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“EARTH TO EARTH, AND DUST TO DUST.”
) : “ Bawvrn to carth, and dust to qust!”?
! Here the evil and the just,

i Lere the yourhtul avd thy old,

| tere the fearful and the bold,

Liere the matvon and the maid

I one sifent, bed are haid;

Heore the vassal and the king

Side by side ie withering;

Here the sword and seeptre rust—

o fgarth to cartl aud dusb o dust.””

Bub a day is eaming fast,
Lavth, thy mighticst and thy last!
1t shall come i fear and wonder,
Heraldedl with tranp and thunder;
1L shall come in sirtfe and 1oil;
Lt shadl gome in nlond and spnl;
It shall come in empire’s groans,
Burning temples, trampled thrones:
Then, ambition, rue thy last!—
« Jarth to earth, and dust to dust!”

Then shall eome the judgment sign,
Tathe Last 1he King shall shivel
Fiashing from heaven’s golden gate,
Thousand thousands ronnd his state,
Spirits with the crown and plume;
‘Mremble then, thou sullen tomb!
| Heaven shatl open on our sight,
Jaurth be tuened to diving light—
Kinzdom of the ransomed just—

« Jart to carth, and dust to dusi !

Then thy moun, Jerasalem,
Shall be gampeous as a gew;
¢hen shall in the desert rise
Fruns of move than paradise,
Farth Ly angel feer be trod,
Oue great garden of her God!
il are dreied the wmrtyt’s tears,
Through a thev~and ghorious years!
Now i hope of Him we trast—
« [grth to earth, and dust to dust??

[ Oroley.

PHE COMING SYRUGGLE.

Wr commend to our readers the following ex-
tracts from an article from the pen of an abie di-
vine and close observer of wen and things in one
of vur Western cities. The article appeared some
time ago in the Preacher and Presbyterian; but
the lapse of a fow montlis has by no means des-
troyed their importauce to the christian comuunity,
The evils referred to, stand outdistinetly to view, and
the eall for the co-opermion of Christians to conn-
teriet them is as loud and buperative as ever—
Chr. Union.

“ Wherover the Cliurelh militant exists, she en-
counters opposition,  Rome silences the Bible read-
er iu a dungeon. Austria coufines the exposer of
monkisli abominations in a mad-house. France
closes the churches, and fines and imprisous those
congregations of Protestants who may happeu tc

offond the Popish Bishop., Spain prohibits the. French allance, would find needtul for the suppress-

preaching of the gospel and the printing of the Bi-
ble, or anything derogatory to the Catholic church.
Denmark prohibits prayer-meetings, Prussia al-
lows no dissent from her Puseyite or Rationalistic
establishments. Russia forbids Bible circulation, or
proselytism in all her wide realms. The light tol-
eration in two South American Republics illus-
trates the darkness of all the remainder of that vast
continent. As a matter of course the priests of
Paganisn and the followers of Makhomet enploy
all the powor they posses< to crush the effects of
that gospel which cudangers the cratt wheveby they
have their wealth.

“ Thers is but one country besides our own which
pretends to grant liberty of couscience; but even
there what a powerful opposition has been organized
against the gospel of Cluist.  In no European
country can the witnesses be found in any consider-
ble minmber save England.  England las ever been
reckoned oue of the ten kingdows of the mystic
Babylon; and if the inquity be made, which of the
kingdoms of modern Burope may be the great thor-
oughfare of the nations, the centre of travel, the mart
of commerce? but one response can be given—
England. Look at the preparation for this event
which s trausacting before our eyes, A college is
supported by British taxation for educating fanatic
emissaries of Popery to teach sedition at home and
carry priestly government abroad. The government
appoints these Maynooth priests to be ehaplains to
the army, chaplaius to the poor-houses and puisons,
dismisses officers who will not attend their inasses,
and wonld fain pass a bill to endow all the Popish
clergy. It is well known that the prince consort
was raised a Papist, and throngh policy assumed
Protestantism; and it is very crechble that his chil-
dren, the heirs of the throne, way follow their fath-
er’s example. It is iucredible that without some
high protecting influence, Jesuits sheuld have been
allowed so long to occupy the chairs of Oxford—
that so many Bishops of the establishment should
foster Puseyism—that altars, candles, crucifixes and
confession, should have been introduced into so
many churches—that it should be found impossible
to eject an advocate of transubstantiation from a
chureh as yet ealled Protestant—that such numbers
ut Eunglish aristocracy should have succnmbed to
the chars of Puseyism, or with more honest ser-
vility bowed to the snpremacy of Rome. The Pope
sends a Cardinal over to England. The Secretary
of State sends a priest in the confidence of the gov-
erninent to Rome, Englaud allies herself with
Catholic France and Italy, and sends a Catholic am-
bassador to Spain. Priests wax confident, and be-
gin to talk of their ancient rights—to point to the
hundreds of thousands of ignorant, fanatic, fanished
Irish, who crowd the back-streets of all the cities of
the land, ready at the word of ¢cmmand to pour
out their hereditary hatred on the Sassenach. Po-
pish Bishops write Jetters to English peers, warning
them to cease distributing Bibles and opposing the
church, and requesting thetn to remember that Lon-
don is not more impregnable than Sebastopol, and
the bayonets which gleamed on the Malakoft' were
Catholic. The eloquent hustorian of England shows
that veligious revolutions are no new thing there.
In 1660 England was a Puritan commonwealth..
In 1665 a persecuting Stuart filled the throne. It
were not difficult to’ divine the measures which a
Popish prince, a Popish ministry, a Puseyite clergy
and aristocracy, and an Irish army, an Austrian and

on of evangelism. Indeed, Cardinal Wiseman.and
his journalists save us all dublety on the sulject,
They expressly tell us that as =oon as possible they
will use the same means for the protection of relig-
ion in England which have beent fonnd so beneficial
in Spain and Austria.  Siguificant intimations are
held out to us, too, that Mexico and Canada, ave
Catholic—that Ireland, now almost on our eastern
shore is Catholic—that soou fifty millions of Catho-
lics will fill the valley of the Mississippiy and then—

“The number and variety of the forces arrayed
agaiust the church inour own land is amazing. The
theatre, the tavern, and the ball-room, the heredita-
ry fortifications, we are not at all surprised to find
in their possession; but it secius like turning our
own forces against us, when the college and the pul-
pit become the engines of infidslity. It is reserved
for the uineteenth century to behold men, caling
themselves Christians, teaching Pantheism, or cas.
ing themselves in armour of Biblieal criticism, aud
detying the armies of the living God, to prove that
he is able or willing to punish his foes. On the
very verge of the desert we behold, on our own
soil, the scum and dregs of all nations deliberately
choosing an American Mohammed as their Prophet,
coolly throwing aside the bonds of ecivilization, and
demanding the aid of the Federal Constitution for
the consohdation of their aboiinations. More shame-
less and more dangerous, because in the very heart
of our own comimunities, the novel and the newspa-
per wage war agaiost marriage, the Sabbath, and
the Bible, and multitides of the young fall vietims
to lying spirits, (whether of the dead or living,)
who teach that there is no resurrect on, no judg-
went, no hell; that religion is a fable, worship a
farce, and the spirit of man the lughest intelligence
it the ueiverse. It would be hard to name a fami-
ly in which some inmate has not been mote or less
influenced by this spirit of the age.

“On our eastoru shores the tide of emigration
Jands a thousand Popish militia cvery day, trained
up to cherish the most determinud batred to the
word of God, and to the Church of Christ, and
instructed by the Romish agents ere they have land-
ed from thew ships to beware of the Bible and the
heretics,  Into our very families do these agents of
u foreign prince, carry their opposition to the gospel,,
prohibiting their slaves fron: listening to the reading

of the Sariptures, or from uniting with their employ-

crs in the weship of God, The chosen victims of
poverty and filth, vice and crime, in the cellars and
garrels of our cities, they will have them remain so
rather than to allow them to attend school, where
their minds may be enlightened, or emigrate to the
fertile fields, where the rewards of industry would
elevate above the condition of slaves.

“ Let us remeinber, too, that all theso adversaries
of the ¢hureh are regularly organized, and enrolled,
and paraded in rauk and file. There is no longer
a loose, floating, neutral pacty. Every person be-
longs sowewhere, as the saying is. He claims lo
belong to some church or order, or club, of one kind
or other. The Romish missionary boards the emi-
grant ship, takes his passage on the river steamboat,
or travels in the second-class cars with the newly ar-
syived emigrants, and leaves them not till he has
handed then over to the caye of some brother Jes-
uit, and placed them within the pale of the holy
chnreh, Even those who have no belief in any
God find some advantage in the society of their fel-
low-men, and associate to keep each other in coun-
tenance.
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* La ue not deceive ourselves with the delusion,
thav rnaterial so heterogeneous can never unite in
any common enterprise. They can co-operate. The
very explosion of discordant substances may over-
turn the battlement which has resisted the sap and
battery. Lot the experience of England warn us in
time.  Last year (1855) beheld a strange combina-
tion thare, powerful enough to intimidate the gov-
ernment, control the Parliament, and almost revolu-
tionizo the religion of the land. High Church, and
Broad Church, and no Church, Romish cardinaland
Chartist lecturer, Whig Tory, Radical and Repeal.
er, the peer of Parliament, and the publican of Pam-
lico, engaged in a common league to dethrone the
Sabbath and worship, and substitute Sunday and
revelry. Were 1t wise, think vou, to wait till sad
experience teaches us how effectualiy the Western

ormon, and the Eastern Universalist, the priest,
the German Infidel and the American Spiritualist,
can unite with the vast and yearly increasing mass
of beathenism in all our cities, to trample nnder foot
that gospel which they all cordially hate, and a di-
vided church whose weakness they have learned to
despise! With a population increasing hy thou-
sauds, aud a church increasing by hundreds, it be-
comes a mere matter of arithmetic to caleulate in
how few years, at our present rate of progress, the
churches of Christ shall have dwindled into relative
insiguificance, and the overwhelming mass of un-
godliness shall nndertake to decide their destiny at
the hallot-box. American Christian! the forces of
Western  licentiousness, Eastern Infidelity, and
Northern Popery, the heathenism of your prairies,
and the rowdyism of your streets, are steadily and
rapidly concentrating their movements upon you.
Already they have made iodgements i your church-
es and inroads in your families, and but wait their
opportunity for the last onset.

“ Under such circumstances it does almost scem
unnecesary to enquire what course of conduct the
church should pursue. Few and weak in the aggre-
gate, ought they still further to weaken their forces
by distractiou and division of councils, in the pres-
ence of such numerous and powerful combinations of
their foes? 'With the consciousness that every day
augments the number of their opponents, and every
week opens some new engine of warfare against the
truth, and every year unfolds some new and bulder
assault, should the people of God be content with
the old, quiet plan of defensive operations, and fold-
ing their arms await the combined oncet? Were
the Bihle silent on the subject, common sense would
reply, that harmony of feeling, concert of plan, and
energy of action, were indispeusable in this crisis.’,

Are You Ready?

WHO ASKS THIS QUESTION !

