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THE ATONEMENT.

BY J. M. STEPHENSON.

[ Continued from No. 2.]

Havine investigated the nature of the penalty of
God's law for original sin, and having shown that it
reduces the whole man to the dust of the earth, I
new propose showing that all the plain, literal teach-
ings of the Bible in reference to the condition of the
dead harmonize with this view.

Read the history of the death of all the patriarchs
and prophets, (except Enoch and Elijah,) and you
will find no intimation of any distinctive entity such
as the immortal soul, or deathless spirit, which” sur-
vived death. But, they lived, they died, and that
is all is said about them, save what is recorded of
what they said and did. Compare the simple rec-
ord-of the death of those holy men who died in
faith with the obituaries of the present day. See-
Gen. v, 5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 31} ix, 29; xxiii,
17-20; xxv, 8; xxxv, 29; xlix, 20-33; 1, 24-26.
Sleep is the most common term to denote the con-
dition of the man in death. Read the following
texts. Deut. xxxi, 16; 2 Sam. vii, 12; 1 Kings ij,
10, 11, 21, 43; 2 Chron. xi, 31; 2 Kings xx, 21;
2 Chron. xxxil, 83; xxvi, 23; Job iil, 13; vii, 21}
¥iv, 12} Ps. Ixxvi, 5; Matt. xxvii, 52; Aects vii, 603
xiii, 36; 1 Cor. xv, 8, 18, 20, 51; 1 Thess, iv, 13—
15; v, 10; 2 Pet. iii; 4. A more beautiful and ap-
propriate symbol of- death could not be found. In
profound .slumber there is no consciousness—no
knowledge. Worn down with the labors and anx-
ieties of the day, the weary traveler prostrates his
aching frame upon a bed to sleep; mark that pil-
grim, how sweetly he sleeps, how quietly he rests—
eight hours elapse—he awakes—it is a blank to
him—he wakes up just-where he went.to sleep; he
commences thinking just where he left off the even-
ing before. A dreamful state is a state of partial
wakefulness. In profound slumber a person never
dreams; the blood retires from the brain, it becomes
inactive. All the organs of thought, of memory,
being entirely inactive, of course, he cannot think;
or even if he could, the organs -of memory being
paralyzed, how could he-call to mind the result of
such action? He could not. Transfer the quietfide
of unconseious sleep to the condition of all the dead,
and you have the Bible view.

How quietly theysleep! «Theyshall not awake,
nor be raised out of their sleep” “till the heavens

no more” The heavens may thunder and
the earth quake, the sea and the waves may
roar, nations may rise, aud empires may crumble to

dust, and yet they hear not the sound thereof—
they know it not. The rich and the poor, the small
and the great are there, “ with kings and counsellors
of the earth, which built desolate places for them-
solves; or with princes that had gold, who filled
their houses with silver: as infants which never saw
light. There the wicked cease from troubling; and
there the weary be at rest. There the prisoners
rest together; they hear not the voice of the op-
pressor. The small and great are there; and the
servant is free from his master.” Job iii, 14-19.
No one associates pain, or trouble, or anxiety, with
sleep; these belong to the succession of events con-
nected with conscious existence. But in the grave
there are no days, or weeks, or months, or years; the
past, present, and future are ablank. The time
which shall have elapsed from the death of Abel
to the resurrection, will be no more than that of
the last saint who shall die. They will be judged,
raised, rewarded if righteous, at the same time;
and thus dispense with the necessity of a double judg-
ment, and of rewarding or punishing men before
they are judged: or if wicked, they will be raised
and receive their recompense at the same time.

I will now investigate those portions of holy writ
which speak in explicit language of man’s condition

.n death. All the figures, parables, and metaphors

must in all cases be harmonized with the plain teach-
ings of the Bible. 'With this old Protestant rule for
our guide, let us enter upon the investigation of this
subject, having a desire to ascertain just what the
Scriptures teach in reference to the dead; not what
we would have them teach. 'What saith the Serip-
tures, and not what saith our creeds, or ministers,
should be the motto of every Christian. “To the
law and to the testimony: if they speak nat accord-
ing to this word, it is because there is no light in
them.” Isa. viil, 20. Amen. Then to the festi-
mony let us go.

Job says, [Chap. vii, 21,] “And why dost thou
not pardon my transgression, and take away mine in.
iquity 3 for now shall I sleep in the dust; and thou
shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be.”
He declares that he would sleep in the dust, [ Unto
dust shalt thou return,”} and that his Maker should
seek him in the morning, but he should not be.
“To be,” signifies to exist. 'Why should Job not ex-
ist? Bacause he would return, to dust. The Bible
gives no account of but one Job, hence if Jeb is
asieepein the dust, there can be no other Job awake
in Paradise at the same time.

Again he says, “ O that I had given up the ghost,
and no eye had seen me! I should have been as
though I had not heen,” &ec. Job x, 18, 19. Here
Job wishes he had died in infancy, and declares, had
such been the case, he would have been as though
he had not been. What would have been Job's
condition, had he never existed? Would he have
been conscious, or intelligent? No. Then had he
died in infancy, he would not have been conscious
or intelligent. Does not death place adults in the
same condition it does infants? Let Job answer for
himself. “ Are not my days few? cease then, let
me alone, that I may take comfort a little, before I
go whence I shall not return, even to the land of
darkness, and the shadow of death. A land of
darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of
death, without any order, and where the light is as
darkness.” Here -Job tells us in plain terms his
views of the place to which he expected to go at
death, and how unlike all the descriptions we have
ever read of Paradise, or the pluce to which the pi-

ous of the present day expectto go. They repre-:
sent it a8 a place of order, and of ineffuble light;.

from which its glorified visitamts may return stipleas-

"He then describes the nature of his habitation,

ure, to minister to their surviving friends on earth,

Again be says, “ For there is hope of a tree, if it
be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the
tender branches thereof will not cease. Though the
root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock
thereof die in the ground; yet through the scent of
water, it will bud and bring forth boughs like a
plant” Chap. xiv, 7-9. Not so with ‘man, he
dieth, and wasteth away, and all the skill of earth
cannot extort from the cold and lifeless clay any
signs of life. “But man dieth and wasteth away;
yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?
As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decay-
eth aud drieth up; so man lieth down, and riseth
not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not
awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.” Verses
10-12. This implies that they shall awake, and be
raised out of their sleep when the heavens be no
more,

O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that
thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be
past, that thou wouldest appomt me a set time, and
remember me!” Verse 13. He then asks one of
the most important questions ever propounded to dy-
ing man; one that the philosophy of the world has
never been able to answer. “If a man die, shall he
live again$? all the days of my appointed time will
I wait, till my change come.” Verse 14. Job,
having propounded this important question in the
form of an affirmation, (as if he had affirmed, If a
man die, he shall live again,) expresses his resigna-
tion—*all the days of my appointed time will I wait,
till my change come.” Now, if we can ascer-
tain the place where Job Waits, we may know with
certainty, where all the righteous wait from death to
the resurrection ; for Job was a righteous man; and
if any would be permitted to enter upon their re-
wards at death, it would be he. Let Job answer
for himself. “If I wait, the grave is mine house.”
“® I
have made my bed in darkness.” Chap. xvii, 13,
He next describes his nearest relation, and asso-
ciates: the spirits of departed saints, of course.
Not exactly. “I have said to corruption, Thou art
my father: to the worm, Thou art my mother, and
my sister. And where is now my hope?” Verses
14,15, Ans. In the resurrection. “Thou shalt
call, and I will answer thee: thou wilt have a de-
sire to the work-of thine hands” Chap. xiv, 15,
Job was not an infidel, although he believed in the
unconsciousness of the dead. He would have his
hope in the glorious doctrine of the resurrection,
written in a book, and lead in the rock forever; that
the latest generations might read it. Hear the lan-
guage of triumphant and all-conquering hope: O
that my words were now written! O that they
were printed in a book! That they were graven
with an iron pen, and lead in the rock forever! For
I know that my Redeemer liveth, and tbat he shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth: and though
after my skin worms destroy this dody, yet in my
flesh shall I see God; whom I shall see for myself,
and mine eyes shall behold, and not anoth.
or, &’ Chap. xix, 28-27. Note, first, worms
were to destroy him, i e, after &c. worms destroy
this body &e. Verse 26. Second, he is to see tbe
Lord. with the eyes of the identical body that worms
have destroyed. Third, his seeing God is predica-
ted, not of death, but the resuscitation of the eyes
and flesh, which worms had desttoyed. Verse 26,
Fourth, he expected to see God, not at death, butat
the latter day, i. e., at the second’ adyent and resur-

 rectior. - Verse 25.

Dawiil’s tpstimony harmonizes with Job’s. Ps. vi,

§. “TorIn death there is no rem mbrance of thee:
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in the grave who shall give thee thanks.” Is mem-
ory an attribute of the soul, or spirit? then that in-
telligent part ceases at death. What! the righteous
dead not remember their Creator? Forin death
there is no remembrance of thee.” Shall not they

ive him thanks for all his acts of kindness? «In
%he grave who Snone) shall give thee thanks”
Heaven, without thanks, or remembrance of God,
would not be a very desirable place for a Christian!
Yet, such is the state of all the dead, accordingto the
above text.

Paul, speaking of David, [Acts xiii, 36,] says,
“ For David after he had served his own generation,
by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto
his father’s, and saw corruption.” A shoit time be-
fore he fell asleep (or died and saw corruption) he
expressed his hope. “ As for me, 1 will behold thy
face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I
awake with thy likeness” Ps. xvii, 15. When
will David awake n his (God’s) likeness? When
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be rais-
ed. See 1 Thess. iv, 13-18; Phil. iii, 20, 21.

Read Peter’s testimony in reference to David,
written near two thousand years after his death.
% Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of
the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.” Aets
i, 29. But the theology of the present day teaches
that good men ascend to heaven at death. Who
would he permitted to ascend. to heaven, if David
would not?—and yet, an inspired Apostle informs
us, that David had ot ascended into the heavens,
in his day. Acts ii, 84, “For David is not ascend-
ed into the heavens, &c”

Again, David asks the following guestions, in ref-
arence to the condition of the dead, and leaves them
for us to answer: “ Wilt thou shew wonders to the
dead ? shall the dead arise and praise thee? Selah.
Shall thy loving kindness be declared in the grave?
or thy faithfulness in destruction? Shall thy won-
ders be known in the dark? and thy righteousness
inthe land of forgetfulness?” Notice, first, it is
necessary that the dead should arise in order to
their praising God.  Ps. Ixxxvili, 10. Second, his
loving kindness shall be declared in the grave, (in
the resurrection of the dead,) verse -11, first clause.
Third, death, the grave, and destruction, are synon-
ymous terms. Compare the last clawse of verse 11
with verses 10 and 11. Fourth, the dead are in a
state of darkness and forgetfulness. Verse 12. We
are taught that the pious dead praise the Lord more
than the living, The poet responds to this senti-
1nent, in the following touching strains:

* And when my voice is lost in death,
Praise shall employ my nobler powers.”’

