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THE STRUGGLING HEART.

«Coug, my fond fluttering heart,
Come, struggle to he free:
‘Thou and the world must part,
However hard it be: b st
My trembling spirit owns it just,
But tleaves yet closer to the dust.

| Ye tempting sweets forbear—
{ Ve dearest idols fall;
My love ye must not share;
Jesus shall have it all;
*Tis bitter pain—'tis eruel smart,
But O} thou must consent, my heartl

Ye fair enchanting throng,
Ye golden dreams, farewelll
Earth has prevailed too long, |
And now I break the spell:
Ye cherished joys of early years!
Jesus, forgive these parting tears

Bat must I part with all?
My heart still.fondly pleads:
Yes—Dagon's self must talk:—
1t beats, it throbs, it bleeds:
Is there no bali in Gilead found
To soothe and heal the smarting wound?

.0 yes, there is a balm,

A kind physician there,
My fevered miiid to ¢alm,

0 bid me not despair:

Peir Saviout! help me, set me free,
And I will all resign to theel
O may I Teel thy worth,

Anid let no idol dare—
No-vanity of earth X

With thee, my Lord, compare;
Now bid all worldly joys depart,

Aud reigil supremely in my heart]”
nd reigi) supremely y Tne Taglor.

Ohristianity Requireth a Renunciation of the
Wworld, ahd A1l Worldly Tempors.

[

CHAPTER V,
{Concluded )

Fourravy, This entire love of God is as possible
as the attainment of several other duties, which still
are the rules of our behaviour, and such as we are
obliged to aspire after in the ntmost perfection.

"The sincere love of our enemies is, perhaps, of all
other tempers the hardest to be acquired, and the
motions of envy and spite the most difficult to be
entirely Iaid aside; yet, without this temper, we are
ungnalified to say the Lord’s Prayer, We see ex-
amples of this love of God in the first followers of
our Savionr; and though we cannot work miracles
8 they did, yet we may arrive at their persanal ho-
liness, if we would but be so humble as to imitate
their examples. _

Our Saviour told them the infallible way of ar-
riving at piety, which was by renouncing the world,

and talung up the cross, and following him, that!

they might have treasure in heaven, This was the
only way then, and it would still be as successful
now, had we but the faith and bumility to put it in
practice.

But we are now, it seems, become so wise and
prudent, we see so much farther into the nature of
virtue and vice, than the simplicity of the first
Christians, that we can take all the enjoyments of
the world along with us in our road to heaven.

They took Christ at his word, and parted with all;
but we take upon us to reason about the innocen-
cy of wealth and stately enjoynents, and to possess
every thing, but the spirit of our religion.

1t is sometimes said in defense of the dullness of
our affections towards God, that affections are tem-
pers which we cannot command, and depend much
upon constitation; so that persons, who are possessed
of a true fear of God, may yet by reason of their
constitution feel less vehemency of love, than others
who are less piously disposed.

This is partly trae, and partly false.

It is true, that our affoctions are very much influ-
enced by out constitutions; but then it is false, that
this is any defonse of our want of affection towards
God.

Two persons, that equally feel the want of some-
thing o quench their thirst, may show a diffarent
passion after water, by a difference in their constitu-
tions; but still, thirst after water is the ruling desire
1 both of them.

Two epicures, by a difference in their constitution,

may differ in the manner of their eagerness after.

dainties; but still it is the love of dainlies that is
the governing love in both of thewm.

It is the same thing in the case before us, two
persons may equally look upon God as their sole
happiness; by reason of their different tempers, one
may be capable of greater fervors of desire after
him than the other, but still, it is the ruliug desire
of the other.

Therefore though good men may content them-

| selves, though they have not such flames of desire,

as they may see or hear of in -other people; yet

| there is po foundation for this content, unless they

know that they seek and desire no other happiness
than God, and that their love, though not so fervent

as some others', is still the ruling and governing af

fection of their sonl.
Notwithstanding the difference in constitution, we
see all people are affacted with what they reckon

their happiness: if therefore people are not full of a,
desire of God, it is hecause they are full of, or at’

least engaged with, another happiness; it js not any
slowness of spirits, but a variety f enjoyments, that
have taken hold of their hearts, and rendered them

insensible of that happiness that is to be found in-

God.

When any man has followed the counsels of,onr
blessed Saviour, when he has renounced the worid,
rejected all the flattering appearances of worldly

happiness, emptied himself of all idle affections, and |

practised all the means of fixing his heart upon God
alone, he may be pardoned if he still wants such
warmth of affection as so great & good might justly
raise.

But till all this be done, we as vainly appeal to

our constitutions, tem%)ers, and infirmities of our.

state, as the unprofitable servant appealed to the
hardness of his master, and therefore hid his talent
in the earth,

And as it is there said, Out of thine own mouth

est that I was an anstere man, &e. Wherefore then
gavest not thou my money into the bank? &,

Bo we may justly fear that we shall be judged
ont of our own mouthss for, if we know the loving
God with all our heart and soul, to be so difficult to
the temper and infirmities of our nature, why there-
fore do wae not remove every hindrance, remounce
every vain affection, and with double diligence prac-
tise all the means of forming this divine temper?
For this we may-be a-sured of, that the seeking hap-
piness in the enjoyments of wealth, is as contrary to
the entire love of God, as wrapping up the talent in
a napkin is contrary to improving it.

He that has renounced the world, as having noth-
ing in it that can render him happy, will find his
heart at liberty to aspire to God in the highest de-
grees of love and desire; he will then know what

the Psalmist means by thuse expressions, My heart |

is athirst for God; when shall I appear before the
presence of God ?

And till we do thus renounce the world. we are
strangers to the temper and spirit of piety; we do
but act the part of religion, and are no more affoct-
ed with these devotions which are put into our
mouths, than an actor upon the sgage is really angry
himself, when he speaks an angry speech,

Religion is only what it should be, when its hap-
piness has entered into our soul, and filled our hearts
with its proper tempers, when it is the settled object
of our minds, and governs and affocts us, as worldly
men are affetted with that happiness which governs
their actions, )

The ambitious man naturally rejoices at every
thing that leads to his greatnes, and as naturally
grieves at such accidents as oppose it.

Good Christians, that are so wise as to aim only
at one happiness, will as naturaily be affected in this
manner, with that which promotes or hinders their
endeavors after it.

For happiness, in whatever it is placed, equally
governs the heart of him that aspires after it.

1t is therefore as necessary to renounce all the sat-
isfaction of riches and fortune, and place our sole
happiness in God, as it is necessary to love him with
all our heart, and all our soul, with alt eur mind,
aud all our strength,

Another duty, which also proves the necessity of ||

this doctrine, is the love of our neighbor: Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself

Now he that thinks ke can perform this duty,
without taking our Saviour's advice of forsaking all,
and following him, is as much mistaken, as if he
imagines that he loves his neighbor as himself, thongh
he heaps up treasures for his own self-enjoyments
and self-gratifications.

Ia man would know what this love of his neigh~
bor implies, let him look mnpartially into his own
heart, and see what it is that he wishes to himself,
and then turn all those sAme wishes to his ueighhor,
and this will make him feel the just measure of his
duty, better than any other description.

This will also teach him, that this true love of his
neighbor is as inconsistent with the love of the world,
as duelling is inconsistent with meekness and for-
giveness of injuries.

This love is a temper of mind that suits only such
beings, a8 have one common undivided happiness,
where they cannot be rivals to one another: now
this is the state of Chiristians, who have as truly one
eommon happiness. as they have one common God;
but if we put oursclves out of this state, and project

will T judge thee, thou wicked servant; thou knew-for ourselves other folicities in the uncertain enjoy-
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ments of this life, we make ourselvessas incapable of
this neighborly love, as wolves and bears that live
upon prey.

Now one common undivided happiness being the
only possible foundation for the practice of this great
benevelence, it is demonstrable, that if we seek any
other happiness than this, if we do not renounce all
other pretensions, we cannot keep clear of such tem-
pers, as will show that we no vot Jove our neighbor
as ourselves,

This love, a8 has been said of the entire love of
God, is suited to the state of angels, it being not to
be imagined tbatthey have mote benevolence than this
for one another; they can readily perform their du-
ty, because they never vary from their one tiue hap-
piness; and as this makes it easy to them, so noth-
ing can make it possible for us, but by imitating
them, in placing our only happiness in the enjoy-
ment of our true good.

If our happiness depends upon men, our tempers
will necessarily depend upon men, and we sball love
and hate people in proportion as they help or hin-
der us in such happiness.

This is absolutely necessary, and we can never
act otherwise, till we are governed by a happiness
where 10 men can make themselves our rivals, ner
prevent our attainment of it.

When we are in this state, it will be no harder to
love our neighbor as ourselves, than it is to wish
them the enjoyment of the sama light, or the same
common air; for these, being goods which may be
enjoyed equally by all, ave not the oceasion of envy.

But whilst we continue eager competitors for the
imaginary enjoyments of this life, we lay a necessa-
vy foundation for such passions, as are all directly
contrary to the fruits of love,

1 take it for granted, that when our Saviour de-
livered this docirine of love, he intended it should
bo a governing principle of our lives, it concerns us
therefore, as we have any regard to our salvation,
to look carefully @ ourselves, and to put ourselves
in such a state, as we may be capable of performing
it.

Now in this state we cannot be, till we are con-
tent to make no more of this world, than a supply
of our necessities, and to wait for one only happiness
in the enjoyment of God.

1 do not appeal 1o niggards and worldlings, to
the prond and ambitious, let those who think them-
selves moderate in their worldly desires and enjoy-
ments, let such deal faithfully with their own hearts,
and ses whether their prosecution of worldly affairs
permits them to love all Christians as themselves,

Their moderation may perhaps keep them from
the Ditter envyings and Eatred to which smbitious
wotldlings are subject; but still they have as cer
tainly, in theiv degree, and in propertion to their
Jove of the world, their envyings and hatreds, and
want of sincere love as other men.

