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The End of the Wicked.
BY SAMUEL BOURN,

[Wo had heard of Bourn's writings, but never
could get sight of them till 1847, wheu we accident-
ally came into possession of two volumes of his Ser-
mons, The following is an extract from his dis-
course on “ T'he Qospel Doctrine of Future Pun-
dshment,” published near a ceutury ago.—DBible B-
aminer.|

Tus Gospel Doctrine of a total everlasting de-
struction is much more adapted to bring sinners to
repentance than the doctrine of endless misery and
torment; because they may be convinced of the

" reason and justice of the former; but never can be
80 of the latter. And it is of the greatest impor-
tance that men be convinced, not only that they
shall suffer for thoir sins, but also that they shall
suffor jusily, and no more than their guilt deserves.
It is indeed highly requisite, that men should have
a profound reverence of the Supreme Being, and a
fearful apprehension of the punishment due to wick-
edness: but it is equally requisite, that this fear be
built upon a reasonable foundation, and a persuasion
of the justice of that punishment: it ought to be the
foar of a most righteous and merciful Governor, who
punishes in due measure, and to auswer a wise and
beneficent purpose; not of an unjust and merciless
tyraut, “ who punishes without measure or end to
satisfy an implacable and eternal resentiment.” The
former is a motive proper to bring sinnets to repent-
ance, by convincing them, that if they persist in their
wickedness, it will become right and fit in the great
Governor of the world, and requisite to the ends of
his goodness, to punish and destroy them for ever,in
order to put an end to their wickedness; and for an
example to others, But the doctrine of an eternal
preservation in the most dreadful torments is not
proper to bring men to repentauce, or to promote
virtue iu the world. On -the contrary, this anti-
christian doctrine hath actually produced much
wickedness, and of the worst kiud, and hath served
also to harden men in it.

The more we study human nature, and under-
stand what influence different principles have upon
the temper and conduct of mankind, and are ac-
quainted with the religious history of the christian
warld, the more we shall'be convinced of this. When
men have been guilty of enormous crimes, or aban-
doned themselves to some vicious courses, but at
length begin to think of another world, and what
their own condition will be after death; then, to be
persuaded of the righteous judgment of God, and
that he will punish impenitent sinners in a _terrible
and exemplary mauner, but no more than their ini-
quities deserve, or than the ends of goverument and
the purposes of wisdom and goodness require: this
persuasion will lead them to a true repentance, as it
implies a conviction of the mischievous, heinous and
critninal natare of their own actions, and teads to

inspire them with au abhorrence and dread, not of
God, but of their own wickedness and ill deserts, and
with a veneration and esteem of the Almighty Gov-
ernor of the world for his very justice, though it
condemns them ; because they believe that his in-
tention in punishing is to prevent the progress of
wickedness; and put an end t» misery; not to make
wickedness and misery immortal. The fear of God
is cousistent with the love of him, and with the
highest confidence in his paternal goodness and sav-
ing merecy ; hence they naturally reflect upon their
own disingenuity and ingratitude, in transgressing
the will of the wisest and best of Governors. And
this temper is the true spirit of repentance towards
God, and the spring of humility, justice and charity
toward men.

But on the other hand, if they believe that God
will punish beyond all bounds of justice, and will
preserve condernned sinners alive for ever, in order
to wreak upon them an insatiable eternal vengeance ;
and that it is his design not to extirpate and destroy,
but to preserve and increase wickedness and misery
in the creation; this opinion, the more seriously they
attend to it and believe it, the more it will prevent
true repentance: it can only serve to coufound the
mind, to absorb aud destroy the best principles of
true religion, and particularly to exclude from the
heart all love cf God and all confidence in his jus-
tice and goodness. For Jet men pretend what they
will, they cannot esteem, love, and confide in a ty-
rant, or a being whose will and pleasure is to make
wickedness and misery endlesy. They may be hyp-
ocrites through fear, and profess love with tleir

" mouths; but secretly and in their hearts they will

have an aversion to him: they will hate God more
than themselves, and abhor his government more
than their own sins and ill deserts. At best, this
opiniou will'only produce a slavish dread and terror
which may compel men to worship God against
their inclination, and praise him with their lips, while
their hearts are not only estranged from him but ut-
terly averse to him,

It is indeed readily allowed, that this opinion may
have driven some men to have used certain means,
by which to avoid that relentless and insatiable ven-
geance, which they impiously asctibed to God. But
by what means? Not by repentance and the prac-
tice of sobriety, humanity and charity; but by pen-
ances, pilgrimages, unctions, auricular confessions,
priestly absolutions, and all the losw tricks of super-
stitiou; which correspond to the base and nnworthy
notions they had formed to themselves of the Su-
preme Being. Or else, where it made a more deep
and violent impression, it hath driven men to a
gloomy Dbitterness of temper, aund inspired them with
a dark and fierce enthusiasm; and they have sought
to compensate for their vices, to appease the deity,
and recommend themselves to his favor, by a furl-
ous bigoted zeal for a particular church or party, and
by hating and persecuting others, whom they vainly
and presumptuously styled enemies to God and re-
ligion.

Such have been the real and natural consequences
of this anti-christian doctrine.  For according to
men’s sentiments of God and of the designs and
measures of his government, such hath been the in-
fluence of religion on their temper and conduet, if
they have not framed to themselves a God after
their own evil hearts, they have framed their own
hearts agreeable to that false and evil character,
which they were taught to ascribe to ttod. And
when they have believed the Deity to love and hate,
to elect and reprobate nations, parties, or individu-
als, without reason or regard to the ends of good
government, and to pursue those whom he hath

thus reprobated, with an endless aud insatiable re-
sentient; they themselves have become more arbi-
trary, bigoted, fierce, unmercifil, and more addicted
to hate and persecute their fellow creatures, all who
were not of their own church, and whom they sup-
posed to be reprobated of God. It is hardly credi-
ble, that inhumanity and cruelty would ever have
been carried to such excess in the Christian world,
as they actually have been, had they not derived
countenance and support from the anti-christian and
barbarious notions. Tyrants and persecutors, if they
have not invented these doctrines, yet have applied
them to excuse to their own consciences, and vindi-
cate to others, the most iniquitous and cruel pro-
ceedings; and when they have made the very worst
use of their power in persecuting good men, at least
men who have deserved no such punishment, they
have persuaded themselves and others, that they
were acting like the Deity, espousing his cause aud
maintaining his character and his glory. .

The court of inquisition, -as established in many
countries, and so far as it differs from civil courts of
judicature, is declared by the authors and maintaiu-
ers of it to be the nearest imitation of the divine tri-
bunal; and it is avowedly founded upon and justi-
fied by the doctrines of reprobation and of efernal
torments. Jews, infidels, and heretics are judged in
that court to be criminals, and are condemned. And
how do they vindicate this procedure; but by sup-
posing them to be all reprobated and abhorred of
God? And they execute them, not by a quick des-
patch, but by the most lingering torments. What
then do they plead for this cruelty; but that it is
an act of Faith, that they are doing the work of
God, and that he will expose those wretches 1o the
like torments for ever? Thns they conquer nature
by Faith, as they express it: that is, they extinguish
all sense of justice and relentings of merey in their
own nature, and harden themselves in iniquity and
barbarity, by the belief of these very doctrines we
are exposing : and by thewn they defend themselves
in the face of the world, and give a color and sauc-
tion of religion to the most enormous wickedness.

The only way to promote sobriety, justice, human-
ity, and every virtue in the world, is by represent-
ing truly and recommending strongly the characters
of the Deity and his government, as contained in
the real doctrines of our Saviour and his apostles:
that he is the most just and merciful Father and
Governor of all mankind; who will by no means
clear the guilty, or suffer the ir.penitent workers of
iniquity to escape, but will assuredly punish them
with an everlasting destruction from his owu pres-
ence and by his own glorious power; but who in all
the uleasures of his government intends the best
ends, and to promote the good of the whole; to de-
stroy forever, not to preserve forever, the souls of
the wicked; to make virtue and happiness, not wick-
edness and misery, everlasting. This belief of relig-
ion will have a most happy effect, in reclaiming men
from vice and exciting them to virtue, and is every
way proper to engage our reverence of God and our
charity to all men, to make us love the Lord our
God, and serve him with all our heart, and soul,and
mind, and strength; which is our highest excellence
and happiness,

To sum up the whole in a few words.~To iu-
crease wickedness and misery in the creation, aud to
make them endless, is the work and design of the
devil. To impute the same design to the all-perfect,
and ever-blessed God, is no better than the greatest
impiety. And to imagine that such a doctrine can
do any good in the world, is great weakness and
folly.  Some men are amazingly forward, even while
they praise God with their mouths, to harbor an ill-
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opinion of Him im their hearts, and suspect Him of
having mnjust or cruel designs. The timidity and
melancholy of some, and the artifice and tyranny
of others, lay the ground-work of such diabolical de-
lusions. But Christians should know better: and if
they have not been taught otherwise, if they are yet
ignorant of the truth as it is in Jesus, and have not
t%e knowledge of God their most righteous Govern-
or and merciful Father in heaven, it is high time
they should learn to understand their own religion.

The true doctrine of the Gospel is more Lonora-
ble in the Supreme Governor of the world, maintains
the perfect consistency of His justice and merey, and
shows that the measures of His government are cal-
culated to prevent, desiroy, and extirpate wickedness
and misery, to purge at last the whole creation from
every evil, to collect together, as our Saviour express-
es it, all things that offend and them which do ini-

uity, and cast them into a furnace of fire, where
3hey shall be utterly consumed and never more ex-
ist. John, the forerunner of Christ, describes him
by the sublime character and office of being the min-
ister of divine justice and merey to mankind, whose
{an is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his
floor, aud gather the wheat into his garner, but burn
up the chatf with unquenchable fire, that is, utterly
destroy it; then wickedness and misery shall cease
for ever, death shall be destroyed, and destruction
itself come to an utter end.