But the pious Psalmist says, “The dead praise
not the Lord, neither any that go downintosilence.”
Ps. exv, 17.  Why cannot the dead praise the Lord ?
Ans, Because they go down intosilence—the grave.
Death is represented as the great deliverer, whose
errand of mercy is to loose the galling fetiers, to
break the cruel chains, and set the captive spirit free;
to enfranchise the immortal mind, and give its nob-
ler powers a wider, loftier range. But what saith
the Scriptures? “Put not your trust in princes,
nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.”
Ps. exl9i, 3. Why not put our trust in princes?
‘Who could protect us if princes (who sway theiriron
sceptres o’er all the world) could not? He gives
the reason. “ His breath goeth forth, he returneth
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.”’
Verse 4. Observe, first, when a prince’s breath go-
oth forth, he has no more power to protect us than
the poorest peasant. “ Kings and counsellors, . . .
the small and great are there” Job iii, 14, 19.
Second, “In that very day his thoughts perish.”
That the thoughts constitute the intelligence of the
man, all admit. They perish, i. e., come to an end,
cease to be, die. If we must have a heaven or hell
for our departed friends or foes; we must be con-
tented with a heaven, or hell, without thoughts.
“Their memory and their sense are gone.”

Solomon inherited his father’s sentiments, in ref-
erence to the condition of the dead. He draws the
analogy between a living dog and a dead lion, and
shows the pre-eminence of the former over the lat-
tor, “For to him that is joined to all the living,
there is hope; (While there is life there is hopes)

for a living dog is better than a dead lion” Eeccl.
ix, 4. So utterly powerless is a lion, (the king of
beasts,) under the dontinion of death, that even a
living dog is better. From this comparison, he
shows us the disparity between a living and a dead
man; thereby teaching that there is as much dis-
parity between a living and a dead man, as there is
between a living dog and a dead lion. “For [be-
cause] the living know that they shall die; but the
dead know not anything” Verse 5, first clause.
The same part that has knowledge in a living man,
knows nothing [has no knowledge] in a dead man,
Just as certainly as living men have knowledge, just
so certainly dead men know nothing. Are love, ha-
tred, and envy, attributes of the mind, or soul? if
80, they perish. ¢ Also their love, and their hatred
and their envy, is now perished, &c. Veme 6.
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do ¢ with thy
might; for there is"no work, nor device, nor knowl-
edge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.”
Think of happiness, or misery, consciousness, or in-
telligence, without work, or device, or knowledge,
or wisdom. These being attributes, of the organism,
perish with it. As man dieth, so dieth the brute;
they all go to one place. Eccl. iij, 19, 20. Isaiah
tells us what would have been his condition, had he
died. Chap. xxxviii, 17-20.

The foregoing evidences must suffice from the
Old Testament. I will divide the New Testament
evidences into two classes. First, those texts which
represent the hopes of the primitive Christians, as
being centred in the resurrection of the dead, and
the second advent of Christ, instead of a transfer
to heaven at death; which ought not to be the case,
if all that is capable of happiness or misery, rewards
or punishment, enter upon their respective rewards
at death. Hear the motive our blessed Redeemer
places before the minds of his people. “But when
thou makest a feast, call the pcor, the maimed,
the lame, the blind, and thou shalt be blessed; for
they cannot recompense thee; for thou shalt be rec-
ompensed at the resurrection of the just” Luke
xiv, 18, 14. Why wait until the resurrection of the
Just, if they had immortal souls which would go to
heaven when they died? Certainly they would re-
ceive ample pay for a few meals of victnals before
the resurreetion. This text proves, as positively as
if our Saviour had actually affirmed it, that no part
of man will receive any portion of its rewards be-
tween death and the resurrection.

Paul, having enumerated all the ancient worthies,
Patriarchs and Prophets, Apostles and Martyrs, and
having recounted their sacrifices and sufferings, tells
us where, and when, they expected to receive their
rewards; ¢ that they might obtain a better resurrec-
tion.” Heb. xi, 35. Read the entire chapter. Why
must these faithful servants of the Most High, wait
so many hundreds of years for their rewards, if the
popular view be correct ?

Having investigated, first, the nature of the atone-
ment, second, the difficulties in the way of man’s
salvation, which render atonement necessary, I pro-
pose considering,

1. The nature of these difficulties; viz., the na-
ture of the deaths to which man is exposed for the
sin of Adam, and for his own personal sins. This
proposition involves the nature of the penalty of the
law of God; or, the condition in which those deaths
place man, Does the responsible and intelligent
wan die? or does all that is noble, intelligent and
responsible about man, escape death, while the unin-
telligent, and irresponsible part of man’s nature alone,
Is subject to death? or does the whole man, as an
intelligent and responsible being, suffer the same
penalty; i.e, death!?

In the investigation of the atonement, much de-
pends on the answers to these questions; for if death,
as modern_theologians vainly teach, be the separa-
tion of soul and body, while the body is remanded
})ack to dust, and the soul doomed to an endless life
in conscious misery, then Christ in suffering the
penalty of the law, (as the Bible plainly teaches
he did,) must have lost himself, soul and body, to
redeem man. But if, as I shall endeavor to px:ovp
?he whole man, as an intelligent, responsible beingj
is subject to death, literal death, then all that the
law- demanded of Christ, as our substitute, was a

literal death—the death of the whole, intelligent,
responsible being.

But in order to a right understanding of the na-
ture of the death man dies, it 18 necessy weshould
have correct views of the nature of wan.  Our views
of death will, in all cases, harmonize with our views
of man’s nature. If we believe man to be a com-
pound of mortality and immortality, we must give
death a two-fold meaning, and understand the same
term as having two distinct significations at the same
time. If any part of man’s nature be immortal,
that part cannot die; hence death, when addressed
to that part, must be understood in a figurative
sense: that which is mortal must die; hence death,
when applied fo that part, must be understood in
its obvious and literal sense. In the investigation
of the nature of man, I will view nan,

1. In his creation. Where, in man's history,
might we expect to find the origin and existence of
such a distinct, spiritual nature, as the “immortal
soul,” if not in the history of his creation; and what
must be our astonishment, not to find, in the entire
Bibie record, such an intimation. In Gen. i, 26,
God makes known his intention to make man. Iun
chap. ii, 7, he tells us the material out of which man
was made. The record reads thus: “ And the Lord
God formed man (not man’s body only) of the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his (man's) nostrils
the breath of life;. and man (formed of the dust of
the ground) became a living soul.” It was the man
formed of the dust of the ground who became a liv-
ing soul, person, or man. Read Paul’s inspired com-
mentary on this text, written more than four thou-
sand years afterwards. 1 Cor xv, 45. “Andso it
is written, (where was it thus written? in Gen. ii, 7,
was the only place,) The first man Adam was made
a living soul, the last Adam was made a quicken-
ing spirit.  The first man is of the earth, earthy:
the second man is the Lord from heaven” Verse
47. Mark well the language: “ The first nan Adam
was made a living soul; the first man is of the earth,
earthy;” thereby teaching, 1st. That the first man,
and the first living soul, are synonymous terms.
2d. That the first man Adam, the first living soul,
was of the earth; 1. e, made of earth: “ And the
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground.”
‘What can be plainer? Inthe entire record of man’s
creation, we fail to find any intimation of his being
in possession of any nature apart from the organism
formed of the dust of the ground.

2. In his relation to the law of God. What was
his nature, morally, physically and intellectually?
‘Was he mortal, immortal ? or was he neither? Ans,
He was neither. That he was not mortal, is evident.
1st. From the fact that the penalty was death.
Mortal signifies dying. To pass sentence of “ dyipg
thou shalt die,” upon a dying man, would be no
penalty at all. 2d. The reward of obedience was
eternal life. Now, if Adam was. mortal, he must,
from his very nature, die, whether he obeyed, or
disobeyed; but that he was not mortal is evident
from the fact, that he had the privilege of eating of
the tree of life, and living forever. That he was
not immortal is evident, 1st. From the fact, that the
penalty for disobedience was death, which could not
have been executed, had man been immortal; for
every definition of immortality excludes the pos-
sibility of death. Immortal—deathless; deathless-
ness, &e.  2d. From the relation man sustained to
the tree of life. See Gen. iij, 22, 23. “And the
Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one
of us, to know good and evil: and now lest he put
forth his hand, and take also of the tree of live, and
eat and live forever: therefore the Lord God sent
him forth from the garden of Eden.” &e. If Adam
was naturally immortal, why was it necessary to
plant a tres in the garden for the perpetuation of his
existence? Why was it necessary to drive him from
the garden, and guard the tree of life, lest he should
eat and live forever, if he was immortal and would
live forever, whether he ate or not? What, then, was
his nature? Ans. It was neither mortal nor immor-
tal, but susceptible of either. Adam was placed up-
on probation. He was an undeveloped being. His
nature, as well as his character, was suspended up-
on his action towards law. Hence he was suscepti-
ble of either good or evil, mortality or immortality.
Two trees were placed before him, and he was lefy
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fiee to choose between them. These trees l'epresent—fty years: and has been in a dead condition for

ad two distinctive natures anG destinies. To eat of
one, he would become mortal and die: to eat of the
other, he would become immortal and live forever.
He did eat of the tree of the knowlege of good and
ovil; consequently incurred a mortal, corruptible, dy-
ing nature. This brings me to notice man

3. In his relation to the execution of the penalty
of God’s law. The law and its penalty read thus:
“ And the Lord God commanded the man, saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest frecly eat;
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou ghalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die}” or dying thou
shalt die. See margin. The eating and dying are
both represented, in the marginal reading, as a grad-
ual work, See the margin of “thou mayest freely
eat,” verse 16; and “thou shalt surely die,” verse
17. You cannot fail to see that the penalty, accord-
ing to the marginal reading, requires two conditions:
1st. A dying condition: “dying thou &¢” 2d. A
dead condition: “dying thou shalt die)’

When Adam is adjudged guilty, and God pro-
ceeds to pronounce the penalty of his law, will he
give us a correct exposition of the nature of the pen-
alty? He certamly will. A'l earthly judges in is-
suing their verdiets against condemned criminals,
either use the precise language of the penalties they
denounce, or language synonymous. Will the Judge
of all the earth be less reasonable, in his mode of
procedure against the transgressors of his law, than
fallible human judges in the execution of human
laws? To threaten one thing, and to infliet another,
would be unjust; because in that case, the subjects
of the law could have no warning against the pun-
ishment to be inflicted. But our Judge isa just
Judge, and will leave all his subjects without excuse;
hence he will make the penalty of his law so plain
and explicit, that no one can fail to understand it,
unless by the most palpable néglect, or consummate
wickedness, With these preparatory remarks, enter,
kind reade, with me, upeh the investigation of this
deeply interesting subjeet, the nature of that penalty
wo all suffer for Adam’s transgression.

