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Leading Doctrises,

The Bible, awl the Biblo alone, the rule of feith and duty

The Law of God, as laught in the Old and New Testaments
wnchangrable.

The Personal Advert of Christ and the Resurrection of the
Just, before the Millennina.

The Larth restored to ils Eden perfoction and glory, the fi-
wal fndwribance of the Saints.

Immortality alence througk Christ, to be given to the Saints
ot the Resurvection.

THE WANDELER'S PRAYZR,

My God, my Father, while I stray

Far from my home va life’s rough way,

0, teach me from my heart to say,
»Thy will, my God, be done.”

Though dark my pnth, and sad my lot,

Let nie be still and murmur not ;

And breathe the prayer divincly taught,
«Thy will, my God, be done.”

What though in Jonely grief 1 sigh,

For friends belvved no longer nigh,

Submissive still would I reply,
«Thy will, my God, be doue.””

If thou should’st call me to resign,

What most 1 prize, it uc’er was mine,

I only yield thee what was thine.
“«Thy will, my God, be done:”

Skould pining sickuess waste away,

My life 1 premature decay—

1n life or death, teach me to say,
«Thy will, my God, be done,”

Renew my will from day to day,

Blend it with thine and take away

Whate’cr now makes it hard to say,
«Thy will, my God, be done.”

MAN NOT IMMORTAL,

THE ONLY SHIELD AGAINST THE S8EDUCTIONS OF
MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

[Selected.

BY D. P. HALL.

[Continued.]
ETKRNAL MIBERY.

‘When immortal-soulism cannot sustain itself with-
out an appeal is made to those seriptures which are
supposed to teach an eternity of misery to the wick-
ed, all who urge objections from this point, reason
something like thist The wicked are threatened with
eternal life in inisery, i. e, eternal conscious existence
in torments, either mental or physical as the case
may be; therefore the wicked in the present life
have immortal souls, Immortal soul arguments are
remarkably convenient, they can run round in a cir-
ele just to suit the occasion.

The soul is immortal; therefors the wicked will
be tormented ferever and ever. The wicked will be
tormented forever and ever; therefore the soul is
immortal: first make an assumption and then de-
duct a conclusion as proved; then assume again, and
prove the first assumption, and so on. How very
convenient and easy. The first assumption is prov-
ed by making another. I can hardly refrain from
treating this matter as it seems to deserve; i. e., re-
diculously. I hardly know how far a serious Chris-

tian may go, and have the approbation of God, in
treating upon such frivolous objections. I will how-
ever try my very best to treat all objections candidly.

And now to the objections drawn from those serip-
tures which threaten punishment to the wicked.
The positions which we lay down as scriptural in
this investigation are these: All men righteous and
wicked in the present life are mortal. The righte
ous only will be made immortal. The immortal-
soul advocates undertake to mect these positions
something like this:

In popular theology the wicked are represented
as living forever in misery, This is affirmed as their
final doom for impenitence. In order to this it is
urged, they must have immortal souls. I cannot
see that this must necessarily follow. All may be
mortal in the present life, the righteous and the
wicked, and all, both wicked and righteous, mmay be
made immottal at the resurrection.

The one class live forever in bliss, and the other
class live forever in misery; and all this pertains to
the entire, organized man, or being, and not to an
abstract ghost, or disembodied soul. I repeat it,
that I cannot see that it must necessarily follow that
because the wicked are represented as living forever
in misery, they must therefore have immortal souls.
But our immortal-soul friends seem almost univer-
sally to admit by their modes of argumentation, that
if they cannot sustain the immortality of the soul,
all must go by the board, their Hell of eternal mise-
ry and all.

I would not be misunderstood at this point. I
say all this might be, but the man who asserts it,
must at the same time take upon himself the labor
of proving it from the Bible, I will at this point in
the investigation, present and examine those texts
which are relied upon as proving the soul immortal
from the consideration that the wicked are threaten-
ed with eternal misery as the penalty for sin. It
might be stated something in this form: The wick-
ed will live forever in misery; therefore they have
immortal souls. If the premise is proved untrue,
the conclusion must of course he unsound. I can-
not see any necessary connection as Ihavebefore re-
marked, between this premise and conclusion; but I
will he content ¢to show the premise untrue from the
word of God. I will select those seriptures which
are most frequently quoted, and most firmly relied
upon as proving eternal misery, and thereby, in the
estimation of many, proving the immortality of the
soul.

The first one presented for examination is the
threatening of Jesus, recorded, Matt. xxv, 46. ¢ And
these shall go away into everlasting punishment:
but the righteous into life eternal.

It is urged by the objector that eternal misery is
as clearly proved from the threatening of “efernal
punishment,” as eternal happiness is by the promise
of “eternal life”” Let me humbly submit to such
an one that neither the one nor the other is asserted
at all by our Saviour, “Rternal punishment” is
placed over against eternal life.” (Noteternal mis-
ery over against eternal happiness.) But it may be
asserted, that although it is not so said, it so means.
The Bible then in this instance stands corrected by
such an one. This is taking higher ground than I
care about, Humility, such as is becoming a chris-
tian, requires that we humbly inquire after the say-
ings of the great Teacher, and try to ascertain the
sense which attaches to them, by a careful compari-
son of one with another, rather than substituting
our own peculiar notions in their place. Why not
let the matter stand just as the great Teacher has
left it, and believe it just as it stands? The wicked

=
shall have an cverlasting (eternal) punishment: the
righteous shall have an everlasting (eternal) life.

Now it is wrged by the objector that just as cer-
tainly as the righteous will have eternal bliss or hap-
piness, the wicked will have eternal misery. Why
continue to substitute happiness for life, and nrsery
for punishment? Unless this is done, the whole
force of the objection is lost. For punishment is
penalty without any reference to its nature: it may
be torture, fine, imprisonment, deprivation or death,
or any other thiug awarded in vengeance of erime,

Now let me respectfully submit to one and all,
that when it is proved that the wicked will be pun-
ished with an everlasting punishment, nothing what-
ever 1s determined with reference to its natuve. The
question touching the nature of the punishment is
still an open one. Our Saviour promised the right-
eous eternal life. This becomes the basis of all oth-
er things promised them in the Scriptures. Unlees
they have this, all other things promised would be
of no aceount. He threatened the wicked with an
everlasting (ov eternal) punislunent, without naming
the nature of the penalty at all.

Now to ascertain irs nature, we must consult
other scriptures.  Where in the Book is future pun-
shiment declared to be torture to all eternity? It is
not futuve limited torture, but never-ending torture,
Where? I ask again.  But it Is very dogmatically
affirmed by those who assert this as teaching eternal
misery, that the penalty threatened the wicked is
placed precisely over against the promised reward of
the righteous,  Now what is precisely the opposite
of eternal life? Is it not eternal death, or eternal
deprivation of life? Most certainly. Is eternal life
in misery precisely the opposite of eternal life? Who
will thus contend after Jooking the matter fairly in
the face? No one, I would charitably believe,

If the position almost unanimously and universal-
ly taken touching this text by immmortal-soulists, be
faithfully carried out, it will depnive them of their
eternal misery, and consequently of their immortal
souls for the wicked, I repeat it, the nature of pun-
ishment is not determined by this text. AN that
can be proved from this, is the eternity of the pun-
ishinent, not the nature. Other texts by bundreds,
come in to aid us in determining this part of the
question. Death, destroy, perish, consume. and every
other conceivable variety of expression of which the
English language is capable,is used in determining the
nature; and instead of being an eternal life of mis-
ery, mental or physical, it is eternal destruction, or
deprivation of life.

The apostle Paul, speaking upon thissame theme,
uses the very self-same expressions of the Saviour,
with an additional one, which determines the punish-
ment, the duration and the nature of it. See 2 Thess.
i, 8,9. “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be puvished with
(what? eternal misery ? eternal preservation in a mis-
erable life? no!) everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord, anl from the glory of his
power.

Here then we have the punishment the dur-
ation, (everlasting) and the wvature, (destruction.)
This harmonizes with hundreds of plain texts, such as
death, consume, be as though they had not been,
and so forth. In concluding upon this, one of the
very strongest cases upon record in the Scriptures,
allow me to saythat eternal misery canmot be proved
from this declaration by any fair iuterpretation. But
if some still insist that pumshment canuot be eternal,
unless the process of punishing is eternally going on,
will they please explain how the Judgment can be
eternal, unless the process of judging is eternally
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going on, Heb. vi,2. “Of the doctrine of baptisms,
and laying on of hands, and of resurrection of
the dead, and of eternal judgment.

Allow mo to say that punishment is eternal, pre-
sisely in the same way the judgment is: that which
makes one eternal, does the other; and neither are
eternal in the sense of the process’ being eternally

oing on. So of redemption. See Heb. ix, 12.
“Neither by the blood of guats and calves, but by
his own blood, he entered in once into the holy place,
baving obtained eternal redemption for us.”  Other
instances of this same kind could be adduced, but
these are sufficient Yo lead the honest searcher after
truth to examine further for himself,

‘We leave this theme reluctantly, seeing it is one of
the very clearest texts in the Book when properly
apprehended. The grand error of those who use
this in proof of eternal misery, I believe to be this;
viz., understanding punishment and pain to be sy-
nonymous. If this were corrected, all the objection-
able features would vanish.

Wo pass from this fo notice another scripture
from which an attempt is made to draw an objection;
viz., The worm that dieth not, and the fire that is
not quenched. See Mark ix, 43—48, “ And if thy
hand offend thee, cut it off: 1t is better for thee to
enter into LIFE maimed, than having two hands to
%o into kell, (Gehenna,) into the fire that never shall

e quenched: where their worm dieth not, and
the fire is mot quenched. And if thy foot offend
thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into
life, than having two feet to be cast into hell (Ge-
hemna,) into the fire that never shall be quenched;
where their worm dieth not, and the fire isnot
quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it
out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom
of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be
cast into hell fire; where their worm dieth not, and
the fire is not quenched.”

The expressions seized upon in this discourse, as
containing the proof of eternal misery, and as a
consequence, the present immortality of the soul, are,
first, the casting into hell; and second, the worm's
dying not, and the fire's not being quenched. These
taken together are supposed to teach ahell of eternal
torture for the final incorrigible.

Fimst, hell is named as the place or locality where
this shall be done; and second, the worm and fire
denote the torture; and third, the worm’s not dying,
and the fire’s not being quenched, show the duration
to be eternal, or never-ending. Put all this togeth-{
er and the proposition is most triumphantly proved
in the estimation of an advocate of eternal misery.

