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MORTAL OR IMMORTALP WHICH?

OR, AN INQUIRY INTO THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION
AND FUTURE CONDITION OF MAN,*

BY TUE EDITOR.

(Continued. )
IMMATERIALITY.

Although we noted in the outset that the light
of mature and reason is insufficient to deeide
the immortality of the soul, yet as there are a few
points to which some may be fondly cleaving in
the belief that the doctrine can be fairly demnon-
strated therefrom, it may not be amiss briefly to
notice them. The first is the argument drawn
from immateriality. The soul, it is claimed, is
immaterial and hence hnmortal in its nature.
Having progressed so far as we have in this in-
vestigation, this point need not detain us long.
We reply then, 1. We neither know what matter
is nmor what spirit is, but only some of the
qualities of each. 2. Whereis the proof that the
goul is immaterial ? It certainly is not drawn
from nature ; for all nature is material; it is not
drawn from reason ; for reason cannot comprehend
the existence of immateriality ; it cannot be drawn
from revelation ; for that cxpressly declares that
man 73 dust, and the mind carnal. ~We do not
mean to be understood that the mind:is material ;
but we do claim that all vital and mental phenome-
na result from material cuusges.

But allowing the ntniost latitude to this view,
it eqnally proves the sounls of all animaly, fishes,
reptiles and insects immaterial; for they remem-
ber, fear, imagine, compare, manifest gratitude,
anger, sorrow, desire, &e.  Bishop Warburton ex-
pressly says, ¢“I think it may be strictly demon-
gtrated that man hag an immaterial soul; bué then
the same arguments which prove that, prove like-
wise that the souls of all living animals are imma-
terial.”  Whoever therefore affirms the immor-
tality of man from the immateriality of his soul,
is bound to affirm the same, not only of the no-
bler animals, but also of all tho lower orders of
the brute creation. Ylere, again, believers in nat-
ural immortality are crushed beneath the weight
of their own arguments. If it be said that God
can, if he cheose, blot from existence the immate-
rial soul of the bectle and the titmouse ; we reply,
so can he that of man; and then its immortality
is at an end, and the whole argument abandoned.

* GAPACITTES OF PHE HOUL.

The argament here is that as all men are capa-
ble of imwortality, therefore all are immortal.
We might sternly remind the adducers of this ar-
gument that we are hiere asking for proof, and that
inferences will not be admitted to the stand. As
to the argument itself, we might brand upon its
idiot forehead, “Incompetent,” and thus give a
summary dismissal.

But we ask, Is it not almost *

an infinitely small portion of the race that has
manifested those great powers on which this argu-
ment is based? And if an argument may be
based on the capacities of some, may net an equal
and opposite argument be based on the incapacity
of others? And as there is almost every conceiv-
able gradation of intelligence, who will tell us
whereabouts in this scale this infinite endowment
is first perceptible? Looking at the human race
and the races immediately below, we behold a
point where they seem to blend indistinguishably
into each other. Will an utter lack of capacity
be affirmed of the higher order of animals? And
descending in the scale, where shall we stop? or,
which is the same thing, according to this argu-
ment, where does immortality first let go its hold ?
“Dr. Brown, according to his biographer Dr.
Welsh, ‘believed that many of the lower animals
have the sense of right and wrong; and that the
metaphysical argument which proves the immor-
tality of man, extends with equal force to the oth-
er orders of earthly existence.”* Similar views
ave attributed to Coleridge and Cudworth.

But on this argument we have said enough. It
has already wrapt itself from sight in the heavy
mantle of its own fog.

UNIVERSAL BELIEF AND INBORN DERIRE.

Men bave universally believed in the immortal-
ity of the soul, it is claimed, and men everywhere
desire it ; therefore all men have it—strange con-
clusion from strange premises. As to the first
part of this argument, the universal belief, that
appears not to be true in fact. On this a glance
at a quotation or two, must suffice. “We find
Socrates and his disciples represented by Plato, as
fully admitting in their discussions of the subject,
that ‘ men in general were highly incredulous as to
the soul's future existence” The Epicurean
school openly contended against it. Aristotle
passes it by as not worth considering, and takes
for granted the contrary supposition, as not needing
proof.”’f When Cicero “sets himself to prove
the immortality of the soul, he represents the con-
trary as the prevailing opinion,” there being
“growds of opponents, not the Epicureans only;
but which he could not account for, those that were
the most learned persons had that doctrine in con-
tempt.”’ T

Touching the other portion of the argument,
the universal and inborn desire, those who make
use of it to make it of any avail, are bound jo sup-
ply and prove the suppressed premiss, which is
that all men have what they desire. The syllogism
would then stand thus: (1.} All men have what
they desive. (2.) All men desive immortality.
Conclusion. Therefore all men are immortal.
This is a fair statement of the question; but ave
any presumptuous enough to take the ground that
all men have what they desire? Is it true in
fact ? Do not our éveryday’s observations give
it the unqualified lie? Men desire riches; but
all do not possess them; they desire health, but
all do not have it; they desire happiness here,
but what an infinitely small portion of the race
are really happy. To try to get over the matter
by saying that these desires which men have may
be gratified by their taking a right courrse, is an
abandonment of the whole argument; for thus

*Dobney, p. 101.

$Whately, Essay 1, on a Future State.
{Leland, on the Advantages, &e., of Revelation.

-desire it, hold that a great portion of the race will

much we readily grant concerning immortality :
all men may gratify their desires here by taking
a right course ; but immortality is suspended up-
on conditions, and those only will have it in
whom those conditions are found to be rigidly
complied with. .

But there is another deadly flaw in this argu-
ment in another respect; for it is not immortality
in the abstract that is the object of this great de-
sire among men, but happiness. And the very
persons who contend for immortality because men

be forever miserable. But this is not what men
desire ; and not being what they desire, it follows
that all will not obtain what they desire, and
hence the argument built on desire is good for
nothing on their own showing. It simply proves
universal salvation, or that men will be forever
happy because all men desire it, or it proves
nothing.

ANALOGIES OF NATURE—A DISTINCTION.

The day shuts down in darkness; but it is not
forever lost; the morn retwrns again, and the
bright sun comes forth rejoicing as a strong man
to run a race. Nature is bound, cold and lifeless,
in the iey chains of winter; but it is not lost
in absolute death. Anon the spring approaches,
and at his animating voice and warm breath, the
pulse of life beats again through all her works; her
cold cheek kindles with the glow of fresh vitality;
and she comes forth adorned with new beauty,,
waking new songs of praise in every grove. The
chrysalis, too, that lay apparently a dead worm
motionless and dry, soon wakes up to a highelZ
life, and comes forth gloriously arrayed, like a
“living blossom of the air,” sipping nectar from
the choicest sweets of earth, and nestling in the
bosom of its fairest flowers. And so too, it is
claimed of man, © that when the body shall drop
as a withered calyx, the soul shall go forth like
a winged seed.”*

Let us take care that here our judgments are
not led captive by the facinations of poetry, or the
rhetorical beauties of which this argument is so
eminently susceptible. Among the many instan-
ces of nature, we find only a few that present the
analogies here presented. The chrysalis so often
referred to, after it has spent its brief day as a
living butterfly, perishes and is heard of no more
forever. So with all the higher order of animals:
they fall in death and make no more their appear-
ance upon our path. The most then that can be
drawn from this®rgument is a faint foreshadow-
ing perhaps of a future life. But here, let it be
understood, there is no issue. We all agree that
the race shall be called again to life. « Agin Ad-
am all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive.”
1 Cor. xv, 22.  But the point at issue is, Are our
souls immortal, and must this life be, to all our
race, necessarily eternal 7 T'o prove that man will
live again is one thing; to prove that that life will
be eternal, is quite another. ’

THE ANOMALIES OF TIIE PRESENT STATE.

How often do we here see the wicked spreading
himself like a green bay tree, having more than
heart could wish, while the righteous grope their
way along, in trouble and want. The wicked are
exalted, and the good oppressed. This does not
look like the arrangement of a God who is the

*B. H. Chapin, Horticultural Address.
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patron of virtue and the enemy of vice. Itis
therefore argued that there will be another state
in which all these wrongs shall be righted, virtue
rewarded and wickedness punished. Yes, we re-
ply, there will. But certainly a space of time
infinitely short of eternity, would suffice to cor-
rect all the anomalies of this brief life, which so
puzzle men here. This argument, like the for-
mer, may be a fair inference for a future state ; it
may portend to the ungodly a scene of retribution,
but can prove nothing as to its eternity.

POSITIVE CONSIDERATIONS.

Thus far our reasoning has been rather of a
negative than a positive character; showing that
the reasons on which an uncontingent immortality
is predicated of man, are not valid. With a few
considerations, positive in their nature, we dismiss
this part of the subject.

1. Adam was on probation. Life and death
were set before him. ¢ In the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die,” said God. The
only promise of life he had in case of disobedience,
came from one whom it is not very flattering to
the advocates of a natural immortality to call the
first propounder and natural ally of their system.
But had Adam been endowed with a natural im-
mortality, it could not have been suspended on
his obedience. But it was s0 suspended, as we
learn from the first pages of revelation. It was
therefore not absolute but contingent. Immortal
he might become by obedience to Gtod : disobeying
he was to die. He did disobey, and was driven
from the garden. “ And now,” said God, “lest
he put forth his hand and take also of the tree of
life, and eat and Zive forever ;’ therefore the cher-
ubim and flaming sword were placed to exclude
forever his approach to the life-giving tree.
Quite the reverse of an uncontingent immortal-
ity is certainly brought to view here. Adam
could bequeath to his posterity no higher nature
than he himself possessed. The stream that, com-
mencing in the garden of Eden, has flowed down
through the lapse of 6000 years, has certainly
never risen higher than the fountain head; and
we may be ‘sure we possess no superior endow-
ments in this respect to those of Adam.

2. The second consideration under this head is,
the exhortations we have in the word of God to
seel for immortality, if we would obtainit. ¢ Seek
the Lord, and ye shall live,” is his declaration to
the liouse of Israel. Amosv, 4, 6. “The wages
of sin is death ; but the gift of God is eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Rom. vi,23. Gift
towhom ? To every man irrespective of character?
By no means; but gift through Christ to them only
who are his. Again, ¢ To them who by patient con-
tinuance in well-doing seek for glory, honor and
immortality, [God willrender] eternal life.” Rom.
il, 7. Varying the language of the apostle a lit-
tle, we may here inquire, what a man hath, why
doth he yet seek for? The propriety of seeking
for that which we already have, is something in
regard to which it yet remains that we be enlight-
ened by the advocates of the dominant theology.

Of man while living, we are now prepared to
take leave. We have examined into his constit-
uent parts, as brought to view in the Bible rec-
ord of the ereation; and though ®fearfully and
wonderfully made,” we still find him but a unit,
and that mortal. We have examined the terms
applied to him in this life, which are supposed to
contain the mystery and bear the burden of immor-
tality ; but we find they will not support the popu-
lar assumption. Nor can we find in the phenomena
of his creation or his life, any evidence that he bears
within hig bosom a quenchless spirit, an undying
prineiple. It now only remains that we trace his
condition in and beyond the grave.

