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THE COMFORTER. - !
"I, EVEN I, AM HE THAT COMFORTETH You.” 1sa.li, 12

TN God let all his saints rejoice,

With thankful heart and cheerful voice ;
Thus saith his Word, so kind, o0 trus,
1, even I, will comfort you.*

Sweet words?! O, let us bless his name,
And joyfal ell his praise proclaim ;
These words shall foes and fears subdue,
1, oven I, will comfort you.”

Are you in darkness and distress?
Does Eatan roar and break your peace?
Fear not, but : till this truth reciew,

< I, even I, will comfort you.”

Do sore afllietions on you lay?

Ani pungent sorrows day hy day ?

Linok to this wordy ' will bear you through,
< I, even I, will comfert you.”

¥t death in gloomy form appear,
And overwhelm your geuls with fear,
Let this sweet word your faith renew,
], even I, will comfort you.”

Thus while yon sojourn here below,

As pilgrima in this world of woe,

M 1ke this your song the journey through,
1, even I, will comfort you.”

A few Words with Eld. S. on the Sabbath.

Dear Brotaer S.:—Permit me to address yon
st this time. Let ns review onr conversation that
we had the other evening. T quoted the langnage’
of Panl as is recorded in Acts xxviii, 17, where he’
addressed the chief of the Jews. Paul said nnto
them, that he had committed nothing against the

ple, or cnstoms of their fathers. I gnoted this a8
proof thst Paul did not neglect to keep the Sabbath,
and that he did not keep First-day; for if he bad
done either, he wonld have done sumething against
the cnstoms of their fathers.

If I recollect aright yon stated that Panl did do
something against the cnstoms of their fathers; for
Panl believed on Jesus, (had faith) and said (or im-
plied) that they did not believe ou Jesns, and yon
seemed to say that Paul could just as well have kept
Sunday and said this, as to have bell_eved (had faith
on Jesus, and eaid so.” T do not think so: T do not
20 understand Panl; for Panl says, after preaching
up faithi Do we make void the law throngh faith?
God forbid: yea, we (we, Christ's true preachers like
Panl) establish the law,” Do yon establish the law,
or do you make void the law throngh faith? (of a
tradition of the fathers?)

In this connection, will yon please to read the fol-
lowing qnotations, and see how every sentence, word
and letter is placed. J

Matt. xv, 1-13. “Then came to Jesns Scri
Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,

and
y do

| soever shall say to his father or his mother, -It is a

| be rooted up.”
. keeping? if he did not plant it, if Christ’s words be

| had destroyed the law, or that one jot or one tittle of

4 er to niake either heaven or earth pass away, when
Christ has said that it is easier for heaven and earth
| (both) to pass, than for-one tittle (least particle) of

) { nothing, but the keeping of the Commandments of’

thy disciples transgress the tradghién of the elders?
for they wash not their hand$ #hen they eat bread.|
But he answered and said nuto them, Why do ye
also transgress the commandment of God by yonr
tradition? For God commanded,saying, Honor thy
father and mother: and he that corseth father or
mother, let him die the death. But ye say, Who-

gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;
and honor not his father or his mother, he shall be
free. Thns have ye made the commandinent of God
of none effect by your tradition. Ye hypocrites, well
did Esaias prophesy of yon saying, This peopls
draweth nigh ‘nnto me with their mouth, and honor-
eth me with their lips; but their heart is far from |
me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the conmmandments of men.

“And he called the mnltitude, and said unto them,
Hear, and understand: not that which goeth into
the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh
ont of the mouth, this defileth a man. Then came
his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thon that
the Pharisees were offended after they heard this
saying? But he answered and said, Every plant
which my Heaveuly Father hath not planted, shall

Did Ch:ist’s Heavenly Father plant this First-day

trne, he will root it up; and if we cling to it witha
strong grasp, where shall we be?

Now would it not defile ns [verses 10, 11] if we
should say that God had not fonnded his covenant
for ever? or that he wonld alter at least some of the
words that have gone out of his lips? or that Christ

the law had failed, after reading Matthew v, 17-19%
or that men had the power to make one of the Com-
mandments to pass away, when he has not the pow-

the law to fail.

We might ask many qnestions, and in truth I
shonld like to, bnt 1 will cut short by referring yon
to some passages, aud your own good jndgment will
see the force of them. James ii, 10, 11. Ido want
to ask yon what James wonld belikely to say to yon?
Would he not say, Now if thou do not kill, yet if
thou break the Sabbath, thou art become a trans-
gressor of the law; for he that said, (margin that
law which said,) Do not kill, said also, Remember
the Sabbath-day (yes, pay) to keep it holy, &c. The
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God,
(not of the Jews, as soms reproachfnlly call it.)

Again, yon seemed to say that Panl regarded the
Sabbath and circnmeision alike. I understand Panl
to teach very differently; for he says in 1 Cor. vij,
19, # Circnmeision is nothing, and upcircnmeision is

God.”

Rom. i, 21. Says Paul, “ Thon that preachest a
raan shonld not steal, dost thou steal? (1 do not be-
lieve brother 8, that you willsteal.) Butthou that
preachest that a man shall not break the Sabbath,
dost thon Lreak the Sabbath? (I am afrail yon do.)
Would James give yon any more liberty to break
the Sabbath, tigan he would to steal ?

Panl said that by the law was the knowledge of
sin. Paul said that he had not known sin, except
the law had said, Thon shalt not covet; so we can

see that by God'’s law of Ten Commandments is the

knowledge of sin; for sin is the transgression of the
law. Where there is no law, there is no transgress-
ion; and where is there any law for keeping Snn-
day? So if you want to see sinners converted to God,
if yon have God’s word you mnstdeclare it faithfal-
ly; for Paul said that he was alive withont the law
once; bnt when the Commandment came, sin reviv-
ed, and he died: Bat thanks be to God that Panl
lived after this to tell us many good things; bnt he
did not live after the flesh, or after the carnal mind,
but after the Spirit; so thatthe righteonsness of the
law might be fulfilled in bim. Says he, I delight in
the law of God in, or after the inward man. Do you
then of the abnndance of tle heart let the wiouth
speak ? :

Panl said, (althongh the commandment came homé
to Paul and slew hin, ) that the law was holy, the
commandment holy, just and good; yes, spiritnal.
Was then that which was holy, jost and good, yea,
spiritnal, done away? Paul said, God forbid that he
should do it away, even throngh faith. Do you do
it away throngh faith? Has giveu yon more
liberty than he did Pani? If not, the lawsays to you
to-day,  Remember the Sabbath day to keep it ho-
ly,” &c. “The seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God,” &e. God has said so by his exam-
ple, by his Word, and by a three-fold miracle; and
said Christ, “The Sabbath was made for man.”
Was Adam not a man? are you nota man? Dare
yon come np and say to Christ, that God did not
make the Sabbath for you?

Again, you stated that tho fourth Commanduent
did not specify any particnlar day, only one after six
days of labor. But it reads to me, not A seventh day,
but ae seventh day, the one on which God rested,
at creation; yes, blessed and sanctified. If the fourth
Commandment does not specify any particular day,
in what langnage conld it be specified! But after ali
this yon said (if 1 recollect aright) that the seventh
day was the right one to keep, if we conld tell which
day it was. Yon seemed to think that the time had
been lost, so that we conld not tell which the seventh
day from creation was. Well, if yon are in the dark
on this subject, do not be leading others in the dark,
or into the dark. Matt. xv, 14. )

Now if we keep the day that we think is the sev-
enth day from the best knowledge that we can get,
I believe that God will aceept of it. But because
we cannot connt back to creation, and tell to'a day
liow many days have intervened from the-irst day
till row, to say that we will not kecp-the seventh
day, wonld not be wise. When almost every body
will agree when the first day comes, of conrse we can
tell when the seventh day comes. Why did onr
translators of the Bible add atable after this manner:
1st day of the week, Sunday; 2d day, Monday; &c.,
Tth day or Sabbath, Saturday.

If time had been lust before the children of Israel
came ont of Egypt, God in giving the manna wonld
have corrected them; and what reascn have we to
snppose that time was lost from that time to Christ’s
time? Bntin case time had been lost before Christ's
time, it wonld be nndervaluing Christ, I think, to
say that he wonld not have known it, and knowing,
would not have corrected it. Bnt yet I nnderstand
yon to say, that ip case time was Jost when Jesus
Christ came into this world, that you did not believe
that Christ wonld have corrected them. Bat if time
wae lost, Christ must have known it, and not to have
corrected them in it, would not only have been coun-
tenancing them in a wrong, but yielding tothe wrong
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himself. But this is too inconsistent for us tosuppose
even for one moment; for Christ said that he had
kept his Father's Commasidments, and one of them
required the observance of the seventh day; and
hence I cau but conclude that the true seveuth day
from the creation was kept in Christ's time.

As Christ told his disciples to piny that their flight
he not on the Sabbath-day, they not only krew when
the Sabbath cane, but kept it also. And when Je-
rusalem was destroyed, the Jews weré scattered
among all nations, where they are monuments of the
trath of God's word. They have carried the Sab-
bath with them, and do they not all agree as to
time? Would they all be apt to make a mistake,
and all make a mistake alike? Yes, and all the
Gentile world fm, if any mistake has been made;
for alinost the whale world will agree on this point.

Now in conclusion give me an answer, a reason of
the hope that is in you with meeknessand fear; and
count me not as an enenmy because I tell you the

truth. H. C. Crums.
Madison Co, N. Y., March. 1856.

BRIEF THOUGHTS

ON THE NATURE OF THE SOUL, THE RESURRECTION OF THE
DEAD, AND THE FINAL DESTINY OF MAN.

