, $1,78. J. Alexander,
$1,70. E. Harris, J. White, A. Gibbs, D. C. Babeock, each
$1,50. J. Edgerton, $1,44, F. Strong, $1,33.. J. Millard,
81,15, I.Doranee, $0,75. D. I. Hilton, $0,70. A. Follett,
$,25.—897, 20, behind on the Review. ’
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