MAN IN DEATH.

Finding nothing in the deseription of man in
life, from which we can cven infer a compound
pature, or an unconditional immortality, we in-
quire if in any description of his state in death,
we find anything from which we can legitimately
infer that he is in possession of a separate entity

capable of existence, and which does exist, inde-
pendently of the body. Overlooking the infantile
babblings of science, falsely so called, we appeal
at once to the inspired word. In plain and un-
mistakable terms 1t speaks as follows: “For the
living know that they shall die; but the dead
know not anything, neither have they any more a
reward ; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy
is now perished; neither have they any more a
portion forever in anything that is done under the
sun. For there is no work, nor device, nor knowl-
edge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou go-
est.””  Beel. ix, 5, 6, 10.

This quotation contains a eclear enunciation of
the doctrine which we believe. But before pro-
ceeding to adduce other positive scriptures on this
point, we will examine the more prominent of
those passages which we have been taught to be-
lieve furnished conclusive evidence of the soul’s
conscious existence after death. For it is certain
that when objections are suffered to lic undisturbed
in the mind, their influence is, so far as it goes,
however unconscious we may be of the fact, to
close it to the entrance of conviction, and shut
the eyes to the bearing and importance of any
amount of positive testimony that may be pro-
duced. It is for this reason that we think it best
for the writer on this subject, to address himself
in the forefront of the investigation, to the work
of breaking down the barriers which prejudice ox
education may have raised in our minds against
the harmonious teaching of the word of God.

EXAMINATION OF SCRIPTURES SUPPOSED TO
TEACH MAN’S CONSCIOUSNESS IN DEATH.

a. Gen. xxv, 8. It is claimed that the deaths
of the patriarchs are recorded in such a manner
as to give us to understand that their existence
did not cease with death: Abraham, for instance :
“Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in
a good old age, an old man, and full of years, and
was gathered to his people.” Gen. xxv, 8.
God had promised Abraham [see Gen. xv, 15]
that he should go to his futhers in peace, and be
buried in a good old age. Now what evidence
have we that his fathers were righteous persons ?
It is a very significant fact, to say the least, that
he had to be separated from his kindred and his
Jather's house, in order that God might make him
a special subject of his providence. And if we
may credit the book of Jasher, his ¢ people” were
gross idolaters. If this be so, they were, at the
time of Abraham’s death, according to popular
opinion, burning in hell. And if Abraham’s be-
ing gathered to them means that his soul should
go to be with theirs, it follows that God gave
him the not very consoling promise, that he should
“go to hell in peace.” But none of ¢ Abraham’s
seed” will be willing to admit for a moment that
such can be the condition of their “righteous fa-
ther.”” We answer then that his being gathered
to bis people simply means his being gathered to
them in the grave, the commnion receptacle of all
the dead. Jucob said when mourning for Joseph,
whom he supposed dead, “T will go down into the
grave unto my son mourning.” Gen. xxxvii, 35.
And the apostle, speaking of David, says that he
“was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption.”
Acts xiii, 36.

0. Gen. xxxv, 18. “And it came topass as her
soul was in departing (for she died),” &e. On
this passage Luther Lee remarks, “ Her body did
not depart. IHer brains did not depart. There
was nothing which departed, which could consist-
ently be called her soul; only upon the supposi-
tion that there is in man an immaterial spirit,
which leaves the body at death.”” But the veader
needs not to be reminded that neh-phesh, the word
here used for soul, signifies something else besides
brain and body. Forour part we much prefer the
exposition of Parkhurst, mentioned "above, that
neh-phesh may here signify the breath. And such
an idea is in the strictest accordance with reason
and matter of fact; thus, it came to pass as her
breath was departing (or as the breath of life was
leaving her) for she died, &e. Compare this with

Gen. 1, 20, 30, margin,

¢. 1 Sam. xxviii, 15, or, The Witch of Endor.
In considering this singular chapter, several im-
portant points must be noticed. 1. The Lord had
departed from Saul, and ‘‘ answered him not, nei-
ther by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by Prophets.”
Verse. 6. 2. Inthis condition, he seeks informa-
tion by means of necromancy. But necromancy
(a pretended communication with the dead.—
Webster) God had specially denounced and for-
bidden as a heinous gin. Deut. xviii, 9-11. It
is therfore morally certain that the Lord would
not answer him in this way. 3. If Sammuel’s im-
mortal soul was in heaven, as of course it was if
popular theology be true, it is very improbable that
it should come back to earth, at the bidding of
such a notorious sinner as one who had a familiar
spirit. 4. If Samuel had come from heaven, to
go back of course at the close of the interview, he
uttered an untruth when he told Saul that he
should be the next day with him [verse 197; for
we cannot suppose for a moment that one whom
God had utterly forsaken here, would immediate-
ly be received into heaven. 5. Samuel is repre-
sented as saying, “ Why hast thou désquieted me
to bring me wp ? [verse 15] not why hast thou
brought me or my immortal soul down from heav-
en, but why hast thou brought me up ? showing con-
clusively that if this is to be understood as a literal
transaction,Samuel came, not down from heaven, but
up from the grave, by abodily resurrection ; in which
case the conscious-state dogma receives no counte-
nance from it whatever. But we should cousider it
as highly improbable that the witch should be per-
mitted to bring Samuel up bodily from the grave,
as that she should be permitted to bring, at will,
his immortal spirit down from heaven. We there-
fore consider the whole thing a deception of the
Devil, a display of satanic power, an ancient spirit
manifestation ; differing from the modern only in
this respect : that then to make his deception take,
he had to pretend to bring up the dead; now he
gets astride the prevailing belief of a conscious-
spirit entity, and rides the immortal souls all back
from heaven.

d. 1 Kings xvii, 21, 22. “ And the Lord heard
the voice of Elijah, and the soul of the child came
into him again, and he revived”” The same
elaim is set up from this text as from Gen. xxxv,
18, and we reply that the same exposition may be
given of it. And that this is a correct exposition
is shown from the account of the child’s sickness
and death in verse 17. His sickuess was so soré,
says the record, that there was no breath left in
him. And then, as would naturally be supposed,
when Elijah comes to restore hini, he prays that
the very thing that had left him and therveby
caused his death, might come into him again, and
cause him to live; namely, the breath of life.

e. Ps. xe, 10. “The days of our years are
three score years and ten; and if by reason of
strength they be fourscore years, yet is their
strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut
off, and we fly away.” What flies away, and
where does it fly to? it is here asked. It will be
noticed that the latter clause of the verse states
the reason why our strength is labor and sorrow;
and it must strike any one as very singular rea-
soning to say that our strength is labor and sor-
row, because it is soon cut off, and we go o heav-
en (2) Weshould rather conclude the idea to be,
that it is soon cut off, and we go into the grave,
where, according to the quotation from Hecl.,
there is me work, wisdom, knowledge nor deviee.
This is confirmed by Fecl ix, 3. “The heart of
the sons of men is full of evil; and madness isin
their heart while they live, and after that they go
to the dead.” Had this text read, < and after
that they go away,” it would have been exactly
parallel to Ps. xc, 10; for no essential differcnce
can be claimed between going and flying. But
here it is expressly told where we go: we go ¢
the grave. What is omitted in Ps. xe, 10, is here
supplied. )

F. Keel. i1, 21. “Who knoweth the spirit of
man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast
that goeth downward to the earth?”” This text
is made the basis of an opinion that Solomon be-
lieved man had a spirit capable of a separate
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conscious existence in death. But do our friends
not perceive that the beasts also are said to have
a spirit, and if it follows from that expression, that
man’s spirit is consclous after death, the same is
also truc of the beast? Do they not know also
that the word rendered spirvit in both cases is their
great enemy, roo-agh, the very same word that is
in the toxt but one before, rendered breath : “ they
have all one breath 27 Now let us examine the
context. Solomon expresses a desire in verse 18,
that the sons of men might sce that they them-
selves are beasts. Not that he intended that man
is in no respect superior to a beast; for he is in
many respects : in his organization, in his reasoning
faculties, and infinitely so in his future prospects,
if righteous. But he simply means, as we learn
from verse 19, that in one respect, in respect to
death, man possesses no superiority over the other
orders of animated existence. “For,” he says,
“that which befalleth the sons of men, befalleth
beasts; even onc thing befalleth them ; as the one
dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one
breath ; so that a man [in this respect] hath no
pre-eminence above a beast. All go unto one
place [if thep men go to heaven, beasts go there
with them]; all ave of the dust, and all turn to
dust again.” After having thus expressly de-
clared that the life and condition in death, of man
and beast, ave cxaetly alike, can we suppose that
he meaus in the very next verse to contradict all
he has said before, and deelare that there ¢sa dif-
ference?  We cannot. It is therefore but reason-
able to conclude that the translation of this pas-
sage as given by John Milton, author of Paradise
Lost, is correet ; namely, ¢ Wlho knoweth the spir-
it of man (an sursum ascendat) whether it goeth
upward,” &e. The Donay Bible renders the pas-
sage thus: “ Who knoweth 4/ the spirit of the
children of Adam asecend upward, and ¢f the spir-
it of the beasts descend downward?” Mo this
agree the Septuagint, Vulgate, Chaldee Par-
aphrase and Syriac version. Such a view, that
man’s spirit went up and the beast’s down, was
doubtless prevalent in the heathen world, in the
days of Solomon. After stating therefore, the
facts in the case, he inquires, Who knows that
this heathen sentiment is true, that man’s spirit
goes up, and the beast’s down ? ke had declared
that they all went to one place. 'Who can contra-
dict it Letany one take a different view of this
seripture, and free it from dificalsy if he ean.

g. Eecl. xii, 7.« Then shall the dust return
to the earth as it was, and the spirit shall return
unto God who gave it.” Here, it is said, is an
express declaration that the spirit does fly away
to God, or that the sounl lives after the body is
dead.” Woll,as the spirit is said to be something
expressly given us of God, and that too, in con-
nection with the body made of dust, we ask for
the record of this gift, and a deseription of the
thing given. The mind naturally reverts to Gen.
ii, 7, where it is rccorded that the body of man
was formed of dust, and the breath of life was
breathed into it directly from God. Is then this
breath of life the spirit which God has given
man? We have no rccord of any other. But
this breath of life, as we have seen, is common to
all living things, and eannot thercfore be used as
a distinguishing characteristic of man. And if
this breath, as drawn from the surrounding atmos-
phere, may be said to come from, or be given by,
Grod, with the same propricty may it be said,
when it leaves the hody at death, to return unto
him. This text thercfore furnishes no assistance
to the opposite of tlie views we hold, nor any ob-
jeetion to our own.

k. Matt. x, 28. ¢« And fear not them which
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul
[and after that havo no more that they can do—
Lake]), but rather fear Him who is able to destroy
both svul and body in hell”  On the aunthority
of this toxt it is claimed that the soul is a thing
endowed with life distinet from the body ; that it
lives on in consciousncss after death; for kill-
ing the body docs not and eannot kill it. 8o far
indeed it looks very plausible. But we must
take into consideration that the word here ron-

dered soul is yuyy [psuche], a word forty times

rendered “life” in the New Testament. In the
39th verse of the same chapter we have an in-
stance : “ He that findeth his life shall lose it; and
he that loseth his life for my sake, shall find it.”
Substitute the word soul here for life, and take
the expression, to lose the soul, in the popular
signification, and what a text we should have!
“ He that findeth his soul shall lose it in hell;
and he that loseth his soul in hell in everlasting
misery for my sake, shall find it !” But the word
is there correctly translated life, and means just
what it says: He that findeth his life, that is,
seeks by a compromise of the truth and the gos-
pel of Christ, to save his life in this world, shall
lose it, or be deprived of it in the world to come ;
but he that follows devotedly in the footsteps of
his Saviour, even though he should thereby lose
hig life here, or be put to death by those who can
kill the body, but have no more that they can do,
ghall find himself in the world to come in
possession of a life, over which the puny arm
of man has no control. So in verse 28: We
are not to fear them which can kill the body, or
deprive us of our brief span of life here, but can-
not touch that life which is hid with Christ in
God, which will be bestowed upon us when our
great Life-giver shall appear. Col. iii, 8, 4.

