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THE COMFORTER. • 
EVEN I, AM HE THAT COMFORTETH TOIL" IRA .  

IN God let all his saints rejoice, 
With thankful heart and cheerful voice  ; 
Thus -smith his Word, so kind, so true, 
" I, even I, will comfort you.' 

Sweet *girds! 0, let us bless his name, 
And joyfal all his praise proclaim  ; 
These words shall foes and fears subdue, 
" I, oven I, will comfort you." 

Are you in darkness and distress!? 
Does Satan roar and break your peace? 
Fear not, but :till this truth review, 
'• f, even I, will comfort you." 

Do sore afflictions on you lay 1 
And pungent sorrows day by day 1 
Look to this word  ;  t' will bear you through, 
•` I, even I, will comfort you." 

If death in gloomy form appear, 
And overwhelm your souls with fear, 
Let this sweet word your faith renew, 
" I, even I, will comfort you." 

Thus while you sojourn here below, 
As pilgrims in this world of woe, 
M Ike this your song the journey through, 
" I, even I. will comfort you." 

thy disciples transgress the tr 	of the elders? 
for they wash not their handi 	en they eat bread. 
But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye 
also transgress the commandment of God by your 
tradition ? For God commanded, saying, Honor thy 
father and mother: and he that curseth father or 
mother, let him die the death. But ye say, Who-
soever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a 
gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 
and honor not his father or his mother, he shall be 
free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God 
of none effect by your tradition. Ye hypocrites, well 
did Esaias prophesy of you saying, This peopl3 
draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honor-
eth me with their lips; but their heart is far from 

12 me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men. 

"And he called the multitude, and said untothem, 
Hear, and understand: not that which goeth into 
the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh 
out of the mouth, this defileth a man. Then came 
his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that 
the Pharisees were offended after they heard this 
saying? But he answered and said, Every plant 
which my Heavenly Father hath not planted, shall 
be rooted up." 

Did Christ's Heavenly Father plant this First-day 
keeping? if he did not plant it, if Christ's words be 
true, he will root it up; and if we cling to it with a 
strong grasp, where shall we be! 

Now would it not defile us [verses 10, 11] if we 
should say that God had not founded his covenant 
for ever? or that he would alter at least some of the 
words that have gone out of his lips? or that Christ 
had destroyed the law, or that one jot or one tittle of 
the law had failed, after reading Matthew v, 17-19? 
or that men had the power to make one of the Com-
mandments to pass away, when he has not the pow-
er to make either heaven or earth pass away, when 
Christ has said that it is easier for heaven and earth 
(both) to pass, than for one tittle (least particle) of 
the law to fail. 

We might ask many questions, and in truth I 
should like to, but I will cut short by referring you 
to some passages, and your own good judgment will 
see the force of them. James ii, 10, 11. I do want 
to ask you what James would be likely to say to you? 
Would he not say, Now if thou do not kill, yet if 
thou break the Sabbath, thou art become a trans-
gressor of the law; for he that said, (margin that 
law which said,) Do not kill, said also, Remember 
the Sabbath-day (yes, DAY) to keep it holy, &c. The 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, 
(not of the Jews, as some reproachfully call it.) 

Again, you seemed to say that Paul regarded the 
Sabbath and circumcision alike. I understand Paul 
to teach very differently; for he says in 1 Cor. vii, 
19, " Circumcision is nothing, and wircumcision is 
nothing, but the keeping -of the Commandments of 
God." 

Rom. ii, 21. Says Paul, " Thou that preachest a 
man should not steal, dost thou steal ? (I do not be-
lieve brother S., that you will steal.) But thou that 
preachest that a man shall not break the Sabbath, 
dost thou break the Sabbath? (I am afrai l you do.) 
Would James give you any more liberty to break 
the Sabbath, tkan he would to steal ? 

Paul said that by the law was the knowledge of 
sin. Pod said that he had not known sin, except 
the law had said, Thou shalt not covet ; so we can 
see that by God's law- of Ten Commandments is the  

knowledge of sin; for sin is the-transgression of the 
law. Where there is no law, there is no transgress-
ion; and where is there any law for keeping Sun-
day ? So if you want to see sinners converted to God, 
if you have God's word you must declare it faithful-
ly; for Paul said that he was alive without the law 
once; 'but when the Commandment came, sin reviv-
ed, and he died.. But thanks be to God that Paul 
lived after this to tell us many good things; but he 
did not live after the flesh, or after the carnal mind, 
but after the Spirit; so that the righteousness 'of the 
law might be fulfilled in him. Says he, I delight in 
the law of God in, or after the inward man. Do you 
then of the abundance of the heart let the mouth 
speak? 

 

Paul said, (although the commandment came home 
to Paul and slew him, ) that the law was holy, the 
commandment holy, just and good; yes, spiritual. 
Was then that which was holy, just and good, yea, 
spiritual, done away ? Paul said, God forbid that he 
should do it away, even through faith. Do you do 
it away through faith ? Has God given you more 
liberty than he did Paul ? If not, the law says to you 
to-day, " Remember the Sabbath day to keep it ho-
ly," &c. " The seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God," &c. God has said so by his exam-
ple, by his Word, and by a three-fold miracle; and 
said Christ, "The Sabbath was made for man." 
\Vas Adam not a man ? are you not a man? Dare 
you come up and say to Christ, that God did not 
make the Sabbath for you? 

Again, you stated that the fourth Commandment 
did not specify any particular day, only one after six 
days of labor. But it reads to me, not A seventh day, 
but THE seventh day, the one on which God rested, 
at creation ; yes, blessed and sanctified. If the fourth 
Commandment does not specify any particular day, 
in what language could it be specified  !  But after all 
this you said (if I recollect aright) that the seventh 
day was the right one to keep, if we could tell which 
day it was. You seemed to think that the time had 
been lost, so that we could not tell which the seventh 
day from creation war. Well, if you are in the dark 
on this subject, do not be leading others in the dark, 
or into the dark. Matt. xv, 14. 

Now if we keep the day that we think is the sev-
enth day from the best knowledge that we can get, 
I believe that God will accept of it. But bicause 
we cannot count back to creation, and tell y3 la day 
bow many days have intervened from the first day 
till now, to say that we will not keelythe seventh 
day, would not be wise. When almost every body 
will agree when the first day comes, of course we can 
tell when the seventh day comes. Why did our 
translators of the Bible add a table after this manner: 
let day of the week, Sunday; 2d day, Monday; &c., 
7th day or Sabbath, Saturday. 

If time had been lost before the children of Israel 
came out of Egypt, God in giving the manna would 
have corrected them; and what reascn have we to 
suppose that time was lost from that time to Christ's 
time? But in case time had been lost before Christ's 
time, it would be undervaluing Christ, I think, to 
say that he would not have known it, and knowing, 
would not have corrected it. But yet I understand 
you to say, that in case time was lost when Jesus 
Christ came into this world, that you did not believe 
that Christ would have corrected them. But if time 
was lost, Christ must have known it, and not to have 
corrected them in it, would not only have been coun-
tenancing them in a wrong, but yielding to the wrong 
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A few Words with Eld. S. on the Sabbath. 

DEAR BROTHER S.:--Permit me to address you 
at this time. Let us review our conversation that 
we had the other evening. I quoted the language 
of Paul as is recorded in Acts xxviii, 17, where he 
addressed the chief of the Jews. Paid said unto 
them, that he had committed nothing against the 
people, or customs of their fathers. I quoted this as 
proof that Paul did not neglect to keep the Sabbath, 
and that he did not keep First-day; for if he had 
done either, he would have done something against 
the customs of their fathers. 

If I recollect aright you stated that Paul did do 
something against the customs of their fathers; for 
Paul believed on Jesus, (had faith) and said (or im-
plied) that they did not believe ou Jesus, and you 
seemed to say that Paul could just as well have kept 
Sunday Ind said this, as to have believed (had faith) 
on Jesus, and said so. I do not think so: I do not 
so understand Paul; for Paul says, after preaching 
up faith, " Do we make void the law through faith  ? 

God forbid: yea, we (we, Christ's true preachers like 
Paul) establish the law," Do you establish the law, 
or do you make void the law through faith ? (of a 
tradition of the fathers?) 

In this connection, will you please to read the fol-
lowing quotations, and see how every sentence, word 
and letter is placed. 

Matt. xv, 1-13. "Then came to Jesus Seriib@e and 
Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, 	y do 
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himself. But this its too inconsistent for us to suppose 
even for one moment; for Christ said that he had 
kept his Father's Commandments, and one of them 
required the observance of the seventh day; and 
hence I can but conclude that the true seventh day 
from the creation was kept in Christ's time. 

As Christ told his disciples to posy that their flight 
be not on the Sabbath-day, they not only knew when 
the Sabbath Caine, but kept it also. And when Je-
rusalem was destroyed, the Jews were scattered 
among all nations, where they are monuments of the 
truth of God's word. They have carried the Sab-
bath with them, and do they not all agree as to 
time Would they all be apt to make a mistake, 
and all make a mistake alike ? Yes, and all the 
Gentile world tca, if any mistake has been made"; 
for almost that *tale world will agree on this point. 

Now in conclusion give me an answer, a reason of 
the hope that is in you with meekness and fear; and 
count me not as an enemy because I tell you the 
truth. H. C. CRUMB. 

Madison Co., N. Y., March. 1856. 