If any one’s heart can bear him witness, that in
thought, word and deed, he treats all men with that
love whicl he bears to himself, it must be one whose
heart fervently cries out, with the apostle, God fur-
bid that I should glory, save in the cross of Jesus
Chuist, by which the world is crucified nnto me, and
I unto the world. ’

Any otlier glory than this, any other use of the
world than being thus erucified to it, is inconsisent
with this degree of brotherly love.

For a farther proof of this tinth, we need only
lock into the world, and see the spirit that appears
amongst almost all Christians.

We need not go to wicked and loose pecple, let
us go into any vittuons family whatever, we shall
find that it has ity particvlar frfendsliips and hatreds,
its envyings and evil speakings, and all founded in
the interests and regards of the world,

Now all this necessarily preceeds from henee:
that all Chrirtians are busy in attenc ing to their
wordly it tevests, intending only te keep clear of dis-
honest and scandulons practices, that s, they use
the worll as far as honest heathens, or Jews wonld
do, and ro consequently have such tempers as Jews
and heathens have.

Forit is not only cheating and unlawful practaces,
but the bare desire of worldly things, and the plac-
ing Lappiners in them, that lays the foundation of
all these uncliristian tempers, that begets particular

friendships and enmities, and divides Christians in-|

to more parties than there are families amongst
them.

Were there no dishonest persons amongst us, yet
if Christians give themselves up to the happiness
and enjoyments of this world, there would still be
almost the same want of the loving our neighbor as
as omrzelves,

So that it is purely the engaging so far in the
world as sober Christians do, it 1s their false satis-
faction in so many things that they ought to re-
nounce, it is sheir being too much alive to the world,
that makes all, even the the devout and religious,
subject to tempers so contrary to the love of their
reighbor.

How comes it, that most people find it so casy to
ove, forgive, and pray fur all men at the hour of
their death? Is it not because the reason of enmi-
ty, envy, and dislike, then ceases? All worldly in
terests being then at an end, all waorldly tempers
die away with them.

Let this therefore teach us, that it is absolutely
necessary to die to the world, if we would live and
love like Christians,

I have wow clone with this subject of renouncing
the world, and all worldly tempers, T hope I have
been so plain and clear upon it, as is sufficient to
convince any serious reader, that it is a doctrine of
Jesug Cluist, that it is the very foundation of his
religion, and so necessary, that without it we can
exercise no Christiau temper in the manner that we
onght.

Some people have imagined that they only re-
nounce the world, as it ought to be renoznced, who
retire to a cloister, or & monastery: but this isas un
reasonable, as to make it necessary to Iy aside all
use of clothes to avoid the vanity of dress.

As there is a sober and reasonable use of partie-
ular things, so there is a snber, reasonabls use of the
world, to which it is lawful to conform as it is law-
ful to eat and drink.

Tlhey yenounce the world as they ought, wlolive
in the midst of it without worldiy tempers, wha
comply with their share in the offices of human life,
without complying with the spiiit that reigneth in
the world.

As it is 1ight to go thus far, s0 it is wromg as soon
as we take oae step farther,

There is nothing right in eating and drinking,
but a striet and religious temperance. It s the same
thing in other compliances with the state of this
life;” we may dress, we may buy and sell, we may
labor, we may provide for owselves and families;
but as these things are only lawful for the same vea-
sons that it is lawful to eat and drink, so are they
to be governed by the same religinus strictness, that
is to govern our eating and drinking; all variations
from this rale is like gluttony and inteimperance,
and fills our souls with such tempers, as are all con-
trary to the spirit of Christ and his religion,

The first stap that our desires take beyond things
of necessity, ranks us among worldlings, and raises
in our minds all those tempers which disturh the
winds of worldly men.

You think yourself very reasonable and conform-
able to Christianity, because you are moderate in
your desires; you do not desire an immense estate,
you desire only a little finery in dresy, a little state
in equipage, and only to have things genteel about
you.

1 answer, if this be your case, you ara happy in
thie, that you have Lut little desires to conquer, but
if these desires have as fast Iold of you as greater
desires have of other people, you are in the same
state of worldly-mindedness that they are, and are
no more dead to the world than they that are fond-
ertof it. A fondness for three or four hundred
pounds a year is the same slavery to the world, as
a fondness for three or four thovsand; and he that
craves the happiness of little fineries, has no more
renounced the world than he that wants the splen-
dor of a large fortune. *

You hate the extravagance of dress, but if ycu
cannot depart from your own little finery, you have
as much to alter in your heart as they that like none
but the finest of ornaments.

Consider therefore, that what yon call moderate

desires, are as great contrarieties to religion as those ' upon this labor?

which you reckon immoderate, because they hold
the heart in the same state of false satisfaction, ruise
the same vain tempers, and do not suffer the soul to
to rest wholly upon God.

‘When the spirit of religion is your spirit, when
heavenly-mindedness is your temper, when your
heart is set upon God, you will have no more taste
for the vanity of one st of life than anotlier,

Farther, immagine to yourself, that if this pretence
in favor of moderate desires, and little fineries, had
been made to our blessed Saviour when he was up-
on earth, preaching lis dactrines of renouncing the
world, and denying ourselves,

I dare say your own conscience tells you, that he
would have rebuked the author of such a pretence
with as much indignaticn as he rebuked Peter, Get
thee behind ine; Satan, for thou savorest not of the
things that be of God.

Now the spirit of Christianity is the sume spirit
that was in Cluist, whenihe was wpon the earth;
and if we have reason to think such a pretence
would have been severely condemned Ly Christ, we
have the same reason to be sure, that it is as severe-
ly condemned Ly Clristianity.

Had our blessed Saviour, a little befure he left
the world, given estutes to his apostles, with a per-
mission for them to enjoy little fineries, and a mod-
erate state in genteel show and equipage, he had |}
undone all that he had said of the contempt of the
world, and heavenly-mindedness, such a perinission
had been a contradiction to the most repeated and
common doetrines that he had tanght.

Had his apostles ljved in such a state, how could
they have gloried only in the eross of Christ. by
wlieh the world was crucified unto themn, aud they
unto the world¢  IHow could they have sail, Luve
not the world, nor the things in the world, for all
tliat is in the world, the lust of the flesl:, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Iather,
but is of the world ¢

Had they lived in alittle estate, in & moderate
show of figure, equipage, and worldly delights, how
could they have said, that she that livetht in pleas-
ure is dead while she liveth?

How coull they have said, that they who will be
rich, fall into 4 temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and Luitful lusts, whielr drown men in
destiuction?

For it is not the desire of great riches, but it is
the desire of riches, and a satisfaction jn the pleas-
re of them, that is the snare and the tewptation:
and that fills men's minds with foolish and hurtful
lusts, that keeps them in the same state of worldly
fully, as they are whose desires are greater.

Lastly, l)]zul the apostles lived in that manner,
how eould they have said, that whatsoever is born
of God, overcotneth the world?

For certainly he whois happy in the pleasure
and fignre of a small estate, has 1o tnore overcome
the world than he that is happy in the splendor of
one that ix greater,

Thus thercfore matters stand with relation {o our
Llessed Saviour and his apostles; the doctiines they
taught made it impossible for thens to take any part,
ar seck uny pleasure, in the show, and figure, and
riches of this world.

One would think that this one reflection was alone
suficicut 1o show us what contempt of the world,
what Lieavenly affection, we are to aspire after.

For how tlind and weak must we be, if we ecan
think that we may hve in a spirit and temnper wbicl
could not possibly be the spirit and temper of Chirist
and his apcstles?

Anotlier pretence for worldly care, and labor after
richer, is to provide for owt families. i

You want to leave fortunes to your ehildren, that
they may have their share in the figure and show
of the world. Now consider, do you do this upon
the prineiples of religion, as the witest and best thing
you can do, either for yourselt or your children?

Can you be said to have chosen the one thing
needful for yourself, or the one thirg needfut for
them, who make it your chief care to put thent in a
state of life, that is & snare, and a temptation, and
the most likely of all others, to fill their minds with
foolish and hurtful lusts ¢ |

Is it your kinduness towards them, that puts you
Consider therefore what this

|
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to you; and that there is a deceitfulness, a vanity, a
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kindmess is founded upon, perhaps it is such a kind-
ness, a8 when tender mothers carry their daughters
to all pltys and balls; such a kindness, as when in-
dulgent fathers support their sons in all the expense
of their follies, such kind parents may more prop-
erly be called the tempters and betrayers of their
children.

You love your children, and therefore you would
{gave them rich. It is said of our blesced Saviour,
that he loved the young rich man that came unto
him, and, as an instance of his love, he biil him sell
all that e had, and give to the poor. 'What a con-
wariety is hera! The love which dwelleth in you,
is as contrary to that love which dwelt in Cluist, as
darkness is contrary to lght,

We have our Saviour’s express command to love
o wnother as ha hath loved us; and can you think
that you are following this love, when you are giv-
ing those things to yonr children, which he took
away frora hLis friends, and which he could not pos-
sibly have given them, without contradicting the
greatest part of his doctrines?

But supposing that yon succeed in your inten-
tions, and leave yo.r children rich, what must yon
sny to them when you are dying? Will yoa then
tell thein, that you have the same epinion of the
greatuess and value of riches that you ever had; that
you foel the pleasure of vemembering how much
thought and care you have taken to got them? Will
you tell them, that you have provided for their ease
and softness, their pleasure and indulgence, and fig-
wre in the world; and that they cannot do better
than to eat and drink, and take their fill of such
enjoyments 3 ricbes afford?  This would be dying
like an atheist.