1. Matt. xvii, 3, Or the Transfiguration. “ And
behold there appeared unto them, Moses and
Elias talking with him.” Although Moses was
buried long ages before on the lonely mount of
Nebo, here he is, or rather his immortal soul, it is
claimed, present and conscious on the mount of
transfiguration: from which the conclusion is,
that the soul does not become unconscious when
the body dies. In regard to this transaction, we
remark, that it was a vision, as it is called in verse
9, or Moses and Elias were really and bodily pres-
ent on the occasion. On either assumption the
text is easily and clearly explainable. Ifit was
merely a vision it is not necessary that Moses or
Hlias should be even immaterially present, and
therefore it would have nothing to do with the
question of consciousness in death, But if it was
a real transaction, then they themselves were
present, and not merely their immortal souls.
Blias had been translated, and hence could be
present without involving any separation of soul
and body. This, Luther Lee admits when he
says, “8o far as Hlias s concerned, we admit,
there is little or no force in it, since he was trans-
lated and did not die; but so far as Moses is con-
cerned the argument is conclusive.”” Not quite
so conclusive as it is supposed ; for if Moses was
bodily present, it was not by virtue of any immor-
tal soul in its independent existence, but by a
resurrection. Dr. Clarke admits this as his com-
ment on this passage shows. Thus he says, « Bli-
jah came from heaven in the same body which he
had upon carth, for he was translated and did not
see death, 2 Kings ii, 11.  And the body of Mo-
ses was probably raised again asa pledge of the res-
wrrection.” If thisis correct, it affords a good ex-
planation of Jude 9, which must otherwise remain
somewhat shrouded in mystery. ~Whis passage
however need not detain us longer. If Moses
was not there, the whole scene was a vision ; if he
was there he was reswrrected ; and in either case
no argument can be drawn from it in favor of the
conscrous state of the dead, or the existence of the
soul separately from the body.

7. Matt. xxii, 82, or Christ and the Sadducees.
“ I am the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac
and the God of Jacob. (God is not the God of
the dead but ofthe living.” This testimony would
not be true, it is claimed, if there was not an im-
mortal part of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, then liv-
ing ; for otherwise, contrary to the express declar-
ation of Christ, God would be the God of the
dead. But a careful attention to the point at is-
sue between Christ and the Sadducees, will utter-
ly preclnde such a conclusion. Sec verse 23 :
“The same day came to him the Sadducees which
say there is no resurrection, and asked him,” &e.
The Sadducees professed to believe the writings of
Moses, but denied the resurrection. Churist also
belicved the writings of Moses but taught the res-
urrection. Here then was a fair issue between

them. They hoar him teaching the resurrection ;
and to object thelr faith to his, they refer to the
law of Moses concerning marriage, and then state
a familiar fact, viz., that seven brothers one af-
ter another all had one woman, and all died. Now
arises a problem very dificult to their minds, no
doubt. How will this matter be arranged in the
resurrection, which you teach? Whose wife will
she be in the resurrection? Let it be noticed
that the controversy between Christ and the Sad-
ducees had no respect whatever to an intermedi-
ate state, nor does their query or Christ’s answer,
have any reference to such a state, They do not
inquire whose wife she is now, or which of the
men’s immortal souls claims her immortal soul in
the spirit world; but, whose wife shall she be in
the resurrection (a future event)? Christ tells
them that they err, not knowing the seriptures
nor the power of God. And then to defend him-
self and condemn them out of their own mouth,
he proceeds to prove—what? a conscious, inter-
mediate state? No; but the resurrection, from
the writings of Moscs. DBut as touching the
resurrection of the} dead, says he, [“as touching
the dead that they rise,” says Mark; and ““that
the dead are raised,” says Luke] have ye not read
that which was spoken unto you by God, saying,
I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob? Godisnot the God of the
dead but of the living.

Let us now show that this quotation did prove
the resurrection, and our argument on this passage
is closed. That Moses by this language did teach
the reswrection of the dead, we think is easily
evident. Thus, Abrabam, Isaac and Jacob were
dead ; but God is not the God of the dead (or
those who are irrecoverably and eternally dead; as
the Sadducees believed them to be), but he s the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. What there-
fore shall we logically and seripturally conclude
from this fact? Why, simply that they shall live
again or have a resurrection from the dead. In
this view of the subject, Christ reasoned well,
proved the point he aimed to prove, confounded
the Sadducees, and gained the applause of the
Pharisees, who believed in the resurrection.

But grant for a moment that the language
means what is popularly claimed for it, and what
becomes of Christ's reputation as a reasoner, and
a teacher of wisdom sent from God? He set out
to prove the resurrection; but when he cloges his
argument, lo, mirabile visu ! he has proved that
all men are alive, and thervefore there is no need
of a resurrection! He neither meets the query
of the Sadducees not defends himself, but quite
the reverse. Believe that our Lord would reason
thus, ye who can!

1f any should admit that a resurrection is proved
by the language, but claim from it that such resur-
rection took place at death, a theory not uncom-
mon at the present time, we reply that they there-
by abandon the conscious-state theory, and affirm
the existence of those who have died on another
ground, viz., a resurrection. But further, this is
equally foreign from what Christ set out to prove;
for he had reference to an event which was then
future to the seven brethren and the woman, who
had died. They asked him, saying, “In the res-
urrection, therefore, when they shall rise, whose
wife shail she be of them, &e. And Jesus an-
swered and said, “ When they shail rise from the
dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage,
but are as the angels in heaven.” Mark xii, 23—
25.  Again, in Luke’s account, Jesus says, “Bub
they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that
world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither
marry nor are given in marriage.,” Luke xx, 85.
Thus we sce that a future event is everywhere re-
ferred to, and if he in reality proved that an event
had already taken place, which he designed to
show would take place in the future, it speaks no
better for his reasoning or his wisdom than the
former supposition.

But enough on this argument. We have found
it an irrefragable evidence for the resurrection
of the dead, and a future life; but it affirins noth-
ing whatever for consciousness in death.

(7o be Continued.)
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«Sanciify them through thy truth; thy word fs truth?

IMPRESSED TESTIMONY.

TrUTH always has testimony in abundance to sustain
it, and is not advanced by pressing testimony into its
service. To endeavor to bring testimony to the aid of
truth that has no bearing to establish it, only weakens
the cause that it was intended to promote.

An instance of the impressment of testimony occur-
red in the Advent Harbinger in 1850, which has unfor-
tunately been copied into some of our works. The
writer was gathering some testimonies to the ¢ widely
diffused doctrine of the Lord’s second coming,” and,
in connection with other testimony, he introduced a
hymn sung by some Jews of Bokhara in the presence
of Mr. Wolfe, as follows:

¢¢The King our Messiah shall come,” &e.
" The writer then remarks, ¢ Surely no one will charge
these children of the dispersion, now scattered through
the wilds of Central Asia, with the imaginary guilt of
Millerism.”

Nobody will charge the Jews with Millerism. They
have been looking for the Messiah for upwards of 1800
years, in consequence of their rejection of him when he
did come; and they never will look for his second com-
ing till they believe that he has made his first advent;
in other words, till they become Christians.

There is an abundance of testimony to prove that the
annunciation of the ¢“everlasting gospel’,’ has been
made to the world; and there is no necessity of press-
ing inbo the service testimony like the foregoing. And
just so with every other truth. Each truth can secure-
1y stand upon its own foundation. R. ¥. C.

MEETINGS IN ILLS. AND WIS.

Drar Bro. Smire: I suppose you have been anx-
iously looking for a veport of our last tent-meeting.
According to appointment our tent was pitched in One-
co, Ills. We tarried in this place over three Sabbaths.
Our meetings were well attended. Good order and at-
tention prevailed. The interest of this meeting was
quite extensive, notwithstanding only four publicly ex-
pressed their determination to obey God in keeping all
bis commandments. At our last meeting, feeling a de-
sire to know how many were satisfied we had the truth
in relation to the SBabbath, we took an expression of
the congregation. About forty arose, thus far testify-
ing in favor of God’s holy law.

An I:}lder from Orangeville being present, and being
somewhat stirred in his feelings to see so many decide
in favor of our position, requested us to call a vote on
the other side to see how many were in favor of the
first day. The following proposition was made: All
who believe the Bible teaches that the firsl day of the
week is the Christian Sabbath, and ought to be kept,
manifest it by rising. Only three arose in a congre-
gation of about eight hundred people. We have strong
confidence to believe that others in this place will soon
decide to go with us to mount Zion.

From this we removed to Juda, Wis., about sixteen
miles distant, where we located our tent in the midst
of a large society of Baptists. In this place we had to
meet much opposition. Being aware that the preach-
ers in this vieinity were calculating to oppose us, we
invited them to occupy the tent; but this they would
not consent to do. However, the Methodist minister
said he would preach on the subject of the kingdom in
the tent if we would agree not to review his sermon.
We could not make any such engagement, but told him
if he preached against us, no matter where he did it,
we should review him if we could got at him. The
people put him up to preach against us on this subject.
He did so and was reviewed in the tent. After this he
was very still.  Great excitement prevailed among the
people, Some of the Baptists were so enraged that
they could not {or did not) behave well in our meet-
ings. This was the cause of some trouble in their
church. Some of their brethren were much tried with
them, and sharply reproved them for their ill manners.