BRIEF THOUGHTS 

ON THE NATURE OF THE SOUL, THE RESURRECTION OF THE 

DEAD, AND THE FINAL DESTINY OF MAN. 

and intelligent existence; and after it leaves the body 
has no conscious and intelligent existence. But, unit-
ed, makes a rational and accountable being. This is 
what Paul tells the Athenians, "seeing he giveth to 
all life and breath," and that Jesus refers to when he 
says, "but are not able to kill the soul ;" and that 
Solomon designates when he says," the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it." The breath of life, 
or the principle of life, that gift of God to man, re-
turns to God who gave it; not as a rational and in-
telligent existence, but  as  the principle of life merely. 
Man cannot destroy it. As Paul says, "your life is 
hid with Christ in God."  "  When Christ who is our 
life shall appear,"" thengh our enemies kill this. body, 
yet our life shag ad -be LAS but shall be restored to 
the body in its ist#4eftmtilsle state—" and then shall 
ye also appear wtOim in glory." "He that find 
eth his life shall- loge it and he who loseth his life 
for my sake shall tiweit." Though they kill your 
body, the principle of life shall return to God who 
gave it. And he shall restore it again, though ap-
parently lost, to your incorruptible body; and thus 
shall you keep it unto life eternal.  "  For what is a 
man profited if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul; or what shall  a  man give in ex-
change for his soul ?" The question does not speak 
of the happiness of the soul, but of the soul itself, as 
a thing that may be lost, or bartered away. The 
previous verse calls it life: they mean the same thing. 
If the soul of man was immortal by nature, it could 
not be lost, or exchanged for something less valuable. 

3d. From the punishment threatened to the un-
godly, I should not infer its immortality, but its de-
struction and extinction. The first penalty held up 
to Adam previous to the fall was, " In the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." This curse 
was, after the fall, explained to Adam:  "  In the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return 
unto the ground, for out of it wast thou taken: for 
dust thou nit, and unto dust shalt thou return." No 
intimation was given to Adam that he was to have 
an existence beyond the grave. The punishment 
threatened ended at the grave. Sorrow in life fol-
lowed by death; "dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return." The prospect held up before Adam. 
was that he should go hack to the dust from whence 
he was taken, and God would take back the princi-
ple of life he had conditionally given to Adam. An 
Extinction of being was the prospect before his mind. 
If Christ had not come  as  the resurrection and the 
life, there would have been no future existence for 
man. And until he was promised, there was no 
curse that reached beyond the grave. It is in this 
sense that as "in Adam all died, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive." All lost their existence in 
Adam: all shall have it again in Christ restored to 
them. But there is  a  second death; and  as  there 
was  an  extinction of being in prospect before Adam 
which was only prevented by Christ's coming  as  the 
resurrection and the life, the second death will be  an 
entire extinction of being—a destruction for which 
there is no remedy, being  a  destruction of both soul 
and body in hell. The principle of life will be de-
stroyed, and there can be no resurrection from the 
seems' death. " I have set before you life and death" 
=` the soul that sinneth, it shall die."  "  For, behold 
the clay cometh that shall burn  as  an oven; and all 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn them 
up, with the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch." "When the wicked spring 
as mass, and alien all the workers of iniquity do 
flourish, it is that they shall be destroyed for ever." 
David speaking hy the Spirit, says, " Let the sinners 
be consumed Out of the earth, and let the wicked be 
no MOW. Bless thou the Lord, 0 my soul." "And 
.oith•r his wheat into the garner, but will burn up 
'he chaff with unquenchable fire." Will the chaff 
remain burning yet unconsumed because it is burnt 
up with  in  quencludde fire  I  " And these shall go 
awaj into ev, rinsing punishment, but the righteous 
info I.fe eternal." '1 his punishment is the opposite 
f life ensiled. What is the doom here threatened I 

In what does this final, eternal, and everlasting pun-
ish', ent consist? Let the apostle Paul speak  : 

Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his pones.' is not God's glory, power, and presence  

in all pasts of Mt Universe I—then whets will the 
wicked . IA after their destorelgto ,  They insist be out 
of God% universe, or out of iiriasame.  "  Vessels of 
wrath fitted to destruction," (kilter ye together 
first the tares and bind thews tor bundles to burn 
them." When burnt, do they not become extinct/ 
"  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy." Not his happiness only shall be destroy-
ed, but himself.  "  Whose end is destruction, whose 
god is their belly." Not only their happiness is to 
have  an  end, but vary are to have  an  end. 

The wicked will not rise with immortal bodies. 
Paul, referring to the resurrection, says, "He that 
soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting." Here corruption, and life ev-
erlasting, are placed in contrast. Corruption is the 
opposite of immortality and incorruption. If the 
wicked are to reap corruption, they full not to be im-
mortal nor incorruptible;  "  for corruption doth not 
inherit incorruption." All whose corruption puts on 
incorruption, and whose mortal puts on immortality, 
can sing," death is swallowed up in victory. 0 death, 
where is thy sting  ?  0 grave, where is thy victory ?" 

4th. I should not suppose the soul to be immor-
tal by nature, from the fact that eternal life, or im-
mortality, is  a  conditional gift: both these terms ex-
press the same idea.. God said of Adam in his fal-
len state, lest he "eat and live for ever." God call-
ed a wicked man's eternal existence, eternal life. 
These terms when applied to the righteous, always 
imply an eternal existence of blessedness. "I am 
the living bread which came down from heaven; if 
any man eat of this bread he shall live for ever." 
"This is that bread which came down from heaven; 
he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever." "To 
them who by patient continuance in well-doing, seek 
for glory, and honor, and immortality; eternal life." 
Immortality is a thing to be sought for. This does 
not appear as though all were possessed of it 'And 
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever." If men 
by nature are immortal, will not those who do not 
God's will abide for ever, or remain for ever?  "  Who 
bath abolished death, and bath brought LIFE and im-
mortality to light through the gospel." Immortality 
and LIFE are brought to light, and no immortality 
but one of life. Death and immortality are no where 
brought to light through the gospel. 

5th. The future existence of man is predicated on 
the resurrection of the dead, and not on the immor-
tality of the soul. Christ says,  a  hat I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it tip again at the last day." 
"That every one which seeth the Son and believeth 
on him may have everlasting life, and I will raise 
him up at the last day."  "  No man can come to me 
except the Father which bath sent me draw him, and 
I will raise him up at the last day." 

Paul says, "of the hope and resurrection of the 
dead I am called in question." " Because he bath 
appointed  a  day in the which he will judge the world 
in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordain-
ed, whereof he bath given assurance unto all men 
in that he bath raised him from the dead." The fi-
nal judgment is here made to depend on the resur-
rection of the dead. "And have hope towards- God 
. . .  that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, 
both of the just and the unjust." The resurrection 
is the Apostle's ground of hope.  "  If Christ be not 
raised,  . . •  then they also which are fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished." "If the dead rise 
not, let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die." The 
Apostle here snakes the resurrection of the dead the 
ground of hope for future existence. "But I would not 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not even  as  others 
who have no hope." Why, because the soul Is im-
mortal. " For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him." "And the dead in Christ shall 
rise first." "Blessed are the dead that die in the 
Lord from henceforth." "Their works shall follow 
them." 

This passage is not general in its applicatiorr. 
The words "from henceforth" limit it to the speci-
fied time. "For the hour is coming in the which all 
that are in their graves shall hear his voice and shall 
come forth: they that have done good, unto the res- 

FROM the Scriptures alone can we obtain satisfac-
tory information concerning the nature of the soul. 
Reason may lead to conjecture, but reason alone can-
not give us confidence. The wise men of antiquity 
have reasoned without the light of revelation, and re-
mained in unhappy uncertainty. We are shut up 
to seek light from the Scriptures, shining as a light 
in a dark place. The first question that presents it-
self to our mind will be, Is the soul of man a con-
scious and intelligent existence, when separated from 
the body, immortal in its nature, and destined to ex-
ist for ever? My object in the brief thoughts on this 
subject will not be to examine all the isolated passa-
ges which appear to present objections to the views 
I shall present on this question; but to inquire what 
is the current testimony of Scripture; and this not 
so much to present all the evidence from the Scrip-
tures that go to support my views on the subject,  as 
to suggest trains of thought fur others,  as  to what is 
truth on this subject. 

lat. I should not think the soul of man  an  im-
mortal, conscime,, and intelligent existence, separate 
from the body, from the silence of the Scriptures on 
the subject. The Scriptures speak of the nature of 
man  as  plainly  as  they do of the nature of God  ;  of 
his mortality, depravity; his perishing condition by 

(

nature, yet in this volume, written by Prophets and 
Apostles, recording the teachings of Christ, their own 
teaching and preaching to men of all classes and con-
ditions—yet in all this volume composed by so many 
writers, under so- many different circumstances, and 
discussing so many subjects, the soul's immortality is 
never stated  as a  fact plainly and explicitly, nor the 
subject discussed. This appears the more strange, 
supposing the writers to have believed the doctrine,. 
from the fact that religious teachers in our day, who 
believe the doctrine, often discuss the subject; speak 
of the soul's immortality in most of their sermons and 
exhortations, so that no one who hears them, or reads 
their writings, is in the least doubt  as  to their real 
sentiments on the subject. 

2d. I should not infer the doctrine of the soul's 
immortality from the terms used in the Scriptures in 
speaking of it. I shall examine but a few of the 
most prominent passages on this point, and refer the 
reader to  "  Bush on the Soul" for a full examination 
of this class of passages. The first mention of this 
soul is," and the Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living soul," or a 
living creature. 

There is no intimation that what God breathed in-
to man, had  an  intelligent, and conscious existence 
previous to its entrance into the body, or that it be 
came such after its entrance into the body. But its 
entrance into the body made man a rational, and in-
telligent creature. The Scriptures call it. the spirit. 
the life. By whatever name it is called, it is evidsnt 
ly nothing more nor less than the principle of life. 
which, before it entered the body, had no conscious, 



THE REVIEW AND HERALD. 	 ION 
urrection of life, and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation." 