No need of witnesses to convict: they both con-
fess their criminality; and God proceeds to pro-
nounce the penalty. “And unto Adam he said, Be-
cause thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife,
and hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded
thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake: in sorrow shalt thou eat of it
all the days of thy life. In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground;
for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thon art, and
unto dust shalt thou vetwn” Gen. iii, 17, 19.
We will note,

1. The perfect analogy between the penalty itself,
and God’s own expositon of it, Penalty—¢ dying
thou shalt die.””  Exposition—¥“in sorrow shalt thou
eat of it all the days of thy life: in the sweat of thy
face shalt thon eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground ; for out of it wastthou taken: for dust thou
art, and unto dust shalt thou return? From this, we
learn that Adam was to be in a sorrowing, sweating,
toiling, dying condition, until he returned unto the
ground; 1. e., until he was dead. Thus God not on-
'y donounced the penalty of his law, but actually
mployed the agents for its execution. He arrayed
he clements of heaven and earth agaiust him, and
loomed him to wear out his constitution by toil and
orrow, Then to complete the work, and make the
axscution of the sentence absolutely certain, the Lord
drives him from the garden, aud guards the tree of
lifs by a flaming sword. Mark the language of Je-
hovah: “And now, lest he put forth his hand, and
take also of the tres of life, and eat, and live forever;
therefore, the Lord God sent him forth from the gar-
den of Eden, &c.” He had just partaken of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil; and now, lest he
put forth his hand and take also; (in addition, or
l;kewz'se,? which shows that he had not eaten of the
tres of life. That treo now being guarded, there re-
mains no hope for Adam: he must die.
die. %And all the days that Adam lived were nihe
hundred and thirty years: and he died.” Thus was
'iterally fulfilled the penalty— dying thou shalt die.”
He was in a dying condition nine hundréd and thir-

He did|,

about five thousand years.

2. The condition in which the execution of the
penalty places man; i e. the returding of the man
back to the dust: “For dust thou art, and unto dust
shalt thou return.” The reason here given why man
returns to dust, is, that he was made of dust; “for,
(because,) dust thou art, &e” Compare this with
chap. ii, 7. “And the Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground.” Death being the reverse of
life, resolves man into his original elements; hence
was man composedof any other elements, death would
resolve him back into these elements; but, being com-
posed wholly of earth, or dust, death, as a matter of
cowrse,willreturn him back to dust. David’sdescription
of death harmonizes with this view: “Put not your
trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom
there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he return-
eth to his earth, &ce.” Ps. cxlvi, 8, 4. God made
man of earth, and constituted him a living man, by
giving him breath. In death the order is reversed.
“His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth.”
“Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”
“ For that which befalleth the sons of men, befalleth
beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one
dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one
breath; so that a man hath no pre-eminence above 2
beast; for all is vanity. All go unto one place; all
are of the dust, and all return to dust again.”  eel.
iti, 19, 20. By these plain texts of scriptare, we
learn that death, or the penalty threatened our first
parents, reduces the whole human family to their
original element; L. e, to the dust of the earth.
Man, being unconscious and unintelligent before hie
was created, will as anatural consequence, be in the
same coadition, when resolved into his original ele-
ments; “he will be as though he had not been;” and
without a resurrection from the dead, he would re-
main in that condition to all eternity.

The following objections will be urged against the
views presented in this article.

1. Man is inthe iinage of God. God hasno form;
hence, the image man sustains to God, cannot con-
sist in formj it must, thevefore, consist in nature;
God is immortal; hence, that portion of man’s nature
whieli is in the image of God, must be immortal.

This objection is predicated upon a false prentise;
remove the premise, therefore, and the objection will
be removed. It grows out of the anti-Bible state-
ment, that God has no form. The text quoted to
sustain the objection, is a strong proof text that God
has form, or personality, “And God said, Let us
make man in our image, &e” Gen. i, 26. Here
God proposes to make man in his image; not to
make man, and then put his image into him, or
stamp his image upon him; but to make him in his
image. “And the Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground; [chap. ii, 73] hence, a being
formed of the dust of the ground was in the image
of God. The simplest definition of image, is, form;
hence, man, made of the dust of the ground, was in
the form of God; but for man to be 1 the form of
God, God must have form. That Christ was in
the form of man, al admit; and the Seriptures teach
that he was in the form of God the Father. “Let
this mind be in you which was also in Churist Jesus;
who, being in the form of God, thought it not rob-
bery to be equal with God.” If God has no form,
how can Christ be in the form of God? but that
God has form is evident from the tact, that Christ is
in the form of God. 'With this view, we are prepar-
ed to understand the meaning of Christ's language:
“ He that hath seen e, hath seen the Father”
John xiv, 9. Christ being the form, or representa-
tive, of the Father, by seeing Christ, they saw the
Father. But what of Christ could beseen? Noth-
ing, save his form. The term, image, signifies form
in the following texts: Gen. 1, 263v,3;ix,6; 1 Cor.
xi, 7; James 1y, 9.

2, Man aloue, of all the creatures God created, is
denominated a living soul; therefore, man must pos-
sess a nature which the inferior aniinals do not pos-
sess: this nature we denominate the immortal soul.

This objection, being founded also upon a false
statement, must fail with the statement. The first
time the term living soul occurs in the Bible, it is
applied to évery thing that moves and breathes. See
Gen, , 80. “And to every beast of the edrth, and

to every fowl of the air, and to everylling that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein is living soul,” ses
margin.  Also Rev. xvi, 3. “And the secoud angel
poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as
the blood of a dead man; and every living soul died
in the sea.” It was the man, made of the dust of
the ground, became a living soul, not that God made
aliving soul and putinto him. Compare 1 Cor, xv,
45, 47.

3. Of man alone, it is asserted, that God breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; hence, theie must
be something about man superior to the beasts: that
something we call the deathless Spirit, the breath,
(‘that is, a part) of God.

This, too, is a mistake, equally fatal to the objec-
tion. The same term is applied to every beast, bird,
fish and insect. “And behold T, even I, do bring
a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh,
wherein is the breath of life, &e.” « And they went
in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh,
wherein 1s the breath of life. All in whose nostrils
was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry
land died.” Gen. vi, 17; vil, 15, 22. It was liter-
al air and literal life. Sec Isa. ii, 22; Job xxij, 8;
Leel. ii, 19.

4. How can matter think? Ans. By the power
of God. God can as easily make matter think as
anything else,

5. God decreed, that in the day Adam ate of
the tree of the knowlodze of good and evil, he
should die, He did not die a literal death, for more
than nine huudred years after that day; hence, the
death threatensd must be nnderstood in a spiritual or
figurative sense. Thisdeparture from the literal signi-
fication of the term death, grows out of a supposed
necessity; if, therefore, it canbe shown that no such
necessity exists, the reason for such a departure wil
be removed, The proper renderiug of the Hebrew
terms translated, “thou shalt surely die,” is, “dying
thow shalt die” (See marginof Gen. ii, 17.) This
languace demands two conditions: 1st. A dying
condition: 2d. A dead condition. The first condi-
tion must precede the second. The first commenced
when Adam commenced dying: he commenced dy-
ing in the day that he eat thereof. In that day he
became a mortal, dying, and being continued in the
first condition nine hundred and thirty years; when
he passed into the second condition; and he will
continue in the last condition until the trump shall
sound and the dead be raised. 1. Thess. iv, 16.

(Te be Continued.)
e A
Death=bed ji2epentance.

I have come to the conclusion that it is best to Te
decided, as far as the denunciation of this subject is
concerned.

B can not believe that it is a frequent oceurrence
that one is traly converted at the close of life, for the
for the following reasons;—

1. Tt is contrary to ail the plans of God’s provi-
dence in life. The design of God is to try men for
eternity in this life, and that they mature a character
for eternity. Now if a man who has been tried, and
has matured a wrong character, by a death-bed re-
pentence can slip off so very easily hischaracter and en-
ter heaven it is clear that it contravenesthelaw of God’s
usual providence. Now God does not often break
his own laws; and hence it is clear that men can not
often thus repent, for they are beyond it when about
to go to that world for which their character 1s al-
ready decided.

The Bible tclls us of thousands of conversions and
only one or two who were saved when about to die.
And these (that one or two) were not those who had
often heard the Gospel, but those who, when about to
die, heard and embraced it at once. So Ican not con-
clude that the repentance of those who have often
heard the Gospel is worth a single straw; while Imay
hope that he who never heard a word about repent-
ance and faith in Christ, until on his death bed, may
repent. Now the latter case I may never meet with,
$0 it i# not probable I shall ever witness, or over have
seen a genuine death-bed repentance.

2. Most of the supposed cases of death-bed repent-
ance will not bear scrutiny, for they are not built on
Christ. I have seen what was called sorrow and for-
saking of sin, and resignation; but in ail these cases
it was the forced admission and the compelled guie-
tude which deceived. So of all reference to Christ. it
was apparently beeause they could not deny his name
and be saved, and not the leaping of a pious heart to
one loved #n and ¢f himself. So that from this time
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forth I must deem them all false; while I deny not the
power and truth of a few. very few cascs indeed on
the whole globe since the Christian era.—7"he Old
Parsonage.

“TME_REVIEW AND HERALD

‘Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
e A A A A A A AP
ROCHESTEX THIRD-DAY, SEPT. 26,1854

Pilgrimage of Rev. Justin Edwards, D. D., on
THE SABBATH QUESTION.

Berore us is the “ Sabbath Manual by Rev. Jus-
tin Edwards, D. D, published by the American
Tract Society.”

Mr. Edwards, a learned and popular man, was con-
sidered by the American Tract Society asuitable per-
son to prepare a standard work setting forth the
claims of the (so-called) Christian Sabbath. In this
work we may expect to find all the strength of argu-
ment that can be produeed in favor of the observance
of the first day of the week as the Sabbath for Chris-
tians.

But our object at this time is not so much to show
the unsoundness of the arguments presented to prove
that the first day of the week is the authorized Sab-
bath for Christiaus ; but we wish to notice the wind-
ing pilgrimage of this Doctor of Divinity to his final
arrival to the conclusion that all Christians should
observe the first day of the week as a day of rest
and worship. He undoubtedly starts right, so far
as his work treats upon the time when the Sabbath
was instituted. Ie says:—

“The first great institution established in paradise
for the human race, was that of marriage. This
lays the foundation for families, and for social rela-
tions among men. The second great institution,
established also in paradise for the race, was that of
the Sabbath. This was designed to regulate fami-
lies; to point out the period for labor and the period
fer regt, for the public worship of God, and of special
devotion to spiritual and eternal concerns. So im-
poriant was this arrangement to the glory of God
and to the welfare of men, that with reference to it
God regulated his own conduct in the creation of the
world. He wrought six days—himself. He then

cane out in the face of creation, and rested one day.
" God thus gave to thisarrangement of six days for labor
and one for rest, the sanction of his high and holy ex-
ample. This was the proportion which would, in all
ages, be suited to the nature of men, adapted to their
capacities, and essential to the supply of their wants.
With reference to it, time itself was to be divided, not
into days, or months, or years, merely, or into any
periods measured by the revolutions of the Zarth or
the heavenly bodies, but into weeks—periods of sev-
en days; six for labor, and ene for rest and special
devotion to spiritual things. This division of time,
measared by the conduct and will of God, and by the
capacities and wants of men, was, among those who
s"ould know and do his will, to be as permanent and
as universal as though it wwere measured by the revo-
lutions of the earth or the hecavenly bodies. It was
to be, in all ages and atl countries, a sign of the cove-
nant between God and his people.”—pp. 8, 9.