Some of the Baptists said if they could only have the
control of things they would give us so long a time to
leave, and if we were not off our tent would come down.
Others in the place talked about eggs and stones, &e.;

but these things did not moveus. The Baptist prea.ch—'

er was requested to preach against us. He delivered
three discourses in the meeting-house on the Sabbath
question, and was reviewed inthe tent. Hisarguments
were so far from Bible truth that his church were not
satisfied with his postion. After the review it was ev-
ident to every honest mind that he had made a failure.

Eld. Smith, a so-called learned Baptist minister, was
requested to commence a fire upon us; but it was easy
to be perceived that he loaded his gun so heavy that it
shot wrong end foremost, and the Eld. got badly
wounded. He gave out an appointment to deliver a
discourse on the rise and progress of Adventism in the
United States, and also on the immortality of the soul.
His first sermon was very abusive, and mixed and
mingled with falsehood. He spoke of some deluded
persons that transgressed the seventh commandment,
and then gave the whole body the same character, by
declaring after my review that he had nothing to take
back. He spoke in relation to the body. This wasnot
the only false statement he made. e said ascension
robes, at the time we were expecting the Lord, were as
common as Adventism itself, and then referred to N.
Y., and mentioned the following places : Penuyan, Uti-
ca, Ithica, and the city of Rochester.

After reproaching the Advent people as a body, his
attention was turned to the tent. He said we had not
preached faith and repentance since we hadbeen in the
place. This was proved to be false by our appealing
to the congregation in the review of his discourse. He
denied saying it; we called for an expression of the
congregation and proved it. Another point denied by
the Eld. and proved against him, clearly manifested hig
hypoerisy. In his sermon on the immortality of the
soul, in the main he followed Luther Lee. When he
first introduced his system of arrangement, I spoke to
a friend and told him I thought the Eld. had Lee on
hand, He had spoken but a few moments before he
took up the book and gave us Lee. In my veply I re-
marked that the Eld.’s arguments were not new to us,
for he had followed Luther Lee, and when the Eld.
commenced his discourse I was confident he had Lee's
work on hand.  After T got through, liberty was given
for any to speak that wished to. Eld. Patten first
spoke. Nothing very objectionable wassaid. e gave
some good advice, providing he makes the application
to himself, or a good share of it, He was followed by
Eld. 8mith. He said he had been misrepresented, for
I bad said in the presence of the congregation that he
drew his arguments from Luther Lee’s work, when he
had read from his manuscript, bus if any one would fa-
vor him with Lee’s work he would read it. To have
such a deception palmed off on the people, and lay me
in a falsehood, T thought was too much to bear. Con-
sequently the following guestion was put : ¢ Eld. Smith,
did you not read from Luther Lee’s work on the immor-
tality of the soul, in the pulpit this afternoon ?’ We told
him not to quibble with the guestion, but give a defi-
nite answer. Silence prevailed. I was about to put
the question again, when he acknowledged le read
from Luther Lee’s work in hig-sermon. Here he was
condemned out of his own mouth. Some of hisown breth-
ren forsook him at this point, and declared that they had
heard him preach for the last time until these things
were removed. Some have commenced keeping the
Sabbath. Others believe and stand trembling. May
the Lord cnable them to live out the truth, knowing if
they are reproached and suffer for Christ’s sake, great
will be their reward in heaven.

Dear brother, pray for us that great success may at-
tend the proclamation of the truth.

Yours in hope of eternal life.

Wat. 8. IngramAM.
I. SanBonx,

CONBECRATION. No. 5.---FRIENDS.

Prruaps we have come to the hardest trial. Have
we near and dear friends, those Whom we love better
thau life? 1 had, and O, how I tried to give them to
God, till T finally determined I would let go of self and
submit ail; then the task was easy. In my own case
I have ever found the hardest part of, I believe I may
say, every cvoss lies in the determining to take it up.
Awhile gince Lheard the cross compared, and I thought
aptly, too, to Aaron’s rod. Often while on the groﬁnd,

before we attempt, or too feebly attempt, to take it up, '

it is like a serpent, dreadful to look upon: but when

once the hand has been stretched forth and really takes
hold of it, how easy ! it has lost all its terror; itisbut
a rod, and further, it is & delightfnl rod; for it buds
and blossoms, and afterward yieldeth the peaceable
fruit of righteousness. I can assure you, dear friends,
when we have formed the resoluiion to do the whole
will of God, lying all the time passive in his hands,
then it is we find his yoke is easy and his burden light;
but by trying to serve God and self at the same time,
do you not see the cross is much of the time on the
ground? Oh, how many struggles we might avoid by
keeping it in our hand: in remaining in a state of per-
ect consecration and submission continually.

Dear brother or sister, have we now come to a step
that you feel you cannot take? Are your friends so
dear that you could not copsent to part with them
should you even know it to be your Father’s will? If
80, where are your highest affections? Hear the Sav-
iour. Matt. x, 87 : ¢ He that loveth father or mother
more than me, is not worthy of me; and he that loveth
son or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me.”
With equal propriety he might have said, He that lov-
eth husband or wife, lover or friend, more than me, is
not worthy of me. Do you not remember it took all to
buy the field? Just so it is with the kimgdom of God.
Will you spare yourself the sacrifice now, and live on

‘as pleasantly as you think it possible in keeping your

dearest treasure to yourself for a short space, and then
have “trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish,” your-
self, and perhaps friends too, ¢ driven into darkness,”
sinking under the fierceness of God’s wrath ? and may be
it will have been all occasioned by want of decision on
your part.

I should think, dear reader, if you ave really striv-
ing for eternal life, you would be afraid to cling to
anything earthly, fearing God in mercy to you might
cross your willfulness and take from your embrace the
cherigshed object of your affections. O, how much bet-
ter it would be to give all, of your own free will, and
receive in return the sweet consciousness of God’s ap-
proval, than to be brought to submission through judg-
ments.

Again, we profess to be of that class of whom it is
said, “Here arc they that keep the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus.” Shall we then refuse to |
obey the <first and great commandment, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind;” i. e., supremely,
above everything else ? T assure you we do not give
him such love while we refuse to submit to him any-
thing of all we possess, and everything, since he ve-
quires it. Do not be afraid to trust the Lord. O, re-
member he is faithful, and cannot betray our trust.
Earthly friends may prove like a broken reed, which,
when we lean upon it, either eannot, or will not, sus-
tain us; but the Lord is ¢“the Rock of Ages.” The
human heart is deceitful, and those we love best may
at length turn from us in coldness; (like Peter, we do
not know our own hearts till tried;) but our Father
will, and can, never leave nor forsake us. Earthly
friends may, in all their warmth of human affection for
us, wither under the hand of the enemy whom they
have no power to resist, and be laid away from our
sight, while our trusting, aching spirits feel in their
desolation, the vanity and instability of all things be-
low; but the Lord, in that he over liveth, is asureand
an abiding refuge. ‘¢ Neither death, nor life, nor an-
gels, nor prinecipalities, nor powers, nor things pres-
ent, nor things to come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Praise his blessed name! there's one in whom we may
always fearlessly and unveservedly trust. Is it not an
unspeakable privilege to lay our all in the hands of one
s0 good, so faithful, so perfect 2 Will we not then yield
into his lhands our friends, and if there be anything
else (let us search ourselves) shall we refuse to submit
it to God? A state of complete submission to the di-
vine will, is the highest possible creature attainment;
and while we sacrifice everything, do not suppose we
arc losers thereby., The Lord takes us and gives him-
self; and we may rejoice in an exchange by which we
gain & portion just equal to his superiority over us,
perfection over imperfection, which is infinite.

There i3 a point here I would speak of, as many
seem to stumble over it and are thrown into darkness.
We will suppose we have decided now to hecome en-
tirely the Lord’s, and to live in doing his will. We
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come to him and try to give ourselves away. We then
walt for the evidence of our acceptance, perhaps not
thinking our sacrifice could be accepted and we not re-
alize it. But let us reflect a moment. God is perfect;
his word cannot be broken. ¢“All the promises of God
in him are yea, and in him amen.” Now if he has
made us a promise, based on conditions, and we per-
form those conditions, is it possible for him with his
perfection to do otherwise than fulfill on his part?
Our feeling it, would have no bearing on the gquestion.
We need trouble ourselves no farther than to know we
have compligd with the conditions. Then we mayknow
without waiting to feel it, that the Lord performs all
that he has promised. CGod has said, [Jer. xxix, 13,]
«And ye shall seck ¢, and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart;” i. e., when we
come, giving all the heart without reserve, Then when
we have fulfilled these conditions, let us by faith take
hold upon him, and whether we feel him near or not,
we may know we have found him and he accepts us.
This is faith, and the Christian’s life is a life of faith.
Shall we not be satisfied to receive the evidence of
God’s approbation whenever lio sees fit to give it? This
is feeling God’s Spirit, the ¢ Spirit of adoption,” bear-
ing ¢ witness with our spirit that we ave the children
of God.” But we are not to wait for this witness be-
fore we can claim the promise. Let us believe our ac-
ceptance with him because le hag promised, not be-
cause we feel it to be so. Shall we grieve the tender
Spirit by distrusting the word of the Lord, after per-
forming our part of the covenant God proposes in the
above passage? 1 hope this point is so plain that all
can see the difference between faith and foeling.  If 50,
we can understand how it is that from the first we are
to live by faith, feeling beingno guide to christian duty.

Having consecrated all, we are henceforth to make
an effort to keep all upon the altar, continually conse-
crating and consecrated. We are not required to look
forward and imagine future trials and sacrifices ; (God
Las all-sufficient grace to give with everything weshall
meet in the future ;) perfect presont duty only embra-
ces present consecration of all we now have and are,
and faith, without which it is inipossible to please God.
0, how easy it is to live when our all is resting in his
hands who is abundantly able to take care of us, and
can do s0 much better for us than we, in all our little
strength, could do for ourselves.” Come ye who desire
to be the Lord’s, and sigh for a hotter land than this,
come and cast all your care upon him, temporal and
spiritual. Make him your counselor, your guide and
protector. In cvery doubbful quesiion of duty pertain-
ing to body or soul, go to your sympathizing Father
for wisdom. The more you cast your eare upon him,
the more will you love him as you sce how and when
he carveth for yomn, till yon can at length truly say you
love him with all the heart. Andif you love him you
will long to sec him, will you not? and his approach
will lock bright and glorious and very dear to you,
while you can exelaim,

¢ Fly swifter round, ye wheels of time,

And bring the welcome day.”
M. H, 8.

THE TRAINING OF CHILDREN.

Bro. Syata: I forward to you an interesting picce,
as I think, written on the training of childven. 1t was
written by a friend some two years ago, with the view
of presenting it to you for publication, but afterward
laid aside. By request I had an opportunity of perus-
ing it, and considering that it might be useful to some,
1 should like to haveit published. C L. G.

¢ Train up a child in the way he should go, and when
he is old he will not depart from it.”> TProv. xxii, G.