I should suppose from such language thatthis was 

the opening scene of rewards and punishments. Of 
a similar character is all the language describing the 
resurrection and final judgment. " So shall it be at 
the end of the world, the angels shall come forth and 
sever the wicked from among the just.''' Who would 
suppose, from such language, that the mass of them 
had been separated previously? So in the parable 
of the sheep and goats; then shall he separate them 
and shall say, " come ye blessed," and " depart ye 
cursed." This certainly looks like the first and final 
separation; the opening scene of reward and punish-
ment. When the Son of man shall come in the glo-
ry of the Father, THEN shall he reward every man 
according to his works. This confirms the previous 
inference of no reward till the coming of the Son 
of man. 

In Chlistrkinterview with Mary and Martha, he 
did not attempt to cimfort them as many would in 
our day, by describing the rapturous joys of a soul 
in heaven. No intimation of this kind was made. 
For with all their regrets at losing their brother, we 
cannot suppose they would consent to have him call-
ed from such scenes to the sorrows of earth again. 
But Christ comforted them by saying: "I am the 
resurrection and the life, he that believeth in me 
though he were dead, yet shall he live again. Mar-

.  tha says, " I know that he shall rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day." "Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God, and it cloth not yet appear what we 
shall be, but we know that when he shall appear. we 
sh;ll be like him, for we shall see him as ho is." We 
are not to see Christ as he is till his second appear-
ing. " When Christ, who is our life shall appear, 
then shall ye also appear with him in glory." We 
shall not appear with him in glory till his second 
appearing. And not only they, but "we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body." We have the spir-
it of adoption whereby we cry, Abba, Father. But 
the adoption itself does not take place till the body 
is redeemed. " For we ;oust all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that every one may receive 
the things acine in  I,:s  body according 0 that he 
bath done, whether it be good or bad." Ws are to 
be judged only for the deeds done in the body. Yet 
if the souls of wicked men possess a conscious and 
intelligent existence, some of them have been sinning 
for thousands of years. 

If the foregoing thoughts are correct, the redeem-
ed will owe to the Lord Jesus Christ, not only their 
eternal felicity, but their eternal existence also. "For 
the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eter-
nal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

" It c-at him death to save our lives; 
To buy our souls it cost his own  : 

And all the unknown joy he gives, 
Were bought with agonies unknown." 

" But man dieth and wasteth away: yea, man giv-
eth up the ghost, and where is he? As the waters 
fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and dried' 
up; so man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heav-
ens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised 
out of their sleep." Job xiv, 10-12. 

" His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; 
in that very day his thoughts perish." Ps. exlvi,i4. 

"Men and brethren, let mo freely speak unto you 
of the patriarch David, that ho is both dead and bur-
ied, and his sepulchre is with us to this day. For 
David is not ascended into the heavens." Acts ii, 

29, 34.—Selected. 

Let us iteturni auto the Lord. 

" Come, and let us return unto the Lord  ;  for he hath torn, 
end he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. 
After t.vo days will lie revive us  ;  in the third day he will 
raise us up, and we ,hall live in his sight. Then shall we 
know, if we follow on to know the Lord; his going forth is 
prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the 
rain. as the latter and former rain unto the earth.'--Hosea 
vi, 1-3 

"The text to which I have directed your at-
tention, in the above paragraph, is one of the 
richest and most interesting prophecies that was 

ever delivered to mortals by any prophet since the 
world began. Every word speaks, and is full of 
meaning; every sentence is a volume of instruc•  

tion. No wisdom of man could communicate as 
much in as few words. It is a pearl of great price, 
lying deep in the waters of prophecy  ;  it is a dia-
mond, which will cut the film that•covers the vis-
ual organ of the 'readers of God's word; it is a gem 
in the Mountain of God's house, shining in the 
darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not. 
It puzzhd the P:,arisee, confounded the Scribe, 
and perplexed the Sadducee. It has, and will con-
tinue to have the same influence on similar char-
acters until-the end of time. The great men of 
the earth will not stoop to its light, because it-lies 
too low. The small men of the earth will not pick 
it up, for fear of ridicule from those above' them. 
And now, dear reader, I am afraid you will go and 
do likewise,—eitherstrent it wibikcentempt or ridi-
cule. But you will find, if you will examine, that 
in it is contained,— 

" I. OUR DUTY TO GOD. 
" Come, let us return unto the Lord;  '  and, If 

we follow on to know the Lord.' Here its the whole 
duty of man, as clearly described as any crystal 
could make it, Repent, believe,' and obey, are 
clearly inculcated. What better words could an 
orator make use of, to excite the minds of men to 
noble deeds of daring, than are here used by the 
prophet  ?  Come '—he invites—' let us'—he 
will go with- them—' return: Ah  !  what a word 
—return ! Traveler; have you ever wandered far 
from home, in a cold, unfeeling world, among stran-
gers, among robbers, enemies, thieves' and hard-
hearted worldlings? Have you been sick, and weak, 
wounded and torn, spoiled and robbed, smitten' 
and cheated, hated and reviled, and this, too, for 
days, months, or years  ?  Have you at last' return'. 
ed  '  to your family, your friends, your native land  ? 
Do you remember those familiar objects, as you 
returned—the way, the mountain, the hill, the val-
ley, and the plain  ;  the grove, the turn, the house, 
and the brook? Do you remember the tree, the 
rock, the barberry-bush, the gate and the post, the 
doorway and latch  ?  '0, yes,' say you; I remem-
ber, too, my beating and palpitating h-art, and 
the  falling tear which I stopped to wipe away from 
my blanched cheek, while my head was on the 
latch. I remember how I listened to hear the 
loved ones breathe, although it was then. in the 
dark watches of the night' 

"Thus tells the wanderer the tale of his  a  return;' 
and in like manner could all the wandering suns 
of Zion speak of their 'return.' You, then, who 
have experienced these thing-s, can realize the val-
ue of the word ' return.' And from" my soul I 
pity the wanderer that never has returned unto 
the Lord;' to him that loved us, to him who died 
for us  ;  more, vastly more, than mortal friends 
could ever do—he died. And so, say you, can fa-
thers die for children, and mothers for their sons; 
children can give their lives, though rare the gift, 
to save the life of parents; husbands, and wives, 
and friends have fallen, to save each other from 
death. All this is true. But here is lovie greater 
than these; for while we were enemies Christ 
died for us' Yea, more  :  he left his Fatlier's pres-
ence, his glory, and that heaven where Angels 
dwell; where he, the brightest star in all- the up-
per world, stood highest; where seraphim and 
cherubim in glory cast down their crowns, and wor-
shiped at his feet. He became poor, that we 
through his poverty might be made rich' Again  : 
be bore our shame, and by his stripes we are heal-
ed. He was buffeted for our offences, and despi-
sed by mortals, for whom he suffered in tile flesh. 
He rose from death for our justification, and-ascend-
ad on high, to intercede for sinners, and bits sent 
down his Spirit to bring us wanderers home. 

"'Fur he hath torn. True, he suffers our sins 
to tear us, and those earthly powers, in whom we 
trust, to break our proud hearts, and, therefore, 
tears away our vain supports. He tears our affec-
tions from earthly things, that he may place them 
on a more enduring substance. He tears our 
hearts from idol gods, that he may place them on 
God supreme. 

" 'And he to.  ill heal us.' Yes, he will heal us 
from all our backslidings, and love us freely for his 
own name's sake. He will heal us from sin, by 
showing us its deadly nature. He will heal usfrom  

worldly affections, by placing our affections in heav-
en. He will heal our hearts of idolatry, by the 
taking possession of them himself. He will heal 
us from death, by the resurrection from the grave. 

" 'He hath smitten.' God has so ordered, in his 
providence, that his children Cannot have inter-
course and association with men of the world, and 
with the kingdoms of this earth, but that persecu-
tion, or loss of Christian character, is sure to follow. 
The prophet is showing the present state of the 
church, while the tares and wheat are growing to-
gether. The children of God shall be smitten 
—meaning they shall be chastised, persecuted, 
ruled over. See the Roman power, from the days 
of their connection with the Jews until the present 
time, ruling over, persecuting, and-tgampling under 
foot the church of God. Our teat itiot only show-
ing us our duty to God, but itteacises us the suffer-
ings of the church, the dealings offGod with her, 
and her final redemption  ;  the first and second 
coming of her Lord  ;  her final deliverance from 
death and all enemies, and her glorified reign. 

" 'And he will bind us up :' which is a prom-
ise of God, that, although the church should be 
torn and smitten, yet he would heal them, and 
bind them up. In due time he would gather them 
into one fold  ;  he world bind up all their wounds. 
and heal them of all their maladies. He would 
visit their transgressions with a rod, and their in-
iquities with stripes; but his loving kindness he 
mould not take from them." 

•  [Wm. Miller. 

REMARKS.—Should the eye of any rest upon the 
above piece, who were engaged in the past Advent 
movement, but who have now gone back into the 
world and given up the blessed Hope, there is a re-
turn to which we would invite them. 

You remember how brightly the "candle of the 
Lord" has shone around his people in days gone by, 
and how their pathway was lighted up before them. 
That light was not a false light, nor has it yet be-
come extinguished  !  but it has &own brighter and 
brighter upon the path of the just. To that light we 
invite you to return. 