From the Scriptures alone can we obtain satisfac-
tory information concerning the nature of the soul.
Reason may lead to conjecture, hut reason alone can-
not give us confidence. The wise men of antiquity
have reasoned without the light of revelation, and re-
mamed in nnhappy uncertainty. We are shut up
to seek light from the Scriptures, shining as a light
in & dark place. Tle fint question that presents it-
gelf to our mind wiil be, Is the soul of mun a con-
scious and intelligent existence, when separated from
the body, immortal in its nature, and destined to ex-
ist for ever? My object in the brief thoughts on this
subject will not be to examine all the isolated passa-
ges which appear to present objections to the views
1 shall present on this question; but to inquire what

" is the current- testimony of Secripture; and this not
go much to present all the evideuce fror the Serip-
tures that go to support iy views on the subject, as
to snggest trams of thought fur others, as to what is
truth on this sabject.

1st. T shoukl not think the soul of man an im-
mortal, conscious, and intelligent cxistence, separate
from the body, from the silence of the Seriptures on
the subject. The Scriptures speak of the nature of
man as plainly as they do of the nature of God; of
his mortality, depravity, his perishing condition by
nature, yet in this volumne, written by Proplets and
Apostles, recording the teachings of Christ, theirown
teaching and preaching to men of all elasses and con-
ditions—yet in all this volume composed hy g0 many
writers, under so many different ciicumstances, and
discussing &0 many subjects, the soul's immortality is
never stated as a fact plainly and explicitly, nor the
subject discussed. This appears the more strange,

supposing the writers {o have believed the ductrine,.

from the fact that religions teachers in our day, who
believe the doctrine. often discuss the sulject; speak
of the soul’s immortality in most of their sermons and
exhortations, so that noone who hears them, orreads
their writings, is in the least doubt as to theiz real
sentiments ou the sulject.

2d. I should wot iufer the doctrine of the soul’s
immortality from the terns used in the Secriptures in
speaking of it. I shall examine but a few of the
most prominent passages on this point, and refer the
reader to “ Bush on the Soul” for a full examination,
of this class of passages. The first mention of the
sonl is, “ and the Lard God formed man of the duxt
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life, and man became a living soul,” or a
living creature.

There is no intimation that what God breathed in-
to man, had an intelligent, and conscious existence
previous to ils entrance into the body, or that it le
came such after its entrance into the body. But its
entrance into the body made man a rational, and in-
telligent creature. The Scriptures call it the spirit.
the Jife. By whatever name it is called, it is evident
ly nothing more nor less than the principle of life,
which, before it entered the body, had no conscious,

and intelligent existence; and after it leaves the body
has no conscions and intelligent existence. But, unit-
ed, makes a rational and accountable being. This is
what Paul tells the Athenians, “secing he giveth to
all life and breath;” and that Jesus refers tc when he
says, “but are not able to kill the soul;” and that
Solomon designates when he says, « the spirit shall
return unto God who gave it.” The breath of life,
or the principle of life, that gift of God to man, re-
turns to God who gave it; 1ot as a rational and in-
telligent existence, but as the principle of life merely.
Man cannot destroy it. As Paul says, ¢ your life is
hid with Christ in God.”  When Christ who is onr
life shall appean,” theugh our enemies kill this, body,
yet our life shall oot be lost but shall he restored to
the body in its inte faptilde state—“and then shall
ye also appear vntr’!ﬁm in glory” “He that find
eth his life shall e it, and he who loseth his life
for my sake shall timd*it.” Though they kilt your

body, the principle of life shall retarn to God who |

gave it. And he shall restore it again, though ap-
parentls lost, to your incoriuptible body; and thus
shall you keep it unto life eternal. * For what is a
man profited if he shall gain the whole wotld, and
lose his own soul; or what shall & man give in ex-
change for his soul?” The question does not speak
of the happiness of the goul, but of the soul itself, as
a thing that may be lost, or bartered away. The
previous verse calls it life: they mean the same thing.
If the soul of man was immortal by nature, it counld
not be lost, or exchanged for somelﬁing}ess valuable.

3d. From the punishment threatened to the nn-
godly, T should not infer its immortality, but its de-
struction and extinction. The first penalty held up
1o Adam previous to the fall was, “In the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shaltsurely die.” This curse
was, after the fall, explained to Adam: “In the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return
unto the ground, for out of it wast thou taken: for
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.,” No
intimation was given to Adam that he was to have
an existence beyond the grave. The punishment
threatened ended at the grave. Sorrow in life fol-
lowed by death: *“dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return.” The prospect held up before Adam,
was that he should go back to the dust from whence
he was taken, and God would take back the prinei-
ple of life be had conditionally given to Adam. An
extinetion of being was the prospect before his mind.
If Christ had not come as the resurrection and the
life, there would have been no future existence for
man. And unti]l he was promised, there was no
curse that reached beyond the grave. It is in this
sensce that as “in Adamn all died, even so in Christ
shall all hie made alive” Al lost their existence in
Adam: all shall have it again in Churist restored to
themn. But there is a second death; and as there
was an extinction of being in prospect before Adam
which was ouly prevented by Christ’s coming as the
resurrection and the life, the second death will he an
entire extincticn of being—a destruction for which
there 1s no remedy, being a destruction of both soul
and body in hell. The prirciple of life will be de-
strayed, andl there can be no resurrection from the
second death. T have set before you Life and death”
— ¢ the soul that sinneth, it ball die.”  For, behold

the day eceth that shiall burn as an oven; and all | .

the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be
stublile; and the day that cometh shall burn them
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall Jeave them
neither root nor brancl” “ When the wicked spring
as giass, and when all the workers of iniquity do
flonvish, it s that they shall be destrayed for ever.”
David speaking Ly the Spirit, rays, © Let the sinners
be censuined out of the eavth, anil let the wicked be
no more.  Bless thou the Lord, O iy soul.” « And
grather his wheat into the garner, bat will burn np
ihe chaft with unguenchalle fire”  Will the chaff
remuin Lurning yet anconsumed decause it is burnt
up with m quenchable fire # % And these shall go
away inty everlasting punishment, but the righteous
into Lfe eternal”  This puuisbment s the opposite
of life eternal.  What is the doom here threatened ?
1o what does this final, eternal, and everlasting pun-
il ent consist?  Let the apostle Paul speak:
* Whe ehall be punished with everlasting destruction
frot the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of
his power.,” 1s not God’s glory, power, and presence

in all patts of ¢ aniverse !—then whese will the

wicked b after their destmecprsn? They must be out
of God universe, of oul of dximemse, “ Vessels of

wrath fitted to destruction,” ¢ ukther ye together
first the tares and bind them & duedles to burn
them.” When burnt, do they not become extinct?
«If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy.” Not his happinees only shall be destroy-
ed, but himself. “ Whose end is destruction, whose
god is their belly.” Not only their happiness is to
have an end, but THEY are to have an end.

The wicked will not rise with immortal bodies.
Paul, referring to the resurrection, says, “ He that
soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting,” Here corrption, and life ev-
erlasting, are placed in contrast. Corruption is the
opposite of immortality and incorruption. 1If the
wicked are to reap corruption, they arg not to be im-
mortat nor “incorruptible; “ for corrupfon doth not
inherit incorruption.”  Alt whose corruption puts on
incorruption, and whose mortal puts on immortality,
can sing, “ death is swallowed up in victory, O death,
where 18 thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory

4th. 1 should not suppere the soul to he immor-
tal by nature, from the fact that eternal life, or im-
mortality, is & conditional gift: both these terms ex-
press the same idea.. Gixl said of Adam in his fal-
len state, lest he “eat and live for ever.” God. call-
ed a wicked man’s eternal existence, eternal life.
These terms wlen applied to the righteous, always
imply an eternal existence of blessedness. “I am
the living bread which came down from heaven; if
any man eat of this bread he shalt live for ever.
«This is that bread wHich came down from heaven;
he that eateth of this bread shall live forever.” «To
them who by patient continuance in well-doing, seck
for glory, and honor, and immortality; eternal life.”
Immortality i§ a thing to be sought for. This does
not appear as though all were possessed of it. “And
the world passeth away, and the Iust thercof, but he
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” If men
by nature are immortal, will not those who do not
God’s will abide for ever, or remain forever? “ Who
hath abolished death, and hnth hrought s1rg and im-
mortality to light through the gospel.” Immortality
and LiFE are brought to light, and no immortality
but one of life. Death and immontality are no where
brought to light throngh the gospel.

5th. The future existence of man is predicated on
the resurrection of the dead, and not on the immor-
tality of the soul. Christ rays, “ ‘i hat I should lose
nothing, but should raise it up again af the last day.”
“That every one which seeth the Son and believeth
on him may have everlasting life, and I will raise
him up at the last day.” ¢ No man can come to me
except the Father which hath sent me draw him, and
I will raise him up at the lact day.”

Paul says, ¢ of the hope and resurrection of the
dead I am called in question,” ¢ Because he hath
appointed a day in the which he will judge the world

.in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordain-

ed, whereof he hath given assurance unto all men
in that he hath raised him from the dead.” The fi-
nal judgment is here made to depend on the resur-
rection of the dead. “And have hope towards. God
. that there shall be a resurrection of the dead,
both of the just and the unjust.” The resurrection
is the Apostle’s ground of hope. ¢ 1f Christ be not
raised, . then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished.” “If the dead rise
not, let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.” The
Apostle here makes the resurrection of the dead the
ground of hope for future existence. “But I would not
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not even as others
who have no hope.” Why, because the soul s im-
mortal. ¢ For if we helieve that Jesus died and rose
again, even 8o them also which sleep in Jesus wilt
God bring with him.” “And the dead in Christ shall
rise first.” “Blessed are the dead that die in the
Lord from henceforth.” “Their works shall follow
them.” :

This passage is not general in its applicatiom
The words ¢ from henceforth” limit it to the speci-
fied time. “For the hour is coming in the which all
that are in their graves shall hear his voice and shall
come forth: they that have done good, unto the res-
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urrectiou of life, aud they that have done evil, unto
the resurrection of damuation.”

