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the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy 
house into the ark; for thee have I seen right-
eous before me in this generation." Chap. vii, 1. 
"And Enoch walked with God, and he was not 
for God took him." Chap. v, 24. " For before 
his translation he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God." Heb. xi, 5. 
Thesd are all said to have been righteous-to have 

wrought righteousness-and to have walked with 
God. Here we will spring an important question. 
How were they righteous ? We answer, By do-
ing righteousness. " He that doeth righteous-
ness is righteous even as he is righteous. He 
that committeth sin is of the Devil." 1 John iii, 
7, 8. " Whosoever doeth not righteousness is 
not of God." Verse 10. "Every one that doeth 
righteousness is born of God." Chap. ii, 29. 

In the foregoing John states, 1. Who is right-
eous. 2. Who is of the Devil. 3. Who is not 
of God. He that doeth righteousness is born of 
God; is not of the Devil; does not commit sin. 
But sin is the transgression of the law; therefore 
he does not transgress, but obeys the law. He 
that is of the Devil doeth not righteousness; does 
not obey the law, but committeth sin, i. e., trans-
gresses the law; is not born of God; is not of 
him; does not love him; argues that the law is 
abolished, &c. 

Having now shown how righteousness is ob-
tained and wrought, we proceed in the next place 
to show what right is ; what rig'Iteousness is. 
David says, " The statutes (laws) of the Lord are 
right." Ps. xix, 8. " Thy testimonies that thou 
hast commanded are righteous and very faithful; 
for all thy commandments are righteousness." 
Ps. cxix, 138, 172. Therefore, according to this 
divinely inspired witness, the law is the standard 
of right: of righteousness. 	Hence those who 
would do right (work righteousness), must con-
form to this divine standard. Proof. "And it 
shall be our righteousness if we observe to do all 
these commandments before the Lord our God as 
he hath commanded us." Deut. vi, 25. The pa-
triarchs from Adam to Moses walked with God; 
were righteous and did right. Therefore God's 
law existed in their time, and they obeyed it; 
otherwise they could not have been righteous. 

II. 	God rewarded the righteous with many 
blessings. Proof. Abel enjoyed the special 
blessings of heaven. But why so ? Because his 
works were righteous. Heb. xi, 4. 2. Noah 
and his house were saved from being destroyed 
by the flood. And why was God so good to 
them ? Ans. " For thee have I seen righteous 
before me in this generation," 	Gen. vii, 1, 3. 
Enoch was translated to heaven that he should 
not see death. What an inestimable blessing ! 
This he received because he was righteous and 
walked with God. Heb. xi, 5. God has prom-
ised to reward only those who keep his command-
ments. "In keeping them there is great reward." 
Ps. xix, 11. Hence those who received such 
great rewards kept the law of their heavenly Fa-
ther. 

III. .litany were then wicked and sinners. 
1. Cain was wicked and slew his brother. 

Gen. iv, 8. John says, Cain was of that wicked 
One, the Devil. 1 John iii, 12. Query. Who 

is of the Devil ? Ans. " He that committeth 
sin is of the Devil." Verse 8. What is sin? 
"Transgression of the law." Verse 4. There-
fore God's law was binding on man as far back as 
Cain, who broke the sixth commandment----Thou 
shalt not kill. 

2. The antediluvians. Of man in that day God 
said, " Every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually." 	Gen. vi, 5. 
"The earth also was corrupt before God, and the 
earth was filled with violence. And God looked 
upon the earth and behold it was corrupt; for all 
flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth." 
Verse 12. But could they have been wicked 
and sinners if there was no law of morals to which 
they were to conform? They could not; for 
where no law is there is no transgression. Rom. 
iv, 15. But they were sinners, and therefore the 
law was binding upon them, and they broke it. 

3. Joseph refused to comply with the immod-
est request of Potiphar's wife, saying, How can I 
do this great wickedness and sin against God ? 
Gen. xxxix, 9. But how could he have sinned 
against God in so-doing, unless God had given a 
law forbidding that crime ? But he would have 
sinned had he yielded to her wishes. Therefore 
God's great moral law, the seventh command of 
which forbids adultery, was binding in the time 
of Joseph. 

4. The inhabitants of Sodom. Of these Peter 
says, "They vexed righteous Lot with their filthy 
conversation and uNlawful deeds." 2 Pet. ii, 7. 
This is direct proof that the law was binding in 
their time, and that Lot was righteous in obeying 
it, and that they were ungodly and their deeds 
unlawful because they disobeyed it. But if the 
law was not binding in their time, how was this 
possible ? It was not possible. For in the ab-
sence of moral law there can be no moral charac-
ter. Hence Lot could not have been righteous. 
Neither could they have been ungodly; neither 
could their deeds have been unlawful; for where 
there is no law a deed can be neither lawful nor 
unlawful. But their deeds were unlawful. 
Therefore the law must have existed in their 
time,and they sinned against it. 

IV. 	The punishment of the wicked. 1. The 
punishment of Cain. Cain was severely chastis-
ed. This, however, was perfectly just; for he 
had broken a just law, and had deprived his 
brother of that which he could not restore to him. 
God said to him, "Thou art cursed from the 
earth." " When thou tillest the ground, it shall 
not henceforth yield unto thee her strength. A 
fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the 
earth. And Cain said unto the Lord, My pun- 
ishment is greater than I can bear." 	Gen. iv, 
11-13. 

2. The antediluvians. Of their punishment it 
was said; And the Lord said I will destroy man 
whom I have created from the face of the earth." 
Gen. vi, 7. This was truly a great punishment. 
Such however is the unhappy end of the sinner 
[Phil. iii, 19], and the wages of his disobedience 
to God's law. Rom. vi, 23. 

3. The people of Sodom. Their punishment 
was awfully severe. They were destroyed by fire 
and brimstone, and thus set forth as an example 

       

   

OUR REST. 

   

 

[Bite. SMITH : The following lines have comforted my 
heart. I copy them for the Review if you deem them 
worthy of a place there. 	 A. S H.] 

" The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared to the glory which shall be revealed in us." 
Rom. viii, 18. 

MY feet are worn and weary with the march 
Over rough roads and up the steep hill-Side: 

0, city of our God, I fain would see 
Thy pastures green, where peaceful waters glide. 

My hands,are weary, laboring, toiling on, 
Day after day, for perishable meat: 

0, city of our God, I fain would rest ; 
I sigh to gain thy glorious mercy-seat. 

My garments, travel-worn and stained with dust, 
Oft rent by briars and thorns that crowd my way, 

Would fain be made, 0 Lord, my righteousness, 
Spotless and white in heaven's unclouded ray 

My eyes are weary looking at the sun, 
Impiety, and scorn upon the earth : 

0, city of our God, within thy walls, 
All, all are clothed upon with the new birth. 

My heart is weary of its own deep sin, 
Sinning, repenting, sinning still alway 

When shall my soul thy glorious presence feel, 
And finds its guilt, dear Saviour, washed away ? 

Patience, poor soul ; the Saviour's feet were worn : 
The Saviour's heart and hands were weary too; 

His garments stained, and travel-worn and old, 
His sacred eyes blinded with tears for you. 

Love thou the path of sorrow that he trod ; 
Toil on, and wait in patience for thy rest : 

0, city of our God, we soon shall see 
Thy glorious walls, home of the loved and blest. 

 

   

THE LAW OF GOD 

BY B. r. SNOOK. 

   

  

CHAPTER II. 

THE law of God was binding on man in the 
patriarchal age of the world. This is shown 1. 
By the righteousness of many. 2. By the re-
ward of the righteous. 3. By the wickedness 
of many. 4. By the punishment of the wicked. 
5. By plain declarations of the Bible. 6. By 
specifying each commandment. 

I. Men are said to have been righteous then. 
Proof. " Abel offered unto God a more excel-

lent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous." Paul, speaking 
of all the patriarchs, says, "Who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness." Heb. 
xi, 6; 33. " And spared not the old world, but 
saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 
-righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the 
world of the ungodly." 2. Pet. ii, 5. Noah was 
a just man and perfect in his generations, and 
Noah walked with God." Gen. vi, 9. " And 
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to those who should afterward live ungodly (un- 
lawfully). 	Gen. xix, 12, 13; 2 Pet. ii, 6; Jude 
7. 	Corollary : God punishes none but sinners, 
the wicked who transgress his law. 	No one can 
be a sinner where there is no law to sin 	against. 
Hence if there had been no law binding in the 
age of the patriarchs, there would have been no 
sinners, 	and 	therefore 	nobody punished. 	But 
there were many sinners, and God punished them 
for their sins, which he could not in justice have 
done had there been no law binding upon them. 
Therefore we conclude that the law was then 
.binding 	 ' 

V. 	Plain, declarations of 	Scripture. 	1. 
" Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, 
my commandment, my statutes, and my laws." 
Gen. xxvi, 5. 	Who with such a declaration be- 

but the infidel or atheist. 	This testimony is right 

the law of the Most High in Abraham's time, not 
less than four hundred years before God spoke 

2. " And 	(God) 	said, If thou wilt diligently 
hearken their to the voice of the Lord thy God, and 
wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt 
give ear to his commandments and keep all his 
statutes, I will put none of these 	diseases 	upon 
thee which I have brought upon the Egyptians.„ 

 

Ex. 	xv, 	26. 	This 	was 	spoken at least thirty- 
three days before the proclamation with 

 of the law on 

that the law existed and was binding in the pa 
triarchal age. 

3. "How long refuse ye to keep my command- 
ments 	and 	my laws ?" 	Ex. 	xvi, 28. 	If this 
text does not prove the existence and obligation 

the law before Israel came to Sinai, we con- 
fess that Bible evidence is worth 	nothing.The 
man who can evade such plain Scriptures as the 
above, can evade the Bible, 	, 

VI. Each commandment specified. " (1.) Gen. 
xxxv, 1-4. 	(2.) Gen. xxxi, 19, 34, 	35; 	xxxv,  
2, 4. 	(3.) 	Lev. xviii, 	3, 21-27. 	(4.) 	Gen. 

27, 28 ; Ex. xvi, 4, 22-30. 	(5.) 	Gen. ix, 20- - 25. 	(6.) 	Gen. iv, 8-11, 23, 24; ix, 5, 6. 	(7.) 

Gen. xxx, 33; xxxi, 19-39; xliv, 8. 	(9.) Gen. 

tesQi 
of the eighth, and that the eighth was known 
and its violation 	considered 	worthy 	of death, 
is sufficient 	evidence that 	the 	principle 	of the 
tenth commandment was known before the law 
was given at Sinai."-Bible Student's Assistant. 