Your Maker. He does it in his word. One of
the grand ohjecte of that hlessed volume is to en-
ahle you to’give it an affirmative answer. By judg-
ments and by mercies does his holy providence press
this matter upon you. When reason and con-
gcience are permitted to speak, they urge atlention
to this great concern. Cast away from you for half
an hour the charias of the world: press your way
out of that torrent of cares, or pleasures, which sweeps
every serious thought away; rebuke every other ap-
peal, and let that only he heard which the unblind-
ed reason and the unscared conscience make, and
you will perceive that this inquiry is solemnly ad-
dressed to you. By your frailty and mortality is
this question pressed. Nothing can he more pre-
carious than your hold on life. Your body is the
tie that binds you to the earth., How frail a flow-
er! “The wmnd passeth over it, and it is gone.”
It is in health and vigor to-day; to-morrow it is
lifeless and cold, and a mass of corruption. The
worm is thy sister and thy mother. Job xvii, 14.
Your frailty, therefore, cries, Are you ready? and
the voice waxes louder and louder with every wast-
ing hour of your probation. Eternity seems utter-
ing the same appeal; as if, with a living voice, it
presses every human mind with the momentous
truth, that, beyond the grave, man's destiny i fixed
for ever; the righteous are “righteous suill,” and
the filthy are “filthy still”” And it utters the ear-

nest admonition, “ Beware of urpreparedness,” But
there is yet another voice; and, reader, if there he
any voice that should drown all the appeals of the
cares and pleasures of this world, which should ex-
cite the soul's most intense and devout attention,
which should penetrate its lowest depths, and arouse
its strongest emotions—it should be the voice of
the Redeemer. * Be ye also ready,” is his admo-
nition. No voice breaks upon human ears in so
much tenderness and love; for no friendship has
man experienced like that shown him by the Son
of God, and no voice is 50 suited to inspire solemni-
ty and awe as that of the final Judge!

WHY ASK THIS QUESTION ?

Because none can be conceived of s0 much im-
portance. Because, disturbing men’s sinful minds
as it does, they are not disposed to press it honest.
ly and earnestly upon themselves. Because an hon-
est, serious, enlightened decision of - this question
may he of everlasting benefit to your soul. Be-
cause, amid the hurry of business or the whirl of
pleasure, you may at this hour need something to
lead you to consider your character and cternal
prospects. Becaure, if the subject which this ques-
tion urges upon you is not attended to, you will be
lost!

WHO ARE NOT READY ?

Common opinion, in a gospel land, allows that
many are not ready for death; as the murderer, the
thief, the drunkard, the idolater, the profane swear-
er, the adulterer, the scoffer, the liar, and the liypo-
crite.  But the word of God includes more still:
stich as the covetous, the lewd, the lovers of pleas-
wre more than of God, the fraudulent, the nnmerei-
ful, the formalist, the prayerless, the worldly-—in-
deed every one who has not been washed in the
blood of Christ, [Rev. i, 5,] and renewed by the
holy Spirit. Not one of alf these can give an affirm-
ative answer to the question now urged.

WHY ASK ME THIS QUESTION ?

Because it respects interests of yours of infinite
value—interests in fearful peril if you cannot an-
swer this question in the affirmative. Because this
question is suited o arouse atltention to what you
may have totally neglected. Because you may be
the very person of all others who most needs such
an appeal; being, perhaps, the victim of a false
hope, or a fatal error, and borne every day farther
and farther from God by the growing power of sin.
Because it is of infinite importance that you make
a correct decision as to this question. And, especi-
ally, because the next hosom piereed hy the dart of
death may be your own!

“ HOW MAY I BE READY ¥’

“ God now cominanduth all men everywhere to
repent.”  Aects xvil, 30.  You must repent of your
sins, and helieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, who died
on the eross, “the just for tha enjust;” and whom
God “hath exalted witk: i right hand to Le a
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and for-
giveness of sins.”  Acts v, 31. You must place
your trust in hini—in bhim alone, as your all-suif-
cient Saviour, “able to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God hy him, seeing he ever liveth
to make intercession for' them.” Heb. vij, 25. Trust-
ing in him, you will be ready for life, and death, and
eternity, ~ “ Other fonndation can no man lay than
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” 1 Cor. i, 11.

IF I AM NOT READY, WHAT THEN?}

Then—1. You liave already run a most desper-
ate hazard of losing your soul. You could not
bave said in any hour of life, the next should not
be your last; and, as you are now unprepared to
die, you have run as many risks of everlasting ruin
a8 you have lived hours. You have stood on the
dizzy height of a most frightful precipice! Your
feet had well nigh slipped ! Look back: it would
seem your heart would grow faint and sick at the
dreadful peril to which you have been exposed.

2. Your not heing now ready implies very great
guilt. 1t implies insensibility to the most powerful
and affecting motives; stubborn refusal of a thousand
kind and affectionate invitations; contempt of most
solemn warnings; reckless indifference to the soul’s
value. I ask not for vices and crimes in proof of

sin; there is evidence enough without this to prove
you stained with crimson guilt.

8. If you are not ready, then there is no work so
important, no ohligation so pressing, as your imme-
diately seeking the favor of God. Bid the world
retire. Its highest and most pressing claims should
not impede you for a moment in the great work of
getting ready for heaven.

IF I AM READY, WHAT THEN {

f, after a serious examination of yourself by the
word of God, that iufallible test, you can humhly
hope you are accepted in Christ, then show with
the warmest zeal, and in every possihle manner,
your love to the great Author and Finisher of your
faith, Let all men see that your hope purifies you,
and that your faith works by love. Let them see
that your whole character has heen cast anew in the
wmould of the gospel. By every energy you can
employ, endeavor to make your fellow-men possess-
ors of a like glorious hope.

THE “SNARE.”

By consulting Luke xxi, 84—36, inclusive, we
find the “day” of the Lord alluded to, also a pre-
dication from which the following inquiry is elici-
ted :

What is implied in its coming as « snaref—
There is a simile in the use of the expression “as a
snare,” illustrating and enforcing a pertion of divine
truth, which, however much it may apply to the
past, is very applicable to the present age,

Snares, or nets were much used among the an-
cients for fishing, hunting, and fowling, living as
they did previous to the invention of gun-powder.
Hence the translation from the Syriac reads, “ ¥or
like a hunter’s snare shall it spring upon all those
who dwell upon the fa'e of the whole land. ‘‘Tu the
taking of hirds the “clap net was usually employed.
It consisted of two sides or frames, over which the
net-work was spread; at one end was a short net
which they fastened to a hush or a cluster of reeds,
and at the other was one of considerable length,
which as soon as the birds were seen feeding inthe
area within, wes pulled by the fowlers, causing the
instantaneous collapse of the two sides,” and ~thus
the birds were instantly captured in an ungarded
moment. The process is similar to that which has
been observed in capturing the common pigeon in
this country. “In hunting, a space of considerable
size was enclosed with nets, These spots were usu-
ally in the vicinity of the water brooks to which an-
imals were in the habit of repairing in the morning
and evening; and having awaited the time when they
went to drink, the hunters disposed their nets o.cu-
pied proper positions for observing theu: unseen,
and gradually closed in upon them.” Now from
these, and other historical extracts which might he
presented, as also from our own ohservation, two
points will be considered to illustrate the inquiry.

1. The artifice is connevied with the source
from which the unimals supply their wauts, Thus
the nets are set near the waters; the traps near food.
In the application of this point, I remark, that man
has physical, mental, and spiritual necessities to he
supplied, as may he learned from the Bible and ob-
servation,

First, Physical—The text spesks of eating,
drinking, and the cares of this life. In secking a
supply of these necessities, (he danger exists in be-
ing « overcharged” (vs. 2-4), and considering the
times in which we live, how important the Saviour’s
injunction. We are livine in a lucrative age—an
age of speculation, hence there is every inducement
to cause saint and sihner to be iinmersed in worldly
trapsactions if so disposed. Buisness of all branch-
es for the last, few years (with little exception) has
been extraordinarily flourishing. Corporations have
been formed hy scherning men to literally beap up
treasures, and operatives have been induced to try
their fortune in securing a portion of the benefit;
California and Australia have opened up to us from
their iatent storehouses, vast riches; and the “far
west” is beckoning multitudes to fix their abode on
its rich and highly productive soil. My hrethren,
while it is our duty to he “ dilligent in business,” no
excuse will serve as a reason why we should be over.
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charged, and thus become stupid and inactive in de-
votional excercises—fail to be “fervent in spirit,”
and the “day of the Lord” spring upon us as a
“gsnare,”

Second, Mental.—Hence God has provided the
Bible and nature (2 Pet. i, 5; iii, 18; Rom. i, 20;
Psa. xix, 1, 2) as also iu His providence the devo-
tional productions of pious individuals, and other
useful works, for the occupancy of the mind. The
danger exists in applying our minds for, and receiv-
ing unsubstantial, morally contaminating, and death-
tending literature, In these last days, who is not
awaro of the large quantities of light, unsubstantial,
and morally debasing reading, miecting us in all our
thoroughfares, aud flooding the country, claiming
the precious, golden mowments of those who ought
to spend them to better advantage, while a distaste
is created for loly things. The issue and circula-
tion of such works have been greatly facilitated and
augimented in the present age, by the modern in-
ventions of the art of printing, steam presses, an ap-
plication of stuam power to the means of conveyance
from one e¢ity, Slate or country 1o another, while
popular Jecturers are dealing out more or less poison
with the foud they administer to the mental enter-
tainment of their patrons. The Bible, to an alar-
ming extent is sct aside, or to say the least, is sec-
ondary, and we nay here appropriately introduce
the poutic effusion of Cowper, the sentiment of
which is so pertinent to the times in which we
live:

« Habits of close attention, thinking heads,

Become more rave as dissipation spreads,

Till nuthors hear at length ane general cry,

Tickle and entertain us or we ie.”
May we reccive the admonition to ® watch,” “ take
heed,” &c.

Third, Spiritial—Psa lv, 1, 2. The danger
exists in seeking a supply from the pleasures of the
world—courses of sin. (2 Tim. iif, 1-4.) Theatres
have been multiplied and crowded with nightly vis-
itants; pleasure (Sunday) excursions have been con-
cocted and received exteusive patronage; houses of
ill fame, gambling houses, billiard saloous card ta-
bles, plensure parties of various descriptions, inclu-
ding a kind of entertainment religiously dyed in the
form of church Jevess (as they liave been conducted
by tnany) are exteusively patronized by their re-
spective devotees, My brethren, by consulting
Luke xvii, 26-30 and Jude 7, you will perceive that
the danger of the Antediluvians and Sodomites ex-
isted at the point alroady described, viz, the source
from which we receive a relief of our necessities,
These instances are left on the Sacred record as ex-
anples of the divine displeasure. May we heed
the admonition and escaps the snare. let us con-
sider,

2. The suddenness with which annimals or birds
are apprized of their danger when unable to escape,
as an dlustration of the inquiry. It is when the
fowls are devouring the seed without thought of dau-
ger, that there is an instant collapse of the two sides
of the net; or in the trapping of animals that there
is a sudden spring, taking them unawares and ren-
dering them fast. If fowls or animals are sagacious
to a suflicient degree, they may not be drawn into
the snare, Our Lord intioduces another figure, the
teaching of which, is in harmony with that of the
simile under consideration, * Behiold I come as a
thief.’—Rev. xvi, 15. The tenant of the house is
wrapped up in his sluber, and is unconscious of
danger until the thicf arrives. If he is informed of,
Delieves in, and has an eye open for danger, he may
escape. Now, what is implied in the *day” thus
soming? How much is comprehonded ! Advent-
ists proach as one pointin their faith that the church
may know when thoe day of the Lord is approach-
ing, Dy signs of the times, prophecy, and the his-
tory of the world, (Heb. x, 25) and in this they are
met with an objection, viz., we are to know nothing
about 3t, as His coming is * as a thief”—* snar¢”—
“no mau knoweth the day and the hour” Now
we hope to avoid the extreme running upon the
ground of absolute kaownothingism, and remark,
that tho reasons for the above objection are far from
making the objection vahid. The 'language of the
Bible is, “ But ye brethren are not in darkness that
that day should overtake you as a thief”—1 Thess.

v, 1. The text teaches that some may escape.

“ Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may
escape all these things.” We have no idea that
God’s people will be ensnared, or overtaken as with
a thief, A certain class will be thus taken, however,
lamentable as is the fact, such as do not “ watch and
pray,” as say “ peace and safety,” as are overcharg-
ed with the proper things of lite, and do not govern
their lives in seeking a supply of their necessities
according to the requirements of the gospel. Tt is
said of the Antediluvians that they “ knew it not.”
How surprising! they gave no heoed to Noal's warn-
ing voice. So will it bs with the majori ty of man-
kind when Messiah appears a second time. The
world is ripening for the harvest; the snare is set;
suddenly it will spring upon the inhabitants of the
world and they shall not escape.  Liet us “ take heed,
watch and pray,” that we may “stand before the
Son of man-—Ad, Herald.

Joy and Sadness.

I meeting the tide of humanity that jostles against
us as we pass up and down our crowded streets,
what a multitude cf countenances are presented, and
how various are the different expressions! But has
it never occutred to any one that the prevailing ex-
pression is that of sadness? Now and then we sec
a joy-beaming countenance, but it is rather the ex-
ception than the rule.

But what histories are here written in the varied
lineaments of the face! If we would follow indi-
viduals to their howmes, whether to the palace or the
hovel, what a page in humnan life would often be
unfolded! No wonder that the Saviour of mankind
commended himself to the sorrowful and the dis-
heartened in those inviting words of tenderaess:

« Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy-

laden, and I will give you rest.” Surely it is uot
to a few that he addressed these touching words of
comfort.

“ Axp I wiLL give you rest!”  Did words ever
carry such medicine in their tone? Did mariner,
tossed for months upon the angry billows, ever long
for a peaceful haveu, more than mortal man, weighed
down with the sins, the wants, and the caves of life
hankers for the “rest” that is here proffered to ali?
No wonder that “ multitudes,” leaving the various

callings of life, thronged after Jesus, saying one to]

another, “never spoke man like this man” No
wonder that Mary, fo:getting all things else, sat
down at his feet to listen to such tender words ef
comfort and peace. And how justly was Martha
mildly reproved, when in answer to the complaint
that she had been left by her sister Mary to serve
alone, Jesus replied, * Martha, Martha, thou art
troubled and careful about many things; but one
thing is needful, and Mary hath chosen that good
part that shall never be taken away from her.”

1t needs no learned books to prove the truths of
Cluist’s divine wmission. That his doctrine of right-
eousness, and peace, and res’, comes home to the
wants and yearnings of all, is a sufficient evidence
of its divine authenticity. And what a transform-
ation has this simple restgiving religion made
throughout the world! ~ Assuccessive mornings and
evenings dawn and darken over the world, how
many fathers and mothers, daughters and sovs, and
even little children, bow down to say * Our Father
who art in Heaven/”

And who will say that the rising towards heaven
of this morning and evening incense brings not down
Dlessings upon our land? Who will venture to say
that the prevalence of a deep religious sentiment
does not infuse into the national mind a high toned
morality, a lofty patriotism, and prou} resolves for
clinging to the right? It is theso qualities, these
christian heroic .virtues that go to give character and
reputation to a nation of freemen. And for them
we are principally indebted to Hm who came into
the world to be the Saviour of mankind.

A Beautiful Sentiment.

SuorrLy before the departure of the lamented
Heber for India, he preached a sermoa which con-
tained this beautifnl illustration : )

Life bears us on, like the stream of a mighty riv-
er. Our boat at first glides down the narrow channel

—through. the playful nmurmuring of the little brook
and the }V)ndings of its grassy borders, The traes
shed their blossoms over our ybung heads; the flow-
ers on the brink seem to offer themselves to our
young hands; we ar: happy in hope, #nd we grasp
eagerly at the beantics around us—bub the stream
hurries on, and stil our hands are empty.  Our
course in youth and manhood is along a wilder and
deeper flood, amid objects more strikiang and mag-
nificent. We are animated at the moving pictures
and enjoyment and industry passing us; We are ex-
cited at some short lived disappointment,  The
stream bears us on, and our joys and griefs are aliko \
left behind us.  We may be shipwrecked, we can.
not be delayed; whether rough or smooth, the riv-
er hastens to its home, till the roar of the ocean is
in our ears, and the tossing of the waves isbeneath our
feet, and the land lessens fiom our eyes and the
floods are lifted up around us, and we take our leave
of earth and its fnhabitants until of our further voy-
ng;zlthere is no witness save the infinite and Lter-
najl

e ——
Moments Lost.

Evary other property when lost may be replaced,
when it is injured, can be repaired.~—DBut did ever
man orv angel recover one moment of lost time?
He alone is the traveler who never halts, never turns
back; uo tears can soften him, nor prayers make
bim rel-nt; little recks he of the truest penitence,
or the most heart-broken sobs of sorrow. As vain-
ly would we set about to recall one yesterday, or
beg yonder stream, whose waters keep rushizg on,
to roll back a single wave. When the reckless hand
of passionr has torn out half the leaves of the life-
blood to light its own fires, and we count with trem-
bling fingers the few that rem:in, then indeed how
solemn the thought that no power on earth, none in
heaven, can replace asingle lost moment. God may
heap up years as he appears to have done in the
earliest periods of the race, may prolong indefinite-
ly the sojourn of any single soul 2 any one of his
many mapsions, but only by obliterating memory
could ho destray the cousciousness of any polluted
day.

———

Tae Trure oF Braury —There i3 nothing beau-
tifal that is not true. There is nothing true that is
not beautiful. It was in searching for beauty that
truth was discovered. Tts temple standsin the cen-
tre of an artificial Jabyrinth, composed of the most
complicated windings, in which many lose them-
selves; whilst millions are deluded by the specious
falsehoods met with on the way, and overwritten—
“This is the truth, and he wlio doubts is doomed.”
But he who would reach the temple around which
this "wildering maze of thorus and hriars is planted,
must over-leap these artificial fences, or hew his way |
right onward, instinct led, having an unwavering !
confidence in God and his own soul. God is teuth,
and every natural instinet of the soul guides us to
God.

For every one, life has some blessing—some cup
that is not wixed with bitterness. At every heart
there is some fountain of pure waters, and all men
at ‘some time or otber taste their sweetness. , Who
is he that has uot found in his path of life, some fra-
grant rosebush, scenting all the afr with its sweet
perfume, and cheering the heart of the weary travel-
or with its heaunty.

The good man is led in a (i;OOd way, by a good
God, to be employed in good things, walking in
good company, working by a good rule, from a
good motive, to a good end, and at last arrives at a
good home.

The flying clouds, the evanescent vapor; the ar-
row just propelled from the string, the wintry grass,
the flower whose beauty scarce bloowms eve it is fad-
od, and whose fragrance is scarcely perceptivle ere
it is gone, are apt similitudes of a man’s life,

e ————

Bible religion improves good manners; it teaches
what it commands: “ Be courieous.”
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¢ snu tify them through thy truth;
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thy word is truth.

BATTLE CREEK, MICH. AUG. 20. 1857

A

THE TWO-HORNED BEAST
ARGUMENT MISAPPREEENDED.

Ix the Bible Examiner of the 1st inst, we find some
ohjectinns to the view we take of the Two-horned Beast,
by which it appears either that the argument has not
beeu carefully studied, or that it is strangely misunder-
stood. It says:

# buwe writers, for several years past, have attempted
ta show that the « two-horned beast”” of Rev. 13th is a
sywmbol of the governinent of these United States. Much
hus been promu.gated in defence of this position that
geems plausible; but, is cuch a position tenable? We dor
not propose o follow the argument in all its aspeets and
positions, but simply to notice the subject briefly.

« First, it is maiutained by {hose who advacate the
theory under notice, that the seven last plagaes of Rev.
16th are all yet in the future. This is essential to the
argument, because the very first plague tukes eflect “up-
on the men which had the mark of the beast, and wpon
them that worshiped bis image.” Wetake it,thcre s no
ground for dispute that this is the “ two-horned beast”*
and “the image” which it made. Now if one of the
seven last plagues has been poured out prior to this tiwe,
the argument that the United States’ governmentissym-
bolized by the two-borned beast falls to the ground; for;
that proves the seven last plagues are not all’ in the fu-

. ture, as they must he to make the argument available.

But these same writers maintain that the Ottoman em-
pire is symbolized by the great river Euphrates, Rev.
16ih; and sowe of thieir number have said, *The more
one thiuks upon this subject, (Rev. xvi, 12,) the more, it
seems, mist he become convinced that the drying up of
the Euphtates is the cansumption of the Ottoman em-
pire.” Ifso, as it is manifect that empire is on the de-
cline, and has been for a number of years past, is it not
a self-evident fact that the sizth of the seven last plagues
must have commenced to be poured ontsome years since?
and, hence, that the first five had been previously pour-
ed out? If this be zrue, then the two-horued beast and
its image are many years in the past—at least, from one
to three centuries. flence, that beast cannat be a sym-
bol of the governmens of the United States.””

We remember that in a certain place a prophet docs
not recowmend the turning of things npside down; and
we presume that the words apply to all time and to all
circurostances. Our readers will percerve that in the
above extract, our argnment is handed to us bottom side
up, a pyramid upon its apex. The conclusion is put for
the premise, and the premise for the conclusion. Ii is
true that we maintain that the seven last plagues of Rev.
xvi. are all yet in the future; but how have we arrived at
this conclusion and what use do we make of it? One of
the main consideralions which has led us to adopt it, is
that the very first plague takes effect upon those who
receive the mark of the beast and worship his image.-
By many scriptures and chains of argument we are
shown that “the beast,”” the Papacy, has performed its
work, and instituted its mark; that the two-horned beast,
eutirely distiuct from the beast, has arisen, become al-
most fully developed, is performing in part, and prepar-
g to accomplish, the wonders altnbuted to bim; that
he is also preparing to institute an image to the beast,
the Papacy, and enforce 1ts worship; and that the time
for the warning against such worship has cowe, and the
warning is being given. Hence the conclusion, that the
plagues, the first of which falls upon that very class who
reject this warning and perform this worship, are yet iun
the future. ¥rom other reasvus entirely it is demonstra-
ted that the power symbolized by the two-horned beast.
has arisen and is doing its work; and this being once es-
tablished, it fullows as an inevitable conclusion (hat
those plagues which are designed for those who submit
to its unrighteous decrees in defiance of the require-
ments of Heaven, are yet before us. But do we use
this as an argument that the time has come for the
development of this beast? Not at all; for it would
by no means follow from the sumple fact that those
plagues are future, that the present is the geuweration
oxposed to them, and to whom the warning of es-
cape is applicable. But it being shown <that the two-
horned heast, which causes an image to be made, and
enforces its worship, ha~ its application in our own land
and at the present time, the plagues attach themselves
with fearful certainty to this generation, as the cup of
wrath from which they shall surely drink,

As regards the idca that these judgments are in the
past, in addition to the diffieulty, not to say impossihili-
ty, of thus locating this heast and warning niessage, we
know of nothing which ean answer to their fulfillment.