But suppose we inquire, in the first place, after the
Hell, or locality. The Hell named here is none other
than the Gehenna, or Tophet, of the Old Testament,
and was not a place where people were cast for the
purpose of being eternally tortured, but for the pur-
pose of terminating their existence; for the p
of destruction, or death. See Jer. vii, 31~33. “And
thay have built the high places of Tophet, which is
in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to bumn their
sons and their daughters in the fire; which I com-
manded them not, neither came it into my heart.
Therefore, behold the days come saith the Lord, that
it shall no more be called Tophet, nor the valley of
Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter; for they shall
bury in Tophet till there be no place.” See also Jer.
xix, 11-15; Isa. xxx, 33. Woe see from these quo-
tations that the locality is not the locality of the or-
thodox Hell.

Let us note next in order, the nature of the pun-
ishment inflicted. As our objectors are so fond of
placing the punishment of the wicked in opposition
to the reward of the righteous, suppose we t
it inthis case. What is to be entered if faithful?
Lire! This is twice named, and in the third instance,
the kingdom of God. Now what is the opposite

recisely of Zife? Life in misery, or miserable life?
%o! Deara!  Death, then, stands out in opposition
to the life twice promised, and being deprived of the
kingdom of God, is the same as being threatened
with death; for no one can live forever, who does
not enter the kingdom: seeing eternal life is an at-
tribute of the kingdom, and of that only.

Let us look at the case still further. The worm
and jfire—these are the means or instrumentalities

by which this torture is carried on. Now how plain |

exclaims the objector to the doctrine of deathforsin:
the worm does not die; the worin therefore must be
immortal; and the fire is not quenched; so you see
we have immortal worms and fire, as well as immor-
tal souls.

But what does the immortal worm prey upon,
and the unquenchably devouring fire consume, dur-
ing the unknown and untold cycles of eternity?
‘Why, something, to be sure. What? A dead car-
cas? Ohno: an immortal soul. But where did
You get your soul to put into this Hell for worms to
feed upon, and the fire to bum? This we have
guessed at; for it is the man bodily, and not the im-
mortal, dissmbodied soul which is the subject of
this discourse.

But to let you go on, suppose the body is made
immortal, and then cast into this hell for immor-
tal worms, and unquenchable fire to prey upon;
what would the result be? let me ask in all can-
dor.

Suppose we present it something in this form :
Devouring fire and consuming worms, are brought
in contact with an immortal or inconsumable body
or soul : what would the consequence be? Very
much the same that would follow, were an irresist-
ible force brought in contact with an immovable
body. Here 1s a query for philosophers. But
some one is heard saying, This 1s highly figurative,
If 8o, what would such a figure teach? Supposea
devouring fire, and consuming worm, prey upon
men living or dead, what would the result be? If
alive, they must soon kill them, and if dead, they
must soon consume their carcasses.

This figure, here used, is ip fact borrowed from
old times. See Isa.lxvi, 24. “ And they shall go
forth, and look upon the carcasses (not immortal
souls) of the men that have transgressed against
me; for their worm shall not die, neither shall
their fire be quenched; and they shall be an ab-
horring unto all flesh,

But perhaps some one will still insist that an
unguenchable fire is one that burns toall eternity ;
and as there can be no use in keeping up a fire
when their is nothing to burn, there must there-
fore, be immortal souls, or bodies, or something else,
to burn.

But it is not quite so certain that an unquench-
able fire is one that never goes out. To quench a
fire is to put it out, before it consumes the object
upon which it is preying. A fire is not quenched,
or put out, if it continues to burn until it consumes
the material or object upon which it is preying.

An unquenchable fire may, and does go out,
when it has done its office-work, when it has ac-
complished the purpose for which it was kindled,

See soveral instances: Isa. xxxiv, 10, and con-

text. The land of Idumea. Who supposes,
for one moment, that the unquenchable fire or
burning, is going on now, and will continue to go
on to all. eternity 4 See. Jer. vii, 20, also Jer. xvii,
27. Here Jerusalem is threatened with the kin-
dling of a fire in her gates, that should dewour
the palaces and should not be quenched. See also
Eze. xx, 47, 48, See John the Baptist's testimony
concerning Christ. Matt. iii, 12.  “ Whose fan is
in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor,
and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will
burn up the chaf with unquenchable fire.

Unquenchable fire burns up or devours every
thing upon which it kindles. This so far from
proving eternal burning, or eternal tortire to the
impenitent, and, as a consequence, immortality,
proves just precisely the reverse. The same can be
eaid in truth of eternal fire. Sece Jude 7. * Even
as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about
them in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an sxample, suffering the vemgeance of
eternal fire.” But those who insist upon thesetexts
as teaching eternal pain or torture, and especially
this one, are very careful to emphasize the word
or phrase which has the suffering in it, and the
aternal : all other parts are overlooked.

The above named text is quoted as though it
read, Are suffering in eternal fire; whereas it reads
quite differently. Note : Suffering the vengeance
of eternal fire. Now in the name of reason and
revelation what is the vengeance of fire} What

does fire by its vengeance, accomplish? Ans.
The complete destruction of every thing upon
which it preys. Are the gates of Jerusalem now
burning ¢ Is the land of Idumea, or Sodom and
Gomorrah and the cities about them now suffer-
ing in the flames? If the waters of the Dead Sea
can extinguish the fires of Sodom and Gomorrah,
I should certainly think the burning must have
ceased ere this; for its waves now roll over the
site where once these cities stood.

The truth is that the worm and fire prove the
complete destruction of the whole man or be-
ing, instead of its eternal preservation, or immor-
tality. What would a Jew understand by being
threatened with Gehenna punishment? They were
perfectly familiar with this matter, and would
laugh you in the face if you should suggest the
idea of being thrown into Gehenna, for the purpose
of being eternally preserved. What would the in-
habitants of our country understand by being
threatened with the punishment of the gallows?
Certainly not the preservation of life, ‘but pEarm.
So of the Jews, when threatened with Gehenna
punishment: they understood the signification of
Gehenna, as perfectly as we do the gallows. Why
try to press life eternal out of these texts, when it
is 80 plain that they teach precisely the opposite ¢

‘We pass fromi this fo notice another text from
which a vain attempt is made to prove eternal mis-
ery; viz., Rom. ii, 6-10. “Who will render to
every man according to his deeds. To them who
by a patient continuance in well doing, seek for

lory, and homor, and immortality ; eternal life ;
%ut unto them that are contentious, and do not
obey th& truth, but obey unrighteousness : indig-
nation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon
every soul of man that doeth evil: of the Jew
first, and also of the Gentile. But glory, honor,
and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the
Jew first, and also to the Gentile ; for there is no
respeet of persons with God.”

The objection, if there be any in this, must be
found in the threatening gf indignation, and wrath,
tribulation, and anguish. It is freely admitted
that the wicked will have a miserable, and painful
destruction. Now let me ask the objector, Where
lies the proof that this tribulation and anguish
will never terminate? It is one thing to prove
that tribulation and anguish is connected with the
punishment of the wicked, and quite another thing
to prove that this will never terminate.

In order for this text to be of any service toim-
mortal-soulists or those believing in eternal mis-
ery, it is not only necessary to prove that pain
and misery are connected with their doom, (which
I will not deny, but believe as firmly as any one,)
but that this pain and misery will continue to all
eternity, Do, we pray you, look at the labor
which devolves upon you in urging this as an ob-
jection, It is freely admitted, that there is tribu-
lation and anguish connected with their doom ;
but who can prove from the Bible that this will
never terminate in their final destruction and
death? Hundreds of plain texts come to the aid
of the man who will undertake to show that all
this tribulation and anguish, however much it
msy be, or however intense it may be, will termin-
in their complete and literal destruction.

But if the favorite mode of argumentation with
immortal-soulists be pressed home upon them at
this point, it will not aid them much. What is
the opposite of glory, honor, immortality and etern-
al life ¥ for this is so frequently nrged, by the ob-
jector, that we cannot refrain from reminding him
frequently of his own favorite mode of conducting
this diseourse. Certainly immortality is not the
opposite of immortality : eternal life is not the op-
posite of itself. This may appear strange indeed ;
but so it is, if popular theology is truthful upon
this point.

What, let me ask, is the opposite of immortali-
ty and eternal ife? Mortality and eternal death.
Mortality is life manifested through a corruptible
body: immortality is life’ manifested through an

incorruptible body : the one life must terminate ;
the other never can, Are the wicked any where
in the Bible promised immortality? Hear Paul :

% For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh
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Yeap corruption : but he that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” Gal. vi,
8. But if the objector is not fully satisfied, let
him consult the context. Notice verse 12. For
28 many as have sinned without law, shall also
pErisu without law. This text then instead of
proving eternal torture, or immortality of the soul,
proves just precisely the opposite; viz., a misera-
ble destruction, or perisking.

‘We pass from this to notice one more text and
must then close upon this branch of this important
and interesting theme. Rev xiv, 9-13. “ And the
third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice,
If any man worship the beast and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God
which is poured out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels,
and in the presence of the Lamb: and the smoke of
their torment ascendeth up forever and ever: and
they have no rest day nor night, who worship the
beast and his image, and whosoever recsiveth the
mark of his name. Here is the patience of the
saints, here are they that keep the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus.”

This text perhaps a8 much as any other in the
Bible, is relied upon as proving a positive eternity
of woe to the sinner, or one who does not worship
God. The persons named in thisscripture are those
who worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead or in his hand: the same
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God. They
are to be tormented with fire and brimstone. Ths
torment is to be in the presence of the holy angels
and in the presence of the Lamb. It is not said
that they are tormented forever and ever, but that
the smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever
and ever. They are to have no rest day nor night
who worship the beast and his image, &c.

The only feature of this message which it is im-
portant for me to investigate in this place, is the
eternity of this torment. The only expression in
the whole discourse from which an inference even
in favor of eternal misery can be drawn, is, the
smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and
ever. Now let the issue in this examination be
distinctly stated. It is not denied shat torment is
connected with the future doom of these beast-
worshipers,

Our eternal misery friends appear to think the
work all done when they produce a fext which
has torment or pain in it, and would like to have
the issue lurn upon this point; but this is not the
issue; and let me remind them that their work is
not even begun, when it is proved that pain and
torment is connected with the doom of the wicked
of any or all classes; (which is not denied inthese
remarks, but as firinly believed and as fully advo-
cated as by any.) Irepeat it, the work is now
fairly before you. I do not deny that pain and
torment will be connected with the final doom of
these unhappy victims of beast-worship, whenever
or wherever they may have their final fate admin-
istered ; but where is the proof that this is posi-
tively cternal? Why, in the expression, “ And
the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever
and ever.” Now will you build an eternity of woe
upon this lean, and highly figurative expression,

But let us look more closely at it. The fire
may torment, and finally burn up a person, and
the smoke go on and on: thers 18 no proof even
in this when closely examined. But this torment
is to be in the presence of the holy angels, and ir
the presence of the Lamb. Now, if this torment
is to be positively eternal, how can Paul’s declara-
tion in 2 Thess. ), 9, be true? * Who shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from (mot
1n) the presence of the Lord, and from the glory
of his power.” .