The last clausc of this verse of seripture is quoted
to show the certain, final vesults of good training in all
time, but that these results will evermore appear in the
old age of children who are now living we do not be-
lieve, since heaven and carth are destined lo pass away
long before that period comes. Bui that this fact does
not diminish the importance of their being well trained
we do believe. It rather increases in a ratio with the
cvident shortness of ptobationary time.

What the true and full import of the first clause of
the scriptnre quoted above, in all its particulars, is,
many anxious hearts have desired to know. And well
they may; for it is that upon whic’h hangs endless con-

‘es.

sequences, so far as the destiny of children is concern-
ed, if not of the parents also,

Therefore for parents to be wrought up to a careful-
ness, yet energy of action, and a continual determina-
tion of purpose to know and do their best in this mat-
ter is altogether right. However, it shonld not be the
object of any, on this subject, to excite the feelings
merely, but kindly to correet errors, and inform the
understanding. Therefore it is to be regretted that
some, even those who are not parents, have ever taken
it upon themselves, in exhortation or otherwise, to give
a kind of stirring thrust at parents respecting their
children, caleulated to excite to the utmost, the labor.
ing mind, already excited with fear and anxiety, if not
despair, for their dear offspring, beyond what human
nature feels able to endure ; when in all this, there is
not a word caleulated to correct any error or impart
the least instruction. Doubtless many anxious par-
ents have waited with solicitude to hear some wise and
sympathetic remark, adapted to the especial wants of
their dear children, when to them it seemed that their
own scanty funds of wisdom and knowledge in this
matter were wholly exhausted, and still an imperative
call existed for other rcsources, in order to train them
up in wisdom’s ways. But we find the great source of
instruction fitted to this, as in all our other cases of a
lack in knowledge, is the Bible; hence by a careful
perusal of its contents we are in a measure enabled to
determine whether we are, or are not, pursuing the
path of duty in this matter, as in all others.

In the first place, parents, in their lives and charac-
ters, should be model examples for their children to
imitate. This we shall find is one of the most essen-
tial things in their training. The Bible warrants this
belief. However much may depend upon the diseipline
and the good instruction of children, it would seem the
most reasonable that there should also be a striet har-
mony between the good precept or instruction, and the
example of the instructor. How comparatively power-
less must the best precept teaching prove, when the
understanding of the learner is convinced that the
teacher is in the constant habit of violating the prinei-
ples of the very precepts whicl he is in the practice of
inculeating. [For instance, certain parents enjoin it
upon their children strictly to observe the Sabbath,
when these children know that these same parents fre-
quently desecrate some of its holy moments by indulg-
ing in various amusemonts, and by deing such kinds of
work as is contrary to the spirit of the fourth com-
mandment. How ineffectual the teaching of children
to refrain from any evil practices, when it is wellknown
by them that the parents whe teach them thus are in
the habit of indulging in the same evil practices them-

selves. -
It was said of Caleb, *To him will I give the land

that he hath trodden upon, and to his chiidren, because
he hath wholly followed the Lord,” His perfection in
following the Lord not only secured an inheritance for
himself, but it would seem lLad something to do in se-
curing the same for his childrven,

From the above seripture we obtain some idea of the
importance of example in the case; but Eph. vi, “Be
ye therefore followers of God as dear children,” wlen
critically examined, gives us a more clear, full and
comprehensive view of the subject. But the inquiry
will first be made, As dear childven follow whom? We
answer, as dear children follow their parents. Ilence
if it is cujoined on us to follow God, as dear ehildren
follow their pavents, the subject pre-supposes to our
minds that dear children follow their parents fully ; as
we clearly understand it is our duty to follow God ful-
ly. For the word enjoins that we be perfect as our
Father which is in heaven is perfect. As God is a per-
fect example, and we should follow him perfectly, so
we should be perfect, that cur children may have ox-
amples worthy of imitation.

God is not only a perfect example, but he is perfect
in his government, discipline and instruction. Hence
a part of that perfection which we should aspire after,
consists in the proper government, discipline and in-
struction of our children, or in other words, training
them up in the way they should go. TIn God’s govern-
ment he ig very careful to discipline his children into
the ways of righteousness, It is those whom he loves
that he chastens, and his sons are those whom he scourg-
For they who are without chastisemcnt are bas-
tards, and not sons.

In the second place, parents should command their
children what to do. God said of Abraham, T know
him that he will command his ¢hildren and household
after him; and they shall keep the way of the Loxd,
to do justice and judgment, that the Lord may bring
upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.
Gen. xviii, 19, These commands, if the lives of those
who command correspond with them, will be given in
a manner which will indicate to the children with un-
mistakable evidence, that parents mean what they say;
and henee they will have not only a great solicitude,
but a strong purpose that their commands should be
obeyed.

If we have the principles of our own teachings in
our hearts, we shall manifest a zeal and solicitude ac-
cordingly. Otherwise we cannot manifest that which
we do not possess; 1. e., if we have no solicitude in
regard to & given subject, surely we shall manifest
none. There werc the most important results conge-
quent on Abraham’s commanding his children and his
housebold after him ; it was this: They shall keep the
way of the Lord to do justice and judgment. Further
than this, we may understand by the last clause of the
verse, that the promises given to Abraham were con-
sequent, at least, in part, on the very act of command-
ing his children and household after him in sueh a
manner that they would keep the way of the Lord.
This idea may be objected to, as [Gen. xxvi,] the bless-

iing came upon Isaac, because Abraham obeyed God’s

laws. DBut is it not one of the most comprehensive of
God’s laws, to love our neighbor as ourselves? Then
ought we not to love our children as well as our neighbor?
And if' so, ought we not to do all in our power to dis-
cipline, instruct and encourage our children in the way
in which they should go?

There need be no mistake in regard to what the basis
or foundation of these commands to our children shall
be, ag Deut. xxxii, 46 informs us: ‘¢ And he said un-
to them, set your hearts unto all the words which I
testify among you this day, which ye shall command
your children to observe to do, all the words of thislaw.”

The law of God is the basis of all just commands,
the foundation of all religious teaching, adapted not
only to ourselves, but to our echildren. Therefore
whatsoever we command them to do, should be in per-
feet harmony with it. )

Again, we may understand in what we should com-
mand our children from the passage quoted: ¢ know
that Abraham will command his children and his
household arrer HIm.” If the phrase ¢ afler him”
had not been inserted, we might have been in doubt
as to what he commanded them to do; but as it is, all
is plain; that he commanded them to follow inhisown
footsteps: to do as he had done.

Now as we understand from Gen. xxvi, 5, that Abra-
ham obeyed God’s voice, and kept his charge, his com-
mandments, his statutes and his laws, that he command-
ed his children to do the same, to follow in the same
course of holy living he himself had pursued, we see
at onee the propricty and force of the expression, “He
will command his childven after hdim.”

In the third place, these commands of parents should
be enforced by penalties in cases of disobedience. It
may be thought by some that it is not in harmony with
the spirit of the gospel to inflict corporcal puunishment
upon children for disobedience: notwithstanding the
Spirit of the Lord by the wise man has so frequently
admonished us on this point. As an objection to these
admonitions, it may have occured to our minds that
they were given under the law dispensation, when
children for inflexible disobedience were commanded
to be put to death, But if we would by second thought
discover that corporeal punishmeni was not necessari-
ly conneeted with that destruction law, but was rath-
er, under that dispensation, designed to save children
from it, and in the gospel age to save them from the
more dreadful punishment of the second death, the
above objection would at onee vanish,

That a sentiment against corporeal punishment has,
for a number of years, extensively prevailed, is true;
but that Satan is the author, is as true, from the fact
that the prophets did not hang upen those statutes
which were not good-—the penalties of the moral law
as given to the Jews. But the prophet Solomon with
the rest, hung upon that law of love, the moral law.
Hence his own expression, ¢ He that spareth the rod
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hateth his son, but he that loveth him chasteneth him
betimes,” [Prov. xiii, 24,] is good proof that to chas-
tise children for discbedience is in perfect harmony
with the law of love, and not with the law of de-
struction. Therefore if to use the rod is according to
the law of love, all such discipline should be adminis-
tered in love to the child, and not with feelings of an-
“ger or impatience. For as the laws of nature and the
Bible also, develop the principle that everything in na-
ture begets or produces its like, we ought to be care-
ful lest our improper manner infuse into the minds of
our children more evil than our discipline is adapted
to expel.

That the discipline of childven should be commenced
early, is more than intimated by Prov. xix, 18:
¢ Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy
soul spare for his erying.” Margin. ¢ Let not thy
soul spare to his destruetion, or to cause him to die;”
showing that to spare this chastening unduly, or
through false or spurious affection, to neglect or refuse
to thoroughly and effectually chastise him, while there
is by these means hope of subduing his will to the will
of his parent, and through him to the requirements of
God; we by this neglect expose him, in the most fear-
ful sense, to destruction, by the power of the second
death.

May the Lord help us that are parents to get hold of
such an understanding of simple truth on this point,
that we, and our dear children with us, may enter into
life. The reason why such dizcipline is so imperative-
ly enjoined is given by the wise man,—because fool-
ishness is bound in the heart of a child, but the rod of
correction shall drive it far from him. Prov. xxii, 15.
The Scripture sense of foolishness, is absurdity, folly.
And folly is criminal weakness, depravity of mind. It
may be highly criminal or not so. Let it be either
way, the rod of correction applied properly, and in
season, will prove effectual in eradicating it. Chap.
xxiil, 18, 14, scoms to be the counterpart of the mar-
gin of chap. xix, 18. The first mentioned reads as fol-
lows: ¢ Withhold not correction from a child: for if
thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou
shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul
from hell,”

1t has doubtless been a question in the minds of some
what the true sense of the latter clause of verse 18 is,
It has been understood by some, that if he were beaten
with a rod, by this means he shall not die; i. e., the
rod will not cause him to die. But we now understand
that verse 14 explains it to mean, not as expressed
above, but that this beating with a rod will preserve
him from the second death, or death finally.

Chap. xxix, 15 informs us that the rod and reproof
give wisdom, showing us what is comprised, in part at
least, in training up & child in the way he should go.
Whatever correction, instruction or commands excite
in us a sense of guilt, is properly called veproof; this
enforced with the rod in cases of obstinacy or disobe-
dience is calculated to drive away the native, inherent
foolishness of a child, and instead of these implant in
him the principles of wisdom.

But in the diseipline of children introduced from the
wige man’s teachings, we should be very careful not to
exhibit the least degree of severity. This would serve
to discourage and sink their minds beneath the chance
for a reasonable hope, perhaps inte a sullen despond-
ency. Some of an ardent temperament might be in
danger of falling into this extreme.

This point of truth is made plain by Col. iii, 21.
¢t Fathers, provoke not your children to anger lest they
be discouraged ;”’ and also by Eph. vi, 4. “And ye,
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
¢« But the child left to himself bringeth his mother to
shame.” Tvery observing person, even those who do
not believe in the inspiration of the Bible, who has
seen children thus left, can witness to the truthfulness
and force of the above expression.