You remember the faith that actuated believers in 
those days. when Wm. Miller himself was upon the 
stage of action, and the world was made to tremble 
before the power of truth, backed up as it was by a 
consistent example on the part of its advocates. Then 
faith and works agreed  ;  and the world was impressed 
with the divinity of truth, and compelled to acknowl-
edge the hand of God in the movement. To that 
faith we invite you to return. 

You remember the love that burned brightly in the 
hearts of the saints, both to God, and one to another, 
and the zeal with which they strove to arouse their 
fellow men to a knowledge of the truth. We invite 
you to return again to your first love. 

We would urge this upon you, because no promise 
that God has given us has failed. We mistook a 
prophecy and were disappointed. When that disap-
pointment is explained, consistency requires, if we 
have t he love of truth in us, that we still hold on. 
This disappointment is'explained. Further light has 
made all clear ; and t e past, which the world blind-
ly regard as an utter failure, and a standing refuta-
tion to all or claims, has not only -became as clear 
as the noon-day, but even a mighty bulwark to our 
present position. 

The true watchmen are yetheard proclaiming" The 
morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will in-
quire, inquire ye; return, come."  "  Then shall we 
know," says the prophet," if wefollow on to know the 
Lord: his going forth is prepared  as  the morning; and 
he shall come unto  us  as the rain,  as  the latter 
and former rain unto the earth.—En. 

CLERICAL . BRONCHITIS.—A. physician writes  a 
communication to one of the religious journals in which 
he attributs this disese to a non-use of the vocal or-
gans on week days and their double use on Sundays, 
to mental anxiety  as  to support, and to the  use  of to-
bacco. He recommends to the preacher to read aloud 
at least half an hour each day, to quit smoking and 
chewing  ;  and on the membership he enjoins a more 
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leaving a deficiency of $29; and we have on tho free list 
fifty-two, leaving $52 to be made up on this list by the 
liberal. Towards' meeting the expenses of the Poor and 
Free list, we have received by donation $46,19, leaving 
yet due on this department of our expenses $34,81. 

At the price at which the REVIEW is now published, if 
we received full and prompt payment for all that are 
sent out, the paper wculd support. itself; but as there are 
deficiencies like the above constantly accumulating, the 
Publishing Committee will look to the special friends of 
truth to see them met. 

ply-  DURING the month of March, thus far, we have had 
one hundred and ope new subscribers. In opposition to 
this we have stoppedrboth by order and at our own dis-
cretion, forty-five; leaving us a net gain of fifty-six. 
These stoppages include All who have signified their wish 
to discontinue at the close of this Volume. If we have 
accidentally passed over any. and their papers still con-
tinue, they will please inform us. One sister ordered the 
paper stopped, not because she did not like it, but be-
cause she liked it too well to have it burned up; as an 
opposing husband committed it to the flames, or other-
wise destroyed it as soon as received 

THE SEVENTH ANGEI. 

Ray. xi, 15. [First clause.] "And the seventh angel 

sounded." Most writers hold that the seventh angel 
is a literal angel; some say it is Gabriel, others, that it is 
Christ. To this view we offer the following objections:- 

These same writers hold that six of the seven an-
gels are symbols; how, then, can they make the last of 
the series literal? By what authority do they change the 
last of a series of symbols into a literal angel? The sev-

en angels are all of the same character—symbolic. 
The sounding of the seventh angel cannot he Ga-

briel, or Christ calling forth the dead, and changing the 
living just; (which is represented' as the.work of a mo-
ment. 1 Cor. xv, 51, 52;) for its sounding occupies days. 
" But in the dips of the voice of the seventh angel," &c. 
Rev. x, 7. These days are doubtless prophetic, i. e., a 
day for a year. The fifth angel sounded 150 days; 
[years;] the sixth sounded 391 years and 15 days. The 
sounding of the seventh angel also covers years. Under 
the sounding of the former, a series of events occurred; 
under the sounding of the seventh angel a series of events 
are also pointed out, several of which occur prior to the 
Second Advent. 

Verse 15. [Last clause.] "And there were great voic-
es in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ; and 
he shall reign for ever and ever." These voices heard in 
heaven symbolize the testimony of the church on earth, 
the same as the three angels of chap. xiv If this view 
be objected to, and if the objector thinks the voices are 
to be heard alone in heaven, we would inquire, How 
many" kingdoms" there are in the third heavens? And 
when do they become Christ's? It will be seen very 
readily that the testimony of the voices is to he given 
where the kingdoms (plural) are. This testimony, then, 
is to be given by the Church of God, prior to Christ's 
second coming. In a certain sense the kingdoms of this 
world become Christ's before his second coming. 

Ps. ii, 7-9. " I will declare the decree: the Lord bath 
said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten 
thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod 
of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel." Here we see that the nations first become 
Christ's, and, second, he dashes them in pieces like a pot 
ter's vessel at his advent. 

Dan. vii, 13, 14. "I saw in the night visions, and, be-
hold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 

brought him near before him. And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, na-
tions, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." The 
coming mentioned in the text is not to earth; but to the 
Ancient of days Christ then receives of the Father the 

dominion, and glory, and a kingdom. This all takes 
place prior to his deseent to earth. He receives the 
throne of David, which is in the capital of the, fifth 
kingdom, the New Jerusalem, before he comes to earth. 
This is the marriage of the Lamb. When Christ comes, 
he "returns from the wedding." Luke xii, 36. Then  

just prior to the Second Advent, Christ receives The 
throne and Capital of his kingdom. He also receives the 
kingdoms of this world; and the church in her mo,tal 
state proclaims the kingdoms of this world our Lord's 
and his Christ's. 

Verse 18. [First clause.] "And the nations were an-
gry, and thy wrath is conic." We notice, first, the an-
gry nations. During the year 1855, seventy-two battles 
have been fought, and more than 350,000 men have been 
slain. From this we may form some idea of the condi-
tion of this world when it can be emphatically said, the 
nations are angry. 

"And thy wrath is come." This we regard as the un-
mingled wrath of God, in the seven last plagues. Rev. 
xiv, 10; xv, 1; xvi. The cup of God's wrath will be pour-
ed out without mixture of mercy. Christ's work as Priest 

will be for ever closed. " He which is filthy, let him be 
filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous 
still." Those who would obtain mercy of God, and a 
pardon for all their sins, must attend to. tie work before 
God's wrath shall be poured out. First, the nations will 
be angry; and in that time of confusion, will the loud cry 
of the Third Angel be closed up. Then will follow the 
wrath of God in the seven last plagues, but not till the 
voice of warning is hushed, and every lip employed in 
giving the last warning is stilled. 

Verse 18. [Last clause.] •'And the time of the dead 
that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give 
reward unto thy servants the prophets, and, to the saints, 
and them that fear thy name, small and great; and should-
est destroy them which destroy the earth." 

We regard the "dead," mentioned in the text as one 
class, and the saints as another. The saints are judged 
before they are raised, and so are the wicked dead. But 
they will be judged by Christ and the saints during the 
thousand years of Rev. xx, and raised at the close of that 
period and destroyed. 

Then, what is the "time of the dead that they should 
be judged?" Ans. The 1000 years. This is the next 
great event following the seven last plagues. The great 
day of judgment will be introduced by the coming of 

Christ. The next great event is expressed as follows:—
"And that thou shouldest give reward unto thy ser-

vants the prophets, and to the saints, and to them , that 
fear thy name small and great". Although these have 
had immortality, and have reigned with Christ in the Ho-
ly City 1000 years, yet they have not had their full re-
ward, and will not till the New Heavens and Earth ap-
pear at the close of the 1000 years. 

Rev. v., 9, 10,-shows the condition of the saints during 
the 1000 years, and the place to which they are looking 
for their full reward. " And they sung a new song, say-
ing, Thou art worthy to take the book, and ,  to open the 
seals thereof; for thou west slain, and hest redeemed Jul 
to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and toagne 
and people, and nation; and hest made us unto our God 
kings and priests; and we shall reign on the earth." Dur-
ing the 1000 years the saints reign in judgment, and at 
the close of that period their reign on the earth com-
mences. 

"And shouldest destroy them which destroy (corrupt, 
margin) the earth." When will this take place? Ans. 
At the second death, at the close of God's great week, at 
the time the saints are rewarded by the reception of the 
entire earth restored to its Eden glory. 

Thus closes the events of the seventh angel, covering 
all the dreadful scenes of the third woe,.reaohing to the 
time when all woe will cease at the second death, and 
when all things will be made new. J. W. 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD. 

"BUT in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when 
he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be 
finished, as he bath declared to his servants, the proph-
ets." Rev. x, 7. In the following brief examination of 
this subject, we desire to answer the following inquiries: 

What is the Mystery of God? 
What is the finishing of this Mystery? 
When will it be finished? 

First. What is the Mystery of God? Answer. The 
gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. Hut the Scriptures 
are very explicit on this point, and we will let them tes-
tify. 

Col. i, 25-29; ii, 1-3. " Whereof I am made a minister, 
according to the dispensation of God which is given to 
me for you, to fulfill the word of God; even the mystery 
which bath been hid from ages and from generations, but 
now is made manifest to his saints: to whom God would 

liberal support of the ministry ;  as the only sensible 
way of curing the disease. 

THE REVIEW AND HERALD 
It Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy word is truth." 

BATTLE CHEEK. FIFTH-DAY, HAE, 27.11358. 

THE CLOSE OF THE VOLUME. 

IN taking a retrospect at the close of another volume, 
we see many things to inspire in us gratitude and thanks-
giving. There has been an increase of brethren from its 
commencement, and more especially of late a rising of 
spirituality in all parts of the field, and a corrrespotiding 
seal in discharging the duties incumbent upon the peo-
ple of God,. Wile* of the fact that the last Message of 
Mercy is now going forth. 