Can any one believe, without good and plain
evidence, that the beast-worshipers will live and
writhe and weep and be tormented, and all this
in the presence of the holy angels and the Lamb,
and that to all eternity? A man must have strong
eredulity to believe such a monstrosity as this up-
on such testimony as is here adduced, and that
too in the face of thousands of plain texts to the

contrary. But look again: they are to have no
rest day nor night ; so that this torment is con-
nected with day and night. How can those who
believe the wicked, of all classes, will be tormented
in eternity, harmonize these two notions.

" Suppose we go to the very last and closing state-
ments touching the wicked in this book, and see
‘how this torment is terminated. Rev. xx, 9.
“And they went up on the breadth of the earth,
and compassed the camp of the saints about, and
the beloved city ; and fire came down from God
out of heaven, and devowred them.” Compare
this with others. Rev. xi, 15-19, under the
sounding of the seventh angel: “ And the nations
were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time
of the dead, that they should be judged, and that
thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the
prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy
name, small and great: and shouldest pEstrRoY
them which destroy (corrupt, see margin)) the
earth. Ses another place: Rev. xx, 14. “And
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death.

Here is the terminus of their existence. Suffice
it to say concerning this text, [Rev. xiv, 9, and on-
ward,] that it comes infinitely short of proving a
positive eternity of torture. It proves torment,
this is not denied : but it does not prove an eter-
nity of torment. Hundreds of passages show too
plain to be mistaken, that the final doom of the
impenitent is death, destruction, perishing, ceasing
%0 be, &e. T will give samples under several heads.

rst,

Death, Dent. xxiv, 16; Eze, xviii, 4, 20, 21,
23, 24, 26 ; xxxiii, 8, 9,13, 14, 18; Matt. x, 39 ;
xvi, 25; John iii, 36 vi, 58, 54 ; xii, 25; 2 Cor.
i, 16; 1 John v, 12. Se¢e Rom. ii, 29-32. 1In
this place Paul has enumerated the very worst vi-
ces conceivable, and closes up by saying that those
which commit such things are worthy of peaTh.
If Paul had believed in eternal misery, this would
have been an excellent occasion for him to have
made it known; but the very worst thing he said
is, they are worthy of death, not eternal misery.
See a number of texts which speak of the wicked’s
being burned up. Mal.iv, 1-3; Isa.xxiv, 6 ; Matt.
iii, 10, 124 xiii, 80.

Consumed. Ps. xxxvil, 20 lix, 13 civ, 25.
Devour. Ps. xxi, 9; Heb. x, 27; Rev. xx, 9.
Perish. Ps. xlix, 12, 20; ii, 12; lxvii, 2
Luke xiii, 3; Acts viii, 20 ; xiii, 41; Rom.ii, 12;
1Cor. 1,8 2 Cor. 11, 155 2 Thess. ii, 10; 2 Pet.
i, 12; 1, 9.

Destroy. 2 Thess. 1, 9; Matt. x, 28; Acts iii,
283 1Thess.v,2; Ps. cxlv, 20 Prov.x, 29; xxix,
1. Obadiah in speaking of the heathen says,
“They shall be as though they had not been.”

Let me make a very plain statement in conclu-
sion: All the plain literal statements of holy Scrip-
ture are in favor of the doctrine of destruction or
death, as the penalty for sin: all the figures when
properly examined are found to teach the same
doctrine. Eternal misery, and the immortal soul,
are not found in that blessed volume, the Bible, and
must flow to us from another fountain. The soul
that sinneth it shall déie. The wages of sin is
death ; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ. All are now mortal completely:
immortality is the gift of God to those who obey
the gospel. No wicked or disobedient one will ev-
er be made immortal : they shall perish. I have
noticed some of the most important objections,
drawn from the intermediate state and the nature
of future punishment, and I cannot see any proof
whatever, for present immortality to any, or future
immortality to the disobedient.

(Concluded newt week.)

THE ANTICIPATIONS,

Tre Church of God on earth is not what she
seems ; hay, is what she seems not. It was so with
her Lord while here. He was not what men thought
him ; he was what they thought him not.

Tt is in this way that the world is put to shame, its
thoughts confounded, its greatness abased before
God. Anditis in this way that Divine wisdom gets

Iarge space over which to spread itself, step by step,

&nd to open out its infinite resources slowly and with
care, (like one exhibiting his treasures,) that no part,
no turn in all its windings may be left unobserved.
Tt is not the result only that God desires that we
should see and wonder at, but the process by which
it is reached, so unlikely to effect it, yet so steadily
moving forward to its end, and so strangely success-
ful inbringing about that end. The planting of the
“trees of God” in Eden, in full strength and fruitful-
ness at once, was not such an exhibition of wisdom ag
that which we ourselves sec in yearly process before
us, when God out of 2 small, shapeless seed bringsa
stately pine or palm.

In truth, this is the law of our world. It might
notbe so at first in Eden, when only the result was
given to view; but it has been so since. and is 50 now,
for God is showing us most minutely how * fearfully
and wonderfully” all things are made, and we among
the rest, in soul and body, in our first birth and in
our second, inour natural and in our spiritual growth.

The tree, in winter, is not what it appears—dead ;
nay, it is what it appears mot--alive; full in every
part, root, stem, and branch, of vigorous though hid-
den vitality, a vitality which frosts and storms are
but maturing, not quenching. All summer-life is
there; all autumn {ruitfulness is there; though nei-
ther visible. It wraps up within itself the germs of
future verdure, and awaits the coming spring. So
is it with the church, in this age of wintry night; for
it is both night and winter with her. Her present
condition ill accords with ber prospects, No one, in
looking at her, could guess what she either is or is to
be; could conceive what God has in store for her.
For eye has nothing to do with the seeing of it, nor
ear with the hearing of it. No one, in observing her
garb or her deportment, or the treabment she meets
with at the hands of men, or the sharp, heavy disci-
pline through which she is passing, could take the
measure of her hopes. Faith finds difficulty in rea-
lizing her prospects, and she can hardly at times
credit the greatness of her heritage, when thinking of
what she is and remembering what she has been.

It often seems strange to us, and it must seem
much more so to unfallen beings, that saints should
be found at all inx such a world,—a world with
out God, a world of atheists,—a world that from
the days of Cain has been the rejecter of his Son,
both as the sacrifice for sin and as the heir of all
things. It is not on such a spot that we should nat-
urally expect to find sons of God. Next to hell, itis
the unlikeliest place for a soul that loves God to dwell
in, even for a day: and if a stranger, traversine the
universe in search¥of God’s little flock, his chosen
ones, were to put to us the question, “ Where arc they
to be found,” eertainly he would be astonished when
told that they were in that very world where Satan
reigned, and from which God had Dbeen cast out!
Would he not say, * Either this is a mistake and a
chanee, or else it is the very depth of unfathomable
wisdom.” For we do not go to the crater’s slopefor
verdure; nor for flowers to the desert. Yet it ig
so with the church. It is strange perhaps to find a
Joseph in Egypt, or a Rahab in Jericho, or an Oba-
diah in the house of Ahab; but it is more amazing to
find saints in the world at all.

Yet they are here. In spite of every thing ungeni-
al in soil and air, they are here. They never seem to
become acclimatized, yet they do not dic out, but are
ever renewed. The enemy labors to uproot them,
but they are ineradicable. Nay, they thriveand bear
fruit. It is a miracle; but yet so it is. Here the
great Husbandman is rearing his plants from genera-
tion to generation. Here the great Potter fashjons
his vessels. Here the great Master-builder hews and
polishes the stones for his eternal temple.

Thus. then, one characteristic of the church is, the
unlikeness of her present to her future condition. It
is this that marks her out, that isolates her, asa gem
in the heart of a rock, as a vein of gold in a mine.
Originally she belonged to the mass, but she wag
drawn apart from it, or it fell from off her and left
her alone, like a pillar among ruins. Outwardly she
retains much of her former self; but inwardly she

has undergone a change that has assimilated her fo
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“the world to come.” Thus her affifities and her
sympathies are ali with the better world. Her dwell-|
ing is still here, and in external appearance she is
much as she wied to be; but the internal transforma-
tion has made her feel that this is not her home, and
filled her with anticipations of the city and the king-
dom to come, of which she has been made the
heir. Her kindred according to the flesh are here,
but she is now allied tq Jehovah by the ties of hlood,
and this draws her sou! upwards.

Cut off from a home and a heritage here, yet assured
of both hereafter, she of necessity lives a life of antic-
ipation. Giving credit to the message of grace, and
resting on the blood of Him through whose cross that
grace came down to her, she anticipates her acquittal
a! the judgment. TRealizing her oneness with the
risen and ascended Christ, she feels asif already seat-
ed with him in heavenly places. Looking forward to
the arrival of the King, she anticipates the kingom.
In darkaess she anticipates the light; in sorrow she
anticipates the joy ; in the night she anticipates the
m wning ; in shame she anticipates the glory. * All
a-e mine,” she says, “ whether Paul, or Apollos, or
Ceplias, or the world. or life or death, or things pres-
ent, of .things tocome ; all are mine ; for Tam Christ’s,
and Christ is God’s.” In these anticipations she
lives. "They make up a large portion of her daily be-
ing. They cheer her onward in spite of the rough
wastes she has to pass through. They comfort her;
or when they do not quite succeed in this, they at
least calm and sooth her. They do not turn mid-
night into seon, but they makeit less oppressive, and
take off “ the night side of nature.”-

“T am not what I seem,” she says to herself; “and
this is joy. I am not the beggared outcast that the
world takes me for. I am richer far than they. They
have their riches now, but mine are coming when
theirs are. gone. They have their joys now; but
mine are coming when theirs have ended. I live in
the future; my treasure isin heaven, and my heart
bas gone np to be where my treasure is. I shall
soon be seen to be what I now seem not. My king-
dom is at hand; my sun is about to rise; I shall
soon sece the King in his beauty; I shall soon be
keeping festival, and the joy of my promised morn-
ing will make me forget that I ever wept.”

Thus she lives in the morning, ere the morning has P

come. She takes a wide sweep of vision, round and
round, without a limit ; for faith has no borizon; it
looks beyond life, and earth, and the ages, into eter-
nity.