“ The reason which God gaveon the tables of stone
for keeping the Sabbath, was not a Jewish reason.
It was one which applies alike to all men. ‘For in
six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth.
the sea. and all that in them is.’ But he did not make
them for Jews mevely, or for any partienlar people.
He made them for us, and for all men. As a memo-
rial of that fact, be set apart the Sabbath, kept it,
ia.nctiﬁed and blessed it, for the benefit of uil.” —pp.

5, 16.

#Some contend that the Sabbath was made for the
Jews only. But this is in opposition to the testimo-
ny of the Infallible Witness, the Lord of the Sabbath.
His decision is, [Mark, ii, 27,] ‘The Sabbath was
made for man.’ Man, as used in this connection, and
in other places in the Bible, does not mean Jews on-
ly: it means the human famil 5 as when it is said,
* Man that is born of 2 woman 1s of few days and full
of trouble. He cometh forth as aflower, and s cut
down.’ It does not mean Jews only: it means the
human race. When it is said, * Man lieth down. and
riseth not again till the heavens be no more,” does it
mean Jews only? No. It means man, to whom it
ig appointed once to die. And the Sabbath was made
for man—that man to whom it is appointed once to
die. and after that the judgment.”—pp. 87, 88,

Here Mr. Edwards takes the true position: one of
vital importance to the perpetuity of the Bible Sab-

bath ; for, if the Sabbath was made for man, at cre-
ation, it is neither Jewish wor Christian, but ‘zhe
Sabbath [Rest] of the Lord thy God.”

There is another point of the greatest importance
to the right view of this subject: it is the distinction
between the two kinds of laws, and the two kinds of
Sabbaths. This distinction the Doctor has set forth
in a elear and beautiful manner, in the following
words :—

“ Under the Jewish dispensation were incorporated
two kinds of laws. One was founded on obligations
growing out of the nature of men, and their relations
to God and one another; obligations binding before
they were written, and which will continue to be
binding upon all who shall know them, to the end of
time. Such are the laws which were written by the
finger of God on the tables of stone, and are called mor-
al laws. The other kind, called ceremonial laws, re-
lated to various outward observances, which were not
obligatory till they were commanded, and then were
binding only on the Jews till the death of Christ.

“There were also two kinds of Sabbaths, or days
of rest. One was a day of weekly rest; and the
command to keep it holy was placed by the Law-giv-
er in the midst of the moral laws. It was called, by
way of eminence, ‘Tur Sassatn.’ The command-
ment to keep the other sabbaths was placed by the
Lawgiver among the ceremonial laws because it was
like them, as the command to keep the weekly Sab-
bath was like the laws with which it was associated.
One class were fundamental, permanent, universal
moral laws ; the other class were local, temporary
ceremoninl laws. One had their origin in the na-
ture and relations of man ; the other in the peculiar
circumstances in whieh, for a time, a peculiar people
were placed. One would be binding in all ages, up-
on all who should know them ; and the other would
be biuding only upon the Jews till the death of the
Messiah.”—pp. 133, 134.

That the Jews were required to observe the sev-
enth day of the week, and did observe that day, is
evident. Ex. xx, 8-11; Gen. i, 2, 3; Ex. xvi, 22—
30. That Adam. Abel, Enoch, Lot, Abrabam and
Moses kept the last day of the week, Mr. Edwards
does not express the least doubt. And now to re-
move the weekly Sabbath (made for the entire race,
reaching from creation forward through all time)
from the seventh day, (which God exalted when he
hallowed it in the beginning,) down to the first day
of the week, (which he never hallowed,) is no small
task. To do this the Doctor is obliged to come down
two very diffieult descents; first, make it appear that
the fourth commandment does not require the ob-
servance of “‘ the seventh day,” but a seventh day;
(that is, one day in seven, but no one day in particu-
lar, ) second, that the first day of the week, (the definite
day of Christ’s resurrection,) is that indetinite day !!
Mark well his steps. He says:—

“The primary and essential idea in the numbers
‘six’ and ‘ seven,’ as used in the command, is that of
proportion. It marks the number of days to be de-
voted to secular concerns, compared with those to be
devoted to rest and spiritual duties. ‘Six daysshalt
thou labor ;' and the next day, which of course, reck-
oning from the first working day. is ‘the seventh,’
thou shalt rest and not do any work. Men who call
their first working day the second day of the week,
and who, on the seventh day from that, keep the
Christian Sabbath, do as really comply with the spir-
it and the letter of the fourth commandment, as men
did who of old kept the Jewish Sabbath.”’—p. 91.

With Mr. Edward’s definition of the word Sab-
bath, which all agree is correct, let us compare the
above with the language of the fourth commandment.
On page 88 he says that ** The word SABBATH means
rest”

“ Remember the Sabbath-day [Rest-day] to keep
i holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy
work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath [Rest] of
the Lord thy God; in ¢¢ thou shalt not do any work,
. . for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea and all that in them is, and rested on the
seventh day ; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sab-
bath-day [the Rest-day] and hallowed i¢.” Ex. xx,
8-11.

On what day did God rest. The seventh. What
day did he hallow. The seventh. What day, then,
is the Sabbath, or Rest, of the Lord thy God? The
seventh day, the very day on which the Lord thy
God rested. Whatare we commanded to yemember ?

The day. What are we required to keep holy ? The
day. Inwhatare we forbidden to work 7 In the day.
None can fail to see that the Author of the fourth
commandment requires the observance of the definite
day of the week on which he rested, and which he
sanctified; and not ¢ day. Some indefinite day,
left to man’s choice, would be quite another thing.
Man may choose a day for rest and worship, but, at
the 1most, it is only his sabbath or rest; but the sev-
enth day is the Sabbath, or Rest, of the Lord thy
God; for on that day the Lord God rested.

The Sabbatic institution does not consist in man’s
setting apart either of the seven days of the week he
chooses to a holy use ; but it is based upon the fact
that God blessed the seventh day after he had rested
upon it. And the fourth commandment enjoins the
weekly celebration of Jehovah’s Rest-day.

God did not make the seventh day hely by resting
uponit,but his blessing he bestowed upon theday after
he had rested upon it.  And God blessed the sev-
enth day and sanctified it ; becanse that in it he had
rested.” Gen. ii, 3. If, then, the great God did not
make a day holy by resting upon it, how prepos-
terous for feeble man to talk of making one of the six
common days of labor holy by resting and worship-
ing on that day ! CGod has never left to man the work
of making Sabbaths, or making days holy; but he
requires of the race the weekly celebration of that
day which he made holy at the close of the first week
of time.

But we must leave this point fort he present, to fol-
low the Doctor still further on his pilgrimage. After
asserting that the fourth commandment does not re-
quire the observance of any one particular day of
the week, he then takes the position that it is the
duty of Christians to keep the first day of the week,
the definite day on which Christ arose from the
dead!! He says:—

‘- Ever since He who had power to lay down his
life, showed that he had power to take it ugain, by
bursting the bands of death, and rising triumphant,
leading captivity captive, his disciples have assembled
on thleo((l)ay of his resurrection to worship and adore.”?

R Have they doneright in this? And are men now
doing right in keeping the day of the resurrection of
the Saviour, and the finishing of his atoning woik for
their salvation, as the Christian Sabbath.”—p. 101.

“ The resurrection of the Redeemer, the assembling
of his disciples, the manifestation of himself to them
the approval which he bestows upon themn, the com-
mission which he gives them, the IIoly Glost which
he imparts to them—all give to this day, in the view
of his disciples, a grand peculiarity, and strongly
mark it for their future guidance.”—p. 105.

“1n observing the first day of the week for relig-
ious worship. they followed no cunningly devised fa-
ble, but the known will of their Lord ; and that prac-
tice has been continued in the Christian world trom
that day to this. So general was it, even befure the
death of the apostles, and under therr direction, that
the day, by way of convemience, was called TsE
Lorp’s DAY ; that is, the day especially devoted to
his worship.”

“As the supper which commemorated his death was
called ‘ the Lord’s supper,’ so the day of his resur-
rection, on which they met for his worship, was called
‘the Lord’s day.” And so univerral was the habit
of observing it, that it was, without explanation, ev-
idently understood at that time throughout the
Christian world.

“ Here the apostle John says, ‘I was in the Spirit
on the Lord’s day.” What day that was, all Chris-
tians knew. 1t wastheday of hisresurrection, when
they assembled to worship their Lord.”—pp. 112, 113.

The Doctor has now come down the second descent,
and is seen with the Sabbath established, (if asser-
tions will answer in the place of Bible testimony)
on the defimte first day of the week. But we shall
do well to notice that most of the statements contain-
ed in the above extracts are deceptive, and positively
untrue. The Doctor assumes very many things
which he should prove by plain scripture testinony ;
but, as he has no such testimony at his command, he
uses the words ““ evidently,” and ** doubtless,” to es-
tablish fundamental points in his theory, and passes
on. Such words from a Doctor of Divinity have
much more weight with many narrow-souled sectari-
ans than the word of God, Such can see no flaw in
his arguments,
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Buat let us now look back and. take a view of the
route Mr. Edwards has come. In getting from the:
seventh day of thq week, the old beaten path whi
he acknowledges had been trodden from Adam to|
Christ, more than 4000\years, he takes the position
that God bas never required the observance of any
one day of the week, but only one day- in seven,
And then in framing his theology to suit the custom
of the age, he takes the ground that God requires the
observance of the definite first day of the week.
How unfortunate for these men whe take upon them--
gelves the task of showing a change in' the Sabbath
that God bas never revealed such a change, and that
they are left to’ take so rugged and exceeding crooked
route in getting from the seventh day. of the week to
the first. . Or, rather, how unfortunate for them that,
instead of cheerfully submitting to the cldims of the
fourth commandment, in their zeal to maintain an
institution of Papacy they mangle the word of God,
and expose their own folly, This may be considered
gtrong language ; but let us see if the nature of the
case will not justify it. "What is Mr. Edwards’ real
position?  Summed up in few words it is this:—

The fourth commandment does not enjoin the ob«
gervance of the seventh day of the 'week. It requires
the observance of one .day in seven, but no day in

particular. ‘And the -Sabbath has been changed to1

the first day of the week.

But, what has the Sabbath.been changed from ?
Why. from one day in seven, but no partioular day ! 1!
And what is the Sabbath changed f6? It has been
changed, aceording to the learned Mr. Edwards, to
one day in seven, and no day in particular{!! But
this amounts to no change at all. And what is still
more wonderful Mr. Edwards makes this no day in
particular, whlcn the Sabbath bas been changed to,
to be the definite first day of the week!!

" 86 that the Sabbath has been changed from one
day in seven and no day in particular, to another
day in“seven and no day in particular; and that no
day in partieulsr is the identical first day of the
week !

(T be Continued.)

WHO CHANGED THE LAWS OF THE
MOST HIGH ?

In Dan. vii, 20-25, is a prophecy of a blasphe-
mous power that should arise npon earth, a most dis-
tinguished enemy of the Most High. That God’s
people might not be seduced by him, the works which
he was to perform are pointed out; viz., He shall
gpeak great words against the Most High, and shall
wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to
change times and laws.