The foregoing scriptures 	specify the principle 
of the ten commandments and show that the pa- 
triarchs had knowledge of them which they could 
not have had 	if the law had not then existed. 
From the above scriptures we draw the following 
logical conclusions. 

1. If the 	law 	did not exist before itsbl• I' 	tc 
proclamation from the mount, there was no sin in 
the world up to that time. 

2. As death is the wages of sin, no one who liv- 
ed prior to the giving of the law will die the sec- 
and death ; for sin is not imputed when there is 
no law. 	Hence all of this class will be saved, in- 
eluding Cain, all who were drowned by the flood, 
the vile inhabitants of Sodom, and Pharaoh's sa- 
tanic host. 

3. That seeing we have shown that the law did 
not begin to exist on 	Sinai, it is not Jewish ; for 
it existed before there ever was a Jew. 

4. All of its obligations are 	general, apply- 
ing alike to all men. 

5. As it is not Jewish, but existed before the 
distinction of Jew was 	recognized, it can ex- 
ist after such distinction ceases. 

6. Those who reject this law and call it Jew- 
ish because it was once given to the Jews, 'might 
as 	well reject the 	God who is the author of it, 
and call him Jewish, because he was once the 
God of the Jews. 

7. Those who reject this law and call it Jew- 
[lb 

ish might as well carry out their inward 	princi- 
ple and reject Christ, who was a Jew, ministered 
to the Jews, and magnified and made [honorable 
no-lawism ? 	No, 	but] 	honorable his 	Father's 
law. 	- 

8. They should for the same reason reject sal- 
vation, for it is of the Jews. 

9. They should destroy their Bibles, for most 
truly was that blesssed book given -to 	the Jews. 
They do not remember this if they ever knew it. 

10. They should also remember that if the 
law is binding on the Jew only, then he only will 
receive the blessing for keeping it; for the bless- 
ing is only to the commandment-keepers. 

suspension. 	Having got through 	these periodi- 
cal 	acts 	of devotion, 	they return 	to 	ihe same 
scenes 	of vanity and 	idleness which 	they had 
quitted 	for the temporary duty; 	forgetting that 
it was the very end of those acts of devotion to 
cure the:vanity and to correct the idleness• 	Had 
the periodical observance answered its true design, 
it would have disinclined them to the pleasure in-
stead of giving them a dispensation for its indul-
gence. Had they used the devout exercise in a right 
spirit, and improved 	it to its true end, it would 
have set the heart and life at work on all those 
pursuits which it was calculated to promote. 	But 
their project has more ingenuity. 	By the stated 
minutes they give to religion, they cheaply pur-
chase a protection for the misemployment of the 
rest of their time. 	They make these periodical 

a 	kind 	of 	spiritual 	insurance 	office, 
is to make upto the adventurers in pleas-

re , any loss or damage which they may sustain 
voyage. 

It is of these shallow devotions, these 	resumed 
equivalents for a new heart and a new life, that .  

declares by the prophet that he is " weary." 
Though of his own express appointment, they be-
come an "abomination"to him, as soon as the 
sign comes to be rested in for the thing signified. 

Christians have "our new moons and our 
sacrifices" under other names and other shapes; 
of which sacrifices, that is, of the spirit in which 
they are offered, the Almighty has said, "I can-
not away with them, they are iniquity." 

. 	in an awakening sermon these peri- 
dal religionists hear with awe and terror, of 

theh our of death and the day of judgment. 
Their hearts are penetrated 	with 	the solemn 
sounds. 	They confess the awful realities by the 
impression they make on their own feelings. The 
sermon ends, and with it the serious reflections it 
excited. 	While they listen to these things, es- 
P ecially if the preacher be alarming, they are all 
in all to them. 	They return to the world-and 
these things are as if they were not, as if they had 
never been, as if their 	reality lasted only while 
they were preached; as if their existence depend- 

onl 'on their bein,  heard • as if truth were no Y- 	 ri 	. 	7  . 	. 	. 
longer truth than while it solicited their notice • ' 
as if there were as little stability in religion itself 

in 	their 	attention 	to it. 	As 	soon as 	their 
minds are disengaged 	from the question, 	one 

think that death and judgment were an in-
that heaven and hell were blotted from 

existence, that eternity ceased to be eternity, in 
the long intervals in which they cease to be the 
object of their consideration. 

This is the natural effect of what we venture to 
denominate periodical religion. 	It is a transient 
homage kept totally distinct and separate from 
the rest of our lives, instead of its being made the 
prelude and the principle of a course of pious 
practice, instead of our weaving our devotions and 
our actions into one uniform tissue by doing all 
in one spirit and to one end. 	When worshipers 
of this discription pray for "a clean heart and a 
right spirit," when they beg of God to " turn 
away their eyes from beholding vanity," is it not 
to be feared that they pray to be made what they 
resolve never to become, that they would be very 
unwilling to become as good as they pray to be 
made, and would be sorry to be as penAent as 
they profess to 	desire? 	But alas! 	they are in 
little danger of being taken at their word; there 
is too muc 	reason to fear their petitions will not 
be heard or answered; for prayer for the pardon 
of sin will obtain no pardon while we retain the 
sin in hope that the prayer will be accepted with-
out the renunciation. 

The most solemn office of our religion, the sa-
cred memorial of the death of its author, the 
blessed injunction and tender testimony of his dy-
in,  love, the consolation of the humble believer,a  
the gracious appointment for strengthening his 
faith, quickening his repentance, awakening his 
gratitude and kindling 	his charity, is too often 
resorted to on the same erroneous principle. 	He 
who ventures to live without the use of this holy 
institution, lives in a state of disobedience to the 

PERIODICAL RELIGION. 

fore him as this can deny the 	pre-Sinaic 	obliga- devotions 
tions of the law of God ? 	We respond, No one which 

to the point, and proves the binding obligation of inits 

from Sinai. God 

the Mount, and therefore is unanswerable proof Sometimes 

ii, 1-4; Mark ii, 	27; Gen. 	viii, 	10-12; xxix, ed 

Gen. xx, 5-9; xxxviii, 	24; 	xxxix, 	7-9. 	(8.) as.  

xxxix, 	7-20. 	(10.) 	The fact that the trans- would 
gi 	, on of the tenth must precede 	the violation vention, 

WE deceive ourselves not a little when we fan-
cy that what is emphatically called the world is 
only u 

	

to be found in this or that situation. 	The 
world is everywhere. 	It is a nature as well as a 

lace • 	a principle as well as a " local habitation 
and a'name." 	Though the principle and the na- 
ture flourish most in those haunts which 	are 

	

congenial 	soil, 	yet 	we 	are 	too 	ready, 
when we withdraw from the world abroad to 
brig 	it home 	to lodge it in our own bosom. 
The We 

	

natural heart, • 	both • 

	

. is 	its temple and its wor- 
shaper.  

But the the most devoted idolater of the world, 
all the capacity and industry which he may 

have applied tothesubject, has  never yetbeen 
bl 	to accomplish the grad design of uniting 

theinterests of heaven and earth. 	This exper- 
iment which has been more assiduously and more 
frequently tried than that of the philosopher for 
the grand Hermetic secret, has been tried with 
about the same degree of success. 	The most la-of  • borious process of the spiritual chemist to recon-
cile religion with the world has never yet been 
competent 	to make 	the 	contending principles 
coalesce 

' But to drop metaphor. 	Religion was never yet 
• thoroughly relished 	a heart full of the  Th  	• 	by 

	
world. 

	

e worldin return. 	cannot be completely enjoy- 

-e 
 d where there is just religion enough to disturb 

its false peace. 	In such minds heaven and earthn 
• rum each other's enoyments. 
There is 	religion which is too sincere for lay- 

a  's 	but too transient to be profitable; 	to su- poorly, 
perficial to reach the heart, too unproductive to 

d 	fromit. 	Itis•  procee.   	slight, but not false. 	It 
has discernment enough to distinguish sin, 	but b 

 oppose it; 	compunction 
b  

not firmness enough to  

s•
fficient 	to soften the  u 	 heart, but not vigor suffi- 

cient 	to 	reform 	it. 	It laments 	when 	it 	does 
wrong, and performs all the functions of repent- 
ance of sin except forsaking it. 	It has 	every 
thing of devotion except the stability, and gives 

• everything to religion except the heart. 	This is 
a religion of times, events, and circumstances ; it 
is brought into play by accidents, and dwindles 
away with the occasion which called 	it 	out. 
Festivals and fasts which occur but seldom, are 
much observed, and it is to be feared because 
they occur but seldom; 	while the great festival 
which comes every week, comes too often to be so 
respectfully treated. 	The piety of these people 
comes out much in sickness, but is apt to retreat 
again as recovery approaches. 	If they die, they 
are placed by their admirers in the saints' calen- 
dar; if they recover, they go back into the world 
they had renounced, and again suspend their 
amendment as often as death suspends his blow. 

There is-another class whose views are still low- 
er, who yet cannot so far shake off religion as to 
be easy without retaining 	its brief and 	stated 
forms, and who contrive to mix up these forms 
with a faith of a piece with their practice. 	They 
blend their inconsistent works with a vague and 
unwarranted reliance on what the Saviour has 
done for them, and thus patch up a merit and a 
propitiation of their own-running the hazard of 
incurring the danger of punishment by their lives 
and inventing a scheme to avert it by their creed. 
Religion never interferes with their pleasures ex- 
cept by the compliment of a short and occasional 
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last appointment of his Redeemer. He who rests 
in it as a means for supplying the place of habit-
ual piety, totally mistakes its design, and is fatal-
ly deceiving his own soul. 

This awful solemnity is, it is to be hoped, rare-
ly frequented even by this class of Christians 
without a desire of approaching it with the pious 
feelings above described. But if they carry them 
to the altar, are they equally anxious to carry 
them away from it, are they anxious to maintain 
them after it? Does the rite so seriously ap-
proached commonly leave any vestige of serious-
ness behind it? Are they careful to perpetuate 
the feelings they were so desirous to excite ? Do 
they strive to make them produce solid and sub-
stantial effects ?—Would that this inconstancy of 
mind were to be found only in the class of char- 
acters under consideration ! 	Let the reader, 
however sincere in his desires, let the writer, 
however ready to lament the levity of others, se-
riously ask their own hearts if they can entirely 
acquit themselves of the inconsistency they are so 
forward to blame ? if they do not find the charge 
brought against others but too applicable to them-
selves ? 

Irreverence antecedent to, or during this sacred 
solemnity, is far more rare than' durable improve-
ment after it. If there are, as we are willing to 
believe, none so profane as to violate the act, ex-
cept those who impiously use it only as "a pick-
lock to a place," there are too few who make it 
lastingly beneficial. Few so thoughtless as not 
to approach it with resolutions of amendment; 
few comparatively who carry those resolutions in-
to effect. Fear operates in the previous instance. 
Why should not love operate in that which is 
subsequent? 