But, on the other hand, if you will die lite a
good Churistian, must you not endeaveor to fill their
minds with your dying thoughts? Must you not
tell thew, that they will soen be in a state, when
the world will signify no more te them than it does

littleness, in the things of this life, which enly dying
men feel as they ought? i

Will you not tell them, thiat all your own failings,
ivregularity of your life, your defects in devotion, the
folly of your tempers, the strength of your passions,
and your failure in christian perfection, has been all
owing to wrong opinious of the valwe of worldly
things; and that if yon had alvays seen the world
in the same light in which you see it now, your life
had be-n devoted to God, and you would have lived
in all those holy teinpers and heavenly affections, in
which you now desire to die?

Will you not tell them, that it is the enjoyment
of the world that corrupts-the hearts and blinds the
minds of all people, and that the only way ‘to know
what good there is in devetion, what excellance there
is in piety, what wisdom in holiness, what happiness
in heavenly affection, what vanity in this lifs, and
what greatness in eternity, is to die to the world and
all worlilly tempers?

Will you not tell them, that riches spent upon
ourselves, either in the pleasures of ease and indul-
gonce, in the vanity of dress, or the show of state
and equipage, are the bana and destruction of our
souls, making us Llindly content with dveams of
happiness, tifl death awakes us into real misery ¥

From this therefore it appears, that your kindness
for your children, is so far from being a good reason
why you should so carefully labor to leave them
tich, and in the enjoyment of the state and show of
the wofld, that if you die in a epirit of piety, if you
love them as Clirist loved hie disciples, your kind-
ness wil} oblige you to exhort them to renounce all
self-enjoyment of riches, as contrary to those holy
tempers, and that heavenly affection, which-you now
find to he the enly gaod and happiness of human
nature.— Law.

I
The Socieiy ot Heaven.

Tar society of heaven constitutes one of its chief
attractions. We will, doubtless, carry the social prin-
ciple witli us in the etermal world. But who con-
stitute the society of heaven? Let an Apostle an-
swer. It is “ an innumerable company of angels; the
general assembly and church of the flrst bore, whose
names are written in heaven; God, the judge of all;

"8)m; their reproach.”

the spirits of just men made perfect, and Jesus the
mediator of the new covenant.”

What a grouping together of all that is necessary
to constitute good society is here made! God the
Father, Jesus Christ the Mediator, innumerable an-
gels, and the spirits of good men in a state of per-
fection]  Can anything be added toit? Should
anything be taken from it? Every being will be
there whose presence we could desire, and not one
whom we would wish to be absent. We talk some-
times of good society in this world as a necessary
element in our bappiness; but what is the best se-
ciety of earth compared to that of heaven ?

We have occasionally held communion here with
God the Father, and our fellowship has heen with
his Son Jesus Christ, bat it has been at long inter-
vals, and there has always been a veil between us;
but there we shall see then face to face, and know
even ns we are known.  Angels have visited us, and
been onr ministering spirits, and kept their stations
round about our beds, to defend us when we were
in dauger, and to shield us when temptations beset
ourr paths; but we were not conscious of their pres-
ence, and reckived the benefits of it wichout know-
ing the sources from which it came, But there we
shail be their equals, and talk with them as friends.

We bave associated with the wise and the holy
men and women of earth, and our hearts have gone
out in watm affection toward them, and we bave
felt as if we would make them our eompanions for-
ever; but they wers only just men and women, with
the remains of corruption and imperfection still cling-
ing to them. In the very best of them we can see
spots which marred the beauty of thewr characters,
and tempers and dispositions which rendered inter-
course with them unpleasant. Though thus imper-
fect, we have thought that a society composed en-
tirely of such would far exceed anvthing that earth
lias ever afforded; but heaven s filled with these just
men made peifect. A spivit made perfect is some-
thing of which we have never yet seen a specimen.
What a spirit must that be which has been purged
of all the unholy tempers and corrupt propensities
which have filled it, and marred its peace in this
world, and been adorned with every grace which
the Holy Spirit can cenfer upon it? How different
from the spirits with which we come in contact in
the society in which we now mingle! In heaven
there are none but such. Envy and malice, hatred

and strife, slander and detraction, are neither felt nor |

practiced there. Who would not wish to dwell in
such a company as that?— Louisville Herald.

(ive, and it shall be given wnto you; good measure,
pressed down; ‘and shaken together, and running over,
shall men give into your bosom. For with the sawe
meadure that ye mete withal, it shall be measured to you
again. Luke v, 38. -

Instead of the fibula that was used by the Ro-
tans, the Arabs join together with thread, or with a
wooden bodkin, the two upper. corners of this gar-
ment; and after having placed them first over one
of their shoulders, they then fold ‘the rest of it about
their bodies. The under fold serves them frequent-
ly instead of an aprom, in which they carry herbs,
loaves, corn and other articles, and may illustrate sev-
aral allusions made to it in Seripture, tbus:

“ One of the sons of the prophets went out into
the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and
gathered thereof wild gourds, “his Jap full’” And
the Paalmist offers up his prayer, that Jehovah would
“yender unto his neighbors seven-fold into their bo-
The same allusion occurs in
our Lerd’s direction to his disciples: * Give, and it
shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed
down, and shaken together, and ranning over, sball
men give into your bosom,”
this robe which Nehemiah shook before his people,
as a significant emblem of the manner in which God
shoukl deal with the man who ventured to violate
his eath and promise, to restore the possessions of
their-impoverished brethren: «Also, I shuok my lap,
and said, So God shake out every man from his
house, and from his labor, that performeth not his
prowise, even thus be he shaken out and emptied.”-
Pazton.

To be proud and inaccessible is to be timid and
weak.— Massilon.

1t wae also the fold of |

Trust for Paily Bread.

Half the world ave in distress about their tem-
poral support. Society is full of meu who are
disheartened by want of success, and fear of pov-
erty. Their schemes have failed ; disappointment
makes them sad and dejected, and they think
that they sliall come to want. But a pious man
must not yield to this despondency, nor cease
from exertion. Let Lim still labor patiently, and
hope for better days. Though he may unet be
able to see beyond this setting sun, or knew hew
he shall obtain bread on the morrow, still let him
work on as Jong as he finds work to do, and God
will provide. The promise is absclute : “Trust in
the Lord, and do good, so shalt thou dwell in tbe
lanad nd verily tbous halt be fed.”

Christians are guilty of criminal anbelief when
they doubt the oversight and sympathy of God.
Poor, faint disciples! Have they mot read that
their “ Ieavenly Father knowéth that they have
need of these things?” Let them yield up their
hearts to a feeling of perfect trust, and they will
find a happiness which no wealth can give. This
swoet soufllence in God takes away all the weak-
ness into joy. Because of this child-like trust,
many of the poor of this world, who were rich in
faith—Like the shepherd of Sulisbury Pliin—have
been the happiest of men.

1t is instructive to see how the poor saints are
provided for. Yonder lives a widow who seems
to have hardly the necessaries of lifoe  ¥ethe who
feeds the young ravens when they cry, feedeth
her. He awakens sympathy; he creates a feeling
of kindness in many hearts, so that her bread and
water do not fail. One who bad a long experi-
ence of life, declared, “ I have been young and new
am old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken
nor his seed begging bread.”

When thou passest.through the waters, I will be with
thee; and through the rivers, $hey shall not overflow
thee. Isa. xliii, 2.

Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my
soul. I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing:
1 am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow
me. Ps. Ixix, 1,2

The reads in the East are often through marsh-
es and swamps, which during the rainy season are
generally overflown with water. Passing through
these the traveler has often cause to say, “1 sink ||
in deep mire whare thore is no standing: I am
come into deep waters.” They are intersected al-
so with streams, over which there are no bridges,
tbrough which it is always difficult and often dan-
gerous to pass. On the banks of these waters, per-
sons station themselves to conduct travelers through
them. If mounted they conduct them by taking
bold of the horse's bridle; if on foot, they carry
them on their shoulders. 1 have often been car-
ried “ through the waters” in both of these ways.
What the guide does for the traveler in passing
through these: wat: rs, God promises to d. for the
travelet heavenward, when passing through the
waters of affliction, and the River of Death.

Cardinal Wiseman, favoring the measures for
desecrating the Sabbath in London, said, in a re-
cent sermon, that “the Roman Catholic Church
had ever held that, religious duties duly perform-
ed, the Christian Sunday was to be regarded and
used by all, and especially by the great bulk of
the people, a8 a day of innocent amusement and
recreation, and that such should be afforded to
them by the state of every means in its power.
This, he thougbt it right at this time to declare
publicly, was and is the mind of the Church.on
this subject.”

Str Mavreew HaLe says:— Converse not teith
a liar or swearer, or a man of obscene or wanton
languages; for eitber he wilk corrupt you, or at -least
it will hazard your repu‘ation to be one of the like
making; and if it doeth neither, yet it will il your
memory with such discourses that will be trouble-
sorme to you in aftertime’; and the returns of the re.
membrance of the passages which you have long
since heard of this nature will haunt you when your
thoughts should be better employed.”
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% Sapotify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
PSSPV -S USSR SV
BATTLECEREEK . FIFTH-DAY, AUGUST 71856

A THEOLCGGICAL STRAIGHT-EDGE.

A rriEND has sent us the follawing extract from
Pres. BEdwards’ History of Redemption, to which we
Jjudge the above heading appropriate.