I should suppose from such lauguage that this was
the opening scene of rewards and punishments. Of
a similar character is all the langnage describing the
resurrection and fiual judgient. ¢ So shall it be at
the end of the world, the ange's shall come forth and
sever the wicked from among the just”” Who would
supjose, from such language, that the mass of them
had been separated previously? So in the parable
of the sheep aud goats; theu shall he separate them
aud shall say, “come ye blessed,” aud “ depart ye
cursed.” This certainly looks like the first and final
separation; the opening scene of reward and punish-
meut. When the Son of man shall come in the glo-
ry of the Father, THen shall he reward every man
according to his works. This confirms the previous
infereuce of no reward till the coming of the Sou
of man. :

In ChristB interview with Mary and Martha, he
did not attempt to comfort them as mauy would in
our day, by describing the rapturous joys of a soul
in heaven. No intimation of this kind was made.
For with all their regrets at losing their brother, we
cannot suppose tley would consent to have him call-
ed from such scenes to the sorrows of earth again.
But Christ comforted them by saying: “I am the
resurrection and the life, he that believeth in me
though he were dead, yet shall he live again. Mar-

“tha says, “I know that he shall rise again in the
resurrection at the last day.” ¢ Beloved, uow are we
thie sons of God, and it doth not yet appear whatwe
shall be, but we kuow that wlien he shalt appear, we
shall be like him, for we shall cee him as he is.” We
are not to see Christ as he is till his second appear-
ing. “ Wheu Christ, who is our lifs shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” We
shall not appear with him in glory till his second
appearing. And uot only they, but % we ourseives
groan withiu ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to
wit, the redemptiou of our body.” We have the spir-
it of adoptiou whereby we cry, Abba, Father. But
the adoptiou itself does not take place till the body
is redeemed. * For we inust all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, that every one may receive .
the things done in s body according to that he
hath done, whether it be good or bad.”  Wa are to
be judged ouly for the deeds done in the body. Yet
if the souls of wicked men possess a conscious and
intelligent existence, some of them have been siuning
for thousands of years,

If the foregoing thoughts are correct, the redeem-
ed will owe to the Lord Jesus Christ, not only their
aternal felicity, but their eternal existence also._ “For
the wages of sin is death: but the gift of God iseter-
nal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

5 Tt ¢~st him death to save oar lives;
To hay our souls it cost his owa :

And all the unkanwa joy he gives,
Were bought with agonies aunknown.”

« But man dieth aud wasteth away: yea, man giv-
eth up the ghost, and where is he? As the waters
fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth. and drieth
up; so man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heav-
eus be no move, they shl?ll not] gw?l;e, nor be raised

f their steep.” Job xiv, 10-12.
ouf‘ %[is breath-goeth forth, he returneth to his earth;
in that very day his thoughts perish.” Ps. cxlviy 4.

« Men and brethren, let mo freely speak nato you
of the patriarch David, that he is bo}h Qead aod bur-

ied, and his sepnlchre is _Wlth us to 'this ,E]ay. F('a'r
David is not ascended into the heavens.” Acts ij,
29, 34.—Selected.

L ———
Let us Return unto the Lord,

us return unto the Lord ; for he hath torn,
he hath smitten, and be wilé bin(llx us u.pi
3 will fie revive us: in the third day he wil
A:;.:: "“I]:ouilyaild we -halt Jive in his sight. Then shall we
;now if wa’ follow on to know the Lord; his going forth is
Te A;red as the morning: and he shall come nnto u? as the
:I-’uirf’. as the Iatter and former rain unto tho earth. —-Hosca
vi, 1-3 .

«The text to which I have directed your at-
tention, in the above paragraph, is one of the
richest and most interesting prophecies that was
aver delivered to mortals by any prophet since Lht}
world began. Every word speaks, and is full o

i ¢ Come, and et
snd he will heal us;

meaning ; every sentence is a volame of instruc-

tion. No wisdom of man could commuuicate as
much iu as few words. It is a pearl of great price,
lying deep in the waters of prophecy ; it is a dia-
mond, which will cut the film that covers the vis-
ual organ of the readers of God's word ; itis a gem
in the mountain of God's house, thiniug in the
darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not.
It puzzled the Tliarisee, coufounded the Scribe,
and perplaxed the Sadducee, It has, and will cou-
tinue to bave the same influence on similar char-
acters until-the end of time, The great men of
the earth will ot stoop to its light, because it -lies
too low. The small men of the earth will not pick
it up, for fear of ridicule from those above™ them.
Aud now, dear veader, I am afraid you will go and
do likewise,—eitheretreat it with,contempt or ridi-
cule. But you will find, if you will examine, that
in it is contained,—

“I. Our puty To Gob.

& ¢ Clome, let usreturn unto the Lord;’ and, * If
we follow on to know the Lord. Here is the whole
duty of man, as clearly described as any crystal
could make it, Repent, believe,” and obey, are
clearly inculeated. What better words could an
orator make use of, to excite the minds of men to
noble deeds of daring, than are here used by the
prophet ¢ ¢ Clome ’—he invites—¢ let wus '—he
will go witlr them—* return) Ah! what a word
—return ! Traveler, have you ever waudered far
from home, in 4 cold, unfeeling world, amoug stran-
gers, among robbers, enemies, thieves! and hard-

wounded and torp, spoiled and robbed, smitten:
aud cheated, hated and reviled, and tlis, too, for
days, months, or years 2 Have you at last ¢ return:
ed’ to your family, your friends, your native land ?
Do you remember those familtar objects, as you
returned—thé way, tle mouutain, the hill, the val-
ley, and the plain ; the grove, the turu, the house,
and the brook? Do you remember the tree, the
roci, the barberry-bush, the gate and the post, the
doorway and lateh? ¢O, yes,’ say you; ¢ Iremem-
ber, too, my beating and palpitating h-art, and
the fulling tear which Istopped to wipe away from
my Ylanched cheek, while my hand was on the
latch., T remember how I listened to hear the
loved ones breathe, althougl it was theu iu the
dark watches of the night.’

* Thus tells the wanderer the tale of nis ¢ return;’
and in like manner could all the wandering sons
of Zion speak of their ‘return) You, thew, who
have experienced these things, can realize the val-
ue of the word ‘return” And from' my soul I
pity thie wanderer that never has recurned *unto
the Lord;’ to him that loved us, to him ‘who died
for us; more, vastly more, thae mortal friends
could ever do-—he died. And so, say you, cau fa-
thers die for childreu, and mothers for their sors;
children cau give their lives, though rare the gift,
to save the lifs of pareuts; husbands, and wives,
aud friends have fallen, to save each other from
death. Al this is true. But here is love greater
than these; ¢ for while we were enemibs Clriat
died for us,) Yea, more: he left bis Fatlier’s pres.
ence, his glory, and that heaven where Angels
dwell; where he, the brightest star iu all- the up-
per world, stood highest; where seraphim and
cherubim in glory cast dowu their crowns, aud wor-
shiped at his feet. ¢ He became poor, that we
through his poverty might be made rich.” Again:
hie bore our shame, and by his stripes we arc heal-
ed. He was buffcted for our offences, and despi-
sed by mortals, for whom he suffered iu the flesh.
He roxe from death for our justification, and-asceud-

‘td on high, to intercede for sinners, and bas sent

dowa his Spirit to bring us wauderers home,

&< For he hath torn.” True, he suffers our sins
to tear us, and those earthly powers, in whom we
trust, to break our proud hearts, and, therefore,
tears away our vain supports. He tears our atfec-
tions from earthly things, that he may place them
on a more enduring substance. He tears our
hearts from idol gods, that he may plice them ou
God supreme. .

“ ¢ And he will heal us? Yes, he will heal us
from all our backslidings, and love us freely for his
own name's sake. He will heal us from sin, b
showing us it«deadly nature. He will healus from

worldly affections, by placing our affections in heav-
cu. He will heal our hearts of idolatry, by the
taking possession of them himself, He will heal
us from death, by the resurrectiou from the grave.

“ ¢ He hath smitten.) God has so ordered, in his
providence, that his childreu cannot have inter-
course and association with men of the world, and
with the kingdoms of this earth, but that persecu-
tion, or loss of Christian character, issure to follow.
The prophet is showing the present state of the
chureh, while the tares and wheat are growing to-
gether. The children of God shall be smitten
—mcaning they shall be chastised, persecuted,
ruled over. Ses the Roman power, from the days
of their connection with the Jews until the present
time, ruling over, persecating, and tgampling under
foot the church of God. Our text %ot only show-
ing us our duty to God, but itteaches us the suffer-
ings of the church, the dealings o God with her,
aud her final redemption; the first and second
coming of her Lord; her final deliverance from
death aud ail enemies, and her glorified reigu.

¢ ¢ And he will bind us up?’  whichisa prom-
ise of Gol, that, although the church should be
torn aud smitten, yet he would heal them, aud
bind them up. In due time he would gather them
into oua fold ; he wonld bind up all their wounds.
and heal them of all their maladies. He would
visit their transgressions with a rod, and their in-
iguities with stripes; but his loving kinduess he

would not take from them.”
hearted worldlings? Have you been sick, and weak, [

- [Wmn, Miller.

Remarks.—Should the eye of any rest upou the
above piece, who were engaged iu the past Advent
movement, but who have now gone back into the
world and given up the blessed Hope, therc is a re-
turn to which we would invite them. .