A periodical religion is accompanied with a 
periodical repentance. This species of repent-
ance is adopted with no small mental reservation. 
It is partial and disconnected. These fragments 
of contrition, these broken parcels of penitence—
while a succession of worldly pursuits is not only 
resorted to, but is intended to be resorted to dur-
ing the whole of the intervening spaces, is not 
that sorrow which the Almighty has promised to 
accept. To render it pleasing to God and effica-
cious to ourselves, there must be an agreement in 
the parts, an entireness in the whole web of life. 
There must be an integral repentance. A quar-
terly contrition in the four weeks preceding the 
sacred seasons will not wipe out the daily offen-
ces, the hourly negligences of the whole sinful 
year. Sins half forsaken through fear, and half 
retained through partially resistee. temptation and 
partially adopted resolution, make up but an un-
profitable piety. 

In the bosom of these professors there is a per-
petual conflict between fear and inclination. In 
conversation you will generally find them very 
warm in the cause of religion; but it is religion 
as opposed to infidelity, not as opposed to world-
ly mindedness. They defend the worship of God, 
but desire to be excused from his service. Their 
heart is the slave of the world, but their blind-
ness hides them from the turpitude of that world. 
They commend piety, but dread its requisitions. 
They allow that repentance is necessary, but then 
how easy is it to find reasons for deferring a nec-
essary evil. Who will hastily adopt a painful 
measure which he can find a creditable pretence 
for evading? They censure whatever is ostensi-
bly wrong, but avoiding only part of it, the part 
they retain robs them of the benefits of their par-
tial renunciation. 

* _ * 
This abuse of our advantages arises from our 

not incorporating our devotions into the general 
habit of our lives. Till our religion becomes an 
inward principle and not an external act, we shall 
not receive that benefit from her forms, however 
excellent, which they are calculated to convey. 
It is to those who possess the spirit of Christiani-
ty that her forms are so valuable. To them the 
form excites the spirit as the spirit animates the 
form. Till religion become the desire of our 
hearts it will not become the business of our lives.  

We are far from meaning that it is to be its ac-
tual occupation ; but that every portion, every 
habit, every act of life, is to be animated by its 
spirit, influenced by its principle, governed by its 
power. 

The very make of our nature, and our necessa-
ry commerce with the world naturally fill our 
hearts and minds with thoughts and ideas, over 
which we have unhappily too little control. We find 
that to be the case when in our better hours we at-
tempt to give ourselves up to serious reflection. 
How many intrusions of worldly thoughts, how 
many impertinent imaginations, not only irrele-
vant, but uncalled and unwelcome, crowd in upon 
the mind so forcibly as scarcly to be repelled by 
our sincerest efforts. How impotent then to re-
pel such images must that mind be which is de-
voted to worldly pursuits, which yields itself up 
to them, whose opinions, habits, and conduct are 
under their allowed influence ! 

If, as we have before observed, religion con-
sists in a new heart and a new spirit, it will be-
come not an occasional act, but our abiding dis-
position, proving its settled existence in the mind 
by its habitually disposing our thoughts and ac-
tions, our devotions and our practice to a con-
formity to each other and to itself. 

Let us pot consider a spirit of worldliness as a 
little infirmity, as a natural, and therefore a par-
donable weakness; as a trifling error which will 
be overlooked for the sake of our many good 
qualities. It is in fact the essence of our other 
faults ; the temper that stands between us and 
our salvation; the spirit which is in direct oppo-
sition to the spirit of God. Individual sins may 
more easily be cured, but this is the principle of 
all spiritual disease. A worldly spirit where it is 
rooted and cherished, runs through the whole 
character, insinuates itself in all we say and think 
and do. It is this which makes us so dead in re-
ligion, so averse from spiritual things, so forgetful 
of God, so unmindful of eternity, so satisfied with 
ourselves, so impatient of serious discourse, and 
so alive to that vain and frivolous intercourse 
which excludes intellect almost as much as piety 
from our general conversation. 

It is not, therefore,'our more considerable ac-
tions alone which require watching, for they sel-
dom occur. They do not form the habit of life 
in ourselves, nor the chief importance of our ex-
ample to others. It is to our ordinary behaviour, 
it is to our deportment in common life; it is to 
our prevailing turn of mind in general intercourse 
by which we shall profit or corrupt those with 
whom we associate. It is our conduct in social 
life which will help us to diffuse a spirit of piety, 
or a distaste to it. If we have much influence, 
this is the place in which particularly to exert it. 
If we have little, we have still enough to infect 
the temper and lower the tone of our narrow so-
ciety. 

If we really believe that it is the design of 
Christianity to raise us to a participation of the 
divine nature, the slightest reflection on this ele-
vation of our character would lead us to maintain 
its dignity in the ordinary intercourse of life. 
We should not so much inquire whether we are 
transgressing any actual prohibition, whether any 
actual law is pointed against us, as whether we 
are supporting the dignity of the Christian char-
acter; whether we are acting suitably to our pro-
fession; whether more exactness in the common 
occurrences of the day, more correctness in our 
conversation, would not be such evidences of our 
religion, as by being obvious and intelligible, 
might not almost insensibly produce important 
effects. 

The most insignificant people must not through 
indolence and selfishness undervalue their own in-
fluence. Most persons have a little circle of 
which they themselves are a sort of center. Its 
smallness may lessen their quantity of good, but 
does not diminish the duty of using that little in-
fluence wisely. Where is the human being so in-
considerable but that he may in some shape bene-
fit others, either by calling their virtues into ex-
ercise, or by setting him an example of virtue  

himself? But we are humble just in the wrong 
place. When the exhibition of our talents or 
splendid qualities is in question, we are not back-
ward in the display. When a little self-denial is 
to be exercised, when a little good might be effec-
ted by our example, by our discreet management 
in company, by giving a better turn to conversa-
tion, then at once we grow wickedly modest.—
" Such an insignificant creature as I am can do 
no good."—Had I a higher rank or brighter tal-
ents, then indeed my influence might be exerted 
to some purpose." Thus under the mask of diffi-
dence, we justify our indolence • and let slip those 
lesser occasions of promoting religion which if we 
all improved, how much might the condition of 
society be raised. 

The hackneyed interrogation, " What ! must 
we be always talking about religion ?" must have 
the hackneyed answer—Far from it. Talking 
about religion is not being religious. But we 
may bring the spirit of religion into company and 
keep it in perpetual operation when we do not 
professedly make it our subject. We may be 
constantly advancing its interests, we may with-
out effort or affectation be giving an example of 
candor, of moderation, of humility, of forbearance. 
We may employ our influence by correcting false-
hood, by checking levity,:by discouraging calum-
ny, by vindicatite,  misrepresented merit, by coun-
tenancing everything which has a good tendency 
—in short, by throwing our whole weight, be it 
great or small, into the right scale.—Hannah 
More. 

THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

"THEN they that feared the Lord spake often one 
toanother." This affords us a topic of thought, rich 
in its aspect of duty, and full of delightful Chris-
tian fruitage. We mean the social Christian life. 
An utterly unsocial Christianity would be a sole-
cism—as much related to a true brotherhood as a 
sandy desert would be to " a field which the Lord 
hath blessed." 

And not alone the exercises of the social prin-
ciple on the church, but also on the impenitent 
world. It is here that the delinquency of church 
members is most palpable. Among themselves 
there is professional character enough to give 
some savor of social, Christian life. Necessity, 
habit and choice, all conspire to some Christian 
intercourse; but outside of this, our male mem-
bership is, in many cases, little better than nega-
tive quantities in algebra, which to the unmathe-
matical eye, look like numbers; while the more 
there is of them, the less is the sum total. It is 
here, most signally and disastrously, for the 
spread of religion, that Christian activity is trans-
ferred by our male constituency to the ministry; 
a proxy system which met, often and faithfully, 
to some extent cannot be fullfilled—thus leaving 
a measure of personal effort unaccomplished. The 
reserve of Christian men in regard to religious 
matters towards the irreligious, impresses the lat-
ter unfavorably both towards religion and the 
character of professors. Every other thing in 
which men take an interest, they talk about; but 
this is ignored. If the heart be fully sensible of 
the value of piety to itself; if it have any appre-
ciation of its value to others; if it have any gen-
erous promptings toward the spiritual well-being 
of others; if it have any sense of their danger 
without it—then out of the abundance of such a 
heart the tongue will speak. Even the woman of 
Samaria, in the newness of her knowledge of 
Christ, could run with alacrity among her fellow 
citizens, crying, " Come see a man who told me 
all that ever I did. Is not this the Christ ?" 
And if the testimony of such a one led many of 
the Samaritans to believe on him, are there not 
trophies of grace to be won from the enemy, for 
Christ, by those who have long tasted that the 
Lord is gracious ? Who will go abroad in the 
fullness of their experience and in the earnest-
ness of their love, like David, saying, "Come all 
ye that fear the Lord, and I will tell you what he 
hath done for my soul. ?"—Ob. Evan. 
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we do not consider it profitable to spend much time in 
attempting to solve. 	It is a question which might nat- 
urally enough suggest itself in connection with the 
Sanctuary subject, but its answer would in no wise af- 
feet that subject. 	Whether we take our view of the 
Sanctuary or any other, the same query would still ex- 
ist, and all that we can see to be gained by its answer, 
would be a gratification of curiosity. 	In regard to the 
second, we do not understand that Luke xvi, 16, affirms 
that any law or prophets ceased with John, but only 
that up to  the  time of John the law and the prophets 
were all the light the world had ; but since that time 
we have, in addition, the preaching of the kingdom of 
God. 

REV. VI, 11 ; xcv, 4. 

QUERY. 	When is the killing process accomplished 
spoken of in Rev. vi, 11 ? 	Does it have reference to 
the remnant? 	Also what constitutes the "virgins" of 
Rev. xiv, 4 ? 	It is supposed by some that they are 
those that have never belonged to the churches. 	If so, 
none but such will constitute the 144,000. 	Will you 
give your views on these two passages ? 

A. G. C., of Wis. 

ANSWER. 	Rev. vi, 11 refers to events which take 
place under Papal supremacy. 	The fOurth seal [verse 
7] symbolizes the time of Pagan Rome. 	When that 
seal closes, 	and the fifth seal is opened, Ihe apostle 
sees under the altar the victims of the cruel 	erseeu- 
tions of that power. 	They are told that they mustP 	rest 
till their fellow-servants and their brethren should be 
killed as they had been; which killingwas to be ac- 
complished under the fifth seal, by the persecutions of 
Papal Rome. 	The white robes denote the favorable 
estimate put by Heaven upon their characters. 	It can 

l therefore have no reference to the church of the 	' D - 	es-  
ent day. 