Speaking of Saenfiees he says, * It must, ta be ac-
ceplable to (God, be by some positive command or
institution; for God has declared his abhorrence of
such warship as is tanght by the precept of men with-
out his will. Isa. xxix, 13. And such worship as
has not a warrant {from divine institution cannot be
offered vp in faith j for faith has po foundation where
there is no divine appointment. Men have no war-
rant to hope for Good's acceptance in that which is
not of his appointinent, and to which he has not
promised his acceptance.

We wish now to apply these remarks of the Pres-
idemt to his own theory of Sunday-keeping.

1. Whatever, according to the above, is acceptahle
to God, must be “ by some positive command or in-
stitution.” Sunday-keeping is not supported by any
divine, positive command, or institution; therefore
Sunday-keeping cannot be acceptable to God,

2. “ God has declared his abhorrence of such wor-
ship as is taught by the precept of men without his
willL” Sunday-keeping is emphatically taught by
the precept of men ; for there is no will of God for its
observance which he has ever made known to us;
therefore it must he included with that worship which
God abhors.

3. “ Buch worship as has not a warrant from di-
vine institution cannot he offered up in faith)? The
keeping of Sunday has no warrant from divine instj-
tution ; therefore we can express no faith hy its ob-
servance.

4. * Faith has no foundation where there is no di-
vine appointment.” There is no divine appointment
for Sunday-keeping ; therefore faith in its observance
is without foundation.

5. “Men have no warrant to hope for God’s ac-
ceptance 1n that which is not of his appeintment, and
to which he has not promised his aceeptance.” Sun-
day-keeping is ot of God’s appointment, he has nev-
er promised to it his favor; therefore men have no
warrant to hope for God’s acceptance in such a prac-
tice.

If any are disposed to doubt these declarations, we
only invite them to “search the Scriptures.” 1If
they can find either in the Old or New Testament
that the observance of the first day of the week for
the Sabbath, is of positive and divine appointment,
that God has shown this to be his will, that we can
keep it with a consistent faith, that God has in any
way favored or blessed the day so that in its observ-
ance we may hope for his acceptance, they will find
what muliitudes after multitudes have searched for
in vain.

et It

, THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE,

AwroLLY solemn is this Message. Such dreadful
threatened wrath cannot elsewhere be found in the
Loly Scriptures. Read it, and weigh well the import
of the langnage used. " And the third angel follow-
ed them, saying with a Joud voice, If any man wor-
ship the beast and bis image, and receive his mark in
his forehead, or in his band, the sane shall drink of
the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured ont
without mixture into the cup of his indignation : and
he shall be tormented with fire and hrimstone in the
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of
the Lamb: and the smoke of their torment ascend-
eth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day
nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and
whosoever rceeiveth the mark of his name, Here is
the patience of the saints: here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
Rev. xiv, 9-12,

‘The worship of the Papal Beast and his Tmage,
and the reception of the Mark of the Beast,are the dan

gers pointed out in this warning Message. The wine
of the wrath of God poured out without mixture of
merey, (the seven last plagues,) and to be tormented
with fire and brimstore in the presence of the angels
and the Lamb, (at the second resurrection and sec-
ond death,) are the dreadful penalties threatened.

And here we would remark, that God in his wis-
dom has not given a Message fraught with such ter-
ror, without making his revelation sufficientiy plain,
that we may clearly understand what the Beast, his
Mark. and his Image are, and what their worship is,
and the time when this warning Message is to be giv-
en. God has revealed these things sufficiently plain
for faith. And when we ask those who reject our
position without close investigation, what these sym-
bols mean, it is not enough for them to say, that
they “don’t know.” They have too much prejudice,
or too little interest to.search and find out.

It is said of those who perished by the waters of
the flood, they “knew not until the flood came and
took them all away® Many at the present time
 don’t know,* have no disposition to know ; neither
will they know, till a slighted and insulted God be-
gins to, pour out upon them the vials of his indigna.
tion. “As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be
also in the days of the Son of man.”

The Third Angel’s Message confains the great
truths of Revelation—the Commandments of God.
and the Faith of Jesus——the rule of man’s life, and
the plan by which the transgressor of God's law may
find pardon and redemption. This warning Message
devejops a people of whom it is said. ©* Here are they
that keep the Commandments of God.” Two char-
acters are here presented. Oue class, called saints.
keep the Commandments of God ; the other heed not
the warning, but still eling to the institutions of the
Beast. As the saints worship God by keeping his
Commandments, so the other ctass worship the Beast
by reverencing institutions of the Papacy. After the
claims of the Commandments of God have been urg-
ed upon the consciences of men, if they turn from
them, or any of them, and choose to honor an insti-
tution of the Papacy, it can be said of them then that
they receive the Mark of the Beast. The Christian
world generally has followed on in Sunday-keeping
without any particular choice. But when the claims
of the Sabbath of the fourth Commandment are urged
upon the mind in opposition to the practice of Sunday-
keeping, it is then that men choose, and receive ei-
ther the Mark of the Beast, or the Seal of the living
God.

‘What gives the Third Message the greater solem-
nity, is the fact that it is the last, the very last warn-
ing to a fallen world. Read Rev. xiv, and you will
not fail to see this fact. John hears the voice from
heaven announce, ¢ Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord from henceforth,” or during the Third Mes-
sage, [verse 13,] and then [verse 14 introduces the
great event which occurs at the close of the Message,
as follows:

“And I looked, and behold, a white clond, and up-
on the cloud one sat like unto the Son of wan, hav-
ing en his hcad a golden crown, aand in his hand a
stiarp siekle. And another angel came out of the
tenplo, erying with a loud voice to him that sat on
the cloud, Thrust in thy siekle, and reap: for the
time is come for thee to reap: for the harvest of the
earth is ripe. And he that sat on the cloud thrust
in his sickle on the carth; and the earth was reaped.”
Verses 14-16.

That here is a representation of Jesus after his
work is closed in the Sanctuary, will not be denied.
His crown, and the sickle in his hand, show that his
work as priest is then at an end. The angel which is
here called ‘‘another” which is the fourth angel,
symbolizes the church, as the other three symbolize
the church in their turn, But it shonld here be ob-
served, that as the other three are addressed to the
inhabitants of earth, they contain messages of mercy
to man, and the fourth being addressed to the Son

of maun on the white cloud, it is a message of prayer.
Not a prayer for the salvation of sinners. for that

closes with the Third Message ; but a prayer to the |
Son of man, ¥ Thrust in thy sickle and reap; for the

harvest of the earth is ripe.” or dried, Margin.
Men chosen of God to enter the gospel harvest are
called reapers.

will reap. But what is to ripen the harvest of
the earth, ready for this work of the Son of
man? Answer, the Third Message, received or re-
jected. It is the last warning Message, dreadfut
in its character, uch more solernu and awful than
any belore 16, ever given to the race of man. It is
the closing work of salvation through Jesus Christ.
It ripens the harvest of the earth, consequently the
Message is yet to arrest the public mind ; hence the
acts of the two-horned beast,
which this Message is treated, hangs the eternal des-
tiny of this generation. Awful thought! Mighty
truth ! Dread{ul are the responsibilities, and conse-
guences of the Message !

The harvest of the earth is to be ripened.  Ail will

be fitted for immortality or the seven last plagues.

What will do this work ? TReader pause and reflect.
Read the chapter again. But one answer can be giv-
en} viz., The Third Angel’s Message ripens the har-
vest of the earth. Those who reeeive it, and live up
to their profession of faitn, who really keep the Comn-
mandments of God and the Faith of Jesas, will be
ripened for immortality ; while those who reject it,
will be left of God to the delusions of Satan, and thus
ripen for the vials of Jehovah's wrath.

If this position be correct, then where the Message
is faithfully set forth, its ripening influcnce will be
scen. The experience of the past is to the point. A
few ycars since the light upon the Message was not
sufficiently clear and powerful {o arrest the people

generally in comnunities where it was introduced ; .

hence the work was gradual. One after another em-
braced the present truth, until a general decision, for
or against the Message, was finally made. But as it
has apened before us, it now possesses sufficient light
and strength to command the attention of the people
in new ficlds. And where it is faithfally set forth,
its searching power is felt, and its influence is deci-
sive. A few in every place will receive and obey it,
while the mass will fall back into indifference. or op-
position.  And you can no more re-arouse the mass-
es, than you can raise the dead.

How important, then, that those who handle the
Message, move in the counsel of God, that his hand
may guide them, and his Spirit attend all tiwir ef-
forts. That they faithfully set life and death before
the people, and clear their skirts from the blood of
souls, A misstep of theirs, may so mar the work as
to shut the truth away from some who might he
saved by its influence. O yeservants of Christ. yours
is a holy work. a solemn station, God has commit-
ted to you the most grand, and awfully suleinn Mes-
sage of his word, and bids you go and sound the
alarm. Human wisdom is inadequate to guide you
in this great work amid the perils of the times. O
look to Him who has called you. Lean on his all-
potent arm.  Follow him, as he teads you forth, and
ceriai victory will be yours, 3w

——r I

PUBLICATIONS.

By direction of the Publishing Committe we have
revised the list of Publications for the Revisw. 1t
will be seen that the prices cover both the cost of
hooks and postage, when they are sent by mail.
This will enable those scattered in distant places to

obtain books at the same cost as those who are visit- |

ed by brethren who have them to sell. There are on
hand about 2000 of our excellent Hymn Book, which
can he sent by mail, and postage paid, for the re-
duced price of 60 cts. J. W

e ——— e

The mind, in order to be kept pure, must be
employed on topics of thought which are them-

selves lovely, chastened, and elevating.