It is evident that the laws spoken of are the laws of
the Most High ; for his whole work is to oppose God.
The changing of human laws would not be noted as
s distingnishing characteristic of the man of sin, No:
his distinguishing acts are against God and his saints,
his times and his laws.

By thus forewarning us that the man of sin would
think to change the laws of God, to my mind, the
Lord pledges himself thot ke will never change them ;
for, supposing that He knew that he would change
his own laws at the beginning of the gospel dispen-
sation, some 500 years before the rise of the little
horn, the declaration that this horn should think to
chango them, would leave honest souls to be deceived,
and to attribl'*te God’s own work to the enemy. He
does not decéxve his children; but he gave this
as & sign by which we might distinguish that wick-
ed power. Therefore we are safe in saying. that the
Most High stands pledged that he willnot change the
laws in question ; s0 that when the prophecy is ful-
filled, all can say, without fear, apnd with the utmost
assurance, ** An enemy hath done thijs.”

If none have taught a change in the laws of God,
from the days of Daniel to the present time, we must
conclude that this prophecy is not yet fulfilled ; but
a power did arise more than 1200 years ago. thaf ful-
filled the main points in the prophecy. -The great
words against: God have been spoken, the saints have
been worn ont for many centuries, and there .can be
no resgonable doubtthat the Papucy i the little hora,

That the Papacy fulfilled this prediction is admit-
ted. That the law of God has beenchanged, in some
way, is also admitted ; whether it is done by abolish-
ing the whole, and re-enacting a part, or by changiug
a few words of -one comimandment, the ehange is ad-
mitted. - But as absurd and astonishing as it may ap-
pear, it is claimed that Jesus Christ made the ehange
500 years before the Papacy was developed; thus
making Christ fulfill the work of Antichrist! And
while the Papal church elaims that she made the
changé by her own authority, Protestants deny this
claim, and stamp this distinguishing mark of the
blasphemous little horn, upon our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ'! Whieh is the most blasphempous as-
sertion? It would seem that the days of Papal blas-
phemry are past, and that Protestants can now speak
words which are too great for Papists to utter,

Do we know that the little horn power has aris-
en? Yes. How? Because, among other things,
it should think to change times and laws ; and it is
commonly reported that the law of God has been
changed. But how do you know that Christ did not
make the ehange ? Because that work was assigned
to the little horn. and was a foretold sign by which
to distinguish that power when it should arise. Now
suppose that Daniel had lived till the first advent,
and had seen Jesus attempting to change the exist-
ing moral code of tbe Most High ; who could condemn
him, had he said, This is indeed the little horn !

But our blessed Lord did no such work. Hecame
not to subvert his Father's law but to ratify-it.

R. F. CorrrELL.

God’s Purpose in Creating Man.

I was conversing with a mana few days sinee, who
sometimes expresses doubts as to the truth of the
Bible, ou the subject of spirit manifestations. I re-
marked to him that I thought it was the work of
the Devil. He said he did not believe that the Dev-
il was stronger than God himself. - Spiritnalism was
producing a much greater influence all through the
land than any religious excitement; he did not be-
lieve the Devil could control the majority here, and
they suffer with him for ever, which would be the
same as serving him for ever. If this was the final
destiny of man, God, who could but foresee all
thingg, could neither be wise nor good in ereating
him. I then szid to him, We will reason togetber of
this matter. God was infinitely holy and happy and
it would be benevolent and good in him to make a
being capable of enjoying this blessedness. This
goodness was manifest in ereating man in his own
image, capable of knowing and holding communion
with his God. But being a ereated, dependent being,
jt was reasonable that he should be under the gov-
ernment of his Maker; therefore he gave him his
law which embraced all his will concerning him.
Law given to a being possessing liberty and intelli-
gence, implies power to obey or disobey. To his ex-
istence therefore is attached probation ; and this im-
plies a day of settling accounts, or a day of judg-
ment.

As law is of no force or avail without penalty,
therefore the all-wise Governor of man_has said that
the effects of transgression shall be death: “In
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die.” By the overflowing of his goodness, God has
manifested his merey in giving his Son to pay this
debt ; therefore the Son of God dies upon the cross.
Havmg become the property of Christ by the pur-
chase of his blood, we must hear him. He points us
to the law to learn our duty, and has taught us to
look to him for grace to do it. This presents our
Saviour as our atoning High Priest; for throngh his
blood we have pardon and become reconeiled to God.
The world being under tbe gurse, or feeling the effects
of transgression, there is & necessity of bringing in
another order and better state of things; therefore
we have not only the resurrection of Christ, but also
his ascension to the heavenly Sanctuary, where now
he inakes intercession for us, He being the first
fruits from the grave, the next in the'order of events;

is to Lring all that sleep in Jesus, from the tomb,
that they may have immortality and eternal blessed-
ness. As temporal death is not the penalty for indi-
vidual transgression, and theeffects of sin and amount
of individual guilt cannot be fully seen in this life,
therefore the unrighteous must have a resurrection.
Now they can see the effects of all their ungodly
deeds, and their trampling under foot the blood of
the Son of God. The glories of Paradise they have
lost ; and the second death is now before them.
With the Devil still deceiving them, they would,
with their hatred to God and his people, compass the
camp of the saints and the beloved city. But they
see their efforts vain: utter despairand anguish takes
hold on"them: they now begin to feel the pains of
the second death—no hope beyond this! Now they
know what is meant by the worm that dieth not,
and the fire that shall not be quenched. Their last
hope perishes; for fire from God out of heaven de-
vours them. The Devil, and all that serve him,
death and hell, are cdst into the lake of fire. This is
the second death. The Devil and all his works bave
an entire destruction. The curse is now removed
from the earth, and God has a clean universe and a
race of intelligent beings forever to praise and gleri-
fy him ; which he would not have had, had he not
bave made man. The power of liberty which man
possessed has been employed in obedience to the di-
vine command; and now he knows what is con-
tained in the precious promise, * Blessed are they
that do -his commandments.” They have right te
the tree of life and enter in through the gates into
the city. Therefore it cannot be said that it is not
wise and good for God to make man, though many

“twalk the road to death. May we choose life.

Joun BYINGTON.

Buck's Bridge, N. Y., Sept. 6th, 1854.

——————
Tent Meeting at Saline, Mickh.

THis meeting though commenced under very unfa-
vorable circumstances, elosed triumphantly. - We
pitehed our tent on sixth-day, and in the P. M, a
sudden gale arose and the wind blew with such vio-
lence as to tear down the tent, breaking the center
pole and several hooks and ropes, in consequence of
which we were obliged to meet on the Sabbath in the
village school-house, After the Sabbath was past
(we re-pitched our tent and held meetings in it on
First-day and each evening -through the week, and
over the following Sabbath and Fxrst day. The inter-
est continued to increase from the beginning. We
sold $18,00 worth of books during the meeting. Ma-
ny acknowledged our pesitions correct, and some said
they must keep the Sabbath. The amount of good
accomplished at this meeting remains to be seen here-
after? In this place as in every other where.we bave
held meetings this season with the tent, the testimo-
ny has produged a general searching of the Scriptures ;
but as it was anciently, although many believe yet
but few will confess the truth, because of the cross!
Brn. Edmonds and Moore, residing one four and the
other about five mites from thejvillage, were the only
ones to bear the burden of the meeting. They dis-
missed their business and were untiring in their ef-
forts to get the light before their neighbors and
friends. We hope they may yet see mueh fruit as
the result of their labors of love eveu though it
should not be until “after many days.”

M. E. CorNELL,
J. N, LoUuGHBOROUGH.

AN EXTRACT.

Mg, Waite :—Feeling a deep interest in the Ad-
vent movement, I take the liberty to send you an
extract of a letter whieh I recently addressed to a
foreign missionary Friend, to whoem I freely ex-
pressed my views of the Advent people. Ifyou think
my views are correct, and such as would be profita-
ble to the readers of your paper. they are at your dis-
posal. Mrs. A. C. Bascock.

Deak Frienp :—I would that I could tell you

what I have recently heard of the word of God, whish
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I have often read, but never understood in its true
light, aye, and felt its power: I think it would do
you good. I firmly believe that the Sabbath-keep-
ing Adventists are the people of God: a people that
God has raised up in these latter days to prepare the
world for its final doom. They are, as a people, selected
from the haunts of poverty ; and as the apostles were
called from their fishing-nets or other employments,
so many of these leave their secular avocations and
go forth boldly and fearlessly in the defense of truth.
They are unlearned ; that is, untaught, in our insti-
tutions of learning ; but they present the truths of
the Bible in a clearer, more systematical, beautiful
and perfect light, than any other people that I ever
heard. They flee to no Doctors of Divinity, they
consult no ancient Fathers, to sustain their positions
or support their sentiments; but simply read the
Bible in its plain, obvious, and much of it in its lit-
eral sense, comparing scripture with scripture, and
using one parable or prophetic writing to explain an-
other. In reading it thus, it becomes®a perfect lamp,
to guide us through this erring world.

It is truly astonishing how the Bible has been mys-
tified, spiritualized and perverted! Passages which
had always looked dark, and which T never expected
to understand, now seem as familiar as the alphabet.

They clear away the mists of error and Papacy,
and present the pearl of truth, in its true beauty and
dignity. How precious the volume of inspiration
thus appears ! When rightly understood, it answers
its very purport of being a revelation from God, a
transcript of the divine will. I thought I loved the
Bible before I heard them preach ; but I now prize
it as I never prized it before.

I fancied that I loved and honored the Sabbath
commandment, (having been taught from a child that
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord,) but in
hearing it preached under the sound of the third an-
gel's message, which they testify is the last mnessage
of mercy to this sinful world, I discovered a lustre
and glory encircling this truth, that I never saw be-
fore. They manifest a zeal which I trust is accord-
ing to knowledge in their self-sacrificing and untiring
efforts to win souls to Christ. Through their exer-
tions, how speedily is the truth cutting its mighty
way through the earth, ringing in the ears, and re-
verberating through the hearts and nerves of the mul-
titudes, who are obeying the institutions of Papacy,
and rejecting the fourth commandment.

Fearful indeed will be the doom of that people who
still persist in a sinful course, after a full conviction
of their disobedience. Says Paul, [Heb. x, 26, 27,]
“ For if we sin willfully after that we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins. but a certain fearful looking for of
Judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour
the adversaries.” Heavily will the wrath of an
avenging God fall on those who knew the truth, and
would not obey it. '

Harmless and inoffensive as this people are, I have
wondered at the opposition which they constantly
meet. Like the people of God in ancient time, they
are scorned, despised, ridiculed and hated, not only
by the world, but by almost every other denomina-
tion of professed Christians, They bear insult and
opposition with all patience and meeckness, sustained
by the cheering hope that the Saviour in whom they
trust, will soon appear in the clouds of heaven, to
deliver them from earth’s trials, and conduct them
through the gates into the great City of God—the
New Jerusalem.

You weep over the idolatrous customns and prac-
tices of an heathen nation; but I feel that we have
greater reason to mourn over the condition of gospel-
wise and gospcl-hardened sinmers; for how much
more tolerable will their judgment be, than those
who sin against light and truth, Could you see the
condition of this people as I now view it, methinks
you would join me in the wail of grief, over this sin-
ful, this hypocritical, this oppressive, though boasted
Republican Nation. But the day of retribution is
hastening on. The cries of the oppressed are enter-
ing into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, and he
will speedily avenge their wroungs. A.C.B.