Verse 17, I believe, closes the instruction given by
the wise man on this subject. ¢ Correct thy son and
he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto
thy soul.” The parent will not only have rest from
the distressing anxieties which cause many bitter tears
as 8 consequence of the inconsistencies of his wayward-
ness and rebellion, but will have anticipations of de-
light in view of the happy future prospects of one for

whose well-being he feels in a great measure responsi-
ble. This is a rest, methinks, which must be so desir-
able to every parent that they would spare no pains to
enjoy it.

In the fourth place, they should diligently instruct
their children in all practical Bible truth. ¢ Come, ye
children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear
of the Lord.” Ps. xxxiv, 11. *I will utter dark say-
ings of old which we have heard and known and our
fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their
children, showing to the generation to come the prais-
es of the Lord, and his strength and his wonderful
works which he hath done. For he established a tes-
timony in Jacob, and appointed & law in Israel, which
he commanded our fathers that they should make them
known to their children ; that the generation to come
might know them, even the children which should be
born : who should arise and declare them unto their
children.” Ps. Ixxviii, 2-4. ¢ Hear, ye children, the
instruction of a father, and attend to know understand-
ing ; for I give you good doctrine ; forsake ye not my
law ; for I was my father’s son, tender and only be-
loved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also,
and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words;
keep my commandments and live.”” Prov. iv, 1-4.

It appears from the last mentioned seripture, that
the wisest of all men was not only the object of the
tenderest care of his mother, but also of his father’s
constant instruction. Doubtless the excellent qualifi-
cations of these parents to instruct this son were in
part the cause of his attaining to that immense amount
of heavenly wisdom which he afterwards possessed.

There are means adapted to all desirable ends. How
fit it is, at the time of family devotions, after having
read a portion of truth, to spend a few moments in fa-
miliar conversation caleulated to inform their young
minds how to live those truths practically, or to admon-
ish them of any known exrror in a kind and instructing
manner. Those who are in doubt how to go to work
in this matter, ave cited to 1 Thess. ii, 11 for instrue-
tion. ““As ye know how we exhorted, and comforted,
and charged every one of you as a father doth his chil-
dren.” And although this is indirect teaching, and in
a sense incidentally introduced, the languagé s such
as to show for a certainty that the father of a family
does, or should, exhort, and comfort, and charge his
childven as a faithful minister would the people of his
charge.

PRAYER.

3avs Montgomery,

¢ Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,
The Christian’s native air.”

My brother and sister in the Lord, are we breathing
this air? Are we holding that sweel. communion with
our God it is our privilege to enjoy? Do any believers
in present truth neglect to pray, with their families, at
the prayer-meeting, or in their closet ? Let each answer
for themselves. For one I confess with sorrow that
my closet hag been neglected at times, and darkness
was sure to follow; yet I trust my heavenly Father has
forgiven me. Often, especially of late, has the sweet,
subduing Spirit of the Lord descended like the gentle
dew upon me, while bowing with my faniily around the
family altar. Yes, thank the Lord, T havefelt its melt-
ing influence in my heart. Often has the blessed prom-
ise been verified to my soul, ¢ They that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength, they shall niount up
with wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.”

Brethren, the prayer of my heart is, and shall be,
@Give me, O Lord, with thy dear people, a living expe-
rience, a vital, heartfelt religion, a joy unspeakable
and full of glory. Let us therefore come boldly unto a
throne of grace, that we may obtain mevey and find
grace to help in time of need. Heb. iv, 16.

Fellow-traveler to mount Zion, when you find a want
of interest in heavenly and divine things, and darkness
creeping over your soul, fly, O fly to your closet, plead
for your life! Remember,

«Prayer makes the darkest cloud withdraw,
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw;

Gives exercise to faith and love,

Brings every blessing from above.”

Never, O, never neglect the family altar, Let no
consideration within your power to control prevent

your performing this important duty. Plead not, dear
brother, that you have no talent, your business pre-
vents, you have no time, &c. Say not, dear sister,
The cross is too great to bow before my unbelieving
husband. Be strong. ¢ Be of good courage, and the
Lord will strengthen thine heart;” [Ps. xxvii, 14,]
and again, I will never leave nor forsake thee.” Heb.
xiii, 5. I have great reason to fear that some profess-
ed belicvers in present truth neglect to raise their
voices in prayer with their families morning and eve-
ning. If this should meet the eye of any such, be ad-
monished by one that loves you, neglect it no longer.
If you have not commenced, commence now. Be in
earnest; never rest satisfied with a mere form; seek
to get deep and heartfelt religion, and pray in faith,
nothing wavering.

Solemn scenes are just before us. The storm of God’s
wrath is about to burst upon a world lying in wicked-
ness. What is done must be done quickly. How shall
we be sheltered in that day ? Signs portend it near.
‘We need not be at a loss for amoment. Hearthe bless-
ed Saviour : < Watch ye therefore, and pray always,
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the
Son of man.” Luke xxi, 36. Gro. Wrigur,

Lapeer, Mich.

IN RUINS.

Tais world is a ruin.  All over its surface are evi-
dences of its decay. Internal fires belching forth vol-
canic matter with sullen mutterings, or shaking < ter-
ra firma’”’ from center to circumference, sometimes en-
gulphing towns and cities in one common destruction,
rivers of liquid rock burying in their flow the crowded
city and fruitful field,, destroying the hopes of man.

Armies trained to war, drawn up in battle array, in
one short hour cut short the fond hopes of home and
kindred. Children are made fatherless, and parents
childless, the joyous bride is widowed, and many a hap-
py home is desolated forever. Tears flow in rivers,
hopeless, fruitless tears, from hapless orphans, and be-
reaved survivors, with whom is left the sting of war,
while relentless poverty, wretchedness and famine, fol-
low close in its wake.

Nations, once strong, gifted, and far-famed in histo-
ry and in song, now lie buried in oblivion, and were it
not for the historian’s page, would now be as unknown
as the builders of Noph. Where are the ancient em-
pires of Chaldea, and Media, and Persia, and Greece,
and Rome ? Who will claim that the present popula-
tion and governments of those countries, do at all com-
pare, either in virtue or intelligence, with those ancient
empires? No; ocould those ancient warriors awake
from the dust and behold their present representatives,
their faces would mantle with shame.

Cities once populous and wealthy, compassed with
massive walls, and defended by brave and true mon;
cities of seemingly inexhaustible resources, adorned
with all that was beautiful and costly in art, and en-
riched with all that was admired and loved in litera-
ture and science, have crumbled into decay. What
could stay their fall? Where now is Athens, the boast
and pride of classic Greece ? Where is Rome, that once
numbered her seven millions, that humbled kings and
emperors as its legitimate every-day business, that for
centuries gave law to the world? Where are Mercu-
laneum and Pompei, with their luxurious inhabitants?
Where is Carthage with its Hannibal? Where are
Nineveh and Babylon with their mighty wealth and
prowess ? Tyre with its ingenious and skillful artisans,
its independence and its enterprise? Where is Jeru-
salem, with its beaunteous walls and towers, its gardens
and vineyards, and fountains and aqueducts, its tem-
ple lined with gold, its streets paved with mosaie, its
Davids and Solomons ?

Go with the geologist, view the different strata of
earth and rock lying in confusion, as if rent and piled
by some strong convulsions of nalure, and {ragnents
of rock strewed afar upon the surface of the earth, sea
shells upon the tops of lofty mountains, while fossilre-
mains of unknown animals lie here and there imbed-
ded in the earth ; or with the antiquarian explore ru-
ins of Central and North America, which display the
industry and skill of & race now extinct; or dive into
the deep sca, and count the treasures there buried,
which centuries of labor had amassed; or visit the
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tombs and cemeteries with which earth is filled, and
cotnt the myriads of men, the mean and the noble, the
good and the bad, sleeping in the dust, waiting the
, last trump to call them forth ; or take a glance at the
inhabitants of earth, how the great man boweth down,
and the mean man humbleth himself, each {0 his God;
heathens debased to the level with the brutes, while
enlightened men worship mammon, thus slighting their
Creator, and scoffing at hig messages, and as you med-
itate, answer the question, Is not ecarth a ruin ?
J. Crarxa.

HYMN.

“Adnd agam they said Alleluia. And her smoke rose
up for ever and ever.,”  Rev. xiz, 8.

Wnex Jesus.descends down the pathway of heaven,
And all his bright angels in glory attend,

May we thro’ his mercy be changed and made like him,
To join the grand chorus that never shall end.

Hallelujah, amen! Hallelujah, amen !
And again we shall shout hallelujah, and glory
To God in the Highesi—
Hallelujah, amen !

When the Bride of the Lamnb forher marriagemade ready,
Arrayed in fine linen and jewels most rare,
Meets whom her soul loveth to join him forever,
We long in that union and anthem to share,
Cnionus.

She'll truly be clear as the sun in his splendor,
And fair as the moon in her glory by night ;
Her terror is like to an army with banners
Where two will put swiftly ten thousand to flight.
Cironrus,

The church will obey the commands of Jehovah,
And follow the Lamb wheresover he goes;
The faith and the patience of Jesus will make her
The light of the world and the wonder of foes.
Cnoxrvus.

Sing pralse to our God all ye scrvants that fear him,
Be glad and vejoice evermore in that day ;
The church of the first-born who’re written in heaven,
Will join you in chanting the heavenly lay.
Cuorus,

O blessed are they who ave ealled to the suppor
That God hath in glory prepared for his son;
Where all will partake with their Lord and Redecmer
Of the fruit of the vine in that kingdom to come,
Cuonus.
. Eowix C. Stsnms.
Lortland, Me.

Extract from the Syriac Testament.

Bur this know thou, that in the latter days hard
tiimes will come; and men will be lovers of themselves,
and lovers of money, boasters, proud, censorious, un-
yielding toward thecir own people, deniers of grace,
wicked, calumniators, addicted to concupiscence, fero-
cious, hators of the good, treacherous, rash, inflated,
attached to pleasure more thaun to the love of God, hav-
ing a form of respect for God, but wide from the pow-
er of God. Them who are such, repel from thee. 2
Tim. iii, 1-0.

The above portrait of the sins of DBabylon, though
sufficiently plain in our New Testament, seem to be
much more emphatic and glaring in this translation.

G. W. A.

THE PSALMS OF DAVID.

The last psalm ends with a chorus to the praise of
Gtod, in which the poet calls on all people, all instru-
ments of sacred music, all the elements and all the
stars to join. Sublimo finale of that opera of sixty
years sung by the shepherd, the hero, the king and the
old man!