On the manner in |

Angels are also called reapers. .
And when the harvest of the earth is ripe, Christ
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD.=No. 1.
LETTERS TO BRO. SPERBY,

Dear Bro. SPERRY :—Your question has been in
my possession some time, but I have not had time to
examine it ; and even now feel it duty to state that
my labors are such as to prevent my giving it all the
attention that I think its importance demands. You
agk:

“Is Dan ii, 34, 35, and 44, synchronous with
(Christ’s receiving the throne of David, or his coming ?
that is, the stone smiting on the feet. And what is
meant by the stone becoming a mountain? In the
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom. Since 1844, T have thought.it would be
1000 years before the kingdom would be fully estab-
lished, and all things that offend gathered out.”

As this question and remark covers a Jarge field of
propheoy. I shall be excused for replying at some
length.

In regard to the order of the establishment of the
kingdom of God, there are three views held by pro-
[ fossed Adventists, as severally advocated by the Her-
ald, of Boston, Exzpositor, (late Harbinger), and
the Review. The first, or Herald's view is, that the
heavens and earth pass away at the coming of Obrist,
and the new heavens and niew earth then appear ; but
85 they also hold that the second resurrcotion is 1000
years subsequent to the advent, of course the wicked
dead would be raised out of the new earth and meet
their final destruetion upon it: a view which I could
never entertsin without direct testimony declaring
it, which does not exist.

The second theory is held by many professed Ad-
vent believers, but I cannot speak of it as definitely
in some respects as I desire to ; for, although its ad-
vooates profess to have the true light on the prophe-
cies of the future, and laugh to scorn as deluded and
fanatical all who disagree with them, I have never
yet been so fortunate as to meet with two who be-
lieved alike in regard tv it. In thisrespect they very
much resemble the Sunday advocates, who unite in
their cries against those who keep the Sabbath, but
cannot agree upon & reason f{or keeping the Sunday.
Thus an individual who has endeavored to occupy
quite a prominent position in this State for some time
past, speaking of the Age to Come, said he did not
know how it was but he knew it was true! AsEld.
Marsh's version of this theory is the only one that
has been completed, we have to deal mostly with it,
together with such other opinions as we can gather
from stray publications. And T shall examine this
this theory somewhat at length, as its advocates seem
to consider the faith of the Review and its corres-
pondenis as not only unscriptural but absurd. But
1am not only willing, but anxious that they should
be placed in contrast.

According to that theory the Saviour first comes,
and then sets up his kingdom in Canaan or Palestine,
and when so established, the kingdom, by agencies
not defined, destroys all the enemies of Cbrist; (see
Age to Come. p. 90 ;) all his adherents having been
immortalized ; and then those that are left, belong-
ing to neither of these classes—not friends nor enc-
mies~~not justified by the gospel nor condemned by
God’s universal law—too bad to be saved and too
good to be destroyed, are put on a new probation,
and again populate the earth. The Jews are given a
national pre-eminence, the apostles rule over them,
aud all the saints immortalized act as priests to offer
sacrifices for the sins of the probationers; that the
gospel will then save the nations as it now saves in-
dividuals oni of the nations: the Devil (the evil
principle) is bound; sickness and death are ina
measure done away ; peace prevails throughout the
world among all the nations, while the saints, who
are priests and advocates for mortals, ¢ rule with a
rod of iron,” having * the high praises of Ged in their
mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, to ex-
coute vengeance upon the heathen, und punishments

upon the people ;¥ and by the double process of ad-
vocacy and punishment—filling the double offices of
priests and executioners Christ and his saints, (whom
John said no man could number,) in the course of
1000 years, subdue all their enemies and bring all the
nations into subjection to Christ, and thus the king-
dom symholized by the stone fills the whole earth.
When this great work is fully accomplished, and Je-
sus and his saints have finished their appointed tasks,
the Devil is let loose for a little season, and in that
“little scason” overthrows the 1000 years’ work of
Christ and his spints, 8o that he deceives a multitvde
as numerous as the sand of the sea, who have sub-
mitted to the sway of Christ, and they of whom it
was said that they should not learn war any mare,
are by Satan deceived and gathered to battle ; andso
successful are they in this brief warfare, that they
retake the vast dominion which has been subdued to
Christ, and drive the saints back to their starting
place, Jerusalem, which is besieged by them, until
they are finally destroyed by fire proceeding from
God out of heaven. This, on account of its singular
beauty of outline and consistency of arrangement ! is
generally termed by its advocates the glorious Ageto
Come, or Age of Millernial glory. These are the
main facts according to that theory, and in examin-
ing this subject I shall notice sam. particulars speci-
fied by its friends, by which it wili be seen that I
have done no injustice to the theory in the above
sketch of outlines.

The view advocated by the Review and its corres-
poudents I will endeavor to present with scriptuval
reasons for our faith, And I would call your atten-
tion to a few points which I wish you to bearin mind
while considering this subject :

(1.) There is no evidence in the Seriptures that
“ the day of the Lord” is exaotly 2000 yearsin length;
but we shall see that it covers more than the 1000
years of Rev, xx.

(2.) 1 do not know of any view held by any class
which makes the gathering out of all things that of-
fend, previous to the termination of the 1000 years,
unless that he a phrase merely designed to represent
the separation of the just and the wnjust at Christ’s
coming.

(3.) Ohrist’s receiving the. throne of David and his
coming to the eartly are not synchronous, but he both
receives it and comes in the days of these kings or
kingdoms.

(4.) The kingdom is set up in the days of these
kings, but the dominion and greatness of the kingdom
under the whole heaven, is not given to the saints in
their days.

(58) Keep in view the principles laid down in the
Review, Vol. VIII, Nos. 5 and 6, on the dashing of
the nations, under the head of “The Law and the
Gospel,”” as I have not the remofest doubt of the cor-
reetness of those prineiples, and shall be conformed
to them in ali my arguments and conclusions on the
prophecies, and shall hold the opponents of our views
to show them to be incorrect before I can admat the
denial of my conclusions, or the truth of theirs when
they conflict with those principles.

In articles published m the Review it has already
been shown that the giving of the kingdom to Christ
precedes his coming, and the destruction of the na-
tions takes place at his coming. The subject will
lead us to consider the Jocality of the throne and
kingdom when given to Christ, his taking the saints
home to heaven, the judgment of the wicked, the de-
scent of the New Jerusalem; the execution of the
judgment written, the new heavens and earth, and
the greatness of the kingdom given to the saints.

IOH. W
(To be Continued.)

He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which
is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he Lhat s righteous,
let him he rightcous still; and he that is holy, let him
be holy still. And behold, I come guickly; and my re-
ward is with me, to give every man according as his
work shall be. Rev. xxii, 11,12

THE CAUSE IN THE WEST.

Some time since T noticed some statements of Sol-
omon Myers in regard to the decline of the cause in
the West, and asked three questions for him to an-
swer. I have received from him a long letter, pur-
porting to be a reply. but he does not notice the
questions,or give any reply to either of them. Longas
his letter is T would publish it, that the readers of the
Review might see the spirit manifested by our op-
posers, were it not thaf it contains so many expres-
sions toa coarse and vulgar to find a place in this
paper.  After stating what some body told him about
Bro. White and Cornell, he gives his own belief as
follows :—

“Now it is possible that we do not perfectlv un-
derstand the rise and progress of the 3d Angel’s Mes-
sage in the west. but we do believe that the preaching
of Phelps, D.P. Hall, J.H. Waggoner, J. M. Stephen-
son, Stewart, Sheffield, and some other western
brethren has done more to get the truth before the peo-
ple and awaken an interest in the minds of the western
people than all the laboas of eastern brethren put to-
gether. That the Age to Come views had the influ-
ence that 4. W. charges it with is to us a miserable
absurdity, Now, Bro. Waggorer, we have given
you this hasty sketch, If it i8 not satisfactory we
wiil take pains to collect more facts and give them to
you more in, detail.”

The question does not relate to the relative amount
of labor by eastern and western brethren. I am
free to acknowledge that the labors of those men-
tioned, or some. of them, have done more to awaken
an interest in the west, than the labors of all the
eastern brethren put together ; as might be expected,
considering that the labors of the eastern brethren
were confined to a fow short visits. But T think

' great, credit is due to the eastern Bra, for what they

have written, published, and freely circutated in the
west.

But that is not the question. I wish to be defi-
nite on the point, bnt Mr. Myers has not named the
place where, or the person by whom, an interest was
awalkened, where the eastern Brn, afterward caused
division, or where any division was created until af-
ter the Age to Come was brought in. I have pre-
served a memorandum. of labors in the west siuce
early in the Spring of 1853, and can point out the
time of the giving of the Message, and the minister
giving it in every place where it wag preached up to
the time of Bro. White’s visit to Wiscousin, the last
visit of any eastern brother till Bro. Bates’ late visit,
and if Mr. Myers or any other one can show that a
company of Sabbath keepers was brought out by the
labors of any who bejicved in the Age to Come,orany
who differed with eastern brethren on the * peculiar
views” they held. I call for a statement to that effect.
The fact is, Mr. Myers has made statements that
cannot be substantiated, and if he 7s acquainted with
the rise and progress of the cause in the west he
knows that he has.