Miiton, Rock Co., Wis., Sept. 15¢h, 1854.
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THE REVIEW AND HERALD.
THE AGED PILGRIM.
I mer an aged pilgrim on the way,
Who bewed beneath the heavy weight of years;
But yet on whose frail tencment of clay,
Were lightly traced their eares and toils and fears.

Think not life’s common ills did not befall ;

For light and shade its varied textures show :
Think not that he, unlike the ot of all,

Could drain its cup, unmixed with dregs of woe.

With righteous thoughts and deeds each day was rife,
That paved with peace the rugged path he trod,

In humble mien, apart from scenes of strife—
The way that leads to glory and to God,

Desires, above his needs. wero all denied.
His will, subdued. to Ileaven’s decrees resigned ;
Nor wished for more than this—to be supplied
With what a gracious Providence designed.

In faith his prayers aseended to the throne,

That blessings, as were best, he might receive;
And filled with gratitude for merciesshown,

His thanks liko incense rose, at morn and eve.

The glow of feelings true, bis visage wore,
Which only overflow the soul sincere.

To Want'gave frecly of his ample store,
To Sorrow’s voice, the sympnthetic tear.

His words, with meaning fraught, were just and kingd,
That cheered the listening ear, in accents mild.

Of knowledge pure, of lofty aim in mind,
In heart as meek and lowly as 4 child.

He sought not for applause, or earth’s renown,
Nor yet to bask in pleasure’s smiling ray ;

Bat still, undaunted, dared the world’s cold frown,
For joy it could not give nor take away.

This honor most he craved : his name enrolled
On the immortal list, inseribed above,
With prophets, martyrs, holy men of vld,
Who to their Master proved their deathless love.

The Hope and Truth that burned within his breast,
Sweet consolation to bis spirits bring ;

Though weary here, there yet remains a rest,
Though now a captive, soon he’ll be a king.

This lesson, deep, experience had taught,
T decmed of priceless worth, if understood :
For wisdom it contained, for bliss it hrought,—
Content with life, and living to do good.

A R.S.

SELECTIONS.

I N N A VN A

A Soul Forsaken of God.

Ir the soul be forsaken of God—if the Holy Spirit.
by whose power aloue the heart can be renewed, take
his departure—how utterly hopeless is his condition!
1t stands as a monument of Divine wrath. to whom
the Lord says, as he did of the accursed fig-tice,
“ Let no fruit grow thereon forever”” Already its
doom is tixed beyond change, and its everlasting ru-
in as certain as thongh it were shut up in the pris-
on of despair. What! is there no efficacy in the
biood of Jesus? Ah! his atoning sacrifice has
been rejected. Is there nopowerin the graee of God ?
That grace has been despised. Is there no love in
the heart of God ? His love and patience have been
s0 long slighted and abused, that the very heart
which once melted with pity is now insensible to the
sinner’s guilty state. Will no cries for mercy reach
his ear? Ah? time was when he said, “I love
them who Jove me, and those who scek me carly
shall find me ;” but now he is regardless of the sin-
per’s prayer, and thongh from the borders of the
grave he lift his agonizing ery to heaven, the Lord
replies. ¥ Becausc 1 called,and ye refused ; I stretched
out mine arm, and no man regarded; I also will
laugh at your calamity ; I will mock when your
fear cometh, Then shall they eall upon me, Lut I
will not answer ; they shall seek me early but they
shall not find me.”

Dear reader, what an affecting appeal does this sub-
ject male to your heart, urging you to immediate re-
pentance! I might enforce this obligation by a con-
sideration of approaching death. But snppose God
should spare your life for many years, is there not
danger that you may grieve away the Holy Spirit,
and exhaust the forbearance and patience of God ?
Reflect how long he has been calling you by the aw-
ful threatenings of his law, and the mild accents of
the gospel. You bave grown up amid the privileges
of a Christian land, and truth has been addressed to
you in every varicty of form. God has showered up-
on you many blessings, that your gratitude might
be awskened and his goodness lead you to repent-
ance ; and occasionally pcrhaps. he has afflicted you,
that in the experience of earth’s vanity you might
seek heaven’s bliss. He has visited you by his Spir-
it.  You have heard the Holy Spirit knocking at
the door of your heart. At the grave of a friend,
on a sick-bed, or under an impressive discourse, you
have felt his secret inflyence, and bave been almost

persuaded to be a christian.  And yet, after all, vou
remain impenitent and far from God. Oh'! would it
be surprising il even a long suiflering and compas-
sionate Giod should be wearied and provoked to an-
ger by such treatment, and should leave you in total
obduracy 2 Then your case would be desperate, and
nothing could produce sincere repentance. At the
prospect of death you might be alarmed, and wring-
ing your hands in anguish, you might cry for mer-
¢y ; but such fear would be only the forebodings of
eternal death and God will have forgotten to be
gracious. You might be overwhelmed with alarm
and terror, but, like Lsau, who sold his birthright,
find no place for repentance, though you sought it
carefully with tears. o

Be cautious, lest, by the too oft repeated rejection
of the proffers of love, your heart become callous and
indifferent under the most mclting exhibitions of
truth ; lest the blessed Spirit of God. ofiended at the
ungrateful requital required at your hands, should go
away forever, and your life be continued only to glo-
rify the power and justice of an insuited and m-
censed God, by adding sin unto sin, and treasuring
up wrath against the day of wrath.

e ———
SPIRIT-RAPISM, alias PAGANISI,

To define the terms at the head of this article. e
mean by “ Spirit-rapism” the religions belicl of those
who profess to reccive revelations from depar ted «pir-
its. accompanicd by audihle sounds. moving of furni-
ture &e., which is called by its advocates, Spiritual-
ism. As this Jast term does not specily anything that
is peculiar to that form of religious beliefl we adopt
as more expressive that at the head of thix article,
Nor by “ Daganism’® do we mean anything contempt-
uous, or different from the refined iy thology of -
tellectual Greece and Rome.

We do not prapose to go into any labored compur-
ison of these two systems at the present time; but
simply to express our convictions. from all we have
been able to learn of them, that the two are essen-
tially identical—hoth in the oljects of their worship,
and the tenets of their faith.

In the early history of the Chinrch. Paganism was
the great antagonism of Chintanity. ax Inndeiity
has been of later years; hut now, strange asat yuay
seems  that which Christianity met avd defeated. s
being propagated as Christianity by multitudes of 1ts
advocates. And those whio have hecoutne convineed of
the dactrine of a future state. by the phenomena of
spirit-rapism. have been prockomed as converts to
Christianity by it—such a resuit being hailed as evi-
dence of its divine origin.

A beliefin a futnre state. ikhowever no prenliarity
of Christianity,—it being alike believed by Christians
and Pagans.

The Ezy ptians represcnted the sonlas brought. after
death, into the presence ol its judge. attended by ac-
cusing and approving spirits.  The Greek wmythoiogy,
which was likewise adopted by their imitators m ev-
erything, the Rumans, carried the soul seross the riv-
er Styx, in the boat of Charon, to the bar of three
righteous judges, under whose award it passed to an
appropriate abode, according to its works on carth,—
those

# Who suflfered wounds
In fighting for their conntry s canse 3 and priests
Who kept their souls unspotied whilst thetr bives
Endured ; aud pious bards who warbled stiains
In honor to Apollo: those who polished
Life by invented arts ; and such ax made
Their memorics dear to otliers by the deeds
Of goodness,”
were admitted to

“The realms of joy,

Delightful haunts of pever-faing green,
The blessed seats in groves of happiness,
Where ether more ditfusive, robes the fichls
In purple glory.”

Here they gave themselves up to the more rational
pleasures of our nature, following at the sanie time,
such paths to hiappiness, and sucl oceapations, as Lad
been dear to them in life. But the wicked were cast
down into hell,—a place inhabited by care sorrov,
disease, want, fear, hunger, toil, &c,, and in which

* An hundred tongues,
An hundred months, and speech by iron lungs
Inspired, could not enumerate the names
Of all their punishments.”

The Scandinavians tadught that the brave werc to
reve] forever in the halls of Valhalla, and dvink inead
offered them by maidens, from the skulls of their en-
emies. Some of the Pagan Arabs said, thnt of the
blood near the brain a bird was formed, which once
in a century visited thesepuichre, and others believed
a resurrection, The first natives of this continent
seen by the Spaniards, taught that the souls of good
men went to a pleasant valley, where all kinds of

fruit were abundant; and that the dead walked
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abroad in the aight and feasted with the liveam
Chariévorx #ays. that the Indians paid a great regard
to dreams, as emibracing an intercourse with spirits.
They rmaguied a paradize in the west. a land where
nature glowed with an internal sunset.—1The Mexk
cans supposed tiiree places for the departed : the house
of sun, for such as fell in battle, or dicd captives. and
women who perished, in childhood ; the place of the
god of water for the drowned, for children, and for
those who died of dropsy, tumors, and similar diseas-
es, or of accidentn] wounds; and the place of dark-
ness, in the center of the earth. The Patagonians,
in mentioning the dead, call them those who are with
God, and out of the world, The T'ongo people suppose
the souls of their dead to be 1n a delightful island of
shadows. The Yucatanese represent the abode of the
good as a pleasant land of plenty, under the shade of
a mighty tree. The Chickasawe believe that the sonls
of red men walked up and down near the place where
they died, or were luid ; and said they often heard
cries and noises where prisoners had been burned.
The 1ndians of Cumana supposed ccho to be the voiec
of the departed. It isa coramon belief of the Indians
of America, that the spirits of the slain haunted their
tribe till they were avenged.

To convince an infidel merely of a future exist-

ence, is to do very little towards making a Christian

of him. Christianity is the way of salvation effected
by the deatl and resurrection of Christ, faith in him.
Ad. Herald.

COMMUNICATIONS.
From Bro- Simons.

Dear Bro. Wmre:—I almost wonder sometimes
that all that hear do not believe and understand pres-
ent truth, the third angel’s message, the light is so
clesr. But then I remember the great cloud that
was let down between the Hebrews and the Egyp-
tians, It was light to Israel but darkness to their
enemics. Can it be presumecd that a people with
such a light as & literal cloud by day, and a pillar of
fire by night, should ever distrust the power and
goodness of God, to preserve and protect them wher-
ever they might be called to go? But as they ap-
proached the Jand, (Canaan,) ten out of twelve cho-
sen from among them, quailed before their foes !