As proof that five of the plagues are already past, and

| dispute at once.

the sixth now being poured out, reference is made to the
declining state of the Ottoman empire, the power upon
which that plague is to be poured. But we cannot re-
gard this as evidence that we have reached that period.
In a receut article on this subject we showed that the in-
troduction of this power in its symbolic form was no
more an objection to the literality of the plagues, than
the introduction of other powers in a similar manner. See
verses 2,9 of Rev. xvi. Neither can the fact that the
empire of the Ottomans is now on the decline, he any
more an olijection to the application of the sixth plague
in the future, than the fact that the spirits of devils are
now abroad performing their wonders. which are said o
go forth under that plague.

Again: We showed in the article alluded ta, that the
time for the commencement of the outpouring of these
judgments was at the close of the -ministration in the
beavenly Sanctuary. Rev.xv,8, And we have a clue
to the time of their continuance in the fact that it syn-
chronizes with the “day of vengance,” which is in the
heart of Him wha is mighty to save, when the year of
his redegmed cames. Tsa. lxiii, 5 This period is alsa in
another place called a day: Rev. xviii, 8, « Therefore
shall her plagues come in one day, death and mowing
and famine, &e.  As itis impossible that famine shaunld
come 1 a literal day of twenty-four hours, the express-
jon must he symbalic, denoting a year.

With this view of the continuanee of the time of these
plagues, (and we submit 1o the Bible student if it be not
a just une) we see that they cannot be centuries in their
accvmphshment.  As the spitits of devils are now pre-
paring for the part they are then to act, so the Ottoman
empire will be brought into that condition, and sustain
that relation Lo the powers around it, that under the sixth
plague, the waters thereof will be dried up—the work
fully and completely accomplished; and by that drying
up the way of the kings of the East will be prepared

« We take it** says the Ezamner, there *is no grouud
for dispute, that this is the « two-horned beast, and the
image’ which it made.”
such a position as this, will find that there is ground for
The simple exprescion «the beast”
never means the “ two-horned beast,”? either in chap. xiii,
or anywhere else in the Revelation, but refers invariably
to the beast of chap. xiii, 1. which nearly all agree in
applying to the Papacy. Tha <“two-horned beast” is
first inthoduced in Rev, xiii, by the expression «another
henst,”” and is ever after in that chapter represented by
the pronoun he; and it is nat again referred to in that
book under the term, beast. Tlus distinction should
never be lost sight of. « The beast”’ never means the
beast with two horns like a lamb, This two-horned
beast has no mark of ils own, and receives no worship,
only as it canses people to receive the mark of the first
beast. and to worship that beast or the image whrel it
makes to it. This distinetion the Ezaminer appears ta
have overlooked entirely; and this has led it to the
wisapprehension we rre now sonsidering, and others to

e naticed hereafter, It contirues:

“ Again, us it is net preterded by the writers of whom
we speak, that this gorern Las yetaltained thoe pow-
er to “cause that as maey onld yot worship the im-
age of the beast should oe killed,”” ar that it bas yet
made such a law, or proclamation, it follows, if the two-
horned heast is the symbol of this government, the fime
of the Third Angel’s Message, Rev. xiv, has not yct ar-
vived; hecause that angel praclaims, « If any man wor-
ship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in bis
forebead or in bis hand.” &e. This clearly shows that that
beast and his image were in actual existence, and acting
Lo put these men to death who would not obey the man-
dates, when the Third Angel begins his message; hence
this government cannot be the two-horned beast; or else,
the Third Angel’s Messuge has not yet commenced.”

Tbis is one of the strongess objections to the view that
the Third Angel’s Message is now being given. It is
perhaps most used by our opponents, and is, in the press
ent case forcibly stated. Let us look at it. Because the
image to the beast is not yet made, and the decree put
forth to enforce its worship, thefore the time has not
come for the warmng of the Third Angel. This is the
objection. But bow far have matters progressed, and
what events are fulfilled? 1st, “'he beast bas arisen,
2d. He has exalted himself, and thought to change times
and laws, and in s0 doing has given to the christian
world an institution to which if men.bow after learning
the requirements of Jehovah, they worship the beast
and receive ltis mark. 3d. The two-horned beast which
is “ another beast ** and does wouders in the sight of the
first beast, which is to make an image to this beast, and
enforce its worship under penalty of death, has also
arisen. He is in a state of fast perfecting development

before us; and be is to the apprehension ot every careful-

Whoever would have us take.

1y observant mind, preparing to accomplish specdily the
work assigned bim. In fact the forces of the cuemy are
all in motion and fast marshaling for the corning conflict.
Now shall God wait till they pitch battle before e be-
gins to prepare his people? No! and in this response
must every one join who has due regard to propriety in
the fulfillmentof prophecy. Let the warning go forth!
Let men be apprised of the issue they are to meet! Let
them decide understandingly whether they will bow to
the authority of men, or to the autharity of God;ard then
reap their reward aceording to their own decision! As well
might the pmphet Zechariah have held his peace, and
not warned the Jews in eaptivity to flee from Babylon
till Darius was demolishing its palaces, or the Christiaus
not have been warned to flee from Jerusalem till the
soldiers of Titus were pouring in through its battered
gates, as that no warning should be given against the
worship of the beast or his irage, till its institutors were
established in power, and the death penalty affixed to ev-
ery violation. Verily it js time that the warning go
furtle, and that tbose who hear should heed-it,

« Further. A portion of those who maiutain thisgov-
ernment is symbolized by this beast. tell we, hat ¢ Sun-
duy keeping’ is the * mark’ of the two-horned beast: that
is, 3t has substituted the first day of the week for the
seventh, thereby ¢ changing the Lord’s Sabbath for the
Pope’s Sunday.’

This is one of those misapprehensions ahove referred

to. Sunday keeping is nut the mark of the two-horned
beast, We sce not how such an idea could be gathered

from any of our writings, as a people, on this suhject.
The wark is the m ok of tke heast; and the beast is Pa-
paey. The two-horned teast has no mark of its own.

“ But again.  The advoeates of the view we are notice-
ing, eall Sunday «the Pope’s Sunday:’ then if Sunday
keeping i~ the mark of the beast, the Pope must be the
two-horned beast, for the mark—wlatever it is—is “the
mark of the beast;” it belongs to him, and s not some-
thiug he has adopted for another. The image may be
adopted; but the mark is that of ibe beast himself—of
his own invention, and {a' Ajar to him: so t)mt}if Suon-
day keeping is the maul, und the Pope is its diventor,
it fullows, inevitably, that he is symholized hy the two-
horned beast, and not the United States government,”

Singular indeed is such an exposition as this. Hsnain
spring, as the reader wall perceive hes in the mistake
already woticed, of considering the mark, the mark of
the two-horned beast, whereas it is the wark aof “the
beast,” the Papacy, and is an jnstitution yet to be en-
foreeg by the two-harned beast. 1he Ezaminer conclu-
des as follows:

¢ While we do nat affirm that Popery, in any of its
forms, is symbolized by the two-horned heast, we give
it as an opinijon that some of its phases seem most Tike-
ly to beintended by that beast, and that it is many years
in the past. Inthe 12th, 13th and l4th centunes hy
the cdicts of Popery it was death for any man to read
the Seriptercs in their own tongue. During that period,
ar near thereto, in our opinion, came np the two-horned
beast, and acted out its prophetical character: and more
than ten years since we became satisied, that so far as
certainty ean be arrived at, Luther and lis eoadjutors
fulfilled the proplietic work of the threeangels, Rev. xiv;
and whoever will read the lstory of those men, with
an unbiased nund, itseems to us, counot fail ta see that
this s the troe view of (he subjeet.  Luther and those
who labored with hiin emplayed almost the exact words
of the prophecy in bringing out the Scriptures to the
pevple, and iu their denanciations of Popery. Bure wes
are, that nothing has vecerred in this century that ean
hear any comparison, as to a fulfillment, with the work
of Luther and bis cvadjutors.  And that wok harmoniz-
es not only with the prophecy under consideration, but
it biings the scven last glaaues in their proper place;
six of which, to onr mind, arc clearly in the past.

“ We might present ovther reasons for rejecting the
theory that the United States’ government is symbolized
by the two-horned heast; hut we feel averse to protract-
ing remarks on the subject, and do not sec how any re-
ﬂecting persui can think to maintain such a position,
which, to us, seens so elearly without fouudaiion. If
we are asked, what position in propheey we think the
United States has? we answer, that of a ¢styong nation
-afar off which the Lord will yet ‘rebuke’ See M-
cah iv, 3. All the symholical beasts, in our judgment,
are located on the old Rowan Teritory, and can be
found no where else.”

We have wot introduced this lengthy extract for any
argument that it contains, but simply to call attention to
N . - . .
a few faets which must be, and can easily be, settled in
regard to the two-horned beast. TFacts are firm things.
We love to find thewn in an argumeunt; for we can walk

right out upon them without fear of falling.

First, then, it isa fact that the two-horned beast is
another and « distinct beast from the seven-beaded und
ten-horned beast first mentioned in Rev. xiii. It is dis-
tinctly called another beast, it rises from anather localitys
namely from the earth, whereas the first beast rose from
the sea; and it does wonders before, that js 1 the sight

of, in presence of, the first beast. Having once fixed thiy

P — 5
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fact firmly in mind, there is no danger of yunning into
the fog by confounding it with the Papacy in any of its
« forms’? or #  hases.”?

Keeond, it is a fuct, that the bwo-horned beast is not lo-
cated upon the territory occupied hy the Papal beast, or
any of its horns; for it is, as we have seen, a distinet
beast, and two distinet beasts cannot occupy the same
territory at the same time, There is no danger of onr
running into the dark on this paint.

Third, it is a fact, that the time of the rise of the two-
horned beast, or when it is first introduced as coming up
is definitely pointed out; namely when the first benst
reocived a deadly wound, or was led into captivity,
which was, as all history on the pomt will tesiifiy, on
the 10th of February, 1798,

We eare not here to mention moreof the nurserons and
plain specifications wlieh attach themselves to this subject
The three we have touched upon hold an important part
in its investigation. We think they are clearly estab-
lished and deeisive. Perhaps these are included in the
« much that is plausible,’”” which the Eraminer admits is
urged in favor of this view. We had been glad if it had
touched upon these, and many others that might be men-
tioned, and, if they are nat tenable, show their fallacy.
We are confident they will stand the test of the most
rigid eriticisi; and we see not how any one in view of
them ean go back for the twa-horned beast eenturies be-
fore the time when John saw it coming up; or look for it
in tervitory already occupied by another power, or mis-
take it for a heast which muintains o separate existenc:
at the same tiine.  Tlere is no necessity, we hardly sce
haw there is a possibility, of muking so mistakeu an ap-
plication,  Nor need we go back to the time of Luther
and Niis coadjutors for the fulfithment of the angels’ mes-
sages, wd ighore the mighty move that has taken place
on thie Advent doetrine, not in this couutry ouly, nur in
Jsurope anly, but throughout the world, within the Jast
twenty years.  We apprehend that no age has sustamed
a greater burden of prophetic fulfitiment thau the pres-
ent, and that no scenes have \r:mspiretl in carll’s dra-
nt, ore important than thuse now  transpiring araund
us, May we nut shut vur eyes to them, but view them
in the light of prophecy and revelation, and prepare our-
gelves for the coming issue.

— e m— -
SARBATH.KEEPERS CHILDREN.