Relative to the influence of the Age-to-Come ora-
cles, on the cause of the Third Angel’s Message, I
may be allowed to say a word. In a letter publish-
ed in the Review, Vol. IV, No. 23, (Dec. 1853.) I
said : * By letter received from Brn. Hall and Ste-
phenson I learn that God has been blessing their la-
‘bors since I parted with them.” The letter referred
to was written at Union, Wis., and received by me
at Middlebury, Ind., Nov. 22, and from its tenor I sap-
posed that they had been preaching the Message in
Union and other places. When I was at Union on
the 12th of Dec. following, sister P. G. Pitts and
others informed me that they preached altogether on
immortality and the kingdom in that place, without
touching on the Third Angel’s Message. In the las¢
discourse given by them, speaking of the chain of
prophecy presented in Daniel and Revelation, D. P.
Hall said, on these prophecies were based three mes-
sages, of which they had not time to speak. When
Bran. Loughborough and Cornell were in Union an
interest was awakened to hear the Mcssage, and a
merchant of that village offered to become responsi-
ble, (I was told.) for $20,00, to be raised for any
who would give a course of lectures there on the sub-
ject. Aselders 8. and H. had then professedly de-
voted themselves to the cause, we requested them to
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visit the plaeo.snd give dhe Messags, which they
promjsed to do; but how far short did they come of
of their known' duty as watchmen. In Madison I
obtaiped a similar report. A brother there told me
that they obtained the use of a churcli in which to
lecture, but were 50 harsh and censorious that they
were permitted to occupy it only four evenings ; and
he said be foared a prejudice was raised in Madison
that would never be allayed, A significant fact was,
that, soon after I arrived there he wanted to know if
I could harmonize their views of prophecy with the
Third Angel’s Message—something that [ have not
been able to do to the present day. At Waukau, on
the 23d of the same month, I was asked the same
‘question by each of the brethren as soon as I met
thétn, They said Elds. S. and H. came there, and
they had a meeting; but most of the evening was
consumed by themn in disputing on a point of their
favorite theory, upon whioch they did not agree;—
much to tbe dissatisfaction of the church, who want-
ed to hear something on the present truth. Bro. W,
H. Rapp, of Markesan, said that he invited Eld. 8. to
1 his neighborhood, hoping his brother.in-law might
be benefitted, as he was interested in the truth; but
1 he divided bis labors between the Message arfd the
- Age to Come, and the individual referred to refused
to hear any more, saying & man must be dishonest]
who would teach such opposite doctrines. Thus it

has been ever since the cause has been clogged with
| the Age to Come. 1

‘On this subjeet I would introdnce the following let-
ter lately received, The writer speaks like o candid
man, who can state his difference of views in a chris-
tian manner, without any of that animosity which
has cbaracterized our opponents.

Hedron, Wis , June Sth, 1856,

Bro.J. H. WaceoneR :—As T have seen in the
Review,  Information wanted,” I think I can give
some, And in answer to your question, first, Bro.
Phelps has awakened a great interest here in the
west, and has been instrumental in causing a great
many to keep the Commandments of God; and I
think Brothers Stewart and Sheffield have been ar-
dent in the cause, and are now believers in the Third
Angel's Message. Yet I do think the very day the
Age-to-Come-doctrine was -preathed here, that véry
day the decline commenced in the Third Angel's Mes-
sage. I have never believed iy full the views of E.
G. White; nor that the earth would be desolate
through the thousand years, therefore my sympathy
has been with such of like faith as E'd. D. P. Hall
-and II. ¥, Reed, who now deny the‘Bible in denying
the Third Angel’s Message. I say 1 can no miore
agree with them. And I think the Review party
the most humble, God-like of any, yet I will make
some exceptions, and will say, T think some are a&
strenuous on the Visions-as some aré on the Age to
Come, But the Age-to:Come dottrine is leading
many, very many,from the truth, and because it is
advocated by those that deny the Third Angel’s
Message. May the Lord open the eyes here in the
west; may the delusion be swept away. And that
wo shall all be brought into the unity of the faith,is
the prayer of your humble servant. !

k Avvan H. DAnNtELS.

To this prayer I can respond a hearty -Amen. 1
am well aware—I could not think of denying, that,
Bro. Phelps has labored zealously, devotedly, and!
successfully, in the cause of the Third Angel’s Mes-
sage. [ am also giad to hear that Brn. Steward 2nd
Sheffield 'atill believe the Message, as I feared they
would also fall fully into the snare into which Eld.
Hall and H, V. Reed have fallen. But I was well
acquainted with Bro. Phelps’ labors, and -had them
in iy mind when I asked the questions of Mr. My-
ers ; and the testitmony of Bro, Daniels is itself a ref-
utation of the assumption-of Mr. M., and a truthful
vindication of the statement of Bro. White.

Lest come shionld thirk we arc too severe on those
with whom we have formerly been associated, and as
we have been accused of misusing 'Eids. H. and S. in
the Review, T will notice sume things in the past
course of J. M. Stephenson, that all may see that we
have been very forbearing towardthem; also thatifany
honest souls are yet under his influence they rhay take
warning and escape. The course of D.P. Hall needs
no further notice, as he has denied the faitb, and of

course can no lenger wislead those who Jove the
~trath.

The crooked course of J. M. Stephenson began be-
fore his first visit east ; hig deceptions can be shown
by statements over his own signature, if occasion re-
quires, I shall for the present confine myself to his
course in the Messenger. In noticing Dr, Chapman’s
statements in the Messenger he said ;:~—

“6. I told his wifa that T had reference to Ellen's
visions in my remarks. This statement is not true,
Again Urepeat, [ made no reference to any visions or
dreams in my remarks. I never believed Ellen
White’s visions to be of divine origin, and as a mat-
matter of course would not refer to them as evi-
dence.”

When sister White related her view to me on
the 8th of June, 1853, at the close ¥ld. S. came to
the wagon where myseif and wife sat, and said to us
that he believed that the message was from the Lord,
and hoped we would endeavor to profit by it. On
Sabbath evening, the 17th of the same month, he was
at my house in Waukau, and I theh asked him how
his mind had been impressed in regard to the visions,
by Bro. and Sr. White’s Visit, and he answered—
~ Very favérably 3 they must be from the Lord.” He

told me that Eid. Hall. was also quite favorable to.

them. At the trial in question, after Dr. Chapman
had left the room, Eld. S. chlled attention to some
words he had spoken, and said he referred to what
‘Sr. W hite saw. Bro. Dennis said, “ You ought to
have told him you referred to the vision: then he
would have known what you meant.” Eld. 8. replied,
“He knew what I meant”” These things were not
forgotten at Waukau, but Were referred to after the
trial by those who were present.

Again he said in the Messénger :—

“7. Lastly, . actuses me of advising his wife fo
leave him. This statement is the most wicked'of all.
When C.’s wife wished my advice in reference to her

duty under the circumstances, I positively refused to
give any advice at all.”

The above déclaration of Eld. S. is also untrue,
As he was warning Mrs. C. of the dangerous influ-
ence to which she was exposed by the wickedness ‘of
her husband, she asked,  What shall I do 2 Shall I
leaye him ?’  Eid. S. replied, ** That would be better

than that youn, through his influence, should be lost.”.

Considering what our Saviour said, | Mark x, 29, 30,]
1 could find no fanit with his reply 5 but } was truly
surprised at his ¢ool denial of it.

To these and various other statements he appends
the following certificate™

“We whose nawmes are appended, do ¢ertify that
the foregoing statcments'of Bro. Stéphenson are true.

. DENNTS. M. A. Dennis.
L. W. NurraLL. M. A. NuTraLL.
M. E. Becker.”

With-all the above named persons I am well ac-

quainted, and know full well that their word will be
taken by all who know them: WWhat then conld I

think of their certificate being appended to state--

ments which 'l knew to be untrue, and which they
also, to my 'certdin kriowledge, knew to be 'untrue.

To solve the mystery and give the reaxder 2 ‘chance’
to judge between us, 4 will give extracts from letters

since Feceived from Wankan., The following is from
Bro. M. Dennis, dated, Waunkau, Dec, 30, 1855 :

“You have probably read‘the article by Stephen-
son in Messenger. 1-ain not satisfied with that; he
made us say things we never said. . . . He came
here and statcd that his -tharacter was injured by
Chapman’s lettér, and that Bezzo refused to publish
2 letter from hiw in refutation of C.ls ‘letter, unless
it was endorsed by the paurty here in Waukau, I
have been sorry I ever signed any thing of the kind,
for I did wish my name never to appear in that vile,
slanderous sheet,”

Before receiving the above, T wrote‘to Bro. Dennis,
about the 10th of Jan., asking them ‘to explaih how
their ‘names became attached ‘to statements which
they knew to be untrue. Under date‘of Feéb. 11th,
56, he replied as follows:

“You wish for some explanation in regard to our
names’ being appendedto Stephenson’s letter in :the
Messenger. Stephenson came here one day about
noon—he appeared to be in a great hurry—said he
wanted to take our stitement of the facts in the case
of Dr. C.'s letter in the Messenger.,
and with the pencil he wrote what we believed -to
be true; but what was our astonishment to see

in the * Mussenger of (corruption) Truth” an

So he'sat down’

entirely new version of things—names misplaced
and statements we never stated. We came to the
conclusion to let it go, and not correct the error, be-
lieving that paper and its correspondents incapable of
telling the truth.”

The unprovoked attack wpon myself in his article I
shall not notice, though its object is evident. Andof
the degree of moral turpitude developed in his actions 1
leave all to judge for themselves. We have been led
to lament the state of the churches as manifested in
their opposition to the truths or God’s word, and later,
the fallen state of many professed Adventists who
have brought the doctrine of the goming of Christ to
shame by their discord and “seeret workings;” but
words cannot describe our feelings when we have,
seen a professed teacher of the Third Angel's Mes-
sage publish to the world statements so desiitute of
trath, and append a forged éertificats to deceive those
unacquainted with the facts,

Many of the readers of the Review may think
theya is 1 necessity for making these public state-
ments; bat there are some who have been deceived
by 4. M. Stephenson and others, in the Messenger,
and have had no means of judging of the correct-
ness of their assertions. For their benefit we write.
No one dislikes to perform such a task more than
myself, but I have writien from a solemn conviction
of duty, noticing only a few of the many things that
have been spoken and done to the detriment of the
cause of present truth, which I might expose if I
thought it necessary. And it shall be my earnest
prayer that no future sction of those prufessing tbe
faith of the Third Angel's Message shall cver make
it necessary to again expose the characters of the
enemies of the cause which we hold it our duty to de-
fend. . J. B, W,

Battle Creek, July 20tk, 1956.
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ADVERSE FORIUNE.
Waar though my lot has been {o bear,
Much adverse fate, *mid toiland care,

Raised expectations crushied and dead,
And hope’s triumphant virions fled.