Beyond the death-bed and heyond the grave, she
gees resurrection. Beyond the broken hearts and
severed bands of time, she realizes and clasps the eter-
nal tove-links ; beyond the troubles of the hour, and
beyond the storm that is to wreck the world, she
tasts her eye, and feels as if transported into the
kingdom that cannot be moved, as if already she had
taken up her abode in the New Salem, the city of
peace and righteousness. Beyond the region of the
falling leaf she passes on to the green pastures, and
sits down under the branches of the tree of life which
is in the midst of the paradise of God, Losing sight
of the hitterness of absence from the beloved of her
heart, she enters the bridal-chamber and tastes the
hridal joy ; keeping festival even in the desert, and
enjoying the sabbath rest amid the tumults of a
stormy world.—[H. Bonar.

Christ’s Agony.

On, what a melting consideration is this! that out
of Christ’s agony comes our victory ; out of his con-
demnation, our justification ; outol)l,)is pain, our ease;
out of his stripes, our healing; out of his gall and
vinegar, our honey ; out of his caurse, our blessing;
out of his crown of thorns, our crown of glory ; out
of his death, our life ; if he could not be released, it
was that we might. If Pilate gave sentence against
him. it was that the great God might never give sen-
tcncs;against us. " If be yielded that it should be with
Ohrist as they required, it was that it might be with
»ur souls as well as we can desire. Little sins ‘are
the natural sins of man’s life—~that do of themselves
tend hell-ward ; but when greater, grosser sins join
with them, they burry the soul with swift and ram-
paat motion down to hell.— Hopkina.
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¢‘Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
e e e e A e e A A A A AP
ROCHESTER THIRD-DAY, DEC.19,1854.

In consequence of ill health we shall leave the Of-
fice for a few weeks, and design visiting the breth-
ren as the way may open. Buat little, however, ean
be expected of us at present in the line of public
speaking. We now design spending Sabbath, De-
cember 30th, with Bro. Hall in Pennsylvania.

st

RELATION OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP.

Tag relation of church membership is not, now,
generally, regarded as it was in the primitive church,
but has deteriorated in proportion as the pure foun-
tains of truth have becn perverted; and the laxity
and superstition of successive ages have weakened its
significance, until we have scarcely any of its origin-
at genius left. Love. which wds the magnet of un-
ion among the carly disciples, has degenerated into
almost sheer selfishness in the churches of the nine-
teenth century. Most of the professors of the relig-
ion of the Cross, earry too much of the repulsive
coldness of the world into their high and holy call-
ing, instead of a warm and glowing heart, expanding
with love to God and enkindling a hurning zeal for
the constant exercise of kind offices towards each oth-
er, and think that they have doneall, when they have
related their * experience,” submitted to the iitiato-
ry ordinances, and had their names enrolled on the
church books. We are too apt to Jook upon our re-
ligious profession as a mere personal affair, without
understanding or rightly appreciating the mystical
union of the individual members to each other, and
all with Christ. the heud of the church. When we,
npon a slight exercise of faith and repentance, imag-
ine that offended Deity looks propitiously upon us in
the face of Jesus, we rejoice for a season and then
settle down in listlessness, and think all is right, all
secure; and should we experience in our bhearts, m
the faintest degree, that we love the Lord with all
our heart, and all our soul, and all our strength, and
all our mind, we fancy that we have the Spirit bear-
ing witness with our spirits, that we are accepted of
God, and we have no other concern in the matter.
It was pot so with those of old “hewn from the
rock,” and those “digged eut of the hole of the pit,”
when their bearts were touched with fire from off the
altar, and upon whose lips was putthe “ new song,”
they slumiered not, neither kept they silence, but
were found “with one accord,” walking and working
together, ‘ heirs with God and joint heirs with Jesus
Christ.”

Identity among believers is one of the hinding laws
of the kingdom of Ghrist. *“This is my command-
meht,” says our divine Master, “that ye love one an-
other as I have loved you.” And in another place
he says, “ A new commandment give I unto you, that
ye love one another.” By this shall all men know
that yeare my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”
“ This injunction,” says J. A. James, *is denomina-
ted the new commandment of the Christian econo-
my ; not that love was no duty before the coming of
Christ; but it is now placed more pre-eminently
amongst the duties of believers; it is urged on fresh
grounds, enforced by a more perfect example, and con-
strained by stronger motives. The dispensation of
Jesus Christ is a system of most wonderful, most
mysterious grace; it is a manifestation, commenda-
tion, and perfection of divine love. It originated in
the love of the Father, and is accomplished by thelove
of the Son, Jesus Christ was an incarnation of love
in our world. IIe was love, living, breathing, speak-
ing, acting amongst men. His hirth was the nativi-
ty of love, his sermons the words of love, his mira-
cles the wonders of love, his tears the meltings of
love, his crucifixion the agonies of love, his resurrec-
tion the triumph of love. Hence it was natura) that
 love should be the cardinal virtue in the character of
his saints, and that it should be the law which regu-
lates their conduct towards each other. And it is
worthy of remark, that he has made his love to us,

not only the motive, but the pattern of our love to
each other. ¢ This is my commandment, that yelove
one another as I baveloved you’ The Apostlesech-
oed the language of their Master, and continually en-
joined the churches which they had planted, to love
one anotber, and to let hrotherly love abound and in-
crease. It is & grace so important that. like holiness
no measure of it is sufficient to satisfy the require-
ment of the Word of God. Tt is the basis, and ce-
ment, and beauty of the Christian uniou. The church
where it is wanting, whatever may be the wumber or
gifts of its members, is nothing better than a heap of
stones, which, however polished, want the coherence
and similitude of a palace.™

Our blessed Javiour illustrates this intimate union
between himself and his disciples, hy the beautifui
and endearing simile of the vire and its branches, of
which “the Father is the husbandman;”’ and Paul
represents the believers as the *‘body of Christ and
members in particular > in reference to which hé
says, ** There should be no schism in the body ; but
the members should have the same care one for an-
other. And whether one member suffer, all the mem-
bers suffer with it; or one member be honored, all
the niembers rejoice with it.”

From the whole tenor of the Scriptures, it is man-
ifest that they design to incnleate and enjoin the cul«
vation of an affectionate solicitnde for each other, far
above mere human sympathy. A very excellent
writer, Miss Caroline Fry, correctly remarks : “Sure-
ly, if Christians, re-united to one stem, planted to-
gether ip the likeness of one life and death, are only
just, only benevolent, and in intention kind, it may
well be said to them, ¢ What do ye more than others;
do not the Scribes and Pharisees the same?’ The
word that requires us te feed the hungry and clothe
the naked, says also, ‘ Weep with those that weepy
and rejoice with those that do rejoice.’” Jesus the
Righteous, dwells particularly upon this subject in
all his teachings ; and it is enforced by all the divine-
ly inspired amanuenses of the Holy Spirit, John
says, “ My little children, let us not love in word,
neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth. Herehy
perceive we the love of God, because he taid down his
life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for
the brethren.”

What 2 wide departure from this love, this holy
confraternity, which the church was designed to be,
is seen, on every hand, in the present day, and in all
sects of Christendom. We are too easily satisfied
with the fancied evidences of onr own safety, and
manifest too little concern for the advancement of pi-
ety and the welfare of the brotherhood, We take a
name and sit down and fold our handsin almost per-
fect indifference in regard to the extension of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom, and caring less about * bearing
one another’s burdens, and so fulfilling the law as
we are commanded.” This was not the case in the
early ages of Christianity. When the disciples en-
tered the ranks of the “ Captain of our salvation,” they
entered for the whole war—they rallied round the
standard with their whole heart, and left the world
entirely behind. Impelled by an all-abserbing love,
they knew nothing, nor cared for anything, hut love
to God and love to man. They enjoyed all things
“ with singleness of heart;” lived as one family, and
strengthened each other’s hands in doing good andin
glorifying God their Maker. “ Allthat believed were
together, and had all things in common; and sold
their possessions and goods, and parted to all men as
every man had need. And the multitade of them
that helieved were of one heart, and of one soul ; nei-
ther said any of them that aught of the things which
he possessed was lis own; but they had -l things
in commou.” Acts ii, 44, 45; iv, 32, This wss
prompted by the spontaneous feelings o. the disciples
—their voluntary act, springing from ove toward
each other, and not from any requirement. When
dedicating themselves to the Lord, by a public pro-
fession of his name, they regarded themselves as a
family—the Lord’s children, the household of faith.

*Church Member’s Guide.
[ Sab. Recorder.
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THE CHURCH NOT XN DARKNESS,

BY H. L. HABTINGS.

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that Day should
overtake you as a thief. 1 Thess. v, 4.

A deep sense of the vast responsibilities resting
upon a servant of God, prompts me to express the
thoughts that stir my inmost soul. A fearful pros-
peet lies before me—~a world slumbering on perdi-
tion’s fiery brink,—a church drowsily preclaiming,
“My Lord delayeth his coming”’~~clouds, darker than
ever have mantled earth’s sky since the first beam-
ing of Bethlehem’s star, gathering along the horizon,
pent-up surges of desolation, fire, and blood, pressing
against their yielding barriers—and beyond all the
rest, the day of God, the mighty judgment,'the awful
destruction that awaits the ungodly, and the tri-
umphant deliverance of the ransomed of the Lord.
These are the scenes that rise before me—the visions
that crowd my path in the busy whirl of human ac-
tivity, or in the place of privacy and of prayer.
These are the coming events that cast their shadows
o’er my path, and the premonition of whose approach
I read in the book of providence and in the Book of
God,

The sword cometh—~How can I hold my peace?
The Judge standeth before the door—How can I be
silent ?

The Day alluded to in this passage is more defi-

nitely named in the preceding verses. For the con-
solation of those of the Thessalonians whose hearts
were hleeding with bereavement, the Apostle under-
takes to dispel their anguish by dispelling their igno-
rance, “concerning those who are asleep’ in Jesus.
Looking downward and pointing fo earth’s world-
wide charnel house, he seesand traces from the rock-
hewn tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, a single brilliant
ray of light and hope. Here was a torch for the
hand of faith and a light for the eye of hope. If God
had brought Christ from the dead, then those who
are “in Christ” must also be brought. The living
shall have no pre-eminence at last over those who in
former ages had lived and died in the Lord. For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven—a mighty
shout shall proclaim his victorious power and majes-
ty—the awful voice of the Archangel, and swelling
echoes of the far-resounding trump of God, shall pro-
claim alike perdition to the sinner and deliverance to
the saint. What a scene ensues!—forth from their
graves burst the unnumbered saints of God—earth
and ocean teem with an immortal host—each living
gaint feels a sudden thrill—itis “the power of an
endless life”—and lo! this mortal puts on immor-
tality. )
And now they ascend. Slowly, calmly they rise!
—earth sinks and recedes from their view—the deep
despairing wail of the ruined world sounds fainter and
fainter in the distance—while around them and above
them burst on their cars the enrapturing harmonies
of Cherubim and Seraphim. Still they ascend-—the
vast and radiant cloud of glory unfolds a gorgeous
portal, and attendant angels escort them within it.
Still they come, an innumerable company from every
land and clime—from prisons, dens, and deserts.
from vallies and from hills. Oh, how beauteous are
their glittering ranks! And now the last one has
arrived. The shout of joy goes up-—the Saviour’s
smile is geen, the Saviour’s greeting heard—the pierc-
od hand wipes away the lingering tear—the dead and
the living are together once more—the prophets and
the apostles meet—martyrs behold their martyred
Lord. Sinners saved gaze upon their Saviour, and so
are they for ever * with the Lord.”