Wuoar ean be douc for our ehildren? There is no use
in coneraliug the fact, that but a small portian of the
children of Sabbath-keepers are forming characters for
cternal life in the kingdom of Gud.  While a very few
are advancing, athers are falling back, and many are
pressing their way to ruin.  And what is most alarming,
is the faet that Bible trath, and the means of grace seem
to affect the youlll and children of Sabbuath-keepers less
aud less,  What can e dove for our chikdren? is a per-
jlexing inquiry whicl hascfterr come up. We mnght
pause here and lament, bus this waald noghelp theircon-
dition, Shall we not rather try to point aut some of the
reasaus of the sad state ol things among aur children, in
hope that wlen the cause is removed, by the grace of
Gud through our Lprd Jesus Christ, the effects may
cease. ’

We are introducing a subject of most thrilling interest
to parents and guardians—one on which voluuwes way
well be written—which relates to thew whale duty to
ehildren intrusted tg th/uxr cure from the cradle to man-
We can only introduce it here,
We would first call at-

lipod and wondn=haood.
aud toueh upon a few points.
tentin to the

IMMORALITY OF SCHOOLS. )

A writer iu the Michigan Jowrnal of Education speaks
pointedly and well apou this subjeet  Though probably
nob fmpressed with the trath, shat all that can be done
o save the dear youth aud children of our land must be
done immediately, yet fxom his words, many among us
may gather lessans of the greatest importanee. He
LaySi—

« Much has been smd and written on the subject of
teaching morals in sehools.  laquently have gifted and
good men pleaded that the Word of God and the voice
of Prayer should not be bauished from our common

schools: that the moval uvature of he littie child should |

wot be leli untiaturd while his intellect was wifoldiug
fnto a pewer which no man may control. BMany a
thoughtful parent and eitizen has looked with sadness
and fear upon the evident depravities of the children of
vur public schools, and not a few have chosen ) to incur
the trouble and expense of cducating their children at
bome or in private schools, rather than trust them to the

dreaded countamination. X
« Benevolent aml christian teachers have studied the

means of reformation and many a well considered plan
of mora teachings has been proposed and tried. Bug still
the evil continues unabated, and the public sehool is still
a place of peril to all that is lovely in our little ones.
Nor will any ote be surprised at the obstinacy of the
evil if he will but notice carefully the ordinary character
of the surroundings and exercises of these schools.

« The evil lies not so much in the Jack of proper mor-
al instruction as in the positive immoralities of our
schuol-houses. A deathful, moral miasma lurks in the
air of our public sehool-rooms and school-grounds which
poisons every little heart and renders nugatory every
moral lesson, Go with me to the school-house aund sce.

«Let us pause first here, upon the play-ground. a wide
open space filled with children of both sexes, with no
fence to separate them, and no opportunitics for seclusion.
Listen as some rough, wicked hoy utters, just lond
enough to be heard by a party of little girls near at
hand, some vulgar. obscene word, or indecent jest, or
makes some still nore indecent gesture, and mark the
half suppressed langh and blush of the little girls as
they turn away, while the boys who may have heard it,
langh aloud in shameless glee.

«"I'hat word implanted a terrible stain npoun the purity
of your beloved daughter, my good friend, and gave a
wound to her maiden delicacy which’ you may well de-
plore. Remember that every day of school repeats such
scenes as this. * * * Bt come a little further. Vis-
it the ount-buiidings of the school, ¥ it has any. Look
from the floor and seat to the walls.  See how they are
overwritten with pollution.

“The very scriptures of vice are here. Do you won-
derany longer at the more than brutish uncleanness that
leaves its mark so uuniversally in the private buildings
connected with hotels &e., throughout the land, and tells
so loathsome a tale of American habits? How much of
Bible reading aud prayer and moral teachings will it
take, think you, Lo cfface these lessons of impurity from
the mind of your little son or daughter? * =~ *

*“But let us enter the school-house, pausing first to
mark how ou the door-posts and walls and every where
these seriptures of immorality are written or engraved.
‘The successive generations of the vile ones who are fonnd
mingled in every school, have left here the record of
their progress in vice, and your cherished little daughter
whot you have guarded so carcfully at bome bas these
veeords before her daily, through the long, impressive
years of her school-life, * * *

“But we have not done. Stay here among these
scenes the whole hour the teacher is gone to his dinner,
Wuness the lawless play, the frequent bickerings and
quarrels, the passionate aund abusive words of some, the
daring profanity of others, the vulgar story telling,
the scandal learned in whatever hiome is vilest in the
neighborhved, (and this bowe is not always the home of
the poor,) the unchecked obscenity and vulgarity, and
then say can you trust the child you love and whom you
lLiope to train up to_a pure and hunest life, to such daily
lessons as these. Remeraber that it is the least restrain-
ed and hence the worst children who frequent these
noon-Lime revels; remember too that children are the
most successtul teachiers of children, and that such is the
awful downward gravitation of our natare that evil is
Tearned a hundrod fold casier thau trath; that a child’s
frand may huarl downward a weight that a strong man
cannot lift np again.”

But shall not our children be taught the common
branehes of education? Yes, if it be in our power to
teach them, or have them taught, without sending them

‘

to these sommon nursurics of vice. Let all parents with
the highest sense of their daty do the best they can fo
wive their children a pure education. To take them from
the conmon schools, and let them yun at large with the
children in the streets, is a still greater evil.  “An emp-
ty brain is Satan’s workshop”” It would be far bettery
to send ebildren to our common schools, ag demoralizing
as they are, where their minds may be occupied with
thewr studies during school hours, and where they way
reccive svme good mixed with the bad, than te turn
them out into the streets, where they can get no good,
but Jearn the habits and vices of street siuners, The
young mind wiemployed without moral and religious
training, is almost snre ta be stored with a vietouns edu-
cation,

But both these evils may be remedied. Our children
way be separated from the poisonous influences of both
schou) and street associations, In many locations Sab-
butl keepers canemploy piousand devoted teachers, who,
with the united efforts of parents at hume, can do much
in leading their children in the path of virtue auu boli-
ness. What if it be extraexpense? Will parents push
their dear children into channels of vice, for the suke of
saving a few shillings? God forbid!

Mothers may be the best teachers of their little oves.
Fathers can spend those hours, too aften spent from home
in worse than useless chit-vhat, in teaching their sons and
daughters,  We would plead for the children, thas they,
at least, be taught to read and write the English lau-
guage, and other common branches as far as possible,
provided it can be dope without exposing them to the
corrupting influences of most of our schools.

We as a people hold that it is necessary to separate
ourselves from the world and the fallen churches, lest
their associations becloud our minds and destroy our
faith. This we regard as a seri ptural position, and the
only safe position for christian men and wemen in these
perilous times. God’s word has required Christians in
all past time to separate themselves from the world; bat:
how much more is this the duty of Christians in this
corrupt age. If thas be our duty, then we have a duty to
do in this respeet to our children. Shall we come ont of
Babylon, and leave our children behind? Shall we send
them where is seen the boldest imprint of the filling
up of the cup of her fury? Takecare brother, sister, lest
you call down upon your own heads, the displeasure of
God, and the blood of your children. Separate your
children from the world. Like I-rael, gather them into
your dwellings, and strike your door-posts with blood,
for the destroying angels will soon be on their way, to
“slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little chil-
dren, and women: but come not near avy man apon
whom is the mark.”

Bug the evils among our youth and children do not
all arise from the bad influences of schools. There are
home evils, some of them as bad as those found at schools.
Many children, especially small children, are indulged
above measure.

Perhaps they are not cotrected when they should
be, or, if corrected at all, it is doue in impatience, and
in passion, so that the same spirit that moves the hand
is whipped into the child. Such children grow up au-
stbdued, self-willed, and passionate. These evils follow
wany all the way up to manhood, and if they try to be
Christians, their christian walk all throngh life is crook-
ed now and then by stubbornness, passion and self-will,

True piety, is a lovely and delicate personage. She
never dwells with a family where passion is manifested
by parents or ehildren. How preposterous to sappose
that the Holy Spirit will come down and dwell ina fam-
ily where human passion juspired by Satan reigos.

Our object isreform  Gur business is to teach
and correct error and wrong.

truth
) Aud it beeomes our pain-
ful (lufy to introduce subjects of an unpleasaut nature.
But duty muss be performed, however much it may be
agaiust our natural inclinations.

There are loose habits in some families which sow the
seeds of vice in very young winds, We enter their slecp-
ing-rooms and here are sometimes parents and half-
grown cluldren ocoupying the same rooms; or, what is
commou, boys and girls sleeping in the same rooms, and
sometimes by their own mothers put in the same beds.
What is considered a suitable excuse for so doing, is that
occasional visitors flll all the other beds in the louse,
henee the cbildren of both sexes are huddied together
Like so many young swine. Here in all probability were
the first temptations, and the first black staius upon the
pure young heart which finally resulted in breaking the
seventh commandiuent. O, how carcful parents should
be m all their aets, and how chaste in all their conversa-
tion, lest they carelessly stain the minds of their inuocent
ones.  Some parents iustead of rebuking a visiting and
courting spiritin their childven at the age of fiftecn or
sixteen years, meet it with a poisonous joke, giving the
idea that such things are very smart, and all right.  We
might here meution premature and improper marriages,
and their consequent evil results, but space and time
would fail us. Let parents do their duly in season and
they are prevented.

Some regard the childish feelings of their children in
regard to marriage, eveu at the age of fifteen, as though
it were so deep love that it would ruiu them to iffterfere
with therr arrangements.  Who, that has seen much of
this world, bas not been disgusied with these things?

The manner in which the holy institution of marriage
is abused, 15 one of the damuing sins of this age. As it
was inthe days of Woah, so shall it be in the last gener-
ation, at the coming of vhe Son of mwan, ¢ For as in vhe
days that were before the flood, they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giwen fn marriage,”” &e. 1t was
not sin to eat food convenient to sustain nature in the
days of Noah, neither is it now; but glattouness is no
less a sin now than then.

Iy was wo sin to marry from pure motives in the days

of Noah; veither is marriage wrong now with the fear of ’

God and hi~ glory in view.

The great sin of the iuhabitants of the old world which
called down apon them the waters of the flood, is stated
thus— And it came to pass, when men began to malti-
ply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born un-
to them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men
that they were fair, and they took them wives of all
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which they chose. And the Lord said, My Spirit shall
not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh; yet
his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.”” Gen.
¥i, 14

«And they took them wives”’—No fault could be found
with proper marriages at that time. Theun where was the
sin? Ths next clause expresses it—

«Of all which they chose.”” Their choice ruled ever.
God, and his glory were not thought of, even in this event
on which most depends in human life. « The steps of a
good man are ordered by the Lord.”> There was no seek-
ing unto him for direction. No waiting for the direction
of his providence. But they took them wives as they
chose.’

We need only to add, that the above is a perfect rep-
resentation of the present time in respect to marriage.
And wherever is the greatest light, and the highest pro-
fessions of faith in Christ’s scon coming and of consecra-
tion of all to the cause of present truth, there lies the
greatest sin in this respect.

There are weighty considerations, whichmay be urged
against believers in the soon coming of Christ contract-
ing marriage while standing upon the last crumbling
sands of time, which have not existed in past ages; yet
there are doubtless cases where marriage betters the
condition of both parties, and enables them better to act
a part in the cause of truth. Marrying at a proper age,
under proper circumstances is generally a blessing; but
in many cases among us it proves the cause of backslid-
ing from Ged, and renders many, who otherwise might
be a blessing, of no use to the cause.

We have undertaken the unpleasant task of pointing
out evils to which many of the children of Sabbath-keep-
ers are exposed, from a sense of duty. What we have
stated we believe to be true, and we hope that all consci-
entious parents will ponder well these evils, and if they
exist in any degree in their famihies, they will make vig-
orous efforts to remove them. Let this be imprinted in
every heart, in every family, from the oldest to the
youngest, “ Thou God seest me » i w.