If Iean feel a mightier power,

A hand divine, iv this dark hour;

H but my heart is made to feel
The'claims of him who wounds to heal

As purest gold, and clearess glass
Must through thie hottest furnace pass;
So oft repeated strokes are given

To mould and fit a soul for beaven.

God knows what most his ¢hildren need,
From sin and folly to be freed; *

And oft, the ties by whieh they’re bound,
He severs by the heart-felt wound,

Though rough, unyielding, he’ll not &pare,
Til he reflects hisyi mage%here; s
And though severe the process be,

*Twill fit us for eternity,

The gold refined, Heaven’s image traced,
Be it no more by sin delaced.

A life-of holiness maintain,

-And soen with 'Chriss in glory reign,

Mes. R. ,
Wilton, N H. BS, Surth.

COMMUNICATIONS.

“Then they that feared the Lord spaﬁs often one to another.”

From Sister Eaton.

Dear BRETBREN aAND SisTERS i— Although I am
a stranger to nearly all of you, I hope and trust I am
not a stranger to the preciouns truths contained in the
word of God. 1 fee] thankful that the Third Angel’s
Message of Rev. xiv, 9, has been,as I humbly trust,
made known to me as Present Truth. It is as o
light shining around my path. I am fully confident
in my own mind, after having tried carefully and
prayerfully 1o examine the word of God, that this
Message embraces the restoration of the true Sabbath,
after it has been trampled under foot by the Man of
sin, who should think 'to change times and laws, &ec. ;
[ Dan. vii, 25 ;] and that those who continue to keep
the /first day, after they liave been convinced tbat
thére is no thus saith the Lord for the‘change of the
Sabbath from tbe seventh to the first day of the
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week, but that the change has been brought about by
man, worship the beast. Such, after;having seen the
light, if they reject it, instead of taking up the cross,
by striving to keep holy the true Sabbath, will be ex-
posed to the wrath of God. Rev. xiv. 10.

0 let us pray to the Lord of the harvest to send
forth laborers into the harvest; for truly the fields
are white already unto the harvest. I believe there
are some in this plase who, if they could hear the
reasons of our faith in the svon coming of Christ, &c.,
get forth in a clear manner,-would embrace it.

1, like some other lone ones, have not the privilege
of meeting with those who keep the true Sabbath.
there being none for soine miles around, except one
sister about three miles distant. But the truths
contained in the Review are 1o me as food to the
hungry soul, because by comparison I find them, if
I can judge rightly, to agree with Seripture. My de-
termination is to strive to have on the whole armor
of God, that1 may grow in grace daily, and in the
knowledgo of his holy word.

1 believe that the Lord has set his hand the sec-
ond time to gather the remnant of his people, and
that he will have a tried people. ‘“ Beloved, think it
not strange concerning tho fiery trinl,” &e. 1 Pet.
iv, 12,

0 may we be kept from being drawn into the fatal
snare of Spiritualism ; but may we meet this decep-
tion of Satan with the sure word of God, The dead
know not any thing, &e. T am aware that for this belief
which we consider to be plain scripture testimony,
we are denounced ag Infidel in principle, by those
who believe in the iinmortality of the soul; but we
are not of the class who believe death to be an eternal
sleep.

1f we are Christ’s may we not look forward with
joy to his soon coming, when the rightecus dead shall
be redeemed {vom the power of the grave, when they
shalt got the victory over Death, and be clothed with
immortality, aifd the righteous living bechangedin a
moment, in the twinklicg of an eye. Bat oh! what
is the destiny of those who have not a part in the
first resurrection 2 Are they not to suffer the sec-

ond death ? to be destroyed root and branch ?

I desire to be one of that happy number who will
be prepared to say at the coming of Christ, Lo, this
is our God, we have waited for him,

But when I Jook into my own heart T sce much of
the remains of sin, I sometimes feel to cry cut,
When I would do good, evil is present with me ; and
could T not go to Christ in faith as my intercessor, 1
should despair; but through his assisting grace 1
hope to be an overcomer, and finally gain an inherit
ance in the New Earth wherein dwelleth righteous-
ness. *

Brethren and sisters, remember me, & lonely one,
that my faith and hope fail not.

Mary A. EaTon.
Sharon, Mich.
e s T s

From Bro. Chase.

\I am still holding on to the promises of God, be-
liexing what the prophets by the Holy Ghost have
spokea. I love God, and I love to keep his Com-
mandments., Thank his blessed name! Yes, I love
to serve him ; for he is good ; for his mercy endureth
for ever, .

I praise his holy name that two or three in this vicin-
ity have recently embraced the Sabbath of the Lord
our God. I am expecting that God will give us more

who will keep the Commandments of God in these
ends of the earth if we are faithful to him and his
cause,

The God that made the heavens and the earth in
six days, and rested on the seventh from all his
work, is a God who will hear and answer prayer.
when we come aright before him in faith, nothing
wavering ; but we ask and receive not, doubtiess
somelimes, because we do not hold on by faith.

We have no preaching heve, I have not seen any
of the traveling brethren since Bro. Bates left us last
Winter I think that if some one of the preaching
brethren would come this way, who could present
the truth in its clear light before the people, some
would embrace it. The inquiry is often made, * Why

don’t some of your preachers come along? I want to
hear them,” &c. .

There are some in this vicinity who are investigat-
ing, and want light on the subject of the Secoud Ad-/
vent, ahd its kindred doctrines Who will come over
and hélp us? Are not the sinners in Wisconsin
worth saving? Yes: God's mercy is over all his
works. Come in the name of the God of the armies
of Tsrael 5 and may God give the Message of the
Third Angel a new impulse.

Yours in hope of immortality at the appearing of
our Lord Jesus Christ. when he shall come without

sin unto salvation to them that look for him.
J. Crase.

Fdll River, Wis.

e s et
From Bro. Meacham.

Bro. SmiTa :—To us it is Heart-cheering to hear
from brethren and sisters of like precious faith., It
encourages us to press on when we learn that they
have like trizls and afflictions with us. And we would}
not withhold our mite, which perhaps would be like
a cooling draught to the thirsty soul, or a word of
consolation to some careworn and way faring pilgrim.
We are still alone keeping the Sabbath of the Lord,
and the faith of Jesus, toiling hard to spread the
light of gospel truth to a people who live in an age
of darkness and papal error. We find many whe
gladly hear the word, but regard it not, because they
have ever been taught error instead of truth. Still
they cannot gainsay Bible truth, neither will they be
convinced that the seventh day is the Sabbath, nor
that man is mortal. but say if any man preach any
other doctrine, save that which Paul preached, they
are not to receive it nor bid it God speed. In vain
they teach for doctvine the traditions and command-
ments of men, and call it the gospel which Paul
preached. O, consistency, thou art a jewel, to be
subservient to so many theories contrary to Bible
truth !

We have labored and toiled here for & year and
not one has yet ventured to leave the darling institu-
tion of Babylon, and serve the living God. And still
we have to

.-~ walk alone and oft are sad,
And falls the briny tear ;
Our hearts are grieved with trials sore,
And pressed with many a eare.”

We still toil on, desiring to spend and be spent in

 the service of our Master, hoping the time will soon

come, when God will raise up a people in this plaee
who shall be zealous of good works. We still desire
to hold on to the faith onee delivered to the saints,
knowing that our hght afflictions here which are but
for a moment will work out for ug a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.
Yours in hope of immortality.
: E. 0. Meacnam.

Savanna, Fl., Fuly 20th, 1856,

P. 8. Wilt Bro. P. E. Ferrin of Carroll Co., 111,
give me his P. O. address.

From Bro. Batzs.

Bro. Smita:—I would say that the cause of
present truth isstill my delight. It is truly a conso-
lation to us to read the communications from the
brethren and sisters. The Review is the only means
of instruction which we have at present. We have
had no one to speak to us since Bro. Bates was herc;
but still we are st:iving to keep all of God’s Com-
wandments and the Faith of Jesus.

We can truly say with the Psalmist, ¢ Great
peace have they which love thy law, and nothing
shall offend them.” Ps. cxix. 165. * O how love I
thy law, it is my meditation all the day.” Verse 97.
But we find many in these last days professing god-
lincss, but denying the power. We are indeed living
in pertlous times, when men will not hear the law of
the Lord.

Towgy is & great field for Jabor. The harvestis tru-
1y great, but laborers few, My prayer is that the
Lord of the harvest will send laborers into this part
of his vineyard. I feel to praise the Lord that light
is shining out of his word ; that our pathway is grow-
ing brighter and brighter unto the perfeet day.

May we, brethren and sisters, have on the whole

armor of God. and watch unto prayer, that we may
be ready for the return of oor long-absent King,.

Yours waiting for Jesus.

H. N. Bares.
Elkader, Cluyton Co.. Iowa,
e —— .
Extracts from Letters,

Bro. Stewart writes from Cleveland :—* The caunse
in Cleveland is at & very low ebb, there being but
three or four families who keep the Sabbath ; yet we
should be very glad to have some of the ministering
brethren call on us and hold up the truth of t! e Third
Angel's Message before the people. We are sorry
to learn by the Review that Bro Bates passed us
by without calling. We would be glad to have any
of the brethren call on us as they pass threugh Cleve-
land, if they cannot come expressly for tﬁat pur-
pose.