Calmly and kindly does the Apostle turn and place
this glowing page before the mourners’ weeping eye,
bidding them to “comfort one another with these
words.” Blessed words,—consoling thoughts. They
have been the “oil of joy” to mourning hearts for
eighteen hundred years, and still they “ hush the low
complaining sigh,’—-still they ‘dry the flowing

tear,”—still they make the place of weeping a place
of joy, and bind about the tomb the flowers of never
fading hope. Still they illuminate the path that lies
along the dark valley, Still they strengthen those
who stand beside the dylng. Still they comfort those
who weep above the dead. Never shall the Chris-
tian’s eye cease to contemplate the picture; never
shall his heart cease to thrill with the anticipation—
never shall his hope cease to embrace the promise,
until the rent heavens disclose the majestic form of
the descending King—the quaking earth deliver up
its sleeping captives at his call, and the saints from
every age and clime, unite in singing the song of Mo-
ses and the Lamb,

*Far from a world of griof and sin,

With God cternally shut in.”

Concerning the “times and seasons” when these
sublime auticipations should be realized, there then
existed no present necessity for further communica-
tions. They were perfectly acquainted, however, with
the fact, that the day of the Lord in its coming would
resemble a thief in the night. 'When the whisper of
¢peace’ and the careless thoughts of ¢safety’ should
possess the minds of a slumbering, dreaming, and be-
sotted world—then destruction. unparalleled for sud-
denness and exterminating fury, shall burst upon
them. Vainly they flee from its devastating influ-
ence—vainly they pour their piteous prayer for re-
fuge to towering mountains and to ecraggy rocks,
Vainly their mighty wail reaches from sea to sea—
overspreading continents—echoing from the islands
and comprehending “all the tribes of the earth.”
Vainly are ten thousand stubborn hearts broken—ten
thousand blasphemous lips empioyed in supplication
—ten thousand brazen foreheads bowed in sorrow,
and ten thousand knees bent before God that never
bowed before! Alas, it is foo late. “Sudden destruc~
tion” has come, and from the faithful word peals forth
the dread announcement, “ T'hey shall not escape.”

It was this “ day” which stood full in the view of
the ingpired Apostle, and the expectant church—this
day of resurrection, of triumph, of glory, of re-union,
of deliverance of immortality to the righteous, and
of destruction and despair o the impenitent—it was
this day to which he alluded when he declared, ** Buz
YE, brethren, are NoT in darkness that that day
should overtake yov as a thief. Ye are all the
children of light, and the children of the day; we
are not of the night nor of darkness.”

The teaching. then, of the Apostle was clearly
this :—TFirst. That the people of God at that period
needed no special information concerning ‘¢ the times
and seasons” of the Saviour’s second advent. Sec-
ond. they were informed that the coming of that day
would be sudden and unanticipated by the world.
Third, That. still further, at its coming the wicked
would be denymg the very possibility of its approach,
and dreaming of perfect safety. Fourth, That at that
time of profoundest carelessness, the sudden and un-
avoidable destruction from the Almighty should fall
with resistless fury upon their heads. Fifth, That
the people of God were not in darkness, but were
% of the day.”’ Sixth, That therefore, that day can
not overtake them as a thief, but by watchfulness
and sobriety they might discern its proximity, ob-
serve its precursors. and escape its terrors, while
they participated in its joys.

Concerning this * great and terrible day of the
Lord,” we are not left destitute of further informa-
tion. Information, too, that is amply sufficient to stir
the deep and swelling surges of emotion within ev-
ery pious soul. Strangely hardened must be the
heart that can behold unmoved the approach of the
tremendous scene. and strangely perverted must be
that Christianity that can view without the intensest
awe and solemnity, the coming of that day of clouds
aud darkness, of judgment and of wrath—or that can
anticipate without delight that day of deliverance, of
triumph, of joy, of songs and of erowns, for *all that
love His appearing.”

The events of that great day are most graphically
gketched by the apostle Peter, in the concluding

chapter ofhis last epistle. Carrying the lustful scoffers
of the last day backward on the track of time, to the
antediluvian world, he, by that awful example, re-
proves their impious mockery. He teaches us that
the same God who condemned that world, con-
demns this, and “ the same word” that overwhelmed
that with water, shall desolate this by fire. Neot-
withstanding the patience and compassion of God—
notwithstanding his * long-suffering to us ward”’—
notwithstanding his unwillingness that one guilty
rebel “should perish”—notwithstanding his mercy
holds open the door of refuge, and his Jove biis and
entreats sinners to enter therein—notwithstanding all
this, yet, “the day of the Lord” must and “ will
come as a thief in the night;” wickedness must find
a shore to its foaming wave; impiety must be smit-
ten on its brazen front; oppression must be punish-
ed; blasphemy must be hushed; and righteousness,
so long abased and abused, must triumph at last.
Hence “ the day of the Lord will come as a thief in
the night.” And in that day the ascending fires of
wrath shall reach the very heavens—awful thunder-
ings shall tell their dissolution and departure: the
elements shall melt like wax within the glowing fur-
nace : earth, too, shall be molten before the presence
of her God, and shall rol}, an orb of fire within a sky
of flame, while the works that are therein, the pro-
ducts of human pride, and power, and cruelty, shall
perish with the enemies of the Most High, amid those
all-devouring flames.

But beyond all this, a vision of purity and peace
rises in brightness before the prophet’s eye. God’s
curse hath devoured the earth, his blessing shall re-
store it, No longer groaning beneath the burden of
sin; po longer charred and molten liy the fires of
wrath, her desolateness is exchanged for the verdure
of Eden ; perfection blooms where barrenness reigned ;
Carmel and Lebanon are faint types of its blushing
beauty and unfading green: the glory of God floods
it with one sea of radiant splendor. and peace waves
her olive branch from shore to shore. Righteous-
ness, t00, is there—not as a visitant, merely—not as
a contrasting spot amid surrounding corruption—
not as exemplified in the character of a single
“ Man of sorrows™ but as the prevailing principle,
the constant disposition, the ruling thought of an in-
numerable, peaceful and adoring throng. There on
a throne “established in righteousness,” reigns a
rightecus king over all the earth. There the peo-
ple are all righteous, they inherit the land forever.
There the righteous flourish. There the work of
righteousness is peace, and the effect of righteousness
quietness and assurance forever. There the pilgrim
finds his home, the Christian his rest, the martyr his
crown, and the mourner liis joy, in that “ new heav-
cos and new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous-
ness.”

This, then, is a brief. a faint and an imperfect
sketch of those tremendous scenes that go to fill up
and add grandeur and importance to the great and
terrible day of the Lord. Itis this day, concerning
which the church of God “are not in darkness.” It
isthis day that shall not come upon them as a thief.
1t is this day that shall be put far off by a dreaming
world, and which, coming suddenly, shall fiud them
sleeping, and overwhelm them with consternation
and despair. Itis this day for which the church of
God are to look-—it is this day for which the chit-
dren of Satan will not look. It is thisday for which
the church of God shouid watch—it is this day for
which the children of Satan will not watch. It is
this day for which the church of God seek to prepare
—it is this day for which the wicked will not pre-

pare. This day will bring deliveance to the saint,
and perdition to the sinner. What will it bring to
you 2

Seriousness.

NoTHING I8 S0 CONTRARY T0 (FONLINESS AS
Lxzviry.—Seriousness consists in the matter of what
is spoken, the manner of speaking, in dignity of
behaviour, and in weighty, not trifling actions.
Some people are serious by nature, some by poli-
cy and for selfish euds, and some by grace and
from a sense of duty.
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Jesting and railery, lightness of behaviour, use-
less ocoupations, joy without trembling and awe of
God, an affectation of vivacity and sprightliness,
are all contrary to the Spirit of God. A fool
laughs loud, saith Solomon, but 2 wise man scarce
smiles alittle.

Levity is contrary to contrition and self knowl-
edge—to watching and prayer—frequently to
charity—and to common sense when death is at
otrr heels.

~ Levity is destructive to all devotion in our own
bearts, and in that of others, by unfitting the com-
Pany for receiving good, and bringing a suspicion
df hypocrisy upon all,

Serionsness is useful to prevent the foregoing
miscarriages—to keep grace-—to recommend piety
and a sense of God’s presence—to leave room for
the Spirit to work—and to check levitv and sin in
others. And have we not motives sufficcnt to
seriousness}  Are we not walking in the presence
of God{ on the verge of the grave? and in sight
of eternity? All who walk with God are serious,
taking their Lord for their example, and walking
by Scripture precepts and warnings.

Are we to be dull and melancholy? Serious-
ness and solid happiness are inseparable. Is there
not a time for all things? There is no time for
sin and folly.—Selected.

e et iy
HADES,

I nave read your additional remarks on the “ con-
sciousness of the dead.” Your arguments were all
founded on the parable of the rich man and Lazarus.
I am not disposed to deny that in that parable the
rich man, Lazarus, and Abraham are all made to
speak like men in the flesh, and of such punishments
as belong to the flesh, such as ‘I am tormented in
this flame,” ‘“send Lazdrus to dip his finger in wa-
ter and cool my tongue.”’ If this parable will prove
¢ the consciousness of the dead,’” before the resurrec-
tion, it will also prove as clearly that they have bodies,
and that their hodies are punished in fire. I have
heard men quote this parable to prove that men went
directly to heaven or hell as soon as the breath left
their bodies, or rather that their spirits went to heav-
en or hell then, and their bodies not till after the
resurrection. You are aware, that parables are not
acknowledged as good witnesses to prove every thing
by me. If I can ascertain the design of the speaker
who uttered the parable, then I admit it as proof of
the position he was aiming to establish., But I do
not feel bound to admit that all who have died, went
directly to heaven or hell, before the resurrection or
the judgment, merely because it is said the rich man
was tormented, and the poor man was comforted.
Suffice it to say that from what is said in the parable,
we could not learn in what part of God’s creation
# Hades” was situated, nor could we tell whether it
was a whole world or only a part of one. We should
be as likely to suppose that both heaven and hell
were situated in it as any where else from the read-
ing of the parable only. And we should certainly
conclude that its inhabitants were really men, and not
spirits, for there is not a hint¢ that spirits were allud-
ed to, or that they had been the topic of conversation.