We regard the "women" of Rev. xiv, 4, as symbols 
of churches, and the " virgins" as those who are pure  
innot beingcontaminated by ' 	' a connection with them. 
Must then the 144,000 be made up of those who have 
never been connected with the churches ? 	No ; for it 
is not until a certain time that persons become defiled 
by such a connection. 	See Rev,xviii, 4. 	Speaking of 
the depths of corruption into which great Babylon sinks 
after her fall, John says : " And I heard another voice 
from heaven, saying, Come out of her my people that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues." 	Here is a class of persons addressed 
who are still in Babylon, still hold a connection with 
the churches. 	They are called to come out that they 
be not partakers of her sins. 	If they do not heed this 
call, if, when the light of truth is set before them, they 
reject the light, and cling to their old errors and asso-
ciations, then they become partakers of Babylon's sins. 
But if, on the other hand, they come out, and separate 
themselves from the impure bodies to which they be-
long, they do not become contaminated by a connection 
with them; in other words, they are not " defiled with 
women." 	They then occupy exactly the position de- 
scribed in Rev. xiv, 4. 	We think it not inconsistent 
with a cautious interpretation of unfulfilled prophecy 
to expect a mighty movement on this point, not far in 
the future. 

the vicarious sufferings of the Saviour, and set up the By 

spake unto you in the mount out of the midst of the 
fire in the day of the assembly, and the Lord gave them 
unto me. 	And I turned myself and came down from 
the mount and put the tables in the ark which I had 
made, and there they be as the Lord commanded me." 

From these quotations we learn that the testimony 
and law mentioned in the text is the law of ten corn-
mandments, the law of God spoken by God in an audi-
ble voice from the summit of Sinai in the hearing of all 
the people in the day of the assembly [Ex. xx], and 
written by the finger of God upon the tables of stone 
which Moses put into the ark. 	It is the law and corn- 
mandments of God of which the Scriptures affirm, " The 
law of the Lord is perfect converting the soul." 	Ps. 
xix, 7. 	"Which are righteous and very faithful." Ps. 
exix, 138, 151. 	" Which is the truth." 	"Which is 
holy, just and good." 	Rom. vii, 12. 	"The command- 
ments which are sure and stand 	fast forever and 
ever." 	Ps. cxi, 	7, 	8. 	Jesus also affirms 	of them, 
"Verily I say unto you, Till heaven arid earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law 
till all be fulfilled." 

The law of God, the ten commandments, is the testi-
mony and law to be bound up and sealed among his 
disciples. 	The text suggests to the mind that the law 
ofGod has been separated and mutilated in its pre- 
cepts, and its seal torn away. 	Hence the command, 
" Bind up the testimony," &c. 	That such would be  
the fact is clearly a subject of prophecy ; and the wick-
ed, blasphemous power that was to accomplish this 
work is as clearly identified. 	Dan. vii, 25. 	"And he 
shall speak great words against the Most High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and shall 
think to change times and laws." 2 Thess. ii, 4. " Who 
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called • 
God, or that is worshiped, so that 	s God sitteth in 
the temple of God, showing hiself etast he is God." 

universal consent among Protestants he is identi- 
fled as the Roman church, or popery. 	But has the 

away 
pope exalted himself above God, and how ? 	By taking 
away from and changing the law of God. 	In this he ex- 
alts himself above God, the only and supreme Law-giver. 
A power that repeals or changes the laws of another 
power or government, of necessity exalts itself above 
the original law-giving power or authority. 	This, by 
 the voluntary confession of the Roman church, it has 

done, that is, so far as turning away the obedience of 
the majority of mankind from the law of God to their 
traditions, thus exalting himself above God. 

" Think to change times and laws." 	He can only 
think to do it, because the principles upon which the 
lawof 	the ten commandments, are based, are im-   God, 
mutable and eternal, and must be an eternal rule of 
action to all subordinate intelligences, whether men 
or angels in the vast creation of God. 	As a perfect 

 
law it can admit of no change, because to add to it, or 
to change, or to diminish it, would prove it imperfect. 
If therefore the supreme Law-giver (I speak with rev-
erence) should change or annul any of its precepts it 
would prove the testimony of his word in regard to its 
perfection and righteousness false, or exhibit imper- 
fection in the Law-giver. 	Hence one jot or tittle can

,  
in no wise pass from the law.  

But in what has the law of God been changed or sep-
arated, and its seal torn from it so as to render it nee- 

t essary to bind it up and re-seal it ? 	Rome, in copying 
the law for the use of her people, has left out the see-
and commandment, and changed and destroyed the 
fourth (this fact is undenied by that church), and sub-
stituted for the fourth an acknowledged tradition of 
her own. 	An examination of their Catechisms and 
published instructions, with their controversies with 
Protestants must convince the most sceptical. 

Protestants, with but few exceptions, have followed 
her example, and annulled the fourth commandment. 
We say annulled it, because to change the precept is to 
annul it. 	To change the rest-day of Jehovah from the 
seventh day to any other day of the week is to destroy 
the Sabbath institution, from the fact that the seventh 
day and no other is God's sanctified rest-day; and that 
God rested on the seventh from all his work and was 
refreshed, is a fixed and immutable fact to all eternity. 
Hence to change or substitute for the seventh any oth-
er day of the week is to destroy or annul the command.. 
ment. 

But the text speaks of sealing the law among the 
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"Sanctify them through thy menu; thy word is truth." 

BATTLE CREEK, MICH. THIRD-DAY, DEC. 25, 1860. 

SPIRITUALISM---HEATHENISM. 
— 

SriarruArasia claims to be pre-eminently a religion 
of progression. 	We grant it ; denying only its claim 
as to the direction in which it 	is 	progressing. 	It is 
progressing, if we may be permitted thus to use the 
word, iu the wrong direction ; not forward, but back- 
ward ; not into new light, and higher attainments of 
knowledge in spiritual things, but into the darkness 
and foolishness of ancient heathenism. 	The identity 
of these two isms will be seen from the following defi- 
nition of the latter by the German historian, Kurtz, 
with which we were, for this very reason, particularly 
struck. 	He says: 

" When the words were spoken, ' Go to, let us build,' 
&c., the hour of the birth of heathenism had arrived. 
For heathenism essentially consists, on the one hand, 
in a denial of the living and personal God, and con- 
tempt of the salvation which he had pre-determined to 
bestow—and, on the other, in the opinion of man that 
he can and must aid himself by his own power and wis-, 
dom, and, consequently, in the effort to set forth salva- 
tion by his own means." 

If this is a good definition of heathenism, 	and who 
will say 	that it is not? how clear is the identity be- 
tween it, and modern Spiritualism •; for what is Spirit- 
ualism but the very thing here defined? 	Who has not 
heard Spiritualists, those who have progressed(?) the 
farthest, loud in their insults against the majesty 	of  
Jehovah, and peculiarly zealous and bitter in heaping 
" contempt upon the salvation" 	offered us through 
Christ. 	Who has not heard them ridicule the idea of 

Devil-inspired, and fool-hardy claim that man is, 	and 
must be, his own redeemer ! 	He who is familiar with 
these things can come to only one conclusion, namely, 
that in all their essential elements Heathenism and 
Spiritualism are the same ! 

NOTES AND QUERIES. 

" CONVERSATION." 

A CORRESPONGENT inquires the definition of the word 
rendered " conversation" in Gal. i, 13. 	Heb. xiii, 7. 
1 Pet. ii, 12 ; iii, 1, 2, &c. 	We give the following from 
Greenfield: 

" Avacrporpii, conversation, mode of life, conduct, de- 
portment." 	Robinson defines it: "A turning about. 
In the New Testament, converse, manner of life, walk, 
conduct." 	In addition to the above, the word occurs 
in the following texts which comprises its entire use in 
the New Testament: Epli. iv, 22. 	1 Tim. iv, 12. 	Jas. 
iii. 13. 	1 Pet. i, 15, 18 ; 	ii, 16. 	2 Pet. ii, 	7; 	iii, 	11. 
The word rendered conversation in Phil. iii, 20, is 
roXtrevua, and is defined to be, "any institution, &c., 
belonging to a commonwealth ; a state, community, 
commonwealth." 

"LOVE TIIE FULFILLING OF THE LAW." 

G. P. W., of Me. 	The word rendered fulfilling in 
Rom xiii, is defined, "A fullness, plenitude, i. e., that 
of which anything is full ; a fulfillment, fulfilling, i. e., 
exact observance. 	Rom. xiii, 10." Greenfield. 	The doe- 
trine the apostle would inculcate is, that a manifesto.- 
tion of perfect love, either to God or our fellow-men, 
necessarily involves an exact observance of the moral 
law. 

The Catholic works from which quotations are made 
in the tract, "Who Changed the Sabbath," can be ob- 
tained at any Catholic book _store, 	We obtained ours  

in Rochester, N. Y. 

TILE LAW UNTIL JOIIN. 

QUERY. 	Will you explain one point in reference to 
the Sanctuary? 	Allowing that at the rending of the 
vail of the temple, the Levitical priesthood ceased, and 
the Melchisedec began, who was our intercessor while 
Christ lay in .the grave ? 	What law and prophets,  
ceased with John ?" 	 P. S., of Mich. 

ANSWER. 	The first of the above queries is of that 
class in which nothing is involved, and which, therefore, 

"BIND UP THE TESTIMONY, SEAL THE 
LAW AMONG MY DISCIPLES." 

Isaiah viii. 16. 
— 

TILE first question that suggests itself to the mind in 
reading this text is, What is the testimony and law 
mentioned ? 	To answer this question turn to Ex. xxv, 
16. 	"And thou shalt put into the ark the testimony 
which I shall give thee." 	What was the testimony God 
gave Moses?  	Ex. xxxi, 18. 	"And he gave unto Moses 
when he had made an end of communing with him up- 
on mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone 
written with the finger of God." 	Ex. xxxii, 14, 15. 
"And Moses turned and went down from the mount, 
and the two tables of the testimony were in his hands, 
The tables were written on both their sides, on the one 
side and on the other were they written. 	And the ta- 
bles were the work of God, and the writing was the 
writing of God, graven upon the tables." 	Deut. x, 4, 
5. 	" And he wrote upon the tables according to the 
first writing the ten commandments which the Lord 
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disciples. 	This supposes that the original seal that 
gave the law its binding force has been taken from it, 
and that in consequence it is to be re-sealed. 	That 
God gave to his law the broad seal of his authority is 
not to be doubted ; but what is the seal to a law ? 	It 
is that signature and sealed impression which shows 
the authority of the law-making power and the extent 
of that authority. 	Hence the enactments of our State 
legislature to give them binding force upon the people 
of the State, must have the signature of the Governor 
as the head of the law-making authority, and the seal 
of the State to show the extent of the authority of the 
law. 