How similar is the Advent movement since 1844 !
‘What a light the word of God affords to-day to him
that reads carefully and prayerfully, and searches it
as for hidden treasure. Truthfully has it been said,
that then the kingdom of heaven should be liken~
ed unto ten virgins. Who that looks over the past
can fail to make the application and also perceive
our whereabouts. )

Again, when Moses told the children of Tsrael that
their earcasses should fall in the wilderness, they
were impulsed to go up; but Moses told them that
God was not with them, and the trath of his word
was soon after confirmed to them; for they were
overcome as he told them they would be. How il-
lustrative is the New-Time theory, of the move that
Israel then made. How certain itis tha: God is not
with them, while they regard his commandments no
more than the worldling. Hand inhand they are
agreed in hiding, as the Lord hath said, their eyes
from my Swbbaths, and I am profaned among them.
Eze. xxii, 26. They seem to be unmindful of Jan.es’
view of pure religion and undefiled before God and
the Father—to visit the fatierless and widows in
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from
the world. James i, 27. May we not justly re-
mind them of what the Prophet hath said, Isa. xxiv,
5. “The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants
thereof, because they have transgressed the laws,
changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting cove-
nant,” Who will say that the curse will not de-
vour the earth, though this prophecy be as destruc-
tive to the temporal millennium theory, as 1 Cor.
xv. 53. and 1 Tim. vi. 16, are to the immortality of
man, which the Spirit Rappings are so nnanimous in
helping the nominal churches to sustain. )

I believe the commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus to comprise the substance or essence of both
the 014 and New Testaments. They that read most
in the word of God. and practice and believe what
they read. are found looking into and embracing the
third angel’s message: a sure evidence of presen
truth, That it is a time to bind up the testimony
and secal the law among the disciples is certain.
remnant are found having the testimony of Jesus
and keeping the commandments of God. Rev. xii,
17. There s one truth as yet seemt to be shrouded
in mist by nominal Adventists and even by some
that are in the third angel’s message with us: it is
the closing of the ministration of Christ. The Jews
overlooked his hnmiliation and likewise his ministra-
“tion or priest-hood, and rested their eyes upon him
when he is to be King of kirgs and Lord of lords,

\in the faith.

The

possessing the kingdom under the whofe heavens:
not being aware of the dispensation of mercy that
should come alike to all pations and imfervene be-
tween the News of Good Tidings of Great Joy and the
bringing of life and immortality to light through his
death, and the time when he shall rule the nations
with a rod of iron. But as we near the shore, objects
that once appeared in the distance appear distinctly.
Let us take the view of Paul [Heb. viii,] that the
earthly ministration does shadow forth the heavenly.
Let us compare them : the earthly high priest, with
a lamb, madc offerings to God ; so Christ, the Lamb
of God, [John i, 29 | gave himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time. 1 Tim.ii. 6; Gal. i, 4;
also Heb. i1, 17, thus being our High Priest in things
pertaining to God, he will testify for us in due time
while there is probation. But when they shall de-
sire to sce one of the days of the Son of man and
shall not se2 it, [ Luke xvii, 22.] or when there is no
high priest or intercessor, [Isa. lix, 19,] we conclude
that he has put off his priestly garments in exchange
for his garments of vengeanceand will then suddenly
appear in the clouds of heaven to receive us to him-
self, that where he is there we may be also.

Again, Paal says in Heb. ix, 27, 28, ““And as it is
appointed unto man once to die but after this the
Jjudgment, so Christ was once offered to bear the sins
of many and unto them that look for him shall he
appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”
I think these two verses contain more than the casual
reader is aware of ; for if the earthly high priest did
bear the sins of literal Israel, as was manifest by the
breast plate of rightcousness, until the most holy was
cleansed which was at the end of the year, and then
came out and confessed the sins over the head of
the seape-goat, which answers in the type to Azazel,
the originator of sin will not our High Priest like-
wise finish his ministration even in the Most Holy
before he exchanges his priestly garments for those
of vengeance? Most certainly. Then let us see to
it that we make our calling and election sure.

H. B. Sirons.

West Hartford, Vt., Sept. 1st, 1854.

From Bro, Daniels.

Dear Bro. WaiTe :—The little church in Spring-
field are standing fast in the third angel’s message.
Bro. Wait and his companion have been added to the
church within a short time. The church in Brook-
field are passing through trial, but seem to be strong
I hope they will remember that the tri-
al of their faith is more precious than gold. So it is
with all the saints. Trials await us; but Jesus has
said, Be of good cheer, I have overcome the worid.
O then by faith in him we shall overcome. He is
faithful who has promised, who also will doit. Soon
the victory will be won. The conflict is a short one,
but sharp. Jesus will soon come from the wedding,
and then he will give to every man according as his
work shall be.

Christ will soon come. Men’s hearts are failing
them for fear of what is coming on the earth. They
themselves are prophesying of famine, sword, and
distraction. The time of trouble is truly at hand.
Then let us not sleep as do others, but let us watch
and be sober. The days of visitation are come. Is-
rael shall know it. Hos, ix, 7.

Yours in gospel love, looking for Jesus to come
again. DexTer DANIELS.

New Boston, Sept., 1854.

From Sister Priors

DeAR Bro. WarTE :—I cannot express how thank-
ful T am to you for sending the Review, not knowing
that you would ever receive anything for it. 0, Ido
thank our kind Father, and dear Saviour, for their
kindness to us, poor worms of the dust. O, how un-
worthy I am, that he should have thoughts of good
concerning me ; and make my heart glad with his
Spirit’s presence. I will praise the Lord for letting
me see his Sabbath, and helping me to keep all his
commandments. I feel lonely when Sabbath comes.
but the hours are precious. I wonld not be deprived
of them. I will not murmur, for I am not the only
one that is alone.

T have good neighbors here, with whom I have
conversed about the Sabbath, and I have not met
with but two (and they say that they are satisfied with
the one that they keep) but that will acknowledge
that they have no authority for keeping Sunday,
from the Bible.

I want to overcome every evil propensity, and ev-
ery thing that is wrong, Pray for me, I want to
have on the wedding garment when my Saviour
cotnes.

Yours in hope,

Scovtlle, Medina Co , O.

From Sistar Ayres,
DEAR BrRo, WHiTE :—We are still striving to walk
in that strait and narrow path, which leads to the

L. Prior.

Glorious City and Mount Zion. We do not feel
like giving up. though we meet with trials and scem-
ing difficulties , but the Lord has always delivered
us thus far.-and praise his holy name, he hag ¢aid
that he will deliver those who put their trustin him;
and our whole trust is in the strong arm of the God
of Jacob. We have no other arm to lean upon. We
have no one to unite with us and pray, Lord Jesus,
come quickly. O Ilong to find one who ardently
longs for the coming of the Holy and Just One,

I do believe that he is near. Signs have taken
place, after which we are told to lift up our heads
and look up ; for our redemption draweth nigh.

Your sister, striving to overcome,
CoRrNBLIA AYRES.
Shiloh, N. J., Sept., 1854.

From Sister Pierce.

Dear Bro. Waire:—It is my delight to read the
communications from my brethren and sisters scat-
tered over the wide field. I rejoice to know that we
are all of one mind ; we are all striving to serve one
God, and all traveling to one place ; that is, the New
Jerusalem, I believe that the time is short that we
have to stay here, and then if we are ready, waiting
and watching for the Bridegroom, we shall meet our
Lord in peace.

Although & small number, here in Allegany. per-
secution will reach us; but Christ has said, © Bless-
ed are ye when men shall reyile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you
falsely for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad ;
for great is your reward m heaven ; for so persecuted
they the prophets which were before you.” Now if
the prophets were persecuted and despised, and Christ
Luffeted and slain, can we expect any thing better ?
I feel willing to walk in the path he has marked out
for me. He trod the wine-press alone,

I believe that we are under the third angel’s mes-
sage, and that the time of trouble is near, May the
Loré help us to stand fast as good soldiers, and not
give up till our Lord shall descend from heaven on
the white cloud, with all his angels, to gather the true
believers who are keeping the commandments of God
our Father, and the faith of Jesus. May the Lord
help us to be faithful a little longer, and we shall be
done with our troubles here.

Yours in hope, striving for the kingdom.
SARAH M. PiErcE.
Allegany, Potter Co., Pa., Sept. 3d, 1854.

From Sister Gibson.

Dear Bro. Waite :—I take the present opportu-
nity of writing you a few lines to inform you of my
present circumstances and of my very sore trial and.
bereavement, in the loss of my dear husband who de-
parted this life on the 23d of July last. Surely it
has been a source of much grief; but thanks and
praise be to God, that although we do sorrow, it is
not like those who have no hope; for I do know
that the Lord Jesus will soon come aggin; and also
that those who sleep in Jesus will God bring with
him. What a blessed promise ! what a glorious hope!
Pray for me dear brother. that my faith fail not, and
that I may be preserved blameless unto the appear-
ing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

For many days previous to his death, my husband
was more than usual in the constant habit of secret
prayer. For many years he lived a consistent chris-
tian. He endeavored to make the blessed Bible his
only rule of faith and practice. During the hours of
hig affliction (which were about ten) his mind was en-
tirely taken up in prayer, exhortation, &c., and that
I should remember to keep holy the Sabbath-day ;
which I have, and still feel determined to do through
grace.

Your afflicted and bereaved sister,
ELizaBETH,
Wife of the late
Perer Gisson.
London, C. W., Sept. 10th, 1854,

From Bro. Paine.

DeLovep Bro. WmiTeE:—We are yet loving the
present truth. and with glad hearts hail its weckly
arrivals through the medium of the Review, in which
from many of the dear saints, we are enfertained with
matter of cheering intelligence and scriptural worth.
We are almost inclined to <pvy those who enjoy the
privilege of meeting together with the remnant on
the Sabbath. We have long been praying and try-
ing to be so situated as to enjoy those pricelcss priv-
ileges, but hinderance yet remains.

Truly we are living in  perilous times.” Goq is
dishonored. His Jaw and commandments arc disre-
garded by those who make high profession of piety,
and believe that the Lord will come this year. One
of this class, who stood well in 1844, has recently
been visiting us. But O the sad change! We pre-
sented Bible truth relative to the present existence
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of the law and the commandments of God. and se-
lected Paul’s unanswerable testimony of the force and
existence of the law and commandments in his day,
and consequently, in all coming time; and also the
plain testimony of James. And then in order to
place the key stone in the mighty arch of Bible truth,
presented the truthful sayings of our soon coming
Lord, by whose word every wicked mouth will be
stopped, and become guilty before God. But to our
surprise, the person alluded to, would not admit of
any law and commandments binding on man, this
side of the crucifixion, except the law and command-
ments of Christ. This course of dishonoring God,
in taking away from his Book of Prophecy, these
all-absorbing truths, in which the whole plan of sal-
vation is connected, is truly astonishing. If this
case is a sample of the New-Timeists, we are led to
cry, “ How are the mighty fallen!” And all this la-
borious effort in order to get rid of the fourth com-
mandment. “If the foundation be destroyed, what
shall the righteous do.” Thanks be ascribed to the
Lord forever, we have no fears for the safety of our
position. Earth’sand hell’s votaries combined against
God’s truth, will be like beating the air, We have
abundant evidence that the Devil goes at large yet.
Praying that success may continue to attend the
third angel’s message, I remain yours, loving God
and all his truth, LuTsER PaINe.
Ware, Mass.

From Bro. Warren.

Dear Bro. WHITE :—Just one year has elapsed
since I commenced keeping God’s holy Sabbath. I
shall long remember the third of Sept., 1853, It was
the first Sabbath I had ever kept in my whole life.
O how sweet have been the Sahbaths of the past year.
How unlike the Sundays of years gone by !