[Primitive Christian, 1838.

Extracts.

#* We have no dispute about the existence of ab-
stract spirits, nor of abstract bodies. The dispute is
about the consciousness of abstract spirits.

You aim to prove their consciousness by Para-
bles, and Prophelic visions. Whereas we know
“ that God speaks of things (in this way) that are
not; as though they were” and that to consider them
ag literal is to deceive ourselves. The main point in
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, was to show
that wealth was not that which entitled men to hap-
piness in a futare state. This parable was spoken
because of what was said by the Pharisees.

#The Pharisees who were covelecus heard all these

things, [preeeding parables] and derided him.” And
to rebut their derision, the Lord uttered the parable
of the rich man and Lazarus.

* Now we must consider the inhabitants of Hudes,
as being either dead or alive. If dead, then they are
the proper subjects of the resurrection, but if alive T
don’t know how to apply the resurrection to them.
I read of the dead’s being raised, not the living.

“And I also read that Hades shall deliver up the
dead that is in it, but there is not a word said about
the living. Then if it be inhabited by abstract spir-
its they must be dead ones.

“¢Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was,
and the spirit to God who gave it.” This passage ve-
ry clearly proves a separation of the body and spirit
at death, which every body believes, but goes farther
and almost, if not quite, proves the annihilation of
identity. When the body mingles again with the
earth, and the spirit returns to the source from
whence it came, the idea of identity is lost—and were
it not for the promise of a re-instatement of our iden-
tity, at the appearance of the Lord, the faith and hope
of the Christian would be useless. I might reason
thus, and say that I existed in the earth and in God
from the beginning, but what consolation would this
afford. seeing that I was not conscious of my exist-
ence—and if I were returned to the source from
whence I came and were not conscious of my exist-
ence—I would make but little difference between that
state of existence, and total anxfihilation.

“We are naturally prone tospeculationand show a
fondness for the marvelous. IHence we are delighted
with the theme of abstract spirits® enjoying the bles-
sings of Heaven, and undergoing the torments of Hell.
We muster up in our imaginations identity without
form or substance. This is a sublime mystery in
which we delight, because we cannot begin to explain
or understand the existence of form without sub-
stance—and it is form that gives identity. We
know nothing of individuality apart from form. But
in this sublime and mysterious doctrine of Heaven and
Hell inhabited by abstract spirits, with susceptibility
of pain or pleasure, we do away the necessity ofares-
urrection, or of a future Judgment, or at least, we
put it out of our power to show a necessity for a
resurrection or a Judgment, having already given to
naked or abstract spirits, all the properties we can
possibly conceive of, as belonging to resurrected bod-
ies when re-inhabited by their spirits.

But why do Ispeak of spirits as belonging {o bod-
ies, when it is provedthat spirits exist in dependent of
beodies—and that these abstract spirits are the spirits
of men. In fact, it is said that these spirits are the
men themselves, and that they can be known when
separate from the bodies which they once inhabited.
These things being so, it is hard to show the use of
bodies—and we might be led to suppose that the
spirits of men existed before their bodies, and come to
the conelusion that as many men existed before the
creation of man as there have since.

But if we stagger into this sublime and mysterious
doctrine, we are then driven into the vulgar notion
that the bodies and spirits of men come into existence
at the same time, and that they grow together, the
spints as well as the bodies, and that there are tmper-
Ject spirits of men, such as are not full grown, thus we
suppose that spirits can be improved as well as bod-
ies. But whether they are inproved when they are
separated from the body or not,is a matter of nice ar-
gument, if they are, they can perform deeds without
the body, and mus! be judged for the deeds done out
of the body, as weli as for the deeds done in the body.
But as we have no information of the accounta-
bility of abstract spirits—we might he led to doubt
their power of action, and if they are destitute of
that power, I know what our decision would be if
they were bodies instead of spirits, we should say
they were dead.”—Prim. Christian.

|
'

The two Tills of Matt. v, 18.

TrE perpetuity of every jot aud tittle of God’s Jaw
is supported by the use of two tills. 1. Till heaven
and earth pass. This is quite strong, and carries the
mind to a period of time which is still in the future.
On this, I think there can be no disagreement. 2,
'Till all be fulfiled. Here is the disputed ground.
We are told that this reaches only to the crucifixion.
That Christ fulfilled all the Jaw, and nailed it to his
cross. But I should think it most natural to reserve
the stonger cxpression for the final one. Let usread
the text to suit the views of ouropponents. Accord-

‘ing to their interpretation, the Lord wished to assure

his hearefs that no part of the law would pass, till

the crucifixiou, which was nearly three years and a

half in the future. Then it would stand like this,
After cautioning the pcople not to think he had come
to destroy the law or the prophets, he would say,
For verily I say wnto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till three years and o half.

1t has often been shown, that to fulfill a law is to
obey it, not to abolish it. But Jeaving this point, I
remark that the subject of discourse includes some-
hing besides the law, namely, the prophets. e says,
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the
prophets: 1 am not come to destroy, but to falfil.”
He came in fulfillment of the prophecies. But have
all the prophecies been fulfilled ? Nay verily. Heav-
en and earth must not only pass, but new heavens
and earth must be created before allis fulfilled. The
prophet Isaiah says, “For as the new heavens and
the new earth, which 1 will make, shall remain be-
fore me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your
name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from
one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath
to another, shall all flesh come to worship before
me saith the Lord.”” This must be fulfilled before
even the fourth commandment of the law can pass.

I conclude, then, that the second fill is the strong-
er of the two. The first reaches to the passing of
the present heavens and earth; the second, not only
to the making of the new heavens and earth, but to
the untimited extent of their duration. R. F. C.

RELIGION.

[Tar following extract from an article with the
above heading, from the Wisconsin Home is for-
warded to us by E. S. Sheffield, with his remarks
upon the same, as contained in & note to the Editor
of that paper.]

“The Ten Commandments form its true basis,
They form a foundation broad and strong enough for
all creation to rest wpon with perfect safety, Yet
how few do we find thereon. Over 600 flimsy plat
forms, or side issues, are propped up around it by as
many different sects, and each one tries to get as ma-
ny as possible on its own, to secure popularity; and
declares hostility against all who do not give heed to
its importunities, Who can wonder that so many
fall and are lost, or that thousands turn away in dis-
gust when the ridiculousness of the farce becomes ap-
parent, Meanwhile, firm and ample stands the
great REAL platform, ready to recerve all who can
over-ride their pre-conceived prejudices, and cast aside
selfishness, bigotry and superstition.”

TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ WISCONSIN HOME”
Mr. Editor, Sir:

Havine seen some of yourarticles relating to your
position, I have read them with interest, and am glad
to find some who are willing to own that the ten
commandments are the only truc basis of Reiigion,
the foundation laid by the great Author of our exist-
ence, and this great platform stisl stands tirra, ready
to receive all who can over-ride their pre-conceived
prejudices, and cast aside selfishness, bigotry and su-
perstition—Dbroad enough for all creation to rest up-
on with perfect safety. This T firmly believe to be
truth; says the wise man, Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.
But as you sayhow few do we find thereon. The Bi-
ble represents them as a remnant: And the dragon
was wroth with the woman, and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the faith of Jesus

Christ.” Rev. xii, 17. You say over 600 flimsy
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platforms are propped up, by as many different sects.
Revelation says, Here is wisdom. Let him that hath
untlerstanding count the number of the beast; for it
is the number of a man, and his number is six
hundred three-seore and six.” Rev. xiii, 18. T un-
derstand this man to be the man of sin, who should
think to change times and Jaws. These times and
laws, I believe to be the times and laws instituted by
God. Roman time, or the day. -begins at midnight :
God’s time, or day, begins in the evening. Roman
and Papal tradition says, The first day of the week
is the Sabbath, the memorial of Redemption: God’s
word says, The seventh day is the Sabbath, the me-
morial of Creation—For in six days the Lord made
the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore (or
for this repson) the Lord blessed the Sabbath day,
and haflowed it. I know not but you observe the
Sabbath according to the commandment, if you do
not, you do not stand wholly upon the firm and
broad platform; pamely, T"he Law of God; for he
who shall offend in one poiat, is guilty of all: he is
become a transgressor of the law. If we keep the
Sabbath and break one of the other commandments,
we are transgressors of the law, and the same if we
keep all the rest and not the Sabbath. But perhaps
you may say as many do in the present day, that you
keep the Christian Sabbath; for the Jewish Sabbath
was nailed to the cross, I answer that a Jewish or
Christian Sabbath is not once named in the Bible ;
but the Sabbath was made for man, not one word is
said about his being either a Jew or Christian, nei-
ther is there one word to be found between the lids
of the Bible about the blessing’s being transferred
from the seventh to the first day of the week, or
about keeping the Sabbath to remember the work of
redemption, but it always reads, For in six days the
Lord made the heavens and the earth, and rested on
the seventh, E. 8. SaerrieLp.

Koskonong, Wis. Nov. 1854,

e —————— o
Seelng Jesus,

* Weo shall be like Him ; for we shall see Him as He is.”

In expounding from the pulpit this. striking pas-
sage, it 1s said the late Dr. John M. Mason was ac-
customed to illustrate the meaning of the Apostie
by the family resemblance observable between chil-
dren and their parents, derived in part at least from
the affectionate and earnest contemplation of the par-
ents’ countenauce, which is so observable in youug
persons ; thus inoulding the very outline of the feat-
ures into likeness to that of father and mother. So
the redeemed soul “shall see the King in his beauty,”
and feel the transforming power of the adoring con-
templation.

But how do we love him whom we have not seen?
This, too, admits of a familiar explanation. How is it
that Washington is an object of profound admiration
to millions in this and other countries who never saw
him? How is it that this veneration and respect,
gratitude and admiration, instead of diminishing with
the distance, rather becomes morc profoundly intense
in the breasts of all true patriots?  As une has well
remarked : “ We sometimes form a very strong attach-
ment to earthly friends whom we have never seen.
‘We hear of their works; we catch their spirit; we
sce numerous and most expressive manifestations of
it ; and our interest in them is scarcely less than if
we had seen them with these eyes. There are multi-
tudes of holy men, living and dead, for whom we
cherish the deepest affection andregard. Iow wmany
precious spirits among the patriarchs, prophets and
aposties do we admire and love; for our souls have
been trained and turned to gratitude, submission, ado-
ratiou, and praise, by the sweet words in which their
hearts once gushed and poured forth their devotions.
Hence we feel as if we knew them. In fact, we are
scarcely less acquainted with them than if we had
seen them.”