What then is the seal of the law of God that gives it 
binding force or authority ? 	It is the fourth command- 
ment. 	Take away the fourth commandment and the 
seal of the law is gone ; all that gives it binding force 
or authority is taken from it ; we have no knowledge 
of the Law-giver, nor the extent of his authority. 	But 
the Sabbath commandment is the sign or seal of God 
from the fact that it shows us the supreme and rightful 
Law-giver, and the extent of his authority. 	The Lord 
that made heaven and earth, &c. 	Hence as the Crea- 
tor by immutable right he is the Law-giver, 	and the 
extent of his authority is his creation. 	Therefore in 
taking away the fourth commandment the seal of God's 
law is gone, and all that gives it binding force and au- 
thority is torn from it. 

The stability of our argument upon this point is sus- 
tained by direct testimony from the word of God, in 
which the Sabbath is recognized as the sign or seal be- 
tween God and his people forever. 	Ex. xxxi, 16, 17. 
" Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sab- 
bath, to observe the Sabbath, throughout their genera- 
Lions for a perpetual covenant. 	It is a sign between 
me and the children of Israel forever ; for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh 
day he rested and was refreshed." Eze. xx, 20. " And 
hallow my sabbaths, and they shall be a sign between 
me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord 
your God." 	Now from these testimonies we learn the 
all-important truth that in both dispensations all who 
hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment are 
the sealed and signed servants of God the Creator, and 
acknowledge their allegiance to him as the supreme 
Law-giver, and on his part they receive from him the 
acknowledgement, I am the Lord your God. 

I know it is objected that the words quoted above 
were spoken to the literal descendants of Jacob, 	the 
children of Israel, and therefore only applied to them. 
But I would ask, Has not God an Israel now ? 	Are 
not they that be Christ's Abraham's seed, 	and heirs 
according to the promise ? 	Who, we would ask, con- 
stituted Paul's 	"Israel of God" but the believers in 
Jesus in Galatia ? 

And was not the Sabbath to be a perpetual covenant, world's 
a sign between God and the children of Israel, or the 
Israel of God, forever ? 	And is not the knowledge of 
God as the Creator, and the Lord our God, as impor- 

How weighty the responsibility that rests upon the 
professed Christian teachers of this age in view of their 
influence upon the world of mankind ! 	To them aP- 
plies the declaration of Jesus [Matt. v], " Whosoever 
therefore shall break one of these least commandments 
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in 
the kingdom of heaven." 	And yet by their precept 
and example they are sustaining the rival institution 
to God's Sabbath, 	that of the man of sin, the son of 
perdition ; thus leading the people from God's seal and 
mark to take upon themselves the mark of the author- 
ity of the man of sin. 

When is this work of binding up the testimony and 
sealing the law to be accomplished? 	It is when the 
people associate themselves and are to be broken in 

pieces. 	Verse 9. 	When they take counsel audit shall 

come to nought. 	Verse 10. It is when the Lord speaks 
and instructs not to walk in the way of this associated 
people, who are saying, A confederacy, or a union, 
among themselves. 	Verses 11, 	12. 	It is when the  
Lord's people are to fear and sanctify him. 	Verse 13. 
When he shall be a sanctuary for them, but a stone of 
stumbling and rock of offense to both the houses of Is- 

rael. 	Verse 14. 	When many shall stumble, and fall, 
and be broken, and be snared, and taken. 	Verse 15. 
When some are waiting upon the Lord and looking for 
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him. 	Verse 17. 	It is when the people are consulting 
familiar spirits, for the living to the dead. 	Verse 19. 
When the only appeal is to the law and to the testimo- 
ny. 	Verse 20. 	This evidently refers to the present 
time and the work of binding up the testimony and 
sealing the law is a present work to be accomplished. 
And why ? 	Because the predictions of the prophet in 
this chapter are being fulfilled now. 

The different sects of nominal Christians notwith- 
standing their diversity of opinions are associating and 
confederating themselves into a nominal union, and are 
all of them opposing the commandments of God and the 
true faith of Jesus. 

Ministers of the rival sects can cordially unite and 
associate themselves in opposition to God's sanctified 
Sabbath, and multitudes of professed Christians and 
ministers of this day openly deny the obligation of 
God's holy and perfect law. 	The first house of Israel 
stumbled and fell over the humility and suffering of 
Jesus at his first advent ; so the present professed house 
of Israel stumble, and are preparing themselves to be 
broken, and snared, and taken, in his second advent, 
and from the same cause, unbelief of the word of God. 
It is at the present time that the people are seekingun- 
to familiar spirits, the living to the dead for knowledge, 
and not unto God and his word. 

Now the command of the text, as the voice of God, is 
calling upon all who tremble at his word and believe 
its testimony to arise and bind up the testimony and 
seal the law among the honest disciples of Jesus. 

B. F. ROBBINS. 
Priendship, N. Y. 

thou me from secret faults ?" 	Will not such cleansing 
be necessary to fit for translation ? 

"I do the beat I know' how." 	Will not this let us 
climb up some other way, and get the heathen on the 
ladder going right into heaven ? 	Much teaching of 
the present day is consonant with this, although a 
mockery to the efforts which have already been made 
in the missionary cause. 	Such walls are being built. 
Will you dare trust to them ? 	Lift up your heads and 
see if they will secure us. 	Arethey safe? 	You have  
lifted up your heads, what do you see ? 	Mortar and  
brick, you say. 	Will you examine the mortar and see 
if it be tempered ? 	It is untempered mortar you say. 
Flee then ! 0 flee quickly [Eze. xiii] ! for the wall is 
daubed, and the great hailstones and a stormy wind 
will rend it, and you will be consumed in the midst. 
thereof unless "ye go up into the gaps and help make 
up the hedge for the house of Israel, to stand in the day 
of the Lord." 	Eze. xiii. 	. 

To the testimony. 	Ps. ix, IT. 	The wicked shall be 
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. 
Ps. xciv, 10. 	He that chastiseth the heathen shall not 
he correct? 	Ps. ix, 15. 	The heathen are sunk down 
in a pit that they made. 	If then the heathen be such 
as forget God, how can they be saved ? 	For they who 
forget God are like the rush and the flag without water 
to nourish. 	Job viii, 12-14. 	Their hope shall be cut 
off—their trust, a spider's web. 	They who forget God 
will be reproved, will be torn in pieces, and none shall 
deliver them unless they consider the reproof. 	Ps. 1,.  
21, 22. 	 . 

How then will our ignorance, our forgetfulness, or 
our lack of knowledge excuse us ? 	Can we take hold 
of the promises of God without asking for them ? 	Can 
we enter the door of heaven and intrude ourselves ab-
ruptly into the presence of holy beings, without asking 
admission, and then say we forgot to knock at the door, 
or did not know  it was required of us, but thought we 
could come right in, of ourselves? 	I did the best I 
knew how, Lord, I even " prophesied in thy name, and 
in thy name cast out devils," will not answer. 	It was 
your privilege to have done better than you did. 	Why 
did you not seek me with all your heart? 	And you 
have robbed me. Wherein, Lord ? In tithes and offer- 
no 	i gs. 	Because ye could not sing like the Psalmist, ye 

would not praise me at all. 	Because ye had not my 
cattle upon a thousand hills, ye gave roe no offering, 
not even two turtle doves, or two pigeons [Lev. v, 71 

when ye did bring a lamb it was either lame or 
blind. 	Your principle of action should have been, I 
will do the best I can know how. 	Jesus who was to be 
with such people to the end of the world, was the one 
to whom you should have daily gone. 	He Was the one 
who would have given you wisdom if ye had asked. 
Jas. i, 5. 

.  
To the testimony. 	Hosea iv, 6. 	" My people are 

destroyed for lack of knowledge." 	Ignorance, or lack 
of knowledge will not excuse us then, forgetfulness 
will not screen us, but unless we become wise.unto sal- 

with the daring ungodly shall we share the un-
mingled wrath of the Lord, when he taketh up, the con-
troversy in the land and it mourneth, and every one 
that dwelleth therein shall languish, and the beasts 

 
are taken away. 	Hosea. iv, i--3. 

JAMES SAWYER. 

"I DO THE BEST I KNOW HOW." 
A TEXT USED 1N THE LAST DAYS. 

tont for us as for them ?feelings vation, 

DEAR reader, will you pause long enough to consider 
whether you are governed by the above text or not ? 
Please lay down this paper and answer the question 
before you proceed any farther. 	If this should be the 
highest standard of your religion, may you not be de- 
ceived ? 	May not your house fall when the storms 
beat upon it? 	May you not be on the broad road to 
destruction ? 

In justification of the text-principle one says, i  , 	; 	 am  
an erring, sinful creature, doing every day something 0 
displeasing to God : the best, however, have their faults • 
David had his, Solomon had his, and others theirs. 	I'  
do not know but that God winks at, or overlooks myand 

Myfaults
ath-de  

are sins of ignorance. 	Acts xvii 
many. 	I think of many things on 

, 30. 	
M the Sabbath-day 

which interrupt the worship of God. 	Sometimes my 
heart-wanderings lead me to be wavering and 	' doubtful, 
and I am afraid to bear testimony to the truth. 	Some- 
times I think it hard that I am not prospered in this 

goods like some of my neighbors, when it seems 
as though I tried as much as they do, to get along—
and they seem to have an easy road, and I a rough one; 
they seem to go down the hill, and I up the hill. 	My 

are sometimes liberal towards the support of 
the gospel, 	and I would like to give more than I do, 
but my wages are so small, how can I do any more 
than support my family ? 

Such and other kindred thoughts are filling up his 
mind, and he calls them secret faults, 	and lets them 
pass with the innumerable number of sins of ignorance 
which the Lord overlooks, winks at, or does not make 
any account of. 

says 	word d the? 	N. xix, 12. 	Cleanse But what
THIS thou me from secret faults. 	Ps. xo, 8. 	Thou host set 

our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 	Matt. 
vi, 6. 	Pray to thy Father which seeth in secret, and 
thy Father    which seeth in secret will reward thee 

. openly. 	

sin 
	

ignorance 
 

Butis a 	of 	a trespass or a trans res-  g 
sion? 	Read Lev. v. 17-19. 	Will a just God look up- 
on sin with allowance? 

	
How can we be probationers 

and not desire correction? 	Dare we conjecture that 
Godis shutting his eyes and making allowance for our 
faults because we have excuses '? 	Is he not rather 
turning his oyes from us because our ways are abhor- 
rent ? 