{To be Continued.)
SONNET.
Isa. zi.—The peaceable kingdom,

Heag ye the music of that golden lyre,

That whispers of a time when wars shall cease;

When holy visions shall the soul inspire,

And Jesus reign, exalted Prince of Peace?

Celestial epoch in the flight of years]

Ye bours of sacred bliss, roll onl roll on!

No clouds of sorrow shall obsure the dawn

Of glory, that will flood this vale of tears:

But love will bloom upon the tyrant’s rod,

And earth no more hy sin and death be trod—

Anthems of praise attune the gentle gales;

Blossoms, exhaling insense from the sod,

Like little altars, shall adoru the vales:

While mountains sparkle in the smiles of God.
[Am. Presb,

————————
DIVINE PROTECTION.

Is thy path lonely? fear it not, for He

Who marks the sparrow’s fall, is guarding thee;

And not a star shines o’er thy head at night,

But-He hath known that it will reach thy sight;

And not a joy can beautify thy lot,

But tells thee still, that thou art unforgot;

Nay, not a grief ean darken or surprise,

Swell in thy heart, or dim with tears thine eyes,
. But it is sent in mercy and in love,

To bid thy helplessness seek strength above.

MEEKNESS,

“ Now the wan Moses was very meﬁk, above all
the men which were upon the face”of the earth.”
Noum. xii; 3. In this short sentence we have the se-
cret of the success of this favored servant of God, and
undonbtedly it was written for our admonition and
good. By an examination of the sacred Word we
learn that meekness is a characteristic of the Chris-
tisn, and that great hlessings are promised to those
that practice this virtue. In the Word we read, The
Lord taketh pleasure in his people, he will beautify
the meek with salvation. But men in this age of tbe
world have Jost sight of this virtue, and do not ap-
preciate the promise given to those who practice it ;
yet some men, and especially the popular preachers
of the day, when they find some honest soul is about
to turn their feet away from the Sabbath of the Lord
our God, urge meekness as a last resort to detain

them from obeying the Lord.

certain occagion, finding that a part of his flock had
resolved to obey God by keeping all of his Command-
ments and the Faith of Jesus, determined to save
them from the delusion of keeping at least the fourth
command. Accordingly he with one of his brethren
repaired to the house of an aged brother and sister
who had but a little while previous emhraced the
faith. Here finding that the proof was lacking on
his part, he reproved them for their lack of humility.
Said he, You should have more regard for the feel-
ings of your hrethren. The course that you have ta-
ken is causing confusion in the church, and if youare
keeping the seventh day you should keep the first
day also, and not let it be known to the world, that
you are keeping the Sabhath., This man was of the
class that think one seventh part of time is all that
the fourth commandment requires; but it appears
that he did not see that he would have them keep
two sevenths of time instead of one. During his con-
versation with these servants of God, he said to the
sister, You should have consulted with the church he-
fore taking the step you have. If you had done so,
and had not embraced the seventh-day Sabbath until
I received the work of a learned man, that i have sent
for, you might have been enabled to see that the sev-
enth-day Sabbath has no claims on us. 1s man any
higher authority than God? was the mneek reply of
the sister. The minister went away confounded ; for
he well knew there is no authority in the Scriptures
for kecping the first day of the week for the Sabbath,
as I have since heard him acknowledge.

How great, thought I, is the power of meekness.
This preacher would have been glad if this sister had
been meek enough to obey the traditions of men, rath-
er than the commands of God; but God says that his
servant Moses was not 80, but was faithful in all his
house. Num. xii, 7. Though Moses was called from
keeping the flocks of Jethro in the plains of Midian
to lead God’s peopte, two witlions in number, through
the Red Sea, and through the wilderness forty years,
and was permitted to behold the glory of God as he
descended upon mount Sinai, aud was permitted to
talk with the Lord as it were mouth to wouth, and
to behold the similitude of the Lord, [Num. xji,8. ] yet
was he the meekest man upon the face of the whole
earth, and was faithful in all the Lord’s house,

There is not an instanee left in the sacred record
of his ever teaching the traditions of learned men, in-
stead of the commauds of God ; hut he does teach us
to * know thercfore that the Lord thy God, heis God,
the faithful God, which kecpeth covenant and mercy
with thein that love hum and keep his eommandwments
to a thousand generatious.” Deut. vii, 9. Neither
did he teach that the seventh part of time was all
that God required to be kept. Search the first five
books of the Bible through, and there cannot be a
place found where be taught such an idea. Take the
book of Genesis, and we find that God mads the world
and all that is in it in six days and rested on the sev-
enth. Moses does not say that God rested on the sev-
enth part of time, which was the first day of the
week, and then worked the remaining six sevenths of
the week, but that he first worked six days and then
rested the seventh dzy. Gen. ii; 2, 3. But this is
notall. God blessed iz seventh day and sanctified
it, because that in it L~ kad ¢usted from all the work
which he had created and inade. Sanctify, according
to Webster, is to separatn, io set apart, or appoint to
a holy, sacred, or religious use. Then, according to
Moses, God set apart the seventh day for a sacred
use. Butsays one, who was to use the seventh day?
God or man? Man, So says the Saviour. * The
Sabbath was made for maun.” Mark ii, 27,

We next turn to Exodus. In chap. xvi, Moses
tells us that the people rested on the seventh day.
This was about two weeks Lefore the children of Is-
rael came to mount Sinai. We next turn to chap.
xxxi, 13, Here we have the testinony recorded by
Moses. “ Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep, forit 1s
a sign between me and you throughout your genera-
tions, that ye may know that |1 am the Lord thas
doth sanctify you. Verse 16. Wherefore the chil-
dren of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the
Sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual
covenant. The definition of perpetual, as given by
Webster is, never ceasing, continuing forever in fu-
ture time, destined to be eterual, as, a perpetual cov-
enant, everlasting, endless. Then, according to the
testimony of the Lord as recorded by Moses, the Sab-
bath is an eternal, or unending covenant, Six days
shall work be done, but the seventh is the Sabbath of
rest, an holy convocation. ye shall do no work there-
in; it is the Sabbath of the Lord in all your dwell-
ings. Lev. xxiii, 3. And while the children of Israel
wete in the wilderness, they found a man that gath-
ered sticks upon the Sabbath-day, and they that found

him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses and
Aaron, and unto all the congregation, and they put

I once knew a preacher of this class, who upon a ! him in ward, becauseit was not derlared what shiould

be done to him. And the Lord said unto Moses, The
man shall be surely put to death, all the congrega-
tion shall stone him with stones without the camp.
Num. xv, 32, 35.

Let us analize this testimony and see what it proves.
According to our seventh-part-of-time friends it would
read like this, And while the children of Israel were
in the wilderness, they found 2 man that gathered
sticks upon the seventh part of time. IHow does this
sound 72 Tt sounds well enough, says one. Let us
examine it and see. First. let me ask, why was the
man stoned to death? Says one, because he gather-
ed stieks on the seventh part of time. T do not so
understand it. Says one, how then do you under-
stand it? I will tell you. [t was becanse that he
worked seven seventh parts of time, that he was ston-
ed. True, the seventh day is the seventh part of
time, unless some days are lengthencd, as one was at
the time that Joshua commanded the sun to stand
still. When the Lord had finished the work of crea-
tion, and rested on the Sabbath, he gave man the
privilege of working six seventh parts®f time, and
commanded him to rest one seventh part of time,
according to the reasoning of those that oppese the
Sabbath of the Lord. Of such I would ask, Which
senenth part of time did God hless? Was it the
first seventh part, or the fourth seventh part. or the
sixth seventh part, or no one in particular 2 No ouc
in particular, says one. Then [ ask, How eould God
command that the man that gathered sticks should
be punished, since by your reasening, if the man had
worked twelve days and rested two, or worked cight-
cen and rested three days, it would have been just as
well. He could not, says one. Well then. which
way will you have it? Yon answer. he blessed some
particular seventh part of time. Well, whichseventh
part of time. I do not kuow, you reply. I will tell
you. It was the seventh seventh part of time. and it
falls on the seventh day of the week. First. Be-
cause that God rested from the work which he had
made. Second. He could not rest from any work
before he had eommenced it. We will now pass to
Deut. v, 13. Six days shalt thou labor and do all
thy work, but the seventh is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God; in it thon shalt not do any work, &e.

Theve is still other testimony in the five books, that
was penned by this humble man of God, but we will
pass to notice the testimeny of another noted person-
age, who at a later period in the histury of the world
showed himstif to be no less humble than his prede-
dessor, whom the Lord said he should be like unto.
“ Who being in the form of God, thought it not rob-
bery te be equal with God, but made himself of no
repntation, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likencss of men, and being found
in fashion as a man he humbled himself. and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil. ii, 6-8.

The first testimony of this witness is found in Matt.
v, 17,18. Think not that I ain come to destroy the
law, or the prophets, [ am not come to destroy, but
to fulfilt; for verily 1 say unto you, till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 1n no wisc pass
frow the law till all be fulfilled. All has not yet
been fulfilled, for [saiah prophesied of a new heaven
and a new carth; consequently not one jot or one
tittle has yet passed from the law.

_Again in Matt. xxiv, 20, where this witness wag
giving directions to his disciples about fleeing from
Je:rusalem, when they saw it encompassed with ar-
mies, he gave an important testimony, which to suit
the theory of our seventh-part-of-time friends wouid
read thus: * But pray ye that your flight be not in
the Wiater, neither on the seventh part of time. What
would this amount to? Why, says one, if their
prayer was answered they would not flee at all.
Would this answer meet the instructions of the Sa-
viour? For my part I do not think it would; for
the reason that in verse 16 we read, Then let them
which be in Judea flee into the mountains. OQur Sa-
viour never was inconsistent in his iustructions ; hencs
we conclude that our Saviour in loking down tho vis-
ta of time nearly 40 years this side of hiscrucifixion,
clearly recognized and poiuted ont to his disciples the
seventh-day Sabbath, which was then universally ae-
knowledged by all that professed to serve the God
that gave the Sabbath. Let all remember the words
of David: The meek will he gnide in judgment, and
the meek will he teach his way. Al the ways of
the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his
covenant and his testimonies.” Ps. xxv, 9,10. Let
all remember the promise that the meek shall inherit
the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abun-
dance of peace. Ps. xxxvii, 11.

Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth,
which have wrought his judgment, seek right-
eougness, (1. e. seek to do right,) seek meekaness, it
may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s fierce
anger, Zeph. ii, 3. The meek also shall increase




rejoice in the holy one of Isracl.

3 Isa. xxix, 19.

O for that meekness that will enable its possessor
to be faithful in the Lord’s house, obeying all of his
righteous commands ; for by the keeping of God's
rommands we shall have right to partake of the fruit
of the tree of life and enter in through the gates of

the city of our God. J. T. Cask.

THE WAY T0 EFERNAL LIFE,
As Pointed Out by the Son of God.

More than eighteen handred years ago, when Je-
sus was on earth, going about doing good, relieving
suflerers and teaching the way to life eternal, a
young man came to him, aud from the reading of the
record, we learn that he was greatly troubled ahout
oune thing ; viz., how he could obtain eternal life. In
this troubled state of mind he approaches the Son of
God, knowing that he taught the way thither, and
addressed himself to the great Teacher thus: * Good
Master, what good thing shall I do that I may have
eternal life 7 Matt. xix. 16. “And he (Jesus) said
anto him, Why eallest thow me good ? there is none
good but one, that is God: “ but, (here comes the
answer to the young man’s question, mark it
well, reader, for it points the way to eternal life,)
if thou wilt enter into Jife, keep the commandments.”
Here the way is pointed out, and the way-faring man
though a fool need not err thercin, Here are the
conditions laid duwn by the Son of God himself, a
faithful observance of which, will secure to you this
first of all blessings from which all others flow.