Yet while we know them much, we have known
Jesus more. 'The streains have been good, the founs
tain incomparably better. We have gone to them
for instruction. Their example has been valuable;
that of Jesus has been priceless. Their sympathy—
but we cannot begin to put it in comparison with that
of Him who can be touched with the feeling of all our
infirmities, and who was tempted in all points like as
we are—whase infinite heart goes to the bottom of
the deepest sorrows of cvery ome of his countless
children of every nation down through all ages.
And to crown all,Jesus gave himself for us by a death,
a self-sacrifice and agony. He took our place before

and underneash the sword of justice. We have not
seen him;-but we have seen and felt the proofs of his
unutterable love for us. We see such’grace and such
unsurpassed moral excellence—we eannot bur ad-
mire, love, and adore him No matter whether we
have seen him—we can love him and adore him, as
if there were nothing else to be loved or adored on
earth or in heaven.— Presbyterian Advocute.

COMMUNICATIONS.

From Bro. Hutchins.

Dear Bro. WaiTe:—As 1 am writing, I would
say for the encouragement of the saints scattered
abroad, that the Loid is still very merciful to his
children in Vermont. I have been holding meetings
(a part of the time in company with Bre. Sperry) for
several weeks past, in different parts of the State.
There is evidentily an increasing interest to hear the
evidences of our position. Some have recently be-
come obedient to the faith; and new fields are open-
ing for the spread of the last message of mercy.

The Tent-meetings held here in the Summer and
Fall, it is quite certain, did very much to break down
and remove prejudice against the truth.

The Review and the books and tracts vindicating
the cause of present truth, circulated by the brethren
and friends of the cause, are evidently doing a good
work. By reading the arguments in defense of our
faith, the mind of the reader has been opened to con-
viction ; and thus the way has been prepared for the
preaching of the last solemn message of mercy to this
world.

1 am deeply anxious that the friends of this bles-
sed, cheering message, should do all in their power
to spread these publications where they can benefit
the anxious inquirer for truth.

Our meeting of two days in this place has just
closed. Wo feel encouraged and strengthened from
this interview enjoyed together.

Yours in hope,

Johnson, Vt., Dec. 11¢h, 1854,

P.S. The Review and Herald 1 have read with
deep interest from the very first day after embracing
the message of the third angel ; and I expect to feel
no less interest in reading and circulating it,, than at
present, as long as it continues to publish the truths
that it now does.

I would further add, that if the publishers of the
so-call d “ Messenger of Truth” flatter themselves
that they are giving “meat in due season” to the
Lord’s household, that I think they are sadly mista-
ken; for the matter in that paper,in my huwble
opinion, is “like the chaff which the wind driveth
away.” “The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous;
but the way of the ungodly shall perish.’l’& .

A. S. HorcaIns,

From Bro. Grandy.

Dear Bro. WaiTE :—1It is through the goodness
of God that I am permitted to address a few lines to
you. I have now kept a few Sabbaths, and by the
blessing of God, I am determined to keep clear of the
mark of the beast and keep all of the commandments
of God, that I may be hid in the day of his indigna-
tion,

When my companion ordered our gaper to be sent
to Saratoga, I was not in the truth; but I had vowed
to the Lord that if the way was open for me to keep
the Sabbath I would do it. I couldnotdo it without
leaving the place where I was at work. I was satisfi-
ed that it was my duty to kees all of the command-
ments, and left my work ; and I bless God for the
light that he has given me. There are a few in thi§
place who are striving to be ready when the Lord
shall come. Pray for us that we may keep our eyes
on the word of God. J. H. GrRaNDY.

Dec. 10th, 1854,

¥rom Bro. Dunn.

Dzar Bro. WaiTk :(— Believing the readers of the
Review will be interested in hearing of the rise
and progress of present truth in Crawford Co.
Penn., 1 have concluded to send you for publication
a brief statement of the facts in the ease as they have
occurred. 1 was a inember of the Seventh-Day
Baptist Church in this place, and always had believed
thew in possession of more truth thanany other pro-
fessing Christian people. One year ago last August
1 1stened to a lecture on man’s mortality, in which
the speaker defied bis audience to find the phrases,
immortal soul, deathless spirit, and such like, in the
Bible ; anu I was perfectly astonished at the amount
of seripture adduced to sustain his position. The
impressions received upon this occasion, however, were
not lasting. Last Spring I commenced reading 2
work entitled, “ The Bible vs. Tradition,” in order to
prepare myself to meet the views of those holding
man’s complete mortality, and very soon became per-
foctly convinced that 1 was the one in error; and

that man is s unit being, wholly mortal, and made
alive by the power of God. Simce that time I have
been emerging from the cell of tradition. The Bible
o me is most emphatically a new book; its teach-
ings now appear to be most reasonable and harmo-
nious. The doctrine of man’s complete mortality,
the regurrection of the righteous to immortality at
the second appearing of Jesus, the earth restored to
its Eden state as the everlasting abode of the faithful,
are now {0 me, real and tangible, and furnish some-
thing substantial for hope to take hold of. Blessed
be God for the light of these present truths.

The Lord be praised that the scales have been re-
moved from my eyes, * that whereas I was blind
now I see.”” How thankful I feel for the privilege of
correcting my vain delusions—how precious the gos-
pel to those who believe and obey it.

More next week. T. H. Duny.

From Sister Eastman.

Dear Bro. Waite :—1 feel to praise God that
am permitted to live in this age o? the world when
light upon God’s word shines so clear. 1t is little
more than a year since I commenced keeping ali the
commandments of God, and I can say that the Sab-
bath which has been trodden under foot so long is a
delight, holy of the Lord. How true it is that the
change of the Sabbath to the first day of the week i
the work of man. I have had Catholics of learning
own to me that they had no proof from the Bible for
Sunday-keeping.

Brethren and sisters, let us refrain from the mark
of the Beast; for here are they that keep the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus. We nev-
er can eater the kingdom disobeying God.

There is only one here besides myself who keeps
the Sabbath. We meet together as often as we can,
and claim the promises of God. 1 have never heard
the present truth preached only through the &eview,
which comes to us a welcome messenger,

Yours striving to overcome.
Saran EASTMAN.

Dec. 6th, 1854.

From Bister Grems,

Dear Bro WhiTE:~I am now living amid the
wilds of the West, far from any of like precious
faith. In my father’s little household is no other
Sabbath-keeper; and as far as I am acquainted with
the inhabitants of the eountry, either by report or
personal acquaintance, I know of no one who, like
myself, is trying to keep all the commandments. But
this does not discourage me. My desires are ag
strong, and my determinations the same, to gain an
entrance into the city, that they were whenI was
amid the Advent friends.

The soul-cheering hope of soon seeing my Saviour,
buoys me up above the cares of this bitter life, and
gives me courage to press onward to the prize. Tru-
ly, now if ever, I fully realize thatI am but a pil-
grim and a stranger on earth; but I hope soon to
meet all the humble followers of Christ, where we
shall feel that we have an abiding place. I realize
that I am in the enemies’ land, that there are many
snares to entrap the would-be-watchful, many entice-
ments to induce the seeker after godliness to forsake
his object and wander in forbidden paths; and I
would ask the brethren and sisters who, Sabbath af-
ter Sabbath are permitted to meet together to pray
with and for each other, not to forget-to pray for one
who is denied the priceless privilege. Pray that she
fall not, but that God be her guardian while she so-
journs on earth, and enable her to bear the cross, and
at last permit her to wear the crown. May God
bless the Advent friends scattered abroad throughout
this dark world, and at last crown them in his king-
dom

" Isthe prayer of your sister.
Juria E. GREMS.

Minnesots, Nov. 12th, 1854.

Extracts of Letters,

Sister A. Barrows writes :—* Our hearts sympa-
thize with you, and while we realize in some degree
the eare resting upon you. we often feel sad, and pray
that God would sustain you with that grace and
wisdom you need. When I reflect that those wheo
have endured trials, and borne the burden and heat
of the day, will soon share a rich and glorious re-
ward forever in the kingdom of God, I do rejoice.
All tears will then be wiped away from all fuces.and
they will feel richly compensated as they -belold the
beauties and glorics of heaven. It will becheap enough,
I choose to suffer with them here, that T may share
in that blessed inheritance. This sometimes seems
too much for me to expect, yet I know that those
who faithfully keep God’s commandments will over-
cormne.

“The precious truths of the third message are
dear to my heart. I earnestly desire to so live out
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the truth that I may ever have the approbation of
God. 1 see a greater fullness in Christ for me to
enjoy, and higher attainments for me to acquire, 1
do fecl resolved to press my way forward, to serve
God with my whole heart, for I believe the tope of
the faithful will soon be realized.

“ We feel thankful for the Jnstructor. 1 think the
lessons it eontains are very instructive and profitale,
and I think it should be sustained. I suppose that
ere this your beloved sister sleeps in Jesus. My
heart was affected when T read her last exhortation to
us to be faithful, and I felt that T would strive to
meet her in that better land, where sickness, pain or
death can never come.”

Sister E. M. Barrows writes :—‘ We have no sym-
pathy with those who are exerting themselves so
much to crush some that have long stoodin the front
of the battle, and labored with untiring zeal in the
cause of God. We believe their career will be short,
O how much better for them had they made strait
paths for their feet and not tried to turn others out
of the way. The Lord cares for his people, and will
not suffer one of his little ones to perish. Those who
fully trust in him need have no fears of consequeneces,
knowing that these things will only be for the fur-
therance of the gospel.

“T have not forgotten your first visit to this place,
with what fervor of soul you and sister W. labored
to raise the standard that had fatlen in the dust on
account of some who were disorderly. Neither have
I forgotten the scene at the water side, how the bles-
sing of the Lord rested upon us as you led some of
us down into the water. These are bright spots in
our éxperience. We are indeed thankful to God
for the means that have been used for the advance-
ment of his cause.

“The Lord has worked for us of Jate. Some have
been added to our nunbers. My heart is encouraged
to trust in the Lord.

“The truth looks very excellent to me. This world
is dark and dreary, but the blessed hope of reaching
the saints’ happy home is indeed cheering. There
tears will be wiped away. There the saint that has
been borne down with trials will forever go free. O
praise the Lord! I want to be there.”

Bro. Gould writes from Lawrcnecburg, Ind.:—
“We would be glad to have some of the servants of
God come here and give us a course of lectures; as
there are some in this place who have never had an
opportunity of hearing lectures on present truth.”