The practical language of the New Testament
corresponds to the doctrine as before explained : and
it remains that we attend to the Gospel admonitions,
to choose the way of life, that our souls may live,
and avoid the fatal paths that lead to eternal de-
struction. The gate of the former is straight and
the way narrow, and it is requisite to strive to gain
that important pass. But if it was a right hand or
eye, that is an obstacle preventing our entrance into
life eternal, it is better to part with it and cast it from
us, than with it to perish forever. For what is a
man profited, if he coull gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul, his own life and being forever?
Or what can possibly be given to & man of equal
value in exchange for his own life and being? It
is not a foew years in this world, but life and death
absolute and eternal which are set before us. This
is the very condition of our existence: there is mo
possibility of avoiding the momentous choice: and
there is some difficulty in determining aright; and
more in adhering to that determination. But the
first thing requisite is to convince ourselves thorough-
ly of the vast importance of our present conduct,
and to have our minds awake and eyes open to Jook
before us, and attend to the final consequences of
things. As it is vot easy for children to be persuad-
ed, or bring themselves to apprehend, what is requi-
site or pernicious to their future health and life in
this world ; 80 men are not easily aware of the eter-
nal consequences of their present actions. There are
80 many things to bribe their judgment, or divert
their attention, or benumb their hearts, or alter their
resolutions, that the gate is found to be wide and
the way hroad that leadeth to destruction, and ma-
ny go in theveat; and it is not without some diffi-
culty that any are reclaimed and brought back into
the way of life. Are there few that be saved?—is
a question to which no answer ought to be expected,
but those persuasions to use our best endeavors, and
those descriptions of the qualifications requisite to
salvation, which are'to be found so frequent, so clear,
and so cogent, in the writings of the Gospel, that
we would flee from the wrath to come, and let the
goodness and patience of God lead us to repentance;
and not after the hardness and impenitence of our
hearts, troasure up for ourselves wrath against the
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judg-
ment of God; but on the contrary, by a patient con-
tinuance in well-doing, seek for honor and immor-
tality, that we may gain eternal life; and that we
do not through corrupt prejudices mistake the way
of salvation, and what we must do to inherit eternal
life; but if we would enter into life, keep the com-
mandments of Gud; that we would not deceive our-
selves with a vain show and empty professions; for
God is not mocked, and whatsoever 8 man soweth,
{hat shall he reap: he that soweth to the flesh, shal]
of the flesh reap corruption, but he that soweth to
the spirit, shall of the spirit reap au incorruptible

and immortal life. Do ye not know, says the Apos-
tle, thgt the unrighteous shall not inherit the king-
dom of God? Be uot deceived; neither fornicators,
nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor effeniinate, nor
abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor-
tioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. Our
blessed Saviour hath most plainly and authentically
specified the terms of our acceptance with God, and
the duties requisite to salvation: and whosoever
heareth Lis sayings and doeth them builds his hope
of eternal life on au immovable foundation} but
hearing and not doing, professing and not practicing,
believing and not obeying, or to speak more proper-
ly, pretending to believe and have Faith separate
from works of obedience, is only beaping up to our-
selves the greater confusion and ruin. The grand
event, the sublime mystery of a world to come,
and of eternal life and death, is revealed in the Gos-
pel with such perspicuity of doctrine, and force of
application, as cannot fail to impress an attentive
mind, and have a powerful effect. The favor ordis-
pleasure of the Almighty Governor of the universe;
glory and immortality, or misery and destruction;
everlasting life, or death eternal, are solemnly pro-
pounded to the belief, choice, or pursuit of mankind:
and the way to avoid the one and obtain the other
clearly deseribed.

Let us wisely attend to these things, which are
alone of infinite moment to us, and not Jet thera slip
out of our minds, or be chioked with the cares of this
world and the deceitfulness of riches; that we may
escape the condemnation of the wicked, even ever-
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and may inherit that eternal life, which is the gift of
God (and which may God of his infinite mercy grant
us) through Jesus Christ our Lord.

THE THIRD PQINT.

Tax Jatest advices from Vienva give information
that the Conference of the several Powers, hav-
ing agreed upon the first and second points, had
passed over the third, while waiting instructions from
their governments at home. The Third point has
respect to the power of Russia in the Black Sea.
England and France would desire to secure from
Russia, as a condition of peace, a pledge to reduce
her fleet, and to dismantle the fortress of Sebastopol.
Russia has consented to any reasonable terms, which
do not bring into question her sovereignty on her
own territory, but to destroy her own forts at the
dictation of her enemies, and so to cripple her own
nieans of defenee and offence, is a degradation to
which Russia will not consent. Indeed it seems ab-
surd for the Allies to demand that Russia should do
to herself, what they have most signally and disas-
trously failed to accomplish during a whole cam-
paign. But for the Allies to make peace without
carrying this point, and thereby admitting that they
are unable to cripple Russia, in the field or in the
cabinet, will be in the highest degree disgraceful to
them, and would doubtless meet the general condein-
nation of the peopls of Englard and France.

Some of the foreign papers, and one or two of
our own, have rumors of peace as immediately at
hand. We confess it s hard to find any justifica-
tion for such expections in progress of negotiations,
or in the events transpiring in the Crimnea. Indeed
affairs Jook more like corning to a deadlock, than
like making progress toward peace. In the inean-
time, an immense Russian army is on its way to the
Crimea. The Holy Synod of St. Petersburgh has
issued an appeal to the people, wiging upon them
to devote themselves body and soul to sustain the
Emperor in the great struggle to maintain the glo-
ry of the crown, and the integrity of the empire.
We make a single extract from this appeal:

« Inhabitants of the country and of hamlets, you
who arm for the defence of the church, of the throne,
and of the natal soil, oppose to impious legions your
powerful Russian breasts, in which beat hearts de-
voted to the faith of your ancestors and to the or-
thodox antocrat! But in preparing yourselves for
the combat, place, above all things, your confidence
in God, who gives invincible strength to those who
execute his will, and remember that that which most
terrifies your enemies is your holy religion, your pure

conseience, your obedience to supreme authority as
to God himself—to your masters and to your chiefs
as to your parents. It is in the obedience which is
agreeable to God, that dwells all the strength of
the Russian empire.

“ Fathers and mothers! you have before your eyes
a sublime example in the imperial family; the Grand
Dukes, blessed by their august parents, will hasten
to the field of battle for your personal defence; is it
for you now to hesitate to send you children there,
at the request of the Czar? Say to them:—Chil-
dren, take there your place, for the defence of our
common mother, the divine church, and of the moth-
er that nuised us—the Russian soil; your earthly
parents bless you, and the church will pray for you”

With such 2 spirit as this animating the Rnssian
Empire, it is plainly impossible for the new Cazar to
humble himself before the Allies, especially when as
yet they have made no progress in compelling him
to terms.

The Gospel without the Law.

TeEeRE is what is properly enough ealled, preach-
ing the gospel. There is a great deal of it inall prot-
estant countries. Yet for many years it seems to
have been comparatively powerless to the conversion
of sinners, The question is even asked, how long
ere our churches will be extinet, unless the propor-
tion of additions to losses turn in their favor, and
that soon. And why, it is with rcason asked is
there so general an inditference to religion, not to
say contempt ofit? Why so little of that real se-
riousness, which is at least, part of the essence of a re-
ligious temper, which certainly marked the character
of our forefathers, and which must always accompa-
ny the fear of God, and a just sense of eternal things?

Probably one great reason of all this, is that the
Law of God and the truths that circle round it, are
not fully and forcibly enough preached. We who
are ministers do not present the law in all its de-
mands. We do not, enough, make it seen and felt,
that God’s Law claims every one’s entire and unqual-
ified obedience and submission, even to the thoughts
and intents of the heart. We do pot carry back the
demand to the first dawn of the hearer’s reason and
conscience, and lay that holy law along side of all
the dark past of his life, from the beginning till
now. We do not strip sinners of the throusand and
one refuges of lies to which they flee, to justify or
to excuse themselves for not having kept the law, or
even to make it out that they have kept it sufficiently
well, We do not, as we should, open the gates of
the bottomless pit before their eyes, and by the light
of those eternal fires, make them read for themselves
the inscription written in letters of flame, “This is
the place of torment.”

Again, we are apprehensive that we do not realize
and set before men, as fully as we ought, the utter
alienation of their hearts by nature from all that
God requires, We believe the dootrine; that is, it is
in our creed, and so. according to the rules of the
world. the credit of believing the doctrine belongs to
us. And sometimes perhaps we do deliver it, but its
full force and significance we do not habitually feel
and deliver.

Are not these the true reasons why our churches,
instead of filling up with Lumnble converts, are dimin-
ishing ?  Does not this account, in part at least, for
the exceeding distance of men’s minds and thoughts
from God and eternity 2 Does not this in a measure.
account for the snerely deeent religious exterior of
some. the open irreligion of others, the absorbing
worldliness of the many, and the fraud and violence
perpetually breaking out over all the land, like the
eruptions of a volcano ?

1t is worse than of no avail to sing the song of re-
deeming love, unless the trumpet have first rung ef-
fectually the thunders of Sinai! Of what use to as-
sure forgiveness Lo one who fecis no particular need
of forgiveness? What is a feast to a full man ?
What 1s wine to him that has * well drunk?” What
is the best physician to the hale and hearty, to whom
sickness and death are not only distant, but unreal-
ized? What is civil pardon to the good eitizen, who
is at large and about his business as usnal, and knows
he has violated no law ?

Not only the gospel, but even the office of preach-
ing it is made contemptible, by sinking the moral law
out of sight. Restore the law to its place ; make its
terms the actual terror of men’s hearts, and pentc-
costal seasons will return. Converts will be multi-
plied. Public conscience will become a reality, Fash-
ionable religion, along with fashionable vice, will hide
its diminished head. Public men will shun commer-
cial and politieal fraud, as they would shun the fires
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of perditien. The work of preaching the gospel with
all ity self-denials, will be in honor, and the best tal-
ent, as well as the purest piety, will offer itself for
the service. J.—[ Oberlin Evangelist.

Remarks:—Every one who is conversant with the
Bible and the preaching of the present day, must as-
sent to the truthfalness of the above, and if the
Evangelist were like to produca any reform on that
point I should heartily wish it God speed. T was
struck on reading it with the difference between the
sentiments of the writer and those of some of the

reachers of what is termed the * Oberlin School.” I

eard one declare while preaching on this subject, in
this State, that the keeping of the letter of the Law
leads to death! I was'led to wonder how wide a
departure, in his opinion, from the strict letter of the
Law of God is necessary to ensure cternal life; and,
surely, the great majority must be saved, according
to such teaching, for the departures from the plain,
literal reading of God’s Law are both frequent and
broad enough to please the most rigid Antinomian.
And T wondered further if the said preacher remem-
bered reading in Prof. Finney's writings that every
law had its letter and spirit; this relating to the ex-
ternal observance, and that to the internal: that the
lotter might be kept without the spirit, but the spir-
it of a law could not be kept without observing the
letter.

But it is easy to perceive the cause of the dilem-
ma—it is the fourth commandment. In vain may
the press and the pulpit unite their efforts; they can
never “ restore the law to its place,” until they cease
(o break, and teach others to break, the holy Sab-
bath. In vain will they seek to awe by * the thunders
of Sinal,” so long as they try to make the law de-
livered on Sina] enforce Sunday keeping. The peo-
ple will not regard it—they will not tremble before
it as long as this inconsistency is manifested in the
lives and doctrines of those who profess to teach in
God’s name. I hope all will carefully read the re-
marks above, as they present a brief but striking
view of the deplorable state of the charches and the
world at the present time, with the evident reason
why they occupy such a fearful position.

J.H. W,

Oshkosh, Wis., April, 1855,
et

Communication from Bro. Whesler.

Dear Bro. Warre:—I would say for the encour-
agement of the dear saints scattercd abroad. that the
Lord is still with the remnant here in the East, who
are striving to obey the last message of mercy to
this perishing world. I have during the past Win-
ter, visited most of the brethren in western Massa-
chusetts and Connecticut. and also spent some tiine
among the Seventh-day Baptists in Rhode Island ;
and found some among them guite interested to hear
en the subject of the Lord’s near coming. I have al-
so visited most of the brethren in Maine and some
other places.

Ifindthechurches whereI havelabored,united (with
very few exceptions) in the truth, and striving to heed
the Apostle's injunction, to © mark them which cause
divisions and offences contrary to the¢ doctrine which
ye have learned, and avoid them.,” Asa general
thing there appears to be a rising in spirituality, and
a growth in grace among them, But yet I fear that
there is too much indifference, too much holding on
to the things and spirit of the present world.

There is power in the present truth when fully be-
lieved and obeyed, to cut us loose froin the present
world ; to make us fres in the Lord, and give us the
blessed assurance of soon entering our eternal home.
There is, [ find. in many places quite an ear to hear
on the reasons of our hope; many who seem to be
enquiring, Are these things so? On the other hand,
there arc inany ready to oppose, but truth is mighty
and will eventually triumph; and those who ave
found obeying the truth will triumph with it.