Rev. xiv, 5. 	" In their mouth was found no guile, 
for they are without fault before the throne of God." 
Shall we not then say with the Psalmist, "Lord, cleanse 

TALKING OVER TRIALS. 
 

DIRECT CONVERSATION, 

is a very important subject. 	Words have a 
great deal of power either for good or evil. 	The word 
abounds with caution and instruction on this point, and 
a perfect control over the tongue is one of the highest 
attainments in the Christian life. 	Hear the apostle 
James: " If any man offend not in word, the same is a 
perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body." 
Chap. iii, 2. 	This being the case we cannot be too 
careful of our words. 	There are some that have such 
an inclination to talk that it seems next to impossible 
for them to keep their tongues still when there is any 
one to talk with. 	If talkers would always say that 
which is good and profitable, they would perhaps be ex-
cused for their loquacity ; but^ the grand difficulty is, 
that talkers are pretty apt to talk things which they 
ought not. 	Ponds generally have an outlet larger 
than the inlet ; so with some persons, they tell all they 

4. 
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hear and a little more. 	How much mischief has been 
done by this talking, this tattling, 	this 	tale-bearing, 
this telling everybody everything a person hears or 
knows. 	Some talkers are continually telling about 
trials, and the defects of members of the church. 	For 
instance, one of this class stops with you over night 
or over the Sabbath. 	He soon commences to tell you 
the news. 	Bro. A. is in deep trial; 	he and Bro. C. 
have been in difficulty a long while. He goes on and tells 
yen all the particulars, supposing you are as much in- 
terested in such gossip as himself. 	After telling of the 
errors and defects of his brethren and sisters, he tells 
you of his own trials, for he has a great many. 	Now 
this is all wrong. 

I. It is an injury to the person spoken of. 	To have 
one's errors anti faults trumpeted through the land is no 
small injury to reputation. 	Talkers are apt to exag- 
gerate, and give the person they are talking about a 
,, setting oat." 	The person that has committed the er- 
ror 	mingles with his brethren, fully persuaded that 
Bro. Talkative has exposed him, and so his peace of 
mind is destroyed. 	If we loved our neighbor as our- 
selves we should be very careful how  we talked about 
others. 	Are we as careful of the reputation of others 
as we are of our own? 	Think of this. 

2. It is an injury to the church. 	It causes aliena- 
tion of feeling among brethren. 	Tale-bearing divides 
and scatters—our effort should be to cement and bring 

. together. 	When such things are going on in the church, 
it has a bad. effect on the cause. 

3. It injures the narrator. 	When a person sits and 
hears hint tell a long story about some one, 	he con- 
eludes the chances are that he will talk to others about 
him in the same manner. 	Now Bro. Talkative, I can 
assure you that your brethren would think more of 
you if you would cease talking so much about them. 
Some seem to think that they have a right to talk about 
others as much as they please, and still it is not evil- 
speaking. 	Thinking and talking over trials is exceed- 
ingly unprofitable. 	It casts a shade over the whole 
being. 	Such things should be meddled with only when 
it is really necessary. 	We should strive to look on the 
bright side of the picture as much as possible. 	The 
disposition to talk about others 	should be restrained. 
Was 	Jesus 	in 	the 	habit 	of 	talking 	with 	Peter, 
James and John about the failings of the rest of the 
disciples ? 	Imitate his example. 	Do as you think he 
would. do under the same circumstances. 	This talk is 
useless. 	It does not minister grace to the hearers. 	It 
does no good, but much hurt. 	We should be honest 
and open-hearted, but still not tell everything we know. 
Use discretion my brethren in your conversation. 	Say 
only that which will glorify God. 	Some things elevate 
the mind and instruct the heart, but dwelling on dark- 
ness and trials does not. 	When the conversation turns 
upon individuals, it is always safe not to say anything 
against them unless their course is going to injure oth- 
are. 	Be careful, be courteous, be pitiful, 	be 	gentle, 
"  Have compassion one of another, love as brethren.,, 

D. HILDRETIT. 

but also that we call it a delight. 	I have seen chil- 	'upon 
dren keep the Sabbath only as an imposed task, and I 
could not blame them for it, because it brought no de- 
light to them. 	They had no Sabbath-school to attend, 
no interesting instruction imparted to them at home, 
no good books to read, no, not even their own little pa- 
per that is prepared for them with so much care and 
interest, a copy of which ought to be in every Sabbath- 
keeper's house. 	The Lord has raised up those who 
feel an interest in the salvation of the children. 	But 
it depends much upon parents whether they will place 
this means of instruction within their reach. 	Encour- 
age them to save means enough to take the little sheet 
as their own, and if two or three children in one fami- 
ly send for it, and love it for the spirit of its teachings, 
and obey its admonitions, they could not spend their 
money more profitably. 	Only think, this is the only 
thing in all the publications at this Office adapted to 
the understanding of a child. 	And will you deprive 
your children of the milk that is calculated to nourish 
them, and qualify them for the examination that they 
must soon pass? 	I know you will not. 	We expect all 
who love their children, all who love the truth, and 
look for the coming of Jesus, to send in their orders for 
the Instructor at the opening of the present volume. 

E. J. WAGGONER. 

all the joys that await but a little hence the true 
child of God, I can truly exclaim, it is enough! 	If, as 
the poet says, " One hour with my God will make up 
for them all," how much more glorious will life eternal 
repay us for all the sorrows we may have to endure. 
Even this poor life I can give cheerfully in exchange 
for one where there can be no more sorrow, pain nor 
death. 	Cheerfully then will I labor, performirlig every 
known duty in the fear of the Lord. 	It shall be my 
highest aim to spend my time, strength, and life, if 
necessary, in the service of my divine Master. 	0 that 
I could impress upon the minds of the young, the ne- 
cessity of our being 	active, diligent laborers, as it is 
impressed upon mine. 	Let us labor to bring precious 
souls into the fold of Christ, that they may shine as 
stars in the crown of our rejoicing, and let us also 
strive faithfully to lessen the cares of those who have 
so long borne the burden and heat of the day, remem-
bering " the greater the cross the brighter the crown." 

My elder brethren and sisters, I earnestly entreat 
you to remember at the throne of grace those of us who 
are young in age, 	and still younger in the cause. 
Bear in mind the thousand snares that are laid for the 
young, and especially remember the lambs of the flock.  

Your young sister in Christ, 	L. V. WITTER. 
Wellsville;  N. Y. 

THE HOUSE OP THE LORD. From Bro. Curtis. 
BRO. SMITH: I return heart-felt thanks to the brellt-

ren for the Review which has come each week as a corn-
forter to me in my pilgrimage journey to a better coun- 
try. 	To me it is next to the Bible, for it seems filled 
with light from the word of God that I can find in no 
other paper. 	I read them over and over again, feeling 
impatient for the next number • 	and when I hear of 
the union and love of commandment-keepers, although 
many miles apart, it fills my heart with joy and glad- 
ness. 	As for myself, I stand alone here in this place, 
yet I am striving to do my duty before the world. 

I feel to praise the Lord for his kindness to me. 	Al- 
though afflicted and unfortunate, yet his grace is suffi-
cient for me, and I am encouraged to go on in the good 
w.a.y. 	Ours 	is a glorious 	hope. 	Soon 	the 	conflict 
will be over, and immortality and eternal life be gained. 
The prize is in view; 	the time is near when he that 
shall come will come and take to glory all who are pro- 
pared. 	0 let us be firm, unshaken, have the faith of 
Jesus, and we shall receive a crown. 

J. H. CURTIS. 
Brasher Falls, N. Y. 

You may sing of the beauty of mountain and dale, 
Of the silvery streamlets and flowers of the vale, 
But the place most delightful this earth can afford, 
Is the place of devotion, the house of the Lord. 

u may boast of the sweetness of day's early dawn,  You 
Of the skies' softening graces when day has just gone, 
But there's no other season nor time can compare, 
With the hour of devotion, the season of prayer. ' 

You may value the friendship of youth and of age, 
And select for your comrads the noble and sage, 
But the friends that most cheer me on life's rugged 

road, 
Are the friends of my Master, the children of God. 

You may talk of your prospects, of fame.  and of wealth, 
And the hopes that oft flatter the favorites of health, 
But the hope of bright glory, of heavenly bliss,— 
Take away every other, and give me but this ! 

Ever hail blessed temple ! abode of my Lord, 
I will turn to thee often to hear from his word,
I will walk to the altar with those that I love, 
And rejoice in the prospect revealed from above. 

LETTERS. 
""Thea they t-rieicie;;;-cl-the'L;cCsiaaiceofi her." 
- 	,----------------- 	....------, 

From Sister Witter. 
DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS : 	During the short 

period of' time that I have been a reader of your let- 
tern " of good cheer" in the Review, I have often 
thought that were mine the pen of a ready writer, 
cheerfully would I contribute to the merits of its col- 
umns by a short letter ; 	but I have finally concluded, 
that if acceptable, I will at least cast in my mite. 	And 
if in so doing I shall encourage any dear lamb of the 
flock, I shall indeed greatly rejoice. 

Scarce three months have passed since I felt the ev- 
idence in my heart of sins for Christ's sake forgiven; 
yet I can truly say, I love the Lord, and am looking 
for his glorious appearing. 	I believe that I am willing 
to become anything or nothing for the sake of my 
blessed Lord and Master. 	Indeed, I feel there is no 
sacrifice too great to make in return for the great love 
wherewith he hath loved me. 	And though at first I 
found it exceeding difficult to come out from the pleas- 
ures and gaities of this fashionable world, and felt so 
very bitterly the reproaches of my former companions, 
and though it seemed the loss of their society was al- 
most irreparable, I can now say, truly " if God be for 
us, who can be against us," and joyfully sing the 
language of the poet : 

Earth's scoffs and scorns well pleased I'll bear, 
Nor mourn though under foot I'm trod, 

If day by day I may but share, 
Thine approbation, 0 my God!" 

And have we not the greatest reason to rejoice in the 
blessed hope ? 	If we continue patient in well-doing, 
we shall soon have the reward of the righteous, even 
life eternal at His blessed appearing. 	When I reflect 

From Bro. MeCoranie. 