But you agk., What are the commandments? They
are thosc of which the following, as quoted by the
Son of God to the young man, are a part. * Thou
shalt do nc murder,  Thou shalt not commit adulte-
ry. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear false
witness, Honor thy father and thy mothér; and,
Thou shatt love thy neighboras thyself.” These, be-
ing the last written by the finger of God on the ta-
bles of stone. [ Deut. iv. 13.] point out to us our du-
Ly to our fellow-men, and the first four which our
Saviour omitted to quote point out our duty to God
as our Creator and Preserver, the fourth of which
says,  Thoe seventh day (not the first) is the Sabbath
of the'Lord thy God.” By this you see that God
claims the seveuth day of each succeeding week as
his Sabbath or Rest-day, and no other. Ilence we
conclude, and we think justly, that the first-dny Sab-
bath, so called, 18 a counterfeit, and betongs to, and
is claimed by, the Mau of Sin, (Papacy,) the son of
perdition, |2 Thess, ii. 3, 4,] and to no one else; in proof
of which sce Dr. Butler’s and Challoner’s Cath-
olic Catechising, also extracts taken from these and
other Qatholic works published at the feview Office.
and also the following. Sozoman in his Kcclesiasti-
cal History, B. T, C. 8, say s, ** He (Constantine) also
made a law that on the dominical day which the He-
brews call the first of the week, the Greeks the day
of the san, and also on the day of Venus, i. e., Fri-
day, judgments should not be given, or other business
transacted ; but that all shonld worship God with
prayer and supplications, and venerate the dominical
day, as ou it Christ rose from the dead and the day
of Venus as the day on which he was fixed to the
cross,  Dr. Chambers says, ** It was Constantine the
areat who first made a law for the obgervance of Sun-
day, and who, according to Ipscbiug, appointed that
it should be regutarly celebrated thronghout the Ro-
man cmpire. Before him, and even in his time, they
observed the Jewish Sabbath as well as Sunday.”
He addy, “Indeed, sowe are of the opiuion that the
Lord’s day wentioned in the Apocalypse is our Sun-
Hay which they will have to have heen so carly in-
stituted.” - By Constantine’s laws, made in 321 1t
was deereed thator the future the Sunday shonld be
kept a day of rest in nll the cities and towns, but he
allowed the country people to lollow their work, 1In
538 Lhe council of Orleans prohibited this conntry
Jabur.” By this you sce that Constantine the great
made the first law for Sunday-keeping, and not God;
hence you see it is a tradition of men, and thuse who
ubserve it are vain worshipers,  Mark vii, 7. ~How-
beit in vain do they worship me teaching for doc-
trnes the commanaments of men.”

Dear reader, pardon for th's simple digression. We

will now return to the subject., The fourth eom-
mandiment, which sayxs,  The seventh day is the Sab-
hath of the Lord thy God.”? 1s a part of that law of

which David speaks as follows, | Ps. exix, 151, 152,
160, ) = Thou art near, O Lord, and all (uot nine
tenths) of thy cowmmandments ave truth, Concern-
ing thy tegtimpnics, 1 have known of old that thou
hast. founded them torever. Thy word is true from
the begmning. and every one of thy righteous judg-
wents endureth forever.” The Jaw of the Lord is
perfect, theréfore to alter it would be to make it im-
perfect. 'L'he statutes of the Locd are right, rjuicing

the heart, the commandment of the Lord is pure, en-
ightening the eyes. Moreover, by them is thy ser-
vant warned, and in keeping them there is great re-
ward. Ps. xix, 7, 8, 11. God himself says by the
mouth of the same prophet, My covenant (the tables
of the covenant, the ten commandmeants, Ex. xxxiv,
27, 285 Deat. iv, 13; ix, 11, 15,) will T not break,
nor alter the thing that 1s gone cut of my Hps.” Ps,
Ixxxix. 3¢. The Lord himself spake with an audible
voice the words of the ten commandments in the pres-
ence of the assembled hosts of Israel on mount Sinai.
See Ex. xx. 1-17. And God spake all these words,
saying, &. Then followed the ten commandments.
See also Deut. v, 22; iv, 13. These commandments
he says “I will wmot break nor alter ;” therefore, dear
reader, if you would enter into life you must keep
the seventh day and not the first of each week as the
Sabhath of the Lord thy God.

Will you who keep the first day of the week for
the Sabbath, and every week trample upon God’s ho-
ly sanetified day of rest, and teach others, both by
precept and example to do the same, remember that
you are hedging up the way which Jesuns the Son of
God says leads to eternal Jife? Can you whilst per-
sisting in such a course as this expect ever to inhertt
eternal life? or do you expect to get it some other
way that the Son of God knew not of ? If you do, I
fear your hopes will perish. I would say, hedge up
the way no longer, but step into the gap and be called
a * repairer of the breach, a restorer of paths to dwell
in, This you can be. Isa. lviii, 12, 13. Choose
ye this day whom ye will serve; if God be God.serve
him ; if Baal, serve him; for ye cannot serve two
masters, Again says Jesus, And I kuow that his
(God’s) commandment is life everlasting. John xii,
52. Blessed are they that do his commandments
that they may have right to the tree of life and may
enter in through the gates into the city. Rev. xxii,
14. Says Paul, It is written. Eye hath not seen nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man
the things which God hath prepared for them that
love him. 1 Cor, xi 9. How are we to know that
we love God? The inspired penman tells us, For
this is the love of God that we keep his command-
ments, and his commandments are not grievons. By
this we know that we love the children of God (also)
when we love God and keep his commandments. 1
John v, 2, 8. This test is sure, it is infallible. By
it we may know whether we love God and his chil-
dren as we ought. If we Jove him we show it by
obeying him in keeping his ccmmandments, and his
commandment is life everlasting. Remember the
Sabbath-day to keep it holy, the seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God. Here is the patience
of the saints: here are they that keep the commmand-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus. Rev. xiv, 12,
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter, Fear
God and keep his commandments for this is the whole
duty of man. Eeel. xii, 13.

Dear reader, I will now leave the subject with you
hoping 1hat you and I may be profited by the teacti-
ings of the word of God, for says Jesus, *Thy word

is truth.”  Jobn xvii, 17,
J. M. McLELLAN,
Hastings, Mich., July 19th, 1857,

LETTERS.

1’1‘}\,&;&:)' that fearod the Lord spake often one to another.’””

From Sister Sanford.

Dear Brerareny anp Sisters: As I read the
heart-cheering letters from some of you it refreshes
wy heart, and ¥ am led to inquire. Why do not more
of the remnant speak through our medium of com-
munication, the Review, for the comfort and encour-
agement of each other us we tread the thorny path
toward the holy City. True we have the Word giv-
en by inspiration of God, which is profitable for doc-
trine. for reproof, for correction. and instruction in
righteousness. that the man of God may be perfic,
thoroughly furnished wto all good works, [2 Tim.
iii, 16, 17.] and ave allowed to peruse it at our leis-

ure ; still to hear from those who are striving for the’

kingdom encourages us to press forward on our way.
a0d bear the trials that we meet with patience. 1 do
feel like selling all that I have that I may buy the
gold tried in the five, and the white raiment, and I
desire to anoint my eyes with eye-salve that [ may
see what (od requires of me. 1 do desire to so live
that I may be duly gnided by the Spirit of God to
do all things that he requires of wme. 1 think that
some of the chureh here at tast are beginning to do
what we have lony talked of doing, to be zealous and
repeat. O that the people of God may arise and put
on the garments of righteonsness and begin to shine
as lights n the world, O that the jars, and conten-
tions, and trials, that tear and distract the church of
Giod were all done away, and that true charity would
tuke possession of each beart.
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Dear brethren and sisters, is it not the want of this
lovely trait of the Christian character in the heart,
that makes us so often distrust the sincerity and hen-
esty of our brethren or sisters. and that robs us of
that brotherly love that we ought to have for each
other? O that we may examine our own hearts and
learn to look at our true Pattern stead of looking
at each other. I want to be sanctified through the
truth, and by obeying the Commandments of God
and Faith of Jesus. ELViRA SANFORD.
Green Vale, Ills, Aug. 11th, 1857,

From Sister Rice.

DEesr BreTaren: Did I have any way aside from
the pen and the press to converse with you, gladly
would I embrace it ; but as I havenot, I feel it a du-
ty and a privilege to cast in my testimony on the
side of present truth. Two years have now pasred
since I met with those who were looking for that
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour, but my faith has not faltered,
but rather increased in the truths we advocate. I
can say like one of old that whereas I was once blind,
now 1 see. Can I ever disbelieve the truth of the
Sabbath, or immortality through Christ 2 No, nev-
er, while I believe the Bible is the revealed will of
God. Can I believe the seven churches passed away
and all that was revealed concerning them had anend
years ago ? I cannot while all other sevens seem to
come in consecutive order. Can I believe that Christ
will come as & thief in the night to hig church ? Not
while I believe it is our duty to wateh as well as pray
—and my desire is that my life may correspond with
my faith, I do want that faith which works by love
and purifies the heart. I want the testimony that I
please God. and then I ean feel that Ishall soon meet
you in our Father's kingdom.

Igreatly desire that some preaching brethren should
come this way, and the people be constrained to hear
the truth as it is in Jesus. Let us speak to each oth-
er oftener through the Review, and hive 50 as to meet
at the resurrection of the jvest.

Your sister waiting for the redemption of Israel.

Corneria Rice.

Folsomdale, Pa., July 3lst,, 1857,

From Sister Pierce.

Bro, Smitu: Y wish to say to you that T am, 1
trast, still striving to keep all the Commandments of
God and the Faith of Jesus. The present truth nev-
er looked so precious to me as within a few weeks
past, I do desire to walk init fully. When the tes-
timony to the Laodiceans first came out Jast Fall, I
felt as thoagh it met my case, and tried to heed it by
a zealous rcpentance according to the admonition of
the blessed Jesus, but I did not let it have that thor-
ough, lasting effect upon me that it ought ‘to have
had. and I again grew rather stupid ; but for a few
weeks I have felt more fully the weight of that mes-
sage, and I do feel deternuned to try and be among
those that will overcome,

1 have thought much of late what precious prom-
ises theye are to those that overcome, T seews there
is & great deal of meaning to that word, or it would
not be so often repeated in the holy Bible. He that
overcometh shall eat of the tree of life that is in the
midst of the paradise of God. O I long to taste of
the blessed fruit of that tree. whose leaves are for the
healing of the nations. I do feel as though I must
be among those that enter through the gates into the
city, that glorious, blessed city, where there is no
wmore death, neither sorrow nor crying, for the for-
mer things are passed away. Sometimes I have such
feelings for those around me that are all engaged in
this world, and do not realize that the day of wrath
hasteth greatly, that it seems as though [ mustghave
them sce; but when I try to talk with them they
appear so stupid, and many of them show such enmi-
ty to the trath that my heart aches and 1 weep be-
fore the Lord un their account.