How conflicting are the positions taken by the op-
ponents of the truth. They tell us if we keep the
Sabbath we are fallen from grace ; for Paul says. say
they, that Christ iy become of no effect unto you;
whosoever of you are justitied by the law ; ye are
fallen from grace. Gal. v, 4. And then if this does
not satisfy the enquirer after truth that it is wrong
to keep the Sabbath, they will quote Rom. xiv, 5
% One man esteemeth one day above another, another
esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully
persuaded in his own mind.” Now say they, every
day includes the Sabbath with the other days, and
Paul says it don’t make any difference whether we

regard it or not. If we regard the day to the Lord it
is well ; and if we do not regard the day it is just as

well.  Now let us pat their positions together. First.  thev excusad themselves.
they make Paul teach in Galatians that if we keep | fuast

the Sabbath we fall from grace. Second, he teaches
the Romans that they might do as they choose keep
it or not. How strangely indifferent Paul mnst have
been to the wellfare of the Roman church! Entirely
immaterial with him whether they fell fiom grace or
not!!! But unfortunately for their argument Paul
does not speak of the Sabbath or the law of God, the
ten commandments, in either of the above quotations.
Surely error marks out to itself many crooked ways:
while truth moves onward in one straight course.

The word of God presents to man a royal law
growing out of the relation that we sustainto him as
our Creator ; and the relation we sustain toeach oth-
er. This law the apostle proves all to have broken.
“For all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God 37 | Rom. iii, 23 ;] and “sin is the transgression
of thelaw.” 1 John il 4. Frowm sin we are jus-
tified through faith in Christ, the great sacrifice who
has been set forth as the propitiation for the sins of
the whole world. Rom. 1ii, 25 ; 1 Johnii, 2 § iv, 10.
And being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Having the Spirit
of Christ implanted in vl (for if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ he is none of his) we likc him de-
light to keep the commandments of God, the Father,
and the teachings of his Son. Or in other words we
retain our justification by a faith made perfect by
works or obedience. How much of the Spirit of
Christ we need in these last days! The more®we
have of his Spirit, the more we shall delight todo the
commandments of God. We need much of the Spir-
it of Christ that we may thereby exhibit the excel-
lency of those truths we profess to believe,

I still feel to rejoice in God for his goodness to me;
and I feel strong in the glorious hope of soon seeing
the King in all his beauty. How cheering to the
way-worn pilgrim is that “ blessed hope.” Without
this hope how dark the prospect now before us!
While the nations of the earth are preparing them-
selves for war, and the dark cloud of the great day
of Jehovah’s wrath seems gathering in the distance,

and the ery of distress and suffering are borne on.

every breeze, the eye of faith beholds beyond these
dark scenes, the bright glories of an eternal day.

The evidences are thickening around us daily that
earth’s great drama is about to close, What is done
for the salvation of our fellow men must be done
quickly. Then let us gird on the gospel armor anew
for the closing conflict. The truth of God must be
our shield and buckler. With our fect firmly plant-
ed on the commandments of God and the faith of Je-
sus, we may hope to abide the storm and reign with
Christ for ever. Surely in view of these things it be-
comes us to search our own hearts and to know that
our ways please God. It is the power of the truth
we need. A living active faith that manifests itself
daily in a holy life and a godly conversation. In the
Spirit of Christ I desire to lahor, having his love the
moving principle in all my efforts, that when he shall
appear I may be prepared to receive some humble
place among the blessed, and participate in the glor-
jes of the earth made new.

Yours in hope.

Washington, N, H,, Apr. 2Tth, 1855,

P. S. T have consulted with the brethren here with
regard to the proposed change in the terms of the
Review. All seem desirous of having a weekly pa-
per. and in favor of the praposed change in the terms.
Let the price be fixed so that the paper wnay be sus-
tained and you relieved from the perplexing embar-

rassment under which you have so long labored.
F.oW.

F. WHEELER.

et —
The Best Excuses the Worst.

Tae common disposttion of impenitent sinners to
excuse themselves from the privileges offered in the
gospel, is not only wicked in jtself, and dangerous in
its tendency, but it is pre-eminently foolish. There
is nothing valuable to be gained by the most plausi-
ble and forcible excuses. A thoughtful mind may
easily see this.

Let us suppose that a sinful man has an excuse
and a really good one. Let us even suppose that the
excuse is sustained as valid at the bar of God. 'This,
surely, is as strong a supposition as any sinful soul
could desire. Now what would result fromit? 7The
certain loss of the sinner’s soul! We too seldom
think of this.” We too seldom think of the sinful soul
as already lost ; and of the gospel as the remedy.
Yet this Is the just view of the case. The gospel is a
privilege ; and a man excused from exercising a priv-
ilege is excused at his own loss. The gospel is sal-
vation ; and to be excused from salvation is to lose
salvation.

ook at the matter in the light of the Saviour’s
parable.  Many were bidden to a Great Supper ; and
If 2 man is invited to a
and excuses himself whose loss is it? If a
radvoad train is hurrying on to some fearful precipice,
and the voice of warning is raised, and the passengers
cry out. “excuse us, we have no time to listen;”
whose loss ig it 2 If dangerous disease seizes a man’s
system and a physician prescribes the only adequate
remedy, and the patient says, “excuse me,” whose
loss is it ? Ifa man is in a burning house asleep,
and a friend awakes him, entrcats him to make haste,
tells him that the danger is increasing, assures him
that his hopes, one by one, are cut off, and calls out
that if he is not even now in earnest he must perish ;
and he tarns slothfally on his bed and exclaims, * ex-
cuse me,” who suffers ?

Is it any better when a guilty soul, already under
the curse of God’s violated law, is urged to flec to
Christ for salvation, and pleads “I pray thes have
me excosed 7’ Snrely men do not consider that they
are already lost; that Christ came to save ; and that
whatever keeps the soul from coming to Christ, keeps
it from heaven. To do nothing, is to perish; to be
excused, is to perish. Such thoughts should put an
end to all excuses. The better 2 man’s excuses are,
the worse. The more power an excuse has over a
man’s mind to keep him still; to prevent his pray-
ing; to prevent his repenting; to prevent his coming
humbly to Jesus, the more certainly will they secure
his perdition. A poor excuse has less power to blind
the mind, than a plausible one ; and since every suc-
ces<ful excuse is fatal, the best excuses are likely to
be most fatal. Can the spirit of making excuses be a
go0d one, when its most successful excuse is the deep-
est ruin of the soul ?—Presb. of the West.

Pray that Sermon.

A young licentiate, after throwing off a highly
wrouglit, and, as he thought, eloquent gospe] sermon,
in the palpit and presence of a venerable pastor. solic-
ited of his experienced friend the benefit of his criticism
upon the performance. “ I have butjust one remark to
make,” was his reply, “and that is to request you to
pray that sermon,” “ What do you mean, sir 77 ~[
mean literally just what I say, pray it, if you can,
and you will find the attempt a better criticism than
any I can make upon it.” The request still puzzled
the young man, beyond measure; the idea of pray-
ing a sermon wasa thing henever heard or conceiv-
ed of; and the singularity of the request wrought pow-
erfully on his imagination and feelings. He resolved
to attempt the task. He Jaid his manuscript before
him, and on his knees before God undertook to make
it into a prayer, But it would’nt pray; the spirit of
prayer was not in it, and that, for the very good rea-
son—as he then clearly saw for the first time—that
the spirit of prayer and piety did not compose it. For
the first time, he saw that his heart was not right
with God ; and this conviction left him no peace until
he had “ Christ formed in him the hope of glory.”
With a renewcd heart, he applied himself anew to the
work of composing sermons for the pulpit; preached
again in the presence of the pious pastor who had giv-
en such timely advice, and again solicited the benefits
of hiseritical remarks. *‘I have noremarks to make,”’
was h,is complacent reply, “ you can pray that ser-
mon.’

The singular advice of this shrewd pastor would
not be inappropriate to correspondents of a religious
newspaper, especially when they write on controver-
sial topics. If they would always pray their articles,
fromn beginning to end, before they forward them, their
diseussions would doubtless elicit a great deal more
truth and a great deal less of ill-feeling. By observing
this rule they would give editors also the delightful
satisfaction of believing that they are dding more good
than harm by the publication of their articles. We
suggest this as an important practical hint to our cor-
respondents, hoping that their piety and good sense
will not overlook or neglect it.— Hatchman of the
Valley.

JEsTs UPON ScripTURE.—It iS very common with
some persons, says the Christian Messenger, to raise
a laugh by means of some Indicrous story connected
with a text of Scripture. Sometimes it isa play on
the words, a pun; at other times a blunder ; and not
seldom, a downright bmpurity. Whatever be its
form, even when lightest, it is no veniat offence, lead-
ing as it does to profane contempt of God’s word,
Those who practice this, have never been celebrated
for genuine wit. The laughter which they call forth
is provoked solely by the unexpected contrast be:
tween the solemn words of Scripture and some droll
idea. "There is no real wit in the case; and the dull-
est persons in society are most remarkable for these

attempts.
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The evils arising from this practice are greater than
appear at first.

It leads, in general, to irreverence to Scripture.
No'man would jest with the dying woids of his fath-
er or his mother; yet the words of God are quite as
solemn. When we have heard a comic or vulgar tale
connected with a text of Scripture, such is the power
of association, that we newer hear the textafterwards
without thinking of the jest., The effect of this is
obvious. e who is much engaged in this kind of
false wit will come at length to have a large portion
of Holy Scripture spotted over by his unclean fancy.

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

“Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”

"ROCHESTER, THIRD DAY, MAY 15, 1865.

MEETINGS AT BATTLE CREEK.

Tue Conference, Apr. 28th and 29th, was a

meeting of interest to God’s people. DBut few came
in fromn abroad, yet there were as many present as
could bo well convened for social meetings in a pri-
vate house. Social meetings were spirited and ex-
cellent, and the word preached had free course, and
confirmed the souls of the disciples, and convicted
others, Here we parted with our beloved Bro, Hall
of Wisconstu, and his companion, who returns to his
field of labor in that State,
* The brethren in Battle Creek and vicinity are
generally awake to the wants of the cause, and are
anxious to establish the Review Orrrce in that
place. They are able and willing to do so, and man-
ifest much anxiety to relieve us of those cares and
ryesponsibilities which we have too long borne. The
climate, water, prices of rent, fuel, provisions, &e.,
seemn favorable to the location,

We remained with the church in Battle Creek
over Sabbath, May b5th. It was expected by all
that thete would be preaching, In this we were
disappointed, although there were three present
who preach constantly. The Lord took the lead of
the meeting in an especial manuver, and manifested
his power and goodoess in our midst. The eaints
were filled with joy and gratitude to God for the en-
couragement and instruction given at this meeting.

. James WaIts.
Jackson, Mich., May 8th.

FASTING AND PRAYER.

Crrasr in his sermon on the Mount, [Matt. vi]| 7

introduces the duties of alms-giving, prayer and fast-
ing. He reproves the manner of the hypocrites in
these things, and points out the right way, We
think it wiil be adin‘tted by all truth-seekers that
all three of these duties are still binding on the
church. We see no reason why one should cease
and the others continue.