 BRO. SMITH: We are still firm in the present truth. 
The more we investigate, the brighter it shines. 	The 
only thing we fear is, our not being able to live up to 
the light we have received. 	Notwithstanding my weak- 
ness, I feel determined by the grace of God to hold out 
to the end. 	A few of us, four in number, besides Bro. 
and sister Daniels, met at Bro. Daniels' two weeks ago 
last Sabbath for a season of prayer. 	The Lord met 
with us by his Spirit, and we all felt strengthened and 
encouraged in the glorious cause we are trying to live 
out before the world. 	We realize that this world is not 
our home, and are striving for an interest in that im- 
mortal kingdom soon to be established. 	How careful 
we should live 1 	Satan is constantly on our track, and 
watching  every move we make. 	If a brother or sister 
is inclined to move slow he will try to have them be- 
come slack and indifferent; 	if zealous and active, he 
will try to push them ahead too fast. 	I believe in keep- 
ing pace with the body. 	I have no sympathy with any 
dividing spirit. 	I am young in the cause, having had 
no experience in the first and second messages ; yet I 
can see the hand of God in the work from the first to 
present time. 	Such a chain of truth! 	how plain to 
those who want to understand! 

Since I embraced the present truth I have done what 
little I could to induce others to embrace the same, and 
my labor has not been in vain in the Lord. 	He has 
given me one brother and sister to go with us to Mt. 
Zion. 

I am glad to see a review of Rev. Luther Lee on the 
Christian Sabbath in our paper, as he is noted in the 
W. Methodist church, and some of my friends belong- 
ing to that church are readers of the paper. 	We want 
to see the sophistry of his so-called Christian Sabbath 

TO PARENTS. 

THE duty of parents to their children does not con- 
sist alone in feeding and clothing them, but in training 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
While you feel that the coldness and indifference of for- 
mer friends is as much as you can  bear  up under, with 

`the grace of God to help you, don't forget the children, 
They, too, had their little friends and associates with 
whom they took much delight, but they are all cut off, 
The separating line has been drawn. 	The pleasure of 
school-days is gone. 	Many cannot attend school at all, 
and others that do, are made very unhappy. 	Instead 
of the love and kindness of their playmates, they hear 
nothing but taunts and reproaches. 	Poor children, 
how I have pitied them, when they have come to me 
with quivering Hp and a broken heart, saying, " The 
children won't play with me. 	They say they don't 
love me—that my pa is deluded—he is an old Advent." 

Now what is to be done to make up this loss they 
have sustained ? 	They feel it, and know it, and it is 
no use to try to hide their eyes from it. 	A substitute 
must be provided or there is danger of their saying of 
the Sabbath, " What a weariness is it." 	It is not only 
required that we turn away our foot from the Sabbath, 
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shown up in its true light., that the honest may see 
where the truth is. 

Yours hoping for immortality through Christ, 
B. MeConmio. 

Sumner, Wis. 

From E. E. Taylor. 
Bno. SMITH: I greatly rejoice in the present truth. 

I love every agency that is blessed of God in its estab-
lishment, and I believe the Review has no small share 
in the accomplishment of this great and noble work, 
and I can truly say that it finds in my humble heart a 
warm reception. And as it:comes to me each week I 
am cheered and comforted in affliction, while my un- 
derstanding is becoming more clearly convinced and 
my purposes strengthened to go on to know more of 
these blessed truths which God in his infinite love has 
been pleased to unfold like a glorious light upon my 
pathway. As my light has increased, I know more is 
required at my hands, and if I now fail to meet the re-
quirements of God's law and do not take up my cross 
and willingly follow Jesus, through evil report as well 
as good, I prove myself unworthy of him, and I realize 
that where light and hope now beam upon my path, 
darkness and despair without one cheering ray will for-
ever settle. But bless the Lord for the hope which is 
like an anchor to my soul both sure and steadfast, and 
reaches to that within the veil. Yes, through grace I 
expect to overcome. I feel that I am nearing my de-
sired home, the haven of eternal bliss, where the wick-
ed will cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest. 

"It is not for me to be seeking my bliss, 
Or building my hopes in a region like this ; 
I look for a city that hands have not piled, 
I pant for a country by sin undefiled." 

Bro. Sanborn was here according to appointment. 
Being quite ill at the time I was unable to attend the 
preaching of the word, but I should judge it was meat 
in due season, for our little band seem to be growing 
in grace and the knowledge of the truth. 

E. E. TAYLOR. 
Lodi, Wis. 

From Bro. Drake. 
DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS: Though a stranger 

to most of you I trust our interest is the same. Of late 
I have been called to mourn the death of my compan-
ion. It was hard to give her up, but God's will must 
be done. The enemy is still in the land, and we know 
not how many of us may be called before Jesus will 
come. Then let us see that we have a well grounded 
hope that takes hold of the future inheritance, that 
hope that will enable us to purify ourselves even as he 
is pure. 

What a happy time that will be when the. 144,000 
sing the new song on Mt. Zion, and the innumerable 
company cry with a loud voice, Blessing, and glory, 
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, 
and might be unto our God forever and ever. Then 
will be heard shouts of victory over death and the 
grave. 

I mean by God's assisting grace to be there. Read-
er, will you be there ? We read that Christ is abun-
dantly able to save all that come to God through him. 
Then let us avail ourselves of his merits. 

LYMAN DRAKE. 

From Bro. Griggs. 

Bno. Stunt : I have been thinking while reading the 
cheering epistles in the Review from our dear brethren 
and sisters scattered abroad, of the good effect our tes-
timonies may sometimes have when least expected, if 
given in the Spirit of Christ, either vocally or by let-
ter. Though the language be ever so broken, the com-
position ever so incomplete, yet coming from a heart 
warm with the love of God, it possesses power to reach 
the hearts of those addressed, to pour the healing balm 
of consolation into the breast torn by affliction and 
grief, or calm the troubled spirits, where none of the 
studied compositions of the most learned authors of 
the day possess power to affect in the least. This has 
with me at least, of late, often been the case, and I 
have been led to thank God that there were yet a few 
who could speak forth his praises from the sincere 
emotions of the heart; also that there were other few 
who were willing to listen to such plain expressions of 
sentiment. 

in many ways beneficial to ourselves, especially when 
we go forth in the path of duty trusting in and implor-
ing the guidance and help of our heavenly Father. For 
one I feel desirous of improving upon every talent that 
God has given me, to exert my every power in striving 
to do his will and advance his cause among us. Al-
though I might with propriety make the same excuse 
that Moses did when sent by the Lord to Pharaoh [Ex. 
iv, 10], yet dear brethren and sisters, we read that the 
man that had but the one talent given him was required 
to improve thereon as well as he that had five. 0 let 
us not bury our talent in the earth, for our Lord is soon 
to return, the day of reckoning is at hand, and if we 
are found unfaithful to our trust, sad and lamentable 
will be our fate. Soon the decree will go forth, He 
that is filthy, let him be filthy still; he that is holy, so 
remain. 0, whit an honor to then be found on the 
Lord's side, and to receive the welcome Well done ! 
How many of us, dear brethren and sisters, that pro-
fess this last saving message, shall be the happy recip-
ients of God's favor in that trying hour? 0 let us be-
stir ourselves and strive to make due preparation while 
probation is still ours, for the solemn scenes that are 
before us ; let us go boldly forth in the path of duty 
trusting in God; and if we can say but a few words, 
let that be in honor of him who hath redeemed us by 
his blood. 

We as a people are charged by the faithful and true 
Witness with being lukewarm, and we realize the ac-
cusation to be just. We also learn that those who re-
main in this condition are soon to be spued out. 0, 
the awful and solemn condition ! For those given over 
in this message there remains no more hope. This is 
the last call of mercy, the last notes of warning are 
now being sounded in our midst. How little do we re-
alize these things. We know that God will have a peo-
ple without spot or wrinkle, a people active and zeal-
ous in his cause. We still have the chance to be among 
that chosen few. 0 then let us improve well upon these 
precious opportunities. We profess to keep the com-
mandments of God, yet I fear that many of us do not 
realize how much they embrace. Let us try the first 
and see how many can pronounce themselves entirely 
free from transgression. There are probably none 
among us that bow down to graven images, but there 
are many things besides this to be considered that my 
be the means of drawing our minds and affections from 
the one great object. We may have homes, husbands, 
wives or children, that are receiving too large a share 
of our care and affections, in fact, that we almost wor- 
ship ; and although we may not be aware of it our- 
selves, yet God knows it all, and he may remove that 
cherished object, be it ever so dear. Death may enter 
our dwelling, and in an unexpected moment snatch 
from our embrace a near and dear companion, or a 
darling child. 

Brother, or sister, have you ever stood by the death-
bed of a dear companion, and marked the short, quick 
breath, the feeble pulse, the pallid brow and lips, all 
telling that the work is sure, that the hour of separa-
tion has come? Have you seen the luster of those dear 
eyes fading in death? friends stand weeping around, 
but alas, the power of man is now too weak, his arm 
too short to save. The last words are spoken, the last 
look and kiss are given, and that beloved one upon 
whom were centered your heart's best affections 
has passed away from time. Then you have felt as 
though all that made life pleasant and desirable was 
gone forever, as though your heart were about to burst 
asunder, as though now you could meet death with a 
smile, and that to rest with that dear one low in the 
grave would be a blessed privilege. Then have you 
seen that form buried out of your sight, and afterwards 
in your visits to that cherished spot beheld the green 
grass growing above the sleeping dust ? And in all 
this have you felt no inward rebellion against the deal-
ings of providence, nor in the least to murmur at the 
chastening rod? Can you realize all this and not have 
to acknowledge yourself a breaker of God's first com-
mandment ? 

With feelings of humility and of sorrow, dear breth-
ren and sisters, do I here confess that this with me has 
been the case; that while passing (as I have been call-
ed to of late) through the deep waters of affliction, I 
have discovered a spirit of rebellion against the provi- 

It is hard to part with those we love. We are apt to 
murmur at a providence that we may see in the future 
was for our especial benefit, and also for the glory of 
God. Man sees not as God sees ; he knows what is 
best, and 0, let us trust in him and strive to learn obe-
dience by those things that we are called to suffer. I 
would not worry your patience with a rehearsal of my 
errors, but God forbid, dear brethren and sisters, that 
I should ever become unwilling to confess my faults, 
or should ever cease striving to overcome them. 

0, I love the present truth ! I love to obey God and 
keep his commandments, and I love to reflect on those 
joys that await us in a land of peace and happiness. 
Yes, all things below are soon to pass away ; the har-
vest is fast ripening, but those that purify themselves 
by obedience to all God's requirements will be taken 
to that glorious country where affliction and death 
shall never come. Rev. xxii, 14. 

Pray for me that I with you may strive more dili-
gently to overcome every sin, and come up to the high 
privilege that it is ours to enjoy, and at last be receiv-
ed of him to those mansions prepared for the blest. 

Yours in love and hope. 
E. S. GRIGGS. 

Owasso, Mich. 

Extracts from Letters. 