You remember how brightly the “candle of the
Lord ”” has shoue around his people in days gone by,
and how their pathway was liglited up before them.
That light was not a false light, nor has it yet he-
come extinguished ! but it has grown brighter and
brighter upon the path of the just. To that light we
invite you to retarn. :

You remember the faith that actuated believers in
those days. wheu Wm. Miller himself- was upon the
stage of action, and the world was made to tremble
before the power of truth, backed up as it was by a
consistent example on the part of itsadvocates. Then
faith and works agreed ; and the world was impressed
with the divinity of truth, and compelled to acknowl-
edge the hand of God in the movement. To that
faith we invite you to return. .

You remember the love that burned krightly in the
hearts of the saints, both to God, and oaeto another,
and the zeal with which they strove to arouse their
fellow men to a knowledge of the truth. We invite
you to return again to your first love.

We would urge this upan you, because no promise
that God has given us has failed. We mistook a
prophecy and were disappointed. When that disap-
pointment is explained, consistency requires, if we
hiave the love of truth in us, that we still hold on.
This disappointment is'explained. Further light has
made all clear; and t e past, which the world blind-
ly refard as an utter failure, and a standing refuta-
tion to all our claims, has not only became as elear
as the noon-day, but even a mighty bulwark to our
present position.

The true watchmen are yetheard proclaiming* The
morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will in-
quire, inquire ye; return, come.” * Then shall we
know,” says the prophet, ** if we follow on to know the
Lord: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and
he shall come unto usas the rain, as the latter
and former rain unto the earth.—Ep.

CrericaL BroncHilis.—A physician writes a
communication to one of the religions joarnalsin which
he attributs this disease to a non-use of the vocal or-
gans on week days and their double vse on Sundays,
to mental anxiety as to support, and to the use of to-
baceco. He reeommends to the preacher to read aloud

Y | at least half au hour each day, to quit smoking and

chewing; and on the menibership he erjoins a mord
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liberal support of the ministry, as the only sensible
way of curing the disease.

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

*Sanolify them through thy truth ; thy word is truth.”
BATTLE CREEK. FIFTH-DAY, MAE, 27.1856 .

THE CLOSE OF THE VOLUME.

In taking a retrospect at the close of another volume,
we see many things to inspire in usgratitudeand thanks-
giving. There has heen an increase of hrethren from its
commencement, and more especially of late a rising of
spirituality in all parts of the field,and a corrresponding
seal in discharging the duties incumbent upon the peo-
ple of God, iv~glew of the fact that the last Message of
Mercy is now going forth.

1f our position be the right one, if we are standing in
the light of revealed truth, well may it excite in us zeal
and energy in makifg it known to our fellow-men. If
the great crowning truth of revelation is about to be ful-
filled, and the end of all things is at band, to what a mo~
mentous period has the world arrived. It is a matter in
which the whole world is concerned! It is an event in
which every living soul has an interest! And the hare

PoSaIBILITY that it might be true, it would seem, wuuld |-

be sufficient to arouse all to a thorough investigation of
the subject. But if there is not only a possihility, hut a
great PROBABILITY. and even ABUNDANT PROOF that these
things are 50, how should we expect to see all awake
and eager to learn by what they were supported.

That we are not right in our views of the future and the
coming of the Son of man yet remains to be proved; and
there would be more chance for skepticism were it not
that all the great events of the present day, as fulfill-
meats of prophecy, unite in hearing testimony to the fact
that this present world draweth to a close. Now it cer-
tainly cannot do any one any hurt to inquire if these
things are so. Let them remember that they are events
in which they have a personal interest, and if they are
about to burst upon us it is important that we know it,
and be prepared to meet them.

That there are great truths especially applicable (o the
present time, and that there are fearful scenes just be-
fore us, we fully believe. To keep these truths steadily
before the minds of the people, and to urge upon them a
preparation for coming events, has heen thr object of the
Revizw; and no man can say that thisobject is no* good,
until it shall he shown that we are wrong in our appli-
cations of scriptures, and have no grounds for our ex-
Ppectations.

Our aim is to draw light from the surs word of proph-
ecy and acquaint ourselves with the essential truths of
God’s revealed will. We have no theory at stake: we de-
sire truth only, We do not labor to build up a sect or
party: we labor for the good of souls; to prepare our-
selves and others to stand the test of that great day It
ill becomes any one, in these last moments of time, and
in view of eternity soon to open before us, to have for a
moment any other object. 'What matter creeds and par-
ty distinetions, since they shalksoon be swept into eter-
nal obliviun, and only those who love and obey the truth
as it is in Jesus, will remain unscathed.

The Revizw claims no infallibility for any connected
with it; hat it does claim it for every Thus eaith the
Lord,” and in his name demands obedience.

From looking at the past we also learn that the Lord
will have s tried and tested people. And we seethatthe
Third Angel's Message proves no exception to the Sav-
jour’s parable of the net—it gathers good and bade But
the bad will be sified, shaken, and driven out hy trials
and diseouragements. They will not endure long to bear
the eross against a sfeady carrent of oppesition, and
the ¢ patient waiting”” will wear them out completely.
The good alone will « hold f3st’’ and reeeive theircrown.

We wonld here express our thanks to our many kind
friends for their words of comfort and encouragement by
which we have been cheered and strengthened. We are
all yet fellow-lahorers in the Lord’s vineyard. But the
‘“gven* is evidently fast approaching when we shall be
called to receive our reward.

——————
OFFICE REPORT,

Ir will require to meel the expenses of the Volume
which closes with this number, $351,50.

‘We have on our books thirty-eight who owe for Vols.
VI, and VII, whose indebtedness amounts to $76. We
have two-hundred and thirty-eight who have paid noth-
ing on Vol. V1I, amonnting to $238. We have fifty-eight
on the poor list who receive the paper at half price,

leaving a deficiency of $29; and we have on tho free list
fifty-two, leaving $52 to be made up on this list by the
liheral. Towards meeting the expenses of the Poor and
Free list, we have received by donation $46,19, leaving
yet due on this department of our expenses $34,81.

At the price at which the Review is now puhlished, if
we received full and prompt payment for all that are
xent out, the paper wculd support itseif; but as there are
deficiencies like the above constantly accumulaling, the
Puhlishing Committee will look to the special friends of
truth to see them met.

§% Durine the month of March, thus far, we have had
one hundred and ape new guhscrihers. In opposition to
this we have stoppedyboth hy order and at our own dis-
cretion, forty-five;-leaving us a net gain of fifty-six.
These stoppages include all who have signified their wish
to discontinue at the close of this Volume. If we have
accidentally passed over any. and their papers still con-
tinue, they will please inform us. One sister ordered the
paper stopped, not because she did not like it, but he-
cause she liked it too well to bave it burned up; as an
opposing husband committed it to the flames, or other-
wise destroyed it as soon s received

e —

THE SEVENTH ANGEL,

Rev. xi, 15. [First clause.] “And the seventh angel
sounded.”” Most writers hold tbat the seventh angel
is a literal angel; some say it is Gahriel, others, thatit is
Christ. To this view we offer the following objections:—

1. These same writers hold that six of the seven an-
gels are symbols; how, then, can they make the last of
the series literal? By what authority do they change the
last of a series of symbols into a literal angel? The sev-
en angels are all of the same character—symbholic.

2. The sounding of the seventh angel caunot be Ga-
briel, or Christ calling forth the dead, and changing the
living just; (which is represented as the.work of a mo-
ment. 1 Cor. xv, 51, 52;) for its sounding ocenpies days.
« But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel,”” &e.
Rev. x, 7. These days are doubtless prophetic, i. e, a
day for a year. The fifth angel sounded 150 days;
[years;] the sixth sounded 391 years and 15 days. The
sounding of the seventh angel also cevers years. Under
the sounding of the former, a series of events occurred;
under the sounding of the eeventhangel a series of events
are also pointed out, several of which occur prior to the
Second Advent,

Verse 15. [Last clause.] “And there were great voic-
es in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ; and
he shall reign for ever and ever,” These voices heard in
hsaven symbolize the testimony of the church on earth,
the same as the three angels of chap. xiv  If this view
be objected to, and if the objector thinks the voices are
to be heard alone in heaven, we would inquire, How
many “ kingdoms’® there are in the third heavens? And
when do they become Christ’s? It will he seen very
readily that the testimony of the voices is to be given
where the kingdoms (plural) are. This testimony, then,

second coming. In a certain sense the kingdoms of this
world hecome Christ’s before his second coming.

Ps. ii, 7-9. I will declare the decree: the Lord hath
said unto me, Thon art my Son; this day have I begotten
thee. Ark of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for
thine inheritance, and the uttormost patts of the earth
for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod
of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potler’s
vessel.” Here we see that the npations first become
Christ’s, and, second, he dashes them in pieceslike a pot
ter’s vessel at his advent.

Dan. vii, 13, 14. I saw in the night visions, and, be-
hold, one like the Son of man came with the clonds of
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they
brought him near hefore him. " And there was given him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, na-
tions, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is
an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”* The
coming mentioned in the text is not to carth; but to the
Ancient of days  Christ then receives of the Father the
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom. This all takes
place prior to his descent to earth. He receives the
throne of David, which is in the capital of the. fifth
kingdom, the New Jerusalem, before he comes to earth.
This is the marriage of the Lamh. When Christ comes,

he “returns from the wedding.”” Luke xii, 36. Then

is to he given by the Church of God, prior to Christ’s|

just prior to the Second Advent, Christ reccives the
throne and Capital of bis kingdom. Healso receives the
kingdoms of this world; and the church in her mo:tal
state proclaims the kingdoms of this world our Lord’s
and his Christ’s.