The manner of fasting is introduced s follows:
# Moreover, when ye fast, be not as the hypocrites of
a sad countenance; for they disfigure their faces,
that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily, 1
say unto you, They have their reward. But thow,
when thou fastest,. anoint thine head, and wash
thy face, that thou appear not unto men to fast; bus
unto thy Father which is in seéret: and thy Father
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”

The motive of the hypoerite is reproved in ap-
pearing unto others to fast. Instead of disfiguring
their faces on such occasions, Christ taught his disci-
ples to appear natural, that they might not appear
unto men to fast. That they might on such ocea-
sions appear natural, as their cnstom was: they
should ancint the head, &c. As anointing the head
is introduced that they should not appear unto men
to fast, we conclude that it is not now a duty; for, if
a3 often as we fast, we should anoint the head, we
should appear to all to fast. 'Though the ancient
custom of anointing the head does not now exist,
the duty of fasting remains the same as well as
prayer and giving alms.

Luke records the fact that Anna the prophetess
served God with fastings and prayer day and night.
Chap. 1, 36, 37.

Christ says, [ Matt. xvii, 21,] ¢ Howbeit, this kind

oeth not out, but by prayer and fasting.” Fasting,

in caunection with prayer, is here made of great im-
portance,

1t is said of Corneliug, [Acts x,] that he was a
« devout man, and one that feared God with all his
house, which gave much alms to the people, and
prayed to God always. He was told by an angel
while in a vision, that his prayers and alms had come
up for a memorial before God. When visited by
the holy angel, he was engaged in fasting and pray-
er. Verse 30.

On the important occasions of ordajning Elders
in Gentile churches, Paul and Barnabas prayed with
fasting. Acts xiv, 23.

“As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the
Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul
for the work whereunto I have called them. And
when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their
hands on them, they sent them away.” Aects xii, 2, 8.

“That ye may give yourselves to fasting and
prayer” 1 Cor. vi, 5.

Sea 2 Cor. vi, 5; xi, 27. Hero Paul mentions
among other things, labors, watchings and fustings.
This fastineg does not appear to be from necessity, as
hunger is mentioned in connection as another thing.

(1) An objection to fasting may arise with some
from Isa. Iviil. We will here say that in this chap-
ter the spirit and character of two kinds of fasts ave
pointed out. The wrong is reproved and the right
approved ; but this dces not in the least affect New
Testament testimony on this point.

(2) The great object of fasting we understand to
be, first, eelf denial, that the whcla being may be es-
pecially consecrated to God on such occasions; and,
second, that the mind may be clear to receive the
teachings of the Spirit and Word, and exercise faith
in God.

A DAY OF FASTING AND PRAYER,
‘The first Sabbath in June.

We have consulted with brethren with whom we
have recently associated, in regard to a day of fast-
ing and prayer, in view of the want of faithful Jabor-
ors in the wide harvest field ; and, also, the feeble
state of health of several who are now engaged in
the work; and the suggestion meets the approba-
tion of all.

“ But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved
with compassion on them, because they fainted, and
were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shep-
herd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest
truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. Pray
ve therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth laborers into his harvest”  Matt, ix,
36-38.

By advice of brethren we appoint the firs{ Sabbath
in June as a day of fasting and prayer, The object
is referred to above. The field 1s opening for labor-
ers, and seems fast ripening for a gathering of pre-
cious souls to the truth, but laborers are indeed few.
And several who have toiled in the work for years
are failing in health. This seems a sufficient cause
for humiliation, fasting and prayer, that the Lord
of the harvest would favor his servauts, and give
them health and strength to still teil on in the glo-
rious work, until the servants of God shall be sealed.

We recommend that all the churches be wnited in
fasting and prayer on the day named, for the above
object, and that the subject be introdiced in all the
assemblies of the saints, and that not only public
prayer be offered, but that a portion of the day be
spent in secret prayer by all who love and obey “ the
commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus
Christ.”

Let us all unite in offering to God the prayer of
FAITH, that he would raise to health his worn and
feeble servants, and, also, raise up, qualify and send
forth faithful men into the barvest.

James Wrrrs.
M. E. CornELL.

Cammunication from Bro, Loughborough.
Laboxs in New York,

Dear Bro. Waite :—1 have just returned home
after an absence of five weeks, during which time I
bave visited the brethren in Madisofi, Jefferson and
Oswego counties. The brethren seem to see and
feel somewhat the importance of holy living, and the

Tord is working for them by adding a few to their
numbers of such as we trust may be saved.

In North Brookfield our meetings were not large-
ly attended, but some interest was manifested by
those who did attend. We gave seven discourses
on the subject of immonrtality through Christ. Our
next effort was in Leonardsville, the south part of
the town of DBrookfield: gave seven lectures in the
Seventh-day Daptist meeting-house to large and at-
tentive congregations. We spoke three times on the
Lifs and death question and gave four discourses
showing the connection of prophecy and the com-
mandments of God. Several furnished themselves
with publications desirous of still further understand-
ing the reasons of our faith,

Bro. Rhodes accompanied me from Brookfield to
Lorain and the rest of the journey. Our meetings
at Lorain we trust were of interest and profit. We
found six had embraced the observance of the Lord’s
Sabbath and present truth since we were there last
Winter. Others are still investigating, First-day
morning one sister put on Christ in baptism. The
next Sabbath and First-day we spent at Roosevelt.
Two there have lately embraced the trnth. The
church seems to be in a prospering condition. Two
Bra, in this place were baptized.

Yours still striving to overcome.

J. N. LouensorovaH.

THE LAST WORK OF THE TRUE CHURCH
BY M. E. COUNELIL.
Bind up the testimony : seal the law among my disciples.’

CHAPTER V,

Tur position being now established that the fourth
commandment is the Seal of the law, we are prepared
to understand the testimony of the prophets respect-
ing the nature of the work of wunsealing. And as
Jesus testifies that the prophets as well as the law,
will remain until heaven and earth pass away, [Matt.
v. 18,] and as heaven and earth yet remain, we can
with confidence call on the prophets to testify con-
cerning the work of unsealing the law, and unbind-
ing the testilnony.

The prophet Isaiah has a view of this work and al-
50 of its effects wpon the world, when he says, “The
earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof,
because they have transgressed the laws, changed the
ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.” Isa.
xxiv, 5. The Cathelic church changed the ordinance
of baptism, by substituting sprinkling. When this was
done the true memorial of Christ’s resurrection was
gone, and an excuse was framed for introducing the
first day of the week to be observed in commemora-
tion of that event, calling it the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment. Thuas the true Sabbath was crowded
ouf, the law transgressed, and the ordinance changed.

In the beginning this was the modus operandi of
unsealing the law. In this was fulfilled the words
of the prophet Daniel : while speaking of the work of
the Catholic church, he said: “ And he shall think to
change times and laws,” &. Dan. vii, 25. Also in
chap. viii, 12, speaking of the same power, he says:
“Tt cast down the truth to the ground,” &e.

The fourth commandment in the law relates to
time ; and 1n changing the Sabbath the man of sin
has changed the time; not only the enlire day, but
also God’s time for commencing the day. Thus the
entire commandment is destroyed, cast down to the
ground. Aud (as already remarked) this command-
ment contains God’s seal ; and when attached to the
law becomes the seal of the law ; therefore when sep-
arated from the Jaw, (as it has been hy the man of
sin,) the Jaw is left without a seal; hence the pro-
priety of the command, “ Seal the law among my dis-
ciples.”

The testimony of the prophet Jeremiah is also in
harmony with the above. Speaking of the same
dreadful work, he says: “Because my people have
forgotten me, they have burred incense to vanity,
and they have caused them to stumble in their ways,
from the ancient paths to walk in paths in a way
not cast up.” Jer, xviii, 15,
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This text is a vivid deseription of the world at the
present time. Having left the ancient paths, (ways
of God,) the mass of the human family are stumbling
and falling in their own ways, following the traditions
of men, And this has heen the condition of the world
ever since the apostasy, when the true church went
into the - wilderness. Rev. xii, 6. Anti-christ took
off the seal from God’s law, and taught that to keep
Sunday strictly was obedience to the fourth com-
mandment ; and the inhabitants of earth have believ-
ed the lie, with very few exceptions, as saith the
Prophet: {Hos. x, 12:} % Ye have plonghed wicked-
ness, ye have reaped iniquity, ye have eaten the fruit
of ties, hecause thou didst trust in thy way, in the
multitude of thy mighty men.”

While presenting to the people the clear light now
shining out in regard to the true Sabbath, we often
see demonstrations of the fulfillment of this prophecy.
We show men that there is no divine authority for
Sunday-keeping, and call upon them to leave that
false way of papacy, and seal the law, but they re-
fuse ; and among the numerous excuses and queries
which they present are the following: Says one:
* Why has not this been found out:hefore ?” An-
other cries out, “ Why! only think of it! so many
good and smart men have lived and died keeping
Sunday, it must be right.” Another says, “I
will risk myself keeping the day my father and grand-
father taught me to keep.” Only think, says anoth-
er, of the multitude of mighty men who have heliev-
ed and taught-that Sunday wastherightday 7 Both
priests aud people will ery, “ The fathers!” “The
fathers 11" and each generation since the reformation
commenced has had as much confidence in the futhers
as the-present ; and this accounts for the fact that
some of the lies of papacy .are universally taught and
believed hy almost all Protestant christendom at the
present time ; and in this is fulfiled the words of
the prophet whére he says, “ Tven from the days of
your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances
and have pot kept them.” Mal. iii, 7.

In the light of these scriptures it cannot be unrea-
sonable to expect that as long as men “ plough wick-
edness,” (spiritualize the word,) they will continue
to reap iniquity ; and as long as they ‘ trust in the
maulfitude of their mighty men,” (more than in God’s
word,) they will continue to *“eat the fruit of lies.”
And as long as they teach for doctrines the com-
mandments of mon, their worship will be vain, and
the commandment of God will be laid aside, rejected,
and made of none effect hy their traditions, according
to the testimony of Jesus, Mark vii, 7-13.

Having now fully demonstrated by the prophets
that the law and testimony have been changed, scat-
tered and made void, we will proceed to show that
the propets have also spoken of a restitution of these,
snd the reasons why they should he restored.

The apostle Peter, speaking of the return of Jesus
Christ, says : *“ Whom the heavens must receive un-
til the times of restitution of all things, which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets
gince the world hegan.” Acts iii, 21.

The heavens are to receive (or retain) Jesus until
the times (or years) of restitution. But restitution
of what? Is it the restitution of all wicked men
and devils, as some would have us believe? We au-
swer, No; because they are not among the all things
which God hath spoken hy the prophets that should
be restored. It becomes us then not to he hasty or
rash and claim from this text the universal, uncondi-
tional salvation of all men: hut candidly inguire
what ¢ things” has God said by the prophets should

be restored ? .
The prophet Eszekiel speaks of & special prepara-

tion with reference to the day of the Lord. . He says,
“ O [srael, thy prophets are like foxes in the deserts.
Yo nave not gone up into the gaps, (or breaches, mar-
gin,) neither made up the hedge for the house of lsra-
el to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord.”