If our position be the right one, if we are standing in 
the light of revealed truth, well may it excite in us zeal 
and energy in makiit it known to our fellow-men. If 
the great crowning truth of revelation is about to be ful-
filled, and the end of all things is at hand, to what a mo. 
mentous period has the world arrived. It is a matter in 
which the whole world is concerned! It is an event in 
which every living soul has an interest! And the bare 
POSSIBILITY that it might be true, it would seem, would 
be sufficient to arouse all to a thorough investigation of 
the subject. But if there is not only a possibility. but a 
great PROBABILITY. and even ABUNDANT PROOF that these 
things are so, how should we expect to see all awake 
and eager to learn by what they were supported. 

That we are not right in our views of the future and the 
coming of the Son of man yet remains to he proved; and 
there would be more chance for skepticism were it not 
that all the great events of the present day, as fulfill-
ments of prophecy, unite in bearipg testimony to the fact 
that this present world draweth to a close. Now it cer-
tainly cannot do any one any hurt to inquire if these 
things are so. Let them remember that they are events 
in which they have a personal interest, and if they are 
about to burst upon us it is important that we know it, 
and be prepared to meet them. 

That there are great truths especially applicable to the 
present time, and that :here are fearful scenes just be-
fore us, we fully believe. To keep these truths steadily 
before the minds of the people, and to urge upon them a 
preparation for coming events, has been the object of the 
Review; and no man can say that this object is no good, 
until it shall be shown that we are wrong in our appli-
cations of scriptures, and have no grounds for our ex-
pectations. 

Our aim is to draw light from the sure word of proph-
ecy and acquaint ourselves with the essential truths of 
God's revealed will. We hare no theory at stake: we de-
sire truth only. We do not labor to build up a sect or 
party: we labor for the good of souls; to prepare our-
selees and others to stand the test of that great day It 
ill becomes any one, in these last moments of time, and 
in view of eternity soon to open before us, to have for a 
moment any other object. What matter creeds and par-
ty distinctions, since they shall-soon be swept into eter-
nal oblivion, and only those who love and obey the truth 
as it is in Jesus, will remain unscathed. 

The Review claims no infallibility for any connected 
with it; but it does claim it for every " Thus saith the 
Lord," and in his name demands obedience. 

From looking at the past we also learn that the Lord 
will have a tried and tested people. And we see that the 
Third Angel's Message proves no exception to the Sav-
iour's parable of the net—it gathers good and bade But 
the bad will be sifted, shaken, and driven out by trials 
and discouragements. They will not endure long to bear 
the cross against a steady current of opposition, and 
the " patient waiting" will wear them out completely. 
The good alone will "hold fast" and receive their crown. 

We would here express our thanks to our many kind 
friends for their words of comfort and encouragement by 
which we have been cheered and strengthened. We are 
all yet fellow-laborers in the Lord's vineyard. But the 
"-even" is evidently fast approaching when we shall be 
called to receive our reward. 

OFFICE REPORT. 

IT will require to meet the expenses of the Volume 
which closes with this number, $351,50. 

We have on our books thirty-eight who owe for Vols. 
VI, and VII, whose indebtedness amounts to $76. We 
have two-hundred and thirty-eight who have paid noth-
ing on Vol. VII, amounting to $238. We have fifty-eight 
on the poor list who receive the paper at half price, 
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make known what is 	'dies ofgsfictrefici this mys- 
tery among the Gentiles; whi   rist in you, the hope 
of glory: whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto I also la-
bor, striving according to hie working, which worketh in 
me mightily. 

"For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have 
for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as 
have not seen my face in the flesh; that their hearts 
might be comforted, being knit together in love, and un-
to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to 
the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge...* 

Eph. iii, 1-9. "For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of 
Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dis-
pensation of the grace of God which is .given me to you-
ward: how th4 by revelation he made known unto me 
the mystery; 44. wrote afore in few words; whereby, 
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christwhich Mother ages was not made known 
unto the sons otinen, as it is now revealed unto his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles 

should be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and partak-
ers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: whereof I was 
made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God 

given unto me by the effectual working of his power. 
Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men see 
w hat is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who crea-
atea all things by Jesus Christ" 

Chap. vi, 19. "And for me, that utterance may be giv-
en unto me, that I may open my month boldly, to make 
known the mystery of the gospel." 

Rom, xvi, 25-27. " Now to him that is of power to 
stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mys-
tery, which was kept secret since the world began, but 
now is made manifest, and by the Scriptures of the 
Prophets, according to the commandment of the ever-
lasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience 
of faith: to God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ 

for ever. Amen." 
The word appears in its plural form, in 1 Con iv, 1. 

" Let a man so account of us as of the ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God.'" Read the para-
ble of the sower, which so forcibly illustrates the gospel 
and its effect upon the hearts of the children of Men. 
Mark iv, 11, 12." And he said untothern„Unto you it is 
given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but 
unto them that are withouti, all these things are done in 
parables: that seeing they may see and not perceive; 
and hearing. they may hear, and not understand; lest at 
any time they should be converted, and their sins should 

be forgiven them." 
Second. What is the finishing of this mystery? The 

seventh angel has been regarded as the "last trump," 
which will raise the dead, [I Cor. xv, 52,] hence the fin-
ishing of the mystery of God under its sounding has been 
regarded as the termination of the gospel at a point of 

time. 
But we have shown that the sounding of the seventh 

angel covers a period of time It is days (years) sound-
ing; hence we regard the finishing of the mystery of God 
as occupying a period of time under the sounding of the 
seventh angel. We therefore hold that the finishing of the 
mystery of God is the closing work of the gospel of Je-
sus Christ, embracing the last message of mercy to the 

world. 
It will be admitted that the gospel holds a very close 

relation to the ministry of Christ in the Heavenly Sanc-
tuary. As the tenth day atonement for the cleansing of 
the sanctuary of the first covenant was the finishing up 
of the work of that year, so the ministration of Christ for 
the cleansing of the Heavenly Sanctuary after the ter-
mination of the 2300 days of Dan. viii, is the finishing 
up of Christ's entire work as Priest. And while his 
work as Priest is being finished in heaven, the mystery 
of God, which is the gospel to the world, is being finish-
ed on earth in the third message, which is the last that 

offers salvation. 
. Third. When will the mystery of God be finished? 

, Rev. x, 7, seems to be a sufficient answer to this question, 
%Ant in the daps of the voice of the seventh angel, 
WHEN HE SHALL BEGIN TO SOUND, the mistery 
of God should be finished." Then the finishing of the  

mystery of God acetifies a periorrof time, and that peri-
od isat the beginning of the sounding of the seventh 
angel. 

We have seen that the seventh angel, or third woe, 
reaches to the second death at the close of the 1000 yean; 
of Rev. xx, covering all woe. We have also seen that it 
begins to sound before immortality is given to the saints, 
as several event, • der its sounding takes place while 
the saints are in their mortal state. Rev. xi. We think 
it commenced sounding at the termination of the 2300 
days in 1844; and from that point of time to the close of 
the Third Message, the mystery of God is being finished. 
Then it will be said, " He that is unjust, let him be un-
just still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; 
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and 
and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And behold 
I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give ev-
ery man according as his work shall be." 

Let the candid compare with this sentiment the heresy 
that the gospel in its greatest glory is to go forth after 
the coming of the Lord, during the 1000 years of Rev az. 

J. W. 

WHEN THE SON OF MAN COlIETH, SHALL 
HE FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH'? 

THERE is no denying that all forms of religion are los-
ing their power and effect upon the mass of the people. 
This is a significant sign of the age in which we live. 

And there are many causes working to accomplish this 
end. Of Charles Dickens, whose writings are very ex-
tensively read, and possess a powerful influence with the 
people, the "Aberdeen Free Press" says:— 

" In the van of those who are laboring to sever the 
working classes from what little hold religion yet retains 
on them, we are sorry to find Mr. Dickens marching—
and in a style of harlequin bravado, anything but credit-
able to one claiming his good feeling, and possessing his 
amount of common sense." 

From the " Evangelist" we learn the following relative 
to the state of religion in a portion, at least, of New York 
State. From the similarity of these reports in all denom-
inations, we may safely give it a general application. 

NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION IN THE HOUNDS 

OF THE PREillYTERY OF ROCHESTER. 

-While a survey of the territory occupied by this Pres-
bytery is suited to create some painful feelings on ac-
count of the low religious interest, and the absence of re-
vivals of religion, there are some things suited to encour-
age our hearts. 

Our Zion is in a state of mourning. The Holy Spirit 
has not visited us  as in former years, and we have great 
cause for deep humiliation in view of the sins, the world-
liness, and spiritual indifference of most of our Church-
es. God has dealt with us in a peculiar manner. By di-
minishing the fruits of the earth, the ability of the Churh-
es to contribute for benevolent objects has been some-
what curtailed, and we regret to say that some have seiz-
ed upon that fact as an excuse for penuriousness. god 
has also permitted the elements to contend with our re-
ligious interests by overshadowing many of our Sabbaths 
with clouds and storms, and thus furnish excuses more 
plausible than usual, for persons not deeply interested in 
religion to absent themselves from the house of. God, and 
to detain so many of poor health, who love the ways of 
Zion. 

These circumstances may have had something to do 
with the absence of revivals of religion. Whatever may 
have been the cause or causes, the fact is notorious, and 
calls loudly for humiliation and prayer." 

Rosiness. 
J. Y. Wilcox:—You are credited to Vol. VIII. 
W. Wilcox:—We continue your paper. 

rjr The P. 0. Address of G. W. Holt, is Milan; Erie 
Co., Ohio. 