Verse 18. [First clause.] «And the nations were an-
gry, and thy wrath is come.” We notice, first, the an-
gry nations. During the year 1855, seventy-two battles
have heen fought, and wore than 350,000 men have been
slain. From this we may form some idea of the condi-
tion of this world when it can be emphatically said, the
nations are angry. i

“And thy wrathis come.”” This we regard as the un-
mingled wrath of God, in the seven last plagues. Rev.
xiv, 10; xv, 1; xvi. The cup of God’s wrath will he pour-
ed out without mixture of mercy. Christ’s work as Priest
will be for ever closed. « He which is filthy, let him be
filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous
still.”” Those who would obtain merey of God, and a
pardon for all their sins, must attend to. @fe work before
God’s wrath shall be poured out. First, the nations will
be angry; and in that time of confusion, will the loud ery
of the Third Angel be closed up. Then will follow the
wrath of God in the seven last plagues, but not till the
voice of warning is bushed, and every lip employed in
giving the last warniug is stilled.

Verse 18. [Last clanse.] “¢And the time of the dead
that they should he judged, and that thou shouldest give
reward unto thy servants the prophets, aud to the saints,
and them that fear thy nawee, small and great; and should-
est destroy them which destroy the earth.”

We regard the « dead,” mentioned in the text as one
class, and the saints as another. The saints are judged
hefore they are raised, and soare the wicked dead. But
they will he judged by Christ and the saints during the
thousand years of Rev. xx, aud raised at the close of that
period and destroyed.

Then, what is the «time of the dead that they should
be judged?’ Anps. The 1000 years. This is the next
great event following the reven last plagues. The great
day of judgment will be iniroduced by the coming of
Chbrist. The next great event is expressed as follows:—

“And that thou shuuldest give reward uato thy ser-
vants the prophets, and to the saints, and to them that
fear thy name small and great.’>. Althoggh these have
bad immortality, and have reigned with Christ in the Ho-
ly City 1000 years, yet they have not had their full re-
ward, and will not till the New Heavens and Earth ap-
pear at the close of the 1000 years.

Rev. v, 9, 10,-shows the condition of the saints during
the 1000 years, and the place to which they are looking
for their full reward. « And they sung a new.song, say-
ing, Thon art worthy to take the hook, and: to open the
seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 2is
to God by thy hlood, out of every kindred, and tomgue
and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God
kings and priests; and we shall reign on the earth,”” Dur-
ing the 1000 years the saiuts reign in judgment, and at
the close of that period their reign on the earth com-
mences,

“And shonldest destroy them which destroy (corrupt,
margin) the earth.”” When will this take place? Ans.
At the second death, at the close of God’s great week, at
the time the saints are rewarded by the reception of the
entire earth restored to its Eden glory.

Thus closes the events of the seventh angel, covering
all the dreadful scenes of the third woe,.reaching to the
time when all woe will cease at the second death, and

when all things will he made new. I W,

THE MYSTERY OF GOD.

“Burin the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when
be shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be
finished, as he hath declared to his servants, the proph-
ets.” Rev.x,7. In the.following brief examination of
this subject, we desire to answer tke following inquiries:

1. What is the Mystery of God?

2. What is the finishing of this Mystery?

3. When will it be finished?

First. What is the Mystery of God? Aunswer. The
gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. But the Scriptures
are very explicit on this point, and we will let them tee-
tify.

Col. i, 25-29; ii, 1-3. “ Whereof I am made a minister,
according to the dispensation of God which is given to
me for yon, to fulfill the word of God; even the mystery
which hath been hid from ages and from generatrons, but

now is made manifest to his saints: to whom God would
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make known whanW this mys-
tery among the Gentiles; whiehris€Bist in you, the hope
of glory: whom we preach, warning every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdow; that we may present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto I also la-
bor, striving according to his working, whigh worketh in
me mightily.

«For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have
for you. and for them at Landicea, and for as many as
have not seen my face in the flesh; that their hearts
might be comforted, being knit togetber in love, and un-
to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to
the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the
Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge.**

E.ph. iii, 1-9. «For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of
Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dis-
pensation of the grace of God which is given we to you-
ward: how thaj by revelation he made known unto me
the mystery; 4§l wrote afore in few words; whereby,
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ,which in other ages was not made known
unto the rons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles
should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partak-
ers of his promisein Christ by the gospel: whereof I was
made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God
given unto me by the effectual working of his power.
Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchahle riclies of Obrist; and to make all men see
what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the
beginning of the world hath heen hid in God, who crea-
atgd all things hy Jesus Christ.”

Chap. vi, 19. +And for me, that utterance may be giv-
en nnto me, that I may open my month boldly, to make
known the mystery of the gospel.”

‘Rom, xvi, 25-27. “ Now to him that is of power to
stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mys-
tery, which was kept secret since the world began, but
now is made manifest, and by the Scriptures of the

Prophets, according to the commandment of the ever- |

lasting God, made known to, all nations for the obedience
of faith: to God ofily wise, be glory through Jesus Christ
for ever. Amen.”

The word appears in its ploral form in 1 Cor.iv, 1.
« Let a man so account of us as of the ministers of Christ,
and stewards of the mysteries of God.* Read the para-
ble of the sower, which so foroibly. illustrates the gospel
aud its effect upon the hearts of the children of fen.
Mark iv, 11, 12 And he said unto-them, Unto you it is
given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: bnt
unto them that are withoufy all these things are done in
parables: that seeing they may see and not perceive;
and hearing. they may hear, and not understand; lest at
any time they should be converted, and their sins should
be forgiven them.”

Second. What is the finishing of this mystery? The
geventh angel has been regarded as the «last trump,”
which will raise the dead, [1 Cor. xv, 52,] hence the fin-
ishing of the mystery of God underits sounding has been
regarded as the termination of the gospel at a point of
tm],;x;t we have shown that the sounding of the seventh
angel covers a period of time. Itis days (years)sound-
ing; hence we regard the finishing of the mystery of God
as occupying a period of time under the sounding of the
seventh angel. We therefore hold that the finishing of the
mystery of God i the closing work of the gospel of Je-
sus Christ, embracing the last message of mercy to the
world.

1t will be admitted that the gospel holds a very close
relation to the ministry of Christ in the Heavenly Sanc-
tuary. As the tenth day atonement for the eleansing of
the sanctoary of the first covenant was the finishing up
of the work of that year, so the ministration of Christ for
the cleansing.of the Heavenly Sanctuary after the ter-
mination of the 2300 days of Dan. viii, is the finishing
up of Christ’s entire work as Priest. And while his
work gs Priest is being’ finished in heaven, the mystery
of God, which is the gospel to the world, is being finish-
ed on earth in the third message, which is the last that
offers salvation,

. Third. When will the mystery of God he finished?
Rev. x, T, seems to be a sufficient answer to this §nestion,
«Bat in the days of the voice of the seventh angel,
WHEN HE SHALL BEGIN TO SOUND, the mistery
of God should be finished.” Then the finishing of the

.

mystery of God occupies a period of time, and that peri-
od isat the beginning of the sounding of the seventh
angel.

We have seen that the seventh angel, or third woe,
reaches to the second death at the close of the 1000 years
of Rev. xx, covering all woe. We have also seen that it
begins to sound before immortality is given to the saints,
as several event: - . der its sounding takes place while
the saints are in their mortal state. Rev. xi. We think
it commenced sounding at the termination of the 2300
days in 1844; and from that point of time to the close of
the Third Message, the mystery of God is being finished.
Then it will be said, « He that is unjust, let him be nn-
Jjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still;
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and
and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And behold
I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give ev-
ery man according as his work shall be.”

Let the candid compare with this sentiment the heresy
that the gospel in its greatest glory is to go forth after
the coming of the Lord, during the 1000 years of Rev xx.

I.w.

WHEN THE SON OF MIAN COMETH, SHALL
HE FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH ?

Tuere is no denying that all forms of religion are los-
ing their power and effect upon the mass of the people.
This is a significant sign of the age in which we live.
And there are many causes working to accomplish this
end. Of Charles Dickens, whose writings are very ex-
tensively read, and possess a powerful influence with the
people, the “Aberdeen Free Press”’ says:—

“In the van of those who are lahoring to sever the
working classes from whatlittle hold religion yet retains
on them, we are sorry to find Mr. Dickens marching-~
and in a style of harlequin hravado, anything but credit-
able to one claiming his good feeliug, and possessing his
amount of common senge.””

From the ¢ Evangelist’’ we learn the following relative
to the state of religion in a portion, at least, of New York
State, From thesimilarity of these reports in all denom-
inations, we may safely give it a general application.

NARRATIVE OF TBE STATE OF RELIGION IN THE BOUNDS

OF THE PRESBYTERY OF ROCHESTER.

“While a survey of the territory occupied by this Pres-

bytery is suited to create some painful feelings on ac-

.count of the low religious interest, and the absence of re-

vivals of religion, there are some things suited to encour-
age our hearts, .

Our Zion is in a state of mourning. The Holy Spirit
has not visited us as in former years, and we have great
cause for deep humiliation in view of the sing, the world-
liness, and spiritual indifference of most of our Church-
es. God hasdealt with us in a peculiar manner. By di-
minishing the fruits of the earth, theability of the Clurh-
es to contribute for benevolent objects has been some-
what curtailed, and we regret to say that some have seiz-
ed upon that fact as an excuse for penuriousmess. God
has also permitted the elements to contend with our re-
ligious interests by overshadowing many of our Sabhaths
with clouds and storms, and thus farnish excuses more
plausible than usual, for persons not deeply interested in
religion to absent themselves from the house of God, and
to detain so many of poor health, who love the ways of
Zion.