Eze. xiii, 4, 5.
This shows that there must be a “ restoring” or

“ making up” beiore Israel (God’s people) can stand
in the time of  trouble, God’s peeple are faulty as

yet, but we learn fram Rev. xiv, 5, that the company
which go through and stand-on Mt. Zion are without
fault; and it appears very reasonhh]g that those who
are found worthy of heing translated without tasting
death should be without fault ; hence the propriety
of the message (to the remnant who ave to be alive
and remain) * Bind up the testimony, seal the law
among my disciples ;” for it is evident that the disci-
ples cannot be without fault while violating ong of
the commands of God, or neglecting one of the pre-
cepts of Jesus Christ,

We will now return to a passage in Mal. iii, 7, a
portion of which we have already quoted. After de-
claring that the people had gone away from him,
from the days of their fathers, God says, “ Return
unto me and I will return unto you,” &c; and in
verse 10, he gives his people the assurance that if
they will hring all the tithes {tenth parts) into the
store-house, he will pour out a blessing which they
will lack room to receive.

Mal. iii, 1, 2, is a description of the change of the
position of our great High Priest, to minister as mes
senger of the covenant in the second apartment of the
Sanctuary, which took place at the end of the two
thousand and three hundred days, [Dan, vii}, 14,] in
A. D, 1844, “ When the temple of the tahernacle of
the testimony in heaven was opened.” See Rev. xv,
5. See also a tract on the 2300 days and Sanctuary,
by Uriah Smith,

Verse 3, represents Jesus as waiting until his dis-
ciples are purified so that they will offer an offering
in righteousness ; (or according to the rule of right
which is the ten commandments ;) and when this is
done the result is stated in verse 4: ‘‘ Then shall the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the
Lord as in the days of old, and as in the former
(margin, ancient) years.”

Iu the days of the apostles the offering of God’s
people was “ pleasant’ hecause it was perfect. They
kept all of the ten commandments, and kept them
right ; and they also observed every precept of Je-
sus Christ, But that mystery of iniquity (which
Paul said had already begun to work in his day)
continued to work uniil the “falling away ;” (de-
parting from the law and testimony;) {2 Thess. ii,
3, 7;] and since that time the church has been in the
wilderness, and their offerings have heen imperfect;
and before the atonement can be made for these who
now live, they must heed the command to Bind up
the testimony, and seal the law ; as the prophet says:
“ Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see,
and ask for the old paths, where is the good wayand
walk therein.” Jer. vi, 16, Those who refuse to
walk in the old paths, are. spoken of in verse 10:
“The word was unto them a reproach and they have

no delight in it.”

We have seen a striking fulflllment of this proph-
ecy when we have heard individuals say, “I should
think you would he * ashamed’ to go back and take
up that old Jewish Sahhath, and hecome a laughing-
stock, and odd from every hody else,” &c. Suchare
spoken of apain in verse 15: * Were they ashamed
when they had committed abomination ? (trampled
under foot God’s holy day ?) nay, they were not at
all ashamed, ueither could they blush; therefore
they shall fall,” &e.

Instead of being ashamed and sorry that they have
so long violated one of the plainest precepts of God’s
law, the mass are ashamed to leave the traditions of
their fathers, because they have hecome so popular,
aud to leave them is a reproach ; therefore they con-
tinue to reject the message that God has sent, saying,
Return to the ancient paths, and they ignorantly and
blindly refuse to walk therein.

That it is God’s plan that his people in the last
days should leave the traditions of men and walk in
his wags perfectly is clearly manifest from Isa. lviii,
12,13. After declaring that the fast which he ac-
cepts is to loose the bands of wickedness azd let the
oppressed go free, and declares that such shall call
and he will answer and guide them continually, &c.,
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be says, “ They that shall be of thec shall build the
old waste places, thou shalt raise up the foendations
of many generations, and thou shalt be called the 7e-
patrer of the breath, the restorer of paths to dwel}
in.”  Aund the next verse brings to view ene of the
things to be restored ; viz., T'he true Sabbath, con-
cerning which he says, “ If thou turn away thy foot
from the Sahbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day, and call the Sahbath a delight, the holy
of the Lord, honorable, and shalt honor him, not do-
ing thine own way,”? &c.

Men have trodden under foot God’s Sabbath the
same as they have Jesus the Lord of the Sabbath;
i e., by entirely neglecting it ; {see Heb. x, 29 ;] and
instead of calling it the ¥ holy of the Lord” and * hon-
orahle,”” they have regarded it as dishonorable, and

have called it the “ Old Jewish Sabbath.”
Thus God’s hely institution has been stigmatized

and cast down ; which has made a breach in his law ¢
and Sunday-keeping is now offered 1o God for ohedi-
ence to the fourth precept in his law, which requires
the ohservance of the seventh day.

As well might a man offer his creditor a counter-
feit hank note, to cancel an honest debt. He will not
accept it ; and it he can prove that his debtor knows
it to he eounterfeit, woe be unto him: he will soon re-
ceive the wages of frawud and dishonesty.

The first-day Sabbath is a counterfeit ; and not-
withstanding the Catholic church has always dectared
it to he good and true, and the majority of professed
christians at the present time believe it, yet the Bi-
hle (the great detecter issued hy the bank of heaven)
proves it to he spurious not bearing one single maik
of the genuine. The great Creator of the heavens
and earth (the President of the bank) bas never
placed his signature to this institntion.

That mystery of iniquity continued to work until
there was such a mist hefore all eyes, that men were
totally disqualified to distinguish between truth and
error. Being thus prepared, Satan through his agents
palmed off upon them this counterfeit sabbath. - The
mass received it no douht, hovestly supposing it to be
the true Sahhath for this dispensation. But why were
they not aware of the deception, while having the Bi-
hle (God’s great detecter) which never failed to point
out (in a definite manner) every false way. Wecon-
fidently affirm that it was beeause faise teaching had
prepared their minds to regard the Bible as a book
of mysteries, having a hidden or internal meaning ;
and although it plainly says, THE SEVENTH DAY 18
THE SABBATH, yet it means one seventh part of all
the days, and no day in particular, What an ab-
surdity ! and yet this is a fair representation of the
universal sentiment of most professors of religion at
the present time in regard to the Sabhatic institution.

Now all must admit that the externa) word defines
one particular duy for the Sabbath ; hut most re-
ligionists elaim that the internal meaning is no day
in particular. If this explanation of the fourth com-
mandment were to estahlish a precedent for the in-
terpretation of all the rest, it would make a complete
jargon of nonsense. That law which the Seriptures
represent as a plain path, and a definite rule, would
hecome, with such an interpretation. the height of
indefiniteness; and the precepts which God took pains
to write upon tahles of stone would be transformed
into a mere code of undefinables.

According to the Bihle, the indebtedness of all men
to God is perfect obedience to his moral law of ten
commands. Such being the fact, will God accept of
that counterfeit sabhath, and cancel their ohligations
to the fourth commandinent? It does not seem pos-
sihle ; and yet, as God is merciful, he may grant par-
don to those who were honestly deceived in past
time, and in all good conscience kept the first day,
supposing it to he the true Sabbath, before the light
came; but what shall be our conclusion concerning a
large portion of professed christians who have seen
the light and confess that the seventh day is the true
Bible Sabbath, but hecause of the cross, endeavor to
satisfy their consciences by saying, “It don’t make
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any difference which day if we only kéep one seventh
part of time,” & Will this excuse avail in the day
of reckoning ? or will such be weighed in the balanc-
es and found wanting? We judge no man. Let
every man judge himself with the following scrip-
tures before him: “ This is the condemnativn that
light is come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, hecause their deeds were evil.”
Jobu iii, 19. * But he that doeth truth comseth to
the light that his deeds may be made manifest, that
they are wrought in God.” Verse 21. “ Whosoev-
er therefore shall break one of these Jeast command-
ments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the
lesst,” &e. “For I say unte you that except your
righteousness shall exceed the rightecusness of the
scribes and pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into
the kingdom of heaven.” Matt. v, 19, 20. “If thou
wilt enter into Jife, keep the commandments.” Matt.
xix, I7. “ Whosoever shall keep (profess to keep)
the whole law, and yet offend in one point (or pre-
sept) he is guilty of all.” Jamesii, 10. “ The wa-
ges of sin is death.” Rom. vi. 23.

From the scriptures which we have now examined,
it is very plain that the prophets have spoken of the
present state of the world, and the relation which all
sustain to the 1aw and testimony, showing that they
have wandered far away from the original paths,
and are now occupying the position described in Jer.
ii, 11, *“ Hath a nation changed her gods which are
yet no gods? but my people have changed their glo-
ry for that which doth not profit. Be astonished O
ye heavens at this and be horribly afraid, be ye very
desolate saith the Lord. For my people have com-
mitted ¢wo evils, they have forsaken me, the fountain
of living waiers, and hewed fhem out cisterns, bro-
ken cisterns, that can hold no water.”

Men have forsaken God, in departing from his pre-
cepts and institutions ; and they have hewed them
out cisterns, by inventing institutions and ordinances
of their own, to take the place of those which God
hag given. Where is the man that is so blind that
he cannot see that most of the professed people of
God since the apostasy have taken the liberty to vary
from the perfect rules which God has given? as
though God had spoken some words in vain, and does
not mean ezactly what he says ?

We will now examine some of the precepts and
practices of the so-called. Christian churches of this
country, and note some of the many variations from
the plain precepts and examples of Christ and the
apostles. This is an unpleasant task; yet if we
would obey God and follow his directions strictly
(which every messenger of God is bound to do) we
must not neglect this important duty ; for God says,
“Cry aloud, spare nol: lift up thy voice like a
trumpet and show roy people their transgressions and
the’house of Jacob their sins. Yet they seek me
daily and delight to know my ways as a nation that
did righteousness and forsook not the ordinance of
their God.” Isa. lviii, 1.

Here a clasg of people are described as being trans-
gressors, having forsaken the ordinance of God, &ec.,
and yet God calls them his people. Where are God’s
people, if not in the protestant charches of our land ?
Anciently the Jews were called God's people ; but as
this prophecy locates itself upon the present genera-
tion, (and as the different protestant denominations
are ricarest in harmony with God’s plan as revealed
in his word, of any of the large bodies of religionists
of the present day,) we conclude that they are re-
ferred to in this prophecy. With this view of the
subjeet, we shall be in perfect keeping with the word
of Gted, and be in the line of duty, while we point out
the erroneous teachings and practice of these times of
peril and awful apostasy. Indeed some of the popu-
lar ministers of the day begin to utter sentiments in
keeping with the above. In proof of this we will
here insert an extract from a sermon entitled, © A
Sermon for the times,”’ lately delivered at Jackson,
Mich., by a Methodist minister, and published by re-
quest. On the 4th page of the sermon, speaking of
political men, he says: * Let usearnestly exhort and
entreat them to respect the law of God; and let us

try their actions by that law, as revealed in his ho-
ly word. And, a3 in the presence of Jehovah, let us
solemnly ‘protest’ against all their wrong doings.
Let not their profession as politicians screen them.
No man’s profession should screen him from the
rebukes of the divine law. No man’s profession
can deliver him from its awful penalty.”

Coming from such a source, and acknowledged as
these sentiments are by men of intelligence and influ-
ence, to be such as should be disseminated at the
present time, we seize upon this quotation as s rare
specimen not often met with in & time of universal
reign of the spirit of lawlessness like the present.

God’s law then “as revealed in his word" should
try the actions of all men of whatever professsion ;
and as no-man’s profession can deliver him from the
awful penalty of the law, we will ag God’s watch-
men faithfully show God’s people their transgres-
sions: and solemnly protest against all their wrong

doings.
CHAPTER VI.