E. J. Paine, writes from Barre, Dee. 10th, 1854:—
f“We are all striving to make our way home to mount
Zion. The Lord is at work in this vicinity. The
labors of Bro. Loughborough are being blessed. A
number are very much interested. 1 wish he or some
other tecturing brother would come this way soon.”

FOREIGN NEWS.

SiNce the terrible battle fought at Inkermann on the 5th
of November, in which the allies tost nearly 4,000 men, and
Russia nearly 10,000, neither party has been in a condition
to renew active bostilities. On that occasion both sides claim-
ed the viotory. The Russians were the attacking foree; the
battle raged from dewn till afterncon, when they retired to
Sympheropol, from whence they enme—the allies being una~
ble to pursue. No incident of importance hag ocourred since
then. The report of another battle on the 13th is discredited.
The urgent necessity of re-enforcements to the allies, to pre-
serve the very existence of their army, has called forth an un-
wonted degree of activity in England and France, and, ere
this, re-enforcements to the extent of 30,000 additional men
must be in position before Sevastopol, This will enable the
besiogers to resume their attack. Re-enforcements are, in
like manner, augmenting the Russian strength, and it is evi-
dent another great battle, or series of battles, must be fought,
before the fate of Sevastopol is decided The diplomatists of
Raussia, Austria, Prussia, and the lesser Germanic States, are
particularly active. England and France, have, however, ta-
ken a bigher tone than they have hitherto assumed, and have
notified tho German Governments that the western powers
no longer recognize the four points as a basis of negotiations ;
also, that they intend to hold the Crimea, and will, in their
own time, dictate terms of peace.

The English official papers continue to hold ont hopes of
Anstcia’s activo support to the English people, while the par-
tisan of Russia openly tells us, that Austria is preparing for
an alliance with the Czar, and as soon as she has her forces
rendy, the campaign will he opened against France.

The financial difficulties of Austria continue; inspite of the
voluntary loan, the premium of gold has riscn to 33 per cont,
just as in the time when the Hungarians were victorious, and
driving hefore them the armies of Jellachich and Windisch-
graatz, Still the military budget remains enormous. Co-
mern is to be mare strongly fortified, and the army absorbs
800,000 florins a day. How can such a state of things he en-
dured for any length of time ?

The “victory” of the 5th has disabled the allies from con-
tinuing the siege works; they have had to entrench them-
selves, while the bombardment has slackend. We hear noth-
ing more of an assault; but re-enforcements are expected,
and the besieging army will remain on the defensive until
they arrive.

The sudden gale of the 14th of November has, likewise,
done much mischief; about twenty-five transports have heen
wrecked, and the allied fleet is said to have suffered consider-

ably. The Egyptian Admiral has been drowned, and his
three-decker foundered close to Constantinople ; but a great
portion of the creiv was saved. According to Princé Menchi-
koff’s dispatches nothing of impertance has happened, hefore
or in Sevastopol, up to the 18th.

The English correspendence from the Crimes under date of
Nov. 6, says: Two hundred Russian prisoners were hrought
in last night, to the head-quarters camp. They wers hadly
wounded, many of them, and several di¥d during the night.

The work of hurying the dead and earrying the wounded to
Balaklava, occupied the day. The Russians are quiet. We
hear they have lost 10,000 men and three Geperals, We
must have men at onee, and abundance of them.

The Moniteur says the enemy, defeated at Inkermann, and
having sustained losses even more considerahle than were reo-
ported in Gen, Canrobert’s fornier account, has not interfered
with the siege operations, which are continuously carried on.

In the second dispatch it is stated that the Russian loss on
the 5th, must have reached 15,000 men, in killed and wound-
ed.
The allies had buried 5,000 Russians left dead on the field.

The English and Turkish re-enforcements had arrived on
the 8th, to the number of several thousand men.

Letters from Constantinople to the 20th state, that during
the previons ten days at least 15,000 men, to re-enforce the
allies; had sailed for the Crimea, or passed the Bosphorus on
their way thither.

CoNsTANTINOPLE, Nov. 20.—Thirty-two English trans-
ports were lost in the hurricane on the 14th inst. The Prince
and Sea Nympl foundered with all on board, Three mail
steamors have been stranded. The Sanspereil was driven
aghore, on fire from her machinery.

NEW WORKS,

THe AroNEMENT —This important work is now completed.
The subject on which it treats is second to no other in impor-
tanee; and no one who hopes for salvation through Jesus
Christ should neglect to study the great plan of salvation as
revealed in the Holy Secriptures. This work opens a wide
field of Bible truth and will be found a valuahle assistant in
the study of the great theme on which it treats, We com-
mend it to the notice of the friends of truth. Price 15 cts—
postage 2 cts. We can send 6 copies and pay the postage for
81

MaN NoT IMMORTAL : THE ONLY SHIELD AGAINST THE SE-
DUCTIONS OF MODERN SprriTvALlsMm.—This tract is just
completed. We know of no subject better ealculated to cor-
rect the errors of popular theology than the one embodied in
this work. Ifman is already in possession of immortality be
certainly need not seek it as a future reward. Ifdeath is the
gate hy which man enters everlasting joy, then the devil
“who has the power of death” is the door-keeper of heaven,
Morcover, the resurrection, instead of being the promised path
of life, is that event which brings tho man proper, from heav-
en hack to earlh again. Death, our last great foe, is now
made to take the place of the rcsurreetion, the only hope of
the chureh. And what ought to thoroughly arouse the at-
tention of all to this subject, is the. use which Satan Is making
of the popular doctrine of natural immortality. The land is
darkened with legions of evil spirits, purporting to be the im-
mortal souls of our departed fricnds. They are now seeking
to visit all classes of men for the purpose of destroying their
faith in the teachings of the Bible, nnd with the avowed oh-
ject of convincing men of the immortality of thesoul. They
confirm their mission with a great variety of wonders, and
seem to be the precursors of the hour of temptation. With-
out ths great truth that man is not immortal, and that the
dead know not any thing, none are prepared to stand against
these wicked spirits in kigh places. We commend the work
of Bro. Hall on the Immortality question as an able diseus-
sion of this great subject. Read it with candor, and arm
yourself with the truth of God, to stand against the wiles of
tho Devil. Price 12} cts—postage 1 cont.

“Why don’t you keep the Sabbath-day?®

A traet with the above title has been lately published at,
this office We wish to call especial attention to it at this
time. It consists entirely of extracts from Catholic writersin
answer to the important question, “Who changed the Sah-
bath-day ?” The tract furnishes ample evidence that the
first-day Sabbath is a Catholic institution, and the reader will
find it an excellont commentary on Dan. vii, 25.

———
Western Bills.

Our only way of disposing of Western Bank bills is to let
them go to the Broker at a discount of from 3 to 25 per cent.
This we have done for the last two months, and find it quite a
tax. Our Western friends will do us a favor to obtain East-
ern bills when convenicnt, Postage stamps ure as good as
mouney. Gold dollars may be enclosed in lettorsso ag to como
safe. But those who can ohtain nothing hetter for us than
Western hills, may send them without delay.

———
Business.

S. Howraxp. The money is received and the books sent
as you direct.
Corby, You will find your money receipted in No. 12.

J. M, SrepgENsoN. Sent you books by express Dec. 7th,
to Palyra, Jeff. Co., Wis.

J. E. Kerroce. The 81 on the Stark Bank, enclosed in
your lptter is worthless.

E. BEverrs. You did not give us the P. O, address of 8.
Dunklee ; s0 that we are not ahle to credit her money on our
Books.

E. N. Gates. The INSTRUCTOR is sent regularly to
Binghamton, Broome Co.

Books Sent.
To F. Wheeler, Berlin, Ct., by express.
¢ ITutohins and Sperry, Vergennes, Vt., by oxpress.
¢ Henry Lyon Battle Creek, Mich , by express.

e —————

‘Tract Fund Report.
Ameunt on hand Nev, 14th. $244,94.
Subsequent Donations, . . e . 13,19,
Total. $258,13.

Books deliv’d Wm. 8. Ingraham, Nev, 30th, 815,00,
" 3

J.N. Loughborough, Dec. 5th, 10,00

¢ ¢ J. M. Stephenson, “ Tth, 13,00.

i “ Joseph Bates, “ Oth, 12,00,

¢ “ F. Wheeler, ¢ 12th, 5,00,

“ % R.F. Cottrell, * 18th, 5,00.
Total. $60,00.
Remaining in Treasury. $198,13.
Awmount expended above reeent Donations. $12,87.

e —————
Publications.

Sabbath Tracts, Nos, 1, 2, 3 & 4—152 pp. 124 cts.—post
age 1 ct.

The Law of God: Testimony of Both Testaments:—132
pp 10 cts.~—postage 1 ct.

Why Don’t you Keep the Sabbath-day? Extracts from
Catholic works —-36 pp —4 cts.

Perpetuity of the Royal Law--5 cents,

THE Sanctuary and Twenty-three Mundied Days—76
pp.—B cts.~—postage 1 cent.

Review of O. R. L. Crozier—the Subbath—48 pp.—5 cts

The Signs of the Times; Spirit Manifestations a sign that the
day of wrath hasteth greatly—124 pp.—10 ots.—postage 1 ct.

The Two-horned heast, the United States—52 pp.—5 eents

Adventand Sabhath Hymns—30 cts.—postage 5 cts.

Supplement to Advent and Sabbath Hymns—5 cents,

Time and Prophecy—a Poew—25 cents—postage 6 cents

b v paper covers, 15 ¢ts. ¢ Tet.

A Word for the Sabbath—na Poew—5 cents.

History of the Sabbath—40 pp——4 cents

The 2300 duys and the Sanctuary-—32 pp.—5 cents.

Christian Experience and Views—6 cents

Supplement to Experience and Views—6 cents.

Solemn Appeal—Speedy Coming of Christ— 32 pp.—3 cts

True Picture—state of the Churches—16 pp.

The Sabbath by Elihu—16 pp.

Both Sides—on the Sabbath—16 pp.

The Sabbath by P. Miller Jr.—16 pp.

First-day of the week not the Sabbath—16 pp.

Review of Objections to the Sabhath—16 pp

Tracts of 16 pages each can be sent hy mail for one half
cent an ounce, in packages of not lessthan 8 ounces.

Sabbath and Advent. Miseellany——seven of the above Tracts
bound with paper eovers—10 cents-~postage 1 eent.

Volumes I-—IV of the REviEw, bound in paper covers, Vola
and 1I, 40 cents; Vols. IIT and IV, 75 cents.

Youth’s Instructor, Vol. [, in paper covers—25 conts.
———
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§2&7" The P. O. address of Joseph Bates, is Fairhaven, Mass
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Letters.

P.D. Lawrence, E. N. Harris, J. H. Grandy.
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