Bro. J. D. Hough writes from Rochester, Mich., Dec. 
20th, 1860: " I feel as if I wanted to start anew, for I 
find that living to the halves will not profit us. To he 
almost a Christian, and to do almost to our neighbor 
as we would have our neighbor do to us, and to be al-
most consecrated to the Lord, and to lay almost all on 
the altar, and to be almost ready tb meet-our Saviour, 
will only amount to being almost saved, which will be 
to be finally lost. Now dear brethren and sisters, in 
view of the perils of the day and the thickening signs, 
does it not behoove us as rational beings, to arise and 
set,our faces as a flint Zionward. Soon we must give 
an account of our stewardship, and if we have wasted 
our Lord's money or goods, we must reap the reward. 
We all have witnessed the mighty struggle of the polit- 
ical world, and we cannot but see that the nations are 
getting angry, and we as a people must make a migh-
ty struggle to get in a position to face the powers of 
the enemy. Pray for unworthy me, that the Spirit of 
the Lord may abundantly rest upon me, and that I 
may have wisdom to do the will of my heavenly Mas-
ter at all times." 

Sister M. M. Castle writes from Lapeer, Mich : " I feel 
to praise the Lord that he ever saw fit to call after one 
so unworthy as I am. I feel determined, though all 
earthly friends forsake me, to press on through dark-
ness and trial, till at last I may stand with the remnant 
on mount Zion." 

Bro. Wm. Osborne writes from Hannibal, N. Y. Dee. 
3d, 1860: "Our little company are striving to keep the 
commandments, and we believe we have the faith of 
Jesus. We are few in number, but our wants are 
many. We have no preaching at present, but we have 
the Review to peruse. It is a great satisfaction to hear 
from the dear saints in almost every quarter that they 
are rising with the third angel's message. We are 
struggling and striving to meet them in the kingdom. 
Our enemies are pressing hard upon us; they meet us 
at every step. Other denominations are doing every-
thing they can to stop our progress, but in the strength 
of our coming King we mean to stand." 

OBITUARY. 

Not only this, but composition and exhortation credences of an all-wise God arising within my breast. 

Bro. E. R. Whitcome writes from Watson, Mich., 
Nov. 15, 1860: " BRO. SMITH : When Bro. Bates came 
here four years ago, I made up my mind that I would 
serve the Lord. Since that time I have been trying to 
keep his commandments and the faith of Jesus. I am 
glad that the eyes of my understanding have been 
opened to see the truths of God's word. I feel to re-
joice in the hope of the soon coming of our Lord and 
Saviour, and of being made like him, ,and reigning 
with him evermore." 

FELL asleep in Jesus, on the 10th inst., brother Z. 
Carpenter, of West Monroe, Oswego Co., N. Y. His 
faith was firm and unshaken in the promises of his 
Saviour. His mind was clear and his senses unim-
paired to the last. Said he, "If I fall I shall rise 
again." Dear brethren and sisters, let us so live, that if 
we are called to sleep in the grave, we may launch forth 
to meet the foe with the same holy boldness, or if we 
are alive and remain, may be changed in a moment, 
and caught up to meet our Lord in the air. 

E. DEGARMO. 
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Dig3  SAYS the prophet Isaiah [chap. lvi, 10], "His 
watchman are blind: they are all ignorant, they are 
all dumb dogs, they cannot bark ; sleeping, lying down, 
loving to slumber, 	Yea, they are greedy dogs which 
can never have enough, and they are shepherds that 
cannot understand: they all look to their own way, eve- 
rai one for his gain from his quarter." 	vf e  might apply  

this language to a class of Jews living in the days of the 
prophet, and nobody would be disturbed. 	But when 
we apply it at a later time and nearer home, we are 
accused of being uncharitable and severe. 	The proph- 
et has, nevertheless, used that language in describing 
a class of professed watchmen ; and it is evidently a 
description of a class which is to be especially mania 
fested about the time when the call is made to the sup- 
per of the great God, in the beginning of the day of the 
Lord. 	Compare verse 9, with Rev. xix, 17 21 	W 

	

- - ----• 	. 6  
would be as loth as any one to apply this description 
where it is not merited; and we have only to say, Let 
those who would avoid an application of it to them- 
selves, so live that it will not fit them. 

We were reminded of the above words of the proph- 
et, especially that portion which we have italicised, by 
the following language of J. W. Hunnicut, a preacher 
of the gospel, which we clip from an exchange : 

" We venture the assertion that there is as much am- 
bition among the clergy of this generation, and of this 
country, to aspire to high offices, and posts of honor 
and distinction, in their respective churches, as there 
is among politicians; and that there is as much secret 
plotting, wire-working, and clerical log-rolling, to 
work one party out, or keep it down, and to exalt an- 
other party to power, as there is among politicians, is 
a fact which we presume no man of general intelligence 
will call in question." 

Says the Methodist, when speaking of the ball given 
in New York to the Prince of Wales :— 

" Ministers of the gospel of several different denom- 
inations, men who ought to be the nearest represents- 

as fives of the Saviour of sinners, were there, 	if to give  
the sanction of Christ's authority to the most mon- 
Strous earthly vanity. 	What now becomes of whole- 
some Christian discipline ? 	What becomes of the line 
so clearly drawn by Christ between the church and the 
world ? 	What of his command to deny ourselves of all 
ungodliness and worldly lust, and live soberly, right- 
eously and godly in this evil world? 	May the Holy 
Spirit himself intervene to restore the broken bulwarks 
of sacred discipline, and to trace again the fading line 
between the aggressive world and the invaded church." 

Abundance of such facts may even now be gathered; 
and they are becoming more and more numerous, as 
every observer of the signs of the times can readily 
testify. 

one each month, are alone worth twice the subscrip- 
don price. 	So let the names and the quarters come 
right in, and let the little sheet go out in a thousand 
direotionsito bless the children. 	 r. w. 
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pp. 	Price 5 cents. 
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p 

ty .  and State distinctly. Address REVIEW & IIEflAI.D,BatteleeCrLki  , 
Mich. 

Jai&'' The monthly meeting of the scattered brethren 
in Niagara, Orleans and Monroe counties, held on the 
second Sabbath in each month, is to be held during the 
winter at Bro. C. P. Buckland's, five miles north of 
Albion, Orleans Co., on the Fairhaven road. 

R. F. C. 
-...---- 

APPOINTMENT S• 

"Wright Conference. 
BRO. WHITE : You are  hereby informed that at a meet- 

ing of 'the church held on the first first-day of this 
mont4the following resolution was passed : 

Resolved, That we invite Bro. and sister White, Bro. 
rrisbie, and such others as it may be possible to obtain, 
for the purpose of holding a conference,in Wright as 10 

soon as practicable. 	JAMES SAWYER, Secretary. 
. Providence permitting, we will go from Monterey to 
Wright, and hold a conference, January 5th and Otis, 
1861. 	 JAMES WHITE. 

	

first day of the week, 
	

10 	" 

Providence permitting, I will meet with the church 
at Round Grove, Ills., the last Sabbath and first-day in 
December. 

Also, I will meet with the church at Princeville, Ills. 
the first Sabbath and first-day in January, 	1861. 	I 
hope to see the brethren from Galva, Southampton, 
Mt. Hawley and vicinity at this meeting. 	Brethren, 
we have got the truth, and come, praying that the God 
of truth will meet with us. 

WM. S. INGRAHAM. 

WE wish to say through the Review that the brethren 
and sisters at Parkville, Mich., request a conference at 
their place commencing Jan. 11, at 6 P. M. 	We invite 
brethren J. N. Loughborough, J. IL Waggoner J. 
White, J. Byington,and as many more as can come to 
labor w,.l..i.a us. 

And we would extend a cordial invitation to all of 
like precious faith to attend this conference. 	Broth- 
ren and sisters, come one come all with praying spirits 
that the Lord may revive his work in 'our midst. 	We 
will accommodate all that will come with such fare as 
we have ourselves. 	Teams will be at Three Rivers on 
Friday to convey to the place of meeting all that may 
come on the Eouthern railroad.. 

In behalf of the church, 	 H. KEENEY. 
A. HAFER. 

their conference  of the Parkville Church, By request Sabbath 
is posponed to Jan. 11th. 	 s.  N. L. 

0u 6 .1 n e 6 6 Z et) a lc t men t. 
-------- 

Business Notes. 
L. A. Marsh: The letter has not been received; 	but 

we give credit on book, and send the paper as ordered. 
J. Barrows of Pa. : The P. 0. address of T. E. Thorp, 

is Berlin, Marquette Co., Wis. 
J. Ayers: Jane Crump's paper is paid to commence- 

meat of present volume. 
H. Bingham: 	We find no dollar receipted to W. 

McClenerthan during the time you specify, so pass one 
dollar to his acct. as ordered. 

.1. H. Ginley : The remainder of the money in T. II. 
Moffit's letter, 	after paying for some books, was or- 
dared to be applied on H. Strong's REVIEW. 	You will 

volume. 	There are 650ndetist rdeuceeiopntesd.  iAn.  Nooa.rr184,IN1 saTsRt uveoT
IL 

THE YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOR. 

Tins little paper is  published  monthly at the RE.. 
VIEW AND HERALD Office for the benefit of our youth 
and children. 	It is conducted by Bro. G. W. Amadon, 
the superintendent of the Battle Creek Sabbath School. 
Bro. A. is ardently devoted to the interests of our chil-
dren, and will not, O  fail to make the paper highly relig- 
ions and. instructive. 	He wants a wider circulation, 
and must have it. 	The price of the paper for 1861 is 
reduced. to 25 cents. 	The first number is printed on 
bet ter paper, with new type, and contains several beau-  
tiful illustrations. 	All effort is made to make the pa- 
per of the greatest value and interest to our youth and 
children. 	We print 3400 copies of the January num- 
ber, and send it to those readers of the REVIEW who 
are not subscribers for the INSTRUCTOR to induce them 
to subscribe. 	Fathers, mothers and guardians, Bro 
Amadon, 	and those interested in the INSTRUCTOR, 
desire to help you in the responsible task of guiding 
the minds and steps of the children of your charge. 
Then let the INSTRUCTOR come into your family circles. 

If you have no children, then help on the enterprise. 
There are needed 2500 subscribers, at the low prices, 
to meet the expenses of the INSTRUCTOR one year, if 
as much is expended each month as is on the -January 
number. 	Let there be a special effort on the part of 
the brethren, especially our preachers, to extend the 
circulation of the INsmitucTon. 	Bro. Bates' articles, 

.1. 

Receipts, 
FOR REVIEW AND IIERALD. 
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!s the Volume and Num- 
beArera, money for the paper is not in due time  acknowledged, immediate notice of 
the omission should then be given. 
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