As we have already stated, men have taken the
liberty to vary from the plain, literal word, and in
this way have run into many fatal errors. In proof
of this, we refer to the teaching and practice of many
in regard to baptism. They teach that baptism s
not essential to salvation. Now the gospel represents
three steps which must be taken by the sinner in or-
der to justification for past transgression; viz., 1.
Repentance. 2. Faith. 3. Baptism. These are as-
sociated together in the gospel plan, and made equal-
ly prominent. But let us inquire of some of the pop-
ular divines of the present day, and note the contrast:

Question. Can we be saved without repentance?

Answer, Certainly not.

Ques. Can we be saved without faith ?

Ans. By no means.

Ques. Can we be saved without baptism ?

Ans. It is just ag you feel about it: it is not es-
sential.

Now compare this with the words of Christ. “He
that believeth and is baplized, shall be saved.”
Mark xvi, 16. 1€ baptism is not essential why was
Jesus particular to speeify, “and is baptized 2
Again : Why did Jesus tell Paul to go to Damascus
and it should be told him what he ““ must do,”’ [ Acts
ix, 6,] after he had taken the two first steps of re-
pentance and faith ? He goes to Damascus, and the
very first act of obedience required by Ananias was
that he should “arise and be baptized and wash
away his sins,”’ &e, Acts xxii, 16. Paul had been
brought up under the Jewish economy, where there
was a legal act to be performed after repentance and
faith, in order to remission of sins; to wit, the offer-
ing of the acrifice called a sin offering; and Paul
supposed there must be Jegality and order in God’s
plan in this digpensation also ; therefore he inquires,
“ What wilt thou have me to do?”’

Before Christ came, the legal work which “must”|. . -

be done was the ceremony of offering sacrifices. -This
was a fype and pointed forward to Christ, whose
blood alone can take away sin. But now the legal
ceremony which must be performed on our part, is
baptism, which is a memorial and points back to the
same event ; viz., the offering of Christ. See Rom.
vi, 3~5. Now by what autbority do men say that
the memorial pointing back, is of less importance than
the type which pointed forward ?

Again: Men have varied from the pattern by in-
stituting sprinkling and pouring, for baptism, which
they perform oft times in the meeting-house far out
of the water. This they could not do if they follow-
ed the example of Christ as nearas possible: (and
there can be no danger of coming too near a perfect
pattern:) they must follow him down into the wa-
ter” and ‘‘up out of the water.”” Paul teaches that
we are to be planted or buried with Christ by bap-

tism, and to be in the likeness of Christ’s death ; clear- 56

1y showing that baptism is a memorial of Christ’s
burial and resurrection? Thesetwo words, “plant-

ed" and “ buried” are sufficient to settle the question

as to the true mode of baptism. .
Tt cannot be said with the least degree of proprie-

ty, that a man is buried in any sense whatever, by
having a few drops of water sprinkled on his head;
neither planted ; for men do not plant by sprinkling
a few particles of dust upon the grain, but they com-
pletely bury it with earth, But men have varied from
the testimony of Jesus in many respects, which we
cannot here notice at length. Lest we overtax the
patience of the reader, we will here introduce a brief
contrast between the doctrines of men, and the doc-
trine of Christ, which will clearly show how the tes-
timony of Jesus has heen neglected, unbound and
scattered.

« Whosnever transgresseth and abideth not in the docirine

of Christ hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrune
of Christ hath both the Father and the Son.”” 2 John 9.

DOCTRINE OF CHRIST.

“Howbeit in vain do they
worsbip me, teaching for
doctrines the command-
ments of men.”* ‘Mark vii, 7.

“ One Lord, one faith and
one baptism.”” Eph. iv, 5.

“ For by one Spirit are we
all baptized into one body,
whetber we be Jews or Gen-
tiles: and bave all been
made to drink into one Spir-
it** 1 Cor. xij, 13.

«T thank my God always
on your behalf for the grace
of God which is given you
by Jesus Christ, that in ev-
ery thing ye are enriched
by him in all utterance and
in all knowledge, even as
the testimony of Christ was
canfirmed in you. So that
ye come bebind in no gift
waiting for the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1
Cor. i, 4-7.

« 1f they hear not Moses
and the prophets, neither
will they he persuaded
though one rose from the
dead.” Luke xvi, 31.

“ Whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you,
do ye even so to them: for
this is the law and the
prophets.”  Mats. vii, 12.

«Think notthat Tam come
to destroy the law or the
prophets.””  Matt, v, 17.

“ God only hath immor-
tality.”> 1 Tim, vi, 16,

«By patient continuance
seek for immortality.”
Rom, 1j, 7.

« If the dead rise not, then
they which are fallen asleep
iu Christ are perished.” 1}
Cor. xv, }16-18.

“The wages of sin is
death,” Rom. vi,23. «The
sou} that smnneth it shall
die’  Eze. xviii, 4.

«For God cannot be tempt-
ed with evil.” James i,13.

« And they rested the Sab-
bath day, aceording to the
commandment,” Luke xxiii,

«And Paul as his mannor
was taught on the Sabbath
day.” Acts xvii, 2.

DOCTRINES OF MEN,

Tt matters not what kind
of doctrine, or what aystem
a man embraces if he is on-
ly sincere.

Many lords, many faiths,
and three or four kinds of
baptism,

%()r by many spirits are
we all baptized into differ-
ent bodies; whether we be
Catholics or Protestants:
but have all drank into one
iEirin, (even the spirit of

e world.)

We thank the Lord in be-
half of the church in these
days, that she has no super-
natural gifts, neither Has she
the testimony of Jesus (the
spirit of propheey) and she
comes behind 1n all gifts;
nor is she waiting for or
expecting the coming of the
Lord: for he has come once,
and when he will come
again we don't know, and
it don’t makeany diffcrence.

As for Moses and the
prophets, we have nothing
to do with them, for they
were abolished long ago.
And although our relatives
have not yet been raised
from the dead, yet their
spirits come back, and com-
fort mourning circles, and
rap out many warnings,and
useful communications.

Because the law and
prophets taught that we
should do by others, as we
would have others do by us,
is not a sufficient reason
now; for thelaw and proph-
ets, and all the Old Testa-
ment is done away.

We cannot help thinking
that Christ abolished hoth
law and prophets, because
it bas been the opinion of
very many learned men.

ur immortal souls are a
art of God, therefore we
ave immortality also.

All men bave immortali-
ty: (immortal souls:) hence
there is no need of seeking
for that which we, already
have in possession.

Those who have fallen
asleep in Christ are not per-
ished, though there should
never be a resurrection of
the dead; for their immor-
tal souls (the men proper)
have gone to heaven to en-
joy endless bliss.

The soul is not to die for
sin, because it is immortal
and cannot die. Therefore
the wages of sin is not death,
but endless life in misery.

Jesus Christ was tempted
by Satan forty days, and
we believe Christ to be the
very and elernal God, there-
fore God can be tempted
with evil,

We rest on Sunday, not
according to any command-
ment, but because it is tbo
custom of the times.

QOur forefathers have taught
and we have believed that
it was Paul’s manner to
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+  Blessed are they that-do
his (the Father’s) command-
ments, that they rhay have
right to the tree of life and
may enter in .threugh the
gates into the city.”” Rev.
xxii, 14,

¢And call the Sabbath a
delight, the holy of the Lord
honorable,” Isa. lviii, 13.

“Then shall T not be
ashamed when I have re-
spect unto all thy command-
wents.” Ps. exix, B,

«'This know alse that ib
the last days perilous times
shall come; Z;r men shall
be Iovers of their own selves,

covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers,” &e. 2 Tim.
i, 1, 2,

“ But evil men and sedu-
cers shall wax worse amd
worse, deceiving and being
deceived.” 2 Tim. iii, 13.
“ Now the Spirit speaketh
expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits and doe-~
trines of devils.”” 1 Tim. iv.

“All seripture is given b
inspiration of God, and 1s
profitahle for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:
that the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly fur-

preaeh on Sundays, there-
ore we meet on Sundays to
follow apostolic.example.

It is not necessary to do
the Father’s cotamandments
now in order to obtain this
great blessing; for they are
abolishﬁd. atri;i we have on}
ly fo obe, e precepts o
'ghrist‘ v precep

The Sabbath is no de-
light to us: nor is it the ho-
1y of the Lord, neither do
we call it honorable, but we
name it the ©1d Jewioh S8ab-
bath, and in consequence of
this stigma it has become
dishonorable, thersfore we
keep Sunday.

V})e should be ashamed to
have respect for all of God’s
commandinents; because the
fourth commandment speci-
des a day which it is now
very unpopular to observe.

e have a long time be-
lieved that in the last days
the world would be convert-
ed, and the knowledge of
God cover the earth 28 th
walers do the sea. :

Wicked men and seduc-
ers shall wax better and
better until ail ghall know
the Lord from the least 1o
the greatest; for the church
bath expressly spoken that
In ‘the latter times Christ
will .come spiritually, when

many, yea, all will forsaker

their evil ways, and give
heed unto the true faith,
The holy Scriptures with
the writings of the # Fath-
ers,” and » our discipline,”
we deem sufficient for cor-
rection and instruction;
without which man cannot
be thoreughly furnished.

nished untoall good works.”
2 Tim. iii, 16, 17,

The above contrast we submit for the considera-
tion of the candid, believing it to be a fair represent-
ation of the popular sentiment, in relation to many
points of doctrine. With this picture before us, how
obvious appears the necessity of reform. How ap-
propriate the conimand to * bind up the Testimony.”

Concluded in our nezt.

COMMUNICATIONS.

From A. C. Baboook.

Dean Bro. Warre:—1 feel to sympathize with,
and I think willing also to share in, the trials of
God’s “ scattered flock.” It is more than twenty
years since I # chose to suffer afftiction with the peo-
ple of God, rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for
a season.” Notwithstanding this choice, through my
unfaithfuiness-and the worldly conformity of that

cople with which I united whea I first professed faith
in Clyist, instead of ¥ suffering with him,” I find that
1 have been enjoying the pleasures of sin and sense;
not that I designed to live and act contrary to my
early choice ; but in consequence of having been borne
along so quietly and gently by the current of popular
opinion and theology, unconscious of the fact that 1
was entertaining false ideas which [ had received from
‘tradition, and not from the word of God.

I now rejoice in the truth, though often with trem-
bling. When l see the bitter opposition that is man-
ifested towards the truth and its advocates, 1 feel that
the time is not far distant when every true child of
God shall suffer persecution. * We must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”
Acts xiv, 22, Paul says, * All that will live godly
“in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 2 Tim.
iii, 12.

"In view of the difficulties and trials before us, I
sometimes shudder, and for a moment feel inclined to
shrink from the coming evils. But when I look at
the efficiency of the Christian’s armor, I feel to take
courage, - | would address the tried and tempted fol-
lowers of Christ in the lauguage of Paul: [Eph. vi,
10-18:] “ Finally, my bretbren, be strong in the
Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the
whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand
egainst the wiles of the Devil; for we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers,against the rulers of thedarkness qf‘thxs
world, against spititual wickedness, (or wicked spirits,)
in high pluces,” Wherefore take unto you the whole
arwor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in

~—

the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand,
therefore, having your loins girt about with truth,
and baving on the breast-plate of righteousness ; and
your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of
peace ; above all, taking the shield of faith, where-
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of
the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all persever-
ance and supplication for all saints.”