These circumstances may have had something to do
with the absence of revivals of religion. Whatever may
bave been the cause or causes, the fact is notorious, and
calls loudly for hnmiliation and prayer.”

) Business.
J. Y. Wilcox:—You are credited to Vol. VIII,

W. Wilcox:—We continue yonr paper.

t5%~ The P. O. Address of G. W. Holt, is Milan, Erie
Co., Ohio.

The P. O. Address, of J. Hart, is Round Grove, White-
side Co., I1l.

GENERAL CONFERENCE.

We have consulted with several bretbren on the suh«
ject of a General Conference, and there seems to be an
agreement that there should be a General Conference
beld at Battle Creek, to commence about May 23d. We
make this statement that the probable time of the meet-
ing may he known in season. A definite appointment

can he given hereafter. I W,
——— —————

§3™ Wz suggest, that when the brethren enclose a bank
note to pay for the REvizw, they enclose another te meet

what is due en Vol. VII, and to. move Office &c. Dues
look bad. i w.

R e

2% B. M. A.—A full answer to your questions would
require more time and room than we can spare at present.
Before we leave ths subject to which your questions re-
late, we Bhall endeavor to thoroughly investigate all parte
of it; and in meeting ohjections, your questions will be
angwered. If, however, as the investigation progresses,
you are not satisfied on all points, you will please speci-
fy such points, and we will particularly notice them.

. 7. w.
e —————— e

What Day of the Week was Observed by the
Apostles and Primitive Christians?

Tax practice of the apostles aud early Christians is
justly admitted to have an influence in determining how
we should understand and discharge our religious duties.
For this reason, the strongest efforts are made to show
that they regarded the first day of the week as the Sab-
bath. But the Scriptnres afford no evidence of this. On.
the contrary, there is the fullest proof that they relig-
iously observed the seventh day—the only day which is
called Sahhath in the New Testament. In confirmation
of this slatement, we notice the distiuction that is con-
stantly made in the writings of the apostles hetween the
Sahbath and the first day of the week. Theseventh day
is uniformly called the Sahbath, and thefirstday is men-
tioned only as'such. Had the writers of the New Test-
ament adopted any other day for the Sahhath than the
one commonly called by that name, tbeir manner of
speaking of these days is hoth mysterious and deceptive,
as it is directly calculated to mislead us respecting a re-
ligious duly. No person who regards the first day for the
Christian Sabhath, will apply this name to the seventh
day; neither will one observing the seventh day, style
the first day of the week the Sahhath. The reason isob-
vious. - Such a course would be contrary to his nnder-
standing of truth, and it would lead others to misunder-
stand his sentiments. For this reason the apostles would
not do it.

In addition fo this custom of callifig the seventh day
the Sabbath, we find it was the custom of those early
Christians to assemble for divine worship on the Sab-
bath day. The manner in which the Sahbath and the
first day following our Lord?s crucifixion were observed,
sufficiently proves what the sentiments and practice of
the disciples were at that time. It is said of them, that
“they rested the Sabbath day according to the command-
went,” and on the first day they « traveled and went in-
to the country.’”” In the I3th chapter of Acts, we are
told that Paul and his company went to a place of wor-
ship in Antioch on the Sabbath day; and we have a
sketch of the sermon preached by Paul on that occasion.
By the request of his Gentile bearers, he preached the
next Sabbath, when nearly the whole city came to hear
him. In Philippi, Paul and his company, on the Sab-
bath, resorted to the river-side where prayer was wont to
be made. At this time Lydia was converted and bap-
tized. In the 18th chapter of Acts, it is said of Paul, who
was associated with certain disciples in Corinth, that “he
reasoned in the synagognes every Sabhath, and persuad-
ed the Jews and Greeks;”” and this practice he continu-
ed in their eity a year and a half. At Epbesus, Paul
went into the synagogue.and reasuned with the Jews,
which is also admitted to have been on the Sabbath day.
In Thessalonica, there was a synagogue of the J ews, and
Pan], as his manner was, went in unto them, and three
Sabhath days reasoued with them out of the Scriptures.
Acts xvii, 2. These quotations are sufficient to show that
the apostles and primitive Christians observed the an.
cient Sabbath. In Acts xxviii, 17, Paul, in reply to the
slanderous reports of his enemies, declares that he had
committed nothing agaiust the customs of the fathers.
Now, was it the custom of the fathers to keep the seventh
day for the Sahbath? And was it contrary to their cus-
tom to keep the first day? If so, then Paul keptthe sev-
enth day of the week, and pot the first, for the Sabhath,
In this thing there was a perfect agreement among all
the Christians of the apostolic churches. The Jews, who
were ever ready to accnse them, and render them despic-
able in the eyes of their nation, never uphraided them
with a violation of the weekly Sabbath, which with them
Was a crime worthy of death. These facts are sufficient
to prove that the apostles and their associate Christians
religiously observed the Sabbath of the fourth command-
ment,—Sab, Vindicator,
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God is Love.

¢ Can & woman forget her sucking child, that she
should not have compassion on her offspring ? Yea,
they may forget, yet will not I forget thee.” Isa.
xlix, 15.

The Bihle is full of good and precious promises ;
and those who have male God their hope have never
found an hour so filled with sorrow and darkncss
that a gleam has not shone from the Father of lights
to inspire hope, and give strength to the fainting soul.
How illustrative of God’s tender merey is the pass-
age ahove quoted : though a mother may forget her
offspring, the child she loves, yet will not God forget
his chosen few on earth.

Could the servant of the Lord feel how great the
love of God towards him is, troly he would never
faint and repine. But here we see and know only in
part. and it deta not yet appear what is laid up for
the people of God; but they have a volume fiHed
with hope-inspiring promises to comfort themn while
they tarry *mid sorro'v and sin ; and the joys and beau-
ties of the land to which they journey are in this vol-
ume portrayed in language too heautiful for any hut
an inspired penman to utter. Truly God islove, and
50 loves his people that he will safely lead them
through every hour of sorrow and temptation till they
reach that home which the Creator of all things will
fitly prepare for those who are worthy to receive it.

J. F. B.

Buck's Bridge, St. Law. Co, N, Y.

COMMUNICATIONS.

From Bro. Holt.

Bro. Smita :—I am happy to hear of the prosper-
ity of Zion through the columns ofthe Review. My
heart is made to burn within me, while I rcad. the
rich articles on different subjects of Bible truth. and
the spirited epistles from hrethren and sisters in dif-
ferent parts of the field.

The light of the Third Anget truly appears like the
path of the just that is as the shining light that shin-
eth more and more unto the perfect day. We hope
that the stewards of the Lord will see to1t that the Of:
fice is free from embarrassmentso that the Review
may continue its weekly visits to the scattered and
lonely pilgrims who are hungry and thirsty for the
bread and water of life and salvation.

Interest to hear on the subjects of truth which we
believe, is increasidg in this part of the field. Con-
gregations have listened with manifest interest to
learn our position. Many have procured hooks and
are investigating. We crave the prayers of the Charch
for success in this vicinity.

In hope of eterual life. G. W. Hovr.

Fremont O. March, 1856.

From Bro. Lawrence.

I have just spent sixteen days from home, mostly
in new places, and find a number interested to hear and
read on those portions of truth not nsnally presented.
Five have ordered the Review. The tears of several
were expressive of the effect of truth. Perhaps one
dozen families out of five reighborhoods epened their
doors for the servants of the Lord, urging us or oth-
erg to call and more fully present the “present truth,”
All the puhlications that Ipha.d were catled for.

My heart is encouraged to endure the toils of the
way, and lay all upon the Lovd’s altar without re-
serve. The long months of trial and domestic afflic-
tion that [ have been passing through, are doing a
good vork for me. I am comforted with the pros-
pect of sharing with the “ reinnant” as the canse con-
tinues to rise. and finally share in the “ new song” of
triumph that awaits those who ** keep the word of
his patience’ unto the end.

I feel assured that the Lord is leading us in just the
way that will both purify and prove us, and at the
same time sift ont those who do not learn that sub-
mission necessary to lead us *'into the unity of the
faith,” by obedience to the commandments of God
and the testimony of Jesus Choist.

It is my prayer that the “word of his (God's)
grace” may govern all that profess to believe in the
work of the Third Angel’s Message, that we may gain
an eternal inheritance among all them which are sanc-

tified. H. W, Lawrencs.
Bangor, N. Y.

From Bro. Kuss:ll.

1 have been a believer in the doctrines set forth in
the Review and Herald alove a year, having had ac-
cess tor the reading of the Review above a year and a
half. The first preaching taat I heard’asset forth
in your puhlications was hy Eld. Joseph Bates, in
Haneock Co., Ohio. The Review was sent to me by
him to examine its doctrines, which I did with care,

and found that it taught a Bible doctrine in most
every particular, as far as I am capable of judging.
In the Spring of 1855 I came to this place, and did
not renew my suhscriptiou for the paper ; consequent-
Iy T have not had any since June, as I bave not heen
permanently located since then.

There are ten Sabhath-zeepers here, and many
more that are almost persuaded to be. We much
need a preacher of the last message to preach to the
people in this valley. They would accomplish much
good, and would bring many souls out of Babylon,

‘Wnm. RussELL.

Adams Co., Wis., March, 1856

P.S. Our place is known a considerable ways hy

the name of the Lemonweer Valley, near a small vil-|

lage by the name of Mauston, which has twn or three
handred inhabitants who all need the truth.
W. R.

Extracts from Letters.