[ do desire very much that some of the brethren
would come this way and hold up the truth to the
people. 1t seemts as though there must be some that
are not wholly joined to idols. My hushand’s father
and myself are ait the Sabbath-keepers there are for
more than twenty wmiles. We sometimes feel very
lonely, and when the holy Sabbatl comes and all
around are engaged in the active business of life, O
how we wish we couid drop in with those that are
wet to-worshipthe great Author of the Sabbath. Dear
brethyen and sisters, you that have the privilege of
meeting together every Sabbath will you remem ber
the lenely ones, and pray for us that we may over-
come all and be prepared ta meet all the loved saints
with the blessed Jesus in their midst in tha,, land
where the wicked ccase from troubling and the wea-
ry ave at rest. O I long to be there. [ do feel that
it is mueh better to suifer afflictions with the people

of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea-
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son. May the Lord help us to have our lamps trim-
med and burnivg brightly amid the surrounding dark-
ness.
Your unwarthy sister striving for life.
Mavrinoa B. Pierce.
Andover, 7t, July 27th, 1857,

From Bro. Scarborough.

Bro. Smrrn: The fiview comes regularly to hand.
I take it from the Posu Office, and read it through
the first thing I do. I could not do without it. It
is the best Advent paper I ever had. I have been
blessedin readingit. I am poor, but can earn enough
to pay for the paper.

Cannot some one come here and give a course of
lectures? The people here would come out to hear
on the Sabbath. Our place is one mile from Haskel’s
Corners, on the New Albany and Salem Railroad.
Should any come, they would find a pilgrim’s home
here.

Yours for the trath.
PERRIN SCARBOROUGH.

Bigelow's Mills, Ind.. July 10th, 1857.

Extracts from Letters.

Bro. A. G. Carter writes from Rubicon, Wis., Aug.
7th, 1857 : I think I have great reason to praise the
Lord for the Laodicean message, for it has been the
means of showing me my wrelched, miserable, poor,
blind and naked condition. I feel determined by the
grace of God to take heed to the warning of the faith-
ful and true Witness, and buy the gold tried in the
fire, and white raiment that I way be clothed, and
anoint my eyes with eye-saive that I may see, and
that it may be my happy lot to receive a crown
at the appearing of my Lord with all the dear saints
of Jod. I can say the Lord is good to send some of
his messengers here to set before us the last message
of mercy. It was a matter of rejoicing with me to
meet with the dear saints in different parts of Wis.
Did not our hearts burn in the love of the truth as it
fell upoan our ears. O may the Lord help us to treas-
ure it up with goed hearts, and grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord unto his giorious coming."

Bro. T. E. Thorp writes from Plymounth. Wis.,
Aug. 9th, 1857: I have just arrived in Wisconsin.
where I find the people as a general thing anxious to
hear the present trath. I preached last First-day on
the Sabbath question, and some persecuted while oth-
ers were convinced that I was right. Now the
question is whether they have got religion enough to
prompt them to duty or not. Some of them at least
I think will take a stand for the truth.”
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The Day of the Lord.

MosT dreadful day! And is it noar, and hasting on as
fast as the rapid wheels of time can bring it ? Yes, it hast-
eth! Tt hasteth greatly! What a deseription given hy the
Prophet Read it, and as you read. try to feel how dreadfal
will he that day.

 The great day of the Lord is near, it is ncar, and hasteth
greatly, even the voice of the duy of the Lurd : the mighiy
man shall ery there bitterly.

'“ That day i3 a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress,
8 day of wasteness and deselatien, a day of darkness and
gloomiress, a day of clonds and thick darkness, a day of the
trampet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the
high towers.

“And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk
like blind men, becanze they have sinned againgt the Lord:
aad their blood shail be poured ent as dust, and their flesh as
the dnng. Neither their silver nor their gold shall he able
to deliver them in the day of the Lord’s wrath ; but the whole
Iand shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy : for he
shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in
the land.” Zeph.i. 14-18

Nouw we hear the * peace and safety” cry, from the pulpit,
and all the way along down to the grog-shop. ** Where is
the promise of his coming’ is marmared from the impinus
lips of a thonsand last-day seoffers. Bating, drinking, mar-
rying, building plaating, sowing, buying, sciling, ay in the
dayas of Noah and Lot ; in short, the cares, the pleasures and
the spirit of thiz world, il the whale heart and mind, leaving
no room in the thoughts and affeetions for God, Christ and
Legven.

But the seene will speedily change, ¢ Forwhon they shafl
aay, Peaco agd safety, then sndlen destruction cometh npon
them, and they shall uot eseape.”’ Tho scoffing of the haugh-
ty seoffer will 3000 be taraed to walling and howling.  © The

lofty leoks of man shall be humhled, and the haughtiness of
men shall be buwed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalt-
od in that day, For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be
upen every ene that is proud and lefty, and upon every one
that is lifted up ; and he shall be brought low.”” Isa. ii, 1,
12.  ‘And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day fromone
end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they
shall net be lameuted, neither gathersd, nor buried; they
shall be dung upon the ground.” Jer. xxv, 33.

Road the doom of the false shepherds, the ministers of the
lagt goneration of men, who come up to the day of the Lerd
with their garments all stained ever with the bleed of souls.
They now cry, Peace and safety, and their flocks confide in
thém. They stand betweenue and the people and turn away
the arrow of truth. But their day is coming, dreadful bayond
description. Thus saith the Lord :

 flowl, yo shepherds, and ery; and wallow yourselves in
the ashes, yo prineipal of the flock: for the days of your
slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished ; and ye
shall fall like a pleassnt vessel. And the shepherds shall
have no way te fles, nor the principal of the flock to escape.

A voice of the ery of the shepherds, and an howling of the
prineipal of the flock, shall be heard : for the Lord hath spoil-
od their pasture. And the peaceabloe habitations are cut
down, beonuse of the fierce anger of the Lord” Jer. xxv,
34-37

The last plagues, in whioh are filled up the wrath of God,
now bottled up in heaven, waiting for meray to finish her last
pleadings, will then be poured out—unmingled wrath of Je-
hovah |—And not cne drop of mercy ? Not one !

Jesus will luy off his priestiy attire, leave tho meroy-seat,
and put on the garments of vengeance, never to offer his
blood to wash the sinner frem his sins, The angels will wips
the last tear shed over sinners, while the mandate resounds
through all heaven, Let them alone. The groaning, weeping,
praying, preaching church en earth, who in the last message,
uge every means within their reach, and employ every pow-
or of their being te sound everywhere the Loud Cry, lest the
blood of souls be found in their garments, are now hushed in
selemn silence. The Holy Spirit has written within them
these prophetic words of the soon expected Lord, ¢ Ho that is
unjust, 1ot him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let
him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be right-
eous stil} : and he that is holy, Jet him be holy still.” Rev.
xxii, 11,

Now the ministers of truth and righteousness have a mos-
sage for the people, aud gladly speak the words of life. They
Joyfully toil on, suffer en, and spend their energiesin preach-
ing to hearts as hard as steel, previded a few may be reach-
ed, and gathered into the truth; but then they will have no
message. Now their prayers and strong eries ascend to heav-
en in behalf of sinners; but then they will have no spirit of
prayer for them. Now the church says to the sinner, Come,
the Spirit says, Come, and Jesus offers bis blood te bring
them to God ; but then salvation's hour will be passed, and
the sianer will be shut up in darkness and biack despair.

“And it shall come to pass in that day saith the Lord Geod,
that [ will cause the sun to go down at noon, and [ will dark.
en the earth in the cloar day: and I will turn your feasts in-
to mourning, and all your songs into lamentation ; aud [ witl
bring up sackeloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every
head; and I will make it as the mourniag of an ouly son,
and the ond thereof as o bitter day,

¢ Behold, the days come, saith thejLord God, that I will
send a famine in the land, net » famine of broad, nor athirst
for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord: and they
shall wander from sea to sen, and from tho north even to the
east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord,
and shall net find it”’ Amos viii, 8--12

Now the word of the Lord may be heard, but sinners, in
and out of the churcbes, de not prize it. Then it will not be
heard, for the watchmen et to watch, and sound the alarm
of danger, will be called down from their high stations. Now
the word of the Loxd is carried to the sinner, and offercd with~
oub money or price ; but he treats it carclescly, or drives the
humble sorvant of Christ from his door  But then will they
go in search for it, *They shall wandor from sea to sea, and
from the north sven te the east,” but they canuot hear it.
“They shall run to and fro to seck the word of the Lord, but
shall not find it.””  From cicy to eity, from State to State,
from one country to another, will they go to find a man coem-
missioned of high Ifeaven to speak the‘word of theLord, but
such an ene is not to bo fuand Al such will then havo fin~
ished thoir high cowmissiecn. The word of the Lord! The
word of the Lord! Wherc can we hear it ¥ is heard in overy
land. One general wail, The wordof tne Lord! goes up to
heaven; but the heavens urc brass.

Then will the people turn und rend the false shepherds
who deeeived thew with the ery of * peace and safety > Chil-
dren will reproach parents for keeping thom baeck from walk-
ing in the truth, and parents their children.

Tho miscr now loves hi mwoney, und holds it with an iron
grasp. Even some Sabbath-keepers do not hand out for the
advancement of the eause of Bible truth inore than ten or

twenty-five per cent of their yearly increase, yet this they
call a sacrifice ! { But it will be said in that day, “Go to
now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shail
come upen you. Your riches are corrupted, and your gar-
ments are motheaten. Your gold nnd silveriseankered ; and
the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat
your flesh as it were fire. Yo have heaped treasure together
for the last days.”” James v, 1-3.

Now silver and gold may be used to God’s glory, and the
salvation of men. It can spread the truth in the form of
publieation, as well ns by other moans, not only in our ewn
language, but in ethers. There is now a special call for the
German and the French. Hore scores of the wealthy have
stomhled. They camo out elear on the last Message, vut
when the plain word of the Lord was sot before them in re-
gard to the disposition of their wealth, they drew back, and
have loft the ranks. Others will go also. Here is the stum-
bling-block of their iniquity, But “They shall cag’ their
silver in the streets, and their geld shall be removed: their
silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the
day of the wrath of the Lord; they shall net' satisfy their
souls, neither fill their bowels; because it is the stumbling-
block of their iniquity’’ Eze. vii, 19.

Now sueh may deliver their souls. ‘‘The cares of this
world, and tho deceitfulness of riches, choke the werd ;’” but
2 portion of these riches may be disposed of for God, and tho
goul thereby be delivorcd from uscless caro, and the deceit-
ful power of & portion at loast of their wealth, Now they
may lay up a treasure in heaven, bags that wax not old.
New they may deposit in the bank of leaven, and deliver
their soul Then, overwhelmed with terror, they will east
their wosalth in the mire of the streets; but “neither theirsilver
nor their gold will be able to deliver them in the day of the
Lord's wrath.” 1w,

£55 ExcINg —As several have written us, makiog in-
quiries in regard t> an Engine to run the Power Press, wo
would say that we design gotting one of Hoard and Sony’
patent portable Engines, manufactured in Watertown, N Y.
One of this deseriptien of 24 horse power, which will be sufi-
eient for our purpose, can be had for 8250, which is far cheap-
or than any yet recommeuded, and if we may credit the tes-
timony of those nequainted with steam power, a bettor article.

TENT MEETINGS.

Provinexcr permiting, meetings will commence inthe
Michigan Tent in the village of Burr Oak, $t. Joseph
Co.. on Friday evening, Ang. 14, 1857, and continue
probably two wecks, or as lang as may he thought
proper, J. 11, Wadeoxnn.

Josern Bares,

e T —— e

APPOINTMENT.

ProvipeNce pormitting, we will meet with the brethren
at Monterey, Sabbath, Aug 22nd. A general gathering
from other towns is expected,

James Watre
e ——

%" The P. O, Address ot A, 8, Hutching is Round

Giove. Whitenide Co.. Uls.
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