Wake up brother ! wake up sister!
Surely we have much to do ¢

Rouse thee, and prepare for hattle,
Lot the enemy’s in view.

Gird thee ! gird thee! for the confliot ;
Mighty will the contest be :

See, the dragon hosts, in malice,
Gath’ring now, in fierce array.

Seize your breast-plate, shield and helmet,
Take the sword of éruth in hand :

And though few and weak our numbers,
Bold, and fearless may we stand.

Strong and powerful are our weapens,
Safe and sure is our defense,

And onr Captain, glorfous Leader !
Qirded with omnipetence.

Courage, then, ye fellow-soldiers,
Faithful in this confliot be,
For the cauge of truth will triumph,
God will give us victory.
A. C. BaBcock,
Johnstown Center, Wis., May 6th, 1855,

From Bro. Holden.

Dear Bro. Waite :—1I still feel that the Lord is
good to me, although I have been passing through
scenes of deep affliction for some time past, and have
felt the chastening rod. My prayer is, Father, thy
will be done ; chasten me according to thy righteous-
ness; prepare me to dwell in thy peaceful kingdom,
where the saints of all ages shall meet. My desire
is that I may profit by these light afflictions which
are but for 8 moment, that they may work out for
me a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.

Dear Bro. I think I can sympathize with you and
those of like precious faith, in the trials of the pres-
ent time, Indeed, may we not expect the enemy to
be more and more enraged as he sees his destiny ap-
proaching. Praise God, his truth will yet triumph.
The last solemn message to this poor fallen world
must go with its loud cry, the jewels must be gath-
ered into the casket, yes, the bundred and forty-four
thousand will gsin the victory, and wjth the Lamh
stand on the mount Zion. 1 want to be there to
help swell the notes, to sing the conqueror’s song,
he has redeemed us by his blood. O that blood, of
the Lamb of God which was spilt for you and me,
which taketh away the sin of the world. May we
not lift up our heads and rejoice, when we see the
signs thickening aroand us, pertrayed in the word of
God? That which he has purposed to do for his lit-
tle flock, is soon to be realized by all the faithful fol-
towers of the meek and lowly Jesus. Yes, the king-
dom long promised will soon be given, I feel there
is nothing here which can endure but a short time:
all is fast passing away.

No house or lands do I possess,
Nor wish to in this wilderness ;
1 want s home among the pure,
A home forever to endure.

Dear brethren and sisters, knowing that we have
a friend in heaven whose care is for us, let us rejoice
and press forward until we gain the prize. What if
some do forsake us and become our worst enemies ?
This will not hinder us, praise God. We want to
wear the crown, pass those pearly gates, to walk
those streets of goid, see the King 1n his beauty, and
if othiers will not go with us then we will go alone.

My mind often dwells on the great contrast which
is soon to be realized throughout all nature, this sin
cursed earth, and the earth when restored back to its
primeval bloom. Here the curse is seen and felt in
various forws, here the thorn, the brier and the this-
tle; but there, instead of the thorn shall spring up
the fir-tree, for the brier the myrtle, the pine and the
box-tree together, to beautify the place of my sanc-
tuary, and % will make tbe place of my feet glorious,
saith tbe Lord.

Art thou sick and suffering with severe pain in the
body 7 there it will be all goue forever. “The in-
habitants shall not say, [ am sick, and the people
that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniguity.”
Art tbou blind or deaf? * Then shall the eyes of
the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped. LlLere shall the lame man leap as an
hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing; for ‘n the
wilderness sball waters break out, and streams in the
desert.”

¥ 0, ’tis 8 world most bright,

No more death, nor wos, nor night,

Faith views it with delight,
Knowing "tis sure.”

Here we part bat there we meet; here is mourn-
ing, but there will be rejoicing ; here sickness and
death, but there health, and life eternal. We will
then sing, “ O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory.” Brethren, my heart says
pratse the Lord.

“ We'll gladly exchange a world like this,
Where death triumphant reigns,
For a beautiful howe in that land of bliss,
Where all is happiness, joy and peace,
And nothing can enter that pains,
There is no more sorrow, and no more night,
For the darkness shall flee away,
The crucified Lamb is its glorions ight,
And the saints shall walk with him in white,
In that happy eternal day.” )

Truly this will be a glorious home, a home for all
the faithfal. O that I wmay be counted as ome of
them. My brethren, you who have been called to
proclaim the last message of mercy to poor fallen
man, be faithful to your trust, “'They that sow in
tears shall reap in joy. IHe that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precions seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

Your brother in hope. WiLrarp HouLpEn.

Jackson, Mich,, Apr. 11¢h, 1855.

T e ————— e
From Bro. Newson,

Dear Bro. Waire :—It is a pleasure and I trust
a profit to i that I have the Review to read ; it
and my Bible being all the preaching that I have,
being alone here in trying to keep the commnnd-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus.

When I read the communications from the breth-
ren and sisters, it encourages me to try to so live
that I may have a right to the tree of life, and with
them enter in through the gates into the eity. 1 am
glad that there is a portion of the paper devoted to
that purpose ; for it is a great comfort to one that is
alone to read them, and to meditate on the goodness
of God in uniting so many of his children in keeping
his commandments,

It is my desire to so live that I may let my light
shine before men, that they may see my good works
and glorify my Father which is'in heaven,

Yours in Christ. E. J. Newson.

Vandalia, Cass, Co., Mich., Apr. 22d, 1855.

From Sister Bartlett.

Dear Bro. Wairs :—The Bible and the Review
are my instructors, and God is my teacher. } am
still alone in this place in regard to my views.on Bi-
ble truth ; but truth will gain the victory I believe.
Lord help mine unbelief. O how my heart aches for
you, my brethren in Christ, when I read of your tri-
als, your necessitics and your eares. 1 trust yom
cast yonr cares on Him who careth for yon. How
precious are the promises of God; they are yea and
amen. M. G. BarrLETT.

Norwich, May 1s¢, 1855.

From S8ister Cobh.

Dear Bro. Wuire :—I¢ is four or five months
since we began to keep the Sabbath of the Lord our
God. My Bible is a new book to me, hecause I can
understand it better and can take more comfort read-
ing jt than I ever did liefore. We are striving to
keep all the commandments of God and the [aith of
Jesus.

We are lonely here, for there are none in this town
that keep the Sabbath of the Lord but myself and
hushand ; yet we fee! that the Lord is with us. I
fecl to praise God that we have embraced the truth
of the third angel’s message. Dear brethren, I am
determined by the grace of God to have on the wholo
armor, and to contend for the faith that was once de-
livered to the saints. I wish that the Lord would
send his servants here to warn this people of their
danger; for the opposers of the Lord’s Sabbath are on
every side. We are despised because we keep all the
commandments, but [ will still strive to love God
and do his wil], He has told me if I ask it shall be
given me, Surely it is the Lord that has led me thus
far, and caused me to receive the light of the present
truth, and I hope that the Lord will ever enable me
to walk in the right way.

1 believe the tine of trouble spoken of in Danicl is
Jjust before us when we shall have to have faith in
Christ to stand. I believe that the remnant who
keep the commandments of God and the faith of Je-
sus will soon be at home,

Your unworthy sister. Gerrrope Cors.

De Kalb, St. Law. Co., N. Y., 1855.

From Sister Eaton.
Dear Bro, Waire :—Near two years have rolled
arotnd since, I first became interested in the Second
Advent doctrine. [ was convinced of the truth of it
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by comparing the state of the churches and the world
with the Bible description of the last days. I had
never heard a lecture nor read but very httle. My
uncle at Jackson then gave me some tracts upon the
seventh day Sabhath, and also sent me the Review
about Aug. 1853. I studied my Bible much with a
careful and prayerful desire to know what was truth,
and was soon convinced the seventh day was the Sab-
bath of the Lord. Then came a trial, my husband
and all about me that kept any day, kept the first
day ; but 1 was convinced there was no Bible com-
mandment for the first day,and about sixteen months
ago 1 commenced trying to keep the Sabbath of the
Lord.

Soon after this my mother, whom I helieve to be
a pious woman, came to spend a few months with me.
She said but little to e on the subiject, and that not
harsh. I had ever been taught to respect my pa-
rents, and felt that my course wag grieving to her
and also to my husband, and for a time my sensitive
feelings triumphed. [ gave up, hoping they might
sce the truth soon and then be my company ; but
there [ could not rest. 1 was breaking one of the
cominands of God after I had had light upon the suh-~
ject; and this verse would often come to my mind:
 He that loveth father or mother more than me, is
not worthy of me.” OhI would havebgen gladtohave
believed that Sunday wasthe Sabbath, but [couldnot.
The cross was greater than before. 1 often thought
that I would keep the next Sabbath, but had not
strength to take up the cross. I wanted company
but could not have it. 1 soon felt that let others do
as they would, I rnust obey the command of God,
and prayed in earnest for strength to take my stand
on the side of truth. I then had the privilege of
hearing Brn. Loughborough and Cornelllecture in the
tent at Jackson last Aug. when I saw the truths of
the Second Advent doctrine more clearly than ever,
and have since tried to keep all the commandments
of God. My husband and myself have been mem-
bers of the Baptist Church sixteen years, but I can
truly say that [ never felt so great an anxiety to see
christians engaged and sinners converted as for a
vear past; and my prayer is that I may be more
faithful, that T may strive in earnest to overcome my
own besetting sins. I feel that I need to be more
holy, more like my blessed Master. I want to be
found having on the wedding garment, Ithank God
that I ever saw the light of the third angel’s mes-
sage. My Bible 1s more plain and more precious to
me than ever. The letters in the Review are strength-
ening to me. I would not be deprived of it for doub-
le its cost. I wish that some of the messengers
wmight come this way ; for T think there is an anxie-
ety on the part of many to hear.. 1 know our posi-
tion is unpopular. 1am thought by many to be led
away with strange doctrines, especially with regard
to the unconscious state of the dead ; but what the
Bible teaches I will try to embrace, let people think
of me as they will. The consciousness that God’s
law is superior to any human law, has sustained
martyrs in the flames ; and we shall be sustained let
what will come, do we but put our trust in God.

[ have not. the privilege of meeting with commnand-
ment keepers, but feel that I am many times blessed
when alone.  rray for ine brethren and sisters that
my faith fail not.

Yoars hoping to enter into eternal life.

Magry A, Eaton.

Sharen, Mich., Apr, 30th, 1855,

—— e ————————e.

From Brn. Stovens and Andrews.

Dear Bro. Waire:—The brethren in Maine.
Mass. and N, H., feeling anxious that the cause of
present truth in connection with the second advent of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, should be more
publicly proclaimed to the people, and as it is seldom
that suitable houses can be obtained in which to hold
public meetings, have subscribed means and purchas-
ed a good and suitable tent for that purpose ; also a
small fund for necéssary purposes attending the same.

In order to move in concert with the friends of the
cause generally, we invite a meeting in conference of
the hirethren interested, to be holden at Portland.
Me., commencing Sixth-day, May 25th, and continu-
ing over Sabbath and First-day, to take measures to
secure suitable preachers or lecturers to go with the
same, and present the truth; also a suitable person
to go with and take charge of the tent and tent fund,
and to act on any husiness that may properly come
before the meeting, in order to promote the cause we
have in view, We hope that one or more from all
the several churches that have subscribed for this be-
nevolent object, will find it convenient to attend ; al-
so preaching Brn. Yourself with Brn, Bates, W hee-
ler and Barr are particularly invited.