In the closing psalm we sce the almost inarticulate
enthusiasm of the lyric poet; so rapidly do the words
press to his lips, floating upward toward God their
source, like the smoke of & groat fire of the soul wafted
by the tempest ! Here we sce David, or rather the hu-
man heart itself, with all its God-given notes of grief,
joy, tears and adoration—poetry sanctified to its high-
est expression; a vase of perfume broken on the steps
of the temple, and shedding abroad its odors from the
heart of David to the heart of all humanity! He-
brew, Christian, or even Mohammedan—every re-

ligion, cvery complaint, every prayer, has taken from
this vase, shed on the heights of Jerusalem, where-

with to give forth their accents. The little shep-
herd has become the master of the sacred choir of the
universe. There is not a worshiper on earth who
prays not with his words, or sings not with his voice.
A chord of his harp is to be found in all choirs, resound-
ing everywhere, and forever in unison with the echoes
of Horeb and Engaddi! = David is the Psalmist of eter-
nity; what a destiny—what a power hath poetry
when inspired by God!

As for myself, when my spirit is excited, or devotional,
or sad, and seeks for an echo to its enthusiasm, its de-
votion, or its melancholy, I do not open Pindar, or
Horace, or Hafiz, those purely academic poets ; neither
do I find myself murmuring to express my emotion. I
open the book of Psalms, and there I find words which
seem to issue from the soul of the ages, and which pen-
etrate even to the heart of all generations. Happy
the bard who has thus become the eternal hymn, the
personified prayer and complaint of all humanity! If
we look back to that remote age when such songs re-
sounded over the world, if we consider that while the
yrie poetry of all the most cultivated nations only sang
of wine, love, blood, and the victories of coursers at the
games of Elidus, we are seized with profound astonish-
ment at the mystic accents of the shepherd prophet,
who speaks to God the Creator as one friend to another,
who understands and praises his great works, admires
his justice, implores his mercy, and becomes, as it were,
an anticipative echo of the evangelical poetry, speak-
ing the soft words of Christ before his coming. Proph-
et or not, as he may be considered by Christian or scep-
tie, none can deny in the poet king an inspiration grant-
ed to no other man. Read Greek or Latin poetry af-
ter a psalm, and see how pale it looks ?'—Lamartine.

THE RESURRECTION.

TaExre is not a departed joy, or hope, or expestation
of the Christian, but will be restored to him in theres-
urrection of his Lord. I mourn not so much over the
body or person of my friend who is gone, as 1 mourn
over the loves and hopes that have been blasted and
withered by the same touch of death and buried with
him; but the resurrection of the Lord tcaches me that
there is a day to dawn when there will be restored to
me in heaven all that I have loved and lost; and not
more eagerlty will 1 elasp to my arms the forms of those
who are dear, than T will lay to my heart these blessed
memories which I thought had gone perhaps for ever,
and which now have come bounding back to me. Icare
not what or how trivial they may be, they shall all
come back. There will not be atreasure over which the
jealous eye of the Lord will not watch, and which his
careful hand will not restore to the arms and fixed pos-
session of his followers. .

Nothing valuable, nothing dear to the Christian, is
too trivial to be treasured by the Lord. Nothing good
perishes, It is impogsible. Out of the world’s wreck,
all that is worth saving will be saved. Every corner
of the creation will be searched, the sea shall give up
the dead that are in them. The trivialities of lifel who
does not krow, though he may blush to have it said,
that the dearest and most intimate affections of the
heart are often called forth by objects so slight that
we would not have another know it—the little things
which we have laid away in a corner ofour hearts, and
upon which we doat so fondly! IHas not a parent’s
fountain of tears been broken up by the sight of a
little stray shoe which once imprisoned a tiny foot
that is since enshrouded in the grave? Who does not
confess this element of our nature—not of human
weakness, but of human power? 1In the great day of
the resurrection there will be nothing missing. That
Jesus who, in the mighty act of conquering death, re-
membered to lay agide his shroud with care, and fold-
ed the napkin and put it away in a place by itself, will
overlook nothing. The widow’s mite willbe returned
a thousand fold into her bosom as amine of overflowing
wealth, The cup of cold water given to a disciple will
flow back a fountain of everlasting joy. Nothing, I
care not whether it be a soft ringlet or the memory of
a child’s smile, that has been cherished by a saint of
the Lord, but will be sacredly preserved, while the
earth returns to chaos, and given back to him.

Oh, then, what a glorious morn will the resurrection
be! Methinks I see the glad procession coming up—a
multitude, to which the throng I behold to-night isbut

a drop in the vast ocean whom no man can - number!
I see them coming up in robes of white, with crowns
of everlasting joy upon their heads, and palms of vie-
tory in their hands. I hear their shouts of gladness
as they ery, ¢Victory! worthy is the Lamb that hath
redeemed us!” Fathers and mothers grasp children
long lost. Husbands and wives, separated many cen-
turies, fall again into eachother’s arms. Ihear a voice
which calls my own name! I start as did Mary when
Jesus gently uttered that word, Mary I’ That voice!
I had dreamed of it all through my life, ever since my
boyhood. Iknow it; and the child is clasped in the
arms of its mother, who cries out, My son!” and the
child looks up and whispers, ¢ Mother !’ in the old fa~
niliar strain, and rests again in the bosom that gaveit
life. I behold these reunions: no one comes alone or
empty-handed, but all go with arms full and laps laden
with treasures, which the grave and the sea had buried,
but which now are all restored for ever with the com-
ing back of Jesus.—Rev. 4. Kingman Nott.
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“Then they that feared the Lord, spake often
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From Sister Havirland.

Bro. Swrra: It has been about eight months since
Bro. A. IL. Daniels, through the goodness of God, pre-
sented the truth in this place. Assoon as I had heard
it fully explained, I saw that there was great beauty
in it, and embraced it with joy. My companion also
Jjoined with me, and since that time we have been try-
ing to keep God’s ten commandments, and the word of
God has become 2 new book to us. I feel to-day to
praise the Lord for his goodness in sending the truth
here, and that I had an ear to hear and a heart to obey
it. I feelthat I can give up all for his dear name’s
sake. I am willing to part with the world, its fashions
and enjoyments, for an interest in the kingdom of
heaven.

For some years past I have desired to be a Christian,
but could see no sure foundation to rest my hope upon;
so I was living without a hope in Christ; but I praise
the Lord that my eyes have at last been opened to a
sense of my duty towards God. For a few weeks past
I have felt more and more engaged in this great and
glorious work. I feel that it is high time to awake,
and that God’s people must be up and doing. I am
determined to have on the whole armor of faith and
righteousness, that T may be able to stand in the great
and coming day of the Lord. I have often wondered
that so many people should turn a deaf ear to the truth.
They seem to be wrapped up in the world, and think
more of a little of earth’s gain, and of trying to please
the world, than of trying to please God.

There arc only four of us in this neighborhood that
keep the Sabbath of the Lord, and we often feel lonely,
but not discouraged. No, bless the Lovrd! we grow
stronger and stronger in the faith of the third angel’s
message. I do firmlybelieve that it is the last message
of mercy to a dying world.

From your unworthy sister trying to prepare for the
coming of the Saviour. Saram HaviruaAND.

Sumner, Wis.

Sister M: L. Scott writes from East Townsend, Ohio,
Aug. 19th, 1859: ¢« My heart beats in unison with the
people of God. The story of the cross is always the
same good story. I rejoice in the service of such a
King as ours, and I know if I serve him aright my af-
fections will be set on things above, not on things on
this earth, for we cannot serve two masters. There
arc o few here who are striving to keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus; but there is also
much darkness and opposition, especially to the Sab-
bath truth. This we expect, and are willing to share
in the trials of the people of God that we may be made
partakers of the heavenly joys in store for the right-
eous when the good Shepherd shall gather home his
jewels. T am thankful that we have had the present
truth preached to us, and we would continue in the
things which we have learned and been assured of,
knowing that we have learned them from the Serip-
tures of truth, which are able to make us wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. O,
for an entire consecration to God, te do and to suffer
his will, that we may overcome and meet with the
saints on mount Zion.”




128

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

[Vol. xiv.

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

BATTLE ORERE, MICH., FIFTH-DAY, SEPTEMEBER 8, 1858,

The Fathers.

How far it is advisable to multiply testimony in re-
gard to the light in which the Fathers should be held
in deciding theological questions, we cannot say. Per-
haps enough has been already adduced. But the fol-
lowing may have more weight with some than any oth-
er testimony, seeing it is a principle laid down in a
standard work on Logic :

¢¢ The testimony of good and wise men is entitled to
high consideration. But we do not ultimately and se-
curely settle a point which they profess to believe until
wae have ascertained the greunds on which they believe.
The same principles of evidence are common to them
and to ourselves; if, therefore, they have beliveved on
Jjust principles, we must be capable of perceiving them.”
Tappan, p. 433.

Teﬁt Meseting in Wauseon, Ohio,

TuE meeting commenced according to appointment
on the 28th of July. Bro. Butler was obliged to go
home on business and left me to commence the meet-
ing alone, intending to return, on second-day, Aug. Ist.
I was taken sick on the night of the first meeting, and
Bro. B. did not return till the 2d, and then so disabled
by an accident occasioned by his horse’s running away,
that he was not able to be with me. Under these circum-
stances I gave fifteen lectures, my health constantly fail-
ing. At the end of that time Bro. Butler was able to be
out, and Bro, Holt providentially came, so that I was
relieved.

The interest was good throughout. Many were con-

“vinced of the truth, but worldly considerations swayed
the great majority. But several decided to keep the
Sabbath, and our success was full as good as we an-
ticipated. As I left before the appointed Sabbath
meeting, I cannot speak more definitely of the result
at present.

As brethren may be inquiring why I am so long
from the field of my labor, I would here say, that on
account of my failing health it was deemed advisable
for me to leave and attend to some business matters
that demanded my attention. After my return home
my disease determined to a chill fever, of which [ was
very sick. This is now broken, and I am so far re-
covered that I expect to leave for Ohio in a day or
two. By letter recently received, I learn that Bro.
Butler also has the chill fever, and is unable to labor
at present. We hope the churches will remember us in
our weakness, and not cease to pray the Lord of the
harvest to bless and carry on his own work.

JoU. W,

Burlington, Mich., Sept. 4.

Excommunicated.

Bro. Syrra : Not long since I clipped the following
from the Fxeter News Leitter, Aug. 1, 1859

« Fxcommunicated-—During the last week a member
of Dr. Cheever’s church in N. Y., was excommunicated
for asserting that there is mo authority in the New
Testament for keeping Sunday after the manner of the

Jewish Sabbath.”
This shows the Dr’s, manner of disposing of his mem-

bers who dave express an opiniou against seriptural
authority for Sunday-keeping. Why not take the Bi-
ble and show the member the chapter and verse where
we are bound to remember the First-day to keep it ho-
ly? Why does not some learned man find it, if it is
there ? Is the first-day anywhere called the Sabbath
in the Bible? A preacher told me, a few days since,
he did not know that it was. But I have heard him
call it the Sabbath several times since. Is this right?
1t is easy to callthe first-day the Sabbath, but to prove
it, is quite another thing, The more the learned and
the unlearned try to sustain Sunday, the more blind-
ness and davkness they manifest. Their arguments
and efforts on this point, remind me of what the father
said of his dwarf son, ¢ His greatness,”” said he, ‘“con.
sists in his littleness.” A. 8. Hrroniws,

Brevities.