The first little messenger that called my mind to
an investigation of the Sabbath question, was a = Re-
futation of the Claims of Sunday-keeping to Divine
Authority.” I have sought most diligently during
the year past for one single passage that would prove
that the first day of the week is, or ever has been.
observed as the Sabbath, or a Bible institution; but
my search for such a passage in God’s holy book, has
been in vain, The more 1 have scarched, the mare I
have become convinced that the Sabbatli of G euesis,
which was a sanctified day, and the Sabbath of Iix-
odus which was a rest-day,and the Sabbath of Levit-
cus which was an holy convocation, and the Sabbath
of our Saviour’s day, and the Apostolic age. and the
Lord’s day of Revelation. are all one and the same
thing.

The Sabbath has but one meaning the world over.
1t is very plain and clear from the first of Genesis to
the end of Revelation, that there is but one Sabbath
of the Lord, and that is the seventh day, And yet
why wilt not men keep it who profess to take the Bi-
ble as their only rule of faith and practice. Iam
certainly driven to the conclusion that the traditions
and opinions of corrupt men in past ages, have more
weight upon their minds than all that the God of the
Sabbath hassaid, I ask, if the Sabbath has, in any
age of the world, been changed from the seventh to
the first day of the week by divine autliority, how it
is that our learned doctors of divinity are not able to
prove it? They are learned, their minds are stored
with knowledge ; they have books on books, in their
libraries——why is it that with all their store of knowl-
edge, their learning and their talent, they fail to prove
in one single instance that any such change has ever
been made by divine or apostolie authority 2 The
truth is, according to Mark xiii, 31. Heaven and

«earth shall pass away but my words shall not pass
away.

It cheers my heart to road the letters in the Review
from dear brethren and sisters, seattered abroad in
different parts. whotn | have never seen, yet hope to
see soon if | am faithful to God. These letters as we
read them are like food to the hungry or water to the
thirsty. Some of us Sabbath-keepers are young,
some arc old, some of us are natives of America and
some are from Europe; but thanks be to God! our
interest is one, our langnage is one. We have one
commion interest together in the keeping of the com-
mandments and looking for the coming of our bles-
sed Saviour.

Let me suy to you, brethren and sisters, by way of
encouragement that the past year has been the best
year of my hfe. It lias becn the sweetest year I have
ever enjoyed since 1 first gave my heart to the Sav-
iour. The Bible has, during the past year, proved to
be a precious Book ; more so than ever before, 1
find 1t contains precious truths of which I have in
former years been almost wholly ignorant. We read
in Dan. xii,4: *“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the
words and seal the book, even to the time of the end:
many shall run to and fro and’knowledge shall be in-
creased.

1 have during the past year made some cxchanges
of sentiments and opinions, of which I am by no
means ashamed. I have exchanzed the Pope’s sun-
day, & man-made institution, for the Sabbath of the
Lord. a true Bible institution. [ have exchanged the
doctrine that all men are immortal, for the doctrine
of immontality alone through Jesus Christ. 1 have
exchanged darkness for light, error for truth, and the
fables and traditions of men for the plain simple
teachings of God’s holy book,

Let me say to all the brethren and sisters who
with me have made such exchanges, You have done
right! No matter what fallen Babylon says, or a
world of sinners. I have been called a fool and that
too by a professed christian, one of Babylonw’s pro-
fessors, because 1 urged the necessity of carrying out
the true meaning of the second commandment :
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of any thing that 1s in heaven above,
or that is in the earth beneath. or that is in the wa-
ter under the earth.” DBut let us have the Spirit of
Christ and live out just what we profess. and God
will throw around us his protecting care. O may the
Lord lead all the true commandment-keepers, to feel
the importance and necessity of being wholly given
up to the cause of Christ.  Wv are hving just as it
were on the Jast crumbling frugmients of time., O,
brethren and sisters. it s tme that we bestir our-

selves! Sooun the call of mercy will be heard no
more. O let us male no delay; for Jesus is soon
coming. S. B, Warrny.

Bultle Creek. Mich., Sept. 3d, 1854,
——

Iixtract of Letters,

Bro. A. Woodruff writes from Richland N V.
Sept. 12th, 1854:—“Thank the Lovd. dvar Iirn.
White, that T yet live, though it is fu a cold. dmi
stormy world. surrounded as we are by living beines
with Licarts colder than the earth on which we troad.
anth winds davker than midnight darkness.  Alus (o
the world! when it shuts its cyes from scemg. and
closes 1ts ears from Licaring, the Jaw and the testimo-
ny 3 or when they will hear hutdo it not.  What can
e more wonderful than the long-suffering awd pa-
ticnee of the loly One towards offending man—a
worm of the dust! O what impieties and imquities
are conumit{ed under the sun! and blasphicmies ut-
tered against the Lord! to all intents and purposes
saying, Who is the Lord that we should obey him ?
or that he shonld reign over us?

AV this state of things always remain ?
a

Not
always! The depredations made, and wrongs com-
mitted. against God’s law and govermuent will be re-
dressed ere tong; the blasphemies attered, avenged ;
the loftiness of men howed down. and the haughti-
ness of men made low ; and the Lord alone shall be
exalted in that day.

“We are striving to rise above the darkness that

FORLELIG

Tae Bavrtrc.—The allied force had not left Bemarsund at
latost acconnts  Qur news frons the flect is seanty, Napior's
steamer Bulldog arrived at Dantzic Sept. 1, having left the
flect at Ledsund on the morning of Aug 30, Marshal Bara-
guay d'illiers and General Jones, with some steamers, had
heen reconnoitering lelsingfors and the Finlund coast  Abo
wae found to be strongly fortified, having a garrison of
15,000 men, with 15 gun-boats and some armed ships lying
before it ‘The channcl before Abo is go intricate and the
place so strong that probably no attempt will be made against
it. On the stcamer’s nearing Hange Udd the Russians blew
up the fortress of Gustavsvarn, imagining it was about to be
bombarded. This took place on Sunday, Aug 27.

Tae BLack SEa —To Aug. 21, ne movement had taken
place at Varna, except that tbe French wore embarking fas-
cines, gabions and artillery. Their nrtillery-men were exer-
cised daily in ball practice on hoard boats, and in embarking
and disembarking, Cholera is abating in hoth armies

It still is an open guestion with the puhlic whether the ex-
pedition is destined against Sevastopolor Anapa. We put no
sort'of reliance on the statements of the London newspaper
correspondents that the expedition will embark on this date,
or the other. Aug. 25, was tho day they last named.

Tue DanuBe —The Russians having retired beyond the
Pruth, and the Aunstrians having entered the Prineipalities,
it is quite unlikely that any further engagement will take
place hetween tbe Russians and Turks this year. Omer Pa-
sha is bringing his army up quite leisurely. It is now six
weeks sinee the Danube was crossed at Giurgevo, and there
are not more than 15,000 troops in Bucharest, only 40 miles
distant, and for three weeks the road has been quite clear.
He has, indeed, no object to gain in forcing an engagement.

Russra AND Prussia.

Berlin, Tuesday.—The Russian note, hesides the points al-
ready known, formally demands that Prussia shall act as me-
diator for the renewal of negotiations, on the hasis of the prop-
sitions as interpreted and modified by Russia.

Tue EasT.

Marseilles, Tuesday.—The Sinsi has arrived, bringing news
from Constantinople to the 25th ult.

The siege artillery belonging to the French arny had ar-
rived. All the Turkish men-of-war on the coast of Asia have
been put into requisition for Varna. Up to yesterday the
Twlta of Cambridee was at Ventiliok atill indisposed. The

Russians had eaptured another vessel und carvied her inte
Sevastapol. Gen. Guyon has been placed in command of the
Turkish army in Asin, Mustapha Pasha is in disgrace.
Said Pasha, Viceroy of Lgypt, had been feted at Constantine-

le.

Lleyd of Vienna says, the French Gen Latang, will, du-
ring his stay at the head-quarters of the Bavon de Hess, have
an Austrian officer for aid-de-camp It is stated that in ad-
dition to his military mission he is charged with & politieal
one— that of hastening the conelusion of the separato treaty
between Austria, Frauce and England  An English officer of
rank will arrive at the head-quarters of the Baron de Hess at
the same time as Gen. Latang.

Appointments,
PROVIDENCE permitting we will meet with the Brn, in
Farpham, C. W., Oct. 7th, and 8th C. W, SpERRY.
E. L. BaRgr,

— e ———
Tent Meoting

Provinence permitting, we will hold a Tent-Meeting at
Springfield, Mass , to commence Ouct, Gth, at b o’clock, P. M,,

and hold ever Sabbath and Yirst-day. ¥ WHEELER.
J. HarrT.
E. EvErTS,
—————

£7F See that the money sent tn the Office is recoipted. If
it is net, please infornt us itmmailiniely.

T'e meet our weekly vxpenses, we should be able to receipt
860 in ench No of the Review

Iu order to meet tha expenses of the senson, and pay for
our Winter's stock, we mu:t roceive $300 within four weeks.

We are nware of the diflicultics in raising money at this
time. and wonlbd not over-urge any ; but it scems indispensa~-
by necessary that our readers ~hould bmmediately forward
toone the smatlsum of 1, for the Review one year,

————
Publicaiions.

Nubbath Trnets, Nos, ) 2,3 & 4—152 pp. 124 ots.—post-
age 1ot

The Law ot God: Testimony of Both Testaments:—132
pp MU ets —postage 1 et

Why bon't you keep the Sabbath-day? Extracts from
Catholie work~ —=-36 pp —4 cts.

The Sanctuary and Twenty-three Hundred Days—76
pp—3 ets.—postage 1 cent.

Review of 0. R. L. Crozier—the Sabbath—48 pp.—5 otr.

The Signsof the Times; Spirit Manifestations asignthat the
day of wrath hasteth greatly— 124 pp.—10 cts.—postage 1 ct.

The Two-horned beust, the United States—52 pp.—b5 cents

Advent and Sebbath Hymns—30 ots.—postage5 ots,

Supplement to Advent and Sabbath Hymns—5 cents.

Time and Prophecy—a Poem—25 cents—postage b cents

A Word for the Sabbath—-a Poem—6 cents.

History of the Sabbath—40 pp.—4 cents,

The 2300 duys and the Sanctuary~—32 pp.—3 cents.

Cliristian Experience and Views—©6 cents.

Supplement to Experience and Views—6 centas.

Solemn Appeal—Speedy Coming of Christ— 32 pp.—3 ota

True Picture—state of the Churches—16 pp.

The Sabbath by Elihu—16 pp.

Both Sides—on the Sabhath—16 pp.

The Sabbath by 1. Milter Jr.—16 pp.

First-day of the week not the Sabbuth—16 pp.

Review of Objections to the Subbath—16 pp.

Tracts of 16 pages each can be sent by mail for one half
cent an ounce, in packages of notlessthan 8 ounces.

Sabbath and Advent Miscollany—seven of the above Traots
bound with paper covers—10 conts—-postage 1 cent,

Volumes I—IV of the REVIEW, bound in paper covers, Vols,
T and II, 40 cents; Vols. I1I and IV, 75 cents.

Youth’s Instruetor, Vol. I, in puper covers—25 cents.
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