The P. 0. Address, of J. Hart. is Round Grove, White-
side Co., Ill. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

WE have consulted with several brethren on the sub, 
iect of a General Conference, and there seems to be an 
agreement that there should he a General Conference 
held at Battle Creek, to commence about May 23d. We 
make this statement that the probable time of the meet-
ing may be known in season. A definite appointment 
can be given hereafter. J. W. 

or Ws suggest, that when the brethren enclose a bank 
note to pay for the Rarvizw, they enclose another to meet  

what is due on Vol. VII, end to. move Office drc. Dues 
look bad. 	 J. W. 

re- B. M. A.—A full answer to your questions would 
require more time and room than we can spare at present. 
Before we leave the subject to which your questions re-
late, we shall endeavor to thoroughly investigate all parts 
of it; and in meeting objections, your questions will be 
antwered. If, however, as the investigation progresses, 
you are not satisfied on all points, you will please speci-
fy such points, and we will particularly notice them. 

J. W. 

What Day of the Week was Observed by the 
Apostles amid Primitive Christians? 

Tea practice of the apostles and early Christians is 
justly admitted to have an influence in determining how 
we should understand and discharge our religious duties. 
For this reason, the strongest efforts are made to show 
that they regarded the first day of the week as the Sab-
bath. But the Scriptures afford no evidence of this. On 
the contrary, there is the fullest proof that they relig-
iously observed the seventh day—the only day which is 
called Sabbath in the New Testament. In confirmation 
of this statement, we notice the distinction that is con-

stantly made in the writings of the apostles between the 

Sabbath and the first day of the week. The seventh day 
is uniformly called the Sabbath, and the first day is men-
tioned only as such. Had the writers of the New Test-
ament adopted any other day for the Sabbath than the 
one commonly called by that name, their manner of 
speaking of these days is both mysterious and deceptive, 
as it is directly calculated to mislead us respecting a re-
ligious duty. No person who regards the first day for the 
Christian Sabbath, will apply this name to the seventh 
day; neither will one observing the seventh day, style 
the first day of the week the Sabbath. The reason is ob-
vious. Such a course would be contrary to his under-
standing of truth, and it would lead others to misunder-
stand his sentiments. For this reason the apostles would 
not do it. 

In addition to this custom of calling the seventh day 
the Sabbath, we find it was the custom of those early 
Christians to assemble for divine worship on the Sab-
bath day. The manner in which the Sabbath and the 
first day following our Lord's crucifixion were observed, 
sufficiently proves what the sentiments and practice of 
the disciples were at that time. It is said of them, that 
" they rested the Sabbath day according to the command-
ment," and on the first day they "traveled and went in-
to the country." In the 13th chapter of Acts, we are 
told that Paul and his company went to a place of wor-
ship in Antioch on the Sabbath day; and we have a 
sketch of the sermon preached by Paul on that occasion. 
By the request of his Gentile bearers, he preached the 
next Sabbath, when nearly the whole city came to hear 
him. In Philippi, Paul and his company, on Use Sab-
bath; resorted to the river-side where prayer was wont to 
be made. At this time Lydia was converted and bap-
tized. In the 18th chapter of Acts, it is said of Paul, who 
was associated with certain disciples in Corinth, that "he 
reasoned in the synagogues every Sabbath, and persuad-
ed the Jews and Greeks;" and this practice he continu-
ed in their city a year and a half. At Ephesus, Paul 
went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews, 
which is also admitted to have been on the Sabbath day. 
In Thessalonica, there was a synagogue of the Jews, and 
Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three 
Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures. 
Acts xvii, 2. These quotations are sufficient to show that 
the apostles and primitive Christians observed the an-
cient Sabbath. In Acts xxviii, 17, Paul, in reply to the 
slanderous reports of his enemies, declares that he had 
committed nothing against the customs of the fathers. 
Now, was it the custom of the fathers to keep the seventh 
day for the Sabbath? And was it contrary to their cus-
tom to keep the first day? If so, then Paul kept the sev-
enth day of the week, and not the first, for the Sabbath. 
In this thing there was a perfect agreement among all 
the Christians of the apostolic churches. The Jews, who 
were ever ready to accuse them, and render them despic-
able in the eyes of their nation, never upbraided them 
with a violation of the weekly Sabbath, which with them 

was a crime worthy of death. These facts are sufficient 
to prove that the apostles and their associate Christians 
religiously observed the Sabbath of the fourth command-
ment—Sab. Vindicator. 
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God is Love. 

" CAN a woman forget her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassion  on  her offspring 7 Yea, 
they may forget, yet will not I forget thee." Isa. 
xlix, 15. 

The Bible is full of good and precious promises  ; 
and those who have male God their hope have never 
found  an  hour  so  filled with sorrow and darkness 
that a gleam has not shone from the Father of lights 
to inspire hope, and give strength to the fainting sdul. 
How illustrative of God's tender mercy is the pass-
age above quoted  :  though a mother may forget her 
offspring, the child she loves, yet will not God forget 
his chosen few on earth. 

Could the servant of the Lord feel how great the 
love of God towards him is, truly he would never 
faint and repine. But here we see and know only in 
part. and it dole not yet appear what is laid up for 
the people of God  ;  but they have a volume filled 
with hope-inspiring promises to comfort them while 
they tarry 'mid sorrow and sin  ;  and the joys and beau-
ties of the land to which they journey are in this vol-
ume portrayed in language too beautiful for any but 
an inspired penman to utter. Truly God is love, and 
so loves his people that he will safely lead them 
through every hour of sorrow and temptation till they 
reach that home which the Creator of all things will 
fitly prepare for those who are worthy to receive it. 

J. F. B. 
Buck's Bridge, St Law. Co  ,  N, Y. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

From Bro. Holt. 
BRO. SMITH :—I am happy to hear of the prosper-

ity of Zion through the columns of the Review. My 
heart is made to burn within me, while I read, the 
rich articles on different subjects of Bible truth, and 
the spirited epistles from brethren and sisters in dif-
ferent parts of the field. 

The light of the Third Angel truly appears like the 
path of the just that is  as  the shining light that shin-
eth more and more unto the perfect day. We hope 
that the stewards of the Lord will see to it that the OP 
flee is free from embarrassment so that the Review 
may continue its weekly visits to the scattered and 
lonely pilgrims who are hungry and thirsty for the 
bread and water of life and salvation. 

Interest to hear on the subjects of truth which we 
believe, is increasing in this part of the field. Con-
gregations have listened with manifest interest to 
learn our position. Many have procured books and 
are investigating. We crave the prayers of the Church 
for success in this vicinity. 

In hope of eternal life. 	G. W. Ho•r. 
Fremont 0. March, 1856. 

From Bro. Lawrence. 
I have just spent sixteen days from home, mostly 

in new places, and find  a  number interested to hear and 
read on those portions of truth not usually presented. 
Five have ordered the Review. The tears of several 
were expressive of the effect of truth. Perhaps one 
dozen families out of five neighborhoods opened their 
doors for the servants of the Lord, urging us or oth-
ers to call and more fully present the -.present truth." 
All the publications that I had were called for. 

My heart is encouraged to endure the toils of the 
way, and lay all upon the Lord's altar without re-
serve. The long months of trial and domestic afflic-
tion that I have been passing through, are doing  a 
good work for me. I am comforted with the pros-
pect of sharing with the  " remnant" as the cause con-
tinues to rise, and finally share in the  "  new song" of 
triumph that awaits those who " keep the word of 
his patience" unto the end. 

I feel assured that the Lord is leading us in just the 
way that will both purify and prove us. and at the 
game time sift out those who do not learn that sub-
mission necessary to lead  us  into the unity of the 
faith," by obedience to the commandments of God 
and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

It is my prayer that the  "  word of his (God's) 
grace" may govern all that profess to believe in the 
work of the Third Angel's Message, that we may gain 
an eternal inheritance among all them which are sanc- 
tified. 	 H. W. LAWRENCE. 

Bangor, N. Y. 

From Bro. Reseal. 
I have been a believer in the doctrines set forth in 

the Review and Herald shove a  year, having had ac-
cess tathe reading of the Review above a year and  a 
half. The first preaching that I heard as set forth 
in your publications was by Eld. Joseph Bates. in 
Hancock Co., Ohio. The Review was sent to me by 
him to examine its doctrines, which I did with care,  

and found that it taught a Bible doctrine in most 
every particular, as far as I am capable of judging. 
In the Spring of 1855 I came to this place, and did 
not renew my subscription for the paper  ;  consequent-
ly I have not had any since June,  as  I have not been 
permanently located since then. 

There are ten Sabbath-keepers here, and many 
more thatitre almost persuaded to be. We much 
need a preacher of the last message to preach to the 
people in this valley. They would accomplish much 
good, and would bring many souls out of Babylon. 

Wan. RUSSELL. 
Adams Co., Wis., March, 1856 

P. S. Our place is known a considerable ways by 
the name of the Lemonweer Valley, near  a  small vil-
lage by the name of Mauston, which has two or three 
hundred inhabitants who all need the truth. 

Extracts from Letters. 

Bro. J. B. Frisbie writes from Bowne, Kent Co 
Mich.. March 17th, 1856:— I aim now lecturing to 
crowds in the town of Bowne, fourteen miles north 
of Hastings, where they have never heard  a  lecture 
before. What the result will be, the Lord only knows. 
I have given eight lectures in two large school-hous-
es

' 
 which have been filled to overflowing. All listen-

ed with attention to the discourses on the  i  resent 
truth. They have bought almost the last remnant 
of books that I had on hand. Many say that they 
never saw the people so stirred up before in Bowne. 
and never saw the houses so filled before. There is 
some opposition, and that is quite strong. But I am in 
hopes it will give way before the clear truth. 