HarsHNESS, in rebuke, is like a surgeon who would
use pincers instead of forceps, or an awl instead of a
lance.

Lending. Some are willing to borrow, but their own
property is so nice and choice that it would soon be ru-
ined by being lent, so they refuse to lend, even to those
who have rendered to themmost signal benefits. ¢“Give
to him that asketh thee.”

Scolding children and others, for their faults, will
remedy them just as an application of hot water would
cure a burn. ‘A soft word breaketh the bone.”

People often grant needless favors to the rich and
the able, while the poor, the weak, the friendless and

the feeble are neglected, unnoticed and forgotton. ¢ He
that giveth to the rich shall surely come to want.”
Many people who would know how to put atrue val-
ue upon a farm, or a village lot, or a horse, will sell
their best interests for a eigar or a paper of tobacco.
J. CLARKE.

DAILY WORK.

Ix the name of God advancing,
Sow thy seed at morning light,
Cheerily the furrows turning,
Labor on with all thy might.
Look not to the far off future,
Do the work which nearest lies;
Sow thou must before thou reapest,
Rest at last is labor’s prize.

Standing still is dangerous ever,
Toil is meant for Christians now ;
Let there be, when evening cometh,
Honest sweat upon thy brow.
And the Master shall come, smiling,
When work stops, at set of sun,
Saying, as he pays thy wages,
“Good and faithful man, well done !”

APPOINTMENTS.

PrOVIDENCE permitting, there will be a general con-
ference in Ulysses, Potter Co., Pa., the third Sabbath
in September. .

Bretliren and sistersin Penn. and N. Y. are all invit-
ed to attend. We want Bro. and Sr. White to be here
if they possibly can; also Bro. R. F. Cottrell.

In behalf of the church. Nargany FUrLner.

P. 8. A team will be at the Genesee station on the R.
R. for Bro. W. if he will answer and say when.

N. F.

Providence permitting, there will be a Conference at
Deerfield, Steele Co., Minnesota, to commenece Oct. 14,
1859, at 2 o’clock P. M., and hold over Sabbath and
first-day, and as much longer as thought proper.

Another Conference will be held at Bro. Moses W.
Porter’s, five miles north of Mantorville, Dodge Co.,
Minnesota, commencing Oct. 21st, at 2 o’clock P. M.,
and continuing over Sabbath and first-day.

I hope our friends will come together praying that
success may attend our efforts to spread the truth in
Minnesota. Wi 8. INGRAHAM.

Bro. and Sister White will be in Mass. Sept. 10th,
Vermont 16-18, Topsham, Me., 24th and 25th. We
hope to meet a gereral gathering at Topsham.

' Janus WHITE.

Providence permitting, I will preachat the ved school
house one mile north of Parkville, St. Joseph Co.,
Mich., Sabbath, Sept. 17th, at 2 o’clock P. M., and on
Sunday, the 18th, at 104 A. M., and 7 P. M.

J. N. LovGHBOROUGH,

et e — o —

Letters.

UNpei this head will be found a full list of those from whom letters are
received from week to week, If any do not find their lesters thus acknowl
cdged, they may know they have not come to hand.

M. W. Hargrave, R. F. C., II. N. Bates, J. Jaflrey,
C. W. Stanley 2, P. Mongan, D. C. Elmer, Wm. H. Gra-
ham, L. Mighells, E. C. Stiles, Geo. Wright, J, I. Farns-
worth, L. Adams, Geo, Cobb, A, Smith, J. B. Sweet,
M. A. Ashley, D. Rathbun, J. H. W,, S. M. Shiry, J.
Byington, Wm. S8, Ingrabam, J. W., A. 8. Hutchins,
1. W. Gordon, E. M. Huatchins, J. Clarke, S. C. Wel-
come, J, Harvey, Jno. Barrows, E. 8. Faxon, A. Dyer,
D. Robbins, R. Hilton.

Receipts.

ANNEXED to each receipt in the following list, is the Volume and Num-
ber of the  Review and Herald™ o which the money receipted pays, If
money for the paper is not in due time acknowledged, immediate notice of
the omission should then be given.

FOR REVIEW AND LERALD,

J. P. Lewis 2,00,xv,1. R. W. Campbell 2,00,xiv,1.
J. Porter 1,00,xvii,1. J. Wood 1,00,xiij,1. J., P.
Munsell, 1,00,xiii,14. Geo. Cobb (for D. Cobb) 1,00,
xvi,14. D. Rathbun 2,00,xiv,1. M. A. Ashley 2,00,

xiv,1. C. W. Stanley 2,00,xiv,18. D. Robbins 2,00,
xv,1. J. B. Sweet 1,00,xi,1. J. Eckert 0,50,xv,14.

L. 8. Faxon (for Mrs. 8. Lewis) 0,27,xv,1.
For MissioNany Purroses.—D. C. Elmer $1,00.

For Micu. TeExT.—Sr. Wm. Smith, §1. R. W.
Campbell 2. R. Godsmark $2.

Books Published at this Office.

Hywins for those who keep the Commandments of God
and the Faith of Jesus. This Book contains 352 pp., 430
Hymns, and 76 pieces of Music. Price, 60 cents.---In
Moroceo 65 cents.

Supplement to the Advent and Sabbath Hymn Book, 100
pp. Price 25 cents---In Muslin 35 cents.

Spiritual Gifts, or The Greal Controversy between Christ
and his angels, and Satan and bis angels, containing 224
pp.neatly bound in Morocco or Muslin. Price 50 cents,

Bible Tracts, Two Vols, 400 pp. each. Price 50 cts. each.

Sabbath Tracts, Nos. 1, 2,3 & 4. This work presents
condensed view of the entire Sabbath question.—184 pp.
Price 15 cents.

The Three Angels of Rev. ziv, 6-12, particularly the
Third Angel's Message, and the Two-horned Beast, 148
pp. Price Bcents :

The Atonement---196 pp, Price 15 cents. .

Mannot Immortal: the only Shield aguinet the Seductions
of Mod ern Spiritualism.~---148 pp. Price 15 cents.

Man’s present condition, and fulure reward or punish-
isbment.---196 pp. Price 15 cents.

The Bible Class. This work contains 52 Lessons on the
Law of God and Faith of Jesus.---Price 15 cents.
15A Back for Everybody, on the Kingdom of God. Price

cents.

The Prophecy of Daniel—the Four Kingdoms—the Sanc-
tuary and 2300 days, Price 15 cents.

The Saint’s Inheritunce. Price 10 cents,

Modern Spiritualism ; its Nature and Tendency—an
able exposure of the heresy.---Price 10 cents

The Law of God. Testimony qf both Testaments relative
to the law of God—ils knowledge from Creation, its nature
and perpetuity---is presented. Price 10 cents.

Miscellany. Seven Tracts on the Sabbath, Second .ddvent,
&e, Price 10cents.

Facts for the Times. Eutracts from the writings of Em-
nent anthors, ancient and modern, Price 10 cents.

The Signs of the Times. Price 10 cents.

The Seven Trumpets. Price 10 cents,

The Nature and Ubligation of the Sabbath of the Fourth
Commandment, with remarks on the Great Apostasy and
Perils of the Last Days. Price 5 cents.

Bible Student’s Assistant. A collection of proof-texts on
important subjects. 36 pp. Price 5 cents.

The Cslestial Railroad. Price 5 cents

Perpetuity of the Royal Law. Price 5 cenids.

Last Work of the True Church. Price 5 cents.

Review of Crozier. This work is a faithful revicw of the
No-Sabbath heresy. Price 5 cents.

Brief exposition of Matt xxiv. Price b cents.

Review ¢f Fillio on the Sabbath Question. Price 5 cents.

Brown's Experience. Price 5 cents.

The Truth Found—A short argument for the Sabbath.
Price 5 cents. . '

SIXTEEN PAGE TRACTS. Who Changed the Sabbath?
Unity of the Church—Both Sides—Spiritual Gifts, Price
$1 per 100.

LIGHT PAGE TRACTS, Wesley on the Law—Appeal to
Men of Reason, on Immortality. Price 50 cents per 100.

These small Tracts can be sont at the above prices, post-
paid, in packages of not less than eight ounces.

Home Hereand Homein Heaven, with other poems This
work embraces all those sweet and Seriptural poems written
by Annie R. Swmith, from the time she embraced the third
message till she foll asleep in Jesus. Price 25 cents In
papercovers, 20 cents.

Timeand Prophecy. Thiswork is a peetic comparison of
the events of time with the sure wordof Prophecy, Price 20
cents. In paper covers, l5cents. .

Word for the Sabbath. Price 5 cents

The Chart.—A Pictorial Iilusiration of the Visions of
Daniel and John, 20 by 25 inches Puice 25 e¢ts. On roll-
erg, post-paid, $1,00,

Tracts in other Fanguages.

GERMAN. Dag LWefen deg Sabbathg und

unfere Berpflidhtung auf ihn nady dem Biexten
Gebote,

A Tract of 80 pp., a Translation of Nature and Obligation
of the Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment. Price 10 cents.

HOLLAND. De¢ Natuur en Verbinding van den Sabbath
volgens het vierde Gebodt Translated trom ‘the same as
the German. Price 10 cents.

FRENCH. Le Sabbat de la Bible.
bath of 32 pp. Price bcents.

La Grande Statue de Daniel 11, et les Quatre Betes Sym-
boligues et quelques remarques sur la Seconde Venue de
Christ, et sur le Cinquieme Royaume Universel. A Tract of
32 pp. on the Prophecies. Price 5 cents.

A Tract on the Sab-

Books from other Publishers.

Debt and Grace as related to the Doctrine of a Future
Life, by C. F. Hudson. Published by J, P. Jewett & Co,,
Bustoa. 480 pp. 12 mo. Price $1,25.

Works published by . L. Hastings, for sale at this Office,

The Voice of the Church on the Coming and Kingdom of
the Redeemer, by D. T. Taylor. Price $1,00.

The Great Controversy bstween God and Man, by H. L,
Hastings. 167 pp., bound in cloth, price 60 cents.

The Fale of Infidelity, 175 pp., cloth gilt, Price 25 cents

Future Punishment, By H. H. Dobney, PriceTh

Pauline Theology. An argument on Fulure Punishment
in Paul’s fourteen epistles, Price 15 cents.

Tracts of 24 pages. Church not in Darkness; The Three
Worlds; The Last Days; Plain Truths; New IHeavens and
Earth; Ancient Landmarks. Price 5 cents,

§Z&" These Publications will be sent by Mail, post-paid,
at their respective prices  One-third discount by the quanti-
ty of not less than $5 worth. In this case, postage added
when sent by Mail, All orders to insure attention, must he
accompanied with the cash. unless special arrangements be
made. Give your Name, Post Office, County and State, dis- -
ynetli Address Urian Smith, Battle Creck, Mich.
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