Bro. J. B. Frishie writes from Bowne, Kent Co,
Mich.. March 17th, 1856:— I am now leciaring to
crowds in the town of Bowne, fourteen wmiles north
of Hastings, where they have never heard a lecture
before. What the result will be, the Lord only knows.
1 have given eight lectures in two large schonl-hous-
es, which have been filled tooverflowing.  All listen-
ed with attention to the discourses on the yresent
truth. They have hought almost the last remnant
of books that I had on hand. Many say that they
never saw the people so stirred up before in Bowne.
and never saw the houses so filled before. There is
some opposition, and that is quite strong. ButTam in
hopes it will give way before the clear truth,

“There is a neighborhood four miles north from
Grand Rapids, where they arc all awake to hear.”

Bro. 0. Davis writes from North Fairhaven, Masx.,
Mar. 9th. 1856:—" 1 feel glad that steps are being
taken to place the publishing of books and tracts in
the hands of a committce of the'ehurch ; not howey-
er intending hy this expression. to cast any reflection
on the course of those whe have through much labor
and trial hrought the work thus far ; but to express
my satisfaction that the church has arrived to that
state of organization when the work can be carried
on through a more general effort. Thaveever thought
that a church system should he as perfect as any
other, and must belicve that it will be so if the in-
structions of its great Head are strictly followed.
How careful was God to b:ing his church under Mo-
ses to a state of order and discipline! And then
azain when the tine came for that system of zovern-
ment to cnd, how careful to introduce another ! Sure-
ly Ged is not the author of confusion and disorder:
even as the Apostie says, If all were the eye, where
were the seeing, &e.

“I have often thought that T would like to he a mem-
ber of that church that should he organized under
the rules and instructions of God’s word. and led hy
the Holy Spirit, which Jesus said shauld lead into
all truth. I have been muach eomforted and strength-
ened of tate in reading the 15th chapter of John
Truly, will not God keep us if we abide in the vine?
And O may we so walk as to he indeed living branch-
es of the true vine. Amnd to those of you who hoid
responsible situations in the church, may God give
wisdom and grace for the discharge of your duties to
the glory of his nawe.”

Bro. A. Hart writes from Delhi, Mich., March 9th.
1856 :—* The Church in Delht are striving to get the
victory over every besetment. We have good sccinl
m:etings, and all are united, and feel the imporianee
of holiness of heart. Our prayer is unitedly that the
Lord will prepare his people for the confiiet that is
just before them. We beiieve that the day is near at
hand when our faith will be tred. We cxpect that
through the blood of the Lamb we shall gvercoime.”

Sister S. Pecklhiam, writes from Oswezo Co., N.
Y.:— O that we may all be able to fulfill the per-
fect law of -love to God and man;’ thenevery word
and act will be in accordance with that principle.
Then may it be traly suid, ‘ The righteousness of the
law is fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh but
after the Spirit.” Says Paul. ‘I protest by your re-
Jjoicing T die daily ;» this death must be t sin. to the
carnal mind, that * he might he ma- -live unto God.”
Ax it is written again, * The body .. -iead because of
gin, but the Spirit is Jife because of righteousness;and
to be earnally minded is death, but to be spiritnally
mi).ded is life and peace.’

*'1 feel that I must make a practical use of every
scripture. or it will profit me little. T mean by the
grace of God so to do. I have marked chapters xii
and xiii of Romauns, as worthy of a cluse application
until I learn how to practice from the heart every

precept therein contained. If hy our words we are
to be justified or condewnned, which ar: always indio-
ative of the spirit we are of, how important that we
obtain the right Spirit that our words may corres-
pond thereto; and prove our own selves hy the word
of God, and thus work out our own salvation with
fear and tremhling.”

Bro. J. A. Wilcox writ:s from Oaqeida Co.. N. Y,,
March, 1856 :—* The way seems to he opening for
the spread of the present truth in this viciuity. Sev-
eral are reading tracts upen the Sabbath guestion and
upon other great triths connécted with the last sol-
emn massage of mercy to the world. The Advent
doctrine never has been proclained but very little in
this vicinity. Several that have read Bro. White's
work on the Signs of the Times testify that it points
out the time we are living in, viz, the last days, very
plainly. I trust that in Go’s own good time some
of his servants may come this way and preach the
¢lorious truths eoncerning the Kingdom of God which
those that endure faithful to the cnd wilsoon be per-
mitted to enter.”

Bro. Enos Grems writes from Dodge Co., M. T,
March 1856 :—** I take up my pen with pleasure, to
let you know that there are a fow here, even here, in
the wilds of Minnesata. that are striving to keep all
the Commandments of God and the Faith of Jesus.
I esteem it a great privilege to enjay the reading of the
Review. 1 hardly know how we could get along
withont it. ‘There are five in this place wlho are keep-
ing the seventh day. Others are anxious to read the
paper and pamphlets, We have not hooks enongh to
snpply them. Quite a number are inquiring about
the new doctrine. O may the Lord guard the rem-
nant.”

Rro. Geo. T. Smith writes from Grand Rapids,
Mien.. March 19th. 1856 :—* The prospeet is good in
this place now for people to receive the truth, I he-
lieve it i8 our duty to stand in the clear light and we
shall he prepared to do others good and give them
the light of the precious truths of the Third Angel’s
Message. God can do a mighty work with a few, if
they are only richt. Numbers are not regnired to
do the work of God ; hnt a riglt people, a people that
do know their God can accomplish great things by
the help of the Lord.”

Sister B. Strout writes from Bradford, Me. :—“T am
thankful that [ am mumbered among the few that are
striving to keep the Commandments df God and ‘the
Faith of Jesus. I am glad ta hear that the cause is
stil progressing. [ rejaice that light is increasing,
and‘will increase till the perfect day. )

“¥refoice that the gifts are being restored to the
charch, for 1 helieve that the Lord will have justsuch
a church that will be furnizhed unto every good word”
and work. [ :ead with interest Bro, Andrews’ arti-
cle on the time to commenc® the Subbath, and acqai-

-esce in it.”

Sister Maria Edson writes from Franklin Co.
Mass :—“1Itis a little move tlan enc year since 1
began to keep the Sabbath of the Lord, "I have been
a heliever in the near coming of the Lord since 1850.
Eizht years since. ¥ professed to love the Lord, and
united with the Methodist chur¢h. T often nsed to
wonder why professed Christians did not keep the
Seventh-day Sabbath ; hut I was tanght that Christ
and his apostles changed the Sabbath. Since I be-
2an to search the Bihle for myself, I have become
convinced that the Sabhath l:as not heen changed. but
remn dns the eame as when written by the finger of
God. [ feel thankfal that T was ever led to see that
I was trampling upon one of his holy commandments.”

B:o. J. Y. Wilcox writes from Middletown, Ct.,
March 15th. 1856 :—* The plau adopted, and the oh-
jeets as set forth in the Review. and -also expressed
on the face of the Circular. heing the decision of
those Brn., deeply interested in, and closely connect
ed with, the precious cause of present trath, fully
meets my approval and in my humble opinion de-
serves the hearty co-operation of all the lovers of
truth.” :

SELECTIONS.

LA AL A A A A A A A S

A~
538 We clip the following from one of oar -ex-
changes, which calls it * a wove in the right direction »

“The New York Central Railroad has discontinued
its Sunday passenger trains, and the Erie road has
signified a willingness to do the samie. The Albamy
Northern has adopted the sanie rule; and, last ofl'L{
the Hudson River. The great line of steamboaes
have found it to their interest to discontinue their
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Sunday departures ; and the roads have come to the
same conclusion.—A. the present time there is not a
Suanday train leaviag Albany in any direction.”

. SUNDAY.
[Read the following poetical effusion on Sunday.
The writer says well. “our Sabbath:” for certainly
the Lord never owned it as his.—Ep. |

The ancient Sabhath was an end—a pause—
A stillness of the world: the work was done!
But onrs eommemorates a work begun.
Why, then. sulject the néw to antique laws 2
‘he ancient Sabbath closed the work. hecause
The world was finish’d.  OQurs proclainis thesun,
Its glorious saint. alert its conrse to run. ;
Vangnard of davs ! escaped the baffled jaws
Of slumbierous dark and death—so fitly first
In Sunday rank’d befure the secular days;
Unmectly clad ia weeds. with arms reversed,
To trail in sullen thought Ly silent ways.
Like the fresh dawn. or rose bud newly burst,
So let our Sabbaih wear the face of praise !
{Harriey CoLERIDGE.

e ——

BEAUTIFUL ALLEGORY,

A TrRAVELER who spent some time in Turkey, re-
lates a beautiful parable which was told him by a
ilervish, and which scemed even more beautiful than
Sterne’s celebrated jigure of the accosing spirit and
recording angel. * Every man.” savs the dervish,
“ has two angels, one on his right shoulder, and an-
other on his left. When he doves anything good, the
angel on his right shoulder writes it down and seals
it, hecause what is done, is done for ever. When he
bas done evil, the angel on his left shoulder writes it
down ; he waits till midnight ; if before that time the
man bows down his head an:t exclaims, Gracious Al-
lah, I have sinned—forgive me ! the angel rubs it out,
if not. at midnight he seals it, and the angel on his
right shoulder weeps."”

The following beaatiiul lines by J. C. Prince, en-
titled “ Forgiveness,” contain the same sentiment.

Man hath two attendant angels
Ever waiting by his side,

With him wheresoe’er he wanders,
Wheresoe’er his feet abide ;

O:QB to-warn him where he walketh,
‘And rebuke him if lie stray ;

One to leave hiin to his nature,
And so let him go his way.