"There is  a  neighborhood four miles north from 
Grand Rapids, where they arc all awake to hear." 

BRO. 0. Davis writes from North Fairhaven, Mass.. 
Mar. 9th. 1856:—" I feel glad that steps are being 
taken to place the publishing cif books and tracts in 
the hands of  a  committee of theahurch  ;  not howev-
er intending by this expression. to cast any reflection 
on the course of those who have through much labor 
and trial brought the work thus far  ;  but to express 
my satisfaction that the church has arrived to that 
state of organization when the work can be carried 
on through  a  more general effort. I have ever thought 
that  a  church system should he  as  perfect as any 
other. and must believe that it will be so if the in-
structions of its great Head are strictly followed. 
How careful was God to b: ing his church under Mo-
ses to  a  state of order and discipline  !  And then 
again when the time came for that system of govern-
ment to end, now careful to introduce another  !  Sure-
ly God is not the author of confusion and disorder  : 
even as  the Apostle says, If all were the eye, where 
were the seeing, &c. 
"I have often thought that I would like to be a mem-

ber of that church that should he organized under 
the rules and instructions of God's word. hod led by 
the Holy Spirit, which Jesus said should lead into 
all truth. I have been much comforted and strength-
ened of late in reading the 15th chapter of John 
Truly, will not God keep us if we abide in the vine? 
And 0 may we so walk  as  to he indeed living branch-
es  of the true vine. And to those of you who hold 
responsible situations in the church, may God give 
wisdom and grace for the discharge of your duties to 
the glory of his name." 

Bro. A. Hart writes from Delhi, Mich., March 9th. 
1856 :—" The Church in Delhi are striving to get the 
victory over every besetment. We have good social 
tm•ltings, and all are united, and feel the importance 
of holiness of heart. Our prayer is unitedly that the 
Lord will prepare his people for the conflict that is 
just before them. We beiieve that the day is near at 
hand when our faith will be tried. We expect that 
through the blood of the Lamb we shall overcome." 

Sister S. Peckham, writes from Otemego Co., N. 
Y. :—" 0 that we may all be able to fulfill the per-
fect law of  •  love to God and man ;' then every word 
and act will be in accordance with that principle. 
Then may it be truly said, The righteousness of the 
law is fulfilled in  us  who walk not after the flesh but 
after the Spirit.' Says Paul.  •  I protest by your re- 
juicing I die daily ;' this dealt) must be 	sin. to the 
carnal mind, that  •  he might he 	, -live unto God." 
As it is written again.  •  The body 	-.cad because of 
sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness; and 
to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually 
Mi.ded is lire and peace.' 

•'I feel that I must make a practical use of every 
scripture. or it will profit  me  little. I mean by the 
grace of God  so  to do. I have marked chapters xii 
and xiii of Romans. as worthy of a close application 
until I learn how to practice from the heart every  

precept therein contained. If by our words we are 
to be justified or condemned, which ar3 always indic-
ative of the spirit we are of how important that we 
obtain the right Spirit that our words may corres-
pond thereto  ;  and prove our own selves by the word 
of God, and thus work out our own salvation with 
fear and trembling." 

Bro. J. A. Wilcox writs from Oneida Co.. N. Y,,. 
March, 1856:—" The way seems to be opening for 
the spread of the present truth in this vicinity. Sev-
eral are reading tracts upon the Sabbath question and 
upon other great truths connected with the last sol-
emn message of mercy to the world. The Advent 
doctrine never has been proclaimed but very little in 
this vicinity. Several that have read Bro. White's 
work on the Signs of the Times testify that it points 
out the time we are living in, viz the last days, very 
plainly. I trust that in Go‘l's own good time some 
of his servants may come this way and preach the 
glorious truths concerning the Kingdom of God which 
those that endure faithful to the end *El soon be per-
mitted to enter." 

Bro. Eons arms writes from Dodge Co., M. T., 
March 1856:—"  I  take up my pen with pleasure, to 
let you know that there are  a  few here, even here, in 
the wilds of Minnesota. that are striving to keep all 
the Commandments of God and the Faith of Jesus. 
I esteem it a great privilege to enjoy the reading of the 
Review. I hardly know how we could get along 
without it. There are five in this place who are keep-
ing the seventh day. Others are anxious to read the 
paper and pamphlets. We have not books enough to 
supply them. Quite  a  number are inquiring about 
the new doctrine. 0 may the Lord guard the rem-
nant." 

Jiro. Geo. T. Smith writes from Grand Rapids, 
Min.. March 19th. 1856:—'' The prospect is good in 
this place now for people to receive the truth. I be-
lieve it is our duty to stand in the clear light and we 
shall he prepared to do others good and give them 
the light of the precious truths of the Third Angel's 
Message. God can do a mighty work with  a  few, if 
they are only right. Numbers are not required to 
do the work of God  ;  but  a  right people,  a  people that 
do know their God can Accomplish great things by 
the help of the Lord." 

Sister B. Strout writes from Bradford, Me,. :—"I am 
thankful that  I  am numbered among thy few that are 
striving to keep the Commandments bf God and the 
Faith of Jesus. I am glad to hear that the cause is 
RUH progressing. I rejoice that light is increasing, 
andivi1,1 increase till the perfect day. 

" -trejoice that the gifts are being restored to the 
church, for  I  believe that the Lord will have just such 
a  church that will be furnished unto every good word 
and work. I :cad with interest Bro. Andrews' arti-
cle on the time to commence the Sabbath, and acqvi-
-esce in it." 

Sister Maria Edson writes from Franklin Co  , 
Mass :—" It is a little more than one year since I 
began to keep the Sabbath of the Lord. I have been 
a  believer in the near coming of the Lord since 1850. 
Eight years since. I professed to love the Lord, and 
united with the Methodist chureh. I often used to 
wonder why professed Christians did not keep the 
Seventh-day Sabbath  ;  but  I was taught that Christ 
and his apostles changed the' Sabbath. Since I be-
can to search the Bible for myself, I have become 
convinced that the Sabbath hits not been changed. but 
rem tins the Caine as when written by the finger of 
God.  i  feel thankful that I was ever led to see that 
I  was trampling upon one of his holy commandments." 

B70. J. Y. Wilcox writes from Middletown. Ct., 
March 13th, 1856 :—" The adopted, and the ob-
jects  as  set forth in the Review, and -also expressed 
on the face of the Circular, being the decision of 
those Brn., deeply interested in, and closely connect 
ed with, the precious cause  of present troth, fully 
meets my approval. and in my humble opinion de-
serves the hearty co-operation of all the lovers of 
truth." 

SELECTIONS. 

We clip the following from one of mit• -ex-
changes, which calls it " a move in the right direction  " 

"The New York Central Railroad has discontinued 
its Sunday passenger trains, and the Erie road has 
signified a willingness to do the same, The Albany 
Northern has adopted the same rule; and, last of 14 
the Hudson River. The great line of steamboats 
have found it to their interest to discontinue their 
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Sunday departures ; and the roads have come to the 
Same conclusion -.-A, the present time there is not a 
Sunday train leaving Albany in any direction." 

SUNDAY. 

[Read the following poetical effusion on Sunday. 
The writer says well. " our Sabbath ;" for certainly 
the Lord never owned it as his.—En..] 
The ancient Sabbath was an end—a pause— 

A stillness of the world : the work was done! 
But ours commemorates a work begun. 

Why, then. sun ject the new to antique laws ? 
The ancient Sabbath closed the work. because 

The world was fluish'd. Ours proclaims the sun, 
Its glorious saint. alert its com se to run. 

Vanguard of days ! escaped the baffled jaws 
Of slumberous dark and death—so fitly first 

In Sunday rank'd before the secular days; 
Unmeetly clad in weeds, with arms reversed, 

To trail in oaten thought by silent ways. 
Like the fresh dawn. or rose bud newly burst. 

So let our Sabbath wear the face of praise ! 
LIIAHTLEY COLERIDGE. 

BEAUTIFUL ALLEGORY. 

A TRAVELER who spent some time in Turkey, re-
lates a beautiful parable which was told him by a 
dervish, and which seemed even more beautiful than 
Sterne's celebrated :igure of the accusing spirit and 
recording angel. " Every man." says the dervish, 
"has two angels, one on his right shoulder, and an-
other on his left. When he does anything good, the 
angel on his right shoulder writes it down and seals 
it, because what is done, is done for ever. When he 
has done evil, the angel on his left shoulder writes it 
down ; he waits till midnight  ;  if before that time the 
man bows down his head and exclaims, Gracious Al-
lah, I have sinned—forgive me  I  the angel rubs it out, 
if not, at midnight he seals it, and the angel on his 
right shoulder weeps." 

The following beautiful lines by J. C. Prince, en-
titled "Forgiveness," contain the same sentiment. 

Man bath two attendant angels 
Ever waiting by his silo, 

With him wheresoe'er he wanders, 
•  Wberesoe'er his feet abide  ; 
bile to ,  warn him where he walketh, 

And rebuke him if he stray  ; 
One to leave him to his nature, 

And so let him go his way. 

Two recording spirits, reading 
All his life's minutest part, 

Looking in his soul, and listening 
To the beatings of his heart  ; 

Each. With pen of fire electric. 
Writes the good or evil wrought— 

Writes with truth, that adds not, errsno-tr 
Purpose—action—word—and thoffght. 