The churches in Paris and Topsham will be respon-
sible for the sum of $§42, immediately wanted for the
purchase of the tent, and forward the same to P, Fol-

som, Charlestown, Mass. Will the several churches in
Me., please forward their respective.sums subscrib-
ed, to the conference at Portland to be placed in the
hands of some chosen person, or persons, for the pur-
pose above specified.
In behalf of the Brn. in Me.
Cvpr1AN STEVENS.

Epwarp ANDREWS.
Paris, Me., May 10th, 1855.

FOREIGN NEWS,

Tue Conferences at Vienna having failed to settle the East-
ern difficulties, the Western Power at last begin to think of
a revision of the Danish Treaty of the 8th of May, 1852, which
gives the succession of the Danish crewn eventually to the
Czar. This new scheme is nothing hut & new dodge, in order
to divert public attention from the Crimean campaign., Aus-
tria will remain neutral, and will not draw,the sword against
Russia. Her treacherous slliance with the Western Powers
has done better service to the Czar than her own hostility
against Fngland and France could have done.

The public is little satisfied with the events before Sevas-
topol. The bombardment has scarcely advanced the opers-
tions of the Allies The last dispatches of Prince Gorchakoff
tell us entirely a different tale from the contents of those of
Gen. Canrobert, and Jord Raglan is silent about the bombard-
ment and gives searcoly any thing else than his meteorologi-
oal observations about bad weather und fine. Still, lord Rag-
lan and Gen, Canrobert are not removed from their command,
though their wunt of military capacity is evident to evory-

body.

L{)rd John Russell and Drouyn de L’H{uys have left the
Austrian capital, and their departure caused a panic on the
exchange of Vienna, Still the hopes of a peaceful settlc-
ment revived onco more. Russian counter propositions ar-
rived from St. Petorshurg at o late hour, but they proved ut-
terly unacceptable, and accordingly The Times once more
sounds the war trumpet. The publio is indignant about Aus-
tria, since it cannot be doubted that Franeis Joseph will nev-
er draw his sword against the Crzar,

The Allies, sending their troops to Turkey, have not dono
any harm to Russsa, hut under the cover of friendship and
co-operation, they are about to destroy the independence of
‘Turkey, and to treat her as 8 ounquered enemy.

Great uneasiness prevails both at Paris and London about
the policy of Austria. Since thero are now scarcely any hopes
entertained for a successful termination of the Conferences,
the position of Austria begins to he more important. It was
in order to get her co-operation that the campaign was trans-
forred to the Crimea, and now it seems that the chivairous
Emperor is anxious to back out ; and, as I have often fore-
told, it is not his intention to take the offensive against Russia.

Spain, which has searcely got out of her troubles with the
United States, has fallen again into hot water. It is now
England with whom she is in difficulties.

In Tuscany and in Piedment, sowe acts of intolerance have
again been perpetrated by the authorities. A poor man hag
been imprisoned in Florence for reading the Bible, and poss.
esslng two copies of it; and in Piedmont the trunks of Eng-
lich tourists are again regularly searched to see whether re-
ligious tracts or oopies of the Seriptures are imported nmong
the luggage, It 13 the re-action of the Roman Catholic
Church against the American Know-Nothing movement
‘That movement drives the Roman clergy mad. The Kuow-
Nothings may soon get & response here in England, The
Maynooth Grant will probably once more excite the Protest-
ant Tory members in Parliament, and give rise to protracted
and very serious difficulties.

Porsia is assembling an army, and is to form a great eamp
st Sultanieh, in the interest of Turkey and of the Allies.

LATEST FROM VIENNA,

The twelfth conference was held on Saturday, the 2lst
April. It lasted four hours and a half, and concluding by
adjourning sine die, Russia having absolutely rejected the de-
mands of France and England. Lord John Russell and M
Drouyn de I’Huays immediately took leave of the Emperor,
ani were to leave on Sunday, the 22d. It now remains to be
geen what course Austria will pursue.

THE BOMBARDMENT OF SEVASTOPOL.

Fire from all the French and English batteries was opened
upon Sevastupol on the 9th, On the 10th both French and
English viewed the bombardment as effective ; but nothing
decisive had occurred to warrant a conclusion as to the im-
mediate issue. The ¥rench left batteries had made a breach
in the indented wall; the two fronts of the last erected Rus-
sian hattery were much injured, and one of the Russian works
of counter-approach, near the Carsening Harbor, was sileno-
ed. During the first two days the besiegers’s fire wus superi-
or to that of the city,

Tent Iin New York,

IN No. 23 of the Review, Bro. White and myself made a
statement in regard to the amount of means necessary topur-
chase o tent and equipages for Central New York, We stated
that $250 would be the amount necessary. Of this gum only
about $130 have been received and pledged. Although we
are situated under these embarrassing cireumstances, our
present caiculation is to move forward in the tent enterprise,
and we shall probahly soon arrange appointments for meet-
ings and publish in the Review. 1t will be necessary that the
balance of the money stated should be raisedsoon Welcave
it still for the friends of the enterprise in Central New York
to send their maans or pledge what they can do.

J. N. LOUGHROROUGH.

—————— e
APPOINTMENTS,

Trere will he a Conference in Portland, Me., com-
mencing Sixth-day, the 23th inst., and continuing over
Sabbath and First-day. See Brn, Stevens and Andrews’
communication in this No.

Provipexce permitting, I will meet with the Brn. in
Parma at the house of Bro. Demarest, Sabbath, May 19th,

J. N. LevcHpoRoUvGH.

Tent Meotings. .

ProvipENcE E rmitting, there will be a Tent-meetin
in Sylvan, Mich., Sabbath and First-day, May 19th ﬂllg
20th.  Also, a Tent-meeting in the vicinity of Rochester,
Mich., May 26th and 27th, where brethren may appoint,

' M. E. CorNgLL.
— R ————— i
A New and Important Work,

THE VOICE OF THE CHURCH on the Coming and
Kingdom of the Redeemer; or a History of the Doctrine
of the Reign of Clrist on karth, By D, T. Taylor,

The ahove work is composed mainly of extracts from
all the writers of note in the Cliristian Church for SEV-
ENTKEN HUNDRED YEARS, and shows that during
all that period no trace of the common theory of the con-
version of the world can be found.

The voice of the Lhurch is against it, and their only
hope of peace for the people of God was in the renewed
world ander the porsunaFand glorious reign of Jesus
Christ our Lord,

With immense lahor the author has collected the tes-
timony of the Church from the earliest periods to the
present century. The statement of their faith is present-
ed in their own words. Awmong the sources are ancient
Jewish traditions, the writings of the immediate success-
ors of the apostles, the early fathers, the later writers,
the Waldensees, reformers, theologians, and divines. To
whichareadded, the traditions of heathen nations and the
opinions of modern Jews, making the most perfect histo-
ry of the doctrine of the millennium ever published, and
oue which cannot fail to be interesting to every iuquirer
after trath,

Published in one volume, 12mo., 406 pages.
$1,00. Discount by the quantity.

All orders should be addressed to the puhligher,

H. L. HASTINGS.

Price

Peace Dale, Rhode Island.
——————ig———
Business.

§Z" Some Post Master returns Geo, Green’s papor without
giving his P. O. address!

D. S, Marsu.—We have none of the old edition on hand.

£ The P. O. address of Louisa M. Morton, is Ft, Atkin-
son, Wis. A

H. C. Crume,—Of your $2 we eredit 25 cts. for INsTRUC-

Tor, and 81 for REview. What publications would you like
for the remaining 75 cts.?

Eriza CuaFreg, orders her Youra's InsTrUCTOR stopped
without giving her P. O. address !

J. Newron.—You did not name the State in your lettor,
and that was the cause of the mistake. We repeat again
what we have often repeated, that our correspondents should
be particular to give their P. O. address, County and State,
ag we have no time to spend in hunting for names on our books.
Your books were sent to Hardwick, V¢t By addressing the
Post Master in that place you can doubtless obtain them.

§-77 W. H.Barnes inquiros the P. 0. addressof J. M. Ste-
phenson.

Books sEnT.—C, Scofield, E. S. Loon, J. Blain, (by ex-
press,) k& J. Newson, D. Livingston, J. Carter, E Temple, J.
H, Waggoner, P Searborugh, E. Prior, N. Denison, ¥.
Gould, F. Strong, W. Chapman,

AGENTS.
MAINE. NEW YORK.
N. N. Lunt, Portland. | J. Byington, Buck’s Bridge.
S. W. ¥landers, Canaan. | A. Ross, Caughdenoy.
Cyprian Stovens, Paris. | David Upson, oreland,
8. Howland, Topsham. | R. F. Cottrell, Dl Grove.
W. T, Hanniford, Orrington. | John Wager, Orangeport.
Wm. Bryant, Wilton. | 1. Carpenter, Oswego.
C. Dingley, E. Piltsfield. | A.H. Robinson, Sandy Creck.
NEW HAMPSHIRE. | E. A. Poole, Lincklaen.
J. Stowell, .  Washington. | J. A. Loughhead, _Elmira.
S. Bunnel, Claremont. | John llamilton, Fredonia.
MASSACHUSETTS. PENNSYLVANIA.
0. Nichols, Dorchester. | M. L. Dean, Ulysses
Q. Davis, N. Fairhaven. | . H. Heggis, Alleghany.
W, faxby, Springfield. | C H.Barrows, PortAlleghany.
VERMOI‘?T‘ A. Southwic, Snethport.
R. Loveland, Johnson. MICHIGAN.
H. Bingham, Morristown. | Albert Avery, Locke.
S. H. Peck, Wolcott. | Ira Gardner, Vergennes.
Lewis Bean, Hardwick. | David Hewett, Batile Creek.
Edwin Churchill, Stowe. | C. 8. Glover, Sylvan.
E.P. Butler,  Waterbury. | A.B. Pearsall, Grand Kapids
Jogiah Hart, Northfield. | A. A. Dodge, Jackson.
R. G. Lockwood, Waitsfield. | Wm. M. Smith, N
Jesse Barrows, Irasburg. | A. C. Morton, Delki.
Alonzo Lee, Derby Line. | J. M. McLellan, Hastings.
E. Everts, Vergennes OHI
H. Gardner, Panton. | J. B. Sweet, Mzlen ,
S. Willey, Wheelack. WISCONSIN.
CONNECTICUT. L. S. Sbeffield, Koskonong.
ELHChamberlain Md'town. | P. Hall, Rosendale.
A, Belden, Kensington. CANADA EAST.
B. Hills, Melbourne
e ————
Receipts.

R. Spauldiog, P. Carpenter. M. G. Bartlett, J. Bottsford,
H. C. Crumb, A, N, Curtis, J Stone, A W. Werden, J, Hall,
H.Cooly, each 1. T. Draper, Wm. Chapman, each §2. A
Lover of truth, 810. Mrs. N. Denison, 1,83, D. Livings-
ton, 8$1,70. E. J. Newson, $0,17.

For TenT 1N NEw York.—Church in Roosevelt, $22, 50.
A Lover of truth, $10. E. D. Cook, $3.

For TENT N WisconsiN.—C, W. Stanley, 8. Vanloon,
J. Calhoun, each 81. J. Boétsford, Bro. Juby, cach §0,50.,
J. Hall, $1,50.

For J. N. A.—Wm. Chapmsn, 81.
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