Two recording spirits, reading
All his lif-’s minutest part,
Looking in his soul, and listening
To the heatings of his heart ;
Each. with pen of fire electric.
Whrites the good or evil wrought—
‘Writes with truth, that adds not, er;s/not,/

Purpose—action—word—and tbought. I

One the Teacher and Reprover,
Marks each heaven-deserving deed;
Graver it with the lightning’s vigor,
Seals it with the lightning’s speed ;
For the good that man achieveth— a
Good beyond an angel’s doubt—
Such remains for aye and ever,
And cannot be biotted oat,

One, (severe and silent Watcher!)
——-Noteth every crime and guile,
Writes it with a holy duty,
Seals it not, but waits awbile; I
If the evil doer ery not— J
% God forgive me 1! e’er be sleeps,
Then the sad, stern spirit seals it,
And the gentler spirit weeps,

To the sinner. if Repentance ,
Cometh soon, with healing wings,

Then the dark account is cancelled,
And each joyful angel sings;

Whilst the erring one perceiveth—
Now his troublous hour is o’er—

Musie, fragrance wafted to him .
From a yet uptrodden shore!

Mild and mighty is Forgiveness,
Meekly worn, if meekly won ;
Let our hearts go forth to seek it

“Ere the setting of tbe sun!
Angels wait and long to hear us
Ask it, ere the time be flown;
Let us give it, and receive it,
Ere tbe midnight cometh down!

Popular Aeadelity of To-day.

It is not athaiwsi I fear so mucb in tbe present
times, as panth¥sm. It is not the system which says
nothing is trés, so much as the system whicb says
everything is true, It is not tbe system which says
there is no Savidur, soemuch as the system which
says there are many saviours, and many wal}s to
peace. Itis the <. iem which is so liberal that it
dares not say any thing is false. It is tbe system
which is so charitable that it will allow every thing
to be true. It is the system which seems ready to
honor other religions as well as that of our Lord Je-
sus Christ ; to class them all together, and hope well
of all who profess them. It is the system which will
switle complrcently on all creeds and systems of re-
ligion—the Bible and the Koran, the Hindoo Vedas
and the persian Zendavesta, the old wives fables of
rabbinical writers and the rnbbish of patristic tradi-
tions, the Racovian catechism and the Thirty-Nine
Articles. the revelations of Emanuel Swedenborg, and
the Book of Mormon, by Joseph Smitb: all are lis-
tened to ; nune are to be denounced as les. Itis the
system which is o serupulous about the feelings of
others, that we are never to say they are wrong.
[t is the system which is so liberal that it calls a man
a hizot if lte dares to say, “I know wmy views are
right.,”  This is the system which T desire emphati-
cally to testify against and denounce.  What is it but
a sacritice of trath upon the altar of a caricature of
charity ? Beware of it. you wbo believe the Bible!
Has the Lord God syoken to us in the Bible, or has
he not? [las he declared to us the dangerous state
of all out of that way, or has he not? Gird up the
loins of your minds and look these questions fairly
in the face. and give them an honcstanswer. Tell us
that there is some inspired book besides the Bible,
and then we shall kasw what ycu mean. Tell us
that the whole Bible is not inspired and then we shall
know where to meet yon. But grant for a moment
that the Bible, the whole Ribie, and nothing but the
Bible, ix God’s truth##nd then I know not in wlat
way yon ¢an cucape £H€ conclusion that sincerity alone
will not save your sonl.  From the liberality which
says everybody.is right—from the charity which for-
bids you-to say anybody is wrong—frown the peaee
which is bonglit at the ¢xpense of truth—may the
good Lord deiiver you!—J. C. Ryle.

Aristocratie Christianity.

Reform is a word “hat sounds well.—Banners are
inseribed with it and people toss up their hands
and shout “'reform.” The temperance lecturer and
the statesman; the reader of smooth and varnished
essays, an’t the stnmp orator in his grand-eloquent ex-
temporancous haraagucs to the people, delight in dis-
playing tlie beautics of reforni.  As we said hefore,
| words sound well, but it is not with sounds alone we
have to deal.  Many content themselves with the
sound, and go no further to inguirc into its signifi-
Tcance. .

Reformr-may be apnlied to relizion as to nations.
Ever since the davsof Martin Luather. religions re-
form has been actively at work., Butit has mostly
toiled in one discetisn.  Its object seenus to have been
to adjust the wheels in the grest machinery so as to
work harmonionsly. To this end hugze volumes have
heen-compiled and the libraries of the world ransack-
ed..

But there is one part of the great principle of re-
forin thatlias been gladiy consigned to oblivion, and
in this particular the Charch is at war with the true
spirit of Christianity. Costly palaces and magnificent
temples are the great fountains frown which the gospe!
at the present day i~ proclainaed to the people. Ser-
mons carefully prepared according to the strict rules

| of rhetorie, and better calenlared to captivate thetastes

than to convince the reason. are deilivered weekly
from sacred desks. ‘Tl congrerations recline on
cushioned svats and eriticise the sermon.  The man
of wealth has his pew fitted np with all the modern
improveuents to ke attendancy easy. Select
music opens the servic: and the rich peals rolling in
soft muxic burst fram the arzan at its close.—World-
Iy splendor paves the “ narvow path”’ to heaven and
dresses the Chirisidauity of the chureh in inviting robes

Whether sueh a <tate ol things indicates true Chris-
tianity. might perhaps be danhied.  The founder of
Christianity was horn in poverty while on earth.

His pualpit was the wountuin rock. his andience sat
on the naked wronnl, and his serinons were addressed
to the poor. Su greal was his poverty that he had
no where to lay bis head. His mission was ore of
charity und merey.  ilesonzhtihe poor. the ignorant.
the latme an | the blinid. e delivered no elaborate
sermous on ductsnat points. from bighly ornamented
desks, to genttewen in broadeloth, and ladies in silks
and satin.  When the rich sought him tbey did not

seek him in splendid temples and gorgeous palaces,
but sought him in the midst of bis labors among the
poor and the humble,

Here then lies the difference between the Christi-
anity of the Church and the Christianity of Cbrist— °
the former is founded on worldly splendor. the latter
m poverty.—Would it not be well,among the reforms
of the age to introduce a reform in Cbristianity, and
preacb as tbey did of old—to poor as well as to rich.

[ Lockport Telegraph.

The Path of The Just

The path of the sun is a radiant patb. It is not
only glorious. That expresses but half the truth.

It is glorious because it is radiant. Tbe sun is not
like the moon a mere reflector glittering with bor-
rowed light. God has given it light in itself; there-
fore”itshines, and cannot but shine. If tbe moun-
tains could be lifted up till they should enclose it,
like a wall ; and the clouds ascencing from the
mountains, concentrate their masses, =nd overreach
it like a roof—it would shine still. Naoy., made tbe
more intense by the confinement. it would turn tbe
mountains into diamonds, and clonds into erystals,
and flagh through themn all, and fill the world with
new splendors.

So with the path of the just. His glory is from
within. Tt is a radiation. Put him where you will;
he shines, and cannot but shine. God mnade him to
shine. For instance. imprison Joseph—and he will
shine out on all Egypt, cloudless as the sky where
the rain never falls. Imprison Daniel—and the daz-
zled lions will return to their lairs, and the King
come forth to worship at his rising, and all Babylon
bless the beauty of the brighter and better day.
Imprison Peter—and with an angel for his harbinger
star, he will spread his aurora from the fountains of
the Jordan to the weils of Beersheba, and break like
the morning over mountain and sea. Imprison Paul
and there will be high noon over all the Roman em-
pire. Tmprison John—and the isles of the Aigean,
and all the coasts around will kindle with sunset vis-
ions, too gorgeous to be described, but never to be
forgotten a bonndless panorama of prophecy, gliding
from sky to sky, and enchanting the nations with
openines of heaven. transits of saints and angels, and
the ulthmate glory of the city and kingdom of God.
Not only so ; for modern times have shinilar examples;
exagiples in the Uhurch and examples in the state.
For/instance, bury Luther in the depths of the Black
b‘ox{est—— and “the ange! that dwelt in tbe bush” will
honor him there; the trees around him will burn
like shafts of ruby, and his glowing orb loom up a-
gain, round and clear, as the light of Europe. Thrust
Bunyan into the glooin of Bedford jail—and as he
leans his head on his hand, the murky horizon of
Britain will lame with fiery symbols-—* delectable
mountains’’ and celestial mansions, with holy pil-
avims groaped on the golden hills, and hands of bliss, *
from the gates of pearl. hastening to welcome them
home.— 7" H. Stockton.

X was Dumb.”

Few public men or public institutions are free from
misrepresentations and groundless complaints. Ex-
pianations and rephes afford fresh occastons for fault-
finding. Patient continuance in well-doing is perhaps
the cafest course. God will protect the right, and in
his own time vindicate those who seek to do bis will
and trust his care.

The great and good Chalmers cnce said, “I have
all along been vastly too much disquieted by the
misconstructions of those who did not comprehend
me ; and have saffered much both from tbe fatigue
of refuting and expiaining the same thing a hundred
times over, and from the vexation felt in finding
that in spite of every effort, there is a character as-.
signed to my views the very reverse of every princi-
ple by which I am actuated. But why should the op-
position of men thus affcet me? Does it not testmy belief
i the reality of an ali perfeet mind, that is now look-
ing on when I suffer so painfully from the adverse un-
derstandings of the limited and subordinate minds by
which I am surrounded ? Would it not nobly accred-
it my faith in God, that in quiet communion with
him I felt a refuge and resting-place when sorely
urged by the strife of tongues? To bim may I atall
times patiently commit my cause, and be still in the
thought that he is God. Let me consider Him who
endured not merely the controversy of adverse judg-
ments but of adverse wills—the contradiction of sin-
ners—and let me not be weary, nor faintin my mind.”

Our very manneris a thing of importance. A kind
no is often more agreeable tban a rough y¢s.
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