One the 'reacher and Reprover, 
Marks each heaven-deserving deed  ; 

Graves it with the lightning's vigor, 
Seals it with the lightning's speed  ; 

For the good (hat man aehieveth- 
Good beyond an angel's doubt—

Such remains for aye and ever, 
And cannot be blotted out, 

One, (severe and silent Watcher !) 
--Noteth every crime and guile, 

Wra  it with a holy duty, 
Seals it not, but waits awhile  ; 

if the evil doer cry not- 
" God forgive me I" e'er he sleeps, 

Then the sad, stern spirit seals it, 
.t nd the gentler spirit weeps. 

To the sinner, if Repentance  
Cometh soon, with healing wings, 

Then the dark account is cancelled, 
And each joyful angel sings  ; 

Whilst the erring one perceiveth- 
Now his troublous hour is o'er—

Music, fragrance wafted to him 
From a yet untrodden shore! 

Mild and mighty is Forgiveness, 
Meekly worn, if meekly won  ; 

Let our hearts go forth to seek it 
Ere the setting of the sun! 

Angels wait and long to hear us 
Ask it, ere the time be flown; 

Let us give it, and receive it, 
Ere the midnight cometh down!  

Popular krildelity of To-day. 

IT is not athiditai I fear so much in the present 
times, as panthattm. It is not the system which says 
nothing is trth; so much as the system which says 
everything is true. It is not the system which says 
there is no Savidur, so.much as the system which 
says there are many saviours, and many ways to 
peace. It is the  es  -; - em which is so liberal that it 
dares not say any thing is false. It is the system 
which is so charitable that it will allow every thing 
to be true. It is the system which seems ready to 
honor other religions as well as that of our Lord Je-
sus Christ  ;  to class them all together, and hope well 
of all who profess them. It is the system which will 
smile complacently on all creeds and systems of re-
ligion—the Bible and the Koran, the Hindoo Vedas 
and the persian Zendavesta. the old wives fables of 
rabbinical writers and the rubbish of patristic tradi-
tions, the Racovian catechism and the Thirty-Nine 
Articles. the revelations of Emanuel Swedenborg, and 
the Book of Mormon, by Joseph Smith  :  all are lis-
tened to  ;  none are to be denounced as lies. It is the 
system which is so scrupulous about the feelings of 
others, that we are never to say they are wrong. 
it is the system which is so liberal that it calls a man 
a bieot if he dares to say, " I know my views are 
right." This is the system which I desire emphati-
cally to testify against and denounce. What is it but 
a saerifice of truth upon the altar of a caricature of 
charity ? Beware of it, you who believe the Bible  ! 
Has the Lord God seoken to us in the Bible, or has 
he not ? Has he declared to us the dangerous state 
of all out of that way, or has he not ? Gird up the 
loins of your minds and look these questions fairly 
in the face. and give them an honest answer. Tell us 
that there is some inspired book besides the Bible, 
and then we shall know what yen mean. Tsll us 
that the whole Bible is not inspired and then we shall 
know where to meet you. But grant for a moment 
that the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the 
Bible, is God's truthAind then I know not in what 
way you can escape t11% conclusion that sincerity alone 
will rot save your soul. From the liberality which 
says every body. is right—from the charity which for-
bids; you-to say anybody is wrong—from the peace 
which is bought at the expense of truth—may the 
good Lord deliver you !—J. C. Ryle. 

Aristocratic Christianity. 

Reform is a word 'hat sounds well.Banners are 
inscribed with it and people toss  up  their hands 
and shout "reform." The temperance lecturer and 
the statesman; the reader of smooth and varnished 
essays, an 11 the stump orator in his grand-eloquen t ex  - 
temporaneoue harangues to the people, delight in dis-
playing the beauties of reform. As we said before, 
words sound well, but it is not with sounds alone we 
have to deal. Melly content themselves with the 
sound, and go no further to inquire into its signifi-
cance.  • 

Reform-may be applied to religion as to nations. 
Ever since the daysof Martin Luther. religious re-
form has been actively at work. But it has mostly 
toiled in one divectilm. Its object seems to have been 
to adjiist the wheels in the greet machinery so as to 
work.  harmoniously. To this end huge volumes have 
been-compiled and the libraries of the world ransack-
ed.. 

But there is one part of the great principle of re-
form that has been gladly consigned to oblivion, and 
in this particular the Church is at war with the true 
spirit of Christianity. Costly palaces and magnificent 
temples are the great fountains from which the gospel 
at the prevent day is proclaieied to the people. Ser-
mons carefully prepared according to the strict rules 
of rhetoric, and better calculated to captivate the tastes 
than to convince  the  reason. are delivered weekly 
from sacred desks. The congregations recline on 
cushioned seats and criticise the sermon. The man 
of wealth has his pew fitted up with all the modern 
improvem•nts to mike attendancy easy. Select 
music opens the service and Lie rich peals rolling in 
soft music burst from the organ at its close.—World-
ly splendor paves the " narrow path" to heaven and 
dresses the Chrieiiani ty of the church in inviting robes 

Whether such a state of things indicates true Chris-
tianity. might purities be doubted. The founder of 
Christianity was born in poverty while on ear th. 

His palpit was the mouutain rock. his audience sat 
on the naked ground. and his sermons were addressed 
to the poor. So great was his poverty that he had 
no where to lay his head. his mission was one of 
charity awl mercy. Ile sought the poor. the ignorant. 
the lame an  I  the blind. Ile delivered no elaborate 
sermons on 11,,et ,  teal points. from highly ornamented 
desks, to gentlemen in broadcloth. and ladies in silks 
and satin. When the rich sought him they did not  

seek him. in splendid temples and gorgeous palaces, 
but sought him in the midst of his labors among the 
poor and the humble. 

Here then lies the difference between the Christi-
anity of the Church and the Christianity of Christ—
the former is founded on worldly splendor. the latter 
in poverty.—Would it not be well, among the reforms 
of the age to introduce a reform in Christianity, and 
preach as they did of old—to poor as well as to rich. 

[ Lockport Telegraph. 

The Path of The Just 

The path of the sun is a radiant path. It is not 
only glorious. That expresses but half the truth. 

It is glorious because it is radiant. The sun is not 
like the moon a mere reflector glittering with bor-
rowed light. God has given it light in itself; there-
fore- itshines, and cannot but shine. If the moun-
tains could be lifted up till they  should  enclose it, 
like a wall  ;  and the clouds ascending from the 
mountains,toneentrate their masses, end overreach 
it like a roof—it Would shine still. Nev. made the 
more intense by the confinement. it would turn the 
mountains into diamond;, and clouds into crystals, 
and flash through them all, and fill the world with 
ne tt' splendors. 

So with the path of the just. His glory is from 
within. It is a radiation. Put him where you will; 
he shines, and cannot but shine. God made him to 
shine. For instance. imprison Joseph—and he will 
shine out on all Egypt, cloudless as the sky where 
the rain never falls. Imprison Daniel—and the daz-
zled lions will return to their lairs, and the King 
come forth to worship at his rising, and all Babylon 
bless the beauty of the brighter and better day. 
Imprison Peter—and with an angel for his harbinger 
star, he will spread his aurora from the fountains of 
the Jordan to the wells of Beersheba, and break like 
the morning over mountain and sea. Imprison Paul 
and there will be high noon over all the Roman em-
pire. Imprison John—and the isles of the YEgean, 
and all the coasts around will kindle with sunset vis-
ions, too gorgeous to be described, but never to be 
forgotten a boundless panorama of prophecy, gliding 
from sky to sky, and enchanting the nations with 
openines of heaven, transits of :alas and angels, and 
the ultimate glory of the city and kingdom of God. 
Not  only  so  ;  for modern times have similar examples; 
examples in the Church and examples in the state. 
Forinstance, bury Luther in the depths of the Black 
Foliest-- and "the angel that dwelt in the bush" will 
honor him there; the trees around him will burn 
like shafts of ruby, and his glowing orb loom up a-
gain, round and clear, as the light of Europe. Thrust 
Bunyan into the gloom of Bedford jail—and as he 
leans his head on his hand, the murky horizon of 
Britain will flame with fiery symbols—" delectable 
mountains" and celestial mansions, with holy nil-
grinis groaped on the golden hills, and hands of bliss,  , 
from the gates of pearl. hastening to welcome them 
home.-7'. H. Stockton. 

“I was Dumb?,  
— — 

Few public men or public institutions are free from 
misrepresentations and groundless complaints. Ex-
planations and replies afford fresh occasions for fault-
finding. Patient continuance in well-doing is perhaps 
the safest course. God will protect the right, and in 
his own time vindicate those who seek to do his will 
and trust his care. 

The great and good Chalmers once said, "I have 
all along been vastly too much disquieted by the 
misconstructions of those who did not comprehend 
me ; and have suffired much both from the fatigue 
of refuting and explaining the same thing a hundred 
times over, and from the vexation felt in finding 
that in spite of every effort, there is a character as-, 
signed to my views the very reverse of every princi-
ple by which I am actuated. But why should the op-
position of men thus affect me? Does it not testmy belief 
in the reality of an all perfect mind, that is now look-
ing on when I suffer so painfully from the adverse un-
derstandiegs of the limited and subordinate minds by 
which I am surrounded ? Would it not nobly accred-
it my faith in God, that in quiet communion with 
him I felt a refuge and resting-place when sorely 
urged by the strife of tongues'? To him may I at all 
times patiently commit my cause, and be still in the 
thought that he is God. Let me consider Him who 
endured not merely the controversy of adverse judg-
ments but of adverse wills—the contradiction of sin-
ners—and let me not be weary, nor faint in my mind." 

Our very manner is a thing of importance. A kind 
no is often more agreeable than a rough yes. 
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