“A Bro. Edgerton from a neighboring town was in
a few days since, who informed us that there were
those in his neighborbood who had heard a little up-
on the subject and wanted to hear mcre.”

Sister B. M. Hibbard writes from E. Wilson, N,
Y.:—*My desire and prayer is that the Iigh't of
truth may continue to shine upon His word, that we
may not be left in darkness, but be led into all truth.
1 do not feel that 1 can do without the Review. I
prize it next to my Bible,

“It is but about three years since I knew there
was such a paper printed. It was sent into the
neghborhood free. I sent after it as soon as 1 heard
of it; for I did not know what ground the Advent
preople stood on sice 1843, as we moved from North-
field, Vt. about that time, to Wilson, N. Y. And for
six years 1 lived without hearing about the cause,
and when I got hold of the Review it was meat in
in due season. It seemed that I was a new creature,
and in 2 new atmosphere. I love the truth, for it
makes me free.”

Sister Beamis writes from Portland Mich.:— I
wish to throw in my testimony on the Lord’s side.
I cannot express my love and gratitude to God for
his loving kindness in bringing me to see the Jight of
the Third Angel’s. Message. I'here are a few faniilies
here who are {rying to keep ail the Commandments
of God. We meet every Sabbath to worship God,
and we are blest in so doing. We attended a meet-
ing six miles from this pince last Sabbath, where two
kept the Sabbath for the first time, and resolved to
keep it hereafter.”

Our-SpokeN Porery.—The Buffalo Commercial
Advertiser translates the following article from its
German cotemporary, the Buffalo Telegraph. Fa-
her Qerter writes in his ** Cath:lic Kirchenzeitung,”
or Advocate, a long article, from which we make the
following extract :

% Whoever undervalues tho spiritual power of the
Church in the United States, wanders in a fearful
labyrinth. We have not only seven archbishops,
thirty -three bishops, and ceventeen hundred and four
priests, ail in the service of the Popeand Church, but
we have also thirty-une colleges, thirty-seven sem-
inaries, and & hundred and seventeen female acade-
mies, all founded by the Jesuits, bringing danger and
death to unbelief and misbelicf. to Awmcrican Know
Nothingism and un-Awmerican Radicalisin.

“And the hiirarchial bands which, like a golden
thread. surrounds forty-one dioceses and two apos-
tolic vicariates, and stretches from the Atlantic
Qcean to the Pacific and maintains an invisible, se-
cret, magnetic conneetion with Rome—this hierarchy
is to us a sure guarantee that the Charch, perhaps
after severe siruggles and suffering will one day
cowe off victorious over all the sccts of America, Tt
is computed that there are at present raore than two
millions of Catholic inhabitants in the United States,
who are baptized and confirmed Catholie soldiers of
the Lord. and who, at the first summons, will assem-

ble in rank and file; then will men not undervalua }

the power of the Catholic Church in the Umted
States.
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“It will scatter sand in no one’s eyes, and there-
fore I stand forth openly and directly declare that
the power and the influence of the Catholic Church
are stronger than many believe. Whoever doubts
this must be ether a fool or blind,”

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

BATTLE CREEK, MICH. AUGUST 7, 1856.

THE WORTHY POOR.

We bave often signified our willingness to send the
Review to any who are prevented by misfortune. or un-
avoidable embarrassmeuts, from contributing towmds
its support, provided they love the truths it advocates,
and prize it as a seurce of aid and consolation, To many
we have reason to believe it is such, and we thereby
feel strengthened and encouraged.

Bnt whe are to be considered the worthy poer? Some
have claimed to be among this numher who appropriated
more to several useless expenses siugly, than the cost of
their paper.  But wecannot consider those worthy of re-
ceiving henefits at the expense of others, who lay out
means more than sufficient to meet this expense, in the
unnecessary, not to say injurious. articles of tea, coffee
and tohacco.

We have been led to these remarks by tlhie fullowing
letter from R. Townsend of Steuben Co., N. Y.

“I have not received the Reviow since the 12th of June.
I suppose you have got tired of sending it free to me;
but a8 my circumstances are, it is not possible for me to
pay. I do not use tobacco, tea or coffee. Your paper
18 the ouly means I have uf heariig {rom the scattered
brethren.” I have been trying to keep all the command-
ments for over four years; and I have never heard one of
the Advent brethren preach in the time. If you feel it
duty_ to continue the paper to me, I shall be very glad;
and if not I shall have to do without it. I render you
my sincere thanks for what timé 1 have received it, and
trust in God for the future,””

We do not tire of sending the Review to those who
can bear a testimony like the above, Why the papers
bave not been received we cannot tell; as we presume
they have been regularly mailed.

Again we say that a lack of medns with any, under the
abuve circumstances, shall prove no barrier to their re-
ceiving the paper, Wherever true christianity is found,
it will be found that there the poor have the gospel
preached to them, And again we read that ‘God hath
choren the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of
the kingdum, which he hath promised to them that love
him.

The trath is free for all. God hath set no price to the
blessiugs -of salvation, except to leave all and follow
Clrist.  While therefore we are endeavoring to send ont
truth to individuals, many of whom have no means to
use in the canse, we labur 0a with confidence, cxpecting
that the Lord’s faithful stewards to whom he has com-
mitted a partion of this world’s goods, will. according as
he hath prospered ther, cheerfully furnish the means
hecesary to meet the expense of its dissemibation.

B Sour have sent in their orders for a Hymn Book,
extra-bound, with their names on 1he cover, as was some
time since proposed: and as they may be expecting some-
6hang to he done abiout the matter soon, we woald say
‘that not baving reeeived orders enough to make it prac-
ticahle, we have abandoned the idea of getting up any
in that style,

e
Business.

E. Gibsonp—Yaur money was received, and will be
foutd receipted in No. 6 of the pre-ent volume. One
dollar of it beiag to pay for Vul. V11, .is g0 receipted.
Yau are credited on book ta Vol. 1X.

E. Pratt:—We cheerfully continue yuur paper,

A. Egberti—~We are unable to make out the P, O.
Address of your letter, We credit to A. Eghert, Sag-
inaw, Mich, Ts this right?

———
Letter from Bro. Hu(chins.

Bro. Switi:—By the grace-of God assisting, I am still
pressing forward + to an inheritance incorruptible, and
undietiled, and that fadeth notaway.”  This world looks
dark and dreary, and I do not, I cannot, helieve that we
shall have to toil on much Jonger here. I would not
make my feeliogs a standard to determine in this great
matter. No, by ro tewns; fir 1 think the signs of the
times fully justify us in-the cunclusion thatthe great
day of God’s wratli is not far in the future.

Dear reader, wall you be prepared to stand in that aw-
ful day? Shall [be preparea? These are questions which

we should settle in the light of the holy Bible. A world-
ly spjrit is certainly stealing over some that profess to
be walking in the light of the Message of the Third An-
gel. This should not be so. We should be placing our
affections more and wore on things above, and less and

{less on things of this earth, which are so soun to be de-

stroyed.
In past days churches have been the most highly fa.
vored of God, enjoyed the most of his Spirit, in their

youthful days, in the moments of infancy, But the rem-

nant must not be content with having enjoyed much of the
divine favor of the Lord; we mustbe more like the bles-
sed Saviour, and less like this world, “Always bearing
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.”
« Soon shall we hear him say,
Ye blessed children, come;
Soon will he call us hence away,
And take his wanderers home.”

A. 8. HutomHINS.

Hampton, Ct, July 28th, 1856.

e ——
From the Philadelphia Pudllc Ledger.

GexrLzMeN:—In yoar paper of Mounday last, you in-
serted the following notice:

«Irderesting Ceremonies at the Synagogue on the 4th of
July—~The Keneseth Israel Congregation, worshipping
in the First Keformed Syunagogue, in New Marketstreet,
bave, we understand, abandoned certain portions of their
prayers and customs, which were cousidered inconsis-,
tent with the blessings of liberty enjuyed in this land,
and adopted sowe reforms suitable to this enlightened
age. The new services which have been adopted were
introduced for the first time oun the 4th of July, in the
presence of a large audience, coposed of persons of va-
rious religious denominations, The Rev. L. Naumburg,
the minister to this cougregation, delivered a most elo-
quent sermon. Those present were mach pleased with
the music by the choir, under the direction of Mr. Wm,
Fischer.”

In the above your reporter seems to give an opinion,
on a grave theological question, no doubt furnished to
him by some of the members of the First Reformed Syn-
agogue of Philadelphia. As a geveral rule, I do not
think it expedient to refute any mis-statements regard-
iug Israelites, which appear in the papers. The com-
munity at large appear so ignorant of Jewish affairs that
they believe any absurdity concerning us, and it is real-

Ty not worth the trouble to endeavor to correct most mis-

apprehensions, since others, of a similar kind, are im-
mediately after spread abroad. Thus, for instance, you
puhliskied lately a short paragraph, stating that the
French Rabbis were abant to meet, and abrogate in their
convention the Seventh-day Sabbath for the Sunday,
which error, no doubt, arose from the mere fact that the
heads of the Synagogue in France lately came to an un-
derstanding to hold a‘conference this Summer at Paris,
to deliberate on the best means to be adopted to promote
a hetter state of religion than now exists in certain'quar-
ters, including the French capital, How the religious
and -politieat press of America could for 2 moreut he-
lieve that such a re-nunion had touched the Sabbath ques-
tion, befure it had met, is certainly too strange to be ex-
plained by any one who did not fabricate the ridiculous
story himself. But, according to my mind, it was deem-

ed useless to correct the error, since, first, those who |

know avything of the state of the question, cou'd not
possibly believe it; secondly, the contradiction couid not

have followed the false statement through the various,

channels which had spread it so geuerally.
Isaac Liegser.
July 